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when

Buying and Selling

This very grateful tribute to the quality of the
service provided by Harmer’s Bond Street Stamp Auctions
is but one of the many hundreds of compliments that we
receive each season.

The success of Harmer’s Bond Street Stamp Auctions
is the fruit of more than 50 years’ consistent effort to
provide a perfect service and complete satisfaction for
Vendor and for Buyer.

Every feature of every sale at Harmer’s of Bond
Street is handled by experts—men whose wide experience
enables them to reveal those little extra points of a stamp
that enable the distant Buyer to bid confidently and in
complete security, and ensure for the Vendor a fair price
for his stamps.

That is why almost all the great collections are placed
with Harmer’s of Bond Street for dispersal—why more than
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond
Street Stamp Auctions—why Harmer’s have a larger turn-
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer.

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues.
Our brochure “Selling Stamps at Auction” also is free to
prospective Vendors.

H. R. HARMER

The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer
ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS.

131-137, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1,
ENGLAND.

Cables: “HARMER'S BOND STREET LONDON.”
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UNION NOTES

Mr. A. C. Muller, in Stamp Collecting, re-
ports a plate variety of the large 1d. war
stamp, found in one per cent. of the speci-
mens examined. The left-hand upright of the
“U” in SUID, in the vertical panel, is ex-
tended downwards until it joins up with the
left-hand corner of the “I” immediately be-
neath it.

The -chronicler of new issues in Mekeel's
Weekly gives some of our collectors and
writers a welcome pat on the back. She says
it has long irked her that the collector of
classic issues can make so much of split hairs,
cracks and pockmarks and be admired and
encouraged for such studies; whereas the
student who does the same thing with mod-
ern issues is considered beneath notice and
rather jeered at as a “flymark” collector.

The careful study given by South African
collectors to their modern issues is com-
mended, especially the scrutiny being given to
the bantam roulettes. Finally, she says, it
is wholesome to note that stamps are still
being produced worthy of exhaustive study.

Mobile Post Offices.—Following up the note
in our October issue, identifying Nos. 4 and
5 as used in Cape Town, the location of them
all can now be completed as Mr. G. K. Forbes
has sent a specimen of No. 3 from Port
Elizabeth. This mark is a double circle one
with the wording “MOB PO / PK No. 3—
PORT ELIZABETH” with the date across
the centre in one line. )

Thé custom af this office seems to be dif-
ferent from the others, only registered let-
ters receiving this stamp; ordinary letters
are taken along to the head office for can-
cellation. .

Nos. 1 and 2, it will be remembered, are in
Johannesburg, No. 6 in Durban and No, 7 in
Pretoria. )

New Form of Active Service Letter Card.~—
There appeared on sale last month a new
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modification of Active Service Letter Card.
The form, before folding, has a wide bevelling
of the two upper corners cut off. A serial
number if printed on the inside of those with
Afrikaans stamps; vertically, alongside of
where the stamp is situated on the outside.
Forms of this type with English stamps have
not yet been seen. .

Christmas Stamps.—This year’s design
shows two heads in profile looking up thank-
fully at the shining cross of Lorraine, the
accepted symbol of the anti-tuberculosis cam-
paign, The colouring is effective in crimson,
black and white.

VV VYV
MOZAMBIQUE.

The annual charity stamps of 50c¢ this year
have the design of what appears to be a swan
and cygnets, in red. These stamps have no
postal value; they have to be applied to cor-
respondence compulsorily on cerfain appointed
days, and may be put on voluntarily at any

time.
vV V VYV
BRAZIL.

_Dr. Mario de Sanctis reports that in addi-
tion to the ordinary “Bull’s Eye” commemo-
ratives, noted last month, there were also is-
sued 50,000 special small sheets in black and
white, with reproductions of the 30c in the
lower left corner, the 60c in the lower right
corner, the 90c in the centre with wording
meaning “First centenary of the stamps of
Brasil. 1843-1943.” These all appeared on 1st
August.

On 8th August there were also issued in
Rio de Janeiro three air stamps, of 1, 2 and 5
cr denominations, in black and white with
coloured corners (yellow, green and red re-
spectively), perforated. These have AEREO
and 1843-1943 in the design.

Of these there have also been 20,100 special
miniature sheets printed in sepia with the
stamps in the centre in rose. These sheets
have the wording “Exposicao Filatelica” at
the top, “1843-1943” at the bottom, “Nacional
BRAPEX” at the right and ‘“Centenario do
Selo Postal” at the left.
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ESSAY, DIE AND PLATE OF THE UNION 2:d.
COMMEMORATION STAMP OF 1910 x

By A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A, C.A.(S.A).
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LINE-ENGRAVED DIE PROOF USED AS
AN ESSAY.

The illustration referenced as Fig. A repre-
sents a photographic enlargement of a die
proof in blue which emanated from the atelier
of Thos. De La Rue and Company, Limited,
and presently is housed in my Union collec-
tion. It is a proof taken from a line-engraved
die. The portrait ig different from the one on
the issued stamp. The design on ‘the proof
in its pristine state evidently was deemed un-
satisfactory, and the proof was subsequently
subjected to certain alterations by hand-
painting as described hereunder. It is affixed
to a thick card which bears the manuscript
instruction thus—

“This design
names under shield
. 4.7.10.”

On the die proof as illustrated by Fig. A,
the two lower shields, depicting the Republi-
can Coats-of-arms of the Orange Free State
and the South African Republic, are cut-outs
and are affixed separately to the die proof
by some adhesive. For the purpose of this
monograph two additional copies were made
of the photographic enlargement as per Fig.
A. From one copy the two lower shields were
cut and affixed to the other copy in positions
lower down diagonally in the lower corners
as illustrated in Fig. B. In my opinion the
die proof in my collection was dealt with simi-
larly, to wit, two proofs were taken from the
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die with its design in its pristine state and
inter alia the lower shields in the positions
shown in Fig. B. From one proof the two
lower shields were cut out and affixed to the
other proof in the positions shown in Fig. A.

On the die proof as illustrated by Fig. A the
names “Cape of Good Hope,” “Natal,” “Or-
ange Free State” and “Transvaal” are dis-
cerned immediately below their respective
shields and are hand-painted in white on dark
blue hand-painted name-ribbons contiguous
to the shields. The two top name-ribbons
partly traverse the outer and inner upper
ovals which semi-circumpose the inscription
“Union of South Africa.”

The outer oval is hand-painted in light blue
and covers certain embellishments, whilst the
inner oval is hand-painted in dark blue and
covers the name “Cape of Good Hope” which
is not visible to the naked eye. Under a mag-
nifying glass, however, the letters “C A P E”
are seen above “UNI” of Union and the let-
ters “H O P E” above “OF S” of South.
The name “Natal,” which is a short word, is
not discernible under a glass, but certain cir-
cular ornamental prefixions and suffixions
are visible.

The. lower outer and inner ovals semi-
circumposing tl.e inscription “Unie van Zuid
Afrika” also are hand-painted in light and
dark blue respectively. The outer oval covers
certain embellishments. The two lower shields,

Fig. B.
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being separately affixed to the die proof,
partly superimpose the dark blue inner oval
but under a magnifying glass the letters
“0 R A N G E” are partially visible below
“UNI” of Unie as well as the letters
“ST A T E” below “VAN.” Similarly cer-
tain portions of the letters comprising the
name “T R AN SV A A L” are visible be-
low “AFRIK” of Afrika.

Fig. B represents the appearance of the
proof taken from ghe die as originally en-
graved except that the outer oval covers cer-
tain embellishments, the inner oval covers the
names “Cape of Good Hope,” “Natal,” “Or-
ange Free State” and “Transvaal,” and the
shields appear in the four corners without
name-ribbons. )

Fig. A represents the appearance of the
proof after the two lower shields were sep-
arately affixed thereto; and the name-ribbers
hand-painted at their bases with the names
“Cape of Good Hope,” “Natal,” “Orange Free
State” and “Transvaal” of their respective
shields, together with the hand-painted ovals.

Thus it will be seen that a line-engraved die
was cut by Thos. De La Rue and Company,
Limited, for the first commemoration stamp
of the Union of South Africa, but the design
according to a proof taken (Fig. B) from this
die was rejected. This die proof, after cer-
tain alerations were effected as regards the
design (Fig. A), served as an essay for the
engraving in line of another die for the 2id.
Commemoration Stamps which eventuated on
the 4th November, 1910.

THE DIE AND PLATE OF THE ISSUED
STAMPS.

The monocoloured 23d. Commemoration
stamps of the Union of South Africa were
issued on the 4th November, 1910. Each sheet
comprised 120 stamps arranged in one panel
of 10 horizontal rows of 12 units each. These
stamps were printed on white wove paper
watermarked multiple quatrefoil. The sheet
margins were plain with the exceptions that
the central point of each exhibited a blue
cross to indicate the points of division of a
sheet into quarter sheets. The stamps were
recessed-printed in blue by Thos. De La Rue
and Company, Limited, from an intaglio or
line-engraved plate.

Some years ago I formed the opinion that
these stamps were printed from an intaglio
plate produced by the electrolytic process and
not from an intaglio steel plate produced by
the transfer-roller process analogous to that
which was employed by Bradbury, Wilkinson
and Company, Limited, for the production of
their intaglio plates from which were printed
the Union triangular and rectangular re-
cessed-printed stamps as I have described in
previous issues of the “South African Phil-
atelist.”

My conception of the method employed
by Thos. De La Rue and Company, Limited,
for the production of their electrolytic intag-
lic plate utilised for the Commemoration
stamps was as follows:

1. Master-Die of Steel (Flat)—lines of de-
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sign engraved negative in recess—from which

TI. 120 impressions were taken on 120 lead
blocks or moulds—lines of design on each
mould positive in relief—these moulds were

III. clamped 120-set in 10 horizontal rows
o6f 12 in an iron chase—the chase was

IV. immersed in a depositing-bath and an
electro-deposit of copper grown on the
clamped moulds in the form of a thin copper
shell—which was removed and

V. placed face downwards and strengthened
by a backing of type metal—which became

VI. an - Electrotype Copper Master-Plate
120-set in 10 horizontal rows of 12—lineg of
design negative in recess—from which

VII. one or more working plates were elec-
trotyped—Ilines of design mnegative in recess.

VIII. ready for printing 120 line-engraved
stamps—positive.

In order to procure some form of verifi-
cation of the afore-described process I wrote
to the printers, Thos. De La Rue and Com-
pany, Limited, and Mr. B. C. Westall, the
Managing Director of the Company very
k%ndly favoured me with the following re-
ply:

“Replying to your letter of 5th July (1943)
the following is an extract from the report
for which T asked our Control Department:

“Unfortunately the first South Africa
file we hold is dated 1912 and no die or
cylinder of this 2%d. Stamp is recorded or
held here. A search of the strong room at

Bunhill Row has also failed to yield any

result.” . )

“From my own knowledge of De La Rue’s
processes I think it is most probable that the
plate was an electrotype made, as you say,
from 120 lead moulds. This practice was al-
tered somewhere between 1922/23, since when
our plates are invariably made by transfer
from a roll or cylinder. While, therefore, I
cannot give you an unqualified answer, 1
consider it highly probable that the 2id.
Commemoration Stamp of 1910  (copy of
which T return herewith) wes made from a
copper electro.”

Thus it would appear that the 2id. Com-
memorative is the only representative in
Union Philately of stamps printed from
electrotyped intaglio plates.

Anent the issued stamps I own a die proof
in black on a white card measuring 2% ins.
x 3 ins. approximately. From the impression
seen on this card it is observed that the size
of the steel block cn which the die was en-
graved measured 1 7/10 ins, by 2 ins. ap-
proximately. Also I own a plate proof in the
issued colour of unwatermarked paper.

All types of stamps wanted in quantity,
packets, singles, sets; especially
Empire and Foreign Colonies, in ex-
change for Australasians. Permanent
contacts also desired to supply and
receive new issues. Basis wholesale
or .. .7

S. G. Walton. (Member A.P.T\A)),

Canley Vale, N.S.W., Australia.




OcVOSQ
POSTALLY USED FISCALS

Gibbong list no fewer than 17 Fiscal
Stamps of the Orange Free State as having
been used for postal purposes. They run from
6d. denominations up to £5.

We presume there is evidence of postal use
of these stamps, but what is it? A correspon-
dent has written asking if we can produce
any: he also wants to know what cancella-
tiong (if any) will of themselves prove postal
use.

The easy answer, of course, is “Don’t ac-
cept any fiscals as postally used unless you
get them on cover with indubitable evidence of
postal use.” Well, if you follow that plan your
collection will not be a very large one, It
would be interesting to know how many
readers own such covers, or have even seen
any. O.V.S. covers of any kind are notori-
ously hard to find and those with fiscal
stamps used postaily are no exception.

Cancelled fiscal stamps are, of course, not
particularly difficult to pick up; they can be
found with numeral or town cancellations, al-
though the most common are those with the
boxed “Geregistreered” cancellation. Can any
of these be taken as indubitable evidence of
postal use?

Our correspondent suggests cancelling to
order by obliging clerks or postmasters. Per-
haps a more likely explanation is' that most
of the stamps one sees were genuinely used
fiscally on documents and that the same can-
cellers were used as were employed for ordi-
nary postal use.

Answers to these questions will be muech
appreciated: What evidence is there of the
postal use of fiscal stamps? and can any post-
mark by itself be taken as proof of postal

use?
vV V. VYV
POLAND.

A second set of eight pictorial stampg was
1ssued on 1st November by the Polish Free
Government in London, to replace those which
have been in use since December, 1941, Six
of the set depict various aspects of the Polish
war effort—in France and Norway, over the
Atlantic and in North Africa; the other two
portray phases of the underground resistance
movement in Poland itself.

V V VYV

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR
GREETINGS.

This being an “Austerity Season’” we have
sent out no official greeting cards to contem-
poraries or to any philatelists, but we take
this opportunity to wish them and all our
readers ‘“Alles van die beste” for 1944. Tt
promises to be an exciting year, philatelically
as well as otherwise.

Meanwhile thanks to the “Aero-Field,” Sut-
ton Coldfield, Eng., for an artistic airgraph
greeting with Aero-Philatelic memories.
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CANCELLED TO ORDER.

Below is a copy of a letter which has been
sent by the Mashonaland Philatelic Society to
the British Philatelic Association requesting
that body to use its influence to have this
practice stopped in British colonies—where,
apparently, the pfractice is spreading.

We commented on this matter, specifically
in relation to Liberia, last February. We
know, of course, that it is done in many coun-
tries and any effort to minimise it has our
sympathy, as it is not for the good of phil-
ately. If we mistake not, instructions have
been given by the Colonial Office that it is
not to be done in British Colonieg but, alas,
such instructions are not always obeyed. It
is unfortunate that the Mashonaland Society
did not give more actual examples of occur-
rences—general accusations are never easy to
deal with. However, we trust their appeal will
have good results.

Mashonaland Philatelic Society.
P.O. Box 229,
Salisbury, S.-Rhodesia,
21st November, 1943.
The Secretary,
British Philatelic Association,
3, Berners Street,
London W.1.
Dear Sir,

I have been requested by my Committee to
write to you about the cancelling to order
of CURRENT British Colonfals: some of our
members have recently noticed stamps most
obviously cancelled to order with full gum,
ete.

We consider the apparent spread of this
practice to be very harmful to philatelic in-
terests generally, and wondered if you would
think it worth while to use your influence
with the appropriate authorities with a view
to curtailing the practice as far as possible.

Unfortunately I cannot at the moment fur-
nish any specimens or details, beyond the fact
that prominent amongst such cancelled to
order stamps are those of St. Helena.

I trust I am mnot worrying you unduly
with such a matter under present conditions,
and remain,

Yours faithfully,

L. C. LEACH,
Hon. Sec. Mashonaland Philatelic Society.
vV V V V

RUANDA—URUNDI.

Dr. G. Lefebvre reports that the 1942 issue
(palm trees, leopards, askaris, etc.) has been
completed for Ruanda-Urundi, as it was for
Belgian Congo, by the addition of two more
values, 50 fr. and 100 fr. The 50 fr. is in
black and brick-red, figuring an Askari (with
rifle on the right shoulder) and the 100 fr.
is in black and green, figuring a Watussi
chief, as on several of the lower values.
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ANTIGUA TERCENT. 0
£15 0
BAHAMAS TERCENT.
£ 0
BARBADOES
Victory
BECHUANALAND
S.G. 53, broken P
£ 0 0
Regent Nc, 89 10 ©
BERMUDA
1920-21
BRITISH GUIANA
CENT. £2 0 0
BR. SOMALILAND
1938 £8 0 0
1CANADA - S.G. 22a
superb used with extra
fine margins £60 0 0
CANADA 1897 dollar
values compl. £22 10 0
1CAPE WOODBLOCK
used on cover £50 0 0
CAYMANS CENT.
£20 6 0
FALKLANDS CENT.
(except £1) £20 0 0
t{GREAT BRITAIN
p.a. £1 £110 0
1S.G. 177a £10 10 0
JUBILEE compl 0 o

MONTSERRAT CENT
£12 10 0
iNATAL *S.G. 171 ver-

tical pair pmk 17 July,
1911 £25 0 0

(Note.—In November,
S.G. 22a,

tIndicates used,

price changes. E. &

E. M.
Bankers:

Barclays.

£3 10 0

£5 10 0

described merely asg
200 dollars at Harmer Rooke’s auction)

® 1ercenteriaries—
and other Grand Sets

NEWF'DLAND 1913
£1 5 0
{NATAL S.G. 5, Full

margins, finely em-
bossed £25 0 0
NIGERIA £1 G.V, used
£5 0 0
ST. XITTS (cent.) to
2/6 510 0
RHODESIA S.G. 12
£10 0 0

SIERRA LEONE cent.
(except -£1) £18 10 0
SUDAN-GORDON

£6
RHODESIA 166a

£6 0

S.W.A,

713 hor. pr. £8 0 O
726  block £7110 0
727 vert. pr. £17 10 0
2 “Afrika’’  over
““South West”
block £40
tSOUTH AFRICA
1925 mint £1
used £1 12 6
cover £2
26.10.18 p.c. “Make

Your Sixpence Fly”
Blue Wing on Red
Cross £410 0
1925 Air mint £1 5 0
used £1 12 6
cover £ 0 0

S.G.107 Block £15 0 0

a specimen of Canada

‘fine,” fetched

otherwise mint,

Offers subject to being unsold and subject to
0O.E. Postage Extra.

WE WANT TO BUY—

OLD AND MODERN COLLECTIONS,
SINGLE RARITIES
DUPLICATES & OFFICE MIXTURES.

Cash on Acceptance of Offer,

AND ERRORS,

LACY

Telegrams:
Telephone:

Globephil.
2-4657.

(Globe Postage Stamp Company)

117 LONGMARKET STREET,
CAPE TOWN.
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WANTED

ALBANIA.
S.G. Nos: 24, 25, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87,
88, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 111, 112,

113a, 117, 119, 120, 121, 122, 123, 124,
126, 127, 128, 157, 158, 159, 160, 231,
238, 239, 247, 274, 275, 276, D5, D6, DY.

ARMENIA.

79, 180, 181, 182,%183, 184, 185, 186,
187, 188, 189, 190, 191, 192, 193, 194,
195, 196, 197, 198, 198a, 200.

BELGIUM.

361a, 891, 392, 393, 334, 335, 336, 337,
338, 339, 340, 341, 342, 343, 344, 345,
346, 390, 511, 527, 530, 531, 558, 559,
559a, 559b, 560, 560a, 56la, 562, 563,
564, 565, 566, 567, 584, 585, 588, 591,
592, 601, 607, 608, 622, 634, 637, 6552,
670a, 670b, C9, C10, C11, C12, C13, C14,
C21, C22, €23, C24, C4T, C49, C50, C60,
061, C66, CT1, CT7, CT78, C79, C80, C82,

C83, Cs4, C83, C86, C101, C106, C108,
C109, Cl116, C121, C122, C123, Ci24,
Cci25, C129, C130, C132, C133, C134,
C135, C136, C137, C188, C139, C140,
Cl41, Cl42, C143, Cl44, C145, C146,
G153, D23, D36, N19, N22, N24, N25,

N26, N27, N28, N29, N30, N31, N32,
N33, N34, N35, N36, Nu7 N38 N39.

@
One copy of each of above required
Mint for preference.
50% cat. for well-centred Mint.

One-third catalogue, for fine used.

Want list of other countries on
application.

E. HUNT
Box 2437, JOHANNESBURG
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MIDDLE EAST “COMBINATION" COVERS

A form of “combination” cover has come

into existence not very uncommonly on letters
sent from the armed forces in this part of the
world, viz., the use of the stampg of two, or
even more, countries on one and the same
cover.

Such covers do not come under the defini-
tion of a “combination cover” used by writers
such as Mr. Jewell and Mr. Basden (see S.A.
Philatelist, January, 1943, p. 4) i.e. one which
requires the affixing of adhesives of two
nations in order to complete its journey as a
pre-paid cover. The combination of “stamps
used abroad” in the instances to be noted is
not required, but it does serve the purpose
of prepayment.

Some curious enquirer may say ‘“But why
stamps at all on soldiers’ mail from Mid-East,
seeing they have the privilege of free post-
age?’ The answer is easy: they have free
postage on surface mail, but for air mail,
which they use largely, there ig a charge
made. Registration and parcels also account
for some use of stamps.

This type of combination cover is quite -

familiar to us in South Africa, for we saw
the same sort of thing in the days of the
Anglo-Boer Wa1; British stamps used in com-
bination with s‘camps of the South African
colonies.

The various forces in Middle East have
their own postal serviceg using the stamps of
the country from which they have come. Ap-
parently, however, there is no difficulty made
about accepting letters franked with the
stamps of a country other than that of the
army post office at which the cover is posted.
For example, one has . seen stamps of Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, India, South Africa,
Palestine and Egypt (Army Post) which have
been cancelled in British Army Post Offices;
British stamps with the cancellations of In-
dian and South African Army Post Offices;
and British, Austrahan, New Zealand, Indian,
and South Afrlcan in the numbered “Egypt-
Prepald” offices. (Incidentally, can anyone in-
form 'me what is the status of these offices?
Are they civil or military units?)

Now to come to combinations. These, of
course, do not form a big proportion of the
covers one hag seen, but they do not seem to
he so scarce as to be great rarities. Some may
have been made by philatelically minded in-
dividuals, but the majority I think are of
straightforward usage. They probably come
mostly from persons who, either individually
or in a small unit, are or have been serving
for a time away from their own particular
force. Ag the sort of thing which may happen,
let me just refer to the two examples of
triple combinations which I give anon. These
are on letters sent by a South African officer
who served in the early stages of the African
campaign with a non-South African unit in
the Sudan and Eritrea. Here he used, at one
time or another, Sudanese, British and Indian
stamps. I.ater on he joined a South African
unit in the Western Desert and, as he told
me later when on leave, “I had some of these
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stamps left, I found they were quite agreeable
to accept them at the nearest office (a num-
bered “Egypt-Prepaid” one) so I just used
them up.”

The combinations T have seen all refer to
correspondence coming to South Africa. Col-
lectors in other parts of the world, and in
touch with other armed forces will doubtless
be able to list numerous other combinations.
Here are those I ean vouch for:

British and South African—the common-
est combination seen here.

British and New Zealand.

British ‘and Australian.

British, South African and Indian.

British, South African and Sudanese.

Stamp Collecting of 2nd October reports
thel combination of a Kenya and a Somaliland
stamp cancelled in a South African Army
P.O. in July, 1943, I can record British and
Kenya cancelled in an E.A. A.P.O. in March,

1943.
J. H. HARVEY PIRIE.
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OSWALD: MARSH'S
EFFICIENT,
E XPEDFHOUS

REVIEWS

Priced Catalogue of Local Postage Stamps,
Part 3. Compiled by E. F. Hurt and L.
N. and M. Williams. Price 5s.

Parts 1 and 2 of this catalogue have al-
ready been noticed in our columns. Part 3
carries on from Levanger to Randers. Of
special interest to South African readers in
this part are the blue Mafekings, the Mount
Currie Express, the Norwegian Missionary
Scciety’s post in Madagascar (which gives a
much fuller account of its stamps than has
been available hitherto), and the Bakker post
from Pretoria to Marabastad.

Stanley Gibbons, Part I1.(Foreign Countries).
2nd Supplement to 1941 Edition. (No
price shown).

The standing type of Gibbons’ Catalogue
was destroyed by enemy action in 1940, so
that, pending a new edition they have gath-
ered together here new issues recorded dur-
ing the period September, 1940, to October,
1943, together with price alterations made
during the same period. The issues of enemy
countries or enemy occupied countries, are not
included.

The publishers point out that, owing to im-
port restrictions, they cannot supply a num-
ber of the stamps listed, particularly those of
the Americas.

The booklet runs to 69 pages of list and .
illustrations, and a further 46 of price
alterations.
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Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S.
. covers and rarieties wanted bv
A. E. Basden, Box 238, Pretoria.

Collections Wanted to Buy.—Old and
Modern Collections, Single Rarities
and Errors, Duplicates and Office
Mixtures.

Prompt cash on acceptance of offer:

E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.),
117 Longmarket Street, Cape Town.

For Service, promptness and satisfac-
tion.

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni.
Phone 54-1692.

If interested in S.A. Colonies or Union
Mint Blocks, Postage Dues, Officials,
write to:

E. Tamsen, Box 18, Nylstroom.

Orange Free State.—Approval selections
wanted, Must be fine, well-centred
copies.

William Redford, Box 79012, Johannes-
burg.

COLLECTORS' WANTS AND OFFERS

(Twopence per word per insertion with minimum of 2/- per insertion)

Those wishing to sell British African,

Great Britain or Zanzibar stamps,
Apply for want list to:

E. J. Brierley, Morkel Street, Somerset

West.

Britain: Wanted Penny Blacks, all Line-

engraved, Embossed Surface printed
and items of interest, highest prices
paid for stamps in good condition.
Collections or single items.

Offers to J.A. Bremner, Box 5041,

Johannesburg.

_FOR SALE: The following collections

intact:
South - West Africa, in four
albums, catalogue well over
£400 ROV .o .. £250

"Above can be seen by apvointment.

G. N, GILBERT, Grosvenor, Westminster

Coins and Medals wanted. Send offers

to:

Alec Kaplan, Box 132, Germiston.

N. RHODESIA IMPERF. BETWEEN.

Commenting on the rarity of errorg of com-
mission or of omission in modern British
Colonials, Stamp Collecting reports a Domini-
can 2% perf. on three sides only. It is stated
that this is only the second variety of the kind
coming to light in the past two years, the
other being a pair of 1id. Sierre Leone im-
perf. between.

Mr. J. Robertson states that he has seen a
photograph of a pair of the 1id. red K.G.
VI N. Rhodesia imperf. between. He has not
seen the acual specimen, however, nor does
he know where it is. Probably it will emerge
some day.

+

U.S.S.R.

The Soviet Union has recently issued two
sets of stamps illustrative of their war effort,
one set of six in photogravure and one of
five typographed.

+

GAMBIA.

The 2d. has been issued in new colours, rose-
carmine and red-brown.

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS
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FOR SALE

RARE AND INTERESTING AIR COVERS
1911, First 'S.A. Kenilworth Card .. £5
1932, First De Aar-England (8) .. .. £5
1934, First Grahamstown S.A. Air-

ways, autographed by crew .. £8
1934. Victor Smith, Windhoek-England £10
1936. Tommy Rose record Cape-

England .. e e e al £10
1936. Crash Cover Capt Halse in Air

Race .. 2/10/-

Various 1920 fhghts and sta.ges "and mactlc-

ally all Imperial Airways and feeder services
covers from 1931 to 1939.

Prices and particulars from Robertson Stamp
Company, P.0. Box 5826, Johannesburg, where
most of the covers can be inspected, with the
exception of the priced items above for which
apply direct to:

G. N. GILBERT,
BOX 15, WESTMINSTER.

THE HANDSTRUCK LETTER STAMPS
AND THE POSTMARKS OF THE
CAPE OF GOOD HOPE

By A. A. JURGENS.

Over 360 illustrations and two colour plates of
the famous Woodblock Stamps,
Containing approximately 200 pages and
handsomely bound in deep blue cloth
Only 200 Subscription Copies available:
Price £3 3s.
Write to:
K. ALEXANDER,
“Ada Ken,”
Queen Victoria Road,
Claremont (Cape).
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NATURAL HISTORY IN THE STAMP
ALBUM:—" THE WHALE "

By J. BEYERS.
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Not the least interesting feature of modern
issues is the portrayal of animals on stamps.

It does seem passing strange that the
largest of all mammals only made its ap-
pearance on a stamp when the Falkland
Islands Set of 1929 made its debut.

A better picture of the whale is reflected
in the sixpenny value of the famous centen-
ary set of 1933 issued by the same country.
The animal is in the act of “breaching,” i.e.,
leaping, a truly imposing sight.

The 2d. value of the current Geo. VI. Series
shows us the jawbones of a whale.

A century ago the English, Norwegian,
Dutch and New England whalers were re-
nowned for their skill and prowess in chasing
and killing the leviathan prior to the advent
of the deadly and efficient bomb-lance of our
own day.

It is only in comparatively recent times
that we ‘have acquired more knowledge of
this gigantic creature and its habits. There
are several different species of whales, the
most well known of which are the sperm
whale or cachalot as the French call it, the
fin-back and the hump-back; of these only the
sperm whale has teeth, the other types having
the baleen or fringe.

Consideration of time and space having to
be taken into account, I propose giving a short
resume of the sperm whale and its habits
and concluding with a few interesting facts
about the fin-back whale. The gigantic sperm
whale is the typical representative of a family
which includes the lesser cachalot and a num-
ber of extinct cetaceans. In both living species
functional teeth are restricted to the lower
jaw.

The tongue and the interior of the mouth
are a glistening white and the diameter of the
throat is very large. The eyes, of which the
left is smaller than the right, are placed
somewhat above the angles of the mouth,
and a short distance behind them are the
minute apertures of the ear, which are said
not to exceed a quarter of an inch in dia-
meter.

The peculiar butt-ended head of the sperm
whale with its pointed lower jaw armed with
sharp teeth, when studied in the light of the
contents of the stomach, enables the naturalist
to reconstruct something of the methods of
feeding of these fierce cataceans.

Taking in a tremendous draught of air at
the surface and filling his huge lungs to their
fullest capacity, he plunges down to the
depths of the ocean, his enormous horizontal
tail acting both as propellor and diving plane.
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If he had a vertical tail like a fish, he pro-
bably could not descend to nor rise from the
great depth with the speed so necessary to
his mode of life. He is not built for swift
forward speed like a fish, but for practical
straight up and down work.

With lungs full of air he plunges almost
vertically downwards till he reaches the ocean
floor. There he browses about seeking a big,
appetising octopus. The cachalot’s enormous
flat ended snout—as large as the end of a
big railway engine—pushes around this rock,
then into that cave, then over this piece of
“pastureland,” till his pig-like eyes, set back
gome fifteen feet from the tip of his nose,
catches sight of "an octopus crouching on a
rock, with its long tentacles spread out, and
here the 51gn1flcance of the strange scissor-
like under-jaw of the sperm whale becomes
apparent. The whale, hovering over his prey,
lowers himself until his huge head rests on
the body of the octopus.

The weight of the head almost squeezing
the life out of the victim and causing it
slightly to'relax its hold, the whale forces
its sharp pointed lower-jaw beneath one of
the tentacles and with one crunch bites it off.

Writhing with pain the octopus releases
one or more of its remaining arms and en-
circles the head of the whale, hoping to hold
it down until it is drowned or so weakened
from lack of air that it will relinquish the
attack and be only too glad to escape to the
surface. Then follows a battle royal. The whale
is well aware that he cannot remain more
than forty to fifty minutes in the depths
without a fresh supply of air and it devotes
itself to the task of killing its prey in the
shortest possible space of time.

. With three or more of the cuttlefish’s
arms around its head the whale makes titanic
efforts to wrest its enemy from its hold on
the rock. Here is a tug of war in very
sooth! Again the trick of forcing the point
of the jaw beneath it, another mighty
crunch and another tentacle is severed. The
process is repeated until the octopus is so
weakened that it cannot maintain its hold
on the rock, and with one mighty heave the
whale tears him loose, bites hlm in half a
dozen places until the creature is dead, then
to be bitten off into convenient sized pieces
and consumed at leisure.

Apparently a surfeit of cuttlefish sets up
a state of indigestion of some form of
stomach irritation, for occasionally the sperm
whale ejects a huge mass of cheesy matter
from its stomach. This substance is occasion-
ally found floating on the surface, and is
worth a small fortune to the lucky finder, for
it is the famous ambergris, although for-
merly employed in medicine it is now exclus-
ively used in the preparation of perfumery and
is worth £5 an ounce. Some 15 years ago
two young Englishmen touring South Island,
New Zealand, discovered ambergris on the
beach, which, when realised, brought them
the nice sum of £10,000.

Despite the ferocious nature of the sperm
whale, the mother is devoted to her calf and



January, 1944.

becomes a veritable fury should any danger
threaten. The newborn calf is from five to
five feet six in length. There is a preserved
specimen in the Cape Town Museum. It has
been mounted so as to show the pecuhar
formation of the mouth and the lower-jaw, in
which the powerful baby teeth are already
showing this indication that baby cachalot
will be expected to be weaned and to start
upon solid food at no distant date.

And now, in conclusion, a few 1nterest1ng‘
facts about the fin-back Whale

Recently Mr. D. Quiring, a resident in the
State of California, U.S.A., brought the fol-
lowing particulars to light regarding a 71
foot fin-back whale:

Estimated weight, 65 tons; weight of brain,
18 1bs.; weight of tongue, 2705 1bs.; weight
of ki'dneys, 461 1bs.; weight of liver, 1,783 1bs.3
eyes, 3% lbs.; heart, 842 1bs.; lung, 868 lbs.;
stomach, 685 lbs.; blubber, approximately, 12
tons.

I am indebted to the following sources of
information from which I have constructed
this paper.

The Harmsworth Natural History as also
an interesting scries of articles which ap-
peared in the Cape Times .entitled “Tales of
the whales,” by a writer who wrote under
the pen-name of “Pisces” and finally to the
“Volkstem” of 21st June, 1943, for the par-
ticulars anent the fin-back whale. One reason
which induced me to prepare this paper was
that I cannot call to mind a paper on similar
lines being read previously and I thought it
might be of interest.

CORRESPONDENCE

C“EGYPT.”

Dear Sir,

No doubt some of your readers will be in-
terested in the following story concerning the
5 mills Princess Ferial Birthday stamp is-
sued in 1940.

This last month advertisements appeared
in local papers calling for applications for
the issue .of this Bifthday stamp. It was
stated that the 10 mills stamp issued in 1940
would be re-issued overprinted 1943 in Euro-
pean and Arabic figures. Apparently there
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were many applications and these exceeded
the quantity available by some 400 or 500 per
cent. for dealers reported that they only re-
ceived about 20 per cent. of the quantity for
which they applied. The stamp, apparently,
was only available for sale for one or two
days at the most and I was one of many to
be told that as I had not made an application
no supplies were available. There is as yet
no final information but it appears that not
more than about 400 sheets of these stamps
which contain 100 stamps per sheet were is-
sued. We have been told that a number of
sheets, never issued, will be destroyed because
they contain some inverted overprints. One
error has Been found; it is the 98th stamp in
the bottom right-hand corner. The Arabic
figureg for 9 and 4 have been reversed which
means that 1943 has been wrongly translated
into the figures 1493. The corner block con-
taining these six stamps is now selling as
high a £12!

There is another interesting feature of the
sheets of these stamps which would interest
gpecialists*in the stamps of Egypt. The over-
prints have been made up by typographical
process and the result is that each and every
figure varies on every stamp. I met a man
yesterday who said he had sold a sheet for
£25,

Recently there has been great interest in
the current set of Trans Jordan stamps. A
set of eight stamps, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 10, 15 and
20 mills, has been issued without watermark,
and also the three postage due values, 1, 2
and 10 mfilld. The stocks of the two highest
values of the postage stamps are now ex-
hausted and there is now a keen demand for
the complete set without watermark.

In conclusion, may I say that through the
kindness of a friend I now receive the S.A.
Philatelist regularly, and it is a pleasure to
read your excellent publication so far away
from home.

Yours faithfully,
JOHN P. SHINGLER,
U.D.F.I. M.E.F,

KENYA.
Stamp Collecting notes that the 20c is now
being printed from plates 8-4a, 4b and the 5s.
from plates 2-1.

Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIALS
should get into touch with me AT ONCE

Selections of choice Mint or Used

AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Ete.,
on approval to medium and advanced collectors These books can be selected from at
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue, REFERENCES ESSENTIAL.

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England
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SOCIETY NEWS

CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, K. Alexander; Hon. Secretary, S. Kag-
anson, 16 Military Road, Cape Town. Mo%tix?é,sl\:;]li
held on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month
ﬁtﬂ(}\h;)dl(‘:ll ITouse, 35 Wale Street, Cape Town, at
(I .

25th November.—Although Mr. E. C. Solom
M.P.C., was merely scheduled ‘“for a disp]ag.’o’ (;)J;Ié
need never have any qualms of what sort of exhi-
bition Mr. Solomon will put up, and this evening’s
display® was quite_as outstanding as any of his
previous exhibits. He showed a fine lot of Abyssinia
with various overprints, also a wonderful collection
of Afghanistan stamps. Then there were a fine lot
of Indian States and a number of Chinese Locals
shown. Greece and Crete were well represented, in-
cluding a fine set of (reek stamps, postally used,
issued in_connection with the wedding of the Crown
Prinee Paul in 1938.  Another fine item was an
envelope with the full set of Union 1st Air Mail
stamps, which had been autographed by Mr. E.
Sturrman, the then Postmaster General.

The Society is in full swing for the forthcoming
“Cavalcade,” and stamps are now being solicited for
the cause,

9th December.—The customary philatelic display
was dispensed with for this evening as Mr. Playfair,
Organising Secretary of the Cape Town Cavaleade,
had very kindly consented to exhibit the film of
the Port Elizabeth Liberty Cavalcade.

The film, in éolour, was shown by Major White
and his assistants. Major White explained that Mr.
Playfair fully intended to be present and address
members on the work of the Cavalcade, but owing
to other pressing engagements c¢ouldn’t just do it.
Major White, however, deputised for him, and ex-
plained the various® sections as they were thrown
on the screen. A

£ W.A.

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL.

President, A. L. Bevis; Hon. Sec., G. Milner,
Palmer, P.O. Box 588, Durban; Meetings, 1st and
3rd Wednesdays at London Assurance House, 319
Smith Street (in the rooms of the Durban Camera
Club, top floor), 7.30 p.m.

The December meeting, held at 319 Smith Street
on 1st December, was chiefly notable for an auction
of stamps donated in aid of St. Dunstan’s Home.
Skilfully handled by our Hon. Auctioneer, Mr. A.
S. Maskell, the sale produced the sum of £23 7s.
9d., and as an extraordinary coincidence it was
found after the sale that this total coincided exaectly
with the catalogue valuation of the stamps.

A display of the stamps of Natal had been pro-
mised but had to be postponed. In its absence Mr.
Bishop, deputising for the President, who was away
on holiday, invited ideas for a discussion.

Mr. McCall raised the question of the insurance
of the Society’s exchange packets while in the hands
of different members or in transit from member to
member. Mr. Mudie asked what would be the posi-
tion in the event of a member having his house
burgled at the time when a packet was in l'ElS keep-
ing. There were other speakers on the SubJP(‘f‘.ﬂnd
Mr. Bishop, replying. explained the Society’s failure
to secure a satisfactory insurance contract on any
reasonable hasis. It was decided to make a new ap-
proach to Lloyd’s agents in Durban. .

fn the meantime our Society would be most in-
terested to hear what has been the experience of

r ieti in this matter.
other Societies in . GALD.

EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, C. Hampson; Hon. Secretary, Mr. S.
. Fowler, P.0O. Box 168, Fast London.

At the November meeting the highlight of the
evening was a superb display of ¥Xgypt by Mr.
Lazarus. To say that it was magnificent seems
an underestimate of the showing which was complete
to the last detail. After the tea interval Mr. Laz-
arus again engrossed the attention of those present
when he displayed Sudan. It is difficult to say which
was the better exhibition as it was apparent that
Mr. Lazarus had aimed for perfection, but the com-
plete General Gordon Commemoration set received
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a good deal of comment and admiration. The beauty
of the displays was further enhanced as both eon-
tained mint blocks.

The December meeting was held on the 10th at
the Colosseum Buildings at 7.45 p.m., at which
Mr. Hampson also presided. Members had been re-
quested previously to bring six sheets, and as a
consequence a very creditable exhibition in miniature
resulted. It is impossible to enumerate all the types
displayed, but members certainly extended them-
selves in putting forward an attractive selection.
Tt is hoped that this idea will become popular
as it certainly does provide philatelic enjoyment.

At this meeting the chairman expressed his thanks
to all those who had displayed, and at the same
time he extended his good wishes for Christmas and
ithe New Year to all members.

+
PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, A. B, Basden; Hon. Secretary, H. A.
Wager, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mon-
d?ys, 8 p.m., Technical College.

6th December.—Dr. Broughton in the chair. Mr.
Hawke read some interesting philatelic extracts.

. Mr. vaapeth read a paper on Papua which was
important philatelically chiefly on account of its air
mail services. He described some interesting epi-
sodes and difficulties encountered in the fighting
bet\v.een the Japanese and Australians which he had
received at first hand from members of the fight-
ing forces there. The chairman thanked Mr. Gio-
vanetti and pointed out that the development of the
important gold mine in the mountains of Papua
would not have been possible except for the trans-
port of the necessary machinery by air.

c Dr. Broughton tabléd a fine collection of Belgian
“ongo. .

20th December.—Dr. Broughton in the chair. Mr.
Oppenheun gave a detailed account of the recent
advance in prices of many of the colonial issues

President’s Night.—Mr. Basden gave a very in-
structive talk on the Inter-Provincials of Southern
Africa., He gave a clear exposition of the stamp
position in all the Provinces at the time of Union
and explained how stamps of all the Provinces came
to be used throughout the Union. Dates during which
stamps could be used interprovineially were given
and he pointed out why the prices of many of them
with the exception of the Transvaal had been con-
siderably increased.

Dr. Broom proposed a vote of thanks to the
President, Mr. Basden, for a most enjoyable evening,
and this was carried with acclamation.

+
THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG

President, F. J. H. Lang; Hon. Secretary, L.
Buchen, Box 4967. Johannesburg; Meetings, 2nd
Tuesdays, Public Library, Johannesburg, 8 p.m.

Although there was only an average attendance at
our December meeting held on December 14, an en-
joyable experience was had by all present as Mr. E.
Jourdan’s exhibit of the Classics of Australia was
something really worth while seeing. In comment-
jng on this exhibit Mr., Carleton Jones expressed his
opinion that the early Australians were among the
finest of the old Classics. Insofar as Mr, Jourdan’s
collection was concerned, Mr. Carleton Jones made
the following observations.

The Western Australians, which comprised mostly
the old classical issues, were of the highest quality.

He considered the New South Wales issues the best
of the countries exhibited, and remarked about the
one penny Sydney View, the many fine imperf. speci-
mens and the 5s. Coin Stamps. .

The New Zealand stamps were in excep‘gonally
fine condition and included many imperfs. with the
four sides showing. These New Zealand imperfs. were
so closely printed together on the page, as was il-
lustrated by exhibits; of blocks, that it is understand-
able why so relatively few good imperfs. are extant

“with all four margins showing.

The Queensland group included many fine examples
of difficult-to-secure items. Also there were many
good items among the South Australias and Vie-
torias.

Another new member was elected at this meeting,
in faet it is rare now that we do not take in at
least ome new member each month, hut we are always

(Continued on page 12).
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South African Meter List — UNIVERSAL - By G. W. Hockey

(Continued from vage 144 December issue)

ldenti- : E Authori- | Cancella- First
fication Licence Place. Name of User. | sation tion Date
Number. No. I Date. Date. Seen.
U142 957 Pretoria .. .. | Iscor, Ltd. .. .. .. 3.-7.40 — 30.12.40
U143 939 Cape Town . .. | Central News Agencv, Ltd .. .. .. 8. 3.40 _— 11. 3.40
U144 989 Cape Town .. | Municipality .. .. .. .. 6.12.40 — 14.12.40
U145 994 - | Johannesburg .. | Berks Bros. .. . .. 6.12.40 — —_
U146 1001 Durban .. .. | Standard Bank of 8. A, Itd. .. .. .. 1. 2.41 — 24. 3.42
U147 1006 Johannesburg .. | W. Lipworth & Co. .. .. .. | 20. 2.41 -— —
U148 1031 Johannesburg .. | Lever Bros. (8.A.) (Pty. ), Ltd. .. ..o 27, 5.41 — 10. 7.41
U149 1016 Johannesburg .. | S.A. General Electric Co., Ltd. . .. ] 26, 3.41 — 20. 7.42
U150 1040 Johannesburg .. | The Bantu Press (Pty.), Ttd. .. .. o210 7.41 —_ —
U151 963 Johannesburg .. | Union Unity Fund . .. .. 2. 8.40 — 2. 8.40
U152 1086 Johannesburg .. | Woolworths (Pty.), Ltd .. .. ..o | 18, 6.41 — —
U153 727 Johannesburg .. | Piel’s Cold Storage, Ltd. .. .. .. | 27. 8.41 —_ 28. 4.42
Uls4 1014 Cape Town .. | Stuttaford & Co., Ltd. e .. .. ] 26. 3.41 — —_
U155 1030 Cape Town .. | Cape Explosives Worlxs, Td. . .. 27. 5.41 — 3. 6.41
U156 1034 Durban .. .. | €. G. Smith & Co., Ltd. .. .. .. 5. 6.41 — 2. 3.42
U157 1056 Johannesburg .. | General Optical Co. .. .. .. 1. 9.41 — 27. 8.42
U158 1059 Cape Town .. | 8,A. Nat. Life Ass. Co., Ttd. .. . .| 23, 9.41 — 3.10.41
i
Numerical Summary, as at 4.3.43
Number No Number .
(3} Record. of My
Machines. Usages. Representation.
Neopost . .. .. .. .. 278 9 339 193
Midget .. .. .. .. .. .. 365 1 592 342
Francctyp . .. .. .. .. 27 — 50 33
Universal o .. .. .. .. 158 2 192 143
TOTALS .. .. .. .. 828 12 1,173 711
Tdenti- Place. User. Authori- Cancella-
fication. zation. tion.
N4 Cape Town .. .. Galun & Sales, Ltd .. .. .. .. . 1.11.26 28. 9.31
N19 Cape Town .. .. Vaeuum Qil Lo of 8.A., Ltd .. .. .. .. 27. 5.29 17.12.36
N30 Durban .. M. Polliack & Co., Tta. .. .. .. .. .. .. 10. 6.29 11. 2.35
N42 Port Elizabeth .. A, Fisher & Co., Ltd. .. .. . .. .. .. 9. 3.31 27. 4.31
N67 Cape Town .. .. Sheel Co. of S.A., Ltd. .. .. .. .. .. .. 25. 8.30 —
N77 Johannesburg .. L. Botha .. . .. .. .. 29. 1.34 27. 2.84
N77 Johanneshurg .. 1nternational Correspondence College .. .. .. 26. 2.34 28. 4.41
N103 Port Elizabeth .. Teikamdas Bros. .. .. .. .. 9. 1.34 11. 6.34
N157 Johannesburg .. Jacoby & Co. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8. 4.35 6. 1.36
N212 Johannesburg .. Belfast Warehouse .. .. .. .. .. .. 20. 6.37 1. 1.38
M2 Pretoria . .. McDowell & Jardine .. .. .. .. .. . 10. 1.27 19. 3.28
M3 Joha,nnesburg .. Tunley & Co. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 10. 1.27 19. 3.28
M4 Durban .. Tunley & Co. .. .. .. . .. .. .. 10, 1.27 19, 3.28
M5 Port Elizabeth .. Tunley & Co. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1o0. 1.27 30. 5.28
M6 - Cape Town .. .. Tunley & Co. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 10. 1.27 21. 8.28
M22 Rloemfontein .. Office Appliances .. .. .. .. .. .. 6. 6.27 1. 2.28
M51 Cape Town .. S.A. Mutual Ass. Soc. .. .. .. 1.30 17. 3.30
M57 East London .. Malcomess, Ltd. PR, .. .. 2.28 29. 4.29
M78 Durban . .. Natal Office Appha.nces .. .. .. .. .. 8. 7.29 28.10.29
M381 Johannesburg .. W. Jacobson (Pty.), Ltd .. .. e .. .o 30, 9.41 —
MOo6 Cape Town .. .. Sun Life Assurance .. .. .. .. 6. 8.28 —
M186 Cape Town .. .. Mathieson & Ashley, Ltd. .. .. .. .. 29.11.33 —
M273 Port, Elizabeth .. African Oxygen & Acet\]ene. Ttd. .. e .. .. 19. 9.38 27. 3.39
M278 Johdnnesburg .. Dairy Industry Control Board . .. .. .. e 27.11.39 10. 3.41
5 J nh'mnesburg .. Colin Munro .. .. .. .. .. . .. 21, 4.30 26. 5.30
F6 Durban .. .. . Harvey Greenacre .. .. .. .. .. .. 21.4.30 26. 5.30
¥7 Durban .. .. K. Gundelfinger .. .. .. .. .. .. 21. 4.30 26. 5.30
F8 Durban .. .. P, Henwood Son & \outtvr et .. .. oo 21, 4.30 —
Fi1 Johannesburg .. Rillstone Motors .. .. .. . .. 14, 8.33 20. 7.35
13 Johannesburg .. Cohen Goldman . .. .. .. .. .. 9. 1.31 1. 6.31
¥14 Johannesburg .. Auto Elec. Supply Co. .. .. .. .. .. 25. 8.30 22, 2.32
Fi6 Cape Town .. Modern Office Equipment .. . . .. .. 20.10.30 15. 5.31
U35 Johannesburg .. New Consolidated Goldfields .. .. .. .. 17. 9.34 25. 7.36
U132 Johannesburg .. S.A. Broadcasting Co. .. .. .. .. .. .. 15. 7.40 _—
ADDITIONAL DOUBTFUL. '
M69 Cape Town .. .. Benjamin & Lawton .. .. .. .. .. .. 26.11.28 12.10.36
M72 Cape Town .. .. A. Burchell .. . .. .. .. .. .. 25. 6.28 17. 8.31
M87 Cape Town .. .. General Assurance .. .. .. .. .. . 4.11.28 —
M95 Johannesburg .. Board of Executors .. .. .. .. .. .. 28.6.37 4. 9.38
M116 Johannesburg .. Reunert & Lenz - .. .. .. . .. .. 5.10.31 14.12.31
M302 Johannesburg .. Land Bank .. o 13. 2.40 —
M314 Johannesburg ©. P. Henwood Son & Soutter .. .. .. .. 31, 3.41 —
F19 Johannesburg .. Rilistone Motors .. .. . .. .. 5. 2.34 29, 7.35
F24 Cape Town .. .. Taeuber & Corssen .. .. .. .. .. .. 1932 —
N&2 Cape Town .. . Nasionale Pers .. . . .. 3. 9.3t —

The dates 91“ the above items rdash with others already publwlwd hence the doubt.
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1 .

denti-

fication. Place. User.
DELETE :

Ni12 Cape Town . Woolworths (Pty.), Ltd.

M3 Johannesburg .. P. Henwood Son Soutter & Co.

M41 Johannesburg . W, Jacobson (Pty.), Ltd.
ERRATA:

N258 Reverse N258 and the ditto ticks above it.

ﬁ%gg —Reverse the entries against these two meters.

Collaboration with- other meter specialists
has brought to light some additional items,
which, together with corrections, are here
given. The record of meters to 4.3.43, allowing
also for duplicate authorizations, is therefore
29 follows:— :

Identification. No record. Users. -

278 5 341
M 365 1 599
P27 0 57
U 158 2 194

828 8 1191

(10 doubtful records not included.)

The “no record” meters are N. 7, 10, 162,
266, 267; M 360; and U 36 and 38. The latter
two Universal meters were issued in Southern
Rhodesia in 1935, this date according to
Harris. The top and bottom panels were re-
engraved ‘“ Southern” and “ Rhodesia” re-
spectively, while the “ Posgeld betaald ” was
removed and replaced by a second “ Postage
Paid.” These meters are, therefore, missing

January, 1944,

from the South African list.

It is interesting to note that commerce and
its branches has employed meters to the extent
of almost exactly one firm per identification.
Earliest authorizations for the four main
types are, Neopost, 1st Nov., 1926; Midget,
4th Jan., 1927; Francotyp, 21st April, 1930;
and Universal, 18th Feb., 1933.

Francotyp has not been secen for some
years now, and type 1 Neopost is also out of
use, except for a -solitary 2d., No. 13 seen
occasionally, In Neopost type 1, identifica-
tions 7, 10 and 12 have not been seen, and
only in 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6 is the key letter N
found. 15 has one feature missing from all
the others. The lower curved panels contain-
ing “ Posgeld ” and “ Betaald ” are closed by
vertical lines either side of the identification
number,

In Neopost type II., the minor type charac-
terised by small differences in design is a
fixed value, and has been seen only in N 1,
#d. Cape Town; N 3, 2d.; N 8, 2d.; N 12, 1d.;
N 13, 1d.; and N 35, 3d. N 31 is a special
on its own, differing both in perforationg and
minor points of design from, its like,

The opening of the description of Neopost
type I. should read: “ Double lined frame.”
This frame consists of a fine thin outer line
and thicker inner one, whereas in the minor
types of II. the lines appear mnearer equal
thickness. -

Further Universal identifications are ap-
pearing in 1943, but Midget and Neopost
remain static. G. W. HOCKEY.

(Continued from page 10).
on the lookout for new recruits to our hobby, even
if it is not possible for, them at present to have the
benefit of attending our monthly meetings.

So far our war funds have contributed over £226
to twenty different organisations rendering service or
relief, in some form to the fighting forces throughout
the world. We want to continue this good work,
but in order to be able to do so we must be able
to count on the full support, of all of our members
in some tangible form. Although cash denations will
be gratefully accepted, we prefer donations of stamps,
which can be auctioned at our monthly meetings
for these war funds; such donations have the double
blessing of helping worthy causes and putting other-
wise frozen stamp stocks into circulation at a time
they will do the most good.

H.E.B.

+
O.F.8.-BASUTOLAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, Mr. C. A. Larsen; Hon. Secretary,
Mr. R. G. Lyon, Box 702, Bloemfontein; Meetings,
3rd Fridays, Oranje Koffiehuis, Bloemfontein.

December.—One of the many mnew and valuable
members the Society has aaquired from the Bloem-
fontein Air Schols, namely, Flight-Lieut. G. W.
Horton, gave a very fine display of his Bgyptiar
stamps at the December meeting.

Starting with a printers’ proof set of the first
issue, he presented all catalogued items with very
few exceptions, and many uncatalogued ones besides
that, ih excellent condition. In the Port Fuad set he
showed the 15m with the obliterating bar double, a
varjety of which only 6 copies exist. Of the Suez
Canal Co. issue, a genuine and a forged set were
shown. There was a complete array of the various
Christmas Seal issues which = included the Silver
Jubilee seal. Of interest were also some philatelic
jtems . which Flight-Lijeut. Horton found when enter-
ing the ruins of the Tobruk Post Office. .

A hearty vote of thanks was passed to the exhibi-
tor. During the evening, a successful auction sale
was held. One new member was enrolled. The policy
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of the Chairman, Mr, Larsen, to keep formal busi-
ness ruthlessly down to a few meagre minutes, was
welcomed by everybody and contributed to the suec-
cess of the evening.

VARIETY IN THE £ TRANSVAAL
REPUBLIC STAMP. '

Mr. Tom Stiehl, Hay Springs, Nebr,
U.S.A., reports via Stephen G. Rich, a variety
in the Transvaal Republic £56 stamp, S.G. No.
187. In an unused copy, a perfectly round
white dot occurs between A and F of
“7Z, AFR.REPUBLIEK,” even with the top of
of the letters, and approximately twice the
size of the stop after the Z. The copy is a
genuine one, on the basis of the tests for
genuine and forgery in Curle and Basden’s
book. Whether it is a reprint is not certain;
paper is hardly dead white enough to make
such identification sure; perf. is correct 123
comb; colour of ink agrees with used copies
with correct date showing in cancellation.
Mr. Rich thinks it is a reprint, and suggests,

as to the nature.of the
l variety, that this may be

J : a bubble in the ink.
i R The accompanying il-
e] ¢ lustration is a scale-
- drawing of the variety
from Mr. Stiehl’s stamp.
Further information, and
record of further copies
of this variety, would be

useful, :




January, 1944. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. iii.

LOCO-BUSTING

puts us on the spot!

No country can exist as a civilised community unless
rail and road transport can continually move goods be-
tween ports and interior, between farms and towns.

In war, as in peace, transport is vital and railway
locomotives, as well as the factories that make them, be-
come the inevitable targets for destruction.

When the war is over it is certain that damage to
rail communications overseas will have to be made good
before a single new locomotive can be sent to South Africa.

There are two methods of ‘“loco-busting.” Through
our war effort, we have played no small part in holding
off the one. We are taking every precaution that fore-
sight demands to avoid the other . . . destruction through
excessive strain. A locomotive is a machine, working
under powerful stresses. Service and repairs can prolong
life, but not indefinitely. We must conserve engine
power, since there is no hope of early replacement, and we
can only conserve it by cutting down the number of pas-
senger trains, even if, in doing so, a great many travellers
are inconvenienced. There is no alternative.

Goods and military passengers have priority because
the nation must live and be defended. Apart from that
proviso we do not deny your right to travel, whether for
business or for holidays, up to our limited capacity to
carry you, but we do urge you, in your own interests, not
to travel unless you consider it to be absolutely necessary.

DO NOT TRAVEL UNLESS YOU MUST

South African Railways

Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News Agency,
Ltd., Johannesburg: Printed by Magazine Press (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, Johannesburg
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PUBLICATIONS

By LOWE
* THE REGENT CATALOGUE (ADHESIVE).

VOLUME I includes all issues up to 1930 Price 5/6 plus Gd postage.
YOLUME II is published every March and September, includes all issues to date and an addenda to
Voiume 1. Price 1/8 pluSZd. postage.

Throughout both volumes the prices listed are as near as possible market prices; in addition Gibbens’
and Scott’s catalogue numbers are cross-referenced with Regent numbers for those collectors whose
collections are based on these catalogues.

Volume I plus the current edition of Volume II will bring

you right up to date with the British Empire Market.

* THE HANDSTRUCK CATALOGUE (1661-1900).

This is the only catalogue of Handstruck Postage Stamps of the British Empire, and lists every known
recorded marking with prices. All Provisional Handstruck Stamps issued prior to 1900 are ‘.1st‘ed, and
« those in use in Great Britain from 1840 to 1853 are catalogued in detail. The histmiiml data mcltuded
s 3 b o aw b o i 3 i ostage,
is invaluable to the collector—as is the catalogue itself Price 10/6 plus Gd. p g

which includes the December 1942 Supplement. The latter can be cbtained separately.

Price 1//6 plus 2d- postage.
* THE GT. BRITAIN SPECIALISED CATALOGUE (1661-1943).

This incorporates the Great Britain sections from the two catalogues mentioned above with a lot of
additional specialised data, such as details of the plating of the line-engraved issues, illustrations of
essays and proofs, sizes of sheets, cancellations, and a catalogue of postal stationery. The new edition,
pubbshed in March, 1943, includes a catalogue of the Circular De'eory College, Railway, Telegraph
and Postal Revenue Stamps as well as the re-writing of s-a‘v‘e/r,al -sectie” .

The price of the new edition is 10/6 plus Gd. postage.

All cnquiries to

ROBSON LOWE LTD.

50, PALL MALL, LONDON, SW.lL
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Confident
when
Buying and Selling

This very grateful tribute to the quality of the
service provided by Harmer’s Bond Street Stamp Auctions
is but one of the many hundreds of compliments that we
receive each season.

The success of Harmer’s Bond Street Stamp Auctions
is the fruit of more than 50 years’ consistent effort to
provide a perfect service and complete satisfaction for
Vendor and for Buyer.

Every feature of every sale at Harmer’s of Bond
Street is handled by experts—men whose wide experience
enables them to reveal those little extra points of a stamp
that enable the distant Buyer to bid confidently and in
complete security, and ensure for the Vendor a fair price
for his stamps.

That is why almost all the great collections are placed
with Harmer’s of Bond Street for dispersal—why more than
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond
Street Stamp Auctions—why Harmer’s have a larger turn-
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer.

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues.
Our brochure “Selling Stamps at Auction” also is free to
prospective Vendors.

H. R. HARMER

The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer
ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS.

131-137, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1,
ENGLAND.

Cables: “HARMER’S BOND STREET LONDON.”
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CORRESPONDENCE

October 29th, 1943.
The Editor,
South African Philatelist.

“KIMBERLEY REEFS.”

Dear Sir,—By a remarkable coincidence the
interesting correspondence in your journal re-
garding the postmarks of Kimberley Reefs,
has revealed the fact that, I believe, the only
mistake in the list of more than eight hundred
postmarks described by me in the London
Philatelist and my book “The Romance of the
Posts of Rhodesia,” from copies in my collec-
tion, was due to an accident in typing, which
transposed the details of Kimberley Reefs and
Killarney Mine (near Bulawayo). They
should, of course, read:

KILLARNEY MINE. SOUTHERN RHO-
DESIA. D.C. Opened in 1907, closed 1913.

KIMBERLEY REEFS. SOUTHERN RHO-
DESIA. D.C. Opened in 1904 changed to
BINDURA in 1913,
and

BINDURA. SOUTHERN RHODESIA. D.C.
Opened in 1904 as KIMBERLEY REEFS re-
named BINDURA in 1913.

(D.C. means Double Concentric circles).

.Will those who have copies of the “L.P.” or
my book, kindly make the necessary correc-
tions.

The details were authenticated, as were all
the other S. Rhodesian postmarks, by the late
postmaster, Mr. Collyer.

1 enclose a portion of the KIMBERLEY
REEFS postmark, and have had several com-
plete impressions, one of which I sent to my
friend the late Major Harrington, for his in-
formation.

(This is different in type from any contem-
-poraneous Kimberley postmark, such as has
been chronicled as having been found in Rho-
desian stamps.—Ed.) )

Kimberley Reefs (Bindura) is situated
about forty miles (not 56 as mentioned by a
correspondent) N.N.E. of Salisbury, and
about 15 miles west of Shamva,
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And here is something of topical interest
regarding these placds, as recently related to
me by the Air Chief Marshal Sir Arthur T.
Harris, K.C.B., O.B.E., etc., Commander-in-
Chief Bomber Command (The Scourge of
Germany) and published in tlee September is-
sue of the London Philatelist. In the early
days he drove one of Kimpton’s ‘“Buffalo
Bill” mail coaches, with a team of sixteen
mules or six horses, from Salisbury to KIM-
BERLEY REEFS, Mazoe and Shamva, and in
fact over the whole district from Mount Dar-
win in the north to Umtali in the south. Later
on he drove hig own Mail car, when an out-
break of horse sickness interrupted the ser-
vices, and motor cars took the place of the old
coaches.

I do not know the number used in the ob-
long space in the centre of the “Barred Oval”
at Kimberley Reefs, and, unlesg a cover hap-
pens to turn up with this postmark as well
as the town name, it is very unlikely that it
will ever be indentified. It was ustally im-
pressed on the stamp (or stamps) and the
town name in circles, as above, somewhere else
on the envelope. Very few of these ‘oval
barred” with number postmarks have been
traced, only Fort Victoria, Iron Mine Hill,
Tuli, Salisbury, Gwelo, Plumtree, Umtali and
Fort Rosebery, and there are to my knowledge
thirty-eight others (in my collection) await-
ing identification.. These given are the only
ones Mr. Swift, the present Postmaster-
General at Salisbury, ean trace. I would be
grateful to any of your readers if they could
render any help by examining covers in their
possession, and would let me know if they
come across any others, in order that they
may be added when my book is “resurrected”
after the war. .

Yours truly,
H. C. DANN.

S.W.A.

The Union 1s. miniature war stamp has ap-
peared with the S.W.A. overpmnt in smaller
type (the same size as on all the other ban-
tams, except the 1id.). Previously the over-
print was in a larger type.
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(A). THE 1925 ISSUE.

The first air-mail stamps of the Union of
South Africa comprising the four denomina-
tions, 1d. red, 3d. blue, 6d. magenta, and 9d.
green, were issued on the 25th February. 1925.

These stamps were printed by the Cape
Times, Limited, at Cape Town by the litho-
graphic-photographic-zine plate-offset process.

A sheet consisted of 120 stamps divided into
two panels, upper and lower, each of 6 hori-
zontal rows of 10 units. Coloured circles en-
closing large white denominated figures
appeared (1) on the margin above vertical
rows 5 and 6 of the upper panel, (2) opposite
horizontal rows 8 and 4 on the right-hand
marging of each of the upper and lower
panels, and (3) on the margin below vertical
rows 5 and 6 of the lower panel. A white mar-
gin of about 15 mm. separated the two panels
on each sheet, horizontally.

The undenominated design, approximately
four times the size of that depicted on a
printed stamp, was engraved in recess on a
copper die by Mr. A. J. Cooper, formerly of
Waterlow and Sons, Limited. The lines cut
in recess and negative on the copper die cor-
responded with the lines of colour which de-
lineated the design on a printed stamp with
the exception of the circular tablets enclosing
the figures of value in white. The figures of
value tablets were engraved separately on
copper in the same size as the large figure of
value tablets printed on the margins of a
sheet in the positions referred to afore.

Transfer-paper impressions were taken
from the undenominated copper die and
patched up into a group of four. Eight trans-
fer-paper impressiong were taken from the
four figure of value copper dies and 2 of each,
i.e,, of the 1d., 3d., 6d., and 9d., added to the
four already. taken from the undenominated
die. Thus four denominated transfer-paper
impressions were transferred to a lithographic
stone, in a group of four. Black and white
impressiong were printed in quadriform from
the lithographic stone, one each for the 1d.,
3d., 6d. and 9d. denominations. Thereafter 60
of the best lithographic sheets were selected
from an unknown quantity printed and cut
up into 240 single copies, 60 of each of the
four denominations. The single copies were
mounted very carefully on large cards in
groups of 60, 6 horizontal rows of 10 each;
thus four cards, one for each of the four de-
nominations, namely, 1d., 3d., 6d. and 9d., in
panels of 60. In mounting the individual litho-
graphic prints provision for space wag made
for the perforation gutters vertically and hori-
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zontally. At this stage the size of each litho-
graphic stamp image on the cards corres-
ponded to the size of the image on the original
copper die, i.e., four times approximately the
size of a printed stamp.

Each of the four 60-contained cards was
then photographed and four 60-set negative
prints obtained, one for each denomination;
the size of each image on the negative prints
corresponding to the size of a printed stamp.
Before the said cards were photographed
lithographic prints of the large figure of value
tablets were affixed to the cards above ver-
tical rows 5 and 6, and opposite horizontal
rows 3 and 4. After the said photographs
were taken the said large figure of value tab-
lets were removed and similar ones affixed to
the cards below vertical rows 5 and 6, and
opposite horizontal rows 3 and 4. Each of the
four 60-contained cards was again photo-
graphed and further four 60-set negative
prints obtained, one for each denomination.

Four zinc plates were taken and each one
coated with a bichrcmated albumen solution. .
Two negative prints, one for the top panel and
one for the bottem panel, of one of the de-
nominations were contacted with one of the
zine plates and exposed to light in a special
photographic printing frame. The exposed
plate then held images of the lines of design
of insoluble albumen affecied by light, and
the undelineated portions coatings unaffected
by light in soluble condition. The plate then
was coated with a thin film of special ink
and immersed in water, the soluble portion of
the coating was waghed off and left inked
images of the lines of design adhering to the
insoluble coating still on the plate. The re-
maining three zinc plates were similarly con-
tacted with the remaining six negative prints.
Four 120-set plates were then ready for use
on the Mann Baby Offset machine, which bore
a tablet with the name of its manufacturer,
George Mann and Co., Limited, Leeds and
London, British No. 7218.

The photographic and lithographic work
anent these stamps was performed by Mr. A.
P. Myers, and for the first printings of these
stamps the machine was operated by Mr.
Henry Kline, .

Thus the progeny of the Master-die is as
follows:

(1) Undenominated Master-die (and Tablet
dies) ; Intaglio; Negative.

(2) Transfer-papers; Planographic; Positive.

(8) Lithographic Stone; Planographic; Nega-
tive.

(4) Lithographic Prints; Planographic; Posi-
tive.
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(5) I?}Oi;ographi(: Prints; Planographic; Neg-
ative, .
(6) t?finc Plates (Four); Planographic; Posi-
ive, :
(7) Offset Roller; Planographic; Negative.
(8) Printed Stamps (Four denominations);
Planographic; Positive. )
(B). THE 1929 ISSUE.

The second air-mail stamps of the Union
of South Africa consisting of only two de-
nominations, 4d. green and 1s. orange, were
issued on the 21st August, 1929.

These stamps were printed by the Govern-
ment Printer at Pretoria by the Line-process,
i.e., Photographic-etching without the use of
a screen.

Each sheet consisted of 120 stamps divided
into two panels, upper and lower, each of 6
horizontal rows of 10 units. A white margin
of about 12 mm. separated the two panels on
each sheet, horizontally. The outer margins
were blank, but a continuous “jubilee” or
guard line surrounds the stamps, with breaks
at the centres of the outer margins. .

Anent these stamps no undenominated
master-die was engraved on metal, but an un-
denominated artist’s design was drawn by one
of the officials of the Government Printing
Works, as well as four separate tablets with
the denominations 4d., 4d., 1s., 1s. From the
artist’s master-design undenominated, two
subsidiary designs also undenominated were
prepared. To the one, the two 4d. tablets were
added, and to the other the two 1s. tablets.
From these two denominated designs two
photographic line negative prints were ob-
tained, the image on each one measured 2% ins.
by 1 11/16 ins. The two photographic nega-
tive prints were contacted with sensitized
metal, and two line blocks obtained, one for
the 4d. denomination and the other for the
1s. denomination. From these two line blocks,
120 black and white impressions were pulled
on art paper, 60 for the first-mentioned de-
nomination and 60 for the latter, The single
black and white copies so obtained were then
mounted on boardg in groups of 60, 6 hori-
zontal rows of 10 each; two boards, one for
each denomination. In mounting the individual
copies provision for space was made for the
vertical and horizontal perforation gutters.

Each of the 60-contained boards was then

photographed, and two 60-set negative prints
obtained, one for each denomination; the size
" of each image on the negative prints corres-
ponding to the size of a printed stamp. These
negative prints were contacted with sensitised
metal plates, and two 60-set line blocks were
obtained for each denomination. Two line
blocks were mounted together to form a 120-
set typographic plate for the 4d. denomina-
tion, and the other two line blocks were
mounted together to form a 120-set typo-
graphic plate for the 1s. denomination. The
two 120-set plates were then ready for use on
a typographic or letterpress machine. .
Thus the progeny of the Master-design is as
follows: .
(1) Undenominated Master-design (and Tah-
let designs); Planographic; Positive.
(2) Single photographic line negative prints
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(2) ; Planographic; Negative.

(3) Single image line-blocks (2); In relief;
Positive.

(4) Line-block prints (60 and 60); Plano-
graphic; Negative.

(5) 60-set photographic line negative prints
(2); Planographic; Positive.

(6) 60-set line-blocks (4); In relief; Nega-
tive.

(7) 120-set line-block plates (2); In relief;
Negative.

(8) Printed Stamps (2 denominations); Plan-
ographic; Positive.

Succinctly, the Line-process or the process
of photographic-etching is that of photograph-
ing a design and simultaneously ~impressing
the lines of design photographically upon a
sensitised metal plate, usually copper or zine,
and thereafterwards subjecting the metal
plate to the process of etching. The impres-
sion on the metal ig made by contacting the
photographic negative with the metal plate in
a special frame which is exposed to a power-
ful are lamp. When the impression on the
metal is obtained it is developed in order to
remove the surface parts not acted on by the
light and to retain the surface parts acted
on by the light, i.e., the lineg defining the
design. The surface of the plate is coated with

- an acid-resist which renders the lines of de-

sign capable of resisting the subsequent etch-
ing. The process of etching consists of im-
mersing the metal plate in diluted acid which
erodes those portions of the surface metal
other than where it is protected by the acid-
resisting lines of design. The plate may be
etched to any depth desired, leaving the lines
of design in relief.

Examination of the backs of the 1929 air-
mail stamps generally reveals slight ridges in
relief of the lines of design which is charac-
teristic of stamps printed from typographie
or letterpress plates.

M.E.F. OVERPRINT'S.

These get more complicated. From an ac-
count given by Sir John Wilson at the
“Royal” recently it seems that four settings
are now recognised.

The first two are fairly easy:

(a) 1st London overprint 14 mm. long,

square stops. Put in use at Asmara on
3rd March, 1943.

(b) Cairo overprint 133 mm. Ilong, stops
mostly round, but some rows had square
stops and in at least one row there was
a mixture of square and round. A com-
paratively small printing.

& (¢) 3rd overprinti (? Cairo or London)

e Type and measurement identical with
1st printing, but has a less finished
appearance. To this belong the half
sheets returned from Cairo to meet the
requests of clamant collectors in Brit-
ain, but it is not yet definitely settled
where they were overprinted.

(d) 4th printing. Early in 1943. Low
values in the new pastel shades and on
values up to 2s. 6d. Done in London,
overprint 14 mm. long in smaller but
heavier type with square stops.
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BRITISH COLONIALS:
Fine selection always on hand at one-
third catalogue. Send your want lists.
Large . selection of packets of Br.
Africans: 50 for 2/6; 100 for 6/-; 150
for 9/-. -
Airmails: 10 for 6d.; 15 for 9d.;
Br. Colonials: 150 for 2/-.
Cash with order.
_— J.. CHAMBERS,
GFFERS OF SETS 50, Parliament Qt., Port Elizabeth.
5. Albania 1913. Valona Indep. cpl. used. .. 3/8 . U.S.A. AND U.S.S.R. FLAG STAMPS.
7. Albania 1924 lg—1 fr. cpl. mint .. .. .. .. 2/6 ] .
10. Albania 1940. Greek Occupation m, .. .. .. 3/6 Stamps of the U.S.A. “Overrun Nations”
Z ﬁ!‘gef;flmalgzlf%/égb (l)gfég’oﬂlr Ze—l peso m. ii‘;g series with. the flags of Greece, Jugoslavia and
13, Bosnia 1016, 3h 3 kr. m. .. .o o o010 476 Albania have now reached us and there are-
5. Brasil S.G. 3997401, 622, 654 .. .. .. .. .. 1/9 only two more of the set to come, those
6. Chile 1928/84. 30c.—5 DESOS U .. .. e - i;— featuring the flags of Austria and Denmark.
g' gﬁi’}fa 1?35?{3%a§‘§tﬁaiczhaﬂz aon - Discussion as to the method of printing of
4. China 1936 New Life epl. used .. .. .. .. 2/6 these stamps is very active in the American
4. China 1939 U.S.A, Constitution epl. u. .. .. 4/8 philateliec press. The discovery that the names
6. China 1941 /EICthC_legﬂnsr epl. m, .. .. .. 21//‘5 of the countries are sometimeg in a some-
4 Dominic Ren 1938/43, Commemos, 1—10e .. 1/- what different shade from other parts of the
4. Dutch Indies 1923 Jubilee 5¢—1 g u. .. .. .. 1/6 stamp of the same colour and the finding of
i Ec'yl?dotlz igio Indegem}epce ]17500 LR 121//5 ‘ occasional doubling of the name (particularly
}3: {A‘)x]&x:: 1920 ]%’Asmr?ciol‘;'c—cf P TR 3/6 in ‘the case of Norway) are the latest prob-
4. Honduras 1935 Airmail 8¢—20c. u, .. .. .. 1/6 lems awaiting solution. )
14. Jugoslav 1935 Boy King Peter 25p—~20d. u. 3/6 A TU.S.S.R. report states that a stamp is
. . . p . . )
B e e oas 5?913’55_}m11)i§§5 T e ‘1‘;3 being issued with the flags of Russia, Britain
6: Lithuania 1933 tnang" Air perf, & lmperf m. 2/6 and the U.S.A. featured.
6. LL’chuamg‘ 1938 Child welfare do. do. m. .. 2/-
2' ﬂzﬂgg&;i: %ggg/?ll—sr)su%};;r}gz Cf;}l. mu Sttt %?: mlu|||l|unulllllll||llll|l|u||||l|||l nuumuulnmuﬂm
6. Mexico 1929/81., Airmails U vr ve 0w .. 1/-
15. Mexico 1934/85, post and air le—I1p. u. .. 1/6
19. Montenegro 1918 ‘“Exile issue” epl. m, .. .. 1/6
24. Mozambique 1938 lc—20 Esc. u. .. .. .. .. 6/6 CAPE TRIANGULARS:
7. Paraguay 1932/40 Gran Chaco oOc—Sp .. 1/3
8. Poland 1932. S.G. 284/989 cpl u, . 1/ )
i P Al SO S g | E Fine, Zull margined copies of all Cape
7. Portugal 1936/3 Is P — . : ; ; ; i
16, Porfugal 1937//4% P(':ilrgfnsémo?zwles 13 e %ﬁg Triangulars, including singles, pairs,
6. Portugal 1940, Sir Rowland Hill u. .. .. .. 3/6 -
8. Portuguese India 1938. 6 reis—3 rupees w, .. 5/6 blocks, etc., wanted for cash.
9. Russia 1919 Denikin, imperf, 5k—10r. m. .. 1/6 =
7. Russia 1939 New Moscow cpl. m. .. .. .. .. 3/9 z
10. Russia 1939 Agric. Fair epl. u. .. .. .. .. 4/6
8. Russia 1939 Caucasus cpl. u. .. .. .. .. .. 3/6 I
17. Russia 1940 Pavillions cpl. u. .. .. .. .. .. 7/6
8. San_ Marino 1923 Red Cross epl. m. .. .. .. 3/6
9. Spain, Pope and King, 2—25¢. m, .. .. .. .. 1/9 {
6. Spain 1930 Airmail 5¢—Ip, m. .. .. .. .. 2/6
9. Spain 1930 Airmail 5¢—4p. epl. m. .. .. .. 5/6 H '
9. Tanna Touva 1934 Airmail 1k—2 tng. m, .. .. 2/6 H il
9. Tanna Touva 1936 Airmail 5k—3 aska. u. .. 3/6 H
8. IIJJ'SA 1940/42, Commemos, m. .. .. ., .. 3/- H
4. U.S.A. 1943, “United Nations” m. .. .. .. .. 2/8 ] ) . . .
4 z Highest prices paid for really fine E
C.W.0. Nett, Post free. O copies.
Please send approval selections or
A. LICHTENSTEIN ofers to:
)
. H
P.0. Box 576, K. THIELE,
BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 455, West Street,
Elhtsvminmuansnamnn IllllllIllll|IIIIIlllllllllllIlllIIllllIlllllllm

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022



February, 1944, THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 17
’
COLLECTORS" WANTS AND OFFERS
(Twopence per word-per insertion with minimum of 2/- per insertion)
Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. Air Mail: Rare South African Air Mails
covers and rarieties wanted by wanted for Speeialists collection.
A. E. Basden, Box 238, Pretoria. E. A, Church, Box 112, Durban.
Collections Wanted to Buy.—Old and Britain: Wanted Penny Blacks, all Line-
Modern Collections, Single Rarities engraved, Embossed Surface printed
and Errors, Duplicates and Office and items of interest, highest prices
Mixtures. paid for stamps in good condition.
Prompt cash on acceptance of offer: Collections or single items.
E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.), Offers to J.A. Bremner, Box 5041,
117 Longmarket Street, Cape Town. Johannesburg.
Belgian Congo: Wanted Single stamps For Service, promptness and satisfac-
or collection. tion.
E. A. Church, Box 112, Durban. Benoni' Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni.
If interested in S.A. Colonies or Unijon Phone 54-1692.
Mint Blocks, Postage Dues, Officials, Canada: Wanted collection and rare
write to: items of high value.
E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom E. A. Church, Box 112, Durban.
QOrange Free State—Approval selections Those wishing to sell British African,
wanted. Must be fine, well-centred Great Britain or Zanzibar stamps,
copies. - Apply for want list to:
William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes- E. J. Brierley, Morkel Street, Somerset
burg. West.
If interested in Swaziland stamps or Wanted.—S.W.A. Gibbons’ Nos. b56a,
German Blocks on envelopes 1936-38, 58a, 59a., 62a. Will buy, or exchange
Write to: F. Stein, P.O. Hlatikulu, 60a, 6la, 65a. (unused pairs).
Swaziland. Basis Gibbons, or sell latter at half-
Wanted: South Africa S.G. Nos. 10, 12, | price. : -
24, 24a, 37, for cash; or VVOIﬂd’ ex- E. A. Bennie, Box 57, East Rand.
change British Colonials. Send offers Coins and Medals wanted. Send offers
to: to:
J. A. May, P.O. Box 78, Cape Town. Alec Kaplan, Box 132, Germiston.
AIR MAILS. e e—— ———
The October number of The Aero Field - OSWALD MAR—SHS £
features the development of the French ser- ' o
vices to South America from 1927 onwards, EFFICIENT,
and the Air Mail Magazine (“Green Lists”)
continues its listing of Brazilian first flights. EXPEDIT!OUS \
The latter paper also carries on its cata- i Q
loguing of the rapidly growing Airgraph
types.
Bl =
Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIALS
should get into touch with me AT ONCE
Selections of choice Mint or Used.
AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc.,
on approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue, REFERENCES ESSENTIAL.
L ]
J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England
i o
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REVIEW

British Postage Stamp Design, by John
Easton. Published by Messrs. Faber and
Faber, Ltd., 24 Russell Sq., London W.C.
1. Price 25s. net.

This work, although the title does not make
it quite clear, deals with the designs of all
British Empire stamps from 1840 to 1940. In
addition to British designers, it also includes
the work of those in Canada, Australia, South
Africa and India.

Mr. Easton lookg at his subject mainly from
the point of view of a practical printer; as
he states himself, he his read almost no
philatelic literature. Thig occasionally sticks
out rather obviously, but it does mnot really
affect the general soundness of his views. His
effort is to trace the trend or plan (if there
is one) on which stamp design has developed
or evolved, and he discusses with first-hand
knowledge (but without going into unneces-
sary detail, wearisome to the non-technician)
the suitability or otherwise of different print-
ing processes to varying types of stamp de-
signs.

The book ig beautifully printed and mag-
nificently illustrated with no less than 508
illustrations, A work of this kind might be
terribly dull and prosy but the reviewer had
a very pleasant surprise in this case. Thanks
to the author’s whimsical humour the story
can be read almost like a novel—there are
gems of unconventional description on almost
every page. Take, at random, the North Bor-
neo issue of 1909 “which dazzled the hearts
and conquered the hearts of every schoolboy”;
after mentioning the various animals and
birds depicted, he adds “one wonders a little
why they should have included in such a
menagerie the Sultan of Sulu with his staff!”
Or, speaking of the Gambia issue of 1922, “If
one starts off by saying the design reminds
one of a beer-bottle label one is either pre-
judicing the issue or indicating one’s prefer-
ence in bottled beers.” .

In the writer’s opinion South African print-
ing fell short in its early days through using
steel-engraved dies, or the imitation of them
for photogravure. “The essence of photogra-
vure is its exploitation of the half-tone and
its need for solid colour to play about with.”
The Coronation stamps he describes as strik-
ing and successful in design but not up to
Harrison standard in workmanship; then he
adds: “These  stamps, together with the
Voortrekker issues and the Huguenot series,’
which we are about to examine, reflect, as
we now know, the shape of things to come.”,
He ends up with the somewhat cryptic re-'
mark: “South Africa has concentrated on the
development of the rotary photogravure pro-
cess. Her greatest achigvement, which may
prove to have considerable influence, for bet-
ter or worse, on the whole trend of British
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stamp design, does not come within the scope
of thig examination.” :

One puts down this book rather with the
feeling that there has only been one perfect
stamp design, the penny black, nevertheless
there is a tremendous lot of interesting and
amusing deéscription and commentary on
stamp designs to be found in this work, and
the author is to be congratulated on the task
he undertook in his spare moments in the
black-out of the past three years.

vV V. VYV

POLAND.

The note in last month’s issue about the
issue of a new set of Polish stamps was based
on information seen in overseas magazines.
Since then we have received from the Polish
Ministry of Finance in London a set of photo-
graphs of the series and full descriptions; the
envelope was franked by a full set of the
stamps and posted on a Polish warship. We
regret space does not permit of reproduction,
but it might be added that the envelope and
the photographs were put up for sale for War
Funds and fetched a very considerable sum.

This series, and stamps of other Govern-
ments functioning in Britain, such as Norway,
are receiving a mixed reception. Some critics
like them, perhaps for patriotic reasons or
because they sell well. Others are damning
them as simply exploiting philatelists.

We agree that probably their main function
is fund raising, but why this sudden Simon
Pure attitude to these particular sets? Are
they any worse than propaganda sets that are
issued in dozens of countries to-day? The ad-
vertising of them as “indispensable for postal
use” may be, in Churchill’s classic words, “a
terminological inexactitude,” but surely some-
thing can be forgiven a hard-up ally in exile.
As we have stated before, collectors have a
right to be mugs if they like, and we do not
consider them any greater mugs for buying
these sets instead of say, Bahamas Land-
falls. This Polish set is serving some postal
use, even if it is not absolutely necessary for
that service. Can the same be said for, say,
setg being made in Vichy to-day for French
Colonies? .

All types of stamps wanted in quantity,
packets, singles, sets; especially
Empire and Foreign Colonies, in ex-
change for Australasians. Permanent
contacts also desired to supply and
receive new issues. Basis wholesale
or . ..?

S. G. Walton. (Member A.P.T.A)),

Canley Vale, N.S.W., Australia.

S.W.A. 1/3 OVERPRINT VARIETY.

A writer in the Philatelic Magazine reports
the cross-bar of the “A” in an “S.W.A.” on
an Afrikaans 1s. 3d. stamp as entirely miss-
ing. Is this a permanently broken letter and,
if so, what is its position on the sheet?
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BISECTS—PARTICULARLY WEST
AFRICANS.

This is the subject of an interesting article
in the Philatelic Magazine by Brigadier Mon-
tresor. The writer accepts Melville’s definition
of a bisect as “A term applied to a moiety of
a stamp used as of half the value of the en-
tire label,” with emphasis on the ‘“used as
of half the value.,” He classifies them into
four groups:

(1) Those allowed by authority of the

Postal Service.

(2) Those allowed and passed by the Postal
Service by reason of common usage
though not specifically authorised.

(3) Those not authorised or in common us-
age but apparently allowed by the Pos-
tal Service either through laxity or con-
nivance,.

(4) Those rejected by the Postal Service.

Classes 1 and 2 are true bisects, those in
3 are suspect until their merits have .been
established, while those in class 4 are not true
bisects within the definition.

As regards West Africans the Niger Coast
Protectorate has one authorised bisect coming
under class 1:

Gold Coast has several catalogued in the
early issues, but why they should have been
necessary, in view of lower value stamps be-
ing on sale, is not clear. Possibly temporary
shortages in up-country P.0.’s may be the ex-
planation. Sporwart, in his booklet, advises
only collection of specimens on entires. As re-
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gards the bisects of the 1884-89 issues, met
only on piece, the writer says, “Shun them
entirely.” .

Messrs. L. N. and M. Williams throw fur-
ther light on the early bisects. One of them
has, we believe, been on the Gold Cecast on
service and has taken the opportunity to delve

into official records. Thig search adds nothing

in the way of proof of actual authorisation of
bisects, but it has shown that there was a
serious famine of stamps, particularly of the
low values, during part of 1883-84. This was
brought about primarily by the damp climate,
gumming sheets together and damaging them
for use.

Correspondence on this matter is quoted ex-
tensively and it seems to bear out the writer’s
contention that these bisects filled a pressing
need and they should be placed for ever be-
yond the reach of the detractor.

Sierra Leone has more belonging to class
1. Specimens on piece should be rejected;
those on entire must be investigated to see
whether they fall into clasg 2 or class 3.

Gambia and Lagos. None.

VVVYV

BRITAIN’S FIRST AIRMAIL STAMP.

The Stamp Lover reports the issue of
special airmail letter cards with a printed 6d.
stamp in mauve, for the use of troops over-
seas. Although not an adhesive stamp, this is
the first issue by the British P.0O. made ex-
pressly for airmail use. :

ed

We wish to purchase collections of British Empire Stamps, mint and/or used
in good to fine condition.” Specialised collections of individual countries or groupé
or straightforward general collections are all equally welcome. Individual sets of any
obsolete issues and odd lots also wanted. Amy British Africans particularly wanted.

We believe that the greatest satisfaction results when the seller states the
-lowest price which he is prepared to accept and the buyer accepts it without argu-
ment, but we are not ashamed to make offers. We know that all -dealers say that
they pay the highest prices, but please bear in mind that our flirm owes its con-
tinued existence and good name to its honest treatment of both buyers and sellers
over a period of many years. Good prices are oblainable to-day for stampg in good
condition and we are prepared to pay good prices.

No matter what the price is for anything that we buy, whether
it be £10 or £10,000 or more, we pay cash in full immediately
deals are concluded.

Prospective sellers should first send as full details as possible of stamps for sale.

For our overseas export trade we also buy used curremt and recent stamps of
any African countries, preferably in large quantities. List of buying prices on

request. J

ROBERTSON STAMP CO. (PTY.), LTD.

P.0. BOX 5826. JOHANNESBURG.
Office Address: 20, 1st Floor, Old Arcade Buildings, 100, Market Street.
Telephones: Day 33-1454, Night 32-5265. Bankers: Barclay’s, Natal Bank,

JOHANNESBURG.
(Former Publishers of the “S.A. Philatelist”)
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POSTAL MARKINGS OF THE
GERMAN EAST AFRICA CAMPAIGN
OF 1914-1918

By J. H. HARVEY PIRIE.

Actual stamp issues of this campaign have
been well written up,-but so far as I am
aware, nothing has been published about the
army postmarks, censor’s marks and such like
of the Allies’ side in this theatre of the first
world war.

Material is hard to find, at any rate in
South Africa, despite the large Union forces
which participated and the number of letters
which must have been written.: This com-
munication is intended merely as an intro-
duction, in the hope that it will bring about
further material being recorded and so lead to
something approaching a complete story.

For assistance in compilation I have to ex-
press my indebtedness to the late Surgeon-
Captain Bishop for a list given me some years
ago of Indian Army F.P.O.s operating in
East Africa; to Mr. E. Jagger of Cheadle
Hulme, England, for tracings of a consider-
able number of army postmarks and informa-
tion about them; and to Mr. G. W. Hockey
of Cape Town for several specimens.

A brief summary may be given.of the mili-
tary situation and forcegs involved in this
campaign. At the outbreak of war in August,
1914, there were in the territories surround-
ing German East Africa (British East Africa,
Uganda, Belgian Congo, Rhodesia and Nyasa-
land) only a very few native troops available,
together with some hastily assembled local
European forces. The first reinforcements
(Indian Expeditionary Force “C”) reached
Mombasa on 1st September, 1914. Another
force (LE.F. “B”) sailed from India on 16th
October, 1914, made a landing at Tanga on
2nd November, but failed to make good there
and had to retire by sea on Mombasa. From
then till February, 1916, operations were
mainly defensive; the offensive not "being
possible till the arrival of large forces from
South Africa. General Smuts took over full
command on 6th February, 1916, and his ad-
vance from Voi into the Kilimanjaro area be-
gan early in March. There were also advances
from the Nyasaland side under "General
Northey (he had some South African and
Indian troops along with locally raised units)
and by the Belgians in the Ruanda-Urundi
area. : .

By the end of the war there were, in addi-
tion to locally raised units, British Imperial
troops, South Africans, Rhodesians, Indians,
West African regiments, Belgian and Portu-
guese troops. In the final phases the fighting
was actually not in German East Africa but
in Portuguese and N.E. Rhodesian territory.
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Forces having definite postal services of
their own in operation were the Indian, Bel-
gian, Nyasaland and N. Rhodesian. I have not
so far come across clear evidence of any
postal units belonging to British, South Af-
rican or local East African forces, although
it is possible that some of the marks recorded
(with no definite indication of their source)
belong to one or other of these groups.

INDIAN ARMY POSTMARKS.

(1) What are probably the most abundant
army postmarks of the campaign are those
of the numbered Indian Field Post Offices.
These have been seen with dates ranging from
9.12.15 to 6.8.18. As these post offices moved
with tre army, any individual office may
have been in a variety of different places
from time to time. A few can be located. from
other data on covers, etc.,, at some date or
other; such locations are very scanty, but the
few,recorded are given in the list in brackets
after the number. The following numbered

F.P.0.’s are known: 21, 23 (In Kenya and at
Wilhelmsthal), 24, 25, 32, 34, 42, 51, 52, 71,
73, 74, 302, 303, 304 (Tanga), 305. 304, 307,
309, 320, 321, 322 (Zanzibar), 337, 338 (Ki-
lossa), 343 (In Kenya and at Zanzibar and
Dar-es-salaam), 348, 349 and 350 (Lindi). All
marks in black; cancelling Kenya or LE.F.
stamps, on stampless covers, and as back-
stamps.

(2) Some covers .with these numbered
F.P.O. marks also show a rubber stamp en-
dorsement in two lines reading L.E.F. “B”
F.P.O. No. 302 (or whatever the number of
the particular office was) / POSTAGE-
FREE. This mark may be on the same side
as the postmark or on the other side of the
cover; it has not been seen apart from the
numbered F.P.O. mark. Also always in black,
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except in one instance when a No. 25 is in
violet, although the ¥.P.0. mark itself is in
black.

(3) and (4) Base office B/I.LE.F. Two
slightly different types of marks., Known
used, apparently contemporaneously, between
the dates as shown.

(5) Base Office C. On Kenya stamps, date
as shown, i.e., soon after arrival of Force
“C” at Mombasa,

NYASALAND FORCE POSTMARKS.

(6) Nyasaland F.F. This squared -circle
type is recorded by Mr. Jaggers with F F
only (no number). The numbered offices seen
are FF2 and FF3. .

As the tracing shows, NYASALAND is
set rather lop-sidedly on the mark. Dates 1
Nov. to 3 Aug. 18.

(6) (8)

A special use of FF2 is recorded, and, as
the story is not very well known, it may be
repeated here,

In July and August, 1918, operations were
mainly in Portuguese East African territory.
A British force was using Mtangula, a Por-
tuguese port on the eastern shore of fLake
Nyasa as a base; they wanted stamps but
the Portuguese authorities objected to the use
of British Nyasaland stamps in their terri-
tory. A compromise was reached by the Chefe
de Counselho at Mtangula allowing the Field
Postmaster of the British force to frank (?
cancel or overprint) Portuguese Nyassaland
stamps with the cancelling stamp of the Ny-
asaland FF2 office and these stamps were
then placed on sale in the Mtangula civil post
office.

The stamps so treated are said to number
2,484 in all, being 207 of each of the twelve
denominations, 2ir to 500r, of the 1911 issue
of Portuguese Nyassaland (Pictorials with
the diagonal overprint REPUBLICA in red.
S.G. Nos. 53-64). :

I have not seen specimens used on cover
and “cannot say whether they received any
further cancellation when used. This informa-
tion is necessary to determine whether to re-
gard this occurrence as simply overprinting,
or as pre-cancelling, or perhaps as both. I have
these stamps with dates (in the FF2 opt.)
15 and 22 July and 3 August, 1918,

(7T) A similar squared circle mark but, in-
stead of “Nyasaland” at the top there is FPO
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No ... Nos. 1 and 6 are known. Dates Sep.
7, 16 and 24 Mar. 17. °

(8) Of this type Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4 are
known. Marks usually in black, but No. 2
?Slsrrbeen seen in violet. Dates Jan. to Apr.,

(9) Nos. 5. 7, 8 and 9 "are known of this
type. No. 9 has been located at Zomba at one
period, Dates Apr.,, 1917 to Dec., 1918,

(9

N. Rhodesia.

(10) Nos. 1 and 2 are known of this maﬂf,
with dates from Dec., 1915, to Sept., 19%6;
Then I have one whose number is not dis-
cernible on G.E.A. stamps and the very
late date of 26th Oct., 1920.

Belgian Congo. : .
(%1) Nos. I and 15 have been seen of this

type (obviously this is a mere sample of the
Belgian marks. I have no opportunity at
present of looking up any other records of

them). The former is in blue, the latter in
black. Dates Nov., 1916 and Oct., 1917. Both
on s_tampl-ess covers, endorsed ‘“Service
Mlhtalre’_’ and M/S censoring by officers.
. (12) Similar to No. 11, but with. the letter-
ing at the bottom and undeciperable word-
ing at the top.

(13) Mr. Jagger reports an oval (probably
rubber .stamp) mark with “Est Africain/
Occupation Belge” around and “Office Postal/
Kigoma” in the centre.

Also:—

(14) The Ordinary (presumably German)
Kigoma postmark endorsed “S.M.” (pre-
sumably “Service Militaire”).

Of Uncertain Origin.

(15) Base Office E, Probably located at
Mombasa, as it occurs on covers passed by
gl;)escensor there. Dates Jan., 1915, to Mar.,

16.
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(15) (16)

(16) and (17) The two following marks
are probably British Army marks. They have
been noted on envelopes from the area of
the G.E.A. campaign, but there is not con-
clusive proof that they were actually in use
there. One has the wording shown; the
other, recorded by Mr. Jaggers, is of the
same type but reads at the top “Field Post
Office,” and below has “V5),

(18) Mr. Jaggers records a mark, double
lined circle with merely F P O at the top
and the date, in two lines, 4 JU/17. This was
probably from the Nyasaland gide.

(19) The following may not strictly be a
postal eancellation although it is definitely
known cancelling Keyna stamps with the
G.E.A. overprint; probably the use has been
telegraphic. It is a large circular rubber
stamp mark 45 mm. in diameter, ARMY
SIGNALS top and bottom and, across the
centre between bars, the letters KWA and
the date 26 NO 20. The very late date and
the source of the specimen rather suggests
usage in Northern Rhodesia. (See above,
Mark No. 10). )

CENSOR’S MARKS. .

Most soldiers’ letters show a censoring en-
dorsement in the form of an officer’s
signature.

The following marks, rubber stamps, have
been seen either on civil correspondence or
on soldiers” letterd (with or without an
officer’s previous censoring).

1. Mombasa.—(a) Double lined rectangle
38 x 23 mm., with fancy bevelled corners.
“Pagsed by/Postal Censor/Mombasa” in 3
lines. In violet, 25 Ap. 1915,

(b) Single line rectangle 42 x 22 mm,
Same wording as before; in green 1
July 1916.

(¢) Four straight lines, open at ends. Be-
tween the lires “N.E/Postal Censor/
Mombasa.” In a bluish green, Feb. and
March, 1916.

2, Kampala—As 1(b) but lines wavy and

Kampala in place of Mombasa. .

3. Entebbe.—Like (2) but with Entebbe in
place of Kampala.

4. N. Rhodesia.—Rectangle 53 x 24 mm.
with “Postage Free/Base . . . N. Rhodesia/
Passed by Censor” in 3 lines. In violet. Have
this mark from Bases 1, 4 and 6.

5. Daressalaam.—(a) Double lined rect-
angle 44 x 28 mm. with “Passed by/Postal
Censor/Daressalaam” in 8 lines, in faded
black.

(b) Single line rectangle 47 x 27 mm. Same

wording, but in smaller lettering and with
a short line between Postal Censor and
Daressalaam. Blue-black.
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6. Tanga.—Single line rectangle 44 x 22
mm. with “Passed by/Postal Censor/Tanga”
in 8 lines, in grey-black. Have this cancelling
a 6c Kenya stamp with G.E.A. overprint, on
cover.

7. Beira.—Double circle 25 mm. diameter.
Between the lines “PASSOU (5 more letters)/
CENSURA” with BEIRA across the centre.
In purple.

The following have no definite location in-
cluded in the marks themselves; in the case
of Nos. 9 and 10, there were apparently
several of the same type in use at different
places:

(8) ?Zomba. On a cover from Zomba to
England. “Passed By/ Censor” in two lines,
with small arrows opposite “Censor.” In
green, Jan., 1916. ;

(9) A double circle mark, circles 25 mm.
and 11* mm. in diameter. “Passed Censor”
between the circles; g large “D” in the centre.
In red, purple or black. ‘

(10) Squares of 27 mm. side. Inside, in
four lines “Passed by/(a crown)/ No. . . .
/Censor.” In red or purple. Have seen 3287,
3322 and 3534. The first is on a cover marked
“On Active Service” with the Indian F.P.O.
No. 321 postmark and a manuscript censor-
ing by an officer. The second has an M/S sig-
nature and a Nairobi civil post office can-
cellation across it. The third is an interest-
ing one, on a German Field post cover with
the postmark of Field post Station No. 8. Tt
has a Schutztruppe cachet with “Durch
Parlamentar” (Under Flag of Truce) in M/S
across it. The cover came in from the field
to an addressee in Morogoro, which was then
in Allied occupation.

CENSORS’ SEALS.

(1)’ Nairobi. Printed in black on buff-
coloured paper ca. 3%in. x 2%in. There is
“Opened by Censor/Under/Martial Law” in
a box 3%in. x 18in. In small type outside the
box is the printer’s name, viz., “The Standard
P. and P. Works, Nairobi. The seal is tied to
the envelope by a mumber stamped in black,

- 269,249.

(2) Zanzibar. A pale mauve-coloured label
4%in, x 2§in. perforated on the lower long
side. A box 2%in. x 2in., with the same word-
ing as the Nairobi seal.

This cover is interesting because it came
from Mafia, addressed to an Arab in Zanzi-
bar; it has the Zanzibar pmk. of 9 July, 1915.
It has no stamps but is franked by thel Type
2 overprint “G.R./Post/6 cents/Mafia” (3
mm. between G and R) supplied to the Mafia
authorities from Zanzibar in May, 1915. This
type of franking has been recorded as oc-
curring in“ an interval when supplies of
stamps ran out. ‘

(3) Daressalaam. On cover addressed in
Arabic from Mafia. Buff label 43in. x 2Zin.
with a 3/16in. wide black line §in. from the
left margin. Has “Opened/Under/Martial
Law” printed on it. Postmark date 16 Nov.
1916. The cover has an ordinary LE.F. la
stamp, although at that date Mafia stamps
with italic overprint were supposed to be on
issue.
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“Covers the World”

® 1ercentenaries—
and other Grand Sets

ANTIGUA TERCENT. NEWF'DLAND 1913
£1 5

£15 0 0 0

BAHAMAS TERCENT. | {NATAL S.G. 5, Full
4 0 margins, finely em-

BARBADOES bossed £25 0 0
Victory £3 10 0| NIGERIA £1 G.V. used
BECHUANALAND £5 0 0}

S.G. 63, broken P ST. KITTS (cent.) to
£ 0 2/6 £

0 510 0
Regent No. 89 10 0| pyopESIA S.G. 12
[}

BERMUDA £10 0 O
1920-21 £5 10 SIERRA LEONE cent.

BRITISH GUIANA (except £1) £18 10 0
CENT. £2 0 0f SUDAN-GORDON

BR. SOMALILAND £ 10 0
1938 £8 0 0 | RHODESIA 166a

+CANADA S.G. 22a £6 0 0

superb used with extra| g W.A
fine margins £60 0 0 13 hor. pr. £ 0
CANADA 1897 dollar| 135 “meel’™ 5.0 0
values compl. £22 10 0 127 vert. pr. £17 10 0
{CAPE WOODBLOCK 2 “Afrika’” over
used on cover £50 0 0 “South West”
CAYMANS CE‘I;IZT. block £40 0 O
0 0 &
FALKLANDS CENT. | {SOUTH AFRICA
1925 mint £1 8 0
(except £1) £20 0 used £1 12 6
TGREAT BRITAIN cover £2 0 0

0
0

pa. £l £110 01 961018 pe.  “Make
0
0

+5.G. 177a £10 10 Your Sixpence Fly”
JUBILEE compl. Blue Wing on Red

£35 0
MONTSERRAT CENT, Cross ~ ~ £410 0
£12 10 1925 Air mint £1 5 ©

tNATAL S.G. 171 ver- used £112 6
tical pair pmk 17 July, cover £ 0 0
1911 £25 0 0| $S.G.107 Block £15 0 0

(Note.—In November, a specimen of Canada
S.G. 22a, described merely as ‘‘fine,” fetched
200 dollars at Harmer Rooke’s auction)

tIndicates used, otherwise mint,

Offers subject to being unsold and subject to
price changes. E. & O.E. Postage Extra.

WE WANT TO BUY~—

OLD AND MODERN COLLECTIONS,
SINGLE RARITIES AND ERRORS,
DUPLICATES & OFFICE MIXTURES.

Cash on Acceptance of Offer,

E. M. LACY

Telegrams: Globephil.
Telephone ; 2-4657.

Bankers:
Barclays,

(Globe Postage Stamp Company)

117 LONGMARKET STREET,
CAPE TOWN.
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WANTED

ALBANIA.

S.G. Nos: 24, 25, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87,
88, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 111, 112,
113a, 117, 119, 120, 121, 122, 123, 124,
126, 127, 128, 157, 158, 159, 160, 231,
238, 239, 247, 274, 275, 276, D5, D6, DY,

ARMENIA.

79, 180, 181, 182, 183, 184, 185, 186,
187, 188, 189, 190, 191, 192, 193, 194,
195, 196, 197, 198, 198a, 200.

BELGIUM.,

361a, 391, 392, 393, 334, 335, 336, 337,

338, 339, 340, 341, 342, 343, 344, 345,
346, *390, 511, 527, 530, 531, 558, 559,
559a, 559b, 560, 560a, 56la, 562, 563,
564, 565, 566, 567, 584, 585 588, 591,
592, 601, 607, 608, 622, 634, 637, 655a,
670a, 670b, C9, C10, C11, C12, C13, C14,
021, C22, €23, C24, CAT, C49, C50, C60,
C61, C66, C71, C77, CT8, CT79, C80, C82,
(83, C84, (85, C86, C101, C106, C108,
C109, C116, Ci21, C122, C123, C124,
C125, C129, C130, C132, C133, C134,
C135, C136, C137, C138, C139, C140,
C141, C142, C143, Cl44, Cl145, C146,
C153, D23, D36, N19, N22, N24, N25,
N26, N27, N28, N29, N30, N31, N32,
N33, N34, N35, N36, N37, N38, N39.

One copy of each of above required
Mint for preference.
50% cat. for well-centred Mint.
One-third catalogue for fine used.

Want list of other countries on
application.

E. HUNT
Box 2437, JOHANNESBURG
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SOCIETY NEWS

PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

. President, G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec., C. W. Shef-
field, P.0O. Box 88; Meetings, Room 5, City Hall, 1st
and 38rd Tuesdays.

Although so near to the Christmas holidays, the
attendance on December 21 was large, 31 embers
and one visitor.

The president welcomed into the Society two new
members, Mr. Staandermacher and Mr. Warren. Two
new members were proposed.

We regret to announice that owing to illness the
secretary, Mr.T Sheffield, was unable to attend, and
all members wish him a speedy recovery.

Mr. Deschamps was responsible for the evening
and displayed 233 pages of his general collection.

From February, the Society will meet twice a

" month, the first and third Tuesdays, as the member-
ship has grown so large, it is impossible to get
through the business in one evening.

Mr. Forbes wished all members compliments of
the season, and after giving Mr. Deschamps a vote
of thanks the meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.

E.C.
+
CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY

President, K. Alexander; Hon. Secretary, S. Kag-
anson, 16 Militaty Road, Tamboer’s Kloof, Cape
Town ; Meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Thurs-
days of the month at Medical House, 35 Wale Street,
Cape Town, at 7.30 p.m.

December 23, 1943.—Owing to a little misunder-
standing, the Medical Hall was not available for
this evening’s meeting; our secretary, however, rose
to the ocpasion and vely quickly secured the Board
Room of the Guardian Savings Bank, to which mem-
bers adjourned.

The display for the evening, by Mr. W. L, Ash-
mead, was a varied collection of stamps depicting
animals, vehicles, ete.; it was somewhat marred by
the smallness of table space, which necessitated the
stamps being set out twice. It would be quite im-
practicable to give details of the many items ex-
hibited.

The Australian Silver Jubilee issue of 1933, de-
picting King George V ‘on horseback, looked very
effective in blocks of four. Another item which seemed
to attract attention was a sheet with some ‘Lubeck
Locals” showing the design of the American “Pony
Lxpress.”

January 13, 1944.—Another “Bourse” was ar-
ranged for members this evening: it proved as Ssue-
cessful as any previously held—many fine items were
offered, spirited competition was evoked, and good
prices realised. During the evening the secretary
handed out about 70 badges for admission to the
“Liberty Cavalcadc” to those members who wished
one for the Cavalcade week. The Society is going all
out to make their effort a big one, and it will not
be surprising if we top the £500 mark.

W.A.
+

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG.

President, F. J. H, Lang; Hon. Secrelary, L.
Buchen, Box 4967, Johannesburg; Meetings, 2nd
Tuesdays, Public Library, Johannesburg, 8 p.m.

At the January meeting, the programme was pro-
vided by visitors from the Pretoria Philafelic Society
under the chairmanship eof Dr. Broughton, Mr. Bas-
den being unfortunately unable to attend through ill-
health.

The Pretoria exhibitors were said to be begin-
ners ; the feeling of the Johannesburg Society at the
close of the evening was that if there are many more
beginners like those we listened to, we need have no
fears for the future of philately in South Africa.

Mr. Ferguson opened with a paper on the Ocean
Floor post office” in the Bahamas. He first of all
described in considerable detail the submarine cham-
ber and its telescopic entrance tube. used by the
biological expedition to study and phatograph the
life of the - sea-bottom; he then went on to detail the
arrangements for a post office in this chamber, and
ended up with an exhibit of covers from this unique
post office. .

I.t.-Col. Horne showed a beautifully mounted col-
lection of Lgypt; it contained a very fair repre-
sentation of the early issues (these cannot be picked
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up at a moment’s notice by beginners) and a very
full assortment of the later issues. He included also
a selection of the early locals (vulgarly known as
beer-bottle labels) and of the Suez Canal stamps, both
genuine and forged.

Sergt. Oppenheim, normally a Johannesburg mem-
ber, but at present serving' in the Pretoria area,
followed with “straight” collections of Falkland
and Cayman Islands.

Finally Mr. Wright brought the exhibit to a close
with a very nice diversified collection of locals from
many lands.

The evening closed with a sueccessful auction on
behalf of war funds.

During the evening members heard with regret of

_the coming departure of the Rev. W. Loxley-Chamings

fromi the city. During his term here he has been a
very active member, but as he is only going as far
off as. Klerksdorp it is hoped that he will still be
able to keep in touch with us. LE
LI,

+

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, A. E. Basden; Hon. Secretary, H. A.
Wager, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mon-
days, 8 p.m., Technical College.

January 3.—Dr. Broughton in the chair. Mr.
Hawke read an article on the Rhodesian early mails
and one on advice to investors.

Short Papers, Dr. Broughton showed some inter-
esting specimen stamps. He pointed out how speci-
men could be found on stamps that had for some
reason never been issued. Mr. Ferguson read a paper
on the undersea P.0O. at Nassau in the Bahamas that
had been established in connection with an undersea
scientific expedition. He showed sSome of the inter-
esting covers sent out from this P.O. Mr. Giova-
netti read a paper on some:aspects of philately. He
rather deprecated the financial side in connection
with the hobby. He thought that the hobby in it-
self with all its ramifications provided a sufficient
and lasting interest., Col. Horne gave a talk on the
different ways in ‘which collectors had been drawn
into the hobby and described his own eXxperiences.
He suggested a debate on the advice that should be
given to beginners as to the way imy which to start
collecting. '

Mr. Wright showed a lot of interesting sheets
from different countries. .

Janupry 17.—Mr. Hawke in the chair. He read
some philatelic extracts and Mr. Oppenheim some
philatelic notes.

Mr. Beyers read a paper on the later Commem-
oratives of France. He commented on the excellence
of the work in reproduction. He picked out some of
the more striking anl interesting stamps and gave
a description of the designs depicted on the stamps.
These were mostly historical and he pointed out that
a study of these stamps led into a very wide survey
of French history. Mr. Beyers was thanked for his
paper, the speakers being Mr. Oppenheim and the
chairman. o

Mr.' Watson showed a fine lot of sheets of mint
stamps.

+
TRANSVAAL £5 VARIETY.

Mr. A. Lichtenstein, Bloemfontein, writes:
“It is gratifying to note the interest shown
by U.S.A. collectors in issues of Southern
Africa. The variety recorded in your last is-
sue, however, is known (although I do not
know where it is actually recorded, if at all).
It occurs on stamp No. 1 of row 5. Another
even more striking plate variety of the 1892
£5 stamp occurs on stamp No. 2 of row 2—
the A of AFR having no cross-bar, or, in
other words, looking like an inverted V.
Naturally the same varieties can be found in
the V.R.I. overprints.

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS
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LOCO-BUSTING

puls us on the spot!

No country can exist as a civilised community unless
rail and road transport can continually move goods be-
tween ports and interior, between farms and towns.

In war, as In peace, transport is vital and railway
locomotives, as well as the factories that make them, be-
come the inevitable targets for destruction.

When the war is over it is certain that damage to
rail communications overseas will have to be made good
before a single new locomotive can be sent fo South Africa.

There are two methods of “loco-busting.” Through
our war effort, we have played no small part in holding
off the one. We are taking every precaution that fore-
sight demands to avoid the other . . . destruction through
excessive strain. A locomotive is a machine, working
under powerful stresses. Service and repairs can prolong
life, but not indefinitely. @ We must conserve engine
power, since there is no hope of early replacement, and we
can only conserve it by cutting down the number of pas-
senger trains, even if, in doing so, a great many travellers
are inconvenienced. There is no alternative.

Goods and military passengers have priority because
the nation must live and be defended. Apart from that
proviso we do not deny your right to travel, whether for
business or for holidays, up to our limited capacity to
carry you, but we do urge you, in your own interests, not
to travel unless you consider it to be absolutely necessary.

DO NOT TRAVEL UNLESS YOU MUST

South African Railways

= Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News Agency.
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PUBLICATIONS

By LOWE
* THE REGENT CATALOGUE (ADHESIVE).

VOLUME I includes all issues up to 1930 Price § /6 plus @] vostage.
.

VOLUME II is published every March and September, includes all issues to date and an addenda to

Voiume 1. Price 1/8 Dluszd postage.
.

Throughout both volumes the prices listed are as near as possible market prices; in addition Gibbons’
and Scott’s catalogue numbers are cross-referenced with Regent numbers for those collectors whose
collections are based on these catalogues.

Volume I plus the current edition of Volume II will bring

you right up to date with the British Empire Market.

* THE HANDSTRUCK CATALOGUE (1661-1900).

This is the only catalogue of Handstruck Postage Stamps of the British Empire, and lists every known
recorded marking -with prices. All Provisional Handstruck Stamps issued prior to 1900 are llSt.Cd. and
those in use in Great Britain from 1840 to 1853 are catalogued in detail. The historical data included
is invaluakle to the collector—as is the catalogue itself. Price 10/6 plus Gd. postage,

which includes the December 1942 Supplement., The latter can be obtained separately.

Price 1/6 plus Zd. postage.
* THE GT. BRITAIN SPECIALISED CATALOGUE (1661-1943).

This incorporates the Great Britain sections from the two catalogues mentioned above with a lot of
additional specialised data, such as details of the plating of the line-engraved issues, illustratim}s. of
essays and proofs, sizes of sheets, cancellations, and a catalogue of postal stationery. The new edition,
pubbshed in March, 1943, includes a catalogue of the Circular Deliery, College, Railway, Telegraph
and Postal Revenue Stamps as well as the re-writing of several ,sections.

The price of the new edition is 10/6 plis Gd- postage.

All enquiries to

ROBSON LOWE LTD.

50, PALL MALL, LONDON, SW.L

Abbey 4034,
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Confident
when |

Buying and Selling

This very grateful tribute to the .quality of the
service provided by Harmer’s Bond Street Stamp Auctions
is but one of the many hundreds of compliments that we
receive each season.

The success of Harmer’s Bond Street Stamp Auctions
is the fruit of more than 50 years’ consistent effort to
provide a perfect service and complete satisfaction for
Vendor and for Buyer.

Every feature of every sale at Harmer’s of Bond
Street is handled by experts—men whose wide experience
enables them to reveal those little extra points of a stamp
that enable the distant Buyer to bid confidently and in
complete security, and ensure for the Vendor a fair price
for his stamps.

That is why almost all the great collections are placed
with Harmer’s of Bond Street for dispersal-——why more than
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond

Street Stamp Auctions—why Harmer’s have a larger turn-
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer.

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues.
Our brochure “Selling Stamps at Auction” also is free to
prospective Vendors.

H. R. HARMER

The World’s Leading Stamp Auctioneer
ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS.

131-137, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1,
ENGLAND.

Cables: “HARMER’S BOND STREET LONDON.”
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UNION AND S.W.A. NOTES
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Following on the information given in our
issue of December, 1943, here are notes sup-
plied by the P.O. Publicity Department in
respect of printings of postage stamps, ete.,
carried out during the period 9th October,
1943, to 8th January, 1944, both dates
inclusive.

(a) War Postags Stamps.
1d—Job No. 1,777, 82,000 sheets of 360
stamps each delivered subsequently to
21.10.43, on an order for 250,000.
Cylinder 6,922, as before. )
1s. 3d.-—Job No. 6,221, 5,300 sheets or
240 stamps each delivered on 9.12.43.
Cylinder 37, as before.
(b) Postage Due Stamps.
1d.—Job No. 4,898. 12,000 gheets x 60
Full sheets 360), delivered 9.12.43.
ylinder 50, as before.
{¢) Active Service Letter Cards.
3d.—Job No. 3,032, 1,560,000 delivered
subsequently to 14.10.43 on an order
for 5,000,000. Cylinder 59, as before.
(d) Pictorial Inland Postcards.
1d.—Job No. 3,036. 289,920 delivered
subsequently to 7.12.43 on an order for
2,000,000. Cylinders 86 (stamps) and
87 (Pictures), as before.
(e) Overprinted S.W.A,
Sheets supplied by the P.M.G.
1s. 3d.—Job No. 32,758. 500 sheets of
240 ‘stamps. Delivered 9.12.43, old
form.
3d.—Job No. 32,237. 1,000 sheets of 360
stamps.  Delivered 9.11.43, old form.
1s.—Job No. 82,238. 1,000 sheets of 240
stamps. Delivered 9.11.43, old form.

(Stated by the Government Printer, cor-
rectly from his point of view, to be over-
printed -from an old form, inasmuch as the
form had been used for overprinting other
denominations previously. From a philatelic
point of view, however, it was a new form

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

in so far as the 1s. stamps were eoncerned.
In othér words, this batch of 1,000 sheets
represents the stamps recorded in our Feb-
ru%rzly)issue with the S.W.A. in small letters.
—

VARIETIES.

Mr. A. Lichtenstein, of Bloemfontein, writes
that the variety noted in our January issue
(1d. large war stamp with “U” of SUID
vertically joined with the “I” below it) occurs
regularly on stamp No. 9 of Row 3..

In the bantam 2d. he notes what might be
called the “ half-crown ” variety. On stamps
No. 1 of Row 19 the left-hand figure of value
looks more like 2s. 6d. than 2d. :

A note in Stamp Collecting reports what
may be a worn plate production in the ban-
tam 3d. A pair from the right-hand edge of
the sheet shows the top right-hand corner
shading beside the words “ Postage—Revenue”
almost entirely lacking, On the right-hand
stamp of the pair also, all shading above the
value tablet and inscription is missing. Have
any local readers noticed anything like this?
S.W.A. Overprint Varieties.

Mr. Jack Shepherd of Brakpan reports that
the “ No crossbar to A’ on the 1s. 3d. stamp
is constant and is on stamp 8 in the 16th row.
He also states that another minor constant
variety is to be found on stamp 6 in the 20th
row, viz., a “solid A.” -

Mr. A. Lichtenstein of Bloemfontein con-
firms these two findings and adds No. 2 in the
20th row as another “ solid A.” :

He also adds that the 1s. 3d. stamps them- -
selves show the following minor printing de-
fects: (a) stroke of “H” in SOUTH pro-
longed to left in stamp 2 of row 3; (b) Lower .
part of “H” in SOUTH “ solid” in stamp 3
of row 4; (c¢) A large flaw covering the “id-A”
of Suid-Afrika in stamp 6 of row 8, Presum-
ably these occur in both the Union stamps and
those overprinted with S.W.A. :
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STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS
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KENYA.

Mr. W. Tunstall writes: “ You make men-
tion in your December issue about requests
for relaxing regulations about export of
stamps from thig territory. Actually they
are being made worse; up to a short time
ago one could send stamps to Britain and
to one or two other countries, now they
cannot be sent anywhere.”

He further reports having received from
Pretoria last November, an air mail cover
which had a 1s. revenue stamp as part of its
franking. A friend received a similar one
about the same time. We can learn of no
authorization of such usage—it may be a
little bit of philatelic horseplay which has
escaped the official eye, but it is curious that
it should have happened almost simultaneously
on two covers, from and to different people.

The 5s. is now reported to have appeared
perf. 14; this leaves only the 3s. and the 15c.
to come in this form.

BRITISH COLONIALS:

Fine selection always on hand at one-

third catalogue. Send your want lists.

Large selection of packets of Br.

Africans: 50 for 2/6; 100 for 6/-; 150
for 9/-.

Airmails: 10 for 6d.; 15 for 9d.;
Br. Colonials: 150 for 2/-.
Cash with order.

J. CHAMBERS,

i
50, Parliament St., Port Elizabeth.
L__—:ﬁv_“—**——;_

RHODESIA

In the November number of the London
Philatelist, Mr. H. C. Dunn has commenced
with some addenda to his ‘“Romance of the
Posts of Rhodesia ”; he hopes it will be pos-
sible to have these included in their proper
place in his book of that name which was
destroyed in the raids on Plymouth. The
present addenda add some fresh information
about the earliest missionary postmasters
(1888), the arson at Bulawayo post-office in
1895 and the arrival of the first train at
Bulawayo in 1897.

March, 1944.

INDIAN PHILATELIC BUREAU.

The Indian Post and Telegraph Depart-
ment has established a Philatelic Bureau for
the convenience of philatelists. Supplies from
it will be strictly limited to the current
issues of British Indian postage stamps, but
including “ Service ” stamps. The address is
“ The Presidency Postmaster, Indian Phila-
telic Bureau, G.P.O., Bombay, India.”

CAPE TRIANGULARS wanted, highest
prices paid for fine copies, singles,
pairs, blocks, fiscally cancelled copies,

ete.
Send particulars to:
THIELE, 455 West Street, DURBAN.

LINN’S WEEKLY STAMP NEWS.

The wrappers of the two latest numbers
of this publication to arrive here bore, in
addition to the 13c. U.S.A. stamp pre-cancelled
Sidney, Ohio, a %c. Canada excise stamp
which was not cancelled in any way. It is
wondered if this indicates some new routing
of malils, or if it is merely a philatelic joke
on someone’s part.

" SPECIAL OFFERS FREE FRENCH

STAMPS.

Complete sets of 66 overprinted

A.E.F. stamps (London price £55) .. £20 0 0
4em. black overprint (London price

(£84) .. 10 0
2Fr. 25 black over plmt (London p1 1ce

10/-) .. . 6 0
20Fr, hldck ove1 plmt 012 0
le., 2c., 3ec., 10c. b]ack overprint

(the fmn) .. e e e e e e 3 0
Red Cross A.E. I' § values .. .. .. 10 0 0
Resistance and beemtion, complete L]
sets .. C e e ee .. 10000
Valmy of Camex oun, complete set 6 0 0

NET AND CASH WITH ORDER.

MARCEL H. JANSSENS, P.0O. Box 43,
LEOPOLDVILLE (Belgian Congo).

Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIALS
should get into touch with me AT ONCE

Selections of choice Mint or Used

AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etec.,
on approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue, REFERENCES ESSENTIAL.

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022
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British Empire Collections Wanted

. We wish to purchase collections of British Empire Stamps, mint and/or used, i
in" good to fine condition. Specialised collections of individual countries or groups i
or straightforward general collections are all equally welcome. Individual sets of any
obsolete issues and odd lots also wanted. Any British Africans particularly wanted.
. Wt believe that the greatest satisfaction results when the seller states the
lowest price which he is prepared to accept and the buyer accepts it without argu-
ment, but we are not ashamed to make offers. We know that all dealers say that
they pay the highest prices, but please bear in mind that our flirm owes its con-
tinued existence and good name to its honest treatment of both buyers.and sellers
over a period of many years. Good prices are obtainable to-day for stamps in good i
condition and we are prepared to pay good prices. ’ ‘
No matter what the price is for anything that we buy, whether ‘
\

it be £10 or £10,000 or more, we pay cash in full immediately
deals are concluded.

Prospective sellers should first send as full details as possible of stamps for sale.

For our overseas export trade we also huy used curremt and recent stamps of
any African countries, preferably in large quantities. List of buying prices on
recquest.

ROEBERTSON STAMP CO. (PTY.), LTD.
P.0. BOX 5826. JOHANNESBURG.
Office Address: 20, 1st Floor, Old Arcade Buildings, 100, Market Street.
Telephones: Day 33-1454, Night 32-5265. Bankers: Barclay’s, Natal Bank,
JOHANNESBURG.
(Former Publishers of the “S.A. Philatelist”)

Superb Selection of Postage
Stamps and Covers

Mint .Tubhilee and Coronation, Numerous rarities, Air Mail and Other Covers,
specialists’ items, long sets and individual lots including Southt Africa, South West
Africa, Cape, Natal, O.F.8., Transvaal, Great Britain, FEuropean Countries, British
Colonials, United States (old issues), etc., loose lots, -slightly used albums, stock
books, ete.
CATALOGUES ON REQUEST—POSTAL BIDS ACCEPTED—TERMS: CASH
TO BE SOLD BY PUBLIC AUCTION ‘
at. THE MART, 4 NEW STREET SOUTH, JOHANNESBURG,

ON WEDNESDAY, THE 22nd MARCH, at 1 p.m.

J. C. BURCHMORE LIMITED

Auctioneers and Sworn Appraisers.
Telephones 33-3247/8/9. Telegrams: “Proved.”
4 New Street South (off Rissik Street), JOHANNESBURG
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Mount Currie Express

THE "UGLY DUCKLING” OF THE PHILATELIC WORLD

March, 1944.
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~ The Mount Currie Express is an exceed-
ingly rare stamp—more rare, indeed, than
the Cape Triangular “ Wood-blocks ”—and
yet little interest has been shewn in it by
collectors, even in South Africa, the home
of its birth. Many philatelists explain this
apathy by saying that the “ Mount Currie
Express ” was only a “local” stamp, and is
therefore not included in orthodox collections
of authentic Postage Stamps. This, however,
cannot be the true reason, for many “local”
stamps are eagerly sought after, and prized,
even by the most diseriminating collectors.
Who, for example, would ban the Z.A.R.
stamps of Jeppe’s day from a Transvaal col-
lection? And yet these early vrepublican
issues were ‘“locals” in exactly the same
degree that the “ Mount Currie Express?”
stamps were. They were valid only within
the Transvaal, and all letters from the
Republic to the Cape had to be franked with
Cape of Good Hope stamps before they
would be handled by the Cape Post Offices.
You have only to read Curle and Basden’s
description of the . Transvaal, and the evolu-
tion of the postal system under Jeppe, and
compare it with Dower’s account of Nieuw
Griqualand, and the solution of postal prob-
lems by Darby’s “ Mount Currie Express”
gervice, to see the obvioug parallel. Walker
(History of S.A., p. 869), in describing the
financial straits of the S.A. Republic in the
“ Seventies,” wrote: “ The Postmaster
General took his salary in stamps and the
Surveyor-General in land, the other civil ser-
vants went without, and the mneighbouring
colonies had to finance the Transvaal mail
contractor.” In other words, the “Otto”
stamps were really privately issued by Jeppe,
with the sanction of President Burger’s
Government, just as the “Mount Currie
Express” stamps were privately issued by
Darby, with the sanction of Adam Kok’s
Government.

There are some who blame the bigger
dealers for this indifference. They issue
catalogues, and create interest in particular
issues by their propaganda, but the “ Mount
Currie Express” stamp is not even men-
tioned.

There may be just an element of truth
in this, but the charge is hardly a fair one.
Dealers who secured stocks of (say) New
lepublic, Stellaland, or Pietersburg stamps
naturally advertised them for sale, and thus
aroused public interest in them. But the
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very existence of the “Mount Currie Express”
stamp was unknown to collectors until years
after it had been in use, and contemporary
dealers could hardly be blamed for not listing
stamps in their catalogues, when they them-
seives knew nothing about them. The stamp
was not chronicled in the Philatelic Record
in London until 1884—twelve years after it
was issued. Even then it was so rare that
nothing further was heard about it until
1889, when information reached the ears of
Mr. Emil Tamsen of Nylstroom, of the dis-
covery of a number of these stamps among
the papers in a deceased estate in Kokstad.
He promptly bought the lot, and set to work
to gather information about them. The

results of his enquiries were published in the

Philatelic Record in' 1890, and reprinted in
the Philatelic Society’s book “Africa,” in
1200. If it had not been for Mr. Tamsen,
it is probable that the ‘“ Mount Currie Ex-
press ” stamp would have been forgotten by
this time, for, in spite of the fact that it
had been mentioned in Lockyear’s Hendbook
of Colonial Stamps, and that it wag listed
by Stanley Gibbons in The Local Postage
Stamps of the World in 1899, no further
light has been thrown on its history during
the past forty wyears. In fact, the “Mount
Currie Express” stamp is so rare that, apart
from the famous strip of four in the Tapling
Collection in the British Museum, and a few
privately-owned specimens, it is still prac-
tically unknown to collectors. Furthermore,
not a single postally used specimen—on cover,
or solo—has yet beén recorded.

So far from blaming cataloguists for this
omission, therefore, they deserve high com-
mendation for their caution in refusing to
publicise an issue of whose history so little
was known, and whose claim to be a genuine
postage stamp had not been fully established.

The recent growth of interest in “hand-
struck ” stamps, and pre-stamp covers, how-
ever, has led an increasing number of
philatelists to turn their attention to local
issues, and the. ¢ Mount Currie Hxpress”
stamp is now being featured in the Regent
and Hurt and Williams Catalogues.

Now, after the lapse of seventy years, new
light has been thrown on the history of the
stamp, which leads us to the conclusion that,
after all, it is, in reality a treasure of the
first order.
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“MOUNT CURRIE.”

One of the first questions asked by the
stranger who has never seen the stamp be-
fore, is: “ Where is Mount Currie?” It is
the name of a mountain peak, and also of a
Postal District in the Cape Province; but
the “Mount Currie” of the stamp refers
specifically to the original “Hoofstad” of
Adam Kok, Chief of the Griquas, who lived
there for ten years before the foundation of
the present town of Kokstad. It ceased to
exist n 1874, but the site is still marked on
Government maps as “ The Laager.” The
territory wag officially called “ Nieuw Griqua-
land,” but the older name of “No Man’s
Land” continued in common use until it was
finally annexed by the Cape Colony in 1877,
when it was renamed “ Griqualand East.”
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“laager,” . surrounded by mud-walled, grass-
roofed “ pondokkies,” which they named after
Sir Walter Curzrie.

Nieuw Griqualand was recognized by the
British Government as “an independant
sovereign State,” wuntil 1874. Theal says:
“ They had mnever received protection, or been
in any way interfered with.,” (Hist. V. 185).
When Adam Kok applied to Sir Philip Wood-
house for the appointment of a High Com-
missioner “he was told to manage as best
he could, he would not be interfered with ”’;
and when he visited the Governor at the
Cape in 1868, he was told that he was “en-
tirely independant of the (Cape) Govern-
ment.” It was not till February, 1875, that
the Griguas were  accepted as British sub-
jects. The territory was finally annexed to

o

Mount Currie Laager in 1870.%

Most of our knowledge of “ Nieuw Griqua-
land ” is derived from a book entitled“FEarly
Annals of Kokstad and Griqualand East,” by
the Rev. William Dower, whe was appointed
ag official “ predikant” to the Griquas, by
Adam Kok, in 1869—a rare, but exceedingly
valuable record of the history of those times.

The “ Mount Currie” Griquas were des-
cendants of the Philippolis clan which had
achieved notoriety in Britain and America in
1823 by going to the rescue of Robert Moffatt
when XKuruman was threatened with anni-
hilation by the Mantatees. Shortly before the
discovery of diamonds in Griqualand West,
and the settlement of rival claims to owner-
ship, the British Government offered the
Griquas asylum in “ No Man’s Land ” on the
western borderg of Natal. A suitable site for
establishing a new home was pointed out by
Sir Walter Currie to a Commission sent io
inspect the country. The offer was accepted,
and about 2,000 of these “ coloured” people,
under the leadership of Adam Kok III, left
Philippolig in 1861 and reached their destina-
tion on the southern slopes of “Mount Fifty”
in 1863. Here they built an imposing

*From Dower’s ‘*Annals.”

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

the Cape Colony by Act No. 38, 1877, aftex
Adam Kok’s death.

During the period under review, therefore,
Adam Kok (who, as we shall see later, granted
the postal monopoly to Mr. Darby), was the
unquestioned ruler of Nieuw Griqualand. He
presided over the ‘“ Raad,” made treaties,
negotiated exchange of territory with Natal,
and ratified boundaries. ' Official documents
were sealed with the country’s Coat of Arms.
Paper money was actually printed—but was
never put in circulation. The Government
engaged in war, tried and convicted criminals
and executed men convicted of murder. But
Adam Kok retained the real power in his
own hands. (Annals, p. 17.)

Describing conditions of life at Mount
Currie in 1870, Mr. Dower wrote:—“ The
nearest Post Office was Umzimkulu Drift,
fifty miles away, from ‘whence we received
letters and papers, once a month, if we chose
to send for them. Regular post there was
none.” (Annals, p. 31.)

About this time pressure was brought to
bear on Adam Kok to move his headquarters
to a more convenient site, about three miles
to the south-east, and, after the ground had
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‘Adam Kok ITL.

been laid out by Mr. Dower and the Rev.
W. Murray, the new township of Kokstad was
formally proclaimed in 1871. Many of the
Griquas, however, did not approve of having
to move their homes—they were noted for
procrastination—so the transfer was net
completed until 1874.

(To be continued).
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CEYLON.

The Philatelic Magazine draws attention to
a gwindle being perpetrated on service men
to whom are offered folders filled with Cey-
lon stamps at fancy prices; 99 per cent. of
" the stamps are cleaned, repaired, damaged,
previously used, bank-cancelled or perforated.

GERMANY.

Stamp Collecting reports that the great
destruction of property in Germany has
caused a rush of people wanting to put their
capital into easily transportable goods, and
stamps are specially favoured.

As a consequence, there has been a spate
of forgeries of all sorts of stamps of any
appreciable market value. So much so that
the Government has opened an office in
Berlin where stamps may be taken or sent
to be tested for genuineness.
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Be wary, therefore, of any stamps emanat-
ing from Germany, not only of German issues
but any stamps of international value and
rvepute, British Colonial £1 stamps are
thought to be particularly affected. i

EGYPT.

A correspondent states he has recently seen
a number of collections purchased by service
men in Egypt and brought back here. These
are all alike; attractively mounted in albums,
with selections of Interpostals, old issues and
modern pictorial sets. In his opinion the
last-mentioned are probably all right, but he
thinks a warning should be given about the
interpostals and some, at all events, of the
older stamps—they look too good to be true.

FREE FRENCH BATTLESHIP
“RICHLIEU.”

Stamps of Senegal overprinted ¢ Par
Avion/Batiment de Ligne/Richlien,” sup-
posed to be prepaid for the use of sailors of
the “ Richlieu” while that ship was at New .
York for repairs, are being featured in some
of the American philatelitic papers and they
have also been mentioned in some British
papers.

Mr. S. G. Rich kindly writes us by air to
say that everything points to these being
quite unauthorized and probably made by
some unscrupulous dealer for his own profit.
Although seen on covers and properly can-
celled, they certainly never franked any such
covers for air post,

RUSSIA — PICTORIALS

26 diff. large pict. Commemos, 1937/43

used at .. . TN
43 diff. large pict. Commemos, 1933/43

used, @b sm s 4 im ome ms ne ree ms @ L2/
54 diff, large piet. Commemos, 1914/43,
_ inel. (1914 War Charity, ete. mint and

used at .. s ws mp . 15/8

Russian Constituent Republics:

(according to latest news these may issue their
own stamps dgain.)

25 Azerbaidjan (Baku Oilfields, ete.) cat.

b A S 6/6
12 Armenia (Mt. Avarat, etc.) price .. 2/6
16 Georgia (Stalin’s country) ecat. 14/10

price @ sm ms em ®s i@ ®i swe we 476
18 Transcaucasian  Federation, cat. 6/-

DHES cw su we w5 5 18 @5 8e o om owy 38

Nett, c.w.o0., post free,

Amn’ov.al selections, with stamps priced singly,
available, on request, against references.

A LICHTENSTEIN

P.O. Box 576,
BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S.
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Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used
copies wanted. Particularly Edward
and George. High prices willingly
paid.

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes-
burg.

Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S.
covers and rarieties wanted by
A. E. Basden, Box 2388, Pretoria.

Collections Wanted to Buy.—Old and
Modern Collections, Single Rarities
and Errors, Duplicates and Office
Mixtures.

Prompt cash on acceptance of offer:

E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.),
117 Longmarket Street, Cape Town.

For Service, promptness and satisfac-
tion.

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni.

i Phone 54-1692.

If interested in S.A. Colonies or Union
Mint Blocks, Postage Dues, Officials,
‘write to: :

E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom.

New Hebrides: Free French. Complete
set 17 mint—£11,
Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni.

COLLECTORS' WANTS AND OFFERS |

(Twopence per word per insertion with minimum of 2/- per insertion)

Canada: Wanted collection and rare
items of high value.
Ii. A. Church, Box 112, Durban.

Britain: Wanted Penny Blacks, all Line-
engraved, Embossed Surface printed
and items of interest, highest prices
paid for stamps in good condition.
Collections or single items.

Offers to- J.A. Bremner, Box 5041,
Johannesbhurg.

Basutoland: Wanted covers, or stamps
postmarked in Basutoland before
1910.

Harding, Box 108, Ladybrand.

Belgian Congo: Wanted Single stamps
or collection.
E. A. Church, Box 112, Durban.

Wanted: Foreign African, all issues,
selections to address below. Also
Sudan Palms 1, 8, 4 mils, 6, 8, 10
piastres, good used.

Morton, Box 3828, Pietermaritzburg.

Air Mail: Rare South African Air Mails
wanted for Specialists collection.
E. A. Church, Box 112, Durban.

Coins and Medals wanted. Send offers
to:
Alec Kaplan, Box 132, Germiston.

(Conciuded from page 86).

exhibit on this subject, and as his paper will un-
doubtedly be published at length with illustrations
from his exhibit of the stamps as well as his slides,
suffice it to say here that all present felt that Rev.
Roberts deserved the very high commendation and
praise for the information he has unearthed and
bresented about these most interesting of all South
African stamps. Whether as a result of his efforts
the Mount Currie Express stamp will in dne course
be classitied as a “regular” official issue or mnot
Jemains to he seen, but in, the minds of many present
Rev. Roberts certainly proved his point in classifying
this issue as .being entitled to be considered as an
official issue. Dr. J. H. Harvey Pirie certainly
expressed the views of all present in his vote of
thanks fto Rev. Roberts for his very fine piece of
philatelic research and most interesting lecture and
presentation.

There was no time for the usual monthly auction
at this meeting and so all of the items put in for
auction in February will be offered at the March

meeting. HEFR
E.B.
+ o

TAST RAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, Mr. Gutsche; Hon. Sec., E. N. Rigg,
103 Kemston Avenue, Benoni; Meetings, 3rd Tues-
days, 8 p.m., Hotel Regent. Bencni.

January - Meeting.-—At this meeting there was no
fixed exhibit; members brought theif albums and all
had the pleasure of seeing various countries, from
about 8 “albums. There was alsg - a competition;
portions of stamps were shewn and the country and
the value of the stamp had to be guessed, there were
20 stamps in all, and the total number of points
were 40. This competition was won by Mr. Shep-
herd with 24 pts., there were two members with 223
pts.  An auction’ sale was also held in aid of war
funds.

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

Iebruary Meeting.---At this meeting we had o very
good turn out. My, Jack Doyle, who was Secretary
before joining the forces, was in attendance, also
Mr. Doyle (Sen.). Exhibits for this meeting were
Mr. Gillimore’s collection of Australiad which was
very well written up, and starting from 1913 there
were very few vacant spaces.

The second exhibit was DMr. Reckling’s collection
of Holland. This collection was also very well
written up and ran from the very early jssues up
to the beginning of the present war. E.ATR.

All types of stamps wanted in quantity,

- packets, singles, sets; especially
Empire and Foreign Colonies, in ex-
change for Australasians, Permanent
contacts also desired to supply and
receive mew issues. Bagis wholesale
or .. .?

S. G. Walton. (Member A.P.T.A.),

Canley Vale, N.S.W., Australia.

TERRORS OF THE TRANSVAAL.

- Under this title the Rev. H. J. A. McKec
has an article in the December 31st number
of the Philatelic Magazine grouping together
usefully the points necessary to determine the
genuine and the fakes of the various print-
ings of the first Z.A.R. His final bit of
advice is that nobody should attempt to
separate thesc issues if he finds it a bore.
If he doesn’t, these notes may help to make
it easier for him. .
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The Gibbons’ Catalogue assigns the gauge
of 14 to the pictorial stamps in large format
of the Union of South Africa recess printed
by Bradbury, Wilkinson and Co., Limited,
namely, Nos. 34 to 39. Actually two gauges
of perforation were utilised (a) 14 x 14 and
(b) 14 x 133,

(a) Described in the Simenhoff Catalogue

as the “ First Setting,” illustration 12,
page 29.

Under this category the sheets of stamps
which ' consisted of two panels of 60 wunits
each were perforated by a comb machine
which operated horizontally across a sheet
from left to right to the gauge of 14 x 14,
and in many instances across horizontally
from right to left. Pictured as working
from left to right, a comb had one
vertical row of 18 needles (the two apex
needles included), and two horizontal rows
of 21 needles (each inclusive of the top and
the bottom apex needles).

(b) Described in the Simenhoff Catalogue

as the “Second Setting” illustration
13, page 29.

TWO GAUGES OF PERFORATION OF THE UNION STAMPS
-«|  PRINTED BY BRADBURY, WILKINSON & CO., LTD. |«

By A. HILTON SYDOW, AS.A.A, CA.(S.A).
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under category (a) from the 14 x 14 machine.
For example, a sheet of two panels of stamps
was laid on the bed of the machine with the
first vertical row of stamps horizontally
nearest to the needles of the combs. The
sheet then received progressively six descents
of the combg of needles and thus perforated
all sides of the stamps with the exception
of the right-hand sides of the sixth ~vtical
row. Simultaneously, the seventh descent of
the combs perforated vertically the right-
hand sides of the sixth vertical row of the
first panel and horizontally the gutter mar-
gin between the two panels and the first ver-
tical row of the second panel partly. The
whole sheet was then retrograded and re-
ceived the eighth descent of the combs and
thus perforated the left-hand side of the
first vertical row of the second panel and
horizontally above and below the stantps, but
not the right-hand sides. Portions of the
margins above and below the stamps of tae
first vertical row of the second panel thus
received penetrations of the combs from the
seventh and eighth descents, thus (a) the
seventh descent and (b) the eighth descent:

(b) 1. 2.8, 4 5. 6. 7. 8 9.10. 11 12, 13, 14. 15. 16., ecte.
(a) 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. T. 8 9. 19. 11. 12, 13, 14. 15. 16, 17. 18. 19. 20. 21.
—— 2. i
Vertical 3. 4 Vertical
Row 4. Gutfer 5] Row
[ To Margin To 1
1st L4, Between 15 2nd
Tanel 15. 1’anels 16 Panel
16. 17
17. (18) !l 2. 3., 4+ o0 6. 7. 8 90100 110120 130 14, 15, 16, ete
(18) 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8 9.10. 1112, 13. 14, 15, 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21.

Under this category the sheets of stamps
which consisted of four panels of 60 units
each were perforated by a comb machine
which operated vertically across a sheet
hottom to top to the gauge of 14 x 133, and
in many instances from top to bottom. Pic-
tured as working from bottom to top, a comb
had two vertical rows of 17 mneedles
(each inclusive of the left and the right
bottom apex needles), and one horizontal row
of 22 needles (the two apex needles in-
cluded).

(¢) Described in the Simenhoff Catalogue

as “ Oval perforations.”

Stamps in blocks of four or more may be
found with complete horizontal oval perfor-
ations, the ovals in various sizes larger in
area than the normal circular ones, and
measuring to various gauges. Such stamps
derive from sheets perforated as described
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Thus the horizontal oval perforations
between pairs catalogued by Simenhoff on
page 31 were caused by the eighth descent
of needles Nos. 11 to 21 passing through the
holes previously perforated by the seventh
descent of needles Nos. 2 to 12 but with
needles Nos. 11 to 12 slightly out of align-
ment enlarging the holes already made by
Nos. 2 to 12. The foregoing illustrates their
causation where a sheet was perforated
across from left to right. The precise re-
verse was obtained when a sheet was per-
forated across from right to left.

The following is a list of the Union stamps
overprinted, and perforated by:—
(a) 14 x 14 machine.
Official — Offisieel
without stops.
2d. 17imm. between lines of overprint
(8.G. 05).

reading upwards
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2d. 19mm. between lines of overprint
(S.G. 06).

South-West Africa and Suidwes Afrika
reading upwards.
2d., 3d., 1s., 2s. 6d., 5s. and 10s. (SG.
49 to 54).

S.W.A. .
2d., 3d., 4d., 1s., 2s. 6d., 5s. and 10s.
(SG. 60 to 67).

Official S.W.A. and Offisieel S.W.A.
(Gibbong’ Type 03 and 04).
2d. (8.G. O7).

Official S.W.A. and Offisieel S.W.A.
(Gibbons’ Type O7 and 08).
2d. (S.G. 011).

(b) 14 x 13% Machine.
Official — Offisieel
without stops.
2d. 19mm. between lines of overprint
(8.G. 06).

S.W.A.
2d., 3d., 4d., 1s., 2s. 6d., 5s. and 10s.
(SG. 60 to 67).

reading upwards

Sheets perforated by the 14 x 14 machine
showed 7 additional holes on the top margin
and 7 on the bottom margin of each panel,
and the gutter margin between the panels 11
horizontal rows. Sheets perforated by the
14 x 13% machine showed 11 additional holes
on the right and left of each panel and the
gutter margin without horizontal perfora-
tions. When the machine worked downwards
across a sheet the top margins were blank
whilst the bottom were traversed vertically.
When the machine worked upwards across a
sheet the bottom margins were blank and the
top margins traversed vertically., The dif-
ferences of perforation may be easily dis-
cerned from blocks of four stamps by exam-
ining the five perforation holeg located near
the four inner corners of the stamps as
illustrated in the following sketch:—
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Tt shows the approximate positions of the
perforation holes nearest to the intersections
of the marging:—

“A” from a sheet perforated by the 14 x 14
machine which worked across horizontally
either from the left to the right or from the
right to the left.

“B” from a sheet perforated by the 14 x 13%
machine which worked downwards vertically,
and it will be observed that hole “b” was
made by the 17th vertical needle of an imme-
diate prior descent and almost impinges on
hole “B” made by the 1st vertical needle of
the immediately subsequent descent.

“C” from a sheet perforated by the 14 x 133
machine which worked upwards vertically,
and it will be observed also that hole “c” was
made by the 17th vertical needle of an imme-
diate descent and almost impinges on hole
“C” made by the 1st vertical needle of the
immediately subsequent descent. Descents
“C” in a direction inversive to descents “ B.”

I have allocated stamps in my collection
ag follows:—

“A” (Plate 1) “B” (Plate 2) “C” (Plate 2)

2d. 2d. 2d.
3d. ad. —
4d. 4d. 4d.
1/- 1/- 1/-
2/6 2/6 —_—
5/- 5/~ 5/-
10/- 10/- 10/-

The 2d. inverted watermarks from Plate
1 “A” and the 4d. inverted watermarks from
Plate 2 “ C.” I have not so far seen the 3d.
and 2s. 6d. from Plate 2 “C” and they
must be extremely scarce in mint condition.
The split “D” variety I have only seen in
Plate 2 “ C.” 1 have pairs of the 1s. demo-
mination with printers’ imprints on the
marging partly perforated upwards (Plate 2
13 C'H).
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EGYPT—POSTAGE PREPAID.

Numbered postmarks, with the wording of
the heading ahove, cancel stamps on most
letters from forces in Egypt these days, and
have done so for some considerable time,

Lieut. J. P. Shingler, serving in Egypt
with U.D.F.I. (a Y.M.C.A. and Toc H Insti-
tute) writes that these are definitely military
postmarks in wuse throughout army post
offices in Egypt. He further states that the
Union Defence Force post offices in Egypt
only use their own mnumbered cancellers
(A.P.O.—U—M.P.K.) for internal purposes.

Actually this is not quite the case for they
still "appear on most registered letters and
on some, but not all, parcels coming to the
Union from forces in Egypt.

Presumably the same arrangement applies
to the army post offices of other forces in
Egypt as the numbers of these Egyptian
cancellers run at least as high as 138.

There would appear to be truth in the
suggestion made by Col. G. R. Crouch in a
British paper some time ago, that these post-
marks represent some arrangement come to
with the Egyptian Government whereby these
cancellers take the place of the “Army Post”
stamps of Egypt issued originally in 1936
for British forces there and replacmg the
seals previously used. In a recent issue of
Stamp collecting it is stated that precious
few used copies of the 3m. King Farouk
stamps are to be seen, as they had a short
life through the suspension of the arrange-
ment that they were used in the correspon-
dence of British troops. That may be, but
there are quite a lot of the 10m., with British
Army P.O. marks of 1940 and 1941, floating
around South Africa.

OSWALD MARS H'S
eFFICIENT, [ TAYA WRITE FOR §
EXPEDITIOUS 1[3 PARTICULARS
NEW JSSUE SERVICE.

RWQOD . CONDINSE 1S .

¢

E. BLUM

P.0. BOX 1669 CAPE TOWN
yecommends his services to Déalers and Collectors
alike for Selling and Buying stamps from all
countries. Price List now ready and can be sent
to applicants free on demand. Collections and
Accumulations bought for spot ecash, Highest
prices paid., Established in South Africa since
1930. First class references,

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

March, 1944.

NORWAY.

During the past two years there have been
a variety of stamps issued in Norway, some
respectable, some not. Amongst  the latter
may be mentioned the stamps overprinted with
a large “V,” a barefaced attempt fo annex
the Allies’ V for Victory; a charity stamp in
aid of the Norwegian Legion, a so-called vol-
untary force for service against the Allies;
and those with a head of Vidbun Quisling.

The former category include a pictorial set
commemorative of the historian Sturluson; a
series honouring the memory of Nordraak the
composer and one commemorating the centen-
ary of the birth of Edward Grieg.

DUTCH WEST INDIES.

Sets have been issued commemorating the
birth in Canada last year of another Princess
of the House of Nassau. Those for Curacao
are of 1%, 2%, 6 and 10c denominations, and
those of Surinam of 2%, 7%, 15 and 40c. The
stamps have been printed by Bradbury, Wil-
kinson and Co. and the design is the same
throughout, viz.,, a group of the Dutch Royal
Family, Queen Wilhelmina, Princess Juliana
and her husband and three children.

SPLIT “A” KEYPLATE.

This variety in Gambia stamps was noticed
in our December issue, and it was pointed out
that it might well be found in stamps of other.
colonies. Writers in the Philatelic Magazine
now report finding it on a 4d. St. Helena and
on a 30c¢ Seychelles.

Mr. P. Riordan, writing from Namaqua-
land, adds yet another stamp to the growing
list of stamps with this key-plate variety. He
has in his collection a 45c. Seychelles (SG.
No. 85) which shows it.

AN INTERNATIONAL STAMP.

We have not yet attained an international
postal stamp (the Franco-British one under
way early in 1940 did not materialize), but
the U.S.A., Canada and Britain 1943 Christ-
mas Anti-Tuberculosis Seal is one common
to these three countries.

CATALOGUES.

Although we have not seen a copy, the
Philateli¢ Journal of Great Britain 1reports
Messrs. Whitfield King’s 1944 Catalogue us
having been issued in 2 volumes. The Foreign
gsection reports many war issues of enemy
and enemy-occupied countries, though, of
course, without quotations. Mr. P. L. Pem-
berton in reviewing this extensive, although
incomplete list, pities catalogue publishers at
the end of the war, when all the monstrosities
are let loose and the many thousands of them
have to be sorted out into those worthy of
recognition and those not.

M.E.F. “ COMBINATIONS.”

Mr. Lichtenstein states he has handled
covers, bona-fide correspondence, shewing
Union stamps combined with stamps of Malta
and also with stamps of Basutoland.
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WANTED
[ J

La Aguera—S.G.2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10,
11, 12, 13, 25,

Port Said—E122, E167, E168, E169,
E1389a.

Algeria—b51, 52, D10, D11, D18, Did.

Angola—139, 140, 155, 189, 195, 201,
202, 205, 206, 211, 212, 240, 246, (or
246a), 275, 324, 326a, 334 (or 335),
341, 342.

Abyssinia—170, D53, D54, D55, D56,
D57, D58, D59, 179, 177, 196, 199,
D60, 287, 290, 295, 1931 set of 5
officials, 310.

Azores—9 (or 10), 11, 14 (or 15), 16
21, 89 (or 62), 63 (or 64 or 65), 84,
90 (or 91 or 94), 130, 198, 235, 236,
237, 243, 244, 245, 251, 254, 255, D183,
403, 408b, 382a, 452, 453, 454, 456,
457, 458, 459, 460, 475, 476, 477, 478,
479, 480, 481, 482, 483, 484, 485, 486,
487, 488, 528,

Benin—1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13,
16, 17, 18, 201, 203, 204 (must be
guaranteed).

British East Afriea—20 (or 22 or 23),
26, 40, 44, 46, 99.

Dahomey—10, 13, 17, 25, 90, 93, 86.

Diego Suarez—101, 102, 103, 105, 110,
112, 118, 20, 26, 16 (or 18).

Jubaland—D1, D2, D3, D4, D5, D6, D7,
D8, D9, D10.

Eritrea—52, D4, D5, D6, D7, DS, D9,
D10, D11, 66, 67, 68. 69, 70, 71, 72,
73, 74, 15, 80, 81, E4, E5, E3, 82,
83, 84, 98, 100, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107,
92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 101, 102, 102a,
114, 115, 108, 109, 110, 111, 112, 113,
117, 118, 119, 120, 121, 122, 123, 124,
125, 126, 127. 128. 129. 130a. 131,
132, 133, 135, 137, 138, 139, 140, 141,
142, 143, 144, 145, 146, 147, 152, 153,
155, 156, 157, 158, 159, 166, 167, 168,
170, 171, 172, 178, 174, D14, 175, 176,
177, 178, 179, 180, 181, 182, 183, 184,
185, 186, 187, 188, 189, 190, 191, 194,
198.

[ ]

One copy of each of above required.
Mint for preference,

High prices for perfect copies.

Want list of other countries on
application.

E. HUNT
Box 2437, JOHANNESBURG

’

“Covers the World”

® 1 ercentenaries—
and other Grand Sets

ANTIGUA TERCENT.

£15 0 0 £1 5 O

BAHAMAS TERCENT. | {NATAL S.G. 5, Full
£4 0 0 margins, finely em-

BARBADOES bossed £25 0 0
Victory £3 10 0| NIGERIA £1 G.V. used

BECHUANALAND £ 0 0
S.G. 53. broken P ST. XITTS (cent.) to
£ 0 0 2/6 £5 10 0

Regent No, 89 10 0| RHODESIA S.G. 12
£10

BERMUDA

1920-21 £5 10 9| SIERRA LEONE cent.
(except £1) £18 10 0

BRITISH GUIANA RHODESIA 166a

CENT. £ 0 0 £6
BR. SOMALILAND S.W.A,
1938 £ 0 0 113 hor. pr. £8

726  block £7 1
{CAPE WOODBLOCK 127 vert. pr. £17 1
2

used on cover £50 0 0

CAYMANS CENT. “South West”
ANDS éz];})N’_[? 0 block £0 0 0
FALKL : SOUTH AFRICA
(except £1) £20 0 0 T1925 mint £ 8 g
fGREAT BRITAIN odsed  £112 8
.a. £1 «
5.6 177 £10 10 0| 26:1018  pe. o Make
JUBILEE compl. Your Sixpence Fly
35 0 0 glue Wing 02 loReg
TOSS £
MONTSERRAngE%T'Q 1925 Air mint £1 15 0
iNATAL S.G. 171 ver- © used 2
tical pair pmk 17 July, cover £2 5
1911 £25 0 0| §S.G.107 Block£ls 0 0
tIndicates used, otherwise mint,
Offers subject to being unsold and subject to

price changes. E. & O.E. Postage Extra.

WE WANT TO BUY—

OLD AND MODERN COLLECTIONS,
SINGLE RARITIES AND ERRORS,
DUPLICATES & OFFICE MIXTURES.

Cash on Acceptance of Offer.

E. M. LACY

Bankers:
Barclays.

(Globe Postage Stamp Company)

117 LONGMARKET STREET,
CAPE TOWN.

NEWF' DLAND 1913

“Afrika’  over

Telegrams: Globephil.
Telephone: 2-4657.

00

0 0

0 0
0 0
(V]
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SOCIETY NEWS

ORANGE FREI STATE AND BASUTOLAND
PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, Mr. C. A. Larsen; Hon. Secretar
Mr. B: G. Lyon,.Box 702, Bloemfontein; Meetingg,’
3rd Fridays, Oranje Koffiehuis, Bloemfontein.

The bill of fare at the January Meeting was full
of variety and must have satisfied every taste. The
tollowing is a résumé of the brief displays given:

Mr. ¥. Carter: Rarly stamp§ of Great Britain,
w1tl} the 1d. red complete except for plate 77. Mr.
A. Scheffer: A fine collection of Holland with hardly
any blanks. Flight.-Lieut. G. W. Horton: Picked
copies of the DBritish ¥Wmpire. Mr. C. A. Larsen:
Vval"lOUS philatelic curiosities. Mr. W. S. Robertson :
Union varieties, one of which was a_1s. roto pair
with part of the design missing. Mr. H. L. Kaplan:
U.S.A. adhesive meter mark labels used on covers.
Mr. J. Lewis: European Airmail pictorials. Dr, K.
Ireund : Mafeking blocks one of which was a sheet
of 29 stamps of SG. 6, showing in each row the 6
types of setting.

A successful auction sale of stamps, conducted in
an able and humorous manner by Mr. W. Dickie-
Clark, concluded an interesting evening.

The main part of the February meeting was taken
up with another successful auction sale in aid of
War Funds. Members came spontaneously forward
with more and more stamp lots which, under the
“ hammer ” of Mr. M. Liss, found ready buyers at
satisfactory prices.

The displays of the evening had the subject
“ Unions,” and the “XKing’s Heads” of Mr. J. B.
Levy and the ‘ Postage Dues” of Mr. J. Lewis de-
serve a special mentioning. —_

R,

+

PORT ELIZABETII PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec., C. W. Shef-
field, P.O. Box 88; Meetings, Room 5, City Hall, 1st
and 3rd Tuesdays.

At the meeting on January 18th we had the large
attendance of 37 members and one visitor.

It was a great pleasure to welcome back Mr.
Sheffield after his illness.

Three new members were elected, one, Mr. Dray-
brook, well-known to Port Elizabeth members as he
belonged to the Society for many years, and only
resigned when he left the town.

It was a great pleasure to have with us a dis-
tinguished visitor, Lieut. Martin of the S.A. Naval
Forces, who was enjoying a few days’ leave after
his strenuous trip on the high seas. He is well
known to the P.I, members and is always sure of a
hearty welcome.

The evening was in the capable hands of Mr. G. K.
Forbes, who displayed 30 pages Switzerland and 16
pages of South Australia.

* L.E.C.
EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, Mr C. Hampson; Hon. Secretary, Mr.
S. F. Fowler, P.O. DBox 168. Meetings, Colosseum
Building, 2nd Fridays, 7.45 p.m.

At the meeting held on 14th January there was
a very good attendance including one visitor, Mr. A.
Shapiro, of Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia.

The meeting was opened with an auction in aid of
War Funds. Mr. J. Paviour then displayed Antigua.
Jarbados and Cayman Islands. Outstanding items
were the Tercentenary Set of Antigua and the com-
plete set of Cayman 1932; also the 3d. and 1d. on
Hs. of the same country.

After tea interval, our Hon. Secretary, Mr. S. F.
Towler, came to light with a showing of Egypt.
Both displays were much appreciated and a very
successful meeting closed with a vote of thanks from

1he chair. .
+ C.8.

CAPE TOWN PITILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, K. Alexander; Hon. Secretary, S. Kag-
anson, 16 Military Road, Tamboer’s Kloof, Cape
Town ; Meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Thurs-
days of the month at Medical House, 30 Wale Street,
Cape Town, at 7.30 p.m.

January 27th, 1944, - Mr. Lugan displayed his fine
collection of * Danzig” in mint condition and prac-
tically compléte. The first stamps were the (German
issue of 1903-20, overprinted * Danzig” in 1920. Then
tollowed the 1921 * I'ree State” issue with design
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of a suiling vessel, subsequent issues of air mail
and charity stamps, ete. Stamps of Poland used in
l)m_l'ug were also exhibited. Mr. Lugan gave a very
lucid and instructive commentory on his display.

- During the eevning Mr. W. L. Ashmead presented a

sheet of 60 stamps of the 1d. Transvaal. * Introduc-
tion of Penny Postage,” also an *‘ Icelandic” Post
Card which bore a 1 kr. stamp overprinted * Zep-
pelin 1931, for Cavalcade Funds, and realized 36s.

10th February, 1944.-——Mr. Alexander in the chair.
Mr, F. Sinnott put up a most interesting display
designated “ Bits and Pieces,” possibly for want of
a better title. It consisted of items of Great Britain,
Canada, Rhodesia, Soviet Russia, Bechuanaland, ete.
Amongst the British were some very fine Penny
Dlacks, Most noticeable was the shilling queen of
1862 with label, another interesting item was the
five shilling of 1867 with the figure “5* instead of
“five”_ then there was the 2s. 6d. of 1890 on blued
paper. - Full sets of the ‘ Queen’s Head” and “King
Tdward ”’ issues were shown up to One Pound value.

In the current Georgian issues, the early issues of
Canada were exceedingly fine. It was a pity Mr.
Sinnott did mnot give more detailed particulars in
the writing up of his display. Our Cavalcade effort
is going well, and various stunts are being organized
to give it a big bang.

W.A.
o+
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL.

President, A. L. Bevis; Hon. Sec., G. Milner,
Palmer, P.0. Box 588, Durban; Meetings, 1st and
3rd Wednesdays at London Assurance House, 319
Smith Street (in the rooms of the Durban Camera
Club, top floor), 7.30 p.m.

At our January Meeting three new members were
elected.

The City Museum Authorities are acquiring a new
cabinet of 40 frames to house the Hurst Natal Collec-
tion. In the meantime a portion of .this collection
is being displayed in the existing cabinet.

Trurther discussions took place in regard to Insur-
ance of lixchange PacKkets.

Display.—Mzr. A. S. Maskell showed some 40
selected sheets from his Collection of Germany, A
hearty vote of thanks wus passed to Mr. Maskell for
his display.

February Meeting.—Anotilier {hree mnew members
elected. Captain George G. Smith, a new member,
displayed his Collection of Siam. In view of his long
stay in Siam he had a wonderful opportunity of
building up his collection and the sheets shown were
only part of his collection. A hearty vote of thanks
was passed to Captain Smith.

G.M.D.

+
THE PIHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG.

President, F. J. H. Lang; Hon. Secretary, L.
Buchen, Box 4967, Johannesburg; Meetings, 2nd
Tuesdays, Public Library, Johannesburg, 8 p.m.

Mr. Lang was in the chair at our February Meeting
held on the 8th. This was ohe of the most interesting
and unusual meetings we have had in a long time
and was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone present,

Five new members were elected.

Mr. L. Buchen expressed the appreciation of the
Club to all those who have so generously contributed
stamps or cash for the benefit of our war fund,
and at the same time pointed out that as there are
still many demands on this fund further donations
will be gratefully received.

The philatelic” fare of the evening was made up
of a very outstanding mint. collection of the Admiral
Heads of Rhodesia by Mr. F. J. H. Lang, and a
lecture illustrated with lantern slides and an exhibit
of the Mount Currie Express stamps presented by
the Rev. N. Roberts.

Mr. Lang’s Rhodesian Admiral mint collection was
beautifully mounted and neatly typewritten up. This
superb collection included many shaded varieties of
all values of the various types and perfs. and im-
perfs. Mr. Lang considers the most outstanding item
the imperf. variety of the one- penny aniline dye.
Mr. I. Isancs expressed the thanks of those present
for Mr. Lang’s exhibit.

The Rev. N. Roberts in his illustrated lecture on
the Mount Currie Express stamps not only presented
in a most interesting manner all of the previously
known information about these stamps, but much
new data whieh he has unearthed as a result of
extensive research and study. There js not space
in these short notes to do justice to his paper and

(Concluded on page 31).



March, 1944. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. iii.

How fortunate vou are

IN how many other countries, today, can
thousands of civilians still travel for pleasure

or on private business?

This is the fifth year of a war that has
disrupted the life of millions almost beyond con-
ception—but you can still sleep in peace in vour
normally full compartment, still have meals
served to you on the journey, still arrive punc-

tually and safely at your destination.

You can’t all travel whenever you wish because
accommodation is necessarily limited, and comfort
and service occasionally fall short of pre-war
standards, but—how fortunate you are to be able

to travel at all!

DO NOT TRAVEL UNLESS YOU MUST

South African Railways

-£. Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News Agency,
@ Ltd., Johannesburg: Printed by Magazine Press (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, Johannesburg
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PUBLICATIONS

By LOWE
* THE REGENT CATALOGUE (ADHESIVE).

VOLUME 1 includes all issues up to 1930 Price 5/6 plus 6d postage.
.

VOLUME II is published every March and September, includes all issues to date and an addenda to
Volume I. Price 1//8 pluszd. postage.

Throughout both volumes the prices listed are as near as possible market prices; in addition Gibbons’
and Scott’s catalogue numbers are cross-referenced with Regent numbers for those collectors whose
collections are based on these catalogues.

Volume I plus the current edition of Volume II will bring

you right up to date with the British Empire Market.

* THE HANDSTRUCK CATALOGUE (1661-1900).

This is the only catalogue of Handstruck Postage Stamps of the British Empire, and lists every known
recorded marking with prices. All Provisional Handstruck Stamps issued prior to 1900 are listed, and
those in use in Great Britain from 1840 to 1853 are catalogued in detail. The historical data included
is invaluable to the collector—as is the catalogue itself. Price 10/6 plus Gd. postage,

which includes the December 1942 Supplement, The latter can be obtained separately.

Price 1/6 plus 2d. postage,
* THE GT. BRITAIN SPECIALISED CATALOGUE (1661-1943).

This incorporates the Great Britain sections from the two catalogues mentioned above with a lot of
additional specialised data, such as details of the plating of the line-engraved issues, illustrations of
essays and proofs, sizes of sheets, cancellations, and a catalogue of postal stationery. The new edition,
pubbshed in March, 1943, includes a catalogue of the Circular Delivery, College, Railway, Telegraph
and Postal Revenue Stamps as well as the re-writing of several sections.

The pricé of the new edition is 10/6 plus Gd postage.

All enquiries to

ROBSON LOWE LTD.

50, PALL MALL, LONDON, SW.lL

Abbey 4034,
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Confident
when
' Buying and Selling

|

!‘ This very grateful tribute to the quality of the
“J service provided by Harmer’s Bond Street Stamp Auctions
ll“ is but one of the many hundreds of compliments that we
| receive each season.

The success of Harmer’s Bond Street Stamp Auctions
is the fruit of more than 50 years’ consistent effort to
provide a perfect service and complete satisfaction for

1 Vendor and for Buyer.
|

Every feature of every sale at Harmer’s of Bond
| Street is handled by experts—men whose wide experience
enables them to reveal those little extra points of a stamp
that enable the distant Buyer to bid confidently and in
complete security, and ensure for the Vendor a fair price
. for his stamps. '

i That is why almost all the great collections are placed
‘ with Harmer’s of Bond Street for dispersal—why more than
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond

Street Stamp Auctions—why Harmer’s have a larger turn-
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer.

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues.
Our brochure “Selling Stamps at Auction” also is free to
prospective Vendors.

H. R. HARMER

’[
|
|
|
The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer
ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS.

131-137, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1,
ENGLAND.

Cables: “HARMER’S BOND STREET LONDON.”
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EDITORIALLY SPEAKING

Narrow Margins.

In our issue of Apml 1943, we referred to
the magazine being “not go sleek”; we
had been. warned that a measure of paper
saving might be due and we fully expected
that issue to appea? close cropped, shaven and
shorn. It didn’t happen just then, but quite
unexpectedly last month’s issue arrived from
the printers with “margins cut close,” and so
we shall continue, no longer being entitled to
the deseription of “imperf., with wide margins
all round.” Sad, but it might have been worse;
we might have been reduced by another four
pages or cut to a “bantam size.”

New Griqualand.

Mr. Roberts makes out what seems to be
an unanswerable case for the listing of the
“Mount Currie Express” stamp under the
territorial heading of “Nieuw Griqualand.”
That territory was an independent sovereign
state and the postal service and stamps had
its official sanction glthough the Government
delegated its power to a private firm. Admit-
tedly the stamps had only franking power
within their own territory, but this applies
equally to many stamps listed in standard
catalogues.

Dismantled Cliches.

In his paper in this issue on the Union
Postage Dues of 1922-28, Mr. Sydow brings to
light something—two thlngs, in fact———new in
Union philately.

During the life of at least one plate, it
was dismembered and some of the cliches
constituting it were re-assembled in a differ-
ent position. The circumstances are reminis-
cent of what occurred with the Cape “Wood-
block” plates.

It is also brought out that although a stereo-
typing process was employed for most of the
denominations, zincotyping was used in one
case, -

“Large War Effort” Varieties.

Dr. Nockler of Swakopmund has drawn our
attention to the fact that in the 4d. large war
effort stamp overprinted S.W.A. the stamps
in the first vertical row of the right-hand
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half of the sheet are all rather smaller (from
perf. to perf.—mnot the printed part of the
stamp) than the other rows, and asks if the
same occurs in the Union stamps.

In reply we quote the following note which
appears after this issue in the “Rex” priced
catalogue of the postage stamps of King
George VI, compiled and edited by A. D.
Crane, 2nd Ed., 1944:

“Owing to a technical difficulty encountered
in the perforating of stamps of type 6 (the
4d. denomination) and similar types, all 2d.,
4d. and 6d. stampg from the 11th column in
the sheet are slightly narrower in overall
width than those from the other columns. A
similar but much less noticeable reduction
occurs in the height of stampsg of the other
denominations from the 9th or 10th row in
the sheet, and is due to the same cause.”

Incidentally, the Editor would like to know
if our local Union specialists have been asleep,
that they haven’t brought this interesting oc-
currence to our notice sooner.

Bantam Varieties.

The 1d. has been for some little time a defi-
nite rose colour, not the original red.

Mr. C. J. Dekema has shown us (a) some
2d. stamps from the top of a sheet, with
marked displacement of the perforation lines.
The first line comes just under “Certificates”
in the marginal imprint, the second just un-
der “South Africa” in the stamp, and the next
just at the limit of colour of the stamp.

(b) 2d. and 4d. stamps with misplacement
of the marginal imprints, the word ‘“Certifi-
cates” or “Sertifikate” is on the stamp itself
in the white margin between the colour and
the perforation. He believes the same has been
found in the 1id. and 6d..also, but had no ac-
tual specimens of these.

A similar occurrence on the 3d. wag illus-

trated in our April, 1943, issue.
. Mr. C. A. Armstrong writes with reference
to the note last month about 2d. stamps from
the top right corner of the sheet with missing
shading. He states that he got stamps at
the Pretoria post office some months ago and
the shading was missing in the whole of the
top row. This looks like a small flaw in the
process of printing, rather than wear.
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Mount Currie Express

THE “UGLY DUCKLING” OF THE PHILATELIC WORLD

By NOEL ROBERTS.
(Continued from page 30 March issue).

IITIIIII MO et

During the interim (in 1872) Trafford’s old
trading store at Mount Currie was bought by
Messrs. Goodliffe and Ballance of Durban for
£75, and Mr. W. Wesley Darby was placed in
charge as manager .(Annals p. 37). The re-
quirements of the business demanded regular
postal communication, with Natal, so Mr.
Darby instituted a weekly service of native
“runners” between Mount Currie and his
headquarters at Harding. As a result he was
inundated by requests from other residents to
take their letters, too, and have them posted
at Harding. In order to comply with their

wishes, and at the same time to serve his busi--

ness interests, he applied to Adam Kok for
permission to establish what he called “The
Mount Currie Express,” and to provide a dis-
tinctive postage stamp to cover the cost of the
venture. The charge for this service was 6d.
per half ounce for letters, but only 1d. if the
letter was franked with a “Mount Currie Ex-
press” stamp.

procure stamps, and to use them like anyone
else.” (Annals p. 40.) Practically all the in-
habitants who were likely to make use of the
postal facilities provided had moved to Kok-
stad—three miles away—by this time, so the
establishment of the only equivalent of a Post
Office in the territory, at Mount Currie, and
Darby’s insistence on the use of his, stamps,
was really a clever business move, since it
must have brought many customers to his

- store who otherwise might never have visited

the place. In spite of this, the exodus from
Mount Currie to Kokstad went on, and Mr.
Dower writes: “Sooner than wag expected,
the “Laager” was deserted, and Messrs. Good-
liffe and Balance found that they had to move
also.”” (p. 40.) As we have no record of the
business being re-opened in Kokstad, we must
assume that the “Mount Currie Express”
came to an end during the same year (1874).
The life of the Mount Currie Express stamp,

0ld Store at Mount Currie in 1870.
(From Dower’s Annals).

“This,” wrote Mr. Dower, “was the first
attempt at a regular postal service. If the
Government wished to avail itself of the
‘Mount Currie Express,” it was required to

10IIUWEU  Laae ave—
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therefore, may be computed at not more than
two years. '

So much for the historical background. Let
us now turn to the stamp itself.
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1. WAS THE “MOUNT CURRIE EXPRESS”
A GENUINE POSTAGE STAMP?

A “Postage Stamp” may be defined as a

printed adhesive label, authorised by the Gov- -

ernment or ruling power of a country, and
supplied to the public for attaching to a
postal packet to indicate that certain charges
for transmission have been pre-paid. Its
validity depends on the authority under which
such a stamp is issued.

In the early days of Rhodesia, before Ma-
shonaland and Matabeleland were annexed by
the British Government, such authority was
vested in the “Chartered” or  “British S.A.
Co.,” which organised its own internal postal
service and issued its own postage stamps.

The first postage stamps of Uganda, how-

ever, were merely typewritten labels issued by -

a missionary. In the case of the “Mount
Currie Express” we are specifically told that
there was no postal service in 1870, but that
when such a service wag established in 1872
the Nieuw Griqualand Government had to use
the “Mount Currie Express” stamps if it
wished to make use of it for the transmission
of correspondence within its own territory.

We may safely conclude, therefore, that the
philatelic status of the “Mount Currie Ex-
press” stamp was at least equal to that of
the “B.S.A.” Co. stamps of Rhodesia, and
considerably higher than that of the type-
written missionary stamps of Uganda—both
of which are acknowledged by philatelists to
be legitimately collectible postage stamps.

2. WHO PRINTED THE STAMP?

The problem of providing a suitable post-
age stamp for affixing to letters carried by
the “Mount Currie Express” was probably
solved by Dr. Callaway (afterwards first
Bishop of Kaffraria). Our reason for believ-
ing this is based on the following facts, but
we await confirmation from Mission records:
The doctor had established a printing press at
Springvale in 1865, which was subsidised by
the Natal Government, and was run by a
very capable printer (Mr. Blair). As there
was constant communication between Mount
Currie and Springvale, it is reasonable to
assume that the work of printing the stamp
would have been entrusted, to Dr. Callaway,
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rather than to some commercial firm in
Pietermaritzburg, Durban or Capetown. (The
Rev. Dower established a printing press in
Kokstad in 1878 (vide Annals p. 115), but
this was much later.

3. A PUZZLING DISCREPANCY.

In 1943 the accidental discovery of a pair
of Natal stamps (S.G. 11) cancelled with an
oval rubber stamp bearing the name “Good-
liffe and Ballance” aroused the curiosity of
the present writer for though the names were
the same, their order did not correspond with
the order on the Mount Currie Express stamp,
nor with that used by Mr. Darby himself.
(vide Africa 1. p. 86.)

In response to an appeal for information
broadcast in the South African Philatelist,
Myr. T. M. Mullins, of Pietermaritzburg, drew
attention to the references to this firm in
Dower’s Annals (quoted above) in which it
is always referred to as “Goodliffe and Bal-
ance.” This was a confirmation of the rubber
stamp evidence, and led to more intensive re-
search. A closer study of the stamp itself
revealed an interesting clue to the solution of
the mystery.

It will be noticed that the name “Ballance”
in the left hand border of the stamp (vide
Fig. 3) reads upwards instead of downwards.
If the ampersand is correctly placed at the
base of the stamp, this arrangement is obvi-
ously wrong. Let us try to imagine what hap-
pened, and assume that the jformat of the
proposed stamp was discussed by Mr. Darby
and Dr. Callaway (or whoever was respon-
sible for the printing), and that the simple
design represented in Fig. 1 was decided.on.
The doctor, on his return to Springvale, would
give instructions to the printer, who had the
type set up. When a “proof” was submitted
to Mr. Darby (as Fig. 2) he corrected the
error in the order of the names by sending
back a message: “Very good—only you've got
the name the wrong way rourd.”

The compositor (quite probably a native)
misunderstood the message, and, instead of
transposing the two names—putting “Good-
liffe” in the left hand border, and ‘“Ballance”
on the right—as intended by Mr. Darby, he
merely reversed the word “Ballance” so that
it faced ‘the other way round,” (Fig. 3) and

ONE _PENNY, ONE_PENNY, ONE PENNY,
g w o i m‘ wi
o s J" v 4 e
©| MOUNT CURRIE |Z| || MOUNT CURRIE |=| |Z| MOUNT CURRIE |
=| EXPRESS. |5 |Z|  EXPRESS. =i EXPRESS. . |a
- < x4 <<
m (- {m S @ §l
& && &
Fig. 1. Fig. 2. Fig. 3.
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then printed off the required number of
sheets, as we have them to-day.

If this solution of the problem is correct,
we can only surmise that Mr. Darby, in his
querulous letter to Mr. Zietsman (Africa I.
86) used the order “Ballance and Goodliffe”
because he was writing about the stamp on
which that was the order in which the names
appeared. If he had used the correct title, it
would have involved a lengthy explanation,
which, under the circumstances, he would not
have deemed necessary. His correspondents
would naturally have followed suit as they
did not know any better.

PHILATELIC NOTES.

The following information is condensed
from Mr. Tamsen’s notes published in Africa:
The stamps were issued in sheets of twelve—-
four horizontal rows of three stamps each—
perforated between rows, but not on outer
borders of the sheet. The three stamps in each
horizontal row are identical, but they differ
from those in each of the other horizontal
rows. A wvertical strip of four stamps, there-
fore, includes four different varieties. This
leads to the conclusion that only four clichés
were composed, and that they were set up
vertically one above another, instead of side
by side, and then three separate impressions
were taken from this forme on each sheet.

The chief points of difference in the stamps
printed from these four clichés are:

Type 1. (top row):

(a) line of outer frame on right is bent

outwards at top right-hand corner.

(b) long, vertically elongated stops.

(c) narrow ampersand (&).

April, 1944.

Type II. (second row):
(a) long, vertically elongated stops, but
(b) broader ampersand (&).

Type III. (third row):
(a) small square stops.
(b) narrow ampersand.

Type IV. (bottom row):

as Type III, but lattice ornament at top is

broken.

These points of difference, taken in con-
junction with the perforations enable us to
“plate” any individual specimen.

I’ENVOL

In the light of the evidence now before us
we come to the conclusion that the “Mount
Currie Express” was a genuine Postage
Stamp, officially sanctioned and used by the
Nieuw Griqualand Government. TUnlike the
Stellaland, New Republic, and Pietersburg
“locals,” or the swarm of Boer War sur-
charges, or even the beautiful stamp issued
in the Transvaal to commemorate the “Penny
Post,” the reputation of the “Mount Currie
Express” stamp was untarnished by the greed
of speculators. Like Gray’s “gem of purest
ray serene,” which ‘“dark, unfathomed caves
of ocean bear”; or the “flower born to blush
unseen, and waste its sweetness on the desert
air,” the “Mount Currie Express” Stamp
served the purpose for which it was created,
unnoticed by the world outside its orbit. Even
its simple history was uhdiscovered for six-
teen years; and now, after being neglected for
seven decades, it returns, as the “Ugly Duck-
ling” did, to claim itg rightful place among
its fellows as Queen of South African stamps
in the philatelic album.

Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used
copies wanted. Particularly Edward
and George. High prices willingly
paid.

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes-
burg.

Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S.
covers and rarieties wanted by
A. E. Basden, Box 238, Pretoria.

Collections Wanted to Buy.—Old and
Modern Collections, Single Rarities
and Errors, Duplicates and Office
Mixtures.

Prompt cash on acceptance of offer:

E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.),
117 Longmarket Street, Cape Town.

For Service, promptness and satisfac-
tion.

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni.
Phone 54-1692.

Canada: Wanted collection and rare
items of high value.
E. A, Church, Box 112, Durban.

~ COLLECTORS' WANTS AND OFFERS

(Twopence per word per insertion with minimum of 2/- per insertion)

1

Wanted: Book and/or catalogue on
Numismatology; also Collectors in-
terested in coins and exchanging.

Dr. A. Weber, Swakopmund, S.W.A..

Air Mail: Rare South African Air Mails
wanted for Specialists collection.
E. A. Church, Box 112, Durban.

Wanted: Gambia, embossed issues.
Malta, Gibraltar and Cyprus, early
Georgians, All in superb mint con-

dition. Best prices paid for fine
material.
Write: Patrick Riordan, Nababeep,

Namaqualand.

Belgian Congo: Wanted Single stamps
or collection.
E. A. Church, Box 112, Durban.

Basutoland: Wanted covers, or stamps
postmarked in Basutoland before
1910.

Harding, Box 108, Ladybrand.
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O.V.S.
POSTALLY USED FISCALS

Replying to the queries raised in our
January issue, Mr. C. Johs. Oberholzer, of
Ladybrand, writes:—

“I do not believe that 0.V.S. Fiscals were
ever used authoritatively on postal covers; I
have never seen a postal cover with O.V.S.
Elscals on it and I very much doubt if any
living soul has seen—let alone possessed—
such a cover. :

“The possibility of such stamps having
been postally cancelled by °obliging clerks
or postmasters’ seems to me to be very
improbable. Philately in those days was not
the specialised business which it is to-day
and I simply cannot conceive that any col-
lector during the last quarter of the previous
century would ever have dreamt of obtaining
such cancellations merely for the purpose of
having a rarity in his collection.

“That O.V.S. Fiscals were postally can-
celled—not used—is well known. I am sure
that every collector has a few of those
stamps so cancelled.

“Your correspondent comes very near to
the truth when he says that such stamps
were merely cancelled by postal cancellers.
In the late eighties and early nineties of last
century, I remember that the post office in
my home town in the Southern Free State
was a room at the back of the Magistrate’s
Court, and adjoining the office of the Assis-
tant Magistrate, or, as that official was then
known, the Landdrost Klerk en Publieke Ver-
volger. And, believe it or not, this official
was also the post master. This, I am told,
also obtained in other Free State towns. Now
just imagine your Landdrost Klerk-Publieke
Vervolger-Posmeester on a ‘rush’ day—and
there were ‘rush’ days even in those far off
times.

“A Power of Attorney is brought to the
Landdrost Klerk, or a summons to the Pub-
lieke Aanklaer, while he is busy in his
capacity as Posmeester at the Post Office
counter, to cancel the stamps on a document.
How easy for the busy Posmeester to
either mix up the cancellers, or simply to
use the postal canceller to cancel the fiscal
stamp on the document presented.

“ Further, it 1is also well known that
0.V.S. Fiscals, overprinted ¢ Telegraaf’ were
authoritatively used on telegrams, and one
can quite imagine that at times the supply
of overprinted stamps may have been ex-
hausted and that the Post Master, without
authority, simply used. Fiscals without the
overprint for telegrams. -~
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“ Regarding the ¢ Geregistreerd’ boxed
cancellations, I cannot understand any col-
lector maintaining that this is a postal can-
cellation used on registered envelopes, ete. It
is nothing of the sort. It is a cancellation
used in the Deeds Office in those days and
merely served to indicate that the document
on which it appears was registered. I have
several stamps bearing this cancellation in
my O.V.S. Revenue collection, which I per-
sonally removed from old documents.”

After writing the aforegoing, Mr. Ober-
holzer got into communication with ex-Sena-
tor Brebner, of Bloemfontein, and sent the
following additional note:— |

“ Mr. Brebner is an old official of the
late 0.V.S. and during the ninetieg, and up
to the commencement of the Anglo-Boer War,
he was Inspekteur van Kasse, or what is now
known as auditor.

“He writes that he cannot recollect that
O.F.S. Fiscals were ever used postally and
he should certainly know if this were the
case or not. It was part of his duty to check
the supplies of Revenue Stamps in the pos-
session of Landdrosts (Magistrates), and the
postage stamps in the possession of Post
Masters, and if ever authority was given
for using Fiscals on postage covers he would
have known about it.”

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS

RUSSIA

SPECIAL OFFER OF
COMMEMORATIVES

ALL LARGE-SIZE PICTORIALS
26. Different 1938/43. Price .. 7/6

36. do. 1935/48. Price .. 10/-
45.  do. 1933/43. Price .. 12/6
55, do. 1914/43. Price .. 15/6
65.  do. 1914/43. Price .. 20/~
75.  do. 1914/43. Price .. 25/-
88.  do. 1914/43. Price .. 32/6
100.  do. 1914/43. Price .. 40/-

Nett, C.W.0. Post free.

A. LICHTENSTEIN

P.0. Box 576,

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S.
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INTERESTING 20th CENTURY DATES.

As we are rapidly approaching one of
those unique dates which crop up every now
and then, I hope you will invite the attention
of collectors to the row of fours which will
constitute the date on the 4th of April next—
4.4.44,

Many years ago I was shown a stamp on
envelope cancelled in.Berlin. The date was
11,11.11; the time wag 11 a.m. and the post
office number was 1l1—surely an item richly
deserving of a prominent place in a collection.

It is most unfortunate that most British
date-stamps show the month in letters, as
this, of course, spoils the date; e.g., 12 Dec 12
is not anywhere near ag interesting as
12.12.12.

There are so many collectable dates in a
century that I suggest collectors gather them
in.
The indifference of most people to dates,
however, is surprising. True, a date is of
little practical importance, but little things
often add interest to life, and the person who
can enjoy a date, or row of identical figures
on his car’s speedometer, or the number on a
receipt or cheque or banknote; to quote a few
examples, is to that extent better off than one
who disdainfully sniffs at such things as be-
ing beneath his notice.

But, as our technical and scientific achieve-
ments rest upon just such an ability to see
the unusual and the apparently trivial, the
superior person’s disdain can be easily toler-
ated and interpreted. Here is a list of the
main dates for the first half of the 20th
Century:

8.9.10 13.12.11 2.3.45
10.10.10 10.11.12 12.3.45
19.10.1910 12.12.12
12.11:10 19.12.1912

1111 11.12.13

11.1.11 2.2.22
9.10.11 22.2.22
1.11.11 3.3.33
11.11.11 1.2.34
19.11.1911 4.4.44

By adding the time, these dates can be made
still more interesting, e.g., 4.4.44—4.44 p.m.
(or a.m.) though of course the minutes are
not added to a post office date-stamp.

Finally, as dates can easily be manufactured
to order at any time, they will never command
a high price and will thus always be within
reach of the collector with limited means.

. B. L. CAIRNCROSS.

G.E.A. CAMPAIGN MARKS.

Mr. C. D. Twynam, of Zomba, writes sug-
gesting that the letters KWA in the mark
listed as No. 19 in the paper in the February
issue probably stand for Kilwa in Tanganyika.
He possesses a similar type of mark, but with
“Army Telegraphs” instead "of “Army Sig-
nals.” This has MBA (probably for Mom-
bassa) and is dated 10-IX-16. He points out
that the name of the Portuguese port referred
to under Mark 6 should be Mtengula, not
Mtangula; thanks for the correction.
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SPECIAL OFFERS FREE FRENCH
STAMPS.

Complete sets of 66 overprinted
A.E.F. stamps (Loondon price £55) .. £20 0 0
4cm, black overprint (London price

(€25 T S
2Fr. 25 black overprint (London price 0 6 o
20Fr, black overprint e et se .. 012 0
le., 2¢., 8c., 10ec. black overprint

(the four) .. .. .. «. +u «¢ e oo 0 3 0
Red Cross AE.F, 3 values .. .. .. 10 0 0
Resistance and Liberation, complete

setS .. .. .. ee e he ee ae ee .. 1000
Valmy of Cameroun, complete set * ¢ 0

NET AND CASH WITH ORDER.

MARCEL H. JANSSENS, P.0. B>x 42,
LEOPOLDVILLE (Belgian Congo).

FREE FRENCH PROVISIONALS

all issues mint or used, singles or sets
wanted for cash.

Send particulars to:
THIELE, 455 West Street, DURBAN.

EFFICIENT, WRITE FOR J
EXPEDTIOUS PARTICULARS

\SUE_SERVICE |

NORWOOD . LONDONSE.19 P !

Yy

WANTED TO BUY

All types of Afriean stamps, mint and used,
especially Empire and Foreign Colonies.
Prompt settlement by cash, mint current
Australian stamps at face, or used ditto at
wholesale rates, as desired. Fair prices
please.

S. G. Walton. (Member A.P.T.A.),
Canley Vale, N.S.W., Australia.

E. BLUM

P.0. BOX 1669 CAPE TOWN
recommends his services to Dealers and Collectors
alike for Selling and Buying stamps from all
countries, Price List now ready and can be sent
to applicants free on demand. Collections a«d
Accumulations bought for spot cash., Highest
prices paid. Established in South Africa since
1930. First class references,
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THE PLATES OF THE TYPOGRAPHED POSTAGE DUE
| STAMPS-1927'28 OF THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA |,

By A. HILTON SYDOW, A.8.AA, C.A.(S.A)).

TTTTTTITTITITS

This issue of Postage Due stamps comprised five denominations, namely, $d. black and green (1928),
1d. black and red (February, 1927), 2d. black and mauve (September, 1927), 3d. black and blue (1928),
and 6d.black andslate (July,1928). The figures of value were printed in black and the frames in the colours
mentioned. I own a pair of the 3d. denomination with the figures of value in blue and the frames in blue
which emanated most likely from a trial sheet, as well as imperforate pairs of the frames in green, red and
slate without figures of value. -

These stamps were surface-printed on unwatermarked paper at the Government Printing Works
at Pretoria from a common frame plate or plates made at the Royal Mint in London, and from numeral plates
set up at the Government Printing Works, Pretoria.

THE FRAME PLATE OR PLATES.
A frame plate contained 120 subjects arranged in 2 panels of 60 each separated by a vertical gutter,
and each panel contained 10 horizontal rows of 6. The two panels were surrounded by co-extensive
jubilee or guard lines. A guide point appeared to the left of subject 36 of the left panel, and another to
the right of subject 31 of the right panel of the plate. These two points were printed conversely on the
blank lateral margins of the sheets. Thus the frames were printed 120-set in two panels of 60, but each
printed sheet was bisected into two 60-set issue sheets, after they received the imprints from the numeral
plates, with the exception of the $d. denomination plates which were 60-set. :
Each stamp exhibited the following text matter in white lettering, viz., *“ SOUTH AFRICA * and
¢ SUIDAFRIKA ” horizontally at the top and botton respectively, and “ POSTAGE DUE ” and “ TE
BETAAL * vertically at the left and right respectively. Examination of panes of these stamps revealed
the following characteristics in respect of the five denominations :—
Left-hand pane :—
Row 1, No. 2—White dot after ‘“ Due.”
Row 2, No. 4—White vertical line below first ““ A >’ of * Africa.”
Row 4, No. 3.—White dot between “ P ** and *° O’ of *‘ Postage.”
Row 5, No. 2.—Thickening of bottom limb of *‘ E ”* of * Betaal.”
Row 5, No. 3.—White dot in centre of *° O * of “ Postage.”
Row 7, No. 1.—White dash below “ T >’ of ¢ Betaal.”

Right-hand pane :—
Row 5, No. 1.—Small break in ““ S ”’ of ** Suidafrika.”
Row 8, No. 2.—White dot above ** B * of * Betaal.”

Some years ago the late Mr. J. Ritchie stated that four frame plates were ordered from the Royal
Mint. Hitherto my research has failed to reveal the use of more than one frame plate unless all four
plates were exactly similar and that the plate characteristics mentioned afore occurred on them alland derived
from the Master Plate. Mr. Ritchie also stated that ‘ the plates were of copper and faced with steel.”’

A Master Frame Die was engraved on steel en epargne and negative from which impressions were
made on 120 lead blocks or moulds in recess and positive. These lead moulds were clamped 120-set in an
iron forme, arranged in 2 panels of 10 horizontal rows of 6 each and surrounded by guard line moulds.
The iron forme was suspended and immersed in a depositing-bath, and an electro-deposit of copper was
grown on the moulds in the form of a thin copper shell. Subsequently the copper shell was carefully
removed from the moulds and backed with a thick layer of type-metal which became the Master Frame
Plate, en epargne and negative. A wax mould was then obtained by impression from the Master Frame
Plate. On this wax mould, 120-set, in recess and positive, a nickel deposit was grown in the form of a thin
shell. This nickel shell was carefully removed from the wax mould and heavily backed with copper and
became a Working Frame Plate, 120-set, en epargne and negative. Probably three additional working
frame plates were made similarly by wax-moulding from the Master Frame Plate. I have, however,
no evidence of stamgs printed from the additional plates, unless as I'have stated previously that the plate
characteristics afore-mentioned are Master Frame Plate ones and were repeated on such additional working -
frame plates. The Royal Mint plates are nickel plates and not steel-faced as Mr. Ritchie stated.

THE NUMERAL PLATES.

(A) The #4. liumeral plate contained 120 subjects arranged in 2 panels of 60 and each panel 10
horizontal rows « . ¢ each. The plate was a stereotyped one and made as follows :—A Master Die was
prepared in the form of a line-block, en epargne and negative, showing a figure *“ 6 > and a letter “d »
as a symbol for pence but without a stop under the ““ d.”” From the Master Die a mould was made, very
likely of papier-mache, which received twelve seperate impressions in recess and positive, thus :—

6d 6d 6d 6d 6d 6d 6d 6d 6d 6d 64 6d
From this multiple mould a longitudinal cliche of 12 units was cast in stereo metal,en epargne and
negative. This process was repeated nine times and nine multiple cliches were obtained additionally.
The ten said cliches were then mounted on wood or metal of form a 120-set stereotyped printing plate in two
panels of 60, each and in 10 horizontal rows of 6. Certain blemishes developed on the 12-set mould which
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were picked up in turn by each of the ten 12-set metal cliches cast therefrom with the result that each one
of the blemishes caused flaws which were repeated ten times on a printed panel of stamps 60-set, for

example :—
Left Pane :—
(a) All Rows, No. 3—Indentation right side near top of ““ d.”
(b) All Rows, No. 4—Two white spots in ball of *“ 6 >’ left side.
Right Pane :—
(¢) All Rows, No. 3—Indentation right side of top of curve of “ 6.”
Thus :— Left Pane. Right Pane.
Row 1 .1 2 3a 4b 5 6 1 2 3¢ 4 5 6 from 12-set Cliche 1
Row 2 .1 2 3a 4b 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6 from 12-set Cliche 2
Row 3 .1 2 3 4b 5 6 1 2 3¢ 4 5 6 from 12-set Cliche 3
etc. ete. ete. ete.
Row 10 ... ...1 .2 3a 4b 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6 from 12-set Cliche 10
(B) The 3d. numeral plate was 120-set in similar arrangement to the 6d. one. A Master Die was

prepared, similarly to the 6d. die, showing a figure *“ 3 > and a letter representing pence, a *“ d *” but without

a stop thereunder.

From the Master Die a mould was made which received twenty-four separate impres-

sions in recess and positive, thus :—

3d 3d 3d 3d 3d 3d
3d 3d 3d 3d 3d 3d

3d 3d 3d 3d 3d 3d
3d 3d 3d 3d 3d 3d

From this multiple mould a longitudinal cliche of 24 units was cast in stereo metal, en epargne and

negative. This process was repeated four times and four additional multiple cliches were obtained. The
five said cliches were then mounted on wood or metal to form a 120-set stereotyped printing plate intwo
panels of 60, in 10 horizontal rows of 6 each. Certain blemishes developed on the 24-set mould which were
picked up in turn by each of the five 24-set metal cliches cast therefrom with the result that each one of the
blemishes caused flaws which were repeated five times in a printed panel of stamps 60-set, for example :—

Left Pane :—
(a) Rows 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, No. 1—Very slight protuberance near bottom ball of “ 3.”
(b) Rows 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, No. 2—Two indentations on top of curve of *“ 3.””

" Right Pane :—

() Rows 1, 3, 5,7, 9, No. 2-—Three indentations on top of curve of *“ 3.”

Thus :— Left Pane. Right Pane,

Row 1 vee ..1la 2b 3 4 56 6 1 2¢ 3 4 5 6 .

Row?2 .. oo "% 8 9101112 7 8 9101112 from 24=set Cliche 1

Row3 we v .nla 20 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6 .

Row4 ... 7 8 9101112 7 8 9101112y from 24set Cliche 2
ete. ete. etc. ete.

Row9 .. .o ..la 20 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6

Row 10 ... . .7 8 9101112 7 8 91011 12 from 24-set Cliche 5

A flaw that occm;d through damage to the plate is found in Row 2, No. 1 of the right-hand pane,

namely, & malformed ball to the lower curve of the “ 3.”

(C) The #d. numeral plate contained 60 su

bjects in one panel of 10 horizontal rows of 6 each. The

plate was stereotyped one and made as follows :—A Master Die was prepared in the form of a line-block,
en epargne and negative showing the figure § and a letter *“ d » symbolizing pence with a stop under the

(13 d.)1
thus :—

From this die a mould was made which received six separate impressions in recess and positive,

3d. 3d. id. 3d. 3d. id.
From this multiple mould a longitudinal cliche of 6 units was cast in stereo metal, en epargne and

negative. This process was repeated nine times and nine additional multiple cliches were obtained, The

ten said cliches were then mounted on wood or metal to form a 60-set stereotyped printing plate.

Certain

blemishes developed on the 6-set mould which were picked up in turn by eaoh of the ten
6-set metal cliches cast therefrom with the consequence that each one of the blemishes caused flaws which
were repeated ten times on & printed panel of stamps, for example :—

Left and Right Panes :—
(a) All Rows, No. 3.—Indentation in vertical serif to foot of ‘2" right side, and slight
indentation at bottom of foot of ** 2.”
(b) All Rows, No. 5.—Top of the *“ d ’’ rounded and bent to left.
(¢) All Rows, No. 6.—Very slight indentation to the right near the top of the * 1.”
discernible when heavily inked.

Not

Thus :—
Left and Right Panes :(—
Row 1 ... ..1 2 3a 4 5b 6c From 6-set Cliche 1
Row 2 ... 1 2 3a 4 5b 6¢ From 6-set Cliche 2
etc. etc. etc.
Row 9 ... ..1 2 3a 4 5b 6¢ From 6-set Cliche 9
Row 10... . .1 2 3a 4 5b 6c From 6-set Cliche 10

Certain other flaws which developed on this numeral plate were found in the positions as follows :—
Both Panes :—

* Row 2, No. 4—No serif to ““ d.”

* Row 1, No. 5—White dash on curve of *“ d.”

* Row 3, No. 4—Dot in lieu of serif to *“d.”

* Row 3, No. 6—Front of foot of *“ 2’ broken.
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The numeral plate which bore the blemishes responsible for the flaws on the sheets in the positions
mentioned afore and asterisked I designate as PLATE 1A. After the said plate had been in use for some
time, for some unknown reason the 6-set cliches which constituted the plate were dismantled, but these
were re-assembled subsequently for further use. Certain of the 6-set cliches were mounted in new positions.
For example, the flaws detailed afore in the positions asterisked anent PLATE 1A appeared in the following
positions on sheets printed from the re-assembled plate, which I designate PLATE 1B, viz.

Both Panes :— ’

Row 5, No. 4—No serif to *“ d.”

Row 2, No. 5~—~White dash on curve of *‘ d.”
Row 8, No. 4—Dot in lieu of serif to ** d.”
Row 8, No. 6—Front of foot of ¢‘ 2 > broken.

(D) The 1d. numeral plate contained 120 subjects arranged in 2 panels of 60, in 10 horizontal
rows of 6 each. The Master Die was prepared in the form of a line-block, en epargne and negative, showing
a figure ‘1"’ and a letter ‘ d ” as a symbol for pence with a stop under the ““d.”” The plate was a stereo-
typed one. From the Master Die a mould was made, but I am unable to state the number of impressions
the mould received from the said die and the order of their arrangement, as I have been unable to examine
complete right-hand panes of this denomination.

On theleft-hand panes examined I found a mould flaw repeated on certain numerals but not in regular
order and in different positions on different panes of stamps. This mould flaw marked ‘‘ m * repitionally
on the diagrammatic outline of numeral positions and flaws on stamps printed from plates designated 1A
and 1B, consisted of a minute indentation midway on the right edge of ““ 1.” I found also two plate flaws,
both in different positions on different panes of stamps, viz :— .

(a) A white dot on a numeral ¢ 1.” .
(b) Top of a * d ”’ rounded and bent to the left, and minus a top serif.

The following shows the positions of the mould flaw ‘““m,” and the plate flaws “a’ and “b” as
described afore :—

Left Pane of Plate 1A. Left Pane of Plate 1B.

Row 1 1 2 3 4 5b 6 Row 1 .1 2 3m 4 58 6
Row 2 .1 2 3m 4 5 6 Row 2 .1 2 3 4 5b 6
Row 3 .1 2 3 4 5a 6 Row 3 .1 2 3m 4 5 6
Row 4 .1 2 3 4 5 6 Row 4 ..1 2 3 4 5a 6
Row 5 .1 2 3m 4 5 6 Row 5 .. 1 2 3 4 5 6
Row 6 .1 2 3 4 5 6 Row 6 ... .1 2 3m 4 5 6
Row 7 .1 2 3 4 5 6 Row 7 ... .. 1 2 3 4 5 6
Row 8 .1 2 3m 4 5 6 Row 8 ... .1 2 3 4 5 6
Row 9 .1 2 3 4 5 6 Row 9 ... .1 2:-3m 4 5 6
Row 10 1 2 3m 4 5 6 Row 10 ... .. 1 2 3 4 5 6

As far as right-hand panes are concerned I have examined only portions of panes, and I have found
one flaw in two different positions on two different portional panes, viz.:—a stubbed serif to the numeral
“1,” Row 4, No. 1, in one instance, and as Row 9, No. 1, in another.

From the foregoing data it will be observed that, as in the case of the $d. denomination, after a 1d.
numeral plate had been in use for some time, the multiple metal cliches, which constituted the said plate
(PLATE 1A), were dismantled, but subsequently these cliches were re-assembled as a plate for further use

PLATE 1B). :

( (E) The 2d. numeral plate contained 120 subjects arranged in two panels of 60, in 10 horizontal
rows of 6 each. Stops appeared under the ““ d’s*’ as symbols for pence. No repititional flaws occurred
anent the numerals of the plate of this denomination as I have described in connection with those of the
3d., 1d., 3d., and 6d. denominations. The plate was not prepared by the process of stereotyping from
moulds. From a photographic negative a line-block was made showing a figure ‘2 ”’ and a letter *“d ”
with a stop thereunder. 60 impressions were printed in singles from this line-block, which were pasted up
60-set in 10 horizontal rows of 6 each. This 60-set paste-up was photographed and a negative obtained.
This negative was used to print 120 subjects, 60-set twice, on to a sensitised zinc plate. The plate was then
etched and routed and became a 120-set Zincotyped plate, en epargne and negative for the 2d. denomination.

The bottom serif of the ““ d ** is shown practically missing on Row 6, No. 1 of the right-hand pane.

OFFICIAL STAMP NEWS.
Do we realise how well off we are in respect
of news given us by the Department of Posts
" and Telegraphs? A recent number of Linn’s
Weekly compares their “splendid co-opera-
tion” with the “hit and miss” information
supplied to the philatelic press in America,
vith a verdict very much in our favour.
The “Philate” of South Africa gets service,
yes, sir! Our knowledge of the American
language must be out-of-date; we haven’t
come across ‘“Philate” before, but assume it
to be a comprehensive term for the general
body of philatelists. It isn’t basic English!
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EAST AFRICAN AIR MAILS.

Mr. Godfreys sends a cutting from the East
African Standard of 10.2.44 which states,
“The P.M.G. announces the immediate exten-
sion of the air mail service from Xenya,
Uganda and Tanganyika to British Somali-
land (Hargeisa) and Aden. The service is a
weekly one in both directions and the usual
air mail rates of postage for Empire coun-
tries will apply, i.e., Letters 1s 30c for each
3 oz. or part thereof; postcards, 50c each.
The air mail service to Seychelles has been
suspended until further notice.



46 THE SOUTH AFRICAN

KIMBERLEY POSTMARKS ON
- RHODESIAN STAMPS.

Sir,—I have followed with interest the vari-
ous communications about Kimberley and its
possible confusion with Kimberley Reefs, but
I do not think this explains the occurrence of
Kimberley (Cape) postmarks on Rhodesian
stamps. I have so far avoided writing you on
this matter, hoping that some one else might
come forward with an explanation, but as no
one appears to be doing so I am now going
to tell something I know.

Rhodesian stamps, might, of course, legiti-
mately and rightly be postmarked in Kimber-
ley if they arrived there having missed be-
ing cancelled in Rhodesia. . This sort of thing
can happen anywhere and at any time.

But there is another way in which Rhode-
gian stamps could be, and were, cancelled in
Kimberley, and also in Vryburg and Mafe-
king. There are some individuals who may be
described as practical jokers, or, if not being
intentional jokers, freak collectors whose ac-
tions later on give poor philatelists headaches
in trying to give rational explanations for
their freakish actions. :

I know, or, rather, knew (for he is dead
now, poor fellow) one such individual, a post
office official. You are aware, of course, that
when collectors woke up, a year or two after
Union, to the interest of “Interprovincials”
weird and wonderful combinations of these
were made up and pushed through the post.
It wasn’t difficult, if you had a postmaster
pal, even to get the dates adjusted on a date
stamp so as to make them pukka interpro-
vincials.

Well, my friend conceived the bright idea
of having Rhodesian stamps included in this
game. To my certain knowledge (for I have
seen them) he had Rhodesian Large Arms,
Small Arms, and some of later issues post-
marked in the three towns I have mentioned.
Some of them even, apparently, did postal
duty, for covers showed backstamp arrival
stamps. But it was all done by complaisance.

I must add in all fairness that this party
had no intention of defrauding anyone; I be-
lieve he never sold any of these items—he just
liked having freakish or queer things in his

PHILATELIST. April, 1944.

collection. But, of course, on his death they
probably were dispersed and hence, perhaps,

this pother now.
A. A. JURGENS.
[This explanation might quite well account
for the stamps seen by Mijor Harrington.
They were dated in 1911 and, particularly if
they were “off cover,” might well be con-
nected up with this silly prank.—Ed.]

ol o)

“AUSTERITY ALBUMS”:

Subject unsold, I offer a small stock of

loose-leaf blank albums, without any

printing or ruling whatsoever, very

strong binders, viz.:—

“Junior,” 80 pages, size 6 x 9in., price 8/6
(postage 6d.)

“Handy,” 100 pages, 6% x 9%in., price 10/6
(postage 9d.)

“Standard,” 80 pages, 8} x 10%in., price 15/6
(postage 9d.)

“Major,” 100 pages, 8} x 103in., price 18/6
(postage 1/-)

“RELIANT” PRINTED ALBUM:

For Southern Africa, loose-leaf, a

space for every stamp without varieties,

together with 1942 Relian catalogue:
Price 18/6 (postage 1/-).

A. LICHTENSTEIN
P.0. Box 576

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.FS.
o] o

100 NOT OUT.

It was recently reported in the press that
Sir Wm. Mulock, at one time Postmaster-
General of Canada, had celebrated his hun-
dredth birthday. To philatelists he is best
known as the designer of the Yamous map
~-stamp of 1898 which commemorated the in-
troduction of Empire Penny Postage.

i

Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIALS
should get into touch with me AT ONCE

Selections of choice Mint or Used

AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Ete,
on approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue, REFERENCES ESSENTIAL.

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England
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THE SOUTH

“Covers the World”

® 1 ercentenaries—
and other Grand Sets

ANTIGUA TERCENT.
£15 0 0
BAHAMAS TERCENT.
£ 0 0
BARBADOES
Victory £310 0
BECHUANALAND
S.G. 53. broken P
£ 00
Regent No, 89 10 0
BERMUDA
1920-21

BRITISH GUIANA
CEN' £2 0 0
BR. SOMALILAND
1938 £ 0 0

{CAPE WOODBLOCK
used on cover £50 0 0
CAYMANS CENT.
£20 0 0
FALKLANDS CENT.
(except £1) £20 0 0

{GREAT BRITAIN
p.a. £1 £110 0
4S.G. 177a £10 10 0

JUBILEE compl.

£35 0 0

MONTSERRA’I‘£ CENT.

12 10. 0
{NATAL S.G.

£ 10 0

171 ver-
tical pair pmk 17 July,
1911 £25 0 0

fIndicates used, otherwise mint,

Offers subject to being unsold and subject to
& O.E. Postage Extra.

price changes. E.

WE WANT TO BUY~—

OLD AND MODERN
SINGLE RARITIES AND ERRORS,
DUPLICATES & OFFICE MIXTURES.

Cash on Acceptance of Offer.

E. M.

Bankers:
Barclays.

(Globe Postage Stamp Company)

117 LONGMARKET STREET, i
CAPE TOWN. |

NEWF'DLAND 1913

£1 5 0

tNATAL S.G. 5, Full
margins, finely em-
bossed £25 0 0
NIGERIA £1 G.V, used
£ 0 0

ST. XITTS (cent.) to
2/6 £5 10 0

RHODESIA S.G. 12
£10 0 0

SIERRA LEONE cent.
(except £1) £18 10 0
RHODESIA 166a

£6 0 0

S.W.A, ’
$13 hor. pr, £8 0 O
126  block £710 0
+27 vert. pr. £17 10 0
2 “Afrika’”  over

“South West”
block £40 0 0
iSOUTH AFRICA
1925 mint £1
used £1 12 6
cover £2
26.10.18 D.C.
Your Sixpence
Blue Wing
Cross

1925 Air mint £1 15 0
used £ 0 0
cover £ 5 0
1S.G.107 Block £156 0 0

AFRICAN

PHILATELIST.
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COLLECTIONS,

LACY

Telegrams:
Telephone:

Globephil.
2-4657. ||

WANTED
L

La Aguera—S.G.2, 8, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10,

11, 12, 13, 25,
Port Sald—E122 E167, E168, K169,
D10, D11, D13, Di4.

E139a.

Algeria—51, 52,

Angola——-139 140 lo5 189 195 201,
202, 205, 206, 211 212 240 246 (or
2463,), 275 324 326a 334 (or 335),
341, 342.

Abyssmm.—l’YO D53, D54, Db5, D56,
D57, D58, D59, 179 177 196 199,
D60 287, 290, 295, 1931 set of B
offlclals, 310

Azores—9 (or 10), 11, 14 (or 15), 16,
21, 39 (or 62), 63 (or 64 or 65), 84,
90 (or 91 or 94), 130, 198, 235, 236,
237, 243, 244, 245 251, 254, 255, D13,
403, 408b 3823, 452 453, 454 456,
457 458, 459 460, 475 476 477 4’78
479 480, 481, 482, 483, 484, 485, 486,
487 488 528:

Bemn——124567810111213
16, 17, 18, 201, 203, 204 (must be
guaranteed)

British East Africa—20 (or 22 or 23),
26, 40, 44, 46, 99.

‘Dahomey—lo 13 17, 25, 90, 93 86.

Diego Suarez—lOl 102 103, 105 110,
112, 113, 20, 26, 16 (01‘ 18)

Juhalamd—Dl D2, D3, D4, D5, D6, D7,
D8, D9, DlO

Erltrea,-—52 D4, D5, D6, D7, D8, D9,
D1o, Dll 66, 67 68 69 70, 71 72,
73, 74 75 80 81 E4, E5 ES 82,
83, 84, 98, 100 103 104, 105, 106, 107,
92, 93 94 90, 96, ‘)7 101 102 1023
]14 110 108 109 110, 111 112 113,
117 118 119 120 121 122 123 124
125, 126 127, 128 129 130a, 131,
132, 133, 135, 137, 138, 139, 140, 141,
142, 143, 144, 145, 146, 147, 152, 153,
155, 156, 157, 158, 159, 166, 167, 168,
170, 171, 172, 173, 174, D14, 175, 176,
177, 178, 179, 180, 181, 182, 183, 184,
185, 186, 187, 188, 189, 190, 191, 194,

198.
o

One copy of each of above required.
Mint for preference.

High prices for perfect copies.

Want list of.other countries on
application,

E. HUNT
Box 2437, JOHANNESBURG
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SOCIETY NEWS

CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, K. Alexander; Hon. Secretary, S. Kag-
anson, 16 Military Road, Tamboer’s Xloof, Cape
Town ; Meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Thurs-
days of the month at Medical House, 35 Wale Street,
Cape Town, at 7.30 p.m.’

24th February, 1944.--K. Alexander in the chair.
- There was a “full house” at this evening’s meeting.
The special attraction being Mr. Simenhoff’s display
of stamps depicting “Education” in its various
phases, stamps from all parts of the world were to
be seen showing architecture. aviation, commercial,
botanical, engineering, literature, mythology, portrait-
ure, zoological, native life types, ete., etc. Needless to
say the writing-up was a feature of the work, Mr.,
Simenhoff being famous for his artistry in this re-
spect.

Mr. Simenhoff gave a vely interesting and illumi-
nating address regarding the exhibit. Mr. E. C. Solo-
mon in eulogistic terms econgratulated the exhibitor
on his marvellods display. During the evening sev-
eral lots of stamps were donated for the ‘Liberty
Cavalcade” fund and auctioned, realising good prices.

o+ W.A.

EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, Mr C. Hampson; Hon. Secretary, Mr.
S. F. Fowler, P.O. Box 168. Meetings, Colosseum
Building, 2nd Fridays, 7.45 p.m.

Mr. Hampson was in the chair and welcomed the
visitors, among whom were a number in uniform ;
one new member was elected. After the usual busi-
ness Mr. Storey displayed mint British Africans.
The display was particularly strong in Transvaal
and the three Rhodesias. Every stamp was mint and
mounted on Blue Flint paper which showed them off
to pertection. After tea break, our worthy secre-
tary showed U.S.A. which were also very well re-
ceived. Visitors always welcome. c.G

+

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, A. B. Basden; Hon. Secretary, H. A,
Wager, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mon-
days, 8 p.m., Technical College.

7th February.—Mr. Basden in the chair. This was
the annual general meeting and all the officials pre-
sented very encouraging reports on the various ac-
tivities of the Society. This was especially the case
with the exchange department. Mr. A. E. Basden
was unanimously re-elected president with Mr. F. C.
Ferguson as vice-presidents The other officials re-
mained the same., Dr. Broom, in proposing a vote
of thanks to the chairman and officials, pointed out
what a pleasure it was to see a Society so efficiently
run.

The Fournier collection of Forgeries was tabled
after Mr. Hawke, Mr. Basden and Mr. Oppenheim
had outlined their history.

21st February.—Mr. Ferguson in the chair. Mr.
Hawke read an article on the stamps of Gibraltar.

Mr. Hawke read a paper on Slogans. He first
pointed out that slogans, together with the name
of the town, were really postal canétellations and
as such could be looked upon as one of the side-
lines of philately. Slogans were really advertise-
ments, in the form of propaganda, for Government
departments, such as telephones, railways, state loans,
etc. Mr. Hawke gave some very pithy slogans from
different countries. He then tabled an interesting
display of slogans cut from envelopes, very attruc-
tively mounted and written up.

Prof. Wager gave an exhibil of Denmark and
Luxemburg.

March 6.-—Mr. Basden in the chair. Mr. Hawke
read an article on the issue of stamps in St. Lucia.

Mr. Basden gave a talk on the stamps of Griqua-
land West. He outlined the history of the country
and its development after the discovery of diamonds.
He described the events leading up to its incor-

poration as a part of Cape Colony. Special stamps -

came into use but they were all Cape stamps over-
printed in black or red with a G, of which there
were many varieties. Much later these overprinted
stamps eame to be used in other parts of the Union,
so that typical Grigualand West cancellations are of
great value. To illustrate his talk, Mr. Basden tabled
his fine and extensive collection of Griqualand West
stamps.
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Marcéh 20.—Mr.” Basden in the chair. This was
a competitions evening. Three competitions were ar-
ranged, two of them a series of questions on phila-
telic knowledge prepared by Mr. Wright and a sheet
of various stamps suitably arranged as a spotting
test prepared by Prof.. Wager. 'The results were
judged on the aggregate marks, and Drizes were
awarded to Mr. Oppenheim, Mr. Hawke and Dr.
Broom in order of merit.

H.A.W.

+
PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, G. K. Forbes; Hon. See., C. W. Shef-
field, P.0O. Box 88; Meetings, Room 5, City Hall, 1st
and 3rd Tuesdays.

On 1st February an auction was held which was
a great success. Thirty-six members and two visitors
attended. Ninety-two packets were handed in and
nearly all were sold. Bidding was brisk and the
auctioneer was Mr. G. K. Forbes, assisted by Mr.
Nicholson and Mr. Slatem.

The second meeting was on 15th February and
the attendance had fallen as only 22 members and
one visitor attended. One new member was admitted.

The evening’s display was to have been the collec-
tion of Mr. Harmer, but unfortunately he was ill
and unable to be present.

Mr. G. K. Forbes and Mr. Braybrooke jointly dis-
played some pages, Mr. Forbes put down 80 pages
as he humorously called them, bits and pieces, and
Mr. Braybrooke 37 pages of Free State and Rho-
desia,

The club received a letter with Christmas greet-
ings from Mr. Borthwick of Australia, and the
letter had taken three months to get here.

On 21st March, the main meeting of next month
will be called the “Borthwick” night, and each mem-
ber must display two sheets of Australia, as a tri-
bute to Mr. Borthwick, as he had kindly sent a
donation for a social evening in reeognition of the
many kindnesses the President and members have
shown him. LE.C

E.C.
+

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG.

President, F. J. H. Lang; Hon. Secretary, L.
Buchen, Box 4967, Johanneshurg; Meetings, 2nd
Tuesdays, Public Library, Johannesburg, 8 p.m.

The large number of members and visitors who
attended the meeting held on March 14 were treated
to another superb exhibit by Mr. G. Carleton Jones,
who tabled further pages from his great collection
of British North America. The items shown were
mostly proofs, essays, ship letters, ‘“specimens” and
other essentials to a specialised collection, Only the
early and middle issues were dealt with and, in ad-
dition to the items just 1hentioned, Mr. Carleton
Jones exhibited a. number of pages of rarities in fine
condition of mnormal stamps, including the twelve
pence black, the rarest Canadian. Although most of
the items shown were of Canada, there was also a
fine display of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, etec.

In proposing a vote of thanks to Mr, Carleton

Jones, Mr, Robertson stressed the fact that the
value of such a collection lay less in its great finan-
cial value than in its philatelic interest. Too often
those who are looking at rare stamps in fine con-
dition are concerned mainly with the cash value of
the exhibit, but it is mueh more important to take
note of their beauty and fine econdition, and to
realise the important place in specialised collections
lield by proofs, essays, early ecovers and similar
material.
* Another point mentioned by Mr. Robertson was
that of mounting. One often sees fine collections that
are mounted in a manner that does not do them
justice. Fine stamps deserve fine homes and the
best treatment and the magnificent mounting and
writing-up of Mr. Carleton Jones’ collections are
in keeping with the superb quality of his stamps.

Mr. Carleton Jones replied in his . usual modest
way, after which the usual auetion in aid of war
funds terminated a very successful meeting.

Middle East “Combination Covers.”

Mr. A. H. Sydow adds the use of South
African and New Zealand stamps together,
to the list given in our January issue.
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low fortunate you are

IN how many other countries, today, can
thousands of civilians still travel for pleasure

or on private business?

This is the fifth year of a war that has
disrupted the life of millions almost beyond con-
ception—but you can still sleep in peace in your
normally full compartment, still have meals
served to you on the journey, still arrive punc-

tually and safely at your destination.

You can’t all travel whencvar you wish because
accommodation is necessarily limited, and comfort
and service occasionally fall short of pre-war
standards, but—how fortunate you are to be able

to travel at all!

DO NOT TRAVEL UNLESS YOU MUST

South African Railways

Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News Agency,
@ Ltd., Johannesburg: Printed by Magazine Press (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, Johannesburg
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Proprietors and Publishers :
THE PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA

Price 6d. REGISTERED AT THE G.P.O. AS A NEWSPAPER. Price 6d.

Vol 20. No. 5. MAY, 1944. Whole No. 230.

By LOWE
* THE REGENT CATALOGUE (ADHESIVE).

VOLUME I includes all issues up to 1930 Price 5/6 plus 6d postage.
.

VOLUME II is published every March and September, includes all issues to date and an addend':i to
1 i / age.
Voiume 1. Price 1/ 8 pluszd. postag

and Scott’s catalogue numbers are cross-referenced with Regent numbers for those collectors whose
collections are based on these catalogues.

Volume I plus the current edition of Volume II will bring
you right up to date with ‘the British Empire Market.

* THE HANDSTRUCK CATALOGUE (1661-1900).

This is the only catalogue of Handstruck Postage 'Stamps of the British Empire, and lists every known
recorded marking with prices. All Provisional Handstruck Stamps issued prior to 1900 are hst‘ed, and
those in use in Great Britain from. 1840 to 1853 are catalogued in detail. The historical data included
is invaluable to the collector—as is the catalogue itself. Price 10/6 plus 6d' postage,

which includes the December 1942 Supplement, The latter can be cbtained separately.

Price 1/6 plus Zd. postage.
* THE GT. BRITAIN SPECIALISED CATALOGUE (1661-1943).

This incorporates the Great Britain sections from the two catalogues mentioned above with a lot of
additional specialised data, such as details of the plating of the line-engraved issues, illustra’cmgs' of
essays and proofs, sizes of sheets, cancellations, and a catalogue of postal stationery. The new edition,
pubbshed in March, 1943, includes a catalogue of the Circular Delivery, College, Railway, Telegraph
and Postal Revenue Stamps as well as the re-writing of several sections,

The price of the new edition is 10/6 plus 6d. postage.

All enquiries to

| ROBSON LOWE LTD.

50, PALL MALL, LONDON, SW.l

Throughout both volumes the prices listed are as near as possible market prices; in addition Gibbons’
Abbey 4034.

PUBLICATIONS
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Confident

when
Buying and Selling

This very grateful tribute to the quality of the
service provided by Harmer’s Bond Street Stamp Auctions
is but one of the many hundreds of compliments that we
receive each season.

The success of Harmer’s Bond Street Stamp Auctions
is the fruit of more than 50 years” consistent effort to
provide a perfect service and complete satisfaction for
Vendor and for Buyer.

Every feature of every sale at Harmer’s of Bond
Street is handled by experts—men whose wide experience
enables them to reveal those little extra points of a stamp
that enable the distant Buyer to bid confidently and in
complete security, and ensure for the Vendor a fair price
for his stamps.

That is why almost all the great collections are placed
with Harmer’s of Bond Street for dispersal—why more than
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond
Street Stamp Auctions—why Harmer’s have a larger turn-
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer.

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues.
Our brochure “Selling Stamps at Auction” also is free to
prospective Vendors.

H. R. HARMER

The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer
ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS.

131-137, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1,
ENGLAND.

Cables: “HARMER’S BOND STREET LONDON.”
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UNION NOTES

LIBERTY CAVALCADE, CAPETOWN,

This great fair, held from 25th March to lst
April, to raise money for the Governor-General’s
‘War Fund, has been prolific in commemorative
postmarks.

The regular post office provides two, one in
English, one in Afrikaans. These are 24 m.m.
single-circle marks with * Liberty Cavalcade  and
“Vryheids Kavalkade ” respectively and the
date in two lines in the centre.

The Defence Force, which put up a trufy
magnificent display, representative of all sections
of its work, had its own P.O. with the postmark
No. 50 of the standard A.P.O.—U—M.P.K. type.

The Railways and Harbours section had a
special P.O.at their convenient rest and writingroom
in the section dealing with the Game Reserves.
This office had a double circle postmark with the
appropriate wording * Sanctuary >’ above, and
““ Toevlugsoord >* below, the date being in one
line across the centre.

The Cape Town Philatelic Society staged
oxhibits of stamps, changed daily, which attracted
a lot of attention. The conditions under which they
exhibited were not very satisfactory as regards
protection from rain, dust, etc., and they are to be
congratulated on their public spiritedness in
carrying on despite these drawbacks. The Society
had special miniature sheets on sale—these will be
deseribed next month.

PRINTING FLAW ON THE 10/-

Flaws on the high values are not often recorded,
even of the fly-mark type, but Mr. A. E. J. Currell,
of St.Matthews, has submitted a pair of the current
10/-, of which the Afrikaans stamp shows a white
spot or break at the top of the “ R’ of Afrika.
ALL RED 1p. COIL VARIETIES AND FLAWS,

Mr. U. Milunsky, of Johannesburg, has sub-
mitted three strips showing well-marked differences
in depth of shade which appear to be purely the
result of variations in the intensity of inking
of the cylinder. In the lightest shade the sun and
its rays are practically indistinguishable, merging
into a general white background.

One stamp in the ‘ medium shade” strip
shows a rather striking printing flaw, in the shape
of a white area almost } in. in diameter over the
centre of the right-hand part of the frame, between
the medallion and the edge of the stamp.

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

Mr. A. Lichtenstein carries knowledge of this
flaw further by showing that it is a recurring one,
on every twenty-third stamp in the coil. On a
strip of twenty-five it will be found, say, on stamp
number one, then again on stamp number twenty-
three. At the same time, on such a strip, there is
to be found a similar, but smaller white spot flaw
near the left bottom corner of stamps numbers
three and twenty-five of the strip. From this
recurrence it may be inferred that the printing
cylinder for these stamps has twenty-two vertical
components,

ACTIVE SERVICE LETTER CARDS.

The cards with upper corners bevelled are now
on sale with stamps in English. Unlike this type
with Afrikaans stamps, these havenoserial number,

3d. BANTAM.

Several correspondents report finding this
denomination with the shading lacking in the top
right-hand corner. It may be present over a sheet-
wide strip, but it is noticeably more marked in
the English stamps than in the Afrikaans.

CENSOR’S MARK.

We have been pretty familiar with the Union
Coat of Arms, followed by a letter, tying Censor’s
seals on opened letters. A form of this mark, only
just brought to notice although used in December,
1942, is a circular rubberstarmp,the circle enclosing
the Union Arms, which have the word ¢ Released >’
and an “A” underneath. This is applied to a
cover which has been passed without opening.

S.W.A. VARIETIES.

Mr. A Lichtenstein records the following :

(a) Large war effort deep blue-green 4d. and
the 1d. with overprints near the top of the
stamp instead of in the centre.

(b) One shilling Bantamwith large S.W.A. Apair
(place on sheet unknown, as any sheet
seen has not got this item) in which the
overprints are considerably out of vertical
alignment with each other. In one the
overprint is almost exactly centred, in the
other the A of S.W.A. almost touches
the edge of the stamp.

Active service letter cards with S.W.A. over-
prints have appeared with a new type of lettering.
The letters of the overprint are about 4} m.m.
high on the English stamps, and 5 m.m. on the
Afrikaans stamps. The cards themselves are of the
bevelled type and serial numbers are not present
on either language variety. .
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. Mr. W. G. Nodder has a short article in the
Fpbruary 11th number of the Philatelic Magazine
on varieties of the “Small Falls” issue. The
main variety, described and illustrated, is in the
basal portion of the right-hand border design.
The writer is unable to decide, from lack of suffi-
Lnﬁnt material, whether the different appearances
found are due to faulty printing or to plate wear.
Fnur definite shade varieties of the 2d. and two of
the 3d. are given.

. Attention has been drawn locally, and it is also
noted in recent British. stamp magazines, to the
fact that the recently issued 2d. Matabeleland
commomorative, having been printed in Pretoria,
shows the same’ narrower 9th vertical column
(overall measurement from perf. to perf.) as does
‘Union stamps of the same format. Mr. R. Roberts
in the Philatelic Magazine writes fairly fully upon
this curious adjustment of the comb perforator
and, incidentally, notes, as does not seem to have
boen done before, that it oceurs also in the Union
‘“ bantam ” series with bisecting roulettes, but not,
of course, on trisected roulettes. Stamp Collecting
notes that there is, in alternate vertical rows, a
wminute ‘“place” dot in the left-hand margin
betweon the vignette and the perforation; also
that there is a constant plate flaw in last stamp of
each sheet taking the form of a short white line
acrogs the saddle-role behind the trooper.

0} k 0]

12 Cayman %d. to 10/- cpl. ... .. 82 dé
* 12 Gilbert and Ellice, 1938, 4d. to 5/-epl. ... 30 0
12 Gtibert and Ellice, 1942, $d. to 5/- epl. .. 18 6
14 Tiji, 44, to 5/- epl. ... ... 2 0
12 Grenada, 3d. to 10/- epl. ... .. 32 6
15 Malta, $d. to 10/- ¢pl. .. 42 0
10 Montserrat, 3d. to 5/- cpl. ... . 16 6
11 Nigeria, 4d. to /- cpl. ... 18 ©
14 Newfoundland, 1c to 48c. cpl. .. 15 6
8 Papua alrmail epl, ... .. 1% 6
8 Pitecairn, $d. to 2/6 epl. ... 8 6
11 8t. Lucia, 1988, 3d. to 10/- epl. ... .. 37 6
11 8t. Lucia, 1042, }d. to 10/-epl. ... .. 82 6
% 11 Seyun (Aden) {a to 5 Rs. cpl. .. 22 6
11 Skihr and Mukalla, ¢a to 5 Rs. cpl. .. 22 6
11 Solomons, #d. to 5/- cpl. ... .. 21 0
: 12 Somaliland, $a to 5 Rs. epl. .. 82 6
S 10 VirginIs., 3d. to /- epl. ... .. 16 6
H Nett, C.W.0. Post Free.
= . !
A. LICHTENSTEIN
P.0.Box 576
BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S.
@, Ba

MAFEKING BESIEGED.

The Stamp Lover of January-February, has
an mtorestmg fairly long article on these stamps,
thé “various circumstances about their issue and
containing extracts from various sources anent
their status, value, etc., with notes on forgeries.
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WANTED
@

FORMOSA—AI 1888 and 1895 issues.

HONGKONG—S.¢. 18-31-96, Fi, F2
(or ¥5) F3 (or F6).

JAPAN—S.G. 80, 449, 452, 460, 461.

LABUAN—S.G. 11, 37, 38, 77,78, 80, 96
209, 140, 141, 142.

MONGOLIA—AIl 1925 - 1926 - 1927 - 1931 ‘
IBSUOS

PDUTCH INDIES—S.G. 210a, 211a, 21lc,
211b, 225, 237, 241, 195, 214a, 251, 253,
254, 347a.

NORTH BORNEO—S8.G.2-8-9-54,-65,
85, 108, 140, 143, 182, 183, D5, D7 Ds,
D11, D15, D44, D49.

TRANSJORDANIA—S.G. 10, 14, 16,17, 18,
19, D33, D34, D37.

PERSIA—8.G. 57, 207, 226, 392, 411, 412,
413, 426, 447, 461, 463, 464, 550, 620, 622,
623, 624, 625, 626, 627, 628, 629, 630, 632,
633, 655, 656, 661, 663, 664, 665, 666, 667,
668, 669, 670, 671, 672, 673, 682, 683, 684,
685, 686, 687, T12a, 714, Tl4a, 714b, 721,
7217, 768, 760, 761, 763, 764, 765, 766, 767,
783, 784, 791, 804, 806, 807, 808, 810, 020,
029, ¥1, F5.

INDIAN STATES—Many normal issues re-
quired of all Indian Native States up to
1033 issues.

FRENCH COLOMIES—A few hundred
normal issues to 1933 required.

PORTUGUESE COLONIES—Many space-
fillers required.

iTALIAN COLONIES—Many space-fillers
required.

ROUMANIA—S.G. 444, 446, 447, 555a, 611,
656, 625a, 673, 674, 705, 710, 700, 701, 702,
703, 731, 7321, 785, 760, 763, 765, 766, 767,
768, 737, 769, C84, C85, C86, C87, C88, C89,
D6, 025, 09, 010, D194, D197,

One copy of each of above required.
Mint for preference.

High prices for perfect copies.

Want list of other countries on
application.

E. HUNT
Box 2437, JOHANNESBURG
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THE WOLMARANSSTAD LOCALS

By J. H. HARVEY PIRIE
(Read before the Cape Town and Johannesburg Philatelic Societies.)

TUDY your country’s stamps. This is a slogan
which has frequently appeared in the South
African Philatelist. 1 have felt impelled to follow
it in connection with a number of points raised
by Stephen G. Rich in his Philately of the Anglo-
Boer War, which was reviewed in our November
issue. Two features especially relating to the
Wolmaransstad issue appear to me to need
investigation—their date of appearance, and the
characteristics of the overprint.

For the story of this issue we have hitherto
been dependent on B. W. H. Poole’s little booklet,
The South African Provisional War Stamps, pub-
lished in 1901. Rich states that he also wrote an
article on them in Mekeel’s Weekly of 20th January,
1930, with more personal detail. I have not seen
this article, but according to Rich, Poole was in
South Africa and met the man responsible for the
issue a few months later. Here are the essentials
of Poole’s story.

When the town was occupied by the British,
it was found that all the stamps had been removed
from the post office. It no stamps could be obtained
it would have meant that the newly appointed
Commissioner would have had to frank all letters
with his signature. The manag er of the local
store of Messrs. Thomas Leask & Co. (a Mr. Cloustan,
as given by Rich, but it should be Clouston) came
to the rescue with the stamps he had on hand,
amounting to about £10 worth. These were requisi-
tioned and paid for. .

It was necessary to transform these Z.A.R.
stamps into a British issue and Mr. Clouston again
obliged with loose rubber type used in his office
for marking price tags. Type was set up to put the
word ‘ Cancelled ’ over the name of the Republic
and the letters ““ V-R-I” with dashes and final
period, lower down on the stamps.

According to Rich the stamps were overprinted
two at a time. He apparently takes this assertion
over from Curle and Basden’s “ Transvaal Postage
Stamps,”” where, on p. 148 it states that the over-
print on the 1896 issue was set in pairs, one with
7 m.m. between the lines, the other with 6 m.m.

Continuing with Poole’s story, he states that the
oceupation took place about June, 1900, that the
stamps were available for about a fortnight and
that, at the end of that period a large Boer force
came along and recaptured the town and the
Commissioner and his few men had to retire at
short notice.

THE DATE OF THE ISSUE.

It would be desirable, in any case, to have this
established for the sake of accuracy, but it is now,
perhaps, more desirable than ever, as Rich rather
stars the issue as being ‘‘The First Transvaal
Occupational Stamps.”

Gibbons merely give them as ‘ June, 1900’
with the 1d. commemorative separately as of
“ July, 1900 * ; Poole says ‘“ about June ”; Curle
and Basden give no date.

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

Rich writes: ‘ General Hunter entered the
Transvaal, at Charistiana, on 17th May. . . . This
column reached and took Wolmaransstid, some
seventy miles within the western edge of the
Transvaal, and on the road to Johannesburg,
apparently early in June, 1909.” The exact date of
occupation has not beea located. But it ¢s clear
that the temporary tssue here was the first occupation
series within the Transvaal. (Italics not in the
original. J.H.H.P.)

But is it really so clear ? After consulting two
standard histories of the war I could find no mention
of either the occupation or the evacuation of
Wolmaransstad ; apparently, in retrospect, it was
not considered an event of much importance.
‘What did emerge was that General Hunter’s
column did not appear to go through Wolmarans-

.stad at all. On leaving Christiana they did not

move north-eastwards in the direction of Wol-
maransstad - but northwards to Vryburg (24th
May), leaving, it is true, a small garrison on their
flank in Schweizer Reneke. Their subsequent
moves were Lichtenburg (4th June), Ventersdorp
(7th June) and Potchefstroom (11th June). From
the last mentioned a detachment was sent to
Klerksdorp (14th June) and one was left in Pot-
chefstroom when the main body moved on (16th
June) to the Witwatersrand.

It is conceivable, of course, that a detachment
might have been sent to Wolmaransstad as well as
to Schweizer Reneke in May, in which case the
issue might easily have been the first Transvaal
occupationals. Alternatively, the occupying troops
might have come from Klerksdorp (on or after
14th June). In thiscase it would have been a neck
and neck race for first place between the Wol-
maransstad issue and the general issue of the
Transvaal V.R.I.’s on 18th June.

I have a Wolmaransstad stamp postmarked
19th July, on a cover sent to Warrenton and back-
stamped as arriving there on 24th July. If Poole’s
statement that the stamps were available, only
for about a fortnight were correct, then the date of
issue could scarcely be put further back than the
end of June.

Such military and philatelic evidence as 1
could gather at this stage left me therefore with two
incompatible statements, viz., (1) that the issue was
the first Transvaal occupational one (i.e., issued
before 18th June) and (2) that the issue was avail-
able for only about a fortnight.

Some other line of attack on the problem
seemed indicated and I decided on local enquiry
in Wolmaransstad itself. Here my luck was in,
for I was quickly put in touch with Dr. T. S. Leask,
a medical practitioner in the town, also connected
with the firm of Thomas Leask & Co. Dr. Leask
was in Wolmaransstad throughout the war; the
Officer Commanding the occupying British troops
in June, 1900 billeted in his house, and the Wol-
maransstad stamps were actually prepared there
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in his presence. He has a very good recollection of
the circumstances connected with the issue and it
gseems unlikely that any fuller or more authentic
account of it will ever be obtainable.

When I was first put in communication with
him he sent me & short note ; this was later filled
out by replies to a number of specific questions
put by me and he also sent me a number of stamps
for inspection. It would be confusing to quote all
his letters verbatim, so I have tried to weld them
int» one story, using, as far as practicable, his
actual words. Statements by him are given here-
after between quotation marks.

“ Wolmaransstad was occupied by a small
British column under the command of Lieut.
Huddleston on 15th June, 1900 ; they came across
country from Kroonstad, arriving about daybreak,
just about the time that Klerksdorp was re-
oceupied by the Boers. They left again at 4.45 p.m.
on 26th July.

¢« Tiout. Huddleston was responsible for the
preparation of the issue. I think he anticipated
making a more or less prolonged stay as some_400
rifles had been surrendered to him on his arrival.
Starnps were required for the use of his men and
for any residents whose letters might be passed
by him as censor. There was still a mail coa.,ch
plying between Klerksdorp and Warrenton, passing
through Wolmaransstad en roufe.

s’All stamps had been removed from the post
office by the Boer forces, so when I learned that he
wished to obtain some I gave him all the stock ip
the possession of our firm ; they were not requisi-
tioned or paid for. Being a stamp collector I
realised that the Republican stamps would become
practically worthless under British occupation,
whereas the overprinting done under Lieut. Huddle-
gton’s instructions would make them saleable
items. I was able to purchase a number of them ;
some I kept for my own collection, some I used
on correspondence to Scotland. (I had two daughters
at school there and this was the first opportunity
T had of writing to them since the outbreak of war),
the rest I disposed of later by auection in London.
After the end of the war I heard that Lieut.
Huddleston had sold those he had reserved for
himself to Messrs. Stanley Gibbons. I presume
that he accounted to the army authorities for the
face value of the various stamps sold, but of that I
have, of course, no personal knowledge.

<« The actual overprinting of the Republican
stamps was done by Mr. John L. Clouston, an
employee of my firm, on my dining room table
in the presence of Lieut. Huddleston, a Captain
of the Cape Mounted Police who was in command
at Schweizer Reneke and who had ridden over
on the afternoon of the 15th June, and myself.
The job was started and finished on the evening
of that day.

““The magistrate’s office had been taken over
as the occupying column’s headquarters and part
of it was used as the army post office.”

From this part of Dr. Leask’s story it may be
assumed, I think, that the Wolmaransstad issue
went on open sale on 16th June, and that the
stamps would have remained available until at
least 25th July—that is, a period of forty days.

Rich’s claim that they are the first of the
Transvaal occupational stamps is correct, by the
narrow margin of two days, although the grounds
on which he based that claim (occupation of
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Wolmaransstad by General Hunter) were incorrect.
The claim is only correct, of course, if 18th June
beo accepted as the date of issue of the general
Transvaal V.R.I.’s. Poole gives the date as 12th
and 13th June, but the evidence in favour of 18th
June seems to be much stronger (see Curle and
Basden, p. 60, and Rich, p. 88).

Having settled the date of issue there were
other features connected with the stamps on
which I sought information, and Dr. Leask was
able to throw considerable light on most of them.

NUMBERS AND DENOMINATIONS
OVERPRINTED.

“The denominations overprinted were the
eight lower values (4d. to 1/- both inclusive) of the
Republican issue of 1896-97 (S.G. Nos. 216-223)
and the 1d. commemorative of 1895 (S.G. No. 225).
There were none of the 2/6 and 10/~ stamps as
originally stated by Poole, and there were actually
very few only of the 1/~; I have no example of
that in my own collection. There were also & very
few other odds and ends done (not mentioned in
Gibbons’ catalogue or anywhere else, so far as I
know), viz., some 3d. and 1d. postcards, some
registered envelopes and some of the Halve Penny
on 1/-green (S.G. No. 213).

“As regards the number of each denomination
overprinted I have, unfortunately, no record and
cannot give definite information. It would have
been available if the firm’s books had been in
existence but they were either looted or destroyed
later in the war by the combatants, along with
most of my personal effects. furniture, and part of
the building of my home. I may say, however,
that I think the total face value of the stamps
overprinted was less than £10. My firm was
recognised by the Z.A.R. postal authorities as a
postal agency, that is, we were authorised to sell
postage stamps and received a small commission
on sales. As in the ordinary course, mails came
regularly twice a week from Pretoria, it was not
necessary to keep any big stock as we could re-
plenish at short notice. It was our custom to
purchase £5 worth at a time from Pretoria and it
was unlikely, therefore, that we would have had
much more than that in hand.”

Having in my possession a 1d. on 24d. bright
mauve (S.G. No. 214 with what purports to be the
Wolmaransstad overprint and which was stated
when I acquired it *“ to have come from a reliable
source ” I sent this to Dr. Leask for an opinion.
I may say that the Royal Philatelic Society’s
expert committee had already declined to give a
verdict on it, but I still had hopes. Dr. Leask’s
reply was that he had no recollection of any of
those being done. So my hopes were dashed. I
can only add that the overprint is an exceedingly
good imitation of the genuine article, indeed, I
doubt if anyone could turn it down on the character
of the overprint alone.

THE OVERPRINTING.

‘““ The actual overprinting, as already stated,
was all done by Mr. Clouston with loose rubber
type obtained from my firm’s office. The inks
used were from what remsained of our stocks. With
the exception of a few of the 24d. stamps done in
red and a few of the 2d. stamps done in black, it
was all done with blue ink. This ink seems to have
been slightly transparent and it was applied in
varying density, depending on its renewal on the
type from the ink pad from time to time during the
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course of the operations. The result was that the
shade of blue varies, partly on account of the colour
of the backgrounds shining through, partly on
account of the varying amount of blue ink from
stamp to stamp.

“JI do not remember now, if I ever knew,
why a different type was used for the * Cancelled ”
on the 1d. commemorative stamp. The type was
available and it may just have been that Lieut.
Huddleston thought it more suitable on the larger
stamp.”

Reference iz made earlier to the statement
that the set-up of the tvpe was such that two
stamps were done at a time, with a difference in
the distance between the two lines of the over-
print—6 m.m. in the one, and 7 m.m. in the other,

Doubt arose in my mind as to the correctness
of this statement after measuring the overprints
in my own small collection and the doubt was
accentuated after seeing the stamps sent me by
Dr. Leagk for inspection. What I found was that
scarcely any two stamps had the two lines of the
overprint exactly the same distance apart, the
distances being anything between the extremes of
34 m.m. and 8} m.m. In Dr. Leask’s lot there
were two pairs ; in each component the distance
differed, but in neither case were they 6 m.m.
and 7 m.m. redpectively.

Further, T found that the two lines varied in
their relationship to each other in the other plane ;
the “ V> of the V-R.I might be directly under the
“C” of Cancelled, but it was just as likely to be to
the left of the *‘ C,” under the ‘“a” or even a
little more to the right.

This great variability in the relative position
of the two lines sesmed to me only explicable on the
assumption that they had been applied separately.
The only thing that appeared to be against this
view was the fact that the two lines were usually
quite parallel—this hardly seemed compatible
with a two-stage operation. Closer examination
showed, however, that they were not always
absolutely parallel, they were sometimes slightly
off the true.

The accompanying illustrations show (a) the
hitherto unrecorded adhesive, S.G. No. 213 with
the Wolmaransstad overprint (b) several stamps
showing the variability in the distance apart of the
two lines of overprint.

I put these findings to Dr. Leask and asked if
he could account for them by describing how the
overprinting was actually done. His reply was
terse but satisfying.

“The overprinting was done one stamp at a
time. The ‘ Cancelled ’ and the ‘ V-R-1.” were on
separate holders and the overprinting was done by
hand on each stamp in two separate operations.
This explains the varying distances apart and the
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right or left shifts. That the two lines were always
parallel or very nearly so can be attributed to the
fact that Mr. Clouston was a very neat-handed
person in all his work and had a very straight eye.
To the best of my recollection he used no ruler or
guide of any kind when doing the overprinting.”

I might just add that in the case of one of Dr.
Leask’s stamps—on an envelope but not used
postally—the overprinting must have been done
after the stamp was affixed because the ‘d’ of
‘Cancelled’ is on the envelope, not on the stamp
itself.

I put it to Dr. Leask: Had he arranged for
this for himself on the evening of the overprinting ?
His reply was definitely NO, that he had not
acquired any stamps for himself until 21st June,
other than those he had used on the 16th to post
letters to his daughters.

I wigh to express my indebtedness to Dr. Leask
for all the information he has given me and for
allowing me to publish it. By doing so he has added
very substantially to our knowledge of the Wol-
maransstad issue. -

GREAT BRITAIN.

The British Philatelist records the finding of
the current §d. in imperforate condition, the first
imperforate variety of K.G. VI stamps of Great
Britain. It came from a 5/- booklet.

The Philatelic Magazine illustrates the 2id.
tete-béche ; this also came from a booklet.

Airmail services are being greatly restricted
“ for operational reasons ’; the Western European
and Mediterranean areus, also services to prisoners-
of-war and interness being most affected.
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COLLECTING SOUTH AFRICAN
STAMPS.

So many South African collectors are turn-
ing to the stamps of their own country these
days that I feel it would not be out of place
to set out a few of my experienceg in trying
to get together a comprehensive collection of
what is normally looked upon as an “easy”
country.

To the casual observer flicking through the
pages of Gibbons’ catalogue, South Africa
would appear to be an ideal choice for a new-
comer. . Completion is possible and, with one
or two exceptions, easily attainable. There is
the proper admixture of portrait and pictorial,
and the dispensation of bilingualism that calls
for collecting in pairs should not be a serious
deterrent where commemoratives are always
of low values and general issues are of long
standing. Our system of rotogravure printing
may not be conducive to the production of
“things of beauty” but in a world gone mad
about pretty-pretties (to borrow Mr. Stanley
Phillips’ phrase) they have the advantage of
being different.

To those, however, . who like myself feel
sooner or later that our country offers a
wider scope than the catalogues would show,
and branch out into the world of printing and
plate varieties and the wealth of shades that
are offered, there is soon presented a serious
snag! Where do we draw the line? Do we
wander off endlessly via Mr. Simenhoff or
the Natal Society catalogues and have for-
ever those irritating blanks which show no
sign of being filled or do we go back to our
original compact and complacent little collec-
tion framed a la Gibbons? The decision is a
serioug one.

Personally I have compromised with a col-
lection to date of two and a half volumes
mint, arranged in catalogue order with each
stamp occupying one page in singles, pairs
and blocks with the stress on shades and
major varieties. On those pages completed and
neatly written up the effect is singularly at-
tractive, and there is no doubt that even our
most determined specialists are unaware of
the extent to which shades alter in different
printings. But it is the uncompleted pages
that worry me—not that I am impatient for
any varieties, because their blanks can be
filled with other shades in the meantime—but
it is irritating to find yourself without speci-
mens, which, if the catalogues are any guide,
should be fairly common.

Where are our Union high values mint?
Why is a stamp like SG 21 quoted at 9s. when
it, ig about 50 times less common than SG 29
at 27s. 6d.? What has happened to mint
singles (let alone blocks) of 22—24a? I have
ransacked hundreds of dealers’ stockbooks but
cannot get more than two pairs and one block
(and even these are poor specimens) of SG
32 printed in Pretoria. 30b and 3la I have
never ‘seen despite their absurd catalogue
prices of 9d. and 1s. per single specimen each.
37 and 38 are well known as being very, very
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scarce, but what about 392 I am still battling
to complete pages of 46 and 48 which are most
elusive but what has happened to 6la. in its
original paler shade?

Officials, despite their enhanced prices, are
much more freely offered but I cannot obtain
any of the early roto 2s. 6d. printings. Post-
age Dues, too, are easily obtainable except
that mint well-centred blocks of D6 and D7
are just never seen.

I should like to hear of other collectors’ ex-
periences. Let us hope that my own are purely
unfortunate and that we do not have to wait
for the end of the war in order to try to buy
Union stamps in England. Though of course
it might pay us to do this if catalogue prices
remain what they are.

PATRICK RIORDAN.
P.O. Box 15, ‘

‘Nababeep,

Namaqualand, C.P.

ANTARCTIC STAMPS.

The Robertson Stamp Co. informs us that the
current Falkland Island stamps, 4d. to 1/- inclusive,
are to be overprinted for use in no fewer than four
of its dependencies or places claimed as such, viz.,
South Georgia, South Orkneys, South Shetlands
and Grahams’ Land. This is sad news. In the case
of South Georgia there may be justification for the
island having a distinctive issue, but in the case of
the others we can only see two possible motives.

(1) Exploitation of stamp collectors for
revenue-raising purposes. These territories can
only be reached during the short summer season
and (except in the case of the South Orkneys) the
only users could be the crews of whalers. Are there
any whalers going there at present ?

(2) The other possible reason is that the
stamps are being issued as a counterblast to
Argentina’s claim to the South Orkneys (additional
to her permanent claim to the Falklanc's themselves)
and recent employment of Argentine stamps
and postmarks there. The Argentine, it may be
remembered has had a meteorological station in
continuous operation in the South Orkneys since
1904. One of the staff of the first year’s crew
was officially apoointed Postmaster, with a supply
of stamps, canceller, etc. (seo S.4. Philatelist,Vol X1,
1935, p. 54). Since then, postal services seem to
have been in abeyance till 1942. There is no real
need for them as, except for the relieving ship
coming yearly, there is no contact with the outside
world other than by wireless. In February, 1942,
however, envelapes came back from the South
Orkneys with the . inscription * Inauguracion de
Oficinn,  Postal Islas Orcadas del Sud” and
bearing an Argentine stamap with the cancellation
“Jslas Orcadas del Sud/Argentina.”

This looks like the Argentine staking a claim
to possession of the South Orkneys (and forty
years of occupation seems to give some justification)
and the action of the Colonial Office in sanctioning
those overprints on Falkland Island stamps may
be a declaration of war by postal propaganda.
But surely in this year of grace, some better method
might be found of settling international disputes,
or, does the Atlantic Charter not extend down
into the Antarctic. o
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(Concluded from page 60)

Mr. Clay brought up the matter of the formation of a
junior section, but it was decided to hold this over for further
discussion.

The displays next month will be in the capable hands of
Messrs. Courlander and Ritter.

Having disposed of the business, the chairman called on
Mr. Arenson, who displayed a wonderful lot of triangular
Capes. Among a large number of outstanding items, the
following were particularly noticeable : Woodblocks., = 4d.
pale blue on original, 1d. vermilion mint, all the catalogued
shades of both values used and the 4d. with right corner
retouched. There was a full array of both the Perkins Bacon
and De la Rue issues, mint and used, including strips of
eight of 8.G.1 and 7 used, and mint blocks of eight of 5.G.18
and 21, also a pair of S.G.8. Then followed the unofficial
roulettes, these being shown both on and off cover, and a
number of the very rare bisects used in combination with
other stamps or alone.

After the tea interval, Mr. Watson, the new President,
tabled a small portion of his well-known Gold Medal collection
of Great Britain. Included were many proofs and essays of the
Queen Victoria and King Edward VII reigns, together with
““gpecimen > stamps in complete sets. Also worthy of par-
ticular note were several copies, mint and used, of the £5
Queen Victoria, complete mint panes of the Queen Victoria
Jubilee issue, a tete-beche pair of the 13d. X.G.V. the ‘' Pencf”
varieties of the same stamp and a strip of five of the £1 Postal
Congress, used.

Both displays were exceptionally fine, the condition of
practically every specimen being superb. In every way, a
philatelic feast. A

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY.
President—MR. FERGUSON.
Homn. Secretary—H. A. WAGER, Box 514, Pretoria.
Meetings—Technical College, 1st and 3rd Mondays, at 8 p.m.

3rd April. . Mr. Basden in the chair. Mr. Hawke read a
humerous article on perforations.

The announcement of Mr. Basden’s retirement and
consequent removal from Pretoria was received with great
regret.

& Mr. Konya gave a very instructive talk on methods of
printing stamps. He described in detail the different processes
and pointed out how important it was to be able to distinguish
types. He described how master-dies were made, and showed
some which he himself had made, illustrating a stamp of his
own design. By means of a small press he ran off two printings
by two different methods. Mr. Konya presented the design
and the dies to the Society, and the chairman said how greatly
that was appreciated. Mr. Konya was thanked for the
immense amount of trouble he must have taken in preparing
the demonstration.

17th April. Mr. Basden in the chajr.

Dr. Broom paid a tribute to the excellent work done by
Mr. Basden as chairman of the Society for so many years and
pointed out what a great loss his retirement was to the Society.
He himself had received great inspiration from his efforts
and he was sure other members had also. Mr. erguson was
elected President and Mr. Hawke Vice-President.

Allan Cup Competition. Three entries were received.
Mr. Wright showed a nice clean collection of Seychelles,
Mr.Weil showed a collection embracing most of the countries
of 8.A., and Colonel Horne showed an extensive and beauti-
fully mounted collection of Egypt. The chairman commented
on the excellence of all the exhibits, but the judges considered
the exhibit of Colonel Horne a most outstanding one, and the
cup was awarded to him. After receiving the cup, Colonel
Horne made a suitable reply.
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ANOTHER WARNING.

Stamps announces that at least forty dealers
in the U.S.A. are rushing to Europe whenever
peace is declared to buy up everything they can in
the way of war issues. One has announced that he
has 200,000 dollars to spend and expects to convert
itinto a million within six months. The warning
goes on ‘‘suckers will doubtless grab everything
that even faintly resembles a stamp, paying any-
thing to get it. When four-fifths of the stuff has
been denied catalogue listing and prices on the one-
fifth that does make the grade come tumbling
down to one-tenth, one-twentieth and even one-
fiftieth of what they were, impatient collectors
will only have themselves to blame for their losses—
the importers will long since have unloaded.”

EFFICIENT,

EXPEDITIOUS

ATR MAIL COLLECTING.

In the December number of the Aero Field,
our former air mail columnist, Lieut. Godfrey,
raises the question of how air mails should be
collected. He himself favours by countries, with
the proviso that a first flight should only be con-
sidered where it is definitely over a new route, or
new portion of an established route.

The Air Mail Brains Trust, as might be
imagined, vary considerably in their replies. Mr.
T. ¥. Field puts in a plea for the historical angle
and collecting by routes or services rather than by
countries.  Colonel Crouch strongly deprecates
any attempt at ‘complete coverage,” i.e., all
possible permutations and combinations as regards
points of despatch and destination. Miss Penn-
Gaskell says that in general collecting (by far the
most interesting, in her. view) one cover of each
historical flight is enough'; only specialists in a
particular country or particular servico should
dream of taking in all the points touched in that

HAW. country or in that flight.
8 : B
Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIALS
should get into touch with me AT ONCE
Selections of choice Mint or Used
AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Ete.,
on approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue, REFERENCES ESSENTIAL.
J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England
@ ¢
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Two Dies of the Ship Vignette of the Electro-
typed 1d.Stamps of the Union of South Africa

By A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A., CA. (S.A.).

THE penny denominated stamps, each of which
pictured Van Riebeek’s ship entering Table
Bay and the sun setting behind Devil’s Peak and
Table Mountain were issued initially on the lst
January, 1926, These stamps were surface printed
by Waterlow & Sons, Limited, from en epargne
electrotyped plates made by the Royal Mint in
London. The stamps were bicoloured and were
printed from separate vignette and frame plates
which were made by the electrolytic process via
lead blocks or moulds derived from en epargne
ateel master vignette and frame dies engraved at
the Royal Mint.

From the two enlarged illustrations of the
vignette it would appear that two vignette dies
were utilised for making at least two vignette plates.
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(1) From Fig. 1 it will be observed that the
sky immediately above the sun is depicted by a
series of short thick and thin bars and large and
small dots all in black, whilst the rays of the sun
are represented by the interstices in white between
the said bars and dots. The remainder of the sky
higher up to the right of the ship is depicted by a
series of horizontal elongated lines and sequent
ghort lines which do not extend to the edge of the
oval in well.centred copies. The sky to the left
of the ship similarly is depicted by a series of
horizontal elongated lines which extend to the
edge of the oval but in attenuated form near the
said edge. Immediately above the main mast the
sky is represented by & series of shortlines. For the
present, Fig. 1 is designated Die A.

(2) From Fig. 2 it will be remarked that the
sky immediately above the sun is depicted by hori-
zontal lines, portionally thinned and thickened,
with very minute interstices in white between some
of these lines, representing the rays of the sun. The
romainder of the sky to the right and to the left
of the ship is depicted by a series of horizontal
elongated lines which extend to the right and to the
loft edges of the oval in well-centred copies. No
short lines or attenuated portions of elongated lines
appear near the respective edges of the oval except
north-east of the pennant in cortain instances. For
the present Fig. 2 is designated Dio B.

Nomajor differences will be discerned, however,
as far as the ships themselves are concerned. It would
appear that an entirely new vignette die was not
engraved, but that Die B was obtained from Die A,
the original master vignette die, as follows :—

(1) Original Magter Die A.—Hardened flat
stoel die—lines and dots of design in
relief and negative—taken up by

(2) Softened cylindrical steel transfer roller—
lines and dots of design hereon in recess
and positive—additional lines engraved
hereon in recess, e.g., connecting elon-
gated and short lines by recess cutting
interstices previously between them—
hardened and transferred to

(3) Subsidiary Master Die B—previous Die
A plus additionally engraved lines of
design in relief and negative.

Examination of a large quantity of used
copies of the Waterlow printings revealed that
stamps derived from Die A were used during the
period January-July, 1926, whilst stamps derived
from Die B were used between August and
December, 1926.

_Eventually the printing plates were forwarded
to Pretoria and the Government Printer under-
took the printing of these stamps until the advent
of the rotogravure issues in 1930. The said Pretoria
printed stamps were issued firstly on the lst Jan-
uary, 1927. ~The vignette plates utilised by the
Government Printer showed distinguishing nicks
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on the jubiles lines below stamp No. 240, viz,,
Plate 1, nil; Plate 2, two nicks; Plate 3, thres
nicks,

I first drew attention in the South African
Philatelist of November, 1935, to the probable
existence of two vignette dies anent these stamps,
but I noted no further reference in the philatelic
press to this matter until I read the remarks of the
late Mr, L. D. Moore in Gibbons’ Stamp Monthly
of November, 1943, to the effect that ‘‘ two dies
of the ship vignette in the first issue of South Africa
have not yet acquired catalogue status by Gibbons,
as separate entities.

Anent what appears to be two separate vignette
dies referred to in this monograph I should like to
have the valued opinions of Messrs. S. G. Rich and
C. P. Rang, through the South African Philatelist
and @ibbons’ Stamp Monthly, respectively.

The following is a list allocating the progeny
of the two Dies A and B :—

Die A.
London Printing—Plate 1A.
London Printing—Booklet Plate.
London Printing—Plate proofs in black without
frames.
London Printing—Plate proofs in red with frames
in black.
Pretoria Printing—Plate 3.
Pretoria Printing—Booklet Plate.
Die B.
London Printing—Plate 1B.
Pretoria Printing—Plate 1.
Pretoria Printing—Plate 2.

PAPER SHORTAGE IN U.S.A.
Stamps announces that publishers have been
cut to 756 per cent. of the paper they used in 1942.
Exchange copies and copies to all but fifty-two times
a year advertisers are being eliminated.
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E. BLUM

P.O0. BOX 1669 CAPE TOWN

recommends his services to Dealers and Collectors

alike for Selling and Buying stamps from all

countries, Price List now ready and can be sent

to applicants free on demand. Collections and

Accumulations bought for spot cash. Highest

prices paid. Established in South Africa since
1980. First class references,

SPLIT “A” IN K.G.V. KEYPLATE.
The Philatelic Magazine states that it may
now be taken as established that this keyplate
was used only in Gambia, St. Helena and Seychelles,
further, that the split “ A has been found on all
the Gambias and all the Seychelles, so far only on

some St. Helenas, but presumably it occurred
on all.

WANTED TO BUY

All types of African stamps, mint and used,
especially Empire and Foreign Colonies.
Prompt settlement by cash, mint current
Australian stamps at face, or used ditto at
wlholesale rates, as desired. Fair prices
please.

S. G. Walton. (Member A.P.T.A.),
Canley Vale, N.S.W., Australia.

Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used
copies wanted. Particularly Edward
and George. High prices willingly
paid.

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes-
burg.

Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S.
covers and rarieties wanted bv
A. E. Basden, Box 238, Pretoria.

Collections Wanted to Buy.—O0ld and
Modern Collections, Single Rarities
and Errors, Duplicates and Office
Mixtures.

Prompt cash on acceptance of offer:

E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.),
117 Longmarket Street, Cape Town.

For Service, promptness and satisfac-
tion.

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni.
Phone 54-1692,

Wanted: Great Britain 1d. Red Plate
No. 218; No. 49; No. 49 Plate 1.
J. P, Martin, P.O. Immerpan.

COLLECTORS WANTS AND OFFERS

(Twopence per word per insertion with minimum of 2/- per insertion)

Air Mail: Rare South African Air Mails
wanted for Specialists collection.
E. A, Church, Box 112, Durban.

Basutoland: Wanted covers, or stamps

postmarked in Basutoland before
1910.

Harding, Box 108, Ladybrand.

Australia, send 50 different South
African Stamps and receive 50
different Australian in return.

C.A. Brown, Box 12, Lidcombe, N.S.W.,
Australia,

Canada: Wanted collection and rare
items of high wvalue.
E. A. Church, Box 112, Durban.

All South African Stamps wanted,
Wholesale quantities.

S. Curtis & Co., Ashhurst, New
Zealand.

Belgian Congoe: Wanted Single stamps
or collection.
E. A, Church, Box 112, Durban.
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BOER PRISONERS OF WAR IN CEYLON

Farurusiane.

In a previous article (S.A. Philatelist Vol.
18, 1942, pp. 104 and 116) we listed the censor
marks of various camps in the Union and
oversea to which Boer prisoners of war had
been sent. Since then S. G. Rich has ampli-
fied the subject in his book “Philately of the
Anglo-Boer War.”

Recently one of us (A.W.) came across a
scrap-book made by a P.O.W, in Ceylon. Its
condition wag a philatelic tragedy. To begin
with most covers had been made into “fronts”
and pasted down on both sides of the album
leaves; in later years grandchildren had torn
off a big proportion of the stamps—finally

the album had been thrown into an outside

storehouse where rats had gnawn into it. De-
spite all this, examination yielded a few new
items of interest, which we here record.

(1) A mark which at first sight is very
similar to the 24 mm. double bordered circle
mark with no place name, but used possibly
at all or any of the following places: Green
Point, Belle Vue, St. Helena and Ceylon. The
outer circle in this case, however, is 25 mm.
in diameter and is not a double lined one. The
wording is “Prisoners of War” between the
circles and “Passed Censor” in the centre;
the mark is in violet and is on a cover ad-
dressed to Mount Lavinia from somewhere in
Natal.

Several covers in the collection are ad-
dressed or re-addressed to Mount Lavinia but
there are none with any actual marks of this
place. It is probably in close proximity to
Diyatalawa as one cover is addressed to
“Mount Lavinia Hospital, Diyatalawa.”

(2) A mark seen in violet on two of the
covers sent to Diyatalawa is a 30 mm. sided
double triangle with the wording ** Not For/
P.0.W./Deliver.” This appears to be on cor-
respondence for Camp Guards or staff, mot
for prisoners.

(3) Ragama Camp. In our previous article
(l.c.) we recorded the occurrence of this post-
mark but we had not seen any censor marks
from it. This collection has provided several,
the mark being an oval, double border, 63 x 35
mm. with the wording “Ragama Camp/Passed
/ ..../Censcr.” The line for censor’s name
or initials is left unfilled in all specimens seen.
In violet.

(4) The smaller Diyatalawa censor mark
with initials as part of the mark may show
initials E.J.B.,, O.H. or F.R.N.F. The first
occur in several marks cancelling the stamps
of postcards which have evidently been sent
from a prisoner in one part of the camp to a
prisoner in another.

(5) and (6) Two marks, practically cer-
tainly applied in South Africa, are not un-
common, One is a large “PR. OF WAR” (al-
most 2 inches long, and underlined) in purple;
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all of these are on covers with the Winburg
postmark. The other is a small-type “Pris-
oner of War” in red, all of which are on covers
with the Ladybrand postmark.

There are also in the collection quite a few
South African censor marks and censors’
seals which are not recorded in Mr. Rich’s
book. These we have never listed in the S.4.
Philatelist but we have sent a note of them
to Mr. Rich for inclusion in any supplement
or new edition he may contemplate.

Germane to our subject, although not com-
ing under our actual title, wé may here record
a variety of the Bermuda No. 4 Prisoner of
War censor mark, brought to our notice
through the kindness of Mr. A. A. Jurgens.
This is a perfectly printed mark, only the
number “4” is missing. It occurs to us that
the explanation may lie in the late date of
the cover; the Hamilton Bermuda postmark
is dated JY 11 1902. As peace wag made on
31st May, 1902, may it not be that censoring
was diminishing, that there were no longer
four of them on the job and that therefore the
number was cut out, although the individual
previously using No. 4 was still at work,

Mr. A. J. van Rensburg, of Pretoria, who
wags himself a P.0.W. in Ceylon, has sent us
the following note:—

Diyatalawa was the first, and remained the
main camp in Ceylon. When Ragama camp
was started, the foreign legionaries were all
sent there, burghers of the two Republics re-
maining at Diyatalawa.

Mount Lavinia was a hospital and convales-
cent depot near Diyatalawa, but serving both
it and Ragama. The only other camp,
Urugasmanuandiya, was a small affair
started mainly for prisoners in transit re-
turning to South Africa.

ANDREW WATSON.
J. H. HARVEY PIRIE

MODERN COLONIALS Pair

New Zealand Health Triangles at .. £0 1 6

Mint set Piteairn Islands at .. .. .. £0 11 0
K.G. VI. Mewfoundland Mint at .. £019 0
K.G. VI. Gambia complete Mint at .. £2 2 0
N Virgin Islands ' at .. £0 16 6
» Cook Islands Mint at .. .. £0 10 €
Free French Madagascar:
5e. on 1l¢c at .. .. .. .. .. ..4£0 0 7
50c. on 90c. at .. .. .. .. .. .. £0 1 6
1. B0c. (MNative Chief) at .. .. £0 2 6

Several others also in steck.
All offers being subject to unsold
J. CHAMBERS,

50 Parliament Street
PORT ELIZABETH.

JERSEY STAMPS.

Q@ibbons’ Stamp Monthly quotes a DBerne
philatelic paper as illustrating four pictorial labels
inscribed ¢“ Jersey Postage” and bearing crude
views. G.S.M. regards them as of doubtful status,
considering that the Germans, with their flair for
stamp propaganda, would, if they had produced
anything at all, have issued a flamboyant set for
this piece of occupied British territory.
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"POTCHEFSTROOM ENVELOPES”

Mr. A. A. Jurgens writes:—* Dear Mr.
Editor,—In my original article (S.4. Ph. Now.
1943 p. 123) on Transvaal pre-adhesive letter
stamps, I confined myself to facts confirmed
by producible evidence. In your comments
published in the Nov. and Dec. issues you
raise other questions on which I can contribute
some evidence of a different order., viz., re-
collections. These are not capable of being
proved, but failing the production of more
tangible evidence may be of some value.

“in 1904, I made the biggest philatelic mis-
take of my life—I would almost call it a
crime now. I had the opportunity of looking
over some 500 covers sent to the late Mr.
E. J. M. Syfret of Cape Town from Natal
during the years 1850-1878, and about 300 from
the Transvaal and O.F.S. from 1864 to about
1878. But—I did not keep any of them; at
that time I was only interested in stamps,
not in postmarks. Many of these covers had
already had the stamps removed, but I was
able to tear off a few for myself. I can well
remember, for instance, taking a 6d. Trans-
vaal imperf., a pale rose 6d. 0.V.S. and a 4d.
Cape, thus spoiling a very fine combination
cover.

“I do remember, however, that numerous
covers showed the date-stamp figured in Mr.
Basden’s comments (Fig. 6 ‘the small Potchef-
stroom dater’), but they were all covers either
with stamps or from which stamps had been
removed. There were also covers marked ‘In
Dienst’ in manuscript, but these had been
marked in the Cape Town office, in manu-
seript, ¢ To Pay’ together with the amount
payable.

“ From this, therefore, I agree with your
conclusion that there is no evidence proving
the ‘ small dater’ to be a pre-adhesive stamp;
it was merely a despatching office date stamp
carrying no franking power,

“1 think if there had been any other type
of mark than the ‘large’ and the ‘small’
Potchefstrom daters I would have had some
recollection of them, but I have noxe.

“With regard to your apologia for Mr.
Jeppe producing the envelopes with daters
shewing 6d. in place of the date I must say
my sympathies lie with Messrs. Hardy and
Racon in putting these productions in the
‘almost swindle’ class.”

Mr. L. A. B. Sharpe, after reading Mr.
Jurgen’s article in the Sept issue, but before
seeing the further comments, reports having
three envelopes, -all different in size and
quality of paper, with Potchefstroom daters
and 6d. in place of the date. Two of these
are of the large dater and one of the small
But the interesting feature is that one of the
two with the large dater is addressed to the
Treasurer General at Pretoria and is back-
stamped as having arrived there on August
9th, 1871.
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Mr, Sharpe suggests that the envelopes may
have been intended to be “ postal stationery.”
Perhaps they were, but there seems to be no
getting away from the fact that they were
specially made to oblige a collector.

[This perhaps brings us to the “ bridge to
be crossed ” referred to by me in Para. 8 of
my additional comments on these emissions
(S.A. Ph. Dec., 1943, p. 135), viz., Would the
status of these envelopes be changed if they
were found postally used, accepted by the
Z.A.R. post office? I say ‘ perhaps” because
Mr. Sharpe’s specimen would appear to have
been on official service and therefore may not
have needed any prepayment at all.—J.H.H.P.

MAY SPECIALS

8 Aegean Islands 1932,  loc-1,25L. mint 2/6
6 Bahamas pict., 4d., 6d., 8d. mint, wit

and without “Landfali” o/pt. .. .. 6/6
4 Bulgaria 1940 airmail, 1-6 leva, mint 2/-
4 Egypt airmail 40-100 mils, used .. .. 5/6
10 Labuan 1902, 1-25¢. mint epl, .. .. 7/6
5 Lebanon 1937 Paris Exhibn., mint ., 2/6
8 Samoa 1887/95 4d.-2/6 mint .. .. .. 5/6
8 Samoa 1899 Prov. Govt, 3d.-2/6 mint 4/6
6 Slovakia 1939, 2-300h, mint .. .. .. .. 2/-
10 Spain 1930 Columbus airs, 5c.-lp.m, .. 2/-

16 Venezuela 1930 airmail 5c-20b. cpl. .2 10/6
Now Available:
Gibbons Part 2, 1944, Supplement to Cat, 4/6

Orders now booked for 1944 Empire Catalog,
12/6 plus 9d. postage, subject safe arrival.

A. LICHTENSTEIN

P.O. Box 576,
BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S.

FOR IDENTIFICATION, PLEASE.

A reader has submitted four stamps, one of
which is here illustrated, which cannot be identified
in either Gibbons or Yvert.
Can anyone help? The
stamps are S.G. Nos.
506-509 of Type U postage
dues, general French colo-
nial issue of 1884-85, all
in black and imperforate.
But the overprints canno$
be identified; they are
20 cents on the 10, 15 and
30 centimes, and 1 franc
on the 20 centimes. In
addition to the overprint
(in black) there are also
initials on each stamp.
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SOCIETY NEWS

EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY.
Chairman—MNR. C. HAMPSON.
Hon. Secretary—MR. S, F. FOWLER, P.O. Box 168, East London.
Meetings—Colosseurn. Tea Room, Second Fridays, 7.456 p.m.

At the March meeting the chairman welcomed the visitors,
especially those in uniforne.

Mr. Hoal gave the first display, New Zealand, which ran
t0 about eighty sheets; very strong in first types (fullface
Queens), and all issues were very well represented. Among
the outstanding items in latter types was the 7d. Centenary,
1940, a most difficult stamp to get held of.

After tea, the dark horse of the Society, Mr. Chas, Wilson,
displayed British Central Africa (and gave all present the
shock of their lives). His display of Nyasaland, Tanganyika,
Uganda and Kenya was outstandingly fine, particularly the
latter country.

The mounting was superb, each stamp being mounted on
blue flint with a one-cighth margin of blue, and then on white
sheets—the effect must be seen to be appreciated.

The chairman asked Mr. Thornton to propose the vote
of thanks to the members who displayed and the applause
nearly upset the air-conditioning system. o5

PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY.
President—G. K. FORBES.
Hon. Secretary—C. W. SHEFFIELD, P.O. Box 88.
Meetings—Room. 5, City Hall, First and Third Tuesdays.
The meeting held on 7th March, 1944, was attended by
twenty-one members. This was just a social and exchange

e¢vening.
The second meeting held on 22nd March, 1944, was for
business.

We were sorry to hear that Mr. Forbes will be away for
the next few months, as business compels him to live in
Grahamstown.

Three new members were elected and three more proposed.

This meeting was * Borthwick Night > and the display
was Australia. Mr. Forbes tabled about twenty pages. These
were neatly mounted and written up and some beautiful
and rare specimens were shown.

Mr. Nicholson also tabled some pages which were keenly
scrutinised.

The annual general meeting takes place in May and
members are asked to attend in full force. We are pleased to
say Mr. Harmer is recovering from his operation and has left
hospital.

The first April meeting was given over to an auction.

Attendance was good, and most of the packets were
disposed of.

The meeting held on 18th April was attended by twenty-
six members, and owing to Mr. G. K. Forbes being away, Mr.
Nicholson took the chair.

It was with pleasure we greeted Mr. Harmer’s return,
looking fit after his recent operation.

~ The demand for the new issues from Stanley Gibbons
was greater tuan the supply, so they were drawn for. Gibbons
btated they were unable to send larger amounts for the time
eing.
The rest of the evening was given over to a sale of stamps
for war funds, and the pleasing amount of £10 was collected.

EAST RAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY.
President—MR. P, R. GUTSCHE
Hon. Secretary—E. N. Rica, 103, Kemston Avenue, Benoni.
Meetings—Third Tuesdays, 8 p.m., Hotel Regent, Benoni.

There was a fair attendance at the March meeting.

After the formal business had been dealt with there was an
auction of stamps for war funds. Mr. Shepherd acting as
auctioneer.

The evening’s exhibit was provided by Mr. Legator and
was outstandingly comprehensive. It consisted of envelopes
and stationery of South Africa; air mails of 1918, post carde
““Make your Sixpence Fly > series; experimental air mail
covers from various places in South Africa, including the
11d. ship stamp, and both issues of the South African air mail
stamps ; various post cards used in South Africa and train

letters.
E.N.R.

CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY.
Pregident—K. ALEXANDER.
Hon. Secretary—S. KAGANSON, 16, Military Road, Tamboer’s
Kloof, Capetown.
Meetings are held at Medical House, 35, Wale Street, Capetown,
on the Second and Fourth Thursdays of the month at 7.30 p.m.
March 23rd, Dr. J. H. Harvey Pirie, from Johannesburg
was the guest of the evening. The meeting was unfortunately
delayed awaiting the arrival of the President, owing to a
breakdown in the railway service on the suburban line, and
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Mr. W, D. Vallance, Vice-President, took the chair and wel-
comed the Dr. in his absence. Dr. Pirie brought down his
collection of Transvaal locals, representing Rustenburg,
Lydenburg, Volksrust, Wolmaransstad, Schewizer Reneke,
ete., which he placed on the table for the edification of members,
subsequently giving a most interesting and instructive dis-
course on these stamps. Lt.-Com. Enoch proposed a hearty
vote of thanks to Dr. Pirie. The President, who had arrived
in the meantime also voiced his pleasure at renewing acquaint-
ance with the Dr., reminding him of the narrow escape they
2ll had on their motor trip from Johannesburg to Pretoria
to attend the Philatelic Congress, some years ago,

The sale of stamps by public auction on the 23rd March
proved a great success and realised £131, which will go 0 swell,
the funds of the Society’s efforts. The Liberty Cavalcade at
Green Point Common, 25th March to 1st April, was a wonderfui
effort and no doubt the Society’s aim to reach the £500 mark
will be more than realised.

April 13th. X. Alexander in the chair. Mr. B. L. Cock was
scheduled to display what he described ‘‘ a Philatelic Medley,””
hut gaveway when it was known that Mr, F. J. H. Lang,
President of the Johannesburg Philatelic Society was on a
visit to Capetown, and had brought down his Rhodesian
collection which he was prepared to exhibit. Had our Secretary
been able to notify members of the changed arrangements
in time, there would no doubt have been a very much larger
attendance, although the hall was well filled.

The great feature of Mr. Lang’s display was that the stamps
were all in perfect mint condition and practically complete
with the exception of a few of the great rarieties, such as the
Bulawayo Provisionals of 1896, e.g., the 3d. on 5/- with the
T of three inverted, although he showed a fine block of four
this issue. The 4d. Cape of Good Hope overprinted * British
South Africa Company, but with the word Company missing.
Mr. Lang hoped to capture these very elusive stamps at some
future date. He had a full range of the 1891 issue showing
the large overprint id., 2d., 4d., and 8d. There were also
many blocks of four and larger blocks of various other issues.
The Victoria Falls set overprinted ‘ Specimen ** was rather
interesting. Then there were many of the arms type over-
printed * Rhodesia > with various errors, such as “ no stop *’
after Rhodesia and imperforate between, etc. The double-
head issue of 1910-16 was particularly fine and included all
the ““ Gash *” errcrs. The admiral type, dies one two and three,
made a fine show, and were much admired ; they included
many of the imperforated between varieties. The £1 values of
this issue, showing the various shades in violet and purple
were outstanding. Captain Jacobs proposed a hearty vote of
thanks to the exhibitor and expressed the pleasure it had
given him to view his collection, and he felt sure he was
cxpressing the sentiments of all present. Mr. Simenhoff and
Mr. Alexander also expressed their thanks and admiration
at the display. Mr. Lang expressed his pleasure at being able
t0 show his stamps and be amongst philatelists, also renewing
his acquaintances with old friends and assured members
that if at any time they visited Johannesburg, a warm weli
come would be accorded them. WA

NATAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY.
President—A, L. BEVIS.

Hon. Seceretary—~G. MILNER PALMER, Box 588, Durban.
Mectings—1st and 3rd Wednesdays, London Assurance House,
319 Smith Street (top floor) 7.30 p.m.

At our March meeting we elected two new members.

Our auction was well supported and we raised £3 for the
Victoria League. Mr. J. Lyle showed his collection of Australia
and read a few notes.

April Meeting.—The chairman asked all present to stand
as a token of sympathy in regard to the death of Mr. E. S.
Phillips. Twe new members were elected.

The chairman drew members attention to the undesirable
practice of smoking while inspecting exhibits, as it endangered
valuable stamps which might be damaged by ashes. An
interesting article entitled ‘“ News from Africa,” by M.
P. C. Bishop was read from the Stamp Collectors Fortnightly.
Mr. H. Schroder showed a selection from his collection of
covers entitled ‘‘ Souvenir and Commemorative Covers and
Stamps of the U.S.A. and Other Countries,” and read a few
notes. Mr. L. Petiet also showed selected covers from his
col{;action of U.S.A. A hearty vote of thanks was passed
to both.

EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY.
President—A. WATSON.
Hon. Secretary—S. F. FOWLER, Box 168, East London.
Meetings—Colosseum Building, Second Fridays, at 7.45 p.m.
One of the most successful annual general meetings was
held on 14th April, twenty-six members and visitors being
present. Mr. Hampson presided and, after the usual pre-
iiminaries, called for nominations for the various offices, which
resulted in Mr. Andrew Watson being elected President for
the ensuing year, Mr. 8. F. Fowler retaining the secretaryship.
The committee was completed by the inclusion of Messrs.
Paviour and Lazarus.
(Concluded on page 55)
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How fortunate you are!

IN how many other countries, today, can
thousands of civilians still travel for pleasure

or on private business?

This is the fifth year of a war that has
disrupted the life of millions almost beyond con-
ception—but you can still sleep in peace in your
normally full compartment, still have meals
served to you on the journey, still arrive punc-

tually and safely at your destination.

You can’t all travel whenever you wish because
accommodation is necessarily limited, and comfort
and service occasionally fall short of pre-war
standards, but—how fortunate you are to be able

to travel at all!

DO NOT TRAVEL UNLESS YOU MUST

South African Railways

Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distribiutors: Central News Agency,
Ltd., Johannesburg® Printed by Magazine Press (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, Johannesburg
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PUBLICATIONS

By LOWE
* THE REGENT CATALOGUE (ADHESIVE).

VOLUME I includes all issues up to 1930 Price 5/6 plus 6d postage.
.

:/{O‘LUMEI II is published every March and September, includes all issues to date and an addenda to
oiume I. i / tage.
Price 1/ 8 plusz d. postag |

Throughou’t both volumes the prices listed are as mnear as possible market prices; in addition Gibbons’
and b'cotts catalogue numbers are cross-referenced with Regent numbers for those collectors whose
collections are based on these catalogues.

Volume I plus the current edition of Volume II will bring
you right up to date with the British Empire Market.

* THE HANDSTRUCK CATALOGUE (1661-1900).

This is the only catalogue of Handstruck Postage Stamps of the British Empire, and lists every known
recorded marking with prices. All Provisional Handstruck Stamps issued prior to 1900 are listed, and
those in use in Great Britain from 1840 to 1853 are catalogued in detail. The historical data included
is invaluable to the collector—as is the catalogue itself. Price 10/6 plus 6d postage,

which includes the December 1942 Supplement, The latter can be obtained separately.

Price 1/6 plus 2d. postage.
* THE GT. BRITAIN SPECIALISED CATALOGUE (1661-1943).

This incorporates the Great Britain sections from the two catalogues mentioned above with a lot of
additional specialised data, such as details of the plating of the line-engraved issues, illustrations of
essays and proofs, sizes of sheets, cancellations, and a catalogue of postal stationery. TF» nev edition,
pbubbshed in March, 1943, includes a catalogue of the Circular Delivery, Coileve, Rz'= y, elegraph
and Postal Revenue Stamps as well as the re-writing of several sections. -

The price of the new edition is 10/6 plus Gd. postage.

All enquiries to

ROBSON LOWE LTD.

50, PALL MALL, LONDON, SW.l

Abbey 4034,
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Confident
when |

Buying and Selling

This very grateful tribute to the quality of the
service provided by Harmer’s Bond Street Stamp Auctions
is but one of the many hundreds of compliments that we
receive each season.

The success of Harmer’s Bond Street Stamp Auctions
is the fruit of more than 50 years’ consistent effort to
provide a perfect service and complete satisfaction for
Vendor and for Buyer.

Every feature of every sale at Harmer’s of Bond
Street is handled by experts—men whose wide experience
enables them to reveal those little extra points of a stamp
that enable the distant Buyer to bid confidently and in
complete security, and ensure for the Vendor a fair price
for his stamps.

That is why almost all the great collections are placed
with Harmer’s of Bond Street for dispersal-——why more than
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond
Street Stamp Auctions—why Harmer’s have a larger turn-
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer.

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues.
Our brochure “Selling Stamps at Auction” also is free to
prospective Vendors.

H. R. HARMER

The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer
ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS.

39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1,
ENGLAND.

Cables: “HARMER’S BOND STREET LONDON.”
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UNION AND S.W.A. NOTES

Following on the information given in our
March issue, here are notes supplied by the
Post Office authorities in respect of print-
ings of postage stamps, etc., carried out dur-
ing the period 8th January to 17th April,
1944, -

(a) War Postage Stamps

2d.—Job No. 1776. A total of 190,000 sheets
of 360 stamps each delivered subsequently io
26.8.43 on an order for 250,000. Cylinder 40
as before. ’

1d.—Job No. 1777. A total of 152,500 sheets
of 360 stamps each delivered subsequently to
21.10.43 on an order for 250,000. Cylinder
6,922 as before.

2d.—Job No. 6192/8646. 1,200,000 sheets of
240 stamps ordered but none yet delivered.

3d.—Job No. 8762, 2,000 sheets x 360 de-
livered subsequently to 18.4.44 on an order for
75,000. Cylinder 7014 as before.

6d.—Job No. 6198/8047. 54,270 sheets x 240
delivered subsequently to 9.2.44 on an order
for 50,000. Cylinder 6916 as before.

1s.—Job No. 6199/8648, 81,600 sheets x 240
delivered subsequently to 2.3.44 on an order
for 80,000. Cylinder 46 as before.

1s. 3d.—Job No. 8649. 20,000 sheets x 240
delivered subsequently to 21.3.44 on an order
for 15,000. Cylinder 37 as before.

(b) Union Postage Stamps

2s. 6d.—Job No. 8650, 16,800 sheets x 60
delivered on 14.3.44 on an order for 15,000.
Cylinders 27 and 7017 as before.

5s.—Job No. 8651. 5,000 gheets x 60 de-
livered on 14.3.44 on an order for 4,000.
Cylinders 41 and 6929 as before.

(c¢) Roll Stamips

id.—Job No. 3034. A total of 1,077 rolls
x 500 stamps and 1,559 rolls x 1,000 delivered
between 14.9.43 and 18.1.44. Cylinder 6911 as
before. ;

1d.~—Job No. 9038. 4,822 rolls x 500 de-
livered between 2.9.43 and 14.12.43. Cylinder
16, new.

Job No. 6193, 500 rolls x 500 and 840 rolls
;{ 100 delivered on 7.3.44. Cylinder 16 as be-
ore.
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(d) Postage Due Stamps

1d.—Job No. 10,013. 14,100 sheets x 60
delivered on 28.3.44. Cylinder 50 as before.

2d.—Job No., 8656. 60,600 sheets x 60 de-
livered on 28.3.44. Cylinder 7,021 as before.
(e) Official Stamps

2d.—Job No. 10,034. 1,000 sheets x 120 of
Union postage stamps supplied by the P.M.G.
and overprinted “Official-—Offisie€l” on flat
bed machine from old forme. Delivered on
14.3.44.

(f) Active Service Letter Cards.

3d.—Job No. 8032, A final delivery on this
order, totalling 4,414,800 cards. Cylinder 59
as before,.

Job No. 14. A further order has been placed
for 5,000,000. It is reported that a new cylin-
der, No. 80, is in use, but no deliveries have
yet been received.

(g) Pictorial Inland Postcards

1d.—Job No. 3,036. 1,257,680 postcards have
up-to-date been delivered on thig order.
Cylinders 86 and 87 as before.

(h) Owerprinted S.W.A.

Job No. 83,087, Sheets supplied by P.M.G.
and overprinted on flat bed machine from
old forme, 25.1.44: 1d., 8,000 sheets x 360; 2d.,
5,000 sheets x 240; 6d., 1,500 sheets x 240.

A correction has to be made to the infor-
mation given in our March issue in connec-
tion with Job No. 82238, 1s. overprinted
S.W.A. in small letters. The overprinting was
dlone with a completely new forme with 240
slugs.

VARIETIES.

Mr. R. E. J. Currell writes: I find (1) that
although the Natal Society’s catalogue says
the shuttered window wvariety of the 3d.
“Groote Schuur” stamp was wot corrected, I
have a copy where the fault has been cor-
rected.

(2) The same catalogue says that in the
“broken yoke-skey” variety of the 5s. stamp
the missing top of the skey is to be found
in the left-hand value tablet (adhering to
the top of the 5 according to Gilbert.—Ed.).
In my copy the broken piece is above the
value tablet,
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(3) T have a copy of the S.W.A. 1id. Offi-
cial with the foot of an L broken off, so that
it looks lige a figure “17.

(4) I also have an S.W.A, 2d. official with
the S.W.A. misplaced to the right so that the
S is under the I of “Offisiedl” instead of un-
der the F. Why doesn’t Gibbons mention this?
1t appears to me to be a better variety than,
say, an overprinted C being called an O, or,
as above, a broken L being called a 1.

Dr. E. Mosely submits specimens of two
minor varieties of the bantam 1d. One, he
terms the ‘“Corporal Nurse” as there is a
mark on the right sleeve very suggestive of
a corporal’s stripes; the other, not quite so
apt, he states has been called the “bleeding
heart”—there is a small red mark on the
chest, but anatomically it is on the high side
for the heart. Both flaws are constant and
each occurs twice in a sheet,

Mr. H. W. James, of Cradock, reports that
he reeently acquired a coil of 1d. stamps
which did not show the recurrent flaws re-
ported last month, but it had another peculi-
arity, in that the perforations were almost
missing all down the right-hand side. A 2id.
coil showed two small flaws recurring every
22 stamps; No. 1 showing a green dot to the
left of the springbok’s head and No. 4 a green
stripe running through the right ear and
horns, also a small green dot to the left of
the nose.

Mr. A. Lichtenstein writes in connection
with “adjustment of the comb perforator” and
Mr. Roberts’ statement “this occurs on ban-
tams with bisecting roulettes, but mnot, of
course, on trisected roulettes.”. Why “of
course?” It does occur on the trisects, as well
as on any Pretoria roto productions, including
even such items as Postage Dues, Savings
Bank stamps, ete.

He also notes a constant flaw in the 3d. +
3d. Voortrekker Fund stamp of 1938 which
does not seem to have been reported before.
This is a white dot in the left centre of the
large arch of the monument, looking almost
like a bright light or lamp. This occurs on
stamp 8 of row 6 and is present also, of
course, on the S.W.A. overprints.

AIR MAILS.

It was officially announced that an air-
mail service for letters and postcards to Great
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Britain and Ireland was re-started on 23rd
May. Rates 1s. 8d. per % oz. for letters and
73d. for postcards.

Normally the mail will go all the way by
air, but it is possible that sometimes it will
have to be transferred to surface routes in
the last stages of the journey.

A service from Britain cannot be arranged
yet.

CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY’S
LIBERTY CAVALCADE LABELS,

In their very successful drive for funds at
the Cavalcade the Society fairly spread it-
self in the way of philatelic mementoes. They
had single “stamps” on sale for some time
before the Cavalecade at 1d. each, with let-
tering and design in blue on an orange-yellow
background. The top right has the wording
“The Cape Town Philateli¢c Society 1944” and
the bottom right “1d.” In the bottom left is
the emblem of the cavaleade, an inverted
horse-shoe through which is jumping a winged
Pegasus with the rider carrying a torch
whose rays radiate over the stamp.

At the Cavalcade itself they had miniature
gheets with from 1d. stamps and inscribed
margins, on sale at their exhibit.” These
proved very popular and, at 6d. or sometimes
1s. per sheet, the issue was completely sold
out.

Mr. A. H. Sydow was responsible for the
designing of the sheets, along with Mr, J.
Goodman, the designer of the Belgian Congo
Monument stamps of 1941. There was a plate
1 and a plate 2, the colours of both being
blue and brown, but plate 2 was blue where
plate 1 was brown, and vice versa. The motif
in each stamp was the same as in the single
“stamps,” although varying in details of ar-
rangement,

Plate 1 was printed from line-block and
the first lot were run off without the plate
number. To meet the demand stereos were
made from the line-block and used simul-
taneously for printing plate 2.

Mr. Sydow notes that he had the pleasant
experience of doing some of the printing and
perforating personally.

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS

Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIALS
should get into touch with me AT ONCE

Selections of choice Mint or Used

AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc.,
on approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue, REFERENCES ESSENTIAL.

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England
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HARMER’S AUCTIONS.

Judging from prices realised at some recent
sales, New York would appear to be the place
at present in which to buy and London in
which to sell. Here are some items with two
prices, firstly, the catalogue or estimated cash
value, and, secondly, the figure realised:— —
New York

Cape 1d. Woodblock, 125 dollars, 86 dollars.

Cape 5s. C.A., 200 dollars, 51 dollars.

Cape #d. on 3d. C.A., variety ‘ Enny,”
200 dollars, 20.50 dollars.

Vryburg, set of 4, 77 dollars, 36 dollars.

A  batch of Transvaal-Cape combination
covers, estimated values, 20 to 75 dollars each,
fetched 15 to 50 dollars,

Natal K.E. £1, 50 dollars, 22 dollars.
London

B.E.A. on India 5 r., double opt., £35, £29.

B.E.A. 50 r. 1897, £35, £35.

Natal £1 10s., £50, £36.

Rhodesia £1 error of colour, block of 4,
£180, £175.

St. Helena 15s. used, £25, £26.

Zululand Postal Fiscal 1s. imperf.,, £25,
£24.

= [T 0]

“NATAL STAMPS”

WANTED

to buy for cash. Highest prices paid for
fine copies of all early embossed stamps,
and full face engraved Queens in any
amount, mint or used. Also later high .
values, errors, varieties and numeral
cancellations Nos. 3 to 84.

Please send approval selections to:

455 West Street, DURBAN

& O

CORSICA.

This island has the honour of issuing, early
in this year, under the auspices of the National
Committee of ILiberation, the first stamp ot
liberated France. Tt is a 1 fr. 50 stamp with
the head of ‘“Marianne” (France) taking the
place of the former stamp of that denomina-
tion with the portrait of Petain. Further
values are probably on issue by now.
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E. BLUM

P.0. BOX 1669 CAPE TOWN
recommends his services to Dealers and Collectors
alike for Selling and Buying staﬁms from all
countries. Price List now ready and can be sent
to applicants free on demand. Collections and
Accumulations bought for spot cash, Highest
prices paid. Established in South Africa since
1980. First class references,

M.E.F. “COMBINATION COVERS.”

Mr. T. A. Harper, of Port Elizabeth,
writes: ‘‘Apparently any combinations of
stamps are accepted at Army Post Offices pro-
vided they make up the full required rate of
postage. In addition to those chronicled in
your January and April numbers, I have the
following combinations made up to cover air
mail rates’’ :—

South Africa, New Zealand, Great Britain

and Egypt.
South Africa, New Zealand, Great Britain,
Australia and Egypt.

South Africa, Great Britain, New Zealand,
India and 50 c, Italy.

South Africa, Great Britain and TItalian
Libya.

It might be mentioned here incidentally,
that we have recently been shown a cover sent
from a South African soldier serving in the
Western Desert in 1916 which was a ‘‘ com-
bination cover’ of the same type, the stamps
on the covers being mixed South African,
British and Egyptian. The post mark was
“Field Post Office/S.A.1.”

WANTED TO BUY

All types of African stamps, mint and used,
especially XEmpire and Foreign Colonies.
Prompt settlement by ecash, mint current
Australian stamps at face, or used ditto at
wholesale rates, as desired. Fair prices
please.

S. G. Walton. (Member A.P.T.A.),
Canley Vale, N.S.W., Australia.

AM.G.O.T. OVERPRINTS.

From the reopening of the Naples post of-
fice on 10th December, 1943, there were put
in use Italian stamps (20, 35 and 50c) over-
printed “Governo Militaire Alleeto”; their
life, however, was very short as they became
obsolete ag from 19th January. They were used
only on civilian correspondence within the
Naples area.

The American printed regular A.M.G.O.T.
stamps are still, apparently, only in use in
Sicily, not on the occupied mainland of Italy.
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Blue Mafeking Stamps With Watermark

A DISCOVERY. v
By DR. K. FREUND.

The description given generally in cata-
logues and literature for the paper of the
blue Mafeking Siege stamps (S.G. 17-23) is:
“Plain laid paper,” “unwatermarked.” That
this deseription is not quite exact, shall be
explained below. Before deseribing the ac-
tual newly discovered watermark, a few ex-
planatory remarks are necessary with regard
to the class of paper used for the ‘“blue”
stamps, which is not at all “plain laid.”

!
1. LAID PAPER BATONNE.

The “laid paper” on which thé “blue”
stamps were printed, shows the usual water-
marked lines “horizontal” at a distance of 13
mm. from each other (the knowledge of this
measurement is important for the discovery
of photo.lithographed forgeries on different
paper).

Altogether overlooked until now has been
the fact, that wvertical lines are crossing the
“horizontally laid” lines at an average dis-
tance of 25 mm. from each other, thus:

late siege postmaster and a siege printer’s
assistant, with both of whom I correspond,
had no recollection of particulars about the
original paper sheets.

Now, the statement that the paper is “laid
batonné” gives us the likely solution. Mr. A.
Lichtenstein, to whom 1 am indebted for valu-
able assistance in the study of the 1d.
“Bicyecle” stamp, has rightly pointed out to
me that such paper is generally used only for
legal documents or for better class stationery,
the vertical lines serving as guidelines when
writing. There must have been stocks of such
legal document sheets in the besieged town.
The authorities took these sheets over and
used them as the printing paper for the
stamps, after treating and “sensitizing” the
paper for the photographic ferro-prussiate
process.

The fact that this class of document paper
has invariably a papermaker’s watermark in-
dicating the class or type of paper concerned,
gave one the idea of examining the blue Mafe-
king stamps for traces of such a watermark.

The distance of these vertical lines is
sometimes slightly more, sometimes slightly
less than 25 mm.

As can be seen, the majority of stamps must
fall on such a vertical line, and indeed most
stamps show it quite pronounced at the back,
“at left,” “centre,” or “at right.”

The technical term for this class of paper
with parallel lines gome distance apart is
“Batonné.” Catalogues should specify it as
that, in order to be exact and to point out
the frequent (watermarked) vertical line.

II. THE ORIGINAL PAPER SHEETS.

From the fact that the paper is “laid
batonné,” conclusions can be drawn as to its
source and as to the original size of the paper
sheets.

In this regard, no definite information, of-
ficial or otherwise, has been given yet, The
opinion of B. W. H. POOLE (S.A. Provisional
War Stamps, 1901, p. 36) and of the late
Major W. J. HARRINGTON (“S.A, Phil-
atelist,” July, 1938, p. 100, and Fébruary,
1941, p 21), that the paper was “specially
manufactured in Mafeking,” is without foun-
dation as there were no paper mills inthe
whole of Southern Africa at that time. The
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1I1. THE WATERMARK “OCEANA FINE.”

By scrutinising the backs of blue Mafeking
stamps, one can indeed find, in a few in-
stances, traces or even parts of watermarked
letters. In rare cases, complete letters appear
watermarked on a stamp.

A papermaker’s watermark is in general of
large design, covering a space equal to a
number of stamps. Qwing to the lack of in-
formation and to the scarcity of bigger blocks,
there was some difficulty in finding out and
reconstructing the complete original water-
mark. .

I was fortunate enough to succeed in re-
constructing with single stamps, in “jig-saw
puzzle” style, the complete watermark, which,
seen from the back of stamps, looks as
follows:

The top word “OCEANA” is in old Eng-
lish Outline, the letters being 173 mm. high,
except for the “0O” which is 28 mm. high;
the overall length is 4 1/16 in. (10.3 cm.).
The bottom word “FINE” is in Roman Cap-
ital Outline, the “F” being 143 mm. and the
other letters being 11 mm. high; the overall
length is 2% ins. (5.6 cm.).
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The class of paper concerned was usually
put on the market in sheets of double foolscap
size, with the watermark appearing once in
every foolscap part. Thus, only some of the
stamp sheets, consisting of 12 stamps (3 rows
of 4), fell on a watermarked portion of the
paper. .

The position of the watermark is naturally
varying with every sheet on which it does ap-
pear. In the majority of cases, it seems either
to have started somewhere in the bottom row
only, or to have finished just in the top row
of stamps.

Comparing the original foolscap size with
the size of the stamp sheets, and according
to my experience, I would say that about 8
per cent. of the blue Mafeking stamps will
show parts of the watermarked letters. Com-
plete letters on a stamp, as already mentioned,
are very rare.

THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 65

BB U
CIeZ8Iell

So far I have seen.the watermark normal
and inverted, but never reversed.

As the watermark is only an occasional one,
the blue Mafeking issues are correctly de-
scribed. in catalogues as principally having

“no watérmark.” But it is of great impor-

tance to know that a watermark actually
exists and frequently appears in the form
of parts of certain letters as described.

For, in contrast to “printer’s imprints,”
which have become lately such desirable and
collectable items, but which appear mostly on
sheet margins only, our watermark appears
in the stamps, being, so to say, a substantial
part of them. And what is still more impor--
tant, those small parts of watermarked let-
ters, when discovered on a stamp, are an
excellent “certificate” for ils genuineness.

The new FALKLANDS DEPENDENCIES issues

The current stamps of Falkland Islands, 3d. to 1s. (8 values), have been overprinted for each of the
tollowing places: .
iRAHAM LAND, SOUTH GEORGIA, SOUTH ORKNEYS, SOUTH SHETLANDS
(see May S.A. Philatelist, page 54).

We can supply the four complete mint sets (32 stamps in all) for 17s. the lot, registered post free.
Blocks of four tfor 67s. Country cheques to mcludedﬁd. bank charge; postal orders should not be
crossed.

Our stock of darrent mint British Empire sets is the largest and our prices the lowest in Africa.
Send list of countries in which you are.interested, stuting whether short sets to 1s. or complete
sets are wanted, and we will fill in our prices and return k¥st. Blocks of four can also be supplied.

P.O. Box b&26, ROBERTSON1 STAMP CO. (pTY.) LTD JOHANNESBURG

Office: 20 First Floor, Old Arcade, 100 Market Street ’Phone 33-1454.

ETHIOPIA. S. RHODESIA.

From 4th-12th November there were put on The leading British catalogues only give
sale a limited number of the current stamps over- one perforation (14) for the first issue of this
printed with the word * Obelisk” in English country. The Check List published by the
and Amharie, the occasion being the unveiling Philatelic Society of Rhodesia in 1932 gives
of a statue of liberty by the Emperor. some varieties, but Mr. W. G. Nodder

It is stated that stamps of a new design are
under consideration. These will probably be of the
size of British stamps and will include dollar
values and an air mail series.
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(“‘Stamp Collecting,” 18th March) finds there
are a good many more, particularly if quarter-
perfs. are taken into consideration. This
article should be consulted for details.
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Review

The Handstruck Letter Stamps of the
Cape of Good Hope from 1792 to 1853, and
the Postmarks from 1853 to 1910; by A. A.
Jurgens, Printed by the Cape Times, Ltd.,
Cape Town, and published by subscription.

The fame of Mr. Jurgens’ work preceded
it. Philatelists, whether specially interested
in Cape stamps or not, knew that a ‘work
of vital importance was in the making as
an outcome of long years of patient study
and research. It may be said without fear
of contradiction that the result more than
justifies one’s anticipations. This is a book
that must take high rank among those which
have been called into being by the romantic
history of the stamps of the Cape of Good
Hope.

Among its several forewords, the commen-
dation of General Smuts. like that of Mr.
Lenton, the out-going P.M.G, of the Union,
provides pleasant testimonv from a mnon-
philatelist. A great deal move to our pur-
pose as philatelists is th~ “ Introduction,”
by Dr. L. B. Goldschmidt, F.R.P.S., who re-
marks that in this study of letter-stamps
of the pre-Rowland Hill era “one finds one-
self in a field where the adhesive label that
wn now call a ‘stamp’ has been preceded by
other marks, more verily stamps, as they
were mede by ‘stamping’ a sion on the mis-
sive with an implement designed for that
purnose.”

There is food for thought in this for »ll
those collectors — and probably theoy still
comprise 2 large maiority of the phila-
telic community — who contend that “the
adhesive stamp’s the thing” and thev will
have none other. It was because of this
perhapns rather narrow view that a stamp
is not a stamp unless it is a gnmmed lahel
that we threw overboard as collectable ob-
jects all stamped stationery, abandoning
these things in common with all, or rearly
all, local issues. Only when a handstruck
stamp is known to have f=tched some spec-
tacular figure — e.g., the first issue of
Bermuda — only when a local has some
special backeround of history. as in the case
of the “Ladvy MecLeod” of Mrinidad. is it
suffered to retain its ecatalogme status.

Yet wevery true specialist of this or that
countrvy or colonv feels in his bones that he
must collect or attemvt to collect everything,
frank or postmark, adhesive stamp or non-
adhesive, that has played its part in the
transmission of mail matter from place to
place.  And such philatelists are growing
rapidlv in numbers. We have evidence of
it in the success attending the Rohson Lowe
“postal history” auction sales in London with
their indication of a keen pursuit of postal
objects that ante-date the era of the adhe-
sive label.

Mr. Jurgens goes back to the verv besin-
ning of postal communications at the Cape
by describing and picturing the stones
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erected by the early navigators that served
as the primitive posting boxes of the period.
Pagssing to the first actual stamping of let-
ters at the Cape in 1792, it is noted that
there had been handstruck stamps on letters
from the Dutch East India Company three
years before that time. These carried a
species of monogram of the letters “V.0.C.,”
an abbreviation of “De Vereenigde Neder-
landsche Geoctroyeerde Oost-Indische Com-
pagnie.” From here onwards there is a se-
quential story of the postal history of the
Cape during the first British occupation, the
Batavian Republic, and the second British
occupation, ‘with particular attention to such
milestones of postal development as the first
dated letter-stamp, the first official letter-
stamps or “franks,” the issues (unofficial)
of postmasters’ private stamps and the
cachets of forwarding agents. Throughout
these chapters the illustrating is of a more
lavish character than any similar work has
attempted, and a vast deal of matter, both
in letterpress and pictures, now sees the
light of day for the first time.

And so the story is told in Mr. Jurgens’
Part I down to the time when the first
adhesive stamps, the ever famous Trianeu-
lars, made their appearance on the scene.

Part II (1853-1910) covers the period with
which the average philatelist is mainly con-
cerned. Apart from historical interest, this
saction of the work, although it deals pri-
marily with postmarks as distinet from
stamps, is the more valuable, It reveals,
more strikingly than any philatelic work the
writer has seen, how important can be the
interplay between the stamp and the can-
cellation it carries. Here, as in Part I, there
is a vast deal of neéw matter, the product
of much delving into achives and official
records — so often, as Jurgens more than
once laments, woefully incomplete. Among
its illustrations —— thanks to a recent re-
laxation of regulations, permitting reproduc-
tions of postage stamps in colour, so long
as they be obsolete issues — w= are given
illustrations of the sheets of the historic
“woodblock” in as nearly as possible the red
of the venny and the pale blue of ths four-
pence value.

Mr. Jurgens has been fortunate in his
helpers and collaborators, He gives gen-
erous acknowledgment to all. Particularly
he gives thanks to Dr. Harvey Pirie for
advice on the practical side of book-
production, and to Dr. Goldschmidt, of Cape
Town. and to Dr. P. J. Venter, of the Cape
Archives Department, “without whose assis-
tance thz work might never have reached
finality.” Yet when all is said and done,
it is the patient research extendine over
manv vears and the indomitable enthusisrsm
animating its anthor that have triumphed
over all difficulti»s, and hearty congratula-
tions will be extended to Mr. A. A. Jurgens
for a very notable work. P.C.B.
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Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used
copies wanted. Particularly Edward
and George. High prices willingly

paid.
William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes-
burg.

Collections Wanted to Buy.—Old and
Modern Collections, Single Rarities
and Errors, Duplicates and Office
Mixtures.

Prompt cash on acceptance of offer:

E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.),
117 Longmarket Street, Cape Town.

Australia, send 50 different South
African Stamps and receive 50
different Australian in return.

C.A. Brown, Box 12, Lidcombe, N.S.W.,
Australia,

Basutoland: Wanted covers, or stamps
postmarked in Basutoland before
1910.

Harding, Box 108, Ladybrand.

Wanted: Capes, Transvaals, Free State,
Natal, Protectorate, and Rhodesian

stamps.

Write: A, Nesemann, Box 36, Graaff
Reinet.

Liberia: Wanted collection, sets or single

stamps.
Angus Bennett, Box 733, Cape Town.

COLLECTORS' WANTS AND OFFERS

(Twopence per word per insertion with minimum of 2/- per insertion)

Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S.
covers and rarities wanted by
A. E. Basden, Box 288, Pretoria.

For Service, promptness and satisfac-
tion.

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni.
Phone 54-1692.

All South African Stamps wanted,
Wholesale quantities.

S. Curtis & Co., Ashhurst, New
Zealand.

Mr. E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom,
offers Blocks of South African Col-
onies and Union, also full range of
Entires.

Wanted: Gibbons catalogues whole world
edition or 2 parts 1939, ditto 1941.
Gibbons Stamp Monthly’s years 1942
and 1943—24 numbers. State price to

A. R. Sheard, Box 497, Lourenco
Marques.

Wanted: French Equatorial Africa Free
French overprints 4c olive (red) ditto
(black), 30c green (red), 30c blue
(red), 50c¢c chocolate (red), 1f blue-
green (red), 1.75 blue (black), 10f
violet (black), 3.75 air, 10/2.50 air.

Loxley Chamings, 97 Church Street,
Klerksdorp.

A FREE FRENCH CAMEROON ERROR.

Messrs. Whitfield King & Co., report having
come into the possession of sixty copies of the
50c green and carmine Free French issue of 1940
with the overprint ¢ Cameroun Francais, 27.8.40
inverted. This is part of a sheet of seventy-five
and of the remaining fifteen, twelve were sold in
cheap packets as normals. The sixty are being
offered at £12 each so long as the supply lasts.
There should be twelve lucky purchasers of packets.

MOZAMBIQUE.

Supplies of the large 1988 stamps appear to
be running short, for letters are now coming
through with the small “Lusiad” stamps of
1933, especially from Beira, where, of course,
these stamps were not formerly valid for use
as it was in the Mozambique Company’s
domain,

RECENT PRINTINGS OF AFRICAN
COLONIALS.

“Stamp Collecting’’ reports that the Crown
Agents have now released “recent printings”
(no longer called “reprints”) of Nyasaland
and other African colonies. Here are the
details:
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Nyasaland

Original printings 1938, creamy paper and
gum, perf. 123 (except 5s. p. 14).

New printings, March, 1944, white paper and
gum, perf. 123 x 12% (except 1s., which re-
mains 12}, and 5s, p. 14).

1d., 13d. and 2d. are in the December, 1942,
colours.

3d. is a slightly brighter blue.

4d. and 6d., colours as before.

9d. a deeper shade.

Is. orange, instead of reddish orange.

5s. (a De La Rue product, others being
Waterloo and Sons) changed from green and
red on yellow {o deep green and carmine on
thin paler yellow paper.

' (To be continued).
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Notes on the Union and S;W.A. Large War Issues

i+ By A. LICHTENSTEIN

August 1st, 1941, saw the first value of
the “large” war issue being put into circu-
lation. Tt was- the 38d., in the familiar
“Women’s contribution to the War Effort”
design, printed in blue. This stamp was
followed by the other denominations of this
series in the order and on the dates fol-
lowing, viz.:

4d. Chestnut (Coastal Defence Artillery),
August 28th, 1941.

6d. Orange (Steel Welder at work), Sep-
tember 3rd.

2d. Violet (Seaward Defence Force), Sep-
tember 15th.

1d. Carmine (Nursing and Medical Ser-
vices), October 38rd.

1s. Dark brown (Tank Corps), October
27th.

4d. Bright green (Infantry), November -

19th.

1%d. Bottle-green (Air Force), January
12th, 1942, L
Out of this total of eight denomlpz}tlons,

two (i.e., the 2d. and 1s.) were bilingual
stamps, the other six being arranged alterna~
tely in English and Afrikaans on each sheet;
and with the sole exception of the 6d. 'valu:e,
all unilingual stamps start with an Afrikaans
stamp first on the sheet. The vs{aterma.rk is
“multiple Springbok’s head” upright on the
1d., 1d., 13d., 3d. and 1s. values and sideways
(with horns pointing to the right) on the 2d.,
4d. and 6d. The perforation is 14 all round
tor- the 2d., 4d. and 6d., and 14% x 14% for
the other five values. 1 have not heard of
any values existing with inverted ‘watermark,
nor of any “joined sheets,” though the latter
are likely to exist. A “hardy annual” crop-
ping up every now and then in the overseas
philatelic press is the “smaller” stamp vari-
ety, sometimes offered by enterprising
dealers as a “rare” variety. This “smal-
ler” stamp is common to all  Union
rotary printed stamps (it also oceurs
on the recent Matabeleland Commemorative
of S. Rhodesia) in one row of practically every
gheet; the only exception being those few
sheets on which the perforating machine
registers exactly at the starting and finish-
ing points. Usually there appears to be a
minute shrinkage of the paper—about % to
1mm. over the length of a sheet—resulting
in the perforations gradually getting out of
register with the stamp design. To correct
this misalignment, the perforating mecha-
nism is adjusted to give proper centering,
and as the perforating is done while the
stamp sheets are still in roll form (prior to
being cut up into sheets), this adjustment
ig found in different positions on different
values and printings,

T have found the “smaller” stamps in the:
PR 1N ~wad AR and an the “hlank”
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marginal stamps; 1d. in row 10, and on the
“blank” marginal stamps; 1id. in rows 9,
and 10, and on the “blank” marginal stamps;
2d. in row 10 (vertical); 8d. in row 9; 4d.
and 6d. in row 11 (vertical); 1s. in row 13.
They can probably be found in other rows
of sheets from printings other than those
which I have examined. It should be borne
in mind that these “smaller” stamps exist
on all other Union stamps printed by roto-
gravure since 1932, and they have been re-
ported from time to time in these columns,
e.g., on page 123 of the November, 1942,
issue.

To revert to our “large” war issue, ac-
cording to official figures published in the
“S.A. Philatelist,” the following numbers
have been printed and issued (there are no
remainders!), and it may be appropriate at
this stage to attempt an analysis and tabu-
lation of these figures. Details of printings
are published quarterly only, and the allo-
cation of printings to the different colours
of the 2d. and 4d. values has been made on
this basis, which is the only guide we have.
The colours, or rather colour changes, were
made deliberately with express purpose of
eliminating certain yellow or orange pig-
ments used in the preparation of the ink;
they are not mere shade variations which
are liable to occur with printings running
into hundreds of thousands of sheets, and
they are therefore eligible to catalogue rank.

Let us take each denomination in their
order of value:

id.: First printing (Oct.-Dee., 1941), bright
yellow green, 112,000 sheets; second printing
(Jan.-March, 1942), deep blue green, 121,500
sheets; third printing (April-June, 1942),
pale greenish blue, 111,400 sheets.

1d.: Four printings, totalling 812,200
sheets. No material difference in colour,
except that later printings are more rose
than carmine, and paler.

14d.:  Three printings, totalling 351,500
sheets, the later printings here, too, being
paler.

2d.: One printing only, of 48,500 sheets.

3d.: Two printings, totalling 116,300
sheets; no shades worth mentioning.

4d.: First printing July-Sept., 1941, bright
chestnut, 45,250. sheets; second printing
April-June, 1942, chocolate, 17,400 sheets.

6d.: One printing of 68,500 sheets.

1s.: One printing of 78,300 sheets.

To arrive at the exact totals of “numbers
issued,” it is necessary to deduct from the
aforegoing figures the sheets overprinted for
S.W.A. which are as follows, viz.:

3d. Dbright green (1,400), blue-green
(1,000), pale greenish blue (5,000).

1d. (shades), 7,250 sheets.
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13d. (shades), 8,150 sheets.

2d., 2,650 sheets.

3d., 2,420 sheets.

4d., chestnut (1,420), chocolate (1,000).

6d., 2,450 sheets.

1s., 2,010 sheets.

As the unit for philatelic purposes is a
pair of stamps for all values excepting the
2d. and 1s., we now arrive at the following
illuminating tabulation for the Union large
war stamps, viz.:

3d., bright green, 110,600 sheets of 120

airs.

P 1d., blue green, 120,500 sheets of 120 pairs.
3d., pale blue, 106,400 sheets of 120 pairs.
1d. red (shades), 804,950 sheets of 120

pairs.

13d. bottie-green, 842,950 sheets of 120
pairs. . .

2d., violet, 44,850 sheets of 120 singles.

3d., blue, 118,880 sheets of 60 pairs.

4d., chestnut, 43,830 sheets of 60 pairs.

4d., chocolate, 16,400 sheets of 60 pairs.

6d., orange, 61,050 sheets of 60 pairs.
1s., deep brown, 76,290 sheets of 120 singles.

It will be seen that the “star turn” of this

issue is the 4d. chocolate (i.e, the second

colour), and also it will be surprising to many
to note the relatively small printing of the
2d. value. )

While all denominations (both Union and
S8.W.A.) are issued primarily for regular
postal duty, it is worth noting that the 3d.
and 1s. values were used very extensively
for other purposes, which tend to reduce
philatelic holdings to a considerable extent.
I am referring to the 3d. being used in large
quantities for petrol licences, and the 1s.
for telegrams. Both usages have to be con-
sidered when one tries to assess the rela-
tive scarcity of individual denominations. It
is therefore not unlikely that the 3d. and
1s. will eclipse the 4d. choecolate in actual
degree of rarity in time to come.

In my op=ning paragraph, I gave the dates
of issue of the various values, and I am now
appending the “closing dates,” with a “period
of currency” table. For all practical pur-
poses, the date of issue of the “Bantams”
can be taken as the closing date of the pre-
ceding large types, although undoubtedly
stocks of individual values were obtainable
at various P.0s after the dabes following.
They are:

3d. (all colours), issued Nov., 1941, super-
seded Oct., 1942: 11 months.

1d., issued Oct., 1941, superseded Jan.,
1948: 15 months.

13d., issued Jan., 1942, supersedsd = Aug.,
194%2: 7 months.

2d., issued Sept., 1941, superseded March,
1943: 18 months.

3d., issued .Aug., 1941, superseded Oct.,
1942: 14 months.

4d. (both colours), issued Aug, 1941,
superseded Oct., 1942: 14 months. . .-

6d., issued Sept., 1941, suparseded . Qct.,

1942: 13 months, S
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1s.,, issued Oct. 1941, superseded Nov.,
1942: 13 months.

Before concluding, I would recommend my
readers to study carefully the ridiculously
small figures of the S.W.A. printings. I have
not the slightest doubt that the time is not
far off when dealers and collectors alike will
wake up to the facts of the situation, and
lament missed opportunities which they had,
at the present low price levels.

Acknowledgement: Al the figures quoted
in the foregoing article have been taken
from the quarterly report of printings, as
released by the P.O.- Publicity Department,
and published in the S.A. Philatelist of De-
cember, 1941, March, June, August, Novem-
ber, 1942, and subsequent dates In the case
of the Bantams.

RUSKSIA : Teheran Conference. set of 2
values. 30 Kop. & 3 Rub, mint, per sct 6
FREE FRENCH EQUATORIAL AF-
RICA : 1 fres. green, black overprint,
mintorused .. .. .. .. .. .. .. @ 40 0
FREFE FRENCH CAMEROONS : Oenvres

de Guerre. mint, set of 3, per set 126 0

FREE ¥FRENCIHII LEVANT, sct of 9

mint, per set ..o .. .. .. .. L. 12 6

Wanted to buy collections of all counfries.
C.W.0. nett, post free.

R .OSBORNE

14 Old Arcade, 100 Market Street,
P.0. Dox 6710. JOHANNESBURG.

TIERRA DEL FUEGO.

Recent articles in two numbers of Stamps
deal with the local issued in 1891 by “King”
Popper to frank letters from Tierra del Fuego
to the nearest ports in Chile or Argentina.
They are translated from articles published
in the official organ of the Argentine postal
administration.

It seems fairly clear that the postal service
these stamps franked was a useful one in
places where there was no official service, al-
though apparently the issuing of the stamps
;r}?s “agin’ the law,” and hence their short
ife.

It seems equally clear that these stamps
should be listed under Argentina and not un-
der Chile (where Gibbons, and most cata-
logues, put them). Although most letters with
these stamps were sent to Chilean territory
and had Chilean stamps added for further
postage, the concession granted to Julio Pop-
per came from the Argentine Government
and lay in Argentine territory.

V V VY
AUSTRALIA—14 x 147 Perf.
. The 4d., 6d., 9d. and 1s. have now appeared
in this new perforation, The 5id. surcharge
has been stated as also having been met, but
this has since been contradicted.
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LOW PRICES—
GOOD VALUES

Basutoland current mint & BE e
Basutoland current used .. .. .. .. .
Bechuanaland current mint

Bechuanaland ecurrent used e
Northern Rhodesia current mint ..
Nyasaland current mint .. .. ..
Southern Rhodesia current mint .. .. ..
Southern Rhodesia current mint (includes
20. and 38.) .o wx wy ws v sw s ss i
South-West Africa pictorials mint 3d. to 1s.
S.W.A. Bantam current mint e e e
S.W.A. current 1s. 3d. Air mint pair ..
2 S.A. current 1s. 3d. Air used singles .. ..
8 Swaziland current mint .. .. .. .. ..

8 Swaziland eurrent used .. .. .. . o me e
9 Transjordan 1m to S50m current mint ..

€5 €0 00 00 00 00 00
O 02 ot
ho=sooa™

[
o
b
[=1/ )

|8

o

0
0
0
1

IS VOB P
o

Current S.A. supplied at face vafue plus 123 per
cent. (2s. 6d. per £).
Prices of shorier sets, singles and higher values of
the above supplied on request.

Also available: Modern Sweden, U.S.A., airmails and
others, used.

Nett. C.W.0. Add 4d. to orders under 7s. 6d. to
cover registration; 7s. 6d. and over, post free.

N.P. GREENHAM

18 COCHRANE, PLACE - - - DURBAN
AUSTRALIANS. <4

T o o
I s Mo, e 1000032 10 60 35 )
3 Xangaroo 1934. 10s., £1, £2. “Specimen” @ 15 0
5 Airmail “2 Hemispheres” 2d. to 1s. 6d. o
complete .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. @ 4 6
4 Sydney Bridge 2d. to 3d., fine used .. @ 2 6
3 Victoria Centenary, complete set, fineused @ 3 6
3 McArthur do do @ 7T 6
2 Anzac (Gallipoli) do do @ 3 6
3 1941 War Provisicnals do do @ 3 6
3 South Australia do do @ 2 ¢
3 New South Wales do do @ 2 6
4 Imperial Forces do do @ 6 6
3 1941 War Provisionals do do @ 3 6
22 1937/42 3d. to Bs. do do @ 6 6
1 1938. 10s. ‘Specimen” 2 .@ 5 6
11 1937/42. 3d. to 3%d. all mint .. .@ 38 ¢

C.W.0. Post I'ree.

A. LICHTENSTEIN

P.0. Box 576,
BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S.
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EGYPT.

Lieut. J. P. Shingler has forwarded the
following cutting from the “BEgyptian Mail”’
of 28th April, together with specimens of the
commemoration stamp. This is of 10 mill
value, in purple, with a large head and shoul-
ders portrait of the late King Fuad:—

‘“ Egypt commemorates to-day the anniver-
savy of the death of King Fuad, father of
King Faruk.

‘“ Bight years ago to-day King Ahmed
Fuad died at Kubbeh Palace at the age of 68.

“King Faruk, who was then studying in
England, came back to Egypt to become the
second King of Egypt at the age of 16.

“ H.M. the King will visit his father’s tomb
at the El-Rifai Mosque this morning. Prayers
will be recited this afternoon at the Mosque.

“King Fuad commemoration stamps will be
issued to-day, and will be valid for one
month. The Postal administration intended
issuing 850,000 stamps, but will issue more
since collectors have already ordered 650,000.”

Information given Mr. Shingler at the
Philatelic Bureau of the G.P.0. differed
slightly from this. According to the Bureau
the issue was of 800,000 only, and the stamps
were on sale only for the one day, although
valid for one month.

He adds that the Postal Authorities are
very sticky about giving out information.
No authentic statement has yet been made
about the numbers of the Princess Ferial over-
prints of November last, so it seems unlikely
that it will be available soon for the King
Fuad memorials. Sales behind the scene of
sheets and sheets to speculators appear to be
much more important than sales at P.O.
counters to the public.

VV VYV
U.S.8.R. “TEHERAN ” STAMPS.

Mr. Osborne, of Johannesburg, has shown us
specimens of the two
U.S.S.R. stamps (30k.
and 38r. values) issued
in commemoration of
the Teheran Confer-
ence. The stamps are
in slate black with the
flags in their appro-
priate colours. The
dedication (free trans-
lation) reads ‘Long live the Anglo-Soviet-
American Allied Victory—Stalin.”’

VVVYy
ESSAYS AND PROOFS.

Collectors in the U.S.A. specially interested
in Essays and Proofs have gotten together,
founded an Essay-Proof Society, and issued
No. 1, Vol. 1 of a quarterly magazine “The
Essay-Proof” Journal” which is to serve as
a vehicle for publication of articles dealing
with this branch of philately. Clarence W,
Brazer is the Editor and S. G. Rich the Busi-
ness Manager of the journal. It is a very
scholarly production and should appeal to
specialists in this field.
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WANTED
)

FORMOSA —AIl 1888 and 1895 issues.

HONGKONG—S.G. 18-31-96, F1, F2
¥ (or F5) F3 (or F).

JAPANTS.G. 80, 449, 452, 460, 461,

LABUAN—S.G. 11, 37, 38, 77, 78, 80, 98,
209, 140, 141, 142.

MONGOLIA—Al 1925 - 1926 - 1927 - 1931
issues.

DUTCH INDIES—S.G. 210a, 21la, 211e,
211b, 225, 237, 241, 195, 214a, 251, 253,
254, 347a.

NORTH BORNEO-—S.G.2 - 8 -9 - 54,-65,
85, 108, 140, 143, 182, 183, D5, D7, DS,
D11, D15, D44, D49.

TRANSJORDANIA—S.G.10, 14, 16,17,18,
19, D33, D34, D37.

PERSIA—S.G. 57, 207, 226, 392, 411, 412,
413, 426, 447, 461, 463, 464, 550, 620, 622,
623, 624, 625, 626, 627, 628, 629, 630, 632,
633, 655, 656, 661, 663, 664, 665, 666. 667,
668, 669, 670, 671, 672, 673, 682, 683, 684,
685, 686, 687, 712a, 714, Tl4a, 714b, 721,
7217, 7166, 760, 761, 763, 764, 765, 766, 767,
783, 784, 791, 804, 808, 807, 808, 810, 020,
029, F1, F5.

INDIAN STATES—Many normal issues re-
quired of all Indian Native States up to
1033 issues.

FRENCH COLONIES—A few hundred
normal issues to 1933 required.

PORTUGUESE COLCNIES—Many space-
fillers required.

ITALIAN COLONIES—Many space-fillers
required.

ROUMANIA—8.G. 444, 446, 447, 555a, 611,
656, 6254, 673, 674, 705, 710, 700, 701, 702,
703, 731, 7321, 785, 760, 763, 765, 766, 767,

. .168, 787,750,C84, C85, C86, C87, C88, C89,
De, 025, 09, 010, D194, D197.

One copy of each of above required.
Mint for preference.

High prices for perfect copies.

Want list of other countries on
application.

E. HUNT
Box 2437, JOHANNESBURG
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Society News
oclety News

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG

President, I'. J. H. Lang; Hon. Secretary, L.
Buchen, Box 4967, Johanneshurg; AMeetings, 2nd
Tuesdays, Public Library, Johannesburg, 7.45 p.m.

April.—In the absence of the President, our Vice-
President, Mr. William Redford, took the chair.

Two new members were elected.

Notes of the month were read by Mr., I, Isaacs.

Mr. L. Buchen conducted the usual monthly auction
of members’ contributions, and war funds benefited to
the extent of £4 13s. 9d.

Dr. J. H, Harvey Pirie read a paper on the local
stamps of Wolmaransstad, and in his remarks brought
out much new information, 'a great deal of which he
fortunately was able to secure from the gentleman in
whose house these stamps were actually produced. Dr.
Pirie’s paper has been published in the columns of this
magazine,

In commenting on Mr. W. Oppenheim’s exhibit of
modern Austrian stamps, Mr, L, Buchen pointed out
that the stamps exhibited spot-lighted the lively history
of Austria during the past generation. Mr. Oppenheim
made a fewt introductory remarks concerning his in-
teresting exhibit in which he pointed out that many of
the sets of stamps which are now very valuable he
obtained as a lad at face value. He particularly re-
marked about the 10s. Dolfus stamp, a full sheet of
which he requested his mother to purchase for him,
but, alas, before she could do so all of the remaining
stocks of this issue were burnt by the invading Ger-
man troops.

Mr, J. Robertson ecalled our attention to four new
sets of stamps which were to be on sale on April 12th
for use in four of the islands which are classed as
dependencies of the Falkland Islands, but which are,
in fact, several hundred miles away from the main
group, Possibly there may be some bona fide justi-
fication for the issuance of these four new sets, but
in view of the meagre population of these island out-
posts and the indifferent communications existing be-
tween them and the civilised world, it would seem
that the main purpose of these four sets will be to
increase the number of pages in stamp albums,

May.—One new member was elected.

Notes of the month, which included several interest-
ing items from overseas journals, especially the Aus-
ﬁralian Stamp Monthly, were read by Mr., F. E. Ing-
am,

Auction of new issue and items contributed by
members realised £4 10s, for our War Funds.

There were four Tyro exhibits tabled by Messrs.
H. Schwartz, A. Gladstone, W. G. Davis and D. W.
Sutcliffe. In expressing the thanks of the mem-
bers to the four exhibitors, Mr, Oppenheim expressed
the opinion that the variety and quality of material
exhibited by these four Tyro’s was one of the best
we have ever had on any Tyro evening.

Both Mr. H. Schwartz and Mr. D. W. Sutcliffe ex-
hibited stamps of Rhodesia, the latter collection being
more extensive in beth mint and wused conditions.
However, Mr. Schwartz’s exhibit was especially good
considering the fact that he has been collecting these
stamps during the past two years only., Mr. A. Glad-
stone’s exhibit consisted of stamps of the U.S.A. and
U.S.S.R., all modern issues mounted on nubian sheets.

Mr, W. G. Davis’s exhibit of the stamps of India
and Indians as used abroad was an unusually good
exhibit, and in the opinion of Mr. Oppenheim, de-
served first place among the four collections shown.

+ H.E.B.

O.F.S. & BASUTOLAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY

President, Mr. C. A. Larsen; Hon. RSecretary,
Mr. R. G. Lyon, Box 702, Bloemfontein: Meetings,
3rd Fridays each month, Oranje Koffiehuis, Bloem-
fontein, 7.30 p.m.

While all meetings lately have been kept success-
fully informal as far as possible, part of the Aprli
meeting had to be taken up by formal business which
had to be attended to, Amongst other points and
questions settled, it was decided for various reasons,
to start future meetings at 7.30 p.m.

Discussions about philatelic problems took place, and
the question, put forward by a “raw beginner,”
“What is collectable - in philately?’ was suitably
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answered by advanced collectors to the effect that it
was one of the fascinations of our hobby to have no
rules or limitations and that everybody could collect
according to his taste and liking.

The evening’s display was provided by Mr. T, Sacks
whose collection of Lithuania was a good representa-
tion of this country’s stamps.

The following syllabus was drawn up for the next
few months: May, Mr, H, L. Kaplan (Revenue
stamps) ; June, Flight-Lieut. G. W. Horton (Egyp-
tiang) and Mr, A. Scheffer (Holland); July, Dr. K.
Freund (25 pages of Mafeking blocks); August, Mr.,
M, Liss (Free French stamps) and Mr. W. S. Robert-
son (Basutoland, especially pre-stamp period).

Three new members were enrolled.

+

CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
President, K. Alexander; Hon. Secretary, S. Kag-
anson, telephone 5-3092, ¢/ Sandler Bros., Salt
River; Meetings, 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the
month at Yorkshire Buildings, Strand Street, at 7.30

K.F.

p.m.

April 27th.—Mr. Alexander in the chair. Mr. O.
Hansen displayed his fine collection of stamps of
Denmark. His collection was most representative
and contained many rarities. Both early and later
issues were strongly represented. An interesting item
shown was the 2 ore on 5 ore provisional issued in
in 1919 and wused in Torshavn, Faroe Islands. The
whole collection was beautifully mounted and won-
derfully written up, Mr. Hansen being a pastmaster
in the art of penmanship.

Thursday, 11th May. Mr. K. Alexander in .the
chair. There wasg an excellent attendance at our
meeting this evening, over 50 members and visitors
being present; possibly the change of venue from
Medical House may have accounted for the large at-
tendance; or was it Mr., Cock’s exhibit which he de-
scribed as a ¢ Philatelic Medley” which drew the
crowd, or merely idle -curiosity? Anyway, it was
pleasing to see the big audience. The exhibit by
Mr. Cock one might almost describe as a * Novelty
Display,” as he showed a number of sheets with
quite unusual items rarely seen at philatelic exhi-
bitions; e.g. stamps in reverse showing various
watermarks; also the 2d. Blue British Ivory Head
stamps with advertisements, etc., on back, overprints
of various countries, off-sets, etc. Then there were
sheets of stamps depicting art maps, cathedrals, sport,
etc. The stamps of Great Britain overprinted M.E.F.
showing both square and round stops, the latter Mr.
Cock considered particularly scarce. There were many
more -interesting stamps shown, and the whole ex-
hibit was quite a remarkable effort. The writing up,
or rather, hand-printing, giving details of each sheet
of stamps was outstanding, Messrs, Russouw and
Ashmead commented on the collection and Mr., Alex-
ander moved a hearty vote of thanks to the exhibi-
tor in most eulogistic terms.

It is pleasing to record that the Soclety’s effort in
connection with the * Liberty Cavalcade’” resulted in
a cheque for the sum of £465 being handed over to
the fund after paying incidental expenses so that
our aim set for £500 was virtually realised, a grand
bit of work of all concerned, and particularly to
our very energetic secretary and treasurer.

+ W.A.

EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY

President, Mr. A. Watson; Hon. Secretary, Mr.
8. F. Fowler, P.O. Box 168. Meetings, Colosseum
Bu'lding, 2nd Fridays, 7.45 p.m.

In spite of the cold and inclement weather, there
was 'a good attendance of both members and visitors
at the May meeting, Among the latter we were very
pleased to welcome once again our old friend,, Mr.
A. E. Basden, ex-president of the Pretoria Philatelic
Society. #e will be a decided acquisition for the
period of his stay here.

The usual business matters having' been dealt with,
various interesting philatelic items were passed round,
including pre-stamp English covers, * Tin-can” Mail
entires, etc., following which Mr. Ritter gave a very
fine display of Liechtenstein and Avstralia, the for-
mer in particular being most complete and uncom-
mon. Most of the elusive varieties of the Kangarco
_and K.‘G‘,V issues of Australia‘_ were also noticeable,
T——— e L I AR IR Nt
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pence,” the re-entry on the 13d. Centenary of West-
ern Australia, ete.

Following the tea inierval, Mr., Courlander ex-
hibited his collection of the rectangular issues of the
Cape of Good Hope, practically complete, mint and
used. Outstanding items were half a 6d, used with
a 1d. single on a piece to make up the 4d. rate; a
vertical pair of the “8” on 3d. mint, showing both
types of “3”; the 1d. on 2d. with double surcharge;
the errors in the early surcharges, including that
mystery stamp the 3d. on 4d., but surcharged on the
4d. with the outer line. The last item also had the
error ‘“ PENCB.”

T.A.H.

+

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY

President, Mr. Ferguson; Hon. Secretary, M, A.
wWager, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mon-
days, 8 p.m.,, Technical College.

May 1.—Mr. Ferguson in the chair. i A

Mr. Hawke reviewed some recent rises in prices of
stamps. L.

Dr. Broom gave a talk on Transvaal varieties. He
pointed out that owing to forgeries, reprints and
different papers used, Transvaal stamps had been
unpopular for a long time, but with the recently
published work by Curle and Basden most of the
difficulties had been removed. The book described
over 60 Transvaals rarer than P.O. Mauritius. 1f
one starts to plate the various issues, the number
of varieties becomes much greater. Dr. Broom tabled
a fine lot of early Transvaals, including about twb.
dozen types of which he believes there are less than
20 examples in existence and also four or five stamps
which are fairly certain to be unique.

May 15.—Mr, Ferguson in the chair.

Mr. Hawke read an extract on the 5s. Commemora-
tive of Australia,

Mr. Oppenheim gave a very instructive talk on
some of the cheaper stamps with a financial future.
Some stamps, on account of demand or because a
smaller number had been issued, not only became
valuable. but the sets in which they appeared became
more difficult of completion and therefore more valu-
able also. Mr, Oppenheim went carefully through
nearly the whole catalogue of British colonies in this
way and showed that there were lots of stamps that
would pay to look after. i

Dr, Broughton had a nice exhibit of specimen stamps
and colour trials.

H.AW.

+
NYASALAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY

President, Mr. C. Stevens: Hon. Secretary, Mr.
Anson; Meetings, 2nd or 3rd Mondays, Tobacco
Auction Rooms, Limbe, 5 p.m. .

March 18th.—This was the annual general meeting
and was mainly concerned with reports of t,he
Society’s financial position and activities and election
of office bearers for the ensuing twelvemonth.

April 17th.—The President showed sheets of the
current 4d. stamp, one of the first printing, one
of a later printing with whiter gum and paper. Two
new members were elected. Books of stamps for sale
were circulated, but attention was drawn to the dif-
ficulty of getting selections at the present time. »

+
PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY

President, G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec., C. W. Shef-
field, P.0O. Box 88; Meetings, Room 5, City Hall, 1st
and 3rd Tuesdays.

May 18th was our 32nd annual general meeting,
with 35 members present.

Reviewing the year’s work, it was mentioned that
the membership was now 79, War efforts through
stamps had raised £400 since outbreak, £168 going
to flocal funds, the vest to British funds through the
Lord Mayor of London, There were 11 members on
active service and one vreturned through ill-health.
Exchange packets had resulted in sales for the year
to an amount of £197. First Tuesdays were * auc-
tion and social nights,” third Tuesdays for more for-
mal business and exhibits,

Mr. Sheffield had now completed 20 years as Hon.
Secretary, and a cheque was presented to him as a
token of thanks for his services.

After election of office bearers, which Was mainly

» onca of vo.olection  tha meatine toviminats,
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How fortunate you are |

IN how many other countries, today, can
thousands of civilians still travel for pleasure

or on private business?

This is the fifth year of a war that has
disrupted the life of millions almost beyond con-
ception—but you can still sleep in peace in your
normally full compartment, still have meals
served to you on the journey, still arrive punc-

tually and safely at your destination.

You can’t all travel whenever you wish because
accommodation is necessarily limited, and comfort
and service occasionally fall short of pre-war
standards, but—how fortunate you are to be able

to travel at all!

DO NOT TRAVEL UNLESS YOU MUST

South African Railways

Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News Agency,
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PUBLICATIONS

By LOWE

* THE REGENT CATALOGUE (ADHESIVE).

VOLUME II is published every March and September, and includeg all issues
to date Price 3 /3 Post Free.

Throughout above volume the prices listed are as near as possible market
prices: in addition Gibbons’ and Scott’s catalogue numbers are cross-referenced
with Regent numbers for those collectors whose collections are based on these
catalogues. '

The current edition of Volume II will bring you

right up to date with the British Empire Market.

* THE HANDSTRUCK CATALOGUE (1661-1900).

This is the only catalogue of Handstruck Postage Stamps of the British Empire,
and lists every known recorded marking with prices. All Provisional Hand-
struck Stamps issued prior to 1900 are listed, and those in use in Great Britain
from 1840 to 1853 are catalogued in detail. The historical data included is
invaluable to the collector—as is the catalogue itself, Price 11/_ Post Free.

which includes the December 1942 Supplement. The latter can be obtained
separately Price 1/6 plus 2(, postage.

All enquiries to

ROBSON LOWE LTD.

50, PALL MALL, LONDON, SW.L

Abbey 4034.
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Confident

when
Buying and Selling

This very grateful tribute to the quality of the
service provided by Harmer’s Bond Street Stamp Auctions
is but one of the many hundreds of compliments that we
receive each season.

The success of Harmer’s Bond Street Stamp Auctions
is the fruit of more than 50 years’ consistent effort to
provide a perfect service and complete satisfaction for
Vendor and for Buyer.

Every feature of every sale at Harmer’s of Bond
Street is handled by experts—men whose wide experience
enables them to reveal those little extra points of a stamp
that enable the distant Buyer to bid confidently and in
complete security, and ensure for the Vendor a fair price
for his stamps.

That is why almost all the great collections are placed
with Harmer’s of Bond Street for dispersal—why more than
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond
Street Stamp Auctions—why Harmer’s have a larger turn-
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer.

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues.
Our brochure “Selling Stamps at Auction” also is free to
prospective Vendors.

H. R. HARMER

The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer
ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS.

i 39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1,
\1 ENGLAND.

l'

i

Cables: “HARMER’S BOND STREET LONDON.”
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UNION NOTES

- Our heartiest congratulations to Mr. Jurgens
on his having been elected a Fellow of “The
Royal.” This is no mere elevation through
lapse of time and seniority, but real promotion
for merit and good work.

Strictly speaking this,.of course, is not a
‘“‘Union’” Note. Albert’s spiritual home is in
Cape Colony; it is only by force of circum-
stances beyond his control that physically he
has to reside in the Union.

Postal Stationery.

It rather looks as if soon we wouldn’t have
any . All that could be produced in response to
a recent request at the Johannesburg Post
Office was small-sized registered envelopes and
pictorial posteards. .
Mtubatuba Postmarks.

Mr., T. F. Fick, of Bremersdorp, records
some interesting quick changes in postmarks at
Mtubatuba in 1939. On 25.8.39 there was a
double circle mark with name at top and a
heavy black bar between circles at the bottom ;
on 17.9.39 a similar double circle but a blank
in place of the heavy bar, and; finally, on
25.9.39 an oval rubber stamp with Post Office
—Poskantoor at top, Mtubatuba at bottom
date across the centre.

SPANISH “GOYA” REPRINTS.

“Stamps’ warns collectors that the private
party who mnow owns the plates of these
stamps is making reprints with a lovely selec-
tion of errors—imperfs., wrong colours, printed
on both sides, ete., ete.

} LIVE AND LEARN.

A writer in “Stamps’ states that a mother
pelican and her hungry brood decorate a new
50c¢ postal tax stamp from Mozambique. This
colony, he goes on to say, is conscious of its
wild life and proud of its great Kruger National
Park. Curiously enough, we ave also proud
of it in the Union!

0.V.S. POSTALLY USED FISCALS.

In the April issue, Mr. C. Jos. Oberholzer
writes, “Regarding the ‘Geregistreered’ boxed
cancellations; I cannot understand any collector
maintaining that this is a postal cancellation
used on Tregistered envelopes, ete. "It is noth-
ing of the sort. It is a canccllation used in
the Deeds Office in those days. . . . "’

A correspondent draws attention to the fact
that a boxed “Geregistreered” mark does
occur on the envelopes of postally registered
letters from the O.V.S. of the eighties and
nineties. It is a mark which is indistinguish-
able from the marks found cancelling fiscal
stamps on deeds, although it is not, indeed,
cancelling stamps, fiscal or postal, but is taking
the place of the registered lables of our time.

This occurrence, of course, does mot invali-
date Mr. Oberholzer’s general conclusion that
fiscal stamps so cancelled were fiscally used. It

“might have been possible, however, that the

mark was at times used in error actually to
cancel stamps on letters, but perhaps, it would
be better to wait and see if any such use can
actually be proved by specimens. -

©

Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIALS
should get into touch with me AT ONCE

Selections of choice Mint or Used

"AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Ete.,
on approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue, REFERENCES ESSENTIAL.

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England
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REVIEWS

BUYING AND SELLING STAMPS:

The latest oversea mail brought us from two
of our regular advertisers the annual reports
of their activities for 1942-43. These were re-
spectively Mr. H. R. Harmer, of Bond Street,
London (in association with "H. R. Halmer
Inc., of New York), and Messrs. Robson Lowe,
Ltd., London. It 1s obvious from reading their
reports that stamp sales and auctions are being
carried out under many difficulties (stoppage
of importation, shortage of staff, shortage of
paper, damage by enemy action, etc.), and yet
their ~turnover increases. And as for prices
realised—it looks as if all the world, and his
wife as well, were investing in stamps'

Messrs. Robson Lowe, Ltd., have ordinary,
specialised and Postal History ’Auction Sales at
50, Pall Mall, London, also sales at Bourne-
mouth every six weeks. Subsidiaries are The
Regent Stamp Company, Exchange Clubs, Em-
pire Catalogue and the monthly ‘‘Philatelist.”’
Mr. Robson Lowe himself has published re-
cently under the auspices of the Postal History
Society a finely illustrated volume entitled
‘“‘Masterpieces of Engraving,”’” the proceeds
from the sale of this go to the Red Cross and
St. John Fund. -

Some sales during the period under review
are: Great Britain, block of six 1d. black on
cover, £150; £1 brown lilac of 1867-80, mint,
£50; 1935 21d. Prussian blue, £32. Capes,
many, including a Woodblock 4d. vermilion
error, good-looking but repaired, £150.

We regret to learn that subsequent to the
time covered by this report enemy action has
again afflicted Robson Lowe; ILtd. Bombs
wrecked their Regent Street offices; now they
have ‘‘copped’” it again in Pall Mall. For-
tunately none of the staff were injured and
the precautions taken to safeguard the stamps
were adequate. There is sufficient of the vaults
left to ecarry on business, although the
auctions have had to be transferred to Od-
denino’s Hotel. Hitler evidently does not like
him but, like London, he can take it and
carry on,

Mr. H. R. Harmer has moved his London
office across the street to 39-42, New Bond
Street, where they will carry on their auctions
and sales by private treaty as before. Amongst
their sales recorded in the resumé the follow-
ing might be mentioned as of special South
African interest:—

Basutoland, officials, 2d. and 6d.

pairs of each used on piece, £160
. Bechuanaland 5s. (S.G. 54), £15 58. ;

Cape triangulars, several fine items at well

over full catalogue prices;

Lagos 10s, (S.G, 29), £60;

Nyasaland, K.E. 2d. and 4d. mult. C.A.,

£440 (a rise from £230 in 1934, when these
were last -sold).

-8t. Helena, 15s. broken flag -variety, -£38.

vertical
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‘Sierra Leone, 1d. 198-41, pair imperf. be-

tween £87-10.

It is noted that in their American business
shortage of material is now being felt; prices
there are hardening and may in future approxi-
mate to those obtaining in London.

STANLEY GIBBONS’ Postage Stamp Cata-

logue, 49th ed., Part I, 1944, Price 10s. 6d.
nett, postage extra.

This edition has not involved resetting of
type and replacement of illustrations, as was
the case with the 1942 edition. But, owing to
shortage of staff and other difficulties all new
stamps issued since that edition are placed by
themselves in a supplement.

The very many price alterations, however,
have been effected in the lists themselves. But,
as the changes were closed to go to press in
November, many are probably out-of-date al-
ready owmg to the rapidly rising market.

Most British stamps are up, the lowest priced
1d. black being now 20s., and the £1 green
K.G, V has the spectacular rise to £15 mint.

The first 10r of Aden figures at £6 mint,
whereas at recent auctions it has actually
fetched £10.

Almost all colonial stamps of K.G. V are up,
the various commemoration sets being more in
accordance with recent market movements.
Star items are the Falkland Is. £1 at £30, the
15s. St. Helena at £40, and the Malta MCA
10s. at £42.

LOCAL POSTAGE STAMPS, Priced Catalogue,

Part 4, compiled by E. F. Hurt and L, N.
& M. Williams. Price 5s,

Previous parts of this catalogue have been
noticed as they appeared. ‘The present one in-
cludes the issues lying alphabetically from
Ribon (Colombia) to Trondhjem (Norway). It
was expected that four parts would finish the
catalogue, but a fifth will be needed.

The Tati Concessions Co. is the only South
African item coming into this part, but the
general interest of it comes well up to the
standard of its predecessors and, as usual, all
items are very well illustrated.

Several items which appear in most ‘‘or-
dinary’’ catalogues are to be found here, e.g.,
Samoa Express, Suez Canal, Thurn & Taxis,
Tierra del Fuego and Trinidad (Lady
McLeod).

-  PACKETS.
50 British Empire .. .. .. .. 1/-
100 do do B ¥/
250 do do e e e .. 20/-
50 British Africans .. .. .. .. 2/8
75 do do P 4
100 do do” .. ...... 6/0
200 do do ce e ee .. 1B/-
50 Foreigns .. .. .. .. .. .. 1/-
25 Pictorials .. .. .. .. .. .. /-
25 Coronations e e e .. .. 6/6
25 Great Britain ..’ .. .. .. .. 6d.
25 India .. .. .. .. ..-.. .. 6d

: J. CHAMBERS
50 Parliament Street,
PORT ELIZABETH
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Special Stocktaking
Offer

FREE FRENCH
PROVISIONAL
OVERPRINTS

No “definitives” are included, and
stamps from only the following Colonies,
viz.: Cameroons, Somaliland, Madagas-
car, India, Reunion, Equatorial Africa,
New Hebrides, Wallis & Futuna, and
New Caledonia.

Every packet is excellent value and
can be used as a nucleus for forming a
collection of these interesting issues. I
offer:

Price
65 all different, from 9 Colonies £3 10 0
110 do do 10 10 0
150 do do 18 10 0
175 do do 22 10 0
200 do do 28 10 0
225 do do 35 10 0
250 do do 48 10 0

Nett, cash with order, post free.

In the higher-priced collections will
be found stamps offered by London
dealers at Pounds each. As each collec-
tion has to be compiled individually as

orders are received, they cannot be sent

on approval.

Guarantee: Any of these packets will
be taken back by me, at their full price,
if the purchaser decides on acquiring
one of the larger collections instead. I
can also supply these collections
mounted in a ring-book album, at a cost
of 17s. 6d. extra.

P.O. Box 576,
BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S.

I
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WANTED
[ ]

FORMOSA—AIl 1888 and 1895 issues.

HONGKONG—S8.G. 18-31-96, Fl, F2
(or F5) F3 (or F6).

JAPAN—S.G. 80, 449, 452, 460, 461.

LABUAN-—S.G. 11, 37, 38, 77,78, 80, 96,
209, 140, 141, 142,

MONGOLIA—AII 1925 - 1926 - 1927 - 1931
issues.

DUTCH INDIES—S.G. 210a, 21la, 2l1lc,
211b, 225, 237, 241, 195, 214a, 251, 253,
254, 347a.

NORTH BORNEO--8.G.2 - 8-9-54,-65,
85, 108, 140, 143, 182, 183, D5, D7, DS,
D11, D15, D44, D49.

TRANSJORDANIA—S.G.10, 14, 16,17, 18,
19, D33, D34, D37.

PERSIA—8.G. 57, 207, 226, 392, 411, 412,
413, 426, 447, 461, 463, 464, 550, 620, 622,
623, 624, 625, 626, 627, 628, 629, 630, 632,
633, 665, 656, 661, 663, 664, 665, 666, 667,
668, 669, 670, 671, 672, 673, 682, 683, 684,
685, 686, 687, 712a, 714, 714a, 714b, 721,
721, 766, 760, 761, 763, 764, 765, 766, 767,
783, 784, 791, 804, 806, 807, 808, 810, 020,
029, F1, F5.

INDIAN STATES-—Many normad issués re-
quired of all Indian Native States up to
1933 issues.

FRENCH COLONIES—A few hundred
normal issues to 1933 required.

PORTUGUESE COLONIES—Many space-
fillers required.

ITALIAN COLONIES—Many space-fillers
required.

ROUMANIA—S.G. 444, 446, 447, 555a, 611,
656, 625a, 673, 674, 705, 710, 700, 701, 702,
703, 731, 7321, 785, 760, 763, 765, 766, 767,
768, 787, 790, C84, C85, C86, C87, C88, C89,
Ds, 025, 09, 010, D194, D197.

One copy of each of above required.
Mint for preference,

High prices for perfect copies.

Want list of other countries on
application.

E. HUNT
Box 2437, JOHANNESBURG




78 - THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST.

-

; HANDSTRUCK LETTER STAMPS OR
i STAMPLESS COVERS

bnwe

I have been hauled over the coals by Mr.
Stephen G. Rich, of Verona, New Jersey,
U.S.A., for daring to call the marks on our
pre-stamp covers Handstruck Letter Stamps.

Shortly after this I received an American
publication known as “ STAMP REVIEW”
or “DON HOUSEWORTH’S INTERNA-
TIONAL STAMP REVIEW,” Vol. 23, No.
9, October, 1943. This publication is a
monthly magazine for the stamp and cover
collector.

On page 5 of this journal, I was pulled
to pieces by a writer by name of Jed Jones,
and this is what Mr. Jed Jones had to say:

“ Another of the confusing oddities of
wording in connection with the older covers
is calling the town or rate marks ‘Letter

Stamps.” It’s not a bit better than the

comic ‘Handstruck Stamps’ that one Bob

Lowe tried to wish on to us and almost

got away with it. It has this much more

in itg favour: that was the term officially
used for these marks in their day. But
it’s still a case of outworn or vanished
usage, like calling 5 cents a ‘half dime’ as
it was actually inscribed on our first coins
of that value. A. A. Jurgens, a real stamp
scholar, who not only ‘ought to’ know bet-
ter,. but does know better, commits this
in the title of his book on Cape of Good

Hope now in press in Cape Town. T pre-

seribe Jurgens’ Lotion for his feelings

when he reads this!”

The sequel to this was rather funny: Tt
so happened that the above-mentioned maga-
zine was sent to me by Mr. Rich himself,
and in the covering letter Mr. Rich tells me
that I am quite wrong in calling these old
postal markings Letter Stamps just because
they were at the time of usage known as
such, and as a comparison Mr. Rich says,
“ We would not call a motor car a horseless
carriage as they did in the nineties,” and in
reply 1 simply “let off steam” and told Mr.
Rich what I thought of Mr. Jed Jones: it
was a pretty candid opinion!

Two days after my reply to Mr. Rich had
been posted, T received another letter from
him (which had evidently come by the same
mail) and in this letter he says: “ You will
be interested in the Jed Jones Column on
page 5, especially the first paragraph. 1
might explain that I have written the Jed
Jones Column for this paper for more than
five years. You also need to know that ths
‘Jurgens’ Lotion’ reference is, as you might
not guess, more than a pun on your name.
Jurgens’ Lotion is a well-known skin cream
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extensively used in this country . ... so the
idea is to emphasise that Jed doesn’t want
you to feel irritated at the remarks.”

I need make no further reference to the
Jed Jones remarks, except to say that the
Bob Lowe referred to there is meant for
Mr. Robson Lowe who, I believe, is really re-
sponsible for the increased amount of inter-
est and more serious study of these pre-stamp
covers in Great Britain to-day.

If there is anything that has been wrongly
named it is our present day adhesive postage
stamp. Let us consult the dictionary and
see what the word “stamp” really means.

In Webster’s Dictionary although many
meanings of the word are given, such as
“That which stamps. Any instrument for
making impressions, or imprints, on other
bodies.” “The mark, impression, design, or
the like, made by stamping or imprinting;
especially such a mark or impression used
to give a distinctive value or force to some-
thing.”

Although the same dictionary says fur-
ther: “A stamp or printed device or slip of
paper, issued by the Government at a fixed
price, and required by law to be affixed to,
or stamped on, certain papers or things, as
evidence that the Government dues are paid;
as a postage stamp, revenue stamp, ete.”

Notwithstanding this, however, with wvery
few exceptions, such as the issue of the New
Republic in 1886-87, all our postage stamps
have been printed, not stamped. These New
Republic issues could easily therefore be
called “Handstruck Adhesive Stamps.”

The comparison between a motor car and
a handstruck stamp is, in my opinion, quite
wrong, firstly, because the former is to-day
known throughout the length and breadth
of the world so that it would be quite un-
necessary to refer to it as a horseless car-
riage. ,

In the case of the latter, however, how
many people would know what you were
referring to if you merely used the word
“Letter Stamp”? TIn ninety-nine cases out
of a hundred, it would be thought that you
were referring to our ordinary present day
adhesive stamps and that by adding the word
“Letter” you were referring to a postage
stamp.

To go further, if we to accept the opinion
of our American cousins in this respect, how
are we going to differentiate between a
letter stamped by hand 'with a device in-
tended for the purpose of denoting that post-
age had been paid, and an ordinary official
letter entitled to be conveyed through the
post free of postage if we are going to call
them ‘“Stampless Covers”?

As I have explained, all adhesive postage
labels used for the prepayment of postage
are to-day known as “Stamps” so that all
official letters (which do not require these
adhesive stamps) would or should come un~
der the same category as “Stampless
Covers.”
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Prior to the 6th of May, 1840, when Great
Britain brought into use the adhesive postal
label, letters which had to be conveyed
through the Post Office were hand-stamped
with a certain device which at that time
served the same purpose as does the adhe-
sive postage label which is to-day called a
stamp.

In the Post Office at the Cape of Good
Hope from the year 1792, when the first
hand-stamping of letters to indicate pay-
ment of postage, viz.,, the V.0.C. handstamp
of 6 Stuivers, was brought into use, it Wwas
referred to as “Brief Zegel” (Letter Stamp),
but never “Post Zegel” (Postage Stamp).
During the whole of the British occupation
from 1795 to 1803 and again from 1806 to
1853, when adhesive postage stamps were
introduced, these postal markings were
never referred to by any other name but
“Letter Stamps.”

Why then should we be told that we are
wrong when we adhere to the old and origi-
nal name by which these markings were
known?

The addition of the word “Handstruck”
(I presume by Mr. Robson Lowe) is as cor-
rect as it will ever be. To the uninitiated
the mere words “LETTER STAMP” could
easily mean our present adhesive stamp, and
by adding the word “Handstruck” and call-
ing them “THE HANDSTRUCK LETTER
STAMPS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE” we
are making it clear to all that we refer to
those postal markings used for stamping let-
ters during the pre-adhesive period.

Where we might possibly be more correct
would be if we refer to postal markings of
the adhesive stamp period as follows:

(a) Those devices issued solely for de-

facing of stamps as Defacing Stamps.

(b) Those issued to express a date or time

of receipt or despatch of the letter
as “Date Stamps” and not postmarks.

A. A, JURGENS.

EFFICIENT

E XPEDITIOUS

WANTED ,TO BUY

All types of African stamps, mint and used,
especially Empire and Foreign Colonies.
Prompt settlement by ecash, mint current
Australian stamps at face, or used ditto at
wholesale rates, as desired. Fair prices
please.

S. G. Walton. (Member A.P.T.A.),
Canley Vale, N.S.W., Australia.

THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST.
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“Covers the World”

@ 1 ercentenaries—
and other Grand Sets

. ANTIGUA TERCENT,

£156 0 0
BAHAMAS TERCENT.
£4

0 0
BARBADOES
Victory £3 10 0
BECHUANALAND
S.G. 53. broken P
£7°0

Regent No. 89 10
BERMUDA
1920-21 £510 0

L=R=1

BRITISH GUIANA
CENT. £2 0
BR. SOMALILAND
1938 £ 0 0

1CAPE WOODBLOCK

used on cover £50 0

CAYMANS CENT 0
0

FALKLANDS CENT
(except £1) £20 0

1GREAT BRITAIN
p.a. £1 £1 10
7S.G. 177a £10 10

JUBILEE compl.

£35 0
MONTSERRAT CENT.
£12 10
tNATAL S.G. 171 ver-

tical pair pmk 17 July.
1911 £25 0

=

o

=]

o o o

tIndicates used,

NEWEF'DLAND 1913
£1 5 0

fNATAL S.G. 5, Full
marging, finely em-

bossed £25 0 0
NIGERIA £1 G.V, used
£ 0 0

ST. KITTS (cent.) to
2/6 £ 10 0

RHODESIA S.G. 12
£10 0 0

SIERRA LEONE cent.
(except £1) £18 10 0
RHODESIA 166a
£6

S.W.A,
113 hor. pr. £8 0 0
126  block £710 0
127 vert. pr. £17 10 0
2 ‘“Afrika’”  over
“South West”
block £40 0 O
t{SOUTH AFRICA
1925 mint £1 5§ 0
used £1 12 6
cover £2 0 0
26.10.18 p.c.
Your Sixpence Fly”
Blue Wing on Red

0 0

Cross £410 0
1925 Air mint £1 15 0
used £2 0 0
cover ' £2 5 0

1S.G.107 Block £15 0 0

otherwise mint.

Offers subject to being wunsold and subject to

price changes. BE. &

O.E. Postage Extra.

WE WANT TO BUY—
OLD AND MODERN COLLECTIONS,

SINGLE RARITIES

AND ERRORS,

DUPLICATES & OFFICE MIXTURES.
Cash on Acceptance of Offer.

E. M. LACY

Bankers:
Barclays.

Telegrams: Globephil.

Telephone: 2-4657.

(Globe Postage Stamp Company)

117 -LONGMARKET STREET,
CAPE TOWN.
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DE GAULLE ISSUES OF FRENCH
'EQUATORIAL AFRICA

LTS

Before setting out on a survey o_f the “Fr_ee

French” issues of Equatorial Africa, a brief
sketeh of the historical events leading up to
their issue may not be out of place. These
were: -
On June 25th, 1940, hostilities in France
ended with the surrender to Hitler’s forces.
Shortly afterwards, General de Gaulle issued
his famous manifesto to dll Frenchmen, repu-
diating the armistice, and calling for support
for the “Free French Movement” under his
leadership. The Cameroons were the first
colony to respond to this appeal,, and on Aug-
ust 27th, 1940, General de Gaulle landed at
Duala with a military force, and formally pro-
claimed the “Free” French Empire. The next
colony to join De Gaulle was the neighbouring
territory of Equatorial Africa—the General’s
entry into its capital, Brazzaville, has been
commemorated by a special set of stamps, sold
only on souvenir postcards (Nos. 77-80 on my
check list).

The new administration immediately -set
about to overprint the then current issues in
token of adherence to the Free French Move-
ment, either with the word “LIBRE” or with
the legend “Afrique Francaise Libre.” It is
curious that these two different overprints
should have been chosen, seeing the word
“LIBRE” alone could have been applied to all
the various stamps. Only one conclusion can
be drawn from the legend “Afrique Francaise
Libre,” and that is that these stamps were in-
tended for use not merely in Equatorial (or

“Central”) Africa, but in any or all the Free |

French African colonies. I have been unable
to trace any information on this point from
among the many articles that have appeared
in the philatelic press — notably in “Stamp
Collecting,” to which I owe special acknow-
ledgement for many valuable data and details.

No doubt, with an eye on the propaganda
value of stamps, rather than on the financial
aspect, the Free French Committee sent a
supply of the overprinted stamps to London,
for sale to dealers, while another supply of
somewhat different though similar composition
went to New York. In each case, several
thousand sets were involved, with the result
that certain stamps, although plentiful, e.g.,
in London, were practically unobtainable either
in New York or in the colony itself. Others,
plentiful in the colony, were unknown in Lon-
don or New York, and so on. This anomalous
position has led'in some cases to inflated prices
being paid, while in others there is no doubt
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‘_chat c_ertain stamps are under-valued. A case
in point is the 1 fr. green “LIBRE” (SG
75/7ba, Scott 107/108). Gibbons quote no
price for the RED o/pt, but taking it at “pro
rata” the set price (set of 39 for 40s.) it
works out at 1s. per stamp, whereas Scott lists
it at 10s. Conversely, the BLACK o/pt in the
1 fr. is priced by Gibbons at £10; Scott asks
a modest dollar (5s.) for it. This bewildering
contrast in catalogue quotations is based on
still ‘more confusing and contradictory press
statements about “numbers issued,” each of
them claiming some kind of authority as their
origin, It is the purpose of this article to
attempt to bring some semblance of order into
the confusion, which has been made “worse
confounded” by the quite inadequate listings
of our leading cataloguers. In the 1942 Foreign
Supplement, Gibbons list as No. 79 the fr. 1,
75 bright and pale blue, and they again list
the same stamp two years later in the
recently issued 1944 supplement — evidence
(one might think) that this stamp exists.
However, T know not of a single living soul
who has seen or heard of this stamp; it is
not listed by Scotts; instead, every set or col-
lection I have handled contains the fr. 1, 75
brown and yellow, which in turn is unknown
to Gibbons. As I have no status to say that
Gibbons (with their vast organisation and re-
sources) are persisting in listing a stamp
\_zvhich does not exist, I feel in duty bound to
include this item in the check list below—
solely on the strength of Gibbons’ continued
listing of same.
(To be continued.)

+
ITALY.

Ordinary Italian stamps are being used in
the parts of Ttaly freed from German occupa-
tion, but supplies of the 50c (Romulus and
Remus suckled by a wolf) seem to have run
out. A local printing of this, a rather crudely
produced pale violet stamp, has been made
in Naples. At the bottom of the stamp there
is the imprint “Richter-Napoli.”

+

NEUTRAL STAMP MARKETS.

According to the Philatelic Trader, stamps
are abundant and cheap in both Switzerland
and Sweden. Only German and oecupied
countries war issues, however, are available;
only odd used copies of Allied stamps getting
in. The extreme flooding of war issues reaches
its peak in Croatia with more than 200 issues
since 1941.
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Wanted: 2 or 3, F.G. Warwick albums,
with or without interleaving, best
prices paid. Urgent.

S. Kaganson, 440 Albert Road, Salt
River, C.P.

For Sale: Natal Stamps. 10/-, 30/-, £10.
_ Postally used. £1 and £5 Fiscally
" used.

J. H. Bell, Howick.

Collections Wanted to Buy.—Old and
Modern Collections, Single Rarities
and Errors, Duplicates and Office
Mixtures.

Prompt cash on acceptance of offer:

E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.),
117 Longmarket Street, Cape Town.

FREE FRENCH: Cameroons, Equatorial Africa, ete.
Cameroun, set 31, normal provisional,

2¢ to 20Fr. .. . £17.10 0

set 29, normal plm mona], ‘.’c to BEFr £32 10 0
Cameroun, Spitfires set 4 on cover .. 39 0 O

Spitfires set 2 De Gaulle Lon: 35§

Stanley Gibbons last list sold out .. 382 10 0
Cameroun, Quevres de Guerre, set 3 Lon

10£ G 0 0

Cameroun, Ambuhnce “a Quintainie”
Lon £10 .. .. 5 0 0
Cameroun, Varieties closed 4 “Comma.”
Most other var.
Free French Equatorial Afn('u, A (*o]-

lection 82 varieties .. .. . 63 0 0
collection 37 varieties . 87 10 0
I'ree French Kquatorial .Uum, de Amyen

Congo Black, overprint Red .. 3 0 0

4¢ Moyen 0()11go Red, overprint Red 310 0O
Free F¥rench Hquatorial Afriea, 75¢

London price £10 6 0 0
Free French Equatorinl Africa, 30¢ Blue

Red 80/-, ditto Black overprint .. 210 O
Free French Xquatorial Africa, Double

overprints, 40, 50-—45 Double each M 4 0 O

Double overprints, 55¢ 90/-, 60{—

704 and 75/50 each 4 10 0

French Equatorial Africa, 4L ‘Black \onen

Congo £5, 35c¢ double 80/- Double
overprints 35c¢ double one inverted
110/-, ditto 90c . 610 0
10 Frs Double Black ovelpunt very
scarce .. 2210 0
French I‘quatorml " Africa,  Air ~1.50
100/-, 3.75 110/-
Free French Equatorial Africa, Visit Gen.
de Gaulle 4 with date cards, used 4 10 0
Visit Gen. de Gaulle wused, Mint
London £10 810 0
La Resistance (14) \Imt scts (‘omplete
X 510 Frs. . 15 10 0O
Liberation (10) "Mint sets Clmrlty X
Frs 150 .. 910 O

All the above are quoted subJe('t to sales. Prices are
Net. Of the double and inverted overprints and other
errors and varieties only a few left, in some cases
singles only. Early application is recominended.
These mterebtmg and attractive stamps have gone up
and are still rising. (See Stamp Collectmg April 8)
and can be recommended as an' investment. Also
stamps of all countries.
Wanted to buy Free French Africans, Dritish Afri-
cans, also Coins, Commemorative medals, ete.

A. HAYNE, 87 Beach Road, MOUILLE POINT,

CAPE TOWN. Phone 4-3866, Lstablished Johannes-
burg, 1903.
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COLLECTORS" WANTS AND OFFERS .

(Twopence per word per insertion with minimum of 2/- per insertion)

Mr. E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom,
offers Blocks of South African Col-
onies and Union, also full range of
Entires.

Basutoland: Wanted covers, or stamps

postmarked in Basutoland before
1910.

Harding, Box 108, Ladybrand.

All  South . African Stamps wanted,
Wholesale quantities. )

S. Curtis & Co., Ashhurst, New

Zealand.

Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used
copies wanted. Particularly Edward
and George. High prices willingly
paid.

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes-
burg.

For Service, promptness and satisfac-
tion.

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni.
Phone 54-1692.

Transvaal, Griqualand West,
covers and rarities wanted by
A E Basden, Box 288 Pretoma.

O.F.S.

g..-.....

“NATAL STAMPS”

WANTED

to buy for cash. Highest prices paid for
fine copies of all early embossed stamps,
and full face engraved Queens in any
amount, mint or used. Also later high
values, errors, varieties and numeral
cancellations Nos. 3 to 84.

Please send approval selections to:

K. THIELE

455 West Street, DURBAN

m[a]

& s
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PIETERSBURG: CINDERELLA OF
PHILATELY.

In the latest issue of ‘‘The Philatelic Jour-
nal of Britain’’ the Rev. H. J. A. McKee dis-
cusses the status of the Pietersburg issue of
stamps. He states the <conflicting views of
such writers as Yardley, Tamsen, Curle and
Basden, etc. It really depends on whether you
accept the de jure position of the Transvaal
in relation to the Pretoria conventions of 1881
and 1884, or the de facto position as it existed
in 1901." Yau will accordingly either regard
the issue as an irregular local one or as the
last official issue of the Boer Government,

The tendency to-day is undoubtedly in favour
of the latter view, but Mr. McKee thinks the
stamps would find greater favour with collec-
tors generally if the issue were catalogued with-
out the somewhat terrifying lists of errors and
varieties. :

[We regret to see in later received news that
Mr. McKee died on 14th March.—Eb.]

BRAZIL.

Dr. Mario de Sanctis reports the following
issues: —

(1) On 18th December (this letter took five
months to arrive—some mails from the U.S.A.
have also taken as long) a 40c stamp, sienna
coloured, perf. 14, commemorating the cen-
tenary of the birth of the painter Pedro
Americo. The stamp features a portrait of
the artist. .

(2) On 4th January 3,000,000 surtaxed ‘‘Pro
Juventude’ 400r and -200r,” which were issued
in 1939 and were out of circulation, have been
taken from stock and overprinted for ordinary
correspondence. The original stamps were
olive-green and showed the profile head of a
child looking up at the Southern Cross. The
overprinting is in 5 values, 600,000 of each
with the device AFREO and a value. The
values 20 cts, 60 cts and Cr. 1.20 are in car-
mine; 40 cts and 1.00 Cr. in black. o

(3)  On 9th February, there was put in-cir-
culation a stamp:commemorating the ““Cerco da
Tapa,”’ which was a brilliant event in the his-
tory of the Brazilian army. The stamp is of
COr. 1.20 value, red, a gives a view of a mili-
tary camp.

E. BLUM

P.0. BOX 1669 CAPE TOWN
recommends his services to Dealers and Collectors
alike for Selling and Buying stamps from all
countries. Price List now ready and can be sent
to applicants free on demand. Collections and
Accumulations bought for spot cash, Highest
prices paid. Established in South Africa since
1930. First class references,
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- DISTINGUISHED DEALER-PHILATELISTS
PASS.

British journals report the death of Charles
Nissen, distinguised authority on the stamps
of Great Britain. He has been for fifty years
a collector and dealer; he first gained renown
by his discoverey of the Stock Exchange forgery
of the 1s. green in 1898. He was the publisher
of “The British Philatelist”” and author of a
number of works on British philately. For his
services to philatelic research he was elected to
the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists in 1923.

American papers report the death of Eugene
Klein, well known dealer and auctioneer in
Philadelphia. He was prominent in philatelic
society circles, having been President of the
American Philatelic Society and of the Ameri-
can Philatelic Congress. His hobby was the
private stamp issues of steamship lines and,
quite recently, there was reviewed in our
columns his book on United States Waterway
Packetmarks.

ORANGE RIVER COLONY

4d. on 6d. of 1902.

In the ‘‘Collectors’ Club Philatelist’’ of -
January is a short note on this stamp by S. G.
Rich. He has not been able to find any evi-
dence that some material of sctting A was used
for this overprinting, as claimed by de Reuter-
skiold in ‘‘Africa, Part 3.”” Nor does he sup-
port the view that there is both a carmine and
a vermilion overprint; the two colours inter-
grade and are only thick or thin inking
varieties.

U.S.A. :

Owing to an increase of air post rates a new
8c airmail stamp was issued on 21st March.
It is reported that two additions are to made
to the flag series of over-run countries, viz.,
Corea and Philippines.

For quick disposal! All Free French mint, British
Colonials used.

. Each

1. F.F. Reunion, Provisionals, 48 values,

4dsets @ .. .. .. . e e . . . 5 0
2. F.F, Somaliland, Provisionals, 58

values, 10 sets @ .. .. .. .. .. .. £4 10 O
3. I'F. Indian Settlements, 25 values,

Gsets @ .. . v vv vv wn v o .. £2 0 O
4. F.F. Levant, Provisionals, 7 values, 1

set @ .. .. .. .. .0 oo o .. .. £210 O
5. B.F. Levant, Permanent, 9 values 2

SetS @ .. .. .. o v e e e 15 0
6. ¥.F. Levant, Miniatures Perf & unperf. 5 0
7. Grenada KGVI 10/- p. 14, rare brown-

ish toned paper (4 copies) @ .. .. £1 10 0
8. Grenada KGVI 10/- p. 14, white paper

(L eopy) @ .. .. .o v v en e un 5 0
9. Bermuda KGVI 2/- mottled (a) lines

(12 copies) @ .. .. .. .. i .. .. 8 6
10. Bermuda KGVI 2/-mottled (b) blotchy

(12 copies) e ee e e e e s 8 6
11. Barbados KGVI 1d. green rare perf.

14 (100 copies) @ .. 2 6

12. Malta, cor., mostly 14‘.T5.' (-:fxvilcé].la.ti‘mis-,

100 sets @ .. e e . .. £7T10 0

A.J. BOOYSEN

P.0. Box II SANNIESHOF.
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SOCIETY NEWS-

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL.

President, A. L. Bevis; Hon. Sec., G. Milner,
Palmer, P.O. Box 588, Durban; Meetings, 1st and
3rd Wednesdays at London Assurance House, 319
Smith Street (in the rooms of the Durban Camera
Club, top floor), 7.30 p.m.

At our May and June meetings, the Society has been
very busy revising its Constitution. The whole of the
May meeting was devoted to consideration of this im-
portant matter and we successfully concluded the adop-
tion of the new Constitution at our June meeting.

At the June meeting, Mr. Lyle gave a demonstra-
tion of removing surplus paper from chalk surfaced
and fugitive ink stamps. The demonstration was en-
tirely successful and was carried out as follows:

Two pieces of fairly heavy window glass approxi-
mately 12 x 15 inches were used. A clean piece of
blotting paper was dampened and the stamp to be
removed was placed face upwards on the blotting paper
which was then inserted between the two pieces of
glass, This is then left about 5 to 10 minutes, accord-
ing to the degree of gum, and it will be found that
a chalk surface stamp is in a perfect condition and
that a fugitive ink stamp is removed without the
colour running at all.

After a little bit of experimenting, Mr. Lyle ex-
plained that any stamp collector could remove stamps
without any risk.

Mr. Lyle also showed on the Durban Camera Club’s
epidiascope @ number of facsimiles of stamp rarities
and gave a short talk on each stamp. We are very
pleased that Mr. Lyle has given us something different
and we hope that in future we shall be able to offer
members some evenings of a slightly different nature
from the ordinary routine exhibits, CMP

M.P.

+

CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY

President, W. D. Vallance; Hon. Secretary, S.
Kaganson, No. 16 Military Road, Tamboers Kloof,
Cape Town; Meetings, 2nd and 4th Thursdays of
the month at Yorkshire Buildings, Strand Street,
at 7.30 p.m. .

Thursday, 25th May.—Mr. Alexander in the chair.
Over 50 members and visitors present at this, the
338rd annual general meeting of the Society. After the
minutes of last annual meeting and the financial state-
ment had been confirmed, the election of officers for
the ensuing year was proceeded with: Mr. W. D. Val-
lance, president; Mr. L. Simenhoff, vice-president; Mr.
Kaganson and W. Cameron were re-elected hon. sec-
retary and hon. treasurer respectively. The following
members were elected to serve on the Committee: Mr.
K. Alexander, Mr. C. Cock, Mr. G. Sirrett, Mr. W.
L. Ashmead and Mr. M. Rothkugel. Mr. Croxford took
over the position of hon., librarian, Mr. Bennett hon.
exchange superintendent, and Mr. Cock, Press represen-
tative, Several new 'members were enrolled during the
evening. :

On June 8th, with the president in the chair and
well over 50 members and visitors present, Mr. .
Simenhoff tabled a very representative collection  of
Capes. The display was divided into four sections:
bre-postal covers, postage stamps, postal marks and
cancellations and postal stationery.

It is impossible to refer to all the fine items ex-
hibited, but one outstanding item was an entire with
a sixpenny Lilac Triangular with the roller mark can-
cellation, which was used only at Grahamstown. Used
on_this particular stamp, it is a scarce item.

In the stamp section, a representative collection of
Triangulars was shown, and outstanding were two
very fine copies of the ‘““‘wood-blocks” of 1%61—superb
copies such as collectors dream of. The rectangular
issues were also well represented, there being some
very fine used blocks.

Pages could be written on the postmarks used from
the cork and manuscript cancellations right up to the
inter-Provincial period. An juteresting item was a
manuscript past-mark used at Britsville siding, near
De Aar, in 1210.

The display was accompanied by a running talk by
Mr. Simenhoff,. dealing with the romance of the posts
of the Cape from the earliest times. Reference was
also. made to some of the big collectors and collections
of the Cape, with special reference to Mr. A. A. Jur-
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gens, whose collection of pre-postal issues is out-
standing and whose research work in this direction has
just been recognised by the Royal Philatelic Society—
an honour well deserved.

Mr. Valance, Mr. Alexander and Corumander Enoch
expressed their appreciation of the excellent exhibit—
‘“ Philately in its truest meaning.”

After the business of the evening had been trans-
acted, the usual auction took place, a number of items
being for Red Cross funds.

+ B.L.C.

+

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG

President, ¥, J. Y. Lang; Hon. Secretary, IL.
Buchen, P.0Q. Box 4967, Johannesburg ; Meetings, 2nd
and 4th Tuesdays, Public Library, Johannesbhurg,
7.45 p.m. '

Our annual general meeting was held on June 13th;
election of office-bearers resulted largely in a re-
election of those who served in 1943-44, the only not-
able change being Dr. A. Kaplan as vice-president in
place of Mr. W. Redford, who pleaded being too busy
to accept high office.

The reports of the hon. treasurer and hon. secretary,
exchange superintendent as well as the president’s
annual address, were of a special interest because each
report showed a marked advance in the well-being of
the Society, and an ever increasing interest in the
hobby in this area. 'These reports brought out that
the Society had had a most successful year; that 60
members received 19 packets, with a total value of
£790, and that approximately 65 per cent. of the value
of the stamps offered had been purchased; the mem-
bership is steadily growing, but the monthly attendance
remains approximately the same as the previous year,
due to the exigencies arising out of the war; new
members were elected at practically every meeting
throughout the year; an exceptionally high standard of
material had been included in the numerous exhibits
shown throughout the year; war funds had consider-
ably benefited by monthly auctions and contributions
by members, but as there would continue to be heavy
demands on these funds, members were requested to
redouble their interest in and support of these funds;
an appeal for more new exhibitors was made so that
those attending the meeting would continue to have
an ever-widening variety of material to see and study.

Mr. Lang announced that the committee had awarded
the “ Cup of Merit” to Mr, William Redford for his
outstanding service to the Society and to philately" in
general during the past year. This cup was presented
as a floating trophy to the Society, by Mr. Lang, and
the cup is to be known as the ““ Lang Cup of Merit.”

Mr. Lang also announced that the committee had
decided to hold a second monthly meeting on the fourth
Tuesday of each month, This meeting is to be in-
formal in character, when no business will be trans-
acted or reports read. It will be devoted entirely to
exhibitions, exchanges and discussions of philatelic
topics of interest. It remains to the members to ‘'make
this second meeting the success which is hoped for it.

Two new members were elected, namely, Major N.
Welsford and Captain C. D. Priest.

Dr. J. Harvey Pirie displayed the first exhibit of
the evening, being a most remarkable collection of the
stamps of Swaziland divided into eight groups and
covering the complete philatelic history of that coun-
try right up to date. Several uncatalogued varieties
were included in this collection which does not lack
more than two or three items to make it complete.

Mr. I. Isaacs came forward with a very interesting
display of Flown Covers and Crash Covers.

* H.E.B.

O.F.S. AND BASUTOLAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY

President, Mr. C. A. Larsen; Hon. Secretary, Mr.
R. G. Lyon, Box 702, Bloemfontein; Meetings, 3rd
yrggays each month, Oranje Koffiehlis, Bloemfontein,
(X p.m.

The June meeting started off with a small auction
sale. Reports were received from Mr. J. Lewis, the
exchange superintendent, who presented some good
figures  concerning recently circulated exchange
packets; also from Dr. K. Freund, the publicity offi-
cer, who had given another lecture at the Eunice Girls’
High School. .

By request, Flight-Lieut. 'G. W. Horton gave a re-
peat show of his fine collection of Egypt, which is
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remarkable for its completeness, for many outstand-
ing items and for the brilliant condition throughout.

The second exhibit was given by Mr. M. Liss, who
presented something out of the ordinary, viz., a col-
lection of Free State revenue stamps, which was an
eye-opener for all present. There were numerous pages
of these ‘‘seéls,” starting with early pen drawings
which were followed by stamps embossed on little
square pieces of coloured paper. Most of the copies
were on pieces of original documents. A large section
dealt with the “V.R.1.” overprinted issues, which were
of the greatest interest for the specialists and students
of Free State stamps, as they are a valuable source
of information and enlightenment on the postage stamps
of that period. All' the various V.R.I. printings and
most of the varieties and errors, known on Free State
postage stamps, are represented on these revenue
stamps, too. There were the ‘mixed stop” settings,
the thick “V’s”, the. wider spaced ‘V-R’”, inverted
overprints, and even the errors “double surcharge,
both inverted” and a strip containing a ‘‘triple over-
print.”” All these errors, appearing on revenue stamps
on pieces of original documents, give definite proof
that the O.F.S. varieties, which have often been ve-
garded with some suspicion, have a clean record. )

Another problem, which had troubled some collectors
of Free State stamps, was explained with some of
these revenue stamps: The cancellation ‘‘Geregistreerd’”
was thought by some collectors to be a ‘‘Registered
Post” cancellation, making the revenue stamp “post-
ally used,” but in Mr. Liss’s collection it was proved
by copies affixed on deed documents that the cancella-
tion ‘‘Geregistreerd” meant nothing else but ‘“Registered
at the Deed’s Office.”

Several advanced collectors commented on the two
outstanding displays. .

+

EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY
President, Mr. A. Watson; Hon. Secretary, Mr.
S. F. Fowler, P.0. Box 168. Meetings, Colosseum
Building, 2nd Fridays, 7.45 p.m. -
The meeting on June 9th was again well attended,
there being 26 members and 10 visitors present, The
president congratulated Mr. C. Hampson, the ex-

president of the Society, and Mrs. Hampson on having -

attained their golden wedding anniversary; Mr. Hamp-
son made a suitable reply.

Various philatelic items of interest were passed
round, and a very fine attendance register having
been anonymously donated to the Society, this was
opened with the signatures of all present.

Mr. Clay reported that the meeting of juniors had
been a great success and had resulted in the forma-
tion of the East London Junior Stamp Club, which
will be given all possible support by the senior Society.

One new member was elected.

Mr. Watson gave a short resumé of some of the
price differences in the new 1944 edition of S.G. British
Empire Catalogue.

At the conclusion of the business, Mr. A. E. Basden
gape an extremely interesting and instructive talk on
the postal history of the South African Republic
(Transvaal), from its earliest days till Union., Owing
to the limited time, he was not able to deal exhaus-
tively with the subject, but mentioned several facts
previously unknown to many of those present. After
the tea interval, Mr. Basden supplemented his talk
with a magnificent display of a portion of his col-
lection of the Transvaal issues, chiefly earlies, but
including also many of the later varieties and Boer
War local issues. From such a wealth of material, it
is difficult to pick individudl items. but all the early
issues were there by the dozen in every known shade
and practically all were immaculate copies. There
were also the errors of the ‘“V.R. Transvaal” over-
prints, such as inverted, double, small “T,” etc.; téte-
béche varieties in blocks and strips; bisects on origi-
nals or pieces; early covers showing Transvaal stamps
used in conjunction with those of the Cape, O.F.S. or
Natal; a cover bearing the Nylstroom Ilocal; the Rus-
tenburg and Wolmaransstad overprints complete, ete.
Some part-sheets of Viljoen’s 1870 printings were also
noted, which are believed to be a portion of those
which, so the story goes, were blown out of the win-
dow of his house, where the printing operation was
in progress. From their appearance, it would seem
that the story was probably true.

! T.AH.
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PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY

President, Mr. Ferguson; Hon. Secretary, H. A.
Wager, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mon-
days, 8 p.m., Technical College.

June 2.—Mr. Hawke in the chair. Mr. Hawke read
an extract on stamp collecting after the war.

Mr. Ravenscroft gave a very interesting paper on
making a collection of stamps depicting animal life.
He discussed the types of stamps that should be
included in such a collection and those that should be
omitted. His talk showed that there was an enormous
array of stamps to study and choose from. He pointed
out that most groups of animals were represented on
stamps, and starting with the lowest group he sys-
tematically went through the whole animal kingdom,
naming the different countries issuing themr, In this
way he included insects, fishes, birds, reptiles and
mammals. Dr, Broom and the chairman thanked Mur.
Ravenscroft for his interesting paper.

June 19.—Mr., Hawke in the chair. Mrs. Dyer pre-
sented some stamps in aid of the Red Cross and these
subsequently brought in £2 Ts.

Colonel Horne, in giving a talk on the stamps of
Egypt, gave a vivid and interesting story of their first
appearance. He first dealt with the inter-postals
which, although issued by private enterprise, were
supported by the Government and certainly did postal
service. The first stamps issued by the Egyptian
Government were in 1866 and Colonel Horne described
the design, paper, watermark, etc. He also described
the next few issues, passing on to the stamps of the
Suez Canal and Sudan. Many humorous incidents in
connection with the issue of stamps in Egypt were
related. Colonel Horne was thanked by acclamation
for his talk., He then tabled an exhibit of his fine
collection of Egypt, Suez Canal and Sudan,

HAW,

+
EAST RAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, Mr. Gutsche; Hon. Sec., E. N. Rigg,
103 Kemston Avenue, Benoni; Meetings, 3rd Tues-
days, 8 p.m., Hotel Regent. Benocni.

At our May meeting, we had an official visit by
members of the Jewish Guild Society who provided the
exhibits for the -evening, which were as follows:

Mr. Buchen read a short paper on the stamps of
Bosnia. :

Mr. Gladstone exhibited stamps of 'Germany, exclud-
ing the inflation issues after World War 1.

Dr. Kaplan exhibited Holland early issues, 1849 to
1866-67; also Egyptian commemoratives, )

Mz, van Wyk thanked the exhibitors for their very
fine demonstrations,

June Meeting.—News of the month was given by -
Mr. Shepherd, who also read a short article on the
engraving of the plates from which stamps are printed.

. The exhibits for the evening were provided by Dr.
Kaplan, who came over with his collections of Aus-
tralia and New Zealand; both of these exhibits were
in ‘mint condition and included the high values. Some
of the stamps were in blocks of four and they were
of a ,very high standard.

E.N.R.

ANTARCTIC STAMPS.

This overprint series for the Falkland Island
Dependencies has been so popular that orders
placed with the Crown Ageuts have not been
fulfilled in entirety. The Colonial Office has
emphatically denied that the stamps were is-
sued for revenue raising, so the implication
remains that they are intended as counter pro-
paganda to the Argentine’s claims in these
regions. A subsidiary reason may be the pre-
sence there of a British scientific expedition
under the command of Lt.-Commander Marr,
who started his Antarctic voyaging with Sir
Ernest Shackelton as a sea-scout,

Incidentally it may be reported that the
1944 Argentine mail (with Argent'ne stamps
and postmarks dated 19th February) has ar-
rived back from the South Orkneys. Also
covers from the British Expedition from
Graham Land, dated 12th February, and from

"the 8. Orkneys 21st February.
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A Question

THAT ONLY YOU
CAN ANSWER

There isn’t enough train accommodation for every-
body, especially during holiday periods. That means
that hundreds of men, women and children will have

to spend their holiday at home this year.

Some of them may need to get away, for health
reasons. Some may deserve a gpell, after working all
the year at high pressure on essential war work. If

they fail to get accommodation, they can’t go.

Do you or your family need to leave home this winter?
Do vou believe, honestly, that you have been working
so hard in the national interest that vou must get
away ? Or, on thinking it over, do you feel that vou
ought to give up vour vlace in the queue and so allow
someone else, more genuinely entitled to it, to travel

in your stead?

South African Railways

Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News Agency,
Ltd., Johannesburg: Printed by Magazine Press (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, Johannesburg
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PUBLICATIONS

By LOWE

* THE REGENT CATALOGUE (ADHESIVE).

VOLUME II is published every March and September, and includes all issues
to date Price 3 /3 Post Free.

Throughout above volume the prices listed are as near as possible market
prices: in addition Gibbons’ and Scott’s catalogue numbers are cross-referenced
with Regent numbers for those collectors whose collections are based on these
catalogues,

The current edition of Volume II will bring you

right up to date with the British Empire Market.

* THE HANDSTRUCK CATALOGUE (1661-1900).

This is the only catalogue of Handstruck Postage Stamps of the British Empire,
and lists every known recorded marking with prices. All Provisional Hand-
struck Stamps issued prior to 1900 are listed, and those in use in Great Britain
from 1840 to 1853 are catalogued in detail. The historical data included is
invaluable to the collector—as is the catalogue itself, Price 11/_ Post Free.

which includes the December 1942 Supplement. The latter can be obtained
separately Price 1/6 plus 2. postage.

All enquiries to

ROBSON LOWE LTD.

50, PALL MALL, LONDON, SW.L

Abbey 4034.
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Confident
when |
Buying and Selling

This very grateful tribute to the quality of the
service provided by Harmer’s Bond Street Stamp Auctions
is but one of the many hundreds of compliments that we
receive each season.

The success of Harmer’s Bond Street Stamp Auctions
is the fruit of more than 50 years’ consistent effort to
provide a perfect service and complete satisfaction for
Vendor and for Buyer.

Every feature of every sale at Harmer’s of Bond
Street is handled by experts—men whose wide experience
enables them to reveal those little extra points of a stamp
that enable the distant Buyer to bid confidently and in
complete security, and ensure for the Vendor a fair price
for his stamps.

That is why almost all the great collections are placed
with Harmer’s of Bond Street for dispersal—why more than
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond
Street Stamp Auctions—why Harmer’s have a larger turn-
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer.

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues.
Our brochure “Selling Stamps at Auction” also is free to
prospective Vendors.

H. R. HARMER

The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer
ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS.

39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1,
ENGLAND.

Cables: = “HARMER’S BOND STREET LONDON.”
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ROCKET POSTS

Rockets are very much in the air at pre-
sent, although the s.ta;;l of many of them is

nately being cut short.
forl\flléssrs.yFrancgis J. Field, Ltd., of Sutton
Coldfield, England, have chosen an appropri-
ate time to bring out a priced check list
(post free, 7d.) of the Rocket Posts of Great
Britain. There were three actual flights at
different places in 1934 and various provi-
sional stamps and labels as well as flown
covers are listed. They explain that the num-
bers given are those of numbers printed, but
actually only a proportion of these still
exists, as an important stock was destroyed

in a blitz three years ago.

+

U.S.A.

“Communications” are the subject of the’

latest series of commemoratives in the U.S.A.
Thanks to Mr. C. A. Harris, we have just
received a day of issue cover (10th May,
1944) with the first of the series, a 3c purple
stamp commemorating the 75th anniversary

of the completion of the first transcontinen- -

tal railroad.

Others are or will be featuring the centen-
ary of the telegraph and the first steamship
to cross the Atlantic (in 1819).

+

POLAND

The Polish Ministry in London states that
four stamps of the Polish issue of 1941 are
to be overprinted “Monte Cassino, 18/5/44,”
in honour of the victory of the Polish troops
there. The four values are the 45, 55 and
80 gr and the ZI 1.20 and the issue was due
to appear on 27th June.

+
FRANCE

The provisional Government in Algiers is
getting ready for the reoccupation of metro-
politan France by preparing stamps which
will be of the design of the “Marianne”
stamp which we have already reported as
having been issued in Corsica.
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WOLMARANSSTAD STAMPS

Referring to the article on these stamps
published in our May issue, a correspondent
writes that there is an article in “Stanley
Gibbons’ Monthly Journal,” Vol. 12, 1901-02,
by Emil Tamsen, on the war stamps of the
Transvaal. In this Mr. Tamsen states that
he knows nothing personally of the Wol-
maransstad issue, but the editor interpolates
an extract from “The Australian Philatelist”
by a Lieut. Cox, who had apparently been in
contact with Wolmaransstad at or about the
time of issue of the stamps. Lieut. Cox
states that he knew Mr. Leask personally,
and he states categorically that the total
value of the stamps overprinted was
£5 2s. 6d., although Mr. Leask could give
him no idea of how many of each value were
overprinted.

Lieut. Cox states that he had seen and
could personally vouch for there having been

-nine values surcharged. The list he gives

differs from that long accepted in that it
does not include the 1s. denomination of the
1896-97 issue, but includes the 2d. listre of
1894-95. A statement which raises some
doubt as to his reliability, however, is that
he says the overprint is in violet (except on
the 23d., which is in carmine). Poole made
the same mistaken statement.
+

ZANZIBAR

Four denominations, 10¢, 20c, 50c and is.,
are to be issued towards the end of the year,
commemorating the bi-centenary of the
reigning dynasty. The common design ‘will
show an ocean-going dhow superimposed on
a map of East Africa and Arabia, showing
the positions of Zanzibar and Muscat. .

+
ST. HELENA AND ASCENSION

Complete sets of new printings for these
two colonies have recently been released;
there are a number of changes in shades.
“Stamp Collecting” of 8rd June contains a
check list and notes on the shades of the
1922-27 series of St, Helena.
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DE GAULLE ISSUES OF FRENCH
" EQUATORIAL AFRICA "

In the overprinting of the A.E.F. stamps,
three different types or “founts” were em-
ployed, viz.: (a) fancy Roman capitals. for
the A.F.L. overprint on the Native types and
the Middle Congo stamp; (b) block capitals
for the “LIBRE” o/p on head types (Stamp
No. 33 on each sheet of 50 having the “L”
in a smaller fount of type); and (e¢) small
antique type for the Airmails, and for later
printings of the Native types.

For the “dates of issue” and “quantltles
issued” now following, I have been largely
guided by statisties from Mr. H. L. Rivers,
as published in “Stamp Collecting,” and
from notes supplied by Mr. C. O. Plumbridge,
and others, to whom my acknowledgements
are due. From all the available information,
it is clear that there were two main printings
—the first in October, 1940, with a supple-
mentary printing in December, and the sec-
ond in May, 1941, with a supplement in Octo-
ber, 1941. The former comprised: 9 values
in the Native design plus one 4c Middle
Congo, overprinted “Afrique Francaise-
Libre” in two lines in fancy Roman capitals,
30¢ to 20 frs. Head types plus one 4c Bridge
with “LIBRE” in block capitals, and lastly 5
Airmail values o/ptd A.F.L. in two lines in
small antique type. The spacing between the
lines of the “antique” o/p varies from 1% to
23mm., the ‘wider o/p being the scarcer, less

By A. LICHTENSTEIN
(Continued from page 80 of July issue)
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than 20 per cent. of the stamps bearing the
wider o/p.

The second main printing (May/October,
1941) gave us the low values with the small
“antique” o/p in two settings, as well as the
Head types with black o/p where it had been
red in the first printing. There are now also
8 additional Airmail values, with the small
antique o/pt.

Errors: Various stampg have been reported
with double and/or inverted overprint; these
will be found listed as sub-numbers with
their respective normals. Varieties: Constant
plate varieties have been grouped at the end
of each issue or group of issues. Spacings
of the “antique” o/p: in the Airmail values
different spacings between the lines of _o/p
are found on the same pane, the commonest
being the narrow (1imm.) spacing. Wider
spacings on these stamps therefore have the
status of varieties of the normal, and are
treated as such. On the Native types, how-
ever, the position is quite different: the lar-
ger part of the printing was made in the
narrow setting throughout, while a few hun-
dred sheets only received the wider (23mm.)
spacing. As entire panes exist with either
spacing, the two types have been separated
and listed as distinct and different issues.
This brings us now to the following:

No. Value Type

CHECK-LIST,

0/pt. _ Issued Quantity
(1) O/pt. ‘AFRIQUE FPANCAISE LIBRF” in fancy Capitals.

. 1 Native Kraal Red October, 1940 . 40,000
2 2c do. R do. 40,000
3 3e. » do. R do. 40,000
3a Error: double o/pt. '

4 4e. Moyen Congo R do. 10,000
5 5c. . Native Kraal R do. 40,000
6 10c. Native logging Black “do. 40,000
7 15e¢. do. R do. 40,000
8 20¢. do. R do. 40,000
9 25c¢, do Bk. do. 40,000
10 35c¢. R do. 40,000

Varieties: 10c. and 25c.:

“1” of LIBRE completely missing (No. 6 stamp).

All other values: Hyphen between AFRIQUE-FRANCAISE (No. 14)
Vertical space bar between AFRIQUE|FRANCAISE (No. 9).
. AFRIQUE FRANCAISE underlined (No. 34).

All ten values:

smaller “A” of Afrique (No. 1 on sheet).

10c. only: native with bright ornament on upper right arm (No. 26).

(IT) O/pt. Afr. Fr. L. in small antique type, 13 mm. between lines:

11 1e. Natives Bk.
12 2c. do. Bk.

26,000

May, 1941
do. 26,000
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] 3e. do. Bk. do. 26,000
14 5c. do. Bk, do. 26,000
15 10c. do. Bk. do. 26,000
16 15¢. do. Bk. do. 21,000
17 20c. do. Bk. do. 21,000
18 25¢. do. Bk. do. 26,000
19 3be do. Bk. do. 21,000

19a Error: double o/pt.
(III) as before, but wider spacing between lines (23 mm.):

20 lc. Natives ’ Bk, May, 1941 4,000
21 2c. do. Bk. do. 4,000
22 3e. do. Bk. do. 4,000
23 5e. do. Bk. do. 4,000
24 10c. do. Bk. do. 4,000
25 15¢. do. Bk. do. 4,000
26 20c. do. Bk. do. 4,000
27 25¢, do. Bk. do. 4,000
28 35c¢. do. Bk. do. 4,000

Minor varieties of Nos. ]1——28 broken letters.
(IV) overprinted “LIBRE” in block capitals:

29 4c. M.C. Bridge Bk. December, 1940 17,000
29a, Error double o/pt.
30 30c. Brazza (blue) Red October, 1940 5,000
30a EI‘IOI‘ double o/pt.

31 30c. Brazza (blue) , Bk. May, 1941 20,000
32 30e. Brazza (green) Bk. do. 20,000
33 30c. do. R October, 1940 40,000
34 40c. do. Bk. do. 40,000
35 45c¢, do. R do. 40,000
36 45¢. do. Bk. May, 1941 25,000
37 50c. do. R October, 1940 40,000
38 50c. do. Bk. May, 1941 25,000
39 55¢. do. R October, 1940 40,000
40 55¢. do. Bk, May, 1941 20,000
41 60c. do. Bk. October, "1940 40,000
42 65c¢. Gentil Bk. do. 40,000
43 T0c. do. Bk. do. 40,000
44 75c¢. do. Bk. do. 4,000
45 T5¢./50c. Brazza Bk. December, 1940 100,000
45a Error: double o/pt.

46 80c. Gentil Bk. October, 1940 40,000
46 Error: double o/pt.
47 90c¢. Gentil Bk. do. 40,000

47a Error: double o/pt. )
47b Error: double o/pt., one inverted,

48 1.—fr. Brazza (red) Bk. do. 40,000
49 1.—fr. Gentil (green) Bk, do. 35,000
50 1.—fr. do. R do. 5,000
51 1.—/6bc. Gentil R do. 100,000
51a Error: double o/pt.

52 1.40fr. Crampel Bk. do. 40,000
53 1.50fr. do. Bk. - do. 40,000
53a Error: double o/pt.

54 1.60fr. Crampel Bk. do. 40,000
55 1.75fr. Gentil (?) ? (Gibbons) ? ?
56 1.751fr. Crampel Bk. October, 1940 40,000
57 2.15fr. Liotard Bk. do. 40,000
58 2.25fr. do. R do. 40,000
58a Error: double o/pt. :

59 2.25fr. Liotard BEk. May, 1941 20,000
59a Error: double o/pt.

60 2.50fr. Liotard Bk. October, 1940 40,000
61 3frs. do. R do. 40,000
62 3frs. do. Bk. May, 1941 25,000
62a Error: double o/pt.

63 5frs. Liotard R October, 1940 40,000
64 5frs. do. Bk. May, 1941 10,000
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65 10frs. do. R October, 1940 35,000
66 10frs. do. Bk. October, 1941 4,000
66a Error: double o/pt.
67 201frs. Liotard R October, 1941 35,000
68 20frs. d ] May, 1941 25,000

o. .
Variety: all values: smaller “L” of LIBRE on No. 33.

(To be continued)

NORTHERN RHODESIA RECENT
PRINTINGS

The following notes are taken from a
recent notice in ¢ Stamp Collecting.”

Originals issued in 1938 had creamy paper
and gum and were perf. 12%; in 1941 they
appeared perf. 123 x 124. There were no
further printings of the 13id. carmine red
and 2d. yellow brown, but the colours were
changed. .

The first further printing occurred in 1942,
the 2d. in April, the other pence values and
the 1s. and 2s. 6d. in June. This printing
had white paper and gum and perf. 123 x
122 for the pence values, thin white paper,
perf. 123 for the 1s. and 2s. 6d.

A printing of all values, 3d. to 20s., was
released in May, 1944, with thin white vaper
and gum, perf. 123 x 12§ for the pence
values, 122 x 123 for the shilling values.

Following are the shade changes for these
three sets:

id.: Green, deeper green, paler green.

1d.: Deep brown, brown, deep brown.

1d.: Greyish brown, pale yellow brown,
pale chestnut.

13d.: Yellow brown, carmine red, carmine

red. :
2d.: Carmine red, carmine red, carmine
red.
2d.: Dull carmine red, carmine red, car-
mine red.

8d.: Ultramarine, cobalt, deep ultramarine.

4d.: Violet, slightly deeper violet, pale
violet.

6d.: Grey, slightly lighter grey, grey.

1s.: Black and yellow-brown, black and
yellow-brown, deeper black and yellow-
brown.

2s. 6d.: Green and black, bluish green and
black, green and black.

8s.: Blue and violet, blue and violet.

5s.: Violet and slate grey, mauve and slate

grey.

10s.: . Black and green, greyish black and
green.

20s.: Rose purple and carmine red, purple
and scarlet.

Exchange invited by advanced collector
wanting mint Union issues, including
pairs, blocks, interesting items; also
used recent issues. Give any current
Empire complete mint sets or any Irish
issues or cash if preferred.
W. NIXON,
48 Gilford Road; Dublin, Eire.

BLUE MAFEKINGS WATERMARKED

Dr. E. Mosely writes:

“Dr, Freund’s discovery of the watermark
in the paper on which the ‘Blue Mafekings’
are printed is extremely interesting and
valuable. I think philatelists are greatly
indebted to him for the painstaking labour
which has enabled him to give us such a
result. The discovery is comparable with
that of the watermarks of the 1890 and
1891-94 Rhodesian issues.

“There is one point on which I think Dr.
Freund hags slipped, that is describing the
paper as “laid paper batonné”; it is just the
usual “laid paper.” The illustration in Dr.
Freund’s article corresponds exactly in ap-
pearance and measurements of both hori-
zontal and vertical lines ‘with the specimen
sheet of lajd paper, page 97 in Sefi’s “Intro-
duction to Advanced , Philately.” Batonné
paper, which I can remember using seventy
years ago for writing home letters, has
single bars about 2mm. wide and 9-10mm.
apart (these measurements are from the
sample, page 101 of Sefi’s book); the lines
are very perceptible from either side of the
sheet; there are no vertical lines.

“This misdescription of the paper in no
way detracts from Dr. Freund’s discovery,
which is original and valuable.”

EFFICIENT,

| expenmious \§

NORWS 0D, LOND

E. BLUM

P.0. BOX 1669 CAPE TOWN
recommends his services to Dealers and Collectors
alike for Selling and Buying stamps from =all
countries. Price List now ready and can be sent
to applicants free on demand. Collections and
Accumuletions bought for spot cash, Highest
prices paid. Established in South Africa since
1930. First class references,
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JAMES MILDENHALL & CO.

have pleasure in announcing

FORTNIGHTLY STAMP
AUCTION SALES

THURSDAY - 10 AUGUST

THURSDAY - 24H AUGUST
THURSDAY -7 SEPTEMBER

12.45- — 2 p.m.

Catalogues on Request—Postal Bids Accepted

Collectors are invited to call and inspect the stocks of
lots, sets, albums, stock books and collections always on

hand.

To those collectors wishing to dispose of tl.eir material,
our public auction and private treaty service will be
' found unequalled

Stamps to be sold by Auction are on View Day Prior to and

Day of Sale
JAMES MILDENHALL & CO.
STAMP AUCTIONEERS
Corner Rissik and Marshall Sts. (opposite Escom House)
JOHANNESBURG
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RECENT PRINTINGS OF AFRICAN
COLONIALS

(Continued from May issue.)

Basutoland

Originals (1938) perf. 12f, with creamy gum;
Jan., 1944, on thin white paper, with white
gum ; perf. slightly changed in some values.

id. green, now bluish-green, p, 123 x 12%.

According to “‘Gibbons” Stamps monthly,
this is from Plate 2. None of the other de-
nominations have any plate number.

1d. scarlet, now bright scarlet, p. 123 x

1 .

123. .
11d. light blue, now cobalt, p. 123 x 123.
2d. bright purple, now a deeper shade.
3d. bright blue, now perf. 123.
4d, grey, now slate grey. )
6d. orange-yellow, came of a deeper shade
(white paper and gum) in June, 1942, now
slightly deeper still. -
- Is. red-orange, had a new printing also in
June, 1942, now brighter.
2s. 6d. sepia, now a lighter shade, ‘
5s. violet, now a deep violet, p. 123 x 123.
lgs. olive green, now deep olive green, p.12;
x 12%.

Bechuanaland

Originals (1938) perf. 121, with creamy gum;
Jan., 1944, as for Basutoland.

1d. green, a printing in April, 1943, light
green, now again green,

1d. scarlet, now paler shade, p. 12} x 123,

1id. light blue, a printing in April, 1943,
light ultramarine, now ultramarine.

2d. brown, now a lighter shade, p. 124 x 123.

3d. ultramarine, now a deeper shade, p. 123
x 123.

4d. orange, now a paler shade.

6d. purple, now magenta, p. 12} x 123.

1s. black and olive green, a printing in
vJune, 1942, greyish black and olive green, now
deep black and olive green.
-2s. 6d. black and scarlet, colours and perf.
unchanged.

5s. black and ultramarine, colour and perf.
unchanged.

10s. black and brown, colour as before, but
p. 123 x 12%.

Kenya

Statements about these stamps continue to
be rather confusing, if not actually contradic-
tory. We give the following notes as taken
respectively from Gibbons’ Stamp Monthly
(G.8.M.) and Stamp Collecting (S.C). Perfora-
tions are all comb, if not otherwise stated.
Under plate numbers the frame plate is given
first, then the centre plate.

lc (181) p. 13%, frame plate?, centre plate
1A (G.S.M.).

. 1lc (181a) 13% x 13%, frame plate 2, centre
plate no number (G.S.M.).

1c (131a) 13% x 13§, plates 2 and 4A; also

2 and 4B (G.S.M.).
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5¢, 13 x 113, plates 3 and 1B. DPlates 5, 2A
and 2B (S.C. and G.S.M.).

10¢, 131 x 113, plates 3 and 4B. Plates 4,
5, 5A, 5B (8.C. and G.S.M.).

15¢, 133 x 13%, thin white paper (S.C.).

20c, 13% x 133, plates 3 and 4B. Plates 5,
4A, 4B (S.C. and G.S.M.).

30c, 13% x 133, centre a deeper black. Plates
3 and 3 (G.S.M. and S.C.).

50c, plates 1, 2A and 2B (S.C. and G.S.M.).

1s., plates 1, 5A and 5B (S.C. and G.S.M.).

2s., 133 x 13}, plates 1 and 3B (G.S.M.).

3s., 132 x 112, plates 1 and 3B. Plates 1,
5A and 5B (S.C. and G.S.M.).

5s., formally 14% line, plates 1 and 1; now
133 x 13%. Plates 1 and 2 (G.S.M.).

10s., 131 x 133, plates 1 and 4A (G.S.M.).

£1, still 14%, colour much as before but in
the head plate the former white space at the
base of the mneck is now filled in by lines of
shading. (S.C.)

Mr. W. Tunstall states that, it is rumoured
that the 2s. has been seen in ‘‘imperf. be-
tween condition, but he is unable to confirm
the accuracy of this. .
Nigeria

The 1s. and 2s. values have appeared on thin
white paper with white gum. The 1s. is a
paler shade, and the 2s. a milky blue rather
than light blue.

The 1id. plates are now 2, 2A, 3 and 3A
(G.S.M.).

Sierra Leone.

The issue of 1938-41 originally showed
creamy paper, and gum was uniformly pert.
122

3.

In September, 1942, there appeared new
printings of the id., 1id., 2d., 4d., 5d., 6d.,
92s. and 5s. with white paper and gum, perf.
still 123 except in the case of the 5s., which
was 123 x 12%. The shades were ‘mostly paler.

In April of this year there appeared new
printings of the id., 1d., 3d., 4d., 5d. and 1s.,
with white paper and gum. Perforation of
these all 123 x 121, except in the case of the
1d., which remains 12} all round. Shades
again mostly somewhat different.

—“Stamp Collecting.”’

Zanzibar

“@ibbons Stamp Monthly’’ reports that the
5¢, 15¢, 20¢, 30c, 40c, 50c, 1s. and 2s. have been
supplied on the thinnish very white paper, and
the 25¢ on thinnish yellow paper. All line
perf. as before but in a slightly finer gauge,
14.1 as against 13.9 in the cent values, and
14.2 as against 14.1 in the shilling values. All
from same plates as before, numbered ‘1’ ex-
cept the 2s., which has no number. Shades
show little change, except the 1s., which is in
a yellower shade of green, and the 2s. in a
more reddish shade of purple.

+
SWAZILAND

{The 5s. and 10s. are stated to have ap-
peared in May of different shades from
those which came out early in 1948, The
5s. ig described as grey in place of slate grey
and the 10s. as being a lighter shade of
sepia.
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Speaial Stamp After Stacktakmg Offers

BASUTOLAND K.G. VI,

32/6.
BRITISH SOMALILAND K.G. VI 1938

S.G. 103, 3 rupee mmt cat 75/- »at

20/-.
CEYLON K.G. VI, 2c—1r (10 stamps)
used, at 4/9 set,

EGYPT 1939, S.G. 310 and 3811, 50p and

£E1, used, at 25/- the pair.

KENYA K.G. VI, 5¢—10/~ (11 stamps)

used, at 16/6 set.

N. RHODESIA K.G. VI, 8.G. 25-32, in-
cluding obsolete 13d. and 2d., 3d.—1/-,

used, at 3/9 set.
FREE FRENCH

AMBULANCE LACQUINTINIE, mint
set, London price £10, our price 75/-.
complete
mint sets total 24 stamps, at £13/10.
25 EQUATORIAL AFRICA, mixed

RESISTANICE-LIBERATION,

S.G. 18-28,
complete used set, 3d.—10/-, at 28/9.
BECHUANALAND K.G, VI, S.G. 118-
128, complete used set, %d—-lO/., at

NYASALAND K.G. V 1934.5, complete
mint set, S.G. 114-122, 3d.—1/-, cat
24/2, at 16/9.

NYASALAND K.G. VI, S.G. 130-8 (9
stamps), &#d.—1/-, used at 4/9 set.
SIERRA LEONE K.G. VI, current

3d.—~1/-, used, at 4/3 set.

SOUTH AFRICA S.G. 49, 2/6 used
joined pair, at 2/6.

64, 5/- used joined pair, at 7/6.
64a 10/~ used joined pair, at 15/-.

S. RHODESIA K.G. VI, S.G. 40-52,
3d.—b/-, complete used set, at 17/9.
1940 Golden Jubilee, complete set,
mint at 4/6; used at 5/6.

S.W.A. 1931 S.G. 74-84, #d.—10/-,
superb used, joined pairs, at 55/- set.

SPECIAL OFFERS:

values, mint and used, at 25/-.

15 CAMEROONS, mixed values, mint
and used, at 22/6.

14 INDIAN SETTLEMENTS, complete
mint definite set, at 19/6.

NEW ZEALAND OFFERS :

S.G. 540, 2/- used at 2/6; 1941 S.G.
624/5 mint provisionals at 10d. the pair;
scarce centenary
value, mint or used, at 15/6. 1944 New
Issues as S.G. Nos. quoted only wmk.

1940 S.G. 618, 7d.

multiple (i.e., new wmk.) All mint:
F180 at 3/9; F203 at 5/3; F181 at
6/-; F182 at 7/6; F204 at 8/3; F183 at
9/-' F184 at 10/6 F186 at 12/- F188
at 15/-.

MANCHURIA—Temporary Japanese Occupatlon—Complete mint sets :

1940, 2nd Visit of Emperor Kangteh

to Japan S.G. 114-5, at 2/-.
1940, 1st National Census, S.G. 118 9,
at 3/-.

1940, 2,600th Anniversary of Found-
ing of Japan, S.G. 122.3, at 3/6.

1941, National Conscription, S.G. 122-
3, at 3/6.

OR the Four Sets,at 10/6.
SOVIET RUSSIA:

Special 200th Anniversary Behring

Straits, set of 4 different, at 4/6.

25th Anniversary of the Revolution,

set of 8 different, at 6/6.
5 Assorted sets of latest War Issues,
16 different stamps, at 12/6.

All offers are subject to being unsold and alteration without notice.
1,000 EDINA STAMP HINGES in packet at I/8 including postage.
Please Include Postage, Registration and Exchange on Cheques.
Special Offers in British Africans, Colonials, Silver Jubilees, and Coronatien Sets.
Please send in your Want-List of your requirements, stating Catalogue Nos.

Approvals sent to Approved Clients.
Wanted to buy : Collections and Accumulations of Stamps.

References Essential.
We pay highest prices

per return post.

JACK’S RADIO BAZAAR

64-66 MAIN ROAD, MOWBRAY, CAPE.
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‘The Firét 1d. Rotogravure Coil Stamps of the
Union of South Africa

By A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A,, C.A. (S.A.).
(Continued from page T5 of July issue)

The Master Negative was placed in a step
and repeat camera, and actinic light was
passed through the Master Negative 4-set on
to a specific area on the surface of a large
sensitised diapositive plate by exposure of
the said area. The diapositive plate thus
received four images, namely, Al, El, E2
and A2 in two horizontal rows of two each.
This procedure was repeated 59 times until
the diapositive plate received 240 images in
20 horizontal rows of 12 each, made up of 60
sub-types Al, 60 sub-types El, 60 sub-
types E2, and 60 sub-types A2, in al-
ternate positions throughout. The 240-
set diapositive plate was then printed
in contact with a sheet of carbon tissue sen-
sitised to light after immersion in potassium
bichromate and on which a screen had pre-
viously been printed. The printed carbon tis-
sue was then “squeegeed” or transferred on
to the copper cylinder in a developing trough
which contained warm water. The warm

water loosened the paper backing of the tis-'

sue and left the carbon resist with its_gela-
tine binding on to the cylinder. The cylinder
at this stage contained 240 images, namely,

horizontal rows Nos. 1 to 20, each of I2

units. Subsequently two additional horizontal
rows of 12 each were transferred on to the
cylinder from a 24-set strip of carbon tissue,
namely, rows 21 and 22, and thus received
264 images all told, made up of 66 of each of
the sub-types Al, E1, E2 and A2, but with
sub-types E2 and A2 in juxtapositions anent
horizontal rows 20 and 21. When the cylinder
was cooled off and dried, all exposed parts

were painted out with acid-resisting varnish, -
the perforation gutters included, and the

cylinder was then etched intaglio. Thus it will

be noted that as a consequence of an error

made in transferring two additional rows of

frame images that the well-known “SUID-

SUID” and “SOUTH-SOUTH” varieties came

into being. The vignette cylinder was pre-

pared in similar manner to that described

afore for the frame cylinder.

The images on the 24-set carbon tissue sheet
utilised for transference of horizontal rows
Nos. 21 and 22 on to the copper frame
cyhpder was printed from the diapositive
horizontal rows Nos. 16 and 17. For example,
the following diapositive blemishes appear on:

Row 17 No. 1 and Row 22 No. 1 small
green spot in vertical lines above squared
ornament in top left-hand corner;

Row 17 No. 10 and Row 22 No. 10. Tiny
white spot in green line under second “E”
of “Revenue”; ‘

Row 17 No. 12 and Row 22 No. 12. Tiny
white spot under “V” of “Revenue.”

Also the images on the 24-set carbon tissue
sheet used for transference of horizontal
rows, Nos. 21 and 22 on to the copper vig-
nette eylinder was printed from the diaposi-
tive horizontal rows Nos. 16 and 17. For
example the diapositive blemishes appear on:

Row 17 No. 1 and Row 22 No. 1. Tiny
black spot between horns.

Row 17 No. 3 and Row 22 No. 8. Larger
black spot between horns.

The reconstruction sheet, 264-set, shows the
following characteristics:

“(A) FRAME DIAPOSITIVE.
4/10  Spot right scroll.
5/8  Flaw, left corner.
12/7  Line through left scroll.
(B) VIGNETTE DIAPOSITIVE.
4/2 Spot left of nose.
4/3  Spot right of right ear.
4/4  Spot below left ear.
7/2 Spot between right horn and ear.
7/4  Spot right of left horn.
6/6  Spot right of left horn.
5/11  Spot right of left horn.
C) FRAME CYLINDER.
1/2  Horizontal line in margin above FR.
2/2 ° Missing horizontal line top left corner.
- 2/4  White patch, top right corner.
3/1 White patch bottom right corner and
under O.
4/1 White patch, top left squared
ornament.
5/4  Line touching bottom bar.
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15/2  Spot in margin, bottom right corner.
19/3  Spot under right bar.

11/8  Spot near top of right horn.

12/9  Flaw left of left eye.

17/3  Spot between horns.

17/1  Tiny spot between horns.

16/5  Spot in lines of shading right of head
3/10 Spot right of left eye.

12/12  Spot right of blaize.

’

(midway.

.

E1l ;ﬁ: ?ine below O of South.
Line in margin below first
13/3  Green line bl%ck’s forehead. S of Posseel.
14/1 ~ White vertical line below right bar.
17/1  Top of value tablet broken.
19/5  Indentation top left bar.
20/8  Spot in first A of Afrika.
20/9  Two green spots in right margin.
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6/6  White patch left of tablet. .
6/9 Black patch above first E of Revenue.
10/1 Spot right of right ear. :
(D) VIGNETTE CYLINDER.
1/3  Black vertical line top of top right
corner.
1/10  Vertical black line under buck’s
mouth.
1/11  Stroke right of right ear.
1/12 Spots between horns and right of right
ear.
2/10 Spot right of right ear
2/12  Spot close to second A of Afrika.
3/2  Two spots left of nose.
7/1 Large spot above D of Suid.

The additional horizontal rows Nos. 21 and
22 are vertically out of glignment in relation
to the horizontal rows Nos. 1 to 20, and the

horizontal perforation gutters between hori-
zontal rows Nos. 20 and 21, and Nos. 22 and

(Continued from page 96)

CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC 'SOCIETY

President, W. D. Vallance; Hon. BSecretary, .
Kaganson, P.0. Box 1973, Cape Town; Meetings, 2nd
and 4th Thursdays of the month at Yorkshire
Buildings, Strand Street, at 7.30 p.m.

June 22nd.—Despite the cold weather, over 40 mem-
bers and visitors were present at this meeting to view
the very fine exhibit of the “Gilbert and Ellice
Islands” by Mr. C. Gelberg.

One may wonder how an evening’s display could be
made of the few stamps of this Colony, and this was
really an eye-opener as to what can be done.

A few pages neatly written up gave the geography
and postal history of the islands and then followed
a fine item in a first day cover of the first provisional
stamp (overprinted on the Fiji Islands) in 1911.

The complete stamp issue of the Colony in mint
condition and the same again in used condition mostly
on piece was then shown, outstanding being the £1
issue of 1924.

The Coronation issue was particularly interesting in
that it showed the cancellations of the various islands,
Ocean Island, Tirawa, ete.

Mr. ‘Gelberg, on being called upon to speak on the
stamps, stated that although the collection was his,
he had not been responsible for collecting it, and
called on Mr. Mummery, formerly of Pretoria, who
had made the collection, to speak for himself.

Mr. Mummery referred to the aim of all collectors—
completion—and in this small stamp issuing country,
it was possible to attain that aim as there were no
varieties calling for a big outlay. His most difficult
job had bheen in getting the used copies on piece, but
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Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIALS
| should get into touch with me AT ONCE

Selections of choice Mint or Used

AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Ete.,
on approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue, REFERENCES ESSENTIAL.

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England

A T O O S R T TS s mnn
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20/12 Flaw above second A of Afrika.
21/6  Flaw in top bar above first A of Afrika.

7/6  Spot below buck’s mouth.

10/5  Spot left of nose.

11/8  Black spot in T of Postage.

16/5  Spot right of top of right ear.

17/3  Curved line on back.

17/9  Thin line through left ear and horn.

21/9  Spot left of buck’s nose.
White in lines of shading.

21/10 RETOUCHED Lines of shading.

22/12 Thin line curved contiguous to buck’s
nose.

1, are wider than those between the other
rows.

Thus it will be noted that three types of
flaws are to be found on these stamps,
namely, Master Negative ones, Diapositive
ones, and Cylinder ones.

thanks to a personal contact on one of the islands
this had been accomplished.

The usual auction took place, including some items
for Red Cross funds.

July 133th.—The weather was anything but kind

when Mr., K. Alexander displayed a portion of his
‘“‘charities,”” but no less than 40 members and visitors
braved the elements to witness this fine exhibit.
. It is almost impossible to single out any special
item in a display of these attractive stamps, beauty
of design and colouring being prevalent throughout
them all, and as the exhibitor explained in his little
chat on the stamps, many are the beautiful stories
attached to some of the issues.

. Mr, Alexander can always be relied upon for a
little diversion, and this time we also had the pleasure
of seeing a small exhibit of his many medals and
tzﬁkens, and these created quite a lot of interest to
all,

During the business portion of the meeting, Mr.
Vallance welcomed six new members to the Society,
and the meeting concluded with the usual auction.

y B.L.C.

+
NETHERLANDS

Following the example of other exiled
Governments, that of the Netherlands is re~
ported as being about to issue a series of
nine stamps (1% to 380 cents) for use on
ships of the Navy and Mercantile Marine
now based in Britain, and ultimately for use
in Holland itself when liberated.

[ .
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ANTIGUA: to 1s., Bs.; complete .. .. .. 17/6
AUSTRALIA Forces: complete e e e e Q/O
BAHAMAS: 1938 2s., 3s. 6d.; 38, .. .. .. f.’/b
1938, £1, 50s.; 1943, £1 35/0
BERMUDA 25, Mottled Paper. (Short Issue) /0
Rare . N
1938, 25 6d., 10s.; ; 1943, 2s. 6d. .. .. 10/0
Current 2s. 6d., 4s.; 10s. R 1:{/6
12s. 6d., 22s. 6d.; £1 . .. 35/0
BARBADOS : 3d, gr., ’p.14. Rare, Cat. 105 .. 3/0
3d. 5s., Complete all perfs. .. .. .. .. 20/0
1039 Cent. 3d., 1d., 14d. .. o oo o0 os 2/6
BURMA : 1938, 3:}as . ce e . .. 10/0
BURMA SERVICE: Complete e ee .. .. 17070
BR. GUIANA: $1 e e e e 3/0
BR. HONDURAS 1c. -—1$ e e ee e .. 20/0
$2, $5 . .. 45/0
BR. SOLOMON 1S5 1908 Complete to bs. .. 70/0
43d., Obs . [ 8/0
CAYMAN IS. ]938 (‘omplete v e .. .. 860/0
1938 10s., 40s.; 1943 10s, .. .. .. .. 17/8
CEYLON: Rs. 2. 25. 6d.: RS. B .. .. .. .. 3/6
CYPRUS : 45p., 8s. Gd‘; 90p., 18s.; £1 .. .. 35/0
DOMINICA: to 1s., Hs.: Complete .. .. .. 17/6
EGYPT: 1944, 10m. New Wing I‘u’ld e e 1/3
50p. current, 3s. 6d.: £1 e .. 19/0
FALKLAND IS.: Completc v, 0 70/0
FIJI: 1942 complete BV .. .. .. .. .. .. 35/0
GIBRALTAR: €1 .. .. .. .. .. .. .: .. 35/0
GRENADA : 194] 28, .. wh vh e e . .. 1070
1938, 5s. Ce e e e we 970
1943, 10s. " toned pdper ch e e .. .. 30/0
Current 10s., P.14 ce e ce ee .. 30/0
HONG KONG: Cent. 1’10 "9s. (5(1.; $1 .. .. 10/0
INDIA: 1a., Tete Beche .. . .. Pair 3/0
JAMAICA : 2s., 2s. 3d.; bs. e 8/0
LEEWARD IS.: 1938 109, 17s. (’d 1942 £1 40/0
MALTA : 1943 3d.—10s. .. .. 43/0
MAURITIUS : 1938 complete 70s " 1913 com-
plete .. c. +. .. B6/0
NEWFOUNDLAND : 7e. Air Obs. 1s. 9d.; 30c. 3/6
SIERRA LEONE: 10s., 17s. 6d.; £1 .. .. .. 35/0
SEYCHELLES : Current complete .. .. .. .. 40/0
ST. KITTS: Current complete .. .. .. .. 20/0
ST. HELENA : Current complete .. .. .. .. 37/6
ST LUCIA : Curmnt complete e e .. 37/6
ST. VINCENT: to 1s., 5s. Compleie .. .. b4/0
TRINIDAD: Complete (mc old cols.) .. .. 30/0
VIRGIN IS.: to 1s., Hs.; Complete .. .. . 17/6
INVESTMENT OFFERS, MINT SHEETS :
GAMBIA: 13d. Obs, 60 copies .. .. .. .. 15/0
GIBRALTAR: 2d. Wmk. suieways, 60, (in
issue about three months) .. 20/0

NEWFOUNDLAND : 1938, 7c. Queen ’\Iary P.
13%. Obs. 100 copies .. . 60/0
NEWFOUNDLAND : Set r. 19; 5. to 48(‘,
10v. Obs, Set .. .. 20/0
POSTAGE AND INSUhAN( I‘ 5% 14\'11»1\
Mint K.G.VI current short or u)mplete sets

can be supplied at 15% over [uce wncluding
all costs.

URGENTLY WANTED :

Stamps of South Africa and African Colonies, used,
all issues; also collections up to £5,000 required.

Send offers immediately, stating prices required to
save time. (Please use Air Mail Service).

Cash sent by AIRGRAPH IMMEDIATELY GOODS
ARE RECEIVED. Amounts over £350 sent by cable
at my expense.

Before sending stamps please send offers, as all
stamps must be imported under special permits.

L. A. GURNEY,

Gloucester House, 19, Charing Cross Road,
LONDON, W.C.2.

¢““Covers the World”

e BRITISH
EMPIRE

BECHUANALAND 8.G. 53.

cC o © oC

broken P ... . .o X7 0
Regent No. 89 ... 10
BR. SOMALILAND 1938 .. £8 0
tGREAT BRITAIN p.a. £1 ... £1 10
8.G. 177a v ... £1010
JUBILEE compl. ... £35 0

tNATAL 8.G. 171 vertical pair

pmk 17 July, 1911 £256 0 O

tNATAL 8.G. 5. Full margins,
finely embossed ... ... £25 0 0
NIGERIA £1 G.V. used .. £ 0 0
RHODESIA S8.G. 12 ... . £10 0 0
RHODESIA 166a .. £6 0 0
S.W.A. 113 hor.pr. ... ... £8 0 0
126 block . £710 0
127 vert. pr. ... .. £1710 0

2 “Afrika’’ over

~‘South-West” block £40 0 0

tSOUTH AFRICA
26.10.18 p.c. ~‘Make Your
Sixpence Fly’’ Blue Wing on

Red Cross .. £410 O
1925 Air mint ... .. £115 9
used .. £2 0 0
cover . .. £2 5 0
18.G. 107 Block e £15 00

tIndicates used, otherwise mint.

Offers subject to being unsold and subject to
price changes. E. & O.E. Postage Extra.

WE WANT TO BUY—
OLD AND MODERN COLLECTIONS,
SINGLE RARITIES AND ERRORS,
DUPLICATES & OFFICE MIXTURES.
Cash on acceptance of Offer.

E. M. LACY

Bankers: Telegrams: Globephil.
Barclays. Telephone: 2-4657.

(Globe Postage Stamp Company)

7, Longmarket Street, Capetown.
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FREE FRENCH COLLECTORS WANTS
AND OTHER OFFERS. AND OFFERS

(Twopence per word per insertion
with minimum of 2/- per insertion)

EQUATORIAL AFRICA.

(For Reference Numbers vide my Check List) Wanted: 2 or 3, F.G. Warwick albums,
with or without interleaving, best
10 o/ptd in Capitals, lc-35¢ cpl. (Nos. prices paid. Urgent.
1-10) price ... . .o ... ... 42/6 S.” Kaganson, 440 Albert Road, Salt
9 do. do. without the 4¢c (No.4) 7/6 River, C.P.
9 o/p small type, le-35¢ epl. (Nos.
11-19) ... . 21/- Collections Wanted to Buy.—Old and
8 d02 o 2w;der Spacmg, le-25¢ (Nos. 45/ Modern Collections, Single Rarities
: - and Errors, Duplicates and Office
1°LIBRE o/p on 4c, in black (No. 20) 25/- Mictures. > 0P
17 d(t)” on Head types, in black 30c- Prompt cash on acceptance of offer:
10 dors 12n5r% d, 4bo-frs 20, ‘5’35 E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.),
2 surcharges (Nos, 45 and 5]) .. 2/6 117 Longmarket Street, Cape Town.
"5 Airmail overprints, frs. 2.50- 50 ... 30/- Mr. E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom,
4 De Gaulle Commemoratives (NOS' - offers Blocks of South African Col-
77(80) ... ... - 50/- onies and Union, also full range of
4 do. on postcards as issued ... 55/- Entires,
1 Brazza Monument Fund (No. 81) 3/6
14 “Phoenix” type, 5c-20 frs. cpl Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S.
(Nos. 82-95) .. . 10/6 covers and rarities wanted by
4 Airmail, 50c-10 frs. (Nos 96 99) .. b&/6 A. E. Basden, Box 238, Pretoria.
Special Offer : The above collection of -
85, all different, for only £8 10s. nett. Basutoland: Wanted covers, or stamps
Other values not quoted are in stock. postmarked in Basutoland before
1910.
Varieties of the first issue A.E.F. (Nos. Harding, Box 108, Ladybrand.
1-10) :
Small first “A” set of 9 values w. 15/- All South African Stamps wanted,
Bar between “E/F”, sét of 6 values 12/6 Wholesale quantities.
Hyphen between “E-F”,set of 7 values 15/- S. Curtis & Co., Ashhurst, New
“IQUE” and “CAISE” wunderlined, Zealand ’ ’
set of 9 values ... . 15/- .
100 (VlijgL;ﬂatwe with bangle’” pair 7/6 Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used
10¢ (No. 6) error L, BRE” (I onutted) copies wanted. Particularly Edward
Y . 25/ and George. High prices willingly
2%c (No. 9)  d . do. 25/- paid.
c(No.9) do. do do ol William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes-
FREE FRENCH INDIA. burg.
Cross of Lorraine o/pt, 15 values, mint  7/6 For Service, promptness and satisfac-
- do. do. raised full stop after tion.
LIBRE, 6 vals.. 9/6 Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni.
do. do. LIBRE tilted upwaldq, Phone 54.1692.
5 values ... 10/6
Free Tugoslavxa 1944, portralts "6 vals. Wanted: Transvaal, Natal, Cape, O.F.S,,
cpl. mint . wee B/- Bechuanaland, Gambia, St. Helena,
Free Poland 1942, 8 vals. cpl ‘mint ... 9/6 Egypt, France. Picked copies, rari-
do. 1944, do.  do. ... 6/6 ties and varieties, also 9,000 items

for world collection up to 1933 issues.
E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. .

All offers, postfree, nett c.w.o.

A. LICHTENSTEIN

P.O0. Box 576,
BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S.

O.F.S.

Specialists in this country should see an
article on the “1d.” on 5s. of 1881 by H. R.
Holmes in the “Philatelic Journal of Great
Britain,” April-June number. It deals with
the four types as found in the three different
settings.
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SOCIETY NEWS

EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY

President, Mr. A. Watson; Hon. Secretary, Mr.

. F. Fowler, P.O. Box 168. Meetings, Colosseum
Building, 2nd Fridays, 7.45 p.m.

At the July meeting there were 18 members present
and seven visitors. One new member was elected.

Various new issues received by the secretary during
the month and other items of philatelic interest were
passed round for inspection.

On the recommendation of the committee, it was

resolved to heold auction sales after the displays at all:

meetings, provided that suitable material was forth-
coming from the members.

At the conclusion of the business, Mr, Makin ex-
hibited his very fine collection of the first printings
of the King George VI issues for the various Colonies,
etc. These made an exceedingly interesting and pic-
turesque show, owing to the rich colouring., All the
specimens were mint and, in addition to the £1 values,
the collection included all the scarce and elusive
varieties of these issues, while the mounting and ar-
rangement was consistently good throughout.

The tea interval followed, after which Mr. C. H.
Thornton gave a short talk on the Ionian Islands,
accompanying it with a few sheets showing the three
values mint, several pre-stamp covers wused in the
Islands, and a page of Greek stamps bearipg various
Tonian postmarks.

Following this, after mentioning that he had been
influenced by the faci that it was French Bastille
Day, the same member tabled his very fine collection
of France and Colonies early and middle issues, the
display commencing with a wealth of colour trials
and proofs, which are seldom seen. The collection in-
cludes many fine copies of the early issues, among
them being the scarce 1 Franc of both the Republic
and the Empire. Also to be noted were the fine téte-
béche pairs and strips, several on the original covers;
the 40c. with the wide figure ‘“4”; balloon post covers
used from Paris during the siege of 1870; a fine copy
of the rare 4c. grey French Colonies (G.21) and many
other scarce varieties too numerous to men’cion.H

T.AH.

+

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY

President, Mr. Ferguson; Hon. Secretary, H. A.
Wager, P.0. Box 514; Meetmg?, 1st and 3rd Mon-
days, 8 p.m., ’I’echmcal College.

July 8.—Mr. Ferguson in the chair.
read an extract on Antarctica.

Short Papers: Dr. Broughton described and showed
some unusual specimenestamps, the overprint being on
stamps sent out by the Postal Convention, but of which
the subsequent issue was either withdrawn or de-
stroyed. Mr. Beyers gave a historical review of the
struggle between the Turks and Bulgarians for the
Skipta Pass, scenes of which are depicted on the 1934
issue of .Bulgaria. Mr. Konya gave a short talk on
some of his experiences during his stay in China and
read some cuttings from Chinese papers, most of
which were very amusing. Mr. de Boom related a
personal incident regarding a sale of stamps while on
a visit to Holland in 1904, One dealer offered him
a certain -sum for some stamps, which he eventually
accepted, only to find that within about 24 hours the
same stamps were vresold for about five times the
amount.

July 17.—Mr. Ferguson in the chair.

Mr. Oppenheim gave an interesting talk on French
stamps as exemplified by his own collection. Starting
at 1917, he described many issues in detail. He pointed
out that France was the first country to issue com-
memorative stamps and had kept up the good work
in great profusion, The most important incidents in
French history had been depicted as well as portraits

Mr. Hawke
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of her great men. He gave advice on some of the
items that were becoming scarce and therefore worth
while looking out for. He thought that there would
be a great demand for French stamps after the war.
Mr. Oppenheim was thanked for his talk, the speakers
being Messrs. Rudd, Hawke and Beyers. HAW

+

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG

President, F. J. H. Lang; Hon. Secretary, L.
Buchen, P.Q. Box 4967, Johannesburg, Meetings, 2nd
and 4th Tuesdays, Public Library, Johannesburg.
7.45 p.m.

There was a fair attendance at our July 1ith meet-
ing, when Mr. F. J Lang was in the chair.

In the absence of our hon. auctioneer (who, we
are glad to hear, is rapidly vecovering), Mr. L.
Buchen conducted the auction of new issues and mem-
bers’ contributions, and as a vesult of his efforts
£3 10s. was realised for our war fund.

Notes of the month were read by Mr. F. E. Ingham,
which brought to our attention the fact that quanti-
ties of forgeries are being printed in Germany, and
that in recent London auctions prices as high as, and
even higher than catalogue figures, = were being
realised. .

The exhibit of the evening comprised the charity
and commemorative issues of Belgium, tabled by Mr.
L. Buchen. In commenting on this exhibit, Mr, Glad-
stone pointed out that the exhibit included all of the
charity and commemorative issues of Belgium from
about 1910 onwards, and further, that all sets but one
were complete. Mr. Buchen pointed out that his ex-
hibit was still incomplete in that he had not yet
had time to write it up. When he has done this,
therefore, it will represent a really attractive com-
memorative exhibit, as the stamps themselves are fine
examples of modern engraving and printing processes
and are very artistic in design. This particular ex-~
hibit is mounted up on loose sheets which are housed
in specially made boxes, instead of album covers,
which goes to prove that, notwithstanding the present
shortage of albums and suitable album leaves, we can
still make up attractive collections.

Our president expressed the hope that our first ex-
change evening, to be held on July 25th and at sub-
sequent fourth Tuesdays of every month, will prove
a success. Certainly, if all members who have in-
teresting questions or ideas in relation to our hobby
or stamps for exchange and conversely want-lists, will
bring’ them to these meetings, they should prove
highly interesting all round.

This fourth Tuesday meeting will start at 8 p.m.
and will include no regular business, so that maxi-
mum time can be devoted to the study 6f our hobby
and the pursuit of interesting items or infOﬁmation.

+
NYASALAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY
President, Mr. C. Stevens; Hon. Secretary, Mr.

Anson; Meetings, 2nd or 3rd Mondays, Tobacco
Atuction Rooms, Limbe, 5 p.m.

May 8th.—The amended constitution and rules, hav-
ing been circulated to members, were adopted.

Approval books belonging to members were circu~
lated.

Mr. Milne exhibited a specimen (not in quite perfect
condition unfortunately) of the rarely seen Pacific
Steam Navigation Company stamp used as a provi-
sional in Peru (S.G. No. 2). Mr. Booth demonstrated
the two sizes of the S. Rhodesian 2d. Matabeleland
commemorative, this wvariation being common to all
recent printings done in Pretoria. He also showed
the K.G.V 1913-22 issue of Nyasaland in various
shades for classification.

June 12th.—After formal business various ‘‘notes of
the month” were read by Mr. Milne dealing with
minor varieties in recent Rhodesians, etec., and issues
by emigre Governments in England. In connection
with the latter item he showed covers with the
second Polish issue.

«~ Exchanges occupied the remainder of the meeting.

(Concluded on page 93)
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A Question

THAT ONLY YOU
CAN ANSWER

There is’n’t enough tfain accommodation for every-
body, especially during holiday periods. That means
that hundreds of men, women and children will have

to spend their holiday at home this year.

Some of them may need to get away, for health
reasons. Some. may deserve a spell, after working all
the year at high pressure on essential war work. If

they fail to get accommodation, they can’t go.

Do you or your family need to leave home this winter ?
Do you believe, honestly, that you have been working
so hard in the national interest that vou must get
away? Or, on thinking it over, do you feel that you
ought to give up your place in the queue and so allow
someone else, more genuinely entitled to it, to travel

in your stead?

SOUTH AFRICAN RAILWAYS

Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News Agency,
Ltd., Johannesburg: Printed by Magazine Press (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, Johannesburg
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FOR QUALITY

T/C. 161
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Proprietors and Publishers :
THE PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA

Price 6d. REGISTERED AT THE G.P.O. AS A NEWSPAPER. Price 6d.

Vol 20. No. 3. SEPTEMBER, 1944. Whele No. 234.

PUBLICATIONS

By LOWE

* THE REGENT CATALOGUE (ADHESIVE).

VOLUME II is published every March and September, and includeg all issues
to date Price 3 /3 Post Free.

Throughout above volume the prices listed are as near as possible market
prices: in addition Gibbons’ and Scott’s catalogue numbers are cross-referenced
with Regent numbers for those collectors whose collections are based on these
catalogues.

The current edition of Volume II will bring you

right up to date with the British Empire Market.

* THE HANDSTRUCK CATALOGUE (1661-1900).

This is the only catalogue of Handstruck Postage Stamps of the British Empire,
and lists every known recorded marking with prices. All Provisional Hand-
struck Stamps issued prior to 1900 are listed, and those in use in Great Britain
from 1840 to 1853 are catalogued in detail. The historical data included is
invaluable to the collector—as is the catalogue itself. Price 1] /. Post Free.

which includes thé Decébet: 1942 Supplement. The latter can be obtained
separately Price 1/6 plus 2. postage.

All enquiries to

ROBSON LOOWE LTD.
50, PALL MALL, LONDON, SWl1

Abbey 4034,
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Confident
when |

Buying and Selling

This very grateful tribute to the quality of the
service provided by Harmer’s Bond Street Stamp Auctions
is but one of the many hundreds of compliments that we
receive each season.

The success of Harmer’s Bond Street Stamp Auctions
is the fruit of more than 50 years’ consistent effort to
provide a perfect service and complete satisfaction for
Vendor and for Buyer.

LEvery feature of every sale at Harmer’s of Bond
Street is handled by experts—men whose wide experience
enables them to reveal those little extra points of a stamp
that enable the distant Buyer to bid confidently and in
complete security, and ensure for the Vendor a fair price
for his stamps.

That is why almost all the great collections are placed
with Harmer’s of Bond Street for dispersal—why more than
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond
Street Stamp Auctions—why Harmer’s have a larger turn-
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer.

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues.
Our brochure “Selling Stamps at Auction” also is free to
prospective Vendors.

H. R. HARMER

The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer
ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS.
39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1,
ENGLAND,

Cables: “HARMER’S BOND STREET LONDON.”

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022



ﬁ The =
SouTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST

Proprietors and Publishers :

The Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa
Honorary Editor: Dr. J. H. HARVEY PIRIE,

BHonorary Business Manager: WILLIAM REDFORD, Broadcast House, Commissioner
Street, Johannesburg.

Subseription: Five Shillings per annum, post free to any part of the World.

P.O. Box 7012, Johannesburg.

Vol 20. No. 9.

SEPTEMBER, 1944.

Wheole No. 234.

UNION AND S.W.A. NOTES

Recent Printings:

Following on the information given in our
June number, here are notes supplied by the
Post Office authorities in respect of print-
ings of postage stamps, etc., carried out
during the quarter ended 18th July, 1944:
(a) War Postage Stamps:

3d—Job No. 1776. Now completed with a
total delivery, finished on 2.5.44, of 258,500
sheets of 360. Cylinder 40 as before.

1d.—Job No. 1777. Finished with a total
delivery of 248,200 sheets of 360, last delivery
on 13.6.44. Cylinder 6,922 as before.

Job No. 52. On an order for 200,000 sheets
of 360, 12,5600 were delivered on 13.7.44.
Cylinder 6,936 new.

2d.—Job No. 6192/8646. On the order for
1,200,000 sheets of 240, 364,000 sheets have
been delivered subsequent to 18.4.44, Cylin-
der 6,931 as before.

3d.—Job No. 8762, 73,860 sheets of 360
have been delivered on this order; last de-
livery 6.6.44. Cylinder 7,014 as before.

(b) Roll Stamps:

3d.—Job No. 16. Order for 1,000 rolls x
1,012 stamps. No intimation of any deliveries
so far.

1d.—Job No, 6193. Order finished, final
delivery 16.5.44, Total 1,080 rolls x 500
stamps and 2,697 rolls x 1,000 stamps.
Cylinder 16 as before.

Job No. 10014. An order for 5,000 rolls x
506 stamps. No intimation of any deliveries
so far.

(¢) Official Stamps:

3d.—An order for 300 sheets x 240. Stamps
supplied from P.M.G.’s stock and overprinted
on a flat-bed machine with “Offisiéel-Official”
from a new forme. 600 sheets x 120 delivered
on 6.6.44.

(d) Active Service Letter Cards:

3d.—Job No. 8032. Completed by a final
delivery on 9.5.44. Total delivery 5,316,000
cards, Cylinder No. 59 as before.
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Job No. 14. “Air Mail Letter Cards.”
Another order for 5,000,000. Since 11.5.44,
1,978,200 cards have been delivered. Cylinder
No. 80 new.

(e) Pictorial Inland Postcards:

ld.—Job No. 80386. 2,190,992 cards have
now been delivered on this order, which was
for 2,000,000 and first delivery was made on
7.12.43. Cylinders 86 and 87 as before.

(f) Soeuth West Africa:

(1) Job No. 30663. 2,000 sheets x 60 of 1s.
S.W.A. stamps supplied by P.M.G. from
stocks (1,000 sheets x 120) and overprinted
“Revenue-Inkomste” on a flat-bed machine
from an old forme, 30.5.44.

(2) Job No. 31204. 1,000 sheets x 240 of
Union War Postage 1s. stamps supplied by
P.M.G. from stocks and overprinted “S.W.A.”
on a flat-bed machine from an old forme,
11.7.44,

Special points to be noted from this in-
formation:

The 1d. Bantam is now being printed from
a new cylinder,

_Penny sheets now on sale have the mar-
ginal imprints in purple. Will specialists
please see if these are from the new cylinder.

Roll stamps appear to be being ordered
in rolls of 1,012 and 506 instead of 1,000 and
500, as formerly.

The 3d. official overprint is from a new
forme.

The “Active Service Letter Cards” are now
called “Air Mail Letter Cards.” Those with
English stamps have serial numbers; those
with Afrikaans stamps have not.

Durban Cavalcade:

The special Post Office at the Cavalcade
held in Durban early in July raising money
for the Governor-General’s National War
Fund had a double circle postmark with
“Thanksgiving” above and “Cavalcade” be-
low. Thanks to “Gwen Reed” for a specimen:
S.W.A. Bantam 11d.

A statement has appeared in overseas press
on the authority of “a Johannesburg corres-
pondent” that this stamp has been issued
with a small overprint (the size of that on
the other stamps). (This is quite wrong: it
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has not. It will be noted that there is no
record of it in the Government printings and
the Director of Posts in S.W.A. has con-
firmed that there has been no such issue.

Shades: The 1d. rose Union is now on a
creamy Ppaper, not a pure white one.

The 2d. has for a couple of months or so
been of a quite pale mauve shade instead of
the former fairly deep purple.

The 1d. S.W.A. overprint is now appear-
ing on the rose shade stamps.

Air Mail Developments

The Minister of Posts and Telegraphs
announces that Great Britain is inaugurating
a civilian air-letter service to all countries
participating in the Empire air-mail scheme
in Africa, Asia, Australia, New Zealand, the
Fiji Islands and the western Pacific terri-
tories, with effect from August 24.

A flat postage rate of 6d. will be charged
and the letters will be carried by air through-
out. The postage rate from the United
Kingdom for airgraphs for civilian addressees
will be reduced from 8d. to 3d. simul-
taneously with the introduction of the mnew
service.

(Thanks to Francis J. Field, Ltd., of Sut-
ton Coldfield. for “first day” covers, which
were delivered here on 6th September.—Ed.)

The Union post office will introduce a
similar service in the near future. Air-letter
forms similar to the existing letter cards in
use for the forces will be issued at a cost of
6d. each, which will include postage. Civilian
airgraphs will simultaneously be reduced
from 8d. to 3d.

The new service will be additional to the
existing air-mail letter service at 1s. 3d. per
half oz. Full particulars will be published
as soon as the necessary preliminaries are
completed.

It is also announced that the airmail post-
age rates to all countries in the Western
Hemisphere now served via West Africa have
been reduced to 3s. 6d. per half ounce for
letters and 1s. 9d. each for postcards.

An alternative to the United States,
Canada and Newfoundiand service, via Great
Britain, is now also available at 2s. 6d. per
half ounce for letters and 1s. 3d. each for
postcards. It is expected that the service via
West Africa will be more expeditious than
that via the United Kingdom.

Correspondence for these countries should
be clearly inscribed on the covers “By Air
Mail via West Africa,” or “Via United King-
dom,” as desired.

Air mail correspondence for neutral coun-
tries in Europe may be posted now. The rates
of postage are: Letters 1s. 6d. per half ounce
and posteards 9d. each.

Use of “Official” Stamps:

A correspondent has written stating that
a postal official in a large centre has refused
to accept for registration private correspon-
dence franked with “Official” stamps.
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This is due to ignorance of regulations on
the part of the postal official, as it has been
clearly laid down that anyone may buy “Offi-
cial” stamps (although only at the head
office in Pretoria) and use them on personal
correspondence,

vV V V

REMOVING CHALK SURFACED AND
FUGITIVE INK STAMPS FROM PAPER
By PRESTON BEVAN.

It is well known that stamps printed in
fugitive inks or on chalk surfaced paper are
very easily ruined in removing them from
covers or pieces of paper on which they have

been stuck,

I have experimented with various ways of
removing them and can now recommend the
following method as being both safe and easy.
The method was demonstrated for me by Mr.
1i¥le at a mecting of the Philatelic Socicty ol
Natal, and a brief account is given in the
“Society News’’ column of the July issue of
this magazine.

To make the method clear I would like to
state that the glass I supplied for the demon-
stration was two panes of 21 oz., size 10 in.
x 12 in., and the correct procedure as fol-
lows : —

(1) Lay one pane of glass flat on the table.

(2) Cover glass with a lightly dampencd

piece of blotting paper.

(3) Place stamp with its piece of adhering

paper face up.

(4) Lay second pane of glass on top.

The time taken to remove the stamp natur-
ally depends on the type of paper to which the
stamp 1is stuck and also the dampness of the
blotting paper. A little experimenting is
necessary at first for if the stamp is left too
long one will find that the gum has worked its
way around and on to the face of the stamp.

As the moisture penetrates only from the
back of the paper it is quite possible to remove
a Mint stamp (which has inadvertently become
stuck) with about 75 per cent. of its gum still
adhering to it and no damage or blemish done
to it, but for ordinary collection purposes the
gum can be moved with the usual damp piece
of cotton wool.

I have used this method for a considerable
time and as was proved at the demonstratior
it is superior to any other generally known
method.

Incidentally, T have removed, dried and
rough sorted 2,500 stamps in three evenings
occupying a total of nine hours using six panes
of glass, the stamps only requiring a fow
minutes to dry.

The panes of glass, when not in use, should
be stored with a couple of sheets of paper be-
tween them. If kept face to face touching
each other a chemical action is liable to take
place and the surface of the glass ruined for
further use.

GIANT STAMP SALE IN BERMUDA

What is believed will be the largest sale
of stamps ever held is expected to come off
soon in Bermuda. It consists of stamps
seized under the censorship there. Details
awaited. :
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“Covers the World”

@® RUSSIA
1944 Stratosphere Heroes (2)... 6 9
11944 Militant Friendship (2)... 3 6
11944 Turgenev Anniversary (2) 1 3
@ BRITISH EMPIRE
BECHUANALAND S.G. 53.
broken P ... .. £71 0 0
Regent No. 89 ... 10 0
BRITISH GUIANA CENT. ... £2 0 0
BR. SOMALILAND 1938 ... £8 0 0
tGREAT BRITAIN P.U.C.£1 ... £2 0 0
JUBILEE compl. ... £35 0 0
tNATAL 8.G. 171 vertical pair
pmk 17 July, 1911 .. £25 0 0
tNATAL S8.G. 5. Full margins,
finely embossed ... .. 826 0 0O
NIGERIA £1 G.V. used .. £5 0 0
RHODESIA 8.G, 12 ... ... £10 0 O
RHODESIA 166a ... £ 0 O
S.W.A. 13 hor.pr. ... .. £8 0 0
126 block - ... ... £710 O
127 vert. pr. .. £17 10 0
2 “Afrika” over
“South-West” block £40 0 0
tSOUTH AFRICA
26.10.18 p.c. "*Make Your
Sixpence Fly”’ Blue Wing on
Red Cross .. £410 O
1925 Air mint ... .. £1156 9
used .. £2 0 0
cover .. £2 5 0
18.G. 107 Block ... £15 0 O

Postage Extra.
tIndicates used, otherwise mint.

Offers subject to being unsold and subject to
price changes. E. & O.E.

WE WANT TO BUY—
OLD AND MODERN COLLECTIONS,
SINGLE RARITIES AND ERRORS,
DUPLICATES§{& OFFICE MIXTURES.
Cash on aceeptance of Offer.

E. M. LACY

Bankers: Telegrams: Globephil.
Barelays. Telephone: 2-4657.

(Globe Postage Stamp Company)

117, Longmarket Street, Capetown.
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COLLECTORS" WANTS
AND OFFERS

. (Twopence per word per insertion
with minimum of 2/- per insertion)

Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used
copies wanted. Particularly Edward
and George. High prices willingly

paid.
William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes-
burg.

Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S.
covers and rarities wanted by
A. E. Basden, Box 238, Pretoria.

Collections Wanted to Buy.—Old and
Modern Collections, Single Rarities
and Errors, Duplicates and Office
Mixtures.

Prompt cash on acceptance of offer:

E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.),
117 Longmarket Street, Cape Town.

Wanted: Transvaal, Natal, Cape, O.F.8,,
Bechuanaland, Gambia, St. Helena,
Egypt, France. Picked copies, rari-
ties and varieties, also 9,000 items
for world collection up to 1933 issues.

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg.

For Service, promptness and satisfac-
tion.

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni.
Phone 54-1692.

Mr. E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom,
offers Blocks of South African Col-
onies and Union, also full range of
Entires.

Basutoland: Wanted covers, or stamps
p;stmarked in Basutoland before
1910.

Harding, Box 108, Ladybrand.

N.Z. 1944 Health Set on cover for fifty
assorted S.A. in good condition.

S. Curtis & Co., Ashhurst, New Zea-
land.

Stamps of Switzerland, all early issues
wanted for cash, high prices paid for
“Rayons” and Cantonals.

Reply: Thiele, 455 West Street, Durban.

Wanted: Stamps of whole world from
residents British Empire only. By
catalogue or stamp for stamp. Does
not send first. .

Mr. W. J. Mills, Flat One, 160 Sailors
Bay Road, Northbridge, N.S.W., Aus-
tralia.

Liberia: Wanted collection, sets or
single stamps.

Angus Bennett, Box 733, Cape Town.

Wanted: Burma used 18, 21, Sprvice
10 to 27, Mint 17 to 33, Service 15
to 27.

Rivers, Box 46, Cape Town.
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g"' Mesersasr 1 ' n " By RSOV ULENRRRSERAREETIRVIRRIIARRENIEN) 'g
DE GAULLE ISSUES OF FRENCH
. - EQUATORIAL AFRICA i
By A. LICHTENSTEIN
é (Continued from page 88 of August issue) 2
(V) Airmail types o/pt as (II) or (III):

69 1.50fr. Aeroplane Bk. May, 1941 : 3,700

70 2.50frs. do. Bk. October, 1940 38,000

71 3.751frs. do. BEk. May, 1941 3,800

2 4.50frs. do. Bk. October, 1940 37,000

73 6.50frs. do. Bk. do. 35,000

T4 8.50frs. do. Bk. do. 35,000

75 10.—/2.501rs. do. Bk. October, 1941 10,000

76 50.—/10.75frs. do. R October, 1940 10,000

Varieties: narrow, wide, or intermediate spacing between lines.

Thick or thin “f.” Wider space between “e” and “F.” I have alsc seen the 50.—frs. with
o/p. in aniline ink.

(VI) Commemorating Gen. de Gaulle’s arrival at Brazzaville. O/pt. “LIBRE 24-10-40" in
two lines, in black:

7 80c. Gentil Bk. August, 1941 ? 40,000 ?
T7a Error: “2” of 24 omitted

78 1.—fr. Brazza (red) Bk. do. 35,000 ?
79 1.—fr. Gentil (green) Bk. do. 35,000 ?
80 1.50fr Crampel Bk. do 50,000 ?

Note: I gravely doubt the accurancy of these figures for Nos. 77-—80. They are probably
considerably less.

Varieties: numerous type varieties exist in the Date o/pt., corresponding with those found
in the contemporary Cameroons overprints. This suggests that both were done by the
same printers.

Nos. 77 to 80 were only sold to the public already affixed to souvenir posteards, with
a surcharge of 10.—frs. each, the proceeds going to Gen. De Gaulle’s tighting funds.

Since this check list was submitted for publication a note has appeared in Stamp Collect-
ing of May -6 stating that it was officially announced from Brazzaville on 25.8.43 that
the number of these stamps overprinted was as follows: 80c, 60,000; 1fr. (both
colours), 70,000; and 1fr. 50, 70,000, And yet the issue of the normal unoverprinted
80¢ has been officially stated to have been only 40,000. There is still some clearing up
to be done here; neither arithmetic nor algebra will make these statements tally.

(VII) Brazza Monument Fund issue:

81 1,—fr, 4 2.—fr brown and red October, 1941 ?
(VIII) Definitive issue, October, 1941, “Phoenix rising from the flames”:

82 5¢. olive-brown 83 10c. dark blue

84 25c¢. emerald 85 30c. orange

86 40c. greenish slate 87 80c. red-brown

88 1fr. magenta 89 1.50fr. . bright red

90 2frs. grey 91 2.50frs, ultramarine

92 4frs. dull violet 93 bfrs. vellow-bistre

94 10frs. sepia brown 95 20frs. deep green

(IX) Definitive Airmail issue, February, 1942, “Aercplane”:

96 1fr. vermillion 97 1.501r. scarlet

98 5frs. brown-red 99 10frs. black
100 25frs. ultramarine 101 50frs. dark green
102 100frs. < plum ‘

(X) Red Cross issue, 1943. O/pt. “Afrique Combattante Francaise” in 8 lines, large Red
Cross, and surcharged value, all in red:

103 2.25+501frs. blue (Liotard) : Quantity 17,500
104 10.-4+100frs. violet ' & blue (Liotard) do. 8,350
105 10.754200frs. violet & green (airmail) do. 5,350
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(XI) 1943 War Fund issue. O/pt. “Liberation” and surcharge in red. Quantities issued:

10,000 sets:
106 80c.+4-10frs. on De Gaulle Commemorative No. 77
107 1.50415frs. do. do. 80
108 5¢.+10frs. on Phoenix type No. 82
109 10c.+-10frs. do. 83
110 25¢.-+10frs. do. 84
111 30¢.+10frs. do. 85
112 40c¢.4-10frs. do. 86
113 1+ 10frs. do. 88
114 24 20frs. do. 90
115 2.504-25frs. do 91

Note: Nos. 106/107 and 116/117 xvith(;ut the surcharge had previously been issued only on
the De Gaulle souvenir postcards.

(XII) Second War Fund issue 1943, o/ptd. “Resistance” and surcharge in red. Quantities:

10,000 sets:

116 80c.-+10frs. on De Gaulle Commemorative No. 77
117 © 1.60415frs. do. do. 80

3} On “Phoenix” stamps Nos, 82 to 95:
118 ‘ 5¢.--10frs. 11¢ 10c. & 10frs.
120 ~ 25ce.-F10frs. 121 30c. & 10frs.
122 40c.+10frs. - 123 1 & 10frs. '
124 2 +4+20frs. 125 2.50 & 25frs.
126 44-40frs. 127 5 & 50frs.
128 10--160frs. 129 20 & 200frs.

No doubt, several of my listings require correction, and any constructive criticism is wel-
comed. All kinds of rumeurs are being circulated, and exploited by unscrupulous spec-
ulators. It is therefore in the best interests of philately that anyone possessing facts
(i.e. information of an official character) should come forward and make them available
to the body philatelic, generally.

WEEKLY STAMP EVERY
AUCTION SALES "z

CATALOGUES ON REQUEST
Postal bids accepted .

Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private ’é;-eaty

JAMES MILDENHALL & COMPANY

Philatelic Auctioneers
Corner RISSIK & MARSHALL STREETS (Opp. Escom House)

JOHANNESBURG
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The Index Letters Used in the Date Stamps of
the Cape Colony

By A. A. JURGENS

Recently I have been engaged, along with
Dr. Harvey Pirie, on a study of Vryburg
postmarks, genuine and faked. The point
was raised by the latter whether or not “in-
dex letters” were indicative of usage of that
date stamp by one particular individual. My
answer was that “index letters” were time
controls and that any one Post Office clerk
might use several index letters during his
spell of duty, or, on the other hand, the
same index letter might be in use over the
duty period of more than one clerk. It de-
pended on how long a period the index letter
represented at the office in question.

Index letters were first introduced with

the circular date stamp of 1864 (see Type

30, p. 62, in my “Handstruck Letter Stamps
and Postmarks of the Cape of Good Hope.”)

Some further light has now been thrown
upon the use of these index numbers by the
unearthing of an official list showing the
actual time they represented.

I had previously come to the conclusion,
in so far as the General Post Office, Cape
Town, was concerned, that the omission of
this control or index letter was due to the
negligence of the Post Office official, but
this list now makes it clear that such is not
the case and that where a blank occurs this
was done for a specific purpose, as can be
seen from the list given here:

CAPE TOWN

PORT ELIZABETH

KIMBERLEY

Blank i

Opening to 8 a.m.
8 am. to 9 am.
9 am. to 11 am.
11 am. to 1 pm.
1 pm. to 3 pm.
3 pm. to 4 pm.
4 pm. to 5 pm.
5 p.m. to 5.30 p.m.
5.30 p.m. close.

denotes 6 a.m. to 6.30 a.m.
6.30 am. to 7 am.

7 am. to 8 a.m.

8 aim. to 10 am.

10 am. to 1045 a.m.
10.45 a.m. to 11.30 a.m.
1130 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.
12.30 p.m. to 1.15 p.m.
1.15 p.m. to 2 pm.

6 am. to 7 am.

7 am. to 7.30 am.
7.30 am. to 745 a.m.
745 am. to 8.15 a.m.
8.15 am. to 10 a.m.
10 a.m. to 10.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m. to 11.30 a.m.
11.30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

2 pm. to 2.30 p.m.
2,30 pm. to 3 p.m.
3 pm. to 3.30 pm.
3.30 pm. to 4 pm.
4 p.m. to 530 pm.
530 pm. to 6 p.m.
6 p.m. close.

NOZECRNEQEEDOWE

1 pm. to 1.30 p.m.

1.30 p.m. to 2.45 p.m.
2.45 p.m. to 3.15 p.m.

3.15 p.m, to 5 pm.

5 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.

6.30 pm. to 8 p.m.
8 p.m. close.

The periods range from half an hour to (in the smaller offices) five or six hours.

This list, it will be noticed, mentions only
three Post Offices, viz., Cape Town, Port
Elizabeth and Kimberley, and it is dated
1894. Although only these three offices are
mentioned, it must not be concluded that
other smaller offices had been left out owing
to the small number of mails passing through
daily. An example of this can be found in
the case of Mowbray in 1894, which was at
that time only a small place compared ‘with
Port Elizabeth, yet in 1894 the index letter
“1,” has been found on the “Hope” seated
iype of stamps usesd at Mowbray, while at
Port Elizabeth the list stops at “H”.

These index letters were used in all types
of date stamps up to about 1900, when we
begin to find the time expressed as a.m. or
pam., but only on certain types of date
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stamps. In 1903-1904 index letters were
again reverted to, in certain types, for ex-
ample see Fig. 168 of the above-mentioned
publication. In this case, either an index
letter or a numeral was used.

I have not as yet been able to ascertain
whether the numerals 1, 2, 8, 4 and so on
represented the same time periods as did the
index letters A, B, C, D and so on.

Date stamps brought into use from. 1900
onwards now began to show, in addition to
the time expressed as a.m. or p.m., a nume-
ral either at the top or bottom of the design,
and such numerals were intended as a check
in case of error or any other reason so that
the name of the clerk on duty at the time
could be traced.
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MONTHL.Y
PHILATELIC
BULLETIN

Each month The Windsor Stamp Co. pub-
lish THE WINDSOR MONTHLY PHILA-
TELIC BULLETIN, an attractive 12 page
illustrated list. :

Contents include many offers of interesting
stamps, including sections for Lmpire and
Foreign ; New Issues; Stamps for Investment;
High values; Specimens; Accessories; Special
offers and a Monthly Outstanding Bargain.

No, we are not telling you any more as we
wish you to obtain and judge the M.P.B. for
yourself, and, of course, as a subscriber have
the exclusive offers each mongh of stamps in
short supply at reusonable prices.

Subscription 2s. 6d. for one year’s supply of
12 issues, which please remit by Dritish Postal
Order. Specimen copy 3d.

THE WINDSOR STAMP COMPANY
UCKFIELD - SUSSEX - ENGLAND

NEW ZEALAND
A “TENPENCE” provisional has been made
by overprinting the 1%d. Centennial war
stamp withdrawn from sale. It was due to
be issued on May 1.

Elosmnummnnmmms o aoss s o i

Offers for September

9. Holland 1944 War Issue 13—

30ec mint @ .. .. .. 4/6
1. New Zealand 10d. on 11d

Centennial mint @ .. .. .. 1/3
5. Tonga, 1943 Jubilee Complete

mint @ .. .. .. e e. .. 3/8

3. U.S.A. 1944 Transcontlnenml
Transatlantic and Telegraph
Commemos, mint @ .. .. .. 1/6

12. U.S.A. 1943 Overrun I\‘atwns
epl. mint @ .

13. U.S.A. 1943 Overrun Natmns
plus China, used @ .. .. .. 8/6

35. U.S.A. 1940/41. Famous Amer-
icans, cpl. used @ .. 7/6

STAMP ALBUMS:

Can offer useful substitutes—details on
request

A. LICHTENSTEIN

P.O. Box 576,
BLOEMFONTEIN, 0.F.8.

12/6

AL ey e T e U P T TP T T I Y £

Elsomnnunnmunin e o i s
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FREE FRENCH: Camercons, Equatorial Africa, ete.
Cameroun, set 31, normal provisional

2¢ to 2Fr. .. .. £32 10 0

set 29, normal pro\‘lswnal 2e to 5I‘r £17 10 0
Cameroun. Spitfires set 4 on cover .. 39 0 0

Spitfires set 2 De Gaulle Lon: 35%£

Stanley Gibbons last list sold out .. 82 10 0

Ca:xl%eroun Ouevres de Guerre, set 3 Lon
.o e e e e 6 0O 0
Cameroun, Ambulance K Quintainie”

2. Lon £10 e e e 5 0 0
Cameroun, Varieties closed 4 “Comma.”

Most other var.
Free French Hquatorial Afnca, A col-

lection 82 varieties .. .. . .65 000

collection 37 varieties .. 37 10 0
Tree French Equatorial Africa, —iL ‘\wyen

Congo, Black overprint .. . 3 0 0
4¢ Moyen Congo overprint Red .. . 310 ©
I'ree French Equatorial Africa, T5e
London price £10 . e e 6 0 O
Free French Equatorial Afriea a, " 30¢ Blue
Red 80/-, ditto Black overprint .. 210 0O

Free French Equatorial Africa, Double
overprints, 40, 50-——=45 Double each M 4 0
Double overprmts 55¢ 90/-, 60—
704 and 75/50 each .. 4
French Equatorial Africa, 4c¢ Black \onen
Congo £5, 35c¢ double 80/- Double
owerpunts 35¢ double one inverted

110/-, ditto 90c .. e e e e 6 10 0
10 Frs Double Black 0\‘@1‘1)1‘1{17:, very
searce .. ceee e .. 2271000

French Equatomal T Africa, Alr 150
100/-, 3.75 110/-
Free French Equatorial Africa, Visit Gen.

de Gaulle 4 with date cards, used 4 10 O

Visit Gen. de QGaulle used, Mint

London £10 . 8 10 O
La Resistance (14) Mint sots (Omple‘re

X 510 Frs. 15 10 0
Liberation (10) "Mint sets Charity X

Frs 150 .. .. .. 910 O

All the above are quoted subJeot to sales. Prices arve
Net, Of the double and inverted overprints and other
errors and varieties only a few left. in some cases
singles only. Harly application is recommended.
These interesting and attractive stamps have gone up
and are still rising. (See Stamp Collecting April 8)
and ean be recommended as an investment. Also
stamps of all countries.
Wanted to buy ¥ree IFrench Africans, British Afri-
cans, also Coins, Commemorative medals, etec.
A. HAYNE, 87 Beach Road, MOUILLE POINT,
CAPE TOWN. Phone 4-3866. Established Johannes-
burg, 1903. P.0. Box 21635.

NETHERLANDS

The set foreshadowed in our last issue has
been released by the Netherlands Govern-
ment in London. Four are designs illustra-
tive of Holland’s contribution to the Allied
war effort, the other five have a portrait of
Queen Wilhelmina flanked by the escutcheon
of the House of Nassau.

- E. BLUM

P.0. BOX 1669 CAPE TOWN
recommends his services to Dealers and Oollectors
alike for Sedlling and Buying stamps from all
countries. Price List now ready and can be sent
to applicants free on demand. Collections and
Accumulations bought for spot cash, Highest
prices paid. Established in South Africa since
1980. First class references,
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BLUE MAFEKINGS ON LAID PAPER
BATONNE

Dr. K. Freund writes: :

“I have to thank Dr. Mosely for the flatter-
ing comment and also for his constructive
criticism of my article in the June number of
this magazine dealing with the watermarked
paper of the ‘‘Blue Mafekings.”

In reply, I would like to state at the out-
set: The examples mentioned by him for the
types of paper in question are quite correct,
but so is my definition of ‘laid paper batonné.”
In order to prove that both of us are right,
let me define first the two types separately :

““T,aid”’ paper is paper which shows parallel
lines close ‘together, caused by the wire pattern
of the rotating ‘‘dandy roll”” of the paper
machine during the manufacturing process.

“Batonné’’ paper shows lines, some distance
apart, created by the extra insertion of special
thin metal pieces or wires (French ‘‘bdtons’’).
1t makes no difference in this regard, in what
thickness and in what direction (horizontal or
vertical) these wires have been inserted. Once
these extra ‘‘batons’’ have been inserted, the
paper becomes ‘‘batonné.”’

There are several variations and combina-
tions possible. There is, first of all, ‘‘plain
laid’’ paper showing just the narrow lines
(caused by the dandy roll) and no other addi-
tional lines (vertically or otherwise).

Then there is a ‘‘laid”’ paper which is also
“‘batonné,”’ as it shows additional lines further
apart (caused by inserted ‘‘batons’’ to create
ruide lines). The additional batonné lines may
%e either crossing the laid lines at right angles
or parallel with the laid lines, in which case
they will be more perceptible by being thicker,
ete.

The writing paper described by Dr., Mosely
represents either the last mentioned type or
is a so-called ‘‘wove’’ paper batonné, in any
case it is correctly described briefly as
“batonné.”’

The specimen sheet in Sefi’s “Introduction
to Advanced Philately’”’ is certainly ‘laid
paper’”’ according to the foregoing, although
no stress has been laid that it is incidentally
also in particular ‘‘batonné’’ (as mentioned,
there is laid paper in existence without verti-
cally crossing lines).

Now, turning to the paper of the blue Mafe-
kings, it is first of all ‘‘laid,”’ because it shows
the close parallel lines. (I would like to men-
tion here that, while these laid lines are in
general horizontal, there was a first (trial)
printing of the 1d. Bicycle blue in a smaller
size showing the laid lines vertical).

The paper of the blue Mafekings is in addi-

tion ‘‘batonné,” as it shows (vertically cros-
sing) lines further apart.
. By calling the paper of the blue Mafekings
just “plain laid,” as has hitherto been done,
many a collector would be at a loss what to
make of the perceptible vertical line he sud-
denly notices at the back of a Mafeking Blue.
I think 1 was, therefore, justified in calling
the paper distinctly ‘‘laid paper batonné.”’
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SALE OR EXCHANGE OF STAMPS

We have been asked to repeat what the
regulations are governing the sale or ex-
change of stamps between the Union and
other countries. Briefly, they are as follows:

So far as the Union is concerned, this is
freely permitted with any country in the
British Empire sterling area (i.e., Canada
excepted). It is necessary, however, to know
what are the regulations of the other coun-
tries—these may or may not permit freedom
of sale or exchange.

With countries outside the British sterling

area all transactions have to be on a cash
basis with the necessary financial forms (ob-
tainable from banks) filled in. Even this
formality does not guarantee delivery—cen-
sors may still hold up, if they think there
1s any reason for so doing.
. Some exceptions have been allowed, e.g.,
in the case of persons who were known to
have been exchanging in pre-war times, but
these cannot be relied upon.

A NEW PERFORATION GAUGE

The “Instanta” perforation gauge, invented
by Mr. C. P. Rang, is being marketed by
Stanley Gibbons Ltd., price 3s. 6d. (postage
to South Africa 43d.). This is a transparent
rectanguular piece of celluloid, but instead
of the familiar rows of dots, it has a series
of conveying lines running from bottom to
top and crossed at intervals by horizontal
lines which give the readings.

We need not describe the method of use
here, as full instructions are supplied; all
that need be said is that it is certainly more
accurate than the old style gauge. You can
be contented with making your readings to
halves or you may read to tenths.

It is not at first quite as easy as the old
style, but with a little bit of practice soon
becomes simple and accurate. The gauge
can be used equally well for stamps in the
album, loose, on cover or in sheets.

EIRE
Two commemoratives (2d. green and 1s.
red brown) were issued on June 30 in honour
of the tercentenary of the death of Michael
O’Clery, chief of the four Franciscan masters.

(T I 1131

MINT FREE FRENCH PROVISIONALS AT
BARGAIN PRICES — REMAINDERS OF
JULY OFFER:

. Reunion, 48 values, @ .. .. .. £2 10 0
2. Somaliland, 58 values @ .. .. £3 15 0
3. Indian Settlements, 25 values @ £1 10 0
4. Indian Settlements, 26 values @ £2 0 0
5. Levant, Permanent, 9 values @ 0 0O
6. ,»  Miniatures, Perf. & Imp. @ io o

Rubliject fo being unsold.

A. J. BOOYSEN
P.0. Box 11. SANNIESHOF, TVL.

[T T nin
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BASUTOLAND K.G. VI, S.G. 18-28,
complete used set, 3d.—10/-, at 28/9.

BECHUANALAND K.G. VI, S.G. 118-
128, complete used set, #d.—10/-, at
32/6. {

BRITISH SOMALILAND K.G. VI 1938,
go(; 103, 3 rupee mint cat 75/- at

CEYLON K.G. VI, 2¢c—1r (10 stamps)
used, at 4/9 set.

EGYPT 1939, S.G. 310 and 3811, 50p and
£E1, used, at 25/- the pair.

KENYA K.G. VI, 5c—10/- (11 stamps)
used, at 16/6 set.

N. RHODESIA K.G. VI, 8S.G. 25-32, in-
cluding obsolete 13d. and 2d., 3d.—1/-,
used, at 3/9 set.

FREE FRENCH

AMBULANCE LACQUINTINIE, mint
set, London price £10, our price 75/-.
RESISTANCE-LIBERATION, complete
mint sets total 24 stamps, at £13/10.
25 EQUATORIAL AFRICA, mixed

NYASALAND K.G. V 1934.5, complete
mint set, S.G. 114-122, 3d.—1/., cat
24/2, at 16/9.

NYASALAND K.G. VI, S.G. 130-8 (9
stamps), 3d.—1/-, used, at 4/9 set.
‘SIERRA LEONE K.G. VI, current

3d.—1/-, used, at 4/3 set.

SOUTH AFRICA S.G. 49, 2/6 used
joined pair, at 2/6. !

64, 5/- used joined pair, at 7/6.
64a, 10/- used joined pair, at 15/-.

S. RHODESIA K.G. VI, S.G. 40-52,
3d.—5/-, complete used set, at 17/9.
1940 Golden Jubilee, complete set,
mint at 4/6; used at 5/6.

S.W.A, 1931 S.G. 74-84, #d.—10/-,
superb used joined pairs, at 55/~ set.

SPECIAL OFFERS :

values, mint and used, at 25/-.

15 CAMEROONS, mixed values, mint
and used, at 22/6.

14 INDIAN SETTLEMENTS, complete
mint definite set, at 19/6.

NEW ZEALAND OFFERS:

S.G. 540, 2/- used at 2/6; 1941 S.G.
624/5 mint provisionals at 10d. the pair;
1940 S.G. 618, 7d. scarce centenary
value, mint or used, at 15/6. 1944 New
Issues as S.G. Nos. quoted only wmk.

multiple (i.e., new wmk.) All mint:
F180 at 3/9; F203 at 5/3; F181 at
6/-; F182 at 7/6; F204 at 8/3; F183 at
9/« 1/3‘184 at 10/6; F186 at 12/-; F188
at 15/-.

MANCHURIA—Temporary Japanese Occupation—Complete mint sets :

1940, 2nd Visit of Emperor Kangteh
to Japan, S.G. 114.5, at 2/-. ;

13?/40, 1st National Census, S.G. 118.9,
at 3/-.

1940, 2,600th Anniversary of Found-
ing of Japan, S.G. 122.8, at 3/6.

1941, National Conscription, S.G. 122-
3, at 3/6.

OR the Four Sets at 10/6.
SOVIET RUSSIA:

Sppcial 200th Anniversary Behring
Straits, set of 4 different, at 4/6.
25th Anniversary of the Revolution,

set of 8 different, at 6/6.
5 Assorted sets of latest War Issues,
16 different stamps, at 12/6.

All offers are subject to being unsold and alteration without notice.
1,000 EDINA STAMP HINGES in packet at 1/8 including postage.
Please Include Postage, Registration and Exchange on Cheques.
Special Offers in British Africans, Colonials, Silver Jubilees, and Coronatien Sets.

Please send in your Want-List of your requirements, stating Catalogue Nos.

Approvals sent to Approved Clients.
Wanted to buy : Collections and Accumulations of Stamps.

References Essential.
We pay highest prices

per return post.

JACK’S RADIO BAZAAR.

64-66 MAIN ROAD, MOWBRAY, CAPE.
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THE DIES OfF THE 4d. K.G.V*
A NEW DISCOVERY

By. D. R. BURCHELL, Scotland

e T
e

A second die in the 4d. value K.G.V has
recently been reported by Mr. W. H. Hol-
beach.

The distinetive feature of this second die
is a small triangular protuberance about a
third of the way from the top of the right
leg of the second “A” of “AUSTRALIA.”

Mr. Holbeach first discovered this die
among some die proofs which came into his
possession. On two of them he noted the
excrescence on the “A”. He naturally came
to the conclusion that two master dies were
used, and a search was instituted. This re-
sulted in the discovery of copies in the violet
and blue printings from the original Cooke
plates—Harrison made new plates in August,
1923, which he employed for the later blue,
and ‘which he, Mullett and Ash used for the
olive printings.

Although it has not yet been isolated, it
would appear almost certain that Die 2
exists in the orange and lemon printings as
the Cooke electros used for the 4d. value
were derived from the two original plates.

The 4d. K.G.V Cooke printings were made
from electros prepared from two plates, an
upper and a lower, each of 120 impressions,
in two side-by-side panes of 60, separated
by a gutter and composed of ten rows of 6.
As ‘was customary with Cooke printings, a
coloured marginal \line surrounded each pane.
The upper plate may be distinguished from
the lower by the fact that the marginal line
is cut away below stamp No. 59 to accommo-
date the control monogram. This is indis-
putable evidence of an upper plate.

When a search was being made for the
position of Die 2, the only available sheets

*Based on an article in the
“Australian Stamp Monthly”

Jeptember, 1944.

were all from the lower plate and, as it was
not found, recourse was made to the over-
printed issue of the North West Pacific
Islands. Here the searchers had better luck.
Die 2 was found on the upper plate to be
stamp No. 22 on the pane, but as all the
margins are removed before overprinting, it
was not possible to establish which pane,
the right or the left.

The explanation of the inclusion of this
Die 2 ig not definitely known, but it seems
reasonable to assume that it was inserted,
by accident, in place of a damaged impres-
s1on.

There is no reason to suppose that Die 2
occurs in the Harrison plates which were in
use from 1923 until the introduction of the
4d. Koala in January, 1938.

+

PHILIPPINE REPRINTS

We learn from the American Philatelic
Press that for nearly two years the Philippine
Philatelic Agency in Washington has been
selling to collectors most of the issues of the
six or seven pre-war years, which are actu-
ally reprints, although this was not disclosed.
Their sale will probably now be stopped, but
the harm has been done to the unfortunate
purchasers.

EFF!CIENT

€ XPEDIT!OUS

DEATH OF MR. C. WHITFIELD KING

We regret to see announced the death of
Mr. C. Whitfield King after a long illness
which had caused partial blindness. He was
the second of that name at the head of the
well-known Ipswich firm of stamp dealers
and will be succeeded by his son James,
who is at present a P.O.W. in Germany.

=1

Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIALS
should get into touch with me AT ONCE

Selections of choice Mint or Used

AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., g
on approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue, REFERENCES ESSENTIAL.

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England

t unnuuununm
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SOCIETY NEWS

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY

President, Mr. Ferguson; Hon. Secretary, H. A.
wager, P.0. Box 514; Afeetings, 1st and 3rd Mon-
days, 8 p.m., Technical College.

August 8: Mr, Ferguson in the chair. Mr. Hawke
read an extract on the calculation of the value of
postal covers,

Mr. Beyers read a paper on the 1936 issue of the
stamps of St. Lucia. He first outlined the interests
of King George V whose portrait appears as an inset
on the stamps. There were twelve different denomi-
nations in the issue and each one depicted some event
or landmark connected with the history of St. Lucia.
The chairman thanked Mr. Beyers for his paper.

August 21: Mr. Hawke in the chair. Colonel Horne
suggested that an occasional evening should be devoted
to discussions on philatelic difficulties when questions
could be asked by members.

Mr. Bottomley read a paper on pre-cancelled stamps,
dealing chiefly with the U.S.A. He described what
they were and how the need for fhem had arisen.
He outlined the different printings and said that this
sideline in philately had assumed large proportions
in America. He gave an interesting account of the
happenings to letters after they had been dropped
through the slots of the eollecting boxes. Mr. Bottom-
ley tabled an exhibit of pre-cancelled stamps of
America and also a nice eollection of TU.S. Com-
memoratives.

HAW.

+

ORANGE FREE STATE AND BASUTOLAND
PHILATELIC SOCIETY

President, Mr. C. A. Larsen; Hon. Secretary, Mr.
R. G. Lyon, Box 702, Bloemfontein: Meetings, 3rd
Iridays each month, Oranje Koffichuis, Bloemfontein,
7.30 p.m.

The main feature at the July meeting was a dis-
play by Dr. K. Freund consisting of “Mafeking Stamps
in Blocks.” Besides a number of blocks of four of
various denominations (and besides a set of blocks
with the major errors shown at a previous display),
the following deserve special enumeration:

A block of eight, a block of eleven, and a block of
twelve of S.G.2, showing all types of setting: a block
of twelve of S.G.3 on registered cover addressed to
England with various intermediate cancellations: a
block of six of S.G.4 (of which only 840 stamps were
issued) ; S.G.6: a block of eight, another one of
sixteen, and a magnificent one of twenty-nine, also
part of a sheet showing in two rows the overprint
slanting and causing the “overlapping variety”; a
block of seven of S.G.13. and a block of five of
S.G.14; small Baden-Powell stamp: right half of a
sheet, a sheet without the last vertical row, and a
complete sheet minus two stamps; large Baden-Powell
stamp: a block of six (and a neighbouring strip of
three) showing the “ecracked plate” variety.

Dr. Freund included in the display also two pages
showing two reconstructions of the watermark
“Oceana Fine,” about which an article has appeared:
in the May number of this paper. Considerable at-
tention was paid also to three reconstructed plates
of the 1d. blue (bicycle) stamp, the fruit of some
research work Dr. Freund did together with Mr. A.
Lichtenstein. Each of the (reconstructed) plates con-
sists of 12 types, making 86 types altogether, dis-t
tinguishable by certain minute flaws, The importance!
of these findings lies in the fact that every 1d. blue
bicycle stamp in existence must represent one of these e
36 types, in order to be passed as genuine. An
article about this subject will follow in due course.:

Two new members were enrvolled at the meeting.

+

PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY
. President, G. K. Forbes; Hon. See., C. W. Shef-
field, P.Q. Box 88; Mecetings, Room D, City Hall, 1st
and 3rd Tuesdays.
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On June 20, the president, Mr. G. K. Forbes, and
Mr. T. H. Nicholson being away, Mr E., C. Wick took
the chair.

There was a large attendance at the first meeting
of the year, and four new members were proposed.

Mr, Malcolm was responsible for the evening, and
displayed 142 pages, mostly of British Africa. These
were neatly mounted, and portrayed, members all en-
joyed scrutinising the display, and a hearty vote of
thanks was accorded Mr. Malcolm,

The 4th of July was an auction night, when a large
number of mint stamps were put up for sale. The
largest sum of money ever to pass over the table
at one meeting was raised when the grand total of
£47 10s, was realised, and everyone was satisfied with
their purchases.

The 18th July was the general meeting, attended
by 28 members. Mr. Forbes being away, Mr. T. H.
Nicholson took the chair, ,

New issues from Stanley Gibbons were drawn for.
Foult-l new members were elected and four others pro-
posed.

Mr. Harmer showed 155 pages of his general col-
lection. Amongst these were some very old English
envelopes. He had been to a lot of trouble in mount-
ini; these stamps, and the results jusiified the time
taken.

August 15: Twentv-four members and two visitors
met in the City Basement.

Mr. Forbes being away, Mr. T. H. Nicholson took
the chair.

Four new members were welcomed into the society
and two names were proposed.

Mr. Sheffield said he had posted a cheque for £1 14s.
for the sale of tickets for the Norwegian war effort.

A letter was read from Lt. Ashman tendering his
resignation, owing to being moved to parts unknown.
We wish him Godspeed.

Two new issues were on sale from New Zealand,
mint 1s., overprint 10d. and 6d., express delivery.

Captain 'Graham was responsible for the evening,
and displayed 71 pages of war issues for the period
from the last war to the present. One special variety
was a 1919 Air Force from Newfoundland, and a set
from Mafia,

I1.E.C.

+

EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY

President, Mr. A. Watson: Hon. Recretary, Mr.
3. ¥. Fowler, P.0. Box 168, East London. Meetings,
Colosseum Building, 2nd TFridays, 7.45 p.m.

There was another good attendance at the August
meeting on Friday, the 11th, twenty ‘'members and five
visitors being present . Two new members were
elected.

A number of new and intferesting items were passed
round for inspection, including the 10d. on 13d. Cen-
tennial New Zealand, just received on first day cover.

The president reported trouble over the despatching
of exchange selection to the Belgian Congo, but said
that, after interviewing several officials and filling in
forms, he had ultimately succeeded in getting his
stamps away.

After the formal business, Mr, T. A, Harper showed
his fine collection of Natal, which included over 200
of the full-face Queens. Among others, the following
might be noted:

6d. G.56 Postage 12¢Ymm., with “S” of the 5th

type; double and inverted overprints of types 18

G.29, including the uncatalogued one ‘without bar,”

and 21; all varieties of the ‘“Halfpenny on 6d.,”

shown in™ several pairs used and unused, also in a

block of four (two with and two without bar); the

varieties of the “Half” on 1d., G.30, including the
double surcharge, broken “E” for “L,” etec.

The Edwardians were in mint shades to the 30s.
value and used to the £5. Officials in blocks of four,
N.G.R. perforations and Telegraphs terminated the
display.

After the tea interval, Mr. A, E. Basden gave
another of his interesting and informative talks, this
time on Brazil, and accompanied it with a portion of
his very fine collection of that country’s stamps. The
exhibit was small, but included many fine ocopies of
the classic first issue (Bullseyes) in all thiee values,
followed by the “sloping numerals” and a selected
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number of sheets of the later issues up to and in-
cluding the more recent commemoratives. In addi-
tion, Mr. Basden laid on the table several sheets from
his collection of Greece, including both Paris and
Athens printings of the first type and a nice selec-
tion of the later Hermes design, while to conclude
the exhibit there were a few entires bearing Stella-
land and New Republic stamps postally used.

The president expressed the appreciation of all pre-
sent at the very dfine displays given by the two
exhibiting members,

Before the meeting ended, a number of lots handed
in by various members were offered by auction, nearly
all of them finding ready purchasers. A 4

+

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG

President, ¥, J. H. Lang; Hon. Secretary, L.
Buchen, P.O. Box 4967, Johannesburg; Meetings, 2nd
and 4th Tuesdays, Public Library, Johannesburg.
7.45 p.m.

Jul}lf) 95th: This was the first of our fourth Tues-
day informal exchange meetings. Although there was
only a fair attendance, it is expected that as a result
of 2 very pleasant evening enjoyed by all present,
this fourth Tuesday meeting will become increasingly
opular,
> lI:Ih'. F. E. Ingham gave us the highlight of the
evening in a most informative and interesting paper
entitled “Timber and Stamps.” Among the many in-
teresting facts brought out in this paper were the
following: that three thousand trees are required to
make the Seven billion stamps issued by the British
G.P.0. Many reférences were made to tree designs on
the stamps of several countries, including oaks, palms,
pine, cedars, mahogany, ete. Other types of designs
included logging operations, logging camps, paper
mills, the working of paper, tapping and planting trees.

Several items were auctioned and as a result our
war funds benefited to the extent of £8 10s.

Albums with empty spaces to be filled, and stock
books were in evidence and it was apparent that
members were taking this opportunity to fill empty
spaces and dispose of munwanted duplicates.

August 8th: This was our regular monthly meet-
ing and our guests of the evening were the Jewish
Guild. After the usual business was speedily disposed
of, Mr. E. C. Sprighton, in his capacity as president
of the Jewish Guild, took the chair Five exhibits were
tabled. Mr. Sprighton: a few selected sheets of
Switzerland beautifully set out on pages which he
himself had printed, showing the Child Welfare issues
and stamps bearing the coats of arms of the various
Swiss cantons. [Mr. Gladstone: modern U.S.A. Com-
memorative issues mounted on nubian sheets. These
included imperf. pairs of the Parks issues as well as
the Graf Zeppelin Commemorative issue. Mr. Buchen:
a very commendable and neatly mounted mint straight-
forward collection of the Uniocii of South Africa and
South-West  Africa. “This exhibit was especially
creditable considering the fact that this collection has
only been a very short while in the making. Mr.
Tsaacs: another extensive lot of U.S.A. Flight Covers
many of which had never even been seen before by
regular U.S.A. collectors. Dr. Kaplan: several pages
of mint sets of the British Empire in alphabetical order
from A to Z, including stamps of Egypt with altered
control numbers in the sheet margin,

Several very good items were donated by members
to be auctioned for war funds and as a result the
handsome figure of $£14 14s. was realised.

+
THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL

President, A. L. Bevis; Hon. Sec., G. Milner,
Palmer, P.O. Box 588, Durban; Meetings, 1st and
3rd Wednesdays at London Assurance House, 319
Smith Street (in the rooms of the Durban Camera
Club, top floor), 7.30 p.m. X

At our July meeting we had the pleasure of seeing
Mr. Walter Hesse’s lantern lecture entitled ‘“Stamps
Which Tell a Story.” Mr. Hesse is a member of the
Cape Town Philatelic Society and it was through the
foresight of our president that we obtained the loan
of this interesting lecture. Full details of the display
were given in the Cape Town notes in the December,
1943, number of the “S.A. Philatelist.” All members

H.EB.
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present expressed very keen appreciation of the show
and script which was read.

The usual auction followed at which many items
fetched very good prices. -

Once again we appeal to members to send in sales
packet booklets, These are urgently needed and we can
assure everyone that good sales will eventuate,

G.M.P.
+

EAST RAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY

President, Mr. Gutsche; Hon. Sec., E. N. Rige,
103 Kemston Avenue, Benoni; Meetings, 3rd Tues-
days, 8 p.m., Hotel Regent. Benoni.

A very pleasant evening was spent at our August
meeting, although the attendance was not up to full
strength.

After formal business had been concluded, Mr. Fine
exhibited the remaining portion of the late Mr. Cohen’s
collection ; this collection was ‘mostly of countries in
Europe and great credit is due to Mr. Fine for the

amount of work he had taken in mounting the
stamps.
Mr. Rigg exhibited several pages of the following

countries: Aden, Swaziland, Basutoland, North Borneo,
Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyika, and Cayman Islands.
Members are reminded that the annual general meet-

ing takes place next month on Tuesday, 19th Sep-

tember, and all Dphilatelists in the district are cor-

dially invited. v
+

CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY

_ President, W. D. Vallance; Hon. Secretary, S.
Kaganson, P.0. Box 1973, Cape Town; Meetings, 2nd
and 4th Thursdays of the month at Yorkshire
Buildings, Strand Street, at 7.30 p.m.

July 27th: With Dr. L. B. Goldschmidt down to
display the stamps of the Belgian Congo and also to
show a cine film of the Colony, the result was a
record attendance of members and visitors.

The meeting opened with a display of the stamps of
the Congo, right up from the early issues, many of
the sets being in both mint and used condition.

Interspersed were many interesting covers.

Dr. Goldschmidt gave a little chat on the stamps
and then gave a very interesting talk on the history
of the Congo, its people and resources. The talk was
then amplified by an outstanding film of the Congo,
taken.by the exhibitor. Many portions of the film
were in natural colour and we were given some idea
of-the wonderful mineral and industrial resources.
This was a great ending %o a very fine evening.

As the hour was late, no business or auction took
place, but Mr. Vallance intimated that they were
making a special appeal for Red Cross Funds. The
society had already collected no less than £850 for
various war funds and it was now the intention to
exceed the £1,000 mark., It is proposed to hold a
public auction in the near future, and gifts of stamps
for this will be appreciated by the committee.

Dr. Goldschmidt, an executive member of the Red
Cross, eulogised its work and commended the appeal
to the members. ’

Thursday, 10th August: Large attendances are the
order of the day, and there was another to see the
display given by Mr. S. Kaganson of “Stamps of the
Empire, 1937-1944.”

The colourful stamps of the George VI
mint condition, made a very fine and picturesque
display complete with the exception of only one
stamp, the 5 rupee of Burma, which the exhibitor
had been unable to obtain, either here or overseas.
Many of the commemorative issues were in blocks.
Mr. Kaganson gave his reasons for making a col-
lection of this description, saying how difficult it
was for the younger collectors and mnewcomers to
philately to get together a fair collection of some of
the earlier classies, which even when within the
limits of the purse, are so difficult to obtain. In the
complete ‘George VI issue there were, as far as the
exhibitor knew, only three major varieties.

At the. conclusion of the business of the meeting,
the usual auction took place, various items, including
a 1944 Gibbons <Catalogue, being put up for Red
Cross funds, and over £6 was realised.

B.L.C.

issues, in
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A Question

THAT ONLY YOU
CAN ANSWER

There isn’t enough train accommodation for every-
body, especially during holiday periods. That means
that hundreds of men, women and children will have

to spend their holiday at home this year.

Some of them may need to get away, for health
reasons. Some may deserve a spell, after working all
the year at high pressure on essential war work. If

they fail to get accommodation, they can’t go.

Do you or your family need to leave home this winter?
Do you believe, honestly, that you have been working
so hard in the national interest that you must get
a‘way‘? Or, on thinking it over, do you feel that you
ought to give up your place in the queue and so allow
someone else, more genuinely entitled to it, to travel

in your stead?

SOUTH AFRICAN RAILWAYS

Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News Agency,
Ltd., Johannesburg® Printed by Magazine Press (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, Johannesburg
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PUBLICATIONS

By LOWE

* THE REGENT CATALOGUE (ADHESIVE).

VOLUME 1II is published every March and September, and includes all issues
to date Price 3 /3 Post Free.

Throughout above volume the prices listed are as near as possible market
prices: in addition Gibbons’ and Scott’s catalogue numbers are cross-referenced
with Regent numbers for those collectors whose collections are based on these
catalogues.

The current edition of Volume II will bring you

right up to date with the British Empire Market.

* THE HANDSTRUCK CATALOGUE (1661-1900).

This is the only catalogue of Handstruck Postage Stamps of the British Empire,
and lists every known recorded marking with prices. All Provisional Hand-
struck Stamps issued prior to 1900 are listed, and those in use in Great Britain
from 1840 to 1853 are catalogued in detail. The historical data included is
invaluable to the collector—as is the catalogue itself. Price 1 /_ Post Free.

which includes the December 1942 Supplement. The latter can be obtained
separately, Price 1/6 plus 2. postage.

All enquiries to

ROBSON LOWE LTD.
50, PALL MALL, LONDON, SW.lL

Abbey 4034.
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Confident
when |

Buying and Selling

This very grateful tribute to the quality of the
service provided by Harmer’s Bond Street Stamp Auctions
is but one of the many hundreds of compliments that we
receive each season.

The success of Harmer’s Bond Street Stamp Auctions
is the fruit of more than 50 years’ consistent effort to
provide a perfect service and complete satisfaction for
Vendor and for Buyer.

Every feature of every sale at Harmer’s of Bond
Street is handled by experts—men whose wide experience
enables them to reveal those little extra points of a stamp
that enable the distant Buyer to bid confidently and in
complete security, and ensure for the Vendor a fair price
for his stamps.

That is why almost all the great collections are placed
with Harmer’s of Bond Street for dispersal-—why more than
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond
Street Stamp Auctions—why Harmer’s have a larger turn-
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer.

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues.
Our brochure “Selling Stamps at Auction” also is free to
prospective Vendors.

H. R. HARMER

The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer
ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS.

39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1,
ENGLAND.

Cables: “HARMER’'S BOND STREET LONDON.”
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TUNION OF SOUTH AFRICA.
1d. Rotogravure without Watermark.

We have recently been shown what corve-
sponds closely in appearance with tlr}e eax:ly
printings of the first 1d. rotogravure (b.Qr. 43),
but on unwatermarked paper. There is this
difference, however, that the shade is a pink
rather than the familiar carmine or red of this
issue. 'This is the first we have heard or seen
of this error; can any reader throw light on
where it has been hiding all these years and
how or where it was found?

S. RHODESIAN VARIETIES.

Mr. H. S. Conway has submitted some _minor
‘varieties, of rather the ‘‘fly-spot’” type, 1n the
2d. Matabeleland Commemorative.

(1) A white spot above the M. There is also
a white streak above the 8 of 1893, but this is
merely the result of slightly faulty registration
of the head and frame plates.

(2) Minute white dots across the horse’s
back behind the saddle roll.

(8) White dot, near shoulder, underneath
the bandolier.

He also. submits one, already well known
(stamp 60 of sheet), with a white line under
the saddle roll.

Incidentally it may be mentioned that an
advertisement in the Australian Stamp Monthly
offers this variety at 7s.; the same price 1s
asked for the other well-known constant variety
on No. 45, with a broken D in the right-hand
valve tablet. Also 3s. for a ‘“‘narrow’’ stamp.

BELGIAN CONGO.

We are informed that there will be a limi-
ted issue of Red Cross stamps for the Congo,
and a similar set for Ruanda-Urundi, towards
the end of the year, The values will be
50c.+-50fr., 1fr. 25--100fr.,, 1fr. 75-4100fr.,
and 3fr. 50+100fr. :

JAMAICA.

Jamaica is shortly to have a set of stamps
commemorative of its new constitution. It is
said there will be seven values ranging from
13d. to 10s.
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GIBBONS’ SIMPIIFIED STAMP
CATALOGUE.

The 1944, 12th edition, has just arrived.
What with paper rationing and staff difficul-
ties how the editor manages to get it out at
all we can hardly imagine. Issues which have
appeared since the last edition are placed to-
gether in an addendum at the end of the
volume, but price alterations, of which there
are stated to be many thousands, have been
made right through the body of the volume,
which now runs to 1,190 pages, listing over
65,250 stamps and with thousands of illustra-
tions, Readers can count on the prices given
as being the very latest available, but it should
be remembered that in this catalogue few
“varieties’”” are given and the prices quoted are
always that for the cheapest variety listed in
the ‘‘big Gibbons.”” Watermark and Perfora-

_tion varieties, for instance, are ignored. War-

time stamps of enemy or enemy-occupied coun-
tries are not given, as dealing in them is ille-
gal. An excellent production for the simple-
Iife collector. The price is 12s. 6d. plus’ 1s.
postage.

BERMUDA’S GIANT STAMP SALE.

Last month we reported a sale of stamps
seized as Prize as going to be held in Bermuda.
The Philatelic Trader says it has now been
learned from the Attorney-General there, that
it will not be held ““at any rate for some time
to come.”” The Trader hopes the sale will be
transferred to London, as being the best mar-
ket, and as giving more people a chance to

bid.
ABYSSINTIA.

Gibbon’s Stamp Monthly announces a com-
plete new set of stamps on order from Water-
low & Sons, are expected to be on sale about’
the end of the year. These will be 8 ordinary
postage, 2¢—3 dollars; 8 Air Stamps, 8c—10
dollars; and 4 Dues, 3—30c,

DEATH OF MR. G. F. RAPKIN.

We xegret to hear of the death of Mr. G. F.
Rapkin, senior partner in the firm of that
name, well known to philatelists as manufac-
turers of albums and other accessories. The
business will be carried on by the remaining
partner, Mr., Frank G. Rapkin.
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THE UNION LARGE 13d. GOLD
MINE STAMPS LACKING SHADING
ON THE DUMP

By H. E. BOWEN.

-d

The large 1id. ““Gold Mine” stamp ap-
peared without warning on 12th November,
1936. It was known the day before that
stocks had been distributed to various post
offices, but even then the local officials did not
know definitely when the stamps were to be
released for sale.

Sheets were supplied to the JIPEX P.O.,
which was then in full swing, and these new
13d. stamps were put on sale there on 12th
November. According to ‘“The South African
Philatelist,” Vol. 12, 1936, p. 181, ‘“‘on a
number of sheets seen at JIPEX on the day
of issue many of the stamps had the shading
on the mine dump almost or entirely lacking,
b}llxt t?’is has not been noted on sheets seen since
then.

iSo far as I am aware this statement still
holds good; at any rate, I have not heard of
or seen any references to sheets with this defect
having been encountered other than those at
JIPEX.

Mr. W. Redford, who, along with a postal
official, was in charge of the JIPEX P.O., in-
forms me that only a few of the sheets sup-
plied there showed this pecularity. In the
bustle which prevailed no definite check on
them was made, but his impression is that”
probably mnot more than about twenty-five
sheets were so affected.

I have kept one of these sheets intact, and it
has been represented to me that it would be of
interest to put the peculiarities of it on re-
cord. I have, therefore, made the accom-
panying plan of this sheet, indicating by num-
bers the degree of shading which is to be seen
on the mine dump between the headgear and
the large chimney on the left. Normally this
shading occurs in two patches; the smaller
one, next the chimney, is triangular in shape
with the apex downwards, the larger one,
next the headgear has two apices pointing
downwards.

On the plan, O indicates that. the shading is
completely absent, while 4 indicates that it is
fully present as regards both area and depth
of shading—these are readily estimated. The
other gradings—1, 2 and 3—are admittedly
somewhat arbitrary, and everyvone might not
agree with them in detail, but they serve to
indicate the amount of shading present. 1
may be taken as meaning just a trace, 2 a
little, and 3 a fair amount, but either not
quite complete as regards size or as regards
depth of shading. :

Tt will be seen that there are 12 stamps with
no shading, 30 with only a trace, 40 with a
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little, 28 with a fair amount, and 10 in which
the shading is complete. It is interesting to
note that in the stamps with defective shading
or with none at all the stamps otherwise are
no paler than those with full shading.

The plan brings out that the deficiencies are
most apparent about the centre of the sheet,
but I must leave it to others more familiar
with printing processes to discuss how this has
occurred.

4 4 4 3 4 4
o 2 2 3 4 4
Ty o 1 2 > | 3
T2 | 1 | o | 1 3
% o | 2z | 1 | 3 3
T3 [ 2 2 | 2 s | 3
TS 2 | 2 | 2 2 3

Pal T T 2 3
— o |1 | e 9 2
S 1 | 0 1 3

s |1 |t | o 2 2
T 0 | o o1 2
U2 o 0 | 2 3
T | s 0 | 2 9
T 2 | o3 1 2 3
B 1 2 3
o | 3 | 2 | 1 2 | 3
R R AR B N
R T 1 3 3

I 1 T e T s

It may be noted that the sheet is numbered
3425 on the right-hand margin of the sheet
opposite rows 6 and 17. Stamp No. 1 is in
English, and as they come thereafter alter-
nately 1n Afrikaans and English it is simple
to make out from the plan whether deficiencies
are on English or on Afrikaans stamps.

The sheet shows the well-known constant

flaws, such as the broken chimney on No. 66,

the bent right-hand frame line on No. 74, and
the small white spot on the left of the headgear
on No. ’

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS
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: ST. HELENA British Colonial Offers:—
°
€All mint, except Canada and Newfoundland)
8 Solomons 1940 Post. Dues, epl .. .. 12 ¢
T 11 stamps of St. ’
Wanted: To buy all stamy 8 Gilbert & Ellis, P. Dues 1940, epl. .. 10 6
¢ X . . 3 Canada 1932 Ottawa Conference, cpl. 1 9
: Helena highest prices paid for all 7 Canada 1932 Geo. V epl. 1-13¢. .. .. .. 1 9
) 6 Canada Airmail 1928/44, 5e-Te. . 2 6
early Queens, and later high values 12 New Zealand Health 1936- 1943 cpl (e\
1938)/ .. 10 6
. 7 Swaziland (,eo \ 1933, -d ~1s. cpl .. 10 6
n mplete sets, like Centenar !
and  co piete ? y 9 Nyasaland Geo. V 1934, id.-1s. epl. .. 15 0
) . 32 Falklands Dependencies, 2nd ptg., epl. 22 6
set, 15s. stamp, mint and used. 3 Egypt 1936 Treaty epl. .. .. .. .. .. 3 §
: 3 Egypt 1937 Capitulations epl, .. .. .. 3 90
1 Egypt 1944 Fuad Memorial cpl. 1 0
8 E.A.F. (Somalia) on C.B. ¢pl, .. .. .. 6 6
© 6 Newfoundland 1918 Caribou, 1-10c. .. 4 6
8 Nigeria Geo. V 2d. to 1s. .. .. .. .. 8 6
) Apply: Nett, c.w.o., post free.
| Iii"ELJE
3
455 WEST STREET 7-0- Box 576,
' : 'BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S.
’ DURBAN Ellllllllllllll'l'llllll"lllll'l!llllllllIII

VEEKLY STAMP EVERY
AUCTION SALES ~ ™rsoa

CATALOGUES ON REQUEST
Postdl bids accepted

Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by prlvate treaty

JAMES MILDENHALL & COMPANY

Philatelic Auctioneers
Corner RISSIK & MARSHALL STREETS (Opp. Escom House)

JOHANNESBURG
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- NOTES ANENT THE UNION 1d. ELECTROTYPED
STAMPS, ESPECIALLY THE TWO DIES OF THE .
SHIP VIGNETTE

TS

In my paper entitled “Two Dies of the Ship
Vignette of the Electrotyped 1d. Stamps of
the Union of South Africa,” which was printed
on pages 56 and 57 of the South African Phil-
atelist” for May, 1944, I stated, inter alia,
that— .

““No major differences will be discerned,
however, as far as the ships themselves are
concerned. It would appear that an cntirely
new vignette die was not engraved but that
Die B was obtained from Die A, the original
master vignette die, etc.”

My adumbration afore and to the extent that
only one master vignette die was engraved, and
which I had designated Die A, subsequently
was 11>1'oved correct, for it found verification
in a letter which I received recently from Mr.
S. G, Clifford, who is a Director of Waterlow
& Sons, Limited. I have to thank Mr. Clifford,
who in that letter very kindly informed me,
in reply to my prior enquiry anent the original
. master ship vignette die, as follows:—

“I can say definitely, however, that there
was only one original die. This is confirmed
by our records, and I have also been in touch
with the engraver of the die, Mr. J. A. C.
Harrison, who has now retired from work,
but is still alive and well.”

The records quoted by Mr. Clifford are the
ones presently housed in the archives of Water-
low & Sons, Limited. They yielded no infor-
mation in respect of the derivation of the
alleged Die B from the pristine Die A. Such
omission  of reference to any secondary state
of the master vignette dic may be due to the
fact that the 1d. denominated stamps were not
printed at the Finsbury ateliers of Waterlow
& Sons, Limited. These stamps which depicted
the ship of Van Riebeek actually were printed
in Watford at a factory which formerly was

owned by Waterlow Brothers & lLayton,.

Limited. The stamps were printed during the
latter part of 1925. The Watford factory was
acquired by Waterlow & Sons, Limited, in
1924, simultaneously with its amalgamation
with Waterlow Brothers & Layton, Limited.
At the time of my enquiry the Watford factory
was no longer occupied by Waterlow & Sons,
Limited, and obviously no information as re-
gards Die B was obtainable from the ateliers
which produced these stamps.

From a perusal of Mr. Clifford’s reply to me
it is evident that the printers experienced cer-
tain difficulties in connection with the print-
ings in black ink from the en cpargne electro-
typed vignette plate or plates. Inter alia, he
stated that—

“The black printing was found difficult,
e were_occasions when a sinale stamn
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was found to be faulty after electrotyping,
was cut out of the block and replaced.”

The words italicized by me in the foregoing
paragraph, mnamely, ‘‘single stamp” and
“block,” should be interpreted respectively as
“single cliche or single electro” and ‘‘plate.”
In other words, an unknown number of units
were cub out of the plate (or plates) and were
replaced by an equivalent number of single
cliches or single clectros.

With cognisance of the facts clicited from
the printers I have examined sedulously num-
bers of pairs and blocks and a 240-set sheet of
the 1d. denominated stamps, with Die A
vignettes, printed by Waterlow & Sons,
Limited, but thus far I have not located any
stamps which may be classified as stamps whose
vignettes were printed from SUBSTITUTED
CLICHES OR ELECTROS; unless the vig-
nette plate (or plates), which produced the
ship designs on the stamps examined by me,
cither did not contain substitutes, or contained
such cliches or electros which were inserted in
the apertures of removed faulty ones with
such degrees of precision as to defy detection
thereof. by ocular examination of the stamps
through ordinary magnifiers. Hitherto I have
referred to single cliches or electros inserted in
the vignette plate or plates in London. 1In
South Africa a delinquent cliche was removed
from Vignette Plate 2, that is, the plate which
was distinguished by two nicks in the outer
jubilee line below stamp*No. 240 on a sheet.
In this instance, however, a cliche was cut
from a disused plate and inserted or welded
in the aperture of the removed cliche. Simen-
hoff catalogue this example of a substituted
cliche as “Twisted head-plate’”’—Row 16 No. 9.

E. BLUM

P.0. BOX 1669 CAPE TOWN
recommends his services to Dealers and Collectors
alike for Selling and Buying stamps from all
countries., Price List now ready and can be sent
to applicants free on demand. Collections and
Ac¢cumulations bought for spot cash, Highest
prices paid. Established in South Africa since
1930, First class references,
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BASUTOLAND K.G. VI, S.G. 18-28, NYASALAND K.G. V 1934.5, complete
complete used set, 1d—~10/-, at 28/9. mint set, S.G. 114-122, 3d.—1/-, cat
BECHUANALAND K.G. VI, S.G. 118- 24/2, at 16/9. -

128, complete used set, 2d——10/-, at NYASALAND K.G. VI, S.G. 180-8 (9
32/6. - stamps), 3d.—1/-, used, at 4/9 set.
BRITISH SOMALILAND K.G. VI 1938 SIERRA LEONE K.G. VI, current

S.G. 103, 3 rupee mint cat 75/- at 2d.—1/-, used, at 4/3 set.

20/-. SOUTH AFRICA S.G. 49, 2/6 used
CEYLON K.G. VI, 2¢—1r (10 stamps) joined pair, at 2/6.

used, at 4/9 set. 64, 5/- used joined pair, at 7/6.
EGYPT 1939, 8.G. 310 and 311, 50p and 64a, 10/- used joined pair, at 15/-.

£E1, used, at 25/. the pair. S. RHODESIA K.G. VI, S.G. 40-52,
KENYA K.G. VI, be—10/- (11 stamps) 3d.—5/-, complete used set, at 17/9.

used, at 16/6 set. 1940 Golden Jubilee, complete set,
N. RHODESIA K.G. VI, S.G. 25.32, in- mint at 4/6; used at 5/6.

cluding obsolete 13d. and 2d., 3d. ——1/- S.W.A, 1931 S.G. 74.84, 3d.—10/-,

used, at 3/9 set. superb used joined pairs, at 55/- set.

FREE FRENCH SPECIAL OFFERS:

AMBULANCE LACQUINTINIF mlnt values, mint and used, at 25/-.

set, London price £10, our price 75/-. 15 CAMEROONS, mixed values, mint |
REQISTANCE-LIBFRATION complete and used, at 22/6.

mint sets total 24 stamps, at £13/10. 14 INDIAN SETTLEMENTS, complete
25 EQUATORIAL AFRICA, mixed mint definite set, at 19/6.

NEW ZEALAND OFFERS:
S.G. 540, 2/~ used at 2/6; 1941 S.G. multiple (i.e., new wmk.) All mint:

624/5 mmt provisionals at 10d. the pair; F180 at 3/9; F203 at 5/3; F181 at
1940 S.G. 618, 7d. scarce centenary 6/-; F182 at 7/6; F204 at 8/3; F183 at
value, mint or used at 15/6. 1944 New 9/-; F184 at 10/6; F186 at 12/.; F188
Issues as S.G. Nos, quoted only wmk, at 15/-.

MANCHURIA—Temporary Japanese Occupation—Complete mint sets :

1940, 2nd Visit of Emperor Kangteh 1940, 2,600th Anniversary of Found-
to Japan S.G. 114.5, at 2/-. ing of Japan, S.G. 122.3, at 3/6.
1940, 1st National Cenqus S.G. 118- 9, 1941, National Conscription, S.G. 122-
at 3/-. 3, at 3/6.
OR the Four Sets at 10/6.

SOVIET RUSSIA:

Special 200th Anniversary Behring set of 8 different, at 6/6.
Straits, set of 4 different, at 4/6. 5 Assorted sets of latest War Issues,
25th’ Anniversary of the Revolution, 16 different stamps, at 12/6.

All offers are subject to being unsold and alteration without notice.
1,000 EDINA STAMP HINGES in packet at 1/8 including postage.
Please Include Postage, Registration and Exchange on Cheques.
Special Offers in British Africans, Colonials, Silver Jubilees, and Coronatien Sets.
Please send in your Want-List of your requirements, stating Catalogue Nos.
Approvals sent to Approved Clients. References Essential.

Woanted to buy : Collections and Accumulations of Stamps. We pay highest prices
. per return post.

JACK’S RADIO BAZAAR

64-66 MAIN ROAD, MOWBRAY, CAPE.
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SOME SOUTH AFRICAN WAR
MARKS —1939/44

NOSIHITIIALANNIANNY,

The listing and classifying of war markings
on covers will give philatelists interested in
this phase of philately occupation for years to
come. They include such things as Navy,
Army and Airforce postal cancellations, cen-
sor’s marks and seals and lots of other mis-
cellaneous markings which will be considered
of interest. Official information and records of
some of these will not be available till after
hostilities cease and it is.probably still not ad-
visable to publicize details one happens to
know about some of them, especially as regards
locations.

There appears to be no possible harm, how-
sver, in putting on record the following mixed
bag “of South African markings, whilst they
are still more or less fresh in one’s mind. ‘The
list makes no pretence at being complete and
is merely put forward as a contribution of
things seen personally in the hope that it may
serve to elicit further contributions and, per-
haps, to stimulate an interest in this particu-
lar field among others who have mnot so far
bothered about it.

(1) In 1939 letters en route to enemy coun-
tries at the outbreak of war or addressed to
such countries or to occupied territory after
the outbreak, might come back to the sender
months. later with one or other of the follow-
ing:——

(a) A buff label inside with a bilingual
notice, of which the English version read
“U.C.12. Union of South Africa, Department
of Posts and Telegraphs.- Returned to sender
owing to the suspension of communications
with enemy countries.”” Envelope closed with
a Censor’s seal U.C.8.

(b) A 2-operational rubber stamp in purple:
the first reading ‘“No Service,” and the
second, between bars, ‘‘Undeliverable—Return
to address shown on cover. Onbestellbar—
Stuur terug na adres om omslag.”’

(2) 1940 letters addressed to such countries
as Norway, Holland, Belgium, France, Channel
Islands and Italy came back with such mark-
ings as the folowing:— )

(a) Rubber stamp, in two lines, ‘“Mail Ser-
vice/Suspended,” in violet or purple. Several
varieties (different sizes and styles of type),
probably indicative of use at different places.

(b) Rubber stamp, one line, in violet ‘“Mail

Services Suspended.”’
. (¢) Rubber stamp, two lines in a rectangular
box divided by a horizontal line into two com-
partments ‘“No Service /Return to Sender.”” (On
a cover to Jersey—may perhaps be an English
mark.) In violet.

(d) Rubber stamp, in two lines, ‘“Mail Ser-
vice Suspended/Posdiens Gestaak.” Also used
in 1942 on covers to Far East destinations.
In violet or purple.

(e) Perhaps British markings. On a cover
addressed to a British soldier in June, 1940.
Rubber stamps in violet.
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(a) Circle with “Army Post Office” acros
centre, vertical lines above and below

(b) Rectangle with two compartment/
“Undelivered for rcasons stated”
iuop one, and ‘‘Return to sender’ .
ow.

(¢) 2-line marks ‘‘Addressee/Reported
Prisoner of War,” and ‘‘Addressee/
Reported Missing.”’

(3) 1941, on a cover to China. Perhaps not
a South African mark as the cover has, in
addition to a Union Censor’s seal, one which
does not belong to the Union. The mark is a
double lined rectangular with two compartments
and the wording ‘‘Service Suspended/Returned
to Sender.”” In purple.

(4) .Censor’s Seals. Most, but not all, of
such covers as are described above, have been
opened and closed again by a Censor’s seal.
These are all similar; originally they were
marked U.C.8, later they were of two sizes,
approximately 11 x 4.3 ¢cm. and 9 x 3.8 cm,,
and marked U.C. 8 Large (Groot) and U.C.8
Small (Klein) respectively. They are of white
paper and have on them, printed in red,
““Union of South Africa/Opened by/Censor.
Unie van Suid Afrika/Deur Sensor Qopge-
maak.”’

At first there was no ‘‘tie’’ of these seals to
the covers; later they were tied by a rubber
stamp showing the Union Coat of Arms above
a letter. The letters appear to be indicative
of the place of censoring, and details as to
these may be available at some later date.

(5) (a) On a cover posted in-the Union to a
soldier 1in the Union, two marks, violet rubber
stamps (a) ‘“Return to sender/Unable to
trace.”” (b) No regiment shown.” Query? A
civil P.O., or an Army P.O. mark.

(b) On a cover from the Union to a soldier
in the E.A.F. Possibly an East African not a
South African mark. Rubber stamp in violet,
5 lines, ‘“Undelivered owing to—Insufficient/In-
correct address—No. Rank Initials Name and
full particulars of Unit must be written—c/o
AP.S.

(6) Some letters, etc., have arrived from
overseas with (a) a purple rubber stamp en-
dorsement ‘‘Damaged/By Sea Water,”” or (b)
in red and in much smaller type than (a),
““Damaged by Seawater/Beskadig deur Sce-
water.”” Presumably the ship carrying these
suffered through enemy action at sea, but
without the mails being entirely lost.

(7) For some time paper saving has been
encouraged by the use of the same envelope
twice or oftener either by leaving space for
additional addresses or by pasting paper over
the original address. This is not permitted,
however, on envelopes going outside the Union.
If it is tried, the letter comes back with the
endorsement in a rectangular box ‘‘Contrary
tb Regulations/In Stryd met die Regulasies.”
If the sender’s name and address are not avail-
able on the outside of the envelope, it will have
been opened and re-sealed by the Censor.

Curiously enough we have seen several twice
used envelopes which have arrived here from
both Britain and the U.S.A, without any post
office or censor marks at either end.

J. H. HARVEY PIRIE.



“Covers the World”’

@ RUSSIA
1944 Stratosphere Heroes (2)... 6 9
11944 Militant Friendship (2)... 3 6
11944 Turgenev Anniversary (2) 1 3
or the three Sets ... For 10 6
@ BRITISH EMPIRE
BECHUANALAND
S.G.53 broken P ... £7 0 0
Regent No. 89 10 0
BRITISH GUIANA CENT. .. £2 0 0
BR. SOMALILAND 1938 ... £8 0 0
tGREAT BRITAIN P.U.C. £1 ... £2 0 0
JUBILEE compl. ... £35 0 0
tNATAL S8.G. 171 vertical pair
pmk 17 July, 1911 ... £25 0 0
S.W.A. t8.G. 13 hor. pr. .. £8 0 0
1S.G. 26 block ... .. £710 0
t8.G. 27 vert. pr. ... £17 10 0O
S.G. 2 <« Afrika ™ over
“South-West” block... £40 0 0
S.G. 1 ditto pair... £15 0 0O
S.G. 31 ' » €100 0 0
S.G. 2 doubleo/p ... £12 0 0
S.G. 12 Control Block... £40 0 0
S.G. 26 . » £5 0 6
'S.G. 39 ' ' £ 0 0
8.G.3. . £6 0 0
SOUTH AFRICA
26.10.18 p.c. ‘Make Your
Sixpence Fly’’ Blue Wing on
Red Cross ..o £410 O
1925 Air mint ... e £2 0 0
used .. £2 5 0
cover .. £2°10 9

Postage Extra.
tIndicates used, otherwise mint.
Offers subject to being unsold and subject to
price changes. E. & O.E
WE WANT TO BUY—
OLD AND MODERN COLLECTIONS,
SINGLE RARITIES AND ERRORS,
DUPLICATES & OFFICE MIXTURES.
Prompt Cash on acceptance of Offer.
W ALSO WELCOME GOOD
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COI.I.ECTORS WANTS
AND OFFERS

(Twopence per word per insertion
with minimum of 2/- per insertion)

Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used
copies wanted. Particularly Edward
and George. High prices willingly

paid.
William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes-
burg.

Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S.
covers and rarities wanted by
A. E, Basden, Box 288, Pretoria.

Collections Wanted to Buy.—Old and
Modern Collections, Single Rarities
and Errors, Duplicates and Office
Mixtures.

Prompt cash on acceptance of offer:

E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.),
117 Longmarket Street, Cape Town.

Wanted: Transvaal, Natal, Cape, O.F.S,,
Bechuanaland, Gambia, St. Helena,
Egypt France. Picked copies, rari-
ties and varieties, also 9,000 items
for world collection up to 1933 issues.

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg.

For Service, promptness and satisfac-
tion.

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni.
Phone 54-1692.

Mr. E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom,
offers Blocks of South African Col-
onies and Union, also full range of
Entires.

Basutoland: Wanted covers, or stamps
postmarked in Basutoland before
1910.

Harding, Box 108, Ladybrand.

N.Z. 1944 Health Set on cover for fifty
assorted S.A. in good condition.

S. Curtis & Co., Ashhurst, New Zea-'
land.

Liberia: Wanted collection, sets or
single stamps.

Angus Bennett, Box 733, Cape Town.

Wanted: S.A. Military Postmarks in
S.W.A. Stanley Gibbons 18a. and
46a. Postage Due D.2.a.—D.8.B and
C

I i\/Iattei, 24 Hoofd Street, Braamfon-
tein, Johannesburg.

EXCHANGES
E. M. LACY
Bankers: Telegrams: Globephil.
Barclays. Telephone: 2-4657.

(Globe Postage Stamp Company)
117, Longmarket Street, Capetown.
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NORWEGIAN WAR FUNDS.

We have been asked to state that in the re-
cent rafile of an envelope with a.set of the
Norwegian War Stamps and autographed by
King Haakon, Prince Olaf, General Smuts and
Mr, Chulchlll the “draw” was performed by
the Mayor of Johannesburg and the winner
of the envelone was Mr M Coloe
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Postal Markin-gs of the Nyasaland
Field Force 1916/1918

By J. 1. OATES.

T

[As a result of my article on the markings
of the G.E.A. Campaign, 1914/1918, in the
February issue of the South African Phila-
telist, the following additional notes have been
supplied by Mr. J. L. Oates of Cape Town, who
served in that area for some time. The notes
should be read in conjunction with the article
mentioned; the type numbers (6-9) used for
the Nyasaland cancellations in that article
have been retained here.

Incidentally it may be mentioned that Mr.
. Jagger, who supplied a good deal of the
information in my article, writes from Teheran
that he has just received the S.A. Philatelist
containing the article. He states that the
mark illustrated as No. 16 was definitely used
in Egypt; it was listed as occurring on mail
from East Africa, but as of uncertain origin
and not mnecessarily actually used in East
Africa.—J. H. Harvey Pirie, Ed., S.A. Ph.]

(1) The Forces which used these stamps were
under General Northey’s Command (Nyasa-
land Field Force, or N.F.F. for short). It is
believed that the stamps were over-printed
N.F. because of a shortage of Fs in the Gov-
ernment printing department at Zomba where
the over-printing was done.

The Force was made up of South African,
Nyasaland and Rhodesian European troops, a
battalion of Cape Coloured troops from the
Union and Native regiments, such as the
King’s African Rifles, the Rhodesian Native
Regiment and the North Rhodesian Police.

(2) The first cancelling stamps used (“‘squared
circles’—Types 6 and 7 in previous article)
were obtained from the Nyasaland civil postal
authorities and altered to the wordings re-
corded under those headings. Tyes 8 and 9
were specially made for the Field Force’s postal
service, :

(3) The same number, e.g., No. 1, may be
found on more than one type of mark. This
does not mean that there were two ‘‘No. 17
offices but that No. 1 office had issued to it ab
different times two (or more) different can-
cellers, and the use of an earlier one was not
necessarily always discontinued when a later
one was received.

(4) It is difficult to say how many offices
using the cancelling stamps were in operation
at any one time as the Army DPost Offices
changed continually with the movements of the
troops. It is known, however, that the Base
Army Post Office was first at Zomba, and to-
wards the end of the war was established at
Limbe near Blantyre.* In addition to these
two places, A.P.Os were at one time or other
established at Tort Johnston, Mtengula,

e T e AT oema ot olased
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Mbamba Bay, Manda (previously Wiedhaven),
0Old Langenberg and Mwaya—all on the Lalke.
Headquarters, which used dated stamp No. 1
for most of.the time, was at New Langenberg
(now Tikuyu) during the early stages of the
campaign, but subsequently moved to other
places.

A.P.Os were also established at Rungwe,
Njombe, Tandala, Lupembe, Malangali and
Songea. Rarly in 1916, before the Forces
crossed the Border into (what was then) G.E.A.,
it is believed these date stamps were used at
the A.P.Os at Fife and Fort Hill in Northern
Rhodesia and Northern Nyasaland respectively.

[T have a 1d. NF cancelled by a rubber stamp
“RUNGWE’” in block capitals 3.5 m.m. high.
Tt may be a postmark, but there is no actual
proof that it is.—Ed.]

(5) Tt would be very difficult to specify at
this stage which numbers were used at each
point, as the Force was mobile on account of
the guerrilla warfare adopted by the enemy.

Coming to the various types of markings
already recorded and illustrated, the following
additional information is culled from used N.F.
stamps in my possession:—

(6) Type 6. (‘“‘squared
cirele” with Nyasaland
at the top, followed be-
lowv by F.F, and a
number. F.F. 5 can
be added to the Nos. 2
and 3 already recorded.
Its date of use is some-
time in 1916.

(7) The story of the
‘use of the F.F. 2 mark
on Portuguese Nyassa
stamps _at Mtengula is
not quite, correct as re- 1))
corded (loc. cit.); actu-
ally, the use of N.F. stamps at Mtengula was
objected to by the Portuguese authorities, and
the procedure agreed upon was that any mem-
ber of the Forces requiring stamps for the pur-
pose of registering letters or sending parcels
through the A.P.0. had to purchase Portu-
guese Nyassa stamps at the civil post office
as and when required. Letters franked with
these stamps were then handled by the F.F. 2
post office just as if they had been franked
with N.F. stamps. There was no bulk over-
printing or cancelling of the Portuguese
Nyassa stamps with the F.F. 2 canceller. iIn
the circumstances narrated I doubt -very much
whether the figure given of. 207 of each of the
twelve denominations can be relied on. This
would mean practically that everyone buying
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any. of these stamps bought them in complete
sets. Whilst 1 agree that it is quite likely
that a good many were bought in complete sets
for use as philatelically interesting, it is very
improbable that all were so purchased, and
equally improbable that there is any way of
knowing just how many of any particular de-
nomination were used.

(8) Type 7 (“squared circle,” but with
“F.P.O. No. . . . ” at the top instead of
“Nyasaland.””) August 18, 1916, can be noted
as an earlier date of usage than previously
given, No addition made to the record of .
Nos. 1 and 6 as using this type. For registra-
tion purposes No, 1, at all events, had pink
labels perforated above and below, but not at
the sides (probably printed, therefore, in strips
one label wide). These labels show a large
“R” followed by ‘“N.F.F. 1”/NYASALAND,”
and ‘“No.”” with room for filling in the number
in M/S, ink or pencil.

There may be another of the ‘“squared
circle” type, but its recognition at present de-
pends on a single indistinet specimen. The
lettering at the top appears to be “F.P.0.”
only ; below this in three lines across the centre
comes ‘‘10/27 OC/17,”” then there is something
short, very indistinct, but suggestive of
‘(B.C.A.7})

(9) Type 8 (Double circle mark, with ¥.P.0.
at top and number at bottom, flanked on either
side by heavy black chords). No addition to
Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4 already recorded, but dates
of wusage considerably extended. No. 1,
28 Sep. 16 to 26 Dec. ’18. No. 2 previously
recorded in violet. It should be noted that
this usage, on 22 Sep. ’16 was not on an N.F.
stamp but on an ordinary 4s. stamp. Accord-
ing to S.G. this stamp (No. 95) was only issucd
in 1918, so there appears to be something queer
about this and the record had better be ignored
meantime. Usage of No. 3 can be put earlier—
to 5 Oct. ’16, and that of No. 4 to 16 Dec. ’16.

® 9

(10) Type 9. (Double circle mark, with
CFIELD POST OFFICE” at top and a plain
number below. No addition to the numbexs
5, 7,8 and 9 already recorded. Dates: No. 7,
May and Aug. ’'17; No. 8, 23 June ’17 to 25
June ’18. Registrations at this office are en-
tirely in M/S, blue pencil, no special ]abgls,
No. 9 dates are Apr. ’17 to Dec. ’18. For
registration this office had a rubber stamp
“AP.0. ZOMBA,” which has been seen in
black and in green, the registration number
being written below in indelible pencil.

(11) It should be stated that dates of usage
given are merely the earliest and latest seen;
they are not to be taken as indicating the full
period the particular officc was in operation.

Other points of interest are (a) that N.I.

and ordinary Nyasaland stamps can _occasion-
A A g Yo v ~ ' (R - AN 1oL NT T
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stamps can be found cancelled in a civil P.O.
such as that of Zomba. (c¢) that after about
May or June ’18 the stock ‘of N.F. stamps
was running low, at any rate in the main
office (No. 9, Type 9 at Zomba) and ordinary
unoverprinted Nyasaland stamps were used.
On the other hand, specimens of N.F. stamps
are to be found used in that office as late as
Dec. ’18.  There was no restriction as to

* whether the N.F. or ordinary stamps were

used, and as the outlying A.P.0’s were closed
down so would the A.P.O’s nearer the Base
A.P.O’s be replenished.

(12) There 1s an interesting little story told
in connection with the six copies of the 3d.
stamps with the double overprint, inasmuch
as they were obtained {rom the individual in
charge of the AP.O, in the Mbamba Bay or
Songea area for a couple of bottles of whisky;
as there was, natul‘allltv, always a shortage of
this commodity beyond the Lakes the tempta-
tion was too great for this presumably non-
philatelist !

MONTHLY
PHILATELIC
BULLETIN

Each month The Windsor Stamp Co. pub-
lish THE WINDSOR MONTIILY PHILA-
TELIC BULLETIN, an attractive 12 page
illustrated list.

Contents include many offers of interesting
stamps, including sections for Ilmpire and
Iroreign; New Issties; Stamps for Investment;
Iligh values; Specimens; Accessories; Special
offers and a Monthly Outstanding DBargain.

No, we are not telling you any more as we
wish you to obtain and judge the M.P.B. for
yourself, and, of course, as a subscriber have
the exclusive offers each monih of stamps in
short supply at reasonable prices.

Subscription 2s. 6d. for one year’s supply of

12 issues, which please remit by Dritish Dostal
Order.. Specimen copy 3d.

THE WINDSOR STAMP COMPANY
UCKFIELD - SUSSEX - ENGLAND

FALKLAND DEPENDENCIES.

The demand for these having exhausted the
first printing, a second printing was released
by the Crown Agents about mid-August. Ac-
cording to Stamp Collecting, the overprints
throughout are of a duller red than those
which appeared m the first (April) printing.

EFFICIENT,

EXPEDITIOUS
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The Editor,
South African Philatelist,
BLUE MAFEKINGS ON LAID PAPER
BATONNE.

Sir,—I regret to find myself still in dis-
agreement with Dr, Freund as to the correct
designation of the paper on which these stamps
are printed.

. Melville, in his book ‘‘Postage Stamps in
the Making,”” Chapter 1V, Technical and Phil-
atelic Terms associated with Paper, defines
laid paper as follows:—‘“When the wire form-
ing the base of the mould (in hand-made paper)
or covering the dandyroll (in machine-made
paper) is composed of parallel lines set close
together, the resultant paper is termed ‘‘laid”’
in contradistinction to wove (q.v.). In all cases
of laid pdpers there are tying wires cros-
sing the ordinary waterlines to Leep the lines
level, and these show more prominently than
the Iaid lines.”” (The italics are mine.)
© Sefi defines it thus: ‘Taid paper is made
upon a wire cloth composed of close parallel
lines running down the longest way of the
mould and crossed at much wider intervals by
cross wires to keep them in place. The re-
sultant paper reproduces very clearly these
lines.”” (Italics again mine.)

Tt is clear that Dr. Freund’s definition is in-
accurate and unacceptable, and I doubt if ever
a “plain laid’’ paper showing only the close
parallel lines and no additional lines either
vertical or otherwise, such as is mentioned in
paragraph 5 of Dr. Freund’s letter was ever
or could be made,

Sefi writes about batonné paper: ‘‘Another
variety met with, particularly in older issues,
is a batonné paper which is watermarked with
straight parallel lines intended as a guide for
writing.”” Melville says ‘“Batonné; a term
adapted from the French and applied by phil-
atelists to paper resembling the commonly used
foreign notepaper.”’

If Dr. Freund has the facility for examin-
ing stamps of the 1871 issue of TFiji or the
Poonch issues of 1884-87 he will see what is
meant by the term ‘‘batonné.”’ If he is unable
to examine any of these I shall be glad to lend
him my copy of Sefi, which contains samples of
laid, wove and batonné papers.

The occurrence in the first (trial) printing
of the laid lines vertical instead of horizontal
is explained by the paper having been put into
the printing frame sideways, that is at right
angles to the usual way. A similar occurrence
is the sideways watermark in some of the Cape
triangulars. :

I am able to make a small addition to Dr.
Freund’s discovery of the watermark. T have
ascertained that “OCEANA FINE” watermark
is one of the registered marks on paper made
by John Dickinson & Co., who registered the
mark in 1886 and were probably using it even
earlier. 1 enclose a specimen of their paper
(described by themselves as ‘‘cream laid’’) with
this watermark, you will see the laid lines, both
horizontal and vertical, agree with those in
Dr. Freund’s article and drawing. [This is
so.—Ed.]

Yours faithfully,
EDWARD MOSELY.
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BOOKLET PANES.

A Booklet Pane Society has been organised
in America, the acting secretary- being Mr.
Sidney S. Jalkut, 271, Madison Ave.,, New{
York, 16, N.Y., U.S.A. Stamps issued in
booklet form are far from having been fully
studied or listed, and onc of the Society’s first
efforts is to compile a World List of them. We
have received a first list from them; it is
pointed out that it is far from complete and
they would welcome any information, and,
particularly, specimens for inspection.

In Africa the list records Egypt, 1; Kenya,
2; Nigeria, 2; S. Nigeria, 1; Union .of S.
Africa, 7; Algeria, 1; Cameroons, 4; Congo, 17;
French Morocco, 1; French Guinea, 2; French
Sudan, 1; German S.W.A., 3; Ivory Coast, 2;
Madagascar, 6; Mauritania, 4; Senegal, 3;
Tunisia, 2; Upper Scnegal and Niger, 1; and
Upper Volta, 1. :

The listing in the Union only goes back to
1933 and, in a personal communication, Mr.
Jalkut states he is most anxious to get book-
lets of the King’s Head series; also anything
up to six copies of the 3d. and 6d. razor blade
booklets; 2s. 6d. booklets, both green and blue
covers containing only #d. and 1d. stamps;
similar booklets with 14d. stamps and the early
large booklets with id. and 1d. stamps, wide
margins, both with and without advertise-
ments.

RN OO ORI nne

F. F. Reunion Mint 48 values at £2 10s, F.F.

Somaliland Mint 58 values at £3 15s. Indian 1A

Red Tete-Beche Used at 4s. per pr. or 8s. per

block., Newfoundland P13% 5¢ to 48c¢ at 16s. 6d.

set. N. Rhodesia K.G.VI % to 1s. incl. obs. 1id.

and 2d. at 3. 6d. per set. Basutoland %d. to 10s.
used K.G.VI at 27s. 6d. per set.

Write to:
J. CHAMBERS,

52 Parliament Streef,
PORT ELIZABETH.
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SOME BRITISH COLONIAL CHANGES

Mauritius: The 2¢, 10c¢, 12¢ and 1r are
appearing in approximately the same shades
but the design appears to be impressed into
the paper in a way that is unusual in sur-
face printed stamps.

Gambia: The 13d. and the 2d. have changed
over colours; the former now being grey and
ultramarine and the latter lake and scarlet.

Gibraltar: The 2d. is now carmine in place
of grey.

Turks and Caicos: 6d. sepia instead of
purple and 1s. olive green in place of brown

orange.
—Robertson Stamp Co.

ICELAND

There was due to be issued on June 17,
coincident with the  proclamation of its com-
plete independence from Denmark, a set of
six stamps ‘Wwith a portrait of Sigurdsson,
;»gxo obtained Iceland’s first constitution in

71.
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EARLY EUROPE

_ By K. CAMERON.
((Notes given with an exhibit before
the Cape Town Philatelic Society.)

Coocodbeocaoa)

This exhibit is made because our Hon. Sec-
retary thinks T have a wonderful collection of
Furopean stamps. I haven’t, as a matter of
fact, but some time ago I bought an old stuck-
down collection fairly cheaply, and what vou
see on the table is largely the outcome. Of
course, 1 have no intention of collecting every
country, but I decided that whatever I was
going to do with the stamps—whether T would
keep them or sell them—1 had to sort them out,
and here is the result, plus a few oddments
which T have accumulated from time to time.
In order to keep it within reasonable limits,
I have confined it to the first forty years of
stamps—up to the *70’s only.

It is a very mixed lot~—good, bad and in-
different—but with one or two exceptions most
of the European countries which issued stamps
during the early years are represented. Portu-
gal, Luxemburg and Finland are missing—
perhaps one or two others. i

There are reprints and even a couple of
damaged and repaired stamps—I can imagine
the highbrow’s horror!-—but they do give an
idea of what some of the older stamps look
like. The trouble with these early issues is
that it is very difficult (and very expensive)
to get perfect copies. I saw the other day that
a ‘‘Hawaiian Missionary’> repaired fetched
about £800. So what about it? Where are
you going to draw the line? If a repaired
Hawaiian Missionary is acceptable, why not a
Cape Triangular, or even some much less
famous stamp? Anyhow this subject is too con-
troversial for to-night, but it is one worthy of
consideration. All T will say is that I like a
good-looking stamp—rvepaired or otherwise—
and to blazes with those who only think of the
selling value!

. Much the same can be said about reprints
in which the early issues are prolific.

Of course there are a few good stamps here
and there—Great Britain, for example. The
Mulready is a sort of family heirloom, it was
addressed to my grandfather in 1840, but un-
fortunately it is not a first-day cover.
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Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIALS
should get into touch with me AT ONCE

Selections of choice Mint or Used

AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etec.,
on approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN
1ssues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue, REFERENCES ESSENTIAL.

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, Englan
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The trouble with showing any sort of collec-
tion is that there is always someone who has
more and better stamps, and I know there are
members present who could improve on many
of the countries of which I have shown a selec-
tion. But if we waited for perfection we
would have very, very few exhibits, and whilst
the angels fear to tread, I have rushed in.
Apologies.

(Concluded from page 120).
NYASALAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY
President, Mr. C. Stevens; Hon. RSecretary, Mr.
Anson; Meetings, 2nd or 3rd Mondays, Tobacco

Awction Rooms, Limbe, 5 p.m.

At the meeting on 10th July there were 14 members
present.

Myr. Milne read notes about the Falkland Islands

Dependencies stamps. i
Mr. Booth refervred to the increased market price of

v the Southern Rhodesia 13d. K.G.V (S.G. 16¢) and its

scarcity, Mr. Duff accounted for this by the fact that
this stamp (perf. 12) was isswed in booklet form, and
large numbers therefore did not come readily on the
market. oS

CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY.
President, W. D. Vallance; Hon. Secretary, S.
Kaganson, P.0O. Box 1973, Cape Town; Meetings, 2nd
and 4th Thursdays of the month at Yorkshire
Buildings, Strand Street, at 7.30 p.m.

24th August: Mr. Simenhoff in the chair. The eox-
hibit of the evening, ¢BEarly Europe,” was given by
Myr. K. Cameron, and his accompanying notes are pub-
lished elsewhere in this issue. Commander Enoch—a
specialist in the stamps of France—when examining the
display, made the interesting discovexy of a retouch
on the 15¢ bistre of the 1870 issue; to the best of his
knowledge this had not previously been noted in that
particular denomination. A

Four new members admitted. The evening closed with
the usual auction.,

Thursday, 14th September: Mr. W, L. Ashmead,
F.R.P.S.L., exhibited the stamps of Iceland. This ex-
hibit, which won the award in the Foreign Section at
the Pretoria Exhibition in 1931, is undoubtedly the
finest collection of the stamps of Iceland in this coun-
try, and Cdr. Enoch, speaking on_ the exhibit, went
so far as to place it in the world class. Only the mint
portion of the collection was shown, butt Mr. Ashmead
stated that he also had the same in used condition. The
issues from 1873 depicting the early stamps of Den-
mark were practically; complete, and the overprints of
1897 were well to the fore. The inverted and double
overprint here was psrticularly interesting. Commem-
oratives were well represented, outstanding among
these being the 1930 Parliamentary Millenary.

Other items of interest were the 1931 Zeppelin air
stamps anfl the Balbe Transatlantic Mass Flight over-
prints of 1933. .

After the usual business of the meeting had been
concluded, the auction took place, many items being of-
fered for Navy League and Red Cross Funds. L

B.L.C.

AT |
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SOCIETY NEWS

—ooeeoed

EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, Mr. A. Watson: Hon. Secretory, Mr.
8. F. Fowler, P.0O. Box 168, East London. Meetings,
Colosseum Building, 2nd Fridays, 7.45 p.m.

At the September meeting there were 21 members
and 4 visitors present. , .

After the usual business, a number of items of phila-
telic interest were passed round, and the president
then commented on the approaching departure to Dur-
ban of Mr. A. E. Basden. -

Myr. J. F. Paviour then favoured the meeting with an-
other of his most interesting papers. This one dealt
with the West Indian Islands, both historically and
philatelically.

To supplement his paper, Mr. Paviour displayed a
portion of his fine collection of the West Indian Col-
onies, a group which has always been one of the most
popular with collectors. There was a good selection of
the earlies, followed by practically all the more recent
issues, complete and unused.

Mr. Fowler, deputising for Mr. Meyer, who was un-
avoidably absent, laid out the latter’s collection of
Holland. This was very fine and complete, while the
writing' up of the various issues was particularly notice-
able, In the more recent issues, there was included a
splendid lot of the interrupted perforation varieties,
which are very elusive.

The president expressed the thanks and appreciation
of the meeting to the exhibiting members, arter which
the usual auction was held, most of the lots offered
being disposed of.

+ T.A.H.

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL.

President, A. L. Bevis; Hon. Sec.,, G. Milner,
Palmer, P.O. Box 588, Durban; Meetings, 1st and
3rd Wednesdays at London Assurance House, 319
Smith Street (in the rooms of the Durban Camera
Club, top floor). 7.30 p.m.

At our September meeting we had a record attend-
ance of 56 members and visitors,

The secretary read a few notes of general interest,
and also referred to Mr. C. P. Rang’s new Perfor-
ation Gauge and several new issues, .

A competition arranged by Mr. Lyle, which took the
form of questions in regard to Southi African stamps,
then took place, and it was astonishing to learn how
many little details about the stamps in every day use
are generally overlooked. Mr. Lyle presented two
prizes, one for the winner, Mr. R. Stanley ‘Gush, and
the other a hooby prize. This competition is an in-
novation as far as our Society is concerned, and it
was decided to have another competition at the next
meeting.

The exhibit was the Society’s Forgery collection which
has not been shown for some time. Mr. Percy C.
Bishop gave a talk on Stamp Forgerst and Fakers and
their methods. He went right back td the first Forgers
and Fakers, and his most interesting talk was listened
to by the large audience most intently. .

The auction followed, and this was excellently sup-
ported, good wprices being obtained.

+ G.M.P.
EAST RAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, 1it. J. A. B. van Wyk; Hon. Secretary-
Treasurer, . N. Rigg, 103 Kemston Avenue, Benoni;
Meetings, 3rd Tuesdays, 8 p.m., Hotel Regent,
Benoni.

At our annual general meeting the following were
elected to serve in office: President, Lt. J. A. B. van
Wyk ; vice-president, Mrs. G. Wood ; secretary-treasurer,
E. N. Rigg; Federation delegate, Mr. Shepherd; com-
mittee, Messrs. Gutsche, Gillmore, Suklje, Bode, Miss
Gillmore.

The competition arranged by Mrs. Wood was finally
won hy Lt. van Wyk after a tie with Miss Gillmore.
In this competition a very small portion of the stamp
was exposed and the country had to be named. Miss
Gillmore and Lt. van Wyk tied three times before the
final. ) .
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Exhibits of the Evening

Mr.. Legator exhibited his collections from the fol-
lowing countries: Somaliland, Ceylon, Cayman Islands,
Cyprus, Dominica, Gambia, Gibraltar, Grenada, North-
ern Rhodesia, St. Vincent, Turks and Caicos Islands.
Mr. Rigg exhibited his collection of Sarawak., Both
these exhibits were mostly in mint condition.

- N.R.

THE I?HILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG

President, F, J. H. Lang; Hon. Secretary, L.
Buchen, P.O. Box 4967, Johannesburg ; Meetings, 2nd
and 4th Tuesdays, Public Library, Johannesburg,
7.45 p.m. .

22nd August: Mr, Schubart tabled a very interesting
exhibit of the official issues of Australia, and read an
instructive paper on this subject. He pointed out that
although the stamps are not catalogued and although
some of the more recent numbers are not so highly
priced, the older items are, in many cases, elusive, to
the extent of being unprocurakle or obtainable only
after considerable search.

Stamps were auctioned and as a result our war funds
benefited to the extent’ of approximately £7.
. 12th September: This was our regular monthly meet-
ing, when Mr. Lang was in the chair. One new mem-
ber was elected. Notes of the month were read by
Mr. F. E. Ingham.

Mr. Lang announced that our society had decided to

"hold a stamp exhibition at the “Speed the Victory

Fair” to be held at the Zoo Lake grounds from Novem-
ber 25 to December 2, All members having suitable
material for display at this exhibit were requested to
assist the committee by contributing such material.
Also, as it is intended to sell stamps at this exhibition,
to increase our war funds, members were especially
requested to get busy right away to get material ready
for sale at this exhibition. The society hopes to raise
at least £1,000 through admission fees and sales at our
exhibit, and if all members, both resident and country,
will co-operate, this commendable objective will be
achieved..

The exhibit of the evening comprised a very fine

" collection of stamps of the Belgian Congo, tabled by Mr.

‘W. M. Glover. The stamps in this exhibit were accom-
panied by interesting photographs of lifd in this terri-
tory. But, probably the most outstanding feature of
the whole exhibit was the detailed way in which the
stamps were written up, including notes on the designs
as well as the quantities printed of most of the values
exhibited. The collection covered the period from 1886
up to the present, among which were the Deluxe
Miniature Sheet Blocks. Mr. L. Buchen expressed the
thanks of the society to Mr. Glover for -his excellent
exhibit.

‘War funds benefited from auctions and raffles to an
amount of £15.

The Pretoria Society visits us on 10th October and we
expect a bumper house.

o+ H.E.B.

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, Mr. Ferguson; Hon. Secretary, H. A.
Wager, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mon-
days, 8 p.m., Technical College.

4th September: Mr. Ferguson in the crair. Mr. Hawke
reviewed a new publication—Stamps of the British
Empirey .

Mr. Konya read a short story by a Czechoslovakian
author—nicely translated into English—on a philatelic -
episode. The author, as a boy, had a treasured col-
lection of stamps. This was apparently stolen from
him by a boy friend and this changed the whole trend
of his life, making him morose, unpopular and self-
centred. The discovery of the collection in his later life
came too late to make any alteration in his life, al-
though it did make him return to the ranks of philately.

18th September: Mr. Ferguson in the chair. Dr.
Broom gave a very instructive talk on Transvaal
stamps. With the aid of the two original dies of the
Transvaal stamps, loazned from the Museum, he demon-
strated how the plating of the stamps could be obtained.
He showed several shcets of the stamps with the plat-
ing arrangement more or less complete, He also pointed
out how painstaking research had brought to light
many more permanent varieties than had ever been
recorded, and he stressed the great rarity of many of
them in comparison with the rarity of many other
philatelic items. Dr. Broom’s talk and exhibit were very
much appreciated.

H.AW.

(Continued on page 119)



October, 1944, THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. : iii.

Transporting cecal is a
burning question....secause
WITHOUT COAL THERE WOULD BE NO INDUSTRY

tanks and guns, tractors and
agricultural implements. Coal is
needed for power and refr:gera-
tionplants,fordrugs andp!asucs

Coal is essential for the great
industries where iron is smelted,
converted into steel, into battle-
ships and merchantmen, into

4

WITHOUT TRANSPORT THERE WOULD BE NO COAL

w0
,9[_

Every ton of coal needed must
be transported from pithead by
rail. When emergency demands
for coal are made, all available
resources of locomotives, trucks
and men, already limited, have
to be mobilised to take heavy

new burdens without curtaamng
the essential coal supplies for
power stations and industries
and homes—this when national
transport demands on the
Railways are at their peak.

i

Appreciation and understanding by industrial
and private users of the difficulties of trans-
porting coal in war time will help the Rallways
in the performance of a national service.
There is coal to burn because—

THE RA!ILWAYS DELIVER THE GOODS

South Atrican Railwéys

Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesal
Ltd., Johannesburg! Printed by Magazine Press (Proprietary) Limited,

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

2a Harrison Street,

e Distributors: Central News Agency,



iv. ~ THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. October, 1944.

SMORKE

CroC

FOR QUALITY

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022



E—

e SOUTH AFRICAN;
PHILATELIST

Proprietors and Publishers : -
THE PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA

Price 6d. REGISTERED AT THE G.P.O. AS A NEWSPAPER. Price 6d.

e |

Vol. 20. Ne. 11, NOVEMBER, 1944, ‘ Whole Ne. 236.

THE PHILATELIST

The Leading International Monthly for latelligent Stamp Collectors
Edited by ROBSON LOWE

S; pecial Exclﬁm'w Avrticles
y
LEADING BRITISH WRITERS

including
Foster Bond, Guy R. Crouch, Samuel Graveson, Glynn Grylls, E. F. Hurt, Chas. Jewell,
L. N. & M. Williams, Dennis Way

+
Price Five Shillings Per Anmnum

Post Free - Specimen Copy sent on request

+
A New Volume starts with each October issue and in order
to ensure continuity you are recommended to

SUBSCRIBE NOW

Published on the FIRST FRIDAY in each Month by

THE REGENT STAMP CO., LTD.

50 PELL MALL - LONDON, S.W.1 - ENGLAND

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022



THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. November, 1944.

Confident
when |
Buying and Selling

This very grateful tribute to the quality of the
service provided by Harmer’s Bond Street Stamp Auctions
is but one of the many hundreds of compliments that we
receive each season.

The success of Harmer’s Bond Street Stamp Auctions
is the fruit of more than 50 years’ consistent effort to
provide a perfect service and complete satisfaction for
Vendor and for Buyer.

Every feature of every sale at Harmer’s of Bond
Street is handled by experts—men whose wide experience
enables them to reveal those little extra points of a stamp
that enable the distant Buyer to bid confidently and in
complete security, and ensure for the Vendor a fair price
for his stamps.

That is why almost all the great collections are placed
with Harmer’s of Bond Street for dispersal-—why more than
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond
Street Stamp Auctions—why Harmer’s have a larger turn-
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer.

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues.
Our brochure “Selling Stamps at Auction” also is free to
prospective Vendors.

H. R. HARMER

The World’s Leading Stamp Auctioneer
ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS.

39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1,
ENGLAND.

Cables: “HARMER’S BOND STREET LONDON.”
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UNION NOTES.

Air Mail Developments.

As foreshadowed in our September issue, a
civilian air-letter service was introduced as from
Monday, 2nd October to the United Kingdom,
Eire, Empire countries in Africa, Asia, Australia,
New Zealand and the Western Pacific. As that
day was a public holiday and the air-letter cards
not available for purchase, the effective start of the
service may be put at 3rd October.

The service is by air throughout and special
light weight forms have been printed, obtainable at
all post offices at 6d.each. These air-letter cards or
forms are similar in size and shape to the “Active
Service ” 3d. cards for the Forces (this service con-
tinues undisturbed) ; they are printed in blue and
there are two stamps, each of 3d. denomination,
one in English and one in Afrikaans, of the *“ War
Effort ” design. This keeps to blue as the colour
for the 3d. value. Most cards show a serial number,
printed vertically, on the inside, but it does not
appear to be present in all specimens.

Concurrently with the introduction of this service
the fee for civilian airgraph messages has been
reduced from 8d. to 3d.

Special Christmas and New Year Greetings Air-
graphs are on sale at 3d. each. They must be hand-
ed in by the end of this month. They are attractive
forms with Springboks, V’s and holly leaves in the
border,“Christmas and New Year Greetings from
South Africa” at the top, then a space for writing,
and the bottom right corner has the following “God
bless thy year, giving you Strength for the Strife,
Peace for the Pathway, Wisdom for the Work,
Friends for the Fireside, L.ove to the Last.”

1d. Bantams with Purple. Marginal Imprings.

As noted also in September the bantam 1d.
appeared with the marginal imprint in purple, the
colour of the 2d. stamp. The general impression
held by collectors was that this had been done to
make the advertising of Loan Certificates more
effective, through the colour contrast.

Since then the 4d. has been seen with a purple
marginal imprint.

On enquiry being made to the Government
Printer, he has been good enough to state that the
reason for the change was due to war conditions
and that he had to resort to using the colour he
had most of in stock to finish the particular order
in hand. He adds, however, that as soon as con-
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ditions become normal more contrasting colours will
be used regularly.

Another change noted in the marginal imprints of
the 2d. denomination is that at top and bottom the
Afrikaans advt.is now opposite the Afrikaans stamp
and the English one opposite the English stamp ;
formerly the English advt. came opposite the
Afrikaans stamp and vice versa. Similar changes
may be expected in the 1d., 3d. and 6d. denomina-
tions ; the others are as the 2d. now is—it all
depended on whether the sheet started with an
Afiikaans or an English stamp.

It has been reported from Cape Town that a sheet
of the 1d. denomination has been found without
rouletting.

New }d. “Officials™

The “Officials” overprinted from a new forme,
which were chronicled in our September issue, are
now obtainable. The words are rather shorter than
before “Official”’ being 14 m.m. long and “Offisies]”’
15. They are 10 m.m, apart. They can easily be
recognised without measurements, however, as
“Official” is on the left reading upwards and
Offisieél” on the right reading downwards and its
second “I” for the first time in these overprints,
correctly receives the two little dots over it.

S.W.A.

It is reported from Windhoek that a sheet of the
1/- Bantams with the small letters overprint has
the overprint inverted. Three quarters of the sheet
had been used up for postage before the error was
spotted.

A BOUQUET.

A corporal in the S.A, Armoured Brigade in Ttaly
writes : ** The receipt and reading of your paper is
something I would not like to miss. -When oppor-
tunity offers I do quite a lot of collecting and
exchanging with the local people. There have heen
vast issues of European stamps in the last four
years and if I can help you with information I shall
be pleased to do s0.” We hope to get some philatelic
news from him in future.

“ MONTE CASSINO ” OVERPRINT VARIETY.

Stamp Collecting reports a variety in the 55 gr.
Polish sea-post stamp of 1941 overprinted. ‘ Monte
Cassino/18.v.1944.”” The stop after 18 is missing
and it occurs only on the last stamp in the third
row of the sheet. The variety has not been found
in the two other denominations overprinted from
the same setting, the 45 gr. and the 80 gr.
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IN AND OUT OF
VRYBURG

By J. H. HARVEY PIRIE
and
A. A. JURGENS

Vryburg stamps and postmarks of 1899-1900 have
already figured in the Sowth African Philatelist in
articles by S. G. Rich and one of us (A.A.J.) (see
Vol. 18, 1942, pp. 76, 88 and 127, and Vol. 19, 1943,
pp. 31, 34 and 38), whilst the former writer has
more recently summarised his views in a chapter
of his book * Philately of the Anglo-Boer War
with the title which we have borrowed for this
article.

In a comment on the articles in the South African
Philatelist, one of us (J.H.H.P.) stated that what
was now wanted was to get together as much
Vryburg material as possible, study it carefully,
try to sift the wheat from the chaff and so arrive
at some sort of finality as to the genuine and the
fakes, as regards both stamps and postmarks.

The present writers have in the meantime been
able to accumulate or to see a fair amount of
additional material and they have gotten together
and studied it. We do not claim that we have yet
necessarily reached finality, but, on the material
available, we have come to certain conclusions, all
of which are not in keeping with what we and
others have hitherto accepted. In the circuin-
stances we have thought it as well to give the results
of our study publicity, as being at any rate another
step onwards tawards the whole truth.

1. Date of Occupation by the Boer Forces and of
the issue of the Z.A.R. Overprints.

The date of occupation is stated in Rich’s book
to have been on or about 24th November, 1899,
more than a month after Kimberley and Mafeking
became besieged. At first sight this would appear
to be a reasonable assumption, based on the facts
(@) that the earliest known cancelled Z.A.R. over-
prints are dated 24th November, and (b) on informa-
tion given in the well-known Z.A.R. Extraordinary
Postal Circular No. 80 issued at Pretoria on 29th
November, 1899. Translutions of this civcular have
been published in several philatelic papers, of which
we need only mention hero the ‘ Transactions of
the Pretoria Philatelic Society ”’ for 1931, p. 37.
The point in this circular that immediately concerns
us is the statement that a postal service had been
established between Vryburg and Schweizer Reneko
since 25th November, 1899.

Looking for confirmation of the assumption that
the occupation took place ““on or about 24th
November > we turned to the British Official
History of the War. This does not give the actua
date, but it states that the Cape Police who hax
been drafted before the outbreak of war to re-inforc
places on the line between Kimberley and Mafeking,
were all withdrawn to Kimberley to strengthen th
garrison there by 22nd October. There was, thero®
fore, no force which could have opposed occupation.-
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after that date. This portion of the Official History
also gives the interesting piece of information that
the portion of Cape Colony lying along the western
border of the Transvaal was annexed to the Z.A.R.
by official proclamation. (It may be rememberedd
that a similar thing occurred to the portion of Cape
Colony lying just south of the Orange River; this
was officially annexed by the Orange Free State.)
Presumably such annexation gave the overprinted
Vryburg stamps a more official status than they
might otherwise have had. Possibly annexation
also exempted local inhabitants wishing to join the
Boer forces from being technically regarded by the
British as rebels; the Official History states that
many of them were conscripted by the Boers and
that, if they did not join up willingly, they were
carted off to some other area.

We put the date of the occupation of Vryburg
as 25th October, 1899. Our reason for so doing is
the information given us by Dr. T. 8. Leask, of
Wolmaransstad, with whom we have recently been
in communication over the local issue in that town
of June, 1900. The firm he was connected with had
a branch store in Vryburg and he has sent us an
envelope sent from Vryburg to Wolmaransstad on
25th October, with the statement that it was posted
on the day of the occupation of Vryburg by the
Boers.

This cover is franked with a mixture of Cape and
Transvaal stamps. The postmark is the one with a
square dot at the bottom and traces of lines on
either side of the dot (see Fig. 2) supposed to be
remnants of the letters BB chipped out by the
Boers. This mark is dealt with later on. The date
on the postmark is 25 OC 99 and the cover is back-
stamped Wolmaransstad 30 OCT 99,

The presence of Transvaal stamps on this cover
indicates that at any rate some stamps were taken
in by the occupying force. In the South African
Philatelist of August, 1942, one of us (A.A.J.) stated
that they had stamps, but preferred to use the
overprinted Cape ones. A shortage may have
occurred, however, between 25th Octobor and
24th November. In other invaded areas there does
not seem to have been the same shortage, even in
the very early days of the invasion. The Z.A.R.
Postal Circular mentioned  previously states that
Cape Colony stamps had been overprinted * because
of the lack of our postage stamps ’’ and goes on to
say ‘stamps of this state are already sent thither
and the use of the temporary postage stamps must
be stopped.”

Wo have not been able to glean any information
as to tho actual dato of issue of the Cape stamps
overprinted Z.A.R., nor do we know anything
further as to postal arrangoments between Vryburg
and the outside during the period 25th October—
25th November, 1899.

The generally accepted dates of usage for these
Z.A.R. overprints are only from 24th November to
29th November (both inclusive).. If theso arc the
real limits and if 24th November be regarded as the
day of issue, then it occurs to us as distinctly curious
that there was time for the news of the issue to
have reached Pretoria so that the circular stopping
their use should be in print on 29th November, and
also that their use should have stopped so exactly
on that very date. Of course, there may have been
telegraphic communication available and the matter
may have been considered as of sufficient importance
to have had the necessary information sent both
ways by wire.
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There was actually some usage of the overprinted
stamps after 29th November ; Rich, for example,
reports & 3d., apparently genuine in every respect,
used at Vryburg on 16th December, 1899. This
can be accounted for.

In an article in G4bbons’ Monthly Journal, March,
1902, p. 189, E. Tamsen has an article in which he
states that when the P.M.G. stopped the use of the
issie he ordered the remainders to be sent to
Pretoria, where they were sold to a collector at
face value.

Commenting on this article in the May issue of
the same Journal, A. Sonn states, from a reply given
by the P.M.G. to an enquiry made by the Philatelic
Society of Johannesburg, that the remainders were
not all sold—Mr. Van Alphen, the P.M.G., surprised
some of his philatelic friends by sending them some
of the stamps as a present. Mr. Sonn states further
that the P.M.G. gave the ruling that, although he
had stopped the sale of the stamps at Vryburg, they
must be regarded as a definite Transvaal issue as
the money paid for them had gone into the Transvaal
Post Office, and the stamps were still valid for use
anywhere in the Transvaal. Some were actually
used in Johannesburg as well as in Vryburg after
the date of their sale in the latter place having been
stopped. .

2. The Stamps which were Overprinted.

Rich is of opinion that the genuine Vryburgs ave all
definitely pale tints or shades (especially so as
regards the 24d.) and that any overprint on a dark
shade should be looked at askance straight away.
The overprint and/or the postmark will probably
give a final decision. One of us (A.A.J.) is in doubt
as to the correctness of all the genuine stamps being
of pale shades, but we do not feel that we have yet
seen sufficient material to give a definite opinion.

3. The Quantities Overprinted.

Tho official Postal Circular No. 80 previously
referred vo puts the quantities as 3d. and 1d.,
2,400 each ; 2d., 1,440 and 2id., 480. This cannot
be definitely controverted, but doubts have been
expressed as to the correctness of the figure for the
2d. on 6d. Rich, at the present day, says it seems
to be the most difficult of the group to find;
Tamsen, in his article mentioned above, puts the
figure for the 2d. as 480 or (?) 1,440, while A. Sonn
in his comment also puts it at 480.

4. The Overprints.
(a) Genuine.

We had hoped to be able to study large mint
blocks (amounting practically to complete panes of
each value) of these stamps which recently came
to light in Cape Town. They are now in the posession
of a well-known collector and we have been promised
an opporbtunity to see them. Unfortunately, he is
ab present seriously ill and this study must wait a
bit. From these blocks we hope it will be possible
to put on record the characteristics of the genuine
overprints with certainty, also to place the position
of such known varieties as the italic Z, the wide
spacings and the I for 1.

(b) Forged.

Rich gives the following features as characteristic
of the counterfeits :—

“On all counterfeits thus far seen or pictured,
the top bar of the Z is so long that it overlaps
visibly to the left of the left end of the lower bar
of the same letter.

On the }d.: noticeably narrow 2 in } with ball
tip of 2 not extending to left of end of foot of the
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figure ; left-hand vertical stroke of N shows a
noticeable slant.

On the 1d.: Final E of PENCE is oversized or
raised ; heavy part of tail of R is not curved on
either edge. (In genuine, one side is curved and
the other angled, or both curved, in copies in the
author’s collection).

On the 2d. on 6d.: Numeral 2 has definitely
vigible slanting serif at right end of foot. (In
genuine, it is vertical and usually very faint.)

On the 24d.: 2 of }, same features as on the
3d.; first E of PENCE is smaller than other letters.
A second forgery has distorted letters with a slight
slant and the letter R with a short, fat tail; E’s
almost square with very conspicuous serifs.”

We have been able to study two lots of forgeries,
each lot consisting of a set of the four denominations.
One of these lots came from the' forgery collection
of the Philatelic Society of Johannesburg, the other
belonged to Mr. H. Courlander, of East London.

In both lots the overprint on the 2d. on 6d. agreed
with the description given by Rich; one of them
was on a stamp of light shade, the other on a dark
shade. On the other denominations the overprints,
although agreeing closely between themselves,
differed from those described by Rich. Here follow
their characteristics :—

On the d.: The upper bar of the Z is noticeably
shorter than the lower bar and the serif is slightly
slanting, reminiscent of the italic Z variety although
not so strikingly slanting as in it. The 2 of % is
definitely larger than in the genuine.

On the 1d.: On one specimen all figures and
letters are rather thicker and heavier than in the
genuine, on the other only the figure 1 is noticeably
heavy. More distinct differences, seen in both, are
that the top bar of the Z is shorter, the space between
the two ends of the C is wider, and the top half of
the R projects more to the right and encloses a
bigger area than in the genuine.

On the 24d. : The ball tip of the large 2 does not
extend to the left of the end of the figure ; the 2 of
4 is smaller than in the genuine and, most obviously,
the ¥ is ““ on the line ” with 2 and PENCE whereas
in the genuine it is ““ below the line.”” The top bar
of the Z overlaps the bottom bar to the left, but
only just by a trifle, not as markedly as on the
2d. One of the stamps is a pale shade, one a dark,

1t seems, therefore, as if, oxcept in the case of the
2d. on 6d., there were at least two (and, in the case
of the 2{d., perhaps three) different types of forged
overprints. :
5. Genuine VRYBURG Postmarks.

From our own examinations and from published
descriptions we are satisfied that all Z.A.R. over -
printed stamps genuinely cancelled in Vryburg
show one and the same type of postmark (see
Figs. 1-4). This mark is the one figured by Rich
in hig illustrations 2-1, 2-2 and 2-4. Itis a 22} mm.

Fig. 1 Fig. 2
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single circle with VRYBURG running round the
top and the date in two lines in the centre, e.g.,
28 NO/99. At the bottom is a large square dot and
level with it on either side there may be what look
like definite dashes; these dashes, however, may
be fragmentary on one or other side or on both
sides, or may be lacking entirely on one or othex
side or on both sides. How much of them shows
up would appear to depend on how heavily the
cancelling was done and on whether the pressure
was evenly applied or not.

About this postmark there has grown up what
we now regard as a myth, viz., that the dashes, or
fragments thereof, represert the remains of the
bottom bars of the letters B-B (standing for British
Bechuanaland) chipped out by the Boers on their
occupation of Vryburg and annexation of the
surrounding territory.

(to ke continued).

E. BLUM

P.O. BOX 1669 CAPE TOWN
recommends his services to Dealers and Collectors
alike for Selling and Buying stamps from all
countries. Price List now ready and can be sent
to applicants free on demand. Collections and
Accumulations bought for spot cash, Highest
prices paid. Established in South Africa since
1930, First class references,

BRAZIL—Y.M.C.A. COMMEMORATIVE.

On 7th June a stamp was put into circulation to
commemorate the contenary of the Young Men’s
Christian Association (Associacao Crista de Mocos).
On the upper part of the stamp, inscribed on a
white square, there is the emblem of the Young
Men’s Christian Association in colours: blue, red
and yellow. The legends are all in white. On the
top of the stamp we can. read: ¢ BRASIL-
CORREIO ”; on the emblemn—in a circle—
“AFRICA - AMERICA - EUROPA - ASIA -
OCEANTIA.” On the triangle ‘“ ALMA-CORPO-
MENTE ” (Sout-Body-Mind). Under the emblem,
n four lines, ‘“ 1844—1944 7 “ CENTENARIO DA

B‘ulnuuuuuunuu
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ASSOCIACAO CRISTA DE MOCOS ” and on the
base of the stamp, the value ¢ Ctvs 40.”
Stamp lithographed at the Mint on gummed

paper with guarantee fibre (wool) ‘ Pirai,” auto-
matic jagged. Quantity : 1,000,000, in sheet of 70.

DE GAULLE.

THE PROVISIONAL ISSUES OF FRENCH
EQUATORIAL AFRICA.

The information given by Mr. A. Lichtenstein in
the July-September issues of the South African
Philatelist prompts me to make the following notes,
based on my own. collection.

The study of these interesting overprints is more
complicated than would appear at first sight, as a
number of important data are still lacking as to
the dates of issues, their quantities, relative rariety
of some of black versus red overprints ; the spacings
on the low values; inverted, double overprints ;
broken or missing letters, etc., and it may be some
time before these points are cleared up.

All that can be said at the moment is that exact
information is wanting in a number of cases and
that what is now known is not yet a hundred per
cent. accurate. Careful examination of these over-
prints may bring to light further new and interesting
finds.

There are some stamps that have not been listed
by Mr. Lichtenstein and might be added to his very
good list : :

There is a stamp No. 42 of his list, with a small
4+ 35¢. in red.

Also there exist 100 double overprints on the
75¢. No. 44 of his list. I have a used copy (post-
marked 24th October, 1940, at Brazzaville.

Likewise, there is*an inverted overprint on the
65c. (No. 42) not listed. 1 have a used copy in my
collection.

It is also a pity that so little is known of the
concurrent overprints on the stamps of the
Cameroons, which seem to have quite a number of
errors ; perhaps someone could give some informa-
tion about these. They are in some cases very rare
owing to loss by enemy action and by other causes.

Most of the stamps of both French Equatorial
Africa and of the Cameroons are scarce and difficult
to get, and are for the most part expensive items.
They seem to have an interesting future before them
because the quantities printed are for the most part
guite small.

T. H. TREVES BARBER.
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Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIALS
should get into touch with me AT ONCE

Selections of choice Mint or Used

AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc.,
on approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue, REFERENCES ESSENTIAL.

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England
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- Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used
copies wanted. Particularly Edward
and George. High prices willingly

paid.

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes-
burg.

Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S.

covers and rarities wanted by
A. E. Basden, Killarney, Brickhill Road,
Durban.

Collections Wanted to Buy.—Old and
Modern Collections, Single Rarities
and Errors, Duplicates and Office
Mixtures. .
Prompt cash on acceptance of offer:

E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.),
117 Longmarket Street, Cape Town.

Wanted: Transvaal, Natal, Cape, O.F.S.,
Bechuanaland, Gambia, St. Helena,
Egypt, France. Picked copies, rari-
ties and varieties, also 9,000 items
for world collection up to 1933 issues.

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg.

For Service, promptness and satisfac-
tion.

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni.
Phone 54-1692.

Mr. E. Tamsen, Box 18, Nylstroom,
offers Blocks of South African Col-
onies and Union, also full range of
Entires.

Basutoland: Wanted covers, or stamps
postmarked in Basutoland before
1910.

Harding, Box 108, Ladybrand.

COLLECTORS" WANTS AND OFFERS

(Twopence per word per insertion with minimum of 2/- per insertion)

Wanted low priced South African
material up to 10,000 each. Offers to:
“Stamps,” Box 1102, Salisbury.

N.Z. 1944 Health Set on cover for fifty
assorted S.A. in good condition.

S. Cl(lirtis- & Co., Ashhurst, New Zea-
land.

Liberia: Wanted collection, sets or
single stamps.

Angus Bennett, Box 733, Cape Town.

WANTED : Stamps of whole world from
residents British Empirzonly. By catalogue
or stamp for stamp. Docs not send first.

Mr. W.J. Mills, Flat One, 160 Sallors Bay
Road, Northbridge, N.S W, Australia.

Wanted: S.A. Military Postmarks in
S.W.A. Stanley Gibbons 18a. and
46a. Postage Due D.2.a—D.8.B and
C

F. Mattei, 24 Hoofd Street, Braamfon-
tein, Johannesburg.

Wanted to exchange stamps of whole
Africa, used or mint.
P. Eichler, Omaruru, S.W.A.

Errors of Matabeleland Jubilee issue for
sale, Write stating requirements and

prices to:

“Stamps,” Box 1102, Salisbury.

Ascension & St. Helena. Private Collec-
tor wants all issues except George VI,

J. A. May, Box 78. Cape Town.

FOR SALE: Swaziland Stamps K.G. VI.
#d. to 10/- mint 23/6 used 27/6. Cash with
order.

F. Stein, P.O. Hlat kulu, Swaziland.

EIRE.

A new 24d. stamp was issued on 29th August,
- bearing a portrait of Bro. Edmund Ignatius Rice,
born in 1762, founder and first Superior General of
the Community of the Irish Christian Brothers,
who devoted themselves to the education of youth.
Their work later spread beyond Ireland, including
a college opened in Kimberley in 1897.

The stamp is to remain on sale till February, 1945.

KENYA PERFORATIONS.

“Mr. J. V. Jensen (Nakuru) reports the following
hitherto unrecorded perforations of the 5s. value :—
1938, 134 x 13 ; 1944, 13 x 134. In the former, only
the lc. and 30c. are listed ; and in the latter, only
the 50c. and 1s. That the 5s. should exist in both
is quite possible, but in view of the hunt for these
things it is surprising that one should have escaped
detection since 1938. Can anyone confirm these
5s. varieties ? ”’

—The Philatelic Magazine,

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS
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NORTHERN RHODESIA.
A “Tick BiRD ”’ VARIETY.

A correspondent from Livingstone has produced
a new stamp for ‘‘ zoological ”’ collectors, even if
it be in the form of a minor printing flaw. This
flaw is a constant one on all sheets of the 1}d. on
sale there at present, and occurs on the first stamp
of the seventh row.

It takes the form of'a small mark on the rump
of the baby elephant, which might very well pass
for a tick-bird seated there on its lawful oceasions.
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OSWALD :MARSH'S:

EFFICIENT, 100/ WRITE FOR J
EXPEDTIOUS 45 PARTICULARS

NEW ¥SSUE SERVICE

. NORWOOD  LONDOMSE
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FALKLAND DEPENDENCIES

These are in the limelight with the recent
issue for them of overprinted Falkland
Island stamps. In the latest number of “The
Stamp Lover,” B. 8. H. Grant, a well-known
specialist in Falkland Islands, gives a list
of items which should go to the formation
of a specialised Dependencies section. Here
it is; many of them, it may be said, are
very hard to get:

(a) Q.V. or K.E. stamps with a little under-
print “South Georgia” below each stamp, or
occasionally on the stamps. On all values
from the 1891 to 1912 issues.

(b) The ordinary South Georgia circular
date stamp in use from 1910 on all Falkland
issues. N

(¢) German South Polar Expedition covers
or cards bearing Falkland Island stamps in
1911.12, Their fairly extensive use resulted
in—

(d) Circular South Georgia cancellation and
rubber hand-stamped “1d.” or “2id.” “Paid
South Georgia” and initials “E.B.B.” in lieu
of stamps, the supply having run out. Octo-
ber, 1911, to January, 1912.

(e) The 2id. blue Georgian stamp bisected
diagonally in March, 1923, and each half
used as 1d. bearing South Georgia postmark.
Authorised by acting magistrate, although
not by postmaster, Port Stanley.

(f) 1d. scarlet on thick paper.with water-

mark reversed, used only in South Georgia
August, 1923.

(g) The war stamps of 1918-21 used in
South Georgia; varieties of type as for
¥Falklands  proper,

(h) February, 1928, Provisional 23id. on
2d. purple used solely in South Georgia.

(i) South Shetlands. 3d. and 1d. stamps
vertically hand-stamped “Port Foster.” Rare
but legitimately authorised for use for a few
months in the season 1912-13, Liable to be
forged and other values with this overprint
are probably souvenirs made at Port Stanley.

(j) Deception Island, South Shetlands.
Large oval rubber cancellation with date in
centre.

(k) 1924-31 ordinary circular South Shet-
lands date stamp. Discontinued owing to
restricted ‘whaling operations.

(1) 1932. South Georgia postmark with
year shown simply as “2” owing to delay in
arrival of the new date stamp.

(To these, we think, should be added the
Argentine stamps and special postmarks used
in the South Orkneys in 1904 and again in
1942-44. Whatever views we may hold as to
their legitimacy, they were actually used.
An excellent illustration of a 1944 cover is
given in the June 30 number of the “Phila-
telic Magazine.”—Ed.)
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ITALIAN EAST AFRICA
UNISSUED AIRMAIL STAMPS

Mr. L. Cahen, of Marlow, has submitted a
corner block of fou? stamps which he re-
ceived from a friend in South Africa. The
block shown to us is imperforate, ungummed
and printed in deep green, but it is under-
stood that impressions exist also in red, and
with rouletting between the stamps. The
design shows an airplane in flight over a
map of East Africa, and is reminiscent of
the Madagascar airmail type of 1935-38.

Our correspondent writes: “They were
actually the last stamps to be printed by the
Ttalians in Addis Ababa and apparently they
were never issued.

“ Colonel Kruger, who is head of the Gov-
ernment Printing Works in South Africa, was
sent to Addis Ababa as soon as it was taken,
and he there took over the Italian printing
works and reorganised them for the new
government.

“ He found these stamps at the works and
my friend in South Africa has sent them on
to me. My friend received them straight
from Colonel Kruger.”

No face value appears on the stamps, but
the inscriptions are as follows: (At top)
“Buono Posta Aerea (Good for Airmail
Postage); (at foot) “Lettere Dirette in
A.0.1. Aprile 1941—XIX” (Letters addressed
in Ttalian East Africa April 1941 the 19th
year of Fascism). The inscription at the foot
of the red stamps is slightly different.

—The Stamp Lover.

WHAT IS THE EARLIEST HANDSTAMPED
y POSTAL MARKING ?

Under this title Dr. Carroll Chase has an interest-
ing article in the July issue of The American
Philatelist. Alternatively it might have said ““ Who
first invented stamps ?”’; these marks were
originally called ‘‘stamps,” although that word
has now gradually come to have, generally speaking,
a different significance.

Claims have been put forward for Britain,
Holland and France. Dr. Chase’s notes are unfor-
tunately all in France and not (at the time of writing)
available, but he is pretty sure that the French
claim considerably ante-dates the others.

The first British marks are those of the Dockwra
private penny post introduced in 1680. His recol-
lection of the Dutch claims is that they are of
almost the same date. The French claims go back
to approximately 1611. They were marks with a
crown andjor a fleur-de-lys and also with, in manu-
script or as part of the stamp, some such wording
as ‘“ Franche ” or ‘ Port Paye,” meaning ‘‘ Post
Paid.”

These markings are believed to have been issued
by the authorities of either the Provinces or the
‘“ Genéralités,” which were larger divisions of tho
French Kingdom set up to deal mainly with financial
matters.
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MONTHLY WANTED TO BUY
PHILATELIC n

BULLETIN UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA

Each month The Windsor Stamp Co. pub-
lish THE WINDSOR MONTHLY PHILA-

TELIC BULLETIN, an attractive 12 page High values Kings Head and
illustrated list.

Contents include many offers of interesting London Pictorials wanted in
stamps, including sections for Xmpire and
Foreign ; New Issues; Stamps for Investment; mint well - centred condition

High values; Specimens; Accessories; Special
offers and a Monthly Outstanding Bargain.

No, we are not telling you any more as we SINGLES, PAIRS ‘AN‘D BLOCKS

wish you to obtain and judge the M.P.B. for
yourself, and, of course, as a subscriber have

the exclusive offers each monkll of stamps in . 7 HIR
short supply at reasonfble prices. : Full catalogue and over willingly
Subseription 2s. 6d. for one year's supply of paid for first-class material

12 issues, which please remit by British Postal
Order. Specimen copy 3d.

THE WINDSOR STAMP COMPANY
UCKFIELD - SUSSEX - ENGLAND PATRICK RIORDAN

Nababeep - Namaqualand

L
© ST.HELENA

Wanted: To buy all stamps of St.
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RUSSIAN COMMEMORATIVE
STAMPS

w

w0
@
o+

10th Anniversary of Stratosphere

Helena highe rices paid for all Heroes (3) @ .. .. .. .. .. 6 90

{ ghest p P 25th Anniversary of All TUnion
. Lenin Young Com. League (5) @ 7 6

¢ early Queens, and later high values 125th Anniversary of Turgenev
¢ @2 @................ 20
b and complete sets, like Centenary Heroi¢ Cities 4) @ .. .. ..,.. 3 0
Air Mail, overprinted (2) @ .. 4 0

. Heroes of the Great Patriotic
4 set, 15s. stamp, mint and used. War (5) .. . ..o vt .. .. 8 6

All Stamps Mint, 1944 issues.

Teheran Conference 1943 issue

¢ (2) mint. .. .. .. .. .. .. 6 0
! ® c.w.0. Post free,

PURCHASING. My stock requires con-
stant replenishing and I am always
Apply: open to purchase general collections

of any country.

. THIELE

455 WEST STREET
DURBAN

R. OSBORNE
58 Loveday Street,
P.O. Box 6710. ' Tel:: 33-3989.
JOHANNESBURG.
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; THE “ALBERT MEMORIAL” STAMPS OF THE BELGIAN CONGO
o -
I

By A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A, C.A. (S.A). l

The monocoloured stamps of the Belgian Congo with inscriptions attached. From these large

which were issued during February, 1941, were of
uniform design and each depicted the monument
to the late King Albert of the Belgians, erected at
Leopoldville-Kinshasa, in 1938. The issue consisted
of eleven denominations in two types listed as A
and B hereunder. Type A showed the French
inscription of the country’s name above the
vignette and the Flemish one below, whilst Type B

negatives, containing the said inscriptions, two
large prints were made, one from inscribed print A
and one from inscribed print B. These two prints
thus obtained were undenominated. Drawings were
then made of the various figures of value, namely,
10c., 15¢., 25¢., 50c., 75c., 1:25fr., 1:75fr., 2-50fr.,
2-75fr., 5-00 fr., and 10-00 fr. To inseribed print A
was affixed the 10c. value in the blank space of the

showed the reverse :— value tablet. From this adhesively denominated

Denomination. Type.. Top Inscription. Bottom Inscription.

1 10c. Grey A Congo Belge Belgisch Congo

2 15¢. Brown B Belgisch Congo Congo Belge

3 25¢. Light Blue A Congo Belge Belgisch Congo

4 50¢, Lilac B Belgisch Congo Congo Belge

5 75¢. Rose A Congo Belge Belgisch Congo

6 1-25 fr. Grey-black B Belgisch Congo Congo Belge

7 1-75 fr. Orange A Congo Belge Belgisch Congo

8 2-50 fr. Ruby Red A Congo Belge Belgisch Congo

9 2-75 fr. Blue 3 Belgisch Congo Congo Belge
10 500 fr. Olive-green A Congo Belge Belgisch Congo
11 16-00 fr. Red B Belgisch Congo Congo Belge

These stamps were printed on unwatermarked
paper by the S.A. Litho Co., Ltd., by the photo
zinco offset process from plates made by McManis
Bros., and perforated to the gauge of 11 by 11 by
Casey & Behr (Prop.), Ltd. Thus, they represent
the work of three Cape Town. concerns, and are the
first postage stamps produced in South Africa
for a foreign country. It-is believed that, initially,
the Union Government Printer was requested to
produce these stamps, but declined the request
owing to pressure of other urgent work. The stamps
were printed in sheets of 100 units each, and in
ten horizontal rows of ten. The quantities printed
of each denomination are given in the South African
Philatelist of March, 1941, by Dr. G. Lefebvre.

The master-drawing of the design depicted oh
the stamps, without names and undenominated,
was drawn by Mr. J. Goodman, the artist of the
S.A. Litho Co., Ltd. This master-drawing, which
measured approximately 54 in. by 4 in., was handed
to Mr. Louw, of McManus Bros., under whose
supervision a temporary zinc plate was made
which contained eleven images, one for each of the
denominations stated afore, and subsequently
eleven zinc plates were made, one plate for each
denomination with images 100-set.

From the large master-design, undenominated
and without inscriptions, two large photographic
negatives were obtained, from which latter two
prints were made, say, print A and print B.
Drawings were made of the inscriptions ¢ Congo
Belge ” and ‘ Belgisch Congo.” To print A the
inscription * Congo Belge ”’ was affixed adhesively
above the vignette, and the inscription ** Belgisch
Congo ” similarly below the vignette. A large
negative was obtained from print A with inserip-
tions attached. The said inscriptions were then
stripped from print A and the * Belgisch Congo ™
one affixed to print B above the vignette, and the
“ Congo Belge > one similarly below the vignette.
Another large negative was obtained from print B
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print a negative was obtained with the image in
reduced size corresponding to that of an issued
stamp. The 10c. value was stripped from the
inscribed print A, and the 25c. value affixed in the
value  tablet space. Similarly,” a small negative
was obtained for this value. This procedure was
repeated for the 75¢., 1-75 fr., 2-50 fr., and 5-00 fr.
denominations. To inscribed print B was affixed
the 15c¢. value in the blank space of the value tablet.
Similarly, from this adhesively denominated print

* a negative was obtained with a reduced size image.

The 15¢c. value was stripped from the inscribed
print B, and in its place the 50c. value was affixed.
Thisprocedure was repeated for the 1:25 fr., 2-75 fr,
and 10-00fr. Thus, eleven negatives were obtained
with reduced inscribed and denominated images
corresponding to the size of an issued stamp ;
six of Type A and five of Type B.

From the eleven negatives with images in reduced
size, a small sensitised zinc .plate was prepared
which received positive images of the said eleven
different denominations. This temporary plate was
forwarded to Mr. Henry Kline, of the S.A. Litho
Co., Ltd., who subjected it to further chemical
treatment prior to using it for printing a series of
colour trials. As a guide to Mr. Kline for the
purpose of selecting and matching various colours,
he was given a quantity of mixed foreign postage
stamps. From this temporary plate Mr. Kline
printed a quantity of small sheets of stamps in
various colours on a small hand-proving offset
machine, and from these trial sheets the requisite
colours and inks were finally selected. The inks
selected were made by the well-known British
concerns, Lorilleux & Bolton, Ltd., Coates Bros.
& Co., Ltd.,, and an American firm, Sinclair &

. Valentine.

From the same elevén negatives with images in
reduced size, eleven individual sensitised zine
plates were prepared, namely, one plate for each of
the denominations by direct photography by means
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of a “step and repeat” camera. On each plate
the reduced image was ‘‘ stepped ”” up one by one
until it received 100 of such in ten horizontal
rows of ten with the requisite spacing for the
horizontal and vertical perforation gutters. The
plates were forwarded by McManus Bros. to the
S.A. Litho Co., Ltd., where they were further
chemically treated by Mr. Kline, and subsequently
the stamps were printed from them on an offset
machine by Mr. J. Walker.

All colour trials and printers’ waste, ete., were
taken away from the printing works by the repre-
sentatives of the Belgian Congo authorities.

On all Type A stamps the letters “J G will be
found to the right just above the final “ O of
Congo in the bottom inscription, and on Type B
stamps to the right just above the final “XE > of
Belge in the bottom inscription. These letters
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represent the initials of Mr. J. Goodman, the
artist and designer.

Thus far no major varieties have been found
anent these stamps, but of all those examined of
the 1-75 fr. denomination each shows a coloured
blob near the final “E” of Belge in the top

_inscription.

The offset printing process is a planographic one.
These stamps were not printed directly from the
zine plates. The positive images were imparted
to the paper by the rubber roller or blanket which
bore negative images previously yielded to it from
the ecorresponding positive images on the zine
plate. The paper sustained very slight pressure
from the roller, and in this class of prinsing it is
known as ‘‘ kiss pressure.”

On each sheet coloured crosses in the margins
indicated the points of division of a sheet into
quarter sheets. ’

—Progeny of the Master Design
Undenominated and Anonynious ll\Iaster Design Large Positive Tmage,

| ‘ )
1. Photo Negative—-———Large Negative Images —-———— Photo Negative 2

|
PrintA ————————— Large Positive Images o Print B
‘“ Congo Belge ” . J “ Belgisch Congo”
““ Belgisch Congo ] —————Inscriptions Attached———————7 “ Congo Belge »*
Photo Negative-—————— Large Negative Images—-———-———Photo  Negative
Inscribed Print A——m——— Large Positive Images——————Inscribed Print B

10c. Attached

15¢. Attached

Photo Negative 1—-————Reduced Negative Images—————Photo Negative 7

10c. Detached
25¢. Attached

15¢. Detached
50c¢, Attached

Photo Negative 2—-—;»-~~Rcduced Negative Images—————Photo Negative 8

25¢. Detached
75¢. Attached

50c¢, Detached
1:25 fr. Attached

|
Photo Negative 3— ————Reduced Negative Images—————— Photo Negative 9

Similarly 1-75 fr. (4); 2-50 fr. (5); 5'0|0 fr. (6); 2-75 fr. (10); and 10-00 fr. (11).

Photo Negatives Nos. 1-11——————Reduced Negative Images

100-set Zinc Plates Nos. 1-11——
Rubber Roller or Blanket—-————

—Reduced Positive Images
Reduced Negative Images

Printed Stamps—11 Denominations—

———Positive Images—

POSTAL TAX STAMPS.

Mr. A. A. Dewey, in the Stamp Collectors’ Fort-
nightly > draws attention to a peculiar group of
stamps termed Postal Tax Stamps. Their peculiar
nature is not made clear in the English catalogues,
where they are lumped with the normal postage
stamps. Scott does group them ; Yvert and Tellier
mostly follow the English plan, but not consistontly.

It 1s arguocable whether they should be termed
postage stamps at all, in many cases anyhow,
because their purpose is not to prepay postal
charges but to raise money for some object entirely
outside post office revenue. Their use, along with
ordinary postage stamps, is in many cases compulsory
for certain days or periods, but nevertheless they
are not performing any postal duty. There are
other cases, of course, where stamps do combine
both postage and taX purposes.

Spain, Portugal, Latin America countries and
South Eastern European countries have beon most
prolific in the issue of these postal tax stamps, but
the British Colonial War Tax stamps of World
War I might be brought into the group.

The paper gives a list of the countries issuing
such stamps, the objects benefitting from their sale
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and the numbers of different stamps issued up to
date.
BELGIAN CONGO.

Mr. C. O. Plumbridge has a useful paper in the
16th Soptember number of Stamp Collecting giving
the numbers printed of the war-time issues of this
country.

An extract dated 10th September from the
Administrative Bulletin reached us on 23rd October.
This gives details of tho surcharged Red Cross
stamps whose appearance was foreshadowed in our
last issue. As stated, there are to be four values
(50¢c.+ 50 fr., 1-25 fr.++100 fr., 1-75 fr.4 100 fr. and
3.50 fr.+100 fr.) for the Congo and the same four
for Ruanda-Vrundi. The issue is limited to 10,000
of each of the eight stamps and they will only be
sold in complete sets of eight. Orders for the sets
closed on 3lst October. If the issue was over-
subscribed, orders for over 25 sets were to be
rationed. The stamps were to be supplied either
mint or used as desired (in other words—cancelled
to order).

Whilst sympathizing, of course, with a desire to
raise funds for the Red Cross, we strongly dislike
this combination of charity with postal functions.
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T ST I T T L T T T T T The Editor,
South African Philatelist,

K Geo Vl Superb used ROTOGRAVURE UNWATERMARKED.
Sir,—1 was very interested in your remarksin the
unless Stated October number }:)f the Philatelist regarding the
Union 1d. Rotogravure, without watermark.
}éﬁgﬁgAA‘SWIﬁ{NDF ALL complete .. .. .. .. 9090 You state that this is the first time that you have
1c, 2¢c, 3¢, 4c red, be, 8e, 10c, 13c, lde, 2()@, heard or seen. of this error. May I be permitted to
fc, & $1, 13v. complete .. .. .. .. 7 correct you.

6c Air obs-—1/6; Tc curvent .. .. (R 1% If you will refer to the November, 1938, issue of
ca}%%pﬁiﬁpﬁ’é’é—iﬁ{ ) “170 Exp yess A the Philatelist, you will see on page 167 a letter
GAMBIA #d. to 1/-, 9v. incl. 2d. obs. 6/-3 from Mr. G. N. Gilbert, regarding the stamps under
Complete .. 45 review. I sent the stamps (a pair) to Mr. Gilbert for
GIE)I/{ALI’FI%R ,—,éld o 1/__3/6 2/-_7/6 5/ "8/ 6 35 expert advice, but as he had never heard of them
GRENADA, o before, he wrote a letter to you, asking for informa-
1921-31 5/-—12/6; Block of 4 .. .. .. .. .. 50 tion from other ¢ Union ** collectors, but none was

1926-29 2/6—10/-; Block of 4 .= - 40 forthcoming. Thus we are still “in the dark.”

1938 id. ta 1/-—7/~; 5/-—9/-; Block of 4 .. 36,

1938 10/_ Pi13 x 13, 1st prlntmg 55/_ Block I may mention that I obtained these stamps

of 4 - 220 from a fellow collector, who received them in a
1938 10/ - Pni‘ % 181, 2nd prinfing’50/-; Block parcel of stamps which he received from England.
of 4 00 Yours faithfully,
1941 %d to 1/-—-10/— 2/———10/- Blocl\ “of ‘440 1
1943 10/-, P.14 toned paper .. .. 30 J. B. LEVY.

1943 10/-, large frame 30/-; Block of ‘4 .. 120
1944 10/- P.14, current .., .. .. o0 oo .. v 17

[ G

(= RN CODODRNOVOL oaoco Scoco =1 oD (=] < [—R—N=Y

MALT v
1938 %&i to 1/-—6/-; %mpllete e e e e 25
1943 to 3d.—1/8; mplete .. .. .. .. 2
M.E.F. 1d. to 1/——6/5; Complete .. .. 15 GERMANY
MO}\ITIgglle%g 3d. to 1/-—5/-3 Complete oo 17
ific value in Long S
1041, F T S | Ter”f;{ vaile in Ong ets
%343 D R 50 German States (Thurn and Taxis, .
ST. KITTS 1943, d “to 1/——5/- COleete e 20 Bavaria, Wurtemburg, etc.) 7 6
gg‘ %%%?EA 19(33§m53$rt\;le't'e oot 31 50 Commemmos, Airmails, Charity and )
Sv'll: LUCIA, 193fdcomrvlete . T T LugePlctormls(noOrdumrv) 12 6
ST. VINCENT to 1/——5/- Complete e .. b4 on : . y hi :
b: . 275 Ordinary Postage Issues (intluding
%%%NQED?D lcl/to 8"4(: 2/6; Complete .. .. 30 Surcharges, etc.) ... 6
1988 3d. to —8/-7 Complete .. .. .. .. 42 9 3
1938N6d 0?5_3/6' 1/. Obsc . oty 25  German War Stamps 1914/18 ... 5 6
VIRGIN Is, 3d. to 1/-—5/-; Comp cte .. eeoee 1T isci s . . ilesi:
. MINT ' Investment Offers: 100 é’tlgl)nsutes (Mbm?.l.’ Dan%-xg, mir., S11es.1:1, 2 6
Bf’igAMA% LA/NDF;:AILL. 1/ - : :
3d. to 8d.—5/63 3d. to 1/- .. .. .. .. .. .. 8 0 The above collection of 500, all different, with a set
3d. to 3/-—20/-; Complete .. .. ..o .. .. .. 80 0 of 12 German colonials thrown in gratis, for only
BAHRAIN, o £2 10s. 0d. nett c.w.o. post free.
1940 3p to 12 as. ilete Tt 8 0
1940 3p to 15 r. complete 100 0
BR. SOLOMONS id. to 5/- (No 4‘d) 12/6 10/- 10 0 ;
GAMBIA 1id. obs. sheet 60 copies .. 15 0 SPECIAL OFFER
GIBRALTAR 2d. Wmk. Sideways only in issue British Government Forgery of No. 101 (see note in
3 month, 60 copies .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 80 0 Gibbons, after No. 92a), together with an original,
GRENADA, genuine stamp, for 7s. 6d. nett, post free.
1938 10/-, P113 x 18} rare .. .. .. .. .. 60 0
1943 10/- toned paper, P.14 .. .. .. .. each 20 0
1944 10/- P.14 current .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 12 0
o5 b - i A, LICHTENSTEIN
1939 3p. to 1% as. 8v. (4 as. and 6 as. were ) . / :
printed but never used) .. .. .. .. .. .. 20 0
1939 39 .to 15R. complete .. 176 0 P.0. Box 576,
NEWFOUNDLAND 1938 Tc. Q. ’Md.xy P. 131; obs
sheet 100 .. . AP 60 0 BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S.
GRENFELL 5c¢ Lomplete bheet 1()0 ve er .. . 850
5¢ to 48c. 10v. P.13%. obs. . . set 12 0 o] ]
NIGERIA, 1d. red obs. (omplete sheet 130 .. .. 15 0
2d. black obs. complete sheet 120 .. .. .. 30 0
T[‘%i},{dké){range complete sheet 120 .. .. .. .. .. 30 ¢ WINDSOR MONTHLY PHILATELIC
6d. ODPS. .. .. 20 er eu wu w0 e. .. ..Doz. 86 0 BULLETIN.
1/ obs. .. .o e weee we aeioe .o Doz 4000 The Windsor Stamp Co., of The Lantern House,
Ucksfield, Sussex, England, who have recently been
~, URGENTLY WANTED ) advertising in our columns, have sent us specimen
As per last advertisement—August number, copies of their Monthly Philatelic Bulletin. This is
sent out for 2s. 6d. per annum, or single copies at
LLOYD A. G URNEY’ 3d. We need only say that there is a big range of

. stamps and philatelic accessories offered and that a
Gloucester House, 19, Charing Cross Road, collector who did not find something in these

LONDON, W.C.2. bulletins to his taste would be very, very hard to
- — — = please.
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THE

“Covers the World”

@ RUSSIA

1944 Stratosphere Heroes (2)...
11944 Militant Friendship (2)...
11944 Turgenev Anniversary (2)

or the three Sets ... For

@® BRITISH EMPIRE

BECHUANALAND

S.G.53 broken P . £

Regent No. 89...

S.G. 2 ¢ Afrika” over

SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST.

-

‘

BRITISH GUIANA CENT. ... £2

- BR. SOMALILAND 1938 . £8

{GREAT BRITAIN P.U.C. £1 ... £2

JUBILEE compl. .. £35
tNATAL S.G. 171 vertical pair

pmk 17 July, 1911 .. £25

S.W.A. 18.G. 13 hor. pr. .. £8

18.G. 26 block ... . 27

18.G. 27 vert. pr. .. £17

“South-West” block... £40

8.G. 1 ditto pair... £15
8.G. 31 . 5 «.£100
8.G. 2 doubleo/p ... £12
8.G. 12 Control Block... £40
S.G. 26 »» »» £5
8.G. 39 » . £8
8.G. 35 " ’ £6

SOUTH AFRICA
26.10.18 p.c. *‘Make Your
Sixpence Fly’’ Blue Wing on

Red Cross . £4
1925 Air mint ... e £2
used . £2
cover . £2

Postage Extra.

tIndicates used, otherwise mint.

(o= BV e

—
(=R}

Coo0

SO0 o0 WO

CONDOOOO COO O

(=N ]

Offers subject to being unsold and subject to

price changes. E. & O.E.
WE WANT TO BUY—

OLD AND MODERN COLLECTIONS,
SINGLE RARITIES AND ERRORS,
DUPLICATES & OFFICE MIXTURES.

Prompt Cash on acceptance of Offer.

WE ALSO WELCOME GOOD

EXCHANGES

E. M. LACY

Bankers:
Barclays.

Telegrams: Globephil.
Telephone: 2-4657.

(Globe Postage Stamp Company)

117, Longmarket Street, Capetown.
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SOCIETY NEWS

PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, Mr. G. K. Forbes; Hon. Secretary, Mr. C. W,
sheftield, P.O. Box 838. Meetings, Room 5, City Hall, 1st
and 3rd Tuesdays.

Everyone enjoyed themselves at the meeting held on the
19th September, which was presided over by T. H, Nicholson,
the Vice-President. Three new members were elected and two
were, proposed.

Most of the evening was given over to Mr, Macmillan’s
display of first day air-tlights. This is the only collection of its
kind in Port Elizabeth, and some rare and wonderful envelopes
were shown.

He displayed a specimen of the first air-mail flight from Italy
in May, 1917. Another envelope shown was dropped from a
balloon to prisoners of war, behind the German lines, in the
last war, Then there was the first Pigeon Post with the tiny
letter angd cover. Amnother cover was from the first seaplane
flight from Naples to Palermo. One interesting specimen was
from the City of Delhi which was bogged at Broken Hill, and
food had to be dropped to the crew ; the aeroplane arrived
at Croyden eight days late. *

There were 40 pages of sets, 2 3 and 4 in a set, and 150 single
envelopes of first and special flights.

Mr. Macmillan won third prize at the Pretoria Congress
leld in 1934, and we all hope to have the pleasure of seeing this
fine collection again in the near future.

7th October was an auction night. )

Most of the packets were mint sets of British possessions.
They were quickly sold and good prices were obtained. One
feature worth mentioning was the 2s. Bermuda stamp, mint,
piinted on blue mottled paper which was keenly bid for, -

On 17th October, there was a good attendance. Three
new members were welcomed, making the membership over 100,

The display was in the hands of Mr. Hannabul who showed
124 pages of his general collection, both mint and used, besides
numerous envelopes.

The sets of Free French airmails and Russian airmails
were keenly scrutinized and commented on. He also had some
fine sets of Ascension, Cayman and Coccos Islands. LG

.G,

. PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, Mr. Ferguson; Hon. Secretary, H. A. Wager,
P.0. Box 514, Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mondays, 8 p.n.,
Technical College.

3rd October : Mr. Hawke read an extract on the Fournicr
facsimiles.

Mr. Ferguson read an exhaustive paper on the Vatican City
and its stamps. He described the many stages in the establish-
ment of an independent State within the precincts of Rome.
1t is the smallest independent State in the world, with a very
small population. He gave an account of the administration
of the State-—both civil and military. The buildings and
treasures to be found there are beyond value. Although
stamps have only been issued during the last few years, they
are very representative and of great interest.

Prof.. Wager tabled an exhibit of Switzerland.

16th October : This was a discussions evening and many
members brought forward points in philately for clucidation,
such as the embossed grills on the back of early U.S.A. stamps,
chalk-surfaced papers, perforations, identifications, ete.
These were discussed and more or less suitably answered.
Dr. Broom described and showed a new and rare variety in the
old Transvaal stamps.

Mr. Wright tabled an extensive collection of 151'itish} colol‘%ipls.

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG.

President, ¥. J., H. Lang ; Hon. Secretary, 1., Buchen, P.O.
Box 4967, Johannesburg. Meetings, 2nd and 4th Tucsdays,
Public Library, Johannesburg, 7.45 p.nw.

26th September: This was our usual informal meeting,
but we all enjoyed the superb exhibit, which Mr. William
Redford tabled of the stamps of the Orange Iree State. 1t
comprises a wealth of material, including many of the very
rare overprinted items. Needless to say, as the case of all
of the many collections exhibited by Mr. Redford, only fine
copies were included.

10th October : Members of the Pretoria Society paid us an
official visit on this occasion and provided the exhibits. After
hriefly concluding our official business, Mr. Lang turned over
the chair to Mr. Ferguson, president of the Pretoria Philatelic
Society, who announced that five of their members had brought
exhibits and other interesting philatelic information.

These were as follows :— )

Mr. ¥erguson : A most interesting paper and exhibit of the
stamps of the Vatican City.
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Mr. Wright: An alphabetical British colonial collection
showing early and late, as well as specimen sets, of many
British territories.

Col. Horne : Sudan, very beautifully laid out on large ledger
sheets, both in mint and used condition.

Dr. Broughton : A collection of most interesting proofs.

Dr. Broom gave a most interesting discussion, documented
with original printing plates of the stamps of the 1ransvaal,
with some new information on these stamps not previously
published, as well as correction of errors made in former
published information.

In addition, as a result of much labour, he brought us
platings of early issues overprinted ¢ V.R. Transvaal.”

Mr. Lang expressed thanks to Col. Horne and Mr. Wright
for their exhibits. Mr. L. Buchen veciced a few werds of
appreciation to Mr. TFerguson for his most excellent and
instructive paper and exhibit on the stamps of the Vatican,
and Mr. W, Redford appropriately thanked Drs. Broom and
Broughton for their specialised exhibits of stamps.

On 14th November the usual hospital night is to be held,
when members are specially asked to contribute any material
which can be auctioned. If members have no stamps or
philatelic material available cash will be acceptable, as the
purpose is to raise as much money as possible for the hospital.

There will be no 4th Tuesday meeting in November, as the
Society is sponsoring a philatelic exhibition at the * Speed the
Victory Fair,” being held onthe Zoo Lake grounds from 25th
November to 2nd December, inclusive. Mr. Lang again made
an appeal to members to come forward to volunteer their
assistance at the philatelic exhibit at the fair, as we shall
need at least three members present on four-hourly shifts
from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. each day of the fair. Members were also
asked to help to sell the proceeds of our stamp exhibit, by
furnishing lots of stamps, either on sheets or in envelopes,
which can be offered at any price which the contributors feel
is reasonable, H.E.B.

NATAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, A, L. Bevis; Hon. Secretary, G. Milner Palmer,
Box 588, Durban. Meetings, 1st and 3rd Wednesday, at
London Assurance House, 319, Smith Street (in the rooms of
the Durban Camera Club, top floor), 7. 30 p.m.

4th October : Three new members were elected, one being
Mr. A. E. Basden, formerly of Pretoria, now resident in
Durban.

Notes.—Mr. J. Lyle read some notes on French stamps from
Stamp Collecting, 26th August.

Competition.—A competition arranged by the Secretary
then took place, this was on the lines of the wireless *“ Scatter-
brain Competition ”” answers either being true or false. 1t
was felt that the effort was niost successful both from the results
and also the question point of view. There was a slight
difference of opinion in-regard to whether the oxen on the
S.A. 5s. pictorial were inspanned or not, but it was scon
settlcdt. Mr. F. J. H. Kotze was the winner with all questions
correct.

Mr. Percy C. Bishop promised to stage the next competition
at our December meeting.

Display.—Mr. C. D. Xettle exhibited his collection of
0O.F.8.; it is a long time since we have seen a collection of
O.F.8.,, and all present showed their appreciation by the
careful inspection they made.

Auction.—The usnal auclion finished the meeting. GALT

CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

Pregident, W, D, Vallance : Hon. Secretary, S. Kaganson,
P.0. Box 1973. Meetings, 2nd and 4th Thursdays at York-
shire Buildings, Strand St., 7.30 p.m.

Thursday, 28th September, *“ Jurgens Ccllection ”: That
the ° Jurgens Collection . of the triangular stamps of the
Cape was superior to the ‘“ Riesco Collection ”” was the con-
sidered opinion of Cdr. Enoch, F.R.P.S.L., who had viewed
both collections. This statement was included in the remarks
made by Cdr. Enoch in passing a vote of thanks to Mr. A, A,
Jurgens for his véry fine exhibit.

As was expected, there was an excellent attendance of
menibers and visitors, and the items displayed attracted more
than passing interest.

To single out any special items in this exhibit is very difficult,
as the condition of all the stamps was perfect.

Most, collectors know how difficult it is to obtain even
perfect single copies of these stamps, but here we were shown
oustanding copies in pairs and blecks and on cover and all
with perfect margins.

Deserving special attention was a mint block of four * Slate
Lilac ? sixpennys on “ Blued Paper,”” perhaps a unique
item. The * Bisect Covers > also drew a great deal of interest.

Mr. Vallance, on calling on Mr. Jurgens to speak, paid
tribute to one of South Africa’s outstanding philatelists.

In reminiscent vein, Mr. Jurgens told many amusing stories
of his philatelic rambles and ¢nier alia, drew sharp contrast
between the research work of stamp collecting in the early
days as compared with the easy methods followed by present
day colleetors who look for “ short cut ” results. Iinally,
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he urged members to regard stamp collecting as a * hobby >’
and refrain from treating it as a business.

The usual auction took place, including items for Red Cross
funds, for which cause this Society is making a special appeal,
and is holding a public auction shortly, the date of which
will be given later in this Magazine.

Thursday, 12th October: “ Travel and Transport in the
Stamp Album > was the title of the exhibit, written up and
arranged by Mr. F. P. Rousseau. These sideline collections
draw a great deal of interest these days and this particular
display superbly mounted and written up was no exception.
Here we were shown, through the medium of stamps, the
development of transport from the earliest time and mode
to the more modern means of travel. Highways, railroads,
waterways and airways were each treated in separate sections
and the developments in each depicted. The writing up was
beautifully executed in block roundhand.

Mr. Rousseau said that the display was an exhibition of
pictures rather than of stamps and was designed principally
to interest the new collector. 1t was an illustration as to how
comnion stamps can be collected and arranged to suit one’s
own ideas. ,

Two new members were elected and the usual auction took
place, many items being for war funds. BLC

NYASALAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, Mr. C. Stevens; Hon. Secretary, Mr. Anson.
Meetings, 2nd Mondays, Tobacco Auction Rooms, Limbe,
at b p.m. .

14th August: Present 14 members and visitors.

The Chairman welgomed Mr. and Mrs, Morton from Maritz-
burg, Natal, and asked Mr. Morton if he would talk to our
members for a few minutes. Mr. Morton replied and stated
their Society was formed in April last. A “ New Issue *’ service
was carried on by their Secretary taking orders and writing
direct to the Postmaster of the country of the new issue.
Their members were chiefly interested in British and Empire
issues. Items of interest were brought or read at each meeting
and a member gave a display and a few winutes talk. They
had some 40 members.

The Canadian war issue was passed round by Mr. Booth.

The club collection was tabled and proved of particular
interest to our visitors.

11th September : Present 12 members.

A lJetter from S./Sgt. L. ¥. Cumming was read, asking for
stamps of Nyasaland. Mr. Booth stated he would pass some
Nyasaland stamps to the Secretary to enablé him to send some
to Sgt. Cummings. -

Once again, through lack of any exchange packets from
Johannesburg, the members had to fall back on members’
exchange books which were tabled by Mr. Stevens and Mr,
Farquhar.

Refreshments were served and the meeting terminated at
18.45 hours. : oS

EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, A. Watson ; Hon. Secretary, S. F. Fowler, Box
168, East London. Meetings, (olosscum Building, second
Fridays, at 7.15 p.m.

Despite the inclement weather, there was a good attendanc.
of members and visitors at the October meeting, and amone
the latter we welcomed Mr. Wood, our local postmaster, ang
Sergt. Whitworth, R.A.F.

Some very interesting covers and new issues were passed
round for inspection, including propaganda and other issues of
Italy, some of which were found by one of our men in a ruined
house near Monte Cassino.

Mr. C. Wilson displayed his collection of Russia. The
attractive stamps of this country were shown from the first
St. Petersburg local to the recent issues, the latter recording
the cultural and industrial development during the last twenty
vears.

After the usual refreshiments, the President tabled a number
of sheects of scarce and elusive South African stamps, including
New Republic, Stellaland, the early- Union airmail cards,
and many others. At the conclusion of the displays, a vote of
thanks to the exhibitors was moved by the Vice-President,
Mr. T. A. Harper, and carried with acclamation.

The auction which concluded the meeting was very successful,
most of the lots submitted being sold, sonme of them being on
behalf of the Red Cross and Navy Week funds. TAH

+

SWAZILAND.

According to Stamp Collecting the Crown agent
have just released a new printing of the 2d. and
6d. values with perforation 13} x 13%4. The 2d is a
deeper brown than the January, 1943, first appear-
ance in this perfaration and the 6d. is described as
deep rosy mauve in place of bright purple.
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Transporting coal 1s a

burning question....scuuse
WITHOUT COAL THERE WOULD BE NO INDUSTRY

Coal is essential for the great tanks and guns, tractors and
industries whereiron is smelted, agricultural implements. Coal is
converted into steel, into battle- needed for power and refrigera-
ships and merchantmen, into tionplants,fordrugs and plastics.

WITHOUT TRANSPORT THERE WOULD BE NO COAL

Every ton of coal needed must new burdens without curtailing
be transported from pithead by the essential coal supplies for
rail. When emergency demands
for coal are made, all available
resources of locomotives, trucks
and men, already limited, have transport  demands on  the
to be mobilised to take heavy Railways are at their peak.

power stations and industries
and homes—this when national

Appreciation and understanding by industrial
and private users of the difficulties of trans-
porting coalin war time will help the Railways
in the performance of a national service.
There is coal to burn because—

THE RA!ILWAYS DELIVER THE GOODS

South African

allways

B

B R A T T S

Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News Agency,
Ltd., Johannesburg! Printed by Magazine Press (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, Johannesburg
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VALY
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Confident
when

Buying and Selling

This very grateful tribute to the quality of the
service provided by Harmer’s Bond Street Stamp Auctions
is but one of the many hundreds of compliments that we
receive each season.

The success of Harmer’s Bond Street Stamp Auctions
is the fruit of more than 50 years’ consistent effort to
provide a perfect service and complete satisfaction for
Vendor and for Bugyer.

Every feature of every sale at Harmer’s of Bond
Street is handled by experts—men whose wide experience
enables them to reveal those little extra points of a stamp
that enable the distant Buyer to bid confidently and in
complete security, and ensure for the Vendor a fair price
for his stamps.

That is why almost all the great collections are placed
with Harmer’s of Bond Street for dispersal—why more than
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond
Street Stamp Auctions—why Harmer’s have a larger turn-
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer.

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues.
Our brochure “Selling Stamps at Auction” also is free to
prospective Vendors.

H. R. HARMER

The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer
ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS.

39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1,
' ENGLAND.

Cables: “HARMER’S BOND STREET LONDON.”
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UNION AND S.W.A. NOTES s
]

2d. Roll Stamps of 1931.

Mr. Sydow’s paper elsewhere in this issue
brings out a feature of this stamp which so
far appears to be peculiar to it alone amongst
the rotogravure printings. Certain identical

- flaws appear on hoth the English and Afri-
kaans varieties; his paper explains how this
came about. )

S W.A. 1s. with Inverted Quverpiint,

Rumour for once is not a lying jade. Last
month we mentioned that a report had come
from Windhoek that a sheet of the current
Bantam 1s. with small S.W.A, overprint must
have had this inverted, about a quarter of the
sheet being obtained, the other three-quarters
having been sold over the counters

A correspondent in Port Elizabeth (Mr.
Harmer——lucky name in philately!) confirms
the report. About 26th October he received
some stamps which he had ordered from the
Post Office at Windhoek, and among them
was a block of four of the 1s. with inverted
overprint.

“Speed the Victory Fair,” Johannesburg.

This Fair, running from 25.11.44 to 2.12.44,
to raise funds for the Governor-General’s
National War Fund ‘and other patriotic
funds, is not so prolific in commemorative
postmarks as was Liberty Cavalcade at Cape
Town in March with three of them.

Although the civil post office had a tem-
porary office in the grounds, it did not at
first” provide any special canceller, using
merely an ordinary double circle mark from
the head office in town, with “Johannesburg”
above and “33” below.

For the last two days, however, they did
provide a special “emergency type” cancel-
lation, a single circle mark with VICTORY
FAIR at top, JOHBG below and the date in
two lines across, thus 2 XII / 1944,
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The Union Defence Force, however, which
put up its usual very fine display, had a large
post. office in full operation, with museum
pieces which included some captured enemy
mail bags and cancellers, both Italian and
German. The office canceller was of the
standard A.P.0.—U—M.P.K. type, the num-
bers being 50 A. (The Cape Town one was
No. £0).

The Philatelic Society of Johannesburg
staged a large exhibit with selections from
nearly every country in the world, Africa be-
ing rather more fully represented than other
parts. Many “side-lines” were also featured.
They followed Cape Town’s example by hav-
ing a miniature sheet of four labels, printed
in dark blue and orange. The central de-
sigh is a mine headgear with “Philatelic So-
city of Johannesburg” round it in an oval.
In the top corners are “3d.” and at the bot-
tom “1944—Speed the Victory Fair.” The top
and bottom marging have the Society’s name
and the date respectively; on the left and
right “Speed the Victory Fair—Verhaas die
Oorwinning Kermis.” The sHeets were sold at
1s. each, and contributed very substantially
to the takings.

Old Transvaal Stamps.

Scarcely a Union Note, perhaps, but it may
be stated here that next month we hope to
publish the first of several papers by Dr. R.
Brown, F.R.S., on Z.A.R. stamps.

Dr. Broom has a world-wide reputation as
a palaeontologist having published innumer-
able papers on the Mesozoic Reptiles of the
Karroo beds; more recently, since joining the
staff of the Transvaal Museum, his interests
have been more in the line of man’s “missing
links.” ‘

He has been a casual stamp collector for
over 70 years, but we believe this is the first
occasion he has indulged in philatelic re-
search.. The opportunity of studying the old
Z.A.R. plates in the Museum gave him the
necessary stimulus, and we can look forward
to quite a few additions (and alterations) to
our knowledge of these stamps. Yardley,
Curle and Basden have not written the last

‘word about them.
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The Editor,
South African Philatelist,

POTCHEFSTROOM ENVELOPES.

Sir,—I have been waiting for this subject. to get
thoroughly aired—and also for time to write—
beforo butting in. It seems that a cover I havo
may throw some light on this subject, and is
particularly apt in view of your editorial remarks
at the conclusion of Mr. Jurgens’ letter in your issuc
of May, 1944.

A good many years ago I obtained, in one batch,
soveral Transvaal unstamped (i.e., without ad-
hesives) envelopes all with handstamps of Potchef-
stroom.

The two envelopes I still possess are both stampecd
with the large Potchefstroom dater with the M.S.
6d., in place of the day and month. One of these, a
blue envelope, is unused and dated 1871, but the
other is used and this latter I wish to describe.

The used copy is a smallish, oblong (what used
to be called ‘“ damen > format) white envelope. Tt
has the M.S. ““ 6d.” large dater of Potchefstroom
in N.E. corner and, also on the front, the small
Potchefstroom date stamp of “ NO. 22, 1871.” It
is addressed to ‘‘ Fred Jeppe Esq., Pretoria.” At
the back is the receiving date stamp of Pretoria,
dated ‘“ NO. 23, 1871.” There is no other marking
‘whatever.

Personally 1 should have preferred that this was
addressed to anyone but Jeppe as it raises certain
questions as to whether Jeppe (i) was in Pretoria
at the time or (ii) had addressed it to himself.

But this cover is of interest, not only from the
date, which is three months later than the cover
mentioned by Mr. Sharpe, which he says is back-
stamped, but also because, so far, it appears to be
the only one of these prepaid provisional envelopes
which bears both the date stamp. of dispatch and
arrival. .

This seems, however, in conjunction with Mr.
Sharpe’s cover, to have definitely crossed your
“ bridge,” Mr., Editor. It may not have arrived on
the other side with a perfectly clean record—that
is a matter of point of view—but at least it shows
that these envelopes were used and did pass the
postal authorities at both ends without additional
charge. My own personal view is that these

envelopes were intende® to be a form of postal °

stationery, at first, perhaps, for the convenience of
the public who might well have had, not only some
difficulty in obtaining envelopes in outlying dis-
tricts, but also found it more convenient to have
a small stock on hand, already prepaid, rather than
having to visit the post office on each occasion to

prepay their letters. Such envelopes could safely -

be handed to anyone to post and there was no need
even to entrust money to a chance messenger.
That, having been once created, they continued in
use for so long is not extraordinary as, so long as
they were a convenience and in demand, why should
they be dropped ? Doubtless both Jeppe as post-
master at Potchefstroom or his successor had very
wide powers, and so long as the Treasury obtained
the money for postage did it really matter in what
form it was obtained ?

My cover, of course, has nothing to show that it
was on ‘‘ official service ”’ or that postage was not
necessary. Butin order to make sure of this point
I attach a tracing of the actual address. If this
turns out—and I hope someone can verify the
writing from records of Jeppe’s ywn * fist 7 ab the
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period—to have been written by someone other
than Jeppe then its authentic and regular usage
seems established, since it then become a letter
from Potchefstroom to Pretoria, written from one
member of the public to another. .

Apologising for a somewhat lengthy discourse
on one small item.

Sincerely
E. ¥. HURT.

Mr. Hurt’s letter and tracing were submitted to
Mr. A. E. Basden as the most likely person to have
a specimen of Jeppe’s signature and as the most
knowledgeable person on Transvaal philately. His
answer is given below :—

“T return Hurt’s letter. T have only one letter of
Jeppe’s—addressed from the General Post Office,
Pretoria, 24th. April, 1872, to a correspondent in
Durban on stamp exchanging; and while there
are resemblances between his signature and the
specimen sent by Hurt, I am of opinion the writing
is by a third party—or should I say second ? The
writing is sufficiently similar to suggest it was
probably written by a brother, taught in the same
school. But there are such divergencies as to make
me arrive at the opinion that the address on Hurt’s
cover was not written by -Fred Jeppe.

1 think Hurt’s is a very good letter, and that his
reasoning is sound. I know of no valid reason for
doubting these envelopes; especially as we know
Jeppe was a keen stamp collector, and was un-
doubtedly well acquainted with U.S.A. stamps and
procedure.

I think it is a mistake to condemn out of hand
anything that cannot be proved beyond doubt. To
me, the issue of such envelopes should be expectod
rather than questioned ; bearing in mind tho con-
ditions in Transvaal at the time and their similarity
to U.S.A. postal stationery of the sixties.”’

E. BLUM

P.0. BOX 1669 CAPE TOWN

recommends his services to Dealers and Collectors
alike for Selling and Buying stamps from all
countries. Price List now ready and can be sent
to applicants free on demand. Collections and
Accumuletions bought for spot cash. Highest

prices paid. Established in South Africa since
1930. First class references,

UNIVERSITY .OF THE WITWATERSRAND

We have been asked to state that the Uni-
versity is compiling a list of all members of
its staff and past or present students of the
University, or its predecessors, who are or haver
been on active service during this war.

Will friends or relatives of any such indi-
viduals please send names and full.relevant
particulars to the President of Convocation,
P.O. Box 7770, Johannesburg. *
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¢““Covers the World”

@® RUSSIA .
1944 Stratosphere Heroes (2). .. 6 9
11944 Militant Friendship (2)... 3 6
11944 Turgenev Anniversary (2) 1 3
or the three Sets ... For 10 ¢
@® BRITISH EMPIRE
BECHUANALAND
8.G.53 broken P . .. 27T 0 0
Regent No. 89 ‘10 0
BRITISH GUIANA (JLN'J‘. .. £2.0 0
BR. SOMALILAND 1938 ... £8 0 0
tGREAT BRITAIN P.U.C.£1... £2 0 0
JUBILEE compl. ... £35 0 0
tNATAL 8.G. 171 vertical pair ‘
pmk 17 July, 1911 ... £25 0 0
S.W.A. {8.G. 13 hor. pr. ... £8 0 O
18.G. 26 block ... .. £710 0
18.G. 27 vert. pr. . ... £17 10 0
8.G. 2« Afrika” over
“South-West” block... £40 0 0
| S.G. 1 ditto pair... £15 0 0
) S8.G. 31 -, 5 ..£100. 0 0
S.G. 2 double o/p ... £12 0 0
S.G. 12 Control Block... £40 0 0
S.G. 26 . . £5 0 6
S.G. 39 . o £8 0 0
S.G. 35 ’ v £ 0 0
SOUTH AFRICA
26.10.18 p.c. ~“Make Your
Sixpence Fly’’ Blue VVmg on
Red Cross . .. £110 0
] 1925 Air mint . .. £2 0 0
used . ... .. £2 5 0
cover .. £210 0

Postage Extra.
tIndicates used, otherwise mint.

price changes. E. & O.E.

WE WANT TO BUY—
AL OLD AND MODERN COLLECTIONS,
SINGLE RARITIES AND ERRORS,
DUPLICATES & OFFICE MIXTURES.
. Prompt Cash on acceptance of Offer.

WE ALSO WELCOME GOOD
EXCHANGES

E. M. LACY

Bankers: Telegrams: Globephil.
Barclays. Telephone: 2-4657.

(Globe Postage Stamp Company)

117 Longmarket Street, Capetown.

Offers subject to being unsold and subject to -
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We Buy for Prompt Cash !

In Largest Quantities Available
@

FISCALLY USED POSTAGE STAMPS—of all

British Colonies, especially "African. . These can

be pen or pencil marked, bank or {fiscally can-

celled, etc. Only postage types are wanted, free

of paper. Will take as a mixture or mlted into

eaeh type. Especially want medium and higher
values .in large amounts.

POSTALLY USED POSTAGE STAMPS-—of alk

kinds, especially smaller African colonies, sorted

into each type and washed off paper. Especially

desire pictorial issues per 100 or per 1,000.. Can
usa 10,0006 and more of each stamp,

UNITED STATES S8TAMPS—of all kinds, either
in collection or separately. )

We can use above stamps in any quantity
available. Kindly send us your offer, quot-
ing by Scott catalogue or by full description.
The very best of references in Africa and
England can be furnished on request, as
our repuation for fair dealing is world-wide.

E. J. FRANK COMPANY

5031 Queensberry Avenue. Baltimore, 15,
Maryland, U.S.A.
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WANTED TO BUY

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA

High values Kings Head and
London Pictorials wanted in

mint  well - centred condition
14

SINGLES, PAIRS AND BLOCKS

Full catalogue and over willingly

paid for first-class matcrial

|

PATRICK RIORDAN

Nababeep - Namaqualand
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THE 2d. ROTOGRAVURE COIL STAMPS OF 1931 OF THE UNION OF
SOUTH AFRICA |

OUTH AFRIC | |

|

By A. HILTON SYDOW, AB.AA., C.A. (S.A.)

The 2d. denominated coil stamps which were
printed by the rotogravure or rotary photogravure
process at the Government Printing Works at
Pretoria were issued primarily during November,
1931, in coil form of a single strip of 500 units in
vertical arrangement.

These stamps were bicoloured and were printed.

from two copper cylinders, one for the frame
designs and the other from the vignette designs
of the Union Buildings at Pretoria. Each cylinder
comprised 132 images in intaglio on its periphery
in twenty-two horizontal rows of six units each.

I own a reconstructed 132-set sheet of these
stamps, made up of six vertical strips of twenty-two
units each, which ropresents a combined printing
{rom :—

1. One complete revolution of the coil frame
cylinder.

2. One complete revolution of the coil vignoette
cylinder.

The following is a plan which represents the
positions of the KEnglish and Afrikaans inscribed
stamps on the said reconstructed sheet, together
with an ancillary plan which represents the vignette
positions.

VIGNETTES.

FRAMES, - i

Nos 102, 4 H 6 _ Nos. 12 3 1 5 6
Row 1 EA E A E A Row 1 VvV V.V vV VvV {
Row 2 A E A E A E Row 4 ... LIV VO VY VY VY [
Row: 3 . E A ¢ A E A Row 3 .V V.V vV VvV YV
Row 4 . AE A E A E Row 4 ... VvV V. V. VvV V

T 5-18 5-18
Row 19 . A E A E A Row 19 ... vVvVy vV VvV Vv V
Row 20 ... . AE A E A E Row 20 ... vV Vv vV Vv VvV
. —_

Row 21 E A A E A 3 Row 2l VvV vV vV VvV V 2
Row 22 AE A E A E 4 Row 22 ... vy V vV vV V 3

A carbon tissue sheet which comprised 120 frame
images of 20 horizontal rows of six each was printed
from the original 120-set diapositive frame plate
initially prepared for use anent the ordinary 120
contained sheet issues. The said printed tissue
then was ‘“ squeegeed ” on to a copper cylinder
and imparted 120 frame images of 20 horizontal
rows of six each, i.e., Rows Nos. 1 to 20, after
development. An exposed area was left on the peri-
phery of the cylinder between horizontal Rows
Nos. 20 and 1. Subsequently a second carbon
tissue sheet which comprised 12 frame images of
two horizintal rows of six was printed from the
original 120-set diapositive plate, and the printed

tissue therefrom was ‘‘ squeegeed ** on to the copper

cylinder in the exposed area between Rows Nos.
20 and 1 and after development imparted 12 frame
images, namely, horizontal Rows Nos. 21 and 22.
The said frame cylinder thus received a total of
132 images. From certain characteristics cited
further on it will be observed that the two additional
horizontal Rows Nos. 21 and 22 imparted to the

(n) FRAMES.
1 2 3

Nos. 5 6
iy e ,

Row 19 .(19) ... ... BEa Ab Kc Ad Ee Af
Row 20 (20) ... . E Ah Ei Aj E
Row 3 (21 Am En Ao EHp A
Row 1 (22) Eq Ar E  As Et
Row. 1 (1) t A E A K A
Row 3 (2 A E A E A &
Row 4 (3) AmEn Ao Ep A
Row 4 - (4 . Eq Ar B As Lt
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copper cylinder by the said 12-set carbon tissue
sheet were derived by the latter from HorrzonNraL
Rows Nos. 3 AND 4 0F THE ORIGINAL DIAPOSITIVE
Framg Prate.

The images on the 132-set vignette copper
cylinder were *‘ squeegeed > thereon frowmn printed
tissue obtained from 120-set and 12-set carbon
tissue sheets printed from the original 120-set
diapositive vignette plate in a manner similar to
that described for the frame cylinder afore. From
certain characteristics quoted further on it will be
observed that the two additional horizontal Rows.
Nos. 21 and 22 imparted to the copper cylinder
by the 12-set vignette carbon tissue sheet were
derived by the latter from HowrizonTaL Rows
Nos. 2 AND 3 oF THE ORIGINAL DIAPOSITIVE
VIGNETTE PrATE.

The following is a plan which represents the
positions of certain characteristics of the dia-
positive frame and vignette plates shown on a
reconstructed sheet of coil stamps anent certain
horizontal rows :—

-

(b) VIGN]%TT E)S.

Nos. B 5 6
e

Row 19 (19) YV VvV vV v v V¥V
Row 20 (20) ... ..V vV VvV vV VvV V
Row 2 (21) .. ..V V. VvV V V Vb
Row 3 (22) .. ..V Ve VAV vV ¥V
Row 1 (1) ..¥ V Va V VvV V¥
Row 2 (2) .. ..V V. vV VvV V Vb
Row 3 (3) .. ..V Ve Vg V'V V¥
Row 4 (b ... ..V V vV ¥V VvV V
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In the .foregoing,
positive and “C” the eylinder horizontal rows.
The following is a list of the diapositive frame

()

()
(b)
(c)

(b) The following is a list of the diapositive
vignette plate blemishes and their positions on the

“p o

191

19/2
19/3
19/4
19/5
19/6
201

20/3

Dot over

Dot over

Dot over

and 211
3/2 and 21,2
3/3 and 21/3
3/4 and 21/4
3/56 and 21/5

/2 and 22/2
4/4 and 22/4
4/5 and 22/5
4/6 and 22/6

Dot bet\\ een ** J]) >
Tinal ** A > of

5 Dot over 8 of “ Suid.”
Dot in 11 > of
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plate blemishes and their positivns on the re.
constructed sheet with small letters indicating their
positions on the frame plan above :—

represents the dia-

SEoof ¢ Afrika aml dot in fre lmehne top right.
ot “ Suid.
Afuka qpht;
“ UL of * Suid ” and dot between

“E” and “ L of ** Posseel.”

Targe dot above right scroll to right of postage.
Dot outside of right fmmelme

Dot in ball of ““ 2’ of ¢
Dot in frameline above the right tower.

24.
“OU” of ““ South ” above frameline.

Dot after “ O of ** Posseel.”
“South ” andin “H > of “ South.”
Small dot in left bottom corner within frameline.
Dot after final ““ I, of ““ Posseel.” Dot in “K "
Dot in frameline above ““ CA » of “ Africa.”
sSmiall dot in outer frameline above ‘K.

Small dots, outside frameline, over *“ H ? and “ R.’
Dot in fratneline left of seroll.

Dot in *“ U of ‘“ South.”

Small dots, outside frame, one over ““ 8, one in “ U,
Dot in frameline at bottom right.

of ““ Afrika.”

reconstructed sheet, with small letters referencing
their positions on the vignette plan above :—

(@) 1;3 Dot left of centre chimney (hnghsh inscribed stamp).
(b) 2/6 Faint dot in clouds right of left tower (Enghsh inc. stamp).
(¢)  3/2 Dot in sky to right of left tower and dot in sky to left of left tower. (Afrikaans inseribed stamp.)
() 3/3 Small flag on spire of right tower (Bnglish inscribed stamp).
(6) 21/6 Faint dot in clouds right of left tower (Afrikaans inc, stamp).
(c) 22/2 Dot in sky to right of left tower and dot in sky to left of left tower (English inscribed stamp.)
(d) 22/3 Small flag on spire of right tower (Afrikaans inscribed stamp).
(@) and (b)) COMBINED FRAMES AND VIGNETTES PLAN.

-Nos 1 2 3 4 5 6

P I)" NS RLRTE ST
Row 19 19) 19 (19) EV AV EV AV EV AV |
Row 20 (20) 20 (20) AV EV AV EV AV EY First Revolutions
Row 8 (21) 2 (21) BV AV EV AV EV AVD of Cylinders,
Row 4 22 3 (22) AV EVe AVad EV AV BY
Row 1 (1) i (1) BV AV EVa AV EV AV
Row 2 2 2 (2) AV EV AV EV AV Lvh Second Revolutions
Row 3 3) 3 3) EV AVe EvVd AV- EV AV of Cylinders.
Row 4 A4) 4 (4) AV EV AV EV EV EV

The data given in the foregoing plan have bheen
complied from reconstructed vertical strips of eight,
units each housed in my Union collection with
horizontal Rows Nos. 21 and 22, the two additional
rows, contiguous to horizontal Rows Nos. 1 and 2.
Thus, it will be discerned that the 2d. rotogravure
coil stamps of 1931 furnished Union philately with
something new by way of variety, namely, that

certain diapositive characteristics, already par-
ticularized 1 this monograph, appear on ‘certain
Exarism  INscrIBED StaMPs in the positions
indicated afore as EVb, EVc and EVd, and that
these identical diapositive oharaofeustlcq appear
also on certain AFRIKAANS INSCRIBED Stamps
in the positions indicated afore as AVb, AVe and
AVd. Semper aliquid novi Africam affere,

FRANCE | U.S.A.
Full information is not yet available as to | Two more “Overrun Countries’” commemor-
what stamps are being aused in liberated atives have been announced: a 3c purple in

France. but apparently it is a mixture of
hand-overs from the Vichy regime and new
issues, some printed in France or Algiers, some
in V\ashmgton and some in London. It is
fairly clear that there is to be no AMGOT
issue—this in fact never seems to have got
much beyond Sicily; Ttalian stamps or Ttalian
with a “Governo Militare Alleato” overprint

heing used on the liberated mainland.
] U.S.S.R.
Mekeel’s Weekly rveports two more com-

memoratives with the flag of the U.S.S.R.
flanked with the Union Jack and the Stars
~and Stripes. These are in a central oval
and in the surrounding border are the shad-
owing flags of many nations. These stamps,
value 60k. and 3r., were apparently issued
on 14th June, for they bear that date and an
inscription meaning “The Day of the United
Nations.”
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honour of the Philippine resistance to Japan,
and a 5S¢ in honour of Korea.

The latter, due to have appeared on 2nd
November, bh()“‘b the flag of formerly indepen-
dent Korea in natural oo]om: with a border
of the same design and colour as the Furopean
series,

The former, to have heen issued on 27th
September, is not of the common flag design,
but has a reproduction on Corregidor and the
couneeting islands on which were other forts.

Join .

THE INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE CLUB

and build your collection cheaply with the help of over-

seas members. Membership costs only 4/6 per year, or

three years 12/- and competitions offer free extensions.

(Used ‘stamps on or off cover accepted for fees by
arrangement.)

Full particulars from:

252 St. John’s Road, (*fmley Vale,

S. G.
N.S.'W., Australia,

Walton,
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COLLECTORS WANTS AND OFFERS

(Twopence per word per insertion with minimum of 2/- per insertion)

Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used
copies wanted. Particularly Edward
and George. High prices willingly

paid. .
William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes-
burg.

Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S.
covers and rarities wanted by
A. E. Basden, Killarney, Brickhill Road,

Durban,

Collections Wanted to Buy.—Old and
Modern Collections, Single Rarities
and FErrors, Duplicates and Office
Mixtures.

Prompt cash on acceptance of offer:

E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.),
117 Longmarket Street, Cape Town.

Wanted: Transvaal, Natal, Cape, O.F.S,,
Bechuanaland, Gambia, St. Helena,
Egypt, France. Picked copies, rari-
ties and varieties, also 9,000 items
for world collection up to 1933 issues.

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg.

For Service, promptness and satisfac-
tion.

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni.
Phone 54-1692.

Mr. E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom,
offers Blocks of South African Col-
onies and Union, also full range of
Entires.

Basutoland: Wanted covers, or stamps
postmarked . in Basutoland before
1910.

Harding, Box 108, Ladybrand.

Current issues of British Colonials sup-

. plied at 123 per cent. above face value
or cost. Also other stamps at very
reasonable prices. Postage and insur-
ance extra. Full particulars from

Arthur F. Wolton, “Roddfield,” Hayle,
Cornwall, England.

Wanted: Geo. VI obsolete mint only,
singles and/or blocks of four. To fill
gaps in private collection. Will buy or

exchange.

It. B. H. Friedman, 64 Air School,
Tempe, Bloemfontein. Member of
O0.F.8. & Basutoland  Philatelic
Society.

Wanted: S.A. Military Postmarks in
S.W.A. Stanley Gibbons 18a. and
46a. Postage Due D.2.a.—D.8.B and
C

F. Mattei, 24 Hoofd Street, Braamfon-
tein, Johannesburg.

Wanted low priced South African
material up to 10,000 each. Offers to:
‘Stamps,” Box. 1102, Salisbury.

N.Z. 1944 Health Set on cover for fifty
assorted S.A. in good condition. -

S. Clzlrtis & Co., Ashhurst, New Zea-
land.

Wanted: Union King’s Head £1, 10/-,
5/- mint and fine used, 1id. bantam
unrouletied. .

C. J. Dekema, Box 145, Germiston.

1 offer my specialised collection of
stamps of Great Britain 1840 to 1943
(including rarities and about 264
Mint.) Catalogue value £339. Price
£100. Further particulars from:

E. J. Brierley, “Maritzani,” Morkel
Street, Somerset West, C.P., where
collection can be seen.

OSWALD_MARSH'S

EFFICIENT,

WRITE FOR §
PARTICINARS

S

MONTHLY
PHILATELIC
BULLETIN

TKach month The Windsor Stamp Co. pub-
lish THIE WINDSOR MONTHLY PHILA-
TELIC BULLETIN, an attractive 12 page
illustrated list.

Contents include many offers of interesting
stamps, including sections for Empire and
Ioreign ; New Issues; Stamps for Investment;
High values; Specimens; Accessories; Special
offers and a Monthly Outstanding Bargain.

No, we are not telling you any more as we
wish you to obtain and judge the M.P.B. for
yourself, and, of course, as a subscriber have
the exclusive offers each month of stamps in
short supply at reasonable prices.

Subscription 2s. 6d. for one year’s supply of

12 issues, wkich please remit by British Postal
Order. Specimen copy 3d.

THE WINDSOR STAMP COMPANY
UCKFIELD - SUSSEX - ENGLAND
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EGYPT NEAARleA’ST

Singles Commemoratives Aviation,
Lots Sets, etc., etc.

Strong, Black American Cloth Cover, with 150 sELLING

ruled, good, tough quality wrmng -paper pages,
and thumb index. Size of page 7iins. x 10ins., ' BUYING
price 17/8 nett, postage 1/6 extra. Spare ]e'lves

can be supplied at 6/6 per 100, post free. : EXC HANGE

A similar album is available in Foolscap size
(73ins. x 12ins.) at 21/- nett, postage 1/6' extra.
Spare leaves at 7/6 per 100, post free.

[ L e e T T T T T T TR T LT

NO ALBUMS— /ut

T can offer a small quantity of Office TFile
Ringbooks, as a useful stand-by and. substitute
for Stamp Albums.

TN |

Owing to the limited supply available, these * > k ;[
Ringbooks cannot be sent on approval. Orders, “Stt) l"g RL [I[I(),If
which must be accompanied by remittance, will be

executed strictly in rotation. )T’[/J

No other albums, nor spare leaves, m Gtock at

T eopan . DmemM(%%Mm

1945. Gibbons TForeigm (Part II) Catalogue:
Orders now being booked.

A. LICHTENSTEIN 9«-»“/

Ell 2
P.0. Box 576, |
BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S.

Cosmopbile

Postage Stamps
CAIRO : Box 177 EGYPT

WEEKLY STAMP _ every
~ AUCTION SALES a5

CATALOGUES ON REQUEST ‘

Postal bids accepted

Lots of stamps a%ways on hand for sale by prlvate “treaty

JAMES MILDENHALL & COMPANY o {

Philatelic Auctioneers

JOHANNESBURG

i
Corner RISSIK & MARSHALL STREETS (Opp. Escom House) 1
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IN AND OUT OF
VRYBURG

By 7. H. HARVEY PIRIE
and

A. A. JURGENS
(Continued from page 124 of November issue)

This  story  has long heen current
in South Africa and has been fairly generally
accepted, by ourselves included, but, we fear, in a
completely uncritical spirit and without any
attempt being made to verify the origin or truth of
the story.

A date stamp of this type, with a dot and two
dashes, is not known from anywhere else in Cape
Colony of this period and, at first sight, the hitherto

accepted story might well seem to account for it.

Nevertheless our study of it and of Vryburg post-
marks of the preceding ten years has convinced us
that the story is a myth. Our reasons for saying so
are as follows :—

Fig. 4.

Fig. 3.

(@) Vryburg date stamps with B B at the bottom
were in use for at any rate the period 1893 to 1895,
We have a number of them cancelling British

Bechuanaland stamps or on covers to or from.

Vryburg during these years. Such date stamps may
have remained in the Vryburg Post office after it
came under Cape Colony administration (we know,
in fact, that one, of a slightly different pattern, did
so remain—see section 7 of this article), but it was
not one of them which was mutilated to cancel the
Vryburg Z.A.R. stamps. These marks all had an
index letter (A—D) but, as that was a removable
feature, its presence or absence can be discounted
as of no evidencial value in this connection.

The important point is that the céntral stop at
the bottom, the vne after the first B, is, in every
mark of this type which we have seen, small and
round and considerably higher up than the bottom
bars of the B’s (see Fig. 5). 1t does not appear to
us possible, therefore, that chipping off of the upper
parts of the B’s could have left dashes level with the
central dot as is seen in Figs. 1, 2 and 4.

(b) What is, perhaps, even more convincing
evidence is the fact that there was in use at Vryburg
for, at any rate, the period 1892 to 1895 a date stamp
without the letters B B at the bottom, but with a
central dot and “ side dashes ’—making a mark
absolutely indistinguishable from that found on the
Vryburg Z.A.R. stamps. We have several specimens

of this cancelling British Bechuanaland stamps or
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Fig. 5.

on covers to or from Vryburg. A specimen from an
official letter of 1895 is illustrated in Fig. 1; this
shows traces of the side dashes. We take it that this
date stamp remained lying around in the Vryburg
Post Office, was found in November, 1899, and was
the one used during the Boer occupation of the
town. There was also at least one Vryburg B B date
stamp and one Vryburg C.G.H. date stamp, as is
mentioned in Section 7 of this article, but, Vryburg
having been officially annexed, it is fairly obvious
why the date stamp with no territorial letters on it
was preferred.

The other illustrations of this date stamp are :
Fig. 2, from the cover already mentioned as having
been posted in Vryburg on the date of occupation,
25 OC 99 ; this has the most prominent side dashes
which we have seen. Fig. 3, from a cover with a set
of Vryburg Z.A.R. stamps addressed to the post-
master, Johannesburg; this has no ‘side dashes
visible. Fig. 4, on an O.V.S. stamp, with date
14 AP, 1900; this has traces of the side dashes,
very much as in the 1895 mark (Fig. 1).

We conclude, on this evidence, that the mark
always found on genuine Vryburg Z.A . R. stamps was
one of a date stamp in use at Vryburg in earlier
years and that it was not from a mutilated B.B.
date stamp. We think it unlikely that the date
stamp was meant to have these side dashes. British
Bechuanaland had its cancellers made through the
G.P.O. in ("fape Town, which naturally placed the
order with the.same people as made the cancellers
for the Cape Government and they followed the
types of the Cape marks. Cape marks with a single
dot at the bottom are common, but a type with
dashes on either side pf the dot is not known.
Probably in making the Vryburg canceller, rough
or slightly vaised portions were left through careless-
ness and these sometimes left their imprint in the
postmark.

The postmark of 14 AP 1900 (Fig. 4) raises a
little point of interest. Look at the ¢ 1900.” Rich
calls this ‘‘ condensed numerals” and states:
“Such slugs were supplied to a number of Cape
offices, to replace the 2-figure (99) year date in use
for 1899. Its presence is therefore a sign of genuine-
ness.”” We are not aware of this condensed 1900
slug from “ a number of Cape offices,” in fact, we
only know it ofherwise from the Mafeking C.Gi.H.
date stamp in use during the siege; 00" was
the usual combination supplied for use when 99
came to an end, although for a time 19 was used
at various offices whose communications with Cape
Town had been cut off by Boer activities. What we
would like to know is *“ How did this 1900 slug get
into Vryburg, seeing that it was in Boer occupation
from 25th October, 1899, onwards ? ”’ Incidentally.
also, how did the Mafeking one get in, seeing that
Mafeking was cut off ? One can hardly imagine
the Cape postal authorities sending special runners
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to smuggle them through, especially at Vryburg.
6. Counterfeit VRYBURG cancellations.

Rich describes and figures (Illustration 2-3) the
postmark found on the stamps with forged over-
prints he has seen. This is a circle of correct size
with a small vound dot at the bottom ; the letters
are thinner and taller than in the genuine marks ;
there is an index letter D and the date ix DC 7.
This date is *“ phoney ” in two respects ; DC was
never the abbreviation used for December, it was
DE and 17 Dec. was a very unlikely (although not
an entirely impossible) date seeing that the sale of
the stamps was stopped on 29th November. We
have not seen any genuine Vryburg postmark with
the characters of lettering as given by Rich.

The cancellations on the two sets of stamps with
counterfeit overprints which we have seen are quite
different from that described and figured by Rich ;
this is scarcely to be wondered at, as three of the
four stamps are of quite a different brew from hix.
The postmarks on the two sets are identical in
character, except for the dates. The mark is a
circle of correct size (see Fig. 6) with a small round
dot at the bottom (not shown in the illustration,
but present on some of the other specimens) ; th(.
cirele is moderately thick, although not so thick al
in'the usual genuine postmatk. The letters of the
town name, although thinner than the genuine, as
in Rich’s case, are quite distinctly less tall than those
of the genuine mark. All marks have the index
letter D ; the date in one set is NO 28 99, in tho
otheritis DC 17 99 asin Rich’s case. This peculiarity
is suggestive of a common origin, although the over-
prints and marks are otherwise different.

We agree with Rich that DC in place of DE is
strongly presumptive of ° wrongness ’ about these
cancellations, but even errors of this order are
occasionally met with in perfectly genuine Cape
cancellations. We put no stress on the fact that
the month comes before the day. This reversal of
order is commonly seen in Cape postmarks of the
period and, in fact, Rich himself records one
genuine Vryburg Z.A.R. 24d. with the date as
NO 28 99 in place of the more usual 28 NO 99. We
have seen one set, which we regard as genuine in
every respect, in which the date on three of the
stamps is 28 NO 99, but on the fourth it is NO 28 99.
This set belongs to Mr. A. E. Basden and it may
be mentioned incidentally that it is certified a
genuine by a Mr. Asheroft, but Mr. Basden is
unaware who this individual is or was.

Fig. 6.

We have not found any genuine Vryburg post-
mearks agreeing in all particulars (date left out of
consideration) with the marks on the forgeries we
have described. There was a mark in use in 1890,
however, of which the forged marks are a pretty
good copyXbut not an exact one. We illustrate this
mark in Fig. 7, and on comparison with Fig. 6 it
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will be seen that the letters of the counterfeit mark
are not quite as tall as those bf the genuine mark.
Incidentally. it may be mentioned here that this
genuine mark (with index letter D) is to be found
on copies of the British Bechuanaland stamp
S.(i. No. 29—One Half-Penny overprint on Three
Pence—-with the overprint inverted. These stamps
ave either forgeries or printers’ waste, but this is
another story which we will not go into now.

7. British Reoccupation Stamps.

On the British recoccupation by the Mafeking
Relief Column on May 15th or 16th, 1900, some
Transvaal stamps were found in the post office, and
these were overprinted with a rubber handstamp
*“ V.R. SPECIAL POST ” in three lines. Gibbons
list the §d., 1d., 2d., and 24d.; Poole gives only the
3d. and 1d. and puts the quantities as 100 of the
dd. and 60 of the 1d.

In Gibbons’ Monthly Journal of April, 1902, a
Mr. H. W. Hawkins reports as follows :— \

“ * Special Posts * were sold in the ordinary way,

‘the amounts realized being handed to the (ape

Government. The exact numbers were §d., 232 and
Id., 68. There must also have been a few 2d. and
24d. for one of each has been seen. They were used
mainly for franking letters dating from the arrival
of the flying column for the relief of Mafeking up
to the 29th May. Previous to these there were issuod
a few odd #d. and 1d. current Capes pen and ink
cancelled C.St.Q as the date stamp was missing.
Afterwards the old B.B. one turned up and was
temporarily employed.”

We have only seen the }d. and 1d., six copies in
all, but amongst these the overprint occurs reading
oither upwards or downwards on each value. All
show the date of cancellation as MY 16 19,

‘Whether this overprint has been counterfeited or
not we cannot say. The specimens we have seen
are all identical in character and the scarcity of the
stamps seems to suggest that there are no fakes
about.

Fig. 8.

All those we have seen are cancelled and four of
the six are " on piece ”’ with the cancellation nicely
placed (like Rich’s illustration 2-5) at one or other
ond so as not to cover much of the stamp. One of
the exceptions is a stamp not on piece, showing
parts of two cancellations, but these are of the
same type as the others. The other exception is on

" a cover addressed to an individual in Johannesburg

who, we know, acted as a war correspondent for a
Johannesburg néwspaper. There is no back-
stamping, however, which might be taken as proof
that the cover actually went through the post.
What about the cancellations on these *‘ Special
Posts 2 VRYBURG B B postmarks with two
large dots between the ends of VRYBURG and
B B seem to be scarce as we have only seen one
specimen. This is on a postcard and has the date
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MY 16 94. It has an index letter C, but, as a remov-
able feature, this can be discounted. We illustrate,
for comparison, this postmark (Fig. 8) and the
cancellation on a “‘ Special Post ”* (Fig. 9); it will
he agreed, we think, that they are very similar and
on the whole we are of opinion that they have been
mado by one and the same stamper. What little
difference there may be in thickness of letters is
probably explicable by difference in texture of the
papers or firmness of application. We would have
liked to have had more specimens for comparison,
of both the marks as in use about 1894 and, even
more particularly, of undoubtedly genuinely used
‘“ Special Posts.” It may be that we are too sus-
picious, in not saying straight out that the two
marks are identical, but so many funny things have
happened in Vryburg that we are unwilling to
accept anything emanating therefrom at sheer face
value.

If this canceller was really available on 16th May
for cancelling these stamps, why was it not available
to Mr. St. Quentin for cancelling the Cape stamps ?
He used a VRYBURG C.G.H. canceller, but as no
date slug could be found initialled the cancellations
instead. There may be some simple explanation,
but, failing it, our confidence in the character of
these reoccupation pieces of MY 16 is not increased.

+

CARIMBOLOGY.

Our contemporary Brast! Filatelico runs a
coluran entitled “ Carimbologia.” We wonder how
many of our readers know to what branch of
philately this refers. Answers gladly received, but
no prizes offered for correct solutions.
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INDIAN 1A Tete-Beche Mint at 1/6 per pair.

BERMUDA! 2s. M.P. used in block at £1 5s. per
block. .

BR. GUIANA $1 used at 2/6 each

MALTA 1 Block 2d.
at 12/6 block.

GRENADA 2/- 1941 used al 10/- each.
GRENADA 5/- 1938 used at 9/- each.
GRENADA 10/- 1943 Large frame at £1 10s, each.

GRENADA 10/- 1938 Toned Paper Rare (One)
at £2 12s. 6d.

J. CHAMBERS

PORT ELIZABETH

error Curl on Head U

52 Parliament Street,

NYASALAND
A new pictorial issue is in course of pre-
paration, but date of availability "is not yet
announced. The designs. will include the tol-
lowing : —

#y td. and 9d. "Canoe on liake Nyasa.
A 1d. Member of King’s African Rifles.
14d. and 6d. Tea Estate, Mlanje Moun-
talns.
2d., 1s. and 10s. Map and Coat .of Arms.

3d. and 2s. lLake fishing village.
4d. and 2s. 6d. Tobacco Estate.
5s. and £1. Coat of Arms.

All stamps on sheets of 60 in the size of the
values, 26 x 37 mm.
—Windsor Stamp Co.

existing "low

PECIAL OFFER

11 Basutoland #d. to 10/- current used .. 26/0
11 Bechuanaland {d. to 10/- current used 30/0
8 N. Rhodesia 4d. to 1/- current mint .. 3/1
9 Nyhsaland 3d. to 1/- current mint .. 4/0
9 S. Rhodesia #d. to 1/- current mint .. 5/4
16 S.W.A. pictorials $d. to 1/- mint pairs 6/3
20 S.W.A. Bantam issue 4d. to 1/- current

mint T/0
Also available: ‘Shorter “sets and smgles of ubove ;
also modern Swaziland, Sweden, TIdl‘lGJO\dan,
U.S.A., airmails, and others, mint and used.
Nett. C.W.0. Add 4d. to orders under 7/6 to

cover registration, 7/6 and over post free.

N. P. GREENHAM

18 COCHRANE PLACE, DURBAN. l

e R LR S T e
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ou approval to medium and advanced collectors.

issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue,

C SW.A. BANTAMS ]/- ;

i
W with inverted owrprmf
|
|

offered in pairs and blocks

 WILLY SOBKOWSKI
. BOX 528
WINDHOEK
Spocialist of S.W.A. Stamps

e e 0
Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIALS
should get into touch with me AT ONCE

Selections of choice Mint or Used g

AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etec.,
These books can be selected -from at E

ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. . Also a choice lot of Egg}fﬁ%ﬁ&%n% gggﬁ%lig ;

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England
""“"'!ll!‘lU"l'”{!!’ll"|l"lU!I"'!|'”""'l!"!|N'|Ul|.”’!!H!!H"”‘|“””||||"!!l"ll’"ll”l""”!lllllllé
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The Stamp Collector’'s Annual—1944. 32nd

Edition. Published by “The Philatelic
Magazine.” Price 3s, nett, 3s. 3d. post
free from 112 Strand, London W.C.2.

This work, although not as large as in pre-
war years, provides the wusual interesting
mixed bill of fare. It opens with the 3rd
edition of the “Savoy” specialised catalogue
of the postage stamps of K.G. VI as known
up to May, 1944 (biut “Corona%tions ex-
cepted”); it is a good listing, prices are for
unused only, being those ruling at the time
of going to press. The general statement that
“Postage Dues” and “Officials” are not listed
as they are not available to the public is not
quite accurate as regards Union “officials”
and the inclusion of the Protectorates with
S.W.A. as “Territories directly or indirectly
under Union administration” sounds rather
queer to us.

The next section is a compilation by the
Editor of “Stamps perforated with letters
and devices on official authority—commonly
known as Perforated Officials.” This is ad-
mitted to be a first effort to compile a cata-
logue of this group of stamps and not to be
complete; it is hoped it will lead to more in-
formation being forthcoming so that a revised
and more nearly complete catalogue may be
made. There are certainly omissions in the
railway perforated officials of Natal, O.R.C.
and Transvaal.

+ Next comes a short guide to the rollection

of British Meter Postage Stamps, and

lastly the 16th edition of ‘“Who’s Who. in

Philately”—a guide to the prominent private

collectors in Great Britain and Ireland and

their special interests.

A Highway Into Stamp Collecting. By
Stephen G. Rich. Published by Chambers
Publishing Company, Kalamazoo, Michi-
gan, Price 50 cents.

Mr. Rich seems to be capable of unlimited
philatelic work as a collector, writer of
articles and philatelic columns, editing speci-
alist journals, managing societies and ron-
ducting correspondence with Tom, Dick,
Harry and Mary all over the world.

He has now broken out in a new field ‘with
a Handbook for Beginners, and it is g most
excellent, readable and interesting little book.
It should appeal especially to South Africans
as, with his many old but still persisting in-
terests here, a big proportion of the illustra-
tions are of South African items.

He advises the beginner at first to collect
everything and anything; later on to collect
what he specially likes. He covers, of course,
all the conventional field of beginners’ books,
how to handle stamps, how to recognise them,
mount them, display them to best advantage,
ete., ete. Perforations, watermarks, different
kinds of printing, etc., are briefly but lucidly
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dealt with.. Special fields of collecting are
rather more fully considered than in usual
books of this type, and there are valuable
hints on how to get (and not to get) stamps,
the use of a catalogue and books.

He has deliberately not gone so deeply in-
to things as some “first books” do, as his
experience with juniors’ clubs and the like
is that they are too full and that the line he
has taken is more interesting and stimulat-
ing. We endorse his choice and can highly
recommend this booklet to prospective and
young collectors.

ANOTHER BOUQUET

An American reader, writing about one of
Mr. Sydow’s recent articles, says: ‘“May 1
state that the Nouth African Philutelist lhas
i its 12 pages each month as much material
of real interest and worth as a number of the
large American stamp weeklies do in a similar
period.  Only the Americen Philutelist and
the Collectors’ Clul Philatelist surpass it in
quantity, though not in quality.”” =

SOCIETY NEWS

HE R Ay

CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY.

President, W. D. Vallance; Hon. RSecretary, S.
Kaganson, P.0. Box 1973, Cape Town: Meetings, 2nd
and 4th Thursdays at Yorkshire Buaildings, Strand
Street, at 7.30 p.m.

Thursday, October 26.—A good attendance when Mr.
W. G. Hesse gave his exhibit “Not in the Catalogue.””
This was an unusual display depicting chiefly the po-
litical history of Germany. Many interesting covers
wete shown, those of special interest being an “anti-
waste’’ cover of 1870, and another showing the Ger-
man P.0O. Armistice Commission cancellation in 1919.

Two other interesting' covers were the “Balloon Post”
from Parig to Bordeaux, and a “catapult” cover from
the German ship Bremen. .

Mr. Hesse described the various sheets displayed.

Mr. Ashmead, commenting on the collection, said Mr.
Hesse had the knack of picking out the quaint things
1;1 philately and making an interesting display {from
them.

The usual auction took place, many items belng of-
fered for Red Cross Funds. .

Thursday, November 9.—‘“Variety” was the order of
the day at this meeting when members displayed selec-
tions of their own chousing. Seven members took part.

A. particularly fine exhibit by Mr. F. Mattei, of Jo-
hannesburg, was a collection of ‘“‘Specimen’ stamps
comprising the complete series of the former German
colonies, on unwatermarked paper.

Mr. Hansen displayed a series of stamps with pau-
ticular bearing on the present war, such as the new
Polish, Norwegian and Dutch war issues.

Mr. E. C. Solomon gave a display of ‘““Chinese Locals
and Shanghai.” An interesting cover here was one
salvaged from the flying-boat ‘‘Challenger.” A few
sheets of particular interest to collectors of the Belgian
Congo were exhibited by Mr. Rivers as these showed
some ‘‘freak” perfs. and imperfs. from that colony.

Mr. Klein exhibited a few sheets from a very fine
collection of “British West African Colonies,” includ-
ing the “Wilberforce” set of Sierra Leone.

Mr. Kaganson gave us a few sheets of the latest is-
sues, including the ‘Monte Cassino” set, the new Am-
gots and also a set issued by Viechy France.

The last exhibitor was Mr. Vallance, and among his
sheets was the interesting issue by Spain of the “Sub-
marine Postals.” Another interesting item here was
a forged postmark on a Falkland Islands Jubilee.

The meeting closed with the usual auction, no less
than 33 items being offered for Red Cross Funds.

B.L.C,
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THE ORANGE I'REE STATE & BASUTOLAND
SOCIETY.

President, Mr. C. A. Larsen; Hon. Sceretary, Mr.
R, G. Lyon, Box 702, Bloemfontein; Meetings, Jsrd
Iridays each month,*Oranje Koffichuis, Blocmfontein,
7.30 p.m.

September.—The annual general meeting was held on
the 15th and the evening was devoted entively io busi-
ness. The election of officers for the eénsuing year re-
sulted as follows: President, Mr. C. A. Larsen; vice-
president, Mr. J. Lewis; secretary, Mr. R. G. Lyon;
committee, Messrs. J. B. Levy, M. Liss and Lt. Fried-
man.

October.—At our October meeting there were 14 mem-
bers; present.

After the stamp bourse and reading of correspondence,
Mr. J. B. Levy showed his Newfoundlands. Amongst
several desirable items were the 1911 coronations, One
Dollar Air Post, No Comma, A Dornier Dox flown
cover, St. John to Heiderheim Germany, complete set
of the 1933 airs and a flown cover—=first day, franked
with the 75 cent., St. Johus to St. Anthony.

The remainder of the evening was taken up with a
successful auction of stamps and covers in aid of war
funds.

The November meeting, though poorly attended, was
most enjoyable in that, in deference to the expressed
wishes of the president, all members brought a quan-
tity of duplicates for exchange, for sale and sale by
auction.

The highlight of the evening was the very fine dis-
play of “Free French” by Mr. M. Liss. Here was the
enjoyable opportunity to see and learn something of
stamps which have so suddenly jumped into the lime-
light as far as prices and valuations are concerned. The
collection was complete as far as African possessions
was concerned, but did not include French possessions
elsewhere.

During the evening reference was made to a visit
made by Mr. K. Alexander, of Cape Town, during which
a small impromptu philatelic gathering was success-
fully arranged and much enjoyed by those present.

A “spotting’ competition, arranged by the president,
was held, and this provided an enjoyable finale, in
which My, T. Sacks brilliantly scored full marks.

+ C.A.L.

THHE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL.

President, A. 1. Bevis; Héon. Sec., G. Milner,
Palmer, P.O. Box 388, Durbuan; Meetings, 1st and
3rd Wednesdays at London Assurance House, 31y
Smith Street (in the rooms of the Durban Camera
Club, top floor), 7.30 p.m.

Thirty-third annual general meeting held on 1st No-
vember, 1944.

The secretary reported that once again deflinite pro-
gress had been made, not only from the membership
point of view but also from a financial aspect. Mem-
hership now stood at 170, a net increase of 21 members
over last year.

The Sales Packet Superintendent reported that the.

total sales for the year were £232, giving a commission
of £23 to the society. ‘M. P. Bishop felt that some
members were pricing their stamps a little on the high
side.

The treasurer reported that subscriptions had heen
satisfacteorily paid, and the society’s finances were in
a very good Dposition.

Mr. Bevis informed the meeting that the Hurst Col-
lection is gradually being arranged in the new cabinet
ol 40 frames, and this work should be completed within
a year.

One of our Honorary Life Members, Mr. J. H. Cham-
berlain, had indicated his desire to hand over to the
Historical Section of the Museum his collection of Natal
Post Marks, which is nearly complete.

Officials elected for the ensuing year were as fol-
lows: Patrons, the Administrator for Natal and the
Mayor of Durban; president, L. Bevis; vice-presidents,
H. de Terrasson, W. Percy Williams, E. E. Gagel, J.
Lyle, J. R. Simpson; sec.-treasurer, G. Milner Palmer ;
sales packet superintendent, Percy C. Bishop; assist-
ant sales packet superintendent, Franklin ;
auditor, E.” E. Gagel; auctioneer, J. Lyle; hon. librar-
ian, F. Rooke; committee, W. Hall Jones, W. .
Winde, K. W. Franklin, R. D. Browne, C. D. Kettle,

+ G.M.P.

EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY.
President, Mr. A. Watson: How. Necretory, Mr.
8. I, Fowler, P.0. Box 168, Iast London. Meetings,
Colosseum Duilding, 2nd ridays, 7.45 p.m.
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In the absence of the president, the chair at the
November meeting was taken by the vice-president, Mr.
T. A. Harper, 16 members and two visitors being
present. One now member was elected.

At opening a few interesting items were passcd
round foti the inspection of the members. The {irst of
the evening’s exhibits was in the hands of Mr. J. Hoal,
and proved to be quite unusual. It consisted of stamps,
irrespective of their countries of origin, grouped ac-
cording to the main portion of their designs. Among
the groups dsplayed were ‘‘Architecture,” *“Ships,”
*‘Bridges,”” “Natives,” “Fruit,” ‘“Prominent People,”
etc. These combined to make an exceedingly attrac-
tive and interesting exhibit, the arrangcment and
mounting of which left little to be desired. A con-
siderable number of scarce stamps had found their way
into the various groups, and the whole display was a
striking example of what can be accomplished in the
byeways of philately.

After the refreshment inlerval, Mr. 1. Lazarus tabled
the new issues received during the last month. The
usual auction followed, a good many lots being disposed
of by Mr. Paviour, and the meeting came to an end
with a hearty vote of thanks to the exhibiting members.

+ T.AH.

PRETORIA PHILAYTELIC SOCIETY.

President, Mr. Ierguson; Hon. Secretary, H. A.
Wager, P.O. Box 514; AMectings, 1st and 3rd Mon-
days, 8 p.m., Technical College. .

November 6.-—Mr. Hawke read an article on the fu-
ture of the stamp trade, and Mr. Oppenheim gave
some additional comments.

Mr. Hawke gave an interesting description of how
hie stores his duplicate stamps. He demonstrated how
to make shelved store sheets without much trouble,
especially now that stock books were very scarce. He
alsq showed how these sheets could be grouped together
into a sort of filing system so that access to any coun-
try was easy. He pointed out thal, duplicates could be
used for picking out better specimens for the main
collection.

Mr. Dodd tabled a very fine collection of the Rho-
desias, and Mr. Beyers, in thanking Mr. Dodd, paid
tribute to the fine display.

November 20.—Mr. Hawke read an extract on the
range of stamp collecting. Dr. Broom described some
further discoveries he had made in his researches info
Transvaal stamps.

Mr. Rudd read a humorous letter relating the im-
pressions of a wife on watehing her husband indulge
in philately. Mr. Rudd then gave a talk on propa-
ganda stamps. These had started in 1887 in Vienna
at a philatelic exhibition and had been repeated in
every country in the world where philatelic congresses
and exhibitions had been held. They were mostly in ihe
form of covers, but miniature sheets were also common.
The cancellation of the stamps constituted a large part
ol the propaganda idea. Most of the stamps showed a
very high standard of workmanship. Mr. Rudd showed
a very extensive and beautifully mounted collection of
these items. . :

Mr. Oppenheim, in thanking Mr. Rudd for his talk,
pointed out that, although this was an unusual side-
line of philately, M. Rudd had .shown that it was
well worth attention.

+ . H.AW.

PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY

.President, G. K. Hon. Sec., M. C. Shef-
field, P.O. Box 88; ings, Room 8, City Hall
Basement, 1st and 3rd Tnesday. .

The first meeting of the month was an auction, and
over 50, packets were put up for sale. .

There was keen bidding for sets of overprinted Falk-
land Islands. -

The meeting on November 21 was well attended, and
a warm welcome was given to Lt. Martin, of the
S.A.N,F. A letter was read from Messrs. Stanley
Gibbons to the effect that any number could now obtain
stamps if sent through the society, but 1 ust send a
wanted listf

The display was in the hands of Mr. C. Sheffield,
who tabled about 50 pages of Eire, both mint and
used. These were all neatly mounted. One fine issue
was the anniversary of the Royal Dublin Society, and
great interest was taken over the St. Pairick Issue.
Another fine set was of 18 Sept. 1933 Holy Year. An-
othed wiorth commenting on was the set of July to
November 1922 Overprinted of the English stamp in
blue, black, carmine or red. These were in both blocks
and singles. The 1932 to 1934 complete issue was in
mint blocks. : L.E.C.
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1G JOBS 1O

Two very big jobs lie ahead . . . to meet war
transport demands and to get back into the
swing of a very busy peace. Both mean EXTRA

work for the Railways.

These don’t include the big routine Railway job
that goes on all the time . . . has gone on, in
fact, ever since the first rails were laid . . . of
feeding South Africa and of carrying goods to

and from the ports and factories.

Every facility the Railways possess is devoted
primarily to these ESSENTIAL tasks. The
carrying of unnecessary passengers must
take a subordinate place in immediate

: planning.
UNESSENTIAL TRAVEL MAKES THE JOBS MORE DIFFICULT

South African Railways
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