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PUBLICATIONS 
By LOWE 

* 1'HE REGENT CATALOGUE (ADHESIVE). 
VOLUME I includes all issues up to 1930 Price 5/6 plus 6d. postage. 

VOLUME II is published every March and September, includes all issues to date and an a ddenda to 
Volume I. Price 1/8 plus2d. postage. 

Throughout bot h volumes the prices listed a r e as near as 
and Scott's catalogue numbers are cross-referenced with 
collections are based on these catalogues. 

possible market prices; in addition Gibbons' 
Regent numbers for those collectors whose 

Volume I plus the current edition of Volume II will bring 
you right up to d.ate with the British Empire Market. 

* THE HANDSTRUCK CATALOGUE (1661-1900). 
This is the only catalogue of Handstruck Postage 'Stamps of the British • Empire, and lists every known 
recurded m a rking with prices. All P r ovisional Handstruck Stamps issued prior· to 1900 a r e listed, and 
those in use i.n Great Britain from 1840 to 1853 are catalogued in detail. The historical dat a included 
is invalual:;le to the collector-as is the catalogue itself. Price 1 Q /6 plus 6d. postage, 

which indudes the December 1942 Supplement. Tho latter can be obtained separately. 
Price · 1 / 6 plus 2d. postage. 

* THE GT. BRITAIN SPECIALISED CATALOGUE (1661-1943). 
This incorporates the Great Britain sections from the two cat alogues mentioned above with a lot of 
additional specialised data, such as de tails of the plating of the line-eng raved issues , iUustrations of 
essays and proofs, sizes of sheets, cancellations, and a catalogue of postal stationery. The · new edition, 
pubhs.hed in March, 1943, · includes a catalogue of the Circular Delivery, Co1 1 ··. ....... n~nwn·· Telegrn.ph 
and Postal Revenue Stamps as well as the re-writing of several sections. 

The price _of the new edition is J Q/6 PJ~ ~...J;' 
D ·· ~--·• ' 

All enquiries to 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
50, PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.1. 

Abbey 4034. 
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Buying and Selling 
This very grateful tribute to the quality of the 

service provided by Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auctions 
is but one of the many hundreds of compliments that we 
receive each season. 

The success of Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auctione 
is the fruit of more than 50 years' consistent effort to 
provide a perfect . service and complete satisfaction for 
Vendor and for Buyer. 

Every feature of every sale at Harmer's of Bond 
Street is handled by experts-men whose wide experience 
enables them to reveal those little extra points of a stamp 
that enable the distant Buyer to bid confidently and in 
complete security, and ensure for the Vendor a fair price 
f<;>r his stamps. 

That is why almost all the great collections are placed 
with Harmer's of Bond Street for dispersal-why more than 
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United 
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond 
Street Stamp Auctions-why Harmer's have a larger turn­
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer. 

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of 
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues. 
Our brochure "Selling Stamps at Auction" also is free to 
prospective· Vendors. 

H. R. HARMER 
The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS. 
131-137, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1, 

ENGLAND. 
Cables: "HARMER'S BOND STREET LONDON." 
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Mr. A. C. Muller, in Stamp Collecting, re­
ports a plate variety of the large ld. war 
stamp, found in one per cent. of the speci­
mens examined. The left-hand upright of the 
"U" in SUID, in the vertical panel, is ex­
tended downwards until it joins up with the 
left-ha;1d c.orner · of the "I" immediately be­
neath 1t. 

The chronicler of new issues in Mekeel's 
Weekly gives some of our collectors and 
writers a welcome pat on the back. She says 
it has long irked her that the collector of 
classic issues can make so much of split hairs, 
cracks and pockmarks and be admired and 
encouraged for such studies; whereas the 
student who does the same thing with mod­
ern issues is considered beneath notice and 
rather jeered at as a "flymark" collector. 

The careful study given by South African 
collectors to their modern issues is com­
mended, especially the scrutiny being given to 
the bantam roulettes. Finally, she says, it 
is wholesome to note that stamps are still 
being produced worthy of exhaustive study. 

Mobile Post Offices.-Following up the note 
in our October issue, identifying Nos. 4 and 
5 as used in Cape Town, the Jocation of them 
all can now be completed as Mr. G. K. Forbes 
has sent a spec1men of No. 3 from Port 
Elizabeth. This mark is a double circle one 
with the wording "MOE PO I PK No. 3-
PORT ELIZABETH" with the date across 
the centre in one· line. 

The custom at this office seems to be dif­
ferent from the others, only registered let­
ters receiving this stamp; ordinary letters 
are taken along to the head office for can­
cellation~ 

Nos. 1 and 2, it will be remembered, are in 
Johannesburg, No. 6 in Durban and No. 7 in 
Pretoria. 

New Form of Active Service Letter Card.­
There appeared on sale last month a new 

modification of Active Service Letter Card. 
The form, before folding, has a wide bevelling 
of the two upper corners cut off. A serial 
number if printed on the inside of those with 
Afrikaans stamps; vertically, alongside of 
where the stamp is situated on the outside. 
Forms of this type with English stamps have 
not yet been seen. 

Christmas Stamps.-This year's de~ign 
shows two heads in profile looking up thank­
fully at the shining cross of Lorraine, the 
accepted symbol of the anti-tuberculosis cam­
paign. The colouring is effective in crimson, 
black and white. 

V V V V 
MOZAMBIQUE. 

The annual charity stamps of 50c this year 
have the design of what appears to be a swan 
and cygnets, in red. These stamps have no 
postal value; they have to be applied to cor­
respondence compulsorily on certain appointed 
d_ays, and may be put on voluntarily at any 
time. 

V V V V 
BRAZIL. 

Dr. Mario de Sanctis reports that in addi­
tio~ to the ordinary "Bull's Eye" commemo­
ratives, noted last month, there were also is­
sued 50,000 special small sheets in black and 
white, with reproductions of the 30c in the 
lower left corner, the 60c in the lower Tight 
corner, the 90c in the centre with wording 
meaning "First centenary of the stamps of 
Brasil. 1843-1943." These all appeared on 1st 
August. 

On 8th August there were also issued in 
Rio de Janeiro three air stamps, of 1, 2 and 5 
er denominations, in black and white with 
coloured corners (yellow, green and red re­
spectively), perforated. These have AEREO 
and 1843-1943 in the design. 

Of these there have also been 20,100 special 
miniature sheets printed in sepia with the 
stamps in the centre in rose. These sheets 
have the wording ".Exposicao Filatelica" at 
the top, "1843-1943'' at the bottom, "N acional 
BRAPEX" at the right and "Centenario do 
Selo Postal" at the left. 
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LINE-ENGRAVED DIE PROOF USED AS 
AN ESSAY. 

The illustration· referenced as Fig. A repre­
sents a photographic enlargement of a die 
proof in blue which emanated from the atelier 
of Thos. De La Rue and Company, Limited, 
and presently is housed in my Union collec­
tion. It is a proof taken from a line-engraved 
die. The portrait is different from the one on 
the issued stamp. The design on 'the proof 
in its pristine state evidently was deemed un­
satisfactory, and the proof was subsequently 
subjected to certain alterations by hand­
painting as described hereunder. It is affixed 
to a thick card which bears the manuscript 
instruction thus-

"This design 
names under shield 

4.7.10." 
On the die p·roof as illustrated by Fig. A, 

the two lower shields, depicting the Republi­
can Coats-of-arms of the Orange Free State 
and the South African Republic, are cut-outs 
and are affixed separately to the die proof 
by some adhesive. For the purpose of this 
monograph two additional copies were ma_de 
of the photographic enlargement as per Fig. 
A. From one copy the two lower shields were 
cut and affixed to the other copy in positions 
lower down diagonally in the lower corners 
as illustrated in Fig. B. In my opinion the 
die proof in my collection was dealt with simi­
larly, to wit, two proofs were taken from the 

Fig. A. 

die with its design in its pristine state and 
inter alia the lower ' shields in the positions 
shown in Fig. B. From one proof the two 
lower shields were cut out an<l affixed to the 
other proof in the positions shown in Fig. A. 

On the die proof as illustrated by Vig. A the 
names "Cape of Good Hope,'' "Natal," "Or­
ange Free State" and "Transvaal" are dis­
cerned immediately below their respective 
shields and are hand-painted in white on dark 
blue hand-painted name-ribbons contiguous 
to the shields. The two top name-ribbons 
partly traverse the outer and inner upper 
ovals which semi-circumpose the inscription 
"Union of South Africa." 

The outer oval is hand-painted in light blue 
and covers certain embellishments, whilst the 
inner oval is hand-painted in dark blue and 
covers the name "Cape of Good Hope" which 
is not visible to the naked eye. Under a mag­
nifying glass, however, the letters "C A PE" 
are seen above "UNI" of Union and the let­
ters "H O P E" above "OF S'' of South. 
The name "Natal," which is a short word, is 
not discernible under a glass, but certain cir­
cular ornamental prerixions and suffixions 
are visible. 

The lower outer and inner ovals semi­
circumposing tLe inscription "Unie van Zuid 
Afrika" also are hand-painted in light and 
dark blue respectively. The outer oval covers 
certain embellishments. The two lower shields, 

Fig. B. 
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being separately affixed to the <lie proof, 
partly superimpose the dark blue inner oval 
but under a magnifying glass the letters 
"0 R A N G E'' are partially visible below 
"UNI;, of Unie as well as the letters 
"S T A T E" below "VAN." Similarly cer­
tain portions of the letters comprisir{g t?1e 
name "T R A N S V A A L'' are visible be­
low "AFRIK" of Afrika. 

Fig. B represents the appearance of ·che 
proof taken from ,the ·die as original1y en­
gl'aved except that the outer oval covers cer­
tain embellishments, the inner oval covers the 
names "Cape of Good Hope," "Natal," "Or­
ange Free State'' and "Transvaal," and the 
shields appear in the four corners without 
name-ribbons. 

Fig. A represents the appearance of the 
proof after the two lower shields were sep­
arately affixed thereto; and the name-ribbo~~ 
hand-painted at their bases with the names 
"Cape of Good Hope," "Natal,'' "Orange Free 
State" and "Transvaal'' of their respective 
shields, together with the hand-painted ovals. 

Thus it will be seen that a line-engraved die 
was cut by Thos. De La Rue and Company, 
Limited, for the first commemoration stamp 
of the Union of South Africa, but the design 
according to a proof taken (Fig. B) from this 
die was rejected. This die proof, after cer­
tain alerations were effected as regards the 
design (Fig. A), served as an essay for the 
engraving in line of another die for the 2~d. 
Commemoration Stamps which eventuated on 
the 4th November, 1910. 

THE DIE AND PLATE OF THE ISSUED 
STAMPS. 

The monocoloured 2~d. Commemoration 
stamps of the Union of South Africa were 
issued on the 4th November, 1910. Each sheet 
comprised 120 stamps arranged in one panel 
of 10 horizontal rows of 12 units each. These 
stamps were printed on white wove paper 
vrntermarked multiple quatrefoil. The sheet 
margins were plain with the exceptions that 
the central point of each exhibited a blue 
cross to indicate the points of division of a 
sheet into quarter sheets. The stamps were 
recessed-printed in blue by Thos. De La Rue 
and Company, Limited, from an intaglio or 
line-engraved plate. 

Some years ago I formed the opinion that 
these stamps were printed from an intaglio 
plate produced -by the electrolytic process and 
not from an intaglio steel plate produced by 
the_ transfer-roller process analogous to that 
which was employed by Bradbury, Wilkinson 
and Company, Limited, for the production of 
their intaglio plates from which were printed 
the Union triangular and rectangular 1.'e­
cessed-~)rinted stamps as I have described in 
previous issues of the "South African Phil­
atelist." 

My conception of the method employed 
by Thos. De La Rue and Company, Limited, 
f_or the pro~ll:ction of their electrolytic intag­
lio plate utilised for the Commemoration 
stamps was as follows: 

I. Master-Die of Steel (Flat)-lines of cle-

sign engrayed negative in recess-from which 
JI. 120 impressions were taken on 120 lead 

blocks or moulds-lines of desio·n on each 
mould positive in relief-these ~oulds were 

III. clamped 120-set in 10 horizontal rows 
of 12 in an iron chase-the chase was 

IV. immersed in a depositing-bath and an 
electro-deposit of copper grown on the 
clamped moulds in the form of a thin copper 
shell-which was removed and 

V. place? face downwards and strengthened 
by a backmg of type metal-which became 

VI. an · Electrotype Copper Maste-r-Plate 
120:-set in 10_ ho!izontal rows of 12-lines of 
design negative m recess-from which 

VII. one or more working plates were elec­
trotyped-lines of design negative in recess. 

VIII. ready for printing 120 line-engraved 
stamps-positive. 

In order to procure some form of verifi­
cation of _the afore-described process I wrote 
to the prmters, Thos. De La Rue arid Com­
pany, :i-,imite?, and Mr. B. C. Westall, the 
~anagmg Director of the Company very 
kmqly favoured me with the following re­
ply: 

"Replying to your letter of 5th July ( 1943) 
the following is an extract from the report 
for which I asked our Control Department: 

"Unfortunately the first South Africa 
file we hold is dated 1912 and no die or 
cylinder of this 2M. Stamp is recorded or 
held here. A search of the strong room at 
Bunhill Row has also failed to yield any 
result." 
"From my own knowledge of De La Rue's 

processes I think it is most probable that the 
plate was an electrotype made, as you say, 
from 120 lead moulds. This practice w.as al­
tered somewhere between 1922/23, since when 
our plates are invariably made by transfer 
from a roll or cylinder. While, therefore, I 
cannot give you an unqualified answer, I 
consider it highly probable that the 2M. 
Commemoration Stamp of 1910 ( copy of 
which I return he_rewith) ~s made from a 
copper electro." 

Thus it would appear that the 2~d. Com­
memorative is the only representative in 
Union Philately of stamps printed from 
electrotyped intaglio plates. 

Anent the issued stamps I own a die proof 
in black on a white card measuring 2!! ins. 
x 3 ins. approximately. From the impression 
seen on this card it is observed that the size 
of the steel block on which the die was en­
graved measured 1 7 /10 ins. by 2 ins. ap­
proximately. Also I own a plate proof in the 
issued colour of unwatennarked paper. 

All types ·of sta~ps wanted in quantity, 
packets, singles, sets; especially 
Empire and Foreign Colonies, in ex­
change for Australasians. Permanent 
contacts also desired to supply and 
receive new issues. Basis wholesale 
or ... ? 

S. G. Walton. (.Member A.P.T.A.), 
Canley Vale, N.S.W., Australia. 
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o.v.s. 
POSTALLY US1ED FISCALS 

Gibbons list no fewer than 17 Fiscal 
Stamps of the Orange Free State as having 
been used for postal purposes. They run from 
6d. denominations up to £5. 

We presume there is evidence of postal use 
of these stamps, but what is it? A correspon­
dent has written asking if we can produce 
any: he also wants to know what cancella­
tion~ (if any) will of themselves prove postal 
use. 

The easy answer, of course, is "Don't ac­
cept any fiscals as postally used unless you 
get them on cover with indubitable evidence of 
postal use."· Well, if you follow that plan your 
collection will not be a very large one. It 
would be interesting to know how many 
readers own such covers, or have even seen 
any. O.V.S. covers of any kind are notori­
ously hard to find and those with fiscal 
stamps used postaily are no exception. 

Cancelled fiscal stamps are, of course, not 
particularly difficult to pick up; they can be 
found with numeral or town cancellations, al­
though the most common are those with the 
boxed "Geregistreered" cancellation. Can any 
of these be taken as indubitable evidence of 
postal use? , 

Our correspondent suggests cancelling to 
order by obliging clerks or postmasters. Per­
haps a more fikely explanation is' that most 
of the stamps one sees were genuinely used 
fiscally on documents and that the same :ean­
cellers were used as were employed for ordi­
nary postal use. 

Answers to these questions will be much 
appreciated: What evidence is there_ of the 
postal use of fiscal stamps? and can any post.,. 
mark by itself be taken as proof of postal 
use? ' 

V V V V 
POLAND. 

A second set of eight pictorial stamps was 
issued on 1st November by the Polish Free 
Government in London, to replace those which 
have been in use since December, 1941. Six 
of the set depict various aspects of the Polish 
war effort-in France and Norway, over the 
Atlantic and in North Africa; the other two 
portray phases of the underground resistance 
movement in Poland itself. 

V V V V 
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 

GREETINGS. 
This being an "Austerity Season" we have 

sent out no official greeting cards to contem­
poraries or to any philatelists, but we take 
this opportunity to wish them and all our 
readers "Alles van die beste" for 1944. It 
promises to be an excitlng year, philatelically 
as well as otherwise. 

Meanwhile thanks to the "Aero-Field,'' Sut­
ton Coldfield, Eng., for an artistic airgraph 
greeting with Aero-Philatelic memories. 

CANCELLED TO ORDER. 
Below is a copy of a letter which has been 

sent by the Mashonaland Philatelic Society to 
the British Philatelic Association requesting 
that body to use its influence to have this 
practice stopped in British colonies-where, 
apparently, the practice is spreading. 

We commented on this matter, specificalJy 
in relation to Liberia, last February. We 
know, of course, that it is {Jone in many coun­
tries and any effort to minimise it has our 
sympathy, as it is not for the good of phil­
ately. If we mistake not, instructions have 
been given by the Colonial Office that it is 
not to be done in British Colonies but, alas, 
such instructions are not always obeyed. It 
is unfortunate that the Mashonaland Society 
did not give more actual examples of occu1:­
rences,-general accusations are never easy to 
deal with. However, we trust their appeal will 
have good· results. 

Mashonnland Phi1lr1;telic Society. 

The Secretary, 

P.O. Box 229, 
Salisbury, S .. Rhodesia, 

21st November, 1943. 

British Philatelic Association, 
8, Berners Street, 
London W.1. 
Dear Sir, 

I have been requested by my Committee to 
write to you about the cancelling to order 
of CURRENT British Colonfals: some of our 
members have recently noticed stamps most 
obviously cancelled to order with full gum, 
etc. 

We consider the apparent spread of this 
practice to be very harmful to philatelic in­
terests generally, and wondered if you would 
think it worth while to use your influence 
vvith the appropriate authorities with a view 
to curtailing the practice as far as possible. 

Unfortunately I cannot at the moment fur­
nish any specimens or details, beyond the fact 
that prominent amongst such cancelled to 
order stamps are those of St. Helena. 

I trust I am not worrying you unduly 
with such a matter under present conditions, 
and remain, · 

Yours faithfully, 
L. C. LEACH, 

Hon. Sec. Mashonaland Philatelic Society. 

V V V V 
RUANDA-URUNDI. 

Dr. G. Lefebvre reports that the 1942 issue 
(palm trees, leopards, askaris, etc.) has been 

completed for Ruanda-Urundi, as it was for 
Belgian Congo, by the addition of two more 
values, fiO fr. and 100 fr. The fiO fr. is in 
black and brick-red, figuring an Askari (with 
rifle on the right E•~.oulder) and the 100 fr. 
is in black and green, figuring a Watussi 
chief, as on several of the lower values. 
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"Covers the World" , 

• Tercente,iaries­
and other Grand Sets 

ANTIGUA TERCENT. NEWF'DLAND 1913 
£15 0 0 £1 5 0 

BAHAMAS TERCENT. tNATAL S.G. 5. Full 
£4 0 margins, finely em-

BARBADOES bossed £25 O 0 
Victory £3 10 

BECHUANALAND 
S.G. 53. broken P 

£7 0 

O I NIGERIA £1 G.V. used 
£5 0 0 

ST. KITTS (cent.) to 
0 2/6 £5 10 0 

Regent No, 89 10 
BERMUDA 

O RHODESIA S.G. 12 

1920-21 £5 10 0 
BRITISH GUIANA 

CENT. £2 0 0 
BR. SOMALILAND 

1938 £8 0 0 
tCANADA · S.G. 22a 

superb used with extra 
fine margins £60 0 0 

CANADA 1897 dollar 
values comp). £22 10 0 

tCAPE WOODBLOCK 
used on cover £50 0 0 
CAYMANS CENT. 

£2-0 0 0 
FALKLANDS CENT. 

( except £1) £20 0 0 
tGREAT BRITAIN 

p.a. £1 £1 10 O 
tS.G. 177a £10 10 O 

JUBILEE compl. 
£35 0 0 

MONTSERRAT CENT. 
£12 10 0 

tNATAL ·S.G. 171 ver­
tical pair pmk 17 July, 
1911 £25 0 0 

£10 0 0 
SIERRA LEONE cent. 

(except ,£1) £18 10 0 
SUDAN-GORDON 

£6 10 0 
RHODESIA 166a 

£6 0 0 
S.W.A. 

tl3 hor. pr, £8 O 0 
t26 block £7 10 o 
t27 vert. pr. £17 10 0 

2 "Afrika" over 
"South West" 
block £40 0 O 

tSOUTH AFRICA 
1925 mint £1 5 0 

used £1 12 6 
cover £2 0 O 

26.10.18 p.c. "Make 
Your Sixpence Fly'' 

Blue Wing on Red 
Cross £4 10 0 

1925 Air mint £1 5 0 
used £1 12 6 
cover £2 O 0 

tS.G.107 Block £15 0 O 

(Note.-In November, a specimen of Canada 
S.G. 22a, described merely as "fine," fetched 

200 dollars at Harmer Rooke's auction) 

tindicates used, otherwise mint. 

Offers . subject to being unsold and subject to 
price changes. E. & O.E. Postage Extra. 

WE WANT TO BUY-
OLD AND MODERN COLLECTIONS, 
SINGLE RARITIES AND ERRORS, 
DUPLICATES & OFFICE MIXTURES. 

Cash on Acceptance of Offer. 

E.·M. LACY 
Bankers: Telegrams: Globephil. 

Barclays. Telephone: 2-4657. 

(Globe Postage Stamp Company) 

117 LO~'l~~Rg'~~TRE~---- _J 

WANTED 

ALBANIA. 

S.G. Nos: 24, 25, 83, 84, 85, 86 87, 
88, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 111, '112, 
113a, 117, 119, 120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 
126, 127, 128, 157, 158, 159, 160, 231, 
238, 239, 247, 274, 275, 276, D5, D6, D9. 

ARMENIA. 

79, 180, 181, 182, .. 183, 184, 185, 186, 
187, 188, 189, 190, 191, 192, 193, 194, 
195, 196, 197, 198, 198a, 200. 

BELGIUM. 

361a, 391, 392, 393, 334, 335, 336, 337, 
338, 339, 340, 341, 342, 343, 344, 345, 
346, 390, 511, 527, 530, 531, 558, 559, 
559a, 559b, 560, 560a, 561a, 562, 563, 
564, 565, 566, 567, 584, 585, 588, 591, 
592, 601, 607, 608, 622, 634, 637, 655a, 
670a, 670b, C9, ClO, C11, C12, C13, C14, 
C21, C22, C23, C24, C47, C49, G50, C60, 
C61, C66, G71, C77, C78, C79, C80, C82, 
C83, C84, C85, C86, ClOl, C106, Cl08, 
C109, Cll6, G121, C122, C123, C124, 
C125, C129, C130, C132, C133, C134, 
G135, C136, C137, C138, Cl39, C140, 
C141, Cl42., Cl43, C144, C145, C146, 
C153, D23, D36, N19, N22, N24, N25, 
N26, N27, N28, N29, N30, N3l, N32, 
N33, N34, N35, N36, N37, N38, N39. 

• 
One copy of each of above required 

Mint for prefer•ence. 

50% cat. for well-centred Mint. 

One-third catalogue, for fine used. 

Want list of other countries on 
application. 

E. HUNT 
Box 2437 .. JOHANNESBURG 

5 
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MIDDLE EAST °C0MBINATION" COVERS 
A form of "combination" cover has come 

into existence not very uncommonly on letters 
sent from the armed forces in this part of the 
world, viz., the use of the stamps of two, or 
even more, countries on one and the same 
cover. 

Such covers do not come under the defini­
tion of a "combination cover" used by writers 
such as Mr. Jewell and Mr. Basden (see S.A. 
Philatelist, January, 1943, p. 4) i.e. one which 
requires the affixing of adhesives of two 
nations in order to complete its journey as a 
pre-paid cover. The combination of "stamps 
used abroad" in the instances to be noted is 
not required, but it does serve the purpose 
of prepayment. 

Some curious enquirer may say "But why 
stamps a'G all on soldiers' mail from Mid-East, 
seeing they have the privilege of free post­
age?" The answer is easy: they have free 
postage on surface mail, but for air mail, 
which they use largely, there is a charge 
made. Registration and parcels also account 
for some use of stamps. 

This type of combination cover is quite · 
familiar to us in South Africa, for we saw 
the same sort of thing in the days of the 
Anglo-Boer Wa1; British stamps used in com­
bination with stamps of the South African 
colonies. 

The various forces in Middle East have 
their own postal services using the stamps of 
the country from which they have come. Ap­
parently, however, there is no difficulty made 
about accepting letters franked with the 
stamps of a country other than that of the 
army post office at which the cover is posted. 
For example, one has . seen stamps of Aus­
tralia, New Zealand, India, South Africa, 
Palestine and Egypt (Army Post) which have 
been cancelled in British Army Post Offices; 
British stamps with the cancellations of In­
dian and South African Army Post Offices; 
and British, Australian, New Zealand, Indian, 
and South African in the numbered ";Egypt­
Prepaid'' offices. (Incidentally, can anyone in­
form· me what is the status of these offices? 
Are they civil or military units'?) 

Now to come to combinations. These, of 
course, do not form a big proportion of the 
covers one has seen, but they do not seem to 
he so scarce as to be great rarities. Some may 
have been made by philatelically minded in­
dividuals, but the majority I think are of 
straightforward usage. They probably come 
mostly from persons who, either individually 
or i\n a1 small unit, are or have been serving 
for a time away from their own particular 
force. As the sort of thing which may happen, 
let me just refer to the two examples of 
triple combinations which I give anon. These 
are on letters sent by a South African officer 
who served in the early stages of the African 
campaign with a non-Soutn African unit in 
the Sudan and Eritrea. Here he used, at one 
time or another, Sudanese, British and Indian 
stamps. Later on he joined a South African 
unit in the w.estern Desert and, as he told 
me later when on leave, "I had some of these 

stamps left, I found they were quite agreeable 
to accept them at the nearest office ( a num­
bered "Egypt-Prepaid" one) so I just used 
them up." 

The combinations I have seen all refer to 
correspondence coming to South Africa. Col­
lectors in other ·parts of the world, and in 
touch with other armed forces will doubtless 
be able to list numerous other combinations. 
Here are those I can vouch for: 

British and South African-the common-
est combination seen here. 

British and New Zealand. 
British and A ustraHan. 
British, South African and Indian. 
British, South African and Sudanese. 

Stamp Collecting of 2nd October reports 
the: combination of a Kenya and a Somaliland 
stamp cancelled in a South African Army 
P.O. in July, 1943. I can record British and 
Kenya cancelled in an· E.A. A.P.0. in Marchi 
1943. 

J. H. HARVEY PIRIE. 
11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 
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Priced Catalogue of Local Postage Stamps, 
Part 3. Compiled by E. F. Hurt and L. 
N. and M. Williams. Price 5s. 

Parts 1 and 2 of this catalogue have al­
ready been noticed in our columns. Part 3 
carries on from Levanger to Randers. Of 
special interest to South African readers in 
this part are the blue Mafekings, the Mount 
Currie Express, the Norwegian Missionary 
Society's post fn Madagascar (which gives a 
much fuller account of its stamps than has 
been available hitherto), and the Bakker post 
from Pretoria to Marabastad. 
Stanley GibbOns, Part II .(Foreign Countries). 

2nd Supplement to 1941 Edition. (No 
price shown). 
The standing type of Gibbons' Catalogue 

was destroyed by enemy action in 1940, so 
that, pending a new edition they have gath­
ered together here new issues recorded dur­
ing the period September, 1940, to October, 
1943, together with price alterations made 
during the same period. The issues of enemy 
countries or enemy occupied countries, are not 
included. 

The publishers point out that, owing to im­
port restrictions, they cannot supply a num­
ber of the stamps listed, particularly those of 
the Americas. 

The booklet runs to 69 pages of list and 
illustrations, and a. further 46 of price 
alterations. 
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COLLECTORS' WANTS AND OFFERS 
(Twopence per word per insertion 

Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarieties wanted by 

A. E. Basden, Box 288, Pretoria. 

Collections Wanted to Buy.-Old and 
Modern Collections, Single Rarities 
and Errors, Duplicates and Office 
Mixtures. 
Prompt cash on acceptance of offer: 

E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.), 
117 Longmarket Street, Cape T'own. 

For Service, promptness and satisfac­
tion. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 
Phone 54-1692. 

If interested in S.A. Colonies or Union 
Mint Blocks, Postage- Dues, Officials, 
write to: 

E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom. 

Orange Free State.-ApprQval selection• 
wanted. Must be fine, well-centred 
copies. 

William Redford, Box '!012, J ohannea­
burg. 

N. RHODESIA IMPERF. BETWEEN. 

Commenting on the rarity of errors of com­
mission or of omission in modern British 
Colonials, Stamp Collecting reports a Domini­
can 21!' perf. on three sides only. It is stated 
that this is only the second variety of the kind 
,coming to light in the past two years, the 
other being a pair of Hd. Sierre Leone im­
perf. between. 

Mr. J. Robertson states that he has seen a 
photograph of a pair of the Hd. red K.G. 
VI N. Rhodesia imperf. between. He has not 
seen the acual specimen, however, nor does 
he know where it is. Probably it will emerge 
some day. 

+ 

U.S.S.R. 

The Soviet Union has recently issued· two 
sets of stamps illustrative of their war effort, 
one set of six in photogravure ana one of 
five typographed. 

+ 

GAMBIA. 

The 2d. has been issued in new colours, rose­
carmine and red-brown. 

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S ST AMPS 

with minimum of 2/- per insertion) 

Those wishing to sell British African, 
Great Britain or Zanzibar stamps, 
Apply for want list to: 

E. J. Brierley, Morkel Street, Somerset 
West. 

Britain: Wanted Penny Blacks, all Line-
engraved, Embossed Surface printed 
and items of interest., highest prices 
paid for stamps in good condition. 
Collections or single items. 

Offers to J.A. Bremner, Box 5041, 
Johannesburg. 

FOR SALE: The following collections 
intact: 

South - West Africa, in four 
albums, catalogue welI over 
£400 £250 

·Above can be seen Dy appointment. 
G. N. GILBERT, Grosvenor, Westminster 

Coins and Medals wanted. Send offers 
to: 

Alec Kaplan, Box 132, Germiston. 

FOR SALE 
RARE AND INTE:REISTING AIR COVERS 

1911. First 1S.A. Kenilworth Card £5 
1932. First De Aar-England (8) • . £5 
1934. First Grahamstown S.A. Air-

ways, autographed by crew . . £8 
1934. Victor Smith, Windhoek-England £10 
1936. Tommy Rose record Cape-

England . . . . . . . . . . . . , . £10 
193·6. Crash Cover Capt. Halse in Air 

Race . . . , .. . . . . . . . . . . . £7/10/-
Various 1925 flights and stages, and practic­

ally all Imp.etial Airways and feeder services 
covers from 1931 to 1939. 

Prices and particullars from Robertson Stamp 
Company, P.O. 'Box 5826. Johannesburg, where 
most of the cov~rs can be inspected, wi1th the 
exC'e1ition of the priced items above for which 
apply direct to: 

G. N. GILBERT, 
BOX 15, WESTMINSTER. 

THE HANDSTRUCK LETTER STAMPS 
AND THE POSTMARKS OF THE 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 
By A. A. JURGENS. 

Over •360 illustrations and two colour plates of 
the famous Woodblock Stamps, 

Containing approximately 200 pages and 
handsomely bound in deep blue cloth 

Only 200 Subscription Copies available: 
Price £3 3s. 

Write to: 
K. ALEXANDER, 

"Ada Ken," 
Queen Victoria Road, 

Claremont (Cape). 

7 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

8 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. January, 1944. 

NATUR,Al HISTORY IN THE STAMP 
ALBUM:-" THE WHALE" 

By J. BEYERS. 

.,1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

Not the least interesting feature of modern 
issues is the portrayal of animals on stamps. 

It does seem passing strange that the 
largest of all ,mammals only made its ap­
pearance on a stamp when the Falkland 
Islands Set of 1929 made its debut. 

A better picture of the whale is reflected 
in the sixpenny value of the famous centen­
ary set of 1933 issued by the same country. 
The animal is in the act of "breaching," i.e., 
leaping, a truly imposing sight. 

The ½d. value of the current Geo. VI. Series 
shows us the jawbones of a whale. 

A century ago the English, Norwegian, 
Dutch and New England whalers were re­
nowned for their skill and prowess in chasing 
and killing the leviathan prior to the advent 
of the deadly and efficient bomb-lance of our 
own day. 

It is only in comparatively recent times 
that we ·have acquired more knowledge of 
this gigantic creature and its habits. There 
are s-everal different species of whales, the 
most wen know,n of which are the sperm 
whale or cachalot as the French call it, the 
fin-back and the hump-back; of these only the 
sperm whale has teeth, the other types having 
the baleen or fringe. 

Consideration of time and space having to 
be taken into account, I propose givi,ng a short 
resume of the sperm whale and its habits 
and concluding with a few interesting facts 
about the fin-back whale. The• gigantic sperm 
whale is the typical representative of a family 
which includes the lesser cachalot and a num­
ber of extinct cetaceans. In both livi,ng- species 
functional teeth are restricted to the lower 
jaw. 

The tongue and the interior of the mouth 
are a glistening white and the diameter of the 
throat is very large. The eyes, of which the 
left is smaller than the right, are placed 
somewhat above the angles of the mouth, 
and a short distance behind them are the 
minute, apertures of the ear, which are said 
not to exceed a quarter of a,n inch in dia­
meter. 

The peculiar butt-ended head of the sperm 
whale with its pointed lower jaw armed with 
sharp teeth, when studied in the light of the 
contents of the stomach, enables the naturalist 
to reconstruct something ·of the methods of 
feeding ·of these fierce cataceans. 

Taking in a tremendous draught of air at 
the surface and filling his huge lungs to their 
fullest capacity, he plunges down to the 
depths of the ocean, his enormous horizontal 
tail acting both as propellor and diving plane. 

If he had a vertical tail like a fish, he pro­
bably could ,not descend to nor rise from the 
great depth with t4e speed so necessary to 
his mode of life. He is not built for swift 
forward speed like a fish, but for practical 
straight up and down work. 

With lungs full of air he plunges almost 
vertically downwards till he reaches the ocean 
floor. There he browses about seeking a big, 
appetising octopus. The cachalot's enormous 
flat ended snout-as large as the end of a 
big railway engine-pushes around this rock, 
then i.nto that cave, then over this piece of 
"pastureland," till his pig-like eyes, set back 
s·ome fifteen feet from the tip of his nose, 
catches sight of an octopus crouching- on a 
rock, with its long tentacles spread out, and 
here the significance of the strange scissor­
like under-jaw of the sperm whale becomes 
apparent. The whale, hovering over his prey, 
lowers himself until his huge head rests on· 
the body . of the octopus. 

The weight of the head almost squeezi.ng 
the life out of the victim and causing- it 
slightly to · relax its· hold, the whale forces 
its sharp pointed lower-jaw beneath one ·of 
the tentacles and with one crunch bites it off. 

Writhing with pain the octopus releases 
one or more of its remaining arms and en­
circles the head of the whale, hoping to hold 
it down until it is drowned or so weakened 
from lack of air that it will relinquish the 
attack and be only too glad to escape to the 
surlace. Then follows a battle royal. 1The whale 
is well aware that he cannot remain more 
than forty to fifty minutes in the depths 
without a fresh supply of air and it devotes 
itself to the . task of killing its prey in the 
shortest possible suace of time. 

. With three or ~more of the cuttlefish's 
arms around its head the whale makes titanic 
efforts to wrest its enemy from its hold on 
the rock. Here is a tug of war in very 
sooth! Again the trick of forcing the point 
of the jaw beneath it, another m1ghty 
crunch and another tentacle is severed. The 
process is repeated until the octopus h; so 
weakened that it cannot maintain-- its hold 
o.n the rock, and with one mighty heave the 
whale tean;; him loose, bites him in half a 
dozen places until the creature is dead, then 
to he bitten off into convenient sized pieces 
and consumed at leisure. 

Apparently a surleit of cuttlefish sets up 
a state of indigestion of some form of 
stomach _irritation, for occasionally the sperm 
whale eJects a huge mass of cheesy matter 
from its stomach. This substance is occasion­
ally found floating on the surface, and is 
worth a small fortune to the lucky finder, for 
it is the famous ambergris, although for­
merly employed in medidne it is now exclus­
ively used in the preparation of perfumery and 
is worth £5 an . ounce. Some 15 years ag·o 
two young Englishmen touring South Island, 
New Zealand, discovered ambergris on the 
beach, which, whe,n realised, brought them 
the nice sum of £10,000. 

Despite the ferocious nature of the sperm 
whale, the mother is devoted to her calf and 
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becomes a veritable fury should any danger 
threaten. 'l'he newborn calf is from five to 
five feet six in length. There is a preserved 
specimen in the 1Cape Town Museum. It has 
been mounted so as to show the peculiar 
formation of the mouth and the lower-jaw, in 
which the powerful baby teeth are already 
showi.ng this indication that baby cachalot 
will be expected to be weaned and to start 
upon solid food at no distant date. 

And now, in conclusion, a few interesting 
fa.cts about the fin-back whale: · 

Recently Mr. D. Quiring, a resident i.n the 
State of California, U.S.A., brought the fol­
lowing particulars to light regarding a 71 
foot fin-back whale: , 

Estimated weight, 65 tons; weight of brain, 
18 lbs.; weight of tongue, 2,705 lbs.; weight 
of kidneys, 461 lbs.; weight of liver, 1,783 lbs. J 
eyes, 3~ lbs.; heart, 842 lbs.; lung, 868 lbs.; 
stomach, 685 lbs.; blubber, approximately, 12 
tons. 

I am indebted to the following sources of 
information from which I have constructed 
this paper. 

The Harmsworth Natural History as also 
an interesting series of articles which ap­
peared in the Cape Times ,entitled "1Tales of 
the whales," by a writer who wrote under 
the pen-name of "Pisces" and finally to the 
"Volkstem" of 21st June, 1943, for the par­
ticulars anent the fin-back whale. One reason 
which induced me to prepare this paper was 
that I cannot call to mind a paper on similar 
li.nes being read previously and I thought it 
might be of interest. 

•11111111111111111111111111,1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,,,, ............ .. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
"EGYPT." 

Dear Sir, 
No doubt some of vour readers will be in~ 

terested in the following story concerning the 
5 mills Princess Ferial Birthday stamp is­
sued in 1940. 

This last month advertisements appeared 
in local papers ca1Iing .for applications for 
the issue of this Birthday stamp. It was 
stated that the 10 mills stamp issued in 1940 
would be re-issued overprinted 1943 in Euro­
pean and Arabic figures. Apparently there 

were many applications and these exceeded 
the quantity available by some 400 or 500 per 
cent. for dealers reported that they only re­
ceived about 20 per oent. of the quantity for 
which they applied. The stamp, apparently, 
was only available for sale for one or two 
days at the most and I was one of many to 
be told that as I had not made an application 
no supplies were available. There is as yet 
no final information but it appears that not 
more than about 400 sheets of these stamps 
which contain 100 stamps per sheet were is­
sued. We have been told that a number of 
sheets, never issued, will be destroyed because 
they contain _ some inverted overprints. One 
error has Been found; it is the 98th stamp in 
the bottom right-hand corner. The Arabic 
figures for 9 and 4 have been reversed which 
means that 1943 has been wrong·ly translated 
into the figures 1493. The corner block con­
taining these ·six stamps is now selling as 
high a £12! 

There is another interesting featµre of the 
sheets of these stamps which would interest 
specialists· in the stamps of Egypt. The over­
prints have been made up by typographical 
process and the result is that each and every 
figu;re varies on~ every stamp. I met n man 
yesterday who said he had sold a sheet for 
£25. 

Recently there has been great interest in 
the current set oi Trans Jordan stamps. A 
set. of eight stamps, 1; 2, 3, 4, 5, 10, 15 and 
20 mil1s, has been issued without watermark, 
and also the three postage due values, 1, 2 
and 10 rniill~. The stocks of the two highest 
values of the postage stamps .are now ex­
hausted and there is now a keen demand for 
the complete set without watermark. 

In conclusion, may I say that through the 
kindness of a friena I now receive the S.A. 
Philatelist regularly, and it is a pleasure to 
read your excellent publication so far away 
from home. 

Yours faithfully, 
JOHN P. SHINGLER, 

U.D.F.I. M.E.F. 

KENYA. 
Stamp Collecting notes that the 20c is now 

being printed from plates 3-4a 1 4b and the 5s. 
from plates 2-1. 

~ ........... ~·:;~:-~;:;·~ .... :; ..... ;i~\!"'!!~:~·:~:·;:i!i" .. ~ii~:~;~~ .... :.:.:·: ........ I 
Selections of choice Mint or 1J s·ed 

! 

AF'RICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
()TI approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England 
liJUUIIIIIIUIIIIIIH&UUHMUUIUIIIIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIU,I.A&&,l,,IUIIIIIIII IUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHlllllllllllll&llllllllllllllllllllH .. HllllllllllltlHIIIIIIIIHfllll(i 
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SOCIETY 
CAl'JjJ '.l'OWN PHILA'.l'}j]LIC SOCIETY. 

Presiden~, .. ~· Alexander; Hon. 8ecretary, S. Kag­
anson, Hl M1lrtary Road, Cape Town MPetings arP h:](lr or the 2nd arnl 4th Tlrnrsdays. of tlw l~O;Jth 
~.:l(i ;•iti\~'.tl llousP, ;~;j Wale Street; Cape Town, :11 

2Gth _ Nove-rnher.-Although Mr. E. C. Solomon 
l\I. P. C., was merely scheduled "for a display " on~ 
n_ei;d i.ever have any qualms of what sort of exhi­
b1_t10n Mr. Solomon will put up, and this· evening's 
<llsp~ay· was. !'luite as outstanding as any of his 
p~ev10us _exh1b1ts. ~e showed a fine lot of Abyssinia 
with vano_us overprmts, also a wonderful collection 
of Afg~amstan stamps. Th:en there were a fine lot 
of Indian States and a number of Chinese Locals 
sho,".n. Gn~e~e and Cret~ were well represented; in­
_<:ludm~ a fme s_et of hreek stamps, -postally used, 
1Rs1;1ed rn connect10n with the wedding of the Crown 
Prince Pa/nl in 1988. Another fine item was an 
<'nvelope with the full set of Union 1st Air Mail 
~tamps, which hnrl been a;utographed by Mr. E. 
:sturrman\ the then Postmaster General. 

The: Society is in full swing for the forthcoming 
"Cavalcade," and stamps are now hieing solicited for 
the cause. 

9th December.--The customary philatelic display 
was dispensed with for this evening as Mr. Playfair, 
Organising Siecretary of the Cape Town Cavaicadt>, 
had very kindly 1consented to exhibit the film of 
the Port Elizabeth Liberty Cavalcade. 

The film, in co1onr, was shown by Major ·white 
and his assistants. Major ,vhite explaimed that Mr. 
Playfai'r folly intended to be present a·na address 
members on the work of the Cavalcade, but owing 
to other pressing engagements qonlrln't just do it. 
::\fajor " 1 hite, however, deputised for him, and ex­
plained the variom:• sections as they were thrown 
on the screen. 

W.A. 

PHILATELIC SOCIFJ'l'Y OF NATAL. 
President, A. L. Bevis; Hon. Sec., G. Milner, 

Palmer, P.O. Box 588, Durban; Meetings, 1st and 
3rd Wednesdays at London Assurance House. 319 
Smith Street (in the rooms of the Durban Camera 
Club, top floor), 7.30 p.m. 

The December meetin_g. held at 319 Smith Street 
()11 1st December, was chiefly notable for an auction 
of stamps donated in aid of St. Dunstan's Hornf'. 
Skilfully handled by our Hon. Auctioneer, l\Ir. A. 
R. Maslrnll, ilw snh' produced tlH' sum of £28 7s. 
9d., and as an extraordinary coincidence it was 
found after the sale that this total coincided Pxactly 
with the catalogue valuation of the stamps. 

A display of the stamps of Natal had been pro• 
miserl' lmt hnd to he postponed. In its absence Mr. 
Bishop, d0putising for the President, who was away 
ou holiday, invited ideas for a discussion. 

l\Ir. l\1cCall raised the qur~stion of the insuranr0 
of the Society's exchange packets while in the hands 
of differPnt members 01· in transit from lnf'mber to 
m0mbPr. l\f!'. Mudie nskwl what would lw the posi­
tion in tlw 0v0nt of n member having his hom;e 
lmrglt>r1 nt the time wlwn a packet was in his kPep­
ing. Tlwre wel'e other sp0akers on the subject and 
:Ml'. Bishol), replying. Pxplained the" Society's failnrr> 
10 se<;UJ'f' a satisfactory insurance contract on any 
rPasonab1P basis. Tt was derided to make a new ap-
proach to Lloyd's agents, i~ Durban. . 

!n tlw nwnntime our Soc1Pty wonl<l he most m­
tprestf'<l to lH'lll' whnt llns hPf'n the experiencP of 
otlwr Rocieties in this matter. 

G.M.P. 
+ 

EAS'1' LOXDOX PHILA'l'ELIC SOCIETY. 
Presiden.t, C. Hampson; Hon. Secretary, Mr. S. 

I,'. Fowler, P.O. Box 168, East London. 
At the November nweting the highlight of the 

evening was a superb display of Flgypt by Mr. 
Lazarus. 'ro say that it. wns magnificent seems 
an underestimate! of the showing which was complete 
to the last detail. After the tea interval Mr. Laz­
arus again engrossed the Rttention of those present 
when he displayed Sudan. It is difficult to say which 
was the better exhibition as it was apparent that 
Mr. Lazarus had aimed for perfection, but the com­
plete GPnf'rn 1 Gordon Co11mwn1orn tion s0t received 

a good deal of comment and admiration. The beauty 
of the displays was further Pnhanced as both ron­
tnined mint blocks. 

The December meeting was held on tlw 10th at 
the Colosseum Buildings at 7.45 p .m., at which 
Mr. Hampson also presided. Members had bt>en re­
quested previously to bring six sheets, and as a 
l'OnsPqnPnce a very creditable exhibition in miniaturP 
resulted. It is impossible to enumerate all the types 
displayed, but members certainly extended them­
selves in putting forward an attractive selection. 
Tt is hoperl that this idea will become popular 
as it certainly does provide philatelic enjoyment. 

At this meeting the chairman expressed his thanks 
to a.II those who had displayed, and at the samP 
time he extended his good wishes for Christmas and 
the New Yea-.: to all members. 

+ 
PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

President, A. E. Basden; Hon. Secretary, H. A. 
Wager, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mon­
days, 8 p.m., Technical College. 

16th December.-~r. Broughton in the chair. Mr. 
Hawke r_ead son:i,e mteresting philatelic extracts. 
. Mr. G10vanetti read a paper on Papua which was 
1m~ortant _Philatelically chiefly on account of its air 
mall serv1~es. He described some interesting epi­
sodes and difficulties encountered in the fighting 
between the Japanese and Australians which he had 
~·-eceived at first hand from members of the fight­
mg forces there. The chairman thanked Mr. Gio­
yanetti and pointed out that the development of the 
important gold mine in the mountains of Papua 
would not have been possible except for the trans­
po!l't otf the necessary machinery by air. 

Dr. Broughton tabled a fine col1ection of Belgian 
Congo. . 

20th J?ecember.-Dr. Broughton in the chair. Mr. 
Oppenheim gave a detailed account of the recent 
advance in prices of many of the colonial issues 

President's Night.--Mr. Basden gave a very in­
structive talk on the Inter-Provincials of Southern 
AfrLca. He gave a clear exposition of the stamp 
pos:i'tiol1 in all the Provinces at the time of Union 
and explained how stamps of all the Provinces came 
to be used throughout the Union. Dates during which 
stamps could be used interprovincially were given 
and he pointed out why the prices o.f many of them 
with the exception of the Transvaal had been con­
sideirably increased. 

Dr. Broom proposed a vote of thanks to th0 
President, Mr. Basden, for a most enjoyable evening, 
nnd this was carriPCl with acclamation. 

+ 
THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 

President, F .. T. H. Lang; Hon. Secretary, L. 
Buchen, Box 4967. Johannesburg; Meetings, 2nd 
Tuesdays, Public Library, Johannesburg, 8 p.m. 

Although there was only an average attendance at 
our December meeting held on Dec'ember 14, an en­
joyable experience was had by all present as Mr. E. 
Jourdan's exhibit of the Classics of Australia was 
something really worth while seeing. In comment­
ing on this exhibit l\Ir. Carleton ,Tones expressed his 
opinion that the early Australians were among the 
finest of the old Classics. Ins•ofar as Mr .. Jourdan's 
collectiOin was concerned, Mr. Carleton Jones made 
the following observations. 

The ,vestern Australians, which comprised mostly 
the old classical issues, were of the highest quality. 

He considered the New South ,vales issues the best 
of the countries exhibited, and remarked about the 
one penny Sydney View, the many fine imperf. speci­
mens and the 5s. Coin Stamps. 

The New Zealand stamps were in exceptionally 
fine condition and included many imperfs. with the 
four sides showing. These New Zealand imperfs. were 
so closely printed together on the page, as was il-
1 ustrated by exhibitS\ of blocks, that it is understand­
able why so relatively few good imperfs. are extant 
with an four margins showing. 

The Queensland group included many fine examples 
of dli.fficult-to-secure items. Also there were many 
good items among the South Australias and Vic­
torias. 

Anothen new member was elected at this meeting, 
in fact it is rare no,v that we do not take in at 
least one new member each month, but we are always 

(Continued on page 12). 
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1denti­
fication. l'lacc. User. 

DELETE: 

N12 Cape Town .. Woolworths (Pty.), Ltd. 
M3 Johannesburg . . P. Henwood Son So utter & Co. 

M41 Johannesburg .. W. Jacobson (Pty.), Ltd. 

ERRATA: 

N258 Reverse N258 and the ditto ticks above it. 
:mi} -Reverse the entries against these two meters. 

Collaboration with other meter specialists 
has brought to light some additional items, 
which, together with corrections, are here 
given. The record of meters to 4.3.43, allowing 
also for duplicate authorizations, is therefore 
1.s follows:-

I dentifieation. 
N 278 
M 365 
F 27 
U 158 

828 

N,o record. 
5 
1 
0 
2 

8 

Users. 
341 
599 

57 
194 

1191 

(10 doubtful records not included.) 
The "no record" meters are N. 7, 10, 162, 

266, 267; M 360; and U 36 and 38. The latter 
two Universal meters were issued in Southern 
Rhodesia in 1935, this date according to 
Harris. The top and bottom panels were re­
engraved "Southern" and "Rhodesia" re­
spectively, while the '' Posgeld betaald '' was 
removed and replaced by a second " Postage 
Paid." These meters are, therefore, missing 

from the South African list. 
It is interesting to note that commerce and 

its branches has employed meters to the extent 
of almost exactly one firm per identification. 
Earliest authorizations for the four main 
types are, N eopost, 1st Nov., 1926; Midget, 
4th Jan., 192.7; Francotyp, 21st April, 1930; 
and Universal, 13th Feb., 1933. 

Francotyp has not been seen for some 
years no~, and type 1 N eopost is also out of 
use, except for a solitary id., No. 13 seen 
occasionally. In N eopost type 1, identifica­
tions 7, 10 and 12 have not been seen, and 
only in 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6 is the key letter N 
found. 15 has one feature missing from all 
the others. The lower curved panels contain­
ing " Posgeld " and " Betaald " are closed by 
vertical lines either side of the identification 
number. 

In Neopost type II., the minor type charac­
terised bi small differences in design is a 
fixed value, and has been seen only in N l, 
M. Cape Town; N 3, 2d.; N 8, 2d.; N 12, ld.; 
N 13, ld.; and N 35, ~d. N 31 is a special 
on its own, differing both in perforations and 
minor points of design from, its like. 

The opening of the description of N eopost 
type I. should read: " Double lined frame." 
This frame consists of a fine thin outer line 
and thicker inner one, whereas in the minor 
types of II. the lines appear nearer equal 
thickness. 

Further Universal identifications are ap­
pearing in 1943, but Midget and N eopost 
remain static. G. W. HOCKEY. 

---------------------- ___, _____ ___, ---------------------

( Continttecl from page 10). 
on the lookout for new recruits to our hobby, even 
if it is not possible for1 thnn at present to have the 
benefit of attending our monthly meetings. 

So far our war funds have contributed over £226 
to twenty different organisations rendering service or 
reliet in some form to the fighting forces throughout 
the world. We want to continue this good work, 
but iti order to be able to do so we must be able 
to count on the full support of all of our members 
in some tangible form. Although cash donations will 
be gratefully accepted, we prefer donations of stamps, 
which can be auctioned at our monthly meetings 
for these war funds; such donations have the double 
blessing of helping worthy causes and putting other­
wise frozen stamp stocks into circulation at a time 
they will do the most good. 

+ H.E.B. 

O.F.S.-BASUTOLAND I'HILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President, Mr. C. A. Larsen; Hon. Secretary, 

Mr. R. G. Lyon, Box 702, Bloemfontein; Meetings, 
::!rd Fridays, Oranje Koffiehuis, Bloemfontein. 

December.-One of the many new and valuable 
members the Society has aoquiret.l from the Bloem­
fontein Air Schols, namely, }j"'light-Lieut. G. w-. 
Horton, gave a very fine display of his Egyptian 
stamps at the December meeting. 

Starting with a printers' proof set of the first 
issue, he presented all catalogued items with very 
few exceptions, and many uncatalogued ones besides 
that, in excellent condition. In the Port Fuad set he 
showed the 15m with the obliterating bar double, a 
,-artety of which only 6 copies exist. Of the Suez 
Canal Co. issue, a genuine and n forged set were 
shown. There was a complete array of the various 
Christmas Seal issues which included the . Silv~r 
.Jubilee seal. Of interest ·were also some philatelic 
items. which Flight-Lieut. Horton fo~?d when enter-
ing the ruins of the Tobruk Post Office. . . 

A hearty vote of thanks was passed to th~ exlui:n­
tor. During the evening, a successful auction s:1le 
was held. One new member was enrolled. The pohey 

of the Chairman, J\Ir. Larsen, to keep formal busi­
ness ruthlessly dov>'n to a few meagre minutes, ·was 
welcomed by everybody and contributed to the suc­
eess of the evening. 

VARIETY IN THE £5 TRANSVAAL 
REPUBLIC STAMP. 

Mr. Tom Stiehl, Hay Springs, Nebr., 
U.S.A., reports via Stephen G. Rich, a variety 
in the Transvaal Republic £5 stamp, S.G. No. 
187. In an unused copy, a perfectly round 
white dot occurs between A and F of 
"Z.AFR.REPUBLIEK," even with the top of 
of the letters and approximately twice the 
size of the st~p after the Z. The copy is a 
genuine one, on the basis of the tests for 
genuine and forgery in Curle and Basden's 
book. Whether it is a reprint is not certain; 
paper is hardly dead white enough to make 
such identification sure; perf. is correct 12n 
comb; colour of ink agrees with used copies 
with correct date showing in cancellation. 
Mr. Rich thinks it is a reprint, and suggests, 

as to the nature of the 
variety, that this may be 
a bubble in the ink. 

The accompanying il­
lustration is a scale­
drawing of the variety 
from Mr. Stiehl's stamp. 
Further information, and 
record of further copies 
of this variety, would be 
useful. 
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'LO.CO-BUSTI NG' 
puts us on the pot! 

No country can exist as a civilised community unless 
rail and road transport can continually mov•e goods be­
twe·en ports and interior, between farms and towns. 

In war, as in peace, transport is vital and railway 
locomotives, as well as the factories that make them, be­
come the inevitable targets for destruction. 

When the war is over it is certain that damage to 
rail communications overseas will have to be made good 
before a single new locomotive can be sent to South Africa. 

There are two methods of "loco-busting." Through 
our war effort, we have played no small part in holding 
off the one. We are taking every precaution that fore­
sight demands to avoid the other ... destruction through 
excessive strain. A locomotive is a machine, working 
under powerful stresses. Service and repairs c:an prolong 
life, but not indefinitely. We must conserve engine 
power, since there is no hope of early replaciement, and we 
can only conserve it by cutting down the number of pas­
senger trains, even if, in doing so, a great many travellers 
are inconv,enienced. The·re is no alternative. 

Good:::; and military passengers have priority because 
the nation must live and be defended. Apart from that 
proviso we do not deny your right to travel, whether for 
business or for holidays, up to our limited capacity to 
carry you, but we do urge you, in your own interests, not 
to travel unless you consider it to be absolutely necessary. 

DO NOT TRAVEL UNLESS YOU MUST 

South African Railways 

iii. 

,¼ Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News Agency, 
~ Ltd., Johannesburg: Printed by Magazine Press (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, Johannesburg 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
October 29th, 1943. 

The Editor, 
South Africnn Philatelist. 

"KIMBERLEY REEFS.'' 
Dear Sir,-By a remarkable coincidence the 

interesting correspondence in your journal re­
garding the postmarks of Kimberley Reefs, 
has revealed the fact that, I believe, the only 
mistake in the list of more than eight hundred 
postmarks described by me in the London 
Philnteli!st and my book "The Romance of the 
Posts of Rhodesia," from copies in my collec­
tion, was due to an accident in typing, which 
transposed the details of Kimberley Reefs and 
Killarney Mine (near Bulawayo). They 
should, of course, read: 

KILLARNEY MINE. SOUTHERN RHO­
DESIA. D.C. Opened in 1907, closed 1913. 

KIMBERLEY REEFS. SOUTHERN RHO­
DESIA. D.C. Opened in 1904 changed to 
BINDURA in 1913. 
and 

BINDURA. SOUTHERN RHODESIA. D.C. 
Opened in 1904 as KIMBERLEY REEFS re­
named BINDURA in 1913. 

(D.C. means Double Concentric circles). 
. Will those who have copies of the, "L.P." or 

my nook, kindly make the necessary correc­
tions. 

The details were authenticated, as were all 
the other S. Rhodesian postmarks, by the late 
postmaster, Mr. Collyer. 

I enclose a portion of the KIMBERLEY 
REEFS postmark, and have had several com­
plete impressions, one of which I sent to my 
friend the late Major Harrington, for his in­
formation. 

(This is different in type from any contem­
. poraneous Kimberley postmark, such as has 
been chronicled as having been found in Rho­
desian stamps.-Ed.) 

Kimberley Reefs (Bindura) is situated 
about forty miles (not 56 as mentioned by a 
correspondent) N.N.E. of Salisbury, and 
about 15 miles west of Shamva. 

And here is something of topical interest 
regarding these placf!s, as recently related to 
me by the Air Chief Marshal Sir Arthur T. 
Harris, K.C.B., O.B.E., etc., Commander-in­
Chief Bomber Command ( The Scourge of 
Germany) and published in Ure September is­
sue of the London Philatelist. In the early 
days he drove one of Kimpton's "Buffalo 
Bill" mail coaches, with a team of sixteen 
mules or six horses, from Salisbury to KIM­
BERLEY REEFS, Mazoe and Shamva, and in 
fact over the whole district from Mount Dar­
win in the north to Umta]i in the south. Later 
on he drove his own Mail car, when an out­
break of horse sickness interrupted the ser­
vices, and motor cars took the place of the old 
coaches. 

I do not know the number used in the ob­
long space in the centre of the "Barred Oval" 
at Kimberley Reefs, and, unless a cover hap­
pens to turn up with this postmark as well 
as the town name, it is very unlikely that it 
will ever be indentified. It was ust\ally im­
pressed on the stamp ( or stamps) and the 
town name in circles, as above, somewhe.re else 
on the envelope. Very few of these "oval 
barred" with number postmarks have been 
traced, only Fort Victoria, Iron Mine Hill, 
Tuli, Salisbury, Gwelo, Plumtree, Umtali and 
Fort Rosebery, and there are to my knowledge 
thirty-eight others (in n;iy collection) await­
ing identification. These given are the only 
ones Mr. Swift, the present Postmaster­
General at Salisbury, can trace. I would be 
grateful to any of your readers if they could 
render any help by examining covers in their 
possession, and would let me know if they 
come across any others, in order that they 
may be added when my book is "resurrected" 
after the war. 

Yours · truly, 
H. C. DANN . 

S.W.A. 
The Union 1s. miniature war stamp has ap­

peared with the S.W.A. overpNnt in smaller 
type (the same size as on all the other ban­
tams, except the Ud.). Previously the over­
print was in a larger type. 
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METHODS OF' PRODUCTION 

~---------------

A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A., C.A. (S.A.). 
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(A). THE 1925 ISSUE. 
The first air-:mail stamps of the Union of 

South Africa comprising the four denomina­
tions, ld. red, 3d. blue, 6d. magenta, and 9d. 
green, were issued on the 25th February. '1925. 

These stamps were printed by the Cape 
Times, Limited, at Cape Town by the litho­
graphic-photographic-zinc plate-offset process. 

A sheet consisted of 120 stamps divided into 
two panels, upper and lower, each of 6 hori­
zontal rows of 10 units. Coloured circles en­
closing large white denominated figures 
appMred (1) on the margin above vertical 
rows 5 and 6 of the upper panel, (2) opposite 
horizontal rows 3 and 4 on the right-hand 
margins of each of the upper and lower 
panels, and ( 3) on the margin below vertical 
rows 5 and 6 of the lower panel. A white mar­
gin of about 15 mm. separated the two panels 
on each sheet, horizontally. 

The undenominated design, approximately 
four times the size of that depicted on a 
printed stamp, was engraved in recess on a 
copper die by Mr. A. J. Cooper, formerly of 
Waterlow and Sons, Limited. The lines cut 
in recess and negative on the copper die cor­
responded with the lines of colour which de­
lineated the design on a printed stamp with 
the exception of the circular tablets enclosing 
the figures of value in white. The figures of 
value tablets were engraved separately on 
copper in the same size as the large figure of 
value tablets printed on the margins of a 
sheet in the positions referred to afore. 

Transfer-paper impressions were taken 
from the undenominated copper die and , 
patched up into a group of four. Eight trans­
fer-paper impressions were taken from the 
four figure of value copper dies and 2 of each, 
i.e., of the ld., 3d., 6d., and 9d., added to the 
four already taken from the undenominated 
die. Thus four denominated transfer-paper 
impressions were transferred to a lithographic 
stone, in a group of four. Black and white 
impressions were printed in quadriform from 
the lithographic stone, one each for the ld., 
3d., 6d. and 9d. denominations. Thereafter 60 
of the best lithographic sheets were selected 
from an unknown quantity printed and cut 
up into 240 single copies, 60 of each of the 
four denominations. The single copies were 
mounted very carefully on large cards in 
groups of 60, 6 horizontal rows of 10 each; 
thus four cards, one for each of the four de­
nominations, namely, ld., 3d., 6d. and 9d., in 
panels of 60. In mounting the individual litho­
graphic prints provision for space was made 
for the perforation gutters vertically and hori• 

zontally. At this stage the size of each litho­
graphic stamp image on the cards corres­
ponded t? tl~e size of t~e image on the original 
c?pper die, ~.e., four times approximately the 
size of a prmted stamp. 

Each of the four 60-contained cards was 
th~n photo~raphed and four 60-set negative 
prmts obtamed, one for each denomination· 
the size of each image on the negative print~ 
corresponding to the size of a printed stamp. 
~efore th_e s~id cards were photographed 
lithographic prmts of the large figure of value 
tablets were af fJxed to the cards above ver­
tical rows 5 and Ci, and opposite horizontal 
rows 3 and 4. After the said photographs 
were taken the said large figure of value tab­
lets were removed and similar ones affixed to 
the cards below vertical rows 5 and 6, and 
opposite horizontal rows 3 and 4. Each of the 
four 60-contained cards was again photo­
graphed and further four 60-set negative 
prints obtained, one for each denomination. 

Four zinc plates were taken and each one 
coated with a bichromated albumen solution. 
Two negative prints, one for the top panel and 
one for the bottom panel, of one of the de­
nominations were contacted with one of the 
zinc plates and exposed to light in a special 
pho,tographic printing frame. The exposed 
plate then held images of the lines of design 
of insoluble albumen affected by light, and 
the undelineated portions coatings unaffected 
by light in soluble condition. The plate then 
was coated with a thin film of special ink 
and immersed in water, the soluble portion of 
the coating wa,s washed off and left inked 
images of the lines of design adhering to the 
insoluble coating still on the plate. The re­
maining three zinc plates were similarly con­
tacted with the remaining six negative prints. 
Four 120-·set plates were then ready for use 
on the Mann Baby Off set machine, which bore 
a tablet with the name of its manufacturer, 
George Mann and Co., Limited, Leeds and 
London, British No. 72)8. 

The photographic and lithographic work 
anent these stamps was performed by Mr. A. 
P. Myers, and for the first printings of these 
stamps the machine was operated by Mr. 
Henry Kline. 

Thus the progeny of the Master-die is as 
follows: 
(1) Undenominated Master-die (and Tablet 

dies) ; Intaglio; Negative. 
(2) Transfer-papers; Planographic; Positive. 
(3) Lithographic Stone; Planographic; Nega­

tive. 
(4) Lithographic Prints; Planographic; Posi­

tive. 
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(5) Photographic Prints; Planographic; Neg­
ative. 

(6) Zinc Plates (Four); Planographic; Posi­
tive. 

(7) Offset Roller; Planographic; Negative. 
(8) Printed Stamps (Four denominations); 

Planographic; Positive. · 
(B). THE 1929 ISSUE. 

The second air-mail stamps of the Union 
of South Africa consisting of only two de­
nominations, 4d. green and ls. orange, were 
issued on the 21st August, 1929. 

These stamps were printed by the Govern­
ment Printer at Pretoria by the Line-process, 
i.e., Photographic-etching without the use of 
a screen. 

Each sheet consisted of 120 stamps divided 
into two panels, upper and lower, each of 6 
horizontal rows of 10 units. A white margin 
of about 12 mm. separated the two panels on 
each sheet, horizontally. The outer margins 
were blank, but a continuous "jubilee" or 
guard line surrounds the stamps, with breaks 
at the centres of the outer margins. 

Anent these stamps no undenominated 
master-die was engraved on metal, but an un­
denominated artist's design was drawn by one 
of the officials of the Government Printing 
Works, as well as four separate tablets with 
the denominations 4d., 4d., ls., ls. From the 
artist's master-design undenominated, two 
subsidiary designs also unde:nominated were 
prepared. To the one, the two 4d. tablets were 
added, and to the other the two ls. tablets. 
From these two denominated desiirns two 
photographic line negative prints were ob­
tained, the image on each one measured 21 ins. 
by 1 11/16 ins. The two photographic nega­
tive prints were contacted with sensitized 
metal, and two line blocks obtained, one for 
the 4d. denomination and the other for the 
ls. denomination. From these two line blocks, 
120 black and white impressions were pulled 
on art paper, 60 for the first-mentioned de­
nomination and 60 for the latter. The single 
black and white copies so obtained were then 
mounted on boards in groups of 60, 6 .hori­
zontal rows of 10 each; two boards, one for 
each aenomination. In mounting the individual 
copies provision for space was made for the 
vertical and horizontal perforation gutters. 

Each of the 60-contained boards was then 
photographed, and two 60-set negative prints 
obtained, one for each . denomination; the size 
of each image on the negative prints corres­
ponding to the size of a printed stamp. These 
negative prints were contacted with sensitised 
metal plates, and two 60-set line blocks were 
obtained for each denomination. Two line 
blocks were mounted together to form a 120-
set typographic plate for the 4d. denomina­
tion, and the other two line blocks were 
mounted together to form a 120-set typo­
graphic plate for the ls. denomination. The 
two 120-set plates were then ready for use on 
a typographic or letterpress machine. 

Thus the progeny of the Master-design is as 
follows: 
(1) Undenominated Master-design (and Tab­

let designs); Planographic; Positive. 
(2) Single photographic line negative prints 

(2); Planographic; Neg;ative. 
(3) Single image line-blocks (2); In relief; 

Positive. 
( 4) Line-block prints ( 60 and 60) ; Plano­

graphic; Negative. 
( 5) 60-set photographic line negative prints 

(2); Planographic; Positive. 
(6) 60-set line·-blocks (4); In relief; Nega­

tive. 
(7) 120-set line-block plates' (2); In relief: 

Negative. 
(8) Printed Stamps (2 denominations); Plan­

ographic; Positive. 
Succinctly, the Line-process or the process 

of photographic-etching is that of photograph­
ing a design and simultaneously impressing 
the lines of design photographically upon a 
sensitised metal plate, usually copper or zinc, 
and thereafterwards subjecting the metal 
plate to the process of etching. The impres­
sion on the metal is made by contacting the 
photographic negative with the metal plate in 
a special frame which is exposed to a power­
ful arc lamp. When the impression on the 
metal is obtained it is developed in order to 
remove the surf ace parts not acted on by the 
light and to retain the surf ace parts acted 
on by the light, i.e., the lines defining the 
design. The surface of the plate is coated with 
an acid-resist which renders the lines of de-

. sign capable of resisting the subsequent etch­
ing. The process of etching consists of im­
mersing the metal plate in diluted acid which 
erodes tj:iose portions of the surface metal 
other than where it is protected by the acid­
resisting lines of design. The pl.ate may be 
etched to any depth desired, leaving the lines 
of design in relief. 

Examination of the backs of the 1929 air­
mail stamps generally reveals slight ridges in 
relief of the lines of design which is charac­
teristic of stamps printed from typographic 
or lette,rpress plates. 

-------
M.E.F. OVERPRINTS. 

These get more complicated. From an ac­
count given by Sir John Wilson at the 

·"Royal" recently it seems that four settings 
are now recognised. 

The first two are fairly easy: 
(a) 1st London overprint 14 mm. long, 

square stops. Put in use at Asmara on 
3rd March, 1943. 

(b) Cairo overprint 13~ mm. long, stops 
mostly round, but some rows had square 
stops and in at least one row there was 
a mixture of square and round. A com­
paratively small printing. 

~ (c) 3rd overprint (? Cairo or London) 
Type and measurement identical with 
1st printing, but has a less finished 
appearance. To this belong the half 
sheets returned from Cairo to meet the 
requests of clamant collectors in Brit­
ain, but it is not yet definitely settled 
where they were overprinted. 

• (d) 4th printing. Early in 1943. Low 
values in the new pastel shades and on 
values up to 2s. 6d. Done in London, 
overprint 14 mm. long in smaller but 
heavier type with square stops. 
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0 
OFFERS OF SETS 

5. A[baniia 1913. Valona Indep. cpl, used. 
7. Albania 1924 lg-1 fr. cpl. mint .. 

10. Albania 1940. Greek Occupation m. 
7. Argentina 1938/40. Official 2c-l peso m. 
5. Armenia 1923'. 1,000-10,000 r. m •.... 

13. Bosnia 1916. 3h.-3 kr. m, . . . . . . . . 
5. Brasil S.G. 399/401, 622, 654 .... 
6. Chile 1928/34. 30c.-5 pesos u. . . 
9. Chile 1938/39. Pict. 5c-2 ps. u. . . 
3. China 1933 Tap. Yuan Chang u. . . 
4. China 1936 New Life cpl. used .. 
4. China 1939 U.S.A. Constitution cpl. u. 
6. China 1941 Pict. 8c-1 dollar cpl. m ... 
5. Czech 1932/:-1·. Dr. Tyrs. u. . . . . . . . . 
4. Dominic Rep. 1938/42. Commemos. 1-l0c 
4. Dutch Indies 1923 .Jubilee 5c-1 g u. . . . . 
7. Ecuador 1930 Independence 1-50c u. 

14. Dj.ibouti 1943 5c-20 frs. cpl. m. . . 
10. Fiume 1920 D'Annuncio 5c-1 L. m. . . . . 

4. Honduras 1935 Airmail 8c-20c. u. . . . . 
14 . .Jugoslav 1935 Boy King Peter 25p-20d. u. 
12. L:;i.tvia 1940 1 sant.-1 lats u. . . . . . . 
5. Lithuania 1932 views, imperf. m. . . . . . . • .. 
6. Lithuan1a 1933 triang. Air perf. & imperf. m. 
6. Lithuania 1933 Child welfare do. do. m. 
8. Manchuria 1936/39. ½-12: fen. u. . . . . 
4. Manchuria 1937 Hsiuking cpl. m. . . . . 
6'. Mexico 1929/31. Airmails u. . . . . 

15. Mexico 1934/35. post and air lc-lp. u. 
19. Montenegro 1918 "Exile issue" cpl. m. 
24. Mozambique 1938 lc-20 Esc. u. . ,, . . . . 

7. Paraguay 1932/40 Gran Chaco 50c-5p. 
8. Poland 1932. S.G. 2.84/289 cpl. u. . . . . 
5. Portug,al 1925/31. S.G. 659/61, 858, 864, u. 

17. Portugal 1936/41. 4c-20 esc. cpl_ u ..... 
7. Portugal 1936/37. Parcels Post 1-10 esc. u. 

16. Portugal 1937/40. Commemoratives u. . . 
6. Portuga[ 1940. Sir Rowland Hill u. . . . . 
8. Portuguese India 1938.· 6 reis-3 rupees u. 
9. Russia 1919 Denik-in, imperf. 5k-10r. m. 
7. Russia 1939 New Moscow .cpl. u. 

10. Russia 1939 Agric. Fair cpl. u ... 
8. Russia 1939 Caucasus cpl. u. . . . . 

17. Russia 1940 P1avilli.ons cpl. u. . . . . 
8. San Marino 1923 Red Cross cvl. m. 
9. Spain, Pope and King, 2-25c. m ..... 
6. Spain 1930 Airmail 5c-lp. m. . . . . 
9. Spain 1930 Airmail 5c-4p. cp'l. m. . . . . 
9. Tanna Touva 1934 Airmail lk-2' tng. m ... 
9. Tanna Touva 193·6 Ah0mail 5k-3 aska. u. 
8. U.8.A. 1940/42. Commemos. m. . . . . . . 
4. U.S.A. 1943. "United Nations" m ... 

C.W.O. Nett. Post free. 

A. LICHTE1NSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 

-- ---------·------ - -- .. - -·- -~---------
. ________ · -- ----

3/6 
2/6 
3/6 
2./6 
1/6 
4/6 
1/9 
1/-
1/-
1/-
2/6 
4/6 
2/6 
1/-
1/-
1/6 
1/-

12/6 
3/6 
1/6 
3/6 
6/6 
1/6 
2/6 
2/-
1/-
3/-
1/-
1/6 
1/6 
6/6 
1/3 
1/-
4/6 
5/-
2/6 
3/6 
3/6 
5/6 
1/6 
3/9 
4/6 
3/6 
7/6 
3/6 
1/9 
2/6 
5/6 
Z/6 
3/6 
3/-
2/6 

• 

BRITISH COLONIALS: 
Fine selection always on hand at o.ne. ... 
third catalogue. Send your want lists. 
Larg.e . selection of packets, of Br. 
Africans: 50 for 2/6; 100 for 6/-; 150 

for 9/-. 
Airmails: 10 for 6d.; 15 for 9d.; 

Br. Col,onials: 150 for 2/-. 
Cash with order . 

.T. CHAMBERS, 
50, ParHament St., P,ort Elizabeth. 

U.S.A. AND u.s.s.R. FLAG STAMPS. 

Stamps of the U.S.A. "Overrun Nations" 
series with, the flags of Greece, Jugoslavia and 
Albania have now reached us and there are· 
only two more of the set to come, those 
featuring the flags of Austria and Denmark. 

Discussion as to the method of printing of 
these stamps is very active in the American 
philatelic press. The discovery that the names 
of the countries are sometimes in a some­
what different shade from other parts of the 
stamp of the same colour and the finding of 
occasional doubling of the name (particularly 
in ·the case of Norway) are the latest prob­
lems awaiting solution. 

A U.S.S.R. report states that a stamp is 
being issued with the flags of Russia, Britain 
and the U.S.A. featured. 

1!]11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111\[!) 

CAPE TRIANGULARS: 

Fine, full margined copie,s of all Cape 

Triangulars, including singles, pairs, 

blocks, etc., wanted for cash. 

High-est prices paid for :really fine 
copies. 

Please send app1·oval selections or 
offers to: 

K. THIELE, 
455, West Street, 

DUR'8AN 
8111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111[E) 
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I COLLECTORS' WANTS AND OFFERS 
(Twopence per word· per ins·ertion 

Transvaai Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarieties wanted by 

A. E. Basden, Box 238, Pretoria. 
Collections Wanted to Buy.-Old and 

Modern Collections, Single Rarities 
and Errors, Duplicates and Office 
Mixtures. 
Prompt cash on acceptance of off er: 

E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.), 
117 Longmarket Street, Cape T'own. 

Be],gian Congo: Wanted Single stamps 
or collection. 

E. A. Church, Box 112, Durban. 
If interested in S.A. Colonies or Union 

Mint Blocks, Postage- Dues, Officials, 
write to: 

E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom. 
Orang,e Free Stat.e.-Approval selectio,ns 

wanted. Must be fine, well-centred 
copies. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes­
burg. 

If interested in Swaziland stamps or 
German Blocks on envelopes 1936-38, 

Write to: F. Stein, P.O. Hlatikulu, 
Swaziland. 

Wanted: South Africa S.G. Nos. 10, 12, 
24, 24a, 37, for cash; or would ex­
change British Colonials. Se.nd offers 
to: 

J. A. May, P.O. Box 78, Cape Town. 

AIR MAILS. 
The October number of The Aero Field 

features the development of the French ser­
vices to South America from 1927 onwards, 
and the Air Mail Magazine ("Green Lists") 
continues its listing of Brazilian first flights. 
The latter paper also carries on its cata­
loguing of the rapidly growing Airgraph 
types. 

with minimum of 2/- per im;ertion) 

Air Mail: Rare South African Air Mails 
wanted for Specialists collection. 

E. A. Church, Box 112, Durban. 
Britain: Wanted Penny Blacks, all Line-
engraved, Embossed Surface printed 
and items of interest., highest prices 
paid for stamps in good condition. 
Collections or single items. 

Offers to J.A. Bremner, Box 5041, 
Johannesburg. 

For Service, promptness and satisf ac-
tion. · · 

Benoni Stamp ·shop, Box 485, Benoni. 
Phone 54-1692. 

Canada: Wanted collection and rare 
it,ems of high value. 

E. A. Church, Box 112, Durban. 
Those wishing to sell British African, 

Great Britain or Zanzibar stamps, 
· Apply for want list to: 

E. J. Brierley, Morkel Street, Somerset 
West. 

Wanted.-S.W.A. Gibbons' Nos. 56a, 
58a, 59a., 62a. Will buy, or exchange 
60a, 61a, 65a. ( unused pairs). 
Basis Gibbons, or seH latter at half­
price. 

E. A. Bennie, Box 57, East Rand. 
Coins a,nd Medals wanted. Send offers 

to: 
Alec Kaplan, Box 132, Germiston. 

17 

~ ........... ~:~~::;:;: .... :; .... ;·;~~~; .... ;·;-~:; .... ;·;·;·~;~; ... ·~~·~~;;~~~ ................................. l 
should get into touch with me AT ON(E §, 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 
AF'RICANs,· AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
on approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England 
Iii NHIIIIIIIIHIIIHIIIIUIIIIUIIIUHIIIIIIHlllllllllllllll~lllltU,&I.U.&&UIIUllll l&IIIUIIIIIIHIIIIUIIIIUIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUllllllllll'i111111uUMU1111111111111111111111111111• 1 
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British Postage Stamp DeE>-ign, by John 
Easton. Published by Messrs. Faber and 
Faber, Ltd., 24 Russell Sq., London W.C. 
1. Price 25s. net. 

This work, although the title does not make 
it quite clear, deals with the designs of all 
British Empire stamps from 1840 to 1940. In 
addition to British designers, it also includes 
the work of those in Canada, Australia, South 
Africa and India. 

Mr. Easton looks at his subject mainly from 
the point of view of a practical printer; as 
he states himself, he ht,s read almost no 
philatelic literature. This occasionally sticks 
out rather obviously, but it does not really 
affect ·the general soundness of his views. His 
effort is to trace the trend or plan (if there 
is one) on which stamp design has developed 
or evolved, and he discusses with first-hand 
knowledge (but without going into unneces­
sary detail, wearisome to the non-technician) 
the suitability or otherwise of different print­
ing processes to varying types of stamp de­
signs. 

The book is beautifully printed and mag­
nificently illustrated with no less than 508 
illustrations. A work of this kind might be 
terribly dull and prosy but the reviewer had 
a very pleasant surprise in this case. Thanks 
to the author's whimsical humour the story 
can be read almost like a novel-there are 
gems of unconventional description on almost 
every page. Take, at random, the North Bor­
neo issue of 1909 "which dazzled the hearts 
and conquered the hearts of every schoolboy"; 
after mentioning the various animals and 
birds depicted, he adds "one wonders a little 
why they should have included in such a. 
menagerie the Sultan of Sulu with his staff!" 
Or speaking of the Gambia issue of 1922, "If 
on~ starts off by saying the design reminds 
one of a beer-bottle label one is either pre­
judicing the issue or indicating one's prefer-I 
ence in bottled beers." 

In the writer's opinion South African pri:nt­
ing fell short in its early days through usmg 
steel-engraved dies, or the imitation of them 
for photogravure. "The essence of photogra­
vure is its exploitation of the half-tone and 
its need for solid colour to play_ about witJ:i." 
The Coronation stamps he describes as strik­
ing and successful in design bu~ not up to 
Harrison standard in workmanship; then he 
adds: "These . stamps, together _with ~he 
Voortrekker issues and the Huguenot series,· 
which we are about to examine, reflect, as 
we now know, the shape of things to c_ome."; 
He ends up with the somewhat cryptic re­
mark: "South Africa has concentrated on the 
development of the rot~ry photograv_ure pro­
cess. Her greatest achirvement, which may 
prove to have considerable influence, for .b.et­
ter or worse, on tr,~ whole trend of British 

stamp design, does not come within the scope 
of this examination." 

One puts down tp.is book rather with the 
feeling that there has only been one perfect 
stamp design, the penny black, nevertheless 
there is a tremendous lot of interesting and 
amusing description and commentary on 
stamp designs to be found in this work, and 
the author is to be congratulated on the task 
he undertook in his spare moments in the 
black-out of the past three years. 

V V V V 
POLAND. 

The note in last month's issue about the 
issue of a new set of Polish stamps was based 
on information seen in overseas magazines. 
Since then we have received from the Polish 
Ministry of Finance in London a set of photo­
graphs of the series and full descriptions; the 
envelope was franked by a full set of the 
stamps and posted on a Polish warship. We 
regret space does not permit of reproduction, 
but it might be added that the envelope and 
the photographs were put up for sale for War 
Funds and fetched a very considerable sum. 

This series, and stamps of other Govern­
ments functioning in Britain, such as Norway, 
are receiving a mixed reception. Some critics 
like them, perhaps for patriotic reasons or 
because they sell well. Others are damning 
them as simply exploiting philatelists. 

We agree that probably their main function 
is fund raising, but why this sudden Simon 
Pure attitude to these particular sets? Are 
they any worse than propaganda sets that are 
issued in dozens of countries to-day? The ad­
vertising of them as "indispensable for postal 
use" may be, in Churchill's classic words, "a 
terminological inexactitude/' but surely some­
thing can be forgiven a hard-up ally in exile. 
As we have stated before, collecfors have a 
right to be mugs if they like, and we do !J-Ot 
consider them any greater mugs for buymg 
these .sets instead of say, Bahamas Land­
falls. This Polish set is serving some postal 
use, even if it is not absolutely necessary for 
that service. Can the same be said for, say, 
sets being made in Vichy to-day for French 
Colonies? 

All types ·of stamps wanted in quantity, 
packets, singles, sets; especially 
Empire and Foreign Colonies, in ex­
change for Australasians. Permanent 
contacts also desired to supply and 
receive new issues. Basis wholesale 
or . .- . ? 

S. G. Walton. (Member A.P.T.A.), 
Canley Vale, N.S.W., Australia. 

S.W.A. 1/3 OVERPRINT VARIETY. 
A writer in the Philateli-c Magazine reports 

the cross-bar of the "A" in an "S.W.A.'' on 
an Afrikaans_ ls. 3d. stamp as entirely miss­
ing. Is this a permanently broken letter and,. 
if so, what is its position on the sh.eet? 
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BISECTS-PARTICULARLY WEST 
AFRICANS. 

This is the subject of an interesting article 
in the Phila.telfo Magazine by Brigadier Mon­
tresor. The writ~r accepts Melville's definition 
of a bisect as; ·"A term applied to a moiety of 
a stamp used as of half the value of t'11e en­
tire label," with emphasis on the "used as 
of half the value." He classifies them into 
four groups: 

(1) Those allowed by authority of the 
Postal Service. 

(2) Those allowed and passed by the Postal 
Service by reason of common usage 
though not specifically authorised. 

(3) Those not authorised or in common us­
age but apparently allowed by the Pos­
tal Service either through laxity or con­
nivance. 

( 4) Those rejected by the Postal Service. 
Classes 1 and 2 are true bisects, those in 

3 are suspect until their merits have been 
established, while those in class 4 are not•true 
bisects within the definition. 

As regards West Africans the Niger Coast 
Protectorate has one authorise8. bisect coming 
under class 1: 

Gold Coast has several catalogued in the 
early issues, but why they should have been 
necessary, in view of lower value stamps be­
ing on sale, is not clear. Possibly temporary 
shortages in up-country P.0.'s may be the ex­
planation. Sporwart, in his booklet, advises 
only collection of specimens on entires. As re-

gards the bisects of the 1884-89 issues, met 
only on piece, the writer says, "Shun them 
entirely." . 

Messrs. L. N. and M. Williams throw fur­
ther light on the early bisects. One of them 
has, we believe, been · on the Gold Coast on 
service and has taken the opportunity to delve 
_into official records. This search adds nothing 
in the way of proof of actual authorisation of 
bisects, but it has shown that there was a 
serious famine of stamps, particularly of the 
low values, during part of 1883-84. This was 
brought about primarily by the damp climate, 
gumming sheets together and damaging them 
for use. 

Correspondence on this matter is quoted ex­
tensively and it seems to bear out the writer's 
contention that these bisects filled a pressing 
need and they should be placed for ever be­
yond the reach of the detractor. 

Sier.ra Leone has more belonging to class 
1. Specimens on piece should be rejected; 
those on entire must be investigated to seE:> 
whether they fall into class 2 or class 3. 

Gambva and Lagos. None. 
V V V V 

BRITAIN'S FIRST AIRMAIL STAMP. 
The Stami'-fl) Lover reports the issue of 

special airmail letter cards with a printed 6d. 
stamp in mauve, for the use of troops over­
seas. Although not an adhesive stamp, this is 
the first issue by the British P.O. made ex­
pressly for airmail use. 

British ~mpire Collections Wanted 
We wish to purchas-e coll-ectfo,ns of British Empir.e 8tamps, mint and/or used 

in good to fine condition. 8pecialised collections of individual countries or group~ 
or straightforward general c-ollections are all equally welcome. Individual sets of any 
obsol,ete jssues and odd lots also, wanted. Any British Africans particularly 'wanted. 

We believe that the greatest satisfaction results when the seller states, the 
lowest price which he is prepared to accept and the buyer accepts it without argu­
ment, but we are no.t ashamed to make offers, We know that all dealers· say that 
they pay the highest prices, but please bear in mind that our flir'm owes its c'on­
tinued existence and good name to its honest treatment of both buyers. and sellers 
0ver a period of many years. Good prices are ohtainabLe to-day for stamps in good 
condition and we are prepared to pay good prices. 

No matter what the price is for anything that we buy, whether 
it he £10 or £10,000 or more, we pay cash in full immediately 

deals are concluded. 
Prospective sellers should first send as full details as possible of stamps for sale. 
For our overseas expo·rt trade.I w,e also buy used current and recent stamps. of 

any African countries, preferably in large quantities. List of buying P!ices on 
request. 

ROBERTSON STAMP CO. (PTY.), LTD. 
P.O. BOX 5826. JOHANNESBURG. 

Office Address: 20, 1st Floor, Old Arcade Buildilljgs, 100, Mavket Street. 
Tel,ephones: Day 33-1454, Night 32-5265. Bankers: Barclay,s, Natal Bank, 

JOHANNESBURG. 
(Former Publishers of the ''S.A. Philatelist") 
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POST,Al MARKINGS OF THE 
G,ERMA.N EAST AFRICA CAMPAIGN 

OF 1914-1918 

By J. H. HARVEY PIRIE. 
,.11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,;,,,111111111111, .. 

Actual stamp issues of this campaign have 
been well written up,· but so far as I am 
aw.are, nothing has been published about the 
army postmarks, censor's marks and such like 
of the Allies' side in this theatre of the firsf 
world war. · 

Material is hard to find, at any rate in 
South Africa, despite the large Union forces 
which participated and the number of letters 
which must have been written. This com­
munication is intended merely as an intro-
1duction, in the hope that it will bring about 
further material beil}g recorded and so lead to 
something approaching a complete story. 

For assistance in compilation I have to ex­
press my indebtedness to the late Surgeon­
Captain Bishop for a list given me some years 
ago of Indian Army F.P.O.'s operating in 
East Africa; to Mr. E. Jagger of Cheadle 
Hulme, England, for tracings of a consider-­
able number of army postmarks and informa­
tion about them; and to Mr. G. W. Hockey 
of Cape Town for several specimens. 

A brief summary may be given .of the mili­
tary situation and forces involved in this 
campaign. At the outbreak of war in August, 
1914, there were in the territories surround­
ing German East Africa (Brffish East Africa, 
Uganda, Belgian Congo, Rhodesia and Nyasa­
land) only a very few native troops available, 
together with some hastily assembled local 
European forces. The first reinforcements 
(Indian Expeditionary Force "C") reached 
Mombasa on 1st September, 1914. Another 
force (I.E.F. "B") sailed from India on 16th 
October, 1914, made a landing at Tanga on 
2nd November, but failed to make. good there 
and had to retire by sea on Mombasa. From 
then till February, 1916, operations were 
mainly defensive; the offensive not · being 
possible till the arrival of large forces from 
South Africa. General Smuts took over full 
command on 6th February, 1916, and his ad­
vance from Voi into the Kilimanjaro area be­
gan early in March. There were also advances 
from the N yasaland side under · General 
Northey (he had some South African arid 
Indian troops along with locally raised units) 
and by the Belgians in the Ruanda-Urundi 
area. 

By the end of the war there were, in addi­
tion to locally raised units, British Imperial 
troops, South Africans, Rhodesians, Indians, 
West African regiments, Belgian. and Portu­
guese troops. In the final phases the fighting 
was actually not in German East Africa but 
in Portuguese and N.E. Rhodesian territory. 

Forces having definite postal services of 
their own in operation were the Indian, Bel­
gian, Nyasaland and N. Rhodesian. I have not 
so far come across clear evidence of any 
postal units belonging to British, South Af­
rican or local East African forces, although 
it is possible that some of the marks recorded 
(with no definite indication of their source) 
belong to one or other of these groups. 

INDIAN ARMY POSTMARKS. 
(1) What are probably the most abundant 

army postmarks of the campaign are those 
of the numbered Indian Field Post Offices. 
These have been seen with dates ranging from 
!).12.15 to 6.8.18. As these post offices moved 
wi)th t:r-e army, an~ individual office may 
have been in a variety of different places 
from time to time. A few: can be located from 
other data on covers, etc., at. some date or 
other; such locations are very scanty, but the 
few recorded are given in the list in brackets 
aftlr the number. The following numbered 

(1) (3) 

(4) (5) 

F'.P.O.'s are known: 21, 23 (In Kenya and at 
Wilhelmsthal), 24, 25, 32, 34; 42, 51, 52. 71. 
73, 74, 202, 303, 304 (Tanga), 305. ~OR, 307. 
309, 320, 321, 322 (Zanzibar), 337, 338 ( Ki­
lossa), 343 (In Kenya and at Zanzibar and 
Dar-es-salaam), 348, 349 and 350 (Lindi). All 
ma~ks in black; ca:pcelling Kenya or I.E.F. 
stamps, on stampless covers, and as back­
stamps. 

(2) Some covers with these numbered 
F.P.O. marks also show a rubber stamp en­
dorsement in two lines reading I.E.F. "B" 
F.P.O. No. 302 (or whatever the number of 
the particular office was) / POSTAGE­
FREE. This mark may be on the same side 
as the postmark or on the other side of the 
cover; it has not been seen apart from the 
numbered F.P.O. mark. Also always j:q black, 
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except in one inst~nce when a No. 25 is in 
violet, although the F.P.O. rnark itself is in 
black. 

(3) and (4) Base office B/1.E.F. Two 
slightly different types of marks. Known 
used, apparently contemporaneously, between 
the dates as shown. 

(5) Base Office C. On Kenya stamps, date 
as shown, i.e., soon after arrival of Force 
"C" at Mombasa. 

NY ASALAND FORCE POSTMARKS. 
( 6) N yasaland F .F. This squared circle 

type is recorded by Mr. Jaggers with F F 
only (no number). The numbered offices seen 
are FF2 and FF3. 

As the tracing shows, NY ASALAND is 
s-et rather lop-sidedly on the mark. Dates 1 
Nov. to 3 Aug. 18. 

(6) (8) 

A special use of FF2 is _recorded, and, as 
the story is not very well known, it may be 
repeated here. 

In July and August, 1918, operations were 
mainly in Portuguese East African territory. 
A British force was using Mtangula, a Por­
tuguese port on the eastern shore oi' .Lake 
Nyasa as a base; they wanted stamps but 
the Portuguese authorities objected to the use 
a,f British Nyasaland etamps in their terri­
tory. A compromise was reached by the Chefe 
de Counselho at Mtangula allowing the Field 
Postmaster of the British force to frank <? 
cancel or overprint) Portuguese, Nyassaland 
stamps with the cancelling stamp of the N:y­
asaland FF2 office and these stamps were 
then placed on sale in the Mtangula dvil post 
office. 

The stamps so treated a.re said to number 
2,484 in all, being 207 of each of the twelve 
denominations, 2ir to 500r, of the 1911 issue 
of Portuguese Nyassaland (Pictorials with 
the diagonal overprint REPUBLICA in red. 
S.G. Nos. 53-64). 

I have not seen specimens used on cover 
and 'cannot say whether they received any 
further· cancellation when used. This informa­
tion is necessary to determine whether to re­
gard this occurrence as simply overprinting, 
or as pre-cancelling, or perhaps as both. I have 
these stamps with dates (in the FF2 opt.) 
15 and 22 July and 3 August, 1918. 

(7) A similar squared circle mark but, in~ 
stead of "Nyasaland" at the top there is .FPO 

No . . . Nos. 1 and 6 are known. Dates Sep. 
7, 16 and 24 Mar. 17. · 

(8) Of this type Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4 are 
knowu. Marks usually i,n black, but No. 2 
has been seen in violet. Dates Jan. to Apr., 
1917. · 

( 9) Nos. 5. 7, 8 and 9 · are known of this 
type. No. 9 has been located at Zomba at one 
period. Dates Apr., 1917 to Dec., 1918. 

(9) (10) 

N. Rhodesia. 
(10) Nos. 1 and 2 are known of this mark, 

with dates from Dec., 1915, to S_ept., 19~; 
Then I hav,e one whose number is ,not dis­
cernible on G.E.A. .stamps and the very 
late date of 26th Oct., 1920. 
Belgian Congo. · . 

( 11) Nos. I and 15 have been seen of this 
type ( obviously this is a rner:e sample _of the 
Belgian marks. I have no opportumty at 
present of looking up any other records of 

(11) 

them). The former is in blue, the latter in 
black. Dates Nov., 1916 and Oct., 1917. Both 
on stampl,ess covers, endorsed "Service 
Militaire'.' !ind M/S censoring by officers. 
. (12) Similar to No. 11, but with the letter­
~ng at the bottom and undeciperable word­
mg at the top. 

(13) Mr. Jagger reports an oval (probably 
rubber stamp) mark with "Est Africain/ 
Occupation Belg,e" around and "Office Postal/ 
Kigoma'' in the centre. 

Also:-
(14) The Ordinary (presumably German) 

Kigoma postmark endorsed "S.M." (pre­
sumably "Service Militaire"). 
Of Uncertain Origin. 

(15) Base Office E, Probably located at 
Mombasa, as it occurs ,on covers passed by 
the censor there. Dates Jan., 1915, to Mar., 
1916. 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

22 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. F.ebruary, 1944. 

(15) (16) 
(16) and (17) The t'wo following marks 

are probably British Army marks. They have 
been noted on envelopes from the area of 
the G.E.A. campaigill, but there is not c,on­
clusive proof that they were actually in use 
there. One has the wording shown; the 
other· recorded by Mr. Jaggers, is, of the 
same' type but reads at the top "Field Post 
Office," and below has "V5). 

(18) Mr. Jagge,rs records a mark, double 
lined circle with me11ely F P O at ,tl:e top 
and the date in two lines, 4 JU /17. This was 
probably fro~ the N yasaland side. 

(19) The following may not ~trictly_ ~e a 
postal cancellatio:i:i although it 1s d~fm1tely 
known cancelling Keyna stamps with the 
G.E.A. overprint; probably the use has been 
teleg:raphic. It is a large circular rubber 
stamp mark 45 mm. in diameter, ARMY 
SIGNALS top and bottom and, across the 
centre between bars, the letters KWA and 
the date 26 NO 20. The very late date and 
the source of the specimen rather suggests 
usage in Northern Rhodesia. ( See above, 
Mark No. 10). 

CENSOR'S MARKS. 
Most .soldiers' letters show a censorin¥" e~­

dorseme,nt in the, form! of an officer s 
signature. 

The following marks, rubber stamps, have 
been s,een either on civil corre,iwondence or 
on soldiws'· lietHenJ (with or without an 
officer's previous censoring). 

1. Mombasa.-(a) Double lined rectan,gle 
38 x 23 mm., . with fancy bevelled ~or:ners. 
"Passed by /Postal Censor/Mombasa m 8 
li,nes. In violet, 25 Ap. 1915. 

(b) Single line rectangle 42 .x 22 mm. 
Same wording as before; m gre,en 1 
July 1916. 

( c) Four straight lines, open at ends. Be­
tween the Enes "N.E/Postal Censor/ 
Mombasa." In a bluish green, Feb. and 
March, 1916. 

2. Kamp1ala.-As 1 (b) but lines wavy and 
Kampala i.n place of Mombasa: . 

3. Entebbe.-Like (·2) but with Entebbe m 
place, ,of Kamp.ala. 

4. N. Rhodesia .. -Re·ctangl,e 53 x 24 ll!m. 
with "Postage Free/Base .... N .. Rhodesia/ 
Passed by Censor" in 3 Imes. In violet. Have 
this. mark from Bases 1, 4 and 6. . 

5., Daressalaam.-(a) Doubl,e lined rect­
angle 44 x 28 mm. with "Pass,ed by /Postal 
Censor /Daressa1aam" in 3 lines, in faded 
black. 

(b) Si,ngle line rectangle 47 x 2_7 mm. Sa~e 
wording, but in smaller lettermg- and with 
a short line between Postal Censor and 
Daressalaam. Blue-black. 

6. Tanga.-Single line rectangle 44 x 22 
mm. with "Passed by/Posta] Gens.ar/Tanga" 
in 3 lines, in grey ... black. Have this cancelling 
a 6c Kenya stamp with G.E.A. overprint,. on 
cover. 

7. Beiria.-Double circle, 25 mm. diameter. 
Between the lines "PASSOU (5 more letters)/ 
CENSURA" with BEIRA across the centre. 
In purple. 

The following have no definite locatio.n in­
cluded in the marks themselves ;1 in the case 
of Nos. 9 and 10, there were apparently 
several ,of the same .type in use at different 
places: 

(8) ?Zomba. On a cover ;from Zomba ta-­
England. "Passed By/ Censor" in two lines, 
with small arrows opposite "Censor." In 
gteen,1 Jan., 1916. 

(9) A double circle mark, circles 25 mm. 
and 1H mm. in diameter. "Passed Censor" 
between the circles; a large "D" in the centre. 
In red,. purple or black. 

(10) Squares. of 27 mm. ,side•. Inside, in 
four lines "Passed by/ ( a crown)/ No. . . . 
/Censor." In red or purple. Have1 see1n 32.87, 
3322 and 3534. The first is, on a cover marked 
"On Active Service" with the Indian F.P.O. 
No. 321 postmark and a manuscript censor­
ing by an officer. The second has an M/S sig­
nature and a Nairobi civil post office can­
cellatfon across it. The third is. an interest­
ing one, on a German Field post cov.er with 
the postmark of Field post S.tation No. 3. It 
has a Schutztruppe cachet with "Durch 
Parlamentar" (Under Flag of Truce) in M/S 
across it. !The cover came in from the field 
to an addressee in Morogoro, which was then 
in Allied occupation. 

CENSORS' SEALS. 
(1) Nairobi. Printed in black on buff., 

coloured paper ca. 3~in. x 2iin. There is 
"Opened by Censor/Under/Martial Law" in 
a box 3Un. x Uin. In small type outside the 
box is the printer's name, viz., ".The Standard 
P. and P. Works, Nairobi. The seal is tied to 
the envelope by a mumber stamped in black, 

· 269,249. 
(2) Zanzibar. A pale mauve-coloured label 

4¼in. x 2iin· .. perforated on the lower lonJ;?," 
side., A box 2iHn. x 2in., with the same word­
ing as the Nair:obi seal. 

This cover is interesting be.ea use i.t came 
from Mafia, addressed to an Arab j,n Zanzi­
bar; it has the Zanzibar pmk. of 9 July, 1915. 
It has no stamps but is franked by the! Type 
2'. ove.rprint "G.R./Post/6 cents/Mafia"' (3 
mm. between G and R) supplied to thel Mafia 
authorities from Zanzibar in May, 1915. This 
type of franking has be1en recorded ~s. oc-, 
curring fo · an interval when supplies of 
stamps ran out. 

(3) Dare1s,siala.al!l· On cov,er a~?ressed 
3

• in 
Ambic from Mafia. Buff label 42m. x 2sm. 
with a 3/16in. wide black line iin. friom tpe 
left margin. Has "Opened/Under/Ma:ctial 
Law" printed 01n it. Postmark date 16 Nov. 
1916. The cover has an ordinary I.E.F. la 
stamp, although at that date Mafia stamps 
with italic ,overprint were supposed to be on 
issue. 
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"Covers the World" 

• Tercentenaries­
and other Grand Sets 

ANTIGUA TERCENT. NEWF'DLAND 1913 
£15 0 0 £1 5 0 

BAHAMAS TERCENT, tNATAL S.G. 5. Full 
£4 0 margins, finely em• 

BARBADOES bossed .£25 0 0 
Victory £3 10 0 NIGERIA .£1 G.V. used 

£5 0 0 BECHUANALAND 
S.G. 63, broken P 

£7 0 
S1.'. KITTS (cent.) to 

0 2/6 .£5 10 0 
O RHODESIA S.G. 12 Regent No. 89 10 

BERMUDA 
1920-21 £5 10 

BRITISH GUIANA 
Q SIERRA LEOJ~O c

0
ent~ 

(except £1) £18 10 0 
SUDAN-GORDON CENT. £2 0 0 

BR. SOMALILAND 
1938 £8 0 0 

tCANADA S.G. 22a 
superb used with extra 
fine margins £60 O 0 

CANADA 1897 dollar 
values compl. £22' 10 0 

tCAPE WOODBLOCK 
used on cover £50 0 0 
CAYMANS CENT. 

£20 0 
FALKLANDS CENT. 

(except £1) £20 0 O 
tGREAT BRITAIN 

p.a. £1 £1 10 0 
tS.G. 177a £10 10 O 

JUBILEE compl. 
£35 0 0 

MONTSERRAT CENT. 
£12 10 0 

tNATAL S.G. 171 ver­
tical pair pmk 17 July, 
1911 £25 0 0 

£6 10 0 
RHODESIA 166a 

£6 0 0 
S.W.A. 

tl3 hor. pr, £8 0 0 
t26 block £7 10 O 
t27 vert. pr. £17 10 0 

2 "Afrika" over 
"South West" 
block £40 0 O 

tSOUTH AFRICA 
1925 mint £1 5 0 

used £1 12 6 
cover £2 0 0 

26.10.18 p.c. "Make 
Your Sixpence Fly'' 

Blue Wing on Red 
Cross £4 10 0 

1925 Air mint £1 5 0 
used £1 12 6 
cover £2 0 O 

tS.G.107 Block £15 0 O 

(Note.-In November, a specimen of Canada 
S.G. 22a, described merely as "fine," fetched 

200 dollars at Harmer Rooke's auction) 
tindicates used, otherwise mint. 

Offers subject to being unsold and subject to 
price changes. E. & O.E. Postage Extra. 

WE WANT TO BUY-
OLD AND MODERN COLLECTIONS, 
SINGLE RARITIES AND ERRORS, 
DUPLICATES & OFFICE MIXTURES. 

Cash on Acceptance of· Offer, 

E. M. LACY 
Bankers: Telegrams: Globephil, 

Barclays. Telephone: 2-4657. 

( Globe Postage Stamp Company) 
117 LONGMARKET STREET, 

CAPE TOWN. 

WANTED 

• 
ALBANIA. 

S.G. Nos: 2.4, 25, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 
88, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 111, 112, 
113a, 117, 119, 120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 
126, 127, 128, 157, 158, 159, 160, 231, 
238, 239, 247, 274, 275, 276, D5, D6, D9. 

. ARMENIA. 

79, 180, 181, 182, 183, 184, 185, 186, 
187, 188, 189, 190, 191, 192, 193, 194, 
195, 196, 197, 198, 198a, 200. 

BELGIUM. 

361a, 391, 392, 393, 334, 335, 336, 337, · 
338, 339, 340, 341, 342, 343, 344, 345, 
346, •390, 511, 527, 530, 531, 558, 559, 
559a, 559b, 560, 560a, 561a, 562, 563, 
564, 565, 566, 567, 584, 585, 588, 591, 
592, 601, 607, 608, 622, 634, 637, 655a, 
670a, 670b, C9, C10, Gll, C12, C13, C14, 
C21, C22, C23, C24, C47, C49, G50, C60, 
C61, C66, G71, C77, C78, C79, C80, C82, 
C83, C84, C85, C86, C101, C106, G108, 
C109, Cll6, C121, C122, C123, C124, 
C125, C129, C130, C132, C133, C134, 
G135, C136, C137, C138, C139, C140, 
C141, C142, C143, C144, C145, C146, 
C153, D23, D36, N19, N22, N24, N25, 
N26, N27, N28, N29, N30, N3l, N32, 
N33, N34, N35, N36, N37, N38, N39. 

• 
One copy of each of above r,equired 

Mint for preference-. . 
50% cat. for well-centred Mint. 

One-third catalogue for fine used. 

Want list of other countri-es on 
application. 

E. HUNT 
Box 2437, JOHANNtESBURG 
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PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President, G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec., C. W. Shef­

field, P. 0. Box 88 ; ],teetings, Room 5, City Hall, 1st 
and •3rd Tuesdays. 

Although so near to the Christmas holidays, the 
attendance on December 21 was lar~e, 31 members 
and one visitor. 

The president welcomed into the Society two new 
members, Mr. Staanderrnacher and Mr. ·warren. Two 
new members were proposed. 

\Ve regret to annouu,ce that owing to illness the 
secretary, Mr. T Sheffield, was unable to attend, and 
all members wish him a speedy recovery. 

Mr. Deschamps vrns responsible for the evening 
and displayed 233 pages of his general collection. 

l<'rom February, the Society will meet twice a 
month, the first and third Tuesdays, as the member­
ship has grown so large, i't is impossible to get 
through the business in one evening. 

l\Ir. Forbes wished all members compliments of 
the season, and after giving Mr. Deschamps a vote 
of thanks the meeting cJosed at 9.30 p.m. 

+ L.E.C. 

CAPE TOWN PHIJ,ATJ,;LIC SOCIBTY 
President, K. Alexander; Hon. Secretary, S. Kag­

anson, 16 Military Road, 'l'amboer's Kloof, Cape 
Town; Meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Thurs­
days of the month at Medical House, 35 ·wale Street, 
Cape Town, at 7.30 p.m. 

December 23, 1943.-Owing to a little misunder­
standing, the Medical Hall was not available for 
this evening's meeting; our secretary, however, rose 
to the oc,~aston: and very quickly secured tbe Board 
Room of the Guardian Savings Bank, to which mem­
bers adjourned. 

The display for the evening, by Mr. W. L, Ash­
mead, was a varied collection of stamps depicting 
animals, vehicles, etc.; it was so:mewhat marred by 
the smallness of table space, which necessitated the 
stamps being set out twi.ce. It would be quite im­
practicable to give details of the many items ex­
hibited. 

'l'he Australian Silver Jubilee issue of 1935, de­
picting King George V on horseback, looked very 
effective in blocks of four. Another item which seemed 
to attract attention was a sheet with some "Lubeck 
Locals" sho,ving the design of the American "Pony 
Express·." 

January 13, 194-4.-Another "Bourse" was ar­
ranged for members this evening : it proved as suc­
cessful as any previously held-many fine items were 
offered, spirited competition vrns evoked, and good 
pri'ces realised. During- the evening the secretary 
handed out about 70 ··badges for admission to the 
"Liberty Cavalcade" to those members who wished 
one for the Cavalcade week. '..rhe Society is going all 
out to make their effort a biig one, and it will not 
be surprising if we top the £500 mark. 

+ W.A. 

PHILATELIC SOCI11JTY OF JOHANNESBURG. 
President, F .. T. H. Lang; Hon. Secretary, L. 

Buchen, Box 4967, Johannesburg: Meetings, 2nd 
Tuesdays, Public Library, Johannesburg, 8 p.m. 

At the January meeting, the programme was pro­
vided by visitors from the Pretoria Phila felk Society 
under the chairmanship of Dr. Broughton, l\Ir. Bas­
den being unfortunately unable to attend through ill­
bealth. 

The Pretoria exhibitors "·ere said to be begin­
ners; the feeling of the Johannesburg Society at the 
close of the evening was that if there are many more 
beginners like th.ose we listened to, ,ve need have no 
fears for the future of philately in South Africa. 

Mr. Ferguson opened with a paper on the Ocean 
Ii'loor post office· in the Bahamas. He first of all 
described in considerable detail the submarine cham­
ber and its telescopic entranc,-:e tube. used by the 
biological expedition to study and photograpl_i the 
life of the sea-bottom; he then ,vent on to detail the 
arrangements for a P<?S~ office in this cha~1ber, _and 
ended up with a..n exl11b1t of coYers from this umque 

pof~\. ~6~{e. Horne showed a beautifully mounted col­
lection of Egypt; it contained a very fair r~pre­
sentation of the early issues (these cannot be picked 

up at a moment's notice by beginners) and a very 
full assortment of the later issues. He included also 
a selection of the early locals (vulgarly known as 
beer-bottle labels) and of the Suez Canal stamps, both 
genuine and forged. 

Sergt. Oppenheim, normally a Johannesburg mem­
ber, but at present serving in the Pretoria area, 
followed with "straight" collections of Falkland 
and Cayman Islands. 

Finally l\fr. Wright brought the exhibit to a close 
with a very nice divet·sifded collection of locals from 
many lands. 

The evening closed with a snc'Cessful auction on 
behalf of war funds. 

During the eYening members heard with regret of 
the corning departure of 1he Rev. "'· Loxley-Chamings 

· fronl! the city. During; his term here he has beeµ a 
very active member, but as he is only going as far 
off as Klerksdorp it is hoped that he will still be 
able to keep in touch "·ith us. 

+ L.B. 

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIE'l'Y. 
President, A. E. Basden; Hon. Secretary, H. A. 

Wager, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mon­
days, 8 p.m., Technical College. 

January 3.-Dr. Broughton in the chair. l\fr. 
Hawke read an article on the Rhodesian early mails 
and one on advice to investors. 

Short Papers. Dr. Broughton showed some inter­
esting specimen stamps. He pointed out how speci­
men c;ould be found on stamps that had for some 
reason never been issued. Mr. Ferguson read a paper 
on the undersea P.O. at Nassau in the Bahamas that 
had been -established in connection with an undersea 
scientific expedition. He showed some of the inter­
esting covers sent out from this P.O. l\Ir. Giova­
netti read a paper on some' aspects of philately. He 
rather deprecated the financial side in connection 
with the hobby. He thought that the hobby in it­
self with all its ramifications provided a sufficient 
and lasting', interest. Col. Horne gave a talk on the 
different ways in which collectors had been drawn 
into the hobby and described his. own experiences. 
He. suggested a debate on the advi1ce that should be 
given to beginners as to the way in which to start 
collecting. · 

l\Ir. Wright showed a lot of interesting sheets 
from different countries. 

J"anujtry 17.-Mr. Hawke in the chair. _He read 
some philatelic extracts and Mr. Oppenhenn some 
philatelic notes. 

Mr. Beyers read a paper on the later Commem­
oratives of France. He commented on the excellence 
of the work in reproduction. He picked out some of 
the more striking anl interesting stamps and gave 
a description of the designs depicted on the stamps. 
'..rhese were mostly historical and he pointed out that 
a study of these stamps led into a very wide surv.-:J' 
of ])'rench history. Mr. Beyers was thanked for his 
paper, the speakers being Mr. Oppenheim and the 
t:h

~~~¥W~tson showed a fine lot of sheets of mint 
stamps. 

+ 
TRANSVAAL £5 VARIETY. 

Mr. A. Lichtenstein, Bloemfontein, writes: 
"It is gratifying to note the interest shown 
by U.S.A. colle~tors in issue~ of Southe_rn 
A.frica. The variety recorded m your last is­
sue, however, is known (although I do not 
know where it is actually recorded, if at all). 
It occurs on stamp No. 1 of row 5. Another 
even more striking plate variety of the 1892 
£5 stamp occurs on stamp No. 2 of row 2-
the A of AFR having no cross-bar, or, in 
other words, looking Hke an inverted V. 
Naturally the same varieties can be found in 
the V.R.I. overprints. 

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS 
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'LOCO-BUSTI NG' 
puts us on the spot! 

No country can exist as a civilised community unless 
rail and road transport can continually mov,e goods be­
twe·en ports and interior, between farms and towns. 

In war, as in peace, transport is vital and railway 
locomotives, as well as the factories that make them, be­
come the inevitable targets for destruction. 

When the war is over it is certain that damage to 
rail communications overseas will have to be made good 
before a single new locomotive can be sent to South Africa. 

There are two methods of "loco-busting." Through 
our war effort, we have played no small part in holding 
off the one. We are taking every precaution that fore­
sight demands to avoid the other ... destruction through 
excessive strain. A locomotive is a machine, working 
under powerful stresses. Service and repairs can prolong 
life, but not indefinitely. We must conserve engine 
power, since there is no hope· of early replaciement, and we 
can only conserve it by cutting down the number of pas­
senger trains, even if, in doing so, a great many travellers 
are inconv,enienced. There is no alternative. 

Goods and military passengers have priority because 
the nation must live and be defended. Apart from that 
proviso we do not deny your right to travel, whether for 
business or for holidays, up to our limited capacity to 
carry you, but we do urge you, in your own interests, not 
to travel unless you consider it to be absolutely necessary. 

DO NOT TRAVEL UNLESS YOU MUST 

South African Railways 

iii 

½ Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News A@.!lU, 
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Following on the information given in our 
is~ue of December, 19,13, here are notes sup~ 
phed by the P.O. Publicitv Department in 
resp~ct of print~ngs of postage stamps, et-c., 
carried out durmg the period 9th October, 
1943, to 8th J anuarv, 1944, both dates 
inclusive. ~ 
(a) War Postags Stamps. 

ld.-J ob No. 1,777, 82,000 sheets of 360 
stamps each delivered subsequently to 
21.10.43, on an order for 250,000. 
Cylinde,r 6,922, as before. 

ls. 3d.--J ob No. 6,221, 5,300 sheets o:i 
240 stamps each delivered on 9.12.43. 
Cylinder 37, as before. 

(b) Postage Due Stamps. 
ld.-J ob No. 4,898. 12,000 sheets x 60 

(Full sheets 360), delivered 9.12.43. 
€ylinder 50, as before. 

(c) Active Service Letter Cards. 
3d.-J ob No. 3,032. 1,560,000 delivered 

subseque:qtly to 14.10.43 on an order 
for 5,000,000. Cylinder 59, as before. 

( d) Pictorial Inland Postcards. 
ld.-J ob No. 3,036. 289,920 delivered 

subsequently to 7.12.43 on an order for 
2,000,000. Cylinders 86 (stamps) and 
87 (Pictures) , as before. 

(e) Overprinted S.W.A. 
Sheets supplied by the P.M.G. 
ls. 3d.-Job No. 32,758. 500 sheets of 

240 stamps. Delivered 9.12.43, old 
form. 

3d.-Job No. 32,237. 1,000 sheets of 360 
stamps. Delivered 9.11.43, old form. 

ls.-Job No. 32,238. 1,000 sheets of 240 
stamps. Delivered 9.11.43, old form. 

(Stated by the Government Printer, cor­
rectly from his point of view, to be over­
printed · from an old form, inasmuch as the 
form had been used for overprinting other 
denominations previously. From a philatelic 
point of view, ho\vever, it was a new form 

in so far as the ls. stamps were concerned. 
In oth~r words, this batch of 1,000 sheets 
represents the stamps recorded in our Feb­
ruary issue with the S. W .A. in small letters. 
-Ed.) 

VARIETIES. 
Mr. A. Lichtenstein, of Bloemfontein, writes 

that the variety noted in our January issue 
( ld. large war stamp with " U " of SUID 
vertically joined with the " I " below it) occurs 
regularly on stamp No. 9 of Row 3 .. 

In the bantam 2d. he notes what might be 
called the "half-crown" variety. On stamps 
No. 1 of Row 19 the left-hand figure of value 
looks more like 2s. 6d. than 2d. 

A note in Starnp Collecting reports what 
may be a worn plate production in the ban­
tam id. A pair from the right-hand edge of 
the sheet shows the top right-hand corner 
shading beside the words "Postage-Revenue" 
almost entirely lacking. On the right-hand 
stamp of the pair also, all shading above the 
value tablet and inscription is missing~ Have 
any local readers noticed anything like this? 
S.W.A. Overprint Varieties. 

Mr. Jack Shepherd of Brakpan reports that 
the " No crossbar to A" on the ls. 3d. stamp 
is constant and is on stamp 8 in the 16th row. 
He also states that another minor constant 
variety is to be found on stamp 6 in the 20th 
row, viz., a "solid A." 

Mr. A. Lichtenstein of Bloemfontein con­
firms these two findings and adds No. 2 in the 
20th row as another " solid A." 

He also adds that the ls. 3d. stamps them- ' 
selves show the following minor printing de­
fects: (a) stroke of "H" in SOUTH pro­
longed to left in stamp 2 of row 3; (b) Lower 
part of " H " in SOUTH " solid ". in stamp 3 
of row 4; ( c) A large flaw covering the (<id-A" 
of Suid-,Afrika in stamp 6 of row 8, 'Presum­
ably these occur in both the Union stamps and 
those overprinted with S.W.A, 

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~•·····················"'''''''' 

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS 
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KENYA. 
Mr. W. Tunstall writes: "You make men­

tion in your December issue about requests 
for relaxing regulations about export of 
stamps from this territory. ActuaHy they 
are being made worse; up to a short time 
ago one could send stamps to Britain and 
to one or two other countries, now they 
cannot be sent anywhere." · 

He further reports havi;ng received from 
Pretoria last November, an air mail cover 
which had 'a ls. revenue stamp as part of its 
franking. A friend received a similar one 
about the same time. We can learn of no 
authorization of such usage-it may be a 
little bit of philatelic horseplay which has 
escaped the official eye, but it is curious that 
it should have happened almost simultaneously 
on two covers, from and to different people. 

The 5s. is now reported to have appeared 
perf. 14; this leaves only the 3s. and the 15c. 
to come in this form. 

BRITISH COLONIALS: 
Fine selection always on hand at one­
third catalogue. Send your want lists. 
Larg,e selection of packets, of Br. 
Africans: 50 for 2/6; 100 for 6/-; 150 

for 9/-. 
Airmails: 10 for 6d.; 15 for 9d.; 

Br. Col,onials: 150 for 2/-. 
Cash with order. 
J. CHAMBERS, 

50, Parliiament St., P,ort Elizabe1~h. 

RHODESIA 
In the November number of the London 

Philatelist, Mr. H. C. Dunn has commenced 
with some addenda to his "Romance of the 
Posts of Rhodesia "; he hopes it will be pos­
sible to have these included in their proper 
place in his book of that name which was 
destroyed in the raids on Plymouth. The 
present addenda add some fresh information 
about the earliest missionary postmasters 
( 1888), the arson at Bulawayo post-office in 
1895 and the arrival of the first train at 
Bulawayo in 1897. 

INDIA.;N PHILATELIC BUREAU. 
The Indian Post and Telegraph Depart­

ment has established a Philatelic Bureau for 
the convenience of philatelists. Supplies from 
it will be strictly limited to the current 
issues of British lndian postage stamps, but 
including " Service" stamps. The address is 
"The Presidency Postmaster, Indian Phila.:. 
telic Bureau, G.P.O., Bombay, India." 

CAPE TRIANGULARS wanted, highest 
prices paid for fine copies, singles, 
pairs, block~, fiscally cancelled copies, 

etc.· 

Send particulars to: 

THIELE, 455 West Street, DURBAN. 

LINN'S WEEKLY ST AMP NEWS. 
The wrappers of the two latest numbers 

of this publication to arrive here bore, in 
addition to the He. U.S.A. stamp pre-cancelled 
Sidney, Ohio, a ic. Canada excise stamp 
which was not cancelled in any way. It is 
wondered if this indicates some new routing 
of mails, or if it is merely a philatelic joke 
on someone's part. 

SPECIAL OF~ERS FREE FRENCH 
STAMPS. 

Complete sets of 66 overprinted 
A.E.F. sta>mps (London price £55) .. £20 0 0 
4cm. black overprint (London price 
(£4) . ,' . ,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 0 0 
2Fr. 25 black overprint (London price 
10/-) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 0 6 0 
20Fr. black overprint O 12 0 
le., 2c., 3c., 10c. black overprint 
(the four) 0 3 0 
Red Cross A:,E.'F. '3i ;~Ju~~ 10 0 0 
Resistance and Liberation, complete I 
sets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 0 0 
Valmy of Cameroun, complete set 6 0 0 

NET AND CASH WITH ORDER. 

MARCEL H. JANSSENS, P.O. Box 43, 
LEOPOLDVILL.E (Belgian Congo). 

!J111111111,111lllllllllllllllllllllllltlllllllllllltlllllllllll~lllllllllllllllllllllllllltllllllltltllln1111111t llllllllllllllllllttllllllltllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllltllll!I 

Collectors of REALLY FIN1E BRITISH COLONIAtS 
should get into touch with me AT ON(E 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 
AF'RICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
(In approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue prfoe. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England 
fi1 ....................... 11MU ... u ... 1111at1UIIHIHIHHIIIIIH .................................. , .... u1111u ................................................................................ 1,11111i 
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British Empire Collections Vtlanted 
. We wish to purchase collecti,o,ns of British Empire Stamps, mint and/or used, 
m · goo<l to fine condition. Specialised collections of in<lividual countries or groups 
or strai_g-htforwar<l general collections are all equally welcome. Individual sets. of any 
ohsol.eite issues and odd lots also wanted. A.ny British Africans particularly 'wanted. 

. W~ believe that the greatest satisfaction results when t4e seller states the 
lowest price which he is prepared to accept and the buyer accepts it without argu­
ment, but we are no.t ashamed to make offers. We know that all dealers say that 
they pay the highest prices, but please be~r in mind that our flirm owes its eon­
tinue<l existence and good name to its honest treatme,nt of both buyers .and s,ellers 
0ver a perio<l of many: years. Good prices are ohtainabLe to-day for stamps in go,od 
condition and we are prepared to pay good prices. 

No matter what the price is for anything that we buy, whether 
it be .£10 or £10,000 or more, we pay cash in full immediately 

deals are concluded. 
Prospective sellers should first send as full details as possible of stamps for sale. 

For our overseas expo·rt trad<ii w.e also buy used curre,nt and recent stamps of 
any African countries, preferably in large quantities. List of buying prices on 
request. 

ROBERTSON STAMP CO. {PTY.), LTD. 
P.O. BOX 5826. JOHANNESBURG. 

Office Address: 20, 1st Floor, Old Arcade Bnildilljgs, 100, Ma11ket Street. 
Tel,ephones: Diay 33-1454, Night 32-5265. Bankers: Barclay''s, Natal Bank, 

JOHANNESBURG. 
(Former Pub]jshers of the "S . .A. Philatelist") 

Superb Selection 
Stamps and 

of Postage 
Covers 

Mint .Tuhilee an<l Cornnation, Numerous rarities, Air Mail and Other Cov,ers, 
SJ,ecialists' items, long. sets and individual lots in.eluding South'. Africa, South West 
A."'rica, Cape, Nata~, O.F.R., Tra,nsvaal, Great Hritain, European Countries, British 
Golonials, United Sta~es (old issues), etc., loose lots, -slightly used albums, stock 

books, etc. 

CATALOGUES ON REQUEST-POSTAL BLDS ACCEPTED-TERMS: CASH 

1TO BE SOLD BY PUBLIC AUCTION 

at. THE MART, 4 NEW STREE.T SOUTH, .JOHANNE8RURG, 

ON WEDNESDAY, THE 22nd MARCH, at 1 p.m. 

J. C. BURCHMORE Lil\1ITED 
Auctioneers and Sworn Apprais.ers. 

Telephones 33-13247 /8/9, Telegrams: "Proven." 

4 New Str1eet South (off Rissik Street), .JOHANNESBURG 

27 

I 
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l""""':"'"""""""'"'""~?.i:~IE~'~~I~:·:~:!i~~~!'S""'""""'"""""'":"'""'l 
§ By NOEL ROBERTS. 
~11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111_1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,,1;,,,1111111111111111111111. 

The Mount Currie Express is an exceed­
ingly rare stamp-more rare, indeed, than 
the Cape Triangular "Wood-blocks "-and 
yet little interest has been shewn in it by 
collectors, even in South Africa, the home 
of its birth. Many philatelists explain this 
apathy by saying that the "Mount Currie 
Express " was only a " local " stamp, and is 
therefore not included in orthodox collections 
of authentic Postage Stamps. This, however, 
cannot be the true reason, for many "local" 
stamps are eagerly sought after, and ·prized, 
even by the most discriminating collectors. 
Who, for example, would ban the Z.A.R. 
stamps of J eppe's day from a Transvaal col­
lection? And yet these early republican 
issues were " locals " in exactly the same 
degree that the " Mount Currie Express " 
stamps were. They were valid only within 
the Transvaal, and all letters from the 
Republic to the Cape had to be franked with 
Cape of Good Hope stamps before they 
would be handled by the Cape Post Offices. 
You have only to read Curle and Basden's 
description of the .Transvaal, and the evolu­
tion of the postal system under J eppe, and 
compare it with Dower's account of Nieuw 
Griqualand, and the solution of postal prob­
lems by Darby's " Mount Currie Express " 
service, to see the obvious parallel. Walker 
(History of S.A., p. 369), in describing the 
financial straits of the S.A. Republic in the 
" Seventies," wrote: " The Postmaster 
General took his salary in stamps and the 
~urveyor-General in land, the other civi1 ser­
vants went without, and the neighbouring 
colonies had to finance the Transvaal mail 
contractor." In other words, the " Otto " 
stamps were really privately issued by Jeppe, 
with the sanction of President Burger's 
Government, just as the " Mount Currie 
Express " stamps were privately issued by 
Darby, with the sanction of Adam Kok's 
Government. 

There are some who blame the bigger 
dealers for this indifference. They issue 
catalogues, and create interest in particular 
issues by their propaganda, but the " Mount 
Currie Express " stamp is not even men­
tioned. 

There may be just an element of. truth 
in this, but the charge is hardly a fair one. 
Dealers who secured stocks of (say) New 
Republic, Stellaland, or Pietersburg stamps 
1mturally advertised them for sale, and thus 
arousen public interest in them. But the 

very existence of the "Mount Currie Express" 
stamp. was unknow~ to collectors until years 
after 1t had been m use, and contemporary 
dealers could hardly be blamed for not listing 
stamps in their catalogues, when they them­
selves knew nothing about them. The stamp 
was not chronicled in the Philatelic Reco.rd 
in London until 1884-twelve years after it 
was issued. Even then it was so rare that 
nothing further was heard about it until 
1889, when information reached the ears .of 
Mr. Emil Tamsen of Nylstroom, of the dis­
covery of a number of these stamps among 
the papers in a deceased estate in Kokstad. 
He promptly bought the lot, and set to work 
to gather information about them. The 
results of his enquiries were published in the 
Philatelic Record in' 1890, and reprinted in 
the Philatelic Society's book "Africa," in 
1900. If it had not been for Mr. Tamsen, 
it is probable that the " Mount Currie Ex­
press " stamp would have been forgotten by 
this time, for, in spite of the fact that it 
had been mentioned in Lockyear's Handbook 
of Colonial Starnps, and that it was listed 
by Stanley Gibbons in The Local Postage 
Stamps of the Wo.rld in 1899, no further 
lvght has been th1·own on its history during 
the past forty yealf',s. In fact, the "Mount 
Currie Express" stamp is so :rare that, apart 
from the famous strip of four in the Tapling 
Collection in the British Museum, and a few 
privately-owned specimens, it is still prac­
tically unknown to collectors. Furthermore, 
not a single post.ally used specimen-on cover, 
or solo-has yet been recorded. 

So far from blaming cataloguists for this 
omission, therefore, they deserve high com­
mendation for their caution in refusing to 
publicise an issue of whose history so little 
was known, and whose claim to he a genuine 
postage st~mp had not been fully established. 

The recent growth of interest in "hand­
struck" stamps, and pre-stamp covers, how­
ever, has led an increasing number of 
philatelists to turn their attention to local 
1ssues, and the . " Mount Currie Express " 
stamp is now being featured in the Regent 
and Hurt and Willia-ms Catalogues. 

Now after the lapse of seventy years, new 
light 1{as been thrown on the history of the 
stamp, which leads us to the conclus10n th.at, 
after all, it is, in reality a treasure of -che 
first order. 
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"MOUNT CURRIE." 
One of the first questions asked by the 

stranger who has never seen the stamp be­
fore, is: " Where is Mount Currie?" It is 
the name of a mountain peak, and also of a 
Postal District in the Cape Province; but 
the "Mount Currie" of the . stamp refers 
specifically to the original "Hoofstad" of 
A<lam Kok, Chief of the Griquas, who lived 
there for . ten years before the foundation of 
the present town of Kokstad. It ceased to 
exist iJn 187 4, but the site is still marked on 
Government maps as " The Laager." The 
territory was officially called " Nieuw Griqua­
land," but the older name of " No Man's 
Land " continued in common use until it was 
finally annexed by the Cape Colony in 1877, 
when it was renamed "Griqualand East." 

"laager," • surrounded by mud-walled, grass­
roofed " pondokkies," which they named after 
Sir Walter Currie. 

Nieuw Griqualand was recognized by the 
British Government as " an independant 
sovereign State," until 187 4. Theal says: 
" They had never received protection, or been 
in any way interfered with." (Hist. V. 185). 
When Adam Kok applied to Sir Philip Wood­
house for the appointment of a High Com­
missioner " he was told to manage as best 
he could, he would not be interfered with "; 
and when he visited the Governor at the 
Cape in 1868, he was told that he was " en­
tirely independant of the (Cape) Govern­
ment.'' It was not till February, 1875, that 
the GriQuas were accepted as British sub­
jects. The territory was finally annexed to 

Mount Currie Laager in 1870.* 

Most of our knowledge of "Nieuw Griqua­
land" is derived from a book entitled"Early 
Annals af Koksta.d and Griqualand East," by 
the Rev. William Dower, who was· appointed 
as official " predikant '' to the Griquas, by 
Adam Kok, in 1869-a rare, but exceedingly 
valuable record of the history of those times. 

The " Mount Currie" Griquas were des­
cendants of the Philippol1s clan which had 
achieved notoriety in Britain and America in 
1823 by going to the rescue of Robert Moffatt 
when Kuruman was threatened with anni­
hilation by the Mantatees. Shortly before the 
discovery of diamonds in Griqualand West, 
and the settlement of rival claims to owner­
ship, the British Government offered the 
Griquas asylum in " No Man's Land" on the 
western borders of Natal. A suitable site for 
establishing a new home was pointed out by 
Sir Walter Currie to a Commission sent to 
inspect the country. The offer was accepted, 
and about 2,000 of these " coloured " people, 
under the leadership of Adam Kok III, left 
Philippolis in 1861 and reached their destina­
tion on the southern slopes of "Mount Fifty" 
in 1863. Here they built an imposing 
"'From Dower's ''Anua·ts." 

the Cape Colony by Act No. 38, 1877, aftG:::.­
Adam Kok's death.i. 

During the period under review, therefore, 
Adam Kok (who, as we shall see later, granted 
the postal monopoly to Mr. Darby), w.as the 
unquestioned ruler of Nieuw Griqualand. He 
presided over the " Raad," made treaties, 
negotiated exchange of territory with Natal, 
and ratified boundaries. Official documents 
were sealed with the country's Co.at of Arms. 
Paper money w_as actually printed-but was 
never put in circulation. The Government 
engaged in war, tried and convicted criminals 
and executed men convicted of niurder. Rut 
Adam Kok retained the real power in his 
own hands. (Annals, p. 17.) 

Describing conditions of life at Mount 
Currie in 1870, Mr. Dower wrote:-" The 
nearest Post Office was Umzimkulu Drift, 
fifty miles away, from · whence we received 
letters and papers, once a month, if we chose 
to send for them. Regular post there was 
none." (Annals, p. 31.) 

About this time pressure was brought to 
bear on Adam Kok to inove his headquarters 
to a more convenient site, about three miles 
to the south-east, and, after the ground had 
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·Adam Kok III. 

been laid out by Mr. Dower and the Rev. 
W. Murray, the new township of Kokstad was 
formally proclaimed in 1871. Many of the 
Griquas, however, did not approve of having 
to move their homes-they were noted for 
procrastination--so the trans£ er was not 
completed until 187 4. 

(To be continued). 
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I WARNINGS ' 
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CEYLON. 
The Philatelic Magazine draws attention to 

a swindle being perpetrated on service men 
to whom are offered folders filled with Cey~ 
Ion stamps at fancy prices; 99 per cent. of 
the stamps are cleaned, repaired, damaged, 
previously used, bank-cancelled or perforated. 

GERMANY. 
Stamp Collecting reports that the great 

destruction of property in Germany has 
caused a rush of people wanting to put their 
capital into easily .transportable goods, and 
stamps are specially favoured. 

As a consequence, there has been a spate 
of forgeries of all sorts of stamps of any 
appreciable market value. So much so that 
the Government has opened an office in 
Berlin where stan1ps may be taken or sent 
to be tested for genuineness. 

Be wary, therefore, of any stamps emanat­
ing from Germany, not only of German issues 
but any stamps of international value and 
repute. British Colonial .£1 stamps are 
thought to be particularly affected. 

EGYPT. 
A correspondent. states he has recently seen 

a number of collections purchased by service 
men in Egypt and brought back here. These 
are all alike; attractively mounted in albums, 
with selections of Interpostals, old issues and 
modern pictorial sets. In his opinion the 
last-mentioned are probably all right, but he 
thinks a warning should be given about the 
interpostals and some,. at all events, of the 
older stamps-they look too good to be true. 

FREE FRENCH BATTLESHIP 
" RICHLIEU ." 

Stamps of Senegal overprinted " Par 
A vion/Batiment de Ligne/Richlieu," sup­
posed to be prepaid for the use of sailors of 
the "Richlieu" while that ship was at New . 
York for repairs, are being featured in some 
of the American philatelitic papers and they 
have also been mentioned in some British 
papers. 

Mr. S. G. Rich ldndly writes us by air to 
say that everything points to these being 
quite unauthorized and probably made by 
some unscrupulous dealer for his own profit. 
Although seen on covers and properly can­
celled, they certainly never franked any such 
covers for air post. 

RUSSIA - PICTORIALS 
26 <liff. large pict. 

used at .. 
Com memos, 1\)37/43 

43 cliff. larg.e pict. Commemos, 1933/43 

7/6 

used at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12/6 

54 cliff. large pict. Comme'mos, Hl14/43, 
incl. .1914 War Charity, etc. mint and 
used .at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15/6 

Russian Constituent Republics: 

(accoi·ding to latest news these may issue 
own stamr_is again.) 

25 Azerba,idjan (Baku Oilfields, etc.) cat. 
2·6/· at . . . . . . . . . . . ·. . . . . . ... 

12 Armenia 

16 Georgia 
price .. 

(Mt. Ai-amt, etc.) vrice .. 

(Stajin's counhy) cat. 11/10 

18 Transcaucasian Federation, cat. 6/-
vrice .. 

Nett, c.w.o., post free, 

their 

6/6 

2/G 

4/6 

2/6 

A11v1·0".al selections, with stamvs priced singly, 
avarlable, on request, against references. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 
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COLLECTORS' WANTS AND OFFERS 
(Twopence per word per insertion with minimum of 2/- per insertion) 

Seychcl les and Sierra Leone fine used 
copies wanted. Particularly Edward 
and Georg,e. High prices willingly 
paid. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes­
burg. 

Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarieties wanted by 

A. E. Basden, Box 288, Pretoria. 

Collections Wanted to Buy.-Old and 
Modern Collections, Single Rarities 
and Errors, Duplicates and Office 
Mixtures. 
Prompt cash on acceptance of off er: 

E. M. Lacy (Globe, Po.stage Stamp Co.), 
117 Longmarket Street, Gape Town. 

For Service, promptness and satisfac­
tion. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 
Phone 54-1692. 

If interested in S.A. Colonies or Union 
Mint Blocks, Postage- Dues, Officials, 
write to: 

E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom. 

New Hebrides: Fr,ee French. Complete 
set 17 mint-£11. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

( Concluded from page 36). 

exhibit on this subject, and as his paper will un­
doubtedly be published at length with illustrations 
from his exhibit of the stamps as well as his slides, 
suffice it to say here that al1 present felt that Rev. 
Roberts deserved the very high commendation and 
praise for the information he has unearthed and 
presented about these most interesting of all South 
African stamps. Whether as a result of his efforts 
the J\Iount Currie Express stamp ·will in dne course 
be classified as a " regular" official issue or not 

.remains to be seen, hut in. the minds of many present 
He,·. Roberts certainly proved his point in classifying· 
this issue as . being entitled to be considered as an 
official issue. Dr. .T. H. Harvey Pirie certainly 
expressed the views of all present in his vote of 
1 hanks to Rev. Roberts for hi.s very fine piece of 
philatelic resea1•ch and most interesting lecture and 
presentation. 

'l'here was no 1 irne for the usual monthly auction 
at this meeting and so all of the items put in fo1· 
au('tion in J,'ebruary ·will be offered at tl!e Mar('lt 
meeting. 

+ H.E.R. 

J<;A8'1' IU.XI> PHILATELIC SOCIE'l'Y. 
Pre8idenf:, Mr. Gutsche; Hon. Sec., E. N. Rigg, 

103 Kemston Avenue, Benoni; :Meetings, 3rd Tues­
days, 8 p.m .• Hotel Regent. Bencni. 

January nieeting.----At this meeting there was no 
fixed exhibit: members brought theii' albums and all 
had the pleasure of seeing various countries, from 
about 8 aHmnrn. There was also a competition: 
portions of stamps were shewn an(f the eountry and 
the Ynlue of the s1amp ha<l to be g·nesse<l. there were 
20 stamps in all_ ntl(l the total n11mher of p_oints 
were 40. This t·ompe1ition was won hy :\11', :-;hep~ 
herd with 24 pts., the1·e we1·e two memhe1·s ,Yith :?:-; 
pts. .\u an<'tion' sale was also held in aid of "·ar 
funds. 

Canada: Wanted collection and rare 
it.ems of high value. 

K A. Church, Box 112, Durban. 

Britain: Wanted Penny Blacks, all Line-
engraved, Embossed Surface printed 
and items of interest, highest prices 
paid for stamps in good condition. 
Collections or single items. 

Offers to· J.A. Bremner, Box 5041, 
Johannesburg. · 

Basutoland: Wanted covers, or stamps 
postmarked in Basutoland before 
1910. 

Harding, Box 108, Ladybrand. 

He~gian Congo: Wanted Single stamps 
or collection. 

E. A. Church, Box 112, Durban. 
Wan tied: Foreign African, all issues, 

se'lections to address below. Also 
Suda.n Palms 1, 3, 4 mils, 6, 8, 10 
piastres, good used. 

Morton, Box 328, Pietermaritzburg. 
Air Mai1 : Rare South African Air Mails 

wanted for Specialists collection. 
E. A. Church, Box 112, Durban. 
Coins and Medals wanted. Send offers 

to: 
Alec Kaplan, Box 132, Germiston. 

February ::\Ieeting.- -At th:s meeting we ha<] a Ycry 
good turn out. ::\lr. Jack Doyle, "·ho was ~eeret/1 ry 
before joining the forces, ,,-as in attendance, also 
:\Ir. Doyle (~en.). I<Jxhibits for this meeting ,\·ere 
]\Ir. Gillimore's collection of Australia'. whicl1 was 
very well written up, and starting from 191J there 
,.,-ere ver:j few vacant spaces. 

The second exhibit was J\Ir. Reckling's collection 
of Holland. This collection was also very ·well 
writ.ten up and ran from the Yery early issues up 
to the beginning of the present war. E.A.R. 

All types ·of stamps wanted in quantity, 
packets, singles, sets; especially 
Empire and Foreig.n Colonies, in ex­
change for Australasians. Permanent 
contacts also desired to supply and 
receive new issues. Basis wholesale 
or ... ? 

S. G. Walton. (Member A.P.T.A.), 
Canley Vale, N.S.W., Australia. 

TERRORS OF THE TRANSVAAL. 
Un'der this title the Rev. H. J. A. McKee 

has an article in the December 31st number 
of the Philatelic Magazine grouping together 
usefully the points necessary to determine the 
genuine and the fakes of the various print­
fogs of the first Z.A.R. His final bit of 
advice is that nobody should attempt to 
separate these issues if he finds it a bore, 
If he doesn't, these notes may help to make 
it easier for him. 
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The Gibbons' Catalogue assigns the gauge 

of 14 to the pictorial stamps in large format 
of the Union of. South Africa recess printed 
by Bradbury, Wilkinson and Co., Limited, 
namely, Nos. 34 to 39. Actually two gauges 
of perforation were utilised (a) 14 x 14 and 
(b) 14 x 13~. 

(a) Described in the Simenhoff Catalogue 
as the "First Setting," illustration 12, 
page 29. 

Under this category the sheets of stamps 
which consisted of two panels of 60 units 
each were perforated by a comb machine 
which operated horizontally across a sheet 
from left to right to the gauge of 14 x 14, 
and in many instances across horizontally 
from right to left. Pictured as working 
from left to right, a comb had one 
vertical row of 18 needles (the two apex 
needles included), and two horizontal rows 
of 21 needles ( each inclusive of the top and 
the bottom apex needles). 

(b) Described in the Simenhoff Catalogue 
as the "Second Setting,'' illustration 
13, page 29. 

under category (a) from the 14 x 14 machine. 
For example, a sheet of two panels of stamps 
was laid on the bed of the machine with the 
first vertical row of stamps horizontally 
nearest to the needles of the combs. The 
sheet then received progressively six descents 
of the combs of needles and thus perforated 
all sides of the stamps with the exception 
of the right--hand sides of the sixtl-i ""'1.·tical 
row. Simultaneously, the seventh descent of 
the combs perforated vertically the right­
hand sides of the sixth vertical row of the 
first panel and horizontally the gutter mar­
gin between the two panels and the first ver­
tical row of the second p1,1nel partly. The 
whole sheet was then retrograded and re­
ceived the eighth descent of the combs and 
thus perforated the left-han<l side of the 
first vertical row of the second panel and 
horizontally above and below the stantps, but 
not the right~hand sides. Portions of the 
margins above and below the stamps of t•he 
first vertical row of the second panel thus 
received penetrations of the combs from the 
seventh and eighth descents, thus (a) the 
seventh descent and (b) the eighth descent: 

(b) 1. ., :J. -J. ;;, G. 7. 8. !). HJ. 11. 12. 13. H. 1G. lG., etc. 

(a) l. 2. ~. 4. G. t.i. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. rn. 1--1. D. rn. 17. 18. rn. 20. 21. 
2. 

Vertieal •J, 

Row '±, (;utte,· 
(i To ;\largin 

h;t 1.,1. Between 
l'anel 1;;. l'anels 

Hi. 
17. 

•> 
4 
!"i 

'I'o 
rn 
](j 

17 
(18) 1. 

Vertical 
Row 

l 
2nd 

Panel 

., .:,, -1. :i. t.i. 7. 8. !J. 10. 11. l'' l~l. 1-1. ·1;-;. Hl., etc 

(18) 1. 2. 3. 4. G. G. 7. 8. !). 10. 11.12. 13. H, lii. Hi. 17. 18. 1!J. 20. 21. 

Under this category the sheets of stamps 
which consisted of four panels of 60 units 
each were perforated by a comb machine 
which operated vertically across a sheet 
bottom to top to the gauge of 14 x 13~, and 
in many instances from top to bottom. Pic­
tured as wgrking from bottom to top, a comb 
had two vertical rows of 17 needles 
(each inclusive of the left and the right 
bottom apex needles), and one horizontal row 
of 22 needles (the two apex needles in­
cluded). 

( c) Described in the Simenhof f Catalogue 
as "Oval perforations." 

Stamps in blocks of four or more may be 
found with complete horizontal oval perfor­
ations, the ovals in various sizes larger in 
area than the normal circular ones, and 
measuring to various gauges. Such stamps 
derive from sheets perforated as described 

Thus the horizontal oval perforation~ 
between pairs catalogued by Simenhoff on 
page 31 were caused by the eighth descent 
of needles1 Nos. 11 to 21 passing through the 
holes previously perforated by the seventh 
descent of needles Nos. 2 to 12 but with 
needles Nos. · 11 to 12 slightly out of align,­
ment enlarging the holes already made hy 
Nos. 2 to 12. The foregoing illustrates their 
causation where a sheet was perforated 
across from left to rigl).t. The precif,e re­
verse was obtained when a sheet was per-· 
forated across from right to left. 

The following is a list of the Union stamps 
overprinted, and perforated by:-
( a) 14 x 14 machine. 

Official •- Offisieel reading u·pwards 
without stops. 
2d. 1 nmm. between lines of overprint 

(S.G. 05). 
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2d. 19mm. between lii1es of overprint 
(S.G. 06). 

8outh-West Africa and Suidwes Afrika 
reading upwards. 
2d., 3d., ls., 2s. <id., 5s. and 10s. ( SG. 

49 to 54). 

S.W.A. 
2d., 3d., 4d., ls., 2s. 6d., 5s. and 10s. 

(SG. 60 to 67). 

Official S.W.A. and Offisieel S.W.A. 
(Gibbons' Type 03 and 04). 
2d. (S.G. 07). 

Official S.W.A. and Offisieel S.W.A. 
( Gibbons' Type 07 and 08). 
2d. (S.G. 011). 

(b) 14 x 13} Machine. 
Official - Offisieel reading upwards 

without stops. 
2d. 19mm. between lines of overprint 

(S.G. 06). 

S.W.A. 
2d., 3d., 4d., ls., 2s. Gd., 5s. and 10s. 

(SG. 60 to G7). 

Sheets perforated by the 14 x 14 machine 
. showed 7 additional holes on the top margin 
and 7 on the bottom margin of each panel, 
and the gutter margin between the panels 11 
horizontal rows. Sheets perforated by the 
14 x 13½ machine showed 11 additional holes 
on the right and left of each panel and the 
gutter margin without horizontal perfora­
tions. When the machine worked downwards 
across a sheet the top margins were blank 
whilst the bottom were traversed vertically. 
\Vhen the machine worked upwards across a 
sheet the bottom margins were blank and the 
top margins traversed vertically. The dif­
ferences of perforation may be easily dis­
cerned from blocks of four stamps by exam-
1ning the five perforation holes located near 
the four inner corners of the stamps as 
illustrated in the following sketch:-

It shows the approximate positions of the 
perforation holes nearest to the interst?ctions 
of the margins:-• 

"A" from a sheet perforated by the 14 x 14 
machine which worked across horizontal1y 
either from the left to the right or frorn the 
1·ight to the left. 

"B" from a sheet perforated by the 14 x 13½ 
machine which worked downwards vertically, 
and it will be observed that hole "b" was 
made by the 17th vertical needle of an imme­
diate prior descent and almost impinges on 
hole "B" made by the 1st vertical needle of 
the immediately subsequent descent. 

"C" from a sheet perforated by the 14 x 131 
inachine which worked upwards vertically, 
and it will be observed also that hole "c" was 
made by the 17th vertical needle of an imme­
diate descent and almost impinges on hole 
"C" made by the ls~ vertical needle of the 
immediately subsequent descent. Descents 
"C" in a direction inversive to descents " B." 

I have allocated stamps in my collection 
as fallows:-

"A" (Plate 1) "B" (Plate 2) 
2d. 2d. 
3d. 
4d. 

1/-
2/6 
5/-

10/-

3d. 
4d. 

1/-
2/6 
5/-

10/-

"C" (Plate 2) 
2d . 

4d. 
1/-

5/-
10/-

The 2d. inverted watermarks from Plate 
1 "A" and the 4d. inverted watermarks from 
Plate 2 " C." I have not so far seen the 3d. 
and 2s. 6d. from Plate 2 " C " and they 
must be extremely scarce in mint condition. 
The split "D" variety I have only seen in 
Plate 2 " C." I have pairs of the ls. demo­
mination with printers' imprints on the 
margins partly perforated upwards (Plate 2 
"C."). 
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EtYPT-POSTAGE PREPAID. 
Numbered postmarks, with the wording of 

the heading above, cancel stamps on most 
letters from forces in Egypt these days, amt 
have done so for some considerable time. 

Lieut. J. P. Shingler, serving in Egypt 
with U.D.F.I. (a Y.M.C.A. and Toe H Insti1 

tute) writes that these are definitely military 
postmarks in use throughout army post 
offices in Egypt. He further states that the 
Union Defence Force post offices in Egypt 
only use their own numbered cance)lers 
(A.P.O.-U-M.P.K.) for internal purposes. 

Actually this is not quite the case for they 
still -appear on most registered letters and 
on some, but not all, parcels coming to the 
Union from forces in Egypt. 

Presumably the same arrangement applies 
to the army post of fices of other forces in 
Eo-vpt as the numbers of these Eeyptian 
ca~cellers run at least as high as 138. 

There would appear to be truth in the 
suggestion made by Col. G. R. Crouch in a 
British paper some time ago, that these post­
marks represent some arrangement come to 
with the Egyptian Government whereby these 
cancellers take the place of the "Army Post" 
stamps of Egypt issued originally ~n 1936 
for British forces there and replacmg the 
seals previously used. In a rec@t issu~ of 
Stamp collecting it is stated th~t prec10us 
few used copies of the 3m. Kmg Farouk 
stamps are to be seen~ as they had a short 
life through the suspension of the arrange­
ment that they were used in the correspon­
dence of British troops. That ml;Y be,. b.ut 
there are quite a lot of the 10m., with Bnt_1sh 
Army P.O. marks of 1940 and 1941, floatrng 
around South Africa. 

E. BLUM 
P.O. BOX 1669 CAPE TOWN 

recmnmends his services to Dealers and Collectors 

alike ,for Selling and Buying stamps from all 

countries. Price List now ready and can be sent 

to al)I1licants free on demand. Collections and 

Aceumulati.ons bought for spot cash. Highest 

vrices paid. Established in South Afric·a since 

1930. Fir1-1t das8 references. 

NORWAY. 
During the_ past two years there have been 

a variety of stamps . issued in Nor way, some 
respccta blc, some not. Amongst the latter 
may be mentioned the stamps overprinted with 
a large "V," a barefaced attempt to annex 
the Allies' V for Victory; a charity stamp in 
aid of the Norwegian Legion, a so-called vol­
untary force for service against the Allies; 
and those with a head of Vidbun Quisling. 

The former category include a pictorial set 
commemorative of the historian Sturluson; a 
series honouring the memory of N ordraak the 
composer and one commemorating the centen­
ary of the birth of Edward Grieg. 

DUTCH WEST INDIES. 
Sets have been issued commemorating the 

birth in Canada last year of another Princess 
of the House of Nassau. Those for Curacao 
are of U, 2½, 6 and 10c denominations, and 
those of Surinam of 2}, n, 15 and 40c. The 
stamps have been printed by Bradbury, Wil­
kinson and Co. and the design is the same 
throughout, viz., a group of the Dutch Royal 
Family, Queen Wilhelmina, Princess Juliana 
and her husband and three children. 

SPLIT "A'' KEYPLATE. 
This variety in Gambia stamps was noticed 

in our December issue, and it was pointed out 
that it might well be found in stamps of other 
colonies. Writers in the Philatelic Magazine 
now report finding it on a 4d. St. Helena and 
on a 30c Seychelles. 

Mr. P. Riordan, writing from Namaqua­
land, adds yet another stamp to the growing 
list of stamps with this key-plate variety. He 
has in his collection a 45c. Seychelles ( SG. 
No. 85) which shows it. 

AN INTERNATIONAL STAMP. 
We have not yet attained an international 

postal stamp (the Franco-British one under 
way early in 1940 did not materialize), but 
the U.S.A., Canada and Britain 1943 Christ­
mas Anti-Tuberculosis Seal is one common 
to these three countries. 

CATALOGUES. 
Although we have not seen a copy, the 

Philateli<! Journal of Great Britain reports 
Messrs. Whitfield King's 1944 Catalogue as 
having· been issued in 2 volumes. The Foreign 
section reports many war issues of enemy 
and enemy-occupied countries, though, of 
course, without quotations. Mr. P. L. Pem­
berton in reviewing this extensive, although 
incomplete list, pities catalogue publishers at 
the end of the war,· when all the monstrosities 
are let loose and the many thousands of them 
have to be sorted out into those worthy of 
recognition and those not. 

M.E.F. "COMBINATIONS." 
Mr. Lichtenstein states he has handled 

covers, bona-fide correspondence, shewing 
Union stamps combined with stamps of Malta 
and also with stamps of Basutoland. 
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WANTED 
• 

La Ague~a-S.G.2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 
11, 12, 13, 25. 

Port Said-E122, E167, El68, El69, 
El39a. 

Algeria-51, 52, DlO, Dll, -D13, D14. 
Angola-139, 140, 155, 189, 195, 201, 

202, 205, 206, 211, 212, 240, 246, (or 
246a), 275, 324, 326a, 334 ( or 335), 
341, 342. 

Ahy~sini:a-170, D53, D54, D55, D56, 
D57, D58, D59, 179, 177, 196, 199, 
D60, 287, 290, 295, 1931 set of 5 
officials, 310. 

Az,ores-9 (or 10), 11, 14 (or 15), 16, 
21, 39 (or 62), 63 (or 64 or 65), 84, 
90 ( or 91 ,or 94), 130, 198, 235, 236, 
237, 243, 244, 245, 251, 254, 255, D13, 
403, 408b, 382a, 452, 453, 454, 456, 
457, 458, 459, 460, 475, 476, 477, 478, 
479, 480, 481, 482, 483, 484, 485, 486, 
487, 488, 528. 

Benin-1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
16, 17, 18, 201, 203, 204 (must be 
guaranteed). 

Britis•h East Afri<,a-20 ( or 22 or 23), 
26, 40, 44, 46, 99. 

Dahomey-10, 13, 17, 25, 90, 93, 86. 
Diego Suarez-101, 102, 103, 105, 110, 

112, 113, 20, 26, 16 ( or 18). 
Jubaland-Dl, D2, D3, D4, D5, D6, D7, 

D8, D9, DlO. 
Eritrea-52, D4, D5, D6, D7, D8, D9, 

DlO, Dll, 66, 67, 68. 69, 70, 71, 72, 
73, 74, 75, 80, 81, E.4, E5, E3, 82, 
83, 84, 98, 100, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 
92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 101, 102, 102a, 
114, 115, 108, 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 
117, 118, 119, 120. 121, 122, 123, 124, 
125, 126, 127. 128. 129. 130a. 131, 
132, 133, 135, 137, 138, 139, 140, 141, 
142, 14::l, 144, 145, 146, 147, 152, 153, 
155, 156, 157, 158, 159, 166, 167, 168, 
170, 171., 172, 173, 174, D14, 175, 176, 
177, 178, 179, 180, 181, 182, 183, 184, 
185, 186, 187, 188, 189, 190, 191, 194, 
198. 

• 
One copy of each of above required. 

Mint for preference,. 
High prices for p,erfect copies. 
Want list of other countries on 

application. 

E. HUNT 
Box 2437, JOHANN1ESBURG 

'-=====-=------=-----=-----.:..c-·=--=·--:..c=--=·--=-·-...::..:.:.--===-::;===,, 
"Covers the World" 

• Tercentenaries­
and other Grand Sets 

ANTIGUA TERCENT. NEWF'DLAND 1913 
£15 O O £1 5 0 

BAHAMAS TERCENT. tNATAL S.G. 5. Full 
£4 O O margins, finely em-

BARBADOES bossed £25 O 0 
Victory £3 10 

BECHUANALAND 
S.G. 53. broken P 

0 NIGERIA £1 G.V. used 
£5 0 0 

ST. KITTS (cent.) to 
£7 0 0 

Regent No. 89 10 0 
2/6 £5 10 0 

RHODESIA S.G. 12 
BERMUDA 

1920-21 
£10 0 0 

£5 10 G SIERRA LEONE cent. 

BRITISH GUIANA 
CENT. £2 O 0 

BR. SOMALILAND 
1938 £8 0 0 

tCAPE WOODBLOCK 
used on cover £50 0 0 
CAYMANS CENT. 

(except £1) £18 10 0 
RHODESIA 166a 

£6 0 0 
S.W.A. 

t13 hor. pr. £8 0 0 
f26 block £7 10 O 
f27 vert. pr. £17 10 0 

2 "Afrika" over 
"South West" 
block £40 0 O £20 0 0 

FALKLANDS CENT. 
(except £1) £20 0 tSOUTH AFRICA 

O 1925 mint £1 5 0 
tGREAT BRITAIN 

p.a. £1 £1 10 
tS.G. 177a £10 10 

JUBILEE compl. 

used £1 12 6 
cover £2 0 O g 26.10.18 p.c. "Make 

Your Sixpence Fly'' 
Blue Wing on Red 
Cross £4 10 0 

1925 Air mint £1 15 o· 
£35 0 0 

MONTSERRAT CENT. 
£12 10 0 

tNATAL S.G. 1'71 ver­
tical pair pmk 17 July, 
1911 £25 0 0 

. used £2 0 0 
cover £2 5 0 

tS.G.107 Block £15 0 0 

tindicates used, otherwise mint. 

Offers subject to being unsold and subject to 
price changes. E. & O.E. Postage Extra. 

WE WANT TO BUY-
OLD AND MODERN COLLECTIONS, 
SINGLE RARITIES AND ERRORS, 
DUPLICATES & OFFICE MIXTURES. 

Cash om Acceptance of Offer. 

E. M. LACY 
Bankers ; Telegrams; Globephil. 

Barclays. Telephone; 2-4657 • 

(Globe Postage Stamp Company} 
117 LONGMARKET STREET, 

CAPE TOWN. 
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SOCIETY NEWS 
ORANGE ]'Rl~J,J 8TA'l'E AND BASUTOLAND 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President, Mr. C. A. Larsen; Hon. Secretary, 

Mr. R. G. Lyon, Box 702, Bloemfontein· Meetings 
ard I<'ridays, Oranje Koffiehuis, Bloemfontein. ' 

The. bill of fare at the January Meeting was full 
<?f var;ety _and m_ust 1?-ave satisfied every taste. The 
followmg 1s a resume of the brief displays given : 

. Mr. I<'. Carter: Early stamps or Great Britain, 
w1th the ld. red complete except for plate 77. l\lr. 
A. Scheffer: A fine collection of Holland with hardly 
any blanks. Flight.-Lieut. G. W. Horton: Picked 
copies of the Dritish I<Jmpire. Mr. C. A. Larsen : 
Various philatelic curiosities. l\Ir. W. S. Robertson: 
1 lnion varieties, one of which was a ls. roto pair 
with part of the design missing. Mr. H. L. Kaplan : 
U.S.A. adhesive meter mark labels used on covers. 
J\Ir. J. Lewis: European Airmail pictorials. Dr. IC 
Freund : Mafeking blocks one of which was a sheet 
of 29 stamps of SG. 6, showing in each row the 6 
types of setting. 

A successful auction sale of stamps, conducted in 
an able and humorous manner by .i\ir. ,v. Dickie­
Clark. concluded an interesting evening. 

The main part of the I<'ebruary meeting was taken 
up with another successful auction sale in aid of 
,var Funds. Members came spontaneously forward 
with more and more stamp lots which, under the 
"hammer" of Mr. :M. Liss. found ready buyers at 
satisfactory prices. 

The displays of the evening had the suhject 
"Unions." and the "King's Heads" of Mr. J. B. 
Levy and the "Postage Dues" of l\Ir. J. Levds de­
serve a special mentioning. 

+ K.F. 

PORT ELIZAnIDTII PIIILA'.rELIC SOCIETY. 
President, G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec., C. W. Shef­

field, P. 0. Box 88; Meetings, Room 5, City Hall, 1st 
and ,3rd Tuesdays. 

At the meeting on January 18th. we had the large 
attendance of 37 members and one visitor. 

It was a great pleasure to welcome back Mr. 
Sheffield after his il h1esR. 

Three new members were elected, one. ]Hr. Bray­
brook, well-known to Port Ii:Ii;r,abeth members as he 
belonged to the Society for many years. and only 
resigned when he left the town. 

It was a great pleasure to have with us a dis­
tinguished visitor, Lieut. Martin of the S.A. Naval 
Forces, who was enjoying a few days' leave after 
his strenuous trip on 1.he high seas. He is well 
known to the P.l..J. members and is always sure of a 
hearty welcome. 

The evening was in the capable hands of Mr. G. K. 
I<~ol'bes, who displayed 30 pages Switzerland and 16 
pages of South Australia. 

+ 
L.E.C. 

EAST LOXDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President, l\Ir C. Hampson; Hon. Secretary, Mr, 

S. J1'. Fowler, P.O. llox 168 . . Jleetings, Colosseum 
Building, 2nd Fridays, 7.45 p.rn. 

At the meeting held on 14th January there was 
a very good attendance including one visitor, Mr. A. 
Shapiro, of Lusaka. Northern Rhodesia. 

The meeting was opened with an auction in aid of 
,var Funds. :Mr. J. Paviour then displayed Antigua. 
Barbados and Cayman Islands. Outstanding items 
were the Tercentenary Het · of Antigua and the com­
plete set of Cayman 1932 ; also the ½d. and ld. on 
i'is. of the same country. 

After tea interval. our Hon. Secretary, Mr. S. F. 
Fowler, came to light with a showing of l<Jgypt. 
Both displays were much appreciated and a very 
successful meeting closed with a vote of thanks from 
1 he chair. 

+ c.s. 

CAPE TO\VN PITlLATFJLIC socrnTY. 
President, K. Alexm1der; Hon. Secretary, S. Kag­

anson, 16 :tylilitary Hoacl, Tamboer's Kloof, Cape 
Town; Meetrngs are held on the 2nd and 4th 'rhurs­
days of the month at Medical House, 35 Wale Street, 
Cape Town, at 7.30 p.m. 

,January 27th. 1 !H--1. l\Ir. Lugan displayed his fine 
collection of "Danzig" in mint eondition and prac­
tically complete. The first stamps were the Herman 
issue of 1905-20. o,·erprinted "Danzig" in 1920. Then 
followed the 1921 "Free State" issue with design 

of a sni!ing vessel. subsequent issues of air mail 
and chanty stamps, etc. Stamps of Poland uRed in 
Da~1Zig we1:e also ~xhibited. Mr. Lugan gaYe a very 
_luc1~ and mstruct1ve commentory on his display. 

• Durrng the eevning· Mr. W. L. Ashmead presented a 
sheet of 60 stamps of the ld. Transvaal. " Introduc­
tion of Penny Postage," also an '' Icelandic" -Post 
Card which bore a l kr. stamp overprinted "Zep­
pelin 1931," for Cavalcade Funds, and realized 36R. 

10th Peliruary, 1944.-l\fr. Alexander in the chair. 
l\Ir. I<'. Sinnott put up a most interesting display 
designated "Bits and Pieces," possibly for ,vant of 
a better title. It consisted of items of Great Britain. 
Canada. Rhodesia, Soviet Russia, Bechuanaland. etc. 
.Amongst the British ,vere some very fine Penny 
Blacks. Most noticeable was · the shilling queen of 
J 862 with label. another interesting item was 1.he 
five Rhilling of 1867 with the figure\ "5" instead of 
" five " then there was the 2s. 6d. of 1890 on blned 
paper. · Full sets of the " Queen's Head " and "King­
Edward" issues were shown up to One Pound value. 

In the current Georgian issues, ihe early issues of 
Canada were exceedingly fine. It was a pity l\lr. 
Sinnott did not give more detailed particulars in 
the writing up of his display. Our Cavalcade effort 
is g-oing well, and various stunts are being organized 
to give it a big bang. 

+ 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF' NATAL. 

Preside1it, A. L. Bevis; Hon. Sec., G. Milner, 
Palmer, P.O. Box 588, Durban; Meetings, 1st and 
3rd \Vednesdays at London Assurance House, 319 
Smith Street (in the rooms of the Durban Camera 
Club, top floor), 7 .30 p.m. 

At our January l\leeting three new members were 
elected. 

'l'he City l\Iuseum Authorities are acquiring a new 
cabinet of 40 frames to house the Hurst Natal Collec­
tion. In the meantime a portion of ,this collection 
is being displayed in the Histing cabinet. 

I<'urther discnssions took pliiee in regard to Insur­
ance of I1Jxchange l'acket8. 

Display.-Mr. A. S. .i\faskell showefl some 40 
selected sheets from his Collection of Germany. A 
hearty vote of thanks v.as passed to )fr. l\laskell for 
his display. 

February l\leeting.-Ano1 lier three 1ie,v members 
elected. Captain George G. Smith, a new member, 
displayed his Collection of Siam. In view of his long 
stay in Siam he had a wonderful opportunity of 
huiiding up his collection and the sheets shown were 
only p~trt of his collection. A hearty vote of thanks 
was passed to Captain Smith. 

+ 
CULP. 

'l'HE PHILATELIC SOCil;]'l'Y OP ,JOHANNESBURG. 
President, F .• T. H. Lang; Hon. Secretary, L. 

Buchen, Box 4967, Johannesburg; Meetings, 2nd 
Tuesdays, Public Library, Johannesburg, 8 p.m. 

Mr. Lang was in the chair at our February Meeting 
held on the 8th. This was one of the most interesting 
and unusual meetings ,ve llave had in a long time 
and was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone present. 

l<'ive new members were elected. 
l\Ir. L. Buchen expressed the appreciation of the 

Club to all those who have so generously contributed 
stamps or cash for the benefit of our war fund. 
and at the same time pointed out that as there are 
still many demands on this fund further donations 
will be gratefully received. 

The philatelic fare of the evening was made up 
of a very outstanding mint collection of the Admiral 
Heads of Rhodesia by Mr. F. J. H. Lang, and a 
lec\ture illustrated with, lantern slides and an exhibit 
of the Mount Currie Express stamps presPnted by 
the Rev. N. Roberts. 

Mr. Lang's Rhodesian Admiral mint _collection "·~ R 
beautifully mounted and neatly typewntten ?P·. Thi~ 
superb collection included many shaded vaneties of 
all values of the various types and perfs. and irn­
perfs. Mr. Lang considers the most outstan~~ng item 
the imperf. variety of the one- penny amlme dye. 
Mr. I. Isaacs expressed the thanks of those present 
for Mr. Lang's exhibit. 

'.rhe Hev. N. Roberts in his illuRtrated lecture on 
the .:\lount Currie IDxpress stamps not only .presented 
in a most interesting manner all of the previously 
known information about theRe Rtamps, but much 
new data which he haR unearthed as .a result of 
extensi,·e researeh and study. There is not space 
in these short notes to do jus1 iee to his paper and 

( Concluded on page 31). 
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How fortunate you are, 

JN how many other countries, today, can 

thousands of civilians still travel for pleasure 

or on private business? 

This is the fifth year of a war that has 

disrupted the life of millions almost beyond con­

ception-but you can still sleep in peace in your 

normally full compartment, still have meals 

served to you on the journey, still arr'i've punc­

tually ctnd safely at your destination. 

You can't all travel whenever you wish becaus:..~ 

accommodation is necessarily Umited, and comfort 

and service occasionally fall short of pre-war 

standards, but-hoiu f o;·tuncde you are to be able 

to tra,vel at all! 

DO NOT TRAVEL UNLESS YOU MUST 

South African Railways 

iii. 

* Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News Agency, 
~ Ltd., Johannesburg: Printed by Magazine Press (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, Johannesburg 
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PUBLICATIONS 
By LOWE 

* THE REGENT CATALOGUE (ADHESIVE). 
VOLUME I includes all issues up to 1930 Price 5/6 plus 6d. postage. 

VOLUME II is published every March and September, includes all issues to date and an addenda to 
Volume I. Price 1/8 plus2d. postage. 

Throughout both volumes the prices listed are as near as possible market prices: in addition Gibbons' 
and Scott's catalogue numbers are cross-referenced with Regent numbers for those collectors whose 
collections are based on these catalogues. 

Volume I plus the current edition of Volume II will bring 
you right up to d.ate with the British Empire Market. 

* THE HANDSTRUCK CATALOGUE (1661-1900). 
This is the only catalogue of Handstruck Postage 'Stamps of the British Empire, and Hsts every known 
recorded mai·king with prices. All Provisional Handstruck Stamps issued prior to 1900 a?·e listed, and 
those in use in Great Britain from 1840 to 1853 are catalogued in detail. The historical dnta included 
is invalual:Jle to the collector-as is the catalogue itself. Price 10 /6 plus 6d. postage, 

which includes the December 1942 Supplement. Tho latter can be obtained separately. 
Price 1 /6 plus 2d. postage, 

* THE GT. BRITAIN SPECIALISED CATALOGUE (1661-1943). 
This incorporates the Great Britain sections from the two catalogues mentioned above with a lot of 
additional specialised data, such as details of the plating of the line-engraved issues, illustrations of 
essays and proofs, sizes of sheets, cancellations, and a catalogue of postal stationery. The new edition, 
published in March, 1943, includes a catalogue of the Circular Delivery, College, Railway, Telegraph 
and Postal Revenue Stamps as well as the re-writing of several sections. 

The pric¢ of th~ n~w edition is l O /6 plus 6d. postage. 

All enquiries to 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
50, PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.1. 

Abbey 4034. 
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Confident 
when 

Buying and Selling 
This very grateful tribute to the quality of the 

service provided by Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auctions 
is but one of the many hundreds of compliments that we 
receive each season. 

The success of Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auctions 
is the fruit of more than 50 years' consistent effort to 
provide a perfect service and complete satisfaction for 
Vendor and for Buyer. 

Every feature of every sale at Harmer's of Bond 
Street is handled by experts-men whOBe wide experience 
enables them to reveal those little extra points of a stamp 
that enable the distant Buyer to bid confidently and in 
complete security, and ensure for the Vendor a fair price 
for his stamps. 

That is why almost all the great collections are placed 
with Harmer's of Bond Street for dispersal-:-why more than 
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United 
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond 
Street Stamp · Auctions-why Harmer's have a larger turn­
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer. 

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of 
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues. 
Our brochure "Selling Stamps at Auction" also is free to 
prospective Vendors. 

H. R. HARMER 
The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS. 
131-137, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1, 

ENGLAND. 
Cables: "HARMER'S BOND STREET LONDON." 
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EDITORIALLY SPEAKING 
Narrow Margins. 

In our issue of April, 1943, we referred to 
the magazine being "not so sl.eek"; we 
had been. warned that a measure of paper 
saving might be due and we fully expected 
that issue to appea!- close cropped, shaven and 
shorn. It didn't happen just then, but quite 
unexpectedly last month's issue arrived from 
the printers with "margins cut close," and so 
we shall continue, no longer being entitled to 
the description of "imperf., with wide margins 
all round." Sad, but it might have been worse; 
we might have been reduced by another four 
pages or cut to a "bantam size.'' 
New Griqualand. . . 

Mr. Roberts makes out what seems to be 
an unanswerable case for the listing of the 
"Mount Currie Express" stamp under the 
territorial heading of "Nieuw Griqualand." 
That territory was an independent sovereign 
state and the postal service and stamps had 
its official sanction a)though the Government 
delegated its power to a private firm. Admit­
tedly the stamps had only franking power 
within their own territory, but this applies 
equally to many stamps listed in standard 
catalogues. 
Dismantled Cliches. 

In his paper in this issue on the Union 
Postage Dues of 1922-28, Mr. Sydow _brings to 
light something-two things, in fact-new in 
Union philately. 

During the life of at least one plate, it 
was dismembered and some of the cliches 
constituting it wer,e re-,assembled in a differ­
ent position. The circumstances are reminis­
cent of what occurred with the Cape "Wood­
block'' plates. 

It is also brought out that although a stereo­
typing process was employed for most of the 
denominations, zincotyping was used in one 
case. • 
"Large War Effort" Varieties. 

Dr. Nockler of Swakopmund has drawn our 
attention to the fact that in the 4d. large war 
effort stamp overprinted S.W.A. the stamps 
in the first vertical row of the right-hand 

half of the sheet are all rather smaller (from 
perf. to perf .-not the printed part of the 
stamp) than the other rows, and asks if the 
same occurs in the Union stamps. 

In reply we quote the following note which 
appears after this issue in the "Rex" priced 
catalogue of the postage stamps of King 
George VI, compiled and edited by A. D. 
Crane, 2nd Ed., 1944: 

"Owing to a technical difficulty encountered 
in the perforating of stamps of type 6 (the 
4d. denomination) and similar types, all 2d., 
4d. and 6d. stamps from the 11th column in 
the sheet are slightly narrower in overall 
width than those from the other columns. A 
similar but much less noticeable reduction 
occurs in the height of stamps of the other 
denominations from the 9th or 10th row in 
the sheet, and is due to the same cause.'' 

Incidentally, the Editor would like to know 
if our local Union specialists have been asleep, 
that they haven't brought this interesting oc­
currence to our notice sooner. 
Bantam Varieties. 

The ld. has been for some little time a defi­
nite rose colour, not the original red. 

Mr. C. J. Dekema has shown us (a) some 
M. stamps from the top of a sheet, with 
marked displacement of the perforation lines. 
The first line comes just under "Certificates" 
in the marginal imprint, the second just un­
der "South Africa" in the stamp, and the next 
just at the limit of colour of the stamp. 

(b) 2d. and 4d. stamps with misplacement 
of the marginal imprints, the word "Certifi­
cates" or "Sertifikate" is on the stamp itself 
in the white margin between the colour and 
the perforation. He believes the same has been 
found in the Hd. and 6d., also, but had no ac­
tual specimens of these. 

A similar occurrence on the 3!].. was illus­
trated in our April, 1943, issue. 
. Mr. C. A. Arms_trong writes with reference 
to the note last month about ~d. stamps from 
the top right corner of the sheet with missing 
shading. He states that he got stamps at 
the Pretoria post office some months ago and 
the shading was missing in the whole of the 
top row. This looks like a small flaw in the 
process of printing, rather than wear. 
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• 
Mount Currie Express 

• THE "UGLY DUCKLING" OF THE PHILATELIC WORLD 
By NOEL ROBERTS. 

(Continued fro·m page 30 Mar ch issue). 
1111111111111111111111111111111 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111u11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111r. 

During the interim (in 1872) Trafford's old 
trading store at Mount Currie was bought by 
Messrs. Goodliff e and Ballance of Durban for 
£75, and Mr. W. Wesley Darby was placed in 
charge as manag.er . (Annals p. 37). The re­
quirements of the business demanded regular 
postal communication with Natal, so Mr. 
Darby instituted a weekly service of native 
"runners" between Mount Currie and his 
headquarters at Harding. As a result he was 
inundated by requests from other residents to 
take their letters, too, and have them posted 
at Harding. In order to comply with their 
wishes, and at the same time to s.erve his busi- · 
ness interests, he applied to Adam Kok for 
permission to establish what he called "The 
Mount Currie Express,'' and to provide a dis­
tinctive postage stamp to cover the cost of the 
venture. The charge for this service was 6d. 
per half ounce for letters, but only ld. if the 
letter was franked with a "Mount Currie Ex­
press" stamp. 

procure stamps, and to use them like anyone 
else.'' (Annals p. 40.) Practically all the in­
habitants who were likely to make use of the 
postal facilities provided had moved to Kok­
stad-three miles away-by this time, so the 
establishment of the only equivalent of a Post 
Office in the territory, at Mount Currie, and 
Darby's insistence on the use of his. stamps, 
was really a clever business move, since it 
must have brought many customers to his 
store who otherwise might never have visited 
the place. In spite of this, the exodus from 
Mount Currie to Kokstad went on, and Mr. 
Dower writes: "Sooner than was expected, 
the "Laager" was desertea, and Messrs. Good­
liffe and Balance found that they had to move 
also." (p. 40.) As we have no record of the 
business being re-opened in Kokstad, we must 
assume that the "Mount Currie Express" 
came to an end during the same year ( 187 4). 
The life of the Mount Currie Express stamp, 

Old Store at Mount Currie in 1870. 
(F' rom Dower's Annals ) . 

"This," wrote Mr. Dower, "was the first 
attempt at a regular postal service. If the 
Government wished to avail itself of the 
'Mount Currie Express,' it was required to 

therefore, may be computed at not more than 
two years. 

So much for the historical background. Let 
us now turn to the stamp itself. 
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1. WAS THE "MOUNT CURRIE EXPRESS" 

A GENUINE POSTAGE STAMP? 

A "Postage Stamp" may be defined as a 
printed adhesiv.e label, authorised by the Gov­
ernment or ruling power of a country, and 
supplied to the pubifo for attaching to a 
postal packet to indicate that certain charges 
for transmission have been pre-paid. Its. 
validity depends on the authority under which 
such a stamp is issued. 

In the early days of Rhodesia, before Ma­
shonaland and Matabeleland · were annexed by 
the Br~tish Government, such authority was 
vested m the "Chartered" or· "British S.A. 
Co.,': which _?rgani~ed its own intern.al postal 
service and issued its own postage stamps. 

The first postage stamps of Uganda, how­
ever,. w~re merely typewritten· labels issued by 
a m1ss1onary. In the case of the "Mount 
Currie Express" we are specific.ally told that 
there was no postal service in 1870, but that 
when such a service was established in 1872 
the Nieuw Griqualand Government had to use 
the "Mount Currie Express" stamps if it 
wished to make use of it for the transmission 
of correspondence within its own territory. 

W,e may safely conclude, therefore, that the 
philatelic status of the "Mount Currie Ex­
press" stamp was at least equal to that of 
the "B.S.A.'' Co. stamps of Rhodesia, and 
considerably higher than that of the type­
written missionary stamps of Uganda-both 
of which are acknowledged by philatelists to 
be legitimately collectible postage stamps. 

2. WHO PRINTED THE STAMP? 
The problem of providing a suitable post: 

age stamp for affixing to letters carried by 
the "Mount Currie Express" was probably 
solved by Dr. Callaway (afterwards first 
Bishop of Kaffraria) . Our reason for believ­
ing this is based on the following facts, but 
we await confirmation from Mission records: 
The doctor had established a printing press at 
Springvale in 1865, which was subsidised by 
the Natal Government, and was run by a 
very capable printer (Mr. Blair). As there 
was constant communication between Mount 
Currie and Springvale, it is reasonable to 
assume that the work of printing the stamp 
would have been entrustecl, to Dr. Callaway, 

ONE PENNY. 

. 

rather than to some commercial firm in 
Pietermaritzburg, Durban or Capetown. (The 
Rev. Dower established a printing press in 
K<;>kstad in 1878 (vide Annals p. 115), but 
this was much later. 

3. A PUZZLING DISCREPANCY. 

In 1943 the accidental discovery of a pair 
of Natal stamps (S.G. 11) cancelled with an 
oval rubber stamp bearing the n.ame "Good­
liffe and Ballance" aroused the curiosity of 
the present writer for though the names were 
the same, their order did not correspond with 
the order on the Mount Currie Express stamp, 
nor with that used by Mr. Darby himself. 
( vide Africa I. p. 86.) 

In response to an appeal for information 
broadcast in the South African Philatelist, 
Mr. T. M. Mullins, of Pietermaritzburg, drew 
attention to the references to this firm in 
Dower's Annals (quoted above) in which it 
is always referred to as "Goodliffe and Bal­
ance.'' This was a confirmation of the rubber 
stamp evidence, and led to more intensive re­
search. A closer study of the stamp itself 
revealed an interesting clue to the solution of 
the mystery. 

It will be noticed that the name "Ballance" 
in the left hand border of the stamp (vide 
Fig. 3) reads upwards instead of downwards. 
If the ampersand is correctly placed at the 
base of the stamp, this arrangement is obvi­
ously wrong. Let us try to imagine what hap­
pened, and assume that the form.at of the 
proposed stamp was discussed by Mr. Darby 
and Dr. Call.away ( or whoever was respon­
sible for the printing), and that the simple 
design represented in Fig. 1 was decided. on. 
The doctor, on his return to Springvale, would 
give instructions to the printer, who had the 
type set up. When a "proof" was submitted 
to Mr. Darby (as Fig. 2) he corrected the 
error in the order of the names by sending 
back a message: "Very good-only you've got 
the name the wrong way round.'' 

The compositor (quite probably a native) 
misunderstood the message, and, instead of 
transposing the two names-putting "Good ... 
liffe" in the left hand border, and "Ballance" 
on the right-as intended by Mr. Darby, he 
merely rev.ersed the word "Ballance" so that 
it faced 'the other way round," (Fig. 3) and 
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then printed off the required number of 
sheets, as we have them to-day. 

If this solution of the problem is correct, 
we can only surmise that Mr. Darby, in his 
querulous letter to Mr. Zietsman (Africa I. 
86) used the order "Ballance and Goodliffe" 
because he was writing about the stamp on 
which that was the order in which the names 
appeared. If he had used the correct title, it 
would have involved a lengthy explanation, 
which, under the circumstances, he would not 
have deemed necessary. His correspondents 
would naturally have followed suit as they 
did not know any better. 

PHILATELIC NOTES. 
The following information is condensed 

from Mr. Tamsen's notes published in Africa: 
The stamps were issued in sheets of twelve-­
four horizontal rows of three stamps each--;­
p.erforated between rows, but not on outer 
borders of the sheet. The three stamps in each 
horizontal row are identical, but they differ 
from those in each of the other horizontal 
rows. A vertical strip of four stamps, there­
fore, includes four different varieties. This 
leads to the conclusion that only four cliches 
were composed, and that they were set up 
vertically one above another, instead of side 
by side, and then three separate impressions 
were taken from this forme on each sheet. 

The chief points of difference in the stamps 
printed from these four cliches are: 
Type I. (top row): 

(a) line of outer frame on right is bent 
outwards at top right-hand corner. 

(b) long, vertically elongated stops. 
( c) narrow ampersand ( & ) . 

Type II. ( second row) : 
(a) long, vertically elongated stops, but 
( b) broader ampersand ( & ) . 

Type III. ( third row) : 
(a) small square stops. 
(b) narrow amper~and. 

Type IV. ( bottom row) : 
as Type III, but lattice ornament at top is 
broken. 
These points. of difference, taken in con­

junction with the perforations enable us to 
"plate" any individual specimen. 

L'ENVOI. 
In the light of the evidence now before us 

we come to the conclusion that the "Mount 
Currie Express'' was a genuine Postage 
Stamp, officially sanctioned and used by the 
Nieuw Griqualand Government. Unlike the 
Stellaland, New Republic, and Pieters burg 
"locals," or the swarm of Boer War sur­
charges, or even the beautiful stamp issued 
in the Transvaal to commemorate the "Penny 
Post," the reputation· of the "Mount Currie 
Express'' stamp was untarnished by the greed 
of speculators. Like Gray's "gem of purest 
ray serene," which "dark, unfathomed caves 
of ocean bear"; or the "flower born to blush 
unseen, and waste its sweetness on the desert 
air," the "Mount Currie . Express" Stamp 
served the purpose for which it was created, 
unnoticed by the world outside its orbit. Even 
its simple history was undiscovered for six­
teen y:ears; and now, after being neglected for 
seven decades, it returns, as the "Ugly Duck­
ling" did, to daim its rightful p_lace among 
its fellows as Queen of South African stamps 
in the philatelic album. 

COLLECTORS' WANTS AND OFFERS 
(Twopence per word per insertion 

Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used 
copies wanted. Particularly Edward 
and Geor~e. High prices willingly 
paid. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes­
burg. 

Transvaai Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarieties wanted by 

A. E. Basden, Box 238, Pretoria. 
Collections Wanted to Buy.-Old and 

Modern Collections, Single Rarities 
and Errors, Duplicates and Office 
Mixtures. 
Prompt cash on acceptance of offer: 

E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.), 
117 Longmarket Street, Gape Town. 

For Service, promptness and satisfac­
tion. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 
Phone 54-1692. 

Canada: Wanted collection and rare 
items of high value. 

E. A. Church, Box 112, Durban. 

with minimum of 2/- per insertion) 

Wanted: Book ·and/or catalogue on 
Numismatology; also Collectors in­
terested in coins a.nd exchanging. 

Dr. A. Weber, Swakopmund, S.W .A .. 

Air Mail: Rare South African Air Mails 
wanted for Specialists collection. 

E. A. Church, Box 112, Durban. 

Wanted: Gambia, embossed issues. 
Malta, Gibraltar and Cyprus, early 
Georgians. All in superb mint con­
dition. Best prices: paid for fine 
material. 

Write: Patrick Riordan, Nababeep, 
N amaqualand. 

Be~gian Congo: Wanted Single stamps 
or collection. 

E. A. Church, Box 112, Durban. 

Basutoland: Wanted covers, or stamps 
postmarked in Basutoland before 
1910. 

Harding, Box 108, Ladybrand. 
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o.v.s. 
POSTALLY USED FISCALS 

~11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111': 

Replying to the queries raised in our 
January issue, Mr. C. Johs. Oberholzer, of 
Lady brand, writes:-

" I do not believe that O.V.S. Fiscals were 
ever used authoritatively on postal covers; I 
have never seen a postal cover with O.V.S. 
Fiscals on it and I very much doubt if any 
living soul has seen-let alone possessed­
such a cover. 

" The possibility of such st;;imps having 
been postally cancelled by ' obliging clerks 
or postmasters ' seems to me to be very 
improbable. Philately in those days was not 
the specialised business which it is to-day 
and I simply cannot conceive that any col­
lector during the last quarter of the previous 
century would ever have dreamt of obtaining 
such cancellations merely for the purpose of 
having a rarity in his collection. 

"That O.V.S. Fiscals were postally can­
celled-not used-is well known. I am sure 
that every collector has a few of those 
stamps so cancelled. 

" Your correspondent comes very near to 
the truth when he says that such stamps 
were merely cancelled by postal cancellers. 
In the late eighties and early nineties of last 
century, I remember that the post office in 
my home town in the Southern Free State 
was a room at the back of the Magistrate's 
Court, and adjoining the office of the Assis­
tant Magistrate, or, as that official was then 
known, the Landdrost Klerk en Publieke Ver­
volger. And, believe it or not, this official 
was also the post master. This, I am told, 
also obtained in other Free State towns. Now 
just imagine your Landdrost Klerk-Publieke 
Vervolger-Posmeester on a 'rush' day-and 
there were 'rush' days even in those far off 
times. 

"A Power of Attorney is brought io the 
Landdrost Klerk, or a summons to the Pub­
lieke Aanklaer, while he is busy in ~is 
capacity as Posmeester at the Post Office 
counter, to cancel the stamps on a document. 
How easy for the busy Posm~ester to 
either mix up the cancellers, or simply to 
use the postal canceller to cancel the fiscal 
stamp on the document presented. 

"Further, it is also well known that 
O.V.S. Fiscals, overprinted ' Telegraaf' were 
authoritatively used on telegrams, and one 
can quite imagine that at times the supply 
of overprinted stamps may have been. ex­
hausted and that the Post Master, without 
authority, simply used. Fiscals without the 
overprint for telegrams. 

" Regarding the ' Geregistreerd ' boxed 
cancellations, I cannot understand any col­
lector maintaining that this is a postal can­
cellation used on registered envelopes, etc. It 
is nothing of the sort. It is a cancellation 
used in the Deeds Office in those days and 
merely served to indicate that the document 
on which it appears was registered. I have 
several stamps bearing this cancellation in 
my O.V.S. Revenue collection, which I per­
sonally removed from old documents." 

After writing the aforegoing, Mr. Ober­
holzer got into communication with ex-Sena­
tor Brebner, of Bloe:tp.fontein, and sent the 
following additional note:- . 

" Mr. Brebner is an old official of the 
late O.V.S. and during the nin.etie~, and up 
to the commencement of the Anglo-Boer War, 
he was Inspekteur van Kasse, or what is now 
known as auditor. 

" He writes that he cannot recollect that 
O.F.S. Fiscals were ever used postally and 
he should certainly know if this were the 
case or not. It was part of his duty to check 
the supplies of Revenue Stamps in the pos­
session of Landdrosts (Magistrates), and the 
postage stamps in the poss~ssion of rost 
Masters, and if ever authority was given 
for using Fiscals on postage covers he would 
have known about it." 
11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

... 
STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS 

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

RUSSIA 
SPECIAL OFFER OF 
COMMEMORATIVES 

ALL LARGE-SIZE PICTORIALS 

26. Different 1938/ 43. 
36. do. 1935/43. 
45,. do. 1933/43. 
55. do. 1914/43. 
65. do. 1914/ 43. 
75. do. 1914/43. 
88. do!. 1914/43. 
100. do. 1914/43. 

Price 
Price 
Price 
Price 
Price 
Price 
Price 
Price 

Nett, C.W.O. Post free. 

A. LICHTE1NSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONT,EIN, O.F.S. 

7/6 
10/-
12/6 
15/6 
20/-
25/-

.. 32/6 
40/-
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INTERESTING 20th CENTURY DATES. 
As we are rapidly approaching one of 

those unique dates which crop up every now 
and then, I hope you will invite the attention 
of collectors to the row of fours which will 
constitute the date on the 4th of April next-
4.4.44. 

Many years ago I was shown a stamp on 
envelope cancellE;d in -Berlin. The date was 
11.11.11; the time was 11 a.m. and the post 
office number was 11-surely an item richly 
deserving of a prominent place in a collection. 

It is most unfortunate that most British 
date~stamps show the month in letters, as 
this, of course, spoils the date; e.g., 12 Dec 12 
is not anywher.e near as interesting as 
12.12.12. 

There J1re so many collectable dates in a 
century that I suggest collectors gather them 
in. 

The indifference of most people to dates, 
how.ever, is surprising. True, a date is of 
little practical importance, but little things 
often add interest to life, and the person who 
can enjoy a date, or row of identical figures 
on his car's speedometer, or the number on a 
receipt or cheque or banknote; to quote a few 
examples, is to that extent better off than one 
who disdainfully sniffs at such things as be­
ing beneath his notice. 

But, as our technical and scientific achieve­
ments rest upon just such an ability to see 
the unusual and the apparently trivial, the 
superio-r person's disdain can be easily toler­
ated and interpreted. Here is a list of the 
main dates for the first half of the 20th 
Century: 

8.9.10 13.12.11 
10.10.10 10.11.12 
19.10.1910 12.12.12 
12.11.10 19.12.1912 

1.1.11 11.12.13 
11.1.11 2.2.22: 
9.10.11 22.2.22 
1.11.11 3.3.33 

11.11.11 1.2.34 
19.11.1911 4.4.44 

2.3.45 
12.3.45 

By adding the time, these dates can he made 
still more interesting, e.g., 4.4.44-4.44 p.m. 
( or a.m.) though of course the minutes are 
not added to a post office date-stamp. 

Finally, as dates can easily be manufactured 
to order at any time, they will never command 
a high price and will thus always be within 
reach of the collector with limited means. 

B. L. CAIRNCROSS. 

G.E.A. CAMPAIGN MARKS. 
Mr. C. D. Twynam, of Zomba, writes sug­

gesting that the letters KW A in the mark 
listed as No. 19 in the paper in the February 
issue probably stand for Kilwa in Tanganyika. 
He possesses a similar type of mark, but with 
"Army Telegraphs'' instead· of "Army Sig­
nals." This has MBA (probably for Mom­
bassa) and is dated 10-IX-16. He points out 
that the name of the Portuguese port referred 
to under Mark 6 should he Mtengula, not 
M tangula; thanks for the correction. 

SPECIAL OFFERS FREE FRENCH 
STAMPS. 

Complete sets of 66 overprinted 
A.E.F. sta'mps (London price £55) •. £20 0 0 
4cm. black overprint (London p:cice 
(.£4) • ·' • .. • • . . • . • • . . • • • • . . 0 0 
2Fr. 25 black overprint (London price 
10/-) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • 0 6 0 
2·0Fr. black overprint • . . • 0 12 0 
:ic., 2c., 3c., 10c. black ·~ve~~rint 
(the four) .. .. .. .. .. 0 3 0 
Red Cross A.iE,,F. 31 values 10 O 0 
Resistance and Liberation, complete 
sets . • . . . . . . . . . • . . ,. . . . . . 1r o o 
Valmy of Cameroun, complete set ' 11 O 

NET AND CASH Wl'l'H ORDER. 

MARCEL H. JANSSEN 8, P.O. E ·x 42, 
LEOPOLDVILLE (Belgian Cou"go). 

FREE FRENCH PROVISIONALS 

all issues mint or used, singles or sets 
wanted for cash. 

Send particulars t-o: 

THIELE, 4-55 West Str.eet, DURBAN. 

,y ANTED TO BUY 

All types of AfriC'an stamps, mint and used, 
especially J,Jmpire and Foreign Colonies. 
Prompt settlement by cash, mint C'urrent 
Australian stamps at face. or used ditto at 
wholesale rates, as desired. Fair prices 
please. 

S. G. Walton. (-Member A.P.T.A.), 
Canley Vale, N.S.W., Australia. 

E. BLUM 
P.O. BOX 1669 CAPiE TOWN 

recommends his services to Dealers and Collectors 

~like ,for Selling and Buying stamps from all 

countries. Price List now:, ready and can be sent 

to applicants free on demand. Collections a ,d 

Accumuliations bought for spot cash. Highest 

prices paid. Established in South Africa since 

1930. First class references. 
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i"" ................ TH'E""PiATE'S"'Of "'TH'E"'TY'PQ:GRA'P'HE'r)"'PO'STAGE""DU:E ................... . 
l== • STAMPS-1927128 OF THE UN1IO'N1 OF SOUTH AFRICA 

By A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A., C.A.(S.A.). 
• 
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This issue of Postage Due stamps comprised five denominations, namely, ½d. black and green (1928), 
Id. black and red (February, 1927), 2d. black and mauve (September, 1927), 3d. black and blue (1928), 
and6d.blackandslate (July,1928). The figures of value were printed in black and the frames in the colours 
mentioned. I own a pair of the 3d. denomination with the figures of value in blue and the frames in blue 
which emanated most likely from a trial sheet, as well as imperforate pairs of the frames in green, red and 
slate without figures of value. 

These stamps were surface-printed on unwatermarked paper at the Government Printing Works 
at Pretoria from a common frame plate or plates made at the Royal Mint in London, and from numeral plates 
set up at the Government Printing Works, Pretoria. 

THE FRAME PLATE OR PLATES. 
A frame plate contained 120 subjects arranged in 2 panels of 60 each separated by a vertical gutter, 

and each panel contained 10 horizontal rows of 6. The two panels were surrounded by co-extensive 
jubilee or guard lines. A guide point appeared to the left of subject 36 of the left panel, and another to 
the right of subject 31 of the right panel of the plate. These two points were printed conversely on the 
blank lateral margins of the sheets. Thus the frames were printed 120-set in two panels of 60, but each 
printed sheet was bisected into two 60-set issue sheets, after they received the imprints from the numeral 
plates, with the exception of the ½d. denomination plates which were 60-set. · 

Each stamp exhibited the following text matter in white lettering, viz., "SOUTH AFRICA" and 
"SUIDAFRIKA" horizontally at the top and botton respectively, and "POSTAGE DUE" and "TE 
BETAAL" vertically at the left and right respectively. Examination of panes of these stamps revealed 
the following characteristics in respect of the five denominations:-

Left-hand pane :-
Row 1, No. 2-White dot after" Due." 
Row 2, No. 4.-White vertical line below first" A" of" Africa." 
Row 4, No. 3.-White dot between" P" and" 0" of" Postage." 
Row 5, No. 2.-Thickening of bottom limb of" E "of" Betaal." 
Row 5, No. 3.-White dot in centre of" 0" of" Postage." 
Row 7, No. 1.-White dash below" T" of" Betaal." 

Right-hand pane:-
Row 5, No. 1.-Small break in" S" of" Suidafrika." 
Row 8, No. 2.-White dot above" B" of" Betaal." 

Some years ago the late Mr. J. Ritchie stated that four frame plates were ordered from the Royal 
Mint. Hitherto my research has failed to reveal the use of more than one frame plate unless all four 
plates were exactly similar and that the plate characteristics mentioned afore occurred on themallandderived 
from the Master Plate. Mr. Ritchie also stated that" the plates were of copper and faced with steel." 

A Master Frame Die was engraved on steel en epargne and negative from which impressions were 
made on 120 lead blocks or moulds in recess and positive. These lead moulds were clamped 120-set in an 
iron forme, arranged in 2 panels of 10 horizontal rows of 6 each and surrounded by guard line moulds. 
The iron forme was suspended and immersed in a depositing-bath, and an electro-deposit of copper was 
grown on the moulds in the form of a thin copper shell. Subsequently the copper shell was carefully 
removed from the moulds and backed with a thick layer of type-metal which became the Master Frame 
Plate, en epargne and negative. A wax mould was then obtained by impression from the Master Frame 
Plate. On this wax mould, 120-set, in recess and positive, a nickel deposit was grown in the form of a thin 
shell. This nickel shell was carefully removed from the wax mould and heavily backed with copper and 
became a Working Frame Plate, 120-set, en epargne and negative. Probably three additional working 
frame plates were made similarly by wax-moulding from the Master Frame Plate. I have, however, 
no evidence of stam:r:,s printed from the additional plates, unless as I have stated previously that the plate 
characteristics afore-mentioned are Master Frame Plate ones and were repeated on such additional working 
frame plates. The Royal Mint plates are nickel plates and not steel-faced as Mr. Ritchie stated. 

THE NUMERAL PLATES. 
(A) The r:.-1, mmeral plate contained 120 subjects arranged in 2 panels of 60 and each panel 10 

horizontal rows , .. t, each. The plate was a stereotyped one and made as follows :-A Master Die was 
prepared in the form of a line-block, en epargne and negative, showing a figure " 6" and a letter "d" 
as a symbol for pence but without a stop under the" d." From the Master Die a mould was made, very 
likely ofpapier-mache, which received tw~lve seperate impressions in recess and positive, thus:-

6d 6d 6d 6d 6d 6d 6d 6d 6d 6d 6d 6d 
From this multiple mould a longitudinal cliche of 12 units was cast in stereo metal, en epargne and 

negative. This process was repeated nine times and nine multiple cliches were obtained additionally. 
The ten said cliches were then mounted on wood or metal of form a 120-set stereotypedprintingplate in two 
panels of 60, each and in 10 horizontal rows of 6. Certain blemishes developed on the 12-set mould which 
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were picked up in turn by each of the ten 12-set metal cliches cast therefrom with the result that each one 
of the blemishes caused flaws which were repeated ten times on a printed panel of stamps 60-set, for 
example:-

Left Pane:-
(a) All Rows, No. 3-Indentation right side near top of" d." 
(b) All Rows, No. 4-Two white spots in ball of" 6 " left side. 

Right Pane :-
(c) All Rows, No. 3-Indentation right side of top of curve of" 6." 

Thus :- Left Pane. Right Pane. 
Row I I 2 3a 4b 5 6 I 2 3c 4 5 6 from 12-set Cliche I 
Row 2 I 2 3a 4b 5 6 I 2 3c 4 5 6 from 12-set Cliche 2 
Row 3 I 2 3a 4b 5 6 I 2 3c 4 5 6 from 12-set Cliche 3 

etc. etc. etc. etc. 
Row 10 I . 2 3a 4b 5 6 I 2 3c 4 5 6 from 12-set Cliche 10 
(B) The 3d. numeral plate was 120-set in similar arrangement to the 6d. one. A Master Die was 

prepared, similarly to the 6d. die, showing a figure" 3 "and a letter representing pence, a" d "but without 
a stop thereunder. From the Master Die a mould was made which received twenty-four separate impres­
sions in recess and positive, thus :-

3d 3d 3d 3d 3d 3d 3d 3d 3d 3d 3d 3d 
3d 3d 3d 3d 3d 3d 3d 3d 3d 3d 3d 3d 

From this multiple mould a longitudinal cliche of 24 units was cast in stereo metal, en epargne and 
negative. This process was repeated four times and four additional multiple cliches were obtained. The 
five said cliches were then mounted on wood or metal to form a 120-set stereotyped printing plate in two 
panels of 60, in 10 horizontal rows of 6 each. Certain blemishes developed on the 24-set mould which were 
picked up in turn by each of the five 24-set metal cliches cast therefrom with the result that each one of the 
blemishes caused flaws which were repeated five times in a printed panel of stamps 60-set, for example :-

Left Pane:-
(a) Rows 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, No. I-Very slight protuberance near bottom ball of" 3." 
(b) Rows I, 3, 5, 7, 9, No. 2-Two indentations on top of curve of" 3." 

· Right Pane:- · 
(c) Rows 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, No. 2-Three indentations on top of curve of" 3." 

Thus:- Left Pane. Right Pane. 
Row I la 2b 3 4 5 6 I 2c 3 4 5 6~ 
Row 2 7 8 9 10 11 12 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Row 3 la 2b 3 4 5 6 I 2c 3 4 5 6 
Row 4 7 8 9 IO 11 12 7 8 9 IO 11 12 

from 24-set Cliche I 

from 24-set Cliche 2 

etc. etc. etc. etc. 
Row 9 . . • . . . . . . la 2b 3 4 5 6 I 2c 3 4 5 6 L 
Row 10 ... ... . .. 7 8 9 10 11 12 7 8 9 10 11 12 ( from 24-set Cliche 5 
A flaw that occurred through damage to the plate is found in Row 2, No. I of the right-hand pane, 

namely, a malformed ball to the lower curve of the" 3." 
(C) The ½d. numeral plate contained 60 subjects in one panel of 10 horizontal rows of 6 each. The 

platewasstereotypedone and made as follows :-A Master Die was prepared in the form of a line-block, 
en epargne and negative showing the figure½ and a letter "d" symbolizing pence with a stop under the 
"d." From this die a mould was made which received six separate impressions in recess and positive, 
thus:-

½d. ½d. ½d. ½d. ½d. ½d. 
From this multiple mould a longitudinal cliche of 6 units was cast in stereo metal, en epargne and 

negative. This process was repeated nine times and nine additional multiple cliches were obtained. The 
ten said cliches were then mounted on wood or metal to form a 60-set stereotyped printing plate. Certain 
blemishes developed on the 6-set mould which were picked up in turn by eaoh of the ten 
6-set metal cliches cast therefrom with the consequence that each one of the blemishes caused flaws which 
were repeated ten times on a printed panel of stamps, for example :-

Left and Right Panes :-
(a) All Rows, No. 3.-Indentation in vertical serif to foot of "2" right side, and slight 

indentation at bottom of foot of" 2." 
(b) All Rows, No. 5.-Top of the" d "rounded and bent to left. 
(c) All Rows, No. 6.-Very slight indentation to the right near the top of the "I." Not 

discernible when heavily inked. 
Thus:-
Left and Right Panes:-

Row I I 2 3a 4 5b 6c From 6-set Cliche I 
Row 2 . . . I 2 3a 4 5b 6c From 6-set. Cliche 2 

etc. etc. etc. 
Row 9 . . . I 2 3a 4 5b 6c From 6-set Cliche 9 
Row 10 ... I 2 3a 4 5b 6c From 6-set Cliche 10 

Certain other flaws which developed on this numeral plate were found in the positions as follows :­
Both Panes :-

* Row 2, No. 4-No serif to" d." 
* Row 1, No. 5-White dash Qn curve of" d." 
* Row 3, No. 4-Dot in lieu of serif to "d." 
* Row 3, No. 6-Front of foot of" 2" broken. 
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The numeral plate which bore the blemishes responsible for the flaws on the sheets in the positions 
mentioned afore and asterisked I designate as PLATE IA. After the said plate had been in use for some 
time, for some unknown reason the 6-set cliches which constituted the plate were dismantled, but these 
were re-assembled subsequently for further use. Certain of the 6-set cliches were mounted in new positions. 
For example, the flaws detailed afore in the positions asterisked anent PLATE IA appeared in the following 
positions on sheets printed from the re-assembled plate, which I designate PLATE IB, viz. 

Both Panes :- · 
Row 5, No. 4--No serif to "d." 
Row 2, No. 5-White dash on curve of" d." 
Row 8, No. 4-Dot in lieu of serif to "d." 
Row 8, No. 6-Front of foot of" 2" broken. 

(D) The Id. numeral plate contained 120 subjects arranged in 2 panels of 60, in 10 horizontal 
rows of 6 each. The Master Die was prepared in the form of a line-block, en epargne and negative, showing 
a figure " I "and a letter "d " as a symbol for pence with a stop under the "d." The plate was a stereo­
typed one. From the Master Die a mould was made, but I am unable to state the number of impressions 
the mould received from the said die and the order of their arrangement, as I have been unable to examine 
complete right-hand panes of this denomination. 

On the left-hand panes examined I found a mould flaw repeated on certain numerals but not in regular 
order and in different positions on different panes of stamps. This mould flaw marked " m " repitionally 
on the diagrammatic outline of numeral positions and flaws on stamps printed from plates designated IA 
and IB, consisted of a minute indentation midway on the right edge of" I." I found also two plate flaws, 
both in different positions on different panes of stamps, viz :-

(a) A white dot on a numeral" I." • 
(b) Top of a " d "rounded and bent to the left, and minus a top serif. 

The following shows the positions of the mould flaw "m," and the plate flaws "a" and "b" as 
described afore :-

Left Pane of Plate IA. Left Pane of Plate IB. 
Row I I 2 3 4 5b 6 Row I I ~ 3m 4 5 6 
Row 2 I 2 3m 4 5 6 Row 2 I 2 3 4 5b 6 
Row 3 I 2 3 4 5a 6 Row 3 I 2 3m 4 5 6 
Row 4 I 2 3 4 5 6 Row 4 I 2 3 4 5a 6 
Row 5 I 2 3m 4 5 6 Row 5 I 2 3 4 5 6 
Row 6 I 2 3 4 5 6 Row 6 I 2 3m 4 5 6 
Row 7 I 2 3 4 5 6 Row 7 I 2 3 4 5 6 
Row 8 I 2 3m 4 5 6 Row 8 I 2 3 4 5 6 
Row 9 I 2 3 4 5 6 Row; 9 . . . I 2 · 3m 4 5 6 
Row IO I 2 3m 4 5 6 Row 10 . . . I 2 3 4 5 6 

As far as right-hand panes are concerned I have examined only portions of panes, and I have found 
one flaw in two different positions on two different portional panes, viz.:-a stubbed serif to the numeral 
"I,'' Row 4, No. 1, in one instance, and as Row 9, No. 1, in another. 

From the foregoing data it will be observed that, as in the case of the ½d. denomination, after a Id. 
numeral plate had been in use for some time, the multiple metal cliches, which constituted the said plate 
(PLATE IA), were dismantled, but subsequently these cliches were re-assembled as a plate for further use 
(PLATE IB). · 

(E) The 2d. numeral plate contained 120 subjects arranged in two panels of 60, in 10 horizontal 
rows of 6 each. Stops appeared under the "d's" as symbols for pence. No repititional flaws occurred 
anent the numerals of the plate of this denomination as I have described in connection with those of the 
½d,, Id., 3d., and 6d. denominations. The plate was not prepared by the process of stt'-1.'eotyping from 
moulds. From a photographic negative a line-block was made showing a figure " 2 " and a letter " d " 
with a stop thereunder. 60 impressions were printed in singles from this line-block, which were pasted up 
60-set in 10 horizontal rows of 6 each. This 60-set paste-up was photographed and a negative obtained. 
This negative was used to print 120 subjects, 60-set twice, on to a sensitised zinc plate.' The plate was then 
etched and routed and became a 120-set Zincotyped plate, en epargne and negative for the 2d. denomination. 

The bottom serif of the" d" is shown practically missing on Row 6, No. I of the right-hand pane. 

OFFICIAL STAMP NEWS. 
Do we realise how well off we are in respect 

of news given us by the Department of Posts 
and Telegraphs? A recent number of Linn's 
Weekly compares their "splendid co-opera­
tion" with the "hit and miss" information 
supplied to the philatelic press in America, 
with a verdict very much in our favour. 

The "Philate'' of South Africa gets service, 
yes, sir! Our knowledge of the American 
language must be out-of-date; we haven't 
come across "Philate" before, but assume it 
to be a comprehensive term for. the general 

body of philatelists. It isn't basic English! 

EAST AFRICAN AIR MAILS. 

Mr. Godfreys sends a cutting from the East 
Afrix:an Standard of 10.2.44 which states, 
"The P.M.G. announces the immediate exten­
sion of the air mail service . from Kenya, 
Uganda and Tanganyika to British Somali­
land (Hargeisa) and Aden. The service is a 
weekly one in both directions and the usual 
air mail rates of postage for Empire coun­
tries will apply, i.e., Letters ls 30c for each 
! oz. or part thereof; postcards, 50c each. 
The air mail service to Seychelles has been 
suspended until further notice. 
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KIMBERLEY POSTMARKS ON 
RHODESIAN STAMPS. 

Sir,-I have followed with interest the vari­
ous communications about Kimberley and its 
possible confusion with Kimberley Reefs, but 
I do not think this explains the occurrence of 
Kimberley (Cape) postmarks on Rhodesian 
stamps. I have so far avoided writing you on 
this matter, hoping that some one else might 
come forward with an explanation, but as no 
one appears to be doing so I am now going 
to tell something I know. 

Rhodesian stamps, might, of course, legiti­
mately and rightly be postmarked in Kimber­
ley if they arrived there having missed be­
ing cancelled in Rhodesia. . This sort of thing 
can happen anywhere and at any time. 

But there is another way in which Rhode­
sian stamps could be, and were, cancelled in 
Kimberley, and also in Vryburg and Mafe­
king. There are some individuals who may be 
described as practical jokers, or, if not being 
intentional jokers, freak collectors whose ac­
tions later on give poor philatelists headaches 
in trying to give rational explanations for 
their freakish actions. . 

I know, or, rather, knew (for he is dead 
now, poor fellow) one such individual, a post 
office official. You are aware, of course, that 
when collectors woke up, a year or two after 
Union, to the interest of "lnterprovincials" 
weird and· wonderful combinations of these 
were made up and pushed through the post. 
It wasn't difficult, if you had a postma~ter 
pal, even to get the dates adjusted on a date 
stamp so as to make them pukka interpro­
vincials. 

Well, my friend conceived the bright idea 
of having Rhodesian stamps included in this 
game. To my certain knowledge (for I have 
seen them) he had Rhodesian Large Arms, 
Small Arms, and some. of later issues post­
marked in the three towns I have mentioned. 
Some of them even, apparently, did postal 
duty, for covers showed backstamp arrival 
stamps. But it was all done by complaisance. 

I must add in all fairness that this party 
had no intention of defrauding anyone; I be­
lieve he never sold any of these items-he just 
liked having freakish or queer things in his 

collection. But, of course, on his death they 
probably were dispersed and hence, perhaps, 
this pother now. 

A. A. JURGENS. 
[This explanation might quite . well account 

for the stamps seen by Major Harrington. 
They were dated in 1911 and, particularly if 
they were "off cover,'' might well be con­
nected up with this silly prank.-Ed.] 

@111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111[!] 

"AUSTERITY ALBUMS": 

Subject unsold, 11 offor a small stock of 
loose-leaf blank albums, without any 
printing or ruling whatsoever, V'ery 
strong binders-, viz.:-

" Junior,'' 80 pages, size 6 x !Jin., price 8/6 
(postage 6d.) 

"Handy," 100 pages, 6¼ x 9½in., price 10/6 
(postage 9d.) 

"Standard," 80 pages, 811 x l0½in., price 15/6 
(postage 9.d.) 

"Major," 100 pages, 8¾ x l0½in., price 18/6 
(postage 1/-) 

"RELIANT" PRIN'tED ALBUM: 

For Southern Africa, loose-leaf, a 
space for ev.ery stamp without varieties, 
togethe1r with 1942 Relian catalogue: 

Price 18/6 (p,ostiag,e' 1/-). E 

A. LICHTEN!STEIN' 
P.O. Box 576 

BLOEMFONTEIN1

, O.F.S. 
[E)1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111!J 

100 NOT OUT. 
It was recently reported in the press that 

Sir Wm. Mulock, at one time Postmaster­
General of Canada, had celebrated his hun­
dredth birthday. To philatelists he is best 
known as the designer of the famous map 

- stamp of 1898 which commemorated the in­
troduction of Empire Penny Postage. 

e ......... ~:~~::~:~: .... :; .... ;i~\i ... !!~~~-:~:~l i!iUO~i~:~~:i; .... :::: ......... !===! 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 
AF1RICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
()Il approval to medium and advanced collectors. Thes,e books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, Englan_d 
m ~------..................................... IIIIIUIIIIHIIIIIIUIIHUUIIIIUIIIIIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIINIIIIUIIIIIIIHIIIIUlllllll~lli 
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"Covers the World" 

• Tercentenaries­
and other Grand Sets 

ANTIGUA TERCENT. 
£15 0 0 

BAHAMAS TERCENT. 
£4 0 0 

BARBADOES 
Victory £3 10 0 

BECHUANALAND 
S.G. 63. broken P 

£7 0 0 
Regent . No. 89 10 0 

BERMUDA 
1920-21 £5 10 e 

BRITISH GUIANA 
CENT. £2 0 0 

NEWF'DLAND 1913 
£1 6 0 

tNATAL S.G. 5. Full 
margins, finely em­
bossed £26 0 0 

NIGERIA £1 G.V. used 
£6 0 0 

ST. :KITTS (cent.) to 
2/6 £6 10 0 

RHODESIA S.G. 12 
£10 0 0 

SIERRA LEONE cent. 
(except £1) £18 10 0 

RHODESIA 166a 
£6 0 0 

BR. SOMALILAND S.W.A. 
1938 £8 0 0 tl3 hor. pr. £8 0 0 

t26 block £7 10 0 
tCAPE WOODBLOCK t27 vert. pr. £17 10 O 
used on cover £60 0 0 2 "Afrika" over 
CAYMANS CENT. "South West" 

£20 0 0 block £40 0 O 
FALKLANDS CENT. 

0 
tSOUTH AFRICA 

(except £1) £20 O 1926 mint £1 5 0 

tGREAT BRITAIN 
p.a. £1 £1 10 
tS.G. 177a £10 10 

JUBILEE compl. 

used £1 12 6 
0 cover £2 0 O 
o 26.10.18 p.c. "Make 

Your Sixpence Fly'' 
Blue Wing on Red 
Cross £4 10 0 

1925 Air mint £1 15 0 

£85 0 0 
MONTSERRAT CENT. 

£12 10. 0 
tNATAL S.G. 171 ver­

tical pair pmk 17 July, 
1911 £26 0 0 

used £2 0 0 
cover £2 5 0 

tS.G.107 Block £16 0 O 

tindicates used, otherwise mint. 

Offers subject to being unsold and subject to 
price changes. E. & O.E. Postage Extra. 

WE WANT TO BUY-
OLD AND MODERN COLLEOl'IONS, 
SINGLE RARITIES AND ERRORS, 
DUPLICATES & OFFICE MIXTURES. 

Cash an Acceptance of Offer. 

Bankers: • 
Barclays. 

E.· M. LACY 
Telegrams: Globephil. 
Telephone : 2-4667, 

( Globe Postage Stamp Company) 
117 LONGMARKET STREET, 

CAPE TOWN. 

WANTED 
• 

La Agueia-S.G.2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 
11, 12, 13, 25. 

Pi0rt Said-E122, El67, El68, El69, 
E139a. 

Algeria-51, 52, DlO, Dll, D13, D14. 
Angola-139, 140, 155, 189, 195, 201, 

202, 205, 206, 211, 212, 240, i46, ( or 
246a), 275, 324, 326a, 334 (or 335), 
341, 342. 

Aby~sinia-170, D53, D54, D55, D56, 
D57, D58, D59, 179, 177, 196, 199, 
D60, 287, 290, 295, 1931 set of 5 
officials, 310. 

Azrorie,s~9 (or 10), 11, 14 (or 15), 16, 
21, 39 (or 62), 63 (or 64 or 65), 84, 
90 (or 91 or 94), 130, 198, 235, 236, 
237, 243, 244, 245, 251, 254, 255, Dl3, 
403, 408b, 382a, 452, 453, 454, 456, 
457; 458, 459, 460, 475, 476, 477, 478, 
479, 480, 481, 482, 483, 484, 485, 486, 
487, 488, 528. 

Benin-1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
16, 17, 18, 201, 203, 204 (must be 
guaranteed) . 

British East Afrfoa-20 (or 22 or 23), 
26, 40, 44, 46, 99. • 

Dahomey-10, 13, 17, 25, 90, 93, 86. 
Die.go Suarez-101, 102, 103, 105, 110, 

112, 113, 20, 26, 16 ( or 18). 
Jubaland-Dl, D2, D3, D4, D5, D6, D7, 

D8, D9, DlO. 
Eritrea-52, D4, D5, D6, D7, D8, . D9, 

DlO, Dll, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 
73, 74, 75, 80, 

0

81, E4, E5, E3, 82, 
83, 84, 98, 100, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 
92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 101, 102, 102a, 
114, 115, 108, 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 
117, 118, 119, 120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 
125, 126, 127, 128, 129, 130a, 131, 
132, 133, 135, 137, 138, 139, 140, 141, 
142, 143, 144, 145, 14'6, 147, 152, 153, 
155, 156, 157, 158, 159, 166, 167, 168, 
170, 171, 172, 173, 174, D14, 175, 176, 
177, 178, 179, 180, 1.81, 182, 183, 184, 
185, 186, 187, 188, 189, 190, HH, 194, 
198. 

• 
One copy of each of above required. 

Mint for preference. 
!High prices for p,erf ect copies. 
Want list of .,other countries on 

application. 

E. HUNT 
Box 2437~ JOHANN1ESBURG 

47 
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SOCIETY 
CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

President,. K. Alexander; Hon. Secretary, S. Kag­
anson, l6 Military Road, '.I'amboer's Kloof, Cape 
Town; Meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Thurs­
days of the month at Medical House, 315 Wale Street, 
Cape Town, at 7.30 p.m. 

24th February, 1944.-K. Alexander in the chair. 
· There was a "full house" at this evening's meeting. 

The special attraction being Mr. Simenhoff's display 
of stamps depicting "Education" in its various 
phases, stamps from all parts of the world were to 
be seen showing architecture. aviation, commercial, 
botanical, engineering, literature, mythology, portrait­
ure, zoological. native life types, etc., etc. Needless to 
say the writing-up was a feature of the work, Mr. 
SimenhOiff being famous for his artistry in this re­
spect. 

Mr. Simenhoff gave a very interesting and illumi­
nating address regarding the exhibit. Mr. E. C. Solo­
mon in eulogistic terms congratulated the exhibitor 
on his marvellous display. During the evening sev­
eral lots of stamps were donated for the "Liberty 
Cavalcade" fund and auctioned. r~alising good prices. 

+ W.A. 
EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

President, Mr C. Hampson; Hon. Secretary, Mr. 
S. :H'. l<"'owler, P.O. Box 168. Meetings, Colosseum 
Bunding, 2nd Fridays, 7.45 p.m. 

Mr. Hampson was in the chair and welcomed the 
visitors, among whom were a number in uniform; 
one new member was elected. After the mmal busi­
ness Mr. Storey qisplayed mint British Africans. 
The display was particularly strong in Transvaal 
and the three Rhodesias. Every stamp was mint and 
mounted on Blue Flint paper which showed them off 
to perfection. After tea break, O"\lr worthy secre­
tary showed U.:S.A. which were also very well re­
ceived. Visitors always welcome. 

+ C.G. 

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President, A. E. Basden; Hon. Secretary, H. A. 

Wager, J?.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mon­
days, 8 p.m., Technical College. 

7th February.-Mr. Basden in the chair. This was 
the annual general meeting and all the officials pre­
sented very encouraging reports on the various ac­
tivities of the Society. This was especially the case 
with the exchange department. Mr. A. E. Basden 
was unanimously re-elected president with Mr. F. C. 
JPerguson as vice-president. The other officials re­
mained the same. Dr. Broom, in proposing a vote 
of thanks to the chairman and officials, pointed out 
what a pleasure it was to see a Society so efficiently 
run. 

The l<"'ournier collection of ]'orgeries was tabled 
after Mr. Hawke, Mr. Basden and Mr. Oppenheim 
had outlined their history. 

21st February.-Mr. Ferguson in the chair. Mr. 
Hawke read an article on the stamps of Gibraltar. 

Mr. Hawke read a paper on Slogans. He first 
pointed out that slogans, together with the name 
of the town, were really postal cancellations aud 
as such could be looked upon as one of the side­
lines of philately. Slogans were really advertise­
ments, in the form of propaganda, for Government 
departments, such as telephon·es, railways, state loam;, 
etc·. Mr. Ha\Wke gave some very pithy slogans from 
different countries. He then tabled an interesting 
display of Rlogans cut from envelopes, very attruf•­
tively mounted and \VTitten up. 

Prof. \Vager gave an exhibit of Denmark mid 
Luxemburg. 

March 6.-Mr. Basden in the chair. Mr. Hawke 
read an article on the issue of stamps in St. Lucia. 

Mr. Basden: gave a talk on the stamps of Griqua­
land West. He outlined the history of the country 
and its development after the discovery of diamonds. 
He described the events. leading up to its incor­
poration as a part oif Cape Colony. Special stamps · 
came into use but they were all Cape stamps over­
printed in black or red with a G. of which there 
were ma1~y varieties. Much later these overprinted 
stamps came to be used in other parts of the Union, 
so that typical Griqualand \Vest cancellations are of 
great value. To illustrate his talk. Mr. Basden tabled 
his fine and extensive collection of Griqualand West 
stamps. 

March 20.-Mr. Basden in the chair. This was 
a competitions evening. Three competitions were ar­
ranged, two of them a series of 11uestions on phila­
telic knowledge prepared by Mr. Wright and a sheet 
of various stamps suitably arranged as a spotti11g 
t.est prepared by Prof.. \Vager. • The results were 
judged on the aggregate marks, and prizes were 
awarded to Mr. Oppenheim, Mr. Hawke and Dr. 
Broom in order of merit. 

+ 
H.A.W. 

PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President, G. K. Forbes; JI on. Sec., C. W. Shef­

field, P. 0. Box 88; Meetings, Room 5, City Hall, 1st 
and •3rd Tuesdays. 

On 1st February an auction was held which ,vas 
a great success. Thirty-six members and two visitors 
attended. Ninety-two packets were handed in and 
nearly all were sold. Bidding was brisk and the 
aucitioneer was Mr. G. K. l<"'orbes, assisted by Mr. 
Nicholson and Mr. Slatem. 

The second meeting was on 15th February and 
the attendance· had fallen as only 22 members and 
one visitor attended. One new member was admitted. 

The evening's display was to have been the collec­
tion of Mr. Harmer, but unfortunately he was ill 
and unable to be present. 

Mr. G. K. Forbes and Mr. Braybrooke jointly dis­
played some pages, Mr. Forbes put down 80 pages 
as he humorously called them, bits and pieces, and 
Mr. Braybrooke 37 pages of l<~ree State and Rho­
desia. 

The club received a letter with Christmas greet­
ings from Mr. Borthwi0k of Australia, and the 
letter had taken three months to get here. 

On 21st March, the main meeting of next month 
will be called the "Borthwick" night, and each mem­
ber must display two sheets of Australia, as a tri­
bute to Mr. Borthwick. as he had kindly sent a 
donation1 for a social evening in recognition of th.e 
many kindnesses the President and members have 
shown him. 

+ L.E.C. 

TI-IE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG. 
President, F. J. H. Lang; Hon. Secretary, L. 

Buchen, Box 4967, Johannesburg; Meetings, 2nd 
Tuesdays, Public Library, Johannesburg, 8 p.m. 

The large number of members and visitors who 
attended the meeting held on March 14 were treated 
to another superb exhibit by Mr. G. Carleton Jones, 
who tabled further pages from his great collection 
of British North America. The items shown were 
mostly proofs, essays, ship letters .. "specimens" and 
other: essentials to a specialised collection. Only the 
early and middle issues were dealt with and, in ad­
dition to the items just mentioned. Mr. Carleton 
.Tones .exhibited a number of pages of rarities in fine 
condition of normal stamps, including the twelve 
pence bla:.ck, the rarest Canadian. Although most of 
the items shown were of Canada, there was also a 
fine display of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, etc. 

In proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. Carleton 
Jones, Mr. Robertson stressed the fact that the 
value of such a collection lay less in its great finan­
cial value than in its philatelic interest. 'l'oo often 
thoI,e who are looking at rare stamps in fine con­
dition are concerned · mainly with the cash value of 
the exhibit, but it is much more important to take 
note of their beauty and fine condition, and to 
realise the important place in specialised collections 
held by proofs,. essays, early covers and similar 
material. 
• Another point mentioned by Mr. Robertson was 
that of mounting. One often sees fine collections that 
are mounted in a manner that does not do them 
justice. Fine stamps deserve fine homes and the 
Lest treatment and the magnificent mounting and 
writing-up of Mr. Carleton Jones' collections are 
in keeping with the superb quality of his stamps. 

Mr. Carleton Jones replied in his . usual modest 
way, after which the usual auetion in aid of war 
funds terminated a very successful meeting. 

Middle East "Cornbination Covers." 
Mr. A. H. Sydow adds thE: use of South 

African and New Zealand stamps together, 
to the list given in our January issue. 
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How fortunate you are I 
JN how many other countries, tod~y, can 

thousands of civilians still travel for pleasure 
or on private business? 

This is the fifth year of a war that has 
disrupted the life of millions almost beyond con­
ception-but you can still sleep in peace in your 
normally full compartment, still have meals 
served to you on the journey, still arri1.,,e punc­
tually and safely' at your destination. 

You can't all travel whencv:;r you wish because 
accommodation is necessarily limited, and comfort 
and service occasionally fall short of pre-war 
standards, but-how f 01-tuna.te you are to be able 

to travel at all! 

DO NOT TRAVEL UNLESS YOU MUST 

South African Railways 

iii. 

¼ Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News Agency, 
~ Ltd., Johannesburg: Printed by Magazine Press (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, Johannesburg 
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~HE SOUTH AFRICAN 
PHILATELIST 

Proprietors and Publilherl : 

THE PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Price 6d. REGISTERED AT THE G.P.O. AS A NEWSPAPER. Price 6d. 

Vol 20. No. 5. MAY, 1944. Whole No. 230. 

PUBLICATIONS 
By LOWE 

* THE REGENT CATALOGUE (ADHESIVE). 
VOLUME I includes all issues up to 1930 Price 5/6 plus 6d. postage. 

VOLUME II is published every March and September, includes all issues to date and an addenda to 
Volume I. Price 1 /8 plus2d. postage. 

Throughout both volumes the prices listed are as near as possible market prices; in addition Gibbons' 
and Scott's catalogue numbers are cross-referenced with Regent numbers for those collectors whose 
collections are based on these catalogues. 

Volume I plus the current edition of Volume II will bring 
you right up to· d.ate with the British Empire Market. 

* THE HANDSTRUCK CATALOGUE (1661-1900). 
This is the only catalogue of Handstruck Postage 'Stamps of the British Empire, and l1sts every known 
recorded marking -with prices. All Provisional Handstruck Stamps issued prior to 1900 are listed, and 
those in use in Great Britain from 1840 to 1853 are catalogued in detail. The historical data included 
is invaluable to the collector-as is the catalogue itself. Price 10/6 plus Gd. postage, 

which includes the December 1942 Supplement. The latter can be obtained separately. 
Price 1 /6 plus 2d. postage. 

,,, THE GT. BRITAIN SPECIALISED CATALOGUE (1661-1943). 
This incorporates the Great Britain sections from the two catalogues mentioned above with a lot of 
additional specialised data, such as details of the plating of the line-engraved issues, illustrations of 
essays and proofs, sizes of sheets, cancellations, and a catalogue of postal stationery. The new edition, 
published in March, 1943, includes a catalogue of the Circular Delivery, College, Railway, Telegraph 
and Postal Revenue Stamps as well as the re-writing of several sections. 

The price of the new edition is 1 Q /6 plus Gd. postage. 

All enquiries to 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
50, PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.l. 

Abbey 4034. 
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Confident 
when 

Buying and Selling 
This very grateful tribute to the quality of the 

service provided by Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auctions 
is but one of the many hundreds of compliments that we 
receive each season. 

The success of Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auctions 
is the fruit of more than 50 years' consistent effort to 
provide a perfect service and complete satisfaction for 
Vendor and for Buyer. 

Every feature of every sale at Harmer's of Bond 
Street is handled by experts-men whose wide experience 
enables them to reveal those little extra points of a stamp 
that enable the distant Buyer to bid confidently and in 
complete security, and ensure for the Vendor a fair price 
for his stamps. 

That is why almost all the great collections are placed 
with Harmer's of Bond Street for dispersal-why more than 
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United 
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond 
Street Stamp Auctions-why Harmer's have a larger turn­
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer. 

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of 
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues. 
Our brochure "Selling Stamps at Auction" also is free to 
prospective Vendors. 

H. R. HARMER 
The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS. 
131-137, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1, 

ENGLAND. 

Cables: "HARMER'S BOND STREET LONDON." 
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UNION NOTES 
LIBERTY CAVALCADE, CAPETOWN. 
This great fair, held from 25th March to 1st 

April, to raise money for the Governor-General's 
War Fund, has been prolific in commemorative 
postmarks. 

The regular post office provides two, one in 
English, one in Afrikaans. These are 24 m.m. 
single-circle marks with "Liberty Cavalcade" and 
"Vryheids Kavalkade" respectively and the 
date in two lines in the centre. 

The Defence Force, which put up a truiy 
magnificent display, representative of all sections 
of its work, had its own P.O. with the postmark 
No. 50 of the standard .A.P.0.-U-M.P.K. type. 

The Railways and Harbours section had a 
special P .0. at their convenient rest and writing room 
in the section dealing with the Game Reserves. 
This office had a double circle postmark with the 
appropriate wording "Sanctuary" above, and 
"Toevlugsoord" below, the date being in one 
line across the centre. 

The Cape Town Philatelic Society staged 
exhibits of stamps, changed daily, which attracted 
a lot of attention. The conditions under which they 
exhibited were not very satisfactory as regards 
protection from rain, dust, etc., and they are to be 
congratulated on their public spiritedness in 
carrying on despite these drawbacks. The Society 
had special miniature sheets on sale-these will be 
described next month. 

PRINTING FLAW ON THE IO/-
Flaws on the high values are not often recorded, 

even of the fly-mark type, but Mr. A. E. J. Currell, 
of St.Matthews, has submitted a pair of the current 
10/-, of which the Afrikaans stamp shows a white 
spot or break at the top of the " R '' of Afrika. 
ALL RED ID. COIL VARIETIES AND FLAWS. 

Mr. U. Milunsky, of Johannesburg, has sub­
mitted three strips showing well-marked differences 
in depth of shade which appear to be purely the 
result of variations in the intensity of inking 
of the cylinder. In the lightest shade the sun and 
its rays are practically indistinguishable, merging 
into a general white background. 

One stamp in the " medium shade " strip 
shows a rather striking printing flaw, in the shape 
of a white area almost ¼ in. in diameter over the 
centre of the right-hand part of the frame, between 
the medallion and the edge of the stamp. 

Mr. A. Lichtenstein carries knowledge of this 
flaw further by showing that it is a recurring one, 
on every twenty-third stamp in the coil. On a 
strip of twenty-five it will be found, say, on stamp 
number one, then again on stamp number twenty. 
three. At the same time, on such a strip, there is 
to be found a similar, but smaller white spot flaw 
near the left bottom corner of stamps numbers 
three and twenty-five of the strip. From this 
recurrence it may be inferred that the printing 
cylinder for these stamps has twenty-two vei·tical 
components. 

ACTIVE SERVICE LETTER CARDS. 
The cards with upper corners bevelled are now 

on sale with stamps in English. Unlike this type 
with Afrikaans stamps, thesehavenoserial number. 

½d. BANTAM. 
Several correspondents report finding this 

denomination. with tho shading lacking in tho top 
right-hand corner. It may he present over a sheet­
wide strip, but it is noticeably niore marked in 
the English stamps than in the Afrikaans. 

CENSOR'S MARK. 
We have been pretty familiar with the Union 

Coat of Arms, followed by a letter, tying Censo1·'s 
seals on opened letters. A form of this mark, only 
just brought to notice although used in December, 
1942, is a circular rubberstamp, tho circle enclosing 
the Union Arms, ,vhich have the word" Released" 
and an " A " underneath. This is applied to a 
cover which has been passed without opening. 

S.W.A. VARIETIES. 
Mr. A Lichtenstoin :records tho following: 
(a) Largo war effort deep blue-green ½d, and 

the Id. with overprints near the top of tho 
stamp instead of in the centre. 

(b) One shillingBantamwithlarge s:w.A. A pair 
(place on sheet unknown., as any sheet 
seen has not got this item) in which the 
overprints are considerably out of vertical 
alignment with each other. In one tho 
overprint is almost exactly centred, in the 
other the A of S.\V.A. almost touches 
the edge of the stamp. 

Active service letter cards with s.,v.A. over­
prints have appeared with a new type of lettering. 
The letters of the overprint are about 4½ m.m. 
high on the English stamps, and 5 m.m. on the 
Afrikaans stamps. 'I'he cards themselves are of the 
bevelled typo and serial mm1bers are not present 
on either language variety. 
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SOUTHERN RHODESIA. 
Mr. vV. G. Nodder has a short article in the 

:F~bruary 11th number of the Philatelic 11lagazine 
on varieties of the " Small Falls " issue. The 
ir1ain variety, described and illustrated, is in the 
b~l portion of the right-hand border design. 
:1'4e writer is unable to decide, from lack of suffi­
_ciP.nt material, whether the different appearances 
fdu.nd are due to faulty: printing or .to plate wear. 
Ji'nur definite shade vari{}ties of the 2d. and two of 
t~r, 3d. are given. · 

· Attention has been drawn locally, and it is also 
noted in recent British. :;;tamp magazines, to the 
fact that the recently issued 2d. Matabeleland 
commemorative, hav~ng been printed in Pretoria, 
shows the same· narrower 9th vertical column 
(overall measurement from perf. to perf.) as does 
Union stamps of the same format. Mr. R. Roberts 
in the Philatelic Magazine writes fairly fully. upon 
this curious adjus~r;n~nt of the comb perforator 
and, incidentally, n'otes, as does not seem to have 
boon done before, that it occurs also in the Union 
"bantam" series with bisecting roulettes, but not, 
of course, on trisected roulettes. Stamp Collecting 
not.es that there is, in alternate vertical rows, a 
minute "place" dot in the left-hand margin 
botwoon the vignette and the perforation ; also 
that there is a constant plate flaw in last stamp of 
each sheet taking the form of a short white line 
aoross the saddle-role behind the trooper. 

8 111 .. , ....................... 111 .... , .. 11, .................... , ............................. 8 
s : 
~ JVUNT BRITISH COLONIAL ~ 
§ SETS g : = 
: a. d. : 
~. 12 ca,rman ¼d. to 10/· cpl. 

3
::1
0
2 

0
6 ~ 

:

§: 12 Gilbert and Elliee, 1 Q38, ½4. to 5/ • epl. §=_ 

i2 Gilbert and Ellice, 1042, ld. to 5/- cpl. 18 6 

§ U Fiji, ½d. to 5/· cpl. .. . !5 0 § 
= 12 Grenada, ¼d. to 10/· cpl. ... 32 6 = 
j li Malta, ¼d. to 10/- cpl. 42 O ~ 
! li M@ntserrat, ½d. to 5/· cpl. ... 16 6 § 
I 11 Nigeria, id. to Sf- cpl. 18 6 ~ 

§ 14 Newfoundland, le to 48c. cpl. U 6 § 
6 Pa.pua a,lrmall cpl, . . . a 6 
8 Pitcairn, id, to 2/6 cpl. 8 6 

11 St. Lucia, 19118, ½d. to 10/- cpl. 37 6 
11 St. Lucia, 1Q4!, ½d. to 10/· cpl. 32 6 

11 Seyun (Aden) ½a to 5 Rs. cpl. 22 6 

11 Skihr and Mukalla, !a to 5 Rs. cpl. 
11 Solomons, id. to 5/• cpl. . .. 
12 Somaliland, !a to 5 Rs. cpl. 
10 Yirgin Is., ½d. to 5/- cpl. ... 

Nett, C.W.O. Post Free. 

A. UCHTENSTEIN1 

P.O. Box 576 

22 0 
21 0 
32 6 

Hi 6 

g BLOEMFONTEIN .. 0.F.S. s 
Bne10111111111111111111111111111111111111111a11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111G] 

MAFEKING BESIEGED. 
The Stamp Lover of January-February, has 

an· interest,ing fairly long article on these stamps, 
thEi ·various circumstances about their issue and 
containing extracts from various sources anent 
their status, value, etc., with notes on forgeries. 

WANTED 
• 

FORMOSA-All 1888 and 1895 issues. 

HONGKONG-S.G. 18. 31 - 96, FJ, F2 
(or F5) F3 (or F6). i 

JAPAN-S.G. 80, 449, 452, 460, 461. 

LABUAN-S.G. 11, 37, 38, 77, 78, 80, 96. • 
209, 140, 141, 142. 

MONGOLIA-All 19215 - 1926 - 1927 - 1931 
issues. 

DUTCH lNDIES-S.G. 210a, 2lla,• 211c, 
211b, 225, 237, 241, llJ5, 214e., 251, 253, 
254, 347a. 

NORTH BORNEO-S.G. 2 - 8 - 9 - 54, -65, 
85, 108, 140, 143, 182, 183, D5, D7, D8, 
Dll, Dl5, D44, D49. 

TRANSJORDANIA-S.G.10, 14, 16, 17, 18, 
19, D33, D34, D37. 

PERSIA-S.G. 57, 207, 226, 392, 411, 412, 
413, 426, 447, 461, 463, 464, 550, 620, 622, 
623, 624, 62lS, 626, 627, 628, 629, 630, 632, 
633, 655, 656, 661, 663, 664, 665, 666, 667, 
668, 669, 670, 671, 672, 673, 682, 683, 684, 
tS85, 686, 687, 712a, 714, 714a, 714b, 721, 
727, 756, 760, 761, 763, 764, 765, 766, 767, 
783, 784, 791, 804, 806, 807, 808, 810, 020, 
02g, Fl, F6. 

INDIAN STATES-Many normal issues re­
quired of all Indian Native States up to 
l g33 issues. 

FRENCH COLONIES-A few hundred 
norm~l issues to 1933 required. 

PORTUGUESE COLONIES-Manyspace­
fillers required. 

ITALIAN COLONIES-Many space-fillers 
required. 

ROUMANIA-S.G.444, 446, 447,555a, 611, 
65~625a, 673,67~ 70~ 710,700,701,702, 
703,731, 7321,785,760, 763,765,766,767, 
768, 7137, 79v,C84, C85, C86, 087, 088, 089, 
D6, 025, 09, 010, Dl94, Dl97. 

• 
One copy of each of above required. 

Mint for preference. 
High prices for perfect copies. 
Want list of other countries on 

application. 

E. HUNT 
Box 2437, JOHANN:ESBURG 
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Tl-IE WOLMARANSSTAD LOCALS 
By J. H. HARVEY PIRIE 

(Read before the Cape Town and Johannesburg Philatelic Societies.) 

STUDY your country's stamps. This is a slogan 
which has frequently appeared in the South 

African Philatelist. I have felt impelled to follow 
it in connection with a number of points raised 
by Stephen G. Rich in his Philately of the Anglo­
Boer War, which was reviewed in our November 
issue. Two features especially relating to the 
Wolmaransst.ad issue appear to me to need 
investigation-their date of appearance, and the 
characteristics of the overprint. 

For the story of this issue we have hitherto 
been dependent on B. W. H. Poole's little booklet, 
'I'he South African Provisional lVar Stamps, pub­
lished in 1901. Rich states that he also wrote an 
article on them in Melceel's Weekly of 20th January, 
1930, with more personal detail. I have not seen 
this article, but according to Rich, Poole was in 
Sou th Africa and met the man responsible for the 
issue a few months later. Here are the essentials 
of Poole's story. 

,vhen the town was occupied by the British, 
it was found that all the stamps had been removed 
from the post office. It no stamps could be obtained 
it would have meant that the newly appointed 
Commissioner would have had to frank all letters 
with his signature. The manager of the local 
store ofMe:'lsrs. Thomas Leask & Co. (a Mr. Cloustan, 
as given by Rich, but it should be Clous.ton) came 
to the rescue with the stamps he had on hand, 
amounting to about £10 worth. These were requisi-
tioned and paid for. . 

It was necessary to transform these Z.A.R. 
stamps into a British issue and Mr. Clouston again 
obliged with loose rubber type used in his office 
for marking price tags. Type was set up to put the 
word " Cancelled " over the name of the Republic 
and the letters "V-R-I" with dashes and final 
period, lower down on the stamps. 

According to Rich the stamps were overprinted 
two at a time. He apparently takes this assertion 
over from Curle and Basden's " Transvaal Postage 
Stamps," where, on p. 148 it states that the over­
print on the 1896 issue was set in pairs, one with 
7 m.m. between the lines, the other with 6 m.m. 

Continuin,g with Poole's story, he states that the 
occupation took place about June, 1900, 'that the 
stamps were available for about a fortnight and 
t;hat, at, the end of that period a large Boer force 
came along and recaptured the town and the 
Commissioner and his few men had to retire at 
short notice. 

THE DATE OF THE ISSUE. 
It would be desirable, in any case, to have this 

established for the sake of accuracy, but it is now, 
perhaps, more desirable than ever, as Rich rather 
stars the issue as being " The First Transvaal 
Occupational Stamps." 

Gibbons merely give them as "June, 1900" 
with the ld. commemorative separately as of 
"July, 1900"; Poole says "about June"; Curle 
and Basden give no date. 

Rich writes: "General Hunter entered the 
Transva<:tl, at Christ.iana, on 17th M<ty. . . . This 
column re<tched and t::>0k Wolmara.nsshd, some 
seventy miles within the we3tern e:lga of the 
Transvaal, and on the ro<td t::> Johannesburg, 
apparently early in June, 1900." The exact date of 
occupation ha.s not been locatel. But it is clear 
that the tempJrary issue here was the first occupation 
series within the Transvaal. (Italics not in the 
original. J.H.H.P.) 

But is it really so clear ? After consulting two 
standard histories of the war I could find no mention 
of either the occunation or the evacuation of 
\Volmaransstad; apparently, in retrospect, it was 
not considere:l an event of much importance. 
\Vhat did emerge was that General Hunter's 
column did not appe'1r to go through \Volmarans-

. stad at all. On leaving Chri.3tiana they did not 
move north-eastwards in the direction of W ol­
maransstad - but northwards to Vryburg (24th 
May), leaving, it is true, a small garrfaon on their 
flank in Schweizer Reneke. Their subsequent 
moves were Lichtenburg ( 4th June), Ventersdorp 
(7th June) and Potchefatroom (11th June). From 
the last mentioned a detachment was sent to 
Klerksdorp (14th June) and one was left in Pot­
chefstroom when the main body moved on ( 16th 
June) to the Witwatersrand. 

It is conceivable, of course, that a detachment 
might have been sent to Wolmaransstad as well as 
to Schweizer Reneke in May, in which case the 
issue might easily have been the first Transvaal 
occupationals. Alternatively, the occupying troops 
might have come from Klerks:lorp (on or after 
14th June). In this case it would have been a nAck 
and neck race for first place between the Wol­
maransstad issue and the general issue of the 
Transvaal V.R.I.'s on 18th ,June. 

I have a Wolmaransstad stamp postmarked 
19th July, on a cover sent to Warrenton and back­
stamped as arriving there on 24th July. If Poole's 
statement that the stamps were available, only 
for about a fortnight were correct, then the date of 
issue could scarcely be put further back than the 
end of June. 

Such military and philatelic evidence as I 
could gather at this stage left me therefore with two 
incompatible statements, viz., (1) that the issue was 
the first Transvaal occupational one (i.e., issued 
before 18th June) and (2) that the issue was avail­
able for only about a fortnight. 

Some other line of attack on the problem 
seemed indicated and I decided on local enquiry 
in "'r olmaransstad itself. Here my luck was in, 
for I was quickly put in touch with Dr. T. S. Leask, 
a medical practitioner in the town, also connected 
with the firm of Thomas Leask & Co. Dr. Leask 
was in Wolmaransstad throughout the war; the 
Officer Commanding the occupying British troops 
in June, 1900 billeted in his house, and the Wol­
maransstad stampR were actually prepared there 
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in his presence. He has a very good recollection of 
the circumstances connected with the issue and it 
seems unlikely that any fuller or more authentic 
account of it will ever be obhinable. 

When I was first put in communication with 
him he sent me a short note ; this wa'! later filled 
out by replie; to a number of specific questions 
put by me and he also sent me a number of stamps 
for inc;pection. It would be confusing to quote all 
hi"l letters verbatim, so I have tried to weld them 
int') one story, using, ag far as practicable, his 
actual words. St<ttements by him are given here­
after betweim quotation marks. 

" VV 0h1aransstad was occupied by a small 
Rritish column under the command of Lieut. 
Huddleston on 15th June, 1900; they came across 
countrv from Kroonstad, arriving about daybreak, 
just a:bout the time that Klerksdorp was re­
occupied by the Boers. They left again at 4.45 p.m. 
on 26tl-i July. 

" Lieut. Huddleston was responsible for the 
preparation of the issue. I think he anticipated 
mftking a more or less prolonged stay as some 400 
rifles had been surrendered to him on his arrival. 
Stq,rnps we:re required for the use of his men and 
for any residents whose letters I?ight be_ passed 
bv him as censor. There was st.ill a mail coach 
plying between Klerksdorp and Warrenton, passing 
throuish vVolmaransstad en route. 

"All stamps had been removed from the post 
office by t,he Boer forces, so when I learned that he 
wished to obtain some I gave him all the stock in 
the possession of our firm ; they were not requisi­
tiom=,d or paid for. Being a stamp collector I 
realis11d that tl:ie Republican stamps would become 
practically worthless under British occupation, 
whereas the overprinting done under Lieut. Huddle­
ston's iri.structicms would make them saleable 
items. I was able to purchase a number of them; 
some I kept for my own collection, some I used 
on correspondence to Scot,land. (I had two daughters 
at school there and this was the first opportunity 
I had of writing to them since the outbreak of war), 
the rest I di.,posed of later by auction in London. 
After the end of the war I heard that Lieut. 
Huddlflston had sold those he had reserved for 
himself to MessrR. Stanley Gibbons. I presume 
that he accounted to the army authorities for the 
face value of the various stamps sold, but of that I 
have of course no personal knowledge. 

;, The act~al overprinting of the Republican 
stamps was done by Mr. John L. Clouston, an 
employee of my firm_, on my dining room tab!e 
in the presence of Lieut. Huddleston, a Captam 
of the Cape Mounted Police who was i~ command 
at Schweizer Reneke and who had ridden over 
on the afternoon of the 15th June, and myself. 
The job was started and finished on the evening 
of that day. 

"The magistrate's office had been taken over 
as the occupying column's headquart~rs and part 
of it was used as the army post office. 

From this part of Dr. Leask's story it may be 
assumed, I think, that the Wolmaransstad issue 
went on open sale on 16th June, and that the 
stamps would have remained available until at 
least 25th July-that is, a period of forty days. 

Rich's claim that they are the first of the 
Transvaal occupational stamps is correct, by the 
narrow margin of two days, although the grounds 
on which he based that claim (occupation of 

Wolmaransstad by General Hunter) were incorrect. 
The claim is only correct, of course, if 18th June 
be accepted as the date of issue of the general 
Transvaal V.R.I.'s. Poole gives the date as 12th 
and 13th June, but the evidence in favour of 18th 
June seems to be much stronger (see Curle and 
Basden, p. 60, and Rich, p. 88). 

Having settled the date of issue there were 
other features connected with the stamps on 
which I sought information, and Dr. Leask was 
able to throw considerable light on most of them. 

NUMBERS AND DENOMINATIONS 
OVERPRINTED. 

"The denominations overprinted were the 
eight lower values (½d, to 1/- both inclusive) of the 
Republican issue of 1896-97 (S.G. Nos. 216-223) 
and the Id. commemorative of 1895 (S.G. No. 225). 
There were none of the 2/6 and 10/- stamps as 
originally stated by Poole, and there were actually 
very few only of the 1/-; I have no example of 
that in my own collection. There were also a very 
few other odds and ends done (not mentioned in 
Gibbons' catalogue or anywhere else, so far as I 
know), viz., some }d. and Id. postcards, some 
regiqtered envelopes and some of the Halve Penny 
on 1/- green (S.G. No. 213). 

"As regards the number of each denomination 
overprinted I have, unfortunately, no record and 
cannot give definite information. It would have 
boon available if the firm's books had been in 
existence but they were either looted or destroyed 
later in the war by the combatants, along with 
most of my personal effects. furniture, and part of 
the building of my home. I may say, however, 
that I think the total face value of the stamps 
overprinted was less than £10. My firm was 
recognised by the Z.A.R. postal authorities as a 
postal agency, that is, we were authorised to sell 
postage stamps and received a small commission 
on sales. As in the ordinary course, mails came 
regularly twice a week from Pretoria, it was not 
necessary to keep any big stock as we could re­
plenish at short notice. It was our custom to 
purchase £5 worth at a time from Pretoria and it 
was unlikely, therefore, that we would have had 
much more than that in hand." 

Having in my possession a Id. on 2fd. bright 
mauve (S.G. No. 214 with what purports to be the 
W olmaransstad overprint and which was stated 
when I acquired it "to have come from a reliable 
source" I sent this to Dr. Leask for an opinion. 
I may say that the Royal Philatelic Society's 
expert committee had already declined to give a 
verdict on it, but I still had hopes. Dr. Leask's 
reply was that he had no recollection of any of 
those being done. So my hopes were dashed. I 
can only add that the overprint is an exceedingly 
good imitation of the genuine article, indeed, I 
doubt if anyone could turn it down on the character 
of the overprint alone. 

THE OVERPRINTING. 
"The actual overprinting, as already stated, 

was all done bv Mr. Clouston with loose rubber 
type obtained from my firm's office. Tho inks 
used were from what remained of our stocks. With 
the exception of a few of the 2½d, stamps done in 
red and a few of the 2d. stamps done in black, it 
was all done with blue ink. This ink seems to have 
been slightly transparent and it was applied in 
varying density, depending on its renewal on the 
type from the ink pad from time to time during the 
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course of the operations. The result was that the 
shade of blue varies, partly on account of the colour 
of the backgrounds shining through, partly on 
account of the varying amount of blue ink from 
stamp to stamp. 

"I do not remember now, if I ever knew, 
why a different type was used for the" Cancelled" 
on the ld. commemorative stamp. The type was 
available and it may just have been that Lieut. 
Huddleston thought it more suitable on the larger 
stamp." 

Reference is made earlier to the statement 
that the sot-up of the tvpe was such that two 
stamps were done at a time, with a difference in 
the distance between the two lines of the over­
print--6 m.m. in the one, and 7 m.m. in the other, 

Doubt arose in my mind as to the correctness 
of this statement after measuring the overprints 
in my own small collection and the doubt was 
acoontuated after seeing the stamps sent me by 
Dr. Le1,sk for inspection. What I found was that 
scarcelv any two stamps had the two lines of the 
overprint exactly the same distance apart, the 
di"tances beini;t anything between the extremes of 
3½ m.m. and 8½ m.m. In Dr. Leask's lot there 
were t,wo pairs; in each component the distance 
differed, but ,in neither case were they 6 m.m. 
and 7 m.m. re~pectively. 

:Further, l: found that the two lines varied in 
their relationship to each other in the other plane; 
the" V" of the V-R-I might be directly under the 
" C " of Cancelled, but it was just as likely to be to 
the left of the " C," under the " a " or even a 
little more to the ri!:'{ht. 

This great variability in the relative position 
of the two lines se~rned to me only explicable on the 
a'lsumption that they had been applied separately. 
The only thin~ that appeared to be against this 
view was the fact that the two lines were usually 
quite parallel-this hardly seemed compatible 
with a two-stage operation. Closer examination 
showed, however, that they were not always 
absolutely parallel, they were sometimes slightly 
off the true. 

The accompanying illustrations show (a) the 
hitherto unrecorded adhesive, S.G. No. 213 with 
the Wolmaransstad overprint (b) several stamps 
showing the variability in the distance apart of the 
two lines of overprint. 

I put these findings to Dr. Leask and asked if 
he could account for them by describing how the 
overprinting was actually done. His reply was 
terse but satisfying. 

'' The overprinting was done one stamp at a 
time. The 'Cancelled' and tha 'V-R-I.' were on 
separate holders and the overprinting was done by 
hand on each stamp in two separate operations. 
This explains the varying distances apart and tho 

right or left shifts. That the two lines were always 
parallel or very nearly so can be attributed to the 
fact that Mr. Clouston was a very neat-handed 
person in all his work and had a very straight eye. 
To the best of my recollection he used no ruler or 
guide of any kind when doing the overprinting." 

I might just add that in the case of one of Dr. 
Leask's stamps-on an envelope but not used 
postally-the overprinting must have been done 
after the stamp was affixed because the ' d ' of 
'Ca.ncelled.' i3 on the envelope, not on the stamp 
it-self. 

I put it to Dr. Leask: Had he arranged for 
this for himself on the evening of the overprinting ? 
His reply was definitely NO, that he had not 
acquired any stamp;i for himself until 21st June, 
other than those he had used on the 16th to post 
letters to his daughters. 

I wish to express my indebtednes.:1 to Dr. Leask 
for all the information he has given me and for 
allowing me to publish it. By doing so he has added 
very substantially to our knowledge of the "\Vol­
maransstad issue. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 
The British PhUatelist records the finding of 

the current ½d. in imperforate condition, the first 
imperforate variety of K.G. VI stamps of Great 
Britain. It came from a 5/- booklet. 

The Philatel-ic Mag(zzine illustrates the 2½d. 
tete-beche; this also came from a booklet. 

Airmail services are being greatly restricted 
"for operational reasom; "; the '\.Vestern European 
and Mediterranean areu,s, also services to prisoners­
of-war and internees being most affected. 
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COLLECTING SOUTH AFRICAN 
STAMPS. 

So many South African collectors are turn­
ing to the stamps of their own country these 
days that I foel it would not be out of place 
to set out a few of my experiences in trying 
to get together a comprehensive collection of 
what is normally looked upon as an "easy" 
country. 

To the casual observer flicking through the 
pages of Gibbons' catalogue, South Africa 
would appear to be an ideal choice for a new­
comer. Completion is possible and, with one 
or two exceptions, easily attainable. There is 
the proper admixture of portrait and pictorial, 
and the dispensation of bilingualism that calls 
for collecting in pairs should not be a serious 
deterrent where commemoratives are always 
of low values and ge:p.eral . issues are of long 
standing. Our system of rotogravure printing 
may not be conducive to the production of 
"things of beauty'' but in a world gone mad 
about pretty-pretties (to borrow Mr. Stanley 
Phillips' phrase) they hav.e the advantage of 
being different. 

To those, however,. who like myself feel 
sooner or later that our country offers a 
w1cter scope than the catalogues would show, 
and branch out into the world of printing and 
plate vadeties and the wealth of shades that 
are offered, there is soon presented a serious 
snag! Where do we draw the line? Do we 
wander off endlessly via Mr. Simenhoff or 
the Natal Society catalogues and have for­
ever those irritating blanks which show no 
sign of being filled or do we go back to our 
original compact and complacent little collec­
tion framed a la Gibbons? The decision is a 
serious one. 

Personally I have compromised with a col­
lection to date of two and a half volumes 
mint, arranged in catalogue order with each 
stamp occupying one page in singles, pairs 
and blocks with the stress on shades and 
major varieties. On those pages completed and 
neatly written up the effect is singularly at­
tractive, and there is no doubt that even our 
most determined specialists are unaware of 
the extent to which shades alter in different 
printings. But it is the uncompleted pages 
that worry me-not that I am impatient for 
any varieties, because their blanks ca11 be 
filled with other shades in the meantime-but 
it is irritating to find yourself without speci­
mens, which, if the catalogues are any guide, 
should be fairly common. 

Whe~e are our Union high values mint? 
Why is a stamp like SG 21 quoted at 9s. when 
it is about 50 times less common than SG 29 
at 27s. 6d.? What has happened to mint 
singles (let alone blocks) of 22-24a? I have 
ransacked hundreds of dealers' stockbooks but 
cannot get more than two pairs and one block 
(and even these are poor specimens) of SG 
32 printed in Pretoria. 30b and 31a I have 
never seen despite their absurd catalogue 
· prices of 9d. and ls. _per single s.pecimen each. 
37 and 38, are well known as being very, very 

scarce, but what about 39? I am still battling 
to complete pages of 46 and 48 which are most 
elusive but what has happened to 61a in its 
original paler shade? 

Officials, despite their enhanced prices, are 
much more fr.eely offered but I cannot obtain 
any of the early roto 2s. 6d. printings. Post­
age Dues, too, are easily obtainable except 
that mint well-centred blocks of D6 and D7 
are just never seen. 

I should like to hear of other coll.ectors' ex­
periences. Let us hope that my own are purely 
unfortunate and that we do not have to wait 
for the end of the war in order to try to buy 
Union stamps in England. Though of course 
it might pay us to do this if catalogue prices 
remain what they are. 

P.O. Box 15, 
·Nababeep, 
Namaqualand, C.P. 

PATRICK RIORDAN. 

ANTARCTIC STAMPS. 
The Robertson Stamp Co. informs us that the 

cuITent Falkland Island stamps, i·d. to 1/- inclusive, 
are to be overprinted for use in no fewer than four 
of its dependencies or places claimed as such, viz., 
South Georgia, South Orkneys, South Shetlands 
and Grahams' Land. This is sad news. In the case 
of South Georgia there may be justification for the 
island having a distinctive issue, but in the case of 
the others we can only see two possible motives. 

(1) Exploitation of stamp collectors for 
revenue-raising purposes. These territories can 
only be reached during the short summer season 
and (except in the case of the South Orkneys) the 
only users could be the crews of whalers. Are there 
any whalers going there at present? 

(2) 'rhe other possible reason is that the 
stamps are being issued as a counterblast to 
Argentina's claim to the South Orkneys (additional 
to her permanent claim to the Falklanr's themselves) 
and recent employment of Argentine stamps 
and postmarks there. The Argentine, it may be 
remembered has had a meteorological station in 
continuous operation in the South Orlmeys since 
1904. One of the staff of the first year's crew 
was officially apnointed Postmaster, with a supply 
of stamps, canceller, etc. (see 8.A. Philatelist,Vol.XI, 
1935,. p. 54). Since then, postnJ services seem to 
have been in abeyance till 1942. There is no real 
need for them as, except for the relieving· ship 
coming yearly, there. is no contact with the outside 
world other than by wireless. In February, 1942, 
however, envelopes came· back from the South 
Orkneys with the . inscription " Inauguracion de 
Oficin'l. Postal Islas Orcadas del Sud " and 
bearing an Argentine stamp with the cancellation 
"IslM Orcadas del Sud/Argentina." 

This looks like the Argentine staking a claim 
to possession of the South Orkneys (and forty 
years of occupation seems to give som~ justific_ati?n) 
and the action of the Colonial Office m sanct10nmg 
these O'{erprints on Falldand Island stamps may 
be a declaration of war by postal propaganda. 
But surely in this year of grace, some better method 
might be found of settling international disputes, 
or, does, the Atlantic Charter not extend down 
into theAntarcttc. 
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(Concluded from page 60) 
Mr. Clay brought up the matter of the formation of a 

junior section, but it was decided to hold this over for further 
discussion. 

The displays next month will be in the capable hands of 
Messrs. Courlander and Ritter. 

Having disposed of the business, the chairman called on 
Mr. Arenson, who displayed a wonderful lot of triangular 
Capes. Among a large number of outstanding items, the 
following were particularly noticeable : Woodblocks. 4d. 
pale blue on original, ld. vermilion mint, all the catalogued 
shades of both values used and the 4d. with right corner 
retouched. There was a full array of both the Perkins Bacon 
and De la Rue issues, mint and used, including strips of 
eight of S.G.1 and 7 used, and mint blocks of eight of S.G.18 
and 21, also a pair of S.G.8. Then followed the unofficial 
roulettes, these being shown both on and off cover, and a 
number of the very rare bisects used in combination with 
other stamps or alone. 

After the tea interval, Mr. Watson, the new President, 
tabled a sm'1ll portion of his well-known Gold :!\Iedal collection 
of Great Britain. Included were many proofs and essays of the 
Queen Victoria and King Edward VII reigns, together with 
'• specimen " stamps in complete sets. Also worthy of par­
ticular note were several copies, mint and used, of the £5 
Queen Victoria, complete mint panes of the Queen Victoria 
,Jubilee issue, a tete-beche pair of the 1 ½cl. K.G.V. the" Pencf" 
varieties of the same stamp and a strip of five of the £1 Postal 
Congress, used. 

Both displays were exceptionally fine, the condition of 
practically every specimen being superb. In every way, a 
philatelic feast. 

T.A.H. 
PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

President-MR. FERGUSON. 
Hon. Secretary-H. A. WAGER, Box 514, Pretoria. 

Meetings-Technical College, 1st and 3rd Mondays, at 8 p.m. 
3rd April. . Mr. Basden in the chair. Mr. Hawke read a 

humerous article on perforations. 
The announcement of Mr. Basden's retirement and 

consequent removal from Pretoria was received with great 
regret. 

Mr. Konya gave a very instructive talk on methods of 
printing stamps. He described in detail the different processes 
and pointed out how important it was to be able to distinguish 
types. He described how master-di_es were _made, and showe_d 
some which he himself had made, 1llustratmg a stamp of his 
own design. By means of a small press he ran ofI two printings 
by two different methods. Mr. Konya presented the design 
and the dies to the Society, and the chairman said how greatly 
that was appreciated. :Mr. Konya was thanked for the 
immense amount of trouble he must have taken in preparing 
the demonstration. 

17th April. Mr. Basden in the chair. 
Dr . .Broom paid a tribute to the excellent work done by 

J\.fr. Basden as chairman of the Society for so many years and 
pointed out what a great loss his retirement was to the Society. 
He himself had received great inspiration from his efforts 
and he was sure other members had also. lVIr. Ferguson was 
elected President and Mr. Hawke Vice-President. 

Allan Cup Competition. Three entries were received. 
Mr. Wright showed a nice clean collection of Seychelles, 
Mr.Weil showed a collection embracing most of the countries 
of S.A., and Colonel Horne showed an extensive and beauti­
fully mounted collection of Egypt. The chairman commented 
on the excellence of all the exhibits, but the judges considered 
the exhibit of Colonel Horne a most outstanding one, and the 
cup was awarded to him. After receiving the cup, Colonel 
Horne made a suitable reply. 

H.A.W. 

ANOTHER WARNING. 
Starnps announces that at least forty dealers 

in the U.S.A. are rushing to Europe whenever 
peace is declared to buy up everything they can in 
the way of war issues. One has announced that he 
has 200,000 dollars to spend and expects to convert 
it into a million within six months. The warning 
goes on "suckers will doubtless grab everything 
that even faintly resembles a stamp, paying any­
thing to get it. When four-fifths of the stuff has 
been denied catalogue listing and prices on the one­
fifth that does make the grade come tumbling 
down to one-tenth, one-twentieth and even one­
fiftieth of what they were, impatient collectors 
will only have themselves to blame for their losses­
the importers will long since have unloaded." 

AIR MAIL COLLECTING. 
In the December number of the Aero Pield, 

our former air mail columnist, Lieut. Godfrey, 
raises the question of how air mails should be 
collected. He himself favours by countries, with 
the proviso that a first flight should only be con­
sidered where it is definitely over a new route, or 
new portion of an established route. 

The Air Mail Brains Trust, as might be 
imagined, vary considerably in their replies. Mr. 
T. F. Field puts in a plea for the historical angle 
and collecting by routes or services rather than by 
countries. Colonel Crouch strongly deprecates 
any attempt at "complete coverage," i.e., all 
possible permutations and combinations as regards 
points of despatch and destination. Miss Penn­
Gaskell says that in general collecting (by far the 
most interesting, in her., view) one cover of each 
historical flight is enough ; only specialists in a 
particular country or particular servico should 
dream of taking in all the points touched in that 
country or in that flight. 

s .......... ~:·;-;-~:;:·:~ .... :;· .... ;~e;~\i""!!~·~:·~~;~ii.!i ... ~i~:~~-~~ .... ::·:: ......... I 
Selections of choice Mint or Used ! 

AF.'RICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., :~=-====::== 0n approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at = 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb· used, at 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD 6- \Vesthill Rd. London S.W.18, England 1 
: i 'iJ \lUUUliMHIII.UtUUU&UUIUIUH&IIIISHUllllllfllHllll&IIHU.UUIMAllll'illll u.&IHHIIIIHIIIIUUHHUIIUHIIIMIIIIUIIIIIIIIIII ........ IIIIHtllllllllU ...... UIUIHIIHIIIIIIUIIHtNIIIII 
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Two Dies of the Ship Vignette of the Electro­
typed ld. Stamps of the Union of South Africa 

By A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A., C.A. (S.A.). 

THE penny denominated stamps, each of which 
pictured Van Riebeek's ship entering Table 

Bay and the sun setting behind Devil's Peak and 
Table Mountain were issued initially on the 1st 
January, 1926. These stamps were surface printed 
by \Vaterlow & Sons, Limited, from en epargne 
electrotyped plates made by ~he Royal Mint in 
London. The stamps were b1eoloured and were 
printed from separate vignette and fra.me plates 
which were made by the electrolytic process via 
lead blocks or moulds derived from en epargne 
steel mast{lr vignette and frame dies engraved at 
the Royal Mint. 

From the two enlarged illustrations of the 
vign.ette it would appear that two _vignette dies 
were utilised for making at le:=tst two vignette plates. 

(1) ]from Fig. 1 it will be observed that the 
sky immediately above the sun is depicted by a 
series of short thick and thin bars and large and 
small dots all in black, whilst the rays of the sun 
are represented by the interstices in white between 
the said bars and dots. The remainder of the sky 
higher up to the right of the ship is depicted by a 
series of horizontal elongated lines and sequent 
short lines which do not extend to the edge of the 
oval in well-centred copies. The sky to the left 
of the ship similarly is depicted by a series of 
horizontal elongated lines which extend to the 
edge of the oval but in attenuated form near the 
said edge. Immediately above the main mast the 
sky is represented by a series of shortlines. For the 
present, Fig. I is designated Die A. 

(2) From Fig. 2 it will be romarked that the 
sky immediately above the sun is depicted by hori­
zontal lines, portionally thinne::l and thickened, 
with very minute interstices in white between some 
of these lines, representing the rays of the sun. The 
remainder of the sky to the right and to the left 
of the ship is depicte::l by a series of horizontal 
elongated lines which extend to the right and to the 
left eiges of the oval in well-centrei copies. No 
short lines or attenuated portions of elongated line3 
appear near the rec,pective e:iges of the oval except 
north-east of the pennant in certi:.tin instances. For 
the present Fig. 2 is designate:! Die B. 

Nom'l.jor differences will be discerned, however, 
as far as the ships themselves aro concerned. It would 
appear that an entirely new vignette die was not 
engraved, but that Die B was obtained from Die A, 
the original master vignette die, as follows :-

( 1) Original Master Die A.-Hardened flat 
st~el die-lines and dots of design in 
relief and negative-taken up by 

(2) Softened cylindrical steel transfer roller­
lines and dots of design hereon in recess 
and positive-additional lines engraved 
hereon in recess, e.g., connecting elon­
gated and short linea by recess cutting 
interstices previously between them­
hardened and transferred to 

(3) Subsidiary Master Die B-previous Die 
A plus additionally engraved lines of 
design in relief and negative. 

Examination of a large quantity of used 
copies of the Waterlow printing.;i reveal~d that 
stamps derived from Die A we!e used durmg. the 
period January-July, 1926, whilst stamps derived 
from Die B were used between August and 
December, 1926. 

_Eventually the printing plates we~e forwarded 
to Pretoria and the Government Prmter under­
took the printing of these stamps until ~he advo~t 
of the rotogravure issues in 1930. The said Pretona 
printed stamps were issued firstly on the 1st Jan­
uary. 1927. The vignette plates utilised by the 
Government Printer showed distinguishing nicks 
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on the jubilee lines below stamp No. 240, viz., 
Plate I, nil ; Pla,te 2, two nicks ; Plate 3, t,hroo 
nicks. 

I first drew attention in t,he South Afri.can 
Philatelist of November, 1935, to the probable 
existence of two vignette dies anent these stamps, 
but I noted no further reference in the philatelic 
press to this matter until I read the remarks of the 
late Mr. L. D. Moore in Gibbons' Stamp Monthly 
of November, 1943, to the effect that "two dies 
of the ship vignette in the first issue of South Africa " 
have not yet acquired catalogue st,atus by Gibbons, 
as separate entities. 

Anent what appears to be two separate vignette 
dies referred to in this monograph I should like to 
have the valued opinions of Messrs. S. G. Rich and 
C. P. Rang, through the South African Philatelist 
and Gibbons' Stamp Monthly, respectively. 

The following is a list allocating the progeny 
of the two Dies A and B :-

Die A. 
London Printing-Plate IA. 
London Printing-Booklet Plate. 
London Printing-Plate proofs in black without 

frames. 
London Printing-Plate proofs in red with frames 

in black. 
Pretoria Printing-Plate 3. 
Pretoria Printing-Booklet Plate. 

Die B. 
London Printing-Plate IB. 
Pretoria Printing-Plate 1. 
Pretoria Printing-Plate 2. 

PAPER SHORTAGE IN U.S.A. 
Stamps announces that publishers have been 

cut to 75 per cent. of the paper they used in 1942. 
Exchange copies and copies to all but fifty-two times 
a year advertisers are being eliminated. 

E. BLUM 
P.O. BOX 1669 CAPE TOWN 

recommends his services to Dealers and Collectors 

alike .for Selling and Buying stamps from all 

countries. Price List now ready and can be sent 

to applicants free on demand. Collections and 

Accumulations bought for spot cash. Highest 

prices paid. Established in South Africa since 

1930. First class references, 

SPLIT "A" IN K.G.V. KEYPLATE. 
The Philatelic Magazine states that it may 

now be taken as established that this keyplato 
was used only in Gambia, St. Helena and Seychelle.s, 
further, that the split " A " has been found on all 
the Gambias and all the Seychelles, so far only on 
some St. Helenas, but preaumably it occurred 
on all. 

WANTED TO BUY 
All types of African stamps, mint and used, 

especially Empire and Foreign Colonies. 
Prompt settlement by cash, mint current 
Australian stamps at face, or used ditto at 
wholesale rates, as desired. Fair prices 
please. 

S. G. Walton. (Member A.P.T.A.), 
Canley Vale, N.s.w., Australia. 

COLLECTORS' WANTS AND OFFERS 
(Twopence per word per insertion 

Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used 
copies wanted. Particularly Edward 
and Georg,e. High prices willingly 
paid. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes­
burg. 

Transvaal. Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarieties wanted bv 

A. E. Basden, Box 288, Pretoria. 
Collections Wanted to Buy .-Old and 

Modern Collections, Single Rarities 
and Errors, Duplicates and Office 
Mixtures. 
Prompt cash on acceptance of offer: 

E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.), 
117 Longmarket Street, Cape T·own. 

For Service, promptness and satisfac-
tion. • 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benom. 
Phone 64-1692. 

Wanted: Great Britain ld. Red Plate 
No. 218; No. 49; No. 49 Plate 1. 

J. P. Martin, P.O. Immerpan. 

with minimum of 2/- per insertion) 

Air Mail: Rare South African Air Mails 
wanted for Specialists collection. 

E'. A. Church, Box 112, Durban. 

Basutoland: Wanted covers, or stamps 
postmarked in Basutoland before 
1910. 

Harding, Box 108, Ladybrand. 

Australia, send 50 different South 
African Stamps and receive 50 
different Australian in return. 

C.A. Brown, Box 12, Lidcombe, N.S.W., 
Australia. 

Canada: Wanted collection and rare 
items of high value. 

E. A. Church, Box 112, Durban. 
All South African Stamps wanted, 

Wholesale quantities. 
S. Curtis & Co., Ashhurst, New 

Zealand. 
Belgian Congo: Wanted Single stamps 

or collection. 
E. A. Church, Box 112, Durban. 
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! BOER PRISONERS OF WAR IN CEYLON I 
t .................... lllHHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIGIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIHlh~ 

In a previous article (S.A. Philatelist Vol. 
18, 1942, pp. 104 and 116) we listed the censor 
marks of various camps in the Union and 
oversea to which Boer prisoners of war had 
been sent. Since then S. G. Rich has ampli­
fied the subject in his book "Philately of the 
Anglo-Boer War." 

Recently one of us (A.W.) came across a 
scrap-book made by a P.O.W. in Ceylon. Its 
condition was a philatelic tra«edy. To begin 
with most covers had been made into "fronts" 
and pasted down on both sides of the album 
leaves; in later years grandchildren had torn 
off a big proportion of the stamps-finally 
the album had been thrown into an outside 
storehouse where rats had gnawn into it. De;. 
spite all this, examination yielded a few new 
items of interest, which we here record. 

(1) A mark which at first sight is very 
similar to the 24 mm. double bordered circle 
mark with no place name, but used possibly 
at all or any of the following places: Green 
Point, Belle Vue, St. Helena and Ceylon. The 
outer circle in this case, however, is 25 mm. 
in diameter and is not a double lined one. The 
wording is "Prisoners of War" between the 
circles and "Passed Censor" in the centre; 
the mark is in violet and is on a cover ad­
dressed to Mount Lavinia from somewhere in 
Natal. 

Several covers in the collection are ad­
dressed or re-addressed to Mount Lavinia but 
there are none with any actual marks of this 
place. It is probably in close proximity to 
Diyatalawa as one cover is addressed to 
"Mount Lavinia Hospital, Diyatalawa." 

(2) A mark seen in violet on two of the 
covers sent to Diyatalawa is a 30 mm. sided 
double triangle with the wordmg •" .C'J of For/ 
P.O.W./Deliver." This appears to be on cor­
rnspondence for Camp Guards or staff, not 
for prisoners. 

(3) Ragama Camp. In our previous article 
(l.c.) we recorded the occurrence of this post­
mark but we had not seen any censor marks 
from it. This collection has provided several, 
the mark being an oval, double border, 63 x 35 
mm. with the wording "Ragama Camp/Passed 
/ .... /Censor." The line for censor's name 
or initials is left unfilled in all specimens seen. 
In violet. 

( 4) 'l'he smaller Diyatalawa censor mark 
with initials as part of the mark may s~ow 
initials E.J.B., O.H. or F.R.N.F. The first 
occur in several marks cancelling the stamps 
of postcards which have evidently been sent 
from a prisoner in one part of the camp to a 
prisoner in another. 

(5) and (6) Two marks,. practically cer­
tainly applied in South Africa, are not un­
common. One is a large "PR. OF WAR" (al­
most 2 inches long, and underlined) in purple; 

all of these are on covers with the Winburg 
postmark. The other is a small-type "Pris­
oner of War" in red, all of which are on covers 
with the Ladybrand postmark. 

There are also in the collection quite a few 
South African censor marks and censors' 
seals which are not recorded in Mr. Rich's 
book. These we have never listed in the S.A. 
Philatelist but we have sent a note of them 
to Mr. Rich for inclusion in any supplement 
or new edition he may contemplate. 

Germane to our subject, although not com­
ing under our actual title, we may he!e record 
a variety of the Bermuda No. 4 Prisoner of 
War censor mark, brought to our notice 
through the kindness of Mr. A. A. Jurgens. 
This is a perfectly printed mark, only the 
number "4" is missing. It occurs to us that 
the explanation may lie in the late date of 
the cover; the Hamilton Bermuda postmark 
is dated JY 11 1902. As peace was made on 
31st May, 1902, may it not be that censoring 
was diminishing, that there were no longer 
four of them on the job and that therefore the 
number was cut out, although the individual 
previously using No. 4 was still at work. 

Mr. A. J. van Rensburg, of Pretoria, who 
was himself a P.O.W. in Ceylon, has sent us 
the following note:-

Diyatalawa was the first, and. remained the 
main camp in Ceylon. When Ragama camp 
was started, the foreign legionaries w~re all 
sent there, burghers of the two Republics re­
maining at Diyatalawa. 

Mount Lavinia was a hospital and convales­
cent depot near Diyatalawa, but serving both 
it and Ragama. The only other camp, 
Urugasmanuandiya, ":as a . small ~ff air 
started mainly for prisoners m transit re­
turning to South Africa. 

ANDREW WATSON. 
J. H. HARVEY PIRIE 

MODERN COLONIALS Pair 

New Zealand Health Triangles at 
Mint set Pitcairn Islands at . . . . 
K.'G. VI. Newfoundland Mint at 
IC.G. VI. Gambia complete Mint at 

Virgin Islands ,. at 
Cook Islands Mint at .. 

Free French Madagascar: 

.. £0 1 6 

.. £0 11 0 
.. £0 l!) 0 
.• £2' 2 0 
. • £0 lG G 
.• £0 10 6 

5c. on le at . . . . . . . . . . . . £0 O 7 
50c. on 90c. at . . . . . . . . . . . . £0 1 6 
1. 50c. (Native Chief) :at .. £0 2 6 

Several others afoo in stock. 
All offers being subject to unsold 

J. CHAMBERS, 
50 Parliament Street 
PORT ELIZABETH. 

JERSEY S'rAMPS. 
Gibbons' Stamp JJ.:I onthly quotes a Berne 

philatelic paper as illustrating four pictorial labels 
inscribed " Jersey Postage " and bearing crude 
views. G.S.M. regards them as of doubtful status, 
considering that the Germans, with their flair for 
stamp propaganda, would, if they had produced 
anything at all, have issued a flamboyant set for 
this piece of occupied British territory. 
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Mr. A. A. Jurgens writes:-" Dear Mr. 
Editor,-In my original article (S.A. Ph. Nov. 
1943 p. 123) on Transvaal pre-adhesive letter 
stamps, I confined myself to facts confirmed 
by -~roduc~ble evidence. In your comments 
puptished 1n the_ Nov. and Dec. issues you 
raise other questions on which I can contribute 
some ~vidence of a different order., viz., re­
collections. T!-'i~se a_re not capable of being 
proved, but fa1lmg tne production of more 
tangible evidence may be of some value. 

"ln 1904, I made the biggest philatelic mis­
take of my life-I would almost call it a 
crime now. I had the opportunity of looking 
over · some 500 covers sent to the late Mr. 
E. J. M. Syfret of Cape Town from Natal 
during the years 1850-1878, and about 300 from 
the Transvaal and O.F .S. from 1864 to about 
1878. But-I did not keep any of them; at 
that time I was only interested in stamps, 
not in postmarks. Many of these covers had 
already had the stamps removed, but I was 
able to tear off a few for myself. I can well 
remember, for instance, taking a 6d. Trans­
vaal imperf., a pale rose 6d. O.V.S. and a 4d. 
Cape, thus spoiling a very fine combination 
cover. 

"I do remember, however, that numerous 
covers · showed the date-stamp figured in Mr. 
Basden's comments ( Fig. 6 'the small Potchef­
stroom dater'), but they were all covers either 
with stamps or from which stamps had been 
removed. There were also covers marked 'In 
Dienst ' in manuscript, but these had been 
marked in the Cape Town office, in manu­
script, ' To Pay ' together with the amount 
payable. 

" From this, therefore, I agree with your 
conclusion that there is no evidence proving 
the ' small dater ' to be a pre-adhesive stamp; 
it was merely a despatching office date stamp 
carrying no franking power. 

" I think if there had been any other type 
of mark than the 'large' and the 'small' 
Potchefstrom daters I would have had some 
recollection of them, but I have norle. 

"With regard to your apologia for Mr. 
Jeppe producing the envelopes with daters 
shewing 6d. in place of the date I must say 
my sympathies lie with Messrs. Hardy and 
Racon in putting these productions in the 
'almost swindle' class." 

Mr. L. A. B. Sharpe, after reading Mr. 
Jurgen's article in the Sept issue, but before 
seeing the further comments, reports having 
three envelopes, . all different in size and 
quality of paper, with Potchefstroom daters 
and 6d. in place of the date. Two of these 
are of the large dater and one of the small. 
But the interesting feature is that one of the 
two with the large dater is addressed to the 
Treasurer General at Pretoria and is back­
stamped as having arrived there on August 
9th, 1871. 

Mr. Sharpe suggests that the envelopes may 
have been intended to be "postal stationery." 
Perhaps they were, but there seems to be no 
getting away from the fact that they were 
specially made to oblige a collector. 

[This perhaps brings us to the " bridge to 
be crossed '' ref erred to by me in Para. 8 of 
my additional comments on these emissions 
(S.A. Ph. Dec., 1943, p. 135), viz., Would the 
status of these envelopes be changed if they 
were found postally used, accepted by the 
Z.A.R. post office? I say "perhaps" because 
Mr. Sharpe's specimen would appea1· to have 
been on official service and therefore may not 
have needed any prepayment at all.-J.H.H.P. 

,MAY SPECIALS 
8 Aegean Islands 1932, loc-1,25L. mint 2/6 
6 Bahamas' pict. 4d., 6d., Sd. mint, with 

and without "Landfall" o/pt. . • 6/6 
4 Bulgaria 1940 airmail, 1-6 leva, mint 'a/-
4 Egypt airmail 40-100 mils, us...<>d • . 5/6 

10 Labuan 1902, l-25c. mint cpl. . . 7 /6 

5 Lebanon 1937 Paris Exhibn., mint 2/6 

8 Samoa 1887/95 ½d.-2/6 mint • . . . 5/6 
8 Samoa 1899 Prov. Govt. ½d.-2/6 mint 4/6 
6 Slovakia 1939, 2-300h. mint . . .. . • . 2/-

10 Spain 1980 Columbus airs, 5c.-lp.m, 2/-
16 Venezuela 1930 airmail 5c-2ob. cpl. 10/6 

Now Available: 

Gibbons Part 2, 1944, Suppilement to Cat. 4/6 

Orders now booked for 1944 Empire Catalog, 
12/6 plus 9d. postage, subjeet safe a1trival. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 

FOR IDENTIFICATION, PLEASE. 

A reader has submitted four stamps, one of 
which is here illustrated, which cannot be identified 

in either Gibbons or Yvert. 
Can anyone help ? The 
stamps are S.G. No~. 
506-509 of Type U postage 
dues, general French colo­
nial issue of 1884-85, all 
in black and imperforate. 
But the overprints cannoi 
be identified; they are 
20 cents on the 10, 15 and 
30 centimes, and l franc 
on the 20 centimes. In 
addition to the overprint 
(in black) there a:re also 
initials on each stamp. 
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SOCIETY 
EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

Chairman-MR. C. HAllPSON. 
Hon. Secretary-MR. S. F. FOWLER, P.O. Box 168, East London. 
~Yeetings-Colosseum Tea Room, Second Fridays, 7.45 p.m. 

At the March meeting the chairman welcomed the visitors, 
especially those in uniform. 

Mr. Hoal gave the first display, Xew Zealand, which ran 
to about eighty sheets ; very strong in first types (fullface 
Queens), and all issues were very well represented. Amoug 
the outstanding items in latter types was the 7d. Centenary; 
1940, a most difficult stamp to get hold of. · 

After tea, the dark horse of the Society, Mr. Chas. Wilson, 
displayed British Central Africa (and gave all present the 
shock of their lives). His display of Nyasaland, Tanganyika, 
Uganda and Kenya was outstandingly fine, particularly the 
latter country. 

The mounting was superb, each stamp being mounted on 
blue flint with a one-eighth margin of blue, and then on white 
sheets-the effect must be seen to be appreciated. 

The chairman asked Mr. Thornton to propose the vote 
of thanks to the members who displayed and the applause 
nearly upset the air-conditioning system. 

c.s. 
PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

Presfrlent-G. K. FORBES. 
Hon. Secretary-C. w. SHEI,'FIELD, P.O. Box 88. 

Meetings-Room 5, City Hall, First and Third Tuesdays. 
The meeting held on 7th March, 1944, was attended by 

twenty-one members. This was just a social and exchange 
evening. 

The second meeting held on 22nd March, 1944, was for 
business. 

We were sorry to hear that Mr. Forbes will be away for 
the next few months, as business compels him to live in 
Grahamstown. 

Three new members were elected and three more proposed. 
This meeting was " Borthwick Night" and the display 

was Australia. Mr. Forbes tabled about twenty pages. These 
were neatly mounted and written up and some beautiful 
and rare specimens were shown. 

Mr. Nicholson also tabled some pages which were keenly 
scrutinised. 

The annual general meeting takes place in May and 
members are asked to attend in full force. We are pleased to 
say Mr. Harmer is recovering from his operation and has left 
hospital. 

The first April meeting was given over to an auction. 
Attendance was good, and most of the packets were 

disposed of. 
The meeting held on 18th April was attended by twenty­

six members, and owing to Mr. G. K. Forbes being away, :Mr. 
Nicholson took the chair. 

It was with pleasure we greeted Mr. Harmer's return, 
looking fit after his recent operation. 

, The demand for the new issues from Stanley Gibbons 
was greatLr tHan the supply, so they were drawn for. Gibbons 
tated they were unable to send larger amounts for the time 

being. 
The rest of the evening was given over to a sale of stamps 

for war funds, and the pleasing amount of £10 was collected. 
L.E.C. 

EAST RAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President-MR. P.R. GUTSCHE 

Hon. Secretary-E. N. RIGG, 103, Kemston Avenue,Benoni. 
1\feeUngs-Third Tuesdays, 8 p.m., Hotel Regent, Benoni. 

There was a fair attendance at the March meeting. 
After the formal business had been dealt with there was an 

auction of stamps for war funds. Mr. Shepherd acting as 
auctioneer. 

The evening's exhibit was provided by Mr. Legator and 
was outstandingly comprehensive. It consisted of envelopes 
and stationery of South Africa ; air mails of 1918, post carde 
' • Make your Sixpence Fly " series ; experimental air mail 
covers from various places in South Africa, including the 
l½d. ship stamp, and both issues of the South African air mail 
stamps ; various post cards used in South Africa and train 
letters. 

E.N.R. 

CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President-K. ALE..XANDER. 

Hon. Seaetary-S. KAGANSON, 16, Military Road, Tamboer's 
Kloof, Capetown. 

11feetings are held at Medical House, 35, Wale Street, Capetown, 
on the Second and Fourth Thursdays of the month at 7.30 p.m. 

March 23rd, Dr .• T. H. Harvey Pirie, from Johannesburg 
was the guest of the evening. The meeting was unfortunately 
delayed awaiting the arrival of the President, owing to a 
breakdown in the railway service on the suburban line, and 

Mr. W. D. Vallance, Vice-President, took the chair and wel­
comed the Dr. in his absence. Dr. Pirie brought down his 
eollection of Transvaal locals, representing Rustenburg, 
J,ydenburg, Volksrust, W olmaransstad, Schewizer Reneke, 
etc., which he placed on the table for the edification of members, 
subsequently gi.ving a most interesting and instructive dis~ 
course on these stamps. Lt.-Com. Enoch proposed a hearty 
vote of thanks to Dr. Pirie. The President, who had arrived 
in the meantime also voiced his pleasure at renewing acquaint­
a,nce with the Dr., reminding him of the narrow escape the~· 
all had on their motor trip from Johannesburg to Pretoria 
to attend the Philatelic Congress, some years ago. 

The sale of stamps by public auction on the 23rd March 
proved a great success and realised £131, which will go to swell, 
the funds of the Society's efforts. The Liberty Cavalcade at 
Green Point Common, 25th March to 1st April, was a wonderfm 
effort and no doubt the Society's aim to reach the £500 mark 
will be more than realised. 

April 13th. K. Alexander in the chair. Mr. B. L. Cock was 
scheduled to display what he described" a Philatelic Medley," 
hut gaveway when it was known that :Mr. F. J. H. Lang, 
President of the Johannesburg Philatelic Society was on a 
visit to Capetown, and had brought down his Rhodesian 
collection which he was prepared to exhibit. Had our Secretar~· 
been able to notify members of the changed arrangement~ 
in time, there would no doubt have been a very much larger 
attendance, although the hall was well filled. 

The great feature of Mr. Lang's display was that the stamps 
were all in perfect mint condition and practically complete 
with the exception of a few of the great ra.rieties, such as the 
Bulawayo Provisionals of 1896, e.g., the 3d. on 5/- with the 
T of three inverted, although he showed a fine block of four 
this issue. The 4d. Cape of Good Hope overprinted " British 
South Africa Company, but with the word Company missing. 
:\Ir. Lang hoped to capture these very elusive stamps at some 
future date. He had a full range of the 1891 issue showin!-( 
the large overprint ,Ad., 2d., 4d., and 8d. There were also 
many blocks of four and larger blocks of various other issues. 
The Victoria Falls set overprinted " Specimen " was rather 
interesting. Then there were many of the arms type over­
printed " Rhodesia " with various errors, such as " no stop " 
after Rhodesia and imperforate between, etc. The double­
head issue of 1910-16 was particularly fine and included all 
the " Gash " errors. The admiral type, dies one two and three, 
made a fine show, and were much admired; they included 
many of the imperforated between varieties. The £1 values of 
this issue, showing the various shades in violet and purple, 
were outstanding. Captain Jacobs proposed a hearty vote of 
thanks to the exhibitor and expressed the pleasure it had 
given him to view his collection, and he felt sure he was 
expressing the sentiments of all present. Mr. Simenhoff and 
:Mr. Alexander also expressed their thanks and admiration 
at the display. Mr. Lang expressed his pleasure at being able 
to show his stamps and be amongst philatelists, also renewing 
his acquaintances with old friends and assured members 
that if at any time they visited Johannesburg, a warm well 
come would be accorded them. 

W.A. 
NATAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

President-A. L. BEVIS. 
Hon. Secretary-G. MILNER PALMER, Box 588, Durban. 

Jieetings-1st and 3rd Wednesdays, London Assurance House, 
319 Smith Street (top floor) 7.30 p.m. 

At our March meeting we elected two new members. 
Our auction was well supported and we raised £3 for the 

Victoria League. Mr. J. Lyle showed his collection of Australia, 
and read a few notes. 

.April Meeting.-The chairman asked all present to stancl 
:ts a token of sympathy in regard to the death of Mr. E. S. 
Phillips. Two new members were elected. 

The chairman drew members attention to the undesirable 
J)ractice of smoking while inspecting exhibits, as it endangered 
valuable stamps which might be damaged by ashes. An 
interesting article entitled "News from Africa," by ML 
P. C. Bishop was read from the Stamp Collectors Fortnightly. 
:\Ir. H. Schroder showed a selection from his collection of 
covers entitled " Souvenir and Commemorative Covers and 
Stamps of the U.S.A. and Other Countries," and read a few 
notes. Mr. L. Petiet also showed selected covers from his 
collect.ion of U.S.A. A hearty vote of thanks was passed 
to both. 

G.M.P 
EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

President-A. WATSON. 
Hon. Secretary-S. F. FOWLER, Box 168, East London. 

Meetings-Colosseum Building, Second Fridays, at 7.45 p.m. 
One of the most successful annual general meetings was 

held on 14th April, twenty-six members and visitors being 
present. Mr. Hampson presided and, after the usual pre­
iiminaries, called for nominations for the various offices, which 
resulted in :M:r. Andrew Watson being elected President for 
the ensuing year, Mr. S. F. Fowler retaining the secretaryship. 
The committee was completed by the inclusion of Messrs. 
Paviour and Lazarus. 

(Concluded on page 55) 
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How fortunate you are I 

JN how many other countries, today, can 

thousands of civilians still travel for pleasure 

or on private business? 

This is the fifth year of a war that has 

disrupted the life of millions almost beyond con­

ception-but you can still sleep in peace in your 

normally full compartment, still have meals 

served to you on the journey, still arrit1e punc­

tually ccnd safely' at your destination. 

You can't all travel whenever you wish because 

accommodation is necessarily limited, and comfort 
and service occasionally fall short of pre-war 

standards, but-how fortunate you are to be able 

to tra.vel at all! 

DO NOT TRAVEL UNLESS YOU MUST 

South African Railways 

iii. 

¼ Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News Agency, 
~ Ltd., Johannesburg~ Printed by Magazine Preas (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, Johannesburg 
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PUBLICATIONS 
By LOWE 

* THE REGENT CATALOGUE (ADHESIVE). 
VOLUME I includes all issues up to 1930 Price 5/6 plus Gd. postage. 

VOLUME II is i::ublished every March and September, includes all issues to date and an addenda to 
Yoiume I. Price } /8 plus2d. postage. 

Throughout both volumes the prices listed are as near as possible market prices; in addition Gibbons' 
and 8cott's catalogue numbers are cross-referenced with Regent numbers for those collectors whose 
collections are based on these catalogues. 

Volume I plus the current edition of Volume II will bring 
you right up to date with the British Empire Market. 

* THE HANDSTRUCK CATALOGUE (1661-1900). 
This is the only catalogue of Handstruck Postage 'Stamps of the British Empire, and lists every known 
rccu1·ded marking with prices. All Provisional Handstruck Stamps issued prior to 1900 are listed, and 
those in use in Great Britain from 1840 to 1853 are catalogued in detail. The historical dnta included 
is invalual:)le to the collector-as is the catalogue itself. Price }Q/6 plus Gd. postage, 

which includes the December 1942 Supplement. The latter can be obtained separately. 
Price } / 6 plus 2d. postage. 

* THE GT. BRITAIN SPECIALISED CATALOGUE (1661-1943). 
This incorporates the Great Britain sections fr-0m the two catalogues mentioned above with a lot of 
additional specialised data, such as details of the plating of the line-engraved issues, illustrations of 
essays and proofs, sizes of sheets, cancellations, and a catalogue of postal stationery. T1''i. ne,· edition, 
published in March, 1943, includes a catalogue of the Circular Delivery, C,,:le"'e, &·'_- "' Y, elegra11h 
and Postal Revenue Stamps as well as the re-writing of several sections. 

The price of the new edition is } Q /6 plus Gd. postage. 

All enquiries to 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
50, PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.1. 

Abbey 4034, 
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Confident 
when 

Buying and Selling 
This very grateful tribute to the quality of the 

service provided by Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auctions 
is but one of the many hundreds of compliments that we 
receive each season. 

The success of Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auctions 
is the fruit of more than 50 years' consistent effort to 
provide a perfect service and complete satisfaction for 
Vendor and for Buyer. 

Every feature of every sale at Harmer's of Bond 
Street is handled by experts-men whose wide experience 
enables them to reveal those little extra points of a stamp 
that enable the distant Buyer to bid confidently and in 
complete security, and ensure for the Vendor a fair price 
for his stamps. 

That is why almost all the great collections are placed 
with Harmer's of Bond Street for dispersal-why more than 
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United 
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond 
Street Stamp Auctions-why Harmer's have a larger turn­
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer. 

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of 
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues. 
Our brochure "Selling Stamps at Auction" also is free to 
prospective Vendors. 

H. R. HARMER 
The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS. 
39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1, 

ENGLAND. 
Cables: "HARMER'S BOND STREET LONDON." 
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UNION AND S.W.A. NOTES 
Following on the information given in our 

March issue, here are notes supplied by the 
Post Office authorities in respect of print­
ings of postage stamps, etc., carried out dur­
ing the period 8th January to 17th April, 
l.944. . 
(a) War Postag_e Stamps 

M.-J ob No. 1776. A total of 190,000 sheets 
of 360 stamps each delivered subEequently to 
26.8.43 on an order for 250,000. Cylinder 40 
as before. · 

ld.-J ob No. 1777. A total of 152,500 sheets 
of 360 stamps each delivered subsequently to 
21.10.43 on an order for 250,000. Cylinder 
6,922 as before. 

2d.-J ob No. 6192/8646. 1,200,000 sheets of 
240 stamps ordered but none yet delivered. 

3d.-Job No. 8762. ~,000 sheets x 360 de­
livered subsequently to 13.4.44 on an order for 
75,000. Cylinder 7014 as before. 

6d.-Job No. 6198/8047. 54,270 sheets x 240 
delivered subsequently to 9.2.44 on an order 
for 50,000. Cylinder 6916 as before. 

ls.-J ob No. 6199 /8648. 81,600 sheets x 240 
delivered subsequently to 2.3.44 on an order 
for 80,000. Cylinder 46 as before. 

ls. 3d.-Job No. 8649. 20,000 sheets x 240 
delivered subsequently to 21.3.44 on an order 
for 15,000. Cylinder 37 as before. 
(b) Union Postage Stamps 

2s. 6d.-Job No. 8650. 16,800 sheets x 60 
delivered on 14.3.44 on an order for 15,000. 
Cylinders 27 and 7017 as before. 

5s.-Job No. 86Gl. 5,000 sheets x 60 de .. 
livered on 14.3.44 on an order for 4,000. 
Cylinders 41 and 6929 as before. 
(c) Roll Stam'ps 

~d.-J ob No. 3034. A total of 1,077 Tolls 
x 500 stamps and 1,559 rolls x 1,000 delivered 
between 14.9.43 and 18.1.44. Cylinder 6911 as 
before. 

ld.-Job No. 9038. · 4,822 rolls x 500 de­
livered IJetween 2.9.43 and 14.12.43. Cylinder 
16, new. 

Job No. 6193. 500 rolls x 500 and 840 rolls 
x 100 delivered on 7.3.44. Cylinder 16 as be­
fore. 

( d) Postage Due Star.p,ps 
ld.-Job No. 10,013. 14,100 sheets x 60 

delivered on 28.3.44. Cvlinder 50 as before. 
2d.-Job No. 8656. 60,600 sheets x 60 de­

livered on 28.3.44. Cylinder 7,021 as before. 
(e) Official Stamps 

2d.-J ob No. 10,034. 1,000 sheets x 120 of 
Union postage stamps supplied by the P.M.G. 
and overprinted "Offi.cial-Offisieel" on flat 
bed machine from old forme. Delivered on 
14.3.44. 
(f) Active Service Lette1· Cards. 

3d.-J ob No. 3032. A final delivery on this 
order, totalling 4,414,800 cards. Cylinder 59 
as before. 

Job No. 14. A further order has been placed 
for 5,000,000. It is reported that a new cylin­
der, No. 80, is in use, but no deliveries have 
yet been received. 
(g) Pictorial Inland Postcards 

ld.-Job No. 3,036. 1,257,680 postcards have 
up-to-date been delivered on this order. 
Cylinders 86 and 87 as before. 
(h) Overprinted S.W.A. 

Job No. 331037. Sheets supplied by P.M.G. 
and overprinted on flat bed machine from 
old forme, 25.1.44: ld., 3,000 sheets x 360; 2d., 
5,000 sheets x 240; 6d., 1,500 sheets x 240. 

A correction has to be made to the infor­
mation given in our March issue in connec­
tion with ,Job No. ::;2,238, ls. overprinted 
S.W.A. in small letters. The overprinting· was 
done with a completely new forme with 240 
slugs. 

VARIETIES. 
Mr. R. E. J. Currell wdtes: I find (1) that 

although the Natal Society's catalogue says 
the shuttered window variety of the 3d. 
"Groote Schuur" stamp was not corrected, I 
have a copy where the fault has been cor­
rected. 

(2) The same catalogue says that h1 the 
"broken yoke-skey" variety of the 5s. stamp 
the missing top of the skey is to be found 
in the left-hand value tablet ( adhering to 
the top of the 5 according to Gilbert.-Ed.). 
In my copy the broken piece is abo1.,,e the 
value tablet. 
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(3) I have a copy of the S.W.A. Hd. Offi­
cial with the foot of an L broken off, .so that 
it looks lige a figure "1". 

(4) I also have an S.W.A. 2d. official with 
the S.W.A. misplaced to the right so that the 
S is under the I of "Offisieel" instead of un­
der the F. Why doesn't Gibbons mention this'? 
1 t appears to me to be a better variety than, 
say, an overprinted C being called an 0, or, 
as above, a broken L being called a 1. 

Dr. E. Mosely submits specimens of two 
minor varieties of the bantam ld. One, he 
terms the "Corporal Nurse" as there is a 
mark on the right sleeve very suggestive of 
a corporal's stripes; the other, not quite so 
apt, he states has been called the "bleeding 
hearti''-there is a small red mark on the 
chest, but anatomically it is on the high side 
for the heart. Both flaws are constant and 
each occurs twice in a sheet. 

Mr. H. W. James, of Cradock, reports that 
he recently acquired a coil of ld. stamps 
which did not show the recurrent flaws re­
ported last month, but it had another peculi­
arity, in that the perforations were almost 
missing all down the right-hand side. A ~d. 
coil showed two small flaws recurring every 
22 stamps; No. 1 showing a green dot to the 
left of the springbok's head and No. 4 a green 
stripe running through the right ear and 
horns, also a small green dot to the left of 
the nose. 

Mr. A. Lichtenstein writes in connection 
with "adjustment of the comb perforator" and 
Mr. Roberts' statement "this occurs on ban­
tams with bisecting roulettes, but not, of 
course, on trisected roulettes.". Why "of 
course?" It d 1oes occur on the trisects, as well 
as on any Pretoria roto productions, including 
even such items as Postage Dues, Savings 
Bank stamps, etc. 

He also notes a constant flaw in the 3d. + 
3d. Voortrekker Fund stamp of 1938 which 
does not seem to have been reported before. 
This is a white dot in the left centre of the 
large arch of the monument, lookmg almost 
like a bright light or lamp. This occurs on 
stamp 3 of row 6 and is present also, of 
course, on the S.W.A. overprints. 

AIR MAILS. I 

It was officially announced that an air­
mail sel'vice for letters and postcards to Great 

Britain and Ireland was re-started on 23rd 
May. Rates ls. 3d. per i oz. for letters and 
nd. for postcards. 

Normally the man will go all the way by 
air, but it is po_ssible that sometimes it will 
have to be transferred to surface routes in 
the last stages of the journey. 

A service from Britain cannot be arranged 
yet. 

CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY'S 
LIBERTY CAVALCADE LAHELS. 

In their very successful drive for funds at 
the Cavalcade the Society fairly spread it­
self in the way of philatelic mementoes. They 
had single "stamps'' on sale for some time 
before the Cavalcade at ld. each, with let­
tering and design in blue on an orange-yel~ow 
background. The top right has the wordmg· 
"The Cape Town Philatelic Society 1944" and 
the bottom right "ld." In tlie bottom left is 
the emblem of the cavalcade, an inverted 
horse-shoe through v1hich is jumping a winged 
Pegasus with the rider carrying a torch 
whose rays radiate over the stamp. 

At the Cavalcade itself they had miniature 
sheets with from ld. stamps and inscribed 
margins, on sale at their exhibit.· These 
proved very popular ~nd, at 6d. or sometimes 
ls. per sheet, the issue was completely sold 
out. 

Mr. A. H. Sydow was responsible for the 
designing of the sheets, along with Mr. J. 
Goodman, the designer of the Belgian Congo 
Monument stamps of 1941. There was a plate 
1 and a plate 2, the colours of both being 
blue and brown, but plate 2 was blue where 
plate 1 was brown, and vice versa. The motif 
in each stamp was the same as in the single 
"stamps," although varying in details of ar­
rangement. 

Plate 1 was printed from line-block and 
the firi;;t lot were run off without the plate 
number. To meet the demand stereos were 
made from the line-block and used simul­
taneously for printing plate 2. 

Mr. Sydow notes that he had the pleasant 
experience of doing some of the printing and 
perforating personally. 

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS 
E]111111111,11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111101111111111111111111111111111111111u1a1111111111 1u111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,11111111111111111111111111111nnf! 

Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIALS 
should get into touch with me AT ONCE 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 
AF'RICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
0n approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 

I ;~•;;;;• ~u; e:~~i ;;t{;:~: R;;~~;,s ;:;;: 
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HAR}IER'S AUCTIONS. 
,Judging from prices realised at some recent 

sales, New York would appear to be the place 
at present in which to buy and London in 
which to sell. Here are some items with two 
prices, firstly, the catalogue or estimated cash 
value, and, secondly, the figure realised: - -
"5,Tew rorh 

Cape ld. Woodblock, 125 dollars, 86 dollars. 
Cape 5s. C.A., 200 dollars, 51 dollars. 
Cape ½d. on 3d. C.A., variety "Enny," 

200 dollars, 20.50 dollars. 
Vryburg, set of 4, 77 dollars, 36 ,dollars. 
A batch of Transvaal-Cape combination 

covers, estimated values, 20 to 75 ,dollars each, 
fetched 15 to 50 dollars. 

Natal K.E. £1, 50 dollars, 22 dollars. 
London 

B.E.A. on India 5 r., double opt., £35, £29. 
B.E.A. 50 r. 1897, £35, £35. 
Natal £1 10s., £50, £36. 
Rhodesia £1 error of colour, block of 4, 

£180, £175. 
St. Helena 15s. used, £25, £26. 
Zululand Postal Fiscal ls. imperf., £25, 

£24. 
1!]11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111t11111111111111111111111111111111111111111G] 

~ 

0 NATAL STAMPS" 
WANTED 

to buy for cash. Highest prices paid for 
fine copies of all early embossed stamps, 
and full face engraved Queens in any 
amount, mint or used. Also later high 
values, errors, varieties and numeral 

cancellations Nos. 3 to 84. 

Please send approval select~ons to: 

455 West Street, DURBAN 

.. 

@u11111u1111t1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111[EI 

CORSICA. 
This island has the honour of issuing, early 

in this year, under the auspices of the National 
Committee of Liberation, the first stamp or 
liberated France. It is a 1 fr. 50 stamp with 
the head of "11farianne" (France) taking the 
place of the former stamp of that denomina­
tion with the portrait of Petain. Further 
Yalues are probably on issue by now. 

E. BLUM 
P.O. BOX 1669 CAPE TOWN 

reoommends his services to Dealers and Collectors 

alike .for Selling and Buying starilps from all 

countries. Price List now ready and can be sent 

to applicants free on demand. Collections and 

Accumulations bought for spot cash. Highest 

prices paid. Established in South Africa since 

1930. First class references. 

M.E.F. "CO}IBINATION COVERS." 

Mr. T. A. Harper, of Port Elizabeth 
writes: "Apparently ·any combinations of 
s~amps are accepted at Army Post Offices pro­
vided they make up the full required rate of 
postage. In addition to those chronicled in 
your January and April numbers I have the 
following combinations made up 'to cover air 
mail rates": -

.South Africa, New Zealand, Great Britain 
and Egypt. 

South Africa, New Zealand, Great Britain, 
Australia and Egypt. 

South Africa, Great Britain, New Zealand, 
India and 50 c. Italy. 

South Africa, Great Britain and Italian 
Libya. 

It might be mentioned here incidentally, 
tbat we have recently been shmvn a cover sent 
from a South African soldier serving in the 
Western Desert in 1916 which ·was a " com­
bination cover " of the same type, tho stamps 
on the covers being mixed South African, 
British and Ecryptian. The post mark was 
"Field Post Office/S.A.1." 

WANTED TO BUY 

All types of African stamps, mint and used, 
especially Empire and Foreign Colonies . 
Prompt settlement by cash, mint current 
Australian stamps at face. or used ditto at 
wholesale rates, as desired. Fair prices 
please. 

S. G. Walton. (Member A.P.T.A.), 
Canley Vale, N.S.W., Australia. 

A.M.G.O.T. OVERPRINTS. 
From the reopening of the Naple::; post of­

fice on 10th December, 1943, there were put 
in use Italian stamps (20. 35 and 50c) over­
printed "Governo Militaire Alleeto"; their 
life, however, was very short as they became 
obsolete as from 19th January. They were used 
only on civilian correspondence within the 
Naples area. 

The American pripted i-egular A.M.G.O.T. 
stamps are still, apparently, only in use in 
Sicily, not on the occupied mainland of Italy. 
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Blue Mafekins Stamps With Wate:rmark 
A DISCOVERY. 

By DR. K. FREUN V. 

The description given generally in cata­
logues and literature for the paper of the 
blue Mafeking Siege stamps (S.G. 17-23) is: 
"Plain laid paper," ".unwaterrnarked." That 
this description is not quite exact, shall be 
explained below. Before describing the ac­
tual newly discovered watermark, a few ex­
planatory remarks are necessary with regard 
to the class of paper used for the "blue" 
stamps, which is not at all "plain laid." 

I 
I. LAID PAPER BATONNE. 

The "laid paper" on which the "blue" 
stamps were printed, shows the usual water­
marked lines "horizontal" at a distance of U 
mm. from each other (the knowledge of this 
measurement is important for the discovery 
of photo-lithographed forgeries on different 
paper). 

Altogether overlooked until now has been 
the fact, that vertical lines are crossing the 
"horizontally laid" lines at an average dis­
tance of 25 mm. from each other, thus: 

1: I I 
The distance of these vertical lines is 

sometimes slightly more, sometimes slightly 
less than 25 mm. 

As can be seen, the majority of stamps must 
fall on such a vertical line, and indeed most 
stamps show it quite pronounced at the back, 
"at left," "centre," or "at right." 

_The technical. term for t1!is class of paper 
with parallel Imes some distance apart is 
"Batonne." Catalogues should specify it as 
that, in order to be exact and to point out 
the frequent (watermarked) vertical line. 

II. THE ORIGIN AL PAPER SHEETS. 
From the fact that the paper is "laid 

batonne," conclusions can be drawn as to its 
source and as to the original size of the paper 
sheets. 

: 

In this regard, no definite information, of­
ficial or otherwise, has been given yet. The 
opinion of B. W. H. POOLE (S.A. Provisional 
War Stamps, 1901, p. 36) and of the late 
Major W. J. HARRINGTON ("S.A. Phil­
atelist," July, 1938, p. 100, and February, 
1941, p 21), that the paper was "specially 
manufactured in Mafeking,'' is without foun­
dation as there were no paper mills iri the 
whole of Southern Africa at that time. The 

late siege postmaster and a siege printer's 
assistant, with both of whom I correspond, 
had no recollection of particulars about the 
original paper sheets. 

Now, the statement that the paper is "laid 
batonne" gives us the likely solution. Mr. A. 
Lichtenstein, to whom I am indebted for valu­
able assistance in the study of the ld. 
"Bicycle" stamp, has rightly pointed out to 
me that such paper is generally used only for 
legal documents or for better class stationery, 
the vertical lines ~erving as guidelines wnen 
writing. There must have been stocks of such 
legal document sheets in the besieged town. 
The authorities took these sheets over and 
used them as the printing paper for the 
stamps, after treating and "sensitizing'' the 
paper for the photographic ferro-prussiate 
process. 

T~e fa<.:t that this cJass of document paper 
has mvar1ably a papermaker's watermark in­
dicating the class or type of paper concerned 
gave one the idea of examining the blue Mafe~ 
king stamps for traces of such a watermark. 

I =: II 
III. THE WATERMARK "OCEAN A FINE.'' 

By scrutinising the backs of blue Maf eking 
stamps, one can indeed find, in a few in­
stances, traces or even parts of watermarked 
letters. In rare cases, complete letters appear 
watermarked on a stamp. 

A papermaker's watermark is in general of 
large design, covering a space equal to a 
number of stamps. Qwing to the lack of in­
formation and to the scarcity of bigger blocks,, 
there was some difficulty in finding out and 
reconstructing the complete original water­
mark. 

I was fortunate ~nough to succeed in re­
constructing with single stamps, in "jig-saw 
puzzle" style, the complete watermark, which, 
seen from the back of stamps, looks as 
follows: 

The top word "OCEAN A" is in old Eng­
lish Outline, the letters being 1 n mm. high, 
except for the "0" which is 23 mm. high; 
the overall length is 4 1/16 in. (10.3 cm.). 
The bottom word "FINE" is in Roman Cap­
ital Outline, the "F" being 14½ mm. and the 
other letters being 11 mm. high; the· overall 
length is 2i ins. (5.6 cm.). 
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The class of paper concerned was usually 
p_ut on ~he market in sheets of double foolscap 
size, with the watermark appearing once in 
every foolscap part. Thus, only some of the 
stamp sheets, consisting of 12 stamps ( 3 rows 
of 4), fell on a watermarked portion of the 
paper. 

Th_e pos!tion of the watermark is naturally 
varymg with every sheet on which it does ap­
pear. In the majority of cases, it seems either 
to have started somewhere in the bottom row 
only, or to have finished just in the top row 
of stamps. 

Co~paring the original foolscap size with 
the size of ~he stamp sheets, and according 
to my experience, I would say that about 8 
per cent. of the blue Mafeking stamps will 
show parts of the watermarked letters. Com­
plete letters on a stamp, as already mentioned, 
are very rare. 

So far I have seen .. the watermark normal 
and inverted, but never reversed. 

As the waterma1·k is only an occasional one, 
the blue Maf eking issues are correctly de­
scribed in catalogues as prmcipally having 
"no watermark.'' But it is of great impor­
tance to know that a watermark actually 
exists and frequently appears in the form 
of parts. of certain letters as described. 

For, in contrast to "printer's imprints," 
which have become lately such desirable and 
collectable items, but which appear mostly on 
sheet margins only, our watermark appears 
in the stamps, being, so to say, a substantial 
part of them. And what is still more impor-· 
tant, those small parts of watermarked let­
ters, when discovered on a stamp, are an 
excellent "certificate" for its genuineness. 

The new FALKLANDS DEPENDENCIES issues 
'l'lle current stamps or Falkland Islands, ½d, to ls. (8 values), have been overprinted for eaoh of the 

foHowing places : 
G RA HAU LAND, SOUTH GEORGIA, SOUTH ORKNEYS, SOUTH SHETLANDS 

(see May S.A. Philatelist, page 54). 

We can supply the four complete mint sets (32 stamps in all) fo1• 17s. the lot, registered post free. 
tHoc ... s of tour for !.i7s. Country cheques to include 6d. bank charge; postal orders should not be 

crossed. 
our stock of <1urrent mint British Empire sets is the largest and our prices the lowest in Africa. 
Send list of countries in which you are. interested, i,;biting: whether short sets to ls. or complete 
:.ets are ,vanted, and we will fill in our prices and return list. Blocks of four can also be supplied. 

t' .o. Box h8:!6, ROBERTSON' STAMP co. (PTY.) LTD JOHANNESBURG 

Office: 20 First Floor. Old Arcade, 

ETHIOPIA. 
From 4th-12th November there were put on 

sale a limited number of the current stamps over­
printed with the word "Obelisk" in English 
and Amharic, the occasion being the unveiling 
of a statue of liberty by the Emperor. 

It is stated that stamps of a new design are 
under consideration. These will probably be of the 
size of British stamps and will include dollar 
valueR and an air mail series. 

100 Market Street 'Phone 33-1454. 

S. RHODESIA. 
The leading British catalogues only give 

one perforation (14) for the first issue of this 
country. The Check List published by the 
Philatelic Society of Rhodesia in 1932 gives 
some varieties, but Mr. W. G. Nodder 
("Stamp Collecting," 18th March) finds there 
are a good many more, particularly if quarter­
perfs. are taken into consideration. This 
article should be consulted for -details. 
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Revie,v 
The Han:dlstruck Lett,er Stamps of the 

Cap,e of :Good ;Hope from 1792 fo 1853, and 
the Postmar~s from 1853 to 1910; by A. A. 
Jurgeins. Pr'mted by the Cape 'Times,, Ltd., 
Cape T,own, and published by subscription. 

The fame of Mr. Jurgens' work preceded 
it. Philatelists, whether specially inte:vest2d 
in Cape stamps or not, knew that a work 
of vital importance was in the making as 
an outcome of long years of patient study 
and research. It may be, said without fear 
of contrad1ction that the r2sult mor,e than 
justifies one's anticipations. This is a book 
that must take hig:h rank among those which 
l,ave- been called into being: by the romantic 
history of the stamps of the Gape of Good 
Hope. 

Among- its several for,ewo-rds, the commen­
rlation ,of General Smuts, like that of Mr. 
Lenton, the out-going P.M.G. of the Union, 
provideR pleasant testimonv from a non­
philatelist. A g-reat deal mo"',e to our pur­
pose, as philat,eliRts is th,, "Introduction," 
by Dr. L. B. Goldschmidt, F.R.P.S., who re­
marks that in this s"'"udy of lett 0 r-stamps 
of the, pre-Rowland Hill era "one finds one­
self in a field where the adhec;ive label th::it 
w~ now call a 'stamp' h:::ts he,en pr,eceded by 
other marks, more verily stamps, as they 
we-re mi>de by 'stamping' a sivn on the mis­
sive with an implement designed for that 
purnose." 

'T'herP is food for thought in this for ::ill 
those coll,ectors - and probably th3y still 
eoY11.nri8e a l:::i,rge maiority of the phila­
telic community - who contend that "the 
adhesive stamo's. the thing" and thev will 
have none othe,r. It was because of this 
perhans rath?r narrow vi,ew that a stamp 
is not a stamp unle,ss it is a g11mmed label 
that we threw overboard as collectable ob­
jects all stamped stationery, abandoning­
thPse thin.i:rs in common with all, or :r,e.a-rlv 
all, local issues. Onlv when a handstruck 
stamn is known to have, f-,,tched some spec­
tacular figure - e.g., the first issue of 
Bermuda - only when a local has some 
spec1al backi:rround of history. aR in the cas,e 
of the "Ladv McLPod" of r:rrinidad. is it 
suftP".'ed to retain itR e~/alog-ne status. 

Y,et !ev,ejry true specialist of this or that 
countrv or ·colonv feels in his bnnes. th~t he 
must collect or att,empt. to collect everything-, 
frank or postmark, adhesive stamp or non­
adhesive. that has played its part in the 
transmission of mail matter from place to 
plae". And such phihit,elis+s are growing­
rapid1v in numbers. We have evidence of 
it in thP success attending- the Rohson Lowe 
"postal J,istory" auction sales in London with 
their indication of a keen pursuit of postal 
objects that ante-date the era of the adhe­
sivP· lahel. 

Mr .• Jurgens goes back to the verv be~in­
ning of po"tal communicatfons at the Cape 
by describing and picturing the stones 

erected by the ,early navigators that served 
as the primitive posting boxes of the period. 
Passing to the first actual stamping of let­
ters. at the. Gape in 1792, it is, noted that 
there had been handstruck stamps on J!etters 
from the Dutch East India Company three 
years before that time. These carried a 
species of monogram of the letters "V.O.C.," 
an abbr,eviation of "De Ver,eenigde Neder­
landsche Geoctroyeerde Oost-Indische Com­
pagni'e." From here onwards there is a se­
quential story of the postal history of the 
Cape, during the first British occupation, the 
Batavian R,epublic, and the second British 
occupation, 'with particular attention to such 
milestones of postal development as the first 
dated lett,er-stamp, the first official lPtter­
stamps or "franks,'' the issues (unofficial) 
of postmast,ers' private stamps and the 
cachets of forwardin~ agents. Throughout 
thes-P. chapters the illustrating- is of a more 
lavish character than any similar work has 
attempted, and a vast deal of mattqr, both 
in letterpress and pictures, now sees the 
light of day for the first time. 

And so the story is told in Mr .• Turvens' 
Part I down to the time when the first 
adh?sive stamps, the ev,er famous Trianrru­
lars, made their appearance on the scene. 

Part II (1853-1910) covers the perfod with 
which the av,erage philatelist is mainly con­
cerned. Apart frum historical interest, this 
S!•?ction of the work, although it deals pri­
marily with postmarks as distinct from 
·stamps, is the more valuable. It reveals, 
more strikingly than any philatelic work the 
writer has seen, how important can be the 
interplay betw,een the stamp and the can­
cellation it carries. Here, as in Part I, there 
is a vast deal of new matter, the product 
of much delving into achives and official 
records - so ofti?n, as J urg,ens more than 
once laments, woefully incomplete. Among 
its illustrations - thanks to a recent re­
laxation of regulations, permitting reproduc­
tionR of postage stam_ps in colour, so long 
,as they he obsol,ete issues - W!q are given 
illustrations of the sheets of the historic 
"woodblock" in as nearly as possible the red 
of the pPnny and the pale' blue of the four­
·pence value. 

Mr. Jurp:ens has be.en fortunate in his 
helpers and collaborators. He gives· gen­
erous ackno"vlPdgment to all. Pa-rtfoularly 
he gives. thanks to Dr. Harve1y Pirie for 
advice on the practical side of book­
Production, and to Dr. Golrlschmidt, of Cap,e 
T:own, an<l to Dr. P. J. Venter, of the Cape 
Archives Department. "without whose assfa­
tance the work might nev,er have reached 
finality." Yet when all is said and done 
it is the patient research extendinP-" ove; 
manv years and the indomitable enth"usi~sm 
animatinP" its ,anthor th::it have .triumphed 
over all difficulti.iqs, and hearty cong·ra+ula­
tions will be ,extended to Mr. A. A. Jurgens 
for a very notable work. P.C.B. 
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COLLECTORS' WANTS AND OFFERS 
(Twopence per word per insertion with minimum of 2/- per insertion) 

Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used Transvaal. Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
copies wanted. Particularly Edward covers and rarities wanted by 
and George. High prices willingly A. E. Basden, Box 288, Pretoria. 
paid. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes­
burg. 

Collections Wanted to Buy .-Old and 
Modern Collections, Single Rarities 
and Errors, Duplicates and Office 
Mixtures. 
Prompt cash on acceptance of offer: 

E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.), 
117 Longmarket Street, Gape T·own. 

Australia, send 50 dif:flerent South 
African Stamps and receive 50 
different Australian in return. 

C.A. Brown, Box 12, Lidcombe, N.S.W., 
Australia. 

Basutoland: Wanted covers, or stamps 
postmarked in Basutoland before 
1910. 

Harding, Box 108, Ladybrand. 

Wanted: Capes, Transvaals~ Free St~te, 
Natal, Protectorate, and Rhodesian 
stamps. 

Write: A. Nesemann, Box 36, Graaff 
Reiuet.. 

Liberia: Wanted collection, sets or single 
stamps. 

Angus Bennett, Box 733, Cape Town. 

A FREE FRENCH CAMEROON ERROR. 
Messrs. "Whitfield King & Co., report having 

come into the possession of sixty copies of the 
50c green and carmine Free French issue of 1940 
with the overprint "Cameroun Francais, 27.8.40" 
inverted. This is part of a sheet of seventy-five 
and of the remaining fifteen, twelve were sold in 
cheap packets as normals. The sixty are being 
offered at £12 each so long as the supply lasts. 
There should be twelve lucky purchaBers of packets. 

MOZAMBIQUJD. 
SupplieB of the large 1938 stampB appear to 

bo running short, for letters are no,w coming 
through ,vith tho smn ll "Lusiad" stamps of 
1933, especially from Jfoira, where, of course, 
these stamps were not formerly valid for use 
as it was in the ..Mozambique Company's 
domain. 

RECENT PRINTINGS OF AFRICAN 
COLONIALS. 

"Stamp Collecting" reports that the Crown 
Agents have now released "recent printings" 
(no longer called "reprints") of Nyasaland 
and other Aflican colonies. Here are the 
details: 

For Service, promptness and satisfac­
tion. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 
Phone 54-1692. 

All South African Stamps wanted, 
Wholesale quantities. 

S. Curtis & Co., Ashhurst, New 
Zealand. 

Mr. E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom, 
offers Blocks of South African Col­
onies and Union, also full range of 
Entires. 

Wanted: Gibbons catalogues whole world 
edition or 2, parts 1939, ditto 1941. 
Gibbons Stamp Monthly's years 1942 
and 1943-24 numbers. State price to 

A. R. Sheard, Box 497, Lourenco 
Marques. 

Wanted: French Equatorial Africa Free 
French overprints 4c olive (red) ditto 
(black), 30c green (red), 30c blue 
(red), 50c chocolate (red), 1f blue­
green (red), 1.75 blue (black), lOf 
violet (black), 3.75 air, 10/2.50 air. 

Loxley Chamings, 97 Church Street, 
Klerksdorp. 

Nyasaland 
Original printings 1938, creamy paper and 

gum, perf. 12½ (except 5s. p. 14). 
New printings, March, 1944, white paper and 

gum, perf. 12¾ x 12½ (except ls., which re­
mains 12L and 5s. p. 14). 

ld., l}d. and 2d. are in tho Dceomber, 1942, 
eolours. 

3d. is n slightly brighter blue. 
4d. and 6<l., colours as before. 
fld. a deeper shade. 
]s. orange, instead of ro<ldish orange. 
3s. (a De La Rue product, otlwrs lieing 

Waterloo and Sons) changed from gret'l1 and 
re<l on yello•N to dee1) green and carmine on 
thin paler yellow paper. 

· (To be continued). 
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Notes on the Union andS.W.A .. Large ~ 7ar Issues 
1 By A. LICHTENSTEIN 

August 1st, 1941, saw the first value of 
the "large" war issue being put into circu­
lation. It was · the 3d.,, in the familiar 
"Women's contribution to the War Effort" 
design, printed in blue. This stamp ·was 
followed by the other denominations of this 
series in the order and on the dates fol­
lowing, viz.: 

4d. Chestnut (Coastal Defence Artillery), 
August 28th, 1941. 

6d. Orange (Steel Welder at work), Sep­
tember 3rd. 

2d. Violet ( Seaward Defence Foree), Sep-
tember 15th. 

ld. Carmine (Nursing and Medical Ser-
vices), October 3rd. 

ls. Dark brown (Tank Corps), October 
27th. 

M. Bright green (Infantry), November 
19th. 

Hd. Bottle-green (Air Force), January 
12th, 1942. . . . . 
Out .of this total of ,eight denon;11~i;t10ns, 

two (i.e., the 2d. and ls.) were b1lmgual 
stamps the other six being arrang·ed alterna­
tely in' English and Afril~a.ans on each shoot; 
and with the sole exception ?f the 6d. _value, 
all unilingual stamps start with an Afrikaa~s 
stamp first on the sheet. The "':atermark 1s 
"multiple Springbok's head" upright on the 
}d., ld., Hd., 3d. and ls. vah~•es and sideways 
(with horns pointing to the right) on the 2d., 
4d. and 6d. The perforation is }4 aH round 
for· the 2d., 4d. and 6d., an<l 14:t x 14~t fo1: 
the other five values. l have rn~t hem'd o( 
any values existing· with inverted 'w.aterrnark, 
nor of any "joined sheets/' though the latter 
ar,e likely to exist. A "hardy a.nnual" crop­
ping up every now and then in the overse~s 
philatelic press is the "smaller" stamp -yap­
ety, sometimes offered . by ent~r~r1smg 
dealers as a "rare" variety. This sm_al­
ler" stamp is common to all Umon 
rotary printed stamps (it also occ~rs 
on the reC'ent Matabeleland Commemorative 
of S. Rhodesia) in one row of practically every 
sheet· the only exception being those few 
sheet~ on whieh the perforating machine 
·1·e·gisters exactly at the starting and finish­
ing points. Usually the1'e appears to be a 
minute shrinkag·e of the paper-about :i to 
1mm. over the-1,ength of a sheet-resulting 
in the perforations gradually getting out of 
regist.er with the stamp design. To correct 
this misalignment, the perforating mec:iia­
nism is adjusted to give proper C'entermg, 
and as the perforating is done while the 
stamp sheets are still in roll form (prior to 
being cut up into sheets), this adjustment 
is found in different positions on different 
values and printings. 

I have found the "smaUer" stamps in the: 
.. " --..1 11::: .,,,,,:i nn thP "hlrrnk" 

marginal stamps; ld. in row 10, and on the 
"blank" marginal stamps; Hd. in rows 9, 
and 10, and on the "blank" marginal stamps; 
2d. in row 10 (vertical) ; 3d. in row 9; 4d. 
and 6d. in row 11 (vertical) ; ls. in row 13. 
They can probably be found in other rows 
of sheets fr.om printings other than those 
which I have examined. It should be borne 
in mind that these "smaller" stamps exist 
on all other Union stamps printed by roto­
gravure since 1932, and they have been re­
ported from time to time in these eolumns, 
e.g., on page 128 of the N ov,ember, 1942, 
issue. 

To revert to our "large" war issue, ac­
cording to official figures published in the 
" S.A. Philatelist," the following numbers 
have been printed and issued (there are no 
remainders!), and it may be appropriate at 
this stage to attempt an analysis and tabu­
lation of these figures. Details of printings 
are published quarterly only, and the allo­
cation of printings to the different colours 
of the M. and 4d. values has been made on 
this basis, which is the only guide we have. 
The colours, or rather colour chang,es, were 
made deliberately with express purpose of 
eliminating certain yellow or orange pig­
ments used in the preparation of the ink; 
they are not mere shade variations which 
ar,e liable to occur with printings running­
into hundreds of thousands .of sheets, and 
they are therefore eligible to catalogue I'ank. 

Let us take each denomination in their 
order of value: 

1d.: First printing (Oct.-Dec., l!)H), bright 
yellow green, 112,000 sheets; second printing 
(Jan.-March, 1942), deep blue green, 121,500 
sheets; third printi'!}g (April-June, 1942), 
pale greenish blue, 111,400 sh€ets. 

ld•.: Four printings, totalling 312,200 
sheets. No material difference in c.olour, 
except that later printings are more rose 
than carmine, and paler. 

l½.d.: Three printings, totalling 351,500 
sheets, the later printings here, too, being 
palei'. 

2d.: One printing only, of 48;1100 sheets. 
3d.: 1Two printings, totalling: 116,300 

sheets; no shades worth mentioning. 
4d.: First printing July-Sept., 1941, bright 

chestnut, 45,250. sheets; second printing 
•April-June, 1942, chocolate, 17,400 sheets. 

6d.: One printing of 63,500 sheets. 
ls.: One printing of 78,800 sheets. 
To arrive at the exact totals of "numhers 

issued," it is nec,essary to deduct from the 
aforegoing figures the sheets overprinted for 
S.W.A. which are as follows, viz.: 

~d. bright green (1,400), blue-green 
(1,000), pale greenish blue (5,000). 

ld. (shades), 7,250 sheets . 
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Hd. (shades), 8,150 sheets. 
2d., 2,650 sheets. 
3d., 2,420 sheets. 
4d., chestnut (1,420), chocolate (1,000). 
6d., 2,450 slreets. 
ls., 2,010 sheets. 
As the unit for philatelic purposes is a 

pair of stamps for all values excepting the 
2d. and ls., we now arrive at the following 
illuminating tabulation for the Union large 
war stamps, viz.: 

~d., bright green, 110,600 sheets of 120 
pairs. 

~d., blue green, 120,500 sheets ,of 120 pairs. 
M., pale blue, 106,400 sheets of 120 pairs. 
ld. red (shades), 304,950 sheets of 120 

pairs. 
Hd. hottle-gre·en, 342,H50 sheets of 120 

pairs. 
2d., violet, 44,850 sheets of .120 singles. 
3d., blue, 113,880: sheets of 60 pairs. 
4d., chestnut, 43,830 sheets of 60 pa~rs. 
4d., chocolate, 16,400 sheets of 60 pairs. 
(jd., orange, 61,050 sheets of GO pairs. 
ls. d·eep brown, 76,290 sheets of 120 singles. 

It will be seen that the "star turn" ,of this 
issue is the 4d. chocolate (i.e., the second 
colour) and also it will be surprising to many 
to no~ the relatively small printing of the 
2d. value. 

While all denominations (both Union and 
S.W.A.) are issued primarily for r:egul.ar 
postal duty, it is worth noting- that th~ 3d. 
and ls. values were used very extensively 
for other purposes, which tend to reduce 
philatelic holdings to a considerabJ.e extent. 
I am referring to the 3d. being used in large 
quantities for petrol licences, and the ls. 
for telegrams. Both usages have to be con­
sideried when one tries to assess the rela­
tive scarcity of individual denominations. It 
is therefore not unlikely that the 3d. and 
ls. wiH eclipse the 4d. chocolate in actual 
degree of rarity in time to come. 

In my OP'ening paragr,'.lph, I gave the dates 
of issue of the various values, and I am now 
appending the "closing dates," with a "period 
of currency" table. For all practical pur­
poses, the date of isf:ue of the "Bantams" 
can be taken as the closing dat,e of the pre­
ceding large types, although undoubtedly 
stocks of individual values were obtainable 
at, various P.O.'s afte-r the dates following. 
They ar,e: 

½d. (aU colours), issued Nov., 1941, super~ 
seded Oct., 1942: 11 months. 

ld., issued Oct., 1941, superseded Jan., 
1943: 15 months. 

Ud., issued Jan., 1942, superseded Aug., 
1942: 7 months. 

2d., issued Sept., i941, superseded March, 
1943: 18 months. 

3d., issued_ Aug., 1941, superseded Oct., 
1942: 14 months. 

4d. (both colours), issued Aug., 1941, 
superseded Oct.,. 1942: 14 months. 

6d., . issued Sept,, 1941, -8UP'2rseded. Oct., 
1942: 13 ·months.· 

ls., issued Oct. 1941, sup,ers,eded Nov., 
1942: 13 months. 

Before concluding, I would recommend my 
readers to study carefu]]y the ridiculously 
small figures ,of the S.W.A. printings. I have 
not the slightest doubt that the time :is not 
far off when dealers and collectors alike will 
wake up to the facts of .the situation, and 
lament missed .opportunities which they had, 
at the present low price levels. 

Acknowledgement: AH the figur,es quoted 
in the foregoing article have been taken 
from the quarterly report of printings, as 
released by the P.O.· Publicity Department, 
and puhlished in the S.A. Philatelist of De­
cember, 1941, March, June, August, Novem­
ber, 1942, and subsequent dates in the case 
of the Bantams. 

RL:ssrA; Tl'heran Confel'C'll('P, Ret of :2 
values. ;:;o Kop. & 3 Rub, mint. per set G 0 

J<'RID!1] FRENCH EQUATORIAL AJ<'-
RICA: l fn•s. green. black overprin1. 
mint. or usell .............. (f_1i 40 0 

l•'REI<: FREi'iCH CA:\IEHOOXS : Oeuvres 
de Guerre. mint. set. of ;:, per set l!W 0 

J<'IUm FHEXCII LEVAKT, set of !) 
mint. per set .• . . . . . . . . . 1:! (i 

\\'anted Lo huy «;'ollectio11s of all <'.otmtrics. 
C.W.O. nett, post free. 

R.OSBORNE 
14 Old Arcade, 100 i\forket Street. 

1'.O. nox 6710. .JOHAXNESBulW·. 

TIERRA DEL F'UEGO. 
Recent articles in two numbers of Stamps 

deal with tlle local issued in 1891 by "King" 
Popper to frank letters from Tierra del Fuego 
to the nearest ports in Chile or Argentina. 
They are translated from articles published 
in the official organ of the Argentine postal 
administration. 

It seems fairly clear that the postal service 
these stamps franked was a useful one in 
places where there was no official service, al­
though apparently the issuing of the stamps 
was "agin' the law," and hence their short 
life. 

It seems equally clear that these stamps 
should be listed under Argentina and not un­
der Chile ( where Gibbons, and most cata­
logues, put them). Although most letters with 
these stamps were sent to Chilean territory 
and had Chilean stamps added for further 
postage, the concession granted to Julio Pop­
per came from the Argentine Government 
and lay in Argentine territory. 

V V V V 
AUSTRALIA-14 x 14J Perf. 

The 4d., · 6d., 9d. and ls. have no,v appeared 
in this new perforation. The 5M. surcharge 
has been stated as also having been met, but 
this has since been contradicted. · 
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LOW PRICES­
GOOD VAI, 'UES 

8 Basutoland current mint . . . . . . . . 
8 Basutoland current used ......... . 
8 Bechuanaland current mint . . . . 
8 Bechuanaland cmTent used . . . . . . 
8 Northern Rhodesia current mint . . . . 
9 Nyasa.land current mint . . . . . . . . 
9 Southern Rhodesia current mint . . . . . . 11 Southern Rhodesia cmTent mint (includes 

s. d . 
3 0 
3 0 
3 0 
3 0 
3 1 
4 0 
5 4 

2d. and 3cl .) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 10 16 South-West Africa pictorials mint 1d. to ls. 6 
0
::1 20 s.,v.A. Bantam current mint . . . . . . 7 2 s.w:.A. current ls. 3d. Air mint pair 3 0 2 S.A. current ls. 3d. Air used singles . . 1 0 

8 Swaziland current mint . . . . . . ~ 0 8 Swaziland current used . . . . . . . . . . ,., 0 O Transjordan lm to tiOm current mint 3 1 

Current S.A. supplied at face va'iue plus 12½ per 
cent. (2s. 6d. per ;£). 

Prices of shM'ter sets, singles and 111i,r1her values of the abov e s11.ppUed on t·eqiicst. 
Also available: :Modern Sweden, U.S.A., airmails and 

others, used. 
Nett . C.W.O. Add 4d. to orders under 7s. 6d. to cover registration; 7s . 6d. and over, post free. 

N. P. GREENHAM1 

18 COCHRA1NE, PLACE DURBAN 

AUSTRALIANS. 
12 King's Head, etc. 1930/32. ld. to 2s. 

used ..................... . 
3 Kangaroo 1934. 10s .. £1. £2. "Specimen" 
5 Airmail "2 Hemispheres" 2d. to ls. Gd. 

co1nplete . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
4 Sydney Bridge 2d. to 3d., fine used .. 
3 Victoria Centenary, complete set, fine used 
3 l~Art~r & & 
2 Anzac (Gallipoli) do do 
3 1941 War Provis ionals do do 
3 Sou th Australia do do 
3 New South Wales do do 
4 Imperial Forces do do 
3 1941 War Provjsionals do do 

22 1937 /42 Jd. to 5s. do do 
1 1038. 10s. 'Specimen" .. 

11 1'037 / -12. ½<1. to 3 }d. all mint 

C. W .o. Post },ree. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 

@ 

@ 

@ 

@ 

@ 

@ 

@ 

@ 

@ 

@ 

@ 

@ 

@ 

@ 

@ 

s. d. 

2 6 

15 0 

4 (j 

2 (j 

3 6 

7 6 

3 G 

3 (i 

2 6 

2 6 

6 6 

3 6 

6 6 

5 6 

3 G 

EGYPT. 
Lieut. J. P. Shingler has forwarded tho 

following cutting from tho "Egyptian Mail" 
of 28th April, together with specimens of the 
commemoration stamp. This is of 10 mill. 
value, in purple, with a large head: and shoul­
ders portrait of the late King Fuad :-

'' Egypt commemorates to-clay the anniver­
sa1·y of the d€ath of King Fuad, father of 
King Faruk. 

'' Eight years ago to-day King Ahmed 
Fuad died at Kubbeh Palace at the age of 68. 

"King Faruk, who was then studying in 
England, came back to Egypt to become the 
second King of Egypt at the age of 16. 

"H.M. the King will visit his father's tomb 
at the El-Rifai Mosque this morning. Prayers 
will be recited this afternoon at the Mosque. 

"King ~..,uad commemoration stamps will be 
issued to-day, and will be valid for one 
month. The Postal administration intended 
issuing 850,000 stamps, but will issue more 
since collectors have already ordered 650,000." 

Information given Mr. Shingler at the 
Phila.telic .Bureau of the G.P.O. differed 
slightly from this. According to the Bureau 
the issue was of 800,000 only, and the stamps 
were on sale only for the one day, although 
valid for one month. 

He adds that the Postal Authorities are 
very sticky about g-iving out information. 
No authentic statement has yet been made 
about the numbers of the Princess Feria} over­
prints of November last, so it seems unlikely 
that it will be available soon for the King 
Fua<l memorials. Sales behind the scene of 
sheets and sheets to speculators appear to be 
much more important than sales at P.O. 
counters to the public. 

V V V V 
U .S.-8.R. " TEHERAN " STAMPS. 

Mr. Osborne, of Johannesburg, has shown us 
specimens of the two 
U . .S.S.R. stamps (30k. 
and 3r. values) issued 
in commemoration of 
the Teheran Confer­
ence. The stamps are 
in slate black with the 
flags in their appro­
priate colours. 'The 
,dedication (free trans­

lation) reads "Long live the Anglo-Soviet­
American Allied Victory-Stalin.'' 

V V V V 
ESSAYS AND PROm..,s. 

Collectors in the U.S.A. specially interested 
in Essays and Proofs have gotten together, 
founded an Essay-Proof Society, and issued 
No. 1, Vol. 1 of a quarterly magazine "The 
Essay-Proof" Journal" which is to serve as 
a vehicle for publication of articles dealing 
with this branch of philately. Clarence W. 
Brazer is the Editor and S. G. Rich the Busi­
ness Manager of the journal. It is a very 
scholarly production and should appeal to 
specialists in this field. 
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WANTED 
• 

FORMOSA--All 1888 and 1895 issues. 

HONGKONG-S.G. 18 - 31 - 96, Fl, F2 
~ (or F5) F3 (or F6). 

JAPAN =-s.G.'-so, 449~52~460:--461~--=-

LABUAN-S.G. 11, 37, 3~, 77, 78, 80, 96, 
209, 140, 141, 142. 

MONGOLIA-All 1925 - 1926 - 1927 - 1931 
issues. 

DUTCH INDIES-S.G. 210a, 211a, 211c, 
211b, 225, 237, 241, 195, 214a, 251, 253, 
254, 347a. 

NORTH BORNEO~S.G. 2 - 8 - 9 - 54, - 65, 
85, 108, 140, 143, 182, 183, D5, D7, DB, 
Dll, Dl5, D44, D49. 

TRA NSJORDANIA-S.G.10, 14, 16, 17, 18, 
19, D33, D34, D37. 

PERSIA-S.G. 57, 207, 226, 392, 411, 412, 
413, 426, 447, 461, 463,464, 550, 620, 622, 
623, 624, 625, 626, 627, 628, 629, 630, 632, 
633, 655, 656, 661, 663, 664, 665, 666. 667, 
668, 669, 670, 671, 672, 673, 682, 683, 684, 
685, 686, 687, 712a, 714, 714a, 714b, 721, 
727, 756, 760, 761, 763, 764, 765, 766. 767, 
783, 784, 791, 804, 806, 807, 808, 810, 020, 
029, Fl, F5. 

INDIAN STATES-Many no1"ID.a.l issues re­
quired of all Indian Native States up to 
1933 issues. 

FRENCH COLONIES......__A few hundred 
norma,l issues to 1933 required. 

PORTUGUESE COLONIES-Manyspace­
:6.llers required. 

ITALIAN COLONIES-Many space-fillers 
required. 

ROUMANIA-S.G. 444,446,447, 555a, 611, 
656, 625a, 673, 674, 705, 710, 700, 701; 702, 
703, 731, 7321, 785, .760, 763, 765, 766, 767, 

. 768, 787, 7S0, C84, C85, C86, C87, C88, C89, 
D6, 025, 09, 010, Di94, Dl97. 

• 
One copy of each of abov,e required. 

Mint for preference. 
High prices for perfect copies. 
Want list of other countries on 

application. 

E. HUNT 
Box 2437, JOHANN1ESBURG 

Society News 
THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 

President, I!'. J. H. Lang; Hon. Secretary, L. 
Buchen, Box 4967, Johannesburg; Meetings, 2nd 
Tnesc_lays, Public Library, Johannesburg, 7.45 p.m. 

A11ril.-In the absenre of the President, our Vice-
President, Mr. William Redford, took the chair. 

Two new members were elected. 
Notes of the month were read by Mr. I. Isaacs. 
Mr. L. Buchen conducted the usual monthly auction 

0,f members' contributions, and war funds benefited to 
the extent of £4 13s. 9d. 

Dr. J. H. Harvey Pirie read a paper on the local 
stamps of Wolmaransstad, and in his remarks brought 
out much new information;''·a great deal of which he 
fortunately was able to secure from the gentleman in 
whose house these stamps were actually produced. Dr. 
Pirie's paper has been published in the columns of this 
magazine. 

In commenting on Mr. W. Oppenheim's exhibit of 
modern Austrian Rtamps, Mr. L. Buchen pointed out 
that the stamps exhibited spot-llighted the lively history 
of AuRtria during the past generation. Mr. Oppenheim 
made a few introductory remarks concerning his in­
teresting exhibit in which he pointed out that many of 
the sets of stamps which are now very valuable he 
obtained as a lad at fa<'e value. He! particularly re­
marked about the 10s. Dolfus stamp, a .full sheet of 
which he requested his mother to purchase for him, 
but, a'las, before she could do so all of the remaining 
stocks of this issue were burnt by the invading Ger­
man troops. 

Mr. J. Robertson called our attention to four new 
sets of stamps, which were to be on sale on April 12th 
for use in four of the islands which are classed as 
dependencies of the Falkland Islands, hut which are, 
in fact, severatl hundred miles away .from the main 
group. Possibly there may be some bona fide justi­
fication for the issuance of these four new :;ets, but 
in view of the meagre population of these island out­
posts and the indifferent communications existing be­
tween them and the civilised world, it would seem 
that the main purpose of these four sets will be to 
increase the number of pages in stamp albums. 

May.-One new member was elected. 
Notes of the month, which included several interest­

ing items from overseas journals, especially the Aus­
tralian Stamp Monthly, were read by Mr. F. E. Ing­
ham. 

Auction of new issue and items contributed by 
members realised £4 l0s. for our War Funds. 

There were four Tyro exhibits tabled by Messrs. 
H. Schwartz, A. Gladstone, W. G. Davis and D. W. 
Sutcliffe. In expressing the thanks of the mem­
bers to the four exhibitors, Mr. Oppenheim expressed 
the opinion that the variety and quality of material 
exhibited by these four Tyro's was one of the best 
we have ever had on any Tyro evening. 

Both Mr. H. Schwartz and Mr. D. W. Sutcliffe ex­
hibited stamps of Rhodesia, the latter collection being 
more extensive in both mint and used conditions. 
However, Mr. Schwartz's exhibit was especially good 
considering the fact that he has been collecting these 
stamps during the past two years only, Mr. A. Glad­
stone's exhibit consisted of stamps of the U.S.A. and 
U.'S.S.R., all modern issues mounted on nubian sheets. 

Mr. W. G. Davis's exhibit of the stamps of India 
and Indians as used abroad was an unusually good 
exhibit, and in the opinion of Mr. Oppenheim, de­
served first place among the four collections shown. 

+ H.E.B. 

O.F.S. & BASUTOLAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Mr. C. A. Larsen; Hon. Secretary, 

Mr. R. G. Lyon, Box 702, Bloemfontein; Meetings, 
3rd Fridays each month, Oranje Koffiehuis. Bloem­
fontein. 7.30 p.m. 

While all meetings lately h3,ve been kept success­
fully informal as far as possible, part of the Aprli 
meeting had to be taken up by formacl business which 
had to be B.ttended to. Amongst other points and 
questions settled, it was decided for various reasons, 
to start future meetings at 7.30 p.m. 

Discussions about philatelic problems took place, and 
the question, put forward by a "raw beginner," 
"What is collectable in philately?" was suitably 
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answered by advanced collectors to the effect that it 
was one of the fascinations of our hobby to have no 
ru'les or limitations and that everybody could collect 
according to his taste and liking. 

The evening's display was vrovided by Mr. T. SackK 
whose collection of Lithuania was a good repreHenta­
tion of this country's stamp::;, 

The followjng syllabus was drawn up for the next 
few months: May, Mr. H. L. Kaplan (Revenue 
:;;tamps); June, Flight-Lieut. G. W. Horton (Egyp­
tians) and Mr, A. Scheffer (Holland); July, Dr. K. 
Freund (25 pages of Mafeking Mocks); August Mr 
M. Liss (Free French stamps) and Mr. W. S. Robert: 
son (Basutoland, especially pre-stamp period). 

Three new members were enrolled. 

+ K.F. 

CAP.E TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, K. Alexander; Hon. Secretary, S. Kag-­

a~son, telep~one 5-3092, c/ Sandler Brm;., Salt 
River; Meetings, 2nd and 4th Thur:a;days of the 
month at York~hire Buildings, Strantl Rtreet, at 7.30 
p.m. 

April 27th.-Mr. Alexander in the chair. Mr. O. 
Hansen displayed his fine collection of stamps of 
Denmark. His collection was most representative 
!1,nd contained many rarities. Both early and later 
issues were strongly represented. An interesting item 
shown was the 2 ore on 5 ore provisional issued in 
in 1919 and used in Torshavn, Faroe Islands. The 
whole collection was beautifully mounted and won­
?-erfully written up, Mr. Hansen being a pastmaster 
m the art of penmanship. 

Thursday, 11th May. l\Ir. K. Alexander in .the 
chair. There was an excellent attendance at our 
meeting this evening, over 50 members and visitors 
being present ; possibly the change of venue from 
Medical House may have accounted .for the large at­
tendance; or was it Mr. Cock's exhibit which he de­
scribed as a " Philatelic Medley " which drew the 
crowd, or merely idle curiosity? Anyway, it was 
pleasing to see the big audience. The exhibit by 
Mr. Cock one might almost describe as a "Novelty 
Display," as he showed a number of sheets with 
q'!i~e unusual items rarely seen at philatelic exhi­
h1t10ns ; e.g. stamps in reverse showing various 
watermarks; also the 2d. Blue British Ivory Head 
stamps with advertisements, etc., on back, overprints 
of various countries, off-sets, etc. Then there were 
sheets of stamps depicting art maps, cathedrals, sport, 
etc. . The stamps of Great Britain overprinted M.E.F. 
showmg both square and round stops, the latter Mr. 
Cock considered particularly scarce. There were many 
more interesting stamps shown and the whole ex­
hibit was quite a remarkable effort. The writing up 
or rather, hand-printing, giving details of each sheet 
of stamps was outstanding, Mes~rs. Russouw and 
Ashmead commented on the coillection and !Mr. Alex­
ander moved a hearty vote of thanks to the exhibi­
tor in most eulogistic terms. 

It is pleasing to record that the Society's effort in 
connection with the " Liberty Cavalcade " resulted in 
a cheque for the sum of £465 being handed over to 
the fund after paying incidental expenses so that 

b
ou

1
.tr aim set for £500 was virtually realised, a grand 

of work of . alil concerned, and particularly to 
our very energetic secretary and treasurer. 

+ W.A. 

EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Mr. A. Watson; Hon, Secretary, Mr. 

S .. F .. I!~owler, P_.O. Box 168. Meetings, Colosseum 
Birldmg, 2nd Fridays, 7.45 p.m. 

In spite of the cold and inc~ement weather, there 
was a good attendance of both members and visitors 
at the May meeting, Among the latter we were very 
pleased to welcome on.ce again our old .friend,, Mr. 
A .. E. Ba~den, ~x-pres1dent of the Pretoria Philatelic 
Soc!ety, HE; will be a decided acquisition for the 
period of his stay here. 

The usual business matters having been dealt with 
yariou;> interesting philatelic items were passed round'. 
mci;udmg pre-stamp English covers, " Tin-can " Mail 
e!1t1res,. etc., follo'Ying which Mr. Ritter gave a very 
fine ~:hsplay . of L1ech!enstein and Aufltralia, the for­
mer 1n partrnular bemg most complete and uncom­
mon .• Most ?f the elusive varieties of the Kangaroo 
and K.G; V 1~s'!es of Austrnlia were also noticeable 

-:__ •---,:.• ..L_1I,.. A ..:J ---='--~- _1!_-,.._ __ Ll-,,_..,._.-.,••-1.._ ,,,:i,..,, ... ,..~ 

pence," the re-entry on the l½d. Centenary of West­
ern AustraHa, etc. 

Following the tea interval, Mr. Courlandcr ex­
hibited his collection of the rectangular issues of the 
Cape of Good Hope, 1>ractically complete, mint and 
used. Outstanding items were hal.f a Hd. m;ed with 
a ld. single on a piece to make up the 4d.' rate ; a 
vertical pair of the "·3" on 3d. mint, showing both 
types of "3" ; the l<l. on 2d. with doubile surcharge ; 
the errors in the early surcharges, including that 
mystery stamp the 3d. on 4d., but surcharged on the 
4d. with the outer line. The last item/ also had the 
error " PENCB.'' 

+ 
T.A.H. 

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Mr. Ferguson; Hon. Secreta.r]f, H. A. 

Wager, P.O. Box 514; Meetin(}S, 1st and 3rd Mon­
days, 8 p.m., TPchnical College. 

May 1.-Mr. Ferguson in the chair. 
Mr. Hawke reviewed some recent rises in prices of 

stamps. 
Dr. Broom gave a talk on Transvaal varieties. He 

pointed out that owing to forgeries, reprints and 
different papers used, Transvaal stamps had been 
unpopular £or a long time, but with the recently 
published work by Curle and Basden most of the 
difficu~ties had been removed. The book described 
over 60 Transvaals rarer than P.O. Mauritius. lf 
one starts to plate the various issues, the number 
of varieties becomes much greater. Dr. Broom tabled 
a fine lot of early Transvaals, including about twb 
dozen types of which he believes there are less than 
20 examples in existence and also four or five stamps 
which are fairly certain to be unique. 

May 15.~r. Ferguson in the chair. 
Mr. Hawke read an extract on the 5s. Commemora­

tive of Australia. 
Mr. Oppenheim gave a very instructive taHk on 

some of the cheaper stamps with a financial future. 
Some stamps, on account of demand or because a 
smaller number had been issued, not only became 
valuable. but the sets in which they appeared became 
more difficult of completion and therefore more valu­
able also. Mr. ,Oppenheim went carefully through 
nearly the whole catalogue of British colonies in this 
way and showed that there were lots of stamps that 
would pay to look after. 

Dr. Broughton had a nice exhibit of specimen stamps 
and colour trials. 

H.A.W. 
+ 

NYASALAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Mr. C. Stevens: Hon. Secretary, Mr. 

Anson; Meetings. 2nd or 3rd Mondays, Tobacco 
Auction Rooms. Limbe, 5 p.m. 

March 13th.-This was the annual general meeting 
and was mainly concerned with reports of the 
Society's financial position and activities and election 
of office bearers for the ensuing twelvemonth. 

April 17th.-The President showed sheets of the 
current 4d. stamp, one of the first printing, one 
of a later printing with whiter gum and paper. Two 
new members wtere elected. Books of stamps for sale 
were circulated, but attention was drawn to the dif­
ficulty of getting selections at the present time. 

+ C.'S. 

PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Pre.<~idtmt, G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec., C. W. Shef~ 

field, P. 0. Box 88; Meetings, Room 5, City Hall, 1st 
and 3rd Tuesdays. 

May 18th was our 32nd annual general meeting, 
with 35 members present. 

Reviewing the year's work, it was mentioned that 
the membership was now 79. War efforts through 
stamps had raised £400 since outbreak, £168 going 
to Oocal funds, the rest to British funds through the 
Lord Mayor of London. There were 11 members on 
active service and one returned through ill-health. 
Exchange packets had resulted in sales for the year 
to an amount of £197. First Tuesdays were "auc­
tion and social nights," third Tuesdays for more for­
mal business and exhibits. 

Mr. Sheffield had now completed 20 years as Hon. 
Secretary, and a cheque was presented to him as a 
token of thanks for his services 

After election of office bearers, which was mainly 
" ~..,c.o. r..f ¥i'-.. P-1Pf'tinn +-1,A 'iYlt'\t\tin<..t' {,'>1'·•..,.,;noto~ 
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How fortunate you are I 

JN how many other countries, today, can 

thousands of civilians still travel for pleasure 

or on private business? 

This is the fifth year of a war that has 

disrupted the life of millions almost beyond con­

ception-but you can still sleep in peace in your 

normally full compartment, still have meals 

served to you on the journey, still arri1-Je punc­

tually ctncl safely at your clestination. 

You can't all travel whenever you wish because 

accommodation is necessarily Umited, and comfort 

and service occasionally fall short of pre-war 

standards, but-how fortunate z1ou are to be able 

to trcivel at all! 

DO NOT TRAVEL UNLESS YOU MUST 

South African Railways 

iii. 

¾ Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News Agency, 
~ Ltd., Johannesburg: Printed by Magazine Press (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, Johannesburg 
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SOUTH AFRICAN 
PHILATELIST 

JJroprietotl and . JJubliJherJ : 
\ 

THE PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Price 6d. REGISTERED AT THE G.P.O. AS A NEWSPAPER. Price 6d. 

Vol 20. No. 7. .JULY, 1944. Whole No. 232. 

PUBLICATIONS 
By LOWE 

::~ THE REGENT CATALOGUE (ADHESIVE). 

VOLUME II is published every March and September, and includes all issues 
to date Price 3/3 Post Free. 

Throughout above volume the prices listed are as near as possible market 
prices: in addition Gibbons' and Scott's catalogue numbers are cross-referenced 
with Regent numbers for those collectors whose collections are based on these 
catalogues. 

The current edition of Volume II will bring you 

right up to date with the British Empire Market. 

* THE HANDSTRUCK CATALOGUE (1661-1900). 

This is the only catalogue of Handstruck Postage Stamps of the British Empire, 
and lists every known recorded marking with prices. All Provisional Hand­
struck Stamps issued prior to 1900 are listed, and those in use, in Great Britain 
from 1840 to 1853 are catalogued in detail. The historical data included is 
invaluable to the collector-as is the catalogue itself. Price 11 /- Post Free. 

whic,h includes the Dec,eml,er 1942 Supplement. The latter can be obtained 
separately Price 1/6 plus 2d. postage. 

All enquiries to 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
50, PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.1. 

Abbey 4034. 
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Confident 
:when 

Buying and Selling 
This very grateful tribute to the quality of the 

service provided by Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auctions 
is but one of the many hundreds of compliments that we 
receive each season. 

The success of Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auction& 
is the fruit of more than 50 years' consistent effort to 
provide a perfect service and complete satisfaction for 
Vendor and for Buyer. 

Every feature of every sale at Harmer's of ~ond 
Street is handled by experts-men whoae wide experience 
enables them to reveal those little extra points of a stamp 
that enable the distant Buyer to bid confidently and in 
complete security, and ensure for the Vendor a fair price 
for his stamps. 

That is why almost all the great collections are placed 
with Harmer's of Bond Street for dispersal-why more than 
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United 
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond 
Street Stamp Auctions-why Harmer's have a larger turn­
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer. 

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of 
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues. 
Our brochure "Selling Stamps at Auction" also is free to 
prospective' Vendors. 

H. R. HARMER 
The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS. 

39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1, 
ENGLAND. 

Cables: "HARMER'S BOND STREET LONDON." 
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UNION NOTES LIVE AND LKlH N. 
· Our heartiest congratulations to }Ir. Jurgens A \'I-Titer in ''Stamvs'' states that a rnothN 

on his having boon elected a Fellow of "The pelican and her lnrngry brood decorate a new 
Royal." 'fhis is no mt!l'{' elevation through 00c postal tax stamp from ~,Jozambique. This 
lapse of time and seniority, but real promotion colony, he goes 011 to say, is conscious of it1'> 
for merit and good work. "·ild life and proucl of its groat Kruger National 

Strictly speaking this, . of course, is not a Parle Curiously enough, we are also proud 
"Union" Note. Albert's spiritual home is in of it in the Union! 
Cape Colony; it is only by force of circum-
stances beyond his control that physically he 0.V.S. POSTALLY USED FISCALS. 
has to reside in the Union. In the April issue, Mr. C. Jos. Oberholzer 
Postal Stationery. writes, "Regarding the 'Geregistreered' boxed 

It rather looks as if soon we wouldn't have cancellations, I cannot understand any collector 
any . All that could be produced in response to maintaining that this is a postal cancellation 
a recent request at the Johannesburg Post used on registered envelopes, etc. It is noth-
Ofiice was small-sized registered envelopt's and ing of the sort. It is a cancellation used in 
pictorial postcards. the Deeds Office in those days .... " 
Jltubcduba Postmarks. A correspondent draws attention to the fact 

2\fr. T. F. Fick, of BrPmcrsdorp, records that a boxed "Geregistreered" mark does 
some interesting quick changes in postmarks at occur on the t>nvelopes of postally registered 
lVItnbatnba in 1939. On 25.8.39 there was a letters from the O.V.,S. of tho eighties and 
double circle mark with namo at top and a nineties. It is a mark which is inclistinguish-
heavv black bar between circles at the bottom; able from the marks found cancelling fiscal 
on 17.9.39 a similar double circle bnt a blank stamps on deeds, although it is not, indeed, 
in place of the heavy bar, and; finally, on cancelling stamps, fiscal or postal, but is taking 
25.9.39 an oval rubber stamp with Post Office the place of the registered lables of our time. 
-Poskantoor at top, Mtubatuba at bottom 'fhis occurrence, of course, does not invali-
date across the centre. date Mr. Oberholzer's general conclusion that. 

SPANISH "GOYA" RJ,:)PRINTS. fiscal stamps so cancelled Wl,lre fiscally used. It 
"Stamps" warns collectors that tho private might have been possible, however, that the 

party who now owns the plates of these mark vvas at times used in error actually -to 
stamps is 111aki~1g reprints with a lovely ~elec- cancel st'.1mps 01;1 letters, bt!~ perhaps, it would 
tion of errors-1111perfs., wrong colours, prmted he better to wait and see 1f any such use can 
on both sides, etc., etc. actually 1Je proved by specirnenR. . 
f!':111111,111,llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllltlllllllflllltllllllllll Ullllllllllllllllllllllllfllllllllllllllllllllllltlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll1[1: 

i 
~ 

Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIALS 
should get into touch with me AT ON(E 

Selections of cho,ce Mint or Used 
· AF'RICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
on approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England 
II llllllttllllHH ....... IHIIUUIIUIIIUIIIUIIUHIIIIIIIIIIIHNUU,&l,&IUIIIIIUI IIIIIUIHH&IIIIIIUIIIIUUUIIIIIHIIIIHl•••••••• .. ••LU••••••••••~ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . -

I 
I 
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r--••••••••••----••••••••••••••••1 I ,REVIEWS j 
~---·····---~---■----····--

BUYING AND SELLING STAMPK 

The latest oversea mail brought us from two 
of our regular advertisers the annual reports 
of their activities for 1942-43. These were re­
spectively ,Mr. H. R. Harmer, of Bond Street, 
London (in association with H. R. Harmer, 
Inc. of New York), and Messrs. Robson Lowe, 
Ltd.', London. It is obvious from reading their 
reports that stamp sales and auctions are being 
carried out under many difficulties (stoppage 
of importation, shortage of staff, shortage of 
paper, damage by enemy action, etc.), and .yet 
their turnover increases. And as for prices 
realised-it looks as if all the world, and his 
wife as well, were investing in stamps! 

Messrs. Robson Lowe, Ltd., have ordinary, 
specialised and Postal History Auction Sales at 
50 Pall ,Mall, London, also sales at Bourne­
m~uth every six weeks. Subsidiaries are The 
Regent Stamp Company, Exchan~~ C~ubs, .Ell}; 
pire Catalogue and the monthly Philatelist. 
Mr. Robson Lowe himself has published re­
cently under the auspices of the Postal His_tory 
Society a finely illustrated volume entitled 
"Masterpieces of Engraving," the proceeds 
from the sale of this go to the Red Cross and 
St. John Fund. ~ 

Some sales during the period under review 
are: Great Britain, block of six ld. black on 
cover £150; £1 brown lilac of 1867-80, mint, 
£50;' 1935 2½d. Prussian blue, £32. C3:p_es, 
many including a Woodblock 4d. vermilion 
error,' good-looking but repaired, £150. 

,ve regret to learn that subsequent to the 
time covered by this report enemy action has 
again afflicted Robson Lowe, Ltd. Bombs 
wrecked their Regent Street offices ; now they 
have "copped" it again in Pall Mall. For­
tunately none of the staff were injured and 
the precautions taken to safeguard the stamps 
were adequate. There is sufficient of the vaults 
left to carry on business, although the 
auctions have had to be transferred to Od­
denino's Hotel. Hitler evidently does not like 
him but, like London, he can take it and 
carry on. 

Mr. H. R. Harmer has moved his London 
office across the street to 39-42, New Bond 
Street, where they will qarry on their auctions 
and sales by private treaty as before. Amongst 
their sales recorded in the resume the follow­
ing might be mentioned as of special South 
African interest : -

Basutoland, officials, 2d. and 6d., vertical 
pairs of each used on piece, £160; 

Bechuanaland 5s. (S.G. 54), £15 5s.; 
Cape triangulars, several fine items at weil 

over full catalogue prices; 
Lagos 10s. (S.G. 29), £60; 
Nyasaland, K.E. 2d. and 4d. mult. C.A., 

£440 (a rise from £230 in 1934, when these 
were last -sold). 

. St. Helena, · lGs: broken flag variety, · £38. 

Sierra Leone, ld. 193-41, pair imperf. be­
tween £87-10. 

-It is noted that in their American business 
shortage of material is now ?ei1;1g felt; prict:s 
there are hardening and may m future approxi­
mate to those obtaining in London. 

STANLEY GIBBONS' Postage Stamp Cata-
logue, 49th ed., Part I, 1944. Price 10s. 6d. 
nett, postage extra. . . . 

This edition has not mvolved resettmg of 
type and replacement of . i~lustrations, a_s was 
the case with the 1942 edit10n. But, owmg to 
shortage of staff and other . ~ifficulties all new 
stamps issued since that ed1t10n are placed by 
themselves in a supplement. 

The verv many price alterations, however, 
have been V effected in the lists themselves. But, 
as the changes were closed to go to press in 
November many are probably, out-of-date al­
ready owi~g to the rapidly rising market .. 

rMost British stamps are up, the lowest priced 
ld. black being now 20s., and the £1 ~reen 
K.G, V has the spectacular rise to £15 mm~. 

The first lOr of Aden figures at £6 mmt, 
whereas at recent auctions it has actually 
fetched £10. 

Almost all colonial stamps of K.G. V are up, 
the various commemoration sets being more in 
accordance with recent market movements. 
Star items are the Falkland Is. £1 at £30, the 
15s. St. Helena at £40, and the Malta MCA 
10s. at £42. 
LOCAL POSTAGE STAMPS, Priced Catalogue, 

Part 4, compiled by E. F. Hurt and L. N. 
& M. Williams. Price 5s. 

Previous parts of this catalogue have be_en 
noticed as they appeared. 'The present one m­
cludes the issues lying alphabetically from 
Ribon (Colombia) to Trondhjem (Norw~y). It 
was expected· that four parts would fimsh the 
catalogue, but a fifth will be needed. 

The Tati Concessions Co. is the only South 
African item coming into this part, but the 
general interest of it comes well up to the 
standard of its predecessors and, as usual, all 
items are very well illustrated. 

:Several items which appear in most "or­
dinary" catalogues are to be found here, e.g., 
Samoa Express, Suez ·canal, Thurn & Taxis, 
Tierra del Fuego and 'Trinidad ( Lady 
McLeod). 

50 
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250 

50 
75 
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200 
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25 
25 
25 
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do 
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British 
do 
do 
do 

PACKETS. 
Empire 

do 
do 

Africans 
do 
do 
do 

Foreigns 
Pictorials 
Coronations 
Great Britain 
India 

J. CHAMBERS 
50 Parliament Street, 
PORT ELIZABETH 
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3/-

20/-
2/3 
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6d. 
6d. 
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Special Stocktaking 
Offer 

FREE FRENCH 
PROVISIONAL 
OVERPRINTS 

No "definitives" are included, and 
stamps from only the following Colonies, 
viz.: Cameroons, Somaliiand, Madagas­
car, India, Reunion, Equatorial Africa, 
New Hebrides, Wallis & Futuna, and 
New Caledonia. 

Every packet is excellent value and 
can be used as a nucleus for forming a 
collection of these interesting issues. I 
offer: 

Price 
65 all different, from 9 Colonies £3 10 0 

110 do do 10 10 0 
150 do do 18 10 0 
1'75 do do 22 10 0 
200 do do 28 ~O O 
225 do do 35 10 0 
250 do do 48 10 0 

Nett, cash with order, post free. 

In the higher-priced collections will 
be found stamps offered by London 
dealers at Pounds each. As each collec­
tion has to be compiled individually as 
orders are received, they cannot be sent 
on approval. 

Guarantee: Any of these packets will 
be taken back by me, at their full price, 
if the purchaser decides on acquiring 
one of the larger collections instead. I 
can also supply these collections 
mounted in a ring-book album, at a cost 
of 17 s. 6d. extra. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 

WANTED 
• 

FORM OS A-All 1888 a.nd 1895 issues. 

HONGKONG-S.G. 18 - 31 - 96, Fl, F2 
(or F5) F3 (or F6). 

JAPAN-S.G. 80, 449, 452, 460, 461. 

LABUAN-S.G. 11, 37, 38, 77, 78, 80, 96, 
209, 140, 141, 142. 

MONGOLIA-All 1925 - 1926 - 1927 - 1931 
issues. 

DUTCH IND(ES-S.G. 210a, 211a, 211c, 
211b, 225, 237, 241, 195, 214a, 251, 253, 
254, 347a. 

NORTH BORNEO-S.G. 2 - 8 - 9 - 54,. 65, 
85, 108, 140, 143, 182, 183, D5, D7, D8, 
DII, Dl5, D44, D49. 

TRANSJORDANIA-S.G.10, 14, 16, 17, 18, 
19, D33, D34, D37. 

PERSIA-S.G. 57, 207, 226, 392, 411, 412, 
413, 426, 447, 461, 463, 464, 550, 620, 622, 
623, 624, 625, 626, 627, 628, 629, 630, 632, 
633, 655, 656, 661, 663, 664, 665, 666, 667, 
668, 669, 670, 671, 672, 673, 682, 683, 684, 
685, 686, 687, 712a, 714, 714a, 714b, 721, 
727, 756, 760, 761, 763, 764, 765, 766, 767, 
783, 784, 791, 804, 806, 807, 808, 810, 020, 
029, Fl, F5. 

INDIAN STATES-Many norme.l issues re­
quired of all Indian Native States up to 
1933 issues. 

FRENCH COLONIES-A few hundred 
normal issues to 1933 required. 

PORTUGUESE COLONIES-Manyspace­
fillers required. 

ITALIAN COLONIES-Many space-fillers 
required. 

ROUMANIA-S.G. 444,446,447, 555a, 611, 
656,625a, 673,674,705,710,700,701,702, 
70~ 731, 732L78~ 760, 76~76~76~ 767, 
768, 787, 790, C84, C85, C86, C87, C88, C89, 
D6, 025, 09, 010, Dl94, Dl97. 

• 
One copy of each of aboVie required. 

Mint for preference. 
High prices for perfect copies. 
Want list of other countri,es on 

application. 

E. HUNT 
Box 2437, JOHANN,ESBURG 

77 
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•·······~~~~~---·-----~ I HANDSTRUCK LETTER STAMPS OR l 
I STAMP~ESS COVERS I 
~ ................ ~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I have been hauled over the coals by Mr. 
Stephen G. Rich, of Verona, New Jiersey, 
U.S.A., for daring .to call the marks on our 
pre-stamp covers Handstruck Letter Stamps. 

Shortly after this I received an American 
publication known as " STAMP REVIEW " 
or "DON HOUSEWORTH'S INTERNA­
TIONAL SiTAMP REVIEW," Vol. 23, No. 
9, October, 1943. This publication is a 
monthly magazine for the stamp .and cover 
co Hector. 

On page 5 of this journal, I was pulled 
to pi,eces by a writer by name of J,ed Jones, 
and this is what Mr. Jed Jones had to say: 

"Another of the confusing oddities of 
wording in connection with the older covers 
is calling the town or rate marks 'Letter 
St.amps.' It's not a bit better than the 
comic 'Handstruck Stamps' that one Bob 
Lowe .tri.ed to wish ,on to us and almost 
got away with it. It has this much more 
in its favour: that was the, term officially 
used for these marks in their day. But 
it's still a cas:e of outworn or vanished 
usage, like calling 5 cents a 'half dime' as 
it was actually inscribed on our first coins 
of that value. A. A. Jurgens, a real stamp 
scholar, who not only 'ought to' kndw bet­
ter,. but does know better, commits this 
in the title of his book on Gape of Good 
Hope now 'in press in Cape Town. I pre­
scribe Jurgens' Lotion f.or his feelings 
when he r,eads this!" 
The sequel to this was rather funny: It 

so happened that the above-mentioned maga­
zine was sent to me by Mr. Rich himself, 
and in the covering letter Mr. Rich tells me 
that I am quite wrong in calling these old 
postal markings Letter Stamps just because 
they were at the time of usage known as 
such, and as a comparison Mr. Rich says, 
" We would not call a motor car a horseless 
carriage as they did in the nineti,es," and in 
reply I simply "let off steam" and told Mr. 
Rich what I thought of Mr. Jed Jones: it 
was a pretty candid opinion! 

Two days after my reply to Mr. Rich had 
been posted, I received ,another letter from 
him (which had evidently come by the same 
mail) and in this letter he says: "You will 
be interested in the Jed Jones Column on 
page 5, especially the first paragraph. I 
might explain that I have written the Jed 
Jones Column f.or this paper for more than 
five years. You also need to know that thcl 
'Jurgens' Lotion' reference is, as you might 
not guess, more than a pun on your name. 
Jurgens' Lotion is a well-known skin cream 

extensively used in this country . . . . so the 
idea is to ,emphasis,e that Jed doesn't want 
you to feel irritated at the remarks." 

I need make no further reference to the 
Jed Jones r.emarks, ,except to say that the 
Bob Lowe ref erred to there is meant for 
Mr. Robson Lowe who, I believe, is really re­
sponsible for the increased amount of inter­
est and more serious study of these pre-stamp 
covers in Great Britain to-day. 

If there is anything that has been wrongly 
named it is our, present day adhesive p-ostage 
stamp. Let us consult the dictionary and 
see what the word "stamp" really means. 

In Webster's Dictionary although many 
meanings of the word are given, such as 
"That which stamps. Any instrument for 
making impr,essions, or imprints, on other 
bodies." "The mark, impression, d·esign, or 
.the like, made by stamping or imprinting; 
especially such a. mark or impression used 
to give a distinctive value or force to some­
thing." 

Although the same dictionary says fur­
ther: "A stamp or printed device or slip of 
paper, issued by the Government at a fixed 
price, and required by law to be affixed to, 
or stamped on, certain papers or things, as 
evidence that the Government dues are, paid; 
as a postage stamp, revenue stamp, etc." 

Notwithstanding .this, however, with v,ery 
f.ew exceptions, such as the issue of the New 
Republic in 1886-87, all our postage stamps 
have been printed, not stamped. These New 
Republic issues could 1easily therefore be 
called "Handstruck Adhesive Stamps." 

The comparison between a motor car and 
a handstruck stamp is, in my opinion, quite 
wrong, firstly, because the former is to-day 
known throughout the length and breadth 
of the world s,o that it would be quite un­
necessary to 11ef er to it as a horseless car­
riag,e. 

In the case of the latter, hdwever, how 
many people would know what you were 
r,ef erring to if you merely m;ed the word 
"Letter St.amp"? In ninety-nine cases. ,out 
of a hundred, it would be thought that you 
were referring to our ordinary present day 
adhesive stamps and that by adding the word 
"Letter" you wiere ref.erring to a postage 
stamp. 

To go further, if we to accept the ,opinjon 
of our American cousins in this respect, how 
are we going to differentiate between a 
letter stamped by hand with a device in­
tended for the purpose of denoting that post­
age had been paid, and an ,ordinary official 
letter entitled to be conveyed through the 
post free of postage if we are going to call 
them "Stampless Covers"? 

As I hay,e explained, all adhesive postage 
labels used for the prepayment of postage 
are to-day known as "Stamps" so that all 
official lett,ers (which do not require these 
adhesive stamps) would or should come un­
der the same category as "Stampless 
Cov,ers." 
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Prior to the 6th of May, 1840, when Great 
Britain brought into use the adhesive postal 
label, Letters which had .to be conveyed 
through the Post Office were hand-stamped 
with a c,ertain device which at that time 
served the same purpos·e as does the adhe­
sive postage label which is to-day called a 
stamp. 

In the Post Office at the Cape of Good 
Hope from the year 1792, when the first 
hand-stamping of letters to indicate pay­
ment of postag,e, viz., the V.0.C. haridstamp 
of 6 Stuivers, was brought into use, it was 
reforred to as "Brief 'Z,egel" (Letter Stamp), 
but never "Post Zegel" (Postage Stamp). 
During the whole of the British occupation 
from 1795 to 1803 and again from 1806 to 
1853, when adhesive postage stamps were 
introduced, these postal markings were 
never ref-erred to by any other name but 
"Letter Stamps." 

Why then should we be told that we are 
wrong when w,e ,adhere to the old and ,origi­
nal name by which these markings were 
known? 

The addition of the word "Handstruck" 
(I presume by Mr. Robson Lowe) is as cor­
rect as it will ever be. To the uninitiated 
the mere words "LET1T'ER ST'AMP" could 
easily mean ,our present adhesive stamp, and 
by adding the word "Handstruck" and call­
ing them "THE HANDSTRUGK LETTER 
STAMPS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE" we 
are making it clear to all that we refer to 
those postal markings used for stamping let­
ters during the pre-adhesive period. 

Where we might possibly be more correct 
would be if we refer to postal markings of 
the adhesive stamp period ,as follows: 

(a) Those devices issued sol,ely for de­
facing of stamps as Defacing Stamps. 

(b) Those issued to express a date or time 
of r,eceipt or despatch of the letter 
as "Date Stamps'' and not postmarks. 

A. A. JURGENS. 

WANTED .TO BUY 

A.11 types of African stamps, mint and used. 
especially Empire and Foreign Colonies. 
Prompt settlement by cash, mint current 
Australian stamps at face. or used ditto at 
wholesale rates, as desired. Fair prices 
please. 

S. G. Walton. (Member A.P.T.A.), 
Canley Vale, N.S.W,, Australia. 

"Covers the World" 

• Tercentenaries­
and other Grand Sets 

ANTIGUA TERCENT. 
£16 0 0 

BAHAMAS TERCENT. 
£4 0 0 

BARBADOES 
Victory £3 10 O 

BECHUANALAND 
S.G. 53. broken P 

£7 · 0 0 
Regent No. 89 10 0 

BERMUDA 
1920-21 £6 10 G 

BRITISH GUIANA 
CENT. £2 0 0 

NEWF'DLAND 1913 
£1 6 0 

tNATAL S.G. 6, Full 
margins, finely em­
bossed £25 O 0 

NIGERIA £1 G.V. used 
£5 0 0 

ST. KITTS (cent.) to 
2/6 £6 10 0 

RHODESIA S.G. 12 
£10 0 0 

SIERRA LEONE cent. 
(except £1) £18 10 0 

RHODESIA 166a 
£6 0 0 

BR. SOMALILAND S.W.A, 
1938 £8 0 0 tl3 hor. pr, £8 O 0 

tcAPE WOODBLOCK 
used on cover £5 0 0 0 
CAYMANS CENT. 

t26 block £7 10 O 
t27 vert. pr. £17 10 0 

2 "Afrika" over 
"South West" 
block £40 0 0 

o tSOUTH AFRICA 
1925 mint £1 g 0 

£20 0 0 
FALKLANDS CENT. 

(except £1) £20 0 

used £1 12 6 tGREAT BRITAIN 
p.a. £1 £1 10 
tS.G. 177a £10 10 

JUBILEE compl. 

o cover £2 O o 
o 26.10.18 p.c. "Make 

£35 0 0 
MONTSERRAT CENT. 

£12 10 0 
tNATAL S.G. 171 ver­

tical pair pmk 17 July, 
1911 £26 0 0 

Your Sixpence Fly'' 
Blue Wing on Red 
Cross £4 10 0 

1925 Air mint £1 15 O 
used £2 O O 
cover £2 5 O 

tS.G.107 Block £15 0 0 

tindicates used, otherwise mint. 

Offers subject to being unsold and subject to 
price changes. E. & O.E. Postage Extra. 

WE WANT TO BUY-
OLD AND MODERN COLLECTIONS, 
SINCiLE RARITIES AND ERRORS, 
DUPLICATES & OFFICE MIXTURES. 

Cash en Acceptance of Offer, 

E. M. LACY 
Bankers: Telegrams: Globephil, 

Barclays, Telephone : 2-4657. 

( Globe Postage Stamp Company) 
117 LONGMARKET STREET, 

.CAPE TOWN. 
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• 
DE GAULLE ISSUES OF FREN'CH 

EQUATORIAL AFRICA • 
By A. LICHTENSTEIN 

Ill lllllllll.l Ill llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll II I lllllllll l•I llllllltllllllllillllllll~llllllllllllllllllllll II II IIIIII I II I I I I I llllll llll lllllll I I I llllll II lll lllll lllll'Jlllllll llllllllllll llll lllllll•"l 

Before setting out on a survey o[ the "F~ee 
French" issues of Equatorial Afr1c~, a brnef 
sketch of the historical events leadmg ~p to 
their issue may not be out of plac,?, 'I hese 
were: 

On June 25th 1940, hos.tilities in France 
ended with the 'surrender to Hitler's ~orces. 
Shortly afterwards, General de Gaulle 1ssuied 
his famous manifesto to .all Fr_enchmen, repu­
diating the armistice, and callmg for support 
for the "Fr,ee French Mov,ement" under _his 
leadership. The Cameroons were the first 
colony to respond to .this .appeal,, and on Aug­
ust 27th, 1940, General de Gaulle landed at 
Duala with a military force, and formally pro­
claimed the "Free" French Empire. The next 
colony to join De Gaulle was the neighbouring 
territory of Equatorial Africa-the General's 
entry into its capital, Brazzaville, has been 
commemorated by; a special set of stamps, sold 
only ,on souvenir postcards (Nos. 77-80 on my 
check list). 

The new administration immediately · set 
about to ov,erprint the then current issues in 
token of adherence to the Free French Mov,e­
ment either with the word "LIBRE" or 'with 
the l~g,end "Afrique Francaise Libre." It is 
curious that these two different overprints 
should have been chosen, seeing the word 
"LIBRE" alone could have been applied to all 
the various st.amps. Only one conclusion can 
be drawn from the legend "Afrique Francaise 
Libre," and that is that these stamps were in­
tended for us,e not merely in Equatorial ( or 
"Central") Africa, but in any or .all the Free 
French African colonies. I hav,e been unable 
to trace .any· information on this point from 
among the, many articles that have app,eared 
in the philatelic press - notably in "St,amp 
Collecting," to which I owe special acknow­
ledgement for many valuable data .and details. 

No doubt, with an ey,e on the propaganda 
value of stamps, rather than on the financial 
aspect, the Free French Committee sent a 
supply of the overprinted stamps to London, 
for s.aLe to dealers, while another supply. of 
somewhat different though similar composition 
went to New York. In each case, several 
thousand sets were involved, with the result 
that c,ertain stamps, .although plentiful, e.g., 
in London, wer,e practically unobtainable either 
in New York or in the colony itself. Others, 
plehtiful in the colony, were unknown in Lon­
don or New York, and so on. This anomalous 
position has led•in some eases to inflated prices 
being paid, while in others there is no doubt 

that certain stamps are under-,valued. A case, 
in point is the 1 fr. green "LIBRE" (SG 
75/75a, Scott 107/108). Gibbons quote no 
price for the RED o/pt, but taking it at ''pro 
rata" the, set price (set of 39 for 40s.) it 
works out at ls. per stamp, whereas Scott lists 
it at 10s. Conversely, the BLACK o/pt in the 
1 fr. is priced by Gibbons at £10; Scott asks 
a modest dollar (5s.) for it. This bewildering 
contrast in catalogue quotations is based on 
still more confusing and contradictory press 
statements about "numbers issued," each of 
them claiming some kind of authority .as their 
origin. It is the purpose of this article to 
attempt to bring some semblance of order into 
the confusion, which has been made "worse 
confounded" by the quite inadequate listings 
of our leading cataloguers. In the 1942 Foreign 
Supplement, Gibbons list as No. 79 the, fr. 1, 
75 bright 1and pale blue, and they again list 
the s.ame stamp two y,ears later in the 
recently issued 1944 supplement - evidence 
(one might think) that this stamp exists. 
However, I know not of a single living soul 
who has seen or heard of this stamp; it is 
not listed by Scotts; instead, e,very set or col­
lection I have handled contains the fr. 1, 75 
browln .and y1ellow, which in turn is unknown 
to Gibbons. As I have no status to say .that 
Gibbons (with their vast organisation .and re7 

sources) ar,e persisting in listing ,a stamp 
which does not exist, I feel in duty bound .to 
include this item in the check list below­
solely on the strength of Gibbons' continued 
listing of same. 

(To be continued.) 

+ 
ITALY. 

Ordinary Italian stamps are being used in 
the parts of Italy freed from German occupa­
tion, but snpplies of the 50c (Romulus and 
Remus suckled by a wolf) seem to have run 
out. A local printing of this, a rather crudely 
produced pale violet stamp, has been made 
in Naples. At the bottom. of the stamp there 
is the imprint "Richter-Napoli." 

+ 
NEUTRAL STAMP MARKETS. 

Aocording to the J>hilatelio Trader, stamps 
are abundant and cheap in both Switzerland 
and Sweden. Only German and occupied 
countri1:;s vvar issues, however, are available; 
only odd used copies of Allied stamps getting 
in. The extreme flooding of war issues reaches 
its peak in Croatia with more than 200 issues 
since 1941. 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

July, 1944. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 81 

COLLECTORS' WANTS AND OFFERS 
(Twopence per word per insertion 

Wanted: 2 or 3, F.G. ·warwick albums, 
with or without interleaving, best 
prices paid. Urgent. 

S. Kaganson, 440 Albert Road, Salt 
River, C.P. 

For Sale: Natal Stamps. 10/-, 30/-, £10. 
. Postally used. £1 and £5 Fiscally 

used. 
J. H. Bell, Howick. 

C~llections Wanted to Buy .-Old and 
Modern Collections, Single Rarities 
and Errors, Duplicates and Office 
Mixtures. 
Prompt cash on acceptance of offer: 

E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.), 
117 Longmarket Street, Gape Town. 

FREE FRBNCH: Cameroons, Equatorial Africa, etc. 
Cameroun. set 31, normal provisional, 

2c to 20Fr. .. .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .£17 IO O 
set 29, normal provisional, 2c to 5l!'r £:32 10 O 

Cameroun, Spitfires set 4 on cover . . 3!) 0 0 
Spitfires set 2 De Gaulle Lon: 35£ 
Stan!Jey Gibbons last list sold out . . ,32 10 

Cameroun, Ouevres de Guene; set 3 Lon 
10£ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (l O 0 

Cameroun, Ambulance "la Quintainie" 
2. Lon £10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ri O o 

Cameroun, Varieties closed 4. "Comma." 
Most other var. 

Free French Equatorial Africn, .A col-
lection 82 varieties . . . . . . . . . . li:i O O 
collection 37 varieties . . . . . . . . ;;i 10 o 

l!'ree l!-,rench JiJquatorial Africa, 4c l\ioyen 
Congo Black, overprint Red . . . . :l O 0 
4c 1\Ioyen Congo Red, overprint Red 3 10 O 

Free French Equatorial Africa, 75c 
London price £10 . . . . . . . . . .. 6 O O 

Free French Equatorial Africa, 30c Blue 
Red 80/-, ditto Black overprint . . 2 10 0 

Free French Equatorial Africa, Double 
overprints, 40, 50=4:-i Double each 1\1 4 0 O 
Double overprints, 55c 90/-. 60¾= 
70¾ and 75/50 each . . . . . . . . 4 10 0 

French Equatorial Africa, 4c Black l\Ioyen 
Congo £5, 35c double 80/- Double 
overprints 35c double one inverted 
110/-. ditto 90c . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 10 0 
10 Frs Double Black overprint, very 
scarce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 10 0 

French Equatorial Africa, Air 1.50 
100/-, 3.75 110/-

Free French Equatorial Africa, Visit Gen. 
de Gaulle 4 with date cards, used 4 10 0 
Visit Gen. de Gaulle used, Mint 
London £10 . . . . . . • . . . . . . . 8 10 0 

La Resistance (t4) Mint sets complete 
X 510 l!'rs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 10 0 

Liberation (10) Mint sets Charity X 
Frs 150 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 10 0 

All the above are quoted subject to sales. Prices are 
Net. Of the double and inverted overprints and other 
errors and varieties only a few left, in some cases 
singles only. Early application is recommended. 
These interesting and attractive stamps have gone up 
and are still rising. (See Stamp Collecting April 8) 
and can be recommended as an investment. Also 

stamps of all countries. · 
Wanted to buy Free French Africans. British Afri­

cans, also Coins, Commemorative medals, etc. 
A. HAYNE. 87 Beach Road, 1\IOUILLJiJ POIJ'\T, 

CAPE TOWN. Phone 4-3866. Established .Tolwnnes­
burg, 1903. 

with minimum of 2/- per insertion) 

Mr. E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom, 
offers Blocks of South African Col­
onies and Union, also full range of 
Entires. 

Basutoland: Wanted covers, or stamps 
postmarked in Basutoland before 
1910. 

Harding, Box 108, Ladybrand. 
All South African Stamps wanted, 

Wholesale quantities. 
S. Curt.is & Co., Ashhurst, New 

Zealand. 

Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used 
copies wanted. Particularly Edward 
and George. High prices willingly 
paid. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes­
burg. 

For Service, promptness and satisf ac­
tion. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 
Phone 54-1692. 

Transvaal. Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarities wanted by 

A. E. Basden, Box 288, Pretoria. 

T .......................................................................................... 0 

0 NATAL STAMPS" 
WA 1NTED 

to bu~ for cash. Highest prices paid for 
fine copies of all early embossed stamps, 
and full face engraved Queens in any 
amount, mint or used. Also later high 
values, errors, varieties and numeral 

cancellations Nos. 3 to 84. 

Please send approval selections to: 

455 West Street, DURBAN 
IB]u1111111111111u1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111@ 
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PIETERSBURG: CINDERELLA OF 
PHILATELY. 

In the latest issue of "The Philatelic J our­
nal of Britain" the Rev. H. J. A. McKee dis­
cusses the status of the Pietersburg issue of 
stamps'. He states the -conflicting views of 
such writers as Yardley, Tamsen, Curle and 
Basden, etc. It really depends on whether you 
accept the de jure position of the Transvaal 
in relation to the Pretoria conventions of 1881 
and 1884, or the cle facto position as it existed 
in 1901. You will accordingly either regard 
the issue as an irregular local one or as the 
last official issue of the Boor Government. 

'l'he tendency to-day is undoubtedly in favour 
of the latter view, but Mr. McKee thinks the 
stamps would find greater favour with collec­
tors generally if the issue were catalogued with­
out the somewhat terrifying lists of errors and 
varieties. 

[We regret to see in later received news that 
Mr. McKee died on 14th March.-En.J 

BRAZIL. 
Dr. Mario ,de Sanctis reports the following 

issues:-
(1) On 18th December (this letter took five 

months to arrive-some mails from the U.S.A. 
have also taken as long) a 40c stamp, sienna 
coloured, perf. 14, commemorating the cen­
tenary of the birth of the painter Pedro 
Americo. Tho stamp fratnres a portrait of 
the artist. 

(2) On -4th .Janua,ry 3,000,000_ surtaxed. "Pro 
.Tuventude" 400r and 200r, whwh were issued 
in 1939 and were out of circulation, have been 
taken from stock and overprinted for ordinary 
correspondence. The original stamps were 
olive-green and showed the profile head of a 
child looking up at tho Southern Cross. The 
overprintin()' is in 5 values, 600,000 of each 
with the ,device AEREO and a value. The 
values 20 cts, 60 cts and Cr. 1.20 are in car-
mine; 40 cts and 1.00 Cr. in black. · 

(3) On 9th February, ther~ was put in· cir­
culation a stamp· commemorating the "Cereo da 
Lapa " which was a brilliant event in the his­
torv 'of the Brazilian army. The stamp is of 
Cr." 1.20 value, red, a gives a view of a mili­
tary camp. 

E. BLUM 
P.O. BOX 1669 CAP:E TOWN 

recommends his services to Dealers and Collectors 

alike ,for Selling and Buying stamps from all 

countries. Price List nowi ready and can be sent 

to applicants free on demand. Collections and 

Accumulnti.ons bought for spot ca.sh, Highest 

prices paid. Established in South Africa since 

1930. First class references, 

DISTINGUISHED DEALER-PHILATELISTS 
PASS. 

British journals report the death of Charles 
Nissen, distinguised authority on the stamps 
of Great Britain. He has been for fifty years 
a collector and clealer; he first gainecl renown 
by his discoverey of the Stock Exchange forgery 
of the ls. green in 1898. He was the publisher 
of "'.I.'he British Philatelist" and author of a 
number of works on British philately. For his 
services to philatelic research he was elected to 
the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists in 1923. 

American papers report the ,death of Eugene 
Klein, well known dealer and auctioneer in 
Philadelphia. He was prominent in philatelic 
society circles, having been President of the 
American Philatelic Society and of the Ameri­
can Philatelic Congress. His hobby was the 
private stamp issues of steamship lines and, 
quite recently, there was reviewed in our 
columns his book on United States Waterway 
Packetmarks. 

ORANGE RIVER COLONY 

4d. on 6d. of 1902. 
In the "Collectors' Club Philatelist" of 

,J~nuary is a short note on this stamp by S. G. 
Rich. He has not been able to find any evi­
dence that some material of setting A was used 
for this overprinting, as claimed by de Reuter­
skiold in "Africa, Part 3." Nor cloes he sup­
port the view that there is both a carmine ancl 
a vermilion overprint; the two colours inter­
gra~le. and are only thick or thin inking 
vanetrns . 

U.S.A. 
O"'.ing ~o an increase of air post rates a new 

Sc airmail stamp was issued on 21st ;March. 
It is reported that two additions are to made 
to the flag series of over-run countries viz. 
Corea and Philippines. ' ' 

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllltlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll! 

For quiak disposal! All Free French mint, British 
Colonials used. 

1. F.F. Reunion, Provisionals, 48 values, 
Each 

4 sets @ •.••••••••..•.••.. £3 5 
2. l!'.F. Somaliland, Provisionals, 58 

values, 10 sets @ • . . . • . • • • • • • £4 10 
3. I!~.I!'. Indian Settlements, 25 values, 

G sets @ • • • • • . • . . • . ...•. £2 0 
4. F.F. Levant. Provisionals, 7 values, 1 

set @ • • . • • . . . . . • . . . £2 10 
5. F.F. Levant, Permanent, 9 values 2 

sets @ • • • . • . . • . ........• 
G. Ji'.F. Levant, Miniatures Perf & unperf. 

Hi 
15 

7. Grenada KGVI 10/- p. 14, rare llrown­
ish toned paper (4 copies) @ • • • • £1 10 

8. Grenada KGVI 10/- p. 14, white paper 
(1 copy) @ .••...•. , ....... . 

11. 

] 2. 

!). Bermuda KGVI 2/- mottled (a) lines 
( 12 copies) @ . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 
Bermuda KGVI 2/- mottled (ll) lllotchy 
(12 copies) @ .•••.•••..•.•• 
Barllados KGVI ½cl- green rare perf. 
14 (100 copies) @ . . . . . . . . 
Malta, cor., mostly l!'.D. cancellations. 
100 sets @ ••••....••••.. 

A. J. BOOYSEN 

Hi 

8 

8 

2 

£7 10 

P.O. Box II. 8ANNIESHO:B'. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
0 

0 

0 

(i 

(j 

0 

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 
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SOCIETY N1EWS · 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NA.TAT.,. 

Preside1it, A.. L. Bevis; Hon. Sec., G. Milner, 
Palmer, P.O. Box 588, Durban; Meeting8i, 1st and 
3rd Wednesdays at London Assurance House, 319 
Smith Street (in the rooms of the Durban Camera 
Club, top floor), 7.30 p.m. 

At our May and June meetings, the Society has been 
very busy revising its Constitution. The whole of the 
May meeting was devoted to consideration of this im­
portant matter. and we successfully concluaed the adop­
tion of the new Constitution at our June meeting. 

At the June meeting, Mr. Lyle gave a demonstra­
tion of removing surplus paper from chalk surfaced 
and fugitive ink stamps. The demonstration was en­
tirely sucPessful and was carried out as .follows : 

Two pieces ,of fairly heavy window glass approxi­
mately 12 x 15 inches were used. A clean piece of 
blotting paper was dampened and the stamp to be 
removed was placed face upwards on the blotting paper 
which was then inserted between the two pieces of 
glass. This is then left about 5 to 10 minutes, accord­
ing to the degree of gum, and it wrn be found that 
a chalk surface stamp is in a perfect condition and 
that a fugitive ink stamp is removed without the 
colour running at all. 

After a little bit of experimenting, Mr. Lyle ex­
plained that any stamp collector could remove stamps 
without any risk. 

Mr. Lyle also showed on the Durban Camera Club's 
epidiascope a number of ,facsimi,les of stamp rarities 
and gave a short talk on each stamp. We are very 
pleased that Mr. Lyle has given us something different 
and w,ie hope that in future we shall be able to offer 
members some evenings of a slightly different nature 
from the ordinary routine exhibits. 

+ G.\M.P. 

CA.P.E TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, ViT. D. Vallance; Hon. Secretnry, S. 

Kaganson, No. 16 Military I~oad, Tamboers Kloof, 
Cape Town; Meetings, 2nd and ,1th 'l'hursdays of 
the month at Yorlrnhire Buildings, Strand Street, 
at 7.:::u p.m. 

Thursday, 25th May.-Mr. Alexander in the chair. 
Over 50 members and visitors present at this, the 
33rd annual general meeting of the Society. After the 
minutes of last annual meeting and the financial state­
ment had been confirmed, the election of officers for 
the ensuing year was proceeded with: Mr. W. D. Val­
lance, president; Mr. L. Simenhoff, vice-president; Mr. 
Kaganson and W. Cameron were re-elected hon. sec­
retary and hon. treasurer respectively. The following 
members were elected to serve on the Committee: Mr. 
K. Alexander, Mr. C. Cock, Mr. G. Sirrett, Mr. W. 
L. Ashmead and Mr. M. Rothkugel. Mr. Croxford took 
over the position of hon. librarian, Mr. Bennett hon. 
exchange superintendent, and Mr. Cock, Press represen­
tative. Several new members were enrolled during the 
evening. 

On June 8th, with the president in the chair and 
welil over 50 members and visitors present, Mr. L. 
Simenhoff tabled a very representative collection of 
·Capes. The display was divided into four sections: 
Pre-postal covers, postage stamps, postal marks and 
cancellations and postal stationery. 

It is impossible to refer to all the fine items ex­
hibited, but one outstanding item was an entire with 
a sixpenny Lilac Triangullar with the roller mark can­
cellation, which was used only at Grahamstown. Used 
on this particula·r stamp, it is a scarce item. 

In the stamp section, a representative collection of 
Triangulars was shown, and outstanding were twio 
very fine copies of the "wood-blocks" of 1'861-superb 
copies such as collectors dream of. The rectangular 
issues were also well! represented, there being some 
very fine used blocks. 

Pages could be written on the postmarks used from 
the cork and manuscript cancellations right up to the 
inter-Provinc~al period. An iliteresting item was a 
manuscript inst-mark used at Britsville siding, near 
De Aar, in !'.HO. 

The display was accompanied by a running talk by 
Mr. Simenhoff,. dealing with the romance of the posts 
of the Cape fr9m the earliest times. Reference was 
also niade to some of the big collectors and collections 
of the Cape, win special reference to Mr. A. A. Jur-

gens, whose collection of lH'e-postal issues is out­
standing and whose research work in this direction has 
just been recognised by the Royal Philatelic 1Society­
an honour well deserved. 

Mr. Valance, Mr. Alexander and Con1mander Enoch 
expressed their appreciation o.f the excellent exhibit­
" PhUately in its truest meaning." 

After the business of the evening had been trans­
acted, the usual auction took place, a number of items 
being for Red Cross funds. 

+ i B.L.C. 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 
President_, F. J. H. Lang; Hon. Secretary, L. 

Buchen, P.O. Box 4967. Johannesburg; Jlfeetings, 2nd 
and 4th Tuesdays, Public Library, Johannesburg. 
7.45 p.m. · 

Our annual general meeting was held on June 13th; 
election of office-bearers resulted largely in a re­
election of those who served in 1943-44, the only not­
able change being Dr. A. Kaplan as vice-president in 
place of Mr. W. Redford, who p'leaded being too busy 
to accept high office. 

The reports of the hon. treasurer and hon. secretary, 
exchange superintendent as wiell as the president's 
annual address, were of a special interest because each 
report showed a marked advance in the well-being of 
the Society, and an ever increasing interest in the 
hobby in this area. These reports brought out that 
the Society had had a most successful! year ; that 60 
members received 19 packets, with a total value of 
£790, and that approximately 65 per cent. of the value 
of the stamps offered had been purchased ; the mem­
bership is steadily growing, but the monthly attendance 
remains approximately the same as the previous year, 
due to the exigencies arising out of the war : new 
members were elected at practically every meeting 
throughout the year ; an exceptionally high standard of 
material had been included in the numerous exhibits 
shown throughout the year ; war funds had consider­
al>ly benefited by monthly auctions and contributio:ns 
by members, but as there would continue to be heavy 
demands on these funds, members were requested to 
redouble their interest in and support of these ,funds ; 
an appeal for more new exhibitors was made so that 
those attending the meeting would continue to have 
an ever-widening variety of material to see and study. 

Mr. Lang announced that the ·committee had awarded 
the " Cup of Merit " to Mr. William Redford for his 
outstanding service to the S.ociety and to philately· in 
general during the past year. This cup was presented 
as a floating tr.opl}y to the Society, by Mr. Lang, and 
the cup is to be known as the " Lang Cup of Merit." 

Mr. Lang also announced that the committee had 
decided to hold a second monthly meeting on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month. This meeting is to be in­
forma!l in character, when no business will be trans­
acted or reports read. It will be devoted entirely to 
-exhibitions, exchanges and discussions of philatelic 
topics of interest. It remains to the members to 'make 
this second meeting the success which is hoped for it. 

Two new members were elected, namely, Major N. 
Welsford and Captain C. D. Priest. 

Dr. J. Harvey Pirie displayed the .first exhibit of 
the evening, being a most remarkable collection of the 
stamps of Swaziland divided into eight groups and 
covering the complete phillatelic history of that coun­
try right up to date. Several uncatalogued varieties 
were included in this collection which does not lack 
more than two or three items to make it complete. 

Mr. I. Isaacs came forward with a very interesting 
display of Flown Covers and Crash Covers. 

+ H.E.B. 

O.F.S. AND BASUTOLAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, l\ir. C. A. Larsen; Hon. Secretary, l\'Ir. 

R. G. Lyon, Box 702, Bloemfontein; Meetings, 3rd 
l•'ridays each month, Oranje Koffiehlis, Bloemfontein, 
7.30 p.m. 

The June meeting started off with a small auction 
sale. Reports were received from Mr. J. Lewis, the 
exchange superintendent, who presented some good 
figui·es concerning recently circurlated exchange 
packets; also from Dr. K. Freund, the publicity offi­
cer, w,ho had given another, lecture at the Eunice Girls' 
High School. 

By request, Flight-Lieut. 'G. W. Horton gave a re­
peat show of his fine collection of Egypt, which - is 
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remarkable £or its completeness, for many outstand­
ing items and for the brilliant condition throughout. 

The second exhibit was given by Mr. M. Liss, who 
presented something out of the ordinary, viz., a col­
lection of Free State revenue stamps, which was an 
eye-opener for aill present. There were numerous pages 
of these " seels,'' starting with early pen drawings 
which were followed by stamps embossed on little 
square pieces of coloured paper. Most of the copies 
were on pieces of original documents. A large section 
dealt with the "V.R.I." overprinted issues, which were 
of the great~st interest for the specialists and students 
of Free 'State stamps, as they a1e a valuable source 
of information and enlightenment on the postage stamps 
of that period. Alll the various V.R.I. printings and 
most o.f the varieties and errors, known on Free State 
postage stamps, are represented on these revenue 
stamps, too. There were the "mixed stop" settings, 

' the thick "V's", the . wider spaced "V-R", inverted 
overprints, and even the errors "double surcharge, 
both inverted" and a strip containing a "triple over­
print." All these errors, appearing on revenue stamps 
on pieces of original documents, give definite proof 
that the O.F.S. varieties, wfhich have often been re­
garded with some suspicion, have a clean record. · 

Another problem, which had troubled some collectors 
of Free State stamps, was explained with some of 
these revenue stamps: The cancellation "Geregistreerd" 
was thought by some collectors to be a "Registered 
Post" cancellation, making the revenue stamp "post.­
ally used," but in Mr. Liss's collection it was proved 
by copies affixed on deed documents that the cancella­
tion "Geregistreerd" meant nothing else but "Registered 
at the Deed's Office." 

Several advanced collectors commented on the two 
outstanding. displays. 

+ 
EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, Mr. A. Watson; Hon~ Secretary, Mr. 
S. F. l!'owler, P.O. Box 168. Meetings, Colosseum 
Building. 2nd l!'ridays, 7.45 p.m. 

The meeting on June 9th was again well attended, 
there being 26 members and 10 visitors present. The 
president congratulated Mr. C. Hampson, the ex­
president of the Society, and Mrs. Hampson on having 
attained their golden wedding anniversary; Mr. Hamp­
son made a suitable reply. 

Various philatelic items of interest were passed 
round and a very fine attendance register having 
been 'anonymously donated to the Society, this was 
opened with the signatures of all present. 

Mr. Clay reported that the meeting of juniors had 
been a great success and had resrnlted in the forma­
tion of the East London Junior Stamp Club, which 
will be given all possible support by the senior Society. 

One new member was elected. 
Mr. Watson gave a short resume of some of the 

price differences in the new 1944 edition of S.G. British 
Empire Catalogue. 

At the conclusion of the business, Mr. A. E. Basden 
gape an extremely interesting and instructive talk on 
the posta,1 history of the South African Republic 
(Transvaal), from its earliest days till Union. Owing 
to the limited time, he was not able to deal exhaus­
tively with the subject, but mentioned several facts 
1ireviously unknown to many of those present. After 
the tea interval, Mr. Basden supplemented his ta:Jk 
with a magnificent display of a portion of his col­
lection of the Transvaal issues, chie:£ly earlies, but 
including also many of the 1_later varieties and Boer 
War local issues. From such a wealth of material, it 
is difficult to pick individual items. but all the early 
issues were there by the dozen in every known shade 
and practically al1l were iID'maculate oopies. There 
were also the errors of the "V.R. Transvaal" over­
prints, such as inverted, double, small "T," etc.; tete­
beche varieties in blocks and strips ; bisects on origi­
nals or pieces; early covers showing Transvaal stamps 
used in conjunction with those of the Cape, O.F.S. or 
Natal; a cover bearing the Nylstroom 'local; the Rus­
tenburg and Wolmaransstad overprints complete, etc. 
Some part-sheets of Viljoen's 1870 printings were also 
noted, which are believed to oe a portion of those 
which, so the story goes, were blown out of the win­
dow of his house, where the printing operation was 
in progress. From their appearance, it would seem 
that the story was probably true. 

T.A.H. 

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Presi,clent, Mr. Ferguson; Hon.· Secretary, H. A. 

Wager, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mon­
days, 8 p.m., Technical College. 

June 2.-Mr. Hawke in the chair. Mr. Hawke read 
an extract on stamp collecting after - the war. 
· Mr. Ravenscroft gave a very interesting paper on 

making a collection of stamps depicting anima1l life. 
He discussed the types of stamps that should be 
included in such a collection and those that should be 
omitted. His talk showed that there was an enormous 
array of stamps to study and choose from. He pointed 
out that most groups of animals were represented on 
stamps, and starting with the lowest group he sys­
tematically went through the whole animal kingdom, 
naming the differ~nt countries issuing them·. In this 
way he included inRects, fishes, birds, reptiles and 
ma:mmals. Dr. Broom and the chairman thanked Mr. 
Ravenscroft for his interesting paper. 

June 19.-Mr. Hawke m the chair. 'Mrs. Dyer pre­
sented some stamps in aid of the Red Cross and these 
subsequently brought in £2 7s, 

Colonel Horne, in giving a talk on the stamps of 
Egypt, gave a vivid and interesting story of their first 
appearance. He first dealt with the inter,-postals 
w)hich, although issued by private enterprise, were 
supported by the Government and certainly did postal 
service. The first i,tamps issued by the Egyptian 
Government were in 1866 arid Colonel Horne described 
the design, paper, ·watermark, etc. He also described 
the next few issues, passing on to the stamps of the 
Suez Canal and Sudan. Many humorous incidents in 
connection with the issue of stamps in Egypt were 
related. Colonel Horne was thanked by acclamation 
for his talk. He then tabled an exhibit of his fine 
collection of Egypt, Suez Canal and Sudan. 

+ H.A.W. 

EAST RAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President, Mr. Gutsche; Hon. Sec., E. N. Rigg, 

103 Kemston A venue, Benoni ; j}f eetings, 3rd Tues­
days, 8 p.m., Hotel Regent. Benoni. 

At our May meeting, we had an official visit by 
members of the Jewish Guild Society who provided the 
exhibits for the -evening, which were as follows: 

Mr. Buchen read a Fhort paper on the stamps of 
Bosnia. 

Mr. Gladstone exhibited stamps of 'Germany, exclud­
ing the inflati,on issues after World War I. 

Dr. Kaplan exhibited Holland ea1<ly issues, 1849 to 
1S66-67 ; also Egyptian commemoratives. 

Mi;. van Wyk thanked the exhibitors for their very 
fine demonstrations. 

June Meeting.-News of the month was given by· 
Mr. Shepherd, who also read a short article on the 
engraving of the plates from which stamps are printed. 

The exhibits for the evening were provided by Dr. 
Kaplan, who came over with hfs collections of Aus­
tralia and New Zealand ; both of these exhibits were 
in •mint condition and included the high values. Some 
of the stamps were in blocks of four and they were 
of a , very high standard. 

E.N.R. 
AN'l'AlW'f IC 8TAMP:S. 

'fhis overprint series for the Falkland Island 
Dependencies has been so popular that orders 
placed with the Crown Agents have not been 
fulfilled in entirety. The Colonial Office has 
emphatically denied that the stamps were is­
sued for revenue raising, so tho implication 
remains that they are intended as counter pro­
paganda to the Argentine's claims in these 
regions. A subsidiary reason may be the pre­
sence · there of a British scientific expedition 
under the command of Lt.-Commander Marr, 
who started his Antarctic voyaging with Sir 
Ernest Shackelton as a sea-scollt. 

Incidentally it may be repo1:ted that the 
1944 Argentine mail (with Argent:ne stamps 
and postmarks dated 19th February) has ar­
rived back from the South Orlrneys. Also 
covers from the British Expedition from 

. Graham Land, dated 12th February, and fro111 
the S. Orkneys 21st February. 
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A Question 
THAT ONLY 

CAN ANSWER 

There. isn't enough train accommodation for every­

body, especially during holiday periods. That means 

that hundreds of men, women and children will have 

to spend their holiday at home this year. 

Some of them may need to get away, for health 

reasons. Some may deserve a ;spell, after working all 

the year at high pressure on essential war work. If 

they fail to get accommodation, they can't go. 

Do you or your family need to leave home this winter? 

Do you believe, honestly, that you have been working 

so hard in the national interest that you rmn:d g(~t 

away? Or, on thinking it (wer, do you feel that you 

ought to give up your place in the queue and so allow 

someone else, more genuinely entitled to it, to travel 

in your stead'? 

South African Railways 

iii. 

¾ Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News Agency, 
~ Ltd., Johannesburg~ Printed by Magazine Press (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, Johannesburg 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

iv. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. July, 1944. 

SMOKE 
0~ ~f) 

~'ii'@~ 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

SOUTH AFRICAN 
PHILATELIST 

Proprietors and Publishers : 

THE PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Price 6d. REGISTERED AT THE G.P.O. AS A NEWSPAPER. Price 6d. 

Vol 20. No. 8. AUGUST, 1944. Whole No. 233. 

PUBLICATIONS 
By LOWE 

* THE REGENT CATALOGUE (ADHESIVE). 

VOLUME II is published every March and September, and includes all i~sues 
to date Price 3/3 Post Free. 

Throughout above volume the prices listed are as near as possible market 
prices: in addition Gibbons' and Scott's catalogue numbers are cross-referenced 
with Regent numbers for those collectors whose collections are based on these 
catalogues. 

The current edition of Volume II will bring you 

right up to date with the British Empire Market. 

* THE HANDSTRUCK CATALOGUE (1661-1900). 

This is the only catalogue of Handstruck Postage Stamps of the British Empire, 
and lists every known recorded marking with prices. All Provisional Hand­
struck Stamps issued prior to 1900 are listed, and those in use in Great Britain 
from 1840 to 1853 are catalogued in detail. The historical data included is 
invaluable to the collector-as is the catalogue itself. Price 11 /- Post Free. 

which includes the December 1942 Supplement, The latter can be obtained 
separatelu Price 1/6 plus 2d. postage. 

All enquiriea to 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
50, PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.1. 

Abbey 4034. 
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Confident 
when 

Buying and Selling 
This very grateful tribute to . the quality of the 

service provided by Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auctions 
is but one of the many hundreds of compliments that we 
receive each season. · 

The success of Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auctions 
is the fruit of more than 50 years' consistent effort to 
provide a perfect service and complete satisfaction for 
Vendor and for Buyer. 

Every feature of every sale at Harmer's of Bond 
.Street is handled by experts-men whose wide experience 
enables them to reveal those little extra points of a stamp 
that enable the distant Buyer to bid confidently and in 
complete security, and ensure for the Vendor a fair price 
for his stamps. 

That is why almost all the great collections are placed 
with Harmer's of Bond Street for dispersal-why more than 
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United 
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond 
Street Stamp Auctions-why Harmer's have a larger turn­
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer. 

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of 
this. paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues. 
Our brochure "Selling Stamps at Auction" also is free to 
prospective Vendors. 

H. R. HARMER 
The World'! Leading Stamp Auctioneer 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS. 
39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1, 

ENGLAND. 

Cables: "HARMER'S BOND STREET LONDON.'' 
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ROCKET POSTS 
Rockets .are very much in the air at pre­

sent, although the stay of many of them is 
fortunately being cut short. 

Messrs. Francis J. F'ield, Ltd., of Sutton 
Coldfield, England, have chose? an approp~i­
ate time to bring out a prtced check hst 
(post free, 7d:) of the Rocket Posts ~f Great 
Britain. Ther,e were three actual flights at 
different places in 1934 and various provi­
sional stamps and labels as well as flown 
covers are listed. They explain that the num­
bers given are those -of numbers printed, but 
actually only a proportion of thes,e still 
exists, ,as an important stock was destroyed 
in a blitz three years ago. 

+ 
U.S.A. 

"Communications" arie the subject of the· 
latest series of commemoratives in the U.S.A. 
Thanks to Mr. C. A. Harr'is, we have just 
received a day of issue cover (10th May, 
1944) with the first of the series, a 3c purple 
stamp commemorating the 75th anniversary 
of the completion of the fir'st transcontinen- · 
t.al railroad. 

Others are or will be featuring the centen­
ary of the telegraph and the first steamship 
to cross the Atlantic (in 1819). 

+ 
POLAND 

The Polish Ministry in London stat,es that 
four stamps of the Polish issue of 1941 are 
to be overprinted "Monte Cassino, 18/5/44," 
in honour of the victory of the• Polish troops 
there. The four values ,are the 45, 55 and 
80 gr and the Zl 1.20 and the issue was due 
to appear on 27th June. 

+ 
FRANCE 

The provisional Government in Algiers is 
getting ready for the reoccupation of metro­
politan Franc,e by preparing stamps which 
will be of the- design of the "Marianne" 
stamp which we have already reported as 
having been issued in Corsica. 

WOLMARANSSTAD ST AMPS 

J{~f.errin~ to the ar!icle on these stamps 
published 1n our May issue, a correspondent 
writes that there is an article in "Stanley 
Gibbons' Monthly Journal," Vol. 12, 1901-02, 
by Emil Tamsen, on the war stamps of the 
Transvaal. In this Mr. 1T:amsen states that 
he knows nothing personally of the Wol­
maransstad · issue, but the editor interpolates 
an extract from "The Australian Philatelist" 
by a Lieut. Cox, who had ,app.arently been in 
contact with W olmaransstad at or about the 
time of issue of the stamps. Lieut. Cox 
states that he knew Mr. Leask personally 
and he state,s categoric.ally that the totai 
value of the stamps overprinted was 
£.5 2s. 6d., although Mr. Leask could give 
him no idea of how many of each value were 
overprinted. 

Lieut. Cox states that he had seen and 
c?u}d personally vouch for ther.e having been 

. n~ne values surcharged. 1The list he gives 
d1ff ers from that long accepted in that it 
does not include the ls. denomination of the 
1896-97 issue, but includes the 2d. listr:e of 
1894-95. A statement which raises some 
doubt as to his reliability, however, is that 
he says the overprint is in violet ( except on 
the 2~d., which is in carmine). Poole made 
the same mistaken 1',tatement. 

+ 
ZANZIBAR 

Four denominations, 10c, 20c, 50c and ls., 
ar,e to be issued towards the end of the year, 
commemorating the bi-centenary of the 
reigning dynasty. The common design will 
show an ocean-going dhow superimposed on 
a map of East Africa and Arabia, showing 
the positions of Zanzibar and Muscat. 

+ 
ST. HELENA AND ASCENSION 

Complete sets of new printings for these 
two coloni,es. have recently been released; 
there are a number of changes in shades. 
"Stamp Collecting" ,of 3rd June contains a 
check list and notes on the shades of the 
1922-27 series of St. Helena. 
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• 
D E G AU L L E I S S U E S O F f.R E NiC H 

EQUATORIAL AFR I CA • 
By A. LICHTENSTE,IN 

(Continued .from puge 80 of July issue) 
,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111·J11111111111111111111111111111 

Ill the overprinting of the A.FJ.P. stamps, 
three different types or "founts" were em­
ployed, viz.: (a) fancy Roman capitals for 
the A.F.L. overprint on the Native types. and 
the Middle Congo stamp; (b) block capitals 
for the "LIBRE" o/p on head types (Stamp 
No. 33 on each sheet of 50 having the "L" 
in ,a smaller fount of type); and ( c) small 
antique type for the Airmails, and for later 
printings of the Native types. 

For the "dates ,of issue" and "quantities 
issued" now following, I have, been largely 
guided by statistics from Mr. H. L. Rivers, 
as published in "Stamp Collecting," and 
from notes supplied by Mr. C. 0. Plumbridg,e, 
and others, to whom my ackno'wledgements 
are due. From all the available information, 
it is clear that there weue two main printings 
-the first in October, 1940, with a supple­
mentary printing in December, and the, sec­
ond in M.ay, 1941, with a supplement in Octo­
her, 1941. The former comprised: 9 values 
in the Native design plus one 4c Middle 
Congo, overprinted "Afrique Francaise­
Libre" in two lines in fancy Roman capitals, 
30c to 20 frs. Head types plus one 4c Bridge 
with "LIBRE" in block capitals, and las.Uy 5 
Airmail values o/ptd A.F.L. in two lines in 
small antique type. The spacing between the 
lines of the "antique" o/p vari,es from H to 
2?!mm., the 'wider o/p being the scarcer, less 

than 20 per cent. of the stampR bearing the 
wider o/p. 

The second main printing (May /October, 
1941) gave us the low values with the small 
"antique" o/p in two settings, as well as the 
Head types with black o/p where it had been 
red in the first printing. 1Ther.e are now also 
3 additional Airmail values, with the small 
antique o/pt. 

Errors: Various stamps have been reported 
with double and/or inverted overprint; these 
will be found listed as sub - numbers with 
their respective normals. V1arieties: Constant 
plate varieties have been grouped at the end 
of each issue or group of issues. Spacin·gs 
of the "antique" o/p: in the Airmail values 
different spacings betwe€(JJ. the lines of~ o/p 
are found on the same pane, the commonest 
being the narrow (Hmm.) spacing. Wider 
spacings on these stamps the,refore have the 
status of varieties of the normal, and are 
treated as such. On the Native typ1es, how­
ever, the position is quite different: the lar­
ger part of the printing was made in the 
narrow sietting throughout, while a few hun­
dred sheets only rece,ived the wider (2½mm.) 
spacing. As entire panes exist with either 
spacing, the two types have been separated 
and listed as distinct and different issues. 
This brings us now to the following: 

CHECK-LIST, 
No. Value Type 0/pt. Issued _____ __:Quantity 

(1) O/pt. 'AFRIQUE FRANCAISE LIBRE" in fancy Capitals. 
1 le. Native Kraal Red October, 1940 
2 2c. do. R do. 
3 3c. do. R do. 
3a Error: · double o/pt. 
4 4c. Moyen Congo R do. 
5 5c. Native Kraal R do. 
6 10c. Native logging Black · do. 
7 15c. do. R do. 
8 20c. do. R do. 
9 25c. do. Bk. do. 

10 35c. do. R do. 
Varieties: 10c. and 25c.: "I" of LIBRE completely m1ssmg (No. 6 stamp). 

All other values: Hyphen between AFRIQUE-FRANCAISE (No. 14) 
Vertical space bar between AFRIQUEIFRANCAISE (No. 9). 
AFRIQUE FRANCAISE underlined (No. 34). 
All ten values: smaller "A" of Afrique (No. 1 on sheet). 
10c. only: native with bright ornament on upper right arm (No. 26). 

(II) O/pt. Afr. Fr. L. in small antique type, H mm. between lines: 

40,000 
40,000 
40,000 

10,000 
40,000 
40,000 
40,000 
40,000 
40;000 
40,000 

11 
12 

1c. Natives Bk. May, 1941 26,000 
2c. do. Bk. do. 26,000 
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f'3 3c. do. Bk. do. 26,000 14 5c. do. Bk. do. 26,000 15 10c. do. Bk. do. 26,000 16 15c. do. Bk. do. 21,000 17 20c. do. Bk. do. 21,000 18 25c. do. Bk. do. 26,000 
19 35c do. Bk. do. 21,000 19a Error: _double o/pt. 

(III) as before, but wider spacing between lines (2! mm.): 
20 le. Natives Bk. May, 1941 4,000 21 2c. do. Bk. do. 4,000 22 3c. do. Bk. do. 4,000 23 5c. do. Bk. do. 4,000 24 10c. do. Bk. do. 4,000 25 15c. do. Bk. do. 4,000 26 20c. cto. Bk. do. 4,000 
27 25c. do. Bk. do. 4_,000 
28 35c. do. Bk. do. 4,000 

Minor varieties of Nos. 11-28: broken letters. 

(IV) overprinted "LIBRE" in block capitals: 
29 4c. M:c. Bridge Bk. December, 1940 17,000 
29a Error: double o/pt. 
30 30c. Brazza (blue) Red October, 1940 5,000 
30a Error: double o/pt. 
31 30c. Brazza (blue). Bk. May, 1941 20,000 
32 30c. Brazza (green) Bk. do. 20,000 
33 30c. do. R October, 1940 40,000 
34 40c. do. Bk. do. 40,000 
35 45c. do. R do. 40;000 
36 45c. do. Rk. May, 1941 25,000 
37 50c. do. R October, 1940 40,000 
38 50c. do. Bk. May, 1941 25,000 
39 55c. do. R October, 1940 40,000 
40 55c. do. Bk. May, 1941 20,000 
41 60c. do. Rk. October, · 1940 40,000 
42 65c. Gentil Bk. do. 40,000 
43 70c. do. Bk. do. 40,000 
44 75c. do. Bk. do. 4,000 
45 75c./50c. Brazza Bk. December, 1940 100,000 
45a Error: double o/pt. 
46 80c. Gentil Bk. October, 1940 40,000 
46a Error: double o/pt. 
47 90c. Gentil Bk. do. 40,000 
47a Error: double o/pt. 
47b Error: double o/pt., one inverted. 
48 1.-fr. Brazza (red) Bk. do. 40,000 
4!) 1.-fr. Gentil ( green) Bk. do. 35,000 
50 1.-fr. rlo. R do. 5,000 
51 1.-/65c. Gentil R do. 100,000 
51a Error: double o/pt. 
f>2 1.40fr. Crampel Bk. do. 40,000 
53 1.50fr. do. Rk. do. 40,000 
53a Error: double o/pt. 
54 1.60fr. Crampel Bk. do. 40,000 
55 1.75fr. Gentil ( ?) ? (Gibbons) ? ? 
56 1.75fr. Crampel Bk. October, 1940 40,000 
57 2.15fr. Liotard Bk. do. 40,000 
58 2.25fr. do. R do. 40,000 
58a Error: double o/pt. 
59 2.25fr. Liotard Bk. May, 1941 20,000 
59a Error: double o/pt. 
60 2.50fr. Liotard Bk. October, 1940 40,000 
61 3frs. do. R do. 40,000 
62 3frs. do. Bk. May, 1941 25,000 
62a Error: double o/pt. 
63 5frs. Liotard R October, 1940 40,000 
64 5frs. do. Bk. May, 1941 1()_,000 
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65 10frs. do. 
66 10frs. do. 
66a Error: double o/pt. 
67 20frs. Liotard 
68 20frs. do. 

Variety: all values: smaller "L" of LIBRE 
(To 

NORTHERN RHODESIA RECENT 
PRINTINGS 

be 

The following notes are taken from a 
r,ecent notice in "Stamp Collecting." 

Originals issued in 1938 had creamy paper 
and gum and were perf. 12~; in 1941 they 
appeared perf. 12! x 12i. There 'were no 
further printings of the Hd. carmine red 
and 2d. yellow brown, but the colours were 
changed. 

1The first further printing occurred in 1942, 
the 2d. in April, the other pence values and 
the ls. and 2s. 6d. in June. This printing 
had white paper ,and gum and perf. 12~ x 
12i for the, pence values, thin white paper, 
perf. 12i for: the ls. and 2s. 6d. 

A printing of all values, !d. to 20s., was 
released in May, 1944, with thin white paper 
and gum, perf. 12~ x 12i for the pence 
values, 12i x 12~ for the shilling values. 

Following are the shade changes for these 
three sets: 

?id.: Green, deeper green, paler green. 
ld.: Deep brown, brown, deep brown. 
ld.: Greyish brown, pale yellow brown, 

pale chestnut. 
Hd.: Yellow brown, carmine red, carmine 

red. 
2d.: Carmine r,ed, carmine red, carmine 

red. 
2d.: Dull carmine red, carmine red, car­

mine r,ed. 
3d.: Ultramarine, cobalt, deep ultramarine. 
4d.: Violet, slightly deeper violet, pale 

violet. 
6d.: Gr,ey, slightly lighter grey, grey. 
ls.: Black and yellow-brown, black and 

yellow-brown, deeper black and yellow­
brown. 

2s. 6d.: Green and black, bluish green and 
black, green and black. 

3s.: Blue and violet, blue and violet. 
5s.: Violet and slate grey, mauve and slate 

grey. 
10s.: . Black and green, greyish black and 

green. 
20s.: Rose purple and carmine red, purple 

and scarlet. 

Exchange invited by advanced collector 
wanting mint Union issues, including 
pairs, blocks, interesting items; also 
used recent issues. Give any current 
Empire complete mint sets or any Irish 

issues or cash if pref err·ed. 
W. NIXON, 

48 Gilford Road, Dublin, Eire. 

R October, 1940 35,000 
Bk. October, 1!)41 4,000 

R October, 1941 35,000 
Bk. May, 1941 25,000 

on No. 33. 
continued) 

BLUE MAFEKINGS WATERMARKED 
Dr. E. Mosely writes: 
" Dr. Freund's discovery of the watermark 

in the paper on which the 'Blue Maf.ekings' 
are printed is extremely interesting and 
valuable. I think philatelists are greatly 
indebted to him for the painstaking labour 
which has enabl,ed him to give us such a 
result. The discovery is comparable with 
that of the watermarks of the 1890 and 
1891-94 Rhodesian issues. 

"There is one point on which I think Dr. 
Freund has slipped, that is describing the 
paper as "laid paper batonne"; it is just the 
usual "laid paper." The illustration in Dr. 
Freund's article corresponds exactly in ap­
pea11ance and measurements of both hori­
zontal and vertical lines with the specimen 
sheet of laid paper, page 97 in Sefi's "Intro­
duction to Advanced Philately." Batonne 
paper, which I can remember using seventy 
years ago for writing home letters, has 
single bars about 2mm. wide and 9-lOmm. 
apart (these measurements are from the 
sample, page 101 of Sefi's book); the lines 
are velry perceptible from either side of the 
she,et; there .are no vertical lines. 

"'This misdescription of the paper in no 
way detracts from Dr: Freund's discov,ery, 
which is original and valuable." 

E. BLUM 
P.O. BOX 1669 OAPE TOWN 

recommends his services to Dealers and Collectors 

alike ,for Selling and Buying stamvs from all 

countries. Price List noW\ ready and can be sent 

to applicants free on demand. Collections and 

Accumulations bought for Bt>0t ca.sh. Highest 

prices paid. Established in South Africa since 

1930. First class references. 
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JAMES MILDENHALL & CO. 
have pleasure in announcing 

FORTNIGHTLY STAMP 
AUCTION SALES 

THURSDAY 

THURSDAY 

10TH AUGUST 

24TH AUGUST 

THURSDAY-7TH SEPTEMBER 
12.45- - 2 p.m. 

Catalogues on Request-Postal Bids Accepted 

' Collector$ are invited to call :md inspect the stocks of 
lots, sets, albums, stock books <}.Ud collections always on 

hand. 

To those cdllectors wishing to dispose of tLeir material, 
our public auction and private treaty service will be 

found unequalled 

Stamps to be' sold by Auction are on View Day Prior to and 
Day of Sale 

JAMES MILDENHALL & CO. 
ST AMP AUCTIONEERS 

Corner Rissik and Marshall Sts. ( opposite Escom House) 
JOHANNESBURG 

89 
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r
-----------------------~ 
'RECE1NT PRl1NiJINGS OF AFRICAN I 

COLONIALS 
( Continued from May issue.) 

,--·--······--·------·--- .............. ~ 
Basutoland 

Originals (1938) perf. 12½, with creamy gum; 
Jan., 1944, on thin white paper, with white 
gum; perf. slightly changed in some values. 

½d. green, now bluish-green, p. 12¾ x 12½. 
According to "Gibbons" Stamps monthly, 

this is from Plate 2. None of the other de-
nominations have any plate number. 

ld. scarlet, now bright scarlet, p. 12¾ x 
12½. . . 

l½d. light blue, now cobalt, p. 12¾ x 12½. 
2d. bright purple, now a deeper shade. 
3d. bright blue, now perf. 12¾. 
4d. grey, now slate grey. . 
6d. orange-yellow, came of a deeper shade 

(white paper and gum) in June, 1942, now 
slightly deeper still. , 
· ls. red-orange, had a new printing also in 

June, 1942, now brighter. 
2s. 6d. sepia, now a lighter shade. 

5s. violet, now a deep violet, p. 12½ x 12¾. 
10s. olive green, now deep olive green, p. 12½ 

X 12¾. 

Bechuanaland 
Originals (1938) perf. 12½, with creamy gum; 

Jan., 1944, as for Basutoland. 
½d. green, a printing in April, 1943, light 

green, now again green. 
ld. scarlet, now paler shade, p. 12½ x 12¾. 
l½d. light blue, a printing in April, 1943, 

light ultramarine, now ultramarine. 
2d. brown, now a lighter shade, p. 12½ x 12¾. 
3d. ultramarine, now a deeper shade, p. 12½ 

X 12¾. 
4d. orange, now a paler shade. 
6d. purple, now magenta, p. 12½ x 12¾. 
ls. black and olive green, a printing in 

, ,June, 1942, greyish black and olive green, now 
deep black and olive green. 

·2s. 6d. black and scarlet, colours and perf. 
unchanged. 

5s. black and ultramarine, colour and perf. 
unchanged. 

10s. black and brown, colour as before, but 
p. 12½ X 12!. 
Kenya 

Statements about these stamps continue to 
be rather confusing, if not actually contradic­
tory. We give the following notes as taken 
respectively from Gibbons' Stamp Monthly 
(G.S.iM.) and Stamp Collecting (S.C). Perfora­
tions are all comb, :i:f not otherwise stated. 
Under plate numbers the frame plate is given 
first, then the centre plate. 

le (131) p. 13¼, frame plate?, centre plate 
1A (G.S.M.). 

le (131a) 13¼ x 13¾, frame plate 2, centre 
plate no number (G.S.iM.). 

le (131a) 13¼ x 13i, plates 2 and 4A; also 
2 and 4B (G.S.M.). 

5c, 13 x 11¾, plates 3 and lB. Plates 5, 2A 
and 2B (S.C. and G.S.M.). 

10c, 13¼ x 11¾, plates 3 and 4B. Plates 4, 
5, 5A, 5B (S.C. and G.S.M.). 

15c, 13¾ x 13¼, thin white paper (,S.C.). 
20c, 13¼ x 13¾, plates 3 and 4B. Plates 5, 

4A, 4B (S.C. and G.S.M.). 
30c, 13¼ x 13¾, centre a deeper black. Plates 

3 and 3 (G.18.M. and S.C.). 
50c, plates 1, 2A and 2B (S'.C. and G.S.M.). 
ls., plates 1, 5A and 5B (S.C. and G.S.M.). 
2s., 13¾ x 13¼, plates 1 and 3B (G.S.M.). 
3s., 13¼ x 11¾, plates 1 and 3B. Plates 1, 

5A and 5B (S.C. and G.S.M.). 
5s., formally 14¼ line, plates 1 and 1; now 

13¼ x 13¾. Plates 1 and 2 (G.S.M.). 
10s., 13¼ x 13¾, plates 1 and 4A (G.S.M.). 
£1, still 14¼, colour much as before but in 

the head plate the former white space at the 
base of the neck is now filled in by lines of 
shading. (S.C.) 

iMr. W. Tunstall states that, it is rumoured 
that the 2s. has been seen in "imperf. be­
tween condition, but he is unable to confirm 
the accuracy of this. 
Nigeria 

The ls. and 2s. values have appeared on thin 
white paper with white gum. The ls. is a 
paler shade, and the 2s. a milky blue rather 
than light blue. 

The l½d. plates are now 2, 2A, 3 and 3A 
(G.S.M.). 
Sierra Leone. 

The issue of 1938-41 originally showed 
creamy paper, and gum was uniformly perf. 
12½. 

In September, 1942, there appeared new 
printings of the ½d., l½d., 2d., 4d., 5d., 6d., 
2s. and 5s. with white paper and gum, perf. 
still 12½ except in the case of the 5s., which 
was 12¾ x 12½. The shades were 'mostly paler. 

In April of this year there appeared new 
printings of the ½d., ld., 3d,, 4d., 5d. and ls., 
with white paper and gum. Perforation of 
these all 12¾ x 12½, except in the case of the 
½d., which remains 12½ all round. Shades 
aaain mostly somewhat different. 

0 

-"Stamp Collecting." 
Zanzibar 

"Gibbons Stamp 1Monthly" reports that the 
5c, 15c, 20c, 30c, 4~)c, !>0c, ls. and_ 2s. have been 
supplied on the thmmsh very white paper, and 
the 25c on thinnish yellow paper. All line 
perf. as before but in a slightly finer gauge, 
14.1 as against 13.9 in the cent values, and 
14.2 as against 14.1 in the shilling values. All 
from same plates as before, numbered "l" ex­
cept the 2s., which has no number .. Sh_ad~s 
show little change, except the ls., which 1s m 
a yellower shade of green, and the 2s. in a 
more red,dish shade of purple. 

+ 
SWAZILAND 

1The 5s. and 10s. ar,e stated to have ap­
p1e:ared in May of different . shades from 
those which came out early m 1943. The 
5s. is described as, grey in place of slate grey 
and the 10s. as being a lighter shade of 
sepia. 
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Stamp After-Stocktaking Offers 
BASUI'OLAND K.G. VI, S.G. 18-28, 

complete used set, ½d.~.10/-, at 28/9. 
BECHUANALAND K.G. VI, S.G. 118-

128, complete used set, M.-10/-, at 
32/6. I 

BRITISH SOMALILAND K.G. VI 1938, 
S.G. 103, 3 rupee mint cat 75/- 1at 
20/-■ I 

CEYLON K.G. VI, 2c-1r (10 stamps) 
used, at 4/9 set. 

EGYPT 1939, S.G .. 310 and 311, 50p and 
£El, used, ,at 25/- the pair. 

KENYA K.G. VI, 5c~10/- (11 stamps) 
used, at 16/6 set. 

N. RHOD.ESIA K.G. VI, S.G. 25-32, in­
cluding obsolete Hd. and 2d., ~d.-1/-, 
used, at 3/9 set. 

NYASALAND K.G. V 1934-5, complete 
mint set, S.G. 114-122, M.-1/-, cat 
2.4/2, at 16/9. 

NYASALAND K.G. VI, S.G. 130-8 (9 
stamps), M.-1/-, used, at 4/9 set. 

SIERRA LEONE K.G. VI, current 
½d.--1/-, used, at 4/3 set. 

SOUTH AFRICA S.G. 49, 2/6 used 
joined pair, at 2/6. ! 

64, 5/- used j.oined pair, at 7 /6. 
64.a, 10/- used joined pair, at 15/-. 

S. RHODESIA K.G. VI, S.G. 40-52, 
½d.-5/-, complete used set, at 17/9. 
1940 Golden Jubilee, complete set, 
mint at 4/6; used at 5/6. 

S.W.A. 1931 S.G. 74-84, ½d.-10/-, 
superb used joined pairs, at 55/- set. 

FREE FRENCH SPECIAL OFFERS: 
AMBULANCE LACQUINTINI,E, mint 

set, London price, £10, our price 75/-. 
RESISTANICE-LIBERATION, complete 

mint sets total 24 stamps, at £13/10. 
25 EQUATORIAL AFRICA, mixed 

values·, mint and used, at 25/ -. 
15 CAMEROONS, mixed values, mint 

and used, at 22/6. 
14 INDIAN SETTLEMENTS, complete 

mint definite set, at 19/6. 

NEW ZEALAND OFFERS 
.S.G. 540, 2/- used at 2/6; 1941 S.G. multiple (i.1e., new wmk.) All mint: 

624/5 mint provisionals at 10d. the pair; F180 at 3/9; F203 at 5/3; F181 at 
1940 S.G. 618, 7d. scarce c,entenary 6/-; F182, at 7/6; F204 at 8/3; F183 at 
value, mint or used, at 15/6. 1944 New 9/-; F184 at 10/6; F186 at 12/.; F188 
Issues as S.G. Nos. quoted only wmk. .at 15/-. 

MANCHURIA-Temporary Japanese Occupation-Complete mint sets : 

1940, 2nd Visit of Emperor Kangt,eh 1940, 2,600th Anniversary of Found-
to J,apan, S.G. 114-5, at 2/-. \ ing of Japan, S.G. 122-3, at 3/6. 

1940, 1st National Census, S.G. 118-9, 1941, National Conscription, S.G. 122-
at 3/-. 3, at 3/6. ! 

OR th.e Four 8ets ,at 10/6. 

SOVIET RUSSIA : 
Special 200th Anniversary Behring 

Straits, set of 4 d'iff erent, at 4/6. 
25th Anniversary of .the Revolution, 

set of 8 different, at 6/6. 
5 Assorted sets of latest War Issues, 

16 different stamps, at 12/6. 

All offers are subject to being unsold and alteration without notice. 

1,000 EDINA STAMP HINGES in packet at 1/8 including po:c;tage. 

Please Include Postage, RegiBtration and Exchange on Cheques. 

Special Offers in British Africans, Colonials, Silver Jubilees, and Coronatien Sets. 

Please send in your Want-List of your requirements, stating Catalogue Nos. 

Approvals sent to Approved Clients. References Essential. 

Wanted to buy : Collections and Accumulations of Stamps. We pay highest prices 
per return post. 

JACK'S RADIO BAZAAR 
64-66 MAIN ROAD, MOWBRAY, CAPE. 
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CJhe First ~d. Rotogravure Coil Stamps' of fhe 
Union of South Africa 

By A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A., C.A. (S.A.). 

(Continued from page 75 of July issue) 

The Master Negative was placed in a step 
and repeat camera, and actinic light was 
passed through the Master Negative 4-set on 
to a specific area on the surface of a large 
sensitised diapositive plate by exposure of 
the said area. The diapositive plate thus 
received four images, namely, Al, El, E2 
and A2 in two horizontal rows of two each. 
This procedure was repeated 59 times until 
the diapositive plate received 240 images in 
20 horizontal rows of 12 each, made up of 60 
sub-types Al, 60 sub-types, El, 60 sub­
types E2, and 60 sub-types A2, in al­
ternate positions throughout. The 240-
set diapositive plate was then printed 
in contact with a sheet of carbon tissue sen­
sitised to light after immersion in potassium 
bichromate and on which a screen had pre­
viously been printed. The printed carbon tis­
sue was then "squeegeed" or transferred on 
to the copper cylinder in a developing trough 
which contained warm water. The warm 
water loosened the paper backing of the tis-· 
sue and left the carbon resist with its gela­
tine binding on to the cylinder. The cylinder 
at this stage contained 240 images, namely, 
horizontal rows Nos. 1 to 20, each of 12 
units. Subsequently two additional horizontal 
rows of 12 each were transferred on to the 
cylinder from a 24-set ,.strip of carbon tis.9ue, 
namely, rows 21 and 22, and thus received 
264 images all told, made up of 66 of each of 
the sub-types Al, El, E2 and A2, but with 
sub-types E2 and A2 in juxtapositions ~nent 
horizontal rows 20 and 21. When the· cylmder 
was cooled off and dried, all exposed parts 

.._ (A) FRAME DIAPOSITIVE. 
4/10 Spot right scroll. 
5/8 Flaw, left corner. 

12/7 Line through left scroll. 
(B) VIGNETTE DIAPOSITIVE. 

4/2 Spot left of nose. 
4/3 Spot right of right ear. 
4/4 Spot below left ear. 
7 /2 Spot between right horn and ear. 
7 /4 Spot right of left horn. 
6/6 Spot right of left horn. 
5/11 Spot right ofleft horn. 
C) FRAME CYLINDER. 
1/2 Horizontal line in margin above FR. 
2/2 Missing horizontal line top left corner. 
2/4 White patch, top right corner. 
3/1 White patch bottom right corner and 

under 0. 
4/1 White patch, top left squared 

ornament. 
5 / 4 Line touching bottom bar. 

were painted out with acid-resisting varnish, 
the Pfrforation gutters included, and the 
cylinder was then etched intaglio. Thus it will 
be noted that as a consequence of an error 
made in transferring two additional rows of 
frame images that the well-known "SUID­
SUID" and "SOUTH-SOUTH" varieties came 

- into being. The vignette cylinder was pre­
pared in · similar manner to that described 
afore for the frame cylinder. 

The images on the 24-set carbon tissue sheet 
utilised for transference of horizontal rows 
Nos. 21 and 22 on to the copper frame 
cylinder was printed from the diapositive 
horizontal rows Nos. 16 and 17. For example, 
the following diapositive blemishes appear on: 

Row 17 No. 1 and Row 22 No. 1 small 
green spot in vertical lines above squared 
ornament in top left-hand corner; 

Row 17 No. 10 and Row 22 No. 10. Tiny 
white spot in green line under second "E" 
of "Revenue"; 

Row 17 No. 12 and Row 22 No. 12. Tiny 
white spot under "V" of "Revenue." 
Also the images on the 24-set carbon tissue 

sheet used for transference of horizontal 
rows. Nos. 21 and 22 on to the copper vig­
nette cylinder was printed from the diaposi­
tive horizontal rows Nos. 16 and 17. For 
example the diapositive blemishes appear on: 

Row 17 No. 1 and Row 22 No. 1. Tiny 
black spot between horns. 

R.ow 17 No. 3 and Row 22 No. 3. Larger 
black spot between horns. 
The reconstruction sheet, 264-set, shows the 

following characteristics: 

15/2 
19/3 

11/8 
12/9 
17/3 
17/1 
16/5 

3/10 
12/12 

11/2 
12/4 
13/3 
14/1 
17/1 
19/5 
20/8 
20/9 

Spot in margin, bottom right corner. 
Spot under right bar. 

Spot near top of right horn. 
Flaw left of left eye. 
Spot between horns. 
Tiny spot between horns. 
Spot i!1 lines of shading right of head, 
Spot right of left eye. (midway. 
Spot right of blaize. 

Line below O of South. 
Line in margin below first S of Posseel. 
Green line buck's forehead. 
White vertical line below right bar. 
Top of value tablet broken. 
Indentation top left bar. 
Spot in first A of Afrika. 
Two green spots in right margin. 
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6/6 White patch left of tablet. 
6/9 Black patch above first E of Revenue. 

10/1 Spot right of right ear. 
(D) VIGNETTE CYLINDER. 

1/3 Black vertical line top of top right 
corner. 

1/10 Vertical black line under buck's 
mouth. 

1/11 Stroke right of right ear. 
1/12 Spots between horns and right of right 

ear. 
2/10 Spot right of right ear 
2/12 Spot close to second A of Afrika. 
3/2 Two spots left of nose. 
7 /1 Large spot above D of Suid. 

The additional horizontal rows Nos. 21 and 
22 are vertically out of a,lignment in relation 
to the horizontal rows Nos. 1 to 20, and the 
horizontal perforation gutters between hori­
zontal rows Nos. 20 and 2~, and Nos. 22 and 

(Continued from page 96) 

CAPE TOWN PHILAT:E:LIC 1SOCIETY 

President, \V. D. Vallance; Hon. SecretaJ·y, S. 
Kaganson, P.O. Box 1973, Cape Town; Meetings, 2nd 
and 4th '1'11.mrsdays of the month at Yorkshire 
Buildings, Strand Street, at 7.30 p.m. 

June 22nd.-Despite the cold weather, over 40 mem­
bers and visitors were present at this meeting to view 
the very .fine exhibit of the "Gilbert and Ellice 
Islands" by Mr. C. Gelherg. 

One may wonder how an evening's display could be 
made of the few stamps of this Colony, and this was 
really an eye-opener as to ,vhat can be done. 

A few pages neatly written up gave the geography 
and postal history of the islands and then followed 
a fine item in a first daY1 cover of the first provisional 
stamp (overprinted on the Fiji Islands) in 1911. 

The complete stamp issue of the Colony in mint 
condition and the same again in used condition mostly 
on piece was then shown, outstanding being the £1 
issue of 1924. 

The Coronation issue was particularly interesting in 
that it showed the cancellations of the various islands, 
Ocean Island, Tirawa, etc. 

Mr. 'Gelherg, on being called upon to speak on the 
stamps, stated that although the collection was his, 
he had not been responsible for collecting it, and 
called on Mr. Mummery, formerly of Pretoria, who 
had made the collection, to speak for himself. 

Mr. Mummery referred to the aim of all collectors­
completion-and in this small stamp issuing country, 
it was possible to attain that aim as there were no 
varieties calling for a big outlay. His most difficuQt 
job had be€n in getting the used copies on piece, but 

20/12 
21/6 

7/6 
10/5 
11/8 
16/5 
17/3 
17/9 
21/9 

21/10 
22/12 

:Flaw above second A of Afrika. 
Flaw in top bar above first A of Afeika. 

Spot below buck's mouth. 
Spot left of nose. 
Black spot in T of Postage. 
Spot right of top of right ear. 
Curved line on back. 
Thin line through left ear and horn. 
Spot left of buck's nose. 
White in lines of shading. 
RETOUCHED Lines of shading. 
Thin line curved contiguous to buck's 
nose. 

1, are wider than those between the other 
rows. 

Thus it will be noted that three types of 
flaws are to be found on these stamps, 
namely, Master Negative ones, Dia positive 
ones, and Cylinder ones. 

thanks to a personal contact on one of the islands 
this had been accomplished. 

The usual auction took place, including some items 
for Red Cross funds. 

July 133th.-The weather was anything but kind 
when Mr. K. Alexander displayed a portion of his 
"charities," but no less than 40 members and visitors 
braved the elements to witness this fine exhibit. 
. It !s alm~st impossible to single out any special 
item 11:1 a display of . these attractive stamps, beauty 
of design and colourmg being prevalent throughout 
them all, and as the exhibitor explained in his little 
chat on the stamps, many are the beautiful stories 
attached to some of the issues. 

Mr. AOexander can always be relied upon for a 
little diversion, and this time we alsQ had the pleasure 
of seeing a small exhibit of his many medals and 
tokens, and these created ,quite a lot of interest to 
all. 

During the business portion of the meeting, Mr.' 
V all.ance welcomed six new members to the Society 
and the meeti~g concluded with the usual auction. ' 
··-I-· . I B.L.C. 

+ 
NETHERLANDS 

Following the example, of other exiled 
Governments, that of the Nether lands is re­
ported as being about to issue a seriies of 
nine stamps ( H to 30 cents) for use on 
ships of the Navy and Mercantile Marine 
now based in Britain, and ultimately for use 
in Holland itself when liberated. 

G)11111111111111111111,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111t1111111111111,1111,,,,r:;J 

Collectors of REAtLY FIN:E BRITISH COLONIAtS 
should get into touch with me AT ONCE 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 

AF'RICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
cm approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England 
3,,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,111111111~11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111_1111111111111111111111111111111110 
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ANTIGUA : to ls., 5s. ; complete • . . . 
AUSTRALIA Forces : complete . . . . . . 
BAHAMAS : 1938 2s., 3s. 6d. ; 3s. . . 

1938, £1. 50s, ; 1943. £1 . . . . . • 
BERMUDA: 2s., Mottled Paper, (Short Issue) 

Rare ..•............... 
1938, 2s. 6d., 10s. ; 1943. 2s. 6d. 
Curirent 2s. 6d., 4s. ; 10s. . . . . 
12s. 6d., 22s. 6d. ; £1 • . . . . . . : .. 

BARBADOS: ½d. gr., P.14. Rare, Cat. 10s. 
td. 5s., Complete all perfs. • . • • 
1939 Cent. ½d., ld., l½d, 

BURMA : 1938, 3½as. . . . . . . . . . . 
BURMA SERVICE : Complete . . . . 
B:R. GUIANA: $1 . . . . . . . . . . . . 
BR. HONDURAS : lc.--1$ • • • . . . . . 

$2. 20s. ; $5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
BR. SOLOMON IS. : 1938, Complete to 5s. 

4½d., Obs .......•...•. 
CAYMAN IS.: 1938, Complete .. 

1938 10s., 40s. ; 1943 10s. • . 
CEYLON : Rs. 2. 2s. 6d, ; Rs. 5 .. 
CYPRUS : 45p., 8s. 6d. ; 90p., 18s. ; £1 
DOMINICA: to ls., 5s. : Complete .. 
EGYPT: 1944, 10m. New King Fuad 

50p. current, . 3s. 6d. ; £1 .. 
FALKLAND IS.: Complete 15V. 
FIJI : 1942 complete 13V . . . . 
GIBRALTAR: £1 . . . . . . . .•.. 
GRENADA: 1941. 2s ...•..... 

1938, 5s. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1943. 10s. toned paper . . . . 
Current 10s., P.14 . . . . . . . . . . 

HONG KONG: Cent. 15c., 2s. 6d. ; $1 •. 
INDIA : la., Tete-Beche . . . . . . • . • • Pair 
.T Al\IAICA : 2s., 2s. 3d. : 5s. . . . . . . . . . . 
LEEWARD IS. :· 1938 10s., 17s. ud. ; 1942 £1 
MALTA: 1943 ~d.-10s ............ . 
MAURITIUS : 1938 complete 70s. ; l943 com-

17/(i 
6/0 
5/G 

35/0 

8/0 
10/0 
17/6 
35/0 
3/0 

20/0 
2/6 

10/0 
170/0 

3/0 
20/0 
45/0 
70/0 
8/0 

60/0 
17/6 
3/fl 

35/0 
17/fl 
1/3 

19/0 
70/0 
35/0 
35/0 
10/0 
9/0 

30/0 
30/0 
10/0 
3/0 
8/0 

40/0 
43/0 

plete . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56/0 
NEWFOUNDLAND: 7c. Air Obs. ls. 0d.; 30c. 3/11 
SIERRAi LEONE: 10s., 17s. 6d. ; £1 . . . . 35/0 
SEYCHELLES : Current complete . . . . . . 40/0 
ST. KITTS: Current complete . . . . 20/0 
ST. HELENA: Current complete . . . . 37 /6 
S'r. LUCIA: Current complete . . . . 37/6 
ST. VINCENT: to ls., 5s.; Complete 54/0 
TRINIDAD: Complete (ine. old cols.) 30/0 
VIRGIN IS. : to· ls., 5s. ; Complete • . 17 /6 

INVESTMENT OFFERS, MINT SHEETS: 
GAMBIA: l½d. Obs. 60 copies . . . . . . . . 15/0 
GIBRALTAR: 2d. Wmk. sideways, u0, (in 

issue about three months) . . . . . . . . . . 20/0 
NEWFOUNDLAND: 1938, 7c. Queen Mary P. 

13½. Obs. 100 copies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . u0/0 
NEWFOUNDLAND: Set r. 13½ tic. to 48<'.., 

10v. Obs. Set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20/0 

POS'L'AGE AND INHURAN< 'I-: !"i % J◄JX'J'HA 
Mint K.G.VI cu1·rent .short, o;· r·omplete sets 
can be s1ipp lied at 15 % u,; er J ace inclu diny 

all costs. 

URGENTLY WANTED: 
Stamps of South Africa and Afric:rn Colonies, used, 

all issues; also collectionB! up to £5,000 required. 

Send offers immediately, stating prices required to 
save time. (Please nse Air Mail Service). 

Cash sent by AIRGRAPH Il\Il\HJDIATELY GOODS 
ARE RECEIVED. Amounts over £50 sent by cable 

at my expense. 

Befor~ sending stamps please send offer,:, as all 
stamps must be imported under special permits. 

L. A. GURNEY, 
Gloucester House, 19, Charing Cross Road, 

LONDON, W.C.2. 

"Covers the World" 

-• BRITISH 
EMPIRE 

BECHUANALAND S.G. 53. 
broken P ... £7 0 0 
Regent No. 89 10 0 

BR. SOMALILAND 1938 £8 0 0 
tGREAT BRITAIN p.a. £1 £1 10 0 

tS.G. 177a £10 10 0 
JUBILEE compl. £35 0 0 

t NATAL S.G. 171 vertical pair 
pmk 17 July, 1911 ... £25 0 0 

t NATAL S.G. 5. Full margins, 
finely embossed ... £25 0 0 

NIGERIA £1 G.V. used £5 0 0 
RHODESIA S.G. 12 £10 0 0 
RHODESIA 166a £6 0 0 
S.W.A. tl3 hor. pr. £8 0 0 

t26 block £7 JO 0 
t27 vert. pr. £17 10 0 

2 "Afrika" over 
·'South-West" block £40 0 0 

tSOUTH AFRICA 
26.10.18 p.c. ·'Make Your 
Sixpence Fly" Blue Wing on 
Red Cross £4 10 0 
1925 Air mint ... £1 15 9 

used £2 0 0 
cover £2 5 0 

tS.G. 107 Block £15 0 0 
tindicates used, otherwise mint. 

Offers subject, to being unsold and subject to 
price changes. E. & O.E. Postage Extra. 

WE WANT TO BUY-
OLD AND MODERN COLLECTIONS, 
SINGLE RARITIES AND ERRORS, 
DUPLICATES & OFFICE MIXTURES. 

Cash on acceptance of Offer. 

Bankers: 
Barclays. 

E. M. LACY 
Telegrams: Globephil. 
Telephone: 2-4657. 

( Globe Postage Stamp Company) 
117, Longmarket Street, Capetown. 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

August, .1944. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 95 

FRE·E FRENCH 
AND OTHER OFFERS. 

EQUATORIAL AFRICA. 

(For Reference Numbers vide my Check List) 

10 o/ptd in Capitals, lc-35c cpl. (Nos. 
1-10) price ... ... .,. ... . .. 42/6 

9 do. do. without the 4c (No.4) 7 /6 
9 o/p small type, lc-35c cpl. (Nos. 

11-19) ... 21/-
8 do. wider spacing, lc-25c (Nos. 

20-27) ... 45/-
1 ~LIBRE o/p on 4c, in black (No. 29) 25/-

17 do. on Head types, in black 30c-
frs. 2.50 55/-

to do. in red, 45c-frs 20... 50/-
2 surcharges (Nos, 45 and 51) ... 2/6 

• 5 Airmail overprints, frs. 2.50-50 30/-
4 De Gaulle Commemoratives (Nos. 

77 /80) . .. ... 50/-
4 do. on postcards, as issued 55/-
1 Brazza Monument Fund (No. 81) 3/6 

14 "Phoenix" type, 5c-20 frs. cpl 
(Nos. 82-95j 10/6 

4 Airmail, 50c-10 frs. (Nos. 96-99) ... 5/6 

Special Offer : The above collection of 
85, all different, for only £8 l0s. nett. 
Othe.r values not quoted are in stock. 

Varieties of the first issue A.E.F. (Nos. 
1-10) : 

Small first "A" set of 9 values 15/­
Bar between "E/F", set of 6 values 12/6 
Hyphen between "E-F",set of 7 values 15/­
"IQUE" and "CAISE" underlined, 

set of 9 values ... 15/-
lOc (No. 6) "Native with bangle" pair 

w/Normal ... ... ... ... ... 7 /6 
10c (No. 6) error "L BRE" (I omitted) 

in pair... . .. ... . .. ... . . . 25/-
25c (No. 9) do. do. do. 25/-

FREE FRENCH INDIA. 

Cross of Lorraine o/pt, 15 values, mint 7 /6 
· do. do. raised full stop after 

LIBRE, 6 vals.... 9/6 
do. do. LIBRE tilted upwards, 

5 values ... ... ... ... ... 10/6 
Free ,J ugoslavia 1944, portraits, 6 vals. 

cpl. mint 5/-
Free Poland 1942, 8 vals. cpl. wint ... 9/6 

do. 1944, do. do. 6/6 

All offers, postfree, nett c.w.o. 

A. LICHTE,NSTEIN • P.O. Box 576, 
BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. • 

COLLECTORS' WANTS 
AND OFFERS 

(1Twopence per word per insertion 
with minimum of 2/- per ins-ertion) 

Wanted: 2 or 3, F.G. Warwick albums, 
with or without interleaving, best 
prices paid. Urgent. 

S. Kaganson, 440 Albert Road, Salt 
River, C.P. 

Collections Wanted to Buy.-Old and 
Modern Collections, Single Rarities 
and Errors, Duplicates and Office 
Mixtures. 
Prompt cash on acceptance of offer: 

E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.), 
117 Longmarket Street, Cape Town. 

Mr. E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom, 
offers Blocks of South African Col­
onies and Union, also full range of 
Entires. 

Tralnsvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarities wanted by 

A. E. Basden, Box 238, Pretoria. 

Basutoland: Wanted covers, or stamps 
postmarked in Basutoland before 
1910. 

Harding, Box 108, Ladybrand. 

All South African Stamps wanted, 
Whol,esale quantities. 

S. Curtis & Co., Ashhurst, New 
Zealand. 

Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used 
copies wanted. Particularly Edward 
and George. High prices willingly 
paid. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes­
burg. 

For S-e1rvice, promptness and satisfac­
tion. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 
Phone 54-1692. 

Wanted': Transvaal, Natal, Cape, O.F.S., 
Bechuanaland, Gambia, St. Helena, 
Egypt, France. Pick,ed copies, rari­
ties and varieti,es, also 9,000 items 
for world collection up to 1933 issues. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg . 

O.F.S. 
Specialists in this country should see an 

article on the "ld." on 5s. of 1881 by H. R. 
Holmes in the "Philatelic Journal of -Great 
Britain," April-June nu1;1ber'. It dea_ls with 
the four types as found m the three d1ff erent 
settings. 
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1··----------, 
SOCIETY N1EWS ! L _____________________ , 

1EAST LONDON PHILATELIC socrnTY 
Presiden,t, Mr. A. Watson; Hon. Secretary, Mr. 

S. F. l!-.owler, P.O. Box 168. Meetvngs, Colosseum 
Building, 2nd Fridays, 7.45 p.m. 

At the July meeting there were 18 members present 
and seven visitors. One new member was elected. 

Various new issues reoe-ived by the secretary during 
the month and other items of 1)hi!atelic interest were 
passed round for inspection. 

On the recommendation of the committee, it was 
resolved to hold auction sales after the displays, at aill 
meetings, provided that suitable material was forth­
coming from the members. 

At the conclusion of the business, Mr. Makin ex­
hibited his very fine collection of the first printings 
of the King George VI issues for the various Colonies, 
etc. These made an exceedingly interesting and pic­
turesque show, owing to the rich colouring. All the 
specimens were mint and, in addition to the £1 values, 
the collection included all the scarce and elusive 
varieties of these issues, while the mounting and ar­
rangem,ent was consistently good throughout. 

The tea interval followed, after which Mr. C. H. 
Thornton gave a short talk on the Ionian Islands, 
accompanying it with a few sheets showing the three 
values mint, several pre-stamp covers used in the 
Islands, and a page of Greek stamps beari,ng various 
Ionian postmarks. 

Following this, after mentioning that he had been 
influenced by the fact that it was French Bastille 
Day, the same member taMed his very fine collection 
of France and Colonies early and middle issues, the 
display commencing with a wealth of colour trials 
and proofs, which are seldom seen. The collection in­
cludes many fine ~opies of the early issues, among 
them being the scarce 1 Franc of both the Republic 
and the Empire. Also to be noted were the ,fine tete­
beche pairs and strips, several on the originaJl covers ; 
the 40c. with the wide figure "4"; balloon post covers 
used from Paris during the siege of 1870; a fine copy 
of the rare 4c. grey Fr,ench Colonies (G.21) and many 

' other scarce varieties too nu•merous to mention. 
T.A.H. 

+ 
PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, Mr. Ferguson; Hon. Secretary, H. A. 
Wager, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mon­
days, 8 p.m., Technical College. 

July 3.-Mr. Ferguson in the chair. Mr. Hawke 
read an extract on Antarctica. 

Short Papers: Dr. Broughton described and showed 
some unusual specimentstamps, the overprint being on 
stamps sent out by the Postal Convention, but of which 
the subsequent issue was either withdrawn or de­
stroyed. Mr. Beyers gave a historical review of the 
struggle betw,een the Turks and Bulgarians for the 
Skipta Pass, scenes of which are depicted on the 1934 
issue of -Bulgaria. Mr. Konya gave a short talk on 
some of his experiences during his stay in China and 
read some cuttings from Chinese papers, most of 
which were very amusing. Mr. de Boom related a 
personal incident regarding a sale of stamps whiile on 
a visit to Holland in 1904. One dealer offered him 
a certain sum for some stamps, which he eventually 
accepted, only to find that within about 24 hours the 
same stamps were resold for about five times the 
amount. 

July 17.-Jdr. Ferguson in the chair. 
Mr. Oppenheim gave an interesting talk on French 

stamps as exemplified by his own collection. Starting 
at 1917, he described many issues in detai.J. He pointed 
out that France was the first country to issue com­
memorative stamps and had kept up the good work 
in great profusion. The most important incidents in 
French history had been depicted as well as portraits 

of her great men. He gave advice on some of the 
items that were becoming scarce and therefore worth 
while looking out for. He thought that there would 
be a gr.eat demand for French stamps after the war. 
Mr. Oppenheim was thanked for his talk, the speakers 
being Messrs. Rudd, Hawke and Beyers. 

H.A.W. 

+ 
THE PHILATELIC SOCIEiTY OF JOHANNEiSBURG 

Presiden.t, F. J. H. Lang; Hon. Secretary, L. 
Buchen, P.O. Box 4967. Johannesburg; Meetings, 2nd 
and 4th Tuesdays. Public Library, Johannesburg, 
7.45 p.m. 

There was a fair attendance at our July 11th: meet­
ing, when Mr. F. J. H. Lang was in the chair. 

In the absence of our hon. .auctioneer (who, we 
are glad to hear, is rapidly recovering), Mr. L. 
Buche:n. conducted the auction of new issues and me'm­
bers' contributions, and as a result of his efforts 
£3 10s. was realised for our war fund. 

Notes of the month were read by Mr. F. E. Ingham, 
which brought to our attention the fact that quanti­
ties of forgeries are being printed in Germany, and 
that in recent London auctions prices as high as, and 
even higher than · catalogue figures, were being 
realised. 

The exhibit of the evening comprised the charity 
and commemorativ,e issues of Belgium, tabled by Mr. 
L. Buchen. In commenting on this exhibit, Mr. Glad­
stone pointed out that the exhibit included all of the 
charity and commemorative issues of Belgium from 
about 1910 onwards, and further, that all sets but one 
were complete. Mr. Buchen pointed out that his ex­
hibit was still incomplete in that he had not yet 
had time to write it up, When he has done this, 
therefore, it will represent a really attractive com­
memorative exhibit, as the stamps themselves are fine 
examples of modern engraving and printing processes 
and are very artistic in design. This particular ex­
hibit is mounted up on loose sheets which are housed 
in specially made boxes, instead of album covers, 
which goes to prove that, notwithstanding the present 
shortage of albums and suitable album leaves, we can 
still make up attractiv,e col1lections. 

Our president expressed the hope that our first ex­
change evening, to be held on July 25th and at sub­
sequent fourth Tuesdays of every month, will prove 
a success. Certainly, if all members who have in­
teresting questions or ideas in relation to our hobby 
or stamps for exchange and conversely want-lists, will 
bring them to these meetings, they should prove 
highly interesting all round. 

This fourth Tuesday meeting will start at 8 p.m. 
and will include no regular business, so that maxi­
mum time can be devoted to the study of our hobby 
and the pursuit of interesting items or information. 

H.E.B. 

+ 
NY A.SALAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, Mr. C. Stevens; Hon. Secretary, Mr. 
Ans.on; Meetings, 2nd or 3rd Mondays, Tobacco 
A\uction Rooms, Limbe, 5 p.m. 

May 8th.-The amended constitution and rules, hav­
ing been circulated to members, were adopted. 

Approval books belonging to members were circu­
lated. 

Mr. Milne exhibited a specimen (not in quite perfect 
condition unfortunately) of the rarely seen Pacific 
Steam Navigation Comp.any stamp used as a provi­
sional in Peru (S.G. No. 2). Mr. Booth demonstrated 
the two sizes of the S. Rhodesian 2d. Matabeleland 
commemorative, this variation being common to all 
recent printings done in Pretoria. He also showed 
the K.G. V 1913-22 issue of Nyasaland in various 
shades for classification. 

June 12th.-After formal business various "notes of 
the month" were read by Mr. Millne dealing with 
minor varieties in recent Rhodesians, etc., and issues 
by emigre Governments in England. In connection 
with the latter item he 9howed covers with the 
second Polish issue. 

, Exchanges occupied the remainder of the meeting, 
c.s. 

(Concluded. on page 93) 
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A Question 
THAT ONLY 

CAN ANSWER 

There isn't ,enough train accommodation for every- , 

body, especially during holiday periods. That means 

that hundreds of men, women and children will have 

to spend their holiday at home this year. 

Some of them may need to get away, for health 

reasons. Some may deserve a ;Spell, after working all 

the year at high pressure on essential war work. If 

they fail to get accommodation, they can't go. 

Do you or your family need to le,ave home this winter? 

Do you believe, honestly, that you have been working 

so hard in the national interest that you must get 

away? Or, on thinking it ov,er, do you fee,l that you 

ought to give up your place jn the queue and so allow 

someone else, more genuinely entitled to it, to travel 

in your .stead ? 

SOUTH AFRICAN RAILWAYS 

iii. 

¼ Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central New11 Agency, 
~ Ltd., Johannesburg: Printed by Magazine Preas (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, Johannesburg 
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PUBLICATIONS 
By LOWE 

* THE REGENT CATALOGUE (ADHESIVE). 

VOLUME II is published every March and September, and includes all issues 
to date Price 3/ 3 Post Free. 

Throughout above volume the prices listed are as near as possible market 
prices: in addition Gibbons' and Scott's catalogue numbers are cross-referenced 
with Regent numbers for those collectors whose collections are based on these 
catalogues. 

The current edition of Volum e I I will bring you 

right up to date with the British Empire Market. 

~:~ THE HANDSTRUCK CATALOGUE (1661-1900). 

This is the only catalogue of Handstruck Postage Stamps of the British Empire, 
and li sts every known recorded marking with prices. All Provisional Hand­
struck Stamps issued prior to 1900 are listed, and those in use, in Great Britain 
from 1840 to 1858 are catalogued in detail. The historical <lata included is 
invaluable to the collector-as is the catalogue itself. Price 11 / - Post Free. 

which includes t1i,f"':Dec~ib·e1< 1942 Supplement. The latter can be obtainecl 
separately · ·· Price 1/ 6 plus 2d. postage. 

All enquiries to 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
50, PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.1. 

Abbey 4034. ., 
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Confident 
when 

Buying and Selling 
This very grateful tribu~ to the quality of the 

service provided by Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auctions 
is but one of the many hundreds of compliments that we 
receive each season. 

The success of Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auctions 
is the fruit of more than 50 years' consistent effort to 
provide a perfect service and complete satisfaction for 
Vendor and for Buyer. 

Every feature of every sale at Harmer's of Bond 
Street is handled by experts-men whose wide experience 
enables them to reveal those little extra points of a stamp 
that enable the distant Buyer to bid confidently and in 
complete security, and ensure for the Vendor a fair price 
for his stamps. 

That is why almost all the great collections are placed 
with Harmer's of Bond Street for dispersal-why more than 
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United 
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond 
Street Stamp Auctions-why Harmer's have a larger turn­
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer. 

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of 
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues. 
Our brochure "Selling Stamps at Auction" also is free to 
prospective Vendors. 

H. R. HARMER 
The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS. 
39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1, 

ENGLAND. 
Cables: "HARMER'S BOND STREET LONDON." 
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Recent .Printings: 
Following on the information given in our 

June number, hel'le are notes supplied by the 
Post Office authorities in respect of print­
ings of postage, stamps, etc., carried out 
during the quarter ended 18th July, 1944: 
(a) War Postage Stamps: 

id.-J ob No. 1776. Now completed with a 
total delivery, finished on 2.5.44, of 258,500 
sheets of 360. Cylinder 40 as before. 

ld.-Job No. 1777. Finished with a total 
delivery of 248,200 sheets of 360, last delivery 
on 13.6.44. Cylinder _6,922 as before. 

J,ob No. 52. On an order for 200,000- sheets 
of 360, 12,500 were delivered on 13.7.44. 
Cylinder 6,936 new. 

2d.-Job No. 6192/8646. On the order for 
1,200,000 sheets of 240, 364,000 sheets have 
been deliv1ered subsequent to 18.4.44. Cylin­
der 6,931 .as before. 

3d.-J ob No. 8762. 73,860 sheets of 360 
have been delivered on this .order; last de­
livery 6.6.44. Cylinder 7,014 as befor,e. 
(b) Roll Stamps: 

M.-Job No. 16. Order for 1,000 rolls x 
1,012 stamps. No intimation of any deliveries 
so far. 

ld.-J ob No. 6193. Order finished, final 
delivery 16.5.44. Total 1,080 rolls x 500 
stamps and 2,697 rolls x 1,000 stamps. 
Cylinder 16 as before. 

Job No. 10014. An order for 5,000 rolls x 
506 stamps. No intimation of any deliveries 
s.o far. 
(c) Official Stamps: 

ilid.-An order for 300- sheets x 240. Stamps 
supplied from P.M.G.'s stock and ov,erprinted 
on a flat-bed machine 'with "Offisieel-Official" 
from a new forme. 600 sheets x 120 delivered 
on 6.6.44. 
(d1

) Active Service Letter Cards: 
3d.-Job No. 3032. Completed by a final 

delivery on 9.5.44. Total delivery 5,316,000 
car-ds. Cylinder No. 59 as before. 

Job No. 14. "Air Mail Letter Cards." 
Another order for 5,000,000. Since 11.5.44, 
1,978,200 cards have been delivered. Cylinder 
No. 80 new. 
(.e) Pictorial Inland Postcards: 

ld.-J ob No. 3036. 2,190,992 cards have 
now heen delivered on this order which w.as 
for 2,000,000 and first delivery ~as made on 
7.12.43. Cylinders 86 and 87 as before. 
(f) South West Africa: 

(1) Job No. 30663. 2,000 sheets x 60 of ls. 
S.W.A. stamps supplied by P.M.G. from 
~tocks (1,000 sheeis x 120) and overprinted 
Revenue-Inkomste ' on a flat-bed machine 

from an ,old forme, 30.5.44. 
(_2) Job No. 31204. 1,000 sheets x 240 of 

Umon War Postage ls. stamps suppli1ed by 
P.M.G. from stocks and overprinted "S.W.A." 
on a flat-bed machine from an old forme 
11.7.44. ' 

Special points to be noted from this in­
formation: 

The ld. Bantam is now being printed from 
a new cylinder. 

Penny sheets now on sale have the mar­
ginal imprints in purple. Will specialists 
please see if these are from the new cylinder. 
. Roll stamps appear to be being ordered 
m rolls of 1,012 and 506 inst,ead of 1,000 and 
500, as formerly. 

The M. official over·print is fr.om a new 
forme. 

The "Active Service Letter Cards" are now 
called "Air Mail Letter Cards." Those with 
English stamps have serial numhe1·s · those 
with Afrikaans stamps have not. ' 
Dmban Cav:alcaide: 

The special Post Office at the Cavalcade 
held in Durban early in July raising money 
for the Governor-General's National War 
Fund had a double circle postmark with 
"Thanksgiving" above and "Cavalcade" be­
low. Thanks to "Gwen Reed" for a specimen; 
S.W.A. Bantam 1{-d. 

A statement has appeared in overseas press 
on the authoriti of "a Johannesburg cones­
pondent" that this stamp has been issued 
with a small ,overprint ( the size of that on 
the other stamps). 1This is quite wrong: it 
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has not. It will be noted that there is no 
record of it in the Government printings and 
the Director of Posts in S.W.A. has con­
firmed that there has been no such issue. 

Shades: The ld. rose Union is now on a 
creamy paper, not a pure white one. 

The 2d. has for .a couple of months or so 
been of .a quite pale mauve shade instead of 
the former fairly deep purple. 

The 1d. S.W.A. overprint is now appear­
ing on the rose shade stamps. 

Air Mail Developments 
The Minister of Posts and Tel,egraphs 

announces that Gteat Britain is inaugurating 
a civilian air-letter service to all countries 
participating in the Emphe air-mail scheme 
in Africa, Asia, Austtalia, New Ze~l~nd, th.e 
Fiji Islands: and the western Pacific terri­
tories, with effect from August 24. 

A flat postage rate of Gd. will be charged 
and the letters will be carried by air throuih­
out. The postage :rate from the United 
Kingdom for .airgraphs for civilian addre~s,ees 
will be reduced · from 8d. to 3d. simul­
taneously with the introduction of the new 
service. 

(Thanks to Francis J. Field, Ltd., of Sut­
ton Coldfield. for "first day" covers, which 
were delivered here on 6th September.--Ed.) 

The Union post office will introduce a 
similar service in the near future. Air-letter 
forms similar to the existing letter cards in 
use for the forces will he issued at a cost of 
6d. each, which will include postage. Civilian 
airgraphs will simultaneously be reduced 
from 8d. to 3d. 

The new service will be additional to the 
existing air-mail letter service at ls. 3d. per 
half oz. Full particulars will be published 
as soon as the necessary preliminaries ar:e 
completed. 

It is also announced that the airmail post­
age rates to all countries in the "\Vestern 
Hemisphere now served via West Africa have 
been reduced to 3s. 6d. per half ounce for 
letters and ls. '9d. each for postcards. 

An alternative to the United States, 
Canada and Newfoundland service, via Great 
Britain, is now also available at 2s. 6d. per 
half ounce for letters and ls. 3d. each for 
postcards. It is expected that the service via 
West Africa will he mo:re expeditious than 
that via the United Kingdom. 

Correspondence for these countries should 
be clearly inscribed on the covers "By Air 
Mail via West Africa," or "Via United King­
dom," as desired. 

Air mail correspondence for neutral coun­
tries in Europe may be posted now. The rates 
of postage are: Letters ls. 6d. per half ounce 
and postcards 9d. each. 

Use .of ''Official" Stamps: 
A oorrespondent has written stating that 

a postal official in a large centre has. refused 
to accept for registration private correspon­
dence franked with 110fficial" stamps. 

This is due to ignorance of regulations on 
the part of the postal official, as it has been 
clearly laid down that anyone may buy "Offi­
cial" stamps (although only at the head 
office in Pretoria) and use them on personal 
correspondence. 

V V V V 
REMOVING CHALK SURFACED AND 
FUGITIVE INK STAMPS FROM PAPER 

By PRESTON Bl<WAN. 
It is ,vell known that stamps printed in 

fugitive inks or on chalk surfaced paper are 
very easily ruined in removing them from 
covers or pieces of paper on which they have 
been stuck. 

I have experimented with various ways of 
removing them and can now recommend the 
follmving method as being both safe and easy. 
The method was demonstrated for me by Mr. 
Lyle at a meeting of the Philatelic Society ol 
Natal, and a brief account is given in the 
"Societv News" column of the J ulv issue of 
this rnigazine. ~ 

'l'o make the method clear I would like to 
state that the glass I supplied for tho demon­
stration was two panes of 21 oz., size 10 in. 
x 12 in., and the correc:t procedure as fol­
lows: -

(1) Lay one pane of glass fl.at on the table. 
(2) Cover glass with a lightly dampened 

piece of blotting paper. 
(3) Place stamp with its piece of adhering 

paper face up. 
(4) Lay second pane of glass on top. 
'l'he time taken to remove the stamp natur­

ally depends on the type of paper to which the 
stamp is stuck and also the dampness of the 
h]otting paper. A little experimenting is 
necessary at first for if the stamp is left too 
long one will find that the gum has worked its 
way around and on to the face of the stamp. 

As the moisture penetrates only from the 
back of the paper it is quite possible to remove 
a •Mint stamp (which has inadvertently become 
stuck) with about 75 per cent. of its gum still 
adhering to it and no damage or blemish done 
to it, but for ordinary collection purposes the 
gum can be moved ·with the usual damp piece 
of cotton wool. 

I have used this method for a considerable 
time and as was proved at the demonstration 
it is superior to any other generally known 
method. 

Incidentally, I have removed, dried and 
rough sorted 2,500 stamps in three evenings 
occupying a total of nine hours using six panes 
of glass, the :;tamps only requiring a few 
minutes to dry. 

The panes of glass, when not in use, shonl<l 
be stored with a couple of sheets of paper be­
tween them. If kept face to face touching 
each other a chemical action is liable to take 
place and the surface of the glass ruined for 
further use. 

GIANT S 1TAMP SALE IN BERMUDA 
What is believed will be the largest sale 

of stamps ever held is expect,ed to come off 
soon in Bermuda. It consists of stamps 
seized under the censorship there. Details 
awaited. · 
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"Covers the World" 

e RUSSIA 
1944StratosphereHeroes(2)... 6 9 

tl944 Militant Friendship (2)... 3 f:i 
tI944 Turgenev Anniversary (2) 3 

• BRITISH lEMPIRE 
BECHUANALAND S.G. 53. 

broken P £7 0 0 
Regent No. 89 IO 0 

BRITISH GUIANA CENT. £2 0 0 
BR. SOMALILAND 1938 £8 O 0 

tGREAT BRITAIN P.U.C. £1 ... £2 O 0 

JUBILEE compl. £35 0 0 
tNATAL S.G. 171 vertical pair 

pmk 17 July, 1911 ... £25 0 0 

tNATAL S.G. 5. Full margins, 
finely embossed . . . £25 0 0 

£5 0 0 NIGERIA £1 G.V. used 
RHODESIA S.G. 12 
RHODESIA 166a 

S.W.A. tl3 hor. pr. 
t26 block 
t27 vert. pr. 

2 "Afrika" over 
"South-West" block 

tSOUTH AFRICA 
26.10.18 p.c. ·•Make Your · 
Sixpence Fly,, Blue Wing on 
Red Cross 
1925 Air mint ... 

used 
cover 

£10 0 0 
£6 0 0 
£8 0 0 
£7 10 0 

£17 10 0 

£40 0 0 

£4 10 0 
£1 15 9 
£2 0 0 
£2 5 0 

t S.G. 107 Block ... £15 0 0 
Postage Extra. 

t Indicates used, otherwise mint. 
Offers subject to being unsold and subject to 

price changes. E. & O.E. 

WE WANT TO BUY-
OLD AND MODERN COLLECTIONS, 
SINGLE RARITIES AND ERRORS, 
DUPLICATES.(& OFFICE MIXTURES. 

Cash on acceptance of Offer. 

E. M. LACY 
Bankers: Telegrams: Glohephil. 

Barclays. Telephone: 2-4657. 

( Globe Postage Stamp Company) 
117, Longmarket Street, Capetown. 

COLLECTORS' WANTS 
AND OFFERS 

(1Twopence per word per insertion 
with minimum of 2/- pe~ ins,ertion) 

Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used 
copies wanted. Particularly Edward 
and George. High prices willingly 
paid. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes­
burg. 

Trainsvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarities wanted by 

A. E. Basden, Box 238, Pretoria. 
Collections Wanted to Buy.-Old and 

Modern Collections, Single Rarities 
and Errors, Duplicates and Office 
Mixtures. 
Prompt cash on acceptance of offer: 

E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.), 
117 Longmarket Street, Cape Town. 

Wanted: Transvaal, Natal, Cape, O.F.S., 
Bechuanaland, Gambia, St. Helena, 
Egypt, France. Pickied copies, rari­
ties and varieti.es, also 9,000 items 
for world collection up to 1933 issues. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 
For Service, promptness and satisfac­

tion. 
Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Phone 54-1692. 
Mr. E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom, 

offers Blocks of South African Col­
onies and Union, also full range of 
Entires. 

Basutoland: Wanted covers, or stamps 
postmarked in Basutoland before 
1910. 

Harding, Box 108, Ladybrand. 
N.Z. 1944 Health Set on cover for fifty 

assorted S.A. in good condition. 
S. Curtis & Co., Ashhurst, New Zea­

land. 
Stamps of Switzerland, all early issues 

wanted for cash, high prices paid for 
"Rayons" and Cantonals. 

Reply: 1Thiele, 455 West Street, Durhan. 
Wanted: Stamps of whole world from 

residents British Empire only. By 
catalogue or stamp for stamp. Does 
not send first. 

Mr. W. J. Mills, Flat One. lGO Sailors 
Bay Road, Northbridge, N.S.W., Aus­
tralia. 

Liberia: Wanted collection, sets or 
single stamps. 

Angus Bennett, Box 733, Cape Town. 
Wanted: Burma used 18, 21, Service 

10 to 27, Mint 17 to 33, Service 15 
to 27. 

Rivers, Box 46, Cape To'wn. 

90 
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• 
DE GAULLE ISSUES OF FREN(H 

EQUATO-RIAL A,FRICA 
By A. LICHTENSTEIN 

(Continued from pa,ge 88 of August issue) 

(V) Airmail types o/pt as (II) or (III): 
69 1.50fr. Aeroplane Bk. May, 1941 
70 2.50frs. do. Bk. October, 1940 
71 3.75frs. do. Bk. May, 1941 
72 4.50frs. do. Bk. October, 1940 
73 6.50frs. do. Bk. do. 
7 4 8.50frs. do. Bk. do. 
75 10.~/2.50frs. do. Bk. October, 1941 
76 50.-/10.75frs. do. R October, 1940 

Varietie\3: narrow, wide, or intermediate spacing between lines. 

3,700 
38,000 

3,800 
37,000 
35,000 
35,000 
10,000 
10~000 

• 

Thick or thin "f." Wider space between "e" and "F." I have also seen the 50.-frs. with 
o/p. in aniline ink. 

(VI) Commemorating Gen. de Gaulle's arrival at Brazzaville. O/pt. "LIBRE 24-10-40" in 
two lines, in black: 

77 80c. 
77a Error: "2" of 24 

Gentil 
omitted 

78 1.-fr. 
79 1.-fr. 
80 1.50fr. 

Note: I gravely doubt 
considerably less. 

Brazza (red) 
Gentil (green) 

Crampel 
the accurancy of these 

Bk. August, 1941 ? 40,000 ? 

Bk. do. 35.000 ? 
Bk. do. 35;000 ? 
Bk. do. 50,000 ? 
figures for Nos. 77-80. They are probably 

Varieties: numerous type varieties exist in the Date o/pt., corresponding with those found 
in the contemporary Cameroons overprints. This suggests that both were done by the 
same printers. 
Nos. 77 to 80 were only sold to the public already affixed to souvenir postcards, with 
a surcharge of 10.-frs. each, the proceeds going to Gen. De Gaulle's fighting funds. 

Since this check list was submitted for publication a note has appeared in Stamp Collect­
ing of May ·6 stating that it was officially announced from Brazzaville on 25.8.43 that 
the number of these stamps overprinted was as follows: 80c, 60,000; lfr. (both 
colours), 70,000; and lfr. 50, 70,000. And yet the issue of the normal unoverprinted 
80c has been officially stated to have been only 40,000. There is still some clearing up 
to be done here; neither arithmetic nor algebra will make these statements tally. 

(VII) .Brazza Monument Fund issue: 
81 1.-fr.+2.-fr brown and red October, 1941 ? 

(VIII) Definitive issue, October, 1941, "Phoenix rising from the flames": 
82 5c. olive-brown 83 10c. dark blue 
84 25c. emerald 85 30c. orange 
86 40c. greenish slate 87 80c. red-brown 
88 lfr. magenta 89 1.50fr. bright red 
90 2frs. grey 91 2.50frs. 'ultramarine 
92 4frs. dull violet 93 Gfrs. vellow-bistre 
94 lOfrs. sepia brown 95 20frs. · deep green 

(IX) Definitive Airmail issue, February, 1942, "Aeroplane": 
96 lfr. vermillion 97 1.50fr. scarlet 
98 5frs. brown-red 99 lOfrs. black 

100 25frs. ultramarine 101 50frs. dark green 
102 lO0frs. • plum 

(X) Red Cross issue, 1943. O/pt. "Afrique Combattante Francaise" in 3 lines, Ia-rge Red 
Cross, and surcharged value, all in red: 

103 
104 
105 

2.25 + 50frs. blue ( Liotard) 
10.+lO0frs. violet· & blue (Liotard) 

10.75+200frs. violet & green (airmail) 

Quantity 17,500 
do. 8;350 
do. 5,350 
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(XI) 1943 War Fund issue. O/pt. "Liberation" and surcharge in red. Quantities issued: 
10,000 sets: 

106 80c. + l0f;rs. on De Gaulle Commemorative No. 77 
107 1.50+l5frs. do. do. 80 
108 5c. + lOfrs. on Phoenix type No. 82 
109 l0c.+ lOfrs. do. 83 
110 25c.+10frs. do. 84 
lll 30c.+10frs. do. 85 
112 40c.+10frs. do. 86 
113 1 + lOfrs. do. 88 
114 2+ 20frs. do. 90 
115 2.50-t-25frs. do. 91 

Note: Nos. 106/107 and 116/117 without the surcharge had previously been issued only on 
the De Gaulle souvenir postcards. 

(XII) Second War Fund issue 1943, o/ptd. "Resistance" and surcharge in red. Quantities: 
10,000 sets: 

116 
117 

118 
120 
122 
124 
126 
128 

80c. + lOfrs. on De Gaulle 
1.50 + l5frs. do. 

On "Phoenix" 
5c.+10frs. 

25c. + lOfrs. 
40c.+ 10frs. 

2+20frs. 
4+40frs. 

lO+lOOfrs. 

Commemorative No. 77 
do. 80 

stamps Nos. 82 to 95: 
119 lOc. & lOfrs. 
121 30c. & lOfrs. 
123 1 & lOfrs. 
125 2.50 & 25frs. 
127 5 & 50frs. 
129 20 & 200frs. 

No doubt, several of my listings require correction, and any constructive criticism is wel­
comed. All kinds of rumours are being circulated, and exploited by unscrupulous spec­
ulators. It is therefore in the best interests of philately that anyone possessing facts 
(i.e. information of an official character) should come forward and make them available 
to the body philatelic, generally. 

WEEKLY ST AMP 
AUCTION SALES 
CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 

Postal bids accepted 

EVERY 
THURSDAY 

12.45 - 2 p.m. 

• 
Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

Philatelic Auctioneers 

Corner RISS! K & MARSHALL STREETS (Opp. Escom House) 

JOHANNE'SBURG 
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crhe Index Letters Used in fhe Date Stamps of 
fhe Cape Colony 

By A. A. JURGENS 

Reoently I have been engaged, along with 
Dr. Harvey Pirie, on .a study of Vryburg 
postmarks, g,enuine and faked. The point 
was raised by the latter whether or not "in­
dex letters" were indicative of usage of that 
date stamp by one particular individual. My 
answer w.as that "index letters" were time 
controls and that any one Post Office- clerk 
might use several index letters during his 
spell of duty, or, ,on the other hand, the 
same index letter might be in use over the 
duty period of more than one clerk. It de­
pended on how long a period the index letter 
represented at the office in question. 

Index letters were first introduced with 
the circular date stamp of 1864 (se,e !Type 

CAPE TOWN 

30, p. 62, in my "Handstruck Letter Stamps 
and Postmarks of the Cape of Good Hope.") 

Some furthe-r light has now been thrown 
upon the use of these index numbers by the 
unearthing of an official list showing the 
actual time they represented. 

I had previously come to the conclusion, 
in so far as the General Post Office, Cape 
Town, 'was concerned, .that the omission of 
this control or index letter was due to the 
negligence of the Post Office official, but 
this list now makes it clear that such is not 
the case and that where a blank occurs this 
was done for a specific purpose, ,as can be 
seen from the list given here: 

i PORT ELIZABETH KIMBERLEY 
-------------------1--------~--,----

Blank 
denotes 

A. 
B. 
C. 
D. 
E. 
F. 
G. 
H. 
I. 
K. 
L. 
M. 
N. 
0. 
P. 

6 a.m. to 6.30 a.m. 
6.30 a.m. to 7 .a.m. 
7 a.m. to 8 a.m. 
8 a-.m. to 10 a.m. 
10 a.m. to 10.45 a.m. 
10.45 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. 
11.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. 
12.30 p.m. to 1.15 p.m. 
1.15 p.m. to 2 p.m. 
2 p.m. to 2.30 p.m. 
2.30 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
3 p.m. .to 3.30 p.m. 
3.30 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
4 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. 
5.30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
6 p.m. close. 

I 

I 

Opening to 8 .a.m. 
8 a.m. to 9 a.m. 
9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
3 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
4 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
5 p.m . .to 5.30 p.m. 
5.30 p.m. close. 

6 a.m. to 7 a.m. 
7 a.m. to 7.30 a.m. 
7.30 a.m. to 7.45 a.m. 
7.45 a.m. to 8.15 a.m. 
8.15 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
10 a.m. to 10.30 a.m. 
10.30 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. 
11.30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
1 p.m. to 1.30 p.m. 
1.30 p.m. to 2A5 p.m. 
2.45 p.m. to 3.15 p.m. 
3.15 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
5 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. 
6.30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
8 p.m. close. _________ ____.:_ ______ _ 

The periods r.ange from half an hour to ( in the sma11€:r offices) five or six hours. 

This list, it will be noticed, mentions only stamps. In 1903-1904 index letters were 
thr-ee Post Offices, viz., Cape Town, Port again reverted .to, in certain types, for ex-
EJlizabeth and Kimberley, and it is dated ample see Fig. 163 of the above-mentioned 
1894. Although only these three offices are publication. In this case, either an index 
mentioned, it must not be concluded that letter or a numeral was used. 
other smaller offices had been ldt out owing 
to the small number of mails passing through I hav.e not as yet been able to ascertain 
daily. An example of this c-an be found in whether .the numerals 1, 2, 3, 4 and so on 
the case of Mowbray in 1894, which was . at represented the same time periods as did the 
that time only a small place compared w1.th index letters A, B, C, D and so on. 
Port Elizabeth, yet in 1894 the index letter Date stamps brought into use from 1900 
"L" has been found on the "Hope" seated onwards now began to show, in addition to 
type of stamps usesd at Mowbray, while at the time expressed as a.m. or p.m., a nume-
Port Elizabeth the list stops at ''H". ral either at the top or bottom of the design, 

These index letters were used in all types .and such numerals were intended as a check 
of date stamps up to about 1900, when we in case ,of error or .any other reason so that 
begin to find the time expressed as .a.m. or the name of the clerk on duty at the time 
p.m., but only on certain types of date could be traced. 
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MONTHLY 
PHILATELIC 

BULLETIN 
i,:::ach month 'I.'he Windsor Stamp Co. pub­

lish THE "WINDSOR MONTHLY PHILA­
TELIC BULLE'l'lN, an attractive 12 page 
illustrated list. 

Contents include many offers of interesting 
stamps, including sections for Empire and 
JJ'oreign; New Issues; Stamps for Investment; 
High values; Specimens; Accessories; Special 
offers and a .:\1onthly Outstanding Bargain. 

No, we are not telling you any more as we 
wish you to obtain and judge the lVI.P.B. for 
yourself, and, of course, as a subscriber have 
the exclusive offers each m:on:tll of stamps in 
short supply at reasonable prices. 

Subscription 2s. 6d. for one year's supply of 
12 issues, ,vllich please remit by British Postal 
Order. Specimen copy 3d. 

THE WM~DSOR STAMP COMPANY 
UCKF~LD SUSSEX ENGLAND 

NEW ZEALAND 
A "TENPENCE" provisional has been made 

by overprinting the l~d. Gent,ennial war 
stamp withdrawn from sale. It was due to 
be issued on May 1. 

Offers for September 
9. Holland 1944 War Issue H-

30c mint @ ..... . 

1. New Zealand 10d. on Bd. 
Centennial mint @ .. 

5. Tonga, 1943 Jubilee Complete 
mint @ ..........•... 

3. U.S.A. 1944 Transcontinental, 

12. 

13. 

Transatlantic and Telegraph 
Commemos, mint @ 

U.S.A. 1943 Overrun Nations 
cpl. mint @ ........... . 

U.S.A. 1943 Overrun Nations 
plus China, used @ .. 

U.S.A. 1940/41. Famous Amer­
icans, cpl. used @ 

STAMP ALBUMS: 

4/6 

1/3 

3/6 

1/6 

12/(_i 

8/G 

7/6 

Can off er useful substitutes-details on 
request 

A. LICHTEHSTEltJ 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F'.S. 

[i]n,111111.-11.11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,@ 

FREE FRENCH: Cameroons, Equatorial Africa, etc. 
Cameroun. set 31, normal provisional, 

2c to 2Fr .•••••......•••.. £32 10 0 
set 29, normal provisional, 2c to 5Fr £17 10 0 

Cameroun. Spitfires set 4 on cover . . 39 0 0 
Spitfires set 2 De Gaulle Lon: 3fi£ 
Stanrley Gibbons last list sold out . . -32 JO O 

Cameroun. Ouevres de Guerre, set 3 Lon 
10£ •................. (j 0 0 

Cameroun, Ambulance "la Quintainie" · 
2. Lon £10 ..••.......... 0 0 

Cameroun, Varieties closed 4. "Comma." 
Most other var. 

Free French Equatorial Africa, A col-
lection 82 varieties . . . . . . . . G0 O 0 
collection 37 varieties . . . . . . . . ~:17 10 0 

I1'ree French Equatorial Africa, 4c :Moyeu 
Congo, Black overprint . . . . . . . . 
4c Moyen Congo overprint Red . . . . 

Free French Equatorial Africa, 75c 
Loudon price £10 . . . . . . . . . . 

Free Jj'rench Equatorial Africa, :30c Blue 
Red 80/-, ditto Black overprint .. 

Free French Equatorial Africa, Double 
overprints, 4-0, 50=45 Double each l\I 
Double overprints, 55c 90/-, 60¾= 
70¾ and 75/50 each . . . . . . . . 

French Equatorial Africa, 4c Black Moyen 
Congo £5, 35c double 80/- Double 
overprints 35c double one inverted 
110/-, ditto 90c . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
10 Frs Double Black overprint, very 

0 
3 10 

(3 0 

2 10 

0 

4 10 

(3 10 

0 
0 

0 

0 

0 

{) 

0 

]1'r!~~hce Equatorial . Afi-ica:. Air . ·1.60 
22 

lO 
0 

100/-, 3.75 110/-
Free I1'rench Equatorial Africa, Visit Gen. 

de Gaulle 4 with date cards, used 
Visit Gen. de Gaulle used, :\lint 
London £10 ............. . 

La Resistance (14) Mint sets complete 

4 10 0 

8 10 0 

X 510 l!'rs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 10 0 
Liberation (10) Mint sets Charity X 

Frs 150 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 10 O 
All the above are quoted subject to sales. Prices are 
Net. Of the double and inverted overprints and other 
errors and varieties only a few left. in some cases 
singles only. Early application is recommended. 
These interesting and attractiYe stamps have gone up 
and are still rising. (See Stamp Collecting April 8) 
and can be recommended as an investment. Also 

stamps of all countries. 
""\-Vanted to buy Free French Africans, British ..-Uri­

cans, also Coins, Commemorative medals, etc. 
A. HAYNE. 87 Beach Road, MOUILLiiJ POIN'J', 

CAPE TOWN. Phone 4-386G. I!Jstablished Johanlles-
_____ ...:b...:u:.::rg, 1903. P.O. Box 2165. · 

NETHERLANDS 
The set foreshadowed in our last issue has 

been released by the Nether lands Govern­
ment in London. Four are designs illustra­
tiv,e of Holland's contribution to the Allied 
war effort, the other five have a portrait of 
Queen Wilhelmina flanked by the escutcheon 
of the House ,of Nass.au. 

E. BLUM 
P.O. BOX 1669 CAPE TOWN 

recommends his services to Dealers and Collectors 

alike lor Selling and Buying stamps from all 

countries. Price List now ready and can he sent 

to applicants free on demand. Collectfons and 

Accumulations bought for spot cash. Highest 

prices pa.id. Established in South Africa since 

1930. First class references. 
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BLUE MAFEKINGS ON LAID PAPER 
BATONNE 

Dr. K. Freund writes : 
"I have to thank Dr . .Mosely for the flatter­

ing comment and also for his constructive 
criticism of my article in the June number of 
this magazine dealing with the watermarked 
paper of the "Blue Mafekings." 

In reply, I would like to state at the out­
set: The examples mentioned by him for the 
types of paper in question are quite correct, 
but so is my definition of "laid paper batonne." 
In order to prove that both of us are right, 
let me define first the two types separately: 
~ "Laid" paper is paper which shows parallel 

lines close 'together, caused by the wire pattern 
of the rotating "clandy roll" of the paper 
machine during the manufacturing process. 

"Batonne" paper shows lines, some clistance 
opart, created by the extra insertion of special 
thin metal pieces or wires (B'rench "batons"). 
It makes no difference in this regard, in what 
thickness and in what direction (horizontal or 
vertical) these wires have been inserted. Once 
these extra "batons" have been inserted, the 
paper becomes "batonne." 

There are several variations and combina­
tions possible. There is, first of all, ''plain 
laid" paper showing just the narrow lines 
(caused by the dandy roll) and no other acldi­
tional lines (vertically or otherwise). 

Then there is a "laid" paper which is also 
"batonne," as it shows adclitional lines further 
apart (caused by inserted "batons" to create 
guide lines). The additional batonne lines may 
be either crossing the laid lines at right angles 
or parallel with the laid lines, in which case 
they will be more perceptible by being thicker, 
etc. 

The writing paper described by Dr. Mosely 
represents either the last mentioned type or 
is a so-called "wove" paper batonne, in any 
case it is correctly described briefly as 
''batonne.'' 

The specimen sheet in Sefi's "Introduction 
to Advanced Philately" is certainly "laid 
paper" according to the foregoing, although 
no stress has been laid that it is incidentally 
also in particular "batonne" (as mentioned, 
there is laid paper in existence without verti~ 
cally crossing lines). 

Now, turning to the paper of the blue Mafe­
kings, it is first of all "laid," because it shows 
the close parallel lines. (I would like to men­
tion here that, while these laid lines are in 
general horizontal, there was a first (trial) 
printing of the l<l. Bicycle blue in a smaller 
size showing the laid lines vertical). 

'fhe paper of the blue Mafekings is in addi­
tion "batonne," as it shows (vertically cros­
sing) lines Jttrther apart. 

By calling the paper of the blue 1Iafekino·s 
just "plain laid," as has hitherto been don~, 
many a collector would be at a loss what to 
make of the perceptible vertical line he sud­
denlJ: notices at the back of a Mafeking Blue. 
I thmk 11 was, therefore, justified in callina 
the paper distinctly "laid paper batonne." 

0 

SALE OR EXCHANGE OF STAMPS 
We have been asked to repeat what the 

regulations are governing the sale or ex­
change of stamps between the Union and 
other _Qountries. Briefly, they ar,e as follows: 

So far as the Union is conc,erned, this is 
freely permitted with .any country in the 
British .Empire sterling area (i.e., Canada 
excepted). It is necessary, however, to know 
what are the r,egulations of the other coun­
tries-these may or may not permit freedom 
of sale or exchange. 

With countries outside the British sterling 
area all transactions have to be on a cash 
ba~is with the necessary financial forms ( ob­
tamable from banks) filled in. Even this 
formality does not guarantee delivery-cen­
sors may still hold up, if they think there 
is any reason for so doing. 
. Some exceptions have been allowed, e.g., 
m the case of persons who were known to 
have been ,exchanging in pre-war times but 
these cannot be relied upon. ~ 

A NEW PERFORATION GAUGE 
tThe "Instanta" perforation gauge, invented 

by Mr. C: P. Rang, is being m3:rketed by 
Stanley Gibbons Ltd., price 3s. 6d. (postage 
to South Africa 4½d.). This is a transparent 
rectanguular piece of c,elluloid, but instead 
of .the familiar r.ows of dots, it has a series 
of conveying lines running from bottom to 
top and crossed at intervals by horizontal 
lines which give the r,eadings. 

We need not descrihe the method ,of use 
here, as. full instructions are supplied; all 
that need be said is that it is c,ertainly more 
accurate than the old style gauge. You can 
be contented with making your r·eadings to 
halves or you may read to tenths. 

It is not .at first quite as easy as the .old 
style, but with a littl.e bit of practice soon 
becomes simple and accurate. The gauge 
can be used equally well for stamps in the 
album, loose, on cover or in sheets. 

EIRE 
Two commemoratives ( ~d. green and ls. 

red brown) were issued on June 30 in honour 
of the tercentenary of .the death of Michael 
O'CJ.ery, chief of the four Franciscan masters. 
11111111111111111,1111111111111,,,,,,.,,, •• ,,,1,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,,,, ... 

MINT F'REE l!'RENCH PROVISIONALS AT 
BARGAIN PRICES - REMAINDERS Ol!' 

.JULY OFl!'ER : 

1. Reunion, 48 Yalues, @ 
2. Somaliland, 58 values @ .• 
3. Indian Settlements, 25 values 
4. Indian Settlements, 20 values 
5. Levant, Permanent, 9 values 
G. ,, l\finiatul'eS, Perf. & Imp. 

FJach 
£2 10 0 
£3 15 0 

@ £1 10 0 
@ £2 0 0 
@ 10 0 
@ 10 0 

tlulijcct to being unsold. 

A. J. BOOYSEN 
P.O. Box 11. SANNIESHOF, TVL. 

11111111111111111111111110111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,1111111111111 
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Special Stamp After-Stocktaking Offers 
BASUTOLAND K.G. VI, S.G. 18-28, 

complete used set, M.~.10/-, at 28/9. 
BECHUANALAND K.G. VI, S.G. 118-

128, complete used set, ½d.-10/-, at 
32/6. 1 

BRITISH SOMALILAND K.G. VI 1938, 
S.G. 103, 3 rupee mint cat 75/- at 
20/-. 

CEYLON K.G. VI, 2c-lr (10 stamps) 
used, at 4/9 set. 

EGYPT 1939, S.G. 310 and 311, 50p and 
£El, used, .at 25/- the pair. 

KENYA K.G. VI, 5c~l0/- (11 stamps) 
used, at 16/6 s,et. 

N. RHODESIA K.G. VI, S.G. 25-32, in­
cluding obsolete Hd. and 2d., ?!d.-1/-, 
used, at 3/9 set. 

NYASALAND K.G. V 1934-5, complete 
mint set, S.G. 114-122, M.-1/-, cat 
24/2, at 16/9. 

NYASALAND K.G. VI, S.G. 130-8 (9 
stamps), !d.-1/-, used, at 4/9 set. 

SIERRA LEONE K.G. VI, current 
M.-1/-, used, at 4/3 set. 

SOUTH AFRICA S.G. 49, 2/6 used 
joined pair, at 2/6. 

64, 5 / - used joined pair, at 7 / 6. 
64.a, 10/- used joined pair, at 15/-. 

S. RHODESIA K.G. VI, S.G. 40-52, 
!d.-5/-, complete used set, at 17 /9. 
1940 Golden Jubilee, complete set, 
mint at 4/6; used at 5/6. 

S.W.A. 1931 S.G. 74-84, ?!d.-10/-, 
superb used joined pairs, at 55/- set. 

FREE FRENCH SPECIAL OFFERS: 
AMBULANCE LACQUINTINI,E, mint 

set, London price £10, our price 75/ •. 
RESISTANlCE-LIBERATION, complete 

mint sets total 24 stamps, at £13/10. 
25 EQUATORIAL AFRICA, mixed 

values·, mint and used, at 25/-. 
15 CAMEROONS, mixed values, mint 

and used, at 22/6. 
14 INDIAN SETTLEMENTS, complete 

mint definite set, at 19/6. 

NEW ZEALAND OFFERS 
S.G. 540, 2/- used at 2/6; 1941 S.G. multiple (i.1e., new wmk.) All mint: 

624/5 mint provisionals at 10d. the pair; F180 at 3/9; F203 at 5/3; Fl81 at 
1940 S.G. 618, 7d. scarce c,entenary 6/-; F182 at 7/6; F204 at 8/3; F183 at 
value, mint or used, at 15/6. 1944 New 9/-; F184 at 10/6; F186 at 12/-; F188 
Issues as S.G. Nos. quoted only wmk. .at 15/-. 

MANCHURIA-Temporary ,Japanese Occupation-Complete mint sets: 
1940, 2nd Visit of Emperor Kangteh 1940, 2,600th Anniversary of Found-

to Japan, S.G. 114-5, at 2/-. . ing of Japan, S.G. 122-3, at 3/6. 
1940, 1st National Census, S.G. 118-9, 1941, National Conscription, S.G. 122-

at 3/.. 3, at 3/6. ' 
OR the Four S.ets at 10/6. 

SOVIET 
Special 200th Anniversary Behring 

Straits, set of 4 different, at 4/6. 
25th Anniversary of .the Revolution, 

RUSSIA: 
set of 8 different, at 6/6. 

5 Assorted sets of latest War Issues, 
16 different stamps, at 12/6. 

All offers are subject to being unsold and alteration without notice. 
1,000 EDINA STAMP HINGES in packet at 1/8 including postage. 

Please Include Postage, Registration and Exchange on Cheques. 
Special Offers in British Afric!lns, Colonials, Silver Jubilees, and Coronatien SetR. 

Please send in your "\Vant-List of your requirements, stating Catalogue Nos. 
Approvals sent to Approved Clients. References Essential. 

Wanted to buy : Collect.ions and Accumulations of Stamps. We pay highest prices 
per return post. . 

JACK'S RADIO BAZAAR. 
64-66 MAIN ROAD, MOWBRAY, CAPE. 

105 
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I Australia I ! THE DIES OF THE 4d. ILG. V~' : 
: A NEW DISCOVERY : 

'-~~~~~:::.~~---_! 
A s.econd die in the 4d. value• K.G. V has 

recently been reported by Mr. W. H. Hol­
beach. 

The distinctive feature, of this second di,e 
is a small triangular protuberance about a 
third of the way fr.om the top of the right 
leg of the s.econd "A" of "AUSffRALIA." 

Mr. Holbeach first discovered this die 
among some die proofs which came into his 
possession. On two of them he noted the 
excrescence on the "A". He naturally came 
to the conclusion that two master dies were 
used, .and a search was instituted. This re­
sulted in the discovery of copies in the violet 
and blue printings from the original Cooke 
plates-Harrison made new plates in August, 
1923, which he employed for the later blue, 
and which he, Mullett and Ash used for the 
olive printings. 

Although it has not yet been isolated, it 
would appear almost certain that Die 2 
exists in the orange and lemon printings as 
the Cooke electros used for the 4d. value 
were derived from the two original plates. 

The 4d. K.G. V Cooke printings were made 
from electros prepared from two plates, an 
upper and a lower, each of 120 impressions, 
in two side-by-side panes of 60, separated 
by a gutter and composed of ten rows of 6. 
As was customary with Cooke printings, a 
coloured marginal ,line surrounded each pane. 
The upper plate may be distinguished from 
the lower by the fact that the marginal line 
is cut away below stamp No. 59 to accommo­
date the control monogram. This is indis­
putable evidence of an upper plate. 

When a search was being made for the 
position of Die 2, the only available sheets 

*Based Qn an article in the 
"Australian Stamp Monthly" 

were all from the lower plate and, as it was 
not found, recourse w.as made to the over­
printed issue of the North West Pacific 
Islands.. Here the searchers had better luck. 
Die 2 was found on the upper plate to be 
stamp No. 22 on the pane, but as all the 
margins are removed before overprinting, it 
was not possible to establish which pane, 
the right or the left. 

The explanation of the inclusion of this 
Die 2 is not definitely known, but it seems 
reasonable to assume that it was inserted, 
by accident, in place of a damaged impres­
sion. 

There is no reason to suppose that Die 2 
occurs in the Harrison plates which were in 
use from 1923 until the introduction of the 
4d. Koala in January, 1938. 

+ 
PHILIPPINE REPRINITS 

We learn from the American Philatelic 
Press that for nearly two years the Philippine 
Philatelic Agency in Washington has been 
selling to collectors most of the issues of the 
six or seven pre-war years, which are actu­
ally reprints, .altho:ugh this was not disclosed. 
Their sale will probably now be stopped, but 
the harm has been done to the unfortunate 
purchasers. 

DEATH OF MR. C. WHI1TFIELD KING 
W,e regret to see announced the death ,of 

Mr. C. Whitfield King .after a long illness 
which had caused partial blindness. He was 
the second of that name at the head of the 
well-known Ipswich firm of stamp dealers 
and :Vill be succeeded by his son James, 
who ls at present a P.O.W. in Germany. 

Collectors of REALLY FIN1E BRITISH COLONIA'LS 
should get into touch with me AT ONCE 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 
AF'RICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS Etc 
on approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected f;om at 
ON:E.THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 

~ issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue, REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. ~ 

I J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England I 
1iJ111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 
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!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I SOCIETY N1EWS I 
,~ .......... ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ...... ~~~.....! 

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

I'resfrl-ent, Mr. Ferguson; Hon. ffocretary, H. A. 
Wager, P.O. Box 514; Afeeting.11, 1st 11.nd 3rd Mon­
days, 8 p.m., Technical College. 

August 8: Mr. Ferguson in the chair. Mr. Hawke 
read an extract on the calculation of the value of 
postal covers. 

/Mr. Beyers r.ead a paper on the 1936 issue of the 
stamps of St. Lucia. He first outlined the interests 
of King George V whose portrait appears as an inset 
on the stamps. There were twelve different denomi­
nations in the issue · and each one: depicted some event 
or landmark connected with the history of St. Lucia. 
The chairman thanked Mr. Beyers fol· his paper. 

August 21: Mr. Hawke in the chair. Colonel Horne 
suggested that an occasional evening should be devoted 
to discussions on philatelic difficulties when questions 
could be asked by members. 

Mr. Bottomley read a paper on pre-cancelled stamps, 
dealing chiefly with the U.S.A. He described what 
they were and how the need for tnem had arisen. 
He outlined the different printings and said that this 
sideline in philately had assumed large proportions 
in America. He gave an interesting account of the 
happenings to letters after they had been dropped 
through the slots of the collecting boxes. Mr. Bottom­
ley tabtled an exhibit of pre-cancelled sta'mps of 
America and also a nice collection of U.S. Com­
memoratives. 

H.A.W. 

+ 
ORANGE FREE STATE AND BASUTOLAND 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Mr. C. A. Larsen; Hon. 8ecretarlJ, Mr. 

R. G. Lyon, Box 702. Bloemfontein: Meetings, 3rd 
!1'!;idays each month, Oranje Koffiehuis, Bfoemfontein, 
, . .,o JJ.m. 

The main feature at the July meeting was a dis­
play by Dr. K. Freund consisting of "Mafeking Stamps 
in Blocks." Besides a number of blocks of four of 
various denominations (and besides a set of blocks 
with the major errors shown at a previous display). 
the following deserve special enumeration: 

A block of eight, a block 01f eleven, and a block of 
twelve of S.G.2, showing aJll types of setting: a block 
of twelve of S.'G.3 on registered cover addressed to 
England with various intermediate cancellations: a 
hlock of six: of S.G.4 (of which only 840 stamps were 
issued); S.G.6: a block of eight, another one of 
sixteen, and a magnificent one of twenty-nine, also 
part of a sheet showing in tv.'t> rows the overnrint 
slanting and causing the "overlapping variety" ; a 
block of seven of S.G.13. and a block of five of 
S.G.14 ; small Baden-Powell stamp: right half of a 
Hheet, a Hheet without the aast vertical row, and a 
complete sheet minus two stamps; large Baden-Powell 
stamp: a block of six (and a neighbouring strip of 
three) showing the "cracked plate" variety. 

Dr. Freund include<l in the display also two page:. 
Rhowing- two reconstructions of the watermark 
'.'Oceana Fine," about which an article has appeared: 
1n the May number of this paper. Considerable at­
tention was paid also to thr~ reconstructed plates 
of the ld. blue (bicycle) stamp, the fruit o.f some· 
re.search work Dr. Freund did together with Mr. A. 
~ichtenstein. Each of the (reconstructed) plates con­
s!sts of 12 types, making 36 types altogether, dis-( 
tmguishable by certain minute flaws. The importance l 
of these findings lies in the fact that every ld. blue· 
bicycle stamp in existence must represent one of these • 
36 types, in order to be passed as genuine. An 
article about this subject will follow in due course. i 

Two new members W\ere enrolled at the meeting. 

+ 
PORT ELIZABETH PHU,ATELIC SOCIETY 

. Pl"esident, G. K. l◄'orlws; /Ion. Sec., C. W. Shef-
field, P .0. Box 88; Mcetin!]8, Room 5, ·city Hall, 1st \1 
and •3rd Tuesdays. 

On June 20, the president, Mr. G. K. Forb€s, and 
Mr. T. H. Nicholson being away, Mr E. C. Wick took 
the chair. 

"rhere was a large attendance at the first meeting 
of the y.ear, and four new members were proposed . 

. Mr. Malcolm was responsible for the evening, and 
d1s1ilayed 142 pages, mostly of British Africa. These 
were neatly mounted, and portrayed members all en­
joyed scrutinising the display, and 'a hearty vote of 
thanks was accorded Mr. Malcolm. 

T~e 4th of fuly was an auction night, when a large 
numner of 'mmt stamps were put up for sale. The 
largest sum of money ever to pass over the table 
at one me.eting 'Yas raised when the grand total of 
£47_ 10s. was realised, and everyone was satisfied with 
thell' purchases. 

The 18th July was the general meeting attended 
b~ 28 members. iMr. Forbes being away, Mr. T. H. 
Nicholson took the chair. 

New issues from Stanley Gibbons w-ere dra~vn for. 
Four new members were elected and four others pro­
posed. 

Iv'!r. Harmer showed 155 pages of his general col­
lection. Amongst these were some very old English 
~nvelopes. He had been to a lot of trouble in monnt­~:~f en~hese stamps, and the results justified the time 

Au_gust 15: Twentv-four members and two visitors 
met m the City '.Basement. 

Mr. ?orbes being away, Mr. T. H. Nicholson took 
the chair. · 

Four new me'mbers were welcomed into the society 
and two names were proposed. 

Mr. Sheffield said he had 11osted a cheque for £1 14r;. 
for the sale of tickets for the :Norwegian war effort. 
~ let~er was. read fr~m Lt. Ashman tendering his 

resignation, owmg to bemg moved to parts unknown 
We wish him Godspeed. . 

Two new issues were on sale from New Zealand 
mint ls., overprint l0d. and 6d., express delivery: 

Capt_ain 'Graham was responsible for the evening, 
and displayed 71 pages of war issues for the period 
from the last war to the present. One speciaJl variety 
was a 19~9 Air Force from Newfoundland, and a s~t 
from Mafia. 

L.E.C. 

+ 
EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

P;·osi~ent, MJ· A. Watson: Hon. 8ecrctary, Mr. 
S. lJ. lJ owler, I .O. Box 168, East London. JJfeetin[J8 
Colosseum Building, 2nd Fridays, 7 .45 p.m. <' 

Th.ere was ~nether good attendaJ!ce at the Aug,ust 
meetmg on Friday, the 11th, twenty members and five 
visitors being present . Two new members were 
elected. 

A number of new and interesting items were passed 
round for inspection, including the 10d. on l½d. Cen-1 
tennial Ne,y Zealand, just received on first day cover. 

The president r.eported trouble ove1· the despatching­
of exchange selectfon to the Belgian Congo, but said 
that, after interviewing several officials and filling in 
forms, he had ultimately succeeded in getting his 
stamps away. 

After the formal business. Mr. T. 11.. Harper showed 
hi,; fine collection o.f Natail, w:hich included over 200 
of_ the full-fac-c Queens. Among others, the foltowing 
1111ght be noted: 

6d. G.36 I>ostage 12':_'mm., with "S" of the Gth 
t,~·pe; . doubl~ and inverted overvrints of types 18 
(,.29, mcludmg the uncatalogued one "without bar" 
and 21; all varieties of the "Halfpenny on 6d.'" 
shown in--several pairs used and unused, also in 'a 
blo~k. o.f four (two with and two without bar) ; the 
varieties of the "Half" on ld., G.30, including the 
double _ surcharge, broken "E" for "L," etc. 
The Edwardians were in mint shades to the 30s. 

value and used to the £5. Officials in blocks of four 
N.G.R. perforations and Telegraphs terminated th~ 
display. 

After the tea interval, Mr. A. E. Basden gave 
a!1other of his interesting and informative talks, this 
time on Brazil, and accompanied it with a portion of 
his very fine collection of that country's stamps. The 
exhibit was small, but included many fine copies of 
the classic first issue (Bullseyes) in all three values, 
followed by the "sloping numerals" and a selected 
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number of sheets o.f the later issues up to and in­
duding the more 1·ecent commemoratives. In addi­
tion, Mr. Basden laid 011 tho table several sheetB from 
his collection of Greece, including both Paris and 
Athens printings of the first type and a nice selec­
tion of the later Hermes design, while to conclude 
the exhibit ther.e were a few entires bearing Stella­
land and New Republic stamps postally used. 

The president expressed the appreciation of all pre­
sent at the very ,fine displays given by the two 
exhibiting members. 

Before the meeting ended, a number of lots handed 
in by various members wiere offered by auction, nearly 
all of them finding ready purchasers. r' 

T.A.H. 

+ 
THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 

Presiden,t, F. J. H. Lang; Hon. Sem-efary, L. 
Buchen. P.O. Box 4967. Johannesburg; Meetings, 2nd 
and 4th Tuesdays, Public Library, Johannesburg. 
7.45 p.m. h Tu 

July 25th: This was the first of our fourt es-
day informal exchange meetings. Although there was 
only a fair attendance, it is expected that as a result 
of a very pleasant evening enjoyed by aM present, 
this fourth Tuesday meeting will become increasingly 
popular. . . 

Mr. F. E. lngham gave us the h1ghhg~t of the 
evening in a most in.formative and interestmg paJ?er 
entitled "Timber and Stamps.'' A•mo:ng the many m­
teresting facts brought out in this paper w<;re the 
following: that three thousand trees are reqmre~ . to 
make the ooven . billion stamps issued by the . British 
G.P.O. Many references were made to tree designs on 
the stamps of several countries, including oaks, pa~ms, 
pine, cedars, mahogany, etc. Othe_r types of designs 
included logging operations, lo•ggmg camps, paper 
miUs, the working of paper, tapping and planting trees. 

Several items were auctioned and as a result our 
war funds benefited to the extent of £8 10s. 

Albums with empty spaces to be filled, and stock 
books were in evidence and it was apparent that 
members were taking this opportunity to fill empty 
spaces and dispose of runwanted duplicates. 

August 8th: This was our regular monthly meet­
ing and our guests of the evening were the_ Jewish 
'Guild. After the usual business was speedily disl_)osed 
o.f, Mr. E. C. Sprighton, in his capacity as president 
of the Jewish Guild, took the chair Five exhibits were 
tabled. Mr. Sprighton: a few selected sheets of 
Switzerland beautifulOy set out on pap-es which he 
himself had printed, showing the Child Welfare is~ues 
~.nd stamps bearing the coats of arms of the various 
Swiss cantons. IMr. Gladstone: modern U.'S.A. Com­
memorative issues mounted on nubian sheets. These 
included imperf. pairs of the Parks issues as well as 
the Graf Zeppelin Commemorative issue. Mr. Buchen: 
a very commendable and neatly mounted mint straight­
forward collection of tlie Union- of South Africa and 
South-West Africa. · This exhibit was especially 
creditable considering the fact that this coJ:lection has 
only been a very short while in the makin_g. Ml'. 
Isaacs: another extensive lot of U.S.A. Flight Covers 
many of which had never even beim seen before by 
regular U.S.A. collectors. Dr. Kaplan: several pages 
of -mint sets of the British Empire in alphabetical order 
from A to Z, including stamps of Egypt with altered 
control numbers in the sheet___m):lrgin. 

Several very good items were donated by memhers 
to be auctioned for war funds and as n resuft the 
handsO'me .fig'llrc of £14 14s. w:rn rcaHsed. 

H.E.R. 

+ 
THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL 

President. A. L. Bevis; Hon. Sec., G. Milner. 
Palmer, P.O. Box 588, Durban; Meeting,~, 1st and 
3rd Wednesdays at London Assurance House, 310 
Smith Street (in the rooms of the Durban Camera 
Club, top floor). 7.30 p.m. 

At our July meeting we had the pleasure of seeing 
Mr. Walter Hesse's lantern lecture entitled "Stamps 
Which Tell a Story." Mr. Hesse is a member of the 
Cape Town Philatelic Society and it was through the 
foresight of our president that we obtainea the loan 
of this interesting lecture. Full details of the display 
were given in the Cape Town notes: in the December, 
1943, number of the "S.A. Philatelist.'' All members 

present expressed very keen appreciation of the show 
and script which was read. 

The usual auction followed at which many items 
fetched very good prices. ---

Once again we appeal to members to send in sales 
packet booklets. These are urgently needed and we can 
assure everyone that good sales will eventuate. 

G.M.P. 
+ 

EAST RAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, l\Ir. Gutsche; Hon. Sea., E. N. Rigg. 

103 Kemston Avenue, Benoni; jJJeetings, 3rd 'l'nes­
days, 8 p.m., Hotel Regent. BenGni. 

A very pleasant evening was spent at our August 
meeting, although the attendance was not up to full 
strength. 

After ,formal business had been concluded, Mr. Fine 
exhibited the remaining portion of the rlate Mr. Cohen's 
collection ; this collection was mostly of countries in 
Europe and great credit is due to Mr. Fine for the 
amount of work he had taken in mounting the 
stamps. 

Mr. Rigg exhibited several pages of the following 
countries: Aden, Swaziland, Basutoland, North Borneo, 
Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyika, and Cayman Islands. 

Members are reminded that the annual general meet­
ing takes place n_!:!xt month on Tuesday, 19th Sep­
tember, and all philatelists in the district are cor­
diaHy invited. 1 J 

+ 
CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

Pt·esident, vV. D. Vallance; Hon. Secretary, s. 
Kaganson, P.O. Box 1973, Cape Town; Meetings, 2nd 
and 4th 'l'lhursdays of the month at Yorkshire 
Buildings, Strand Street, at 7.30 p.m. 

July 27th: With Dr. L. B. Goldschmidt down to 
display the stamps of the Belgian Congo and also to 
show a cine film of the Colony, the result was a 
record attendance of members and visitors. 

The meeting opened with a display of the stamps of 
the Congo, right up from the early issues, many of 
the sets being in both mint and used condition. 

Interspersed were many interesting covers. 
Dr. Goldschmidt gave a little chat on the stamps 

and then gave a very interesting talk on the history 
of the Congo, its people and resources. The talk was 
then amplified by . a_n outstanding film of the Congo, 
taken by the exhibitor. Many portions of the film 
were in natural colour and we were given some idea 
of the wonderful mineral and industrial resources. 
This was a great ending fo a very fine evening. 

As the hour was late, no business or auction took 
place, but Mr. Vallance intimated that they were 
making a special appeal for Red Cross Funds. The 
society had already collected no less than £850 for 
various war funds and it was now the intention to 
exceed the £1,000 mark. It is proposed to hold a 
public auction in the near ;future, and gifts of stamps 
for this will be appreciated by the committee. 

Dr. Goldschmidt, an executive member of the Red 
Cross, eulogised its work and commended the appeal 
to the members. 

Thursday, 10th Aug;ust: Large attendances are the 
order .of the day, and there was another to see the 
display given by Mr. S. Kaganson of "Stamps of the 
Empire, 1937-1944.'' 

'.rhe colourful stamps of the George VI issues, in 
mint condition, made a very fine and picturesque 
display complete with the exception of only one 
stamp, the 5 rupee of Burma, which the exhibitor 
had been unable to obtain, either here or overseas. 
Many of the commemorative issues were in blocks. 
Mr. Kaganson gave his reasons for making a col­
lection of this description, saying how difficult it 
was for the younger collectors and newcom.ers to 

• phi4ately to get together a fair collection of some of 
the earlier classics, which even when within the 
limits of the purse, are so difficult to obtain. In the 
complete George VI issue there were, as far as the 
exhibitor knew, only three major varieties. 

At the. conclusion of the business of the meeting, 
the usual auction took place, various items, including 
a 1944 Gibbons Catalogue, being put up for Red 
Cross funds, and over £6 was realised. 

B.L.C. 
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A Question 
THAT ONLY 

CAN ANSWER 

There isn't enough train accommodation for every­

body, especially during holiday periods. That means 

that hundre·ds of men, women and children will have 

to spend their holiday at home this year. 

Some of them may need to get away, for health 

reasons. Some may deserve a ;spell, after working all 

the year at high pressure on essential war work. If 

they fail to get accommodation, they can't go. 

Do you or your family need to leave home this winter? 

Do you believe, honestly, that you have been working 

so hard in the national interest that you must get 

away? Or, on thinking it ov;er, do you feel that you 

ought to give up your place in the queue and so allow 

someone else, more genuinely entitled to it, to travel 

in your stead? 

SOUTH AFRICAN RAILWAYS 

iii. 

¾ Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News Agency, 
Q$) Ltd., Johannesburg~ Printed by Magazine Pr~as (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, Johannesburg 
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PUBLICATIONS 
By LOWE 

* THE REGENT CATALOGUE (ADHESIVE). 

VOLUME II is published every March and September, and includes all igsues 
to date Price 3/3 Post Free. 

Throughout above volume the prices listed are as near as possible market 
prices: in addition Gibbons' and Scott's catalogue numbers are cross-referenced 
with Regent numbers for those collectors whose collections are based on these 
catalogues. 

The current edition of Volume II will bring you 

right up to date with the British Empire Market. 

* THE HANDSTRUCK CATALOGUE (1661-1900). 

This is: the only catalogue of Handstruck Postage Stamps of the British Empire, 
and lists every known recorded marking with prices. All Provisional Hand­
struck Stamps: issued prior to 1900 are listed, and those in usei in Great Britain 
from 1840 to 1853 are catalogued in detail. The historical data included is 
invaluable to the collector-as is the catalogue itself. Price 11 /- Post Free. 

which includes the December 1942 Suppleimernt. The latter can be obtained 
separately: Price 1/6 plus 2d. postage. 

All enq11irle1 to 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
50, PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.1. 

Abbey 4034. 
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Confident 
when 

Buying and Selling 
This very grateful tribute to the quality of the 

service provided by Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auctions 
is but one of the many hundreds of compliments that we 
receive each season. 

The success of Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auctions 
is the fruit of more than 50 years' consistent effort to 
provide a perfect service and complete satisfaction for 
Vendor and for Buyer. 

Every feature of every sale at Harmer's of Bond 
Street is handled by experts-men whOBe wide experience 
enables them to reveal those little extra points of a stamp 
that enable the distant Buyer to bid confidently and in 
complete security, and ensure for the Vendor a fair price 
for his stamps. 

That is why almost all the great collections are placed 
with Harmer's of Bond Street for dispersal-why more than 
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United 
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond 
Street Stamp Auctions-why Harmer's have a larger turn­
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer. 

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of 
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues. 
Our brochure "Selling Stamps at Auction" also is free to 
prospective' Vendors. 

H. R. HARMER 
The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS. 
39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1, 

ENGLAND. 
Cables: "HARMER'S BOND STREET LONDON." 
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UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 
lcl. Rotogravure without Watermark. 

"\Ve have recently been shown ,vhat corre­
sponds closely in appearance with the early 
printings of the first ld. rotogravure (S.~. 43!, 
but on unwatermarked paper. There 1s this 
,difference, however, that the shade is a pin_k 
rather than the familiar carmine- or red of tlus 
issue. This is the first we have heard or seen 
of this error; can any reader throw light on 
where it has been hiding all these years and 
how or where it was found? 

S. RHODESIAN VARIETIES. 
,Mr. H. S. Conway has submitted some _minor 

· varieties of rather the "fly-spot" type, m the 
2d. Matabelelancl Commemoi'ative. 

(1) A white spot above the M. There is _al~o 
a white streak above the 8 of 1893, but tlu~ 1s 
merely the result of slightly faulty registration 
of the head and frame plates. 

(2) l\Iinute white dots across the horse's 
back behind the saddle roll. 

(3) White clot, near shoulder, underneath 
the bandolier. 

He also submits one, already w<:11 known 
(stamp 60 of sheet), with a white line under 
the saddle roll. 

Incidentally it may be ~entioned that an 
advertisement in the Australian Stamp Mo_nth~y 
offers this variety at 7s.; the same pnc~ 1s 
asked for the other well-known constant variety 
on No. 45 with a broken D in the right-hand 
valve tabl~t. Also 3s. for a "narrmv" stamp. 

BELGIAN CONGO. 
We are informed that there will be a limi­

ted issue of Red Cross stamps for the Congo, 
and a similar set for Ruanda-Urundi, towards 
the end of the year. The , values will be 
50c.+50fr., lfr. 25+100fr., lfr. 75+100fr., 
and 3fr. 50+100fr. 

JAMAICA. 
Jamaica is shortly to have a set of stamps 

commemorative of its new constitution. It is 
said there will be seven values ranging from 
l½d. to 10s. 

GIBBO~S' SDlPJ,IFIED STA}JP 
CATALOGUE. 

The 1944, 12th edition, has just arriVt..'d. 
What with paper rationing and staff difficul­
ties how the editor manages to get it out at 
all we can hardly imagine. Issues which have 
appeared since the last edition are placed to­
gether in an addendum at the encl of the 
volume, but price alterations, of which there 
are stated to be many thousands, have been 
ma~e right through the body of the volume, 
which now runs to 1,190 pages, listing over 
65,250 stamps and with thousands of illustra­
tions. Readers can count on the prices given 
as being the very latest available, but it should 
be remembered that in this catalogue few 
"varieties" are given and the prices quoted are 
always that for the cheapest variety listed in 
the "big Gibbons." ·watermark and Perfora­
tion varieties, for instance, are ignored. "\Var­
time stamps of enemy or enemy-occupied coun­
tries are not given, as ,dealing in them is ille­
gal. An excellent production for the simple­
life collector. The price is 12s. 6d,, plus ls. 
postage. 

BER11UDA'S GIANT STA}IP SALE. 
Last month we reported a sale of stamps 

seized as Prize as going to be held in Bermuda. 
The Philatelic Trader says it has now been 
learned from the Attoi·ney-General there, that 
it will not be held "at any rate for some time 
to come." The Trader hopes the sale will be 
transferred to London, as being the best mar­
ket, and as giving more people a chance to 
bid. • 

ABYSSINIA. 
Gibbon's Stamp Jionthly announces a com­

plete new set o-f stamps on order from Water­
lmv & Sons, are expected to be on sale about · 
the end of the year. These will be 8 ordinary 
postage, 2c-3 dollars; 8 Air Stamps, Sc-10 
dollars; and 4 Dues, 8-50c. 

DEATH OF :\IR. G. F. RAPKIN. 
We --i'egret to hear of the death of Mr. G. F. 

Rapkin, senior partner in the firm of that 
name, well known to philatelists as manufac­
turers of albums and other accessories. The 
business will be carried on bv the remaining 
partner, }Ir. Frank G. Rapkin. 
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i THE UNION LARGE 1½ d. GOLD i 

I
; MINE ST-AMPS LACKING SHADING I 

ON THE DUMP ! 
By H. E. ROWEN. i 

t~---------.............. -.. ---~ ...................... 
The large l½d. "Gold l\Iine" stamp ap­

peared without ,varning on 12th November, 
1936. It was known the dav before that 
stocks had been distributed to various post 
offices, but even then the local officials did not 
know definitely when the stamps were to be 
released for sale. 

1Sheets were supplied to the JIPEX P .0., 
which was then in ,full swing, and these new 
l½d. stamps were put on sale there on 12th 
November. According to "The South African 
Philatelist," Yol. 12, 1936, p. 181, "on a 
number of sheets seen at JIPEX on the day 
of issue many of the stamps had the shading 
on th~ mine dump almost or entirely lacking, 
but this has not been noted on sheets seen since 
then.'' 

So far as I am aware this statement still 
holds good; at any rate, I have not heard of 
or seen any references to sheets with this defect 
having been encountered other than those at 
JTPEX. 

~[r. ,v. Redford, who, along with a postal 
official, was in charge of the ,HPEX P.O., in­
forms me that onl~· a fen· of the sheets sup­
plied there showed this pecularity. In the 
bustle which prevailed no definite check on 
them was made, but his impression is that' 
probably not more than about twenty-five 
sheets were so affected: 

I have kept one of these sheets intact, and it 
has been represented to me that it wonld be of 
interest to put the peculiarities of it on re­
cord. I have, therefore, made the ac-com­
panying plan of this sheet, indicating by mun­
hers the degree of shading ,Yhich is to be seen 
on the mine dump between the headgear and 
the large chimnev on the left. N ormallv this 
shading occurs in two patches; the smaller 
one, next the chimney, is triangular in shape 
with the apex downwards, the larger one, 
next the headgear has two apices pointing 
downwards. 

On the plan, 0 inclieates that the shading is 
completely absent, while 4 indicates that it is 
fully present as regards both area and depth 
of shading-these are reaclil~· estimated. The 
other gradings-I, 2 and 3-are admittedly 
somewhat arbitrary, and eyeryone might not 
agree with them in detail, but they servo to 
indicate the amount of shading present. 1 
may be taken as meaning just a trace, 2 a 
l-ittl0, all(l 3 a fair amount. but either not 
quit0 complete as regards size or as regards 
depth of shading. 

It wiH be seen that ther0 are 1:2 stamps with 
110 shading, 30 "·ith onl;v a tracP, -!O with a 

little, 28 with a fair amount, and 10 in which 
the shading is complete. It is interesting to 
note that in the stamps with defective shading 
or with none at all the stamps otherwise are 
no paler than those ,vith full shading. 

The plan brings out that the deficiencies are 
most apparent about the eentre of the sheet, 
but I must leave it to others more familiar 
with printing processes to discuss how this has 
occurred. 

4 4141314 4 --~--2-1 2 -,--:-~ - -~---~-

--: _l_o_J_ 1 2 2 3 

-------,------- - -
2 I o 3 

--------- .. 

3 0 3 3 

---------- -------- -----

3 2 3 3 
------------

2 2 2 3 
--------------

3 2 
---=-------------------

0 0 2 2 
____ :___ -----------------

2 0 
------------- ' ' -

2 0 2 
---------------- ---

0 0 2 
------------

2 0 0 2 3 
-------------------

3 0 2 2 
---------------------

2 
------

2 2 
--------

2 3 

4 3 

2 

3 3 
--· -- --··-- --- - ----

2 2 
--------------

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

2 

3 

It may be noted that the slwet is numbered 
3425 on the right-hand margin of the sheet 
opposite ro,rn 6 and 17. Stamp No. 1 is in 
English, and as they come thereafter alter­
nately in Afrikaans and English it is simple 
to make out from the plan whether deficiencies 
are on English or on Afrikaans stamps. 

The sheet shmYs the well-known constant 
. fla ,rn. such as the broken chimney on No. 66, 
the bent right-hand frame line on No. 7-4, and, 
the small white spot on the left of the headgear 
on No. 96. · 

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS 
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ST. HELENA 
Wanted: To buy all stamps of St. 

Helena highest prices paid for all 

early Queens, and later high values 

and complete sets, li~e Centenary 

set, 15s. stamp, mint and used. 

i:' 

British Colonial Off er1s :-
(All mint, except Canada and Newfoundland) 

8 Solomons 1940 Post. Dues, cpl . . . . 
8 Gilbert & Ellis, P. Dues 1940, cpl. .. 
3 Cairnda 1932 Ottawa Conference, cpl. 
7 Canada 1932 Geo. V cpl. l-13c ...... . 
6 Canada Airmail 192S/44, 5c-7c. . . . . 

12 New Zealand Health 1936-1()43, cpl. (ex 
1938)/ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

i Swaziland Geo. V 1933, }d.-ls. c11I. .. 
9 Nyasaland Geo. V 1934, ½d.-1s. cpl. .. 

32 Falklands Dependencies, 2nd ptg., cpl. 
3 Egypt 1936 Treaty epl. . . . . . . 

12 

10 

1 

1 

2 

10 

10 

15 

22 

3 

3 

6 

6 

9 

9 

6 

6 

6 

0 

6 

6 
{) 

I 
I 3 Egyvt l!l37 Cavitulatiom cpl. . . • . . • 

1 E~yIJt 1944 Fuad Memorial cpl. .. 
8 E.A.F. (Somalia) on C.B. cpl. . . . . 
6 Newfoundland l!l18 Caribou, 1-l0c. 

1 0 

6 6 i 
4 6 j 

Apply: 

THIELE 
4 5 5 W ,E S T ST R E E T 

DURBA'N 

8 Nigeria Geo. V Jd. to ls. . . . . . . . . 8 6 

Nett, c.w.o., post free. 

A. LICHTE1NSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

· BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 
m ......................................... ,, ......................... , ................ , .... 8 

WEEKLY STAMP 
AUCTION SALES 

EVERY 
THURSDAY 

12.45 - 2 p.m. 

CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 
Postal bids accepted • 

Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

JAMES MILDENHALL & COM,PANY 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

Corner RISSI K & MARSHALL STREETS (Opp. Escom House) 

JOHANNESBURG 
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• STAMPS, ESPECIALLY THE TWO DIES OF THE 
SHIP VIGNETTE 

• 
Hy A. HILTON· SYDOW, A.S.A,A., C.A. (S.A.). 

,:u11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111t11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111; ............ ~•1111111111111111111111111·.i111111111111111111111111111111~ 

In my paper entitled "Two Dies of the Ship 
Yignette of tho Electrotyped ld. Stamps of 
the Union of South Africa," "·hich was printed 
on pages 56 and 57 of tho Suuth AJ,ricun Ph,il­
utelist" for ::Hay, 1944, I stated, inter alia, 
that- . 

"No major •diffon.mces will be <liscornod 
however, as far as tho ships them:,,elvos · an~ 
concet'!wd. It ,,yuld appear that an entirely 
new vignette ,die ,,·as not engraved but that 
Die B was obtained from Die A, tho original 
master vignette die, etc." 
:My adumbration afore and to the extent that 

only one master vignette die was engraved, and 
which I had -designated Die A, subsequently 
was proved correct, for it found verification 
in a letter which I received recently from ::\fr. 
S. G. Clifford, who is a Director of Waterlow 
& Sons, Limited. I have to thank Mr. Clifford, 
who in that letter very kindly informed me, 
in reply to my prior enquiry anent tho original 
master ship vignette die, as follows: -

"I can say definitely, however, that there 
was only one original die. This is confirmed 
by our records, and I have also been in touch 
with the engraver of the die, :Mr. J-. A. C. 
Harrison, who has now retired from "·ork, 
but is still alive and ,vell." 

The records quoted by )Ir. Clif£,orcl are the 
ones presently housed in the archives of '1Vater­
low & Sons, Limited. They yielded no infor­
mation in respect of the derivation of the 
alleged Die B from the pristine Die A. Such 
omission of reforenco to anv secohdarv stato 
of the master vignette die ll;av be dnev to tho 
fact that the ld. denominated ~tamps were not 
printed at the. F'insbnry ateliers of '\Vatei'low 
& Sons, Limited. 'l'hese stamps which depicted 
the ship of Yan Riebeek actually were printed 
in "'~ atford at a factorv which formerly "·as 
owned by Waterlow 'Brothers & Layton, 
Limited. The stamps ,vere printed during tho 
latter part of 1925. 'l'he Watford factory was 
acquired by '1Vaterlow & Sons, Limited, in 
1924, simultaneously with its amalgamation 
with Waterlow Brothers & Layton, Limited. 
At tho time of my enquiry the Watford factory 
was no longer occupied by '\Vaterlmv & Sons, 
Limited, and obviously 110 information as re­
gards Die B "·as obtainable from the ateliers 
"-hich produced these stamps. 

From a perusal of l\Ir. Clifford's reply to mo 
it is evident that the printers experienced cer­
tain difficulties in connection with the print­
ings in black ink from the .<'n 0parg1w electro­
tnwcl vignette plat0 or plates. Inter alia, he 
stated that-

"The black printing was founcl difficult, 
nucJ ±here irer0 oe<:,'1..<dons ,rhc-11 n si1111lr .~fom11 

was found to be faulty after electrotyping, 
was cut out of the bluck and replaced." 

The words itulic,ized by mo in the foregoing 
paragraph, namely, "single stamp" and 
"block," should be interpreted respectively as 
"single cliche or single electro" and "plate." 
In other words, an unknmvn uumber of units 
were cut out of the plate (or plates) and were 
replaced by an equivalent number of single 
cliches or single electros. 

'\Vith cognisance of the facts elicited from 
tho printers I have examined sedulously num­
bers of pairs and blocks and a 240-set sheet of 
the ld. denominated stamps, with Die A 
vignettes, printed by Watorlow & Sons, 
Limited, but thus far I have not located any 
8tamps which may be classified as stamps whoso 
vignettes were printed frq_m SUBSTITU'f~D 
CLICHES OR ELECTROS; unless the v1g_ 
nette plate (or plates), which produced tho 
ship designs on the stamps examined by me, 
either did not contain substitutes, or contained 
such cliches or electros which were inserted in 
the apertures of removed faulty ones "·ith 
such degrees of precision as to defy detection 
thereof by ocular examination of the stamps 
through ordinary magnifiers. Hitherto I have 
referred to single cliches or electros inserted in 
the vignette plate or plates in London. In 
South Africa a delinquent cliche was removed 
from Vignette Plate 2, that is, the plate which 
was distinguished by two nicks in the outer 
jubilee line below 8tamp •No. 240 on a sheet. 
f n this instance, however, a cliche ,vas cut 
from a disused plate and inserted or ,yelcled 
in the aperture of tho removed cliche. Simen­
hoff catalogue this example of a substituted 
clicho as "Twisted head-plate"-Row 16 No. !). 

E. BLUM 
P.O. BOX 1669 OAPE TOWN 

recommends his services to Dealers and Oollectors 

alike ,for Selling and Buying stamvs from all 

countries. Price List now, ready and can be sent 

to applicants free on demand. Collections and 

Accumul'e.tions bought for spot cash. Highest 

prices paid. Established in South Africa since 

1930. First class references. 
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- Special Stamp After-Stocktaking Offers 

BASUTOLAND ICG. VI, ·s.G. 18-28, 
complete used set, ½d.~.10/-, at 28/9. 

BECHUANALAND K.G. VI, S.G. 118-
128, complete used set, ½d.-10/-, at 
32/6. \ 

BRITISH SOMALILAND ILG. VI 1938, 
S.G. 103, 3 rupee mint cat 75/- at 
20/-. 

CEYLON K.G. VI, 2c-lr (10 stamps) 
used, at 4/9 set. 

EGYPT 1939, S.G. 310 and 311, 50p and 
£El, used, at 25/- the pair. 

KENYA K.G. VI, fo--10/- (11 stamps) 
used, at 16/6 set. 

N. RHODESIA K.G. VI, S.G. 25.,.32, in­
cluding obsolete Hd. and 2d., ½d.-1/-, 
used, at 3/9 set. 

FREE FRENCH 
AMBULANCE LACQUINTINIE,,.., mint 

set, London pric.e £10, our price 75/ .. 
RESISTANCE-LIBERATION, complete 

mint sets total 24 stamps, at £13/10. 
25 EQUATORIAL AFRICA, mixed 

NY ASALAND K.G. V 1934-5, complete 
mint set, S.G. 114-122, M.-1/-, cat 
2.4/2, at 16/9. • 

NYASALAND ILG. VI, S.G. 130-8 (9 
stamps), M.-1/-, used, at 4/9 set. 

SIERRA LEONE K.G. VI, current 
½d.-1/-, used, at 4/3 set. 

SOUTH AFRICA S.G. 49, 2/6 used 
joined pair, at 2/6. 

64, 5/- used joined pair, at 7 /6. 
64a, 10 /- used joined pair, at 15/ -. 

S. RHODESIA K.G. VI, S.G. 40-52, 
½d.-5/-, complete used set, at 17/9. 
1940 Golden Jubilee, complet,e set', 
mint at 4/6; used at 5/6. 

S.W.A. 1931 S.G. 74-84, M.-10/-, 
superb used joined pairs, at 55/- set. 

SPECIAL OFFERS : 
values, mint and used, at 25/-. 

15 CAMEROONS, mixed values, mint 
and used, at 22/6. 

H INDIAN SETTLEMENTS, complete 
mint definite set, at 19/6. 

NEW ZEALAND OFFERS 
.S.G. 540, 2/- used at 2/6; 1941 S.G. multiple (i.e., new wmk.) All mint: 

624/5 mint provisionals at 10d. the pair; F180 at 3/9; F203 at 5/3; F181 at 
1940 S.G. 618, 7d. scarce oentenary 6/-; F182 at 7/6; F204 at 8/3; F183 at 
value, mint or used, at 15/6. 1944 New 9/-; F184 at J0/6; F186 at 12/-; F188 
Issues as S.G. Nos. quoted only wmk. .at 15/-. 

MAN CH URI A-Temporary Japanese Occupation-Complete mint sets: 
1940, 2nd Visit of Emperor Kangteh 1940, 2,600th Anniversary ,of Found-

to Japan, S.G. 114-5, at 2/-. : ing of Japan, S.G. 122-3, at 3/6. 
1940, 1st National Census, S.G. 118-9, 1941, National Conscription, S.G. 122-

at 3/ .. 3, at 3/6. 
OR the Four Sets at 10/6. 

SOVIET 
Special 200th Anniversary Behring 

Straits, set of 4 different, at 4/6. 
25th Anniversary of the Revolution, 

RUSSIA: 
set. of 8 different, at 6/6. 

5 Assorted sets of latest vVar Issues, 
16 different stamps, at 12/6. 

All offers are subject to being unsold and alteration without notice. 
1,000 EDINA STAMP HINGES in packet at 1/8 including postage. 

Please Include Postage, Registration and Exchange on Cheques. 
Special Offers in British Africans, Colonials, Silver Jubilees, and Coronatien Sets. 

Please send in your Want-List of your requirements, stating Catalogue Nos. 
Approvals sent to Approved Clients. References Essential. 

Wanted to buy : Collections and Accumulations of Stamps. We pay highest prices 
per return post. 

JACK'S RADIO BAZAAR 
64-66 MAIN ROAD, MOWBRAY, CAPE. 
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:

-=:;__ SOM1E SOUTH AFRICA1N WAR =§=_i 

·MARKS-1939/44 
,411111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,,,; 

'The listing and classifying of war markings 
on_ covers will give philatelists interested in 
this phase of philately occupation for years to 
come. They _include such things as Navy, 
Army and Airforce postal cancellations cen­
sor's marks and seals and lots of othe{· mis­
cellaneous markings ,Yhich will be considered 
of interest. Official information and records of 
some of these will not be available till after 
hostilities cease and it is probably still not ad­
visable to publicize details one happens to 
know: about some of them, especially as regards 
locat10ns. 

'l'he~·e app~ars to be no possible harm, how­
Bver, m puttmg on record· the following mixed 
bag o_f South Africa~1 markings, whilst they 
are still more or less fresh in one's mind. The 
~ist makes no pretence at being complete and 
1s merely put forward as a contribution of 
things seen personally in the hope that it may 
.serve to el~cit further _contributions. and, per­
haps, to stimulate an mtorest in this particu­
lar field among others who have not so far 
bothered about it. 

_(1) In 1939 letters en route to enemy coun­
tries at the outbreak of war or addressed to 
such countries or to occupied territory after 
the outbreak, might come back to the sender 
months later ,vith one or other of the follow­
ing: -

(~) A buff ~abel inside ,~ith a bilingual 
notice, of which the English version read 
"U.C. 12. Union of South Africa, Department 
of Posts and Telegraphs. - Returned to sender 
owing to the suspension of communications 
with enemy countries." Envelope closed with 
a Censor's seal U.C. 8. 

(b) A 2-operational rubber stamp in purple: 
tho first reading "No :Service," and the 
second, bet ween bars, ''U ndeli vera ble-Return 
to address shown on cover. Onbestellbar­
Stuur terug n~ adres om omslag." 

(2) 1940 letters addressed to such countries 
as Norway, Holland, Belgium, France, Channel 
Islands and Italy came back with such mark-
ings as the folowing : - . 

(a) Rubber stamp, in two lines "Mail Sor­
vic~/ S_uspen~ed," in yiolot or pur{)le. Several 
varwtrns _(di~er~nt sizes ancl styles of type), 
probably 111chcat1vo of nso at ,different places. 

(b) Rubber stamp, ono lino, in violet "Mail 
Services Suspended." 
. (c). _R~1bber stamp, two lines in a rectangular 

box d1v1ded by a horizontal line into two com­
partments "No Service/Return to Sender." (On 
a cover to Jersey-may perhaps be an Enalish 
mark.) In violet. 

0 

(cl) Rubber stamp, in two lines, "Mail Ser­
vice Suspended/ Posdiens Gestaak." Also used 
i.n 1~42 on covers to Far East destinations. 
In v10let or purple. 

(e) Perhaps British markings. On a cover 
addressed to a British soldier in June 1940. 
Hubber stamps in violet. ' 

(a) Cirdo \l'i Lh "Arn1y Post Office" acroi,• 
centre, verLi<.:al lines above and helov. 

(b) Rectangle with two compartmenif 
"U ndeliverod for reasons stated" · 
top one, and "Return to sender" 
low. 

( c) 2 - _line marks "Addressee/ Reported 
Prisoner of War," and "Addressee/ 
Reported Missing." 

(3) 1941, o~ a cover to China. Perhaps not 
a South African mark as the cover has in 
addition to a Union Censor's seal one which 
cloes no~ belong to the Union. Th~ mark is a 
double lined rectangular with two compartments 
and the ,vording ''Service Suspended/ Returned 
to :Sender." In purple. 

(4) . Censor's Seals. Most, but not all of 
such covers as are described above, have been 
opened and closed again by a Censor's seal. 
These are all similar; originally they were 
marke~ U.C. 8, later they were of two sizes, 
approxunately 11 x 4.3 cm. and 9 x 3.8 cm., 
3;nd marke~ U.C. 8 ~arge (Groot) and U.C. 8 
Small (Klem) respectively. They are of white 
paper and have on them, printed in red 
''Union of South Africa/ Opened by/ Censo/ 
U nie van Suid Afrika / Deur Sensor Oopge­
maak." 

At first there was no "tie" of these seals to 
the covers; later they were tied by a rubber 
stamp showing the Union Coat of Arms above 
a letter. The letters appear to be indicative 
of the place of censoring, and details as to 
these may be available at some later date. 

(5) (a) On a co_ver posted in the U:Q.ion to a 
soldier m the Umon, two marks violet rubber 
stamps (a) "Return to sender /Unable to 
t!a~e." (b) No regiment shown." Query? A 
civil P.O., or an Army P.O. mark. 
. (b) On a cover from the Union to a soldier 
111 the E.A.F. Possibly an East African not a 
South African mark. Rubber stamp in violet 
5 lines, "Undelivered owing to-Insufficient/In~ 
correct address-No. Rank Initials N amo and 
full particulars of Unit must be written-o / o 
A.P.8. 

(6) Som~ letters, etc., have arrived from 
overseas with (a) a purple rubber stamp en­
~orsement "pamaged/By Sea Water," or (b) 
!~1 red. and m much smaller type than (a), 

Damaged by .Seawater/ Beskad1g deur See­
water." Presumably the ship carrying these 
s1~ffered throug;h en_emy act10n at sea, but 
without the mails bemg entirely lost. 

(7) For some time paper saving has boon 
eu~onraged by the. use of the s_ame envelope 
twi~e. or oftener either by leavmg space for 
aclcht1o~rn} adclrf'sses or by pasting papf'r ovN" 
tho ongmal address. 'l'his is not permitted, 
ho":ov?r, 0~1 envelopes going outside tho Union . 
If it 1s tned, tho letter comes back with tho 
e11clorseme11;t in a rectangular box ''Contrary 
to Regulations/ In Stryd iµot die Regulasios." 
lf the sender's name and address are not avail­
able on the outside of the envelope, it will have 
been ?pened and re-sealed by the Censor. 

Curiously enough we have seen several twice 
used envelopes which have arrived here from 
both Britain and tho U.S.A. without any post 
office or censor marks at either end. 

J. H. HARVEY rmrn. 
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"Covers the World" 

• RUSSIA 
1944 Stratosphere Heroes (2) .. . 

tl944 Militant Friendship (2) .. . 
t 1944 Turgenev Anniversary (2) 

or the three Sets . . . For 

• BRITISH !EMPIRE 
BECHUANALAND 

S.G. 53 broken P 
Regent No. 89 ... 

BRITISH GUIANA CENT. 
BR. SOMALILAND 1938 
tGREAT BRITAIN P.U.C. £1 ... 
JUBILEE compl. 

tNATAL S.G. 171 vertical pair 

6 9 
3 6 
l 3 

10 6 

£7 0 0 
10 0 

£2 0 0 
£8 0 0 
£2 0 0 

£35 0 0 

pmk 17 July, 1911 ... £25 0 0 

S.W.A. tS.G. 13 hor. pr. £8 0 0 
tS.G. 26 block ... ... £7 lO 0 
tS.G. 27 vert. pr. . .. £17 10 0 
S.G. 2 "Afrika" over 

"South-vVest" block ... £40 0 0 
S.G. 1 ditto pair ... £15 0 0 
S.G. 31 ,, ,, ... £100 0 0 
S.G. 2 double o/p £12 0 0 
S.G. 12 Control Block ... £40 0 0 
S.G. 26 £5 0 6 
S.G. 39 £8 0 0 
S.G. 35 , £6 O O 

SOUTH AFRICA 
26.10.18 p.c. ·•Make Your 
Sixpence Fly'' Blue Wing on 
Red Cross 
1925 Air mint ... 

used 
cover 

£4 10 0 
£2 0 0 
£2 6 0 
£2 10 0 

Postage Extra. 
tindicates used, otherwise mint. 

Offers _subject to being unsold and subject to 
price changes. E. & O.E. 

WE WANT TO BUY-
OLD AND MODERN COLLECTIONS, 
SINGLE RARITIES AND ERRORS, 
DUPLICATES & OFFICE MIXTURES. 

Prompt. Cash on acceptance of Offer. 
WE ALSO WELCOMF. GOOD 

EXCHANGES 

E. M. LACY 
Bankers: Telegrams: Glo bephil. 

Barclays. Telephone: 2-4657. 

( Globe Postage Stamp Company) 
117, Longmarket Street, Capetown. 

COLLECTORS' WANTS 
AND OFFERS 

(,Twopence per word per insertion 
with minimum of 2/- per insertion) 

Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used 
copies wanted. Particularly Edward 
and George. High prices willingly 
paid. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes­
burg. 

Trainsvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarities wanted by 

A. E. Basden, Box 238, Pretoria. 
Collections Wanted to Buy.-Old and 

Modern Collections, Single Rarities 
and Errors, Duplicates and Office 
Mixtures. 
Prompt cash on acceptance of offer: 

E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.), 
1i 7 Longmarket Street, Cape T·own. 

Wanted1
: Transvaal, Natal, Cape, O.F.S., 

Bechuanaland, Gambia, St. Helena, 
Egypt, France. Pickied copies, rari­
ties and varieti,es, also 9,000 items 
for world collection up to 1933 issues. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 
For Service, promptness and satisf.ac­

tion. 
Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Phone 54-1692. 
Mr. E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom, 

offers Blocks of South African Col­
onies and Union, also full range of 
Entires. 

Basutoland: Wanted covers, or stamps 
postmarked in Basutoland before 
1910. 

Harding, Box 108, Ladybrand. 
N.Z. 1944 Health Set on cover for fifty 

assorted S.A. in good condition. 
S. Curtis & Co., Ashhurst, New Zea- · 

land. 
Liberia: Wanted collection, sets or 

single stamps. 
Angus Bennett, Box 733, Cape Town. 
Wanted: S.A. Military Postmarks in 

S.W.A. Stanley Gibbons 18a. and 
46a. Postag,e Due D.2.a.-D.8.B and 
C. 

F. Mattei, 24 Hoofd Street, Braamfon­
t.ein, Johannesburg. 

NORWEGIAN WAR FUNDS. 

"\Ve have been asked to state that in the re­
cent raffle of an envelope with a . set of the 
Norwegian War Stamps and autographed by 
King Haakon, Prince Olaf, General Smuts and 
:\Ir. Churchill, the "draw" was perfornw'.d by 
the Mayor of Johannesburg and the wmner 
of the enve]one WflR ;\fr lH Clnl,M. 
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Postal Markings of 

Field Force 

the N·vasaland 
<I -

1916/1918 

By J. L. OA'l'ES . 

[As a result of my article on tho markings 
of the G.E.A. Campaign, 1914/1818, in the 
February issue bf the South A_f riccm Phila­
telist, the following additional notes have been 
supplied by Mr. J. L. Oates of Cape 'l'own, who 
served in that area for some time. The notes 
should be read in conjunction with tho article 
mentioned; the type numbers (6-9) used for 
the Nyasaland cancellations in that article 
have been retained here. 

Incidentally it may be meptioned that }fr. 
E. Jagger, who supp lied a good deal of the 
i'nformation in my article, writes from 'l'eheran 
that he has just received the 8.A. Philatelist 
contl'l.ining the article. He states that the 
mark illustrated as No. 16 was definitely used 
in Egypt; it was listed as occurring on mail 
from East Africa, but as of uncertain origin 
and not necessarily actually used in East 
Africa.-J. H. Harvey Pirie, Ed., 8.A .. Ph.] 

(1) The Forces which used these stamps were 
under General Northey's Command (Nyasa­
land Field Force, or N.F.F. for short). It 1s 
believed that the stamps were over-printed 
N.F. because of a shortage of Fs in the Gov­
ernment printing department at Zomba where 
the over-printing was done. 

The Force was made up of South African, 
N yasaland and Rhodesian European troops, a 
battalion of Cape Coloured troops from the 
Union and Native regiments, such as tho 
King's African Rifles, the Rhod?sian ~ativo 
Regiment and the North Rhodesian Police. 

(2) Tho first cancelling stamps used ("squ~re<l 
circles"-Typos 6 and 7 in previous article) 
were obtained from the Nyasaland civil postal 
authorities and altered to the wordings re­
corded under those headings. Tyes 8 and 9 
were specially made for the Iheld Force's postal 
service. 

(3) The same number, e.g., No. 1, may be 
found on more than one typo of mark. 'This 
does not mean that tlwre were two "No. l'' 
offiees hnt that No. 1 office had issued to it at 
different times two (or more) ,different can­
cellers, ancl the use of au earlier one was not 
1iect>ssarily ahniys disC'ontilllll'd when a later 
one was received. 

(4) It is difficult to say how many ofiices 
using the cancelling stamps "·ere in operation 
at any one time as the Army I>ost Offices 
changed continually with the movements of the 
troops. It is known, hmvever, that the Base 
Army Post Office was first at Zomba, and to­
wards the end of the ,var ,ms established at 
Lim be near Blantyre.* In addition to these 
two places, A.P .Os were at one time or other 
e&tablished at Fort Johnston, Mtengnla, 

...\Ibamba Bay, Manda (previously Wiedhaven), 
Old Langen berg and M waya-all on the Lake. 
Headquarters, which used dated stamp No. 1 
for most of. the time, was at New Langenberg 
(now Tikuyu) ,during the early stages of the 
campaign, but subsequently moved to other 
places. 

A. P. Os were also est a blishecl at R ung"·e, 
Njombe, Tandala, Lupembe, Malangali and 
Songea. Early in 1916, before the Forces 
crossed the Border into (what was then) G.E.A., 
it is believed these date stamps were used at 
the A.P.Os at Fife and Fort Hill in Northern 
Rhodesia and Northern Nyasalancl respectively. 

[I have a ld. NF cancelled by a rubber stamp 
"RUNGWE" in block capitals 3.5 m.m. high. 
It may be a postmark, but there is no actual 
proof that it is.-Ed.J 

(5) [[t would be very difficult to specify at 
this stage which numbers lvere used at each 
point, as the Force was mobile on account of 
the guerrilla warfare adopted by the enemy. 

Coming to the various types of markings 
already recorded and illustrated, the following 
additional information is culled from used N.F. 
stamps in my possession: -

(6) Type 6. ("squared 
circle" with Nyasaland 
at the top, followed be­
low by F.F. and a 
number. F.F. 5 can 
he added to the Nos. 2 
and 3 already recorded. 
Its date of nse is some­
time in 1916. 

(7) The story of the 
·use of the F.F. 2 mark 
on Portuguese Nyassa 
stamps at iMtengula is 
not quite. correct as re­
corded (foe. cit.); actu­

(6) 

ally, the use of N.F. stamps at Mtengnla was 
objected to by the Portuguese authorities, and 
the procedure agreed upon was that any mem­
ber of the Forces requiring stamps for the pm·­
poso of registering letters or sending parcels 
through the A.P .0. hacl to pnrchaso Portu­
guese Nyassa stamps at the civil post office 
as and when required. Letters franked with 
these stamps vvere then handled by the F.F. 2 
post office just as if they had been franked 
wi tl1 N. F. stamps. There was no bulk over­
printing or cancelling of the Portuguese 
Nyassa stamps with the F.F. 2canceller. In 
the circumstances narrated I doubt -verv much 
whether the figure given of. 207 of each of the 
twelve denominations can be relied on. This 
would mean practic:111.v that everyone buying 
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any. of these stamps bought them in complete 
sets. Whilst I agree that it is quite likely 
that a good many were bought in complete sets 
for use as philatelically interesting, it is very 
improbable that all were so purchased, and 
f'qnally improbable that there is any way of 
knowing just how many of any particnlar ,de­
nomination were used. 

(8) Type 7 ("squared circle," but with 
"F.P.O. No . ... " at the top instead of 
"Nyasalancl.") August 18, 1916, can be noted 
as an earlier date of usage than previously 
given. No addition made to the record of • 
Nos. 1 and 6 as using this type. For registra­
tion purposes No. 1, at all events, ha-cl pink 
labels perforated above and belmY, but not at 
the sides (probably printed, therefore, in strips 
one label wide). These labels sh<rn· a largo 
"R" followed by "N.F.F. l" /NYASALAND," 
and "No." with room for filling jn the numbn 
in M / R, ink or pencil. 

'l'hore may be another of the "squar<'cl 
circle" type, but its 1:ocognition at prese11t -de­
pends on a single indistinct specimen. 'l'lte 
lettering at the top appears to be "F.P.O." 
only; below this in three lines across tho centre 
comes "10 /27 OC /17," then there is something 
short, very indistinct, hut suggeshve of 
"B.C.A."' 

(9) Type 8 (Double circle mark, with F.P .0. 
+'lt top and number at bottom, flanked on either 
side by heavy black chords). No addition to 
Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4 already recorded, but dates 
of usage considerably extended. No. 1, 
28 iSep. '16 to 26 Dec. '18. No. 2 previously 
recorded in violet. It should be noted that 
this usage, on 22 Sep. '16 was not on an N.F. 
stamp but on an ordinar:v 4s. stamp. Accord­
ing to S.G. this stamp (No. 9{5) was only iss1wd 
in 1918, so there appears to be something que0r 
about thjs and the record had better be ignored 
meantime. Usage of No. 3 can be put earlier­
to 5 Oct. '16, and that of No. 4 to 16 Dec. '16. 

(8) (9) 
(10) '1'11pe D. (Doubl0 circle mark, ,,·ith 

"FII~LD POST OFFICE" at top and a plain 
nnmbN· below. No addition to the numbers 
5 7 8 and 9 alreaclv recorded. Dates: No. 7, }IaJ and Aug. '17 ;' No. 8, 28. Jun? '17 to 25 
June '18. Registrations :~t tl11s offie_e are en­
tirelv in M / S blue pencil, no . special labels. 
No. '9 dates a're Apr. '17 to Dec. '18. For 
registration this office hall a rubb0r stan~p 
"A.P.O. ZO}lBA," "·hich h0:s he<;n seen 111 
black and iu o-reen the reg1strat1011 number 
bei1w written below' in indPlible pencil. 

(11) It should be state<1 that dates of usage 
<Yiven are merelv the earhest and latest seen; 
thev are not to '1>0 tak:011 as indicating the full 
per.iocl the particular oHict' \\·as in operation. 

Other points of interest are (a) that ~ .Ji'. 
a!~d ?rd inary. N yas!d~ml .~ta_rnps 

1
,<:,m~ 

1
_~s_ca!~o.g-

stamps can be found cancelled in a civil P .0. 
such as that of Zomba. (c) that after about 
::Way or June '18 the stock· of N.F. stamps 
was running low, at any rate in the main 
office (No. 9, Type 9 at Zomba) and ordinary 
unoverprinted Nyasaland stamps ,vere used. 
On the other hand, specimens of N.F. stamps 
are to be found used in that office as late as 
Dec. '18. There was no restriction as to 
whether the N.F. or ordinary stamps were 
used, and as the outlying A.P.O's were closed 
down so would the A.P .O's nearer the Base 
A.P .O's be replenished. 

(12) There is an interesting little story told 
in connection with the six copies of the 3d. 
stamps with the double overprint, inasmuch 
as they were obtained from tho individual in 
charge of the A.-P.O. in the Mbamha Bay or 
Songea area for a co1wlc of bottles of whisky; 
as there was, naturally, ahvays a shortage of 
this commodity beyond the Lakes the tempta­
tion was too great for this p1-e1:mmably non­
philatelist ! 

MONTHLY 
PHILATELIC 

BULLETIN 
Each month The \Yindsor Stamp Co. pub­

lish THE WINDSOR MONTHLY PHILA­
'l'ELIC BULLE'l'IN, an attracti\·e 12 page 
illustrated list. 

Contents include many offers of interesting 
stamps, including sections for Empire aud 
J,'oreign; New Issues; Stamps for Investment; 
High values ; Specimens ; Accessories; Special 
offers and a l\fontllly Outstanding Bargain. 

No, we are not telling yon any more as we 
wish you to obtain and judge the l\LP.ll. for 
yourself, and, of course, as a subscriber have 
the exclusive offers each mon:th of stamps in 
short supply at reasona!Jle prices. 

Subscription 2s. Gd. for one year's supply of 
12 issues, which please rernit by Dri1isll Postal 
Order. Specimen copy ~M. 

THE WINDSOR STAMP COMPANY 
UCKF~LD SUSSEX ENGLAND 

FALKLAND DEPENDENCIES. 
The demand for these having exhausted the 

first printing, a second printing ,nts released 
by the Crmn1 Agents abont micLAugust. Ac­
cordin~ to Stu 111p Collectinu, the overprints 
throughout an' of a dnlk,r red than those 
,Yhich appenn,cl in tlw first (April) printing. 
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The Editor, 
South African J>hilatel-ist, 

BLUJ,J ,)IAFEKINGS ON LAID PAPKLt 
BATONNK 

Sir,-I regret to find myself stj]l in dis­
agreenwnt with Dr. Freund as to the correct 
designation of the paper on which these stamps 
are printed. 

Melville, in his book "Postage Stamps in 
the Making," Chapter IV, Technical and Phil­
atelic Terms associated ,vith Paper, defines 
laid paper as follows: -"When the ,vire form­
ing the base of the mould (in hand-made paper) 
or covering the dandyroll (in machine-made 
paper) is composed of parallel lines set close 
together, the resultant paper is termed "laid" 
in contradistinction to wove (q.v.). In all cases 
of Za,id JJdpers there are tyin,r1 wires cros­
sinu the ordinary waterl'ines to keep the lines 
level, and these show more prominently than 
the laid lines." (The italies are mine.) 

Sefi defines it thus: "Laid paper is made 
upon a wire cloth com posed of elose parallel 
lines running down the longest way of the 
mould and crossed at m1wh 'Wider intervals by 
cross wires to keep them in place. The re­
sultant paper reproduces very clearly these 
lines·." (Italics again mine.) 

It is clear that Dr. 1'1 reund's definition is in­
accurate and unacceptable, and I doubt if ever 
a "plain laid" paper showing only the close 
parallel lines and no additional lines either 
vertical or otherwise, such as is mentioned in 
paragraph 5 of Dr. Freund's letter was ever 
or could be made. 

Sefi writes about batonne paper: "Another 
variety met with, particularly in older issues, 
is a batonne paper which is watermarked with 
straight parallel lines intended as a guide for 
writing." Melville says "Batonne; a term 
adapted from the French and applied by phil­
atelists to paper rf'sembling the commonly used 
foreign notepaper.'' 

If Dr. Freund has the facilitv for examin­
ing stamps of the 1871 issue ;f Fiji or the 
Poonch issues of 1884-87 he will Ree what is 
meant by the term "batonne." If he is unable 
to exam1ne any of these I shall be glad to lend 
him my copy of Sefi, which contains samples of 
laid, wove and batonne papers. 

The occurrence in the first (trial) printing 
of the laid lines vertical instead of horizontal 
is explained by the paper having been, put into 
the printing frame sideways, that is at right 
angles to the usual way. A similar occurrence 
is the sideways ,vatermark in some of the Cape 
triangulars. 

I am able to make a small addition to Dr. 
Freund's discoverv of the watermark. I have 
ascertained that "OCEANA FINE" watermark 
is one of the registered marks on paper made 
by John Dickinson & Co., who registered the 
mark in 1886 and were probably using it even 
earlier. I enclose a specimen of their paper 
( described by themselves' as "cream laid") with 
this watermark, you will see the laid lines, both 
horizontal and vertical, agree ,Yith those in 
Dr . . Frennd's article and drawing. [This is 
so.-Ecl.] 

You rs faithfully, 
EDWARD :MOSELY. 

BOOKLET PANES. 
A Booklet Pane Society has been organised 

in America, the acting secretary· being Mr. 
Sidney S. Jalkut, 271, ,~fadison Ave., Newi 
York, 16, N.Y., U.S.A. Stamps issued in 
booklet form are far from having been fully 
studied or listed, and 0110 of the Society's first 
efforts is to compile a '\Vorld List of them. We 
have received a first list from them; it is 
pointed out that it is far from complete and 
they would welcome any information, and, 
particularly, specimens for inspection. 

In Africa the list records Egypt, 1 ; Kenya, 
2; Nigeria, 2; S. Nigeria, 1; Union .of S. 
Africa, 7; Algeria, 1; Cameroons, 4; Congo, 17; 
French Morocco, 1; French Guinea, 2; French 
Sudan, 1; German S.W.A., 3; Ivory Coast, 2; 
Madagascar, 6; Mauritania, 4; Senegal, 3; 
'l'unisia, 2; Upper Senegal and Niger:, 1; and 
Fpper Volta, 1. 

'l'he listing in the Union only goes back to 
1933 and, in a personal eommunication, l\lr. 
Jalkut states he is most anxious to get book­
lets of the King's Head series; also anything 
up to six copies of the 3d. and 6d. razor blade 
booklets; 2s. 6d. booklets, both green and blue 
eovers containing only ½d. and ld. stamps; 
similar booklets with l½d. stamps and the early 
large booklets with ½d. and ld. stamps, wide 
margins, both with and without advertise-
ments. · 
1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

F. F. Reunion Mint 48 values at £2 10s. F.F. 

Soma'liland Mint 58 values at £3 15s. Indian lA 

Red Tete-Beche lJS€d at 4s. per pr. or 8s. per 

block. Newfoundland Pl3½ 5o to 48c at 16s. '6d. 

set. N. Rhodesia K.'G.VI ½ to ls. incl. obs. l½d. 

<1nd 2d. at 3is. 6d. per set. B~sutoland id. to 10s. 

used K.G.VI at 27s. 6d. per set. 

Write to: 
J. CHAMBERS, 

52 Parliame:nt Street, 

POR'T ,ELIZABETH. 
11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

SOME BRITISH COLONIAL CHANGES 
Mauritius: The 2c, 10c, 12c and lr ,are 

appearing in appr·oximately the same shades 
but the design appears to be impressed into 
the paper in a way that is unusual in sur­
face printed stamps. 

Gambia: The Hd. and the 2d. hav,e changed 
over colours; fhe former now being grey and 
ultramarine and the latter lake and scarlet. 

Gibraltar: The 2d. is now carmine in place 
of grey. 

Turks and Caicos: 6d. sepia instead of 
purple and ls. olive green in place of brown 
orang;e. 

-Robertson Stamp Co. 
JCELAND 

There was due to be issued on Junie 17, 
coincident with the· proclamation of its com­
plete independence from Denmark, a set of 
six stamps with a portrait of Sigurdss.on, 
who obtained Iceland's first constitution in 
1871. 
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I EARL y EU ROPE I 
1 

By K. CA:M:ERON. :,• 
((Notes given with an exhibit before t 

the Cape Town Philatelic Society.) 
~~-------~ ...... ·--------------...1 

'This exhibit is made because our Hon. Sec­
retary thin'li:s I .have a wonderful collection of 
European stamps. I haven't, as a matter of 
fact, but some time ago I bought an old stuck­
down collection fairly cheaply, and ·what you 
see on the table is largely the outcome. Of 
course, 1 have no intention of collecting ever~· 
country, but I decided that whatever I was 
going to do "·ith the stamps-whether I ,rnuld 
keep them or sell them-I had to sort them out, 
:md her(' is the result, plns a few oddments 
,Yhich I have accumulated from time to time. 
Tn order to keep it "·ithin reasonable limits, 
I have confined it to the first fortv vears of 
stamps-up to the '70's only. · ~ 

Tt is a very mixed lot-good, bad and in­
different-but with one or two exceptions most 
of the European countries which issued stamps 
during the earl~· years are represented. Portu­
gal, Luxemburg and Finland are missing­
perhaps one or two others. 

There are reprints and even a couvle of 
,damaged and repaired stamps-I can imagine 
the highbrow's horror !-but tlwv do give an 
idea of what some of the older· stamps look 
like. The tro11bl0 with these early issues is 
that it is VPry cliffin1!t (all(} very expensive) 
to get perfect copies. I saw the other day that 
a "Hawaiian Missionary" repaired fetched 
about £800. 80 ,vhat about it? Where are 
you going to draw the line? If a repaired 
Hawaiian }lissionar~· is aeceptable, why not a 
Cape Triangular, or even some much less 
famous stamp? Anyhow this subject is too con­
troversial for to-night, but it is one worthy of 
consideration. All I will say is that I lik(' a 
good-looking Rtnmp-repaired or other"·ise­
and to blaz0s "·ith those who onlv think of the 
selling value ! · 

·11uch the sam(' can be said about reprints 
in which the early issues are prolific. · 

Of course there are a few good stamps h('re 
and there-Great Britain, for example. Tlw 
J\Iulready is a sort of family heirloom, it mis 
nddressed to my grandfather in 1840, but un­
fortunately it is not a first-day cover. 

The trouble with showing any sort of collec­
tion is that there is ahyays someone who has 
more and better stamps, a'i1d I know there are· 
members present who could improve on many 
of the countries of which I have shown a selec­
tion. But if we waited for perfection we 
would have very, very few exhibits, and whilst 
the angels fear to tread, I have rushed in. 
Apologies. 

(Concluded from page 120). 
NYASALAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, Mr. C. Stevens; Hon. Secretary, Mr. 
Anson; Meetings, 2nd or 3rd Mondays, Tobacco 
Amction Rooms, Limbe, 5 p.m. 

At the me€ting on 10th July there were 14 members 
present. 

Mr. Milne read notes about the Falkland Islands 
Dependencies stamps. 

Mr. Booth refer'!:ed to the increased market price of 
the Southem Rhodesia l}d. K.G.V (S.G. 16c) and its 
scarcity. Mr. Duff accounted for this by the fact that 
this stamp (per.f. 12) was issleled in booklet form, and 
large numbers therefore did not come readi:ly on the 
market. c.s. 

CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President, W. D. Vallance; Hon. Se<71"epary, S. 

Kaganson, P.O. Box 1973. Cape Town; Meetings, 2!1<1 
and 4th Thursdays of the month at Yorkshire 
Buildings, Strand Street, at 7.30 p.m. 

24th August: Mr. Simenhoff in the chair. The ex­
hibit of the evening, ''Early Europe," was gfven by 
Mr. K. Cameron, and his accompanying notes are pub­
lished elsewhere in this issue. Commander ~1_1och-a 
specialist in the stamps of France-when exammmg the 
display, ma:de the interesting discove"J:y of a retouc_h 
on the 15c bistre of the 1870 issue; to the bast of his 
know ledga this had not previously been noted. in that 
particular denomination. 

Four new members admitted. The evening closed with 
the usual auction. 

Thumday, 14th September: Mr. W. L. As~mead, 
F.R.P.S1.L., exhibited the stamps o.f Iceland. This ex­
hibit which won, the award in the Foreign Section at 
the Pretoria E)diibition in 1931, is undoubtedly the 
finest collection of the stamps of Iceland in this coun­
try, and Cdr. Enoch, speaking on the exhibit, w~nt 
so fa1' as to place it in the world class. Only the mmt 
portion of the collection was shown, but, Mr. Ashmead 
stated that he also had the same in used condition. The 
issues from 1873 depicting the early stamps of Den­
mark were pr:act.ically; complete, and the overprints of 
1897 were well to the fore. The inverted and double 
overprint here was r,Hrticularly interesting. Commem­
oratives were well represented, outstanding among 
these being the 1930 Parliamentary MiJilenary. 

•Other items of interest were the 1931 Zeppelin air 
stamps an'1 the Balbo Tnmsatlantic Mass Flight over-
printSI of 1933. , 

After the usual business of the meeting had been 
concluded, the auction took place, many items being of­
fered ,fo1· Navy League and Red Crnss Funds. 

B.L.C. 

Collectors of REALLY FIN'E BRITISH COLONIAtS 
should get into touch with me AT ONCE 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 
AF'RICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
0n approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected froni at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England 
!!1111 11tt1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111•llll111IIIIJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJllllll1111111111111111111111111••···························--·~· .:.._ 
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EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

President, Mr. A. \Vatf'on: lion. 8Pcretar:tf, 1\Ir. 
s. F. Fowler, P.O. Box 168, East London. JJieetings, 
Colosseum Building, 2nd Fridays, 7 .45 p.m. 

At the September meeting there were 21 members 
and 4 visitors present. . 

After the usual business, a number of items of phila­
telic interest were passed round, . and the president 
then commented on the approaching departure to Dur-
ban of Mr. A. E. Basden. · 

Mr. J. F. Paviour then· favoured the meeting with an­
other of his most interestini:r papers. This one dealt 
with the West Indian Islands, both historically and 
philatelically. 

To supplement his paper, Mr. Paviour displayed a 
portion of his fine collection of the West Indian Col­
onies, a group which has always been one o,f the most 
popular. with collectors. There was a good selection of 
the earlies, followed by practically al!l the more recent 
issues, complete and unused. 

,~r. Fowler, deputising for Mr. Meyer, who was un­
avoidably absent, laid out the latter's collection of 
Holland. This was very fine and complete, whi'le the 
writing, up of the various issues was particularly notice­
able. In the more recent issues, there was included a 
splendid lot of the interrupted perforation varieties, 
which are very elusive. 

The president expressed the thanks and appreciation 
of the meeting to the exhibiting members, after which 
the usual auction was held, most o.f the lots offered 
being disposed of. 

+ T.A.H. 

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL. 

President, A. L. Bevis; Hon. Sec., G. Milner, 
Palmer, P.O. Box 588, Durban; Meetings, 1st and 
::lrd Wednesdays at London Assurance House, :n9 
~mith Street (in the rooms of the Durban Camera 
(;lnb, top floor). 7.30 p.m. 

At our September meeting- we had a record attend­
an<'El of fill members and visitors. 

The secretiuy read a few notes of general interest, 
and alS-O referred to Mr. C. P. Rang's new Perfor­
ation Gauge and several new issues .. 

A competition arranged by Mr. LY11e, which took the 
form of questions in regard to South African stamps, 
then too¾ place, and it was astonishing to learn how 
many little details about the stamps in every day use 
are generally overlooked. Mr. Lyle presented two 
prizes, one for the winner, Mr. R. Stanley Gush, and 
the other 11, hoohy prize. This competition is an in­
novation as far as our Society i!. concerned, and it 
was decided to have another competition at the next 
meeting. 

The exhibit) was the Society's Forgery collection which 
has not been shown for some time. Mr. Percy C. 
Bishop gave a ta:lk on Stamp Forgers: and Fakers and 
their methods. He went right hack td the first Forgers 
and Fakers, and his most interesting talk was listened 
to hy the large audience most intently, 

The auction followed, and this was excellently sup­
ported, good prices being obtained. 

+ G.M.P. 

EAST RAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
Presiclent, Lt. J. A. B. van ""yk; Hon. Secretary­

Treasurer, :rn. N. Rigg, 103 Kemston Avenue, Benoni; 
Jleetings, 3rd Tuesdays, 8 p.m., Hotel Regent, 
Benoni. 

At our annual general meeting the following were 
elected to serve in office: President, Lt. J. A. B. van 
Wyk; vice-president, Mrs. G. Wood; secretary-treasurer, 
E. N. Rigg; Federation delegate, Mr. Shepherd; com­
mittee, Messrs. Gutsche, Gillmore, Suk~je, Bode, Miss 
Gillmore. 

The competition arranged by Mrs. Wood wasi finally 
won hy Lt. van Wyk after a tie with · Miss Gillmo1·e. 
In this competition a, very small portion of the stamp 
was exposed and the country had to be named. Miss 
Gillmore and Lt. van Wyk tied three times before the 
final. 

Exhibits of the Evening 
Mr.· Legator exhibited his collections from the fol­

lowing countries: Somaliland, Ceylon, Cayman Islands, 
Cyprus, Dominica, Gambia, Gibraltar, Grenada, North­
ern Hhodesi~. St. Vincent, Turks and Caic,0s Islands. 
Mr. Rigg exhibited his collection of Sarawak. Both 
these exhibits were mostly in mint condition. 

+ E.N.R. 

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 
President, F. J. I-i. Lang; lion. See1·etary, L. 

Buchen. P.O. Box 4967. Johannesburg; Meetings, 2nd 
and 4th Tuesdays, Public Library, Johannesburg. 
7.45 p.m. 

22nd August: Mr. Schubart tabled a very interesting 
exhibit of the official issues of Australia, and read an 
instructive pape1• on this subject. He pointed out that 
although the stamps are not catalogued anct although 
some of the more recent num~rs are not so highly 
priced, the older items are, in many cases, elusive, to 
the extent of being unprooural,,le or obtainable only 
after considerable search. 

Stamps \vere auctioned and as a result our war funds 
benefited to the extent' of approximately £7. 

12th September: This was our regular monthly meet­
ing, when Mr. Lang was in the chair. One new mem­
ber was elected. Notes of the month were read by 
Mr. F. E. Ingham. 

Mr. Lang announced that our society had decided to 
hold a stamp exhibition at the "Speed the Victory 
Fair" to be held at the Zoo Lake grounds from Novem­
ber 25 to December 2 .. All members having suitable 
material for display at this exhibit were requested to 
assist the committee by contributing such material. 
,\!so, as it is intended to sell stamps at this exhibition, 
to increase our war funds, members were especially 
requested to get busy right away to get material ready 
for sale at this exhibition. The society hopes to raise 
at least £1,000 through admission fees and sales1 at our 
exhibit, and if all members, both resident and country, 
-..vill co-operate, this c-ommendable objective will be 
achieved.· 

The exhibit of the evening comprised a very fine 
collection o:f' stamps of the Belgian Congo_ tabled by Mr. 
\V. M. Glover. The stamps in this exhibit were accom­
panied by inter~sting photographs of lif~ in this terri­
tory. But, probably the 'most outstanding feature of 
the whole exhibit was the detailed way in which the 
stamps were written up, including notes on the designs 
as weH as the quantities printed of most of the values 
exhibited. The collection covered the period from 1886 
up to the present, among which were the Deluxe 
Miniature Shf'et Blocks. Mr. L. Buchen expressed the 
thanks .of the society to Mr. Glover for . his excelle11t 
exhibit. 

War funds benefited from auctions and raffles to an 
amount of £15. 

The Pretoria Society visits us on 10th October and we 
expect a bnmper house. 

+ H.E.B. 

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President, Mr. Ferguson; Hon. Secretary, H. A. 

Wager, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mon­
days, 8 p,m., TPehniral College. 

4th September: Mr. Ferguson in the crair. Mr. Hawke 
reviewed a new publication-Stamps of the British 
Emph'e.; 

Mr. Konya read a short story by a Czechoslo:vakian 
author-n'icely translated into English-on a philateHc 
episode. The author, as a boy, had a treasured col­
lection of stamps. This was apparently stoien from 
him by a boy friend and this changed the whole trend 
of his life making him morose, unpopular and self­
centred. Th·e discovery of the collection in his later life 
came too late to make any alteration in his life, al­
though it did make him return to the ranks of philately. 

18th September: Mr. Ferguson in the chair. Dr. 
Broom gave a very instructive talk on Transvaal 
stamps. With the aid of the two original dies of the 
Transvaal stamps, lm-.ned from the Museum, he demon­
strated how the plating of the stamps could be obtained. 
He showed several sheets of the stamps with the plat­
ing arrangement more or less complete. He also pointed 
out how painstaking research had brought to light 
many more permanent varieties than had ever been 
recorded, and he stressed the great rarity of many of 
them in comparison with the rarity of many other 
1>hilatelic items. Dr. Broom's talk and exhibit were very 
much appreciated. 

H.A.W. 
(Continued on page 119) 
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Transporting coal • 
IS a 

burning q U e S t i O n ... . ,BECAUSE 

WITHOUT COAL THERE WOULD BE NO INDUSTRY 
Coal is essential for the great 
industries where iron is smelted, 
converted into steel, into battle­
ships and merchantmen, into 

tanks and guns, tractors and 
agricultural implements. Coal is 
needed for power and refrigera~ 
tion plants.for drugs and plastic~: 

WITHOUT TRANSP·ORT THERE WOULD BE NO COAL 
Every ton of coal needed must 
be transported from pithead by 
rail. When emergency demands 
for coal are made, all available 
resources of locomotives, trucks 
and men, already limited, have 
to be mobilised to take heavy 

t, ,. 

''.1 fi. 
new burdens without curtdiling 

the essential coal supplie; fo~ 

power stations and industries 

and homes-this when national 
transport demands on the 
Railways are at their peak. 

Appreciation and understanding by industrial 
and private users of the difficulties of trans­
porting coal in war ti me will help the Railways 
in the performance of a national service. 

There is coal to burn because-
THE RAILWAYS DELIVER THE GOODS 

South African Railways 
I 

,I 

iii. 

¼ Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News Agency, 
~ Ltd., Johannesburg~ Printed by Magazine Pnas (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, Johannesburg 
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Confident 
when 

Buying and Selling 
This very grateful tribute to the quality of the 

service provided by Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auctions 
is but one of the many hundreds of compliments that we 
receive each season. 

The success of Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auctions 
is the fruit of more than 50 years' consistent effort to 
provide a perfect service and complete satisfaction for 
Vendor and for Buyer. 

Every feature of every sale at Harmer's of Bond 
Street is handled by experts-men whose wide experience 
enables them to reveal those little extra points of a stamp 
that enable the distant Buyer to bid confidently and in 
complete security, and ensure for the Vendor a fair price 
for his stamps. 

That is why almost all the great collections are placed 
with Harmer's of Bond Street for dispersal-why more than 
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 600 in the United 
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond 
Street Stamp Auctions-why Harmer's have a larger turn­
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer. 

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of 
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues. 
Our brochure "Selling Stamps at Auction" also is free to 
prospective Vendors. 

H. R. HARMER 
The World'$ Leading Stamp Auctioneer 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS. 
39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1, 

ENGLAND. 

Cables: "HARMER'S BOND STREET LONDON." 
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UNION NOTES. 
Air Mail Developments. 

As foreshadowed in our September issue, a 
civilian air-letter service was introduced as from 
Monday, 2nd October to the United Kingdom, 
Eire Empire countries in Africa, Asia, Australia, 
New' Zealand and the 'Western Pacific. As that 
day was a public holiday and the ~ir-letter cards 
not available for purchase, the effective start of the 
service may be put at 3rd October. . 

The service is by air throughout and special 
light weight forms have been print~d, obtainable at 
all post offices at 6d. each. These air-letter cards or 
forms are similar in size and shape to the "Active 
Service " 3d. cards for the Forces (this service con­
tinues undisturbed) ; they are printed in blue and 
there are two stamps, each of 3d. denomination, 
one in English and one in Afrikaans, of the " War 
Effort " design. This keeps to blue as the colour 
for the 3d. value. Most cards show a serial number, 
printed vertically, on the inside, but it does not 
appear to be present in all specimens. 

Concurrently with the introduction of this service 
the fee for civilian airgraph messages has been 
reduced from 8d. to 3d. 

Special Christmas and New Year Greetings Air­
graphs are on sale at 3d. each. They must be ha1:1d­
ed in by the end of this month. They are attr~ctrve 
forms with Springboks, V's and holly learns m the 
border "Christmas and New Year Greetings from 
South Africa" at the top, then a space for writing, 
and the bottom right corner has the following "God 
bless thy year, giving you Strength for the Strife, 
Peace for the Pathway, \Visdom for the \Vork, 
Friends for the Fireside, Love to the Last." 

Id. Bantams with Purple Marginal Imprints. 
As noted also in September the bantam Id. 

appeared with the marginal imprint in ~urple, ~he 
colour of the 2d. stamp. The general 1mpress1011 
held by collectors was that this had been done to 
make the advertising of Loan Certificates more 
effective, through the colour contrast._ 

1 Since then the 4d. has been seen with a purp.e 
marginal imprint. · 

On enquiry being made to the Government 
Printer, he has been good enough to state th~t. the 
reason for the change was due to war cond1t10ns 
and that he had to resort to using the colour he 
had most of in stock to finish the particular order 
in hand. He adds, however, that as soon as con-

ditions become normal more contrasting colours will 
be used regularly. 

Another change noted in the marginal imprints of 
the 2d. denomination is that at top and bottom the 
Afrikaans advt. is now opposite the Afrikaans stamp 
and the English one opposite the English stamp ; 
formerly the English advt. came opposite the 
Afrikaans stamp and vice versa. Similar changes 
may be expected in the Id., 3d. and 6d. denomina­
tions ; the others are as the 2d. now is-it all 
depended on whether the sheet started with an 
Afrikaans or an English stamp. 

It has been reported from Cape Town that a sheet 
of the Id. denomination. has been found without 
rouletting. 
New ½d. "Officials" 

The "Officiafs" overprinted from a new forme, 
which were chronicled in our September issue, are 
now obtainable. The words are rather shorter than 
before "Official" being 14 rn.m. long and "Offisieel" 
15. They are IO m.m. apart. They can easily be 
recognised without measurements, however, as 
"Official" is on the left reading upwards and 
Offisieel" on the right reading downwards and its 
second "E" for the first time in these overprints, 
correctly receives the two little dots over it. 

S.W.A. 
It is reported from Windhoek that a sheet of the 

I/- Bantams with the small letters overprint has 
the overprint inverted. Three quarters of the sheet 
had been used up for postage before the error was 
spotted. 

A BOUQUET. 
A corporal in the S.A. Armoured Brigade in Italy 

writes : " The receipt and reading of your paper is 
something I would not like to miss. \Vhen oppor­
tunity offers I do quite a lot of collecting and 
exchanging with the local people. There have been 
vast issues of European stamps in the last four 
years and if I can help you with information I shall 
be pleased to do so." ,v e hope to get some philatelic 
news from him in future. 

"MONTE CASSINO " OVERPRINT VARIETY. 
Stamp Collecting reports a variety in the 55 gr. 

Polish sea-post stamp of 1941 overprinted. "Monte 
Cassino/18.v.1944." The stop after 18 is missing 
and it occurs only on the last stamp in the third 
row of the sheet. The variety has not been found 
in the two other denominations overprinted from 
the same setting, the 45 gr. and the 80 gr. 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

122 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. November, 1944. 

IN AND OUT OF 
VRYBURG 

By J. Ii. HARVEY PIBIE 

and 

A. A. JURGENS 

Vryburg stamps and postmarks of 1899-1900 have 
already figured in the Sowth African Philatelist in 
articles by S. G. Rich and one of us (A.A.J.) (see 
Vol. 18, 1942, pp. 76, 88 and 127, and Vol. 19, 1943, 
pp. 31, 34 and 38), whilst the former writer ha:,; 
more recently summari:,;ed his views in a chapter 
of his book "Philately of the Anglo-Boer \Var" 
with the title which we have borrowed for this 
article. 

In a comment on the articles in the South African 
Philatelist, one of us (J.H.H.P.) stated that what 
was now wanted was to get together as much 
Vryburg material as possible, study it carefully, 
try to sift the wheat from the chaff and so arrive 
at some sort of finality as to the genuine and the 
fakes, as regards both stamps and postmarks. 

The present writers have in the meantime been 
able to accumulate or to see a fair amount of 
a.dditional material and they have gotten together 
and studied it. We do not claim that we have yet 
necessarily reached finality, but, on the material 
available, we have come to certain conclusions, all 
of which are not in keeping with what we and 
others have hitherto accepted. In the circum­
stances we have thought it as well to give the results 
of our study publicity, as being at any rate another 
step onwards to.wards the whole truth. 

I. Date of Occupation by the Boer Forces and of 
the issue of the Z.A.R. Overprints. 

The date of occupation is stated in Rich's book 
to have been on or about 24th November, 1899, 
more than a month after Kimberley and Mafeking 
became besieged. At first sight this would appear 
to be a reason~ble assumption, based on the facts 
(a) that the earliest known cancelled Z.A.R. over­
prints are dated 24th November, and (b) on informa­
tion given in the well-known Z.A.R. Extraordinary 
Postal Circular No. 80 i:,;suecl at Pretoria on 2!Jth 
November, 1899. Tran:,;lations of this circular have 
been published in several philatelic papers, of which 
we need only mention here the " Transactions of 
tho Pretoria Philatelic Society" for 1931, p. 37. 
The point in this circular that immediately concerns 
us is the statement that a postal service had been 
established between Vryburg and Schweizer Reneko 
since 25th November, 1899. 

Looking for confirmation of the assumption that 
the occupation took place " on or about 24th 
November" we turned to the Briti:,;h Official' 
History of the \Var. This does not give the actml 
date, but it states that the Cape Police who hal 
been drafted before the outbreak of war to ro-inforc. 
places on tho line between Kimberley and Mafeking 
were all withdrawn to Kimberley to strengthen th 
garrison there by 22nd October. There was, there 
fore, no force which could have opposed occupation~ 

after that date. This portion of the Official History 
also gives the interesting piece of information that 
the portion of Cape Colony lying along the western 
border of the Transvaal was annexed to the Z.A.R. 
by official proclamation. (It may be remembered 
that a similar thing occurred to the portion of Cape 
Colony lying just south of the Orange River ; this 
was officially annexed by the Orange Free State.) 
Presumably such annexation gave the overprinted 
Vryburg stamps a more official status than they 
might otherwise have had. Possibly annexation 
also exempted local inhabitants wishing to join the 
Boer forces from being technically regarded by the 
British as rebels; the Official History states that 
many of them were conscripted by the Boers and 
that, if they did not join up willingly, they were 
carted off to some other area. 

\Ve put the date of the occupation of Vryburg 
as 25th October, 1899. Our reason for so doing is 
the information given us by Dr. T. S. Leask, of 
\Volmaransstad, with whom we have recently been 
in communication over the local issue in that town 
of June, 1900. The firm he ,vas connected with had 
a branch store in Vryburg and he has sent us an 
envelope sent from Vryburg to \Volmaransstad on 
25th October, with the statement that it was postecl 
on the day of the occupation of Vryburg by the 
Boers. 

This cover is franked with a mixture of Cape and 
Transvaal stamps. The postmark is the one with a 
square dot at the bottom and traces of lines on 
either side of the dot (see Fig. 2) supposed to be 
remnants of the letters BB chipped out by the 
Boers. This mark is dealt with later on. The date 
on the postmark is 25 OC 99 and the cover is back­
stamped Wolniaransstacl 30 OCT 99. 

The presence of Transvaal stamps on this cover 
indicates that at any rate some stamps were taken 
in by the occupying force. In the South African 
Philatelist of August, 1942, one of us (A.A.J.) stated 
that they had stamps, but preferred to use the 
overprinted Cape ones. A shortage may have 
occurred, however, between 25th October and 
24th November. In other invaded areas there does 
not seem to have been the same shortage, even in 
the very early days of the invasion. The Z.A.R. 
Postal Circular mentioned_ previom;ly states that 
Cape Colony stamps had been overprinted " because 
of the lack of our postage stamps '' and goes on to 
:,;ay "stamps of this state are already sent thither 
and the use of the temporary postage stamps must 
be stopped." 

\Ve have not been able to glean any information 
as to tho actual date of issue of the Cape stamps 
overprintecl Z.A.R., nor do we know anything 
furthor as to postal arrangements between Vryburg 
and the outside during the period 25th October-
25th November, 1899. 

The generally accepted dates of usage for thm;e 
Z.A.R. overprints are only from 24th November to 
29th November (both inclusive) .. If these aro the 
rnal limits and if 24th November be regarded as the 
day of issue, then it occurs to us as distinctly curious 
that there was time for the news of the issue to 
have reachocl Pretoria so that the circular stopping 
their use should be in print on 29th November, and 
also that their use sho11ld have stopped so exactly 
on that very date. Of course, thern may have been 
telegraphic communication available and the matter 
may have been considered as of sufficient importance 
to have had the necessary information sent both 
ways by wire. 
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There was actually i:;omo usage of the overprin,ted 
stamps after 29th November; Rich, for example, 
report::; a ½d,, apparently genuine in every respect, 
used at Vryburg on 16th December, 1899. This 
can be accounted for. 

In an article in Gibbons' Monthly Journal, March, 
1902, p. 189, E. Tamsen has an article in which he 
states that when the P.M.G. stopped the use of the 
issi.10 he ordered the remainders to be sent to 
Pretoria, where they were sold to a collector at 
face value. 

Commenting on thii:; article in the May issue of 
the same Journal, A. Sonn states, from a reply given 
by the P.M.G. to an enquiry made by the Philatelic 
Society of Johannesburg, that the remainders were 
not all sold-Mr. Van Alphen, the P.M.G., surprised 
i,ome of his philatelic friends by sending them some 
of the stamps as a presen,t. Mr. Soun states further 
that the P .M.G. gave the ruling that, although he 
had stopped the sale of the stamps at Vryburg, they 
must be regarded as a definite Transvaal issue as 
the money paid for them had gone into the Transvaa l 
Post Office, and the stamps were still valid for use 
anywhere in the Transvaal. Some were actually 
used in Johannesburg as well as in Vryburg after 
the date of their sale in the latter place having been 
stopped. 
2. The Stamps which were Overprinted. 

Rich is of opinion that the genuine Vryburgs are all 
definitely pale tints or shades (especially so as 
regards the 2½d.) and that any overprint on a dark 
::;hade should be looked at askance straight away. 
The overprint and/or the postmark will probably 
give a final decision. One of us (A.A.J.) is in doubt 
as to the correctness of all the genuine stamps being 
of pale shades, but we do not feel that we have yet 
seen sufficient material to give a definite opinion. 

3. The Quantities Overprinted. 
The official Postal Circular No. 80 previously 

referred vo puts the quantities as id, and Id., 
2,400 each; 2d., 1,440 and 2½d., 480. This cannot 
be definitely controverted, but doubts have been 
expressed as to the correctness of the figure for the 
2d. on 6d. Rich, at the present day, says it seems 
to be the most difficult of the group to find ; 
Tamsen, in his article mentioned above, puts the 
figure for the 2d. as 480 or(?) 1,440, while A. Sonn 
in his comment also puts it at 480. 
4. The Overprints. 

(a) Genuine. 
\Vo had hoped to be able to study large mint 

blocks (amounting practically to complete panes of 
each value) of these stamps which recently came 
to light in Cape Town. They are now in the posossion 
of a well-known collector and we have been promised 
an opportunity to see them. Unfortunately, he is 
at present seriously ill and this study must wait a 
bit. From these blocks we hope it will be possible 
to put on record the characteristics of tho genuine 
overprints with certainty, also to place the position 
of such known varieties as the italic Z, the wide 
spacings and the I for 1. 

(b) Forged. 
Rich gives the following features as characteristic 

of the counterfeits:-
" On all cotmterfoits tlm::; far seen or pictured, 

the top bar of the Z is so long that it overlaps 
visibly to the left of the left end of the lower bar 
of the same letter. 

On the ½d. : noticeably narrow 2 in ½ with ball 
tip of 2 not extending to left of end of foot of the 

figure ; left-hand vertical stroke of N shows a 
noticeable slant. 

On the Id. : Final E of PENCE is oversized or 
raised ; heavy part of tail of R is not curved on 
either edge. (In genuine, one side is curved and 
the other angled, or both curved, in copies in tho 
author's collection). 

On the 2d. on 6d.: Numeral 2 has definitely 
visible slanting serif at right end of foot. (In 
genuine, it is vertical and usually very faint.) 

On the 2½d. : 2 of ½, same features as on tho 
id, ; first E of PENCE is smaller than other letters. 
A second forgery has distorted letters with a slight 
slant and the letter R with a short, fat tail; E's 
almost square with very conspicuous serifs." 

We have been able to study two lots of forgeries, 
each lot consisting of a set of the four denominations. 
One of these lots came from the' forgery collection 
of the Philatelic Society of Johannesburg, tho other 
belonged to Mr. H. Courlander, of East London. 

In both lots the overprint on the 2d. on lid. agreed 
with tho description given by Rich; one of them 
was on a stamp of light shade, the other o:n a dark 
shade. On the other denominations the overprint::;, 
although agreeing closely between themselves, 
differed from those described by Rich. H ere follow 
their characteristics :-

On the ½cl. : The upper bar of the Z i::; noticeably 
shorter than the lower bar and the serif is slightly 
slanting, reminiscent of the italic Z variety although 
not so strikingly slanting as in it. The 2 of ½ is 
definitely larger than in the genuine. 

On the Id. : On one specimen all figures and 
letters are rather thicker and heavier than in the 
genuine, on the other only the figure 1 is noticeably 
heavy. More distinct differences, seen in both, are 
that the top bar of the Z is shorter, the space between 
the two ends of the C is wider, and the top half of 
the R projects more to the right and encloses a 
bigger area than in the genuine. 

On the 2½d.: The ball tip of the large 2 does not 
extend to the left of the end of the figure ; the 2 of 
½ is smaller than in the genuine and, most obviously, 
the½ is" on the line" with 2 and PENCE whereas 
in the genuine it is "below the line." The top bar 
of the Z overlaps the bottom bar to the left, but 
only just by a trifle, not as markedly as on tho 
2d. One of the stamps is a pale shade, one a dark, 

It seems, therefore, as if, except in the case of the 
2d. on 6d., there were at least two (and, in the case 
of the 2½d., . perhaps three) different types of forged 
overprints. 
5. Genuine VRYBURG Postmarks. 

From our own examinations and from published 
descriptions we are satisfied that all Z.A.R. over -
printed stamps genuinely cancelled in Vryburg 
show one and the same type of postmark (see 
Figs. 1-4). This mark is the one :figured by Rich 
in his illustrations 2-1, 2-2 and 2-4. It is a 22½ mm. 

Fig. l Fig. 2 
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single circle with VRYBURG running round the 
top and the date in two lines in the centre, e.g., 
28 NO/99. At the bottom is a large square dot and 
level with it on either side there may be what look 
like definite dashes ; those dashes, however, may 
be fragmentary on one or other side or on both 
sides, or may be lacking entirely on one or othe.1 
side or on both side:,;. How much of them shows 
up would appear to depend on how heavily the 
cancelling was done and on whether the pres:,;ure 
was evenly applied or not. 

About this postmark there has grown up what 
we now regard as a myth, viz., that the da:,;hes, or 
fragments thereof, repre::;ert the remains of the 
bottom bars of the letters BB (standing for British 
Bechuanaland) chipped out by the Boers on their 
occupation of Vryburg and annexation of the 
surrounding territoey. 

(to be continued). 

E. BLUM 
P.O. BOX 1669 OAPE TOWN 

recommends his services to Dealers and Oollectors 

alike !or Se1ling and Buying stamJJs from all 

countries. Price List now, ready and can be sent 

to aJJJJlicants free on demand. Collections and 
Accumulations bought for spot cash, Highest 

JJrices pa.id, Established in South Africa since 
1930. First class references. 

BRAZIL-Y.M.C.A. COMMEMORATIVE. 
On 7th June a stamp was put into circulation to 

commemorate the centenary of the Young Men's 
Christian Association (Associacao Crista de Moros). 
On the upper part of the stamp, inscribed on a 
white square, there is the emblem of the Young 
Men's Christian Association in colours: blue, red 
and yellow. The legends are all in white. On the 
top of the stamp we can read: "BRASIL­
CORREIO " ; on the emblem-in a circle­
" AFRICA - AMERICA - EUROPA - ASIA -
OCEANIA." On tho triangle "ALMA-CORPO-
1\IENTE" (Sout-Body-Mind). Under the emblem, 
n four lines," 1844-1944" "CENTENARIO DA 

ASSOCIACAO CRISTA DE MOCOS " and on the 
base of the stamp, the value " Ctvs 40." 

Stamp lithographed at the Mint on gummed 
paper with guarantee fibre '(wool) "Pirai," auto­
matic jagged. Quantity : 1,000,000, in sheet of 70. 

DE GAULLE. 
THE PROVISIONAL ISSUES OF FRENCH 

EQUATORIAL AFRICA. 

The information given by Mr. A. Lichtenstein in 
the July-September issues of the South African 
Philatelist prompts me to make the following notes, 
based on my own collection. 

The study of theoo interesting overprints is more 
complicated than would appear at first sight, as a 
number of important data are still lacking as to 
the dates of issues, their quantities, relative rariety 
of some of black versus red overprints ; the spacings 
on the low values ; inverted, double overprints ; 
broken or missing letters, etc., and it may be some 
time before these points are cleared up. 

All that can be said at the moment is that exact 
information is wanting in a number of cases and 
that what is now known is not yet a hundred per 
cent. accurate. Careful examination of these over­
prints may bring to light further new and interesting 
finds. 

There are some stamps that have not been listed 
by Mr. Lichtenstein and might be added to his very 
good list: · 

There is a stamp No. 42 of his list, with a small 
+ 35c.. in red. 

Also there exist 100 double overprints on the 
75c. No. 44 of his list. I have a used copy (post­
marked 24th October, 1!)40, at Brazzaville. 

Likewise, there is· an inverted overprint on the 
65c. (No. 42) not listed. I have a used copy in my 
collection. 

It is alBo a pity that so little is known of the 
concurrent overprints on the stamps of t,he 
Cameroons, which seem to have quite a number of 
errors ; perhaps someone could give some informa­
tion about these. They are in some cases very rare 
owing to loss by enemy action and by other causes. 

Most of the stamps of both French Equatorial 
Africa and of the Cameroons are scarce and difficult 
to get, and are for the most part expensive items .. 
They Beem to have an interesting future before them 
because the quantities printed are for the most part 
quite small. 

T. H. TREVES BARBER. 

i!]11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111r11111111111111111111111111111111[;J 

Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIALS 
should get into touch with me AT ON(E 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 
AF'RICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
0n approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England 
I2'.)11u1111111111u1111un,uu1111111111111111111111111u1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 1111111110 
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COLLECTORS' WANTS AND OFFERS 
(1Twopence per word per insertion with minimum of 2/- per ins-ertion) 

Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used 
copies wanted. .Particularly Edward 
and Georg,e. High prices willingly 
paid. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes­
burg. 

Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F .S. 
covers and rarities wanted by 

A. E. Basden, Killarney, Brickhill Road, 
Durban. 

Collections Wanted to Buy.-Old and 
Modern Collections, Single Rarities 
and Errors, Duplicates and Office 
Mixtures. 
Prompt cash on acceptance of· offer: 

E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.), 
117 Longmarket Street, Cape T·own. 

Wanted1
: T(ansvaal, Natal, Cape, O.F.S., 

Bechuanaland, Gambia, St. Helena, 
Egypt, France. Pickied copies, rari­
ties and varieti-es, also 9,000 items 
for world collection up to 1933 issues. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 
For Service, promptness and satisfac­

tion. 
Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Phone 54-1692. 
Mr. E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom, 

offers Blocks of South African Col­
onies and Union, also full range of 
Entires. 

Basutoland: Wanted covers, or stamps 
postmarked in Basutoland before 
1910. 

Harding, Box 108, Ladybrand. 

EIRE. 
A new 2½d. stamp was issued on 29th August, 

bearing a portrait of Bro. Edmund Ignatius Rice, 
born in 1762, founder and first Superior General of 
the Community of the Irish Christian Brothers, 
who devoted themselves to the education of youth. 
Their work later spread beyond Ireland, including 
a college opened in Kimberley in 1897. 

The stamp is to remain on sale till February, 1945. 

KENYA PERFORATIONS. 
"Mr. J. V. Jensen (Nakuru) reports the following 

hitherto unrecorded perforations of the 5s. value :-
1938, 13½ x 13; 1944, 13 x 13½. In the former, only 
the le. and 30c. are listed; and in the latter, only 
the 50c. and ls. That the 5s. should exist in both 
is quite possible, but in view of the hunt for these 
things it is surprising that one should have escaped 
detection since 1938. Can anyone confirm these 
5s. varieties ? '' 

-The Philatelic Magazine. 

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS 

Want.e.d low priced South African 
material up to 10,000 each. Offers to: 

"Stamps," Box 1102, Salisbury. 
N.Z. 1944 Health Set on cover for fifty 

assorted S.A. in good condition. 
S. Curtis & Co., Ashhurst, New Zea­

land. 
Liberia: Wanted collection, sets or 

single stamps. 
Angus Bennett, Box 733, Cape Town. 
\VANTED : f;tamps of whole world from 

residents British Empira only. By cata!ogue 
or stamp for stamp. Docs not send first. 

Mr. W . • T. Mills, Flat One, 160 Sa]ors Bay 
Road, Northbridge, N.S ·w, Australia. 

Wante.d: S.A. Military Postmarks in 
S.W.A. Stanley Gibbons 18a. and 
46a. Postage Due D.2.a.-D.8.B and 
C. 

F. Mattei, 24 Hoofd Street, Braamfon­
tein, Johannesburg. 

Wanted to exchange stamps of whole 
Africa, used or mint. 

P. Eichler, Omaruru, S.W.A. -----Errors of Matabeleland Jubilee issue for 
sale. Write stating requirements and 

prices to: 
"Stamps," Box 1102, Salisbury_. ___ _ 
Asce:nsion & St. Helena. Private Collec-

tor wants all issues except George VI. 
J. A. May, Box 78. Cape Town. 
FOR SALE: Swaziland Stamps K.G. VI. 

½d, to 10/- mint 23/6 used 27 /6. Cash w:th 
order. 

F. Stein, P.O. Hlat:Irnlu, Swaziland. 

NORTHERN RHODESIA. 

A " TICK BIRD " VARIETY. 

A correspondent from Livingstone has produced 
a new stamp for " zoological " collectors, even if 
it be in the form of a minor printing flaw. This 
flaw is a constant one on all sheets of the 1 ½cl. on 
sale there at present, and occurs on the fin;t stamp 
of the seventh row. 

It takes the form ot a small mark on the rump 
of the baby elephant, which might very well pass 
for a tick-bird seated there on itR lawful occaRions. 

IIIIIKlllllllllllllllllll1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111BI• 
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FALKLAND DEPENDENCIES 

These are in tlie limelight with the recent 
issue for them of overprinted Falkland 
Island stamps. In the latest number ,of "The 
Stamp Lover," B. S. H. Grant, a well-known 
specialist in Falkland Islands, gives a list 
of items which should go to the formation 
of a specialised Dependencies section. Here 
it is; many of them, it may be said, are 
very hard to g,et: 

(a) Q.V. or K.E. stamps with a little under­
print "South Georgia" below each stamp, or 
occasionally on the stamps. On all values 
from the 1891 to 1912 issues. 

(b) The ordinary South Georgia circular 
date stamp in use from 1910 on all Falkland 
issues. , . i _1 

(c) German South Polar Expedition c,overs 
or cards bearing Falkland Island stamps in 
1911-12. Their fairly extensive use resulted 
in-

(d) Circular South Georgia cancellation and 
rubber hand-stamped "ld." or "2~d." "Paid 
South Georgia" and initials "E.B.B." in lieu 
of stamps, the supply having run out. Octo­
ber, 1911, to January, 1912. 

(e) The 2M. blue Georgian stamp bis,ected 
diagonally in March, 1923, and each half 
used as ld. bearing South Georgia postmark. 
Authorised by acting magistrate, although 
not by postmaster, Port Stanley. 

(f) ld. scarlet on thick paper- with water-
mark reversed, used only in South Georgia 
August, 1923. 

(g) The war stamps of 1918-21 used in 
South Georgia; varieties of type as for 
Falklands· proper. 

(h) February, 1928. Pr,ovisional 2~d. on 
2d. purple us,ed solely in South Georgia. 

(i) South Shetlands. ~d. and ld. stamps 
vertically hand-stamped "Port Foster." Rare 
but legitimately authorised for use for a few 
Jnonths in the season 1912-13. Liable to he 
iorged and ,other values with this overprint 
ar,e probably souvenirs made at Port Stanley. 

(j) Deception Island, South Shetlands. 
Large oval rubber cancellation with date in 
centr,e. 

(k) 1924-31 ordinary circular South Shet­
lands date stamp. Discontinued owing to 
restricted 'whaling operations. 

(1) 1932. South Georgia postmark with 
year shown simply as "2" owing to delay in 
arrival of the niew date stamp. 

(To these, we think, should be added the 
Arg,entine stamps and special postmarks used 
in the South Orkneys in 1904 and again in 
1942-44. Whatever views we may hold as to 
their legitimacy, they were actually used. 
An excellent illustrati.on of a 1944 cover is 
given in the June 30 numher of the "Phila­
telic Magazine."-Ed.) 

ITALIAN EAST AFRICA 

UNISSUED AIRMAIL STAMPS 

Mr. L. Cahen, of Marlow, has submitted a 
corner block of four stamps.· which he re­
ceived from a friend in South Africa. The 
block shown to us is imperforate, ungummed 
and printed in deep green, but it is under;.. 
stood that imp11essions exist also in red, and 
with rouletting between the stamps. The 
design shows an airplane in flight over a 
map ,of East Africa, and is reminisc,ent of 
the Madagascar airmail type of 1935-38. 

Our correspondent writes: " They were 
actually the last stamps to be printed by the 
Italians in Addis Ababa and appa.rently they 
were never issued. 

"Colonel Kruger, who is head of the Gov­
ernment Printing Works in South Africa, was 
sent to Addis Ababa .as soon as it was taken, 
and he there took over the Italian printing 
works and reorganised them for the new 
government. 

" He found these stamps at the works and 
my friend in South Africa has sent them on 
to me•. My fri,end received them straight 
from Colonel Kruger." 

No fac.e value appears on the stamps, but 
the inscriptions are as follows: (At top) 
"Buono Posta Aerea ( Good for Airmail 
Postage); ( at foot) "Lettere Dirette in 
A.O.I. Aprile 1941-XIX" (Letters addressed 
in Italian East Africa April 1941 .the 19th 
year of Fascism). The inscription at the foot 
of the red stamps is slightly different. 

-The Stamp Lover. 

WHAT IS THE EARLIEST HANDSTAMPED 
POSTAL MARKING ? 

Under this title Dr. Carroll Chase has an interest­
ing article in the July issue of The American 
Philatelist. Alternatively it might have said "lVho 
first invented stamps?"; these marks were 
originally called " stamps," although that word 
has now gradually come to ha Ye, generally speaking, 
a different significance. 

Claims have been put forward for Britain, 
Holland and France. Dr. Chase's notes are unfor­
tunately all in France and not (at the time of writing) 
available, but he is pretty sure that the French 
claim considerably ante-dates the others. 

The first British marks are those of the Dockwra 
private penny post introduced in 1680. His recol­
lection of the Dutch claims is that they are of 
almost the same date. The French claims go back 
to approximately 1611. They were marks with ili 

crown andjor a fleur-d~-lys and also with, in manu­
script or as part of the stamp, some such wording 
as "Franche" or "Port Paye," meaning "Post 
Paid." 

These markings are believed to have been issued 
by the authorities of either the Provinces or the 
"Generalites," which were larger divisions of tho 
French Kingdom set up to doal mainly with financial 
matters. 
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MONTHLY 
PHILA,TELIC 

BULLETIN 
Each month The Windsor Stamp Co. pub­

lish THE WINDSOR MONTHLY PHILA· 
TELIC BULLETIN, an attractive 12 page 
illustrated list. 

Contents include many offers of interesting 
stamps, including sections for Empire and 
Foreign; New Issues; Stamps for Investment; 
High values ; Specimens ; Accessories ; Special 
offers and a Monthly Outstanding Bargain. 

No, we are not telling you any more as we 
wish you to obtain and judge the M.P.B. for 
yourself, and, of course, as a subscriber have 
the exclusive offers each month of stamps in 
short supply at reasonable prices. 

Subscription 2s. 6d. for one year's supply of 
12 issues, which please remit by British Postal 
Order. Specimen copy 3d. 

THE Wl 1NDSOR STAMP COMPANY 
UCKF~LD SUSSEX ENGLAND 

ST. HELENA 
Wanted: To buy all stamps of St. 

Helena highest prices paid for all 

early Queens, and later high values 

and complete sets, likie Centenary 

set, 15s. stamp, mint and used. 

Apply: 

• 

THIEL,E 
4 5 5 W1E ST ST RE ET 

DU·RBAN 

WANTED TO BUY 

• 
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

High values Kings Head and 

London Pictorials wanted in 

mint well - c>entred condition 

SINGLES, PAIRS ,A1ND BLOCKS 

Full'. catalogue and over willingly 

paid for first-class material 

• 
PATRICK RIORDAN 

Nababeep 'Namaqualand 

COMMtEMOR,ATIVE 
STAMPS 

Set 
10th Anniversary of Stratosphere 

Heroes (3) @ . . . . . . • . • • 6 0 
25th Anniversary of All Union 

Lenin Young Com. League ( 5) @ 7 6 
125th Anniversary of Turgenev 

(2)@ ................ 2 0 
Heroic Cities ( 4) @ . . . . . ., . • 3 0 
Air Mail, overprinted (2) @ . . 4 0 
Heroes of the Great Patriotic 

War (5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 6 
All Stamp,s Mint, 1944 issues. 

Teheran Conference 1943 issue 
(2) mint. . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 0 

c.w.o. Post free . 
PURCHASING. My stock requires con­

stant replenishing and I am always 
open to purchase general collections 
of any country. 

R.OSBORNE 
58 Loveday Street, 

P.O. Box 6710. Tel:: 33-3989. 
JOHANNESBURG. 

:':'1,11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 
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THE "ALBERT MEMORl 1AL" STAMPS OF THE BELGIAN CONGO 
• 

By A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A., C.A. (S.A.). 

The monocoloured stamps of the Belgian Congo 
which were issued during February, 1941, were of 
uniform design and each depicted the monument 
to the late King Albert of the Belgians, erecte4 at 
Leopoldville-Kinshasa, in 1938. The issue consisted 
of eleven denominations in two types listed as A 
and B hereunder. Type A showed the French 
inscript,ion of the country's name above the 
vignette and the Flemish one below, whilst Type B 
showed the reverse :-

Denomination. Type. 
1 10c. Grey A 
2 15c. l{rown B 
3 25c. Light Illue A 
4 50c, Lilac B 
5 75c. Rose A 
6 1 ·25 fr. Grey-black B 
7 1 ·75 fr. Orange A 
8 2·50 fr. Ruby l{ed A 
9 2·75 fr. Blue I~ 

JO 5 ·00 fr. Olive-grren A 
11 10 ·00 fr. Red B 

These stamps were printed on unwatermarked 
paper by the S.A. Litho Co., Ltd., by the photo 
zinco offset process from plates made by McManus 
Bros., and perforated to the gauge of 11 by 11 by 
Casey & Behr (Prop.), Ltd. Thus, they represent 
the work of three Cape Town concerns, and are the 
first postage stamps produced in South Africa 
for a foreign country. It·is believed that, initially, 
the Union Government Printer was requested to 
produce these stamps, but declined the request 
owing to pressure of other urgent work. · The stamps 
were printed in sheets of 100 units each, and in 
ten horizontal rows of ten. The quantities printed 
of each denomination are given in the South African 
Philatelist of March, 1941, by Dr. G. Lefebvre. 

The master-drawing of the design depicted on 
the stamps, without names and undenominated, 
was drawn by Mr. J. Goodman, the artist of the 
S.A. Litho Co., Ltd. This master-drawing, which 
measured approximately 5½ in. by 4 in., was handed 
to Mr. Louw, of McManus Bros., under whose 
supervision a temporary zinc plate was made 
which contained eleven images, one for each of the 
denominations stated afore, and subsequently 
eleven zinc plates were made, one plate for each 
denomination with images 100-set. 

From the large master-design, undenominated 
and without insQriptions, two large photographic 
negatives were obtained, from which latter two 
prints were made, say, print A and print B. 
Drawings were made of the inscriptions "Congo 
Belge" and "Belgisch Congo." To print A the 
inscription "Congo Belge" was affixed adhesively 
above the vignette, and the inscription " Belgisch 
Congo " similarly below the vignette. A large 
negative was obtained from print A with inscrip­
tions attached. The said inscriptions were then 
stripped from print A and the "Belgisch Congo" 
one affixed to print B above the vignette, and the 
" Congo Belge " one similarly below the vignette. 
Another large negative was obtained from print B 

with inscriptions attached. From these large 
negatives, containing the said inscriptions, two 
large prints were made, one from inscribed print A 
and one from inscribed print B. These two _prints 
thus obtained were undenominated. Drawings were 
then made of the various figures of value, namely, 
lOc., 15c., 25c., 50c., 75c., l ·25fr., l ·75fr., 2 ·50fr., 
2 ·75fr., 5 ·00 fr., and 10 ·00 fr. To inscribed print A 
was affixed the 10c. value in the blank space of the 
value t,ablet. From this adhesively denominated 

Top Inscription. Bottom Inscription. 
Congo Belge Belgisch Congo 
Belgisch Congo Congo Beige 
Congo Beige Belgisch Congo 
11elgisch Congo Congo Belge 
Congo Belge Belgisch Congo 
Belgisch Congo Congo Beige 
Congo Belge Belgisch Congo 
Congo Beige Belgisch Congo 
Belgisch Congo Congo Belge 
Congo Belge Belgisch Congo 
Belgisch Congo Congo Belge 

print a negative was obtained with the image in 
reduced size corresponding to that of an issued 
stamp. The 10c. value was stripped from the 
inscribed print A, and the 25c. value affixed in the 
value tablet space. Similarly,· a small negative 
was obtained for this value. This procedure was 
repeated for the 75c., 1·75 fr., 2·50 fr., and 5·00 fr. 
denominations. To inscribed print B was affixed 
the 15c. value in the blank space of the value tablet. 
Similarly, from this adhesively denominated print 
a negative was obtained with a reduced size image. 
The 15c. value was stripped from the inscribed 
print B, and in its place the 50c. value was affixed. 
This'procedure was repeated for the l ·25 fr., 2 ·75 fr. 
and 10 ·00fr. Thus, eleven negatives were obtained 
with reduced inscribed and denominated images 
corresponding to the size of an issued stamp ; 
six of Type A and five of Type B. 

From the eleven negatives with images in reduced 
size, a small sensitised zinc .plate was prepared 
which received positive images of the said eleven 
different denominations. This temporary plate was 
forwarded to Mr. Henry Kline, of the S.A. Litho 
Co., Ltd., who subjected it to further chemical 
treatment prior to using it for printing a series- of 
colour trials. As a guide to Mr. Kline for the 
purpose of selecting and matching various colours, 
he was given a quantity of mixed foreign postage 
stamps. From this temporary plate Mr. Kline 
printed a quantity of small sheets of stamps in 
various colours on a small hand-proving offset 
machine, and from these trial sheets the requisite 
colours and inks were finally selected. The inks 
selected were made by the well-known British 
concerns, Lorilleux & Bolton, Ltd., Coates Bros. 
& Co., Ltd., and an American firm, Sinclair & 
Valentine. 

From the same eleven negatives with images in 
reduced size, eleven individual sensitised zinc 
plates were prepared, namely, one plate for each of 
the denominations by direct photography by means 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

November, 1944. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 129 

of a " step and repeat " camera. On each plate 
tho reduced image was " stepped " up one by one 
until it received 100 of such in ten horizontal 
rows of ten with the requisite spacing for the 
horizontal and vertical perforation gutters. The 
plates were forwarded by McManus Bros. to the 
S.A. Litho Co., Ltd., where they were further 
chemically treated by Mr. Kline, and subsequently 
the stamps were printed from them on an offset 
machine by Mr. J. Walker. 

All colour trials and printers' waste, etc., were 
taken away from the printing works by tho repre­
sentatives of the Belgian Congo authorities. 

On all Typo A stamps the letters " J G " will be 
found to the right just above the final " 0 " of 
Congo in the bottom inscription, and on Type B 
stamps to the right just above the final "E " of 
Belge in the bottom inscription. These letters 

represent the initials of Mr. J. Goodman, the 
artist and designer. 

'l'hus far no major varieties have been found 
anent these stamps, but of all those examined of 
the l ·75· fr. denomination each shows a coloured 
blob near the final "E " of Beige in the top 
inscription. 

The offset printing process is a planographic one. 
These stamps were not printed directly from the 
zinc plates. The positive imag8s were imparted 
to the paper by the rubber roller or blanket which 
bore negative images previously yielded to it from 
the corresponding positive images on the zinc 
plate. The paper sustained very slight pressure 
from the roller, and in this class of prinling it is 
known as " kiss pressure." 

On each sheet coloured crosses in the margins 
indicated the points of division of a sheet into 
quarter sheets. 

- Progeny of the }laster Design 
Undenominated and Anonymous Master Design Large Positive Image. 

I 

I I 
1. Photo Negative----Large Negative Images Photo Negative 2 

I I 
Print A Large Positive Images---------Print B 
" Congo Belge " J J " Belgiseh Congo" 
"Belgigh Congo ·1 ----Inseriptions Attached----- l "Congo Belge" 

I I Photo Negative ----Large Negative Images.------Photo Negative 
I • I 

Inscribed Print A-----Large Positive Images-----Inscribed Print B 
10c. Attached 15c. ~Utachcd 

I I 
Photo Negative 1-----Redueed Negative Images----Photo Negative 7 
10c. Detached 15c. Detache·d 
25c. Attached 50c. Attached 

I I 
Photo Negative 2-----Reduced Negative Innges----Photo Negative 8 
25c. Detached 50c. Detached 
75c. Attached l ·25 fr. Attached 

I I Photo Negative 3-----Reduced Negative Images•----Photo Negative 9 
Similarly 1·75 fr.(-!); 2·50 fr. (5); 5·00 fr. (6); 2·75 fr. (10); and lO·UO fr. (11). . I 

Photo Negatives Nos. 1-11-----Recluced Negative Images 

100-set Zinc Plates Nos. 1-11-----Reduced Positive Images 
Rubber Roller or Blanket Reduced Negative Images 
Printed Stamps-11 Denominations Positive Images-

POSTAL TAX STAMPS. 
Mr. A. A. Dewey, in the Stamp Collectors' Fort­

nightly " draws attention to a peculiar group of 
stamps termed Postal Tax Stamps. Their peculiar 
nature is not made clear in the English catalogues, 
where they are lumped with the normal postage 
stamps. Scott does group them ; Yvert and Tellier 
mostly follow the English fl'an, but not com;i8tcntly. 

It i8 arguoable whether they should be termed 
postage stamp8 at all, in many cases anyhow, 
because their purpose i8 not to prepay postal 
charges but to raise money for some object entirely 
outside post office revenue. Their use, along with 
ordinary postage stamps, is in many cases compulsory 
for certain days or periods, but nevertheless they 
are not performing any postal duty. There are 
other cases, of course, where stamps do combine 
both postage an,d tax purposes. 

Spain, Portugal, Latin America countries and 
South Eastern European countries have been most 
prolific in tho issue of these postal tax stamps, but 
the British Colonial \Var Tax stamps of ,v orld 
\Var I might be brought into the group. 

The paper gives a list of the countries . issuing 
such stamps, tho objects benefitting from their sale 

and the numbers of different stamps issued up to 
date. 

BELGIAN CONGO. 
Mr. C. 0. Plumbridge has a useful paper in the 

16th September numLer of Stamp Collecting giving 
the numbers printed of the war-time is8ues of this 
country. 

An extract dated 10th September from the 
Administrative Bulletin reached us on 23rd October. 
This gives details of the surcharged Red Cross 
starnp8 whoso appearance was foreshadowed in our 
last i8sue. As stated, there are to be four values 
(5-()c.+50 fr., 1·25 fr.+100 fr., 1·75 fr.+100 fr. and 
3.50 fr.+ 100 fr.) for the Congo and the same four 
for Ruanda-Vrundi. The issue is limited to 10,000 
of each of the eight stamps and they will only be 
sold in complete sets of eight. Orders for the sets 
closed on 31st October. If the issue was over­
subscribed, orders for over 25 sets were to be 
rationed. The stamps were to be supplied either 
mint or used as desired (in other words--cancelled 
to order). 

,Vhil8t sympathizing, of course, with a desire to 
raise funds for the Red Cross, we strongly dislike 
this combination of charity with postal functions. 
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Ke Geo. VI superb used 
unless _st1ated 

BAHAMAS LANDFALL complete 
CANADA WAR, 

le, 2c, 3c, 4c red, 5c, Sc, 10c, 13c, 14c, 20c, 

90 0 

5&, & $1, 13v. complete . . 7 4 
6c Air obs.-1/6; 7c current . . . . . . • . . . 1 0 
16c Express obs.--121/-; 170 Express . . . . . . 10 0 

CYPRUS complete l-6v. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 0 
GAMBIA ½d, to 1/-, 9v. incl. 2d. obs. 6/-; 

Oomplete . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,5 0 
GIBRALTAR, ½d. to 1/--3/6; 2/--7/6; 5/-8/6 

10/-17/6; £1 .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. 35 0 
GRENADA, 

1921-31 5/-12/6 ; Block of 4 . . . . . . . . . . 50 0 
1926-29 2/6-10/-; Block of 4 . 7" • • • • • • 40 0 
HJi38 i\-d. to 1/--7/-; 5/--9/-; Block of 4 . . 3·6,0 
1938 10/- Pll¾ x. 13¼, 1st; printing 55/-; Block 

of 4 . • . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . .· . . • . . . . . 220 o 
1938 10/- PlF;;' x 13¼, 2nd printing 50/-; Block 

of 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200 O 
1941 ½d. to 1/--10/-; 2/-10/-; Block o.f 4 40 0 
1943 1'0/-, P.14 toned paper . . . . . . . . 30 0 
1943 10//-, large frame 30/-; Block of 4 120 0 
1944 10/-, P.14, current • , . . . . . . . . 17 6 

MAUTA, 
1938 i\-d. to 1/--6/-; Complete . • . . 
1943 ½d, to 3d.-l/8 ; Complete . . . . 
M.E.F. ld. to 1/-6/5; Complete . . . . 

MONTSERRAT ½d. to 1/-5/-: Complete 
N.z1. HEALTH, 

1941, Pair . . .. . . . • . . . . . . . . • . • 
1942 ..............•...... •' •• 
1943 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,. . . . • • 
19:44 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 

ST. KITTS, 1943, }d. to 1/-5/-; Complete 
ST. HELENA, Complete ........•..... 
ST. LUCIA, 1938 complete . . . . . . . . • . • . 
ST. LUCIA, 1938 complete . . . . . . . . . . . . 
ST. VINCENT }d. to 1/-5/-; Complete .. 
TRINIDAD, le to 24c-2/6; Complete 
TURKEY, 

1938 ½d. to 1/-,-,-8/- : Co•mplete . . . . 
1938 6d. obs.-3/6; 1/- obs. . . • . . . 

VIRGI~ Is. }d. to 1/--5/-; Complete .. 
MINT Investment Offers: 

BAHAMAS LANDFALL, 
}d. to Sd.-5/6 1 ½d, fo 1/- . • • . 
}d. to 3/--2,0/-; Complete . . . . . .1 •• 

BAHRAIN, 

45 0 
42 0 
15 0 
17 6 

8 
9 
9 
9 

20 0 
37 6 

4 0 
40 0 
54 0 
30 0 

42 0 
4 0 

17 6 

8 0 
80 0 

1940 3p to 12' as. . . . . . . ";', 8 O 
1940 3p to 15 r. complete . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 O 

BR. SOLOMONS ½d. to 5/- (No. 4;\d.) 12/6; 10/- 10 0 
GAMBIA l½d:, obs. sheet 60 copies . . . . . . 15 0 
GIBRALTAR 2d. Wmk. Sideways only in issue 

3 month, 60 copies • . . . . . 30 0 
GRENADA, 

1938 10/-, Pll¾ x 13¼, rare . . . . . . . . . . 60 0 
1943 10/- toned paver, P.14 . . . . . . . . each 20 0 
1944 10/- P.14. current , . . 12 O 

KUWA'IT, 
1939 3p. to 1~ as. 8v. ( 4 as. and 6 as. were 

printed but never used) . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 0 
1!)39 3Ji .to 15R. complete . . . . . . . . . . . . 170 O 

NEWFOUNDLAND 1938 7c. Q. ,'Mary P.13¼ obs. 
sheet mo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 0 

GRENFELL 5c comvlete sheet 100 . . . . . . . . 35 O 
5ci to 48c. lOv. P.13½, obs ........... set 12· O 

NIGERIA, ld. red obs. complete sheet 130 . . . . 15 O 
2d. black obs. complete sheet 120 . . . . . . 30 0 
2!d. orange complQte sheet 120 . . . . . . . . . . 30 O 

TURKEY,· 
6d. obs ... 
1/- obs. . . 

. . . . . . . . · .. · .... Doz. 
.. Doz. 

URGENl'LY WANTED 
As per last advertisPment-August number. 

LLOYD A. GURNEY, 

36 0 
40 0 

Gloucester House, 19, Charing Cross Road, 
LONDON, W.C.2. 

The Editor, 
South African Philatelist, 

ROTOGRAVURE UNWATERMARKED. 

Sir,-1 was very interestedinyour remarks in the 
October number of the Philatelist regarding the 
Union Id. Rotogravure, without watermark. 

You state that this is the first time that you have 
heard or seen of this error. May I be permitted to 
correct you. 

If you wil_l refer to the November, 1938, issue of 
the Philatelist, you will see on page 167 a letter 
from Mr. G. N. Gilbert, regarding the stamps under 
review. I sent the stamps (a pair) to Mr. Gilbert for 
expert advice, but as he had never heard of them 
before, he wrote a letter to you, asking for informa­
tion from other "Union" collectors, but none was 
forthcoming. Thus we are still "in the dark." 

I may mention that I obtained these stamps 
from a fellow collector, who received them in a 
parcel of stamps which he received from England. 

Yours faithfully, 
J.B. LEVY. 

@111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111[!] 

GERMANY 
T enific value in Long Sets 

50 German States (Thurn and Taxis, 
Bavaria, "'urtemburg, etc.) 7 6 

50 Commemmos, Airmails, Charity and 
large Pictorials (no Ordinary) 12 6 

275 Ordinary Postage Issues (iucluding. 
Surcharges, etc.) ... ... ... .. . 12 6 

25 German War Stamps 1914/18 ... 5 6 

100 Pie biscites (l\'.Iemel, Danzig, Saar, Silesia, 
etc.) 12 6 

The above collection of 500, all different, with a set 
of 12 German colonials thrown in yratis, for only 
£2 10s. Od. nett c.w.o. post free. 

SPECIAL OFf'ER 
British Government :Forgery of No. 101 (sec note in 
Gibbons, after No. 92a), together with an original, 
genuine stamp, for 7s. 6d. nett, post free. 

A. LICHTE,NSTEIN 
P.O. Bos: 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. I 
: 

@111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111[! 

WINDSOR MONTHLY PHILATELIC 
BULLETIN . 

The 'Windsor Stamp Co., of The Lantern House, 
U cksfield, Sussex, England, who have recently been 
advertising in our columns, have sent us specimen 
copies of their Monthly Philatelic Bulletin. This is 
sent out for 2s. 6d. per an,num, or single copies at 
3d. ,ve need only say that there is a big range of 
stamps and philatelic accessories offered and that a 
collector who did not find something in these 
bulletins to his taste would be very, very hard to 
please. 
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"Covers the World" 

• RUSSIA 
1944 Strato8phere Heroes ( 2) .. . 

t 1944 Militant Friendship (2) .. . 
t 1944 Turgenev Anniversary (2) 

6 9 
3 6 
I 3 

or the three Sets For 10 6 

• BRITISH 1EMPIRE 
BECHUANALAND 

S.G. 53 broken P 
Regent No. 89 ... 

BRITISH GUIANA CENT. 
· BR. SOMALILAND 1938 

tGREAT BRITAIN P.U.C. £1 ... 
JUBILEE compl. 

pair 

£7 

£2 
£8 
£2 

£35 

0 
10 

0 
0 
0 
0 

tNATAL S.G. 171 vertical 
pmk 17 July, 1911 £25 0 

S.W.A. tS.G. 13 hor. pr. 
tS.G. 26 block ... 
tS.G. 27 vert. pr. 

£8 0 
£7 10 

£17 10 
S.G. 2 "Afrika" over 

"South-West" block ... £40 
S.G. 1 ditto pair ... £15 
S.G. 31 ,, ,, ... £100 
S.G. 2 double o/p £12 
S.G. 12 Control Block ... £40 
S.G. 26 £5 
S.G. 39 ,, £8 
S.G. 35 £6 

SOUTH AFRICA 
26.10.18 p.c. ·'Make Your 
Sixpence Fly" Blue Wing on 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 

Red Cross ... ... ... 
1925 Air mint .. . 

used 
cover 

£4 10 0 
£2 0 0 
£2 5 0 
£2 10 0 

Postage Extra. 
tindicates used, otherwise mint. 

Offers subject to being unsold and subject to 
price changes. E. & O.E. 

WE WANT TO BUY-
OLD AND MODERN COLLECTIONS, 
SINGLE RARITIES AND ERRORS, 
DUPLICATES & OFFICE MIXTURES. 

Prompt Cash on acceptance of Offer. 
WE ALSO WELCOME GOOD 

EXCHANGES 

E. M. LACY 
Bankers: Telegrams: Globephil. 

Barclays. Telephone: 2-4657. 

(Globe Postage Stamp Company) 
117, Longmarket Street, Capetown. 

----·······--···--·-----.----.--1 
SOCIETY N-1EWS 

~--·····-------·-----···-··----PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY. President, Mr. G. K. Forbes; Hon. Secretary, Mr. U. \Y. :,lleflield, P.O. l~ox 88. Meetings, Hoom 5, City Hall, 1st 
and 3rd Tuesdays . 

Everyone enjoyed themselves at the meeting held on the lUth September, which was presided over by T. H. Nicholson, the Vice-President. Three new members wore elected and two 
were. proposed. 

Most of the evening was given over to Mr. l\facmillan's display of first day air-tlights. This is the only collection of its kind in Port Elizabeth, and some rare and wonderful envelopes 
were shown. 

He displayed a specimen of the first air-mail tlight from Italy in .:\fay, 1917. Another envelope shown was dropped from a balloon to prisoners of war, behind the German lines, in the last war. Then there was the first Pigeon Post with the tiny letter and cover. Another cover was from the first seaplane flight from Naples to Palermo. One interesting specimen was from the City of Delhi which was bogged at Broken H.ill, and food had to be dropped to the crew ; the aeroplane arrived at Croyden eight days late. • There were 40 pages of sets, 2 3 and -! in a set, and 150 single 
envelopes of first and special flights. l\1r. Macmillan won third prize at the Pretoria Congress held in 1934, and we aU hope to have the pleasure of seeing this fine collection again in the mar future. 

7th October was an auction night. l\fost of the packets were mint sets of British possessious. They were quickly sold and good prices were obtained. One feature w01th mentioning was the 2s. Bermuda stamp, mint, p1inted on blue mottled paper which was keenly bid for. On 17th October, there was a good attendance. Three new members ,vere welcomed, making the membership over 100. The display was in the hands of l\'fr. Hannabul "'ho showed 124 pages of his general collection, both mint and used, besides 
numerous e11Yelopes. 

The sets of ]free French airmails and Russian airmails were keenly scrutinized and commented on. He also had some fine sets of Ascension, Cayman and Coccos Islands. 
L.E.C. 

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President, 1\-Ir. l<'erguson; Hon. Secretary, H. A. Wager, P.O. Box 514. Meetill!JS, 1st and 3rd Mondays, 8 p.m., 

Technical College. 
:Jrd October: Mr. Hawke read an extract on the Fournier 

facsimiles. 
1\-Ir. Ferguson read an exhaustive paper on the Yatican City and its stamps. He described the many stages in the establish­ment of an independent State within the precincts of Rome. It is the smallest independent State in the world, with a very small population. He gave an account of the admiui~tration of the State---both civil and military. The buildings and treasures to be found there are beyond v,tlue. Although stamps have only been issued during the last few years, they are very represent(l,tive and of great interest . 
.Prof.. Wager tabled an exhibit of Switzcrlaml. 16th October: This was a d.iscussions evening and many members brought forward points in philately for elucidation, such as the embossed grills on the back of early U.S.A. stamps, chalk-surfaced papers, perforations, identifications, etc. These were dh;cusscd and more or loss suitably answered. Dr. :Broom described arnl showed a new and rare ntricty in the 

old Transvaal stamps. 
l\lr. Wright tabled an cxtonsiYe oollection of .British colouials. 

H.A.\V. 
THE l'HILATJ,;LW SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG. President, F. J. JI. Lang; Hon. Secretary, :L. Huclten, P.O. Box 41)67, Johannesburg. ·11Ieeti11.11s, 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, l'ublic Library, ,Johannesburg, 7.45 p.m. 26th September : This was our usual informal meeting, hut we all enjoyed the superb exhibit, which l\Ir. William Redford tabled of the stamps of the Orange Free State. It comprises a. wealth of material, including many of the vcr:v rare overprinted items. Needless to say, as tho case of all of the many collections exhibited by l\Ir. Redford, only fine 

copies were included. 
Inth October: l\lH,mbcrs of the Pretoria Society paid us an official visit on this occasion and provided the exhibits. After briefly concluding our otticial business, l\Ir. Lang turned OYer the chair to l\Ir. Ferguson, president of the l'rrtoria Philatelic Society, who announced that; fiye of their members had brought exhibits and otl10r interesting philatelic information. 
These were as follows :- · Mr. ]!'erguson: A most interesting paper and exhibit of the 

stamps of the Vatican City. 
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Mr. Wright: An al]lhahetical British colonial collection 
showing early and lak, as well as specimen sets, of rnany 
.British tenitories. 

Col. Horne : Su,.dan, very beautifully laid out on large ledger 
sheets, both in mint and used condition. 

Dr. Broughton: A collection of most interesting proofs. 
Dr. Broom gave a most interesting discussion, documented 

with original printing plates of the stamps of the Transvaal, 
with some new information on these stamps not previously 
published, as well as correction of errors made in former 
1mblishcd information. 

In addition, as a result of much labour, he brought us 
platings of early issues overprinted "V.Il. Transvaal." 

Mr. Lang expressed thanks to Col. Horne and Mr. Wright 
for their exhibits. Mr. L. lluchen voiced a few wcr<ls of 
appreciation to Mr. Ferguson for his most excellent and 
instructive paper and exhibit on the stam11s of the Vatican, 
and Mr. W. l{edfonl appropriately thanked Drs. ]3room and 
Broughton for their specialised exhibits of stamps. 

On 14th November the usual hospital night is to be held, 
when members are specially asked to contribute any material 
which can be auctioned. If members have no stamps or 
philatelic material available cash will be acceptable, as the 
purpose is to raise as much money as possible for the hospital. 

There will be no 4th Tuesday meeting in November, as the 
Society is sponsoring a philatelic exhibition at the " Speed the 
Victory Fair," being held on the 7.oo Lake grounds from 25th 
November to 2nd December, inclusive. Mr. Lang again made 
an appeal to members to come forward to volunteer their 
assistance at the philatelic exhibit at the fair, as we shall 
need at least thn.'e members present on four-hourly shifts 
from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. each clay of the fair. l\fembers were also 
asked to help to sell the proceeds of our stamp exhibit, by 
furnishing lots of stamps, either on sheets or in envelopes, 
which can be offered at any price which the contributors feel 
is reasonable. If.E.l{. 

NATAL PHILATELIC SOCIB'l'Y. 
President, A. L .. Bevis; Hon. Secretary, G. Milner Palmer, 

Box 588, Durban. Meetings, 1st and 3rd \Yednesday, at 
London Assurance House, 31!), Smith Street (in the rooms of 
the Durban Camera Cinb, top fioor), 7. 30 p.m. 

4th October: Three new members were elected, one being 
Mr. A. E. Hasden, formerly of Pretoria, now resident in 
Durban. 

Notes.-Mr. J. Lyle read some notes on French stamps from 
Stamp Collecting, 26th August. 

Competition.-A competition arranged by the Secretary 
then took place, this was on the lines of the wireless" Scatter­
brain Competition " answers either being true or false. lt 
was felt that the effort was most successful both from the results 
and also the question point of view. There was a slight 
difference of opinion in regard to whether the oxen on the 
S.A. 5s. pictorial were inspannccl or not, but it was soon 
settled. Mr. F. J. H. :Kotze was the ·winner with all questiom 
correct. 

Mr. Percy C. Bishop promised to stage the next competition 
at onr December meeting. · 

Display.-l\fr. C. 1>. Kettle exhibited his collection of 
O.F.S.; it is a long time since we have seen a collection of 
O.F.S., and all present showed their appreciation by the 
careful inspection they made. 

Anction.-The us1rnl auction finished the meeting. 
G.M.P. 

CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President, W. D. Vallance: Ilon. Secretary, S. Kaganson, 

P.O. Box 1973. Meeting.~, 2nd and 4th Thursdays at York­
shire 11uildings, Strand St., 7.30 p.m. 

Thursday, 28th September, " Jurgens Collection " : That 
the "Jurgens Collection" of the triangular stamps of the 
Cape was superior to the " Riesco Collection " was the con­
sidered opinion of Cdr. Enoch, .F.R.P.S.L., who had viPwed 
both collections. '!'his statement was includPd in the remarks 
made by Cdr. Enoch in passing a vote of thanks to l\Tr. A. A. 
Jurgens for his very fine exhibit. 

As was expectrd, there was an cxcc·llent attrndance of 
members and visitors, and the items displayed attracted more 
than passing interest. · 

Tosi ngle out any special items in this exhibit is very difficult, 
as the condition of all the stamps was perfect. 

Most collectors know how difficult it is to obtain ewn 
perfect single copies of these stamps, but here we were shown 
oustanding copies in pairs v,nd blocks and on coyer and all 
with perfect margins. 

Deserving special attention was a mint block of four "Slate 
Lilac" sixpennys on "Blued Paper," 1wrhaps a unique 
item. The " Bisect Covers " also drew a great deal of intrrest. 

Mr. Vallance, on calling on Mr. Jurgens to speak, paid 
tribute to one of South Africa's outstanding vhilatelists. 

In reminiscent vein, Mr. Jurgens told many amusing stories 
of his philatelic rambles and inter alia, drew sharp contrast 
between the research wmk of stamp collecting in the early 
days as compared with the easy methods followed by present 
day eollretors who look for " short cut " results. Finally, 

he urged members to regard stamp collecting as a "hobby'' 
and refrain from treating it ab a business. 

The usual auction took ])lace, including items for Red Cross 
funds, for which cause this Society is making a speeial appl•al, 
and is holding a public auction shortly, the date of which 
will be given later in this Mayazine. 

Thursday, 12th October: "Travel and Transport in thl' 
Stamp Album" was the title of the exhibit, written up and 
arranged by Mr. ]'. P. Rousseau. These sideline collections 
draw a great deal of interest these days and this particular 
display superbly mounted and written up was no exception. 
Herc we were shown, through the medium of stamps, the 
development of transport from the earliest time and mode 
to the more modern means of travel. Highways, railroads, 
waterways and airways were each treated in separate sections 
and the developments in each depicted. The writing up was 
beautifully executed in block roundhand. 

Mr. Rousseau said that the display was an exhibition of 
pictures rather than of stamps and was designed principally 
to interest the new collector. It was an illustration as to how 
common stamps can be eollected and arranged to suit one's 
own ideas. , 

Two new members were elected and the usual auction took 
place, many items heing for war funds. 

B.L.C. 

NYASALAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
Pre8ident, Mr. C. Stevens; Hon. Secretary, Mr. Anson. 

Meeting.~, 2nd Mondays, Tobacco Auction Rooms, Limbe, 
at 5 p.m. 

14th August : Present 14 members and visitors. 
The Chairman welromed Mr. and l\frs. Morton from l\faritz­

burg, Natal, and asked Mr. Morton if he would talk to our 
members for a few minutes. Mr. :vrorton replied and stated 
their Society was formed in April last. A" New Issue" service 
was carried on by their Secretary. taking orders and writing 
direct to the Postmaster of the country of the new issue. 
Their members were chiefly interested in British and Empire 
issues. Items of interest were brought or read at each meeting 
and a member gave a display and a few minutes talk. They 
had some 40 me1nbers. 

The Canadian war issue was passed round by l\fr. Booth. 
The club collection was tabled and proved of particular 

interest to our visitors. 
11th September: ]'resent 12 members. 
A letter from S./Sgt. L. F. Cumming was read, asking for 

stamps of Nyasaland. Mr. Booth stated he would pass some 
Nyasaland stamps to the Secretary to enable him to send some 
to Sgt. Cummings. 

Once again, through lack of any exohangc packt'ts from 
Johannesburg, the members had to fall back on mErnbers' 
exchange books which wPre tabled by Mr. Steyens and Mr. 
Farquhar. 

Refreshments were serwd and the mreting terminated at 
18.45 hours. 

c.s. 
EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

President, A. ,vatson; Hon. Secretary, S. F. Fowler, Box 
168, East London. llfeetings, Colosseum Building, second 
Fridays, at 7.15 p.m. 

Despite the inclement weather, there was a good attendanc. 
of members and Yisitors at the October meeting, and amone 
the latter we welcomed Mr. ,v-ood, our local postmastrr, ang 
Sergt. Whitworth, R.A.F. 

Some very interesting coyers and uew issues were passed 
round for inspection, including propagai1da and other issues of 
Italy, some of which were found by one of our men in a ruined 
house near Monte Cassino. 

Mr. C. Wilson displayed his collection of Russia. The 
attractive stamps of this country were shown from the first 
St. Petersburg local to the recent issues, the lattrr recording 
the cultural and industrial <ien·Jo1m1ent during the last twenty 
years. 

After the usual refreshments, the Presldent tabled a nnmber 
of sheets of scarce and rlusiw Sonth African stamps, including 
New Republic, Stcllalaml, the early- l'nion airmail cards, 
and many others. At the conclnsion of the displays, a vote of 
thanks to the exhibitors was mowcl by the Yice-Prrsident, 
Mr. T. A. Harper, and carrietl ,rith acclamation. 

;I'he auction wl1ich conclrnlrtl the mreting was Yrry successful, 
most of the lots submittPd being sold, some of them bring ou 
behalf of the Red Cross and Navy Week funds. 

+ 
t:fWAZILAND. 

T.A.H. 

According to Stamp Collecting the Crown agent 
have just released a new printing of the 2d. am 
6d. values with perforation 13¼ x 13¾. The 2d is a 
deeper brown than the ,January, 1943, first appear­
ance in this perfor.ation and the Gel. is described as 
dec-p rosy mauve in place of bright purple. 
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Transporting coa I • 
IS a 

burning q U e S t i O n .... BECAUSE 

WITHOUT COAL THERE WOULD BE NO INDUSTRY 
Coal is essential for the great 
industries where iron is smelted, 
converted into steel, into battle­
ships and merchantmen, into 

tanks and guns, tractors and 
agricultural implements. Coal is 
needed for power and refrigera­
tion plants,fordrugs and plastics. 

WITHOUT TRAN,SPORT THERE WOULD BE NO COAL 
Every ton of coal needed must 
be transported from pithead by 
rail. When emergency demands 
for coal are made, all available 
resources of locomotives, trucks 
and men, already limited, have 
to be mobilised to take heavy 

new burdens without curtailing 

the essential coal supplies for 
power stations and industries 

and homes-this when national 
transport demands on the 
Railways are at their peak. 

Appreciation and understanding by industrial 
and private users of the difficulties of trans­
porting coal in war time will help the Railways 
in the performance of a national service. 

There is coal to burn because-
THE RAILWAYS DELIVER THE GOODS 

South African Railways 

iii. 

¾ Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central New■ Asrency, 
~ Ltd., Johannesburg: Printed by Magazine Prl!l8 (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, Johannesburg 
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Confident 
when 

Buying and Selling 
This very grateful tribute to the quality of the 

service provided by Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auction& 
is but one of the many hundreds of compliments that we 
receive each season. 

The success of Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auction& 
is the fruit of more than 50 years' consistent effort to 
provide a perfect service and complete satisfaction for 
Vendor and for Buyer. 

Every feature of every sale at Harmer's of Bond 
Street is handled by experts-men whose wide experience 
enables them to reveal those little extra points of a stamp 
that enable the distant Buyer to bid confidently and in 
complete security, and ensure for the Vendor a fair price 
for his stamps. 

That is why almost all the great collections are placed 
with Harmer's of Bond Street for dispersal-why more than 
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 600 in the United 
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond 
Street Stamp Auctions-why Harmer's have a larger turn­
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer. 

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of 
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues. 
Our brochure "Selling Stamps at Auction" also is free to 
prospective Vendors. 

H. R. HARMER 
The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS. 
39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1, 

ENGLAND. 
Cables: "HARMER'S BOND STREET LONDON." 
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I UNION AND S.W.A. NOTES I 
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2d. Roll Stamps of 1931. 

Mr. Sydow's paper elsewhere in this issue 
brings out a feature of this stamp which so 
far appears to be peculiar to it alone amongst 
the rotogravure printings. Certain identical 

~ flaw~ appear on both the English and Afri­
kaans varieties; his paper explains how this 
came about. 
S. W.A. ls. with [ni,erted Overprint. 

Rurnour for once is not a lying jade. Last 
month we mentioned that a report had come 
from Windhoek that a sheet of the current 
Bantam ls. :with small S.W.A. overprint must 
have had this inverted, about a quarter of the 
sheet being· obtained, the other three-quarters 
having beien sold over the counter, 

A correspondent in Port Elizabeth (Mr. 
Harmer-lucky name in philately!) confirms 
the report. About 26th October he veceived 
some stamps which he had ordered from the 
Post Office at Windhoek, and ,among them 
was a block of four of the ls. with inverted 
overprint. 
"Speed the Victory Fair," Johannesburg. 

This Fair, running from 25.11.44 to 2.12.44, 
to raise funds for the Governor-General's 
National War Fund 'and other patriotic 
funds, is not so prolific in commemorative 
postmarks as was Liberty Cavalcade at Cape 
Town in March with three of them. 

Although the civil post office had a tem­
porary office in the grounds, it did not at 
first· provide any, special canceller, using 
merely an ordinary double circle mark from 
the head office in town, with "Johannesburg" 
above and "33" below. 

For the last two days, however, they did 
provide a special "emergency type" cancel­
lation, a single circle mark with VICTORY 
1'""AIR at top, JOHBG below and the date in 
two lines across, thus 2 XII / 1944. 

The Union Defence Force, however, which 
put up its usual very fine display, had a large 
post office in full operation, with museum 
pieces which included some capture~ enemy 
mail bags.· and cancellers, both Italian and 
German. The office canceller was of the 
standard A.P.O.-U-M.P.K. type, the num­
bers being 50 A. (The Cape Town one was 
No. fO). . 

The Philatelic Society of Johannesburg 
staged a large exhibit with selections from 
nearly every country in the world, Africa be­
ing rather more fully represented than other 
varts. Many "side-lines" were also featured. 
Thev followed Cape Town's example by hav­
ing ·a miniature sheet of four labels, printed 
in· dark hlue and orange. The central de­
sign is a mine headgear with 'Thilatelic So­
city of .Johannesburg" round it in an oval. 
In the top corners are "3d." and at the bot­
tom "H)44-Speed the Victory Fair." The top 
and bottom margins have the Society's name 
and the date respectively; on the left and 
right "Speed the Victory Fair--Verhaas die 
Oorwinning Kennis." 'l'ge slleets were sold at 
ls. each, and contributed very substantially 
to the takings. 
Old Transvaal Stamps. 

Scarcely a Union Note, perhaps, but it may 
be stated here that next month we hope to 
publish the first of several papers by Dr. R. 
Brown, F.R.S., on Z.A.R. stamps. 

Dr. Broom has a world-wide reputation as 
a palaeontologist having published innumer­
able papers on the Mesozoic Reptiles of the 
Karroo beds; more recently, since joining the 
staff of the Transvaal l\I useum, his interests 
have been more in the line of man's "missing 
links." 

He has bee:n a casual stamp collector for 
over 70 years, but we believe this is the first 
occasion he has indulged in philatelic re­
search. The opportunity of studying the old 
Z.A.R. plates in the Museum gave him the 
necessary stimulus, and we can look forward 
to quite a f.ew additions (and alterations) to 
our knowledge of these stamps. Yardley, 
Curle and Basden have not written the last 

· word about them. 
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The Editor, 
South African Philatelist, 

POTCHEFSTROO.M EXVELOPES. 

8ir,-I have been waiting for this subject. to get 
thoroughly aired-and also for time to write­
beforo butting in. It seerm; that a cover I havo 
may throw some light on this subject, and is 
partieularly apt in view of your editorial remark;; 
at the eoncluBion of Mr. Jurgens' letter in your i88UO 
of May, 1944. 

A good many years ago I obtained, in one batch, 
several Transvaal um;tamped (i.e., without ad­
hesives) envelopes all with handstamps of Potchef-
8troom. 

The two envelope1-1 I stiH posse8s are both stamped 
with the large Potchefstroom dater with the M.S. 
(id., in place. of the day and month. One of these, a 
blue envelope, is unused and dated 1871, but the 
other iR used and this latter I wish to describe. 

The used copy is a smallish, oblong (what u8ed 
to be called "damen" format) white envelope. It 
has the M.S. " Hd." large dater of Potchefstroom 
in N.E. corner and, also on the front, the small 
Potchefstroom date stamp of "NO. 22, 1871." It 
is addressed to "Fred Jeppe Esq., Pretoria." At 
the back is the receiving date stamp of Pretoria, 
dated " NO. 23, I 8 7 l." There is no other marking 

·whate,·er. 
Personally I should have preferred that this was 

addressed to anyone but Jeppe as it raises certain 
questions as to whether ,Jeppe (i) was in Pretoria 
at the time or (ii) had addressed it to himself. 

But this cover is of interest, not only from the 
date, which is three months ·1ater than the <'Over 
mentioned hy MT. Sharpe·, which he says is back­
stamped, but also because, so far, it appears to ho 
the only one of these prepaid prpvisional envelopeR 
which bears both the date stamp of dispatch and 
arrival. 

This seems, however, in conjunction with Mr. 
Sharpe's cover, to have definitely crosserl your 
"bridge," Mr. Editor. It may not have arrived on 
the other Hi<le with a perfectly clean record-that 
is a matter of point of view-but at least it shows 
that these om·elopm; were used and did pass the 
postal authorities at both ends without additional 
charge. My own personal view is that these 
envelopes were intende~ to be a, form of postal 
i,;tationery, at first, perhapR, for the convenience of 
the public who might well have had, not only some 
difficulty in obtaining envelopes in outlying dis­
trictR, but also found it more convenient to have 
a small stock on hand, already prepaid, rather than 
having to visit the post office on each occasion to 
prnpay their letterR. Such envelopes could safely 
he handed to anyone to post and there was no neerl 
even to entrust rnoney to a chance mrn,senger. 
That, having been once created, they continued in 
use for so long is not extraordinary as, so long aR 
they wore a convenience and in demand, why should 
they be dropped? DoubtleRs both ,Jeppe as post­
master at Potchefstroom or his successor had very 
wide powers, and so long aFl the Treasury obtaine~l 
the money for poRtage did it really matter in what 
form it was obtained? 

My cover, of course, has nothing to show that it 
was on " official service " or that postage was not 
necessary. But -in order to make sure of this point 
I attach a tracing of the actual address. If this 
turns out-and I hope someone can verify the 
·writing from reeon.hi of Jeppe\; gwn "fist " at the 

period-to have been writtep. by someone other 
than Jeppe then its authentic and regular usage 
seems established, since it then becohie a letter 
from Potchefstroom to Pretoria, written from one 
member of the public to another. 

Apologising for a Fiomewhat lengthy diseour~e 
on one small item. 

'Sincere Iv 
. E. :F. HCRT. 

Mr. Hurt\, letter and tracing were submitted to 
Mr. A. E. B.asden as the most likely person to have 
a specimen of ,Jeppe's signature and as the most 
knowledgeable person on Transvaal philately. His 
an:-;wer iFl given below :-
"I return Hurt's letter. f have only one letter of 

,J eppe's-addressed from the General Post Office, 
Pretoria, 24th. April, 1872, to a correspondent in 
Durban on stamp exchanging ; and while there 
are resembl&nces between his signature anrl the 
specimen sent by Hurt, I am of opinion the writing 
is by a third party-or should I say ::;econd ? The 
writing is sufficiently similar to suggest it was 
probably written by a brother, taught in the same 
school. But there are such divergencies as to make 
me arrive at the opinion that the address on Hurt's 
cover was not written by-Fred Joppe. 

1 think Hurt\; is a very good letter, and that hiFl 
reasoning is sound. [ know of no valid reason for 
doubting these envelopes; especially as we know 
J eppe was a keen stamp collector, and was un -
doubtedly well acquainted with U.S.A. stampFl and 
procedure. 

I think it is a mistake to condemn out of hand 
anything that cannot be proved beyond doubt. To 
me, the issue of such envelopes should be expected 
rather than questioned; hearing in mind tho con­
ditiorn; in Trawwaal at the time and their similaritv 
to U.S.A. postal ~ta,tionery of the sixtie~." · 

E. BLUM 
P.O. BOX 1669 CAPE TOWN 

recommends his services to Dealers and Collectors 

alike !or Selling and Buying stamps from all 

countries. Price List now ready and can be sent 

to applicants free on demand. Collections and 

Accumulations bought for spot cash. Highest 

prices paid. Established in South Africa since 

1930. First class references. 

l'NIYEHSlTY .OF THE "\Vl'I'"\VATEHSHAND 

We have Leen asked to state that the l:ni­
versity is compiling a list of all 1m-mbers of 
its staff and past or present students of tlw 
Fniversity, or its predec·esi'iors, who are or liavp• 
b0,en on active service during this war. 

Will friends or relatives of anv such indi­
viduals please send names and full, relevant 
particulars to the President of Convoeation, 
P.O. llox 7770, Johauuesburg. • 
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"Covers the World" 

• RUSSIA 
1944 Stratosphere Heroes ( 2) ... 

t 1944 Militant Friendship (2) ... 
t 1944 Turgenev Anniversary (2) 

or the three Sets .For 

• BRITISH !EMPIRE 
BECHUANALAND 

S.G. 53 broken P 
Regent No. 89 ... 

BRITISH GUIANA CENT. 
BR. SOMALILAND 1938 
tGREAT BRITAIN P.U.C. £1 ... 
JUBILEE compl. 

tNATAL S.G. 171 vertical pair 

£7 

£2 
£8 
£2 

£35 

fi 9 
3 6 
1 3 

10 (j 

0 () 
10 0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

pmk 17 July, 1911 £25 0 0 

S.W.A. tS.G. 13 hor. pr. 
tS.G. 26 block ... 
tS.G. 27 vert. pr. 
S.G. 2 "Afrika" over 

£8 0 0 
£7 10 0 

£17 10 0 

"South-West" block ... £40 O 0 
S.G. 1 ditto pair ... £15' O O 
S.G. 31 ,, ,, ... £100 O O 
S.G. 2 double o/p £12 O O 
S.G. 12 Conti'ol Block ... £40 O O 
S.G. 26 
S.G. 39 
S.G. 35 

SOUTH AFRICA 
26.10.18 p.c. ·'~lake Your 
Sixpence Fly" Blue Wing on 
Red Cross ... ... . .. 
1925 Air mint .. . 

used 
cover 

Postage Extra. 

£5 
£8 
£6 

0 6 
() () 
0 0 

£-i 10 0 
£2 0 0 
£2 5 0 
£2 10 0 

t Indicates used, otherwise mint. 

Offers subject to being unsold and subject to , 
price changes. E. & O.E. 

WE WANT TO BUY-
OLD AND MODERN COLLECTIONS, 
SINGLE RARITIES AND ERRORS, 
DUPLICATES & OFFICE MIXTURES. 

Prompt Cash on acceptance of Offer. 
WE ALSO WELCOME GOOD 

EXCHANGES 

E. M. LACY 
Bankers: Telegr1;tms: Globephil. 

Barclays. Telephone: 2-4657. 

( Globe Postage Stamp ~ompany) 
117 Longmarket Street, Capetown. 

:._,1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,,: - -- -- -§ We Buy for Prompt Cash I ~ - -- -§ In Largest Quantities Available § - -- -= • ·= - -- -== FISCALLY LTSED I,()Sl'AG~E iSl'AMPS-of all = = British Colonies, esvecially · African. . These ·can : = be iren or vencil marked, bank or fiscally can• ·= 
: celled, etc. Only postage types are wanted, free .: 
: of paper, Will take as a mixture or sorted into = 
: eaeh type. E;,p,ecially want mediu1n and higher = 
: values . in large amounts. = - -- -: POSTALLY USED POSTAGE STAMPS~of all = :E kinds, esvecially smaller African colonies, $Orted :':: = into each type and washed ·off paper. Especially = = desire pictorial issu,es pe1· 100 or ver 1,000 .. Cail : 
: use 10,000 and more of each stamp, = - -- -: UNIT.t.:D SI'ATE8 STAMPS-of all kinds, either = 
: in c:ollection or separately. = - -- -= We can use above stamps in any quantity = 
: available. Kindly send us your offer, quot- = 
: ing by Scott catalogue or by full description. = 
: The very best of references in Africa and = 
== Eng-land can be furnished on request, as : 
: our repuation for fair dealing is world-wide. = - -- -- -
~ E. J. FRA:NK COMPANY ~ - -: G031 Queensberry Avenue. Baltimore, 15, : - -: Maryland, U.S.A. : - -
;1lllll!lllllllllllllillllllllillllilillllllllllillllfll1111DI~ 

V/ANTED TO BUY 

• 
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

High values Kings Road and 

London Pictorials wauiocl in 

mint well - centred condit;on . 
SINGLES, PAIRS AND BLOCKS 

Fulleataloguo aml ovor willi11gly 

paid for fir,,t-class material 

PATRICK RIORDAN 

Nababeep Namaqualand 
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THE 2d. ROTOGRAVURE COIL STAMPS OF 1931 OF THE UN;ION OF 
SOUTH AFRICA 

By A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A., C.A. (S.A.). 

The 2d. denominated coil stamps which were 
printed by the rotogravure or rotary photogravure 
process at the Government Printing Works at 
Pretoria were issued primarily during November, 
1931, in coil form of a single strip of 500 units iu 
vertical arrangement. 

These stamps were bicoloured and wero priuted 
from two copper cylinders, one for the frame 
designs and the other from the vignette designs 
of the Union Buildings at Pretoria. Each cylinder 
comprised 132 images in intaglio on its periphery 
in twenty-two horizontal rows of six units each. 

l1'1LD1E~. 
.Nos. 1 2. fl 5 

Row 1 ... ... ... E A E A E A 
Row 2 ... ... . .. A E .,\ }<~ A E 
Row- 3 ... ... . .. E A J<J A J<J A 
Row 4 ... ... . .. A E A E A E 

5-18 
Row 19 ... ... . .. I<] A B A E A 
Ro,,,- 20 ... '<' ... A E A E A E 

Row 21 ... ... . .. J<] A };] A E A 
Row 22 ... ... ... A E A J~ A E 

A carbon tissue sheet which comprii,;ed 120 frame 
images of 20 horizontal rows of six each was printed 
from the original 120-set diapositive frame plate 
initially prepared for use anent the ordinary 120 
contained sheet ii,;sues. The said. printed tissue 
then was " squeegeed " on to a copper cylinder 
and imparted 120 frame images of 20 horizontal 
rows of six each, i.e., Rows Nos. 1 to 20, after 
development. An exposed area was left on the peri­
phery of the cylinder between horizontal Rows 
Nos. 20 and 1. Subsequently a second carbon 
tissue sheet which comprised 12 frame images of 
two horizintal rows of six was printed from the 
original 120-set diapositive plate, and the printed 
tissue therefrom was " squeegeed " on to the copper 
cylin<l,er in the exposed area between Rows Nos. 
20 and 1 and after development imparted 12 frame 
images, namely, horizontal Rows Nos. 21 and 22. 
The said frame cylinder thus received a total of 
132 images. From certain characteristics cited 
further .on it will be observed that the two additional 
horizontal Rows Nos. 21 and 22 imparted to the 

(a) YR.urns. 
Xo~. 1 2 ;l 4 fi G 

"D" "C" 
Row19 . (HJ) Ea Ab Ee A<l l<}e Af 
Row 20 (20) Ag E Ah m A.i E 
.).tow ;>, (21) J<Jl Am En Ao Ep A 
Row ! (22) A Eq Ar E As :Et 
Row 1 (I) Ek A E A ]~ A 
Row 2 (2) ... A E A B A E 
Row a (:3) ... El Aml<Jn Ao Ep A 
!tow 4 (4) A Eq Ar E As Bt 

3 
4 

l own a reconstructed 1:32-set sheet of these 
stamps, made up of six vertical strips of tweuty-two 
unifa, each, which roprosents a combined printing 
from:-

1. One completo revolution of tho coil frame 
cylimlor. 

:!. Ono complete revolution of tho coil viguotte 
cvlindor. 

· The fullowiug is a plan which represents the 
positions of the English and Afrikaani,; inscribed 
stamps on the said reconstructed sheet, together 
with an ancillary plan which represents the vignette 
positions. 

VlGXETTl•:S. 
:\o~ . 1 2 :1 -l 5 H 

Row 1 Iv V V V V V 
Row 4 .V V V V V y 
Row a iV y V V V V 
Row 4 v·v V V V V 

G-18 
Row 19 V V V V V V 
Row 20 V V V V V V 

Row 21 V V V V V V 2 
Row 22 V V V V V V 3 

copper cylinder by the said 12-set carbon tissue 
sheet were derived by the latter from HORIZONTAL 
Rows Nos. 3 AND 4 OF THE ORIGINAL DrAPosrTIVE. 
FRAME PLATE. 

'l'he imagos on tho 132-sct vignette copper 
cylinder were "squeegeed" thereon from printed 
tissue obtained from 120-set and 12-set carbon 
tissue sheets printed from the original 120-set. 
diapositive vignette plate in a manner similar to 
that described for the frame cylinder afore. From 
certain characteristics quoted further on it will be 
observed that the two additional horizontal Rows. 
Nos. 21 and 22 imparted to the copper cylinder 
by the 12-set vignette carbon tissue sheet were 
derived by the latter from HORIZONTAL Rows 
Nos. 2 AND 3 OF THE ORIGINAL DIAPOSITIVE: 
VIGNETTE PLATE. 

The following is a plan which represents the 
positions of certain characteristics of the dia­
positive frame and vignette plates shown on a 
reconstructed sheet of coil stamps anent certain 
horizontal rows:-

(b) VJGXETTJ:£S. 
No~. I 2 8 •! 5 G 

"D" "C" 
Row HI (19) V V V V V V 
Row 20 (20) V y V V V V 
Row 2 (21) V v V V V Vh 
Row :l (22) V Ve Vd V V V 
Row L (L) V V Va V V V 
Row 2 (2) V V V V V Vu 
Row 3 (3) V Ve Yd v· V V 
Row 4 (4) ... V V V V V V 
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In the . foregoi.ug, " D " represents the dia­
posit.ive and " C " the cylinder horizontal rows. 

(a) The following is a list of the diaposiUve frame 

plate blemishes and Llwir pu::;.itium; uu the re­
constructed sheet wit,h small letters indicatint thoi 1· 

positions on the frame plan above:-

(a.) 1 IJ'l l)ot over" F" of" Afrika" and dot iu frameliue, top riglit. 
(b) 19.2 Dot between•· 1D" of" 8uill." • 
(c) 1 !J/;J Final " A " of•· Afrika " split. 
(d) lfl14 Dot over "r I " of" Snid" and dot between "B " and "L" of" Posseel." 
(e) 1 !1 15 Large dot abo,·c right scroll to right of postage. 
(f) 19/G Dot outside of right frnmelinc. 
(g) 201 J Dot in ball of" 2" of" 2d." 

g'f ~g;: E~~ ~~.i~a.~118W1
~, a~?::es~~~hifih~.~~~;~rameline. 

(.i) 20 15 not over " S" of" Snid." Dot after "0 " of" Posseel." 
(k) J ;1 Dot in " 1, " of" Sonth " and in "H" of" South.'' 
(l) 3/1 and. 2J '1 Small dot in left. bottom corner within frameline. 
(111) H/2and2.1.2 Dotafterfinal"L" of"Posseel." Dotin"K" of''Afrika." 
(n) :11:~ and 211:3 Dot in framcline above" CA" of" Africa." 
(o) 3/4 and 21/4 Small dot in onter frnmeline above •· 1<':" 
(p) )/5 imd 21/5 Small dqts, 011tside frameline, over" H" and" R." 
(q) 412 and 22/2 Dot in frameline left of scroll. 
(r) 4/4 and 22/4 Dot in " G " of·• South." 
(.~) 4/5 and 22/ii Small dots, outside frame, one over" S," one in" c. 
(t) 4/6 and 2216 Dot in frameline at bottom right. · 

( b) The following is a list of the diapositive 
Yignette plate blemishes and their positions on the 

reconstructed sheet, with small letters referencing 
their positions on the vignette plan above :-

(a) L3 Dot left of centre chimney (English inscribed stam])). 
(b) 2/U Faint dot in clouds right of left tower (English inc. stamp). 
(c) 3/2 Dot in sky to right of left tower and dot in sky to left of left tower. (Afrikaans inRrribf'fl stamp.) 
(d) 3/:J Small flag on spire of right tower (English inscribed stamp). 
(b) 21/6 Faint dot in clouds right of left tower (Afrikaans inc. stamp). 
(c) 22/2 Dot in sky to right of left tower and dot in sky to }.eft of left towrr (Engli,,!1 inscribed stamp.) 
(cl) 22/:~ Small flag on spire of right towPr (Afrikaans :nscribP\l stamp). 

(a) and (b) rmnnNEn FJLHIES AXT> VJffNHTTES PL.AX . 
. xos. l 
"l)" "C" "D" "C" 

Row 19 (] H) HJ (Hl) RV 
Row 20 (20) 20 (20) AV 
Row 

,, 
(21) 2 (21) EV 

Row 4 (22) ;{ (22) A\' 
Row l (1) l (l) 'EV 
Row ·> (2) 2 (2) AV 
Row ., (3) :1 (:{) l'JV 
How 4 '(4) 4 (4) AV 

The data given in the foregoing plan have bem1 
complied from t·econstnwted vertical Rtrips of eight 
units each honsed in my Union eolh~et.ion witl1 
horizontal Rows Nos. 21 and 22, the two addii,innal 
rows, contiguous t,o horizontal Rows Nos. I and :!. 
Thus, it will be discerned t.hat the 2d. rotogravure 
coil Rt.amps of 1 ~:~ I furnished Union philately with 
something new hy way of variety, namely, that 

FRANCE 
Full information is not vet available as to 

what stamps are heing ·-0.secl in liberated 
France. but apparently it is a mixture of 
hand-overs from the Vichy regime and new 
issues, some printed in France or Algiers, some 
in ,v ashington and some in London. It is 
fairly clear that there is to be no Al\f GOT 
issn,e·-this in fact never seems to haYe got 
much beyond Sicily; Italian stamps or Italian 
with a "Governo Militare Alleato" overprint 
being used on the lilwrated mainland. 

U.S.S.R. 
Jfekrel'.~ TFeekl!I reports two more com­

memoratives with the flag of the U.S.S.R. 
flanked with the Union Jack and the Stars 
and Stripes. These are in a central oval 
and in the surrounding border are the shad­
owing flags of many nations. These stamps, 
value 60k. and 8r., were apparently issued 
on 14th June, for they bear that date and an 
inscription meaning "The Day of the United 
Nations." 

2 ;{ 4 f> {i 

AV EV AV EV AV 
EV AV EV AV EV First Rrvolutfons 
AV EV AV EV AVb ofCylindns. 
J~Yc~ AVd EV AV RV 
AV BVa AV EV AV 
RV AV RV AV EVb Second Revolutions 
AVc EVd AV- EV AT of Cylinders. 
EV AV EV EV EV 

certain diapositive characteristics, already par­
ticularized in t,his monograph, appear on ·certain 
ENGLISH INSCRIBED STAMPS in the positions 
indicated afore as EVb, EV c and EV d, and that 
these identical diapositive characteristics. appear 
also on certain AFRIKAANS INSCRIBED STAMPS 
in the positions indicated afore as A Vb, AV c and 
AVd. Smnper aliquid novi Africam affere. 

U.S.A. 
T·wo more "Overrun Countries" comm,pmor­

atives have been announc~od: a 3c purple, in 
honour of the Philippine resistance to Japan, 
and a 5c in honour of Korea. 

The latter, due to have appear,ed on 2nd 
Novemher, shows the flag of formerly indepen­
dent Korea in natural colours, with a border 
of ~he same design and colonr as the European 
senes. 

The fornwr, t0 have lwPn issued on 27th 
Re,ptemher, is not of the common flag design, 
bnt haR a reproduction on Corregidor and tlw 
('Oll ,weting islands on whieh were otlwr fortR, 

Join 
THE INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE CLUB 

and build your collection cheaply with the help of over­
seas members, Membership costs only 4/6 per year, or 
three years 12/- and competitions offer free extensions. 
(Used 'stam"])s on or off cover accepted for fees by 

arrangement.) 
Full varticulars from: 

S. G. Walton, 252 St. John's Road, Canley Vale, 
N.S.W., Australia. 
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COLLECTORS' WANTS AND OFFERS 
(:Twopence per word per ins,ertion 

Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used 
copies wanted. Particularly Edward 
and George. High prices willingly 
paid. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes­
. burg. 

Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarities wanted by 

A. E. Basden, Killarney, Brickhill Road, 
Durban. 

Collections Wanted to Buy.-Ol<l and 
Modern Collections, Single Rarities 
and Errors, Duplicates and Office 
Mixtures. 
Prompt c~sh on acceptance of offer: 

E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.), 
117 Longmarket Street, Cape Town. 

Wanted': Transvaal, Natal, Cape, O.F.S., 
Bechuanaland, Gambia, St. Helena, 
Egypt, France. PickiE!d copies, rari­
ties and varieties, also 9,0b0 items 
for world collection up to 1933 issues. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

For Service, promptness and satisfac­
tion. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 
Phone 54-1692. 

Mr. E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom, 
offers Blocks of South African· Col­
onies and Union, also full range of 
Entires. 

Basutoland: Wanted covers, or . stamps 
postmarked in Basutoland before 
1910. 

Harding, Box 108, Ladybrand. 

Current issues of British Colonials sup­
plied at 121 per cent. above face value 
or cost. Also other stamps at very 
reasonable prices. Postage and insur­
ance extra. Full particulars from 

Arthur F. \Vol ton, "Roddfield," Hay le, 
Cornwall, England. -----------

Want e .d: Geo. VI obsolete mint only, 
singles and/or blocks of four. To fill 
gaps in private collection. Will buy or 
exchange. 

Lt. B. H. Friedman, 64 Air School, 
Tempe, Bloemfontein. Member of 
O.F.S. & Basutoland Philatelic 
Society. ---------------

Wante.d: S.A. Military Postmarks in 
S.W.A. Stanley Gibbons 18a. and 
46a. Postag,e Due D.2.a.-D.8.B and 
C. 

F. Matte1,. 24 Hoofd Street, Braamfon­
t,ein, Johannesburg. 

with minimum of 2/- per insertion) 

Want.e.d low priced South African 
material up to 10,000 each. Offers to: 

';Stamps," Box 1102, Salisbury_. ___ _ 

N.Z. 1944 Health Set on cover for fifty 
assorted S.A. in good condition. · 

S. Curtis & Co., Ashhurst, New Zea­
land. 

Wante,d: Union King's H·ead-£i:-10;:, 
5/- mint and fine used, Ud. bantam 
unroulett,ed. 

C. ,J. Dekema, Box 145, Germiston. 
I off er my specialised collectionof 

stamps of Great Britain 1840 to 194;3 
(including rarities and about 264 
Mint.) Catalogue value £339. Price 
£l00. Further particulars from: 

E. J. Brierley, "Maritzani," Markel 
Street, Somerset West, C.P., where 
collection can be seen. 

MONTHLY 
PHILATELIC 

BULLETIN. 
Eaeh mo1ith The "·indsor Stamp Co. pub­

lish 'l'lll<] WL'\'IJSOH MONTHLY PHILA­
'l'ELIC BULLJ';'l'J~. an attractive 12 page 
illustrated list. 

Contents inclll(le many offers of interesting 
stamps, including sections for Empire aud 
l•'<?reign; New Issues; Stamps for Investment; 
H1_gh values ; Specimens; Accessories; Special 
offers and a l\1ont hly Outstanding Bargain. 

No, ,ve are not telling you any more as we 
wish Y?U to obtain and judge the M.P.B. for 
yourself, and, of course, as a subscriber have 
the exclusive offers each month of stamps in 
short supply at reasonable prices. 

, S_ubscriptio~ 2s. 6d. for one year's supply of 
12 issues, '".Inch please remit by British Postal 
Order. Specunen copy 3d. 

THE WINDSOR .STAMP COMPANY 
UCKFIELD SUSSEX ENGLAND 
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T can oft'er a small quantity of O.ffice File 
Ringbooks, as a useful stand-by and substitute 

for Stamv Albums. 

Strong, Black American Cloth Cover, with 150 
ruled, good, tough quality writing-paper pages, 
and thumb index. Size of ,vage 7}ins. x 10ins., 
price 17 /6 nett, postage 1/6 extra. Spare leaves 
can be supplied at 6;6 per 100, post free. 

A similar album is available in Foolscap size 
(71ins. x 12ins.) at 21/- nett, postage 1/6· extra. 
S1iare leaves at 7/6 per 100, post free. 

Owing to the limited supply available, these 
Ringbooks cannot be sent on apJHoval. Orders, 
which must be accompanied by remittance, will be 
executed strict,Jy irt rotation. 

No other albums, nor spare leaves, in stock at 
present. 

1945. Gibbons F.orei,gm (Part II) Catalo,nie: 
Orders now being booked. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 
~-:.CL~.;;,,' I 

@, .................................................... , ...................... , ............ ,B 

WEEKLY STAMP 
AUCTION SALES 
CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 

Postal bids accepted 

EGYPT AND 
NEAR EAST 

Singles Commemoratives Aviation, 
Lots Sets, etc., etc. 

SELLING 
BUYING 

EXCHANGE 

Seeking Relations 
rl'ith 

Dea/en and Colleaors 

Cosmonbile 
Postage r Stamps 

CAIRO Box 177 EGYPT 

EVERY 
THURSDAY 

12.45 - 2 p.m. 

• 
Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private · treaty 

JAMES MILDENHALL & COM.PANY 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

Corne:- RISS! K & MARSHALL STREETS (Opp. Escom House) 

JOHANNESBURG 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

140 Tl-I~ SOUTH AFRlCAN PHILATttIST. becember, 1944. 

IN AND OUT OF 
VRYBURG 

By .T. H. HARVEY PIRIE 

anrl 

A. A. ,JURGENS 
(Continued from page 124 of November issue) 

This story has long been current 
in South Africa and has been fairly generally 
accepted, by ourselvef'; included, but, we fear, in a 
completely uncritical spirit and without any 
attempt being made to verify the origin or t ruth of 
the story. 

A date stamp of this type, with a dot and two 
dashes, is not known fi:om anywhere else in Cape 
Colony of this period and, at first sight, the hitherto 
accepted story might well soem to account for it. 
Nevertheless our study of it and of Vryburg post­
marks of the preceding ten years has convinced us 
that the story is a myth. Our reasom; for saying so 
aq·e as follows :-

Fig. 3. Fig. 4. 

(a) V,.rybnrg dnte stumps with BB at the b :11.tnrn 
were in nse for at any n1t e the period 189:{ to 1895. 
\Ve have a mun.her of them can<'elliug British 
Bechuanaland RtaTnps or on c·overn to or from .. 
Vryburg during theHe yearn. Such date stamps may 
have remained in the Vryburg Post office a ftel' it 
came under Cape Colony administration (we know, 
in fact, that one, of a slightly differnnt pattern, did 
so remain-see section 7 of this aTticle), but it was 
not one of them which was mutilated to cancel the 
Vryburg Z.A.R. stamps. These marks all had an 
index letter (A-D) hut, as that was a removable 
feature, its presence or absence can be discounted 
as of no evidencial value in this connection. 

'l'he important point is that the central stop at 
the bottom, the one after the first B , is, in every 
mark of this type which we have seen, small and 
round and considerably higher up than the bottom 
bm·s of the B's (see Fig. 5). It does not appear to 
us possible, therefore, that chipping off of the up1w1· 
parts of the B's could h ave left dashes level with the 
central dot as is seen in Figs. 1, 2 and 4. 

(b) \Vhat ii:;, perhaps, even more convincing 
evidence is the fact that there was in use at Vryburg 
for, at any rate, the period 1892 to 1895 a date stamp 
without the letters B B at the bottom. but with a 
central dot and "side dashes "-making a mark 
absolutely indistinguishable from that found on the . 
Yryburg Z.A.R. stamps. \Ve have stweral specimens 
of this cancelling B1·itiRh Bechuanaland st11<tnp$ .or .. 

Fig. 5. 

on covers to or fro1n Vryburg. A)pecimen from an 
official letter of 1895 is illustrated in Fig. l ; this 
shows traces of the side dashes. \Ve take it that this 
date stamp remained lying around in the Vryburg 
Post Office, was found in November, 1899, and was 
the one used during the Boer occupation of the 
town. There was also at least one Vryburg B B date 
stamp and one Vryburg C.G.H. date stamp, as is 
mentioned in Section 7 of this article, but, Vryburg 
having been officially annexed, it is fairly obvious 
why the date stamp with no territorial 1ett~rs on it 
was preferred. 

The other illustrations of this date staimp are : 
Fig. 2, from the cover already mentioned as having 
been posted in Vryburg on the date of occupation, 
25 OC 99 ; this has the most prominent side dashes 
which we have seen. Fig. 3, from a cover with a set 
of Vryburg Z.A.R. stamps addresl-1ed to the post­
master, Johannesburg; this has no ·side dashes 
visible . :Fig. 4, on an O.V .S. stamp, with date 
14 AP, l 900 ; this has traces of the side dashes, 
very much as in t,he 1895 mark (Fig. 1). 

\Ve condude , on this evidence, ,that the ma1·k 
always found on genuine Vryburg Z.A.H. stamps was 
one of a date stamp in use at Vryburg in earlier 
years and that it was not from a mutilated B.B. 
date stamp. We think it unlikely that the date 
stamp was meant to have these side dashes. British 
Bechuanaland had its c•ancellers made through the 
(}.P.O. in Cape Town, which nn,turally plaeed the 
order with the .same people as made the eanceUers 
for the Uap e Government an'd they followed the 
types of the Cape marks. Cape ,marks with a single 
dot at the bottom are common, but a type with 
dashes on either side pf the dot is not known. 
Probably in making the Vryburg canceller, rough 
or slightly i:'aised portions were left through careless­
ness and these sometime~ left their imprint in the 
postmark. 

The postmark of 14 AP 1900 (Fig . 4) raises. a 
little point of interest. Look at the '.' 1900." Rich 
calls this " condensed numerals " and states : 
" Such slugs were supplied to a number of Cape 
offices, to replace the 2-figure (99) year date in use 
for 1899. J ts presence is therefore a sign of genuine­
ness." We are not a,wal'e of this condensed 1900 
slug frorn " a number of Cape offices," in fact, we 
only know it ouherwise from the Mafeking C.G.H. 
date stamp in use during the siege ; " 00 " wn:-1 
the usual combination supplied for use when m, 
came to an end, although for a time Hl was used 
at variom:; offices whose communications with Care 
Town had been cut off by Boer activitieR. \Vhat we 
would like to know is " How did thii:; l 900 slug get ~ 
into Vryburg, seeing that it was in Boer occupation 
from 25th October, 1899, onwards?" Incidentally. 
a.lso, hO\v did the Mafeking one get in, seeing that 
Mafeking was cut off ? One can hardly imagine 
th!:l Cape postal authorities sending special runners 
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to smuggle them through, egpecially at Vryburg. 
6. Counterfeit VRYBURG cancellations. 

Rich desc1oibes and figures (Illustration 2-3) the 
postmark found on the stamps with forged over­
prints he has s@on. Thi8 is a circle of correct size 
with a :;mall round dot at the bottom ; the letter:; 
are thinner and taller than in the genuine marki-; ; 
them is a11 index letter D and the date is DC 17. 
This date is " phoney " in two respectK ; DC was 
never the abbreviation used for December, it was 
DE and 17 Dec. was a very unlikely (although not 
an entirely impossible) date i'ieein,g that the salo of 
Urn stamps was stopped on 20th November. Wo 
have not seen any genuine Vryburg postmark with 
the characters of lettering as given by Rich. 

The cancellations on the two sets of stamps with 
counterfeit overprints which we have seen arn qnito 
different from that described and figured by Rich ; 
this is scarcely to be wondered at, as throe of the 
four stamps are of quite a different brew from his. 
The postnrnrks on the two sets are identical in 
character, except for the dates. The mark is a 
circle of correct size (see Fig. 6) with a small round 
dot at the bottom (not shown in the illustration, 
hut preserit on some of the other specimens} ; th(J 
circle is moderately thick, although not so thick a. 
in'the usual genuine postma'l-k. The letters of th!:l 
town name, although thinner than the genuine, as 
in Rich's case, are quite distinctly less tall than thoso 
of the genuine mark. All marks have the index 
Jetter D ; the date in one set is NO 28 90, in the 
other it is DC 17 99 as in Rich's cal:!e. This peculial'ity 
is suggestive of a common origin, although the over­
prints and marks are otherwise different. 

We agree with Rich that DC in place of DE is 
strongly presu:mptivo of " wrongness " about thei-;e 
cancellations, but even errors of this order are 
occasionally met with in perfectly genuine Cape 
cancellations. We put no stress on the fact that 
the month comes before the day. This reversal of 
order is commonly r,;een in Cape postmarks of the 
period and, in fact, Rich himself records one 
genuine Vryburg Z.A.R. 2½d, with . the date . ar,; 
NO 28 nn in place of the more usual 28 NO 90. We 
have seen one set, which we regard as genuine in 
every respect, in which the date on three of the 
stamps is 28 NO 09, but on the fourth it is NO 28 09. 
This set belongs to Mr. A. E. Basden and it may 
be mentioned incidentally that it is certified a 
genuine by a Mr. Ashcroft, but Mr. Basden is 
unaware who this individual is or was. 

Fig. 6. Fig. 7. 

\Ve have not found any genuine Vryburg post­
lilE,rks agreeing in all particulars ( date left out of 
conside:ration) with the marks on the forgeries we 
ha,·e described. There was a mark in use in 18!}0, 
however, of which the forged marks are a pretty 
good copy,,but not an exact one. We illustrate this 
lllf!-fJf in Fis-- 7, and on comparison with Fig, 0 it 

will be seen that the letters of the counterfeit inark 
are not quite as tall as those bf the g6nuine mark. 
Incidentally. it may be mentioned here that this 
genuine mark (with index letter D) is to be found 
011 copies of the British Bechuanaland ,.;tamp 
~.U. No. 2!)-0n.o Half-Penny overprint on Three 
Penee---with the overprint iuvorted. Thrnm stamps 
Ht.'fl either forgerie,; or printers' wa,.;to, but thi,.; is 
another story'which we will not, go int;n now. 
7. British Reoccupation 8tamp8. 

On the British reoccupation by Urn l\lafoking 
Relief Column on May 15th or rnth, moo, some 
Transvaal stamps were found in the post, office, and 
these were overprinted with a rubber lrnndstarnp 
'' V.R. SPECIAL POST" in three lines. Gibbons 
list the ½d., ld., 2d., and 2½d. ; Poole gives only the 
}d. and Jd. and puts the quant,ities as 100 of the 
},d. and 60 of the ld. 
~ In Gibhons' .Zl1 onthly Journal of April, 1 !102, a 
}fr. H. \V. Hawkins reports as follows:- ' 

" ' Special Posts ' were sold in the ordinary way, 
the a,mounts realized being ha,ndod to t,ho Cape 
Government: The exact numbers were ½d,, 2:{2 and 
Id., (i8. There mrn,t also have been a few 2d. and 
2½d. £'or one of each has been seen. They were 11sed 
mainly for franking letters dating from th,e arrival 
of the flying column for the relief of Mafeking up 
to the 29th May. Previous to these there were issnod 
a few odd ½d. and ld. current Capes pen and ink 
eancelled C.St.Q as the date stamp was mis:-,ing. 
Afterwards the old B.B. one turned up and was 
temporarily employed." 

We have only seen the ½d. and ld., six copies iu 
all, but amongst these the overprint occurs reading 
either upwards or downward,; on each value. All 
show the date of cancellation as MY 16 19. 

\Vhether ·this overprint has been counterfeited or 
not we cannot say. The specimens we have seen 
are all identical in c:haracter and the scarcity of the 
stamps seems to suggest that there are no fakes 
about. 

Fig. 8. Fig. 9. 

All those ,ve have seen are cancelled and four of 
i,he six are ·' on piece " with the cancellation nicely 
placed (like Rich's illustration 2--5) at one or other 
enll so as not to cover much of the stamp. One of 
the exceptions is a stamp not on piece, showing 
parts of two cancellations, but these are of the 
same type as the others. The other exception is on 
a cover addressed to an individual in Johannesburg 
who, we knO"w, acted as a war correspondent for a 
,T ohannesburg newspaper. There iR no back­
s tamping, howe,·er, which might be taken as proof 
that the cover actually went through the post. 

\\That about the cancellations on these " Special 
Posts" ? V HYBrRG B H postmarks with two 
large dotf> between the ends of VRYBURG and 
B B seem to be scarce as we have only seen one 
specimen. This is on a postcard and has the date 
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MY lo 94. It has an index letter C, but, as a remov­
able feature, this can be discom1ted. We illustrate, 
for comparison, this postmark (Fig. 8) and the 
cancellation on a " Special Post " (Fig. 9) ; it will 
ho agreed, we think, that they are very similar and 
on the whole we are of opinion that they have been 
rnado by one and the same stamper. \Vhat little 
difference there may be in thickness of letters is 
probably explicable by difference in texture of tho 
papers or firmness of application. \Ve would have 
liked to have had more specimens for comparison, 
of both the marks as in use about 1894 and, even 
more particularly, of undoubtedly genuinely used 
" Special Posts." It may be that we are too sus­
picious, in not saying straight out that the two 
marks are identical, but so many funny things have 
happened in Vryburg that we are unwilling to 
accept anything emanating therefrom at sheer face 
value. 

If this canceller was really available on 16th May 
for cancelling these stamps, why was it not available 
to Mr. St. Quentin for cancelling the Cape stamps? 
He used a VRYBuRG C.G.H. canceller, but as no 
date slug could be found initialled the cancellations 
instead. There may be some simple explanation, 
but, failing it, our confidence in the character of 
these reoccupation piece:,; of MY l Ii is not increased. 

+ 
CARIMBOLOGY. 

Our contemporary Brasil Filatelico runs a 
(·olumn entitled "Carimbologia." vYe wonder how 
many of our readers know to what branch of 
philately this refers. Answers gladly received, but 
no prizes offered for correct solutions. 

SPECIAL OFFER 
11 Basutoland ?,d. to 10/- current used . . 26/0 
11 .Bechuanaland {d. to 10/- current used 30/0 

8 N. Rhodesia -!,-<l. to 1/- current mint . . 3/J 
9 Nylasaland ½d. to l/- Ct.l'l'ent mint . . 4/0 
9 S. Rhodesia ~.tl. to 1/- curnmt mint . . 5/4 

16 S.W.A. pictorials }d. to 1/- mint pairs 6/3 
20 S.W.A. Bantam issue ½<l. to 1/- current 

mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7/0 
Also available: Shorter sets and singles o.f above; 
also modern Swaziland, Sweden, Transjo·,dan, 
U.S.A., airmails, and others, mint and used. ' 

Nett. C.'vV.O. Add 4d. to order:; under "l/6 to I 
cover registration, 7 /6 aml over post free. 

I 
N. P. GREENHAM 

i li-, COCHRANE PLACE, DIJIWAN. 

INDIAN lA Tete-Beche Mint at 1/6 llCl' pair. 

BERMUDA! 2s. M.P. used in bloek at £1 5s. per 
block. 

BR. GUIANA 81 u;;ctl at U6 each 

MALTA 1 Bhwk 2d. error Curl on HcaJ U 
at 12/6 block. 

(;RENADA 2/- !D41 used at 10/- c.1d1. 

tiRENADA 5/- Hl,38 w;e<l at !J/- -each. 

GRENADA 10/- 1!)43 Large frame at £1 lOs. each. 
GRENADA 10/- l\J38 Toned .Paver Rare (One) 

at £2 l:!.s. 6d. 

J. CHAMBERS 
52 Parliament Street, PORT ELIZABETH 

NYASALAND 
A ne,v pictorial issue is in course of pre­

paration, but elate of availability· is 1101 Yet 
announced. The designs "-ill indnde the f'ol­
lowing :·-

}tl. and 9d. ·Canoe on Lake Nyasa. 
lcL ::\lember of King's African Rifles. 
Hcl .. ancl 6d. "l'ea Estate, Mlanje Moun-

ta111s. 
2d., ls. and 10s. ::\[ap and Coat of Arms. 
3d. and 2s. Lake fishing village. 
4d. and 2s. ud. Tobacco Estate. 
i5s. and .£1. Coat of Arms. 

All stamps 011 sheets of 60 in the siw of till! 

,existing·low values, 26 x 37 mm. 
-Windsor 8tamp Co. 

offered in pairs antl block:,; 

. 
WILLY SOBKOWRKI 

BOX 528 

WJNDHOEK 

Speeialist of S."\V.A. Stamps 

J:111111111111111111111111111111111111111,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111_,1111111[!] 

. Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIALS .:====~===! 

should get into touch with me AT ONCE 
Selections of choice Mint or Used 

AI<·RICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
PTI approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected ,from at :, 
ONE~THIRD of Catalogue price .. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 150% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England 
@tlllllll,1,lllllllfJJIJIIIJJlll,,IIIJJIJJIIJlfJll!-flffJ.#11••1tll,,lfJ.JI-Hl•ia,-4raf,lffl lfJllf'''f!'fJ!!flfffJJf,,IJ•!l'f''''IIJJJl!ffJflfff'Jl!,!!,~~,fffJIIJJffJfffffff!l,JflJlflJffJIIJlfJffflflllll€ 
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The Stamp Collector's Annual-1944. 32nd 
Edition. Published by "The PhUatelic 
Magazine." Price 3s. nett, 3s. 3d. p-0st 
free from 112 Strand, London W.C.2. 

This work, although not as large as in pre­
war years, provides the usual interesting 
mixed bill of fare. It opens with the 3rd 
edition of the "Savoy" specialised catalogue 
of the postage stamps of K.G. VI as known 
up to May, 1944 (but "Corona1tions ex­
cepted") ; it is a good listing, prices are for 
unused only, being- those ruling at the time 
of going to press. The general statement that 
"Postage Dues" and "Officials" are not listed 
as they are not available to the public is not 
quite accurate as regards Union "officials" 
and the inclusion of the Protectorates with 
S. W .A. as "Territories directly or indirectly 
under Union administration" sounds rather 
queer to us. 

The next section is a compilation by the 
Editor of "Stamps perforated with letters 
and devices on official authority-commonly 
known as Perforated Officials." This is ad­
mitted to be a first effort to compile a cata­
logue of this group of stamps and not to be 
complete; it is hoped it will lead to more in­
formation being forthcoming so that a revised 
and more nearly complete catalogue may be 
made. There are certainly omissions in the 
railway perforated officials of Natal, O.R.C. 
and Transvaal. 
, Next comes a short guide to the eollection 
of British Meter Postage Stamps, and 
lastly the 16th edition of "Who's \Vho in 
Philately"-a guide to the prominent private 
collectors in Great Britain and Ireland aml 
their special interests. 
,t Hi,ghway Into Stanip Collecting. By 

Stephen G. Rich. Published by Chambers 
Publishing Company, Kalamazoo, Michi­
gan. Price, 50 cents. 

Mr. Rich seems to be capable of unlimited 
philatelic work as a collector, writer' of 
articles and philatelic columns, editing speci­
alist journals, managing societies and eon­
ducting correspondence with Tom, Dick, 
Harry and Mary all over the world. 

He has now broken out in a new field ·with 
a Handbook for Beginners, and it is a most 
excellent, readable and in,teresting little book. 
It should appeal especially to South .Africans 
as, with his many old but still persisting in­
terests here, a big proportion of the illustra­
tions are of South African :items. 

He advises the beginner at first to eollect 
everything and anything; later on to collect 
what he specially likes. He covers, of course, 
3111 the conventional field of beginners' books, 
now to handle stamps, how to recognise them, 
mount them, display them to best advantage, 
etc., etc. Perforations, watermarks, different 
kinds of printing, etc., are briefly but lµcidly 

dealt with.. Sp~cial fields of collecting are 
rather more fully considered than in usual 
books of this type, and there are valuable 
hints on how to get ( and not to get) stamps, 
the use of a catalogue and books. 

He has deliberately not gone so deeply in­
to things as some "first books" do, as his 
experience with juniors' clubs and the like 
is that they are too full and that the line he 
has taken is more interesting and stimulat­
ing. We endorse his choice and can highly 
recommend this bo9klet to prospective and 
young collectors. 

ANOTHEH BOFQFET 
An Ameriea11 reader, \\Titing about one of 

.:\fr. 8_nlow's recent articles, says: "May 1 
state that the South A_fl'itun l'hifutelist has 
in its 12 pages ,each month as mud1 matNial 
of real interest and \\·orth as a number of the 
large, A rneriean stiuup weekli('S do in a similar 
period. Onl.v the /lmericun J>hilufelisf and 
the <1olfedors' (!{11/1 l'hilu.felist surpass it in 
quantit)·, though not in quality." 

1
--- --------- ----- -. ------, 

SOCIETY NEWS I 
L------------------------~ 

CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President, ,v. D. Vallance; Hon. Sec·retary, S. 

Kaganson. P.O. Box 197:1. Cape Town: Meetings, 2nrf 
and 4th Thursdays at Yorkshire Buildings, Strandl 
Street, at 7 .30 p.m. 

Thursday, October 26.'-A good attendance when Mr. 
W. G. Hesse gave his exhibit "Not in the Catalogue." 
This was· an unusual display depicting chiefly the po­
litical history of Ge1·many. Many interesting covers 
wer,e shown, those of svecial inter,est being an "anti­
waste" cover of 1870, and another showing the Ger­
man P.O. Armistice Commission cancellation i'n 1919. 

Two othe1· interes,ting< covers were the "Balloon Post" 
from Paris to Bordeaux, and a "catapult" cover from 
the German ship Bremen. 

Mr. Hesse described the various sheets disvlaye<l. 
Mr, Ashmead, commenting\ on the collection, said Mr. 

Hesse had the· knack of vicking out the quaint thing8 
in vhilately and making an inter,esting display from 
them. 

The usual auction took place, many items belng of-
fered for Red Cross F'unds. . 

Thm:sday, November 9.-"Variety" was the order of 
foe day at this meeting when members displayed selec­
tions of their own ehoosing. Seven members took part. 

A particularly fine exhibit by Mr. F. Mattei, of ,Jo­
hanne:-;burg, was a collection of "Specimen" stamvs 
comprising the complete series of the former German 
colonies, on unwatermarked paper. 

Mr. Han.sen displayed a series of stamps with par­
ticular bearing on the present war,. such as the new 
Polish. Nor'wegian and Dutch war issues. 

Mr. E. 0. Solomon gave a display of "Chinese Locals 
and Shanghai." An interesting cover here was one 
salvaged from the flying-boat "Challenger." A fow 
sheets. of particular interest to collectors of the Belgian 
Congo were exhibited by Mr. Rivers as these showed 
some "freak" verfs. and imperfs. from that colony. 

Mr. Klein exhibited a few sheets. from a very fine 
collection of "British West African Colonies," includ­
ing the "Wilberforce" set of Siena Leone. 

Mr. Kaganson gave us a few sheets of the latest is­
sues, including the 'Monte Cassino" set, the new Am­
gots: and also a s,et issued by Vichy France. 

The last exhibitor was Mr. Vallance, and among his 
sheets was the interesting issue by Spain of the "Sub­
marine Postals." Another interesting item here was 
a forged vostmark on a Falkland Islands Jubilee. 

The meeting closed with the usual auction, no less 
than 3;3 items being offered for Red Crnss Funds. 

B.L.C, 
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THE ORANGE l•'REE ST ATE & BASUTOLAND 
SOCIETY. 

President, Mr. C. A. Lanwn; Hon. Secretary, Mr. 
R. G. Lyon, Hox 7U~. Hloemto11tci11; .Mcelinf/8, 3rd 
l•'ridays ead1 monlll, • Urnuje Kofficlrnis, Blocmfontci11, 
'i.;;;u p.m. 

Septembe1·.-The annual genend met:ting was held on 
the 15th and the evening was devoted entirely to busi­
ness. The election of officers fol· the ensuing year re­
suLted as follows: Pr,esident, Mr. C. A. Larsen ; vice­
vresident, Mr. J. Lewis; secretary, Mr. }{. G. Lyon; 
committee, Messrs. J. B. Levy, M. Liss and Lt. Fried­
man. 

October.-At our October meeting there were 14 mem­
bersi present. 

After the stamp bourse and 1·eading of conespomlence, 
Mr. J. B. Levy showed his New.f.oun<llands. Amongst 
several desirable items were the 1911 coronations, One 
Dollar Air Post, No Comma, A Dornier D'ox f!O\vn 
cover, St. John to Heiderheim Germany, complete set 
of the 1933 airs and a flown cover~first day, franked 
with the 7,5 cent., St, Johns to St. Anthony. 

The remainder of the evening was taken up with a 
successful auction of stamps and covers in aid 0£ war 
funds. 

The November meeting, though poorly attended, was 
most enjoyable in that, in defe1•ence to the expressed 
wishes of the president, all members brought a quan­
tity of duplkates for exchange, for sale and sale by 
auction. 

The highlight of the evening was the very fine dis­
vlay of ''.Free French" by Mr. M. Liss. Here was the 
enj0iyable opportunity to see and learn something of 
stamps which have so suddenly jumped into the lime­
light as far as prices and valuations are concerned. The 
collection was complete as far as .African possessions 
was concerned, but did not include French possessions 
elsewhere. 

During the evening reforence was made to a visit 
made by Mr. K. Alexander, of Cave Town, during which 
n small impromptu philatelic gathering was success­
fully arranged and much enjoyed by those present. 

A "spotting'·'\ competition, arranjfed by the president, 
was held, and this vrovided an enjoyable finale, in 
whieh Mr. T. Sacks brilliantly scored full marks. 

+ C.A.L. 

THEJ PiHILATELTC SOCIETY OF NATAL. 
President, A. L. Bevis; Jl{m. l::3ec., G. l\lilner, 

Palmer, J:'.O. Dox 588,' 1Jurlmn; .M eetmys, 1st anu 
::ird \Vednesdays at London Assurance House, :Hu 
:::lmith Street tin the rooms of the Hurl.Jan Camera 
Club, top floor), 7.::m p.m. 

Thirty-third annual general meeting hel<l on 1st No­
vember, 19.44. 

The secreta1·y re11ol'ted that once again definite vro­
gr_eHs had been made, no,t only from Lhe memliershii1 
point of view Lut also from a financial aspect. Mem­
hen,hip now stood at 170, a net increase of 21 meI11bers 
over last year. 

The Sales Packet Superintendent rel)orted that the 
total sales for the year were £232, giving a commission 
of £2·3 to the society. Mo:. P. Bishop felt that some 
member!'; were pricing theiL- stamps a little on the high 
side. 

The treasurer rer,orted that subsctiptions had heen 
satis:liactorily paid, and the society's finances were in 
a very glood position. 

Mr. Bevis in.formed the meeting that the Hurst Col­
lectic.m is gradually being ananged in the new cabinet 
of 40 frames, and this work should be comvleted within 
a year. 

One of our Honorary Life Members, Mr. J, H. Cham­
be11·lain, had indicated his desire to hand over to the 
Hh;torical Section of the Museum his collection of Na1.al 
Pm,t Marks, which is neai'ly complete. 

Officials elected for the ensuing year were as fol­
lows.: Patrons, the Administrator for Natal and the 
Mayor of Durb,rn ; president, L. Bevis ; vice-pre3idents, 
H. de T'enas&on, W. Percy Williams, E. E. Gagel, J. 
Lyle, J. R. Simpson; sec.-treasurer, G. Milner Palmer; 
Hales packet superintendent, Percy C. Bishop; assist­
ant sales packet superintendent, K. W. Franklin ; 
auditor, E.· E. Gagel; auctiom,ei:, J. Lyle; hon. librar­
ian,, F. Rooke; eornrr.ittee, vV. Hall Jones, W. H. 
Winde, K. W. Franklin, R. D. Browne, C. D. Kettle. 

+ G.M.P. 

EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
1'1·esident, l\lr. A. \V:tt,-on: 1/011. N,,1·1·eto1·-11, J\lr. 

!-\. I•'. l 1'owler, P.O. Box HIS, J~ast Lornlon. Meetings, 
Colosseum l\uiltling, 2nd l•'rl<lnys, 7 .4fi p.m. 

In the absence of the 1H·esident, the chair at the 
November meeting was takeu by the vice-president, Mr. 
T. A. Harver, l 6 members and two visitors being 
i,resent. One now member was elected. 

At opening- a few interesting items were passed 
round fo11 the inspection of the members. The first of 
the evening's· exhibits was in the hands of Mr. J. Hoa!, 
and proved to be quite unusual. It consisted 0£ stamps, 
inespective of their countries of origin, grouped ac­
cording to the main po1-tion of their designs. A'mong 
the g1•oups dsplayed were "Architecture," "Ships," 
"Bridges," "Natives," "Fruit," "Prominent People," 
etc. These combined to make an exceedingly attrac­
tive and interesting exhibit, the arrangement and 
mountin'gj of which left little to be desired. A con­
siderable numbe1• of scarce stamps had found their way 
into the various groups, and the whole display wa:, a 
;:;trik;ing example of what can be accomvlished in the 
byeways of philately. 

After the refreshment interval, Mr. I. Lazarus tabled 
the new issues 1·eceiv<cd during the last month. The 
us1ual auction follnwed, a good many lots being disposed 
of by Mr. Paviour, and the meeting came to an end 
with a hearty vote of thanks to the exhibiting members. 

+ T.A.H. 

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President, Mr. l 1'ergu:son; Hun. 1Se1:retury, I-I. A. 

Wager, P.O. Box 51-¼; .Alet:tinys, 1st and ~rd .l\1ou­
d;1y1,1, 8 p.m .• 'J'i>chni,•al CollPJle. 

November 6.--Mr. Hawke l'ead an al'ticle on the fu­
ture of the stamp trade, and Mr. Oppenheim gave 
some additional comments. 

Mr. Hawke gave an intel'esting description of how 
he stores his duplicate stamps. He demonstrated how 
to make shelved store sheets without much trouble, 
esp.ecially now that stock books were very scarce. He 
also showed how these sheets could _be grouped together 
into a sort of filing system so that access to any coun­
tl'Y was easr .. He pointed out thaJ dupli~ates could 1:>e 
used for rnckmg ou,t better specimens 'for the main 
collection. 

Mr. Dodd tabled a very fine collection of the Rho­
desias, and Mr. Beyers, in thanking Mr. Dodd, ]laid 
tri~UJ.te to the fine disvlay. 

November 20.-Mr. Hawke read an extract on the 
range of stamp colleeting. Dr. Brnom described some 
further discoveries he had made in his researches into 
Transvaal stamps. · 

Mr. Rudd read a humorous letter relating the im­
preasions of a wife on watching her hw;band indulge 
in 11hilately. Mr. Rudd then gave a talk on propa­
ganda Htamps. These had started in 1887 in Vienna 
at a philatelic exhibition and had been repeated in 
every country in the world wher~e philatelic congresses 
and exhibit.ions had heen held. They were mostly in die 
Jorm of covers, but miniatul'e sheets were also common. 
The cancellation of the stam1is constit,uted a large part 
of_ the pr.o]laganda; idea. Most of the stamps showed a 
very high standard of workmanshiv. Mr. Rudd showeu. 
a very extensive and beautifully mounted collection of 
these items. . ' 

Mr. Oppenheim, in thanking Mr. Rudd for his talk, 
11ointed out that, although this was an unusual side­
line of philately, Mir. Rudd had . shown that it was 
well worth attention. 

+ H.A.W. 

PORT EiLIZABElTH PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
.J>re8idenf, G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec., M. C. Shef­

field. P.O. Box 88; Jfeeti11f)s, Room 8, City Hall 
Basement, 1st and 3rd Tnesday. 

The first meeting of the month was an auction, an,! 
over 50, packets, were 1rnt up for sale. 

There was keen bidding fol· sets of overvl'inted Falk­
land Islands. 

The meeting on November 21 was well attended, and 
a warm weleome was given to Lt. Martin, of the 
S.A.N.F. A:. letter was read from Messrs. Stanley 
Gibbons to the effect that any number could now obtain 
stamps if sent thl'o1ugh the society, but 1: c1st send a. 
wanted Iist1 

The display was in the hands of Mt'. C. Sheffield. 
wlio tabled about 50 pages of Eire, both min.t and 
used. These were all neatly mounted. One fine issue 
was the anniversary of the Ro-ya! Dublin Society, and 
gre.at interest was taken over the St. Patrick Issue. 
Another fine set was of 18 Sept. 1933 Holy Year. An­
otheil ,,.,101\th commenting- on was the set of July to 
Novembe1· 1922 Ove1·1n·inted of the English stamp in 
blue, black, carmine 01· 1·ed. These were in both blocks 
:rnd singles. The 1932 to 1934 complete issue was in 
mint blocks. L.E.C. 
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J BIG JOBS T) DO 
Two very big jobs lie ahead ... to meet war 

transport demands and to get back into the 

swing of a very busy peace. Both mean EXTRA 

work for the Railways. 

These don't include the big routine Railway job 

that goes on all the time ... has gone on, in 

fact, ever since the first rails were laid ... of 

feeding South Africa and of carrying goods to 

and from the ports and factories. 

Every facility the Railways possess is devoted 

primarily to these ESSENTIAL tasks. The 

carrying of unnecessary passengers must 

take a subordinate place in immediate 

planning. 

UNESSENTIAL TRAVEL MAKES TH~ JOBS MORE DIFFICULT 

South African Railways 

iii. 

-¼ Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central New1 ~ency, 
~ Ltd., Johannesburg: Printed by Magazine Pr~l8 (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, Johannesburg 
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