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Confident 
when 

Buying and Selling 
This very grateful tribut.e to the quality of the 

service provided by Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auctions 
is but one of the many hundreds of compliments that we 
receive each season. 

The success of Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auctions 
is the fruit of more than 50 years' consistent effort to 
provide a perfect service and complete satisfaction for 
Vendor and for Buyer. 

Every feature of every sale at Harmer's of Bond 
Street is handled by experts-men whose wide experience 
enables them to reveal those little extra points of a stamp 
that enable the distant Buyer to bid confidently and in 
complete security, and ensure for the Vendor a fair price 
for his stamps. 

That is why almost all the great collections are placed 
with Harmer's of Bond Street for dispersal-why more than 
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United 
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond 
Street Stamp Auctions-why Harmer's have a larger turn­
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer. 

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of 
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues. 
Our brochure "Selling Stamps at Auction" also is free to 
prospective Vendors. 

H. R. HARMER 
The World'J Leading Stamp Auctioneer 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS. 
39·42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.l, 

ENGLAND. 
Cables: "HARMER'S BOND STREET LONDON." 
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UNION, S.VI.A. AND 

PROTECTORATES 

Recent Printings 
Following on the information given in our 

~September issue, here are notes supplied by 
the Post Office authorities in respect of 
printings of postage stamps, etc., carried out 
during the period 19th July, 1944, to 18th 
November, 1944: 
(a) War Postage Stamps: 

~d.-J ob No. 964. 55,000 sheets of 360 
delivered on 5.10.44 on an order for 300,000 
sheets. Cylinder 40 as before. 

ld.-J ob No. 52. 53,000 sheets now delivered 
on this order for 200,000 sheets. Cylinder 
6936. 

2d.-J ob No. 6192/8646, an order for 
1,200,000 sheets of 240. 377,500 sheets printed 
from old cylinder 6,931 between 18.4.44 and 
20. 7.44. On the latter date 74,500 sheets were 
delivered, printed from a new cylinder, No. 
39. 

4d.-Job No. 1408. 30,610 sheets of 360 de­
livered on 8.8.44. Cylinder 54 ~s before. 
(b) Roll Stamps: 

M.-J ob No. 16. 120 rolls x 1,012 stamvs 
and 100 rolls x 506 stamps delivered on 
16.11.44. Cylinder 6911 as before. 

ld.-J ob No. 10,014. 1,200 rolls x 1,012 
and 3,880 rolls x 560 delivered between 17.8.44 
and 14.11.44. Cylinder 16 as before. 
( c) Pictorial Inland Postcards: 

ld.-J ob No. 3036. Completed by total de-

lvery up to 29.8.44 of 2,344,592 cards. Cylin­
~rs 86 (stamps) and 87 (pictures) as before. 
ld.-J ob No. 10568. An order for 2 million. 

G58,720 delivered on 9.9.44. Cylinders 86 
(stam_ps) as before and 85 (pictures), new. 
( d) Active Service Letter Cards: 

3d.-J ob No. 14. Between 11.5.44 and 1.8.44 
a total of 2,454,000, printed from cylinder 

No. 80, were delivered. Between 15.8.44 and 
26.10.44 a further 2,706,600 were delivered, 
printed from a new cylinder, No. 89. 
( e) Air Letter Cards : 

6d.-J ob No. 5205. 1,660,200 delivered sub­
sequent to 12.9.44. Cylinder No. 74, new_ 
(f) South West Africa: 

(1) Union War Postage stamps supplied 
by P.M.G. and overprinted with the letters 
S.W,.A. on a flat bed machine from an old 
forme: , 

~d.-500 sheets x 360. 
ld.-2,000 sheets x 360. 
2d.-5,000 sheets x 240. 

_(2) Union Postage Stamps supplied by 
P.M.G. and overprinted on a flat .bed machine 
from a new forme with the letters Assize: 
A-YK I Assize: B-YK and rouletted down 
centre of each stamp. 

ld.-200 sheets x 60. 
(3) Supplied by the P.M.G. and overprinted 

on a cropper machine with the letters 
S.W.A. : S.W.A. 

6d. Air Letter Cards.-10,800. 
( g) Protectorates: 

10,800 Air Letter Cards similarly supplied 
and overprinted for each of the three Pro­
tectorates; the wording of the overprintings 
being respectively: 

Basutoland: Basoetoland, 
Bech uanaland: Betsj oeanaland, · 
Swaziland: Swasieland. 

TWO VIGNETTE DIES OF THE 
TYPOGRAPHED ld. STRIP TYPE. 

"Gibbons' Stamp Monthly" in a notice of 
Mr. Sydow's paper which appeared in our 
May issue, state that from examination of a 
small number of stamps they find it difficult 
to separate "A's" and "B's", but admit this 
may be due to inability in the first place to 
distinguish between London and Pretoria 
printings. 

They find intermediate types which might 
be allotted either way and there must be 
some explanation. Who can find it? 
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BANTAM MARGIN AL IMPRINTS ON THE 
STAMPS THEMSELVES 

Mr. C. J. Dekema notes that, through faulty 
registration, the marginal imprint "Certifi­
cates-Sertificate" sometimes appear in part 
on the stamps of the adjoining row. This, has 
so far been recorded for the ~d., Hd., 2d. and 
4d. denominations. 

He is now able to record it as also occur­
ring on the ld. and ls. values. The ld. is the 
most interesting as it occurs on a sheet with 
the marginal imprint in purple and is there­
fore very obvious on the red stamp. 

Mr. Dekema states that he has also speci­
mens of. the ld. "unrouletted between"; this 
has only been noted previously on the Hd. 

"CORONATIONS" BOOMING 
"Sagesse" in "The Stamp Magazine" says 

there is now a marked shortage of Union 
C9ronation sets in pairs, and puts them as 
the month's star item. 

Special Christmos .4irgrnplis. 
Our attention has heen dra,vn to the fact 

that these special forms, noted in our N ovem­
her issu~ are the same as used for the past 
two seasons, the only difference being that 
the ''9d.'' on the back of the form has been 
cancelled and "3d." put in its place. 

Christmos (T.B.) Lobels. 
This year these take the form of the usual 

double cross against a background of a large 
sun and rays, with a clove perched on a branch 
looking up hopefully (at least, so we interpret 
its expression). 

1#1:!:I '/:~ .. 't,/ 1'1'1:/ 'f:l:J:I ~t:W !:NII! 1:/:t/ Ct:t:t t:t:t: /:/#!: '!#NI/I 

NAZI PHILATELIC TRICKS 
Recent Nazi propaganda, done apparently 

with the idea of sowing dissension among the 
Allies, has taken a philatelic form. A marked 
example is a stamp based on the British Coro­
nation stamp, but with portraits of King 
George and Marshal Stalin, the latter repre­
sented as shouldering the King out of the pic­
ture. ·The Star of David and the Hammer 
and Sickle take the place of the Royal Orb. 
Others. are overprinted "Liquidation of Em­
pire." 

Oversea journals are stressing also the 
masses of stamps for all occupied territories 
which are in existence and the fact that Ger­
mans are officially encouraged to pnt their 
money into stamps rather than into war loans. 
The reason for this ,yould appear to be that 
inter.est has to be paii! on war loans and the 
capital itself repaid at some time, but stamps 
sold are all profit. }[ orcover if the supply 
does not meet the demand, obsolete stamps 
can always be reprinted. The moral should 
be obvious! 

SOLD OUT. 
We regret that we cannot accevt any mo1·e subscl'iv• 

tions for "The South African Philatelist." The quota 
which we are allowed by the paper controller is now 
completely booked up and there is no immediate pros­
vect of being allowed any more. 

EGYPT 
Lieut. J. P. Shingler has forwarclt1d tw,1 

stamps of a new series ,vhich is expected to. 
replace the . current stamps showing King 
Farouk as a bov. 

'l'he new issue· shows him as a stoutish young 
man, and it is understood that the stamps 
were produced by the Government Printer in 
Cairo. They are good efforts, of standard size 
on paper with a crown over crescent and star 
watermark. ·Tht1 first to be issued, witµout 
warning, was the 17 mills denomination on 
5th N ovem her ; th is covers surface postage to 
the British Empire. A 10 mills appeared on 
Novemher 18th, and on the same date a 
40 mills express post stamp, the size of two of 
the others side by side. This figures a despatch 
rider on a motor cycle; he is obviously on the 
desert sand. but the dust etfeet 1u.akes it look 
more as if lie were up nearly to the wheel hubs 
in water. 

Lieut. Shingler also sends a cutting from 
the "Egyptian Gazette" of 19th November, 
which states that an air mail letter service to 
Britain, for civilians, was due to be started 
that month, also a thrice daily both ways air 
sei'vice between Cairo and Alexandria. The 
present system of delivery in villages by 
donkey-back mail is to be gradually replaced 
by mobile motor post-offices; it is expected 
that these will l~iad to the closing down of 
many of the present village offices. 

MONTHLY 
PHILATELIC 

BULLETIN 
Each month The Windsor Stamp Co. pub­

lish THE WINDSOR MONTHLY PHILA­
TELIC BULLE'.rIN, an attractive 12 page 
illustrated list. 

Contents include many offers of interesting 
stamps, including sections for Empire and 
Foreign ; New Issues; Stamps for Investment; 
High values ; Specimens; Accessories; Special 
offers and a l\lonthly Outstanding Bargain. 

No, we are not telling you any more as we 
wish you to obtain and judge the M.P.B. for 
yourself, and, of course, as a subscriber have 
the exclusive offers each month of stamps in 
short supply at reasonable prices. 

Subscription 2s. 6d. for one year's supply of t1 
12 issues, which please remit by British Postal ' 
Order. Specimen copy 3d. 

THE V/liNDSOR STAMP COMPANY 
UCKFILD SUSSEX ENGLAND 
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EGYPT AND 
N E,AR EAST 

Singles Commemoratives Aviation, 
Lots Sets, etc., etc. 

SELLIN,G 
BUYING 

EXCHANGE 

Seeking Relations 
with 

· Dealers and Collectors 

Co~'!:!/!Ps~tle 
CAIRO : Box 177 : EGYPT 

WEEKLY STAMP 
AUCTION SALES 
CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 

Postal bids accepted 

WANTED TO BUY 

• 
UMION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

High values Kings Head and 

London Pictorials wanted in 

mint well - centred condition 

SINGLES~ PAIRS 1~ND BLOCKS 

Full'. catalogue and over willingly 

paid for first-class material 

PATRICK RIORDAN 
Nababeep - !Namaqualand 

EVERY 
THURSDAY 

12.45 - 2 p.m. 

• 
Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

JAMES M,ILDENHALL & COMPANY 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

Corner RISSIK & MARSHALL STREETS (Opp. Escom House) 

JOHANNESBURG 
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SOME TRAN.SVAAL STAMPS 
I. THE 3d BUFF, "V.R. TRANSVAAL" 

By R. BROOM, F.R.S. _J 
Though I have been a stamp collector for 

over 70 years I have never till recently taken 
much interest in old Transvaals. There 
were so many different papers used, and many 
of the varieties were so rare that there was 
little prospect of my making a good collec­
tion with my lim1ted means. But worst of all 
there were so many forgeries which I did not 
know how to detect. 

Some time after coming to Pr,etoria, how­
ever, I became intimate with l\Ir. A. E. Bas­
den, ,Yho for years had specialised in Trans­
vaals, and who had a large collection of 
duplicates which he was disposing of at what 
I considered a very reasonable price. From 
amongst these duplicates I hegan making a 
collection of old Transvaals, and in a very 
short time, apart · from tele-beches, pin-per­
forations and other classical varieties, I made 
a r,eally good collection. But not only dtd I 
collect one of each variety I came across I 
began collecting duplicates. It seemed to me 
that if I picked up for a few shillings good 
specimens of a stamp catalogued at, say, 15s. 
or £1, it could not be a bad investment. I 
thus collected dozens and dozens of dupli­
cates of fairly common stamps. 

Then in the Transvaal Museum, where I 
am employed, we have Otto's original plates 
from which the old 'l'ransvaals were pl'.inted. 
As has been pointed out by Curle and Basden, 
the Id., 3d., 6d. (type I) and ls. were printed 
from two plates of 40 each, while the 6d. 
(type II) "improved eagle" (187 4) was printed 
from one plate of 40. 

l\fr. R. B. Yardley, the great •Transvaal 
authority, gave us in 1906 a good account of 
the chief flaws in the 6d. plates made from. 
various sheets and blocks, and also a good 
account of the varieties of the 3d. made from 
a study of the 1883 printings. Of the 6d. he 
gives distinguishing characters of 13 out of 40 
of the Right plate and 17 ( one doubtful) out 
of 40 of the, Left plate. Of the 3d. he gives 
the distinguishing characters of 18 out of 40 
of the Right µlate and of 28 out of 40 of the 
Left plate. The characters he gives of the 
6d. stamps are quite reliable, tl;iough he is in 
error in stating that the "Defective ZES" 
(36 Left) "is first found in the printings of · 
Davis" [1874]. The defect must have been 
present from the beginning as it is due to a 
shrinking of the metal and not to an injury. 
We also have a stamp in the Transvaal 
Museum collection showing that the defect 
was there in 1871. 

Some of the characters and defects found in 
the 3d. of 1883 are not seen in early 3d., and 
Yardlev calls attention to the broken frame 
in 35 R.ight, which first appeared in 1879. 

A study of the original plates reveals 
characters, some very minute and subtle, by 
which each of the 80 Id., 3d., 6d. and ls. can 
be identified. The 6d. stamps are compara-

tively easy to plate, the ls. very difficult 
because there are very few marked flaws, and 
the 3d. are also extremely difficult. The Id. 
blacks are easy; but the Id. red on orange 
V.R. Transvaals are almost impossible to 
identify, and quite impossible when badly 
printed, as they so often are. 

The 3d. Buff V.R. Transvaal is one of the 
commonest of the old 'l'ransvaals. Yardley 
writ-es: -"There can be no doubt that there 
were two separate deliveries of this value on 
the buff paper prior to the issue of the per­
manent stamps of the Queen's Head type, 
viz.: the 21,960 of October 24th, 1877, and 
the 74,480 of April 15th. 1878, and that the 
stamps of the first delivery were exclusively 
overprinted with Type Bl [Roman], while 
the delivery of April, 1878, consisted of panes 
overprinted with the surcharges Types Bl and · 
B2 [Italic] mixed." Yardley adds: -"It will 
be observed that 74,480 is a multiple of 80, 
while 21,960 is not, so that while the second 
delivery may have been in single plates of 
forty or ,double panes of eighty stamps, the 
probability is that the first delivery consiste-d 
of single panes surcharged with a setting of 
forty." He is quite confident that only Bl 
type was used in the first delivery, and that 
the Right plate was used,, but in doubt as to 
whether both plates were used. With regard 
to the second delivery, while it was known 
that the Left plate was used, and that the 
top three rows were Bl and the lower two 
B2, it was not known "whether the setting 
was one of forty or of eighty, or, if the set­
ting "·as one of forty whether it was applied 
to panes printed from both plates." So far 
as I am aware, no one has ever solved the 
mystery. 

'Having over 200 specimens of the 3d. Buff 
I commenced to plate them, and immediately 
found that all the B2 [Italic] specimens in 
the collection certainly belong to the Left 
plate, and the very large majority of the Bl 
[Roman] also belong to this plate. We can 
thus, I think, be fairly confident that only 
the Left plate was used for the April, 1878, 
delivery. And there is no doubt that 1 to 24 
are Bl tipe and 25 to 40 B2 type. Yardley 
refers to a .Surc1rnrge with a broken 1 ''from 
a bottom corner stamp, and it did not appear 
to be No. 40 of a Left pane." Yardley is 
here in error. 1This stamp is certainly No. 40 
of the Left pane. I have six specimens of it. 
He refers to his having come across several 
specimens which he regards as probably No. 27 
of the Right pane with B2. But No. 27 LP.it 
is not very different from No. 27 Right, and 
I think it probable that Yardley was also here 
in error. And he says quite definitely, "I 
have not come across any satisfactory speci­
mens of the stamps on the buff paper, sur­
charged with Type B2, which I can positively 
ascribe to the right-hand pane of the Three 
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Pence." And he adds, "I should not be sur­
prised if it were the fact that only 'left-hand' 
sheets were used for the 74,480 of April, 
18-ZS." iMy research fully confirms this view. 
I11 have r,econstructed the complete pane. 

The Three Pence issued in October, 1877, is 
a.nn~ch rarer stamp. Only 21,960 were issued, 
and 1f we assume as probable that 95 per cent. 
are likely to have perished, only about 1,100 
have probably survived. Yardley says, "Very 
little is known of this setting." Bnt here 
again plating gives as some interesting new 
light. 

I found I had a few specimens with the 
Roman V.R. belonging to the lower two rows 
of both Left and Right panes. So we can be 
quite certain that both plates were used. As 
the upper three rows of the Left pane in the 
April issue have the Roman V.R. it might be 
thought that the upper three rows of the 
Left pane of the October issue, which also have 
the Roman V.R., would be indistinguishable; 
but this is generally not so. Pairs can easily 
be made of many of the numbers, and it may 
be noted that one of each pair has the over­
print in nearly perfect letters, and the other 
member of each pair has generally slightly 
damaged letters. We know from the figure 
given by Yardley that in the first five vertical 
rows of the April issue the overprints are in 
good and apparently new type. 

'There is no trouble with the Right pane 
~amps, as the Right plate was only used for 
the October issue. 

When we examine the panes of this October 
issue we are rather startled to find that about 
half of the stamps of the Right pane are 
rouletted, and I have found no roulettes of 
the left pane. 

Yardley caUed attention to the fact that 
21,960 is indivisible by 80, bnt divisible by 40. 
We can thus be quite certain that more stamps 
were printed from one plate than from the 
other. And we may assume not as improbable 
that after, let us say, about 16,000 had been 
printed from both plates and few or none of 
which were rouletted, 5,960 more were printed 
from the Right plate and most-probably all­
of these were rouletted. 

It will thus be seen tha·t apart from the 
rather common stamps of the Apr.ii, 1878, issue 
we have apparently three differ,ent s-ets of the 
October, 1877 issue-the imperforates of the 
Left and Right panes and the roulettes of the 

Hight pane-and all of these mm,t be rare. 
~rhere were not improbably only about 200 
sheets of the Left and Right panes imper­
forate, and abou~ 150 sheets of the Right rou­
letted, so that each identifiable stamp must 
be rare. 

It is interesting to note that in the S.G. 
Catalogue the Bl fine roulette is p:riced at 
25s., and the B2 fine roulette £7. If this latter 
stamp is correctly priced, any .Bl fine roulette 
which belongs to the April isime ought to be 
priced in the neighbourhood of £5. 

If only abou:t 10 of each variety of the 
October issue survive it is improbable that any­
one will ever be able to make complete recon­
structions. But there are a number of varie­
ties that are worth being looked out for. 
Yardley mentions a variety with a large raised 
stop after R. He believes it to he No. 33 
Right, pane. I have not seen this stamp. 
Yardley also refers to a variety of the B2 
overprint with the 1 of Transvaal dropped. 
It is slightly dropped in Nos. 25, 30 and 31. 
In 31 the, last a is also a little dropped. 

In No. 4, 1st setting, the top of the R is 
rather badly broken. In the 2nd setting it is 
perfect. In No. 6, 1st setting, there is a little 
piece punched out of the upright of the R. In 
the 2nd setting the R is normal. In No. 7 
of the October issue the top serif of the R is 
gone and there is a black dot in the top space 
of the R. I have two specimens of it. The R 
is perfect in the April issue. . In No. 9 the 
top of the first a in vaal is damaged in one of 
the issues; I think in the 2nd. In No. 12 of 
the early issue the right serif of the V is bent 
down a little. N is straight in the latter 
issue. These are just a few of the more strik­
ing flaws. 

It may seem strange that after both plates 
had been used for the October, 1877, issue, the 
isFme of April, 1878, should have been printed 
only from the Left plate. · But the Right 
plate is of lead and the surface not very 
smooth, while the Left plate is copper faced 
an'd with a fairly smooth surface, and it ·was 
probably recognised that much better stamps 
could be printed from the Left than from the 
Right. 

On Plate 6 of Curle and Basden's book there 
is a figure of a strip of three V.R. Transvaal 
Buff Bl. These are Nos. 18, 19 and 20 of the 
Left pane and belong to the 1st setting. 

ffi1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111n11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111[!) 

Collectors of REALLY FIN'E BRITISH COLONIALS 
should get -into touch with me AT ONCE 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 
AF'RICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
on approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 

!===:====_·_ ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England 
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THE WATERMARK OF ·'J'HE MAFEKING 

PHOTOGRAPHIC STAMPS. 

Dr. K. Freund's discovery of the watermark, 
"OCEAN A FINE" occurring on part of the 
paper on which the Mafeking Baden-Powell 
and Bicycle stamps were made, is probably 
the most extensive and most interestmg con­
tribution to our knowledge of these in inany 
years. In hailing this contribution (S.A. 
Phil., June, 1944) may I add some fur_ther 
comments that may help our understandmg? 

1. All modern laid paper, with .very ri:re 
exceptions, is "batonne," that is, crossed with 
widely spaced lines at right angles to the close 
ones of the "laid" texture. This is to be ex­
pected on machine-made paper, since the 
spaced lines represent tie-wires which hold to­
gether the web of parallel wires on which the 
layer of pulp is received. Thus it is generally 
understood that when we speak of "laid 
paper" on other than the earliest stamps, it is 
"laid batonne." In fact, the term "batonne" 
has in recent years almost entirely gone out of 
use in philately as well as in the paper-trade, 
in Africa and America alike. 

2. In the period of the Maf eking stamps, 
most commercial photographers prepared a 
great part of their own sensitised paper, using 
pure white paper, usually unsized, which w:1-s 
and still is an article of regular commerce m 
the photographic trade. Not only could this 
be sensitised for blue prints, as here used ; 
in the forms of "plain salted paper" and by 
coating with emulsions, it could be and was 
made ready for use in various printing-out 
processes. This was before the photographic 
supply makers had discovered how to make 
sensitised papers that would keep long, or how 
to seal them effectively to stand a long sea 
voyage or such climates as that of the high veld 
around Mafeking. 

Unless my memory is at fault, OCEAN~ 
brand is one of the well known photographic 
plain papers of the period, sold the world over. 
Whether the same firm made foolscap for legal 
or other writing purposes also, is not known 
to me. I suggest, as more likely than the hypo­
thesis put forward by Dr. Freund, that the 
paper used for the Mafeking photographic 
stamps was taken from the stock of the local 
commercial or portrait photographer. 

3. Bertram Pooles' statement (".S.A. Pro­
visional War Stamps," p. 36) as to the paper 
having been "locally made" or "specially manu­
factured " which was quoted uncritically by 
Major H'arrington, quite obviously signifies that 
it was locally sensitised-not actually manufac­
tured from pulp locally. This point I have dealt 
with in my 1943 book ("Philately of the Anglo­
Boer War." p.52). It is my belief that the paper 
was probably cut to sizes 4¼ x 6½ _inches or 6½ x 
8½ inches, to conform to the sizes of photo­
graphic plates then in general use, and was 
supplied from England in that form. The 
sheet of 12 of the photographic Mafeking 
stamps fits comfortably within a 4¾ x 6½ piece 

of paper, allowing margins for trimming at the 
time the stamps were perforated. 

This set of suggestions, based on my own ex­
perience as a "ham" -mateur photographer 
during my high-school days, 1904 to 1900 or 
1907, may be of help-and at least it propounds 
alternative hypotheses for leads towards fur­
ther investigation. Meanwhile, let me agafo 
hail Dr. Freund's discoverey with all possible 
appreciation. 

STEPHEN G. RICH. 

BLUE MAFEKING WATERMARKED 
Stanley Gibbons have given a review of my 

article under Stamp News in the last Septem­
ber number of their "Stamp Monthly." 

I notice that they seem to find no fault with 
the description "laid batonne" I applied to 
the printing paper of the Mafeking Blues. 

Although the term "batonne" may have de­
veloped to be applied generally only for the 
examples as outlined by Dr. Mosely, it is in 
my opinion the most. practical and suitable one 
for the :Mafeking Blues, as it is actually the 
only definition in our vocabularly stressing the 
fact that besides the familiar horizontally laid 
lines there is also a vertical line prominent on 
many Mafeking Blues. 

K. FREUND. 

S. RHODESIAN VARIETIES: 2d. 
MATABELELAND COM. 

I note with interest Mr. H. S. Conway's r~­
marks in your October issue in regard to the 
above and would also like to add some varie­
ties I have found, for the benefit of readers. 

(1) FDS'TAGE for Postage. 
(2) PD8TAGE for Postage. 
(3) PDSTAGF for Postage. 
(4) REVENUF for Revenue. 
(5) F'oot of "2" in 2d., right value tablet 

cut by white mark. 
(6) Dropped head plate. 

(7) Brown spot (on mint stamp) in front of 
chest. 

The variety mentioned by .Mr. Conway 
No. 45, broken "D" in right-hand value tablet, 
I have named the inverted G for D. 

The "D" in place of "0" in postage is very 
constant. 

I have also one used stamp showing a tinge 
of green colouring throughout the face of the 
stamp but the back is white. Has any other 
collector found this colour variety? 

W. J. 11~WAR'l'. 

UNUSUAL PERFORATION. 
Mr. C. P. Rang, in Gibbons' Stamp 

Monthly, from a study of the S. Rhodesian 
2d. Matabeleland stamp and the Union minia­
ture war issue comes to the conclusion that 
the perforating machine used is a harrow 
or multip,le comb of 11 rows; not the old type 
used fori sheets in which the end of each line 
ran into the margins, but a type adapted for 
the continuous perforation of a strip or :roll. 
The juncture of the strokes of the machine 
falls at present between the seventh and 
eighth columns, sometimes fitting exactly, 
but frequently needing adjustment; this ac­
counts for the narrow stamps often, but not 
always, noted in the eighth column. 
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"Covers the World" 

WHIHIELD-KING 1945 Catalogue 
Post free 15/-

• RUSSIA 
1944 Stratosphere Heroes (3) .. . 

f1944 Militant Friendship (2) .. . 
t 1944 Turgenev Anniversary (2) 

or the three Sets .. . For 

• BRITISH 1EMPIRE 
BECHUANALAND 

S.G. 53 broken P 
Regent No. 89 ... 

BR. SOMALILAND 1938 
tGREAT BRITAIN P.U.C. £1 ... 
JUBILEE compl. 

tNATAL S.G. 171 vertical pair 

6 9 
3 6 
1 3 

10 6 

£7 0 0 
10 0 

£8 0 0 
£2 0 0 

£35 0 0 

pmk 17 July, 1911 ... £25 0 0 

SOUTH WEST AFRICA 
S.G. 2 "Afrika" over 

"South-vVest" block ... £40 0 0 
S.G. 1 ditto pair ... £15 0 0 
S.G. 31 ,, ,, ... £100 0 0 
S.G. 2 double o/p ... £12 0 0 
S.G. 14 vertical ... £40 0 0 
S.G. 15 horizontal ... £17 10 0 
S.G. 15 vertical £15 0 0 
S.G. 8fi-87 18 9 
S.G. 0.1-4 ... £15 o 0 

SOUTH AFRICA 
26 Oct.'18postcard "Make Your . 
Sixpence Fly" .. . £-i 10 0 

t Blue Wing on Red Cross £4 l 0 0 
t Black Wing £6 0 0 

1925 Air mint set £2 0 0 
used set £2 5 0 
cover set £2 l 0 0 
original souvenir card £40 0 0 

Postage Extra. 
t Indicates used, otherwise mint. 

Offers subject to being unsold and subject to 
price changes. E. & O.E. 

WE WANT TO BUY-
OLD AND MODERN COLLECTIONS, 
SINGLE RARITIES AND ERRORS, 
DUPLICATES & OFFICE MIXTURES. 

Prompt Cash on acceptance of Offer. 
WE ALSO WELCOME GOOD 

EXCHANGES 

E. M. LACY 
Bankers: Telegrams: Globephil. 

Barclays. Telephone: 2-4657. 

( Globe Postage Stamp Company) 
117 Longmarket Street, Capetown. 

Our Wholesale Price List 

.lVmv Sent Out By Air 

Letter Every Month 

Price 6/- per Annum. 

These lists are printed on Air Letters 
and contain hundreds of offers mostly 
used which are of interest to all Dealers. 

We are always prepared to take stamps 
in place of cash, so send your list of 
the material you have for sale and the 

prices you require by AIR. 

These are some of the items we urgently 
require mint and used S.A. and S.W.A.: 

1925 Air, 1926 4d. Imperf.; 1933-36 
Voortrekkers; 1938 Voortrekkers; 
1935 S. Jub.; 1939 Huguenots; 1941 
War Effort; 1942 Min. War. S.W.A. 
used only; ~.W.A. 1942 Min. War 11-
LARGE overprint mint and used; 
S.A. ld. and 4d. Min. War mint and 

used with purple margins. 

S. Rhodesia used only 1940 S. Jub. 
sets or singles; Matabeleland Com­
mem.; Current Sd., 9d., 10d. and 1/6d. 
Nyasaland K.G.VI Mint and used; 
1942 new cols. M., ld., Hd., and 2d. 

N. Rhodesia, Swaziland, Basutoland, 
Bechuanaland, etc., etc., K.G.VI used 

low and high values required. 

We pref er to purchase stamps in large 
quantities, so please quote per 12, 100, 
1,000 and per 10,000 if possible. No 

quantity too small or too large. 

NO FANCY PRICES PLEASE. 

LLOYD A. GURNEY 
Gloucester House, 19 Charing Cross 
Road, LONDON, W.C.2., ENGLAND. 

Bankers: Barclays, 448 Strand, London, 
W.C.2. 

7 
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THE UNION1 OF SOUTH AFRICA _ -
~ By A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A., C.A. (S.A.). § 
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The bicoloured ½d. denominated stamps of 
the first pictorial issue of the Union of South 
Africa were issued on 1st January, 1926, and 
were printed by Waterlow & Sons, Limited, 
fro~ em epargne electrotyped plates made by 
the Royal Mint in London. During the latter 
part of 1926 the plates were forwarded to 
South Africa and the Government Printer 
undertook the subsequent printing of the· 
stamps. The Pretoria printed stamps were 
issued initially on 1st January, 1927. 

Separate, Head Plates and Fr-ame Plates 
were utilised for their printing as the stamps 
were bicoloured. 

Initially the Government Printer utilised 
Head Plate 1 and Frame Plate 1, which were 
used previously by Waterlow & Sons, Limited; 
secondly, Head Plate 2 and Frame Plate ~ 
were brought into use; finally, for a while 
prior to the advent of the Rotogravure issue of_ 
this denomination, Head Plate 2 and Frame 
Plate 1 wern utilised. 

The indications which serve to differentiate 
the plates one from another are as follows: -
(A) London Printings-Head Plate 1. 

1. 18½mm. horizontal jubilee line above 
stamp No. 6 of Row 1, separated by· 
l½mm. interstice from lS½mm. horizontal 
jubilee line above stamp No. 7 of the same 
row. 

2. 18½mm. horizontal jubilee line below 
stamp No. 6 of Row 20, separated by 
}½mm. interstice from 18½-mm. horizontal 
jubilee line below stamp No. 7 of the 
same row. 

London Printings-Frame Plate 1. 
1. 39½ mm. horizontal jubilee line above 

stamps Nos. 6 and 7 of Row 1. 
2. 39½mm. horizontal jubilee line helow 

stamps Nos. 6 and 7 of Row 20. 
3. Small rounded indentation in vertical 

jubilee line adjacent to stamp No. 12 of 
Row 19. 

4. Diagonal ,extension of left limb of last 
"A" of "SUIDAFRIKA," stamp No. 9 
of Row 20. 

(B) Pretoria Printings-Head Plate 1. 
1. and 2. As described afore anent the Lon­

don Printings, (A). 
Pretoria Printings-Frame Plate 1. 
1. to 4. As described afore anent the Lon­

don Printings, (A). 
(C) Pretoria Printings-Head Plate 2. 

1. 18½mm. horizontal jubilee line above 
stamp No. 6 of Row 1, separated by 
3½mm. interstice from l6¾mm. horizontal 
jubilee line above stamp No. 7 of the same 
row. 

2. 17mm. horizontal jubilee line below 
stamp No. 6 of Row 20, separated by 
3mm. interstice from 18½mm. horizontal 
jubilee line below stamp No. 7 of the same 
row. 

3. Broken horizontal jubilee lines above 
stamps Nos. 1, 2, 8 _and 9 of Row 1. 

Pretoria Printings-Frame Plate 2. 
1. 19mm. horizontal jubilee line, above 

stamp No. 6 of Row 1, separated by 
l¼mm. interstice from 19mm. horizontal 
jubilee line above stamp No. 7 of the same 
row. 

2. 18½mm. horizontal jubilee line below 
stamp No. 6 ,.of ,R9w 20, separated by 
l½mm. interstice from 19mm. horizontal 
jubHee line below stamp No. 7 of the same 
row. 

3. Large rounded indentation in v,ertical 
jubilee line adjacent to stamp No. 12 of 
Row 2. 

(D) Pretoria Printings-Head Plate 2. 
1. to 3. As described afore anent Category 

(C). 
Pretoria Printings-Frame Plate 1 
1. to 4. As described afore anent Category 

(A). 
In addition to the foregoing described indi­

cations the horizontal jubilee line below stamp 
No. 12 of Row 20 showed two diagonal cuts to 
represent Head Plate 2 in order to differen­
tiate it from its predecessor Head Plate 1. 

'Thus four combinations of the Head and 
Frame Plates are known and are allocated as 
hereunder as regards the overprinting of these 
electrotyped stamps for South-West Africa and 
the Official-Offisieel issues of that country and 
the Union of South Africa. 

(1) London Printings-Combination of Head 
Plate and Frame Plate 1. 
(a) Official-Offisieel reading upwards 

with stops. 
(b) South-West Africa and Suidwes 

Africa reading upwards. 
(c) Official, and South-West Africa read­

ing upwards. 
Offisieel, and Suidwes Afrika read­
ing upwards. 

(2) Pretoria Printings - Combination of 
Head Plate 1 and Frame Plate 1. 
(a) Official-Offisieel reading upwards 

with stops. 
(b) S.W.A.-below figure of value tab­

lets. 
(3) Pretoria Printings-Combination of Head 

Plate 2 and Frame Plate 2. 
(a) Official-Offisieel reading downwards 

without stops. 
(b) Official S.W.A. and Offisieel S.W'.A.­

r,eading horizontally. 
(c) Official S.W.A. and Offisieel S.W.A .. /) 

reading upward~, 
(d) S.W.A.-below figure of value tab­

lets. 
(4) Pretoria Printings - Combination of 

Head Plate 2 and Frame Plate 1. 
(a) S.W.A.-above figure of value tab­

lets. 
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COLLECTORS' WANTS AND OFFERS 
(1Twopence per word per insertion 

Mocambique-sell or exchange-singles, 
sets, mixed, in quantities. 

J. P. Bentes, Box 276, Lourenco 
Marques, Mocambique. 

Tra:nsvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarities wanted by 

A. E. Basden, Killarney, Brickhill Road, 
Durban. 

Collections Wanted to Buy.-Old and 
Modern Collections, Single Rarities 
and Errors, Duplicates and Office 
Mixtures. 
Prompt cash on acceptance of offer: 

E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.), 
117 Longmarket Street, Cape Town. 

Wanted1
: TI".ansvaal, Natal, Cape, O.F.S., 

Bechuanaland, Gambia, St. Helena, 
Egypt, France. Pickied copies, rari­
ties and varieties, also 9,000 items 
for world collection up to 1933 issues. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

WANTED: Stamps of whole world 
from residents British Empire only. 
By catalogue or stamp for stamp. 
Does not send first. 

Mr. W. J. Mills, Flat One, 160 Sailors 
Bay Road, Northbridge, N.S.W., Aus­
tralia. 

Mr. E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom, 
offers Blocks of South African Col­
onies and Union, also full range of 
Entires. 

Basutoland: Wanted covers, or stamps 
postmarked in Basutoland before 
1910. 

Harding, Box 108, Ladybrand. 

All South African Stamps wanted, 
Wholesale quantities. 

S. Curtis & Co., Ashhurst, New 
Zealand. 

smrn NEW ISSUE INFORMATION. 
.4usfralia. New 2d., early December, rcd­

purple, featuring K.G. VI, "-ith red gum in 
background. 

Gambia. l½d. in nmY colour (grey and blue), 
due on 2nd January. 

Niaeria. ld., 2d., 3d. and 4d. in new col­
ours, due on 11th December. 

Tonaa. Queen's ,Jubilee commemorative set 
'to be withdrawn 31st December. 

Iceland. New stamps due in HJ45: 10 a, 
1 ~1erring, new colour; 25 a, cod, new colour; 

1 k., Geysir and 10 k., Karlsejni. 
French Colonies. Series of charity stamps 

to be issued under the name ''Emission de la 
Solidarite Francaise." Complete set comprises 
one stamp of the same value (5 frs. and 20 frs. 
or 3 fa. and 1 R 4 fa. in case of Indian settle-

with minimum of 2/- per ins,ertion) 

FOR SALE. Fine collection of British 
Empires from 1840 to end of Geo, 
Vth's Reign contained in one Vol. 
Gibbons' "New Ideal Album." 6,972 
stamps, large proportion Mint, all 
good specimens, especially high values. 
26 excellent Cape Triangles. Full list 
giving S.G. number, whether Mint or 
Used, and catalogue price sent as 
preliminary to genuine purchaser. 
Cat. Price £2,005. Price £1,050. Seen 
by appointment. 

Major Hodgkinson-Smith, Polley's Hotel, 
Pretoria. 

Current issues of British Colonials sup­
plied at 12~ per cent. above face value 
or cost. Also other stamps at very 
reasonable prices. Postage and insur­
ance extra. Full particulars from 

Arthur F. ·wolton, "Roddfield," Rayle, 
Cornwall, England. 

For Service, promptness and satisfac­
tion. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 
Phone 54-1692. 

Wanted: S.A. Military Postmarks in 
S.W.A. Stanley Gibbons 18a. and 
46a. Postag,e Due D.2.a.-D.8.B and 
C. 

F. Mattei, 24 Hoofd Street, Braamfon­
tein, Johannesburg. 

Wanted: Rhodesia, Bechuanaland, or 
other stamps cancelled "Tati" or 
"Francistown." Full S.G. prices for 
approved specimens. 

Noel Roberts, Booysens, Johannesburg. 
Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used 

copies wanted. Particularly Edward 
and George. High prices willingly 
paid. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes­
burg. 

ments) for each of the follmYing: Equatorial 
Africa, Cameroons, Oceania, New Caledonia, 
St,. Pierre, and Miquelon, Madagascar, .Jibouti, 
Reunion, ,vallis and Futuna Is., Guadeloupe, 
Occidental Africa, 11artiuique, Guyana, In-
dian Settlements. --Windsor Stamp Co. -

UNION METER POST FREAK. 
Meter collectors will be interested in a 

specimen reported in the Philatelic Magazine. 
It is a N eopost type 3, No. 130 used at Be­
noni on 4-XII-39. The figure of value (ld.) 
has two short lines beneath, the lower of 
which has a "perforation' edge like a segment 
from -a British N eopost L V model. The ques­
tion is asked "Was it always like this, or was 
the machine temporarily rep-aired with a 
British segment?" 

9 
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REVIEW 1 
.. . ----...........,...._.. ------~~~~ 
Gibbons Catalogue, Part II, Foreign Coun­

tries, 46th Ed., 1945. 
·The publishers, printers and binders must 

all be congratulated upon having been able to 
reset this work after the destruction of the 
type and blocks at Plymouth in 1941. The 
volume runs to almost 1,600 pages; in fact it 
is practically as big as, and has actually more~ 
pages than, their Whole World catalogue of 
1940. 

Catalogue makers aro going to have very 
difficult problems facing them in the future; 
meanwhile we should be very grateful to have 
this one available. For enemy and enemy­
occupied countries history, of course, stops in 
1939 or 1940, but for others it goes up into 
1944 (purely by an addendum). 

Prices are not claimed to he absolutely up to 
date, as the volume began to go to press in 
February, 1944, but there have been many 
changes since 1941. Modern Euopean charity 
and commemorative sets show the most remark­
able rises, but there has been a general increase 
in almost every lino; classic rarities in good 
condition and outsanding covers, blocks, etc., 
are in keen demand, with supplies very in­
adequate. 

. U.S.A. 
The "Corregidor" 3 c stamp, issued on Sep­

tember 27th, has been hailed with a storm of 
abuse in the States-the only good criticism 
noted is that "it is usually well centr,ed. It 
figures an air view of the famous island fort, 
but one correspondent in sending us a first-day 
cover says, "I use the world's ugliest stamp­
it might be a picture of a Horseshoe Crab or 
a T-bone steak and onions." 

A PHILATELIST IN ITALY. 
Cpl. Spangenthal, at present serving with 

the U.D.F. in Italy, sends the following notes 
on stamp collecting there. They should in­
terest our readers : 

Regarding Amgot stamps I don't know of 
their use in Italy. They were only on sale 
in Sicily and must have been sold out quickly. 
Their nominal value is not even ls. but dealers 
ask from 5s. to 12s. 6d.; the smaller the town, 
the higher the price. These stamps are not 
offered used. The other 3 AMG stamps were 
issued in Naples: 360,000 20c., 70,000 35c., 
800,000 50c. Dealers offer them from £2 to 
£2 10s. the set'. But both these sets were is­
sued before my time and at places which I 
never saw. So my knowledge is limited. 

In liberated Italy the old issue of stamp,s is 
being used; but the · most common values only 
can be obtained at the Post Office. People, 
however, do not write much, so it does not 
matter. The only new stamp, value 50c., has 
been described in your paper. The postal 
authorities in Bari got permission to over­
print the following stamps with a "T" to use 

them as Postage Due: Normal issue 5c., lOc., 
15c., 20c., 25c., 30c., New Issue 50c., Posta 
Militare (for soldiers' use) 25c., 30c. These 9 
stamps were in use for some weeks, and 
though their nominal value is not even ld., 1t 

dealers sell them for 10s . 
So much about the stamps of Free Italy .. 

Fascist Italy has been very busy issuing 
stamps. The stamps of the normal issue with 
the King's head have been overprinted. There 
are three types, namely, "Repubblica Sociale 
Italiana" or a "f ascio" or both, but each of 
the following stamps is overprinted in one 
type only:. Normal issue 25c., 30c., 50c., 1.25 
and 50 Lire; ( of the latter one 1,200 over­
prints are supposed to exist and dealers sell 
them at £25). Express stamps 1.25 and 2.50; 
"Recapito" stamp 10c.; Postage Due stamps 
5c., lOc., 20c., 25s., 30c., 40c., 50c., 1 Lire. 
It is possible that some more stamps of the 
latter issue have been overprinted. In 1942, 
Italy issued their 25c., 30c., 50c. stamp,s with 
an annex of equal size, each with four clif­
f erent propaganda pictures and slogan con­
cerning the Armed Forces. These stamps, 12 
altogether, were used as common/stamps for 
quite a time, and all 12 of them have been 
overprinted with one of the above three types 
on the King's head. 

Now a new set of stamps is being issued in 
Northern Italy. I have seen the 25c., 30c., __., 
20c., and 75c. as well as the 1.25 · Express. 
With exception of the latter one, they are of 
small size, have different pictures like a fam­
ous building in Palermo or a drummer and 
are inscribed "Foste Repubblica Sociale 
Italiana." 

The National Republican Guard, a Fascist 
military formation, has seen fit to overprint 
55 different normal, "propaganda," airmail, 
express, parcel and postage due stamps with 
the letters GNR. These overprints were done 
first at Brescia, some were done again at 
Rome and Verona. Connoisseurs can recognise 
the difference of the three overprints. Some 
of the Brescia overprints were issued in 
hundreds only with the result that the price 
for a complete set is £100. There were also 
three issues for the Fascist Italian U boat 
bases on the Atlantic. Some of these stamps 
have also been issued in hundreds only, and 
their prices are accordingly. The Germans, 
while occupying the Italian possession of 
Zara, now occupied by Marshal Tito's forces, 
issued twd sheets. They are in the form of 
overp,rints on the current Italian issue one 
with - ZARA - , the second one with 
"Deutsche Besetzung Zara." The second set 
of 45 stamps is very scarce. 

It happened quite often in rural districts 
of Fascist Italy that postage stamps were not 
available and any other stamp was used. I 
managed to collect two envelopes which went 
through normal postal channels; one is 
franked with a 50c. revenue stamp, the other 
one with a 50c. parcel stamp. But these 
envelopes are by no means rare, they are 
just a sign of the times. 
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Join 
THE INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE CLUB 

and build your collection cheaply with the help of over­
seas members. Membership costs only 4/6 per' year, or 
three years 12/ _ and competitions offer free extensions. 
(Used stamps on or off cover accepted for fees by 

arrangement). 
Full particulars from: 

S. G. Walton, 252 St. John's Road, Canley Vale, 
N.S.W., Australia. 

NATAL SOCIETY'S HANDBOOK 
NEW EDITION IN PREPARATION 

In view of the widespread desire for a new 
and improved edition of the Natal Society's 
"Handbook of the Postage Stamps of the 
Union," the editorial committee responsible 
for the first edition (published in 1936) has 
now been re-convened under the· chairmanship 
of Mr. Percy C. Bishop, and is holding 
weekly meetings at Mr. Bishop's office at 63 
Club Arcade, Durban. Additional members of 
the committee now enrolled are Mr. L. Bevis, 
the Natal Society's President, Mr. A. E. 
Basden, formerly of Pretoria, Mr. A. Adler, 
Mr. F. J. H. Kotze and Mr. J. Lyle. 

The committee is desirous of enlisting the 
co-operation of all Societies and individual 
philatelists who can assist in the- work of 
compilation. Correspondence on the subject 
will be welcomed at Mr. Bishop's office as 
above. Steps are being taken to contact 
philatelists whose names are associated with 
research work in "Unions," including Mr. 
Simenhoff and other workers in this field. 

1945 
Whitfield King Standard Catalogue, 

whole World at 14/- post free. 

Levant Free French Forces 1942 S.G. 
1-7 mint, complete set 60/- blocks pro 

rata, C.W.O. post free. 

PURCHASING: I require specialised 
collections of SWEDEN, DENMARK 
and NORWAY. General collections of 

any country. 

E. BLUM 
P.O. BOX 1669 OAPJ!l TOWN 

recommends his services to Dealers and Oolleeto~s 
alike tor Selling and Buyina- stamps from all 
countries. Price List now, ready and can be sent 
to applicants free on demand. Collections and 
Accumulations bought for spot oaah, Highest 
prices paid. Established in South Africa since 

1930. First class references, 

INDIAN COM:\IK\WRATIYE 
OVERPRINTS 

"Stamp Collecting" reports that India is to 
participate in the · postal celebration of an 
event of great importance in the Moham­
medan world, viz., the bicentennary of the 
Al Busaid dynastry, which for two centuries 
has ruled over the Sultanates of Oman and 
Zanzibar. 25 Ordinary and Service stamps 
are to be overprinted "AL BU'SAID 1363" 
(the date being that of the current year of 
the Hegira. The stamps will only be on sale 
from 20th November to 31st December 1944. 
The issue of a special set for Zanzib~r has 
of course, already been noted; it also was du~ 
to appear on 20th November, but is to re­
main in use for a year. 

,@111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111[!] 

'RECENT ARRIVALS 
9. AMGOT (Allied 0cc. Italy) cpl. mint 8/6 

3. EGYPT, new issue, 10, 17, 40 m . .. 2/-

1. NEW ZEALAND 10d. on lfd. Centennial 1/6 

3. U.S.A. KOREA, PHILIPPINES, BIO-
SCOPE m . .. .. .. . . 1/6 

4. ZANZIBAR, AL BUSAID Jub. cpl. m. 2/9 

SOVIET RUSSIA 1940-44 (All cancelled) 

3. OCCUPATION OF POLAND 10-50 k. 1/6 
5. TCHAIKOVSKY, RIMSKY - KORSA-

KOV, SURIKOV . . . . . . . . . . . . 2/6 
10. War Episodes and Orders . . . . . . . . 4/6 .. 
5. Red Army and Yg. Com. League Jub. 2/-
2. "ZO Ye.ars without Lenin" 
7. War Heroes . . . . . ... 
2. Tehe1'an Conference cpl. · .. 

CAS,H wrrH ORDER, POST FREE. 

A. LICHTE,NSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 

1/-
3/-
3/6 

m .. '""""'""'""'""'"""''''"'""''''''''''''''''''''''"""''''''''''''''"••B 
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SOCIETY N·EWS 

·········~~~~······~~ 
EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIE'fY 

President, l\Ir. A. WntRon: Hon. 8ecretnry, l\Ir. 
S. F. Fowler, P.O. Box 168, East London. Meetings, 
Colosseum Building, 2nd Fridays, 7.45 p.m. 

At the December meeting 23 members and five visi­
tors were present. 

The opening displays of the evening were provided 
by two of the newer members, Messrs. Stander and 
Edmonds, and were an eyeopener' as regards what can 
be achieved in the space of a, few months by enthusi­
astic collectors. The artistic arrangement, mounting 
and writing up of the collections, which comprised 
principally the more recent issiues of the British . Em_ 
pire countries, both mint and used, were exceedmgly 
good. Many fine complete sets were included, and 
both collections reflected great credit on their for­
tunate owners. , 

Following the refreshment interval, Mr. C. H. 
Thornton displayed his collections o.f the Victori,an 
issues of Canada, Nova Scotia, Newfoundl,and and 
several West Indian colonies, each of which was pre­
ceded by a selection of pre-stamp covers of great m-

te~~~· stamps shown were well up to Mr. Thornton's 
usual standard of condition and rarity. To mentio;11 a 
few: ther·e were all values of the penc1c; (;anad1~ns 
(except the 12d.), all values of Nova Scotia m~lud!ng 
very fine copies of the 6d. and 1/-. A Nova Scot1an 
cover bearing two and a. half 3d. stamps. ¥any early 
pence issues of New.foundland, among 'Yh1ch. was a 
fine 6d. orange vermilion. The West Indians mcluded 
many scarce itemi:I, such as a. mint block of : 12 1/­
Barbados first type, St. Luc1a one and a half 1/­
Fisoal-postal used on piece, etc. 

+ T.A.H. 

CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIE,TY. 
President, \V. D. Vallance; Hon. Secre.tary, S. 

Kaganson. P.O. Box 1973. Cape Town: l,feetings, 2nrl 
and 4th Thursdays at Yorkshire Buildings, Strand 
Street, at 7 .30 p.m. 

Thursday, 23rd November.-->"Variety'' was the title 
of the display tabled by Mr. E. C. Solomon, M.P.C., 
for this evening, and the main theme was the postage 
stamps of the. ''Victorian Era." 

The first stamp shown was naturally the "Penny 
Black " and this was followed by the subi;;equent issues 
of G;eat, Britain. Most of the colonies were also well 
represented, some of these old stamps showing engrav­
ing, beauty and balance not surpassed t~-day. 

In the light of present day events two covers de­
picting the wal· period of that reign were interesting, 
the one being a P.O.W. cover from Bermuda ini 1901, 
and the other a Mafeking Siege cove1·.· Other interest­
ing items were a few Cape fiscals postally used and 
st

i¥hin ait~eid~nce was again well up to standard, 54 
members and visitors being present, and among the 
latter were Mr. Watson, president of the East London 
Society, and Mr. J. Lewis, from Bloemfontein_. 

The meeting concluded with the usual auct10n, over 
30 lots being sold for Red Cross Funds. 

+ B.L.C. 

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL 
President. A. L. Revis: Hon. Sec .. G. Milner. 

Palmer, P.O. Ilox 588, Durban: llleetin(l.q, 1st nnrl 
3rd \Vednesdays at London Assurance Houi,e. :no 
Smith Street (in the rooms of the Durban Canwrn 
CJnh, top floor). 7.30 p.m. 

Mr. Percy C. Bishop, as promised, arranged the quiz 
competition for this meeting. ( See next issue). 

Mr. W. H. Wintle read extracts from current phila­
telic publications, and as the5e notes were found of 
interest he was asked to make the notes a monthly 
item at our general meetings. 

The auction then followed and was fairly well sup­
ported. 

Mr. W. Hall .Tones showed us his collections of 
S.W. Africa, Southern Rhodesia, British Honduras and 
St. Helena. These collections were a credit to a n(lw 
collector. G.M.P. 

NYASALAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President, Mr. C. Stevens; Jlon. Necretar11, l\Jr. 

Anson ; M eeUn,qs, 2md Mondays, Tobacco 'Auction 
Rooms, Limbe, 5 p.m. 

9th October.-Thirteen members present. Mr. Booth 
read an extract from an article appearing in a stamp 
journal on the New Zealand and Australian Centena1:.; 
S,tam'ps. 

Mr. Farquhar intimated that a new i8sue of Polish 
sta'mps was in circulation. . 

Mr. Milne exhibited the latest issue of American 
stamps commemorating Railways Telegraphi, and Ship_ 
p.ing. 

Mr. Farquhar then successfully conducted the So­
ciety's first auction. This raised fund~ for the sellers,. 
the Society, and for war funds. 

13th November.-E,leven members present. Mr. Milne 
read from the "Philatelic Magazine" a lengthy article 
dealing with shade varieties in stamps of various 
countries. 

Mr. Booth also r!;!ad from the "Philatelic Journal of 
Great Britain" an &rticle dealing with Nyassa stamps 
used during the war 1914-1918. 

The writer drew a;ttention to these stamps bearing 
a cancellation or overprint. "Nyasaland F F 2" and 
the substance of the article was more in the nature of 
an enquiry. . 

Mr. Booth exhibitect: a sheet of the Nyasa issue bear­
ing a cancellation such as described above as well as 
an envelope bearing a stamp with a similar cancel­
lation, definite proof, therefore,. that the stamps were 
not overprinted. 

This envelope was received by Mr. Booth through the. 
ordinary postal channels. 

Mr. Hulneck gave an extremely interesting ta~k on 
the stamps of Nyasaland and the early postal history 
of this country, and also exhibited his ~ollection of 
Nyasaland · stamps. Both were mu.ch appreciated by the 
members present, and a vote of thanks was accorded 
to MJ.·. Hulneck. 

+ 
o.s. 

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Mr. Ferguson; Hon. Secretary, H. A. 

Wager, P.O. Box 514 ; A.feetinos, 1st and 3rd Mon­
days, 8 p.m., Terhnir11l C!ollege. 

4th December.-Lt.-Col. Horne read a very interest­
ing paper, sprinkled with humour, on the arrangement 
of stamps on album pages. He deprecated the rather 
uninteresting methods of display he had seen in many 
collections tabled by members of the society. He advo­
cated the use of larger sheets and certain methods of 
design in the arrangement of the stamps depending 
on the number to be placed on each sheet as well as 
on the shape, size and colour of the stamps. He illus­
trated his paper by a large number of sheets from 
his own collection, showing different designs, etc., 
50me of which he thought to be good; and others which 
he had scrapped. Col. Horne was thanked for his 
paper the speakers being Messrs. Broughton, Wilson, 
Kon.YI; and the chairman. 

18th December.-This was President's Night, but, as 
Mr. Ferguson was unavoidably absent, Mr. Hawke en­
tertained the members. He used some extracts from the 
Jubilee number of the "Stamp Collectors Fortnightly" 
showing that the launching of this paper, although not 
apparently too promising, had achieved great success. 
The first editor, Mr. Percy Bishop, has lived in Durban 
for many years. Mr. Hawke spoke of the approaching 
jubilee of the Pretoria PhHatelic Society, and he thought 
that, although there were three more years, steps 
should be taken to consider the best means, of celebrat­
ing this event. Dr. Broughton suggested that a meet­
ing of the Philatelic Congress of Southern Africa 
should bel held in Pretoria that year togethe1· . with a 
Philatelie Exhibition. Members supported this sug­
gestion. 

S. RHODESIA 
H.A.W. 

On October 31st sale of 1940 J ubil,ees and 
1843 l\fatabelelands was stopped and the fe-
mainders destroved. , 

Whitfield Kin'g and Co's "Bulletin" not.,,s 
that in their last delivery of the l\fatabelelaJd 
2d. the saddle roll flaw had been corrected 
bnt that a new flaw had developed on stamp 
No. S., taking the form of a blur on tho side 
of the head of the mounted figure 

• 
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BIG JOBS TO DO 
Two very big jobs lie ahead ... to meet war 

transport demands and to get back into the 

swing of a very busy peace. Both mean EXTRA 

work for the Railways. 

These don't include the big routine Railway job 

that goes on all the time ... has gone on, in 

fact, ever since the first rails were laid ... of 

feeding South Africa and of carrying goods to 

and from the ports and factories. 

Every facility the Railways possess is devoted 

primarily to these ESSENTIAL tasks. The 

carrying of unnecessary passengers must 

take a subordinate place in immediate 

planning. 

UNESSENTIAL TRAVEL MAKES THE JOBS MORE DIFFICULT 

South African Railways 

iii. 

,¼ Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central New■ A,seney, 
~ Ltd.. Johannesburg: Printed by Maa-azine Pr~u (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harri1on Street, Jobannesburc 
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SOUTH AFRICAN: 
PHILATELIST 

Proprietor& and Publishers : 

THE PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Price 6d. REGISTERED AT Tlf.E G.P.O. AS A NEWSPAPER. Price 6d. 

Vol. 21, No. 2. FEBRUARY, 1945. Whole No. 239. 

THE l~HILATELIST 
The Leading International Monthly for Intelligent Stamp Collectors 

Edited by ROBSON LOWE 

Special Exclusive Articles 
by 

LEADING BRITISH W'RITE·Rs 
including 

Foster Bond, Guy R. Crouch, Samuel Graveson, Glynn Grylls, E. F. Hurt, Chas. Jewell, 
L. N. & M. Williams, Dennis Way 

+ 
Price Five Shillings Per Annum 

Post Free - Specimen Copy sent on request 

+ 
A New Volume starts with each October issue and in order 

to ensure continuity you are recommended to 

SUBSCRIBE NOflt 
+ 

Published on the FIRST F.RIDAY in each Month by 

THE REGENT STAMP CO .• LTD. 
50 PALL MALL - LONDON, S.W.1 - ENGLAND 
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Confident 
when 

Buying and Selling 
Thie very grateful tribut.e to the quality of the 

service provided by Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auctions 
is but one of the many hundreds of compliments that we 
receive each season. 

The success of Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auctions 
is the fruit of more than 50 years' consistent effort to 
provide a perfect service and complete satisfaction for 
Vendor and for Buyer. 

Every feature of every sale at Harmer's of Bond 
Street is handled by experts-men whose wide experience 
enables them to reveal those little extra points of a stamp 
that enable the distant Buyer to bid confidently and in 
complete security, and ensure for the Vendor a fair price 
for his stamps. 

That is why almost all the great collections are placed 
with Harmer's of Bond Street for dispersal-why more than 
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 600 in the United 
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond 
Street Stamp Auctions-why Harmer's have a larger turn­
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer. 

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of 
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues. 
Our brochure "Selling Stamps at Auction" also is free to 
prospective' Vendors. 

H. R. HARMER 

Cables: 

The World'J Leading Stamp Auctioneer 
ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS. 

39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1, 
E~GLAND. 

"HARMER'S BOND STREET LONDON." 
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PROTECTORATES AIR LETTERS. 

Our information from the Government 
Printer last month indicated that the Union 
6d. Air Letters (with the two 3d. stamps) had 
been overprinted bilingually for the Protflc­
torates. We have since seen the 3d. ~ir mail 
letter cards ("Active Service" Letter Cards, 
as they used to be) overprinted for the Pro-

~ tectorates; formerly they were available for 
nse unoverprinted. 

In this case, however, the overprinting has been 
done only in English. For Basutoland, it has 
been done on cards with Afrikaans stamps as 
well as on those with English stamps; in the 
case of Bechuanaland apparently only on the 
English variety. We have not seen the 
Swaziland cards yet. 

The gum on these cards, instead of being 
at the top on the back of the unfolded card, 
is at the bottom on the front. Presumablv 
this new variety will be on sale in the Unioi1 
soon, if they have not already appeared. 

The English stamp ca1-cls have a serial num­
ber but not the Afrikaans ones. 

MUSCAT 
Last month we mentioned the overprinting 

of Indian stamps with "Al Bn'Said 1363" (in 
Arabic) in connection with the bicentenary 
celebrations of the rulin~ house of that name 
in the Sultanates of Oman and Zanzibar. It • 
has nO'w been made clear that these over­
printed Indian stamps are not to be on sale 
in India generally but only at the Indian 
P.O. in Muscat. Muscat is the capital of 
Oman, an independent Sultanate in eastern 
Arabia. This State is not included in the 
Fostal Union, but its not inconsiderable mail 
has been handled by an Indian postal agency 
-:ti.nee 1856. The stamps used are the or-dinary 
stamps of India and are recognisable only by 
t he post mark. This is the first occasion 
Muscat, or Oman, can be said to have had its 
own stamps and, as was stated, they are only 
to have been on sale from 20th N ovember-3lst 
December, 1944; 15 ordinary postage stamps, 
3 pi-2 r and 10 "Service" stamps, 3 pi-1 r. 

ZANZIBAR 

The "Al Busaid" bicentenary set duly ap­
peared on 20th November, and will be on 
sale for a year unless stocks are previously 
exhausted. The values and colours are: 10c, 
bright ultramarine; 20c, orange vermilion; 
50c, blue green, and ls., purple. Printed by 
de la Rue in sheets of 100 (10 x 10) on 
multiple script CA watermarked paper, perf. 
14. Thanks to the Windsor Stamp Co. for 
specimens .. 

U.S.A. 
October 30th saw, almost nnh<?raldecl, the 

issue of a purple 3c stamp in honour of the 
50th anniversary of motion pirtures. It 
pictures the showing of a :film to military per­
sonnel in a jungle encampment. On the same 
elate 13c and l'ic special delivery stamps were 
issued, of the same design and size as the 
present 10c and 15c special deliveries. 

On November 2nd there appeared the 5c 
honouring the oppressed nation Korea. It 
shows the old flag of independent Ko1;ea, in 
the same style as the flag stamps of the Euro­
pean overrun countries. 

The next commeh10rative contemplated ap­
pears to be one dedicated to blood ,donors for 
the Red Cross. 
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SOUTH AMERICAN R~JPUBLICS 
According to Mekeel's Weekly all the South 

American republics are going to issue a 
single stamp of standardised design in 
honour of Simon Bolivar, the "Liberator" of 
South America. The face value will be 90 
centimos or the equivalent and the printing 
"·ill be done by the American Bank Note 
eompany. 

POLAND 
The Polish Postal Service, established in 

1941 in London, has issued a stamp commem­
orative of the Warsaw rising (A:ug.-Sept., 
1944) ; it shows two men and a girl fighting 
on a Warsaw barricade. It is a 3 zl. stamp, 
1 zl. for postage, 2 zl. for a relief fund for 
the Warsaw survivors; the i~sue' is limited to 
100,000. 

.AIR SERVICE NOT AVAILABLE 
A number of letters are arriving from 

Britain these davs marked "Bv Air" and 
franked ls. 3d., but they come 

0

by sea with 
an endorsement "Please inform sender air 
mail service not available." 

FRANCE 
We- have not been able to keep track of the 

stamps in use in France recently, as news in 
the overseas philatelic press is very scrappy. 
There appear to have been several sets in use 
at one and the same time in different parts 
or even in the same area. The Vichy issue 
with the head of Petain is said now to be 
suppressed, its place having been taken in 
Southern France particularly by stamps 
printed in Algiers and showing either the 
head of "Marianne" or the Gallic cock. Others, 
from de la Rue, London, have a Liberty Head 
whilst others, in use or in preparation show 
views of famous French cathedrals. Ameri­
can papers now mention AMGOT stamps also. 
"The Philatelic Magazine" of 15th December 
has the longest list we have yet seen. In 
audition to the general issues it also gives a 
number of local overprints. 

UNION BANTAMS MARGIN AL 
IMPRINTS 

The. ½d., ld. and 4d. are now all known 
"·ith the marginal imprints in purple (the 
colour of the 2d.) instead of their own 
colours. 

'T'he latest to )om the piebald ranks is the 
ls., which has appeared ,Yith the margins in 
sepia, the colour of the ls. 3d. 'fhe position 
of the Afrikaans and English imprints has 
also been changed over. 

MOZAMBIQUE 
Mr. J. P. Bentes, of Lourenco Marques, in­

forms us that there were put on sale on 26th 
December four stamps commemorating the 
fourth centenary of the founding of Lourenco 
:Marques. Values, colours, designs and num­
bers issued were : 50c greeff and ,50c sepia 
850,000 of each, the new Cathedral; IE. 75'. 
ultramarine, 300,000, the railway station· 
20E, black, 50,000, the Town Hall ' 

* * * * 

HOMAGE TO A. A. JURGENS 

We are delighted to hear that the Royl 
Philatelic Society has awarded their Craw: 
ford Medal to A.A.J. for his monumental 
work on the Cape Handstruck Letter Stamps 
and Postmarks, and we are sure all South 
African philatelists will join us in offering 
him our heartiest congratulations. This award, 
which can be regarded as the philatelic V.C., 
is only given for something big, the outcome 
probably of twenty years' work or more. It 
is only some three years since a similar award 
came to South Africa, viz., to Messrs. Curle 
and Basden for their book on the stamps of 
the Transvaal; we can bask, therefore, in 
quite a lot of reflected glory, but basking 
doesn't get anyone anywhere. Are there young 
workers coming along who will keep the torch 
of philatelic research alight and be gaining 
such awards in 1965? 

ffi,1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111[!] 

I Collectors of REALLY FIN'E BRITISH COLONIALS -=====_I_ 

should get into touch with me AT ONCE 
Selections of choice Mint or Used 

AF'RICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., j 
on approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at ~:--:========_, ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 7 

issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue, REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England 
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EGYPT AND 
N E,A R EAST 

Singles Commemoratives Aviation, 
Lots Sets, etc., etc. 

SELLING 
BUYING 

EXCHANGE 

Seeking Relations 
with 

Dealers and Collectors 

Co~'!:!f!Pst!le 
CAIRO : Box 177 : EGYPT 

WEEKLY ST AMP 
AUCTION SALES 
CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 

Postal bids accepted 

WANTED TO BUY 

• 
UN'ION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

High values. Kings Head and 

London Pictorials wanted in 

mint well - centred condition 

SINGLES.. PAIRS 1~ND BLOCKS 

FuH_catalogue and over willingly 

paid for first-class material 

■ 

PATRICK RIORDAN 

Nababeep - 'Namaqualand 

EVERY. 
THURSDAY 

12.45-2 p.m. 

• 
Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

JAMES MILDENHALL & COM1PANY 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

Corner RISSI K & MARSHALL STREETS (Opp. Escom House) 

JOHANNESBURG 

15 
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THE "1900'' SLUG OF THE MAFEKING 
SIEGE CANCELLATION 

By Dr. K. FREUND 

In their recent article "In and Out of Vry­
burg," Dr. Harvey Pirie and Mr. A. A. Jur­
gens touch the problem, · how it was possible 
that the besieged Mafeking authorities suc­
ceeded in having a cancellation date stamp 
with a "1900" slug ("South African Phtlatel­
ist," Dec., 1944, p. 140). Slugs for the year 
1900 were normally supplied by the Cape 
Town head office only, and, as the mentioned 
writers put it, "one can hardly imagine the 
Cape postal authorities sending special run-
ners to smuggle them through." . 

I am in the position to give the followmg 
information: 

The last batch of letters ("Kaffirgrams") 
before inauguration of the special siege ser­
vice, was smuggled out of the besieged town 
during December, 1899, as a notice which ap­
peared in "The Mafeking Mail" of 30th 
April, 1900, indicates. No further letters were 
sent out until late in March, 1900, when the 
special stamp issues and a new postal service 
were introduced. Then, the problem became 
acute what to do about the type of year in the 
canceller which recorded only "99". Several 
suggestions were made, until a type (slug) 
"1900" was discovered at the Magistrates 
Of/foe, which fitted in the cancellation date 
stamp perf~ctly (see Fig. 1). 

1900 1900 

An important characteristic of this "1900" 
type is the foot of the figure ''9" which is not 
curved upward. Nearly all forged types of · 
cancellation in existence show a "9" with a 
curved foot, as in Fig, 2. 

Incidentally, the postmark reproduced in 
Fig. ·4 in the mentioned articl~ on "Vryburg" 
(p. 104) is of th~ ~ype as. Fig. 2 a?o_ve. (I 
am not in the pos1t10n to give an opm10~ on_ 
this queried Vryburg postmark; there ~s a 
possibility that the "1900" slug was obtamed 
from another local office, as in the Mafeking 
case). 

There are Mafeking stamps in existence 
showing "00" in the cancellation instead of 
the "1900." They are genuine stamps cancelled 
"to order" after the siege, which fact makes 
the cancellation a forged one. 

The original cancellation date stamp was 
destroyed by the military authorities imme­
diately after the siege. But the "1900" slug 
was removed before and kept as souvenir ~y 
Mr. A. Thomas who was telegraphist during 
the siege. It is now in my collection. 

* * * 
AFRICAN A FOR 'l'HE BRITISH 

MUSEUM 

Dr. E. Mosely writes that his daughter, 
Mrs. Cunningham, has pre_sented to . the 
British Museum the collect10ns of various 
British African colonies which he had formed 
and had given to her. Dr. Mosely himself has 
given the Museum up to £590 to pay for 
cabinets to house the collect10ns. 

Dr. Mosely says that the collection of the 
various British African colonies is on the 
whole probably the most complete, fu~l~st o~ 
varieties and in the most perfect condition of 
any in existence. Lichtenstein of New York 
is stronger in Capes, though not much; _the 
Buckingham Palace and Caspary collections 
are fuller in Mauritius, and he says he has 
never been able to make up his mind as to 
whether his or Prof. Smith's O.F.S. is the 
better. Apart from these, and especially as 
regards Rhodesia, S.t. Helena, Sierra Leone, 
Union, S.W.A. and the various "small fry:._' 
of East and West Africa he has not seen or 
heard of any equals. 

Everyone may not agree with this opinion, 
but that is quite immaterial; there can _be ~o 
two opinions about the munifioonce of this gift 
from Mrs. Cunningham and Dr. Mosley. 

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 
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E. BLUM 
P.O. BOX 1669 OAP:E TOWN 

recommends his services to Dealers and Oolleetor!r 

alike !or Selling and Buying stamps from all 

countries. Price List nOW\ ready and can be seni' 

• to applicants free on demand. Collection■ and 

Accumulations bought for epot cash, Hiahest 

prices paid. Established in South Africa since 

1930, First class references, 
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1'he Philatelic Society of Natal has hit 

upon a new means of keeping its members 
amused by pro~?ting a series of philate_li~ 
''quizz" c?mpetit10ns as 3:n occa~10na~ rehef 
from heavier and more senous philatelic fare. 

Following upon competitions staged by Mr. 
J Lyle and Mr. G. Milner Palmer, the con­
~st at the December meeting was organised 
by Mr. Percy C. Bishop, who propounded 
eleven questions, the majority of which _were 
to be answered by a single word, either 
"·True" or "Untrue." 

The following were the questions : -
1. Is it true or untrue that the Sc. U.S.A. 

stamp of 1902, bearing the head of Martha 
\Vashington, represents the first use of the 
head of a woman not of royal rank as a post­
age stamp design? (female heads of a mythi­
cal or allegorical character, such as "Ceres," 
"Liberty," etc., being excluded). . 

2. Is it true or untrue that a certam Euro­
pean nation has ~ecide_cl to _a}?point . a 
Philatelist or a Philatelic Publicist to its 
Philatelic Bureau, the duty of which Bureau 
is to advise the Government on all matter 
:r'elating to the issue, design, quantity and 
use of postage stamps? 

3. If you have given the a?swer "True" 
to Question 2, state now w_h1ch European 
nation has decided to take this step. If you 
have answered• "Untrue" simply repeat the 
word "Untrue." 

4. For this question competitors were re­
ferred to the 1903 issue of the stamps of St. 
Kitts-Nevis showing a picture of Christopher 
Columbus peering out to ~ea with a te!escope 
to his eye. And the quest10n was: ."Is _it true 
or untrue to say that Columbus is pictured 
ou these stamps using a telescope at a time 
prior to the telescope's . invention " _ 

(Note: It has heen obJected that Columbus 
could not have used a telescope since that 
gadget was said to be the invention of Gal­
lileo who was not born until after Columbus 
was' dead. But, in fact, Gallile? did not 
invent the telescope-he perfected it from the 
rather crude types that had been invented 
long before his time. One of these crude old 
telescopes Columbus probably used.) 

5. Is it true or untrue that there is one 
great nation whose postage stamps have never 
given any indication in words of the country 
of issue 

(Note: The name of Great Britain at once 
leaps to the mind; but Mr. Bi~hop poi?~ed 
out that on at least two occas10ns Bnt1sh 
stpmps have indicated in words their origin 

"-,,_tly, the . We~bley is~u~s of ~924-192~, 
8,ich were mscnbed "British Empire Exl11-

J1.tion " and , secondly,, the Postal Union 
stamp; of 1929, which were lettered "Postal 
Union Congress, London.") 

6. If you have answered Question 5 with 
the word "True" state here the name of the 

great nation to which. you refer. If you 
answered "Untrue" merely repeat that 
answer. 

7. Is it true or untrue that a certain 
pictorial stamp of a British colony bears the 
full-length portrait of an American citizen? 

8. If your answer to Question 7 was 
"True " state here the name of the Colony 
and the value of the stamp referred to. If 
you wrote as your answer "Untrue" just re­
peat that answer. 

9. Is it true or untrue that there is a 
certain country which has consistiently for­
bidden the export of its postage stamps from 
the first year of their issue, at first confining 
this embargo to the stamps for inland use 
but later extending it to those for external 
postage? If you answer "True" to this, please 
also give the name of the country you have 
in mind. 

10. Is it true or untrue that a stamp ,exists 
showing George Washington in the uniform 
of a Colonel .of the British Army? 

11. If you have answered "True" to Ques­
tion 10, state here the name of the country 
and date of issue of the stamp. 

(Answers giv,en on page 
Answers to the Quizz on page 

1. True. 
2. True. 
3. Spain. 
4. Untrue. 
5. Untrue. 
6. Untrue. 
7. True. 
8. Newfoundland 4 cents (1897). 
9. True (Yemen). 

10. True 
11. U.S.A. issue of 1930. 

(A question arose as to the validity of the 
answer to No. 9, one member alleging that at 
Aden one could buy as many unused Yemen 
stamps as one wanted. Mr. Bisho_g's reply 
was that his question merely refered to the 
law of the country concerned and had nothing 
to do with illegal back-door supplies. Whe.re­
ever stamps were issued, and collectors 
wanted them they would leak out somehow.) 

The contest excited considerable interest and 
a good deal of amusement. One paper-that 
of ,}\fr. V.- B. Crockett-revealed six correct 
answers, and to him was awarded the prize, 
consisting of a set of the South African 
"bantams," ½cl. to ls., with "S.W.A." over­
print, in their appropriate pairs and strips, 
together with a pair of the ls. 3d. airmail 
stamp similarly overprinted . 

.:\Iembers are looking forward to the next 
"quizz" Contest, which is to be staged at the 
Febrnar~· meeting by Mr. A. E. Basde11. 

Join 
THE INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE CLUB 

and build your collection cheaply with the help of over­
seas members. Membership costs only 4/6 pet yea~, or 
three years 12/ _ and competitions offer free extens10ns. 
(Used stamps on or off cover accepted for fees by 

arrangement). 
Full particulars from : 

S. G. Walton, 252 St. John's ~oad, Canley Yale, 
N.S.W., Australia. 
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CANADA 
I recently discovered S.G. 321 A (Die 2) 

with "PUSTAGE" for "POS'l'AGE"; this 
variety shows a clean cut "U," and it would 
be inter-esting to hear whether any other 
Canadian specialists have found this inter­
esting item. 

Talking of Canadian stamps, I subjoin an 
extract from a Canadian paper regarding the 
Royal Visit Commemorative issue of i,r.ay, 
1939, which may help to add a few more 
va.rieties to collections. 

"Keen-eyed philatelists have detected 
flaws in certain series. of the stamps issued 
in commemoration of the Royal Visit to 
Canada. The imperfection was noted in 
some stamps on all three denominations, 
while others were flawless. 

''Laymen looking for the error will fincl 
it most pronounced in some of the two-cent 
stamps bearing the picture of the New 
Canadian War Memorial. Some of this 
issue show that the top of the memorial 
has dropped down from the top oi the frame 
and as a. result a number of brown lines 
run through the date 1939 immediately b-e­
low the pictur,e. In the other denomina­
tions the pictures of Their Majesties and 
of the Princesses are not in the exact centre 
of their frames, leaving a slight trace of 
white at the left of the photos. The devia­
tions are only evident in some stamps, and 
philat-elists believe that the first-run stamps 
may have been the perfect ones and that 
in subsequent runs the medallions in the 
centre slipped slightly." 

W. J. EWART, 
La,dysmith. 

"HANDS'TRUCK LETTER STAMPS" 
:Yiay I protest as vigoro_usly (and I hope as 

suavely) as possible against the comments on 
my views, expressed by my friend Adrian 
.Jurgens in the S.A .. Philatelist of July, 1944, 
on pages 78-79? 

The term "hauled over the coals" applied 
to my differing with his judgment as to what 
terms should be used for the town, rate and 
service markings on stampless covers of the 
18th and 19th century, is, I think, unjustified. 
I pointed out, in an obviously broadly 
humorous way, the defects in the terminology 
used by Mr. Lowe and Mr. Jurgens. Mr. 
Lowe being a fellow-Rotarian with me, 
though in a club some 3,000 miles from my 
own, I ·see no fault in using his first name 
in the form in ·which I learn it is used in 
Rotary. We all use first names or nick­
names, in shortened form usually in Rotary­
even the International President of Rotary 
is "Tom" to all Rotarians. 

The able and solid scholarship of Mr. Jur­
gen's comment, showing what the past usage 

for these postal markings was, must unfor­
tunately be dismissed as not bearing upon 
the subject. We are not living in 1790 or 
1840; modern usage simply does not ag\.ee 
with that of the past. Whatever a "stamp" 
may originally have meant, to-day it means 
the affixed or printed-on label denoting puy­
ment of postage and the amount thereof. To 
revive former usage is thus to confuse, the 
issue. The modern usage which I mention is 
understood wherever the English language is 
used and in all its variants from Basic and 
Pidgin to the most advanced poetic style. 

'rhe terms "Lettei· Stamps" and the like 
are to-day simply invitations to confusion 
with postage stamps. In fact, the renewed 
introduction of them for town, rate and ser­
vice markings on stampless covers was done 
in order to make such material merchantable 
among stamp collectors. It was a shrewd, 
able piece of commercial work. 

The term "Stampless Covers" naturally 
might logically include modern official free 
covers (whether in South Africa under the 
O.H.M.S. imprint or in the U.S. under the 
"Officil}l Business" penalty corner mark). 
But I can assure Mr. Jurgens and others, that 
in the seventeen years since Frederick S. 
Eaton first popularised their collecting, and 
through three editions of the Stampless Cover 
Catalogue by Konwiser from 1935 on, no con­
fusion with modern unstamped official or per­
mit-mailed covers has occurred. Bob Lowe 
came into this field much later than the 
pioneers I have named, and his terminology 
is an innovation to be approved or rejected 
on its own merits only. 

The terms "town mark "" ~-ate mark" and 
"service mark" suffice fo; all stampless cover 
purpose, and we do not need to revive any 
past usage. In so speaking, may I mention 
that as state editor for New Jersey in the 
Stamples~ Cover Catalogue, I am in a good 
position to know if any confusion might 
exist ; for I coUect New Jersey covers old and 
new, stamped and stampless, 1780 to 1944. 
(I'd collect them before 1780 if I could get 
any.) I collect stampless covers of the King­
dom of Poland, of Cape of Good Hope, and 
of Natal. This is not said to boast, but to 
present my cr,edentialsas a collector entitled 
to pass an informed judgment by width and 
length of experience. 

Let us stick to adual current usage and 
not attempt to revive that of .bygone periods. 

STEPHEN G. RICH, 
New Jerse~ 

IRISH PHILATELIC EXHIBITION 
The Irish Philatelic Society held their t 

exhibition in the National ·Museum, Dub, ·1 
October 23 to November 4, 1944. It is·' 
ported as having been very successful ~ .. · 
a plentitude of exhibits, several of them .,)1> 

known -internationally, and an attendance­
the public above expectations, averaging abo,: 
1,000 a d,ay for the fortnight. 'fhey did not 
run to any stamp issue but bad a special 
postmark · "Irish Philatelic Exhibition." 
Thanks to 1\Ir. A. I,ichtenstein for seeing a 
specimen. 
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CODE OF DESCRIPTIVE TERMS 
The September Winclsor Monthl_y Philatelic 

Bulletin in addition to its usual hsts of offers, 
Jincludes' the following "Stam:I_) Description 
Chart" drawn up for the Amencan P?ilatelic 
Society. If it attains wide populanty and 

"'usage it should be very useful, but if only used 
by a few it might be confusi~g. What _d? our 
readers think of it as a practical propos1t10n? 
.4 .-Unused Stamps 

1. Mint. With gum as issued or without 
gum if so issued. 

2. The same stamp but lightly hinged. 
3. The. same stamp• bnt heavily hinged. 
4. An O G stamp where gum is missing in 

spots. 
5. A stamp issued with gum but now with-

out gum. 
6. Stamp with cracked gum. 

B.-Used Stamps 
I. Very Light Cancellation. 
2. Light Cancellation. 
3. Medium Cancellation. 
4. Medium Heavy Cancellation. 
5. Heavy Cancellation. 
6. Fiscal Cancellation. 
7. Pen Cancellation. 

0.-Centering 
1. Perfectly centered. 
2. Slightly off centre. 
3. Considerably off centre, blit no margins 

,/.~ touching, 
4. Perforations touch one side. 
5. Perforations touch two sides. 

D.-Stamp Defects 
1. Creased. 
2. Small thin spot, 
3. Pin hole. 
4. Small tear. 
5. Cut canoollation. 
6. Perforations cut. 
7. Perforated initials. 

E.-Stamp Defects, Cont. 
i. Perforations snubbed. 
2. - Straight edge, 
3. Discoloured. 
4. Large thin spot. 
5. Face peeled. 
6. Large tear. 
7. Faded. 

Abbreviations: top-t, bottom-b, right-r, 
left-1. 

How TO UsE THE CHART. 
A perfect mint stamp \~ould be descri?e4 in 

this manner: Al Cl. This means that it ~s a 
mint stamp as issued, per.fectly centred, with­

·. out any defects whatsoever. 
·. A superb used stamp would be Bl Cl. , \A used stamp, witl_i medium l_ie,avy cancE;lla­

~"' ,on, with perforat10ns touc~ung one side, 
ot~rforated initials and one straight edge would 
sfoe: B4 C4 D7 E2. Note that it t_ook eight~en 

,.,.,~_< ords to ,describe the stamp while by usmg 
s_tle chart it required but four letters and four 

·, ~mmerals. 
Stamps with distinctive cancellations should 

be graded as above with an additonal state­
ment as to type of cancellation-an anchor, a 
star, a crown, etc. In such ~ases the collector 
is really buying the cancellat10n. 

When one wants to indicate more specifically 
where perforations cut in, where a straight 
edge is located, etc. (such as top, bottom, right 
or left), use a small letter following the 
numerals so to indicate in this manner: B2 
C4t E2r. This means that the pe,rforations 
touch at the top and the straight edge is at 
the right. 

Where a stamp has been repaired or changed 
in any manner, grade it as if not repaired or 
changed a11d then mention its condition. 

BECHUANALAND FAKES. 
Cheap stamps are sometimes faked, as 

well as rarities. Emco Monthly Journal, the 
house organ of the Marks Stamp Co., To­
ronto, states that some years ago packet 
makers in Europe were hard put to it to 
make up collections of 20,000 or more differ­
ent stamp,s and some unscrupulous ones 
faked stamps to make up deficiencies. One 
collection of 20,000 is reported to have had 
almost 1,000 faked surcharge on common 
stamps. Amongst others the K.G. V stamps 
of Great Britain received faked surcharges 
of "Bechuanaland Protectorate" in two ver­
tical lines (Issue of 1914-24). These fake sur­
charges can be distinguishecl from genuines 
by the letters being blurred instead of 
sharply defined; the lines are 18 m.m. long 
instead of 1 n m.m., and the openings in 
such letters as "a" "o" "d" etc are 
small or even closed' inste;d of 'being ~learly 
open and distinct. 

A VERY FRIENDLY GESTURE 
The latest issue of the Essay-Proof Journal 

arrived with an accompanying note stating: 
''We continue to send regardless of whether 
paper shortage prevents your reciprocating." 

This is much appreciated because at present 
we cannot reciprocate for reasons given last 
month. 

The Essay-Proof Journal has a wide field 
and continues to have ,articles, lists and com. 
mencing catalogues of essays and proofs deal­
ing wit!i any or every stamp issuing country in 
the world. 

SWAZILAND 
According to "Stamp Collecting" the Crown 

Agents released early in December new print­
ings of the M. and ls. values, perf. 13¼ x 
13:l as in the printing of January, 1943. The 
}d. is on thinner, more transparent paper and 
is yellowish green instead of deep green; the 
ls. is of a deeper olive tint. 

CARIMBOLOGIA 
No answers have been received to the note 

in our December issue about this term in a 
Brazilian philatelic journal. It comes from 
"Carimbo," which is the Portuguese word for 
a seal and "Carimbology" might therefore be 
taken to mean the science of, or the study of 
seals. 
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COLLECTORS' WANTS AND OFFERS 
(!Twopence per word per insertion 

Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used 
copies wanted. Particularly Edward 
and Georg,e. High prices willingly 
paid. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes­
burg. 

Tra:nsvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarities wanted by 

A. E. Basden, Killarney, Brickhill Road, 
Durban. 

Collections Wanted to Buy.-Old and 
• Modern Collections, Single Rarities 

and Errors, Duplicates and Office 
Mixtures. 
Prompt cash on acceptance of offer: 

E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.), 
1i 7 Longmarket Street, Cape T·own. 

Wanted: Transvaal, Natal, Cape, O.F.S., 
Bechuanaland, Gambia, St. Helena, 
Egypt, France. Picked copies, rari­
ties and varieties, also 9,000 items 
for world collection up to 1933 issues. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

For Service, promptness and. satisfac-
tion. . 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 
Phone 54-1692. 

Mr. E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom, 
offers Blocks of South African Col­
onies and Union, also full range of 
Entires. 

Basutoland: Wanted covers, or stamps 
postmarked in Basutoland before 
1910. 

Harding, Box 108, Ladybrand. 

All South African Stamps wanted, 
Wholesale quantities. · 

S. Curtis & Co., Ashhurst, New 
'Zealand. 

WINGS OVER THE KALAHARI. 

Under this title The Aero-Pield of Aug.­
Sept., 1944, has an interesting article, with 
sketch map and photographs, of a scarce 
South African- Air Mail, viz., that inaugurat­
ing the service between Johannesburg and 
Windhoek via Palapye and Maun. 

A survey flight was made in September, 
1938, and the first actual mail carrying flight 
left on 1st November, 1938, with return 
from Windhoek on 5th November. 

Incidentally, the same issue has reprinted 
the article by Mr. A. Hilton Sydow on the 
Air Stamps of South Africa which appeared 
in The South African Philatelist, 

with minimum of 2/- per ins,ertion) 

Wanted: S.A. Military Postmarks in 
S.W.A. Stanley Gibbons 18a. and 
46a. Postag,e Due D.2.a.-D.8.B and 
C. 

F. Mattei, 24 Hoofd Street, Braamfon­
tein, Johannesburg. 

Current issues of British Colonials sup­
plied at 12~ per cent. above face value 
or cost. Also other stamps at very 
reasonable prices. Postage and insur­
ance extra. Full particulars· from 

Arthur F. Wolton, "Roddfield," Rayle, 
Cornwall, England. 

Wanted: Rhodesia, Bechuanaland, or 
other stamps cancelled "Tati" or 
"Francistown." Full S.G. prices for 
approved specimens. 

Noel Roberts, Booysens, Johannesburg. 

Rhodesian stamps, rare items high 
values, etc., wanted for cash. 

Thiele, 455 West Street, Durban. 

WANTED, Map Stamps. 
E. G. Powell, P.O. Box 44, East London. 

WANTED, "South African Philatelist,'' 
al~ issues, ~n ex~hange for other mag­
azines, philatelic and non-philatelic. 
Philatelic courtesies reciprocated with 
"Flags" stamps. 

The Philatelic Library, Box 1712 WLB, 
• Los Angeles 36, California. 

BASUTOLAND 
The Crown Agents released a new printing 

of the 2d. last October of a lighter shade than 
the printing on sale during 1944. It also dif­
fers in being perf. 12ili x 12i instead of 12~ 
all round. We have not heard whether it is 
on sale yet in Basutoland itself. 

AIR NOTES-E. AFRICA AND KENYA 

The A.era-Field quotes our ol<l friend Lieut. 
Godfrey as reporting a new type of air letter 
card used by the E.A. Forces (it apparently 
actually dates back to 1.1.43). It is on thin 
pink paper with a 2.5c meter postage stamp 
in red. 

Lieut. Godfrey states that the· 70c 'Q ~/­

charged on ls. Union should be very scarce' -~n 
used pairs as only registered air mail and pa.t-.. 
eel post could normally have required thern. 
He has ascertained that all such stamps used 
on airgraphs are not only cancelled but muti­
lated by perforation and a very strict ·check is 
being put on the possibility of any of them 
coming on the market. 
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"Covers the World" 

WHIT'FIELD-KING 1945 Catalogue 
Post free 15/-

• RUSSIA 
1944 Stratosphere Heroes ( 3) .. . 

tl944 Militant Friendship (2) .. . 
t 1944 Turgenev Anniversary ( 2) 

6 9 
3 6 
l 3 

or the three Sets For 10 6 

• BRITISH 1EMPIRE 
BECHUANALAND 

S.G. 53 broken P £7 0 0 
Regent No. 89 ... 10 0 

BR. SO.MALILAND 1938 £8 0 0 
tGREAT BRITAIN P.U.C. £1 ... £2• 0 0 
JUBILEE compl. £35 0 0 
tNATAL S.G. 171 vertical pair 

pmk 17 July, 1911 ... £25 0 0 
SOUTH WEST AFRICA 

S.G. 2 "Afrika " over 
"South-\tVest" block ... £40 0 0 

S.G. l ditto pair ... £15 0 0 
S.G. 31 ,, ,, ... £100 0 O 
S.G. 2 double o/p £12 0 0 
S.G. 14 vertical £40 0 0 
S.G. 15 horizontal £17 10 O 
S.G. 15 vertical £15 0 O 
S.G. 86-87 18 9 
S.G. 0'.1-4 £15 O O 

SOUTH AFRICA 
2? Oct.' 18 J?O~~ card "Make Your 
Sixpence ]Hy .. . £4 10 0 

t Blue Wing on Red Cross £4 10 O 
t Black Wing £6 0 0 

1925 Air mint set £2 0 0 
used set £2 5 O 
cover set £2 10 0 
original souvenir card £40 0 0 

Postage Extra. 
t Indicates used, otherwise mint. • 

Offers subject to being unsold and subject to 
price changes. E. & O.E. 

WE WANT TO BUY-
OLD AND MODERN COLLECTIONS, 
SINGLE RARITIES AND ERRORS, 
DUPLICATES & OFFICE MIXTURES. 

Prompt Cash on acceptance of Offer. 
WE ALSO WELCOME GOOD 

EXCHANGES 

E. M. LACY 
Bankers: Telegrams: Globephil. 

Barclays. Talephone: 2-4657. 

( Globe Postage Stamp Company) 
117 Longmarket Street, Capetown. 

5 Belgian Congo, Postage Due, l!J43 cvl. 1/-
5 Ruanda-Urundi, Postage Due, 1943 cpl. 1/-

15 /Muscat (Albusaid on India) cpl. . . . . 18/6 
10 Muscat (Albusaid on India) official cvl. 8/6 

5 Touga Jubilee cpl. . . . . . . . . . . 4/6 
4 Zanzibar Albusaid cpl. . . . . . . . . 2/9 
9 Amgot (Allied 0cc. Italy) cpl. 9/6 

Z5 MEF and EAF, cpl. to 1/- . . 212/6 
9 Netherlands Liberation cpl. . . 4/ii 
5 Philippines 1935/36. Air. cpl. 6/6 
n Philippines 1939/40. Independence cpl. ~/6 
7 Philippines 1931 Official 2-20c. . . . . 2/-
6 Philippines 1935 Pict. Official 2-16c. 1/6 

NETT, C.W.O. POST FREE. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 
@ •••••• ,, •• ,,,,i,,,., •• , •• ,.,,.,,,,,,,.,, ... ,,, •••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,a 

MONTHLY 
PHILATELIC 

BULLETIN 
Each month The Windsor Stamp Co. pub­

lish THE WINDSOR MONTHLY PHILA­
TELIC BULLE'.rIN, an attractive 12 page 
illustrated list. 

Contents include many offers of interesting 
stamps, including sections for Empire and 
Foreign; New Issues; Stamps for Investment; 
High values ; Specimens ; Accessories ; Special 
offers and a Monthly Outstanding Bargain. 

No, we are not telling you any more as we 
wish you to obtain and judge the M.P.B. for 
yourself, and, of course, as a subscriber have 
the exclusive offers each month of stamps in 
short supply at reasonable prices. 

Subscription 2s. 6d. for one year's supply of 
12 issues, which please remit by British Postal 
Order. Specimen copy 3d. 

THE Wl 1NDSOR STAMP COMPANY 
UCKf~LD SUSSEX ENGLAND 
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r--···-----------·-··---------. I REVIEWS AND NOTICES 1 
·············~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~· 

11he De La Rue Georgians of South Africa, by 
H. E. Lobdell. 

This monograph of 100 pages is. a revision of 
articles published during 1941-42 in the Collec­
tors' Club Philatelist and the South African 
Philatelist, but incorporates a good deal of 
new material, especially on the dies of the 
King's Head issue and on these stamps as used 
in S.W.A. (both overprinted and unover­
printed) and the Protectorates. 

It is splendidly illustrated, and is a mine of 
information, not only in itself but in the way 
of bibliographical references. The writer must 
be highly commended for his painstaking work; 
although scholarly it is not musty or dull, far 
from it. The writer .is on the staff of the 
}Iassachusetts Institute of Technology, and 
this work on his hobby comes up to what we 
expect from the scientific side of that Insti­
tute; need we say any more? 
- It is a work which should be in the hands of 
every collector of Unions having any pretence 
at specialising; it is published by the Collec­
tors' Club, but they give no indication whether 
copies are obtainable from them, or at what 
price. 
"Food for Thought," 4th edition of the Phil-, 

atelic Literature Catalogue, by Albert H.' 
Harris, Editor of the Philatelic Magazine, 
112 Strand, London W.C. 2; price ls. 

No serious collector can for long go on with­
out literature on his subject. Here is a list 
of the Harris stock available of almanacks, 
annuals, famous auction catalogues, hand­
books, journals, separata, general catalogues 
-in fact, anything and everything connected 
with philately. There are over fifty closely s,et 
pages of alphabetical listing, and everyone 
shou}d be able to find something to read up on 
his favourite subject. 
"The Stamp Collectors' F'ortnightly," ,Ji1bilee. 

Congratulations to our contemporary on hav­
ing reached its jubilee issue on 14th October 
last. Long may it continue! 

r:ii 

Fine 
high 

w ANTED TO BUY II! 
Used sta'mps, particularly medium and 1

1

1

1

' 

values, of all African Colonies. Large 
quantities taken if price is right. !'I 

I. OFFE'R FACE PLUS 10% 
for fine used stamps of Basutoland, Bechuana-
1,and Gambia, Nyasaland, Swaziland, etc. Offers 
wanted from all parts of the Empire, 1mrticu-

larly the smaller colonies. 
Please write by Airmail. References appreciated. 

HARRY ALLEN 
(Member Philatelic Traders Society, London) 

WlHOLESALE ST A)MP IMPORTER 
23 Shaftesbury ·waye, Hayes, Middx., England. 

11 

Although not the oldest philatelic journal in 
Britain, it claims to be the oldest independent 
one in its own right. It could artifically add 
to its age, because, on 12th January, 1895, it 
took over the "Stamp Collectors' Monthlyi, 
which had been started in 1889 by Percy C.~ 
Bishop, first editor of the "S.C.F." 

'l'his gives us an almost paternal interest in 
the "S.C.F." as P.C.B. is still a stalwart in 
philately here and has recently taken on 
another philatelic editorship. Floreot epis­
copos et res philat elicae ! 

Philately in Belgian Congo. 
The Cercle Philatelique de Leopoldville last 

year started a monthly "Bulletiri" (in French), 
of which they have been good enough to send us 
copies. This has lists of various emissions of 
the Congo and of French colonies in Africa, 
stamps offered for sale or exchange (especially 
African items) in addition to general notes on 
new issues, ,etc. We shall look to it in future 
for specialised information on Belgian Congo 
issues. 

The Jamaica Philatelist. 
Thanks to the Jamaica Philatelic Society 

for their 1944 Annual Magazine. This, as 
usual, has several articles of general interest 
and several dealing in more detail with West 
Indian stamps and "J amaicana." Perhaps the 
most interesting in this number is a paper by, 
Mr. G. C. Gunter on the set of seven stamps 
to be issued in connection with the granting of 
a new constitution to the island. Six designs, 
which are to be used for the seven stamps, are 
illustrated. 

The stamps are to be: l½d. brown, Falmouth 
Court House; 2d. green, Heads of King 
Charles II and King George VI, flanked by 
their respective maces; 3d. blue and 10s. green, 
Institute of Jamaica (Museum); 4½d. purple, 
old House of Assembly, in Spanish Town; 2s. 
chocolate, symbolical of Labour and Learning; 
5s. red, flag of Jamaica over a tropical sea, 
etc. 

TT'hitfield Kina' s "8tandanl Oataloaue of the 
Postage Stamps of the World," 44th edi.;. 
tion, ~ 1945, price 12s. 6d. 

T!Jis appears probably for the last time in 
one. volume. It is already divided into two 
parts, British Empire and Foreign, but for 
this year it has been found necessary to bind 
them together. 

Part 1 shows only 209 additions, bringing 
the total number of standard varieties listed 
under British Empire issues to 16,415. Part 2 
numbers 1,194 additions with a total listing of 
60,835. We shudder to think what the addi­
tions ·will be when those of the past five years 
come to be available for record. · 

'l'he catalogu,e, as is well known, ignore~ per.._ 
£oration differences and most watermark dif­
ferences and, therefore, does not appeal to 
the specialist collector, but it is eminently 
suitable for most general collectors. It is a 
good guide for prices; in both sections there 
are many rises since last year. 
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················~··············1 
SOCIETY N:EWS 

·-·-··--····---·---------·--··-
PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, Mr . .1:l'erguson; Hon. ~ecretary, H. A. 
Wa1er, .P.O. Box 514; M eeti.n{lll, 1st and ard .Mon­
days, 8 p.m., Technical College. 

2nd January: Mr. Ferguson in the chair. Mr. Hawke 
read an article on the eXlperiences of a soldier phil­
atelist in the North. 

Short Papers. Dr. Broughton gave a talk on the ar­
rangement of stamps, pointing out that one space for 
one stamp precluded the addition to the collection of 
established varieties. He advocated the accumulation 
of a lot of stamps including shades, etc., and then 
plan their· arrangement. Mr. Dodd read a paper on 
the only known forged stamp of Great Britain--the ls. 
green in 1870. This stamp was forged and fraudulently 
used by one man in stock exchange transactions and 
was only discovered about 25 years later. Mr. Konya 
gave a talk embracing different subjects, such as ar­
rangemen~ of stamps according to the collector's own 
inclination. He criticised the designs of S.A. stamps 
and suggested competitive designs. He also described 
the treatment of tourists in Japan. Mr. Hawke read 
a paper on A:scension. Fr.om being a bare volcanic 
island before the war, inhabited only by the staff of the 
Cable Co., it had become a hive of important military 
a.ctivities. Mr. Ravenscroft read a p~per on Idle 
Thoughts of a1 philatelist. Many people h&l a collecting 
tendency which ranged from bottles to all sorts of 
weird objects. He discussed the reasons for stamp 
collecting and showed what a lot of sidelines• in dif­
fei._ent countries were depicted on stamps. 

Mr. Watson tabled a fine lot o-1! mint stamps from 
di.fferent countries, and Dr. Broughton showed varie­
ties of Rhodesia. 

15th January: Mr. Ferguson in the chair. Mr. Hawke 
1·ead some philatelic extracts. 

M/r. Wilson read a paper on photographic processes 
in the production of stamps, He described the diffi­
culties of colour photography and showed by means of 
diagrams the effect of light when passing through 
different media and through prisms. A good photo­
graphic lens was made by combining glass of differ­
ent refractive indices. He described the light-sensitive 
emulsion used on films and pLates and he showed speci­
mens of different films, concluding with a fine photo­
graph taken by means of light screens of a set of 
coloured stamps. 

Mr. Wright showed a very fine and extensive col­
lection of the Rhodesias, 

+ H.A.W. 

EAST LONDON PHILATELIO SOCIETY 

President, l\Ir. A. Watson: Hon. Secretary, Mr. 
S. F. Fowler, P.O. Box 168, East London. Meetings, 
Colosseum Building, 2nd Fridays, 7 .45 p.m. 

At the January meeting 18 members and two visitors 
were present. 

The usual business was transacted in lhe course of 
which a letter from Lieut. Cowan, R.A.F., was read 
notifying his departure and transfer and expressing the 
appre,ciation of himself and wife for the welcome re­
ceived and for the many pleasant evenings spent at 
the Society and with members. 

Covers. were passed round showing the latest United 
States Commemoratives ih blocks of four. 

Mt\ P,aviour then read a most interesting and in­
structive paper on the hstory and stamps of the United 
Stat,. i of America, touching also on the Civil War 
and ~he Confederate States issues. Like all this mem­
ber's.l papers, it was full of information, both phila­
telic and otherwise, and was presented in a manner 
which held the entire attention of his audience. 
. The .collection which was subsequently laid out for 
Inspection was a very exhaustive one, commencing with 
a goodly number of the earlies and Confederates and 
continuing with practically complete sets, of the latter 
issues, many pages of the Commemoratives and pre-

cancels, errors and varieties, etc. At the end there were 
several p.ages of the attractive early Revenue Stamps. 

The meeting' concluded after the usual auction, a fair 
number of lots being dispased of. 

+ T.A.H. 

NYASALAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Mr. C. SteYens: Hon. Secretarv, Mr. 

Anson; Meetings, 2nd Mondays, Tobacco Auction 
Rooms, Limbe, 5 p.m. 

Present: Nine members. 
Correspondence : During the previous month the 

president received an envelope from the Philatelic So­
ciety of Johannesburg, bearing a block of 4 Exhibition 
Stamps "Speed the Victory Fair." Mr. Booth purchased 
this envelope for 2s., this amount being handed to the 
president for the Society's stamp collection. 

The secretary also received a letter from the above 
Society containing a hundred blocks of these stamps 
requesting they be sold at ls. per block and half the 
proceeds of the sale to be put to any Nyasaland wa1· 
fund this Society care to choose. 

Items of Interest: Mr. Milne informed the meeting 
that as far as is known at the moment the new issue 
of Nyasaland Postage Stamps will not be on sale for 
some considerable time, 

+ c.s. 

PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec., M. C. Shef­

field. P. 0. Box 88 ; Meetings, Room 8, City Hall 
Basem!)nt, 1st and 3rd Tuesday, 

The last meeting of the year was held on De,cember 
19, and presided over by Mr. G. K. Forbes,. who stated 
that he hoped to be back permanently in February. Mr. 
Deschamps displayed ,a large portion or his general 
collecNon. Great interest wa~ shown in a couple of 
Cape woodblocks in the display. 

Mr. T. H. Nicholson was in the chair at the first 
meeting of the year, on January 16. A motion was 
carried that members could not display more than 50 
pages of stamps at once so that there would be time 
to study the collection. Mr. P. Smith tabled 31 pages 
of British Possessions. present issues all mint, mostly 
in complete sets. The four pages of Falkland Islands 
Dependencies in blocks of four were keenly scrutinised. 
Mr. Malcolm showed about the same number ot pages, 
mint, of British Possessions. 

Mr. Malcolm is leaving us to return to Cradock and 
takes the good wishes of the Society with him. 

+ L.E.C. 

EAST RAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, Lt. J. A. B. van \Yyk; Hon. Secretary­
Treasurer, E. N. Rigg, 103 Kemston Avenue, Benoni; 
Meetings, 3rd Tuesdays, 8 p.m., Hotel Regent, 
Benoni. 

At our January meeting there was a fair attend­
ance. News of the month was given by Mr. Shepherd. 
Several items of injerest were shown. The evening's 
exhibits were (1) Mrs. Woods' collection of China, a 
fairly large collection, starting from the early issues 
of 1878, then Chinese Imperial Post, Commemorating 
the Revolution, Air Mail stamps, Gener~! Chiang Kai­
shek, stamps issued up to the, present war. In the vari­
ous issues there were very few vacant spaces and this 
collection was a change from the usual displays. (2) 
Mr. Rigg, two collections: (a) Great Britain from the 
Penny Black up to the present Georg-e VI issue; (b) 
Rhodesia, starting with the British South Africa Co. 
following up with Double Heads, then Northern and 
Southern Rhodesia, 

+ E.G.R. 

CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, \V. D. Vallance; Hon. Secretary, S. 

Kaganson, P.O. Box 1973. Cape Town; Meetings, 2nr1 
and 4th Thursdays at Yorkshire Buildings, Strand 
Street, at 7.30 p.m. 

Thursday, 14th December: There was a change from 
the usual routine at this meeting as immediately a.fter 
the conclusion of the ordinary business of the even­
ing the rest of the time was devoted to ''auction," 

Mr. K. Alexander, the hon. auctioneer, was in good 
fettle and over 100 lots were offered for sale, realising 
over £40. 
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Thursday, 28th Df'cember: The Festive Season and 
holidays no doubt accounted for the rather small at­
tendanoe, 32 members and visitors, but nevertheless a 
very enjoyable evening was spent by all. The exhibi­
tors for the evening were Mr. A. M. Jones, who 
showed his "Cape Triangulars," and Mr. E. C. Solo­
mon, M. P. C., who gave us the balance of his "Que.en's 
Head" collection, the Colonies on show being St. Helena, 
Seychelles and the Falkland Islands. Both exhibits 
attracted keen interest and the commentaries were 
closely followed. 

The usual auction brought the meeting to a close 
after seasonable greetings had been extended to all by 
the president. 

Thursctay, 11th January, 1945. The New Year opened 
well with a good attendance of members and visitor'S 
at this meeting, when Mr. C. G. Mummery tabled a 
really outstanding display of the stamps of Ascension, 
and followed this up with a very interesting paper on 
the history and stamps of the Isiand. 

The collection, which gained a Bronze Plaque at the 
19361 Exihibition at Johannesbu,rg~ was complete in 
"Normals~" in used, and milll.t condition, and also as 
regards "Specimens" overprinted and perforated. Of 
the varieties only two were missing, the 4d. and 6d. 
"Spl~t Mainmast," but pride of place must be given 
to the covers and stamps of Great Britain used in 
Ascension-a really fine collection. 

A hearty vote of thanks was moved by Cdr. E'noch 
and seconded -by Mr. W. D. Vallance, both speakers 
referring to the outstanding collection of stamps of 
Great Britain used on the Island prior to the definite 
issue, and wished Mr. Mummery "good hunting" for 
the two missing varieties. 

Af.ter the usual business had been completed, the 
evening's proceedings were rounded off with the 
auction. 

Thursday, 25th Jan;uary, 1945: 'l'he clerk of the 
we,ather was not too kind to us at this meeting and 
this no doubt accounted for the somewhat smaller 
attendance of members than usual, but those who 
braved the elements were well rewarded by a very 
fine display entitled "Bits and Pieces" by Mr. K. Alex­
ander., The title certainly correctly described the col­
lection in a nutshell as items of interest were shown 
from all over the globe, many o.f them being in blocks 
of eight and more. There was something of interest 
for everybody, and as Mr. Croxford stated in moving 
a vote of thanks, it was one of the finest collections 
of "Bits and Pieces" he had seen, and fully bore out 
the statement so often heard that Mr. Alexander col­
lected "anything and everything." 'l'he usual auction 
was held after the conclusion of the business of the 
evening, most items offered being for Red Cross Funds. 

+ B.L.C. 

THE JEWISH GUILD PHILATELIC SECTION. 

Ohainn,an, Mr. E. C. Sprighton ; Hon. Sec., Mr. I. 
Isaacs, 910 His Majesty's Buildings, Elof,f Street, Jo­
hannesburg 

At the meeting held on January 25 the exhibit was 
Canada Air Flights by Mr. I. Isaacs. The exhibit. in­
cluclt>d :-i. selt>ction of special flights and first flights 
of Government services between 1924 and 1939. The 
main interest of Canadian First Flights is· the variety 
of cachets that appear on the covers. These cachets 
include animals, buildings, maps and birds-eye views of 
towns. The exhibit included some transatlantic flights 
beginning from Canada. There was a large selection 0if 
Trans P1·airie and North-West Territory flights. 'l'he 
latter included some Arctfo flights. 

During the evening an interesting discussion took 
place as to the merits of collecting mint or used stamps, 
and as to whether used stamps should be collected only 
on cover. A variety of views were expressed. Of course 
the beauty of our hobby is that everybody can please 
himself as to the way he collects, and it is quite im­
possible to say that any particular person .collects the 
wrong way. 

The Jewish Guild Philatelic Section cordially_ wel­
comes visitors. Anybody who is at all interested in 
stamp collecting will be welcome. The meetings are held 
at the Jewish Guild Memorial Hall, Von Brandis ~reet, 
on the first floor, and all that a visitor has to do is 
to walk in and sign the visitor's book. 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, February 
22. 

I.I. 

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG. 
President, F. J. H. Lang; Hon. Secretary, L. 

Buchen, P.O. Box 4967, Johannesburg; Meetings, 2nd 
and 4th Tuesdays, Public Library, Johannesburg, 
7.45 p.m, 

Following are notices of the last fiIVe mee\tibgs 
which are briefly written up in view of the shortage 
of s1 ace. 

24th October: Our guest from Cape Town, Mr. A'lex­
ander, tabled an interesting exhibit of miniature 
sheets. Dr. Kaplan read an instructive paper entitled 
"The Stoey of the Cape T'riangulars" which in turn 
was illustrated by an exhibit· of these stamps, shown 
by J.:llr'. F. J. H., Lang. Dr. Kaplan pointed out, 
among many interesting facts, that the plates of the 
Woodblocks, which were printed in 1858, were defaced 
in 18615, but that copies are known used as late a8 
1878 at Graaf£ Reinet. The auction for war funds 
realised £2. 

14th November. As usual the event of the evening 
was the auction on behalf of the Hospital, and a 
total of £34 was realised. Mr. W. J. Schubart showed 
a very beautiful collection of the stamps of Holland. 

There was no second meeting in November due to 
the fact that members were very busy at the stamp 
ex}i.ibition at the Speed the Victory Fair, and were 
gr'ati.fied at the substantial amount collected on behalf 
of our war funds as a result of that effort. 

12th December. Four new members were elected at 
this meeting. Members from the East Rand Philatelic 
Society pai'd us an official visit under the leadership 
of their president, Mr. J. Shepherd, who showed a 
:i:eally outstanding collection of S. W.A., including vari­
eties galore. Also, Mrs. G. Wood showed a very pretty 
collection of Switzerland and Mr. P. R .. Gutsche 
brought a s]8ldid collection of Cape Triangulars. 

9th Januar"" Mr. F. J. H. Lang tabled a superb 
and valuable collection of mint stamps pf S. W .A. 
which included many rarities and blocks of high valued 
items all in immaculate mint condition. It was appro­
priate for Mr. J. Shepherd to express thr. thanks. of 
those present for this exhibit because of his wide know­
ledge o:6 the stamps of S. Wi.A. A further substantial 
amount was realised from the auction fol'! war funds, 
but members are again reminded to help in this ob­
jective by contributing st.amps to be auctioned for 
this worthy cause. 

2'3rd January. This was our usual informal meeting 
which was made par'ticularly enjoyable by Mr. J. 
Robertson's exhibit of many of the Islands and Ports 
in the Agean, the stamps of which document the cheq­
uered history of those places which have been con­
quered repeatedly during this belligerent 20th century. 
Among many of the odd names appearing in this ex­
hibit were: Mt. Athos, Castelrosso, Samos, Dedeagatz, 
Cavalle, Chios. Icaria, Lemnos and Mytilene. The clas­
sifications of some of'. the issues shown for these places 
were rather amusing, including: bogus, unofficial and 
unauthorised, forgeries, provisional Greek Government 
overprint, prepared but not issued, and newspaper 
stamps cutJ out of wrapper and used as postage stamps, 
etc. 

Also, Mr. Robertson brought his Vfolet Ray lamp 
in which many seemingly very beautiful mint copies 
as well as high value stamps were found to be fakes, 
and in one case of the Cape Triangulars, all three 
sides were beauti,fully replaced with margins to st width 
of about 1 inch, but so cleverly done that it could 
not be see; in normal light. 

Ait our March 13th meeting Mr. G. Carleton Jones 
will exhibit his stamps of Nova Scotia. 

War funds benefited fr-0m the usual auction to the 
e,xtent of £4, 

+ H.E.B. 

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL 
President, A. L. Bevis; Hon. Sec., G. .l\lilner. 

Palmer, P.O. Box 588, Durban; Meetings, 1st and 
3rd Wednesdays at London Assurance House. :no 
Smith Street (in the rooms of the Durban Ca.nwra 
Club, top floor). 7.30 p.m. I 

Four new: members were. proposed for final ea.i-i-~ion 
at our last committee meeltmg. •t 

We were pleased to receive a donation of an example 
of early Bechuanaland Protectorate with forged over­
print. This was donated by Captain G. G. Smith to 
add to the Society's collection. 

Mr. W. H. Wintle read, as usual, notes of philatelic 
interest. 

Mr. J. R. Simpson showed his fine collection of Bar­
badoes, andi also read a short paper on the country and 
its philatelic histozy. G.M.P. 
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J BIG JOBS TO DO 
Two very big jobs lie ahead ... to meet war 

transport demands and to get back into the 

swing of a very busy peace. Both mean EXTRA 

work for the Railways. 

These don't include the big routine Railway job 

that goes on all the, time ... has gone on, in 

fact, ever since the first rails were laid ... of 

feeding South Africa and of carrying goods to 

and from the ports and factories. 

Every facility the Railways possess is devoted 

primarily to these ESSENTIAL tasks. The 

carrying of unnecessary passengers must 

take a subordinate place in immediate 

planning. 

UNESSENTIAL TRAVEL MAKES THE JOBS MORE DIFFICULT 

South African Railways 

iii. 

* Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central New■ Aaenc:,, 
~ Ltd., Johannesburg~ Printed by Magazine Prr-1& (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, Johannesbur1t 
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Confident 
when 

Buying and Selling 
This, very grateful tribute to the quality of the 

service provided by Harmer's Bond Str,eet Stamp 
Auctions is but one of the many hundreds of 
compliments that we receive each season. 

The success of Harmer's Bond Street Stamp 
Auctions is, the· fruit of more than 50 years' con­
sistent effort to provide a perfect service and 
complete .satisfaction for Vendor and for Buyer. 

Every feature of every sale· at Harmer's of 
Bond Street is handled by experts-men whose wide 
experience' enables them to reveal those little extra 
points, of a .stamp that enable the distant Buyer to 
bid confidently and in complete security, and ,ensure 
for the Vendor a fair price for his stamps. 

That is why almost all the great collections are placed 
with Harmer's of Bond Street for dispersal-why more than 
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United 
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond 
Street Stamp Auctions-why Harmer's have a larger turn­
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer. 

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of 
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues. 
Our brochure "Selling Stamps at Auction" also 1s free to 
prospective Vendors. 

H. R. HARMER 
The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS. 
3!:l-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1, 

ENGLAND. 
Cables: "HARMER'S BOND STREET' LONDON." 
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lTNTON NOTES 
The 2d. value in the nale shade has recently 

heen overprintPd "official-offisieel" with the 
overprint verticall.Y upwards. The 3d. value 
of tlie Postage Due stamps has now been 
issued in miniature form. vVe are indebted 
to the Robertson Stamp Company (Pty.), 
J,trl., for this information. 

SWAZILAND 
\1/,e have now rect>ivecl a speeimen of the 

Swaziland Air Mail letter card from Mr. 
.J. F. Fick, of Bremersdorp. Apparent!~· the 
overprint is on the English stamps only .. 

AUSTRALIA 
A new 2d. stamp has heen issued for Aus­

trnlia. 'The colour is rf'ddish'-pnrple. It con­
tains n portrait of the King, and at tlw side 
is a hlnP-gum or e-neal_vptns trf'e. The mar~ 
ginal imprint rends "Printed b~· anthorit~· of 
the Commonwealth of Australia." 

EGYPTIAN INTERPOSTAL SEALS 
In the latest number of the Philatelic Jour­

nal of Great Bri,tain, Dr. William Byam, 
Chairman of the Egypt Study Circle, has a 
critical article on the various views that have 
been put forward as to the status of these 
"curiously plain and plainly curious labels." · 
His conclusions are: 

(a) That they had no power to defray 
postal charges and are not postage stamps. 

(b) That they were primarily intended to 
denote the office of despatch of all mail 
transmitted in bulk between one post office 
t:iJd another, being postmarked to record the 
l\\~.te of departure. . 

(c) That they were also employed as seals, 
wafers and in other ways, included among 
which are as transit markings and to fasten 
postal documents to notice boards. 

These conclusions deal with status; his 
final one may be said to be one of opinion 
or individual fancy. It is: 

( d) They are eminently colle.ctable and 
worthy of study. 

MICROFILM OR AIRGRAPH MAIL. 

Mr. Norman Hill, who has written in our 
columns on African Air Mail Etiquettes, ha5 
a valuable article in the September issue of 
the American Philat.elist giving an account 
of the start and development of this type 
of mail with a chronological table of main 
ev,ents from April, 1941, to November, 1943. 

This service was started for the benefit of 
British forces in the Middle East, the first 
message being sent by. Gen. Wavell to the 
late Sir 

1
J ohn Dill on 17.4.41. It arrived in 

England with 40-50 thousand others on 
13.5.41. Since then the service has spread to 
almost all parts of the British Empire, for 
both troops and civilians. The U.S.A. took it 
up in June, 1942, as "V-mail" for the bene­
fit of their forces in Britain. 

LIBYAN OCCUPATION OVERPRINTS 

M ekeel's Weekly reports that there have 
recently come to light· two groups of over­
prints, British and French, on .Libyan stamps 
of the 1924 issue, made, after the 1943 occupa­
tion. The French one we have heard of be­
fore, not the British, but we think caution 
should be exercised before either are aPcepted 
as officially authorised. 

·There are said to be 4 of the British group, 
ld ... 2d., 4d. and 6d. on le, 2c, 5c and 10c 
respectively, the wording being "British Occu­
pation-One Penny," ete. 

The French group are said to be 4 of values 
5 fr .. on 50c, 60 fr. on 'if5e, 20 fr. on 1.75 fr. 
qncl 35c on 1 fr., tlw wording being "Fezzan 
Occupation Francaise." There are also three 
others, one reading "R.F. 1 fr. Fezzan" on 
25c, and two of similar 'wording on stamps of 
Italy, a 0.50 on 50c postage and a 0.50 on 50c 
air mail. 

ADEN 
A new value of 14 annas hns recentlv been 

issued for this territorv. 'l'he Robertson 
Stamp Co. (Pty.), Ltd., lias given us this in­
formation. 
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BRAZIL 
Three new commemoratives have n icently 

been issued by Brazil. - The first is to com­
memorate the centenarv of the Rio Grande 
City Chamber of Commerce. The second com­
memorates the d eath of the Brazilian states­
man, .Martins Francisco Ribeiro de Ardrada. 
The third commemorates the invention by 
Batholomcu de Gusmao of the a,~rostat. This 
is an air-post stamp. We are indebted to Dr. 
)fario de Sanctis of Sao Paulo, Brazil, for 
this information. 

PHILATELIC ACCESSORIES 
We. are informed by · Mr. J. Robertson of 

The Robertson Stamp Company (Pty.), Ltd., 
that applications for permits for the importa­
tion of certain philatelic accessories from 
Great Britain, the British Commonwealth and 
United States of America, will now be fav­
ourably considered. The accessories allowed 
include Stamp Albums, Stock Books, Dupli­
cate Books, Titles of Countries, P erforation 
Gauges, Blank Sheets , Hinges, Watermark 
Detectors and Used Stamps. Whilst there 
was no difficulty previously in importing used 
stamps from Great Britain, there was diffi­
culty in respect of Ca nada and U.S.A. Mr. 
Robertson warns intending importers _that al­
though they may be granted permits they 
may find great difficulty in obtaining albums, 
stock books, duplicate books or titles of coun­
tries, particularly from Great Britain. Ap­
plications for a permit must be made in tripli~ 
cate to the Controller of Paper, c / o Govern­
ment Printer, Pretoria, and each application 
must have a 2s. 6d. Revenue Stamp. Permits 
are available until the end of March, 1946 

TH~j BEST WAY TO COLLECT 
As it appears from the Society N ews in 

last month, a discussion took place at the 
January meeting of the Jewish Guild Phila­
telic Section as to the best way to collect 
stamps. The hobby of philately is such that 
it is almost impossible to come to ·a definite 
conclusion as to which is the best way. It is 
so much a matter -for individual taste, and 
there are so many ways of collecting. The 
general collector who collects anything and 
everything may say that his is the best way, 
and there is little doubt that the first col~ 
lectors of stamps adopted this method. It is 
a very good method, too, if one has a long 
purse. Then there is the collector who col­
l~cts nothing else but covers. If he is a 
general collector of covers he not only needs 
a long purse but also several rooms to store his 
collection. At the other '8nd of the scale is 
the collector who collects one country only 
and will look with scorn one anything else. 
One cannot say that he is wrong to collect in 
this way, although perhaps collectors with 
more liberal views will look upon him with 
pity on the ground that he is missing a great 
d eal of interest. 'The truth is tl1at everybody 
should collect as he likes, and if he collects in 
the manner that hest appeals to him that is 
the best way of collecting as far as he is con­
cerned. That is why philately is the hobby 
for kings, lords and commons, poets and pea­
sants and everybody else besides. 

SOUTH AFRICAN PRECANCELS 
Mr. J. Robertson has drawn our attenti<n1 

to the occurrence of precancelling on certa h.. 
South African stamps, although they are nut 
strictly speaking postage stamps, but Railway 
P.arcel Stamps of the _ Central South Africar: 
Railways, as the railway system of the Orange 
River Colony and Transvaal was called in the 
period 1902-10. 

An illustration of one of these stamps on 
part of a label is here shown. 

It is clear that the stamps were not can­
celled after being stuck on the labels as the 
marks (in deep, purple ink) stop short every­
where at the stamp margins. They look. 
however, as if they had been cancelled by 
the sheet, not individually. These stamps 
show another fe ature which appears to be un­
usual in their usage. 'l'he general custom was 
(and still is with regard to r a ihrny parcel 
stamps) to put the stamps, which constituted 
a receipt for payment of the parcel's freight, 
on the parcel's waybill. The stamps were not 
handled by either the sender or the recipient 
of the parcel. · 

In this instance, however, some different 
usage seems to have been in operation. The 
three specimens seen are on parts of linen 
labels marked "On His Majesty's Service," 
and one has part of a printed word "tmaster," 
then in manuscript, a station's name and 
"Per Passenger Train." It suggests a sending 
to a Postmaster, and further light on this pos­
sible use of railway parcel stamps as postage 
stamps is desirable. 

WANTED TO BUY 

Fine Used stamps, particularly medium and 
high values, of all African Colonies. Large 

quantities taken if price is right. 

I. OFFER FAGE PLUS 10% 

for fine u sed stamps of Basutoland, Bechuana-
1,and, Gambia, Nyasaland, Swaziland, etc. Offers 
wanted from all parts of the Empire, particu-

larly the smaller colonies. 

Please write by Airmail. Refei·ences appreciated. \ I 

HARRY ALLEN 
(Member Philatelic Traders Society, London) 

WlHOLESALE ST A)MP IMPORTER 

2-3 Shaftesbury Waye, Hayes, Middx., Eng land. 

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS 

b 
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i NEW AND RECENT 
ARRIVALS 

14. Gambia 1938/44. M. to 10/-

10. St. Kitts 1938/44. ~d. to 5/-

15. Falklands 1938/44. M. to 

15. Sudan lm. to 20 pias .. .. 
13. Jamaica M. to 10 /- .. 
9. A.M.G.O.T. 15c. to l0L. 

25. Muscat (Ali Baba) cpl. 

Nett, c.t.v.o. Post Free. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 

£1 

45/0 

17/6 

70/0 

22/6 

35/0 

10/6 . 

32/6 

MONTHLY 
PHILATELIC 

BULLETIN 
Each month The Windsor Stamp Co. pub­

lish THE WINDSOR MONTHLY PHILA· 
TELIC BULLETIN, an attractive 12 page 
illustrated list. 

Contents include many offers of interesting 
stamps, including sections for Empire and 
Foreign; New Issues; Stamps for Investment; 
High values ; Specimens ; Accessories ; Special 
offers and a Monthly Outstanding Bargain. 

No, we are not telling you any more as we 
wish you to obtain and judge the M.P.B. for 
yourself, and, of course, as a subscriber have 
the exclusive offers each montll of stamps in 
short supply at reasonable prices. 

Subscription 2s. 6d. for one year's supply of 
12 issues, which please remit by British Postal 
Order. Specimen copy 3d. 

THE Wl1NDSOR STAMP COMPANY 
UCKFiLD SUSSEX ENGLAND 

m ............ ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .. ,,,,,,,,,,, ..... ,,,,, .. , •• m 111111111111111111111111111 IJI I I I I 'I llllllllllllllllllllllfllllll 

WEEKLY STAMP 
AUCTION ·SALES 
CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 

Postal bids accepted 

EVERY 
THURSDAY 

12.45 - 2 p.m. 

• 
Lots of stamps always on hand · for sale by private treaty 

JAMES M,I LDENHALL & COMPANY 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

Corner RISSI K & MARSHALL STREETS (Opp. Escom House) 

JOHANNESBURG 
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TH~~ PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF 

SOUTHERN AFRICA 

At its last meeting, which was held in 
,January, the Permanent Executive Committee 
had a long discussion on the future of the 
South African Philatelist. The Honorary 
Business Manager reported that because of in­
er,e,ased costs of printing and of production 
generally a considerable increas,e in revenue 
would be necessary if this magazine were to 
continue to exist. 

Various methods of raising this increase of 
revenue were discussed. lt was eventually 
decided that the bulk of the increase would 
have to he obtained either by increasing the 
price of the magazine or by appealing to the 
Constituent Societies of the Federation and to 
individual philatelists for subsidies or dona­
tions. It was agreed that the views of the 
Constituent Societies be obtained on these 
alternate1 methods. 

The Executive also discussed the qne:-.tion 
of holding the next Congress, and it was 
agreed that it would consider invitations from 
Constituent Societies to hold Congress at the 
earliest opportunity. 

The qu,estion of publication of Philat-elic 
handbooks by the Federation was discussed. 
'£he Executive are agreed that it is very de­
sirable that the Federation do publish such 
books, but that because of the difficulties of 
paper and printing during war time such pub­
lication would have to be postponed until after 
the end of the war. 

In the meantime the Executive hopes that 
Constituent Societi,es and their\- members will 

, send in full details of any information at their 
' disposal regarding new Southern African 

stamp issues to the Philatelist, and also any 
· new information about past iRsues. Such in­

formation will not only be of interest to all 
philatelists but it will also be supporting this 
magazine. 

Constituent Soeieties are invited to send in 
proposals for the Roll of Honour to be placed 
bv the Executiv,e1 before the next Congress, 
and thev are also invited to send in details of 
any matterR they would like discusRed by the 
Congress. 

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

E. BLUM 
P.O. BOX 1669 CAPE TOWN 

recommends his services to Dealers and Collector■ 

alike for Selling and Buying · stamps from all 

countries. Price List now ready and can be sent 

to applicants free on demand. Collections and 

Accumulations bought for spot cash, Hi1rhest 

prices paid, Established In South Africa since 

1930. First class references. 

"Covers the World" 

WHIT1FIELD- KING 1945 Catalogue 
Post free 15/-

• RUSSIA 
1944 Stratosphere Heroes (3) ... 

tl944 Militant Friendship (2) ... 
t 1944 Turgenev Anniversary (2) 

or the three Sets ... For 

• BRITISH !EMPIRE 
BECHUANALAND 

6 9 
3 6 
1 3 

10 6 

S.G. 53 broken P £7 0. 0 
Regent No. 89... 10 0 

BR. SOMALILAND 1938 £8 0 0 
tGREAT BRITAIN P.U.C."£1 . .. £2 0 0 
JUBILEE compl. £35 0 0 

tNATAL S.G. 171 vertical pair. 
pmk 17 July, 1911 ... £25 0 0 

SOUTH WEST AFRICA 
S.G. 2 "Afrika" over 

"South-West" block ... £40 0 0 
S.G. 1 ditto pair ... £15 0 0 
S.G. 31 ,, ,, ... £100 0 0 
S.G. 2 double o/p £12 0 0 
S.G. 14 vertical £40 0 O 
S.G. 15 horizontal £17 10 0 
S.G. 15 vertical £15 0 0 
S.G. 86-87 18 9 
S.G. 0.1-4 £15 O O 

SOUTH AFRICA 
2? Oct.' 18 J?O~~ card "Make Your 
Sixpence Ji ly . . . £4 10 0 

t Blue Wing on Red Cross £4 IO 0 
t Black Wing £6 0 0 

1925 Air mint set £2 0 0 
used set £2 5 0 
cover set £2 IO 0 
original souvenir card £40 0 0 

Postage Extra. 
tindicates used, otherwise mint. 

Offers subject to being unsold and subject to 
price changes. E. & O.E. 

WE WANT TO BUY-
OLD AND MODERN COLLECTIONS, 
SINGLE RARITIES AND ERRORS, 
DUPLICATES & OFFICE MIXTURES. 

Prompt Cash on acceptance of Offer. 
WE ALSO WELCOME GOOD 

EXCHANGES 

E. M. LACY . 
Bankers: Telegrams: Globephil. 

Barclays. 'Jelephone: 2-4657. 

( Globe Postage Stamp Company) 
117 Longmarket Street, Capetown. 
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UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 
THE TWO DIES OF THE ld. PICTORIAL 

By S. C. W. vY .AREHAM 

For the sake of brevity, I will, with Mr. 
Sydow's permission, describe Die "A" as fol­
lows: First-poor definition in the lines mak­
ing up the sky. Second-distinct while radial 
lines illustrating the sun's rays. Each of these 
conditions I will call A. Die "B", First-firm, 
well defined lines forming the sky. Second­
horizontal lines, regularly thinned and thick­
ened, to denote the sun's rays; with a com~ 
plete absence of the white radial lines. Eac!l 
of these conditions I shall call B. 

There are intermediate types; namely, a 
sky typical of B, and with the relatively heavy 
horizontal lines just above the sun (also typi­
cal of B) but with distinct traces of the white 
radial lines; the degree of distinctness varies 
somewhat, but they are always clearly visible. 
This condition of the sun's rays,. being neither 
A nor B, I will call C. 

The following check list will illustrate the 
combinations in items of my collection of the 
foregoing, as for example: If a stamp has 
the two conditions typical of Die "A", it will 
be described as A.A. If it has the two charac­
teristics of Die "B", it will b~ described as 
B.B. If a sky typical of B but sun's rays as 
in A, it will be called B.A. If a firm sky but 
a condition above the sun of neither A. nor B., 
it will be called B.C. 

I have endeavoured to incorporate in other 
columns an indication of how the items 
named show that there were at least three 
different head plates and three different 
frame plates in these printings; this evidence 
is not conclusive, but serves to illustrate the 
logical conclusiorl. born of an examination of 
points of difference in the Jubilee Lines of 
the different items. 

In c.onclusion, I may say that it is rather 
difficult in some cases to decide whether a 
sky: is "A" or a lightly printed "B"; if the 
latter, then some of the later printings instead 
of being A.A. might easily be B.A. 

However, if the matter is important enough 
to in.terest anyone, a more detailed descrip­
tion of these various items may be had upon 
request. 

+ 
U.S.A. REVENUE STAMPS 

In the December issue of the A meriican 
Philateli3t is an account: of an auction sale at 
which all the lots sold were U.S.A. Revenue 
stamps. There were 453 lots, and the total 
price realised was over 45,700 dollars. There 
are numerous kinds of revenue stamps in the 
United States and the U.S.A. philatelic peri­
odicals contain numerous advertisements of­
fering different kinds to collectors as well as 
numerous articles on them. It seems, there­
fore, as if there are numero,1s collectors of 
these stamps in. the U.S.A. There is, in fact, 
in the same issue of the American Philatelist 
an article by Elbert S. Amsler advising the 
collecting of revenues as a new fiel.d. 

+ 
SOUTH WEST AFRICA 

Gibbons' Stamp Monthly of January, 1945, 
contains an interesting article by Harold G. 
D. Gisburn on South West Africa and its 
stamps.· 

Join 
THE INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE CLUB 

and build your collection cheaply with the help of over­
seas members. Membership costs only 4/6 per' year, or 
three years 12/ _ and competitions offer free extensions. 
(Used stamps on or off cover accepted for fees by 

arrangement). 

Full particulars from: 

S. G. Walton, 252 St. John's Road, Canley Vale, 
N.S.W., Australia. 

*CHECK LIST (Upright watermark unless otherwise stated) 
DIE C'H-\R-\CTERTt'.iTICS CORNERS 

Margins Perforated Combined Plate 
lnuivid ual 1:'late 

Nos. 
Printing. Item. N.W. N.E. S.W. S.E. Through. No. Int. Ext. 

London Pl. I Four-sheet corner bltlk?ks HA* AA AA AA Top and right No nicks 1 
Lornlon Pl. I Ditto (inv. wmk.) AA AA AA AA Top and right No nicks 1 
Pretoria Pl. I Ditto BC 13C 1w irn Top, left and bottom No nicks- 1 
Pretoria Pl. I Ditto BC BC BC BB Top (partly) left and No nicks 1 

1 
] 

1 
1 

bottom 
Pretoria Pl. I Ditto BC BC BU 1rn Top and left No nicks 1 
Pretoria Pl. II Ditto AA AA AA AA Top and left Two nicks 2 
Pretoria Pl. . II Ditto (iuv. wmk) AA AA AA AA Top and left Two nicks 2 
Pretoria PI. III Ditto AA AA AA AA Top and left Three nicks 3 
Pretoria PI. HI Ditto (iuv. wmk.) AA AA AA AA Top and left Three nicks 3 
Pretoria Cl. JII Corner piece (18 stamps) BC Top and left -- 3 
Pretoria Pl. 111 Arrow block (8 stamps) BC -- -- 3 
Lomlon Booklet pane AA -- -- -

1 
2 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 

? Proof, red centre-hlack frame AA -- -- -
? Proof, green centre-red frame AA -- -- -
? Proof, green centre-orange BB -- -- -

franw 

* A peculiar combination, occurring as it doei'l in this London print. 
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The first ~d. denominated booklet stamps 
printed by the rotogravure or rotary photo­
gravure process at the Government Printing 
Works at Pretorta, were issued originally dur­
ing August, 1930, in panes of six units (2 x 3) 
each and bound in booklet form together with 
similar 6-s-et panes of the ld. denomination. 
Each booklet c-ontainecl four 6-set panes of the 
ld. and two 6-set panes of the ½d. denomina­
tions and was sold -for 2s. 6d. 

These stamps were bicoloured and were 
printed from t\to copper cylinders, on€ for the 
frame designs and the other for the vignette 
designs. Each cylinder comprised 180 images 
in intaglio on its periphery in 20 horizontal 
rows of nine lrnits each. 

Kos. 
Xos. 

Row 
2 

3 
'.1 

5 
6 

7 
8 

9 
10 

2 
2 

El 
A2 

El 
A2 

El 
.\." 

El 
A2 

El 
A2 

3 
:3 

Al 
E2 

Al 
E2 

Al 
J<J2 

A 1 
E2 

Al 
E2 

4 
4 

El 
A2 

El 
A2 

El 
A2 

El 
A2 

El 
A2 

5 
8 

(';V 
rn 
ZY 
rn 
iv rn. 

iv 
m 
(';V 
lC>l 

6 

-
(';C>{ 

lV 

6C>i 
lV 

6C>i 
lY 

(';~I 
lY 

ia 
lV 

7 
9 

(';V 
rn 
(';V 
rn 
(';V 
rn 
z,y 
m 
(';Y 
rn 

From panes of six units each which I ob­
tained from booklets, and vertical strips of 60 
units (20 x 3) which I bought over the post­
office counter, I reconstructed a 180-set sheet 
of these stamps. 'This reconstructed sheet 
represents a combined printing from: -

1. One complete revolution of the booklet 
frame cylinder. 

2. One complete revolution of the booklet 
vignette cylinder. 

The following plan represents the positions 
of the Afrikaans inscribed stamps designated 
Al and A2., and of the English inscribed 
stamps designated El and E2 on the said re­
constructed sheet lodged in my "Cnion collec­
tion: -

!) 

9 
Al 
E2 

Al 
E2 

Al 
E2 

Al 
E2 

10 
10 

l<Jl 
A2 

El 
A2 

El 
A2 

El 
A2 

11 
11 

Al 
E2 

Al 
E2 
--

Al 
E2 

Al 
E2 

----------
Al El Al 
E2 A2 E2 

12 

o;:; 
61 

81 
LI 

91 
<11 

n 
81 

61 
1[ 

-----------
11 
12 

1:3 
1-! 

,, 15 
16 

17 
,, 18 

19 
20 

El 
_.\.2 

El 
A2 

El 
A2 

El 
A2 

El 
A2 

AJ 
E2 

Al 
E2 

Al 
E2 

Al 
E2 

Al 
E2 

El (';V 6:tl 
A2 rn lY 

El iv 6C>i 
A2 rn. lY 

El (';V za 
A2 rn: lY 

El zv za 
A2 rn lY 

El zv 6:tl 
A2 t,>{ TV 

In the foregoing plan the Yertical and 
horizontal lines enclosing the letters and 
numbers represent the guillotining of the 
180-set sheet into thirty 6-set (2 x 3) booklet 
panes. The vertical rows· of dots represent 
the stitch holes anent their binding. 

From the foregoing plan it will be dis­
cerned that the periphery of the c:dinder from 
,Yhich the frames were printed contained 
twen_ty tete-beche pairs of images. Likewise 
the cylinder from which the vignettes ,rnre 
printed contained twenty tete-bcche pairs of 
images, i.e., of the "Springbok Heads." 

The frame diapositive plate ,Yhich was pre­
pared and utilised originally for printing the 
carbon tissue sheets for the first ½cl. denomi­
nated rotogravure coil stamps again was 
brought into use in connection with the manu­
facture of the first ½d. denominated rotogra­
Yure booklet stamps. 'l'his frame diapositive 

(';V 
rn 
zv 
rn 
iY 
rn 
(';V 
rn 
zv 
rn 

Al El Al 
1 E2 A2 E2 

01 
6 

Al E1 Al 8 
E2 A2 E2 !.. ~--------
Al El Al 9 
E2 A2 E2 g 

: Al El A1 I f, 

1: 

E2 A2 E2 ! 
I 

Al }Jl Al i 1: E2 A2 E2 

8 

z 
I "A\Ol{ 

plate contained 240 images in 20 horizontal 
rows of 12 units each, made up of 60 sub­
types Al, 60 sub-types El, 60 sub-types .E2, 
and 60 sub-t-;'pes A2, in alternate positions 
throughout. For description and illustrations 
of the Afrikaans and English inscribed sub­
type. stamps, s'ee page 75 of the "South Afri­
can Philatelist" for July, 1944. The said 
240-set diapositive glate w~s printed in con-; 
tact with a sensitised sheet of carbon tissuel 
on which a screen had been printed previous)~~, • 
and imparted to it 240 images. From this 
printed carbon tissue she-et ,Yhich thus held 
240 frame images there were cut in vertical 
format three strips each of which held 60 
(20 x 3) frame images. 

For purposes of description these s,trips 
are designated as sub-carbon tissue sheets 
"A" "B" and "G" respectivelv Firstly 
the' printed sub-carb~n tissue she~t· "A" wa~ 
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squeegeed on to the frame copper cylinder 
with its 60 "A" images in upright positions. 
Secondly, the printed sub-carbon tissue sheet 
"B" was squeegeed on the frame copper 
cylindei· on an area adjacent to . the area 

1roccnpied. by the said "A" images, but with 
'its 60 "B" images in upside-down positions 
and horizontally tetes-beches to the "A" 
images. Finally, the sub-carbon tissue sheet 
"C" 1 was squeegeed on to the frame cylind,er 
with its 60 "C" images in upright positions. 
The frame cylinder was then etched and thus 
contained 180 images in 20 horizontal rows 
of nine units each, made up of 40 sub-types 
Al, 50 sub-types El, 40 sub-types E2, and 50 
sub-types A2, including 20 tete-heche pairs 
of images made up of A2 and El sub-types 
only. 

From the reconstructed 180-set sheet in my 
collection it "'as observ,ed that the frames of 
all stamps Nos. 2, 3 and 4 of horizontal rows 
Nos. 1 to· 20 derived from sub-carbon tissue 
sheet "A" images, and that all such stamps 
had their watermarks in upright positions. 
Also, it was observed that the frames of all 
stamps Nos. 6, 7 and 8 (tetes-beches to Nos. 
2, 3 and 4) of horizontal rows Nos. 1 to 20 

• 2 3 4 5 
2 3 4 8 

Row 5 1\1 El Al El zv 
Row 6 M A2 E2 A2 rnr 

Some years after I had completed the re­
construction of the 180-set sheet of booklet 
stamps referred to in this monograph, I ac­
quired a horizontal strip of five stamps of 
the -Jcl. denomination. This strip emanated 
from a 180-set sheet of stamps prepared for 
booklets but not used for such. I plated these 
as follows : -

Nus. 1 2 8 4 5 
Nos. 2 8 4 8 l 
Row 5 El Al El iW za 

Nos. 2, 3 and 4 of the afore-mentioned 
strip are in normal positions and have their 
watermarks in normal positions. Nos. 7 and 
8 are unside-down and tete-beche to Nos. ~, 
3 and 4, and when viewed normally, have 
their watermarks in inverted positions. 

··f11e vignette diapositive plate which ,va1, 
prepared and used originally .for printing 
the carbon tissue sheets for the first ½d. de­
nominated rotogravure coil stamps was brought 
into use again anent the first ½d. denominated 
booklet ,stamps. This' vignette diapositive 
plate contained 240 images in 20 horizontal 
rows of 12 units each, and ,vas printed in con­
tact \\'ith a sensitised sheet of carbon tissue 
on which a screen pr,eviously had been printed. 
From this printed carbon tissue sheet which 
1. bus held 240 vignette images there ,vere cut 
in vertical format three strips each of which 
'held 60 (20 x 3) vignette images. Again, for 
purposes of description these are designated 
as sub-carbon tissue sheets "D," "E" and 
"F," respectively. Initially, the printed sub­
carbon tissue sheet "D" was squeegeed 011 to 
the vignette copper cylinder with its 60 '.CD" 
images in upright positions. Secondly, the 
printed sub-carbon tissue sheet ".11~" was 
squeegeed on to the vignette copper cylinder 

6 

Z3. 
ur 

derived from sub-carbon tissue sheet "B" 
images, and that when viewed normally all 
such stamps had their watermarks in inverted 
positions. Lastly, it ,vas observed that the 
frames of all stamps Nos. 9, 10 and 11 of 
horizontal rows Nos. 1 to 20 derived from sub­
carbon tissue sheet "C" images, and that all 
such stamps had their watermarks ip. upright 
positions. Strips of the original 240-set car­
bon tissue sheet which held the frame images 
of vertical rows Nos. 1, 5 and 12 were de­
stroyed. From the reconstructed sheet plan 
afor,e it will be remarked that vertical rows 
Nos. 6, 7 and 8 of the 60-set sub-oarbon tissue 
sheet "B" 1Yere entered upside-down, and the 
"B" images tetes-beches to the "A" imag(~s, 
in the area on the copper cylinder which nor­
mally should have retained the images of 
vertical rmrn Nos. 5, 6. and 7 if the 240-set 
carbon tissue sheet had been entered "in toto." 
This procedure of cutting-up printed carbon 
tissue sheets before squeegeeing and etching 
was adopted for the purpose of leaving blank 
spaces on the frame cylinder so that corre­
sponding. blank vertical binding margins were 
obtained on the printed 180-set sheets; for 
example, in the following plan, the letter 
"M" signifies "binding margin" : -

7 8 9 10 11 12 
9 9 10 11 

oV }\I M Al El Al 
rnr J,\[ M E2 A2 E2 

on an area adjacent to the area occupied by 
the "D" imag,es btit ,vith its 60 "E" images 
in upside-down positions and horizontally 
tets-beches to the "D" images. Thirdly, the 
sub-carbon tissue sheet "F" ,vas squeegeed on 
to the vignette copp,er cylinder with its 60 
"F" images in upright positions. The vig­
nette cylinder was then etched and thus con­
tained 180 images in 20 horizontal rmrs of 
nine units each, as follo,vs: -

Sub-carb. Sub-carb. Sub-earb. 
tissue tissue tissue 

sheet" D" sheet" E" sheet" F" 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t· 
Nos. l ... 2 8 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Nos. 2 3 4 8 l 9 9 10 11 
Rowl ... V V V A A A V V V 
Row2 ... V V V A A A V V V 

etc. etc. etc. 

"Then all the vignett,e images had been en­
tered on the vignette cylinder it was dis­
covered by the printers that the 60 inverted 
"E" images which derived from sub-carbon 
tissue sheet "E" had been entered approxi­
matel.v 2}mm. ont of horizontal alignment, 
and therefore out of register ,vith their cor­
r,elative frame images on the frame copper 
cylinder. Subsequently all the' inverted "E" 
images. were removed from the periphery of 
the vignette cylinder by a grinding machine, 
,Yith the exception of a certain number of in­
·stances where the machine fa ilecl to grind off 
portions of the horns and ears of the "Spring­
bok H-eacl'' images. Thus, on a certain num­
ber of the vignettes on my 180-set rncon­
structed sheet portions of these FIRST J<]N-, 
TRIES are visible. 'rhe original vignette 
cliapositive plate, 240-s,et, again was printed 
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in contact ,dth a second sheet of carbon 
tissue. • From this second 240-set printed car­
bon tissue sheet was cut a strip in vertical 
format which contained 60 (20 x 3) vignette 
images, which is designated as sub-carbon 
tissue sheet "G," and which then was 
squeegeed and( etched on to the vignette cop­
per cylinder ,vith its 60 "G" images upsid€­
dmYn and horizontallv tetes-beches to the 
"D" images, and in the area occupied pre­
viously by the r,emoved "E" images, but 
21mm. higher in horizontal alignment and in 
register with their correlative frame images. 

'Thus on the printed vign€ttes, the :FIH.S'l' 
ENTRIES are repres,ented by portions of 
prints from the ungrounded portions intaglio 
of the in~ipient "E" images, and the l{~..,;­
ENTHIES by prints of the complete intaglio 
"G" images, on the vign€tte copper cylinder. 
It was obs,erved that all stamps which exhibit 
portions of the said FIRST ENTRIES and 
the complete RE-ENTRIES on their vignettes 
haYe their watermarks in inverted positions, 
and emanat,e from the upside-down vertical 
rows 6, 7 and 8 and tet€s-beches to vertical 
rmrn 2, 3 and 4. The following is a list of the 
positions of stamps whose vignettes show por­
tions of Fl HST ENTRIES from vertical rows 
Nos. 6, 7 and 8, when viewed normally: -
Row ~' Xo. ~ Portion of left horn and outline of left car. 

D ,, 6 l'ort.ion of left horn and strong outline of part 
left ear. 

6 6 Outline of left ear. 
(j 8 Outline of right ear. 
7 6 Portion of left horn and tiJJ of left ear. 
8 6 Portion of left horn and tip of left ear. 
8 ,, 8 Outline of part right ear. 

l 1 8 Portion of left horn. 
14 6 Portion of left horn and tip of left ear. 
15 ,, 6 Portion of left horn and outline of left ear. 
15 ,, 8 Port.ion of left horn. 
16 8 Ontline of right ear. 
17 6 Outline ofleft ear. 

Row 1 
Row 2 
Row 10 
Row 20 

2 
El 
A2 
El 
A2 

3 
Al 
E2 
Al 
E2 

4 
El 
A2 
El 
A2 

Compare the foregoing arrangement with 
derived from the ordinary 240-set sheets of 

Row 1 
Row 2 
Row 1!) 
Row 20 

1 2 3 
Al El Al 
E2 A2 E2 
Al El Al 
E2 A2 E2 

The reconstructed sheet shows, inter aha, 
the following characteristics : -

(A) Frame Diapositive 
5 I 8 Flaw left top comer. 

(B) Vignett.e Diapositive 
6fo6 Spot right of left horn. 

11 / 8 Spot top of right horn. 

(C) Frame Cylinder 
7 I 8 Diagonal stroke left end of top bar. 

14 / 6 Spot top right scroll. 
20 / 6 Spot adjoining left v€rtical bar. 

(D) Vignette Cylinder 
2/2 White spot on buck's body. 
2 / 7 Spot left of right horn. 
3 / 8 Black smudge top right corner. 
4 / 8 Spot left of left ear near top. 
7 I 8 Spot left of head. 

12 / 8 'l'iny spot between horns. 
13 / 8 Spot right of right ear. 
16 / 6 Tiny spot right of right ear. 
19 / 8 Spot right of right ear, near 

bottom. 

At the commencement of this monograph l 
mentioned that I bought vertical strips of the 
,½d. denominated booklet stamps over the 
post-office counter. Wh€n the postal rates 
were raised, 2d. denominated stamps were in.­
eluded in the 2 / 6 face booklets and ½d. de­
nominated stamps deleted. The unbound 
½d. stamps on hand were issued to Post 
Offices and sold over the counters in strips of 
60 (20 X 3). 

In addition to panes of 6-set ½d. stamps 
mounted in my collection as derived from 
booklets, I hav€ also mounted miniature 6-set 
corner sheets derived from strips of booklet 
stamps sold over the counter, as fol.lows: -

0 10 11 
Row 1 Al El Al 
Row 2 E2 A2 E2 
Row 19 .Al El Al 
Row 20 E2 A2 E2 

the following miniature 6-set corner sheets 
½d. ,denomination: -

Row 1 
Row 2 
Row 10 
Row 20 

10 
El 
A2 
El 
A2 

11 
Al 
E2 
Al 
E2 

12 
El 
A2 
El 
A2 
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Selections of choice Mint or Used _ 

AF'RICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
0n approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue, REFERENCES ESSENTIAL, 

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England 
I!J1111111111,111111111111111111111111111111111111uau .... •., .... ,,,1111u•1Hnu1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111@ 
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. REVIEWS AND NOTICES 

•• ~~~~~~~~~----·····-· 
The Commonwealth Spec1Jalists Catalogue, 

Eighth Edition, published by Orlo-Smith and 
Co., Howey House, 244 Collins Street, Mel­
bourne, Australia. Price 3s. 8d. (Posted) (in 
paper c;overs), Price fis. 10d. (posted) (stiff 
covers find interleaved). 

This is a catalogue for the. benefit of those 
collectors who are specialising in or are mak­
ing a study of the Commonwealth of Aus­
tralia stamps. Prices are given for the punc­
tured official ·stamps both mint and used, as 
well as for the ordinary stamps. All the varie­
ties of shades as well as the major varieties 
of flaws and retouches, etc., are given. Large 
size illustrations are given to show the differ­
ent dies. A special section of the catalogue is 
devoted to plate numbers and another one to 
controls and imprints. There are in all 72 
pages crammed full of information. This cata­
logue should prove indispensible to all collec­
t£rs who specialise in Australians. 

The Windsor Monthly Philatelic Bulletin, 
published by The Windsor Stamp Co., The 
Lantern House, U ckfield, Sussex, England. 
Subscription 2s. 6d. per annum. 

We have received the J anua.ry number of 
this interesting publication. It contains nu­
merous offers of stamps and sets, including 
recent issues. There is an article by L. N. & M. 
Williams, entitled "The Story of the U.P.U.," 
which gives an account of the origin of the 
Union Postale Universelle which regulates 
international postage. There ilre also some in­
teresting stamp notes contributed by R. W. 
Clements. Amongst these notes is the informa­
tion that the regulation, which operated in 
Great Britain prohibiting export of stamp,s 
valued at over £5 per· stamp, has been with-
drawn. -

Whitfield King and Co.'s Philatelic Bulletin, 
published by Whitfield King and Co., Ipswich, 

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 
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England. Price 2d. per copy or 2s. for 12 
numbers. 

This/ publication is published bi-monthly, 
and we have recently received the December, 
1944-J anuary, 1945 issue. It contains interest­
ing notes as well as news of recent issues of 
stamps, Emp.ire and Foreign. There are nu­
merous offers of single stamps and sets, as 
well as stamps on cover. The Bulletin also 
contains recent alterations to the current 
(1945), Whitfield King'.s Standard Catalogue 
of the Postage Stamps of the World, which 
was reviewed in our February issue. 

f 
.............................. , 

CORR1ESPONDENCE 1 
~- •• ■ •• - •• - •• - - -~ •• - •• - - - •• 

M. MINIATURE ST AMP 

A member of this Society reported at our 
last meeting that in the new issue of the 112d. 
Miniature with purple border, the tops and 
right hand corners of each stamp in the top 
row have been retouched. 

This is particularly conspicuous on the top 
of the second last stamp of the row. 

Yours, etc., 
R. G. LYON, 

Hon. Secretary, 
O.F.S. & Basutoland Philatelic Society. 

+ 

ROTOGRAVURE UNWATERMARKED 

Sir,-If Mr. Levy will refer to his "S.A. 
Philatelist" of March, 1939, he will find a 
letter from Mr. Gilbert drawing attention to 
a letter I wrote to him on this subject. It was 
shortly after the introduction of tI1e photo­
gravure process into South Africa that I 
made enquiries of a certain firm in London 
concerning the method of production. I was 
then shown the portfolio ref erred to in my 
letter. It was full of ink and colour trials, 
paper trials, etc., etc., and although I can­
not precisely remember, I have little doubt 
that some of the paper was unwatermarked. 

In absence of proof to the contrary it would 
be wise to assume that the stamps now in 
question were derived from this or a similar 
source. 

Yours, etc .. 
LANCELOT A. B. SHARPE. 

Surrey, England. 

( Continued overleaf) 
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COLLECTORS' WANTS AND OFFERS 
(!Twopence per word per insertion with minimum of 2/- per iris,ertion) 

Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used 
copies wanted. Particularly Edward 
and Georg.e. High prices willingly 
paid. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes­
burg. 

Tra:nsvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarities wanted by 

A. E. Basden, Killarney, Brickhill Road, 
Durban. 

Collections Wanted to Buy .-Old and 
Modern Collections, Single Rarities 
and Errors, Duplicates and Office 
Mixtures. 
Prompt cash on acceptance of offer: 

E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.), 
117 Longmarket Street, Cape Town. 

Wanted: Transvaal, Natal, Cape, O:F.S., 
Bechuanaland, Gambia, St. Helena, 
Egypt, France. Pick,ed copies, rari­
ties and varieti.es, also 9,000 items 
for world collection up to 1933 issues. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

For Service, promptness and satisfac­
tion. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 
Phone 54-1692. 

Mr. E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom, 
offers Blocks of South African Col­
onies and Union, also full range of 
Entires., 

All South African Stamps wanted, 
Wholesale quantities. 

S. Curtis & Co., Ashhurst, New 
.Zealand. 

Union Pictorials: ~d. to 10/- complete 
used vertical pairs 22/6d.; horizontal 
27/6d. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

( Continued from Correspondence, previous page). 

ITALIAN EAST AFRICA 

I have just seen a copy of the November 
issue of th~ "S.A. Philatelist" in which ap­
pears ment10n of "Unissued Airmail Stamps 
of Italian East Africa." 

The No. 7 issue of "The Ethiopia Star" 
(stated to be the first English newspaper 

published in Ethiopia) under date of Novem­
ber 30, 1941, has nine specimens of each of 
the Green and Red labels attached, and the 
following informatioii is given: Part of a 
block of stamps made by the Italians ready 
for issue in April, 1941. The British, how­
ever, were in Addis Ababa by April 6 and 

Wante.d: S.A. Military Postmarks in 
S.W.A. Stanley Gibbons 18a. and 
46a. Postag,e Due D.2.a.-D.8.B and 
C. 

F. Mattei, 24 Hoofd Street, Braamfon­
tein, Johannesburg. 

Current issues of British Colonials sup­
plied at 12~ per cent. above face value 
or cost. Also other stamps at very 
reasonable prices. Postage and insur­
ance extra. Full particulars from 

Arthur F. vVolton, "Roddfield," Hayle, 
Cornwall, England. 

Wanted: Rhodesia, Bechuanalari.d, or 
other stamps cancelled "Tati" or 
"Francistown." Full S.G. prices for 
approved specimens. 

Noel Roberts, Booysens, Johannesburg. 

Rhodesian Admirals wanted for speci­
alised co1lection, all 2/-, 2/6, 5/-, 7 /6, 
10/-· and £1 values wanted, mint or 
used, pairs, blocks, varieties. High 
prices paid. 

Thiele, 455 West Street, Durban. 

WANTED, Map Stamps. 
E. G. Powell, P.O. Box 44, East London. 

WANTED, "South African Philatelist,'' 
all issues, in exchange for other mag­
azines, philatelic and non-philatelic. 
Philatelic courtesies reciprocated with 
"Flags" stamps. 

The Philatelic Library, Box 1712 WLB, 
Los Angeles 36, California. 

the Italian Government was never able to 
issue their new series. They are not ordinary 
postage stamps, but each individual was to 
be allowed a "ration" of one stamp a week, 
which, when stuck on the letter with ordin­
ary postage stamps, gave the authority to 
have the letter sent to Italy by air. 

The stamps or labels were issued in sheets 
of 50 consecutively numbered, the inscription 
at the foot of the Red stamps is "Lettere in 
Partenza Dall A.O.I. Aprile 1941 XIX." 

The stamps or labels in my possession, both 
Red and Green, are rouletted between, the 
green is ungummed while the Red is gummetl. 

Any further information desired I shall ~ 
pleased to give, but it is evident the labels, 
interesting though they may be, have no value. 

Yours faithfully, 
A. J. BOLTON. 

Johannesburg. 
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I··········-----·····-··-----· I SOCIETY NEWS 
······-~---··-----·-··-·--~ 

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

f>re1:Jiclcnt, Lt.-Col. G. Lance Horne; Hon. Secretary, 
H. A. Wage1•, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd 
Mondays, 8 p. m., Technical College. 

February 5: Mr. F. C. Ferguson in the chair. This 
was the annual general meeting. All the officers re­
ported very satisfactory progress. The secretary stated 
that the number of members had increased to 150. The 
~x~~ange. Superintendent 1·eported a good year's ac­
t1v1,tres with a much larger turnover and a subshn­
t!al survlus. The treasurer's balance sheet showed c~n­
t1nue_d progress. The officers elected for 1945 were: 
President, Lt.-Col. G. Lance Horne; Vice-President, 
Mr. F. C. Ferguson; Secretary, Prof. H. A. Wager; 
Trea1mrer, Mr. N. L. Watson; Exchange Superintend­
ent, Mr. E. C. Wright; Librarian, Mr. H. N. B. 
Hawke; Curator of Society Collection, Dr. A. J. 
Broughton ; Curator of Forgery Collection, Mr. E. H. 
Gomm ; Auctioneer, Dr. A. J. Broughton and his as­
sistant, Mr. A. P. Ravenscroft. 

The · Society and Forgery Collections were tabled. 
February 19: Lt.-Col. Horne in the chair. Mr. Hawke 

read, an extract on the future of philately. 
Mr. Oppenheim gave a talk on Austria and its 

stamps. Starting with 1918 he gave a review of the 
events leading up to the dismemberment of the Em­
pire with the reduction of Austria to a comparatively 
small country. There were also a great many political 
changes. He vointed out that Austria had been a 
pioneer country in philately and the :r'1rst to inaugurate 
a Philatelic Exhibition. Perhaps there was no other. 
country that depicted its history in such detail on 
its stamps as Austria. Most of the stamps also showed 
superb workmanship, all of them being printed in. 
Vienna. 

Mr. Oppenheim showed his very fine collection of 
Austria including some rare items. 

+ H.A.W. 

THE. PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL. 

President, A. L. Bevis; Hon. Sec., G. Milner. 
Palmer, P.O. Box 588, Durban; Meetings, 1st and 
3rd \Vednesdays at London Assurance House, 319 
Smith Street (in the rooms of the Durban Camera 
Clnb, top floor). 7.30 n.m. 

Report of meeting held on February 7 : 
Mr. W. H. Wintle read his Notes of Philatelic In­

terest. These notes ar,e now proving of such interest 
to members who attend our meetings that it is sug­
gested for, the benefit of country members and others 
who cannot attend meetings that Mr. Winde's notes 
should be circulated with the Monthly Letter. It was 
duly resolved that this matter be considen,d by the 
committee at their next meeting. 

Mr. A. E. Basden, who staged the monthly com­
petition, gave a short talk explaining how easy it 
would be to answer the queations he had drafted, but 
most members felt after they had heard the questiomi 
that they could not agr-ee with Mr. Basden's views. 
Anyway everyone made a very good attempt and the 
competition was thoroughly enjoyEd, the winner, Mr. 
Hall Jones, was duly congratulated. 

Mr. A. S. Maskell displayed his collection of Hun­
gary, and also read a few notes on the country. Mr. 
Percy C. Bishop, in proposing a vote of thanks. 
pointed out! what a very nice lot of stamps Mr. Mas­
kell had got together, and how well they had been 

,arranged. 

+ 
G.M.P. 

PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

'President, G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec., M. C. Shef­
field, P.O. Box 88; Meetings, Room 8, City Hall 
Basement, at 7.45 11.m. 1st and 3rd Tuesday. 

There was a large attendance when the Society met 
on February 20. Keen interest was shown when the 
books of stamps from Stanley Gibbons were put up for 
sale. As there were more buyers th.an stamps, the 
usual plan of drawing for them was put into oper­
ation and iill were satisfied. 

The evening's display was in the capable hands of 
Capt. Routledge, who tabled 40 pages of British posses­
sions rising to £1, and four pages of Egyptians. One 
page of Cape 'rriangulars were well worth mention, and 
was keenly scrutinized and commented upon. There were 
also several vaes of Somaliland, now obsolete, which 
included half a sheet of the five anna value, and 
several blocks of 3 1'U1iees, and the rest were in pairs, 
all mint. The vages of E'gyvt were in blocks of four 
and a few single air mails. The display was very in­
teresting and fully merited the vote of thanks which 
was given. 

+ L.E.C. 

ORANGE FREE STATE AND BASUTOLAND 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, Mr. C. A. Larsen; Hon. Secretary, l\Ir. 
R .. G. Lyon, Box 702, Bloemfontein ; .Meetings, 3rd 
fridays each month, Oranje Koffiehuis, Bloemfontein, 
1.30 p.m. 

The usual monthly meeting of the society was held 
on the 17th December, 1944, at the Koffie Huis 

Mr. Larsen . presided and 12 members were ~resent. 
After the per1?d allowed for exchange and buying of 
members' du11hcates, the business of the evening was 
transacted. Thereafter an auction was held ; amongst 
those sold were a selection presented by Lieut. Horton 
on behalf of wa1· funds. 

The display of the evening was tabled by Lieut. 
Freedman. Although a recent recruit to philately his 
c:?llection of K!ng George VI was greatly adm'ired. 
From the quality of the collection and interest dis-
1r~~~~~- one may expect much from this collector in 

After a vote of thanks was proposed to Lieut. Freed­
man, the meeting closed. 

Two new members were enrolled. 
The usual monthly meeting was held on the 19th 

January at the Koffie Ruis. 
Mr. Lewis presided, eleven members being present. 
After the usual exchange and sale of stamps 

amongst members the usual business was transacted. 
One new member wa enrolled. 
On this occasion Mr. Lichtenstein exhibited his 

c?llection of Liec?,tenstein. The collouring, beauty of de­
sign and product10n of the later omissions was a feast 
to the eye and senses. 

The. bala1_1ce of th~ evening . was , taken in admiring 
and d1scussmg the fme collection. The meeting closed 
after a vote of thanks was proposed to Mr. Lichten­
stein for sponsoring a pleasant evening, petrol re­
strictions notwithstanding. 

+ 
THE JEWISH GUILD PHILATELIC SEC'l'ION 

Ghairm,an, Mr. E. C. Sprighton; Hon. Sec., Mr. I. 
Isaacs, 910 His Majesty's Buildings, Elof,f Street, Jo­
hannesburg 

At the meeting on 22nd February the exhibit was 
provided by Mr. W. Oppenheim. He exhibited a col­
lection of the stamps of the Dominican Republic. They 
included several commemoratives and airmails, and 
also some flown covers. The exhibit was one which 
was out of the ot'dinary, and Mr. Sprighton congratu­
lated Mr. Oppenheim on a most unusual exhibit 

During the evening Mr. Oppenheim read some ex­
tracts from recent philateU,c periodicals. Big prices 
were being paid in liberated Europe for Belgian and 
French commemorative issues. 

Some items of interest were shown. Mr. Sprighton 
showed a card he had reoently received from Switzer­
land with some of the new air mail stamps. It was 
obvious that one of the stamps originally on the card 
had been removed before the card reached him. 

Mr. Oppenheim showed a block of 8 of the new 2d. 
Australia stamps. It consisted of two blocks of 4 sep­
arated by guttering and the right hand block had the 
marginal inscription. The inscription read: "Printed by 
authority of the Commonwealth of Australia." Mr. Op­
penheim also had a first day cover, dated 20th Decem­
ber, 1944. 

The next meeting of the section will be held on 22nd 
March, when D1•. Kaplan will show an exhibit en­
titled "Stamps I like." All collectors are welcome. The 
meeting will be held at the Jewish Guild Memorial 
Hall on the first floor, and visitors may walk in and 
sign the visitors book. 

I.I. 
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EAST RAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, Lt. J. A. n. van Wyk; llon. Secretary­
'l'rcasm·er, E. N. Rigg, 103 Kcmston Avenue, Benoni; 
Meetings, 3rd Tuesdays, 8 p.m., Hotel Regent, 
Benoni. 

In the absence of Lt. van Wyk the chair was taken 
by Mrs. Wood, our Vice-1wesidant. 

The attendance was very good, and after the Notes 
of the Month had been given by Mr. Shepherd, several 
items of interest were passed round ; they included a 
pair of miniature ls. South West Africa with the over­
primt S.W.A. inverted, and a block of 2d. Geo. VI 
Malta with one stamp having a curl in the hair, and 
the 1944 New Zealand health stamps 

The surprise of the evening was provided by Mr. 1 
Gillmore who brought alon~ his Union of South Africa. 
Now this member is a dark horse as he says he has 
nothing worth showing. and from his collection ex­
hibited there is very little to complain of. Starting 
with the issue of 1910, '2!d. blue in several shades and 
in blocks of 4, the 1!!13-2,1 issue was up to the £1 
value in pairs and shades in mint and m,ed <'~nditio!1, 
with the ls. with inverted watermark, l!l22 Arr Mail, 
19:36 issue in p'airs, mint and used, 1937-28 issue 2d. 
to 10s., 19·29 Air Mail, 1930-38 i,;sue fd. to 2s. 6d. 
in mint and u,;ed, 1!!33-36 Voortrekker mint and uRed, 
Jubilee in blocks of 4, Coronation issue with variouR 
shades, etc., 1938 Voortrekker Centenary,. and Com-
memoration 1939 Huguenot Commemorat10n, Large 
War Issue' ½cl. to ls. in• pairs and blocks, 1933 issue 
!d. to 1 Os. in pairs and blocks,, Postage d_ues ½d. to 
ls. in pairs, strips and blocks. This collec~10n can be 
shown anywhere as everything is here which <'an be 

shTh~· competition arranged by Mr. Gutsche was very 
interesting and wa8 won by Mr. Sheph~1:d, 

The following is a co11y of the compehhon: 
1. Where and by whom was t.he so-called "wood-bloek" 

Cape issue printed? 
a. 
b. 

2. Which set of Union 8tamns was printed in the same 
town as the "wood-blocks", 

a. 
and which firm did the printing? 

b. 1 
:'I. Which values of the Union large war isime, e~f'luc -

ing 1/3, were inscribed bilingually? 

4. Name the countr~: the 8tamp,; of wh_ich depict the 
following scenes or subject8, giving fir8t the coun(;; 

try (1 mark each) and then the actual stamp ~ 
marks each) : 

b 
b. 

1. Bamboo Walk a. 
1. Bamboo Walk a. 
3. Confederation 

Charlottetown 1864 a. b. 
4. Rigiriya (Lion Rock) a b. 
Ii. Vouni Palace a. b. 
6. Electric Welding a. b. 
7 Sea Island Cotton a. b. . 

1 
. 

NYASALAND. What difference is there m t 1e n~-
5· scription of the George V and George VI sets of this 

Proctectorate, 
a. 

30 marks possible! 

+ 
EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

Presirlent, l\fr. A. \Vat~on: lion. Secretnru, l\tr. 
s. F. Fowler, P.O. Box 1G8, East London. Meetings, 
Colosseum Building, 2nd Fridays, 7.45 p.m. 

There was a good attendance at the February meet­
ing on the evening nf the 9th, 2·0 members and four 
visitors being present. 

Three new members were elected and various new 
issues and interesting items received during the past 
month were passed round for inspection. 

The displays for the evening were in the hands of 
Mr. \Vatson and Mr. Courlander, and the former laid 
down a very fine collection of Transvaal, ranging 
from the earliest to the last issues. Many large 
blocks were included and practically all the varieties 
of the later surcharges, both mint and used. Also to 
be noted was a very complete lot of the 1"are C.S.A.R. 
overprints. 

Mr Comlander followed with an exceptionally fine 
selection of the King George VI issues of Africa, 
nriociuallv mint and in~ blQc~kR 9f four, including the 

highest values. A wonderful lot, particularly considering 
the short space of time in which they have been 
gathered. 

Both members were thanked for then· exhibits, and 
the meeting coneluded with the usual auction. 

+ T.A.H. 

NYASALAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, Mr. C. Stevf'ns: Ilo;1. Secrf'faru, Mr. 
Anson: Meetings, 2nd Mondays, Tobacco Auction 
Rooms, Limbe, 5 p.m. 

Minutes of the Nyasaland Philatelic Society held at 
the Tobacco; Auction Floors on Monday, 8th January, 
1945. 

Present: Mesdames Wright, Milne and Lane, Messrs. 
Stevens (chairman), Anson, Bell, Farquhar, Milne, 
Booth, Juniors, Miss Bell, Masters Bell, Milward. Vis­
itor, Master Wilkinson. 

Minutes: Minutes of last meeting read and confirmed. 
Items of Interest: Mr. Fa1•quhar read out of "Stam:r;i 

Collecting" of the 11th November, l!l44, .the designs de­
cided upon for the new series of Pictorial Stamrn, for 
Nyasaland. 

Society's Collection: Mr. Booth, on behalf of Mr. Hul­
neck, presented a £10 stamp of Nyasaland S.G. No. 
/i2' in very fine condition for the Society's collection. 
Thi~ was vassed on to Mr. Stevens as Curator of the 
collection and was asked to convey to Mr. Hulneck 
the thanks of the Society for- his donation. 

Correspondence: A letter from ,Mr. Hall, of Aus­
tralia, inviting members to exchange stamps was tabled. 
Mrs. Wright agreed to enter into correspondence with 
Mr Hall, and the letter ,vas 1iassed to Mrs. Wright. 

Approval Books: Again 1•egret was e~11ressed at no 
amiroval book having been received from outside sources. 

Mr. Farquhar tabled Rome books and these were 
circulated. 

SOUTH AFRICA 1927/8 issue, horizontal and 

veijtical pair8 or singles E and A, good used 

copies. Can you o.ffer one, a dozen, or more, 

also K.G. V £1 fine used. S.G. 44b. 2d. blue 

and violet mint and used 11airs any number. 

British Africam; high values fine used, Air 

letter advice of ]larticulars and Jll'ice8. Cash or 

mint current sets of K.G. VI in J)ayment. 

Bankers, Barclays, Ca]le Town and London. 

W. SHACKLE, BROOMFIELD; PYRFORD, 

WOKING, SURREY. 

UNKNO\VN HISTORY. 
In the Philatelic Magazine of 29th Decem­

ber there is an amusing story by Harold G. D. 
Gisburn, entitled "Conjugal Commemoratives." 
The story is supposed to be told by the Presi­
dent of a philatelic society to explain the rea­
son for the much married life of King Henry 
VIII. It s~ems that it was all due to the 
passion of Bluff King Hal for commemora­
tives. The coronation of each new queen wa: 
an excuse for the issue of a new set of com­
memoratives, hence the King wished to change 
his queens as often as possible. Hampton 
Court was confiscated from Cardinal Wolsey 
in order to house the King's new collection. 
James Anthony Froude, the great historian 
who wrote on this period of English History, 
does not seem to have given this reason for 
King Henry's many wives, or for the fall of 
Wolsey. 
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FRESH FISH 
FOR DINNER 
-a thousand miles inland 
As the trawlers come in with their catches 
the fish is loaded into refrigerator cars and 
rushed inland, even up to our furthest 
borders. Also fruit, vegetables, meat and 
other perishable produce is brought in 
from farming districts by S.A.R. road or 
rail transport and distributed regularly, 
rapidly, reliably. War or no war, despite 
every conceivable difficulty, this essential 
service must never break down, because 
you depend on it for your daily food. Fast 
freight needs fast, powerful locomotives-

and many of them-because 

Ill 

I' 
I 

PERISHABLE PRODUCE HAS PRIORITY I 

- ccc--= Ir 

South African Railways 
wwe ., 9 ¥WM£ 

iii. 

-¼ Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central New■ Aaenc:,, 
~ Ltd., Johannesburg! Printed by Magazine Pr~u (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, Johannesbur&' 
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Special Exclusive Articles 
by 

LEADING BRITISH VVRITE·RS 
including 
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Confident 
when 

Buying and Selling 
This very grateful tribute to the quality of the 

service· provided by Harmer's Bond Street Stamp 
Auctions is but one of the many hundreds of 
compliments that we receive each season. 

The success of Harmer's Bond Street Stamp 
Auctions is, the· fruit of more than 50 years' con­
sistent effort to provide a perfect service and 
complete satisfaction for Vendor and for Buyer. 

Ev,ery feature of every sale· at Harmer's of 
Bond Street is handled by experts-men whose wide 
experienee· enables them to rev,eal those little extra 
points, of a stamp that enable the distant Buyer to 
bid confidently and in complete security, and ensure 
for the Vendor a fair price for his stamps. 

That is why almost all the great collections are placed 
with Harmer's of Bond Street for dispersal-why more than 
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United 
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond 
Street Stamp Auctions-why Harmer's have a larger turn­
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer. 

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of 
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues. 
Our brochure "8elling 8tamps at Auction" also is free to 
prospective Vendors. 

H. R. HARMER 
The World's Leading Stamp A uctionecr 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS. 
39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1, 

ENGLAND. 
Cables: "HARMER'S BOND STREET LONDON." 
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rNION, S.W.A. AND PROTECTORA'TES 

Recent Printings-
:Follmving on the information given in our 

January issue, here are notes supplied by the 
Post Office authorities in respect of printings 
of postage stamps, stationery, etc., carried 
out during the period 20th Jnly, 1944, to 14th 
February, 1945. 
(a) War Postage Stamps: 

• ½d.-Job No. 964. 263,500 sheets now de­
livered on this order for 300,000 sheets. 
Cylinder 40 as before. 

ld.-J ob No. 52. 228,870 sheets now de­
livered on this order for 200,000 sheets. 
The final delivery took place on 1 / 2 / 45. 
Cylinder 6936. 

2d.-Job No. 6192/8646. 377,500 sheets of 
240 printed from old Cylinder 6931, and 
165,000 sheets of 240 printed from new 
Cylinder 39 have now been delivered on 
an order for 1,200,000 sheets. 

6d.-Job No. 7602. 33,400 sheets of 240 
stamps lvere delivered on 30 / 1 / 45. on a:n 
order for 30,000 sheets. Cylinder 6916 as 
before. 

(b) Roll Stamps: 
½d.-Job No. 16. 1,495 rolls of 1,012 stamps 

and 1,153 rolls of 506 stamps were de­
livered on this order for 1,000 rolls of 
1,012 stamps. The final delivery took 
place on 13/2/45. Cylinder 6911. 

(c) Pictorial Postage Stamps: 
2s. 6d.-Job No. 7601. 19,180 sheets of 60 

stamps have been delivered on an order 
for 15,000 sheets. 'l'he final delivery took 
place on 19 / 12 / 44. Cylinders 27 (Interior) 
and 7017 (Exterior) as before. 

5s.-Job No. 7601. 7,986 sheets of 60 stamps 
-.,._ were ,delivered on 21 /12 / 44 on an order 

for 6,000 sheets. Cylinders 6929 (Interior) 
,. and 41 (Exterior) as before. 

lOs.-Job No. 7601. 3,308 sheets of 60 
stamps were delivered on 21 / 12 / 44 on an 
order for 2,500 sheets. Cylinders 6918 (In­
terior) and 6934 (Exterior) as before. 

(d) Postage Due Stamp~: 
½d.-Job No. 25. 2,100 sheets of 60 stamps 

were delivered on 30 / 11 / 44 on an order 
for 1,000 sheets. New Cylinder No. 7015. 

(e) Inland Pictorial Post Cards: 
ld.-Job No. 10568. 1,646,720 cards have 

now been delivered on this order for 
2,000,000 cards. Cylinders 86 (Stamps) 
and 85 (Pictures). 

(f) Air Letter Cards: 
6d.-Job No. 5205. 1,882,728 cards have 

now been delivered on this order for 
2,500,000 cards. Cylinder No. 7 -!. 

3d.-Job No. 3653. 2,032,680 cards have 
now been delivered on an order for 
5,000,000 ca1,ds. New Cylinder No. 79. 

(g) South West Africa: 
Overprinted "S.W.A." on rotar...- machine, 

new slugs being used. · 
3d.-Air Letter Cards. 34,788, delivered 

28/11/44. 
(h) Basutoland: 

Overprinted ''Basutoland'' on rotary ma­
chine, new slugs being used. 

3d.-Air Letter Cards. 180,600 delivered 
28/11 /44. 

(i) Bechuanaland: 
Ove:rprinted "Bechuanaland" on rotarv rna,-

chine, new slugs being used. · 
3d.-Air Letter Cards. 165,000 delivcr·ed 

23/11/44. 
(j) Swaziland: 

Overprinted "Swaziland" on rotary ma­
chine, new slugs being used. 

3d.-Air Letter Cards: 35,784 delivered 
28/11 / 44. 

+ 
FEZZAN 

The latest "Bulletin" of the Leopoldville 
Philatelic Circle quotes a list from an Algiers 
paper of the stamp overprinted ''Fezzau" 
whelli the Free :French was on the move north 
from Lake Chad to Tunisia. There are 22 
Libyan and 4 Italian stamps given in the list: 
the numbers overprinted vary from 35 to, 
4,300, and the prices being asked for them run 
from 500 fr. to 7,000 fr. 

+ 
SWAZILAND 

)fr. J. F. Fick informs us that he has now 
seen the Swaziland Air )fail Letter Card 
overprinted on the Afrikaans stamp. 
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"THE \VINDSOR MONTH LY PHJLATEUC 
BULLETIN.'' 

The February number of this publication 
contains a verv interesting article by L. N. 
and :M. ""illiams entitled "Stamp Finds." 
Some historical finds of the past are described. 
There are also numerous offers of colleetions, 
S€ts ancl single stamps. 

+ 
THE GOOD OLD DAYS 

'l'he "Philatelic Journal" for October-De­
cember 1944, contains an article by ~Ir. P. L. 
Pembe1\on entitl€d "A Pemberton Centen­
arv." It is a short history of the philatelic 
cai·eer of the author's father, )Ir. E. L. Pem­
berton. The article contains a copy of a Price 
List of Stamps isslH:><l by Mr. E. L. Per~er­
ton in 1862. Here are some of the prices 
quoted:-

Cape: ld. Triangular unused-6<l. 
Cape: ld. and 6d. used Triang;ular-4d. for 

the two. 
Great Britain: ld. Black, 2d. Blue-2d. for 

the two. 
Gr.:'at Britain: Mulready ld. used-ls. 6d. 
Ceylon: ½cl., ld., 2d., 5d. and 6d.-5d. set. 
'fu'scanv : 3 lire used-2s. 6d. 
There · are numerous other bargains but, 

alas the reader is now too late. 

+ 
Thanks to Mr. H. R. Harmer for a beauti­

ful Christmas Card emblematic of Anglo­
American co-operation in peace as well as in 
war. . + 

WHAT DID THIS STAMP DO? 
In the ''Stamp Lover," :Mr. Charles Jewell, 

writing nnder the title "Organised Philately 
and the Beginner," suggests that every col­
lector should take at least one beginner 
under his wing. He considers that there is a 
better wav of interesting a beginner than by 
giving hi;n a catalo~ue and then telling; ~im 
to get on with the ]Ob, or, perhaps, s110wmg 
him how to use it. That is all to apt to make 
philatelY rather tedious and lifeless. 

He recommends setting him to hunt llp the 
storv behind the stamp',and so breathe life 
into' the dead bones. Answering the question 
"'\Vhat did this stamp do?" will open up a 
vast field of enquirv. 

As an example lie takes the current British 
2½d. stamp and ~sks wlrnt could it do in 1938, 
and what does it do to-dav iri the way of tak­
ing letters to places, and 'what weights will_ it 
frank? ,viw was the colour blue chosen for 
thf' 2½d. va'lue, and when? Would it take 
a letter to, say, Tibet or Abys~in~a in 1938? 
If it did so to the latter, how did 1t go? Who 
henefited from the 2½d. paid by the sender 
and how was the pavment arranged? 

And so on. Sounds· a g_ood plan, doesn't it? 

+ 
A PAT ON THF. BACK 

)[r. P. L. Pemberton, of the firm of Sefi 
Pemberton & Co., Ltd., Leominster, England, 
writes: '·I must congratulate you on the con­
tinued excellence of the 'South African 
Philatelist,' which is one of the v•ery few 
stamp papers which contains any real infor­
mation." 

Join 
THE INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE CLUB 

and build your collection cheaply with the help of over-'/ 
seas members. Membership costs only 4/6 per" year, or 
three years 12/ _ and competitions offer free extensi6ns. 
(Used stamps on or off cover accepted for fees by 

arrangement). 

Full particulars from: 

S. G. Walton, 252 St. John's Road, Canley Vale, 
N.S.W., Australia. 

RED CROSS AUCTION-CAPE TOWN 
A most successful public auction of postage 

stamps was held in the l\Ietropolitan Hall, 
Cape 'Town, on the 8th March. 

The sale ,vas sponsored by the Cape Town 
Philatelic Society in aid of Red Cross Funds. 
'fhe result of its appeal for stamps was most­
gratifying, both by members and the general 
public; 176 lots being offered for sale. 

Before the auction began l\fr. ,v. D. Val­
lance, President of the Society, appealed to 
buyers not to look for bargains, but to keep 
in mind the cause for which the sale was 
being held. The appeal was certainly heeded 
and bidding was brisk throughout, many 
items fetching well over catalogue prices, show­
ing the fine spirit prevailing by those in at­
tendance. 

The star item was the rare V.O.C. Cover 
with a superb impression of the V.O.C. which, 
after much keen competition, was eventuall:v 
knocked down for £26. A set of Zanzibar 
overprinted in India in mint condition re­
alised £18 12s. 6d. 

A block of four of the Penny deep rose reel 
Cape Triangulars-a most desirable item to 
collectors of Capes-kept the hon. auctioneer 
busy until it was eventually. sold for £16 10s. 

A fine unus,ed copy of the fourpenny pale­
blue S.G.4(a) realised £10 10s. 'l'he complete 
Canadian \Var Issue in mint condition was 
keenly sought after and bids came from all 
parts of the hall until the price of £4 2s. 6d. 
was reachecl. 

A mint short set of the St. Helena Centen­
ary to ls., catalogued at £2 13s. 7d., was 
disposed of at £2 17s. When eventuallv all 
lots were sold it was announced that the grand 
total of £205 had been realised-a fine effort 
for a most deserving fund and cause. 

FOR SALE .. 
Tenders are invited for the purchase of approximately 
200,000 stamps, all are first class quality, cleaned and 
packed in l00's. They are mostly Unions but there ls 

considerable variety. 
Detailed lists may be obtained from the Secretary, 
Cape Town Philatelic Society, P.O. Box 1973, Cape Town. 
Tenders will close on the 30th April. 1945, the highest 

or any tender not necessarily accepted. 

THE WHOLE OF THE PROCEEDS WILL BE HANDED 
TO THE S.A. RED CROSS SOCIETY. 
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::1. NEW ARRIVALS AND 
SPECIALS 

2. Egypt, Farouk Birthday, and Ismail 
Jubilee,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/6 

11. Egypt, Fuad Investiture cpl. mint. . . 5/6 

6. Italy, Hitler and Mussolini cpl. used 3/6 

3. Aden 14 as. and Turks 6d. & 1/- new 
colours . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . 5/0 

2. New Zealand 1944 Health cpl. . . . . 1/0 
4. -Lourenco Marques, 4th Centenary, cpl. 7 /6 
4. Lourenco Marques, 50c green and 50c 

brown, normals and double prints, mint 5/6 
(Interesting selections of these available, 

on request. ) 

4. Germany 10· and 15 pf. Brit. Govt. 
Forgeries, nnd originals (See S.G. note 
afte1• No. 92a.) . . . . . . . . . • . . . . 15/6 

Nett, C.W.O., Post Free, 

A. LICHTE,NSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 

G] 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111(!1 

MONTHLY 
PHILATELIC 

BULLETIN 
Each month The Windsor Stamp Co. pub­

lish THE WINDSOR MONTHLY PHILA­
TELIC BULLETIN, an attractive 12 page 
illustrated list. 

Contents include many offers of interesting 
stamps, including sections for Empire and 
Foreign; New Issues; Stamps for Investment; 
High values; Specimens; Accessories; Special 
offers and a Monthly Outstanding Bargain. 

No, we are not telling you any more as we 
wish you to obtain and judge the M.P.B. for 
yourself, and, of course, as a subscriber have 
the exclusive offers each month of stamps in 
short supply at reasonable prices. 

Subscription 2s. 6d. for one year's supply of 
12 issues, which please remit by British Postal 
Order. Specimen copy 3d. 

THE Wl 1NDSOR STAMP COMPANY 
UCKFIHD SUSSEX ENGLAND 

39 

--------------------------------------------

WEEKLY STAMP 
AUCTION SALES 

EVERY 
THURSDAY 

12.45 - 2 p.m. 

CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 
Posta/,bids accepted • 

Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

JAMES MILDENHALL & COM1PANY 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

Corner RISSI K & MARSHALL STREETS (Opp. Escom House) 

JOHANNESBURG 
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ASCENSION 
(Paper read at a meeting of the 

Cape Town Philatelic Society.) 

By C. G. MUMMERY 

·----····--·---------- ····---~ 
Ascension Island, which lies some 700 miles 

north-west of St. Helena in the South At­
lantic, was discovered by Juan Castella in 
1501. · 

Except for very brief periods Ascension re­
mained unoccupied for just over 300 years 
following its discovery. 

In 1815, when Napoleon was banished to 
St. Helena, it was represented to the authori­
ties at St. Helena that the uninhabited Island 
"f Ascension might be used as a base to effect 
Napoleon's escape. In view of this it was de­
cided by the British to annexe the Island, 
and this was carried out on 22nd October, 
1815, from which date Ascension became a 
British Possession. 

The Island was suitably fortified, a small 
garrison established, and was for over a hun­
dred years administered under the Board of 
Admiralty, being treated as a warship and 
commissioned as "H.M.S. Ascension." 

The death of Napoleon• in 1821 resulted in 
an immediate reduction of the Africa Squad­
ron and a small garrison of marines replaced 
the former Na val garrison. The Island was 
used by the Admiralty mainly as a coaling 
station, but in 1898 the Eastern Telegraph 
Company established a cable station on the 
Island. In 1922 it was decided to withdraw the 
naval garrison, and the small staff of the 
cable station alone remained. 

It was deemed advisable, however, to re­
tain the Island as a British Possession, and 
it was accordingly made a Dependency of St. 
Helena on 20th October, 1922. 

The Island's postal history dates back to 
1867 when £20 worth of current British 
stamps in ld., 6d., and ls. values was received 
and put into use. 

The earliest known "Ascension" postmark 
on a ld. British stamp is 23.11.1873 and 
29.9.1873 on a shilling stamp. So far no 6d. 
has been recorded with· the "Ascension" p-0st­
mark. 

Further supplies of British stamps of 
various values were supplied to the Island 
from time to time until 1922, when the Island 
became a Dependency of St. Helena, and a 
quantity of the then current stamps of St. 
Helena were overprinted for use in Ascension. 
The overprinting was done by De La Rue and 
Co., of London, and so well was this carried 
o.ut that no errors are recorded-not even any 
"Inverteds." This provisional issue, which 
comprised nine va,lues, was used until. 1924 
when the first definitive series appeared. The 
design was the same as that current for St. 

Helena, and in this issue the well-known but 
uncatalogued "Cleft in Rock," "Broken Flag" 
and "Split Main Mast" varieties occur. 

In July, 1934, a new issue app.eared in en­
tirely new pictorial designs, and the 2s. and 
3s. values were -replaced by the 2s. 6d. and · 
5s. values. 

Then came the 1935 King George V "Silver 
Jubilee" set which was followed in May, 1937 
by the Geo. VI "Coronation" set. · 

Lastly, we have the permanent issue of 
Geo. VI which appeared in May, 1938. This 
is also a pictorial series, similar in design to 
those of 1934, but the words "Postage and 
Revenue" have been omitted and the head of 
King Geo. VI replaces that of his Royal 
Father. Also a 10s. value has been added. 

With the exception of the "Silver Jubilee" 
set which was printed by Waterlow and Sons, 
all Ascension stamps to date have been 
printed by De La Rue and Co. 

Ascension is a very nice little country to 
collect; the stamps are attractive, there are 
not many issues, no very high values or very 
expensive items, so that it is not particularly 
difficult to complete the normals. The varie­
ties are not complicated, but are not easy to 
get, and of course the search for Great Brit­
ain stamps and covers used in Ascension is 
fascinating. ' l 

Turning to my own collection, I can only 
say that in "Normals" each issue is complete 
-mint, used and overprinted or perforated 
"specimen." 

In the varieties of the 1924 issue I am 
missing only the 4d. and Gd. with "Split 
Mainmast." 

I am rather proud of my British stamps 
and covers used in Ascension prior to 1922, 
although of course I have none of the very 
rare 1873 postmarks, my earliest being 12th 
August, 1899. 

FOR SALE 

FREE FRENCH 
PROVISIONALS 

40 different REUNION . 35/-
15 REUNION "Waterfall" 12/6 
24 different SOMALILAND 21/-

WANTED 

CAMEROON 
MADAGASCAR 

EQUATORIAL AFRICA 

ESPECIALLY AIRMAILS 

:Errors and Varieties-Any Country 

J. McMILLAN, P.O. Box 1078, 
PORT ELIZABETH 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

April, 1945. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 41 

THE 2½d. STAMPS OF ORANGE FREE 
STATE. 

Ily STEPHEN G. RICH. 

The Orange Free State first issued a stamp 
of 2½d. face in Oct~her, 1892. This and the 
,January, 1897, stamp of the value were the 
only ones issued under the Republic. In both 
cases the stamps were made by surcharging 
the 3d. ultramarine stamp, of which a large 
supply had remained .on hand from the brief 
period of the 3d. letter rate, from probably 
September 1st, 1882, to July 1st, 1883. 

The first 2½d. stamp was made for a defi­
nite pair of situations. The Orange Free 
State had a postal treaty with the Cape of 
Good Hope by which the Cape's tariffs ap­
plied to mail originating in the Orange Free 
State in international service. 'L'he Cape had 
adopted a rate of 2½d.,to England on Janu­
ary 1st, 1890. At some time in 1892 a 1,egis­
tration rate of 2½d. had been adopted as be­
tween the various countries of South Africa, 
and possibly for overseas mail also. The Cape. 
did not join the Universal Postal Union until 
.January 1st, 189,5; but as early as March, 
1891,, hacl produced its surcharged 2½d. stamp 
and in June, 1892, its definitive 2½d. sage 
gr,een. The O.F.S. joined the U.P.U. in Jan­
uary, 1898. 

The first O.F .S. of 2½d. face was over­
printed with ordinary IO-point Scotch roman 
type. Information as to whether one or two 
panes were overprinted at a time, quantity 
macle, etc., is entirely lacking. A few varie­
ties are found, all due to typesetting: no 
doubles or inverts have been found. 'The list 
of 10 varieties in Geldhof's book may be in­
creased by the following, from my own col­
lection:-

11. Broken top of "1" in "½," and broken 
"d" at bottom. 

12. "1" of "½" broken m middle. 
13. "½" leans to left. 
'l'he earliest date of use thus far recorded 1s 

.June 5th, 1893, at Post Wissel Kantoor 
(Jfoney Order Offioe) Bloemfontein, on a copy 
in mv collection. A fine block that I have 
showsv June 6th, 1894 use, Registration Bloem­
fontein. Covers are exceedingly scarce : the 
only- one I know of is a registered cover to 
Germany with strip of 3, a single, and four 

Id. stamps, from Ladybrand February 18th, 
1897. 

The sta.mp does not show any appreciable 
shades. Heavily and lightly inked overprint 
and overprint at times impressed into th~ 
paper, occur. 

Usage in each year, 1893 to 1897 is known, 
by elated town cancellations. ' 

By the start of 1897 the supply of 2½d. 
stamps had been used up. In January a 'new 
supply was needed. This time it was made 
wit_h 14-r?oint type for the overprint. A heavy­
senf Iomc 2 and a Scotch Roman were used­
no period or d after the figures. According 
to Geldhof, one pane at a time was sur­
charged. The 3d. stamps used varied some­
what in shade in this printing. 

At least two "major" varieties occurred in 
the surcharge, due to pied type in the Gov­
ernment printer's shop; and several other 
varieties exist. Of the major varieties the 
one longest known was ,due to using a' "1." 
fror~1 a font of Caslon or Antique type, whi~h 
1s listed as "ll?man 1 and Antique 2 in ½" 
but hetter descnbe<l as "1 over 2." This was 
on stamp No. 4 of row 8; location in the pane 
not hitherto reported but placed by a block 
I recently acquired. No. 4 of row 7 and No. 
2 of row 10 show a variety due to type from 
another Scotch Roman font: the 2 of "½" 
has a curved bottom inst,ead of a straight one. 
This. was reported and pictured by Geldhof, 
but its locat10n was not knO\vn. 

The ''minor'' varieties are several and not 
hitherto recorded : 

Damaged or dirty "½," giving the effect of 
an upturned tail to the small 2, on No. 1 of 
row 10. 

"1 over 2" with 2 of the regular Scotch 
Roman type-probably a damaged piece of 
type, since the 2 is broken. . 

Semicircular nick in bottom of numeral 2. 
Nick on right end of tail of numeral 2-

No. 3 of row 7. 
Break where clownstroke joins tail of numeral 

2-No. 2 of row 9. 
Two dots· close to front of numeral 2-

N o. 1 of row 7. 
The existence of doubles of the 1897 stamp 

1s a matter of controversy. There are numer­
ous apparent doubles d;:10 to heavy inking. 
But a pair used at Bloemfontein, S.eptember 
5th, 1897, with one stamp entirely normal and 

The Letter Stamps and Postmarks of the Cape of Good Hope 
1792-1910 

By A. A. J U R G E N S 

Copies of this book <'an now be had at the reduced price 0£ £1 17s. Sd. ( Postage and packing 2/,6 

extra). Send your order to either Mr. S. Kaganson, Sec. C.T. Philatelic Society, P.O. Box 1973', 
Cape Town, or to M1•, J. Silvie, P.O. Box 5, Cape Town. Onlyf 500 copies of this book were printed, 
a large quantity of which · were uestroyed in Darter's fire. The book offered here is not a Second 

Edition having been printed at the same time as the 200 Subscription Copies which were sold at three 
guineas each. The contents · and the pnper on which the book is printed being the same, the only 

difference being a slightly cheaper binding in red cloth. Cash with order. 
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the other apparently genuinely doubled, has 
shown up. ,Hand-lens examination fails to 
give any conclusive evidence, but between my 
own microscope and Mr. Carl Pelander's 
quartz lamp, the existence of the doubling 
has been established at least to mv own satis­
faQtion. This clearly is a .doubiing due to 
flapping during release of the printing press, 
and not to the sheet being run through twice. 

The earliest use I have seen or recorded is 
March 8th, 1897, at Bloemfontein. Next is 
May 14th, 1897, at Winburg. I am still anxi­
ously waiting to see even one cover with this 
~amp. • 

The O.F.S. joined the "C.P.U. in January, 
1898, and the use for international mail was 
thus added to that for registration. How­
ever, covers of the period to points abroad 
seem to bear a nair of ld. stamps and one of 
½d. instead of this stamp-the reason is not 
apparent. It is curious that all dates seen on 
cancellations of this stamp are in 189i. Evi­
dently it vanished from aetive use after that 
:vear. Some 80 sheets, 19~200 copies, were 
found when the British took Bloemfontein in 
1900, and were overprinted Y.R.T. and used 
up between ~:larch and August of that year; 
for by August 24th the 2½d. on Cape had been 
issued and is found with that date of cancella­
tion. 

In support of the explanation of the O.F.S. 
2½d. stamps as being issued not for U .P. U. 
rates but for that to England and for regis­
tration, be it noted that Natal, adjacent to 
the O.F.S. came out with its first 2½d. stamp, 
surcharged on the 4d., on April 21st, 1891, 
and the regular issue appeared in June, 1891-
but Natal did not join the U.P.U. till July, 
1892. Zululand likewise had its first 2½d. 
stamp in September, 1891, joining the U.P.U. 
July, 1892. 'This fits with the Cape's 2½d.'s of 
~larch, 1891, and June, 1892, while that 
colony joined the U.P.U. as late as January, 
1895. The Transvaal is the lone exception to 
the usual process: although a rate of 2½d. to 
England was established in 1892, no 2½d 
stamp appeared till January 2nd, 1893, the 
effective date of joining the U .P. U. 

The O.F .S. stamps were blue by accident 
only. Except Natal, no South African country 
purposely had a blue 2½d. stamp until 1896. 
In that year the Cape and the Transvaal 
brought out ultramarine 2½d's. This all ante­
dates the U.P.U. colour scheme, adopted by 
the 1897 Washington U.P.U. Congress. The 
blue colour is quite likely to be traced to 
British example, since that country changed 
its 2½d. stamps to blue in March, 1881. 
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"Covers the World" 

WHIT1FIELD- KING 1945 Catalogue 
Post free 15/-

• RUSSIA 
1944 Stratosphere Heroes (3) .. . 

tl944 Militant Friendship (2) .. . 
t 1944 Turgenev Anniversary ( 2) 

or the three Sets For 

• BRITISH 1EMPIRE 
BECHUAN.ALAND 

6 9 
3 6 
1 3 

10 6 

S.G. 53 broken P £7 0 0 
Regent No. 89... 10 0 

BR. SOMALILAND 1938 £8 0 0 
tGREAT BRITAIN P.U.C. £1 ... £2 0 0 
JUBILEE compl. £35 0 0 
tNATAL S.G. 171 vertical pair 

pmk 17 July, 1911 ... £25 0 0 
SOUTH WEST AFRICA 

S.G. 2 "Afrika" over 
"South-West" block ... £40 0 0 

S.G. 1 ditto pair ... £15 0 0 
S.G. 31 ,, ,, ... £100 0 0 
S.G. 2 double o/p ... £12 0 0 
S.G. 14 vertical ... £40 0 O 
S.G. 15 horizontal ... £17 10 0 
S.G. 15 vertical .. 11 £15 0 0 
S.G. 86-87 18 9 
S.G. 0.1-4 .-.. £15 O O 

SOUTH AFRICA 
26 Oct.'18postcard "Make Your 
Sixpence Fly" . . . £4 10 0 

t Blue Wing on Red Cross £4 10 0 
t Black Wing £6 · 0 0 

1925 Air mint set £2 0 0 
used set £2 5 0 
cover set £2 10 0 
original souvenir card £40 0 0 

Postage Extra. 
tindicates used, otherwise mint. 

' Offers subject to being unsold and subject to 
price changes. E. & O.E. 

WE WANT TO BUY-
OLD AND MODERN COLLECTIONS, 
SINGLE RARITIES AND ERRORS, 
DUPLICATES & OFFICE MIXTURES. 

Prompt Cash on acceptance of Offer. 
WE ALSO WELCOME GOOD 

EXCHANGES 

E. M. LACY 
Bankers: Telegrams: Globephil. 

Barclays. Telephone: 2-4657. 

(Globe Postage Stamp Company) 
117 Longmarket Street, Capetown. 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

April, 1945. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 43 

SOME OLD TRANSVAAL STAMPS 
II. THE 3d. GREEN, "V.R. TRANSVAAL" 

(APRIL AND MAY, 1879). 

By R. BROOM, F.R.S. 
,£Continued from page 4 of the January issue) 

Although 40,000 3d. stamps with the Queen's 
Head had arrived in the Transvaal on 24th 
July, 1878, the internal postage rate had, on 
13th July, 1878, been reduced from sixpence 
to threepence per half ounce; and as a result 
the 3d. Queen's Head stamps lasted for a 
shorter period than had been anticipated, and 
it became necessary to print locally a fresh 
supply of 3d. stamps from the old plates. 
There were thus issued on 18th April, 1879 
29,680, and on 30th May 30,000 3d'. stamps­
mauve on green, and overprinted V.R. Trans­
vaal as in the 1d. April, 1878, and 6d. May, 
1878, issues with the V.R. in Roman letters or 
in Italics. As the issue was mainly used for 
internal postage, h is not surprising that less 
is known about it than any other of the First 
British Occupation. 

R. B. Yardley quite frankly says: "I do 
not know whether the same setting was used 
for both deliveries (April and May), and in 
fact I do not know the arrangement of the 
types Bl and B2 on the panes, or whether 

~hey were in eighty or forty or otherwise ... 
Mr. N ankivell tells us that one entire pane 
was exhibited at the Philatelic Exhibition at 
the Portland rooms in 1890, but no note was 
made of the arrangement. Speaking generally, 
the overprint was badly executed ... the 
stops after "V" and "R" of "V.R." (are) 
often above the normal level." He elsewhere 
says: "Very little is known of the arrange­
ment of the types of the overprint, but those 
of Type B2 were more numerous than those 
of Type Bl, and the two types are found Re 

tenant." 
Curle and Basden, the most recent authori­

ties on Transvaals, say: "The respective num­
bers of each overprint are not known." 

When the stamps of this issue are plated 
we have revealed not only the arrangement 
and numbers of the two overprints, but many 
startling new facts are discovered in the 
issue. 

Quite certainly both plates were used-the 
lapper or left plate and the lead or right 
plate, and the stamps of each p.Jate appear to 
be equally common. So we may conclude as 
highly probable that the stamps were printed 
in sheets of 80. We also discover that the 
same setting was used for both deliveries. 

On the left sheet the first 13 stamps are 
of Type Bl or with V.R. in Roman letters, 
and the stamps of the rest of the sheet No. 
14 to No. 40 of B2 type or with Italic V.R 
On the right sheet the arrangement is differ­
ent. Here stamps No. 1 to No. 12 are in Bl, 
and No. 13 to No. 40 in B2. 

We know that in the 1d. issue of 15th Ap­
ril, 1878, the right pane had 13 stamps 
of Bl type and 27 of B2; and we know that 
in the 4th issue of the 6d. of 13th May, 1878, 
there was the same arrangement of the over­
prints of the right pane, 13 of Bl and 27 
of B2. We might thus suspect that this 
curious arrangement now seen in the left 
pane of the 3d. was due to the setting of 13th 
May having been kept for 10 months and now 
used for the left pane. But it is not so. The 
setting is different. 

Whoever was responsible for the setting of 
the overprints of this 3d. must have been full 
of whims. 

The first point to be noted is that stamp 
No. 12 in both the left and the right panes 
has a thick V. This thick V is not due to bad 
printing. It is almost as marked as the thick 
V of the Orange Free State V.R.I issue. I 
have 5 specimens of the No. 12 left pane and 
2 specimens of No. 12 right pane. 

Both Yardley and Curle and Basden have 
called attention to the stop varieties. The 
latter give them as "Roman: Raised stop 
after 'R.' Both stops raised. Italic: Raised 
stop after 'R.' Both stops raised." This is 
correct. But it has not been previously noted 
that all the stop varieties with one minor ex­
ception belong to the right pane. In the left 
pane the only varieties are the thick V (No. 
12), a slightly raised stop after R in No. 6, 
and some variation in the size of the stops. 
I think there are a few very minor varieties 
in the V's and R's, some of which may have 
come from different founts, but one' would 
require to have a considerable series before 

r"""'~·:;;~-~~·:;·~"":~""';~:.~~i"!!~i~o;~iiii"~~i~:~~i'"::::""""~ 
f·' 

Ji, 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 
AF'RICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
0n approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARD IAN and GEORGIAN 
ismies, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSE~TIAL. 

J. BIR.D 1 25 WesthillRd.,London, SeWJ8, England 
I!)111111111u111111111111111111111111111111111111111111ucutHIIIIIIIIOff;UIU4111111lllllllllllllllllllJJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJllllllllllllltllllllllllllllllllllllllllllJllllllllllllll!J 
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one could be quite sure that the differences 
were not due to defective printing. 

Upper:-
Nos. 11, 12 and 13 of the Left Pane of 3d. 
Transvaal (Mauve on Green). No. 11 shows a 
co_nstant flaw on the upright of the R, and a 
slightly narrowed n of Transvaal. No. 12 
shows the thick V and slightly damaged last 
a of Transvaal. No. 13 shows ,the Roman 
V.R. with damaged serif of V, also damaged 
lower part of r and a much narrowed n in 

Transvaal. 

Lower:-
Nos. 11, 12 and 13 of the Right Pane. In all 
three the overprint is wider spaced than in 
the corresponding stamps of the left pane. 
No. 12 shows the thick V and raised stop after 
R. In the left pane No. 12 the A of AFR. is 
blind; in the right it has an eye. No. 13 shows 
the V.R. in Italics. The last a of Transvaal 

is damaged. 

The right pane bristles with varieties. 
Curle and Basden refer to the 6d. Blue on 
Green as "the Proteus of the stamp world." 
The right pane of this 3d. will easily beat it 
for varieties. There are, as has been stated, 
12 of Bl, and of these all except No. 9, No. 
10 and No. 11 have the stop after R raised. 
In No. 2 and No. 8 the stop is much raised; 
in the others less raised. In No. 6 the stop 
after the V is slightly below the level of the 
letters. 

Among the Italic V.R.'s there are fewer 
stop varieties. In No. 14 both stops are 
raised. No. 25 has the stop after R raised. 
In No. 27 both stops are raised. In No. 35 
the stop after R is slightly raised, and in No. 
39 both stops are slightly raised. Curle and 
Basden, on plate 10, give an illustration of 
two stamps of this issue. These are No. 6 
and No. 14 of the right pane. 

I have examples of all the 40 stamps of the 
left pane, but only of · 37 out of the · 40 of 
the right pane. So I am thus at present 
unable to say anything about the condition 

of the overprints in Nos. 15, 33 and 38 of 
the right pane. 

Another very remarkable fact that has 
· " come to light concerns the varieties of spac:~· 

ing of the overprint. In all the stamps of 
the left pane the measur~ment across the over­
print is 15 m.m. In the 1·ight pane only twcJ 
stamps so far known agree with those of 
the left in having the measurement across the 
overprint 15 m.m., viz., Nos. 34 and 35. In 
Nos 2 to 7 all the stamps measure across 
the overprint 16 m.m. Nos; 8, 16 and 17 
measure 15.8 m.m. across the overprint, while 
Nos. 24, 25, 27 and 36 have the slightly less 
measurement of 15. 7 m.m. All the others, ex­
cept 34 and 35, have' a measurement of 15.5 
m.m. Or to state the position more simply, 
all the stamps of the left pane and Nos. 34 
and 35 of the right have a measurement across 
the overprint of 15 m.m. All the others of the 
right pane have a wider spacing- of the over­
print; Nos. 2 to 7 having a measurement of 
16 m.m., and the others measurements be-
tween 15.5 and 15.8 m.m. 

We thus seel that out of 37 stamps of the 
right pane whose condition we know 15 have 
stop, varieties, and 35 have a wider spacing 
of the overprint than in the left pane. 

At present, stamps · with the Roman over­
print are catalogued at 20s. used, and thoM 
with the Italic overprint at 16s. As there 
were only 25 of Bl · for 55 of B2, either the 

•;cs,, B2 is at present too dear, or the Bl is much 
undervalued. 

As 756 sheets of the 3d green were printed 
only 756 specimens of each variety can have 
been issued, and it seems unlikely that more 
than 30 or 40 can have survived, and each of 
the thick V types is thus probably as rare as 
the VRAL erorr of the ld. red on bl,ue. 
Though the two thick V's resemble each other 
they can easily be distinguished by the left 
one having the A of AFR blind while the 
right one has the A with an eye and has the 
wider overprint. 

E. BLUM 
P.O. BOX 1669 OAPE TOWN 

reoommends his services to Dealers and Oollectora 

alike !or Se11ing and Buyinll' stamp■ from all 

countries. Price List now. ready and can be sent 

to applicants free on demand. Collection■ and 

Accumulations bought for spot oash. Hlahest 

prices paid. Established in South Africa since 

1930. First class reference■• 
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~..-.~~······~~ ....... ~~~~~~ ............. ~~1 
• ♦ 
• • t COR!tESPONDENCE I 
~-----·-----···---------l 

MA'TABELELAND 2d. FLAW 
I see that Whitfielcl, King & Co., according 

to their "Bulletin," have notioed the correc­
tion of the saddle roll flaw in the 2d. Com­
memoratives of S Rhodesia and that a new 
flaw had clevelop~cl on stamp No. 8, taking 
the form of a blur on the side of the head of 
the equestrian. I am in possession of a regis­
tered envelope from Bulawayo elated 20 I 11 / 43, 
on which there are three of these stamps from 
the top right-hand corner of a sheet and on 
the first of these three stamps the same blur 
appears on the side of the head of the trooper 
or man on horse. 

20 / 11 / 43 was only a few clays after the J,:rst 
appearance of the said stamps, so this blur 
cannot be a new one. 

C. A. AHMS'l'HONG, 
Pretoria. 

+ 
In re: ZULUT,AND POSTMARKS 

Like a good many other collectors, I have 
always looked with a. certain amount of sus­
lJicion on the cancelled stamps of Zululand, 
fargely because the only postmark I ever 
seemed to see was that of "Eshowe," the 
capital, which led me to believe that here 
again we had cancelled-to-order remainders, 
similar to those found in Oil Riv~rs and Niger 
Coast Protectorate. l\Iy knowledge of the 
country was quite vague, ancl I had little or 
no information indicating a legitimate 1i~ed 
for postage stamps of anything but nominal 
face value and in small numbers, so stamps of 
the £1 and £6 denominations appeared to be 
entirely uncalled for, unless issued for fiscal 
purposes-AND the pocket-books of gullible, 
and wealthy, stamp collectors! So, all in all, 
Zululand did not occupy a very high place in 
the scale of my affections · for the stamps of 
the British Empire. 

However, I have recently had good cause to 
revise my. views on these points, for the simple 
reason that it has been my pleasure and privi­
lege to go over a rather large lot of postally 
used Zululancls of the last (key-plate) issue, 
comprising almost 400 stamps of the 3d., 6d. 
and ls. values. ThC'y were so obyiously "run­
of-the-mill" and non-philatelic that there was 
not any doubt that they had be0n lt1gitimately 
used on commercial mail, probably to London. 
Althongh I was not the first collector to go 
over the lot, my first sight of it promised good 
hunting, ancl I made arrangements to go over 
it "for cancellations and postmarks, forthwith ! 

~esides ''Eshowe'' I found other town can­
c~'tations in varying numbers, as shown by 
the following table : -

Eshowe. .JJt•lmoth. No11rhy011i 
:~(1. 1H 21 4/l 
ud. :10 28 2:1 
ls. 4~1 27 2D 

!JG 7G 95 
* All these postmarks were in purple ink 

Of cours0, this analysis <lo('S not, prove any­
thing qua11titativdy, inasmuch as it is not 
based on the composition of the lot as origin­
ally received through the mail-IlU.T it does 
prove that there wer,e other Post l)ffices be­
sides "Eshowe" existing in Zululand during 
the currency of its stamps!. ,vith the aid 
of this information we can compile the follow­
ing partial list: ESHOWE, HLAilISA, IN­
GW AVUl\fA, l\IEL:\IOTH, NONDWENI, 
NONG01IA, NQU'l'U. There surely must have 
been others, and I am hoping some reader will 
come forward with a complete list for the 
r0cord. 

As for the £1 ancl £5 stamps (and even the 
£20 Natal fiscal listed by S. G. as having been 
postally used), the fact that both Scott and 
Gibbons consistently price these high values 
substantially l_ess used than unused would seem 
to indicate that they are relativ,ely more 
plentiful in the former state than in the latter, 
which naturally raises the question as to 
whether there may not have been cousiderabl0 
postal use of these high values after all? 
What industries existed in Zululand in the 
1890s that could conceivably have used these 
high values postally? Gold? Diamonds r 
I vary?. I am now of the opinion that if all 
the facts were known a most fascinating story 
could be written about the postal uses of these 
high value stamps, and I am hoping this letter 
will come to the attention of some of your 
reaclers ,vho can supply further detailed infor­
mation, preferably based upon an intimate 
acquaintance with the country in its earliest 
days .. 

+ 

PA TTL A. DORN, 
Lm; Angf'l0s. 

THJiJ 3cl. BUFF "V.R. 'J'RANSVAAL." 
In my paper which appeared in the January 

number of the "South African Philatelist" l 
stated that I had not come across any roulettes 
Left Pane of the 1st setting (October, 1877). 
I have now come across one fine roulette and 
one wide roulette. These must be very rare 
stamps indeed. I think it probable that about 
150 sheets of the 40 Left Pane wcJiC printed. 
Perhaps there may have been five sheets with 
fine roulette and two with wide roulette. If 
so only 80 w1ue roulettes were ever issued in 
the Octoher, 1877 setting, and it is unlikely 
that more than four now surYive. Tho one l 
have is No. 12, and as only two of No. 12 
"·ere probably issued, the stamp is likely to be 
unique. 

I have seen a fmv other wide roulettes, but 
they all belong to the 2nd setting (April, 
1878). 

Nongoma.* Nqntn. 
2 
7 :1 
D 1 

18· 4 
(ef. "S.A.P.", ,Jul~,, 

Ill0gible. 
37 
28 
17 

82 
193f>, p, 98). 

R BROOM. 

Total. 
121 
124 
126 

371 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

46 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. April, 1945. 

COLLECTORS' WANTS AND OFFERS 
(1Twopence per word per insertion with minimum of 2/- per ins,ertion) 

Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used 
copies wanted. Particularly Edward 
and Georg-e. High prices willingly 
paid. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes­
burg. 

Rhodesian A1dmirals wanted for speci­
alised collection, all 2/-, 2/6, 5/-, 7 /6, 
10/- and £1 values wanted, mint or 
used, pairs, blocks, varieties. High 
prices paid. 

Thiele, 455 West Street, Durban. 

Want.ed•: TI'.ansvaal, Natal, Cape, "().F.S., 
Bechuanaland, Gambia, St. Helena, 
Egypt, France. Pickied copies, rari­
ties and varieties, also 9,000 items 
for world collection up to 1933 issues. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

Collections Wanted to Buy .-Old and 
Modern Collections, Single Rarities 
and Errors, Duplicates and Office 
Mixtures. 
Prompt cash on acceptance of offer: 

E. M. Lacy (Globe Postage Stamp Co.), 
117 Longmarket Street, Cape Town. 

For Service, promptness and satisfac­
tion. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 
Phone 54-1692. 

Mr. E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom, 
offers Blocks of South African Col­
Ol)ies and Union, also full range of 
Entires. 

Wanted: Stamps of all colonies and 
countries. Singles, sets or in bu,lk, on 
or off paper. Approvals New Issues, 
against cash or references. 

Geo. F. Rowe, 11 Barmouth Road, 
London, S.W. 18 . 

• 

NYASALAND PHIL. SOC, (Continued from page 48) 
Mr. Farquhar proposed and Mr. Milne seconded a 

motion that all approval books received should first 
be submitted to monthly meetings and then sent to 
Zomba. This was carried. 

The secretary read a letter received frnm Mr. Popper, 
of Kota Kota, asking for approval books to be sent 
to him. As there was an element of risk in damage 
to stamps in transit. it was decided lhe resvonsibility 
was too great and that no books be sent to far distant 
places, and the secretary was asked to notify Mr. Pop­
per accordingly. 

Be.fore passing the hooks rnund, Mr. Stevens read 
an extract from the covering letter accompanying thP. 
books in which the Robertson Stamp Co. again empha­
sised the importance of dealing with the stamps with 
the utmost care and not to remove stamps for the 
various books unless purchased. 

The remainder of the evening was devoted to sales, 
and the meeting terminated at 7 .15 p.m. 

----------------------
STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS 

Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarities wanted by 

A. E. Basden, Killarney, Brickhill Road, 
Durban. 

WANTED, "South African Philatelist,'' 
all issues, in exchange for other mag­
azines, philatelic and non-philatelic. 
Philatelic courtesies reciprocated with 
"Flags" stamps. 

The Philatelic Library, Box 1712 WLB, 
Los Angeles 36, California. 

Current issues of British Colonials sup­
plied at 12~ per cent. above face value 
or cost. Also other stamps at very 
reasonable prices. Postage and insur­
ance extra. Full particulars from 

Arthur F. Wolton, "Roddfield," Rayle, 
Cornwall, England. 

All South African Stamps wanted, 
Wholesale quantities. 

S. Curtis & Co., Ashhurst, New 
Zealand. 

I AM PAYING HIGH PRICES FOR 

COMPLETE MINT AND USED SETS 

OF GEORGE V SILVER JUBILEE. 

S. PEIMER 
P.O. BOX 1217, DURBAN. 

SOUTH AFRICA 1927/8 iss_.ie, horizontal and 
vev,tical pairs 01• singles E and A, good used 
copies. Can you offer one, a dozen, or more, 

also K.G. V £1 fine used. S.G. 44b. 2d. blue 
and violet mint and used pairs any number. 
British Africans high values fine used, Air '; 

J;' 
letter advice of particulars and prices. Cash or1\ i.. 

mint current sets of K.G. VI in payment. 

Bankers, Barclays, Cape Town and London. 

W. SHACKLE, BROOMFIELD, PYRFORD, 

WOKING, SURREY., 
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------------ ........... J i SOCIETY NEWS 

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Lt.-Col. G. Lance Horne; Hon. Secretary, 

H. A. Wager, P.O. Box 514; :Meetings, 1st and 3rd 
Mondays, 8 p. m., Technical College. 

March 5.: Lt. Col. Horne in the chair. Mr. Hawke 
passed round a list of the books at present in the 
llbrary. 

Mrs. Dyer read a short paper on the work of the 
Bureau of Information. She pointed out that this con­
sisted mostly of propaganda, and enlarged reproduc­
tions of the Union stamps had been made for circula­
tion to different countrie::1, not with the view of advertis­
ing the stamps but more for the stamps to advertise 
South Africa. Mrs. Dyer placed a fine set of these 
enlargements on view. 

This was a Competitions Evening. Mr. Wright had 
prepared a set of questions on philatelic knowledge, in 
general. Two members tied for .first place, Mr. Rudd 
and Mr. Dodd. Mr Oppenheim by an ingenious method 
arranged the portions of twelve different stamps for 
identification. The first prize was won by Mr. Weil 
and the second by Mr. Warren. 

March 19.: Lt. Col. Horne in the chair. 
The chairman welcomed the member::1 of the Johan­

nesburg Society. He then vacated the chair in fav­
our of Mr. Lang, President of the Johannesburg So­
ciety, who thanked the members for their hearty wel­
come. He then introduced the members providing e:is.­
hibits. 

Mr. Schwartz showed a ver,y nice collectlon of As­
~ension and St. Helena well arranged and written up. 
Mr. Schubart had a number of different items of wide 
philatelic interest. Dr. Treves Barber tabled a very 
extensive colledion of Free French rolonials, including 
many almost unobtainable items. Mr. Gladstone also 
tabled a very extensive collection of Soviet Russia. 
These were mostly mint and the stamps showed remark­
able design and workmanship. Mr. Lang showed a very 
outstanding exhibit o.f Rhodesia, inclutling complete 
issues and many very highly priced items. 

Thanks for the different exhibits were voiced by 
Messrs. Broughton, Oppenheim, Ferguson, Beyers and 
Rudd. 

+ 
H.A.W. 

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL. 

Preside·nt, A. L. Bevis; Hon. Sec., G. Milner, 
Palmer, P.O. Box 588, Durban; Meetinos, 1st nnd 
3rd Wednesdays at London .Assurance House, :n9 
Smith Street (in the rooms of the Durban Camera 
Club, top floor), 7.30 p.m. 

'While attendance was not as large as usual there 
were 36 members and visitors present, who enjoyed an 
very good evening. 

Mr. R. D. Browne conducted the monthly competi­
tion which created a good deal of humour. 

Mr. W. H. Wintle read his usual monthly notes, 
which were well received ; these notes are to be circu­
lated to all members, particularly Country Members, 
for a period, and if of sufficient interest may in Lllure 
be part of our monthly circular. 

Mr. Percy Bishop in his easy style gave a most in­
te1·e!:!ting ar.d deHghtfui t:ilk on various peculiarities of 
i-:tamps wit!, their post marks, togeth':'!r with a nice 
exhibit. He also gav.e a resume of the history of the 
So,!i•~t~· uf N:ih,l, which is the oldesL philatelic society 
in South Africa, having been founded in H/10 in a 
Rftilway Waiting Room. Interesting cuttings of this 
period were submitted which made interesting reading. 

, lii.he society held its first exhibition in 1913. The talk 
was received with great inteest, particularly by the 
new members. In conclusion, Mr. P. Bishop asked the 
society to accept all the cuttings, etc., for the Archives, 
which were gratefully accepted by the President on be­
half of the Society of Natal. 

New members seem to be coming along steadily, but 
tht·re is room for many more ; what about interesting 
your friends. Bring them along. we are always happy 
t,., \H,!c:ome visitors. 

W.H.W. 

THE JEWISH GUILD PHILATELIC SECTION 
Chairman., Mr. A. Gladstone; Hon. Sec .. Mr. I. 

Isaacs, 910 His Majesty's Buildings, Elof,f Street, Jo­
hannesburg 

The annual general meeting of this section look place 
on March 22. The retiring chairman. Mr. E. C. 
Sprighton, in his report on the year's activities, 
stressed the fact that although this section was only 
a small philatelic society it had had a very happy 
and interesting year and exhibits had been of a high 
quality. A vote of thanks was passed by the meeting 
to the Executive of the Jewish Guild for providing the 
venue for the meetings and refreshments. Votes of 
thanks were also passed to the hon. secretary, Mr. 
I. li,aacs, and the hon. auctioneer, Mr. L. Buchen, 
for their work during the past year. 

The result of the election of the committee was as 
follows: Chairman, Mr. A. Gladstone; vice-chairman, 
Mr. H. B. Marcuson; hon. secretary, Mr. I. Isaacs; 
committee members, Dr. A. Kaplan, Mr. B. Froelich, 
Mr. L. Buchen, with Mr. E. C. Sprightou as the ex 
officio member. 

An interesting programme was arrang€d for thE:> 
next six months. 

D1;. A. Kaplan provided the exhibit of the evening. 
He entitled it ''Stamps I Like," and when the exhibit 
was shown all the members present were inclined to 
agree with him. The exhibit consisted of some beautiful 
commemoratives from many countries, including the 
Queen Astrid set of Belgium, the Dolphus stamp of 
Austria, and the F1<ench Colonles Ra<llum Fund issue. 
It included also the old classical issues of Holland and 
the New Zealand Health stamps. 

Mr. Buchen spoke on the exhibit which was much 
appreciated by everybody. 

The next meeting of the section will be held at the 
Jewish Guild Memorial Hall, on the first floor, on April 
19. Any stamp collector is entitled to come to these 
meetings. A visitor merely has to sign the visitors' 
book and he will immediately be mude welcome. The 
committee is always particularly pleased to see a 
member of the armed forces present. 

+ I.I. 

EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Pt·esfrlen.t, l\fr. A. ,vatf'on: Hon.. Secretory. l\lr. 

S. F. Fowler, P.O. Box 168, East London. Meetings, 
Colosseum Building, 2nd Fridays, 7 .45 p.m. 

Nineteen members and four visitors attended the • 
monthly meeting on March 9. 

Various new and interesting varieties were passed 
round for inspection' and much interest was aroused by 
the new "lnstanta" perforation gauge, which was 
shown by M1". Powell. 

Mi•. Durkin reported that the broken yokeskey on 
the current 5s. Union stamp appeared to have been 
repaired in the latest printing, as he had inspected a 
sheet in which it did not appear. 

There was a general discussion on philatelic matters, 
following which the president called on Mr. Durkin 
for his promised display. 

This took the shape of a very fine collection of 
Rhodesia, including also both Northern and Southern 
Rhodesia, mint and used. 

All three countries were shown fairly complete, only 
a few of the rarer varieties being missing. The sym­
metrical arrangement of the stamps was noticeable, 
each specimen. being mounted on a dark background, in 
addition. This added considerably to the attractiveness 
of these ever popular issues. 

We shall look forward to seeing more of Mr. Dnr­
kin's stamps in the near future. 

The usual auction brought the meeting to a close at 
about 10.15! p.m. 

+ 
T.A.H. 

PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President, G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec., M. C. Shef­

field, P. 0. Box 88; Meetings, Room 8, City Hall 
Basement, at 7.45 p.m. 1st and 3rd Tuesday. 

The first meeting of the month was given over to an 
auction when business was brisk and most of the 
packets were sold. 

There was a large attendance when members met on 
March 20. 

Mr. G. K. Forbes took the chair. After the general 
business was concluded, Mr. Adis-Smith was responsible 
for the exhibit and tabled about 50 pages of Egyptians. 
Some old sets of 1863 to 1879 of Khedive were well 
worth noting. Another stamp of February 1, 1884, with 
an overprint of 20 in large figures was inverted. 
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A large envelope to commemorate the Royal Weddinq 
of 1938 was interesting, as it had the Royal Couple's 
photograph printed on the papers beside the Royal 
stamp. 

Another item of interest was a stamp o.f November, 
1915, 5 milliems with the overprint OHHS also in­
verted. This was the fi1•st time a member had dis­
played so many Egyptian stamps, and M•·. Adis-Smith 
received a hearty vote of thanks. 

The meeting closed at 9.:_l0 p.m. 

+ L.E.C. 

CAPE- TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President. \V. D. Vallance: Hon. ,'-IPcrdary, S. 

Kaganson. P.O. Box 1973. Cape Town: Meetings, 2nd 
and 4th Thursdars at Yorkshire Buildings, Strand 
Street, at 7.30 p,m. 

ThursdRy, FPhr1rnry ls~ 'J'he Pxhibition of 110stage 
stamps of Rhodesia by M. A. V. Jacob drew a very 
large attendance of rnembers and visitors, and the 
opinion expressed was that it was one of the finest 
collections of that co• ntry seen in Cane Town. 

Mrs. Johnson and Mr. L. Simenhoff both drew at­
tention to the extreme rarety of several of the items 
shown, and expressed their opinion on this really out­
standing philatelic treat. 

Among some of the iw;,e.resting items was a complete 
set with the Gubulaway~ostmark-blocks of four mint 
and used of the Double Heads of 1910, of the 5d. error 
of colour-very fine items. 

There were also complete sets of the Specimens. h11t 
nne item here was outstanding--a strip of 7 of the 
4s. value with the overprint missing on one stamp. 
Another scarce item was the overprint inverted of the 
1917 surcharge. There were also many perforat~on 
varieties, specially interesting being the compound per­
foration of the 3d. value of the Double Heads. 

The whole display was beautifully set out and well 
written up, and Ml'. Jacob need have no fear of show­
ing it alongside any other collection of the stamps of 
Rr,111,.•i:sla. 

Thursday, FebrulJ.rY 22: The display for the evening 
war1 in the hands of Mr. F. Sinnott, and he once 
again displayed his fine exhibit of' the stamvs of Great 
Br~tain. 

This collection has been shown before, but Mr. Sin­
nott had remounted it and given it a new setting and 
write up, and even to those of us who had seen it 
before the display looked fresh and nc,w. To obtain 
clean, lightly cancelled copies of the early stamps of 
Britain is very difficult, but Mr. Sinnott by persever­
ance has got together a fine collection. Space does not 
permit mention being made of the many intr·1·e•;ting 
items, but the pale straw 9d. of 1865 in m,ed con­
dition was a beautiful copy. A used pair of the £1 
U.P. U. caught the eyes of many of the youniter col­
lec; 1,r.s. 

Covers both of the prepostal period and later were 
also shown and gave added interest to the display, 
as did also a complete reconstructed sheet of the 
Penny Red plate 182. 

A vote of thanks was moved by Mr. K. Alexander, 
and the meeting concluded with the usual auction. 

Thursday, March 8: "Modern Issues'' was the title of 
the display for this meeting at which there was again 
a good attendance of members and visitors. 

Mr. C. R. V. Solomon, who was responsible for the 
exhibit, is well known for the quality of his exhibits, 
and this occasion was no exception. The display covered 
a wide field and was up to the minute as the last 
sheet displayed showed the latest war issue of Po­
land-the Warsaw stamp which had only arrived the 
day' before. 

I am not going to try and single out any special 
items, but rather am going to refer to the manner in 
wl·.',.ch the exhibit was set out and written 'up. Mr. 
So1omon ii• a past mastel' in this art, and it must have 
been a lesson to most of us to see how this little bit of 
extra time and trouble is well repayed in the finished 
exhibit and as Cdr. Enoch stated in moving a vote 
of tha~ks, the display would easily take a prize for 
the bei,t bd up display of the year. 

Mr. Vallance announced the result of the sale held 
that afternoon for Red Cross funds, £2.05, and thanked 
members for their support. Further items were offered 
for sale, and there is every hope of reaching <?Ur tar­
,:p~ c,f £500 for Red Cross funds and exceedmg the 
£i:250 mark collected for war funds by this society. 

B.L.C. 

NYASALAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President, Mr. C. Stevens; lion. Necretar11, l\fr. 

Anson: Meetings, 2.nd Mondays, Tobacco Auction 
Rooms, Limbe, 5 p.m. ' 

Minutes of meeting of the Nyasaland Philatelic soi 
ciety held on the 12th Februar•y, 1945. 

Present: Mr. C. Stevens (chairman), Mesdames Lane, 
Wright and Milne; Messrs. Milne, Booth, FarquhaI>, 
Hullneck, Bell, Jewell, Niel, H. G. Hes., and Hess 
Junior, and the secretary, Mr. Anson. 

Minutes: Minutes of the last meeting were read -and 
confirmed. There were no matters arising from these 
minutes for attention. 

Membership: The secretary ·intimated that Mr: A. 
E. Wilson. of Zomba, hRd applied for membership, 
and proposed the election, which received the approval 
of the n,1:Pbng. 

Items of Interest: The chairman notified the mem­
bc1·s pre,;ent that he had received numerous inquiries 
from various sources for information as to the date 
nf i,i~uc, of the new designs. He had, therefore, writ­
ten the chief secretary, Zomba,. on the subject nnd 
had been notified the date was not yet known. 

Mr. Milne said he had read in a philatelic magazine 
a statement from a dealer th>1.t it would be a consid­
P~a~lt> time before the new issue would be on sale, 
and advised collectors not to rush and buy the pres­
ent issue. 

Mr. Stevens informed the meeting that during the 
month Mr. Booth had received advice from Mr. Twynam 
of a reprint of the current l0s. Nyasaland stamp which 
in appearance was of a lighter 5<hade of printing as well 
as of paper than the first printing of this stamp. 

Mr. Stevens tabled specimPns of the first printin~ 
and what appeared to be the reprint, and remarked that 
the variation in shades may at a later date· be included 
in the S.G. Catalogue on the same manner as numbers 
96/97 and of the 1913 issue. 

Rhodesian Stamps: Mr. Jewell stated he had read 
from an American journal that one .stamp of the Zd.> 
Matabeleland Commemorative stamp bore a white 
stroke across the end of the haversack and may prove 
of vh!u.t' aa it waB considered an error. Members pres­
ent did not attach much significance lo this flaw. 

Mr. Farquhar read an article on the Rhodesia Letter 
Card stamp lately placed on s,i,le. 'J'his letter card 
stamp was designed and printed in Salisbury. Speci­
mens were being obtained for members interested. 

Exchange Books: The chairman notified the meeting 
that after a long interval a supply of approval books 
had been received from the Robertson St.amp Co. Bear­
ing in mind a suggestion made some time ago that 
books should not be distributed amongst members be­
fore they were tabled at a meeting, those now received 
had been retained until the first meeting held a(ter their 
rcceir,t. Whether this was recorded in the minut€s was 
not known at this stage. The suggestion and procedure 
WRS approved hy the members nresent. 

The chairman before distributing- the book!; asked 
tlie views of the meeting on a '3Ug~estion he put for­
ward that half of the books received be sent intact to 
members at Zomba and on their return an exchange 
of the Limbe books be made, thereby enabling Country 
Members '.o have equal facilities with those of Limbe­
Blantyre members. 

It was felt that, whilst we are anxious to do every­
thing po£;sibfo to help Zomba members, it would be 
difficult to fall in with the suggestion. In these days, 
Lown members h~ve difficulty in finding the time nec­
essary to devote to the agenda each month. The main 
Rttradicn a, meetings is the prospect of seeing ap­
proval books. To send some books out for private in­
spection at Zomba means doing the same thing here 
in Limbe, with the rest. The approval books are thus 
taken J·ight 01Jt of our prcg1•.a;11ne. It was folt that 
in one way, Zomba members are already at some 
advantage. Here at our meetings we have to make 
hurried decisions about what we will choose fr'Om. tbe 
books, and it is usual for buyers to find out a:tte_r­
wards that they have bought stamps they did not nee<._l, 
Or have refused stamps they needed, being unable to 
decide without their albums at hand. 

At one time, as stated above, we used ~o see the 
books individually and then also at the meetings. But 
this was dropped. It was unfair to raid the books 
individually and then collectively before sending them 
to Zomba, so now we simply get a hurried look at 
them at meetings and then send them to Zomba to be 
perused at leisure. Not until they come back do our 
town members get the books for individual use. 

(Continued on page 46) 
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FRESH FISH 
FOR DINNER 
-a thousand miles inland 

As the trawlers come in with their catches 
the fish is loaded into refrigerator cars and 
rushed inland, even up to our furthest 
borders. Also fruit, vegetables, meat and 
other perishable produce is brought in 
from farming districts by S.A.R. road or 
rail transport and distributed regularly, 
rapidly, reliably. War or no war, despite 
every conceivable difficulty, this essential 
service must never break down, because 
you depend on it for your daily food. Fast 
freight needs fast, powerful locomotives-

and many of them-because 

PERISHABLE PRODUCE HAS PRIORITY 

South Afric·an Railways 

ill. 

* Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: C,entral New1 ,Aaenc7, 
~ Ltd., Johannesburg: Printed by Ma~azine Prus (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, .Tohannesbur~ 
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Price 6d. REGISTERED AT THE G.P.O. AS A NEW SP APER. Price 6d. 
----- --·· ,, ________ - - -----~-

Vol. 21. No. G. MAY, 194G. \Vhole No. 242. 

THE l~HILATELIST 
The Leading International Monthly for Intelligent Stamp Collectors 

Edited by ROBSON LOWE 

Special Exclusive Articles 
by 

LEADING BRITISH WRITE·Rs 
including "· 

Foster Bond, Guy R. Crouch, Samuel Graveson, Glynn Grylls, E. ·F. Hurt, Chas. Jewell, 
L. N. & M. Williams, Dennis Way 

+ 

Price Five Shillings Per Annuni 
Pos\ Free - Specimen Copy sent on request 

+ 
A New Volume starts with each October issue and in order 

to ensure continuity you are recommended to 
SUBSCRIBE NOW 

+ 
Published on the FIRST F.RIDAY in each Month by 

THE REGENT STAMP CO .• LTD. 
50 PALL MALL - LONDON, S.W.1 - ENGLAND 
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Confident 
when 

Buying and Selling 
This, very grateful tribute to the quality of the 

service· provided by Harmer's Bond Street Stamp 
Auctions is but one of the many hundreds of 
compliments that we receive each season. 

The.. success of Harmer's Bond Street Stamp 
Auctions is the fruit of more than 50 years' con­
sistent .. ~ffort to provide a perfect service and 
complete .satisfaction for Vendor and for Buyer. 

Ev,ery feature of every sale. at Harmer's of 
· Bond Street is handled' by ex)Jerts-men whose wide 
experience· enables them to rev•eal those little extra 
points, of a .stamp that enable the distant Buyer to 
bid confidently and in complete security, and ensure 
for the Vendor a fair price for his stamps. 

That is why almost all the great collections are placed 
with Harmer's of Bond Street for dispersal-why more than 
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United 
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond 
Street Stamp Auctions-why Harmer's have a larger turn­
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer. 

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of 
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues. 
Our brochure "Selling Stamps at Auction" also is free to 
prospective Vendors. 

H. R. HARMER 
The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS. 
39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1, 

ENGLAND. .. . . .. , 

Cables: "HARMER'S BOND STREET LONDON." 
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UNION 2s. 6d. STAMP. 
This has appeared with the green changed 

to blue (shades, mostly light). Sheet numbers 
are somtimes in red, sometimes in black. 

UNION 5s. STA~IP 
:Mr. R. Axer of Cape 'l'own informs us 

that a change in the shade of the Union 
[is. stamp has recently been observed, from 
Dark Green to almost a Blue Green. 

UNION 2d. ST Al\IP 
)fr. A. H. Sydow informs us that a new 

Union 2d. stamp with Union Buildings 
vignette was put on sale at the Lynbrook Post 
Office, Cape 'fown, on the 7th March, 194-5. 
The vignette was taken from a photograph and 
not from a drawing in line or an engraving. 
Watermarks are normal, and there are, as 
usual, 120 stamps to the sheet. 

UNION MINIATURES 
:\Cr. ,T. Robertson of the Robertson Stamp 

Co. (Pty.), Ltd., informs us that the ld. 
"Gnion ,::\Iiniature stamp has now been issued 
with different side margins. In these margins 
the number "360" appears regnlarly at in­
tervals of about 1 inch with double lines be­
twec11 eaeb number, thus: -

:JGO = Hi50 = 3GO, ek. 
'l'lwn· is, howevPr, a blank· space un each 

sick"\ of t,hc centre arrow on Pach margin of 
about one irn·h on each side. Tlw number 360 
n~fers to the rnunber of stamps in the sheet. 

The 6d. miniature has been issued in a 
similar manner with the number "240" in­
stead of "360," there being 240 stamps in thf' 

~heet. This 6d. stamp nmr has purple-col 
trnred margins. 

s.,v.A. OFFICIALS 
)Jr. ,J. Robertson of the Roherh;on Stamp 

Co. (Pty.), Ltd., has shown us new issues of 
the ~cl. and 6d. S.W.A. official stamps. The 
current pictorial issue is used as before but 
the overprints are larger than before and the 
letters are now sArif instead of sans-serif. 

-

SOUTH AFRICAN ARMY POSTMARKS 
No record has been made for about two 

ye~rs of fresh . numbt~,rs added to the post 
offices of the_ Union pefence Force, so it may 
not be amiss to give a list The numbers 
give~ are of specimens actually seen by me; 
specimens '?r notes. of m~ssing numbers (which 
may very likely exist;.) will be gladly received. 

1 IA lC 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
10 Jl 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 18A 19 
20 21 22 ~4 28 29 29A 
30 31 32 33 36 39 
41 
50 50A 51 
60 

)fr. H. C. Davi,es has already vouched for 
the existence of No. 9. No. 51 was apparently 
made in a hurry for use in the Madagascar 
campaign, and appeared firstly in an "error'' 
form with only A.P.O. at the top and U 51 
at the bottom; this was very soon replaced 
h,v one of stand,nd form. 

'I'he rfate i11 theso postmarks is always in 
n singh• I in<• anoss tlw cPntn•, hut mlly rather 
ho likP 2a X 42, or 18 A.PH 44. SometimPs 
tlwre is a small A between the month and the 
year, in either type. 

The marks may be divided into two group,; 
as regards size: Small (25-26 mm. diam.) in­
cluding Nos. 1 lA IC 2 3 4 18A 29 29A 31 
32 33 36 39 50 51 and 60; the others may 
all be tNmed large, their diameter being 
28-30 111111 

\Vith one Pxception the marks have always 
been in black ink; No. 28 has been seen in 
violet or pale purple. 

,J. H. HARVEY PIRIE. 
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B.\NTA~I .\lAHGINAL J;\JPHlNTS 
I 11 the SPptember, Hl-1-1, number of the 

"Souih African Philatelist." ,rou drew attPn­
tion to the fad, that, a ne"· c;vlinrlf'r had hee11 
used for tho latest issue of the ld. Bantams, 
ancf suggested that since the marginal im­
prints were in purple it was possible that 
these had also been printed from a new 
<·.,vlincler. A study of the Bantam stamps 
sho"-s that this was actually the case, and 
further, that certain characteristics in the 
lettering indicate that this same marginal 
c;vlinder, which was used for the ld. issue, was 
also employed for the ½cl. sheets when they 
were printed with purple margins. 

[ have not yet seen a sheet of the 4d. bi­
l'oloured issue: so am unable to say if the 
margin cylinder has also been changed in this 
ease, but the point is easily checked up from 
the following notes, which . should assist in 
identifying :the different ,marginal imprints 
a,1Hl prove of interest to those specialising in 
the- South Africa IJantams. 

The different cylinders used arc donated bv 
the letters A to Jt, a1Hl I have f-lf'paratecl the1~1 
into two groups according to the width of the 
sheet required for the yarious denominations. 

WIDE SHEET GROUP-18 STAMPS PER 
ROW 

Denominations ½cl., ld., 3d., 4d., ls. 3d. 
(12 .~tamps). 

Cylinder A. 
½d. First Issue. Green stamp and imprints 

with sheet numbers in black. Also a printing 
of stamps and imprints in bluish-green with 
sheet numbers in red. 

Identi.ty Marks-
1. "Blot" in margin above 16th stamp in 

first tow. 
2. Dot under "n" in "Ru~T," top lf'ft 

margin. 
3. Spot over small "c" in "Certificates" 

near c,entre arrow in left-hand margin. 
4. Spacing between the base lint>s of thP 

letters in the side margins measures 
248 millimetres. 

Cylinder B. 
½cl. Second Issue. Stamp and imprints 

deep green and no "Blot" clefrct in the top 
margin. lh~d Sheet numbers. 

1 cl. Pirst Issue. Reel stamp ancl imprints 
and al8o an issue in <·armine. Rlac·k sh('('t 
1mmbf'rs. 

:kl. First Tssl/1'. BhtP stamp and imprints. 
-hl. b'irsf /ss11p, Clr<'~'-grce11 sta111pR and 

imprints. 
ls. ad. Fir.~t lss11t'. St>pia lJt·own stamps 

and imprints. 
Identity Marl,s-

1. Horizontal dash, l / 32 in. long, abo~Te 
the eapital "C" of "Certificates" Ill 
the bottom left-hand corner margin. 

2. Short vertical mark, 1 /16 in. high, be­
tween the words "leningsertifikate" and 
"Ruy" in the top left-hancl margin, 
and also a slightl~r 8imilar mark be­
t,ree11 the same worcl8 in the bottom 
right-hand margin. 

3. Spacing between the base lines of the 
lettering in the sidf' margins mea8ures 
2:"50 millimetres. 

('11f-i11rf r1· ( '. 
·½d. 'I'hinl /.~s11r. l)ppp gre1•11 st:unps ,,·itlt 

purple margins. 
lcl. Second ]ss111·. ( 'annill{' stamps ,rith, 

purple margins. 
Identity Jlurks-
1. Horizontal line, ¼ i11. long, aboYf' "if. 

l," of the \Yords "Fnion Loan" i11 tlw 
top left-hand margin. 

2. Colon mark bt,tween the words "le11ing­
sertifikate" and "Buv" in the bottom 
half right-hand margin. 

3. Spaeing between the base lines of the 
lettering in the side. margins measures 
250 millimetres. 

(Note.-The purple imprints on the 4d. 
is8ue may prove to hav0 been printed 

from this cylinder.) 

NAHROW SHEET GHOUP- 12 S'l'.A~IPS 
PEH ROW 

Den11111i11uti1111s 1½f1., 2d., Gd., ls. 
Cylinder D. 

l½d. First Issue. Eng. imprints adjoining 
Eng. stamps. 

2d First Issue. Eng. imprints adjoining 
Afk. · stamps. 

6d. F'irst I.ssue. Eng, imprints adjoining 
Afk. stamps. 

ls. First Issue. Eng. imprint adjoining 
No. 1 stamp, 

Identity Jlarks-
1. No "Stop" after "Certificates" at the 

centre arrow positions of this word. 
2. Invert,ed comma at "L" of the second 

"Loan" in the top right-hand margin. 
3. Smudge at top of small "c" of the 

second "Certificates" in top right-hand 
margin. 

4. Spacing between the base lines of the 
lettering in thP Rick margin nwa8ure8 
186 millim-etres. 

Oyli11der 11. 
2d. 8econtl Issue. .Afk. imprints adjoining 

Afk. stamps. 
6d. Second Issue. Afk imprints adjoining 

Afk. stamps. 
ls. Second Iss11e. Afk. imprint adjoining 

No. 1 stamp, 
Jd,,11tity Jlorb-

1. "Stop" after "C10rtifieate8" at f'entre 
arrow positions. 

2. ·Small mark above "o" in "Loan" in 
top left margin. 

a. Sidt> margi11 printing wPaker at centn• 
than at the top or bottom of. the slu-et. 

4. ,Spacing bc•tweP11 side margin l('ttPrs 
measures 190 millimetre8. 

A point of note when comparing the im­
prints of the two groups is the lack of a 
"Stop" after "Certificates" in the eentro 
arrow position of this word on any of the W i · 
Group sheets. 

When the Rantarn sheets are placed verti­
call~· so that tlw top and bottom inscriptions 
are the correct way up, the longitudinal stamps 
of the 3d. and ls. issues have to be vie,ved 
from the right-hand side of the sheet but in 
the 4d. issue the design is plaeed to b~ looked 
at from the left-hand 8ide. 

W. N. SHEFFIELD, Reclan. 
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I 
STAMPS OF THE UNION OF SOUTH ,Af~ICA ROTARY RECESSED-,PRliNTED 

FROM STEEL INTAGLIO PLATES BENT ,AROUND SOLID CYLINDERS. 
COMPAR1ISON WITH CERTAIN SILVER JUBILEE ST,AMPS. 

By A. HILTON, SYDOW, A.S.A.A., C.A. (S.A.) 

The Union rectangular bicoloured pictorial 
stamps in large transverse format were issued 
primarily in 1927. Their vignettes depicted 
the Union Buildings on 2d., Groote Schuur 
on 3d., Gnus rampant on ls., Wagon cros­
sing drift on 2s. 6d., Wagon in outspan on 
5s., and Table :Mountain and central Cape 
Town on 10s. The monocoloured 4d. stamps 
which depicted a Native Kraal were issued 
initially in 1928. These pictorial stamps were 
inscribed in English and Afrikaans alter 
nately throughout the she-et, and were re­
cessed-printed from intaglio steel plates by 
Bradbury, Wilkinson and Company, Limited, 
in sheets of 120 units divided into two verti­
cal collateral panels of 60 units each in 10 
horizontal rows of 6, with the exception of 
Frame Plate 1 and Vignette Plate 1 of the 

"'2d. denomination the stamps of which were 
printed in sheets of 240 units divided into 
four panels of 60 units each in 10 horizontal 
rows of 6. Frame Plate 2 and Vignette Plate 
2 of the 2d. denomination were 120-set each. 
The Master Frame and Vignette dies of steel 
were engraved intaglio by Bradbury, Wilkin­
son and Company, Limited, and from these 
dies the intaglio subsidiary dies and plates 
of steel were made as described in my paper 
contained in the "South African Philatelist" 
for December, 1943. 

Each sheet of stamps printed from the 
120-set Frame Plate 2 and Vignette Plate 2 
of the 2d. denomination contained a constant 
Frame Plate variety known as the "Split d 
in the value tablet" and catalogued as such 
by ·Simenhoff. This variety was located on 
the 44th stamp of the right-hand pane]. 1.e., 
on an English inscribed stamp in horizontal 
Row 8, No. 2, and consisted Qf a vertical line 
of colour approximately 1¾ rfm. high on the 
uncoloured pence symbol of its 2d. as en­
larged in Fig. A hereunder. 

I own copies of the said 2d. denomination 
with the "Split d" variety and without it 
showing very thin lines of colour• vertically 
across their frames and vignettes. Also I 
own copies of the ls. denomination showing 
su_ch vertical lines of colour. Some copies 
,~h the "Split d" variety show one thin 
]ne of colour, some two and some three, all 
m the colour of their :frames. Some show 
such thin lines in the colour of their vignettes. 
In this monograph they are designated "hair 
lines.'' 

The Master Frame and Vignette steel die 
of the well-known Windsor Castle Type of 
Silver Jubilee stamps was engraved intaglio 
in the atelier of Waterlow and Sons, Limited. 
By means of a transfer-roller two subsidiary 
dies were obtained from the ;~faster die, one 

of which was handed to Thos. De La Rue and 
Company, Limited, and the other to Brad­
bury, Wilkinson and Company, Limited. 

From the subsidiary steel die received from 
Waterlow and Sons, Limited, Bradbury, Wil­
kinson and Company, Limited, made the steel 
intaglio Frame and Vignette plates, from 
which they printed the Silver Jubilee bi­
coloured stamps for the following Crown 
Colonies:-

*Bechuanaland, *British Honduras, *Falk­
land Islands, *Gambia, *Gibraltar, Gilbert 
and Ellice Islands, *Gold Coast, Hong 
Kong, *Jamaica, *::\falta, *Seychelles, 
*Sierra Leone, *Swaziland and *Trinidad 
and Tobago. 
The vignettes were recessed-printed in 

sheets of 120 units divided into two panels of 
60 units each in 10 horizontal rows of 6. Sub­
sequently ·each 120-set sheet ·was bisected into 
two 60-set sheets. These 60-set sheets then 
were recessed-printed with the frames and 
inscriptions of names from the variously de­
nominated 60-set Frame Plates of the Crown 
Colonies mentioned afore. One of the 60-se-r. 
panels of one of the 120-set Vignette Plates 
originated a constant variety. Sheets of stamps 
whose vignettes were printed from this plate 
contained the constant variety known as the 
"Extra Flagstaff." This variety was located 
on the 49th stamp of the sheet, i.e., Row 9 
No. 1, and consisted of a vertical line of 
colour approximately 3¾ mm. in height -ex­
tending from the tree tops below the smaller 
tower and projecting about l¾ mm. above the 
skyline to the left of the smaller and to the 
right of the central or larger tower enlarged 
in Fig. B heretofore. The "Extra Flagstaff'' 
variety was found on the vignettes of certain 
of the stamps of the Crown Colonies, the names 
of which are enumerated afore and prefiu!d 
with an "* " 

l 
I own copies of certain of the Silver Jubilee 

stamps of the Crown Colonies showing very 
thin vertical lines of colour across their frames 
and vignettes, in other words "hairlines" and 
analogous to the ones appearing on the Union 
2d. and ls. recessed-printed pictorials already 
referred to. For example: -

l½d. Gambia.-Thin red vertical line from 
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t,he terminal "A" of "Gambia" to the 
skyline of the Castlt>, ;incl thence to the 
"v" of "revenue." 

ld. Bechuanaland.---Thin reel vertical line 
from the second "o" of "Protectorate" 
to the skyline of the smallest tower. 

3d. Swaziland.-Thin blue vertical line from 
the top frame to the "n" of "Swaziland '' 
and this on a copy with the ''Extra Flag­
staff." 

Thus, vertical lines of colour, not parts of 
the designs, have been observed on stamps 
recessed-printed from intaglio plates by Brad­
bury, Wilkinson and Company, Limited. How 
did these vertical lines of colour originate P 
For example: -

1. Fig. A.-On the Frame of a Pictorial 
Stamp of the Union of South Africa-a 
major and constant vari-ety-the "Split 
d." . 

2. Fig. B.-On the Common Vignette of th{' 
Silver Jubilee Stamps of certain of the 
Crown Colonies-a major and constant 
variety-the '' Extra Flagstaff.'' 

3. Fig. Rl.-Vertical "Hairline" on a 2d. 
Pictorial Stamp of the Union of South 
Africa. Also ls. denomination. 

4. F~g. G.-V~rtical "Hairline" on a l½d. 
Silver Jubilee Stamp of Gambia. Also 
ld. Bechuanaland, 3d. Swaziland, etc. 

I 

These vertical lines of colour were printed 
from lineal incisions on their respective plates 
fortuitously made after the intaglio lines of 
n,egative designs had been impressed on the 
plates by steel transfer rollers. How did they 
come to be incised on their respective plates P 
By extraneous matter under pressure b-etween 
wiper and plate. 

It was reported in the "Philatelic Journal'' 
of Great Britain for December, 1936-page 
209-that at a monthly meeting of the City 
of London Philatelic Society, Mr. C. A. _T~1Ter, 
of Bradbury Wilkinson and Company, Limited, 
was request~d to explain the cause of the well­
known ''Flagstaff'' variety anent the Silver 
,Jubilee Stamps of the Crown Colonies. Mr. 
Tyrer sai~l he ha(~ no -d_oubt this was cat~sed 
by a particle of gnt gettmg between the wiper 
and the plate; in going through the machi~e 
under pressure, it marked the plate. This 
should• have been noted by the machine staff, 
but it was not, and the damaged plate gaily 
went on printing history. 

Thus there is no doubt that the Union "Split 
d" major variety and the '.'hairline" minor 
varieties of the Silver Jubilee stamps of the 
Crown Colonies and the pictorials of the Union, 
printed by Bradbury, Wilkinson and Com­
pany, Limited, all originated from similar 
causation of interposed extraneous matter. 

Incidentally, I have noted thin vertical lines 
of colour on the pictorial stamps of South 
West Africa printed hy the afore-mentioned 
firm. I haYe copies of the l~d. (::\lail tran(,;­
port) and the ls. (Bush scene). 

In numerous instances copies of stamps .9f 
nearly all the denominations of the Union bf 
South Africa, both bicoloured and mono­
coloured, printed by the rotogravhre or rotary 
photogravure proc-ess are to be found with 
lines of colour in various degrees of attenua­
tion which vertically (or horizontally in cer­
tain instances) traverse their designs and/ or 
their margins. Such lines of colour did not 
form parts of their designs but were printed 
from lineal incisions, of various degrees of 
depth in various positions, vertically or 
horizontally across their correlative images 
on the peripheries of the copper cylinders 
after such images had been etched thereon 
Such lineal incisions were caused by minute 
particles rof extraneous matter, e.g., grit, 
c-aught and lodged between thi:i rotating cop­
per cylinders and their ink wipers or "doctor 
blades," and when thus int,erposed were 
dragged along and marked the cylinders 
under pressure in simila1, manner as ex­
plained by Mr. C. A. Tyrer in connection 
with the wiper and plate of the machine of 
Bradbury, Wilkinson and Company, Limited, 
from which were printed the Silver Jubilee· 
Stamps of the Crown Colonies with the varie 
ties dealt with in this monograph. 

I own two copies of stamps of the 2d. de­
nomination with the Union Buildings Vig­
nette with almost identical flaws as repre­
sented in Figs. Rl and R2 but printed by 
different processes and by different printers: 

1. Fig. Rl.-Frame Plate 2 and Vignette 
Plate 2, 49th stamp, Row 9, No. 1, re­
cessed-printed from steel plates by 
Bradbury, ·Wilkinson and Company, 
J,imited-"H airline" from the letters 
"UT" of "SOUTH" extending to the 
~op of the left, tower of the lJnion Build­
ings. 

2. Fig. R2.-Frame Cylinder 1 and Vig­
nette Cylinder 1, 120th stamp, Row 20, 

.No. 6, p~-inted by rotogravure from 
copper cylmders by the Government 
Printer-'~airline" from the letters 
"UT" of 'SOFTH" extending to the 
top of the left towN of the Union Build­
ings. 

'L'he vertic·al "hairli1ws" on the stamps re­
ferred to afort-, No. l (Fig.· Rl) and No. 2 
(Fig. R.~) an, flaws indicative of printing 
from cylindric·al plat0s. It is well-known that 
our photog;ravure-produced stamps are printerl 
from copper cylinders. l\Ir. Tyrer did not 
mention that the Silver Jubilee stamps with 
the "Extra Flagstaff" variety were recesse'd · 
printed from cylindrical steel plates and that 
the wipers were mechanical ones attached to 
the machines in similar manner as "doctor 
blades" are attached to photogravure 
machines. 

After I had concluded my study of these 
vertical lines of colour on the Union and 
other British Colonial stamps printed by 
Bradbur.'·, Wilkinson and Company, Limited, 
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I formed the opinion that the majority of the 
beautiful recessed-printed stamps printed by 
this firm emanated from steel plates in cylin­
drical form. My opinion proved correct for 
~ was informed by this firm that, inter alia: 

"Onr plates are curved to fit our rotary 
plate printing machines. It is many years 

)< since we have produced stamps from flat 
plates." 
[ am indebted to Bradbury, Wilkinson and 

Company, Limited, for their kind reply to 
my letter in which I sought confirmation of 
my findings. I am indebted also to the very 
minor varieties of "hairlines," for it was the 
existence of "hairlines" on these stamps that 
prompted commencement of study and even­
tual co-operation of my findings anent the 
Union and Crown Colony stamps. Thus to the 
"hairlines" I repeat the words of Samuel 
Johnson: 

"Quantulacunque cstis, vos ego magna 
voco!" 

"How small to others, but how great to 
me!" 

+ 
''THE }~SSAY-PIWOJ!' JOURNAL" 

"\Ve have received a copy of "The Essay­
Proof ,Journal," which is issued quarterly in 
New York. It is the official journal of the 
Essay-Proof Society, Inc. The specimen sent 
us was the January, 1945, issue. It is beauti-

"'fully printed on very good paper and has 
numerous illustrations. There are many 
articles of great interest to collectors of Proofs 
and Essays, and there is the beginning of a 
catalogue of the Essays and Proofs of Canada. 

WEEKLY ST AMP 
AUCTION SALES 
CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 

Postal bids accepted 

E. BLUM 
P.O. BOX 1669 OAPE TOWN 

reoommenda his services to Dealer• and Oollectora 
alike tor Selling and Buyinir 1tamp1 from all 
countries. Price List now ready and can be ■ent 

to applicants free on demand. Collection■ and 

Accumulations bought for apot cash. HJsheat 

price■ paid. Established in South Africa aince 
1930. First class reference■• 

YIANT TO BUY 
Oash or Exchange 

Per 12, 100, ·1,000 and more, regula1· supplies 
of sets and singles from Basutoland, Bechuana­
land, Northern Rhodesia, Nyasaland, Swaziland, 

S.W. Africa and others. 

Send offers by air, do not send stamps until I 
send Import Number. 

B. SAVITZ 
13 Adbolton Avenue, Gedling, Nottingham, 

England, 

Member B.P.A. London Member P.T.S. London. 

EVERY 
THURSDAY 

12.45-2 p.m. 

• -- - ---------. ····- .... - -------------------------------
Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

JAMES MILDENHALL & COM·PANY 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

Corner RISSIK & MARSHALL STREETS (Opp. Escom House) 

JOHANNESBURG 

53 
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,----········-·-------·-·-· .... , 
THE MAFEKING ERROR 0 DOUBLE 

SURCHARGE .. ONE INVERTED" S.G. 11c. 

By DR. K. FREUND. 

Although listed for nearly 45 years now in 
all standard catalogues, very few particulars 
are known about this error, for the simple 
reason that it belongs to the great rarities 
and is seldom seen. 

S. G. Rich mentions it in his recent book 
"Philately of the Anglo-Boer War" (p. 50), 
but pointing to certain discrepancies invites 
"some specialist ... to give us a full report 
in some stamp journal." , 

I was fortunate enough to have the facili­
ties necessary for a detailed study, so here are 
the particulars : 

Actually one copy only, showing this error, 
has so far been recorded in literature, namely, 
by B. W. H. Poole in his Handbook on S.A. 
War Provisionals (1901, p. 38). He describes 
it as having the overprints of so-called types 
2 resp. 4. 

It must here be explained that the fancy 
overprint was normally set up in a row of 6 
types of setting, so· that each time a row of 
6 stamps received the overprint. The 6 types 
of setting can each be distinguished by cer­
tain minute characteristics (slight damages to 
letters, etc.), so we can talk of types 1 to 6 
(it is not necessary here to describe the differ­
ent characteristics of the 6 types). 

Now, if a row of stamps received in error 
a normal as well as an inverted overprint, the 
inverted overprint must naturally show the 
types in reverse, type 1 (inverted) falling on 
the copy with the normal type 6, and so on, 
thus: 

I : I : I : I : I : I : I 
What has caused some perplexion, is the 

fact that the copy described by Poole, shows 
the types 2 and 4, while according to the 
diagram above one would have expected the 
types 2 and 5 to correspond. 

Poole gives as explanation that 5 of the 
(6) surcharges must apparently have over­
lapped. How this could tech11ically be pos­
sible, is incomprehensible, as the set-up of 
types was firmly bunched in the chase of the 
press. S. G. Rich suggests that one of the 
two types may be a counterfeit (p. 50, foot­
note). 

I am in the _position to clear the matter 
as follows :-While in all other cases (S.G. 1 
to 10) the rows to be overprinted contained 6 
(resp. 12) stamps and, therefore, a setting-up 
of 6 types was required, S.G. 11 (resp. the 
original British 4d. stamp) appeared in panes 
of rows of 5 stamps only, a fact which has 
been overlooked until now in every essay on 
l\Iafeking stamps. In the case of this stamp, 
the type 6 was removed from the usual form 
(set-up), so that only 5 types overprinted the 
rows of 5 stamps of the' 4d. British Bechuana-

land (there is no type 6 existent of S.G. 11). 
Therefore, when the error of the double over­
print occurred, the corresponding types were 
as follows : -

I : I : I : I : I : I 
which proves the copy described by Poole to 
be in order. 

The error itself is a genuine one and has a 
"clean record." One must consider that the 
printings were done during heavy bombard­
ments in a corrugated iron building which 
was actually twice riddled by 94 pdr. shells. 
It will be appreciated that under such ex­
traordinary circumstances, there could hardly 
have been any thought for stamp speculation, 
and that there was every excuse for possible 
errors. Ind-eed it must surprise that so few 
errors are on record at all, one should have 
expected much more, in comparison with the 
many printing errors havittg emanated from 
modern, well-equipped and peaceful printing 
establishments. 

This is how the error occurred : By mis­
take, a stamp sheet (pane) was put inverted 
into the machine. The error was noticed at 
once, after one row was thus printed inverted, 
but when the pane was fed the right way_ 
through, the last row of stamps, having al­
ready the inverted overprint, received hereby 
also the normal overprint. 

That means that only five stamps altogether 
are in existence with this error (confirmed by 
Mr. J. V. Howat, the siege postmaster, in 
"The Stamp Collector," June, 1914). 

L. N. and M. Williams acknowledge the 
error also as a "genuine mistake," but would 
like to regard it as "printers' waste" ("The 
Stamp Lover," Jan.-Feb., 1944). In general, 
this could apply equally to any other cata­
logued error. But in this instance, there was 
good reason for not discarding the misprinted 
five copies: They were rio printers' wast~, but 
stamps bought from local stocks and paid for 
by the military authorities (in order to sur­
charge them with three-times the face value 
to obtain extra revenue which was needed for 
paying the native runners). One cannot ex­
pect authorities to throw away good money, 
especially if one considers that the stocks of 
stamps were limited, that every stamp was 
necessary, and that "appearance" did not 
matter in the besieged town, as long as t,he 
overprint was readable. 

The fact that the Mafeking errors were not 
just spoiled pieces of paper, but stamps 
bought up as such by the military authorities, 
cannot be emphasised enough, as it gives them 
a stronger s~atus than. any other error h2f 

In conclus10n, here 1s a record of the f l.ie 
copies in existence: -~-

Copy I (type 1 with inverted type 5) was 
originally in the famous Ferrari collection, 
and was later sold by Harmer, Rooke (the 
famous London auctioneers) in 1940. 

Copy II (type 2 with inverted type 4) is 
the one described by Poole (p. 38 of his hand­
book) and believed to be in the King's collec­
tiop., 
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Copy I. 
Copies Ill, IV and V are rn the writer's 

collection in a strip of 3. 

Copies III, IV, Y. 

Join 
THE INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE CLUB 

and build your collection cheaply with the help of over­
seas members. Membership costs only 4/6 per year, or 
three years 12/ _ and competitions offer free extensions. 
(Used stamps on or off cover accepted for fees by 

arrangement). 
Full particulars from : 

S. G. Walton, 252 St. John's Road, Ganley Vale, 
N.S.W., Australia. 

MONTHLY 
PHILA1TELIC 

BULLETIN 
Each month The Windsor Stamp Co. pub­

lish THE WINDSOR MONTHLY PHILA­
TELIC BULLE'.rIN, an attractive 12 page 
illustrated list. 

Contents include many offers of interesting 
stamps, including sections for Empire and 
Foreign; New Issues; Stamps for Investment; 
High values ; Specimens ; Accessories ; Special 
offers and a Monthly Outstanding Bargain. 

No, we are not telling you any more as we 
wish you to obtain and judge the M.P.B. for 
yourself, and, of course, as a subscriber have 
the exclusive offers each month of stamps in· 
short supply at reasonable prices. 

Subscription 2s. 6d. for one year's supply of 
12 issues, which please remit by British Postal 
Order. Specimen copy 3d. 

THE Wl 1NDSOR STAMP COMPANY 
UCKF~LD SUSSEX ENGLAND 

VATICAN CITY 
Ten new -stamps were issued about 5th 

)larch. The three low values, 5, 30 and 50c, 
have the •<love of peace in an ornamental 
border; LI, 1.50, 2.50, 5 and 20 show the 
Pope's head, and 2 values, L3.50 and 5 are 
largB stamps for express postage showing a 
view of the whole State. 

'l'hanks are due for a set to J. P. Shingler, 
Lieut. U.D.F.I. 

COLLECTORS' WANTS AND OFFERS 
(!Twopence per word per insertion 

Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used 
copies wanted. Particularly Edward 
and George. High prices willingly 
paid. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes­
burg. 

Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarities wanted by 

A. E. Basden, Killarney, Brickhill Road, 
Durban. 

Wanted: Transvaal, Natal, Cape, O.F.S., 
· Bechuanaland, Gambia, St. Helena, 
Egypt, France. Picked copies, rari­
ties and varieties, also 9,000 items 
for world collection up to 1933 issues. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

For Service, promptness and satisfac­
tion. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 
Phone 54-1692. 

with minimum of 2/- per insertion) 

:Mr. E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom, 
offers Blocks of South African Col­
onies and Union, also full range of 
Entires. 

W ante.d: Stamps of all colonies and 
countries. Singles, sets or in bulk, on 
or off paper. Approvals New Issues, 
against cash or references. 

Geo. F. Rowe, 11 Barmouth Road, 
London, S.W. 18. 

Fine used modern British African 
Colonials wanted in exchange for 
Malta, Gibbons basis. 

Chas. Whelpdale, 51 Old Bakery Street, 
Valetta, Malta. 

Wante,tl: Buy or exchange U.D.F. and 
E.A.F. Army postmarks. 

Dr. Pirie, Box 7012, Johannesburg. 
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AUSTRALIAN 
BARGAINS 

1!)37-45 Geo. VI ½d. to 5/- complete (31 
stamps) used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 /6 
Every die and every perf. including the 
i:are l½ brown McCracken. Complete 
and ready for your album. 

1928 Melbourne Exhibition Sheet Block of 
4 mint 3d. Kooka cat. 17 /6 12/6 

1931 Kings.ford Smith set complete U 3/6 

1934 MacArthur set complete U .. 
1934 Victoria Cent. set complete U 

1937 N.S.W. Oent. set complete U .. 
1940 A.I.F. set complete U .. 
1941 Provisional set complete U . . . . 
1944 Duke of 'Gloucester set complete U 

1930 Sturt set mint 2/3 Used • . . • 

9/0 
3/6 
4/0 
6/0 
2/9 
1/6 
1/3 

Wanted to buy or exchange all Africans. Let me 
know what you have and state price required. 

J. R. ALLENi 
Dale House Frosterley Co. Durham. 

ENGLAND 

~111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111[!1 

:: 

ANNUAL 
STOCKTAKING 

Too busy for Special offers, but if you 
are interested in Approval Selections, 
there will be some Special Stocktaking 

discounts during the month of ,June. 

No lists-Approvals only. Selections sent 
on request against usual references. 

A. LICHTE,NSTEIN 
P.O. Box 5'16, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 

@,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,.,,,, •••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,.B 

WHOLESALE ONLY 
NEW ISSUE SERVICE and supply of CURRENT 

BRITISH COLONIALS TO THE STAMP TRADE 

10 per cent. over face value for orders less than 
£10 at a time. 5 per cent. over face value for 

orders £10 and above. 

Large stock of British Colonials always on hand. 
We are shipping large quantities to America, 
Egypt, Canada, etc., week by week. Free French 
airmails and Free French definitives available. 

BUYERS OF FREE FRENCH EQUATORIAL 
AFRICA, NEW CALEDONIA, NEW HEBRIDES, 
WALLIS & FORTUNA, REUNION (49) 

including 5 fc, 

Send your prices by airgravh. 
Orders for British Colonials; etc., despatched by 

return of post. 

Terms: Cash with orders. 

Bankers: Lloyds Bank, Ltd., Stamford Hill, 
London N.16. 

RICHARD E. MANSFIELD 
14 Colberg Place, Stamford Hill, London N.16. 

~Hllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllt!· - -- -- -§ We Buy fo~ Prompt Cash I i - -- -§ In Largest Quantities Available § 
- -= • = - -- -- -: FISCALLY USED POSTAGE STAMPS-of all : 
: British Colonies, especially African. • These can : 
- be pen or pencil marked, bank or fiscally can- -
: celled, etc. Only postage types are wanted, free : 
: of paper. Will take as a mixture or sorted into ·: 
: each type. Especially want medium and higher : 
: values in large amounts. : - -- -: POSTALLY USED POSTAGE ST\AMPS-o:f all : 5 kinds, especially smaller African colonies, sorted : 
: into each type and washed off paper. Especially : 
: desire pictorial issues per 100 or per 1,000. Can : 
: use 10,000 and more of each stamp. : - -- -: UNITED ST'ATE8 STAMPS-of all kinds, either : 
: in collection or separately. : - -- -: We can use above stamps in any quantity : 
: available. Kindly send us your offers and : 
: selling prices, quoting by Scott catalogue or -
: by full description. The ver'Y best of refer- 1l 
: ences in Africa and England can be fur- ~--
: nished on request, as our reputation for fair : 
: dealing is world-wide. : - -- -- -
§ E. J. FRANK CQM.PANY § - -: 5031 Queensberry Avenue. Baltimore, 15, : 

: Maryland, U.S.A. : 

511111111111111111111 I I I I I I I I I I II I II I II I I 11111111111111111111,; 
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"HANDSTRl<CK L:P~TTER STA~IPi--'' 
Sir, 

Mr. Rich in his ]eHer under tlw ahov+-1 head­
ing appearing in the S.A. Philatelist for 
February, 1945, has the whole matter en­
tirely wrong; this is perhaps because he must 
have written before he received my letter ex­
plaining the position to him. 

Firstly p.1y book is a South African produc­
tion written entirely on South African con­
ditions. No one in this country refer to 
covers used before adhesive stamps came into 
use as "Stampless Covers," this phrase is en­
tirely American-why, therefore, should we 
here in South Africa change the name of 
something which we all know and understand 
simply because it happens to be old usage and 
not modern? 

In all the correspondence between the Post­
master-General, the Colonial Secretary and 
the Treasurer-General I did not find one singlti 
instance where the handstamps used by fhe 
post office upon !titters were referred to by 
any other name than "Letter Stamps." 

The term Letter Stamp was used by the 
Dutch when the first postal s-ervice was estab­
lished between Holland and the Cape on the 
2nd March, 1792, the records of this date 
mentioning the word "Brief Zegel," which 
translated into English means "Letter Stamp." 

I had nothing whatsoever to do with the in­
troduction of town, rate and service markings 
in what Mr. Rich refers to as "a shr-ewd, able 
piece of commercial work," and I cannot 
agree with Mr. Rich when he says that the 
terms "town mark," "rate mark" and "ser­
vioo mark" suffice for all stampless covers. 
How could I possibly apply these names when 
they were never even used or thought of in 
the post offioo of the Cape Colony. Were I 
to do that just because these terms were in 
use in the United States I would certainly be 
causing a heap of confusion in so far as South 
African usage is concerned. 

In my book I endeavoured to give as ac­
curately as possible the postal history of this 
country, and when quoting from Government 
advertisements in the "Gazette" the spelling 
of certain words and towns were giver\ exactly 
as they appeared, despite the fact that to-day 
the spelling of some of these is quite different. 

I trust that l\Ir. Rich will understand, C'S­
spPc>iallr wlu·n he rec>Piv<'S my lettf'r on tl,is 

subject, that it woulrl he wrong for nw to- use 
the \Yord "catalog" for "catalogue" simpl;r 
because the former is i he ,vay in ,Yhid1 it is 
spelt in the Fnited foltates .. 

Yours, ek., 
. A. A. JURGENS. 

[This correspondence is no,v closed.--Ed.J 
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AN APOLOGY 
In our February issue mention was made of 

the presentation to the British Museum of a 
collection of the stamps of British African 
Colonies made originally by Dr E. Mosely. 

In shortening for publication the note sent 
to us, it was made to read as if the opinion 
that the collection was the most complete and 
in the most perfect condition of any in exist­
ence, was Dr. Mosely's own estimate. This was 
a mistake; Dr. Mosely's note made it quite 
clear that these views had been expressed by 
other competent critics. His own estimates 
only concerned the Cape, Mauritius and O.F.S. 
sectioi:i-s, We tender our sincere apologies for 
our mistake. 

+ 
(Answers to competition on pag-e 58) 

1. Natal and U gan<la. 
2. Cape Colony, 

· 3. N ewfoundlancl. 
4. Abyssinia. 
5. Egypt. 
6. Belgian Congo. 
7. Basutoland, Liberia, Mozambique Com­

pany. 
8. Orange Free State. 
9. Nyasaland; Belgian Congo. 

10. Mozambique, S. Rhodesia:. 
11. Gold Coast. 
12. New Republic. 
1:1, Northern Rhodesia 
14. British Central Af;·ic>a. 

m,.,.,.,,.~:~~:~~:~~"":~""';•;;~~;"";•;-~•;""';•;;•~•;•~~""'~~~~~•;~•~~""'"'"'"'"""""'""""l 
should get into touch with me AT ONCE 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 
AF1RICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
C'ID approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue, REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD, 25 Westhill Rd.,London, S.W.18, England 
l:!]nllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllUHUWIIHIIIIIIIIU ............ lllltllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll111111111111111111111111111111 ■ 1 ■ uuuuu1~-----"r,::,., 
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OB8l◄}R\'A'l'lON PLUS MEl\lORY 
(.A (•nmpetition sponsore<l by Mr. A. E. Basden 
at thn :FC'hrnary meeting of 'l'hn Phi]atPlic 

8oci-ety of Natal.) 
You are invited to give th,e names of the 

country whose stamps have portrayed, or do 
portray as a major part of the design the em­
blems mentioned in the questions. All coun­
tries are African. 

1. What country's stamps portrayed the 
letters "V.R." in the design: not an 
overprint? 

2. What country's stamps portrayed a ,:Merino 
Ram? 

3. ·what country's stamps portrayed an 
anchor (NOT Cape)? 

4. What country's stamps portrayed the 
Lion of Judah? 

5. What country's stamps portrayed a man 
on a motor-cycle? 

6. What country's stamps portrayed a stern­
wheel steamer? 

7. ·what country's stamps portrayed a croco­
dile? 

8. \Vhat country's stamps portrayed powder 
horns? 

9. What country's stamps portrayed a leo­
pard? 

10. What country's stamps portrayed a great 
bridge? 

11. What country's stamps portrayed a great 
castle? 

12. What country's stamps were at one time 
dated? 

13. What country's stamps portray both a 
giraffe and elephant? 

14. What country's stamps portrayed native 
supporters in the armorial bearings? 

(Answers on page 57) 

111111 Ii I AM PAYING HIGH PRICES FOR 

COM'PLETE MINT AND USED SETS 

OF GEORGE V SILVER JUBILEE. 

S. PEIMER 
P.O. BOX 1217, DURBAN. 

FLAG STA11PS 

l\f ost of the United States Philatelic maga­
zines r,ef er to a scarcity of the Korea Flag 
stamp. They point out, however, that as 
15 000 000 were issued there should be no 
m~teo;ic rise in value. 15,000,000 of each of 
the Flag stamps were issued except in the 
case of the first sev,en ":Flags" issued, where 
20 000 000 of each were issued. These were 
P~land, Czechoslovakia, Norway, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, Belgium and France. 

r··----~~~~~-T~--;,~~~-------
! .............................. . 
THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG. 

President, l!'. J. H. Lang; Hon. Secretary, L. 
Buchen, P.O. Box 4967, Johannesburg; Meetings, 2nd 
Tuesdays, Public Library, Johannesburg, 7.45 p.m. 

February 13: Unforeseen circumstances made it im­
possible for the West Rand Stamp Club to pay us their 
annual official visit and provide the exhibits of the 
evening. !However, they have very kindly offered to be 
our guests at a later meeting and assure us that they 
can table some very interesting exhibits, and we hope 
that this can be arranged. 

Meanwhile, Mr. L. Buchen, our hon. secretary, filled 
the breach for the West Rand Stamp Club by tabling 
a very nice (although unfortunately not written up) 
exhibit of the stamps of Holland. Mr. J. N. Schubart 
appropriately expressed the thanks of the members pres­
ent to Mr. Buchen, both for his exhibit and .for com­
ing forward at short notice to fill the breach. 

Another few pounds were realised from the usual auc­
tion for War Funds. 

February 27: Unfortunately, only a few me•mbers were 
able to attend this meeting so that Mr. W. Oppen­
heim, who was providing the exhibit for the evening, 
did not carry out his original plans. Nevertheless, he 
made some interesting remarks on our hobby, and quoted 
prices from a 1907 Stanley Gibbons catalogue which, 
when compared with the latest edition, show that phe­
nomenal increase in values have occurred in a great 
many issues. 

In addition to his remarks, Mr. Oppenheim tabled 
several of the current British Colonial sets and indi­
cated, with shells, the values which are now obsolete 
and which are due for a probable early rise in catalogue 
quotations. 

March 13: This meeting was very large!~ attended, 
and in the opinion of many present the exhibit of the 
evening proved to be the most outstanding single coun­
try exhibit ever tabled in the long history of the 
present society. 

Mr. G. Carlton Jones showed his classic collection of 
the stamps of Nova Scotia. Indeed, this exhibit, due 
to its repleteness, immaculate presentation, and beauty, 
deserves to be classified as a museum piece, giving a 
complete historical record of the stamps of Nova Scotia. 

'Starting with copper plate engravings of the prin­
cipal centres such as Halifax, New Brunswick and 
other places of interest in that colony in the middle 
18th century, there followed almost a century (from 
1766 to 1863) of pre-stamped covers. Then there were 

9 a complete set of proofs of the issues of 1851 and 
1853, as well as re-prints of the 1851 issue, including 
the values ld., 3d., 6d., and ls. Numerous shades of 
the 1851 issue, mint, gave a complete picture of this 
beautiful early issue. One of the many highlights was 
an example of the scarce narrow H in Halifax not 
recorded by Jarrett. The 3d. 1851 was shown both on 
blue and white paprr, the 6d. on yellow pape1• and the 
3d., used as postage due on a cover marked . with the 
notation "all or none." 

Then .followed a sequence of amazing die-plate proofs 
of the 1860-1863 issue, as well as specimens and counter­
feits, also imperf. upright and imperf. horizontal blocks. 

Another outstanding item was a cover showing thP 
8} cent in pair which is described as "almost un­
known." 

In fact, space is insufficient to mention the many 
rare items contained in this outstanding single coun­
try exhibit. Perhaps the best description and remarks 
which can be given about it is summarised in th"-' 
words of Mr. William Redford who expressed the \ 'h 
of thanks on behalf of the members, when he f \;. 
that it was "the most complete, complete collection nla! 
had ever seen.'' · 

Mr. M. Frankel was elected a member of the society. 
As there were only a few items offered for war 

fund auction, only a comparatively small amount of £2 
10s. was realised. and we therefore request members, 
who can do so, to contribute as much material for our 
monthly auction as vossible. · 

Mr. I. Isaacs very kindly read the notes of the month. 
April 10: There was a good attendance at this meet­

ing when Mr. H. Schwartz exhibited his stamps of 
Ascension and St. Helena. Although this exhibit for 
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these countries was not. complete, it was indeed a \'erv 
commendable effort, and the RtampK were very neatly 
prese~ted. The eluRive St. Helena 15s. (S.G. No. 113) 
w~s 1!1cluded, as well as many of the early Queen 

• V1ctorm overprinted values. 
Mr. J. Burrell, who expressed the meeting's thanks 

to M1•. Schwartz, pointed out that it was an especially 
commendable effort in view of the fact that Mr. 
Schwartz has been collecting for such a short .time. 
\Vith such a collection as a basis and with the very 
keen interest which he is showing, Mr. Schwartz will 
undoubtedly have some very outstanding material to 
table even after another short veriod of two and a 
half years. 

Mr. J. Robertson, in addition to reading the notes 
of the month, referred to several items of topical in­
terest. Among other things, he pointed out that in the 
current sets of three of the Bdtish Colonies the fol­
lowing values are now obsolete: Jamaica 2!d., Gambia 
5d., and Fiji 5d. and ls. -

£9 was added to our war funds as a result of the 
evening';, auctions. 

Our president informed the meeting that it had been 
decided by the committee that, inasmuch as the attend­
ance at the 4th Tuesday meetings during recent months 
had been so unsatisfactory, and steadily reducing at 
subsequent meetings, it had been decided to discontinue 
our second monthly meeting altogetber. Exhibitors 
scheduled to show at the second monthly meeting for 
the present syllabus will be asked to exhibit at the regu­
lar monthly meetings during the next year. 

+ H.E.B. 

NYASALAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President, l\lr. C. Stevens: Hon. Necretaru, Mr. 

Anson: Meetings, 2.nd Mondays, Tobacco Auction 
Rooms, Limbe, 5 p.m. 

Minutes of a meeting of the Nyasaland Philatelic 
~octety held at the Tobacco Auctions, Ltd., Limbe, on 
Monday, 12th, March, 1945. 

Present: Mesdames Wright. Lane and Milne; Me~srs. 
Stevens (chairman), Anson, Foote, France, Dr. Roberts, 
Dr. Baird, Milne, Wilson, Booth and Bell. 

The chairman extended a hearty welcome to the 
Zomba members. 

Minutes: The minutes of the last meeting were read. 
Mr. Milne 1>roposed and Mr. Booth seconded that they 
be accepted .as read. Carried. 

Arising out of the Minutes: Capt, Foote, on behalf 
of the Zomba members, addressed the meeting on the 
subject of Approval Books. Referring to the minutes 
of the previous meeting on this subject, Capt Foote 
went on to say that it was the wish of the Zomba 
m.,mbers that they should receive Approval Books :first, 
alternately with Limhe ; there were ten members in 
Zomba and he assured the meeting that if this were 
adopted the books would not be detained unnf"cessarily. 
'.ro avoid any delay he suggestc>d that the books could 
be sent to one member, .and who. on receipt of them, 
would immediately inform all other Zomba members ; 
they would then meet the same evening .and return the 
Approval Books immediately. After a lengthy discus­
sion Dr. Baird l)l"Oposed that in the event of A1)proval 
Books becoming more plentiful the Zomba members 
should receive half the number received, direct. Mr. 
Booth seconded this proposal and added that the Zomba 
members' cl.aim should be given sympathetic com1ider­
ation, and that if the agenda for the meeting preced­
ing the receivt of Approval Books is full, it should be 
left to the secretary's diRcretion to sencl some of the 
Books direct to Zomba. 

Di·. Baird's 11roposal. tog .. ther with th€' amE'n<lment 
of Mr. Booth, was then 1n1t before th<• mePting anti 
<·atTied. 

The secretary was then instructE'd to write to Rob­
ertson Sb1mp Company and request them to send us 
acfditional Approv.al Books, and more often. 

Correspondence: The seci·etary read out a letter from 
tl" Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa concerning 
ti cost of the South African Philatelic M.agazine pub­
~~ 1ed by them, asking the views of this society on 
(a) Should the price of this magazine be increased. or 
(b) To appeal to the societies and individu.al philatelists 
for subsidies or donations, as the magazine in question 
has been published at a loss for the past few years. 

The chairman in.formed the meeting th.at we Were 
affiliated members of the above society, but did ~wt 
receive any magazine 'from them, and proposed that 
before any answer be sent to the Philatelic Federation 
the secretary should write to the hon. secretary of this 
Federation for a specimen copy of their magazine. 
Carried. 

The monthly letter from the Philatelic Society of 
Natal was tabled. 

!terns of Interes.t: The secretary, on behalf of Mr. 
Wilson. tabled photographs of the original designs of 
the new Nyasaland stamvs. The chairman passed a vote 
of thanks to M1:. Wilson, and on behalf of the members 
congratulated lum on the splendid designs . 

. Capt. Foote tabled the 2d. Matabele.land stamp d 
p1cting the . white line on the haversack and \1so , h-
error "G''. inverted as "D" in the 2d, ' < • " e 

Dr. Baird· tabled three 20 cent current issue of 
Ug_anda-_Keny~-Tangany!ka sta~ps each with different 
pe1forat10ns, ~nd explamed a simple manner to id t"f 
these perforat10ns. • en 1 Y 

i The perforations, also differ on the 30 cent stamp 
n. the same way. 'I he 13¼ x 13¼ perforation has twFnty 

P_0 mts, the 13.} x 131 has 22 points all on the iong 
side of the _20c and 30c stamps in question. 

. Membe.rship: The secretary read out an application 
from Mi. Nye of Zomba requesting that he become a 
member of this society. He was proposed by Capt 
F'?ote and seconded by Mr. Anson. His membership re: 
ce1ved the approval of the meeting . 

. Cash ~tatement: T~is was read out. At present the 
~;llance m hand was .lll7. Mr. Milne proposed and Capt. 
;.e0:J~ C~~~i:t that the cash statement be accepted as 

Society's Collection: The curator read out his cash 
statement, and the balance in hand was ] Ss. Mr A~­
son proposed and Mrs. ,vright seconded ·that this· ~ash 
statement b~ accepted as rearl. Carried. 

~e".' President: The ch::i.irman, before asking for no­
mmat10ns for the chairmanship for the 1945/46 :vear 
gave a short address on the activities of the societ; 
f?r the past rear, and thanked those who had assisted 
tum durmg his year of office. 

Mr. Milne proposed _Mr. Booth as president for the 
Year 1945/46. Mrs. Wright seconded this :proposal, and 
Mr. ~ooth_ wa,, . elected as 1>resident for the year 
1945/4·6. Vice-president, Mr. C. Stevens. 

Hon. Secretary .and Treasurer: Mr. Anson .all'reed to 
carry on. the duties of secretary/treasurer. ~ 

Committee: The fol!owing were proposed, seconded 
and agreed: Dr. Bai1·d (Zomba) proposed Mr. Booth 
;,econded Mr. Stevens; Mrs. Lane, proposed Mr. Stevens: 
seconded Mr. Anson; Mrs. Wright, propose! M1·. Anson, 
seconded Mr. Booth; Mr. Jewell, proposed Mr. Booth, 
seconded Capt. Foote; Mr. Milne, proposed Mr. Stevens, 
seconded Mr's. Lane. 

Raffle: A block of six Gape of Good Hope Id. st.amps 
were raffled, the winner being Mr. Stevens. 

Exchanges: Dr. Baird, Mr. van Geldere and Mr. 
Stevens all had Approval Books on the table, and ;;~e 
AJ?proval BookR from Robertson Stamp Company re­
ceived last month were again tabled. 

Afte1• light refreshments the meeting terminated at 
7.20 p.m. 

+ 
EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

P,·e.sident, l\tr. A. ,vati-on: Hon. Secretary, l\tr. 
S. F. Fowler, P.O. Box 168, East London. Meetings 
Colosseum Building, 2nd Fridays, 7.45 p.m. ' 
. 'J?here was a good attendance of both membPrs and 

v1s1t?rs at the April meeting, in opening which, the 
president referred to the recent death of President 
Roosevelt, who, like many other famous men found 
relaxation in his stamp collections from the ~arei; of 
state. All present stood as u token of respect to a 
great man. 

Among the visitors we were glad to meet Mi·. A. C. 
K. Jones, of Johanneshurg, who has been holidaying at 
Bonza Bay, also Pilot Officer Whitworth, of the R.A.F .• 
whose regular attendance of the past few months Pnds 
with this meeting. Members were unanimous in WiRh­
ing him everything of the best in his new sphere, 
also Dr. Pickles, whose imminent departure was noti-
fied. . 

This being the annual general meeting, the minutes 
of last year's were re.ad and confirmed, following which 
the outgoing officers made their reports, which sho,ved 
that the past year had been a v0ry successfl1l one and 
that the society was in a very healthy condition both 
financially aPJ.d as reg.ards membership, which now 
stands at 36. 

The election of officers for the coming year was then 
proceeded with and resulted ultimately in Mr. Andrew 
Watson becoming president for another year, with 1\.frs. 
Hasenjager as vice-president. For the secretaryship 
there was, as usmil, no competition, but Mr. Fowler 
undertook to carry on for another year, which was very 
satisfactory. The new committee will consist, in addi-
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tion to the officers, of Mr. C. Hampson and Mr. T. A. 
Harper. 

Various interesting arl'ivals were passed round for 
inspection, including the Canadian War Issue set used, 
the Muscat set on India mint, the new 2d. Union ))ic­
torial, the new marginal printings of the ld. and 
6d. Union and a few covers. Subsequently, Mr. Makin 
tabled a very fine display of a portion of his West 
Indian collection, including both early and recent is­
sues, most of the Jubilee sets and the attractive current 
pictorials. The display was greatly appreciated by all 
p1·esent. 

Full justice having been done to the excellent refresh­
ments J;Jrovided by the president, who was heartily 
thanked for same, the ustial auction was proceeded 
with, a good many lots being offered and disposed of. 

During the evening, the president called attention to 
the report in the April "S.A. Philatelist" of th<" Phila­
telic Society of Natal's meeting, which stated that that 
society was the oldest in South Africa, etc. He said that 
no doubt the statement . was made in all good faith, 
but, without any desire to cause C'ontroversy, he might 
point out that the East London Philatelic Society was 
founded in 1909, and he believed _that the Pretoria 
Society was considerably older still. 

Mr. Harper mentioned that he was p1'esent, by invi­
tation of Mr. Norman Welsford, at what he unden1tood 
at the time, was the inaugural meeting of the Philatelic 
Society of Natal at Durban on September 29, 1911. 
The report of this first meeting appeared in Stanley 
Gibbons Monthly Journal for October, 1911, page 383. 

+ T.A H. 

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Lt.-Col. G. Lance Horne; Hon. Secretary, 

H. A. Wager, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd 
Mondays, 8 p.m., Technical College. 

April 3: Mr. F. C. Ferguson in the chair. It was de­
cided that the society collection of stamps should be 
dismantled and sold, except for the Union !'!tamps on 
which the society would concentrate in future. 

Dr. Broughton read a paper on Belgian Congo. He 
gave a geographical outline of the country, and he also 
described its origin and development. In dealing with 
the stamps, he went into great detail of the different 
issues. He pointed out how the need arose .for so many 
surcharges and overprints, especially in the handstamped 
ones. As 'many as 18 different settings of the hand­
stamped surcharges had been found. Dr. Broughton 
tabled a very fine and extensive collection of the Bel­
gian Congo. This was supplemented by Mr. Oppenheim, 
who showed a nice lot of the more recent issues. 

April 16: Lt. Col. Horne in the chair. A special 
general meeting was first held to consider a notice of 
motion for the inclusion of an hon. auditor in the 
activities of the society. This was passed and Mr. Hol-
gate was appointed for this year. . 

Ordinary Meeting: It was decided to advertise in the 
"S.A. Philatelist" the remaining Simenhoff catalogues 
at 2s. 6d. each. 

Mr. Beyers read two papers, one on Philately as a 
Factor in Education, in which he thought that more 
use could be made of philately in early education, and 
he pointed out what a great interest had been taken 
by the children in a few instances where the teacher 
had introduced stamps for illustration. 

The other paper was on the charity issue of Auistria, 
1935, depicting Austrian military heroes. He gave a. 
short. but interesting, account of each hero shown on 
the six stamps of the issue. Each had achieved a g-reat 
name and fame in the wars an<l struggles of Austria 
in its past history. 

Prof. Wager i,howed collections of Finland, Monte­
negro and Norway. 

+ 
H.A.W. 

PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President, G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sei., M. C. Shef­

field, P.O. Box 88; Meetings, Room 8, City Hall 
Basement, at 7.45 p.m. 1st and 3rd Tuesdays. 

The first meeting of the month was, as usual, rm 
auction, arid was well attended. 

The second and business meeting was held on Avril 
17; Mr. T. H. Nicholson took the chair, and ))resided 
over 30 members and three visitors. 

Mr. E. Randall was made a member, and two more 
names were propoeed. 

A cordial welcome was given to Mr. Sinnott, of the 
Cape Town Branch. 

Two of our most prominent members handed in thei"' 
rebignations: Mr. C. Sheffield, who has been hon. Recre-

tary for 21 years; Mr. Campbell. been in office of ex­
change supe1intendent for over five years. 

They will be a great loss to the society and hard to 
replace, but we can only wish them the best of luck 
and the members' grateful thanks for all the hard 
work they have done for the P.E. Branch. 

Captain Crewel was responsible for the evening, and 
diBplayed 50 pages of New Hebrides. Before the pages 
were tabled, Capt. Crewel read a very interesting paper 
about the islands, from 1606, when they were first dis­
covered, until the present time. It was not until 1897. 
however, that they had their first official stamp, which 
wa!'I printed in dual languages, French and English. 
Three pages of these early stamps were displayed, 
both mint and used, and were of great interest to all 
members. 

Interest was also shown over the latest issued, which 
bear the overprint FRENCH LEGION. 

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Cavt. Crewel. 
As May 15 is the annual general meeting, will all 

members please make it their duty to attend. 
The meeting closed at 9.30 p.m. 

+ 
L.E.C. 

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL. 

President, A. L. Devis; Ilon. Sec., G. Milner. 
Palmer, P.O. Box 588, Durban; Meetings, 1st and 
3rd Wednesdays at London Assurance House, 319 
Smith Street (in the rooms of the Durban Camera 
Club, top floor), 7.30 p.m. 

The meeting held on the 4th April, 1945, was one 
that every one must have enjoyed. Mr. W. H. Winde's 
notes on "what is what" in the stamp world gave some 
interesting in.formation, and the society trusts that the 
notes circulated with their monthly circular has proved 
of interest. 

Mr. Hall Jones ran the monthly competition, which was 
well patronised, although mentioned as an easy one, as 
all the previous ones have been, by the results one would ~ 
say that they are becoming more difficult. These com­
petitions are well received and have proved their worth 
if only showing us how little we do really know of our 
catalogue. The highlight of the evening was the most 
instructive and interesting talk on the people and stamr,s 
of Brazil, togethe1• with a wonderful exhibit of old 
Brazilian stamps by our friend Mr. A. E. Basden. In 
thanking Mr. Basden, Mr. Percy Bishop intimated that 
this was not only of historical interest, but of great 
philatelic interest a1:, well, and felt sure that this ex­
hibit had been enjoyed by all. In conclusion, the usual 
monthly auction was held with more lots than hereto­
fore, and prices realised were very satisfactory. 

+ W.H.W. 

THE JEWISH GUJLD PHILATELIC SECTION. 
Chairman, Mr. A. Gladstone; Hon. Sec.. Mr. I. 

Isaacs, 910 His Majesty's Buildings, Elof.f Street, Jo­
hannesburg 

At the meeting held on April 19, Mr. L. BnchL•n 
tabled his collection of stamps of the Plebiscites which 
came into existence after the last war. These included 
stamps of the Saar, Memel, Marienwerde, Upper 
Silesia, Allenstein and Slesvig. 

The collection was an almost complete one, and in­
cluded some of the varieties. The scarce charity set of 
1932 issue of the Saar was complete in fine used con­
dition. The exhibit was not. only of great philatelic but 
was also of great historical interest as very largely il­
lustrating the effectts of the Treaty of Versailles. As 
stamp-issuing- countries, all of them had a very short 
life. The exhibit was much appreciated by all who 
1:,aw it, and a hearty vote of thanks was passed to Mr. 
Buchen. 

Mr. Buchen gave a short talk on his impressions of 
Upper Silesia where he happened to be at the time of 
the Plebiscite, and stated that, compared with Poland 
at the time, that district. seemed to be prosperou'i'1'· 

During the evening some intere,sting i_tems of l:ie~\l­
telic gossip were exchanged, and numerous st;,:;}\ ~-'.:1 
ehanged hands at the auction held by the hon. auctioneer, 
Mr. Buchen. 

The next meeting of the section will be held on Thurs­
day, May 17, when the exhibit will be items hy all 
members. All visitors, members as well as non-members 
of ·the Jewish Guild, will be very welcome, and if they 
wish to show some items this will be much appreciated. 
The meeting will be held at the Jewish War Memolial 
Hall in Von Brandis 'Street, on the first floor. Refresh­
IDl"nt.e will be provided. 
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FRESH FISH 
FOR DINNER 
-a thousand miles inland 

As the trawlers come in with their catches 

the fish is loaded into refrigerator cars and 
rushed inland, even up to our furthest 
borders. Also fruit, vegetables, meat and 
other perishable produce is brought in 

from farming districts by S.A. R. road or 
rail transport and distributed regularly, 
rapidly, reliably. War or no war, despite 
every conceivable difficulty, this essential 

service must never break down, because 
you depend on it for your daily food. Fast 
freight needs fast, powerful locomotives-

and many of them-because 

PERISHABLE PRODUCE HAS PRIORITY 

South African Railways 

Ui. 

¼ Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distribut.ora: Central New■ ~enc7, 
~ Ltd., Johannesburg! Printed by Mairazine Pru■ (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, Johann•burar 
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Confident 
when 

Buying and Selling 
This very grateful tribute to the quality of the 

service· provided by Harmer's Bond Street Stamp 
Auctions is but one of the many hundreds of 
compliments that we receive each season. 

The success of Harmer's Bond Street Stamp 
Auctions is, the· fruit of more than 50 years' con­
sistent effort to provide a perfect service and 
complete .satisfaction for Vendor and for Buyer. 

Ev-ery feature of every sale at Harmer's of 
Bond Street is handled by experts-men whose wide 
experience· enables them to rev-eal those little extra 
points, of a .stamp that enable the distant Buyer to 
bid confidently and in complete security, and •ensure 
for the Vendor a fair price for his stamps. 

That is why almost all the great collections are placed 
with Harmer's of Bond Street for dispersal-why more than 
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United 
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond 
Street Stamp Auctions-why Harmer's have a larger turn­
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer. 

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of 
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues. 
Our brochure "Selling Stamps at Auction" also is free to 
prospective Vend ors. 

H. R. HARMER 
The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS. 
39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1, 

ENGLAND. 
Cables: "HARMER'S ROND STREET LONDON." 
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VICTORY IN EUROPE 
~ •• ,,,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,~. 

Th<· lo1J<r affaitcd Yic:to, y in E11ropt' has 
anin•~l at~l tlw peoplP of the Cnitecl N~tions 
ham been l"(.'joicing. Douhtkss there will _be• 
numerous i,;tamps issued to celebrate the n_c­
tor.'·, ancl philatelists all OH'l' the world. ,~·111 

~never he better pleas_ed tlrn 11 _when acqmrmg 
such stamps for their collections. Amongst 
the recent news items is one stating that the 
Allied authorities intend to destroy all the 
German stamp issues bearing Hitler's photo­
,rraph and other Nazi propaganda. This is a 
;eeognition of the potent va~ue of i,;tamps 
for propaganda purposes. . . 

Amongst tlw most popular stamp issues of 
the war are the r.S.A. "~'lag" stamps and 
onr own South African large defence issue. It 
is good to know that of all the occu1!ied coun­
tries for which "Flag" stamps wore issued all, 
e>xcept Korea have now be('n liberated. 

Tt is probable that when ~hings bec'?me 1nor<' 
normal in the former occ·up1ed eountrws there 
will be a large demand for the "Flag" issues 
and ,rn think the S.A. "·ar effort issues will 
also bP much sought after. 

V V V V V V 
AFSTIULL\ 

Australia's fin;t commemorative for four 
YPars an• three dp110miuatiorn, in houonr of 
iho arrival of tlwir 1ww Gov<'n1or-General, 
lho Duke of Gloiicester. The stamps are 
"double heads" featuring tlw Duke and 
Duchess in uniform in oval panels with joined 
sprays of British oak and .Australian g~m 
leaves above. The values are 2}d. (reel) for 
<il\!linary domt-stic and Empire postage, 3Jd. 

j_lJlue) being the Postal "Cnion rate, and 5}cl. 
(~hH' black) for ordinar.'· domestic rate pins 

rPgistration or air ;nail foe. The stamp~ \H•re 
put on sale on 19th February and ,nll bo 
current for approximatel,\· three months. 

NF.W ZEA LAND 
· A special Yictor,\· set is forcslrndowcd, hut 
particulars are not y0t available. 

·-

UNION, S.W.A., AND 
PROTECTORATES 

Hecent Printings:-
Following 011 tlw information gin•11 in our 

April isslw, ]u,re,Yith note's supplied ~),\· . tlw 
Post Office authorities i 11 respect of pnntmgs 
of postage stamps, stationery, ete., carried out 
during the period 15th l◄'p}unary to ltith ~lay, 
1945: 
(a) War Postage Stamps: 

Jd.-,Joh No. 964. This onlPr has no\\· bec'n 
eompletPd b.'· a final dPlivery on 22/2/4G, 
bringing the total to BOH,050 slw('ts x 3GO. 
Gdinder 40 as befort' 

·1d.-.Job No. 6089. An ordt'r for :300,000 
sheets x 360. 7a,:mo c!(,liv<'red up to date. 
CvlindPr (3936 as lrnfore. 

·2d.-,Joh No. 6H)2/8(:i4€:i. On this order for 
1.200 GOO sheets x 240 the deliveriPs from the 
old ~vlindPr 69:31 rt'nrn i11 at 377,GOO sheets; 
those· from tlw latPr <':diuder, No. :39, ,vhich 
has been in use' since 20 17 / 4-l-, now ammrnt to 
G62,086 sheets. . 
(b) Ordinary Pictorial Stamps:: . . 

2d.·--,Toh :3GGO. 23,22,> l'-lH't'tS x 120 d(,] IY('J'Cd 

h<'bH'('ll 27/2/43 ancl (j/;3;~.,3. (\linrkrs GD13 
Ii1t. and 10 Kxt.; lH''"· 

[Tlw new stamps c·hrn11iC']e<l _in. 011r last 
iss11p no donbt camP frn111 th 1s prmtmg. · l◄M:] 
(c) Roll Stamps: 

lcl, .. -,Job B651. 2,100 rolls x 1,012 stamps 
and 1,100 rolls x ,30(:i deliYercd subsequent to 
2 / 4 _/ 4,3. C~·linder 1 G as bdore. 
(d) Inland Pictorial Postcards 

ld.-Job 10568. 2,2G-LOOO cards have now 
been delivered on this order. Cylinders 8G 
(stamps) and 85 (pictures). 
( e) Air Letter Cards: . 

:3d.-Job 3653. Deli\·cries from c,\·hnder i0 
remain at 2,0a2,G80, and a further lot of 
2,914,800, of \\'hich dt>livery started ou 1 / 4 / 45, 
·c•ornl'. from a nc,,1· C'\·lindPr, No. 76. 

Gcl.--,Tob 320,3. · D<,li.-erics no\\· total 
2,2l7 },>28, from cylinder 7 4 as before. 
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(f) Offi<·ial Posta.gt• Stamos: 
~d.-.Toh 11.07,}. ':!nf) sh€'ets x 240, :;upplied 

b:v the P. ~J.G. Overprintecl Offic•ial---Offo,ipel 
on flat-heel from old fonnes. 

ld.-Job 1107:'.5. :289 sheets x 240, supplied 
b:v the P. M .G. Ovcrprint('d Official- Offisif'el 
011 fiat-bNl from olcl fonnes. 
(g) South West Afrfica: 

(1) 43,800 3d. Air Letter Cards, printed 
from cylinder iG., overprinted "S.W.A." on 
rotary machine, using same slug as before. 

(2), (3) and (4). War postage stamps sup­
plied by the P.M.G. and overprinted "S.W.A." 
on a fiat-bed machine from old formes. 3,000 
sheets x 360 of l<l. ; 999 sheets x 240 of ls. ; 
and 499 sheets x 240 of ls. 3d. 
(h) Basutoland: 

~24,400 3d. Air Lotter Cards, printed from 
f'ylinder 76, overprinted "Basutoland" on 
rotary machine, using same slug as before. 
(i) Bechuanaland: 

143,2f56 3d. Air Letter Cards, printed from 
cylind0r 76, overprint0d "Bechuanaland'' on 
rotary machin(', using same slug as before. 

Bantam 1llarainol Imprints 
Furtl10r to the note giYeu last month by Mr. 

,J. Robertson, he now reports that the l<l. has 
the margins printed in reel (the first lot with 
360's was in purple) and there is no longer a 
blank space opposite the central arrow. There 
are now 11 sets of 360's as against the original 
10. 

'fhe 3d. still has slogans on all the margins, 
but they have been noted in a bright blue 
colour in place of the former light blue. 

'The statement in our February issue that 
the margins of the ls. stamps had appeared 
in sepia (the colour of the ls. 3d. stamp) was 
not quite correct. There was definitely a 
difference in colour between the stamps and 
the margins, but the marginal colour is bettC'r 
described as a dark brown. 

It has been reported to us that the 3cl. and 
the ls. 3d. sheets have bN'n s0en with plain 
blank "·hite margins, but "·hetlwr this is an 
error or is intentional is not vet certain and 
further information is awaitec( 

O.F.S. 2½d. STAl\1PS-COHRF,CTION 
In Mr. Ric;h's article "·hich appeared in our 

April issue, p. 41, in lirw 13 of the S('COIHl 

f'olurnn, the numeral "½" shonlcl bc> inserted 
after the words " ... a111l a Seokh Homan." 

RHODESIAN 

ADMIRALS 

Jo. very fine specialized collection of th<' Admiral 

Type of Rhodesia, in superb mint and used 

condition, is for sale. 

All st::tmi)s are picked copies, and the lot con­

tains some rar<' stamps like S.G .. 213 mint, 242, 

274a (4) 245 (~), 246, 250, 276a, 277 (4), 

279a, 279b (4), 309, 311 (2), 311a (4), etc. 

The Cat. Value is £200, and the price fol' the 

complete lot, mounted in "de luxe" LE'ather 

Album, is £125 c:u,h. 

Lif1t with details sent on requPst. 

K. THIELE 
455 WEST STREET 

E. BLUM 

DURBAN 

P.O. BOX 1669 CAPE TOWN 

recommends hie services to Dealers and Oollector■ 

alike !or Selling and Buyinll' stamp■ from all 

countries. Price List now ready and· can be sent 

to applicants free on demand. Collection• and 

Accumulations boug-ht for apot cash. Hhrhest 

price■ paid. Established in South Africa since 

1930. First class reference■ • 

The Letter Stamps and Postmarks of the Cape of Good Hope 
1792-1910 

By A. A. J U R G E N S 

Copies of this book <'an now be had at the l'educed price of, £1 17s. 6d. (Astage and packing 2/6 

extra). Send your order to either Mr. S. Kaganson, Sec. C.T. Philatelic Society, P.O. Box 1973, 

Cape Town, or to M1•. J. Silvie, P.O. Box 5, Cape Town. Only! 500 copies of this book were printed, 

a large quantity of which were destroyed in Darter's fire. The book offered here is not a Second 

Edition having been printed at the same time as the 200 Subscription Copies which were sold at three 

guineas each. The contents and the paper on which the book is printed being the same, the only 

difference being a slightly cheaper binding in red cloth. Cash with order. 
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EGYPT 
Lieut. Shingler sends specimens of the 2 

~1d 22 mills in continuation of the new King 
Fbl'Ouk ·series. Also a large purple 10 mills 
stamp with the same, only bigger, portrait of 
the King, issued on February 10th in honour 
ot his 25th birthday. On 2nd March thero 
appeared another large commemorative for 
the 50th anniversary of tlrn death of the 
Khedive Ismail; this is also of 10 mills 
denomination, dark olive-green with a por­
trait of the monarch. 

These commemoratives were supposed to be 
on sale for one ,day only ; there "·as the usual 
rush for them and applicants recrivecl only 
about 6 per cent. of the cash tendered. 

EGYPT--POSTAGE /PHBPAID 
From time to time in the past three years 

there have been given in our columns lists of 
the numbers of the Egyptian post offic-es with 
an "Egypt-Postage/J>repaid" postmark. 
Here follows the list brought up to •elate of 
numbers reported to us; further specimens or 
numbers not in the list will gladly be acknow­
ledged. 

4 5 6 7 8 
10( ?) 11 14 15 16 11 rn 
21 25 26 27 29 
30 31 33 34 36 37 38 
40 42 43 47 
50 51 52 53 54 5t5 i5G ,37 59 
60 61 G2 63 64 65 67 69 
70 71 72 73 77 78 79 
82 83 84 87 88 
93 94 95 97 99 
100 101 104 107( ?) 1 :21 
137 138 154 

Th-ere is also a similar machine cancella­
tion mark with an asterisk in place of . a 
number. 

'N ANT T'O BUY 
Cash or Exehang-e 

Per 12, 100, 1,000 and rnol'e, regulal" suvplies 
of sets and sing-les from Basutoland, Bechuana­
land, Northern Rhodesia, Nyasaland, Swaziland, 

S.W. Afric..t and others. 

Send offers hy ail', do not Rend Rtamps until I 
send Import Numlwr. 

'3. SAVITZ 
Adbolt<m Avenue, Gedling, Nottingham, 

England. 
Member B.P.A. London Mc>mbcr P.T.S. London. 

...,J,_" (Condudecl from page 7:2) 
!lo8 miles from the North Pole. He described the in­
teresting events attached to the issue of the U.S.A. 
series of Flag stamps, and he touched upon the ex­
periments made in England with the Rocket Post. 

Mr. A. V. Jacob, from Cape 'lo,·.-n, tabled his finP 
collection of Rhodesia. mostly mint.. There wt·re many 
unique items which M1·. Jacob describ!!tl in an in­
teresting talk. A vote of thanks for his Pxhibit wa~; 
passed with acclamation. 

H.A.W. 

''INCONNr'' 
Speaking in the House of Assembly ?n the. 

Posts and Telegraphs yotc, a member said that 
he had received a "dead letter" on which was 
marked "Unknown, Inconnu, Onbekend." 
He asked why should a native word go second 
with Afrikaans third P It was explained to 
him that "inconnu" was a French word, and 
indeed an international one as the official 
language of the U .P .U.; it was not the native 
"ikona" as he seemed to think. The member 
then stated that he had been told by a Sena­
tor that "inconnu" ,vas a native word. 

Writing about the above incident, l\Ir. 
A. H. Sydow of Cape Town suggestes that all 
r nion Post Offices should be supplied with 
rubber hand stamps, each of which should be 
quadrilingual, as follows: -

ONBI~KEND 
JNCONNU 
IKONA IN 
UNKNOWN 

This was to be impressed on all dead letters 
and thus all sections of the communitv should 
he satisfied, despite any linguistic shortcom­
ings. 

PHILIPI>INES 
"Linn's -weekly" of 29th .)larch gives a 

list of Japanese occupational stamps issued in 
the Philippines from l\farch, 1942, to Janu­
ary, 1945. Some are overprints, the majority 
new issues. Counting in postal stationery 
there are at least 62 items; more if those 
issued both perf. and imperf. are counted 
separately_ 

S. RHODESL\. 
)Ir. H. E. Ward of Bulawayo writes re­

garding the 2d. l\fatabeleland commemorative: 
"On the first day of issue I purchased two 

:-;heets of 60 stamps, and on one sheet I had 
tlw saddle roll :flaw. On the other sheet that 
flaw was missing, but there was another flaw, 
namely, a nick in the second 2. 

"T have se0n several sheets since and this 
flaw seems 1wrsistent on all the sheets which 
do not have the saddle fla,L 

"I think this is due to there heing printed 
two panes of GO stamps each in · a sheet, 
which is aftenvarch, cut in two. 

"The flaw 011 stamp No. 8 occurs on the 
pa1w with th<i nicked ~-" 

.:Ur. Wanl ,nn1lcl also like information about 
a vosLmark which he has on a Rhodesian 4d. 
large arms stamp of 1910. 'The portion of the 
postmark showing reads " ... VGAPOORT / 
. . . DESIA." Can any reader identify this? 
No clue is available -in the list of Rhodesian 
postmarks published by )Iajor Harrington iu 
1935 . 

U.S.S.R. 
A set of five stamps, 30k, 50k, 60k, lr and 

:2r, has been issued honouring the painter 
I h·a Ye£inoviteh. 'The 30 k and 1 r values 
lu~ve a portrait of the painter, and the other 
three a reproduction of his best known paint­
ing "The Cossacks drafting a letter to the 
8ultan.'' 
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THE G,EOR1GI-A.N BOOKLET STAMPS OF THE UNION OF 
SOUTH AFRIC.A 

By A. HIUrON SYDOW, A.S.A.A., C.A. (S.A.). 

Category A.-M. and ld. denominations 
prepared from ordinary sheets of 240 units 
per sheet divided into 4 panes of 60, each of 
which contained 10 horizontal rows of 6 ' 
stamps. Surfaced printed from electrotyped 
en epargne plates on white wove paper water­
marked one "Springbok head" per stamp,, by 
Thos. De la Rue and Co., Ltd. Perforated by 
a comb machine to the guage of 14. 

About three years ago I began to doubt that 
all ~d. and 1d. stamps emanating- from the 
2s. 6d. booklets were prepared from sheets 
printed from plates which comprised the well 

known four paned "three normal three tete­
beche" rows of cliches described under the 
subsequent Category B. Consequently owing 
to the absence of complete booklets or panes of 
these stamps I searched a large accumulation 
of used Georgian low valued stamps and found 
and separated such singles and pairs which 
showed indications of guillotine cuts on their 
l@ft- and right-hand sides into four group,s as 
the following diagrams show. Unfortunately, 
however, I did not find any stamps with mar­
gins attached showing the holes made by 
wire-stitching, or wire staples. 

A B C D 

[J!GJ~ [J\GJ G]G]~:GJ[~J 
All such stamps found showed cancellation 

dates for the years 1914-15-!6-17-18-19-20. 
Again all showed the normal upright water­
marks. None were discovered with a portion 
of another stamp attached tete-beche. Thus 
I concluded that all 2/6 booklets of stamps 
manufactured during the years 1914 to 1920 
or early in 1921 contained id. and ld. stamps 
in panes of 6 prepared as follows: 

A number of sheets would be placed so as 
to form a pad and then guillotined horizont­
ally and vertically. Thus a whole sheet of 
240 units was cut into 40 smaller sheets of 
6 units each of which contained 2 horizontal 
rows of 3 stamps which I designate as book­
let panes. A whole sheet will derive 

]l 

Row l R 
Row 2 R 

Row 3 R 
Row 4 R 

Xorth West Pane 
(l') 

: ,T ] 2 3 
: J 1 2 3 

: J 1 2 3 
: J 1 2 3 

4 i) 

4 5 

4 5 
4 5 

(l ,T 
6 J 

(l J 
6 J 

R JXXX XX X .T 

Row 7 R : .T 1 · 2 3 4 5 
Row 8 R : J 1 2 3 4 5 

Row 9 R 
Row 10 R 

I : ,T 1 2 3 4 5 

I : J 1 2 3 4 5 

R (P) 
South West Pane 

In the foregoing diagram the capital let­
ters represent: R-Right-hand Margin, L­
Left-hand margin, J-Jubilee Line, C-M­
Central gutter margin, (P)-Plate number, 
X-decorative pillars between the panes, 

6 ,T 
6 ,T 

6 ,T 
6 J 

: 
: 

: 
: 

: 
: 

: 
: 

10 panes of 6 stamps with portions of the 
left-hand margin. 

10 panes of 6 stamps with portions of the 
right-hand margin. 

10 panes of 6 stamps with portions of the 
central gutter margin on the right-hand 
sides. 

10 panes of 6 stamps with portions of the 
central gutter margin on the left-hand 
sides. The portions of the margins were 
left attached to the stamps for binding 
purposes. 

The following represents the top and the 
bottom four horizontal rows of stamps of. an 
ordinary sheet of 240 units and the method of 
cutting the sheet into 40 panes of 6 units 
each. 

: 
: 

: 
: 

: 
: 

: 
: 

.T ] 
;r ] 

.T 1 
J 1 

Xorth gast Pane 
(P) 

2 3 4 5 (\ 

2 :~ 4 5 t\ 

2 3 4 5 6 
2 3 4 5 6 

.T 
J 

J 
J 

JXXX XX X J 

.T ] 

J 1 

,T 1 
J 1 

2 3 4 5 6 
2 

., 
4 5 6 ., 

2 3 4 5 6 
2 3 4 5 6 

(P) 
South East Pane 

,T 
J 

.T 

.T 

: 
: 

: 
: 

: 
: 

: 
: 

~ 
·1, 
], 

L 
L 

L 

J, 
L 

L 
L 

L 

:-position of the holes after the book­
let panes were wire-stitched between the 
booklet covers. The horizontal and ver­
tical lines which form the rectangles enclos• 
ing groups of representations of six units 
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and jubilee lines above represents the edges 
of the booklet panes after having been cut 
from the whole sheet. The guillotine gener­
al,' ,r cuts through the centres of the horizontal 
rows of perforations above rows 1, 3, 5, 7, 
9 and below rows 10 of each whole sheet pane 
apd vertically through the centres of the per­
forations between rows 3 and 4 and to the 
left and right of the jubilee lines. Sometimes 
the vertical cuts were made beyond the ver­
tical row of perforations between rows 3 
and 4 and left a portion of a fourth row stamp 
attached to a third row stamp as per illus­
tration A above which represents 2 and 3 with 
a portion of 4. Illustration B shows stamps 2 
and 3 without a portion of stamp 4 where the 
guillotine cut was made on the edge of the 
design of stamp 3 leaving it without lateral 
perforations on its right-hand side. Illus~ra­
tion C shows stamps 4 and 5 where the guillo­
tine was made on the edge of the design of 

A I 1 2 3 

I I 1· 2 3 

Example A shows Jubilee Line, wire binding 
and margin on the left-hand side, and ex­
ample B shows Jubilee Line, wire binding, 
and margin on the right-hand side. The wire 
binding will appear over the cover. 

I had rn~yer seen a complete booklet with 
the panes bound as described above, but in 
my letters to Mr. H. E. Lobdell anent the pub­
lication of "The De La Rue Georgians of 
South Africa" in the "Collectors Club Phil­
atelist" I placed the foregoing- findings at 
his disposal. In a letter from him, Mr. Lobdell 
states: 

"Your supposition about early booklets 
having been made from ordinary sheets is 
correct. I enclose a photograph from Steve 
Rich's pages showing the covers and two 
panes bound at the left, and a similar 
photo showing cover and two panes bound 
at the right." 
Mr. Rich informed Mr. Lobdell that these 

2/6 booklets contained four ld. panes of 6 and 
two M. panes of 6, and that the early book­
ie"¥ had dark-red covers (later changed to 
pi.nk, were interleaved with waxed paper, and 
·flftstened together with wire staples. I do not 
know whether these booklets contained inter­
leaves with commercial advertisements as in 
subsequent issues, sold at 3/- and 3/6 each. 

Category B: M., ld., Hd., and 2d. de.nomin­
ations prepared from sheets of 240 units per 
sheet divided into 4 panes of 60, each of 
which contained 10 horizontal rows of 6 

stamn 4 leaving it without lateral perfora­
tions- on its left-hand side. Illustration D 
shows the vertical cut made beyond the per­
forations and leaving a portion of a third 
row stamp attached to a fourth row stamp,. 
The top and bottom margins which contained 
the plate numbers were cut and discarded, and 
also the decorative pillars. The horizontal and 
vertical edges showed various degrees of cut­
ting, but the foregoing descriptions will serve 
to show that the stamps under this category 
did not emanate from a plate with normal and 
tete-beche cliches. The stamps in my collec­
tion with portions attached represented by il­
lustrations A and D above show the portions 
normally printed and not tete-beche as will be 
described subsequently. Full panes of 6 
stamps ex~racted from 2/6 Boolets falling 
under this category will appear with binding 
margins as follows: 

B 
4 5 6 I 
4 5 6 I j 

stamps, and each row contained 3 stamps in 
normal positions together with 3 stamps tete­
beche to the normal ones. Surface printed 
from electrotyped en epargne plates on white 
wove paper watermarked one "Springbok 
head" per stamp, by Thos. De La Rue a~d Co. 
Limited. Perforated by a comb machrne to 
the gauge of 14. On each sheet 120 stamps 
showed the watermark upright and normal 
and 120 stamps showed the watennark in­
verted. Each sheet showed 40 pairs tete-beche 
in the third and fourth vertical rows. . 

During September, 1921, booklets which 
contained 12 ~d., 12 ld., and 12 Hd. stamps 
(two panes of 6 for each of the three values) 
were issued for sale at 3/- each. Subsequently 
when the inland rate for letters was increased 
from Hd. to 2d. per oz. booklets which con­
tained 12 M., 12 ld., and 12 2d. stamps (two 
panes of 6 for each oJ the three values) were 
issued for sale at 8/6 each. Both o~ the~e 
series of booklets were interleaved with six 
pages which showed advertisements in Eng­
lish and Dutch of the products of Lev_er Br~s., 
Limited and its associated compames, viz.: 

(la) 'Sunlight Soap (lb) Lif~ Buoy Soap 
(2a) Royal Vinolia Shaving Stick (2b) Luz 
(3a) Monkey Brand Cleanser (3b) San~as 
Disinfectant (4a) Vim Cleanser (4b) Life 
Bouy Zeep (5a) Cobra Boot Polish (5b) R?yal 
Vinolia Scheer Zeep (6a) Lux (6b) Sunlight 
Zeep. 

A number of sheets would be placed so as 
to form a pad and then guillotined horizont-
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ally and vertically. Thus a whole sheet of 
240 units was cut into 40 smaller sheets of 6 
units each of which contained 2 horizontal 
rows of 3" stamps, and a whole sheet ,vill 
derive: 

10 panes of 6 stamps, with watermarks 
normal and upright, tog-ether with por­
tions of the left-hand margin. 

10 panes of 6 stamps, with watermarks 
normal and upright, together with por­
tions of the central gutter margin on 
the left-hand sides. 

10 panes of 6 stamps, with watermarks 
inverted, together with portions of the 

X orth West Panr 
R (P) 

I 

Row 1 R : .J 1 2 :1 t g 
Row 2 R : J 1 2 3. t g 

Row 3 R : .J 1 2 3 t g 
Row 4 R : ;1 1 2 3 t g 

R ,T X X X X X 
-------~ 

Row 7 R J 1 2 3 t g 
Row 8 R ,T 1 2 :{ f' <} 

Row !l R .T 2 3 t <} 
Row 10 R .r 2 3 t <J 

]{ (P) 
:-,onth ". rst Panr 

In the foregoing diagram the capital let­
ters represent: R-Right-hand margin, L­
Left-hand margin, J-Jubilee Line, C-iVI­
Central gutter margin, X-decorative pillars 
between the panes, :-the position of the holes 
after the booklet panes were wire-stitched be­
tween the booklet covers. The figures 1, 2 and 
8 represents the first three stamps in normal 
positions and 4, 5 and 6 inverte1, the secoi:d 
three stamps tete-beche to the 'first three m 
each horizontal row. Thus stamps 1, 2 and 
8 contain their watermarks in normal and up­
right positions, whilst stamps 4, 5 an?. 6 co~1-
tain their watermarks in inverted pos1t10ns m 
each row throughout the sheet. 

The "South African Philatelist," of Febrt,­
ary, 1923, reported: "It is of. inte;est t_o note 
that the Distributor of Stamps, I retoria, re­
ceived from the printers three cas~s o~ 10,0~0 
sheets each of the Hd. denommahon, m 
which the tete-beche occurs. Since 40 pairs 
tete-beche are found on each sheet it follows 
that the total number received was 1,200,000. 
Postmasters were instructed to use these up 
as far as possible on parcels and telegrams." 
When these sheets of the Hd. denomination 
were issued for sale over the counter it was 
found that the composition of a sheet was 
identical to the description given above. Whole 
sheets of the !d., ld. and 2d. denominations 
were never issued · for sale as such, but the 
sheets were printed in the same setting as 1e­
scribed above and as found anent the bd. 
whole sheets. This is proved below. 

The horizontal and vertical lines whi~h form 
the rectangles groups of re~resentab?ns of 
six units and jubilee lines m the diagram 
above represents the edges of the booklet 

9 .T 
9 ,J 

9 .J 
9 .T 

X .J 

9 .T 
9 J 

9 .T 
9 J 

central g-ut h'r margin on tll(' left-hand 
sides. 

10 panes of 6 stamps, with watermarks 
inverted, together with portions of l;:i.e 
right-hand margin on the left-hand si~1. 
Th~ p-9rtions of the margins were left 
attached to the stan1p$ for binding pu~f 
poses. 

The following represents the top and the 
bottom four horizontal rows of stamps of a 
whole booklet sheet of 240 units and the 
method of cutting the sheet into 40 panes of 
6 units each. It is not known whether these 

. sheets showed plate numbers. 

C'~·-1\1 
Korth East Pane 

(P) J, 

I, 
L 

: 
: 

: 
: 

: 
: 

: 
: 

: 
: 

: 
: 

;r 1 2 3 
,J 1 2 3 

.T 1 2 3 
J 1 2 :3 

J XX X 

.T 1 2 3 

.r 1 2 3 

J 1 2 3 
.r 1 2 3 

t <J 9 
t g 9 

t g n 
t g 9 

J 
J 

.r 
J 

: 
: 

: 
: 

L 
L 

X X X ,T J, 

L 
L 

t g 
t g 

l· g 
t g 

9 J 
9 .T 

9 .T 
9 J 

: 
: 

: 
: 

L 
L 

(P) J, 
Sonth East Pane 

panes after having· been cut from the whole 
sheet. In instances where the vertical cuts 
were made beyo:!:ld the vertical perforations 
between rows 3 and 4, e.g., a portion of stamp 
4 is found attached to stamp 3, or a portion of 
stamp 3 is found attached to stamp 4. Such 
portions of stamps attached are found tete­
beche to the whole one, viz.: 

Example A shows stamp 3 with watermark 
normal and upright with stamp 4 attached 
tete-beche, value tablets at bottom and top 
respectively. Example 4 sho,vs stamp 4 with 
watermark inverted with stamp 3 attached 
tete-beche, value tablets at bottom and top re­
spectively. In example A the design of stamp 
~3 would appear normal and upright and the 
design of stamp 4 inverted and similarly in 
example R. 

Prior to the issue of booklet stamps printed 
from plates described under this category M., 
ld. and 2d. stamps were very rarely found 
with their watermarks inverted. This was a;ri-. 
other factor which led me to conclude that 
booklet stamps of the M. and ld. denomimt­
tions were obtained from the ordinary sheets 
referred to under category A. 

In my collection I have mint booklet panes 
of 6 of the M., ld., Hd. and 2d. denomina­
tions with portions of stamps attached tete­
beche as shown in the foregoing sketch, as 
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well as used singles, pairs and blocks in the 
same condition with cancellations for the 
years 1922-23-24-25-26. 

A I 1 2 3 
N N N 

WMK WMK WHK 

I I 1 2 3 
N N N 

WMK WMK WMK 

In the foregoing N WMK represe11ts normal 
watermark and INV WMK inverted water­
mark. The binding margins in A represents 
that from left-hand sheet margin, and the 
left portion of the central gutter margin of 
a sheet, whilst the· binding margin in B rep­
resents that from the right-hand sheet, and 
the right p,ortion of the central gutter mar­
gin. It wm thus be observed that no booklet 
~tamps with binding margins on the right­
hand side can exist which fall under this 
category B. 

I doubt whether early booklets completely 
bound are in existence in South Africa. The 
following will illustrate the binding and print­
ing on the front covers: 

a 

a 

h 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 
UNIE VAN ZUID-AFRIKA 

Postagr 
~tamps 0 

s. d. 
2 (i 

Post­
½egels 

lJ --------- I 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 
UNlE VAN ZUID-AFRIKA 

Postage 
Stamps 

"· d. 
2 fi 

Post­
½rgrls 

a 

a 

I --------- t 

l>OLAND 
'l'he J,ublin Government haV{' iRSH<'<1 a s0t 

of five charity postage stamp8. These 8tamps 
are a set previously issued by the German 
Government of Poland; they are now over-

"\{lrintcd in black with a fiye-pointe~l star en­
Hosing the hammer and sickle device_ of the 
~Soviet Union and are surcharged with new 
values. 

KENYA 
1Ir. Tunstall reports that export regulations 

regarding stamps have been relaxed. 'l'hey 
may now be sent to Empire countries (Canada 
and Newfoundland excepted), but a license 
has 8till to be obtained for 0aeh !'lending. 

Full panes ot' 6 stamps extracted from book-
1 ets under this category show the binding­
margins and watermark positions as follows: 

4 5 6 
INV INV INV 

B I I WMK WMK WMK 

I I 
4 5 6 

'INV INV .INV 
WMK WMK WMK 

. a-:-a and b-b represents the wire staple 
bmdmg, 0 the coat of arms of the Union of 
South Africa. Below the 2/6 are tariffs of 
(a) TELEGRAMS INLAND on the left­
hand side and TELEGRAMMEN RINNE­
LAND on the right-hand side. 

The later booklets had the following on the 
front covers: , 

al 
a 

h 

UNION OP 
SOFTH AFRIC!A 

J'ostage Stamps 

UNIE VAN I 
½UID AFRIKA-

l'ost-zegels I •31 

__ _!~~~ ~~--=_ _ j ~ Te~ n~:_ B1:_nd _ 
h --=---=-=- = I ---=-~=-=--= -=-1 

When booklets were issued which con­
tained the 2d. denomination in lieu of the 
Hd. ones the value 3/- was typographically 
cancelled with two horizontal bars and 3/6 
printed to the right-hand side thereof. 

11111111111111111111111u111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

H{' ah;o Rtat0s that llP\\. ·marki11gs are :tp-
1waring on some slwds, taki11g the form of 
faint lett0rs ancl figures in rever8e on the top 
margins. J<--,nrtlwr · partieulars to follow. 

Always Wante,rl: Stamps of all colonies 
and countries. Singles, sets an<l in bulk 
on or off paper. 

Always Availab]e: _.Approvals, new is.:· 
sues, etc., agains-,cash or refer~nces. 

Geo. F. Rowe, 11 Barmouth Road, Lon­
don S.W.18. 
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l\IAFEKING SIEGE CANCELLATION­
THE "1900". SLIJG 

In "The S.A. Philatelist' ' of :February, 
1946, Dr . .l!'reund deals witll the "HJOOn slug 
usecl in the lVlafekmg C.G.H. date stamp 
which was used for tHe cancellation of lVlate­
.kmg stamps from sometime in .:.\larc11 onwards. 
This small, condensed '' 1900'' was in place ot 
the ''(J{)" which would norma1ly have been 
issued to the office from Cape 'l'own. 

He states tnat t111s particular slug was 
found in the .l\lagistrate's office. 'l'his, of 
course, may have been the case, but, it it is 
implied that the slug came from the .Magis­
trate's official date stamp then we must query 
the correctness of the statement. "\Ve have 
specimens of the type of <late stamp used by 
Magistrates and Civil Commissioners in Cape 
Colony at this period; t.he figures of the stamp 
are considerably larger than those of the 
"1900" of the siege cancellation and, in addi­
tion, they only show the last two figures of the 
year. The arrangement of the date in them 
is, for example, 29 AU 99. 

Moreover, if it is assumed that the slug 
was one issued to the Magistrate's office from 
Cape Town, it still leaves unsolved the diffi­
culty which we raised in connection with the 
similar slug used in the Vryburg occupation 
cancellations, viz., "How did the slugs get 
into these two towns, if· they came from out-· 
side?" 

We are indebted to Dr. Freund for point­
ing out the difference between the "9's" of 
the Vryburg and the l\fafeking marks, viz., 
that in the former the foot of the "9" is 
curved up, but not in the latter. Also, that 
in forged Mafeking cancellations the "9" may 
have a curved up tail. These facts may be 
found to have some bearing on the question 
of the origin of these slugs; in the meantime 
,ve feel that their origin is still unexplained. 

Another point in Dr. Freund's note which 
we must query is his statement that the mili­
tary authorities destroyed the :Mafeking siege 
cancellation, immediately after the siege. We 
have three reasons for doubting the validity 
of this statement: -

(1) Why should they have done so P It was 
not made by them, nor was it their property. 
It belonged, with the possible exception of 
the "1900" slug, to the Cape Postal authori­
ties. That the telegraphist, l\fr. A. Thomas, 
may have removed the slug which is now in 
Dr. Freund's possession, ,ve do not question, 
but he did not do so immediately after the 
siege was raised. 

(2) We have specimens of covers posted in 
Mafeking on June 5th, .Tune 13th, and 
August 3rd all showing the "1900" slug in the 
cancellation. (The siege "·as raised on May 
17th.) The two June items are without stamps 
and are endorsed "Mail service suspended" 
in red ink, and both shO\v transit postmarks 
of Kimberley dated lU,. June. 

(3) We have speci":ms of the lfafeking 
C.G.H. cancellation with dates in 1900, 1901, 
190-3, and even as late as 1906. It is highly 
improbable that these marks come from a new 
date stamp made to replace the one supposed 

to have been destroyed after the siege, be­
cause in late 1900 a new type of rlate stamp 
came into use at Mafeking whieh had no 
C.G.H. in it. 

A. A. JURGENS. 
J. H. HARVEY PIRIE. 

+ 
BRITISH COLONIAL CHANGES 

Ascension. The 4d., ls., 2s. 6d., 5s. and 10s. 
have now appeared on thin white paper, perf. 
13 x 12¾. There is practically no change in 
their shades. 

Maurdius. We are informed by the Robert­
son Stamp Co. of Johannesburg that the 2c, 
5c, 10c and 12c were on sale in the colony in 
1944 perf. 15 x 14. According to "Gibbons' 
Stamp :Monthly" this unusual perforation is 
closely connected with S.G. Nos. 154-157 of 
Hong Kong and, like these, was probably 
printed in 1941 under emergency conditions 
on rough surfaced, thick paper resulting in 
poor, dull printing with prominent embossing 
on the backs. The supply now appears to be 
exhausted, its place being taken by stamps in 
the old perf. 14. 

Nyasaland. The 5s. has now appeared in 
very deep bright shades of blue and green. 

Swaziland. The new printings of all values 
have now been issued, perf. 13¼ x 14, although 
all are not actually on sale in the Protec­
torate as yet. The most marked changes in 
shades are in the ld. and 6d. 

BRAZIL 
Brazil has issued something unique in the 

way of postal stationery. 'This is a trans­
parent envelope for the transmission of paper 
money; it has printed on it in violet a Cr. 
$1.00 stamp, which has the figure "l" in­
clined to the left in such a manner that its 
shadow projected to the right forms with it a 
"V." At the foot of the stamp, in white, is 
an inscrintion signifying "For Victory buy 
War Bonds." 

Two more commemoratives have been issued, 
both of square diamond shape, in blue (the 
first light, the second dark) and of 40 ctvs. 
value. The first honours the centenary of the 
death of the statf'sman :Martim Franc. Rib. 
de Andrada, and shows his portrait; the 
second commemorates the centenary of the 
pacification of Rio Grande clo Sul and features 
a mePting of the military negotiations con­
cerned. 

Thanks to Dr. Mario de Sanctis for speci-
1nPHS. 

U.S.A. 
:\larch 3rd saw the issue of a Florida State 

commemorative, 3c bright purple. It marks 
the centenary of the State's admission to th~ 
Union. The central design is the State seal 
with map of the State and the wording "In 
God is our trust" ; to left and right are the 
dates 1845 and 1945. In the lower left sec­
tion are the gates of St. Augustine, the oldest 
standing fortification in the Union, dating 
back to Spanish times about 1638; lower right 
is the Capitol in Tallahassee, the capital of 
tho State. 
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COLLECTORS' WANTS AND OFFERS 
(IT'wopence per word per insertion 

Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used 
copies wanted. Particularly Edward 
and George. 'High prices willingly 
paid. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes­
burg. 

Trnnsvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarities wanted by 

A. E. Basden, Killarney, Brickhill Road, 
Durban. 

For Service, promptness and satisfac­
tion. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 
Phone 54-1692. 

SEYCHELLES 
From '"l'he Stamp Lover" it is gathered 

that this group of islands has five post offices, 
viz., Yictoria and Anse Royale on Mahe, the 
principal inland, Grande Anse and Bay St. 
Anne on Praslin Island, and La Digue on La 
Digue Island. ]'or a short period there was 
an office "Cascade," lying between the first 
two mentioned places; its postmark is a rarity 
and should be looked for on mails of about 25 
years ago, on K.E .. VII stamp, both single 
and multiple C.A. issues, and also on the 
K.G. V "Postage-postage" issue. 

with minimum of 2/- per insertion) 

Wanted. Airgraph Xmas greetings from 
various service units-any theatre of 
war. State price and description to 

G. N. Gilbe1-t, Box 15. Westminster. 

Wanted•: Transvaal, Natal, Cape, O.F.S., 
Bechuanaland, Gambia, St. Helena, 
Egypt, France. Pickied copies, rari­
ties and varieti,es, also 9,000 items 
for world collection up to 1933 issues. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

Wanted: Airstamps (Used) and airmail 
labels of all countries. 

Dr. C. L. L. Murray, Kuilsrivier, Cape. 

SO:\L\LIA 

According to "Stamp Collecting" some eight 
values of Italian Somaliland stamps, captured 
on the occupation of Mogadiscio, were over­
printed "British Occupation," but the Higher 
Command refused to sanction their use and 
they were ordered to be turned in for des­
truction. 'l'his is said to have been carried 
out at Addis Ababa, with the exception of 
about 24 sets, which were retained as souv­
enirs. The stamps, therefore, fall into the 
"prepared but not issued" class. 

WEEKLY STAMP 
AUCTION SALES 

EVERY 
THURSDAY 

12.45 - 2 p.m. 

CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 
Postal bids accepted • 

Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

JAMES MILDENHALL & COM·PANY 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

Corner RISS! K & MARSHALL STREETS (Opp. Escom House) 

JOHANNE.SBURG 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

70 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. June, 1945. 

MONTHLY 
PHILATELIC 

BULLETIN 
Each month The Windsor Stamp Co. pub­

lish THE WINDSOR MONTHLY PHILA­
TELIC BULLETIN, an attractive 12 page 
illustrated list. 

Contents include many offers of interesting 
stamps, including sections for Empire and 
F<?reign; New Issues ; Stamps for Investment; 
High values; Specimens; Accessories; Special 
offers and a Monthly Outstanding Bargain. 

No, we are not telling you any more as we 
wish you to obtain and judge the 1\1.P.B. for 
yourself, and, of course, as a subscriber have 
the exclusive offers each month of stamps in 
short supply at reasonable prices. 

Subscription 2s. 6d. for one year's snpply of 
12 issues, which please remit by British Postal 
Order. Specimen copy 3d. 

THE Wl 1NDSOR STAMP COMPANY 
UCKFIELD SUSSEX ENGLAND 

LI BEHATJON" STA)J PS 
l,u.1·e111b111·u has issued a set of four, as fol­

lmrn :-
6Oc. and lf. 40, ,yith an anciPnt galley and 

"Ho1nrnage a la Franc-<.'." 
2f. 50 and :H. ;j(), with fig11n• of lhitannia 

and "Thanks to Britannia." 
lf. 20 and lf. 80, ,Yith a snakc-kill0r and 

"CY A BA C.C.C. P ." 
4£. 20 and 4f. 80, with Anwrican Pagk and 

''Thanks to America." 
Jfornw is reported as about to havp a series 

of tlw contemporar,v stamps of India ovt•r­
printed for use in Bnrma as the c•iyil adminis­
tration takes over. 

'/'he l'hilippines are to hare new stamps, 
"·hieh have bl•en prepared in ,vashi11gto11. As 
a temporary rneasur0 Cl~rbrin earlier issm•s 
on.•rprinted ''\'ictory" han• hcc'n ('lllplo~·ed. 
Some of the~p OY('rprints \H'I'<' dorn' lo<'all~·, 
otlH'rs i11 "'asl1ingt,rn. · 

I AM PAYING HIGH PRICES FOR .I 
i: 
1' 

COMPLETE MINT AND USED SETS 

OF GEORGE V SILVER JUBILEE. 

S. PEIMER 
P.O. BOX 1217, DURBAN. 

Join 
THE INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE CLUB 

and build your collection cheaply with the help of over­
seas members. Membership costs only 4/6 per year, or 
three years 12/ _ and competitions offer free extensions. 
(Used stamps on or off cover accepted for fees by 

arrangement). 
Full particulars from: 

S. G. Walton, 252 St. John's Road, Canley Vale, 
N.S.W., Australia. 

JJeluium. Two sets arc reported from here; 
ono of at \!_east sixteen values printed by 
Waterlow & Sons figuring a largo V and the 
lion of Brabant; the others, probably printed 
in Belgium, feature King Leopold Ill, or the 
Belgian coat of arms ,rith a larg0 red V 
su perim pm,ecl. 

.J11aoslavia is stated to bo liaving a new 
issue printed in London, but no particulars 
arc yet available. , 

Czechoslovakia. 'l'he Czech Jlinistry oi' 
Economic Heconstruction, whilst still in Lon­
don, sent supplies to Kosice of a sPries of six 
stamps, figuring portraits of Czech soldiers 
and airmen who had died fighting ,rith vari­
ous allied forces on various fronts. These 
stamps were to be taken into use as tho 
eonntrv was liberatPd 

U-et;wn 11. British · authorities havo an-
nonnced that they are 8Pizing all stocks of 
German stamps showing Nazi features and aro 
destroying them. A1lGOT stamps printed in 
·washington will be employed. 1t is not clear 
,Yhf'tllC'r this procC'dnro applies to the whole 
of G<'nnan~· or only to British-occupied parts. 

m ......... ~:;·;·:~;:·;~ ..... :i .... ;~i~\!""!!~(~~;·;ij'!i"'~~i~·:~~~~ .... ::::: ......... l 
Selections of choice Mint or Used _ f\ 

AF'RICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., \!~ ·~· 
0n approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 
is.sues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD, 25 Westhill Rd.,London, S.W.18, England 
t2]1111111u1u111111111111111rr1111111111111111111uuuw-uu111111uuu•u11u11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111u1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111@ 
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I RUSSIAN COMMEMORATIVE 
STAMPS 

10th Anniv. of Stratosphere Heroes (3) . . 6/0 
25th Anniv. of All Union Lenin Young 

Com. League (5) .. .. . . .. .. .. 7/6 
75th Anniv. of Chaplygin (2) . . . . . . . . 2/9 

100th Anniv. of Krylov (2) . . . . . . . . 2/9 
20th Anniv. of Death of Lenin (7) .... 12/6 

100th Anniv. of Repin: (painter) (5) im-
perf. or perf. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8/0 

100th Anniv. of Rimsky-Korsakov (4) im~ 
per£. or perf. . . . . . . . . 

Heroic Cities ( 4) . . . . . . . . . . 
War Heroes (2) set . . . . . . . . . . 
War Heroes (3) set ......... · .. . 
War Heroes (5) set ........... . 
Air Mail 1944 (2) . • . . . . . . . . . . 
Orders of the Great Patriotic War, 1, 3 5 

10/6 
2/9 
2/9 
3/6 
3/0 
4/0 

10 Rouble . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 38/6 
Orders of the Great Patriotic War, 15, 20, 

30, 60 Kopek, perf. or imperf. . . 
Day of United Nations (2) . . . . • . . . 
Teheran Conference (2.) . . . . . . . . . . 

All sets complete, MINT ONLY. 
C.W.O. post free. 

V3 
7/6 
6/0 

B<'tter grade collections of nny country wanted 
to buy. 

R. OSBORNE 
58, Loveday Street, 

P.O. Box 6710, 
Phone 33-3989 

Johannesburg. 

RAHA W ALPUR AND J AS DAN 
Collectors of Indian .States may have to 

start two new pages in their albums. 
The first mentioned State has had "service" 

stamps from the beginning of this year for 
m;e on official correspondence within the Statfl 
boundaries. 'The stamps are six in number, 
·Ja to lr, pictorial in charaeter and wer0 
printed by De la Rue & Co. 

.J asclan, according to "Scott's ::\Ionthly 
,Journal," inaugurated a postal service on 
15th March, 1942. There are twelve post 
offices and the stamps, which were printed by 
.:\[essrs. L. V. Indap & Co., Bombay, are issuC'cl 
in booklets containing 200 stamps. 13,000 
(? stamps or booklets) are sai<l to havf' lH'<'ll 
printf'<l to <late. 

SWITZERLAND 
'rliere is to be a. charity issue in conn<'ction 

with th0 collection of 100 million Swiss fra1ws 
which the country is aiming at as a gift fol' 
war victims in neighbouring lands. 

According to "):Iekeel's We£'kl:v" this series 
will beat two records in Swiss postal history-­
~1ero will be a 3 fr. stamp with a surtax of 
7 ·fr., i.e., much more than has ever been 

,..s.·11arged previously and, secondly, this stamp 
,till surpass in size the largest Swiss stamp 
ever issued. 

GREENLAND 
"Stamps" reports the issue on 1st February 

of a new· set of nine pictorial stamps, values 
10 to 5 K. The stamps were engraved by tlw 
American Rank Note Co., anc1 no rnor<> tlrn11 
100,000 sf'ts wi11 bf' printecl. 

r---------------------7 
I SOCIETY NEWS 
'-------------------~--! 

EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
l't'esident, Mr. A. Watson; Hon. l:focretar·y, .Mr. 

S. F. Fowler, P.O. Box 168, East London. Meetino11, 
Colosseum Building, 2nd Fridays, 7 .45 p.m. 

There was n com])luatively small attendance at 'the 
meeting on the 11th May, owing to the inclement 
weather, only 13 members and five visitors braving the 
elements. Among the lattei· we were glad to welcome 
Mr. Ingham, of the Johannesburg Society, Mr. Turn­
bull, from Vereeniging, and a naval visitor, Lieut. 
McCallum. Two new memhel's were proposed and duly 
elected. 

As usual, a number of items of philatelic intereRt 
received during the past month were passed round fot· 
inspection. These included seve1·al much-travelled service 
envelopes, which bore many interesting postmarks. 

The evening's display was in the hands of Mr. Fowlet· 
who showed an extremely fine lot of mint recent issues 
in complete sets, among which were to be noted the 
Bahamas Landfalls, Hong Kong Centenaries, Al Busaid 
on India and many other varieties seldom seen. 

After the refreshmf'nt interval, a number of auction 
lots were submitted by Mr. Durkin, a goodly propor­
tion of which found llf'W owners. 

+ 
T.A.H. 

PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President, G. K. ForbeR; Hon Sec., Mr. Malcolm, 

P.O. 88; MeetillflN, Room 8, City Hall Basement, at 
7.45 p.m., 1st and 3rd Tuesdays. 

The first May meeting was as usual an auction and 
pocial evening, and ,vas enjoyed by all. The second was 
the annual general meeting and was held on 15th May 
with a large attendance. Mr. G. K. Forbes was in the 
chair. The retiring secretary read the yearly report, 
and said that over £200 had been given to War Funds 
from the sale of stamps, not counting the thousands 
sent to London and other centres to be sold for the 
relief of War Victims. We have 11 members still on 
active service, and sincerely hope they will soon hf' 
with us again. 

Then came the election of officers, and all werP re­
turned to office, except Mr. C. Sheffield who retired 
after· 21 years' service as Hon. Secretary and Treas­
urer. It was unanimously carried that he should be 
made a Life Member as a slight appreciation of his 
long and faithful service. We shall all miss him, hut 
hope he will be present at most of ou1· future gath­
erings. Mr·. Malcolm was chosen as the new secrf'tary 
and Mr. Sheffield r,romiRed him his full suvport. It 
was with pleasure we heard that Mr. A. S. Campbell 
had rescinded his resignation as it is probable that in 
the near future he will again reside in Port Elizabeth. 
It is doubtful whether we ,,,ould ever attain the services 
of a more capable Exchange Supe1intendant. . 

The syllabus was then drawn up for the following 
y.-,ar, and the meeting <"lOsf'd at 9.45 p.m. 

+ L.E.C. 

THE PHILATI<:LIC SOCIETY OF NATAL. 
l'rex1de11t. A. L. Bevis; H01i. Sec., G. Milner. 

Palmer. l'.0. nox 588, Durbitn; Meetin!J,'J, 1st and 
3rd \\'ellnesdays at London Assurance House. 319 
Smith :-ii rPPt ( in tlH' rooms of the Durban Camera 
Clnb, ton floo,•), 7.30 p.m. 

A 1rnrticularly fine evening was had by all at ou1· 
usual monthly meeting. 

At our ordinary May meeting the competition, which 
by the way is very much looked forward to, was under 
the direction of Mt·. A. 8. Maskell. In spite of the 
fact that he maintained that it was easy, it gave 
quite a lot of us a headache, and the writer and a 
few others did not even trouble to hand in their papers. 
This competition was won by Mr. P. C. Bishop. I wish 
I knew as much about my Catalogue as he does. 

Mr. W. H. Winde's notes are still proving of inter­
est, although he is getting a bit worried as one member 
has already brought fot· auction itf'ms which have been 
quoted by him, and to justify his notes he felt that 
he had to purchase these lots. All the info1·mation 
which is read by him is obtained from various J)hilatelic 
publications which h(• acknowledges. 

Mr. L. Lyle exhibited an unusual collection compris­
ing stnmps of Roynlty, 8hipR, Cnstlf's, Floweni, Animals 
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and Pictorials. Thesl' were "veil set out. and he inti­
mated that this collection had been got toµ:ethN in his 
~pare time. I always though that philatelists W('l'e 1wve1· 
up to date. 

The highlight of the evening was thr• 11re,wntation to 
Mr. Percy Bisho11 mad" hy Mr. Ly!(' on h('half of tiw 
Society. The occasion was Ml'. BiHhop·H k•aving for thi, 
olfl country for good at least h,~ says so. hut Wl' don't 
think so. Mi·. Percy Bi:-;hov is a Yery old and "steemed 
member of this Society, havin!-'" done much for us and 
for philately in general. \Ve wish him many happy days, 
and he· can be assured that we shall miss him. Mr. 
Percy \Villiams also said a few words re1.rnnling his 
old · friend, what a tower of 'ltrength he had been to 
philately through his -wonderful organising ability. 
With him go all our hPst wishes. 

+ W.H.W. 

CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, L. Simenhoff; Hon. Secretan-, S. Kngan­

:-;on. P.O. Box Hli3: Mc<>ti.ngs, 2nd and 4th Thurs.days 
at YorkshirP Ruilding-H, Strnnd St1•pet, at 7 .:10 p.m. 

ThurHday, 22nd M11rch: "Canada" was the i-iub.i,•d for 
display at this meeting at whid1 there was again a 
,~ood attendance of memhl•rs anrl visitors. Th,· rlisplay 
was given by the President. hut 11nfort111wtely h,, could 
not he present in person. Mr. Solomon sti1ted th11t Mr. 
Vallance waH better known for his "RhodeHimrn." hut 
1his collection of Canada was a "1ww love"; by th(• way 
it was exvanding it showed vromise of als,i h<'ing- an 
outstanding C'ollection in timP. 

After the mmal l:,usiness of thP r·\·1•11ing hnd been 
transacted, an auction took pbc<·. 

Thursday, 12th April: We ha<! a real tn•at at thiH 
meeting when Mr. G. K. ForbPR, 1)1'e8ident of thP Po,·t 
Elizabeth Soclety, gave us a dis11lay of thr, i-<tam])s of 
New.foundland and Brit~i.;h North Ameri<'a. 

The attendancl' waH large, and all expressi·d thei1· 
ap11reciation of being able to view such a fine collPction. 

The outstanding item was a complete !<hec•t of. the 
gc). green triangular stamp of Newfoundland, espeC'i­
ally interesting as it i:; HO closely related to 0111· own 
Cape Tl'iangulars. 

The Newfoundland collection was very nearly com-
11lete and the finest !-ihow of that ('Otmtry presented to 
this 'Society. 

Nova Scotia was also well reJH'esented, and very 
interesting here were the. Ill"OOfH, eolour tri.•1h;, nnd speei­
mens-a grand opo1ing to ari'y collection. 

The early issues of Canada were also fully repre­
sented. 

Mr. Jurgens, that old veteran of philatdy in the Cape, 
moved a very hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Forbes, re­
calling eal'ly days and associations. The vote was ·sec­
onded by Mr. Croxford, after which M1·. ·Forbes thanked 
all present fol" the very cordial reception he had re­
ceived. The usual auction brought to a close a must 
enjoyable evening. 

Thursday, 26th April: There \vnq again a good at­
tendance when Mr. B. L. Cock tabled "A Philatelic 
Medley." We were shown sheets C:eaiing with postal 
history, the printing of postage stamps, watermarks, 
etc., together with a few Jmg-es of the Geo. VI issues, 
Egyptian commemoi'atives, and va1·ieties of the large 
Union War Issue. 

In the remarks made aft(•1· the diHt,lay 1·ef<'l'l'n<'<' wm; 
made to the fact that one does not often find a family 
of collectors, but -hen• ,1·c ha<l hu,;hand, wife an<l son, 
all membe1·H of the :3ociPt.y. 

A numbi•r of new mf~mbe1·s \\'Pl'<• el(•C"it-d. and 'ih" 
pvening dosef~ with thP usual :iuction. 

Thursday, :lr<l May: On aecount of the holidays th.is 
month out· meeting was lirnught: forward a Wl'l'k, and 
this no douht. accounted for th(• smaller than usual 
attendance. Those who did nttend, however. we1·e well 
rewarded by a very intf'l·esting taJK and display hy 
Mr. L. Simenhoff of the "Occupational St.imps rJf 
S.W.A.'' 

The collection---the result of 20 years' work and 1•,.­
Hearch-'-was as com11lete as vossible, and must bf' 
undoubtedly the finest of its type. The opening sheets 
de1tlt. with the Military Postmarks ot 1914 and then 
covered in al:1habeticn l 01·der the various P .0. 's in 
S.W.A., including thP T.P.O.'-;. Mr. Siml•nhoff gave 
a very interesting talk on the various items displayed. 
and traced the history of th<' "Opcupationa ls" from 
1914. until replaced by the first ovenidnt of 1!12~. 

Thirty-Fourth Annual General. Mc>eting: This was held 
on the 1 iih May and then• waH a good attendance of 
members. Mr. \V. D. VallaHee, the Presi<lPnt. reviewed 
the past yeal''s . activities-a year of outstanrling i,uc­
cesHes in all spheres. 

Membership had increased and now stood at lGS, 
;1ttendance at the 24 meeting-s hPld aYeraged bdween 
45 and 50. and the <lisplay!< given by membcr:-1 had 
heen of a high Htandanl. Auction sales toti1llf'Cl .£180 
and this fig-ure does not indude the many itemH offerer! 
fol' Hale for Red Cross Ft.ml;;. ~ 

Jn the> Exchange Section, total sales reach('d U1e 
1•pc•onl fig-urn of £6X0. Donations to Red Crrn,H and 
\'Va1· Funds Wl'l'<: abo on a high l('vel, the sum of £42~ 
I.wing- realised. · 1 

Mr. Vallance paid special tribute to Mr. Camm·on 
and Mr. Kao:anson foi• their fine work in connection 
with this drive. In conclm,ion he thanked all the officers 
as well as all memberH for their support during- the 
year. 

After reports from the Hon. 'fl'easurer and the Hon. 
Exchange Superintendr:nt, c:tme the election of office­
bearet·s fot· the forthcoming year. 

M1·. Vallnnce, although JH·essed hy many memhNs, de­
dined renomination. HO Mr. L. Simenhoff w,1g Pkctl•d 
J'l'esident. 

The other offir·t-be1t1'.f'l"H (all re-elected) wcr(•: Vice­
PrPHident, M1·. Mumnwry; Hon. Sec., S. Kaganson: 
Hon. Treas., K. Camel'on; Hem. Exchan!:!'e Superinknd­
<'llt, H. L. Coek; Librarian. E. J. Croxford; (;eneral 
Committee, Mrn. Cock, and MeHsrs. K. Alexmule1·, ,J. 
v-,r. (;r<'gon-, and Comdr. C. E. D. Enoch; Press Corres­
pondent, B. L. Cock. 

Mr. L. Simenhuff. in taking- office, paid tribute to 
th,! excellent mHnne1· in which Mr. Vallance had car­
ried out the dutieH 0f President for the past yPar, Het­
ting- a stannard which would he difficult to maintain. 

The firnt rluty of the nuw President was a 1ilea~ant 
onp---that of electing Mr. K. Alexander as Hn Hon. 
L-ife Member. 

This WHS acclaimed hy nil aR there is no onP mol'e 
populal' than "Alec.'' It was agreed that a. ''Scholars' 
Evening" hP again inC'luded in the syllahuH, and the 
(·ommittee was instructed to make the> necPSHH l'Y ~1r­
n1ng-t•ments. A n\otion that the soeiety undertake a 
New Issue Se1·vice w:1s <h•feate1I. 

B.L.C. 
+ 

NYASALANV PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President, L. V. Booth; Hon. Sec., Mr. Anson; 

Meetings, ~nd MondayH, Tobacco Auction Rooms, Limbe, 
5 l/1

~:'he Avril meeting the Society decided to become 
a subscribe I' to the "S.A. Philatelist." A COIT('-,pondent " 
in Australia and another in New Ze~dand wii-shed to 
exchange stamps, and tw0 members undertook to get 
in communication with them. Mr. E. Bartlett, of Blan­
tyre, was elected a member. . 

A guessing competition was held a_s to thP values 
•md colours of the th1·ee new Australrnn st.imps, and 
Mr. Milne waR the winner. He also won a "quiz" nn 
the identification of six Htamps. 

The business ended ,vith :m auction of t<"n lot~ 0f 
stamps, from whi<"h the Society he1wfited by the 
,,mount of 4s. 10d. 

+ 
PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCTETY 

President, Lt.-Col. G. Lance Horne; lion. Secretary, 
H. A. Wager, P.O. Box 51.4; Jfectinr;s, 1st and 3rd 
Mondays, 8 p. m., Technical College. 

.May 7: Lt.-Col. Horne in the chair. 
Allan Cup Com11etition. There wer(• Sl'V(•n "Ill ri1•;;. 

MeHi,rs. Wl'ight, Wil-,cm (;oinm, Straehan. lfomimy. 
Bottomley and ·Wager. Tht, judging- was b~• popul;ll" 
vote, each member 11laeing the candidates- in order of 
merit.. Mr. ,J. Wil~on was awarded the cup and firnt 
prize for his original display of Philatelic Portraits 
and Major Ramsay the second prize for his attractive 
exhibit of Australia. The chairman, in presenting the 
awards, eommented on the excellence of the exhibit-,. 

Tro11hy Prize. Two compc>titors. Dr. Broom, who 
showed the result,; of his researches into the platinµ: of 
early Transvaa) stamps, ~nd Dr. Broughton, who shm,;~l 
a very extensive collect10n of Postmarks on Turktsl<l 
stamps. The judges, Messrs. Obermeyer, Hawke and 
Wright considered both exhibits of equal merit and a ... 
Certificate of Merit was• awarded to each. 

May 2.1: Dr. Broughton in the chair. Mr. Hawke l't'ad 
an article on Post-War Philately. 

In the absence of Mr. :F. C. Ferg-m;on his J>ap<'r 
was read by Mr. Rnvl'nScl'Oft. It was on 1,hilatelic item.:: 
of interest. He gave an account of how letters we,·e 
diHtrihuted from Craig Harbour, a 110,;t. office• about 

( Conclurled on pag-f' 63). 
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SAFETY FIRST 
y OU'VE often seen the railwayman 

who taps each wheel as the train 
passes, but did you know exactly why 
he does it ? 

His job is to make railway travel safe 
for you. If the metal tyre of the wheel 
rings true to his expert ear, there's no 
flaw that might cause an accident. At 
check points all over the Country the 
wheels of trains are being tested day and 
night-a small but vital part of a great 
and efficient system designed to ensure 
safety on the Railways. 

The demands of wartime have strained 
men and materials almost to the limit; 
traffic has increased to record proportions, 
but the daily routine work of the Railways 
goes on ... and on. Despite every im­
aginable difficulty, the aim is to carry 
passengers and goods safely and 
punctually. 

South African Railways 

i II 

* Published by the Philat.elic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Di■tributora: Central New■ ~nc:,, 
9jl Ltd., Jobanneabur~ Printed by Maa-azine Preu (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harri■on Street, Johanneeburr 
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Confident 
when 

Buying and Selling 
This very grateful tribute to the quality of the 

service· provided by Harmer's Bond Street Stamp 
Auctions is but one of the many hundreds of 
compliments that we receive each season. 

The success of Harmer's Bond Street Stamp 
Auctions is, the· fruit of more than 50 years' con­
sistent effort to provide a perfect service and 
complete satisfaction for Vendor and for Buyer. 

Ev-ery feature of every sale at Harmer's of 
Bond Street is handled by experts----men whose wide 
experience· enables them to reveal those little extra 
points, of a stamp that enable the distant Buyer to 
bid confidently and in complete security, and ensure 
for the Vendor a fair price for his stamps. 

That is why almost all the great collections are placed 
with Harmer's of Bond Street for dispersal-why more than 
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United 
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond 
Street Stamp Auctions-why Harmer's have a larger turn­
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer. 

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of 
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues. 
Our brochure "Selling Stamps at Auction" also is free to 
prospective Vendors. 

:H. R. HARMER 
The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS. 

39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1, 
ENGLAND. 

Cables: "HARMER'S BOND STREET LONDON." 
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ONION AND 8.W.A. NOTES 
Flaws on Postcard Stamps. · 

Mr. R. E. J. Currell notes flaws on recently 
issued ld. pictorial postcards. One, with a 
view of Kaimaan's Falls, Wilderness, has red 
bar extending from the right side (as you look 
at it) of the ship diagonally upy~rards t_o the 
edge of the vignette; the other, with a picture 
of two bushbuck in the Kruger Park has a 
white "full moon" behind the top of the main­
mast. 
New Type of Meter Post. 

Mr. E. G. Powell notes the appearance 
( earliest date seen 30-1-45) of a n~w type of 
meter post stamp. The key letter is: H. Fur­
ther details, ,~e hope, next month. 
Bantam .Margins. . 

The 2d. has now come out with 240's in t_he 
vertical margins · two types, a dark shade with 
10 sets of figur~s (none opposi~e the centra~ 
arrow) and a light shade with 11 sets of 
figures. 

3d. Minor Variety. Mr. J. N. Sharp report~ a 
pale shade of the 3cl. (S.G. No. 59) in which 
the lines in the scrolls over the figures of value 
are very indistinct. t 

S.W.A. Mr. Nockler notes that the Hd. has 
the same type of overprint which_ was re­
ported in our May issue as appearing newly 
on the ld. and 6d. 

He also reports that the ld .. bantam with 
overprint has appeared locally with the purple 
marginal imprint. 

The Robertson Stamp Co. records the 2d. 
ancl 6d. Postage Dues with figures of value 
brownish instead of black. 

CORRECTIONS 
(1) In Mr. A. Hilton Sydow's Ta1:ticle _in ou_r 

issue of February, 1944, on tl:e Umon air mail 
stamps, near the top_ of p. lt>, second colu~m, 
where it says "(8) Prmted stamps (2 denomma­
tions); Planographic; Positive," _read "Typo­
graphic" in lieu of "Plan0Israph1c." . Thanks 
to l\L'r. S. G. Rich for clrawmg attent10n. 

(2) In the same writer's arti_cle on booklet 
stamps in our last (June, 1945) issue there arc 
two small mistakes : 

(a) On p. 66, second column, nineteen lines 
from the bottom, "Example 4" should read 
"Example B." 

(b) On p. 67, first column, in the two dia­
grams of the booklet covers there should not be 
a hyphen in "ZUID AFRIKA." 

+ + + 
TRISTAN DA CUNHA 

This lonely island is once more in the news, 
certain information about it having appeared 
in the public press. It cannot yet be said, 
however, to be quite on the philatelic map. 
For the greater part of the war period the 
island has been occupied by and under the con­
trol of the Royal Navy, and since 1941 there 
has been a meteorological station in operation 
which was set up by S. African sappers and 
has since starting been worked by a small 
detachment of the S.A. Air Force, Meteoro­
logical Section. Their daily weather reports 
have been found so useful for long-range 
weather forecasting in the Union that the 
station is practically certain to be kept in 
operation, and even other island stations are 
now under consideration. 

Postally the island has probably been better 
served during the war period than it ever was 
before, but records of this service are going to 
be hard to identify. The civil "post mark" 
of Tristan was not allowed to be used, and 
letters coming from the island merely showed 
a mark such as appears on mail from any R.N. 
ships. This applies both to letters from ser­
vice personnel and from the islanders ; the only 
difference being that the latter had sometimes 
(? perhaps always) a manuscript endorsement 
"Civilian Mail." 

Letters going to the island even did not bear 
its name. It had a special naval designation, 
which was changed at least once, but these 
"securitv names" have not vet been made 
public. . . 

Join 
THE INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE CLUB 

and build your collection cheaply with the help of over­
seas members. Membership costs only 4/6 per year, or 
three years 12/ _ and competitions offer free extensions. 
(Used stamps on or off cover accepted for fees by 

arrangement). 
Full particulars from: 

S: G. Walton, 252 St. John's Road, Canley Vale, 
N.S.W., Australia. 
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8OME SWISS AND FRENCH NOTES 

[The following notes have been sent by the 
Rev. A. Brutsch-Du Pasquier of the Cana 
l\iis~ion, Mamathes, Basutoland, through the 
medium of Mr. A. Lichtenstein of Bloemfon­
tein.-Ed. J 
Switzerland. 

The ~943 "postal centennary" stamp (re­
product10n of the 4 and 6 Rappen, Zurich, 
1843) had a special cancellation in red, in the 
shape of the old postmark, inscribed all-round 
100 J ahre Schweiz, Postmarken Zurich, date 
in centre between Swiss cross (top) and Post­
horn (bottom). I don't know how long the 
postmark was used. The cover I have got 
bears the date 7.III.43. 

In September, 1943, there was a national 
philatelic exhibition in Geneva. This had a 
special red postmark with fancy border, in­
scribed all round "Exposition philatelique 
nationale Geneve": date between initials 
GEPH (top) and Swiss cross (bottom). 

Further, a special miniature sheet was 
issued, reproduction of the "double de 
Geneve," 1843, with dates 1843, 1943 on each 
stamp, and also above both with posthorn be­
tween. The stamps are green on grey-green 
miniature sheet with white border. The sheet 
is printed with a scale-like pattern. On top, 
ribbon with dates and posthorn, as on stamp; 
bottom, initials GEPH; on three sides, in 
French (bottom), German (left), Italian (right) 
inscription reading "Le centenaire des timbres­
poste-Suisses," etc. Face value 5c + 5c. sold 
at 3 f. to the benefit of the Swiss Red Cross. 

1944-the following stamps have been 
issued:-

(1) Jubile Olympique: three values: 10c 
yellow, 20c purple, 30c blue. Validity still 
unknown (put on sale 15th June). · (2) Fete 
nationale: four values, instead of two as 
usually (except 1938-39, one only and 1940, 
four). 

(3) Set commemorating 25 years Swiss air 
post. Different types of commercial aircraft 
used in Switzerland. I only know three values, 
20c. inscribed in Italian 1919 Posta Aerea 
.Suizzera 1944; 30c, 1919 Paste Aerienne Suisse 
H)44, and 1.50, 1919 Zurich-Geneve-Zurich 
1944 (in ribbon); above ribbon 20.9.1944 (I 
think there has been a special flight), colour 
of the 1.50, grey (on buff? centre only, not 
paper), 1919 and 1944 in red; Swiss shield in 
right corner (bottom). Put on sale on 1.IX.44; 
validity until 31.V.45 only. 

(4) Pharity set: four values as usually; 
10c, 20c and 30c ; flowers as 1943 issue (but 
different); 5c portrait of Numa Droz, former 
President of the Swiss Confederation, born in 
1844. The colour of the 5c is a different shade 
of green than usually. 

On February 17th of this year I got a very 
interesting cover. Letter sent by air mail 
with the following stamps: 90c ord. 2-air 
mail; and bloc of 4 of the 10+ 10 National 
Feast, with wrong date on postmark 19.lX.43. 
I think this is a very rare curiosity. 
France. 

On December 27th, 1943, I got a letter from 
Corsica with the following stamps: 50c (old 
type), Algeria reissued (Vichy), without R.F.; 

4.-blue Algeria (Vichy), arms design, and 
4.50 grey (type Marianne of Algeria, but in­
scribed POSTES only instead of Postes AL­
GERIE). 

Recently I got a cover (letter sent 2.XII.44, 
from Paris) with the following stamps: 50c 
Mercur~ type, blue-green, inscribed (top) Pastes 
Fra~<;a1s~s, . instead of Republique Frarn;aises. 
No mscnpt10n at bottom, and 4fr. Iris type 
of 1939-40 inscribed Postes (on top) and Repub­
lique Fran~aises (bottom). The early issue 
was only for the values 80c to 1.50. May be 
the stamp was prepared before the Armistice, 
but 1,1ot issued by the Vichy Government. 

AUCTION REALISATIONS 

We have received from Messrs. H. R. Har­
mer, their 19th Annual Resume. This con­
tains numerous notes of interest to collectors 
and also contains a resume of prices realised 
at their Stamp Auctions held in London and 
New York for the season 1943-44. The fol­
lowing are some of the prices realised : -

Basutoland, 6d. Official, used, £60. 
Bechuanaland, 1887, £5 O.G., £19. 
Cape of Good Hope, 1855-58, 6d. Slate 

Lilac S.G. 7 (unused with enormous mar­
gins all round), £20. 

Cape of Good Hope, 1855-58, ls., bright 
yellow-~reen (S.G. 8) (superb used), £23. 
A used block of four of similar stamps, 
£40. 

Cape of Good Hope, 1855-58, ls., deep dark 
green (S.G. 8a), a block of 8 with large 
margins, £ll0. 

Cape of Good Hope Woodblock ls., carmine, 
used (8.G. 13a) (slight thinning), £40. 

Cape of Good Hope Id., deep carmine-red 
(S.G. 18), block of 8 with large margins, 
£44. 

Egypt, Birthday £1 (S.G. 295), a mint ver­
tical strip of 3, £27 10s. 

Egypt, Port Quad Set (S.G. 185-188), all 
O.G., £39. 

Great Britain Silver Jubilee 2½d. Prussian 
Blue, marginal unmounted mint copy, £45. 

St. Helena, 1934 Cent(;lnary Set in mint 
blocks of 4, £57 10s . 

Sierra Leone: 1933 Wilberforce Set used 
on pieces, £50. • 

South Africa, 1926, ½d. black and green, 
a superb O.G. tete-beche paid (S.G. 30a), 
£45. 

WA,NTTO BUY 
Cash or Exchange 

Per 12, 100, 1,000 and more, regular supplies 
of sets and singles from Basutoland, Bechuana­
land, Northern Rhodesia, Nyasaland, Swaziland, 

S.W. Africa and others. 

Send offers by air, do not send stamps until I 
send Import Number. 

B. SAVITZ 
13 Adbolton Avenue, Gedling, Nottingham, 

England. 

Member B.P.A. London Member P.T.S. London. 
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i 
N1EW A,ND RECENT ARRIVALS 

FREE FRENCH ETC. 
26 F.F. India 1940, mint, Prov. . . . . 
43 F.F. India 1944, Cross of Lorrain'e 
27 F.F. India Wallis & Futuna, Prov. 
14 F.F. Colonies 1944 Red Cross cpl. 
5 France, Committee of Liberation .. 
4 Poland' Montecassino cpl. .• 

EMPIRE 
1 India 1926, 15 Rupees (218) used 
6 Bahawalpur 1945, la. to 1 R. mint 

16 Idar State, 1945, ½a.-4 as. mint 
in booklet sheets of four . . . . . . 

13 Nepal 1907-1935, 2 pice-1 rupee, 
used .................. . 

3 Egypt 1925 Geographical cpl. used 
17 Australia 1937/44, ½d. to 5s. fine 

used . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 

STAMP HINGES 

£Z 12 
£6 10 
£4 10 
£2 15 
£1 7 
£1 2 

17 
8 

5 

7 
£1 15 

6 
0 
0 
0 
6 
6 

6 
6 

0 

6 
0 

6 

Small size (English) at ls. 6d.: large size 
(U.S.A.) at 2s. 

Gibbons 1945 Empire Catalogue expected daily. 

• Nett, c.w.o., post free 

A. LICHTE,NSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 
s ............................................ ,,,,,,,,,,,, ........ ,,,,,,,,,,,, ....... , .. ,,.,a 

PHANTOM STAMPS 
Has any South African reader got a copy of 

F. J. :Melville's book "Phantom Stamps"? The 
Editor would appreciate a loan of it. 

MONTHLY 
PHILATELIC 

BULLETIN 
Each month The Windsor Stamp Co. pub­

lish THE WINDSOR MONTHLY PHILA­
TELIC BULLETIN, an attractive 12 page 
illustrated list. 

Contents include many offers of interesting 
stamps, including sections for Empire and 
Foreign; New Issues; Stamps for Investment; 
High values ; Specimens ; Accessories ; Special 
offers and a Monthly Outstanding Bargain. 

No, we are not telling you any more as we 
· :wfsh you to obtain and judge the M.P.B. for 
yourself, and, of course, as a subscriber have 
the . exclusive .offers each month of stamps in· 
short supply at reasonable prices. 

S_ubscriptio~ 2s. 6d. for one year's supply of 
12 issues, which please remit by British Postal 
Order. Specimen copy 3d. 

THE Wl1NDSOR STAMP COMPANY 
UCKF~LD SUSSEX ENGLAND 

f
-----------------------·····•-1 

CORRESPONDENCE j 
·········---------......... -···------
The Editor, 

"South African Philatelist." 
MAFEKING S.G. UC. 

Sir,-Once more we are indebted to Dr. 
Freund for a valuable contribution to our 
philatelic knowledge. 

His explanation of the setting of the double 
surcharges, one inverted, on Mafeking No. UU 
is I think sound and unassailable. 

But there is a matter arising out of his 
article which has been in my mind for some 
time and which I think might well be discussed 
and ventilated. It is whether these "errors" 
are genuine or deliberate. 

Dr. Freund comments on the paucity of 
errors in the Mafeking surcharges. On the 
contrary one may · express surprise at their 
numbf'r. Seven errors in a total of fifteen 
issues (nearly fifty per cent.) can hardly be 
dc>seribed as a few. 

I cannot agree with Dr. Freund that there 
.was hardly any thought for stamp speculation 
then because there were advertisements in the 
"1fafeking Siege Mail" from would-be pur­
chasers and also for the reason immediately 
below. 

The late siege postmaster was evidently a 
philatelist, and seeing that the. bulk of these 
errors come from his collection or accumulation 
it is hardly uncharitable to come to the con­
clusion either that the errors were deliberate 
and/ or that he took advantage of his position 
to remove them before sale to the public. 

I can help Dr. Freund to locate Copy No. 1; 
I bought it and it is now in the British Museum 
Collection. 

Yours, etc., 
EDWARD MOSELY. ......................... ........_ ...... 

. AUSTRALIA 
Duke of Gloucester Commemora-

tive set 3 mint complete (Blocks 
pro rata ......... . 

Corner blocks . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Imprint blocks . . . . . . . . . . . . 

NEW ZEALAND 
1940 Centenary set complete used 

,, overprinted official 

BENONI STAMP SHOP 

1/6 
7/6 

10/0 

20/0 
11/6 

P.O. Box 485, 
TRANSVAAL, 

Benoni, 
SOUTH AFRICA. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Always Wanted: Stamps of all colonies 

and countries. Singles, sets and in bulk 
on or off pa per. 

Always Availabl-e: Approvals, new is­
sues, etc., against cash or references. 

Geo. F. Rowe, 11 Barmouth Road, Lon­
don S.W.18. 
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..-.------------......--------·· 
-.. ., 

iEAST AF~ICAN A'RMY P.O. 
AND (1ENSO~ MARKS 

~----------■------·····----~ 
ARMY P.O. MARKS 

Little information has been published about 
this group of postmarks since the beginning 
of 1942, when Mr. Tuns~all gav~ som~ addi­
tions to the illustrated list published m our 
issue of August, 1941. Since then a few 
more additions have come our way, but as 
few, if any, more seem likely to come, the 
time appears appropriate for a short sum­
mary of the data available up-to-date. Per­
haps some of these P.O's are now functioning 
as ifar afield as Burma but the recording of 
these will have to be done by others who have 
access to the material. 

The first five of the following types appear 
to have been early or temporary marks used 
mainly before the standard or permanent type 
(No. 6) was introduced. (The letters in 
brackets after the numbers refer to the types 
as they were given in the August, 1941 article 
referred to above): 

1. (d) Is stated by Mr. Tunstall to have 
been used as early as 1939; it has been seen 
dated as late as 30/6/41. All.marks in black. 

1 (d) 2 (a) 

2. (a) Seen with dates ranging from 
18 / 3 / 40 to 31 /1 / 41. All in black. 

3. (b) According to Mr. Tunstall there are 
only Nos. 1 and 2. Dates seen 28/10/40 to 
7 I 1 / 41. All in black. 

3 (b) 4 (c) 

4. (c) Nos. 3, 4, 6 and 8 known, all Nairobi 
There is also a Nairobi one with "Base, re­
gistered" in place of a number· tbis auoears 

to have been used in A.P.O. No. 2 (Type 6). 
There may have been a No. 9 but its exis­
tence is not definitely confirmed and no con- , 
£rmation has come forward of this type with 
Mombasa in place of Nairobi. Dates 16 / 11 / 40 
to 28 / 1 / 41. All in violet, but No. 6 also 
seen in black. 

5. (e) Only No. 8 has been recorded, with 
date 1/2/41, in violet. 

(5 (e) 6 (f) 

6. (f) The definitive type. Earliest dates 
seen are No. 55 of 15/2/41 and No. 2 of 
20 / 2 / 41. N um hers recorded are 2 20 51 52 
53 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 69 
71 74 75 83 84 85 86 88 and 89. All marks in 
black with the exception of No. 57 in slate­
blue (only one specimen seen). Locations at 
one time or another : No. 2, Nairobi; No. 52, 
N. Rhodesia; Nos. 53, 59 and 64, Madagascar. 

Two other marks may be mentioned, one 
specimen of each having been seen: (a) A 
double circle mark, outer circle double-lined 
40 mm. in diameter; wording between the 
circles is "ARMY 8IGNALS/E.A.F." Date 
in one line across the centre, 6 SEP 1941. 
(b) Possibly an East African mark, a double 
circle, outer one 32 mm. in diameter; ap­
parently no wording between the circles, 
merely a cross at the bottom. Date in the 
centre between chords, in two lines, 4 JUN 
41/8 a.m. 

CENSOR MARKS 
Following is a list of Censor marks seen on 

correspondence from East Africa, mostly dur­
ing the years 1940-43. The first half-dozen 
or so are approximately in the order of fre­
quency of occurrence in the material which 
has been accessible; of the others only one or 
two of each have been seen. From the word­
ing of the marks it will be seen that some 
obviously belong to the East African Forces, 
some to South African, etc. ; others give no 
definite clue as to the force to which they be­
long, all that can be said is that they were 
in use in East Africa. Even the term "East 
Africa is delightfully vague. It might in­
clude anything from Tanganyika in the south 
to Eritrea in the riorth, and from Zanzibar 
or Somaliland in the east to Uganda or tm: 
Sudan in the west. 

1. A frame of this shape-

BY MILITARY 
C .----------. I"\ 

~ No: 165 ~ 
0. ~ 
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Several sizes, but running around 40 x 20 mm. 
''Passed/ by military/ Censor'' in the frame, 
a number in the enclave with, usually but not 
always, a signature below it. In washed-out 
~ violet or grey-black, violet, purple, reel · or 

blue. · 
2. Like No. 1, but with the enclave closed 

~in below and divided horizontally into two 
compartments. A number in the upper com~ 
partment and, usually, a signature in the 
lower one. In violet. 

Nos. 1 and 2 sometimes are accompanied by 
an additional mark in the form of a rectangle 
18 x 15 m.m. with the wording "O.H.M.S. / 
No. (same number as the Censor's)/ Military/ 
Franked." This mark may also be found 
alone without a Censor mark. 

3. Rectangle about 40 x 20 mm. with 
"Passed by Censor/.M.F.F. No. 353 U.D.F./ 
Goedgekeur deur /Sensor.'' In violet, purple 
or black. Many different numbers seen. 

4. Rectangle about 60 x 25 mm. with 
"Passed by Base Censor/ E.A. No. . . . . / 
Deur Hoof sensor Goedgekeur.'' In red. 

5. Like No. 1 but with "E.A." above the 
number. In violet or blue. 

6. Rectangle about 60 x 22 mm. with 
"Passed by Sub Base Censor/E.A. No .... / 
Deur Onder Hoofsensor /Goedgekeur." In red. 

7. Like No. 2 but with "And Postal Frank" 
in the lower compartment. In grey-black. 

8. Double rectangle, outer one about 45 x 
• 23 mm. "Passed/by Military/Censor/ E.A. 

Forces'' between the lines. A number in the 
centre. In purple or violet. 

9. A rectangle 55 x 15 mm. with "Passed 
by Base Oensor/E.A. No .... " In red or 

violet. 
10. On Officer's signature in manuscript 

only. 
11. A square of about 29 mm. with "(Eagle) 

/R.A.F. /Censor/ (Number.)" In grey-black, 
purple or violet. 

12. Similar wording to No. 11, but inside a 
hexagon. In violet. 

13. A circle 29 mm. in diameter with "Unit 
Censor/ India" inside the circumference and 
"Y 2" in the centre. In violet. This mark 
was on a cover franked with mixed British 
and Kenya stamps, and there was also a cen­
sor's mark of Type 9. 

14. A rectangle about 55 x 37 mm. with 
"Deputy Chief Field/Censor /Received from 
A.P.O./3 Jun 3/Returned to A.P.O./4 JUN.'' 
All in red except the last date which is in 
purple. 

15. A double-lined circle of 44 mm. diam. 
with "Deputy Chief Field/ Censor/ Received 
from A.P.O./11-12-1943/Returned to A.P.0./ 
12 DEC 1943." In violet. This mark is on 
a cover with the original postmark E.A. 
Type 6, No. 51; there is a previous censor's 
mark of E.A. type 5, No. 1 / 46, and the cover 
is backstamped with an E.A. Type 6 mark, 
No. 2 of date 12-XII-43. 

Censor's Seal. 
Only one seen. White paper about 90 x 27 

mm. with "Opened by Base Censor" printed 
on it in black. Tied to the cover by a censor's 
mark of Type 9 above. 

Any additions to these lists of East Afri­
can postmarks and Censor's marks will gladly 
be recorded. 

J. H. HARVEY PIRIE. 
\. ,-----------------------------------------

WEEKLY STAMP 
AUCTION SALES 
CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 

Posta/ bids accepted 

EVERY 
THURSDAY 

12.45-2 p.m. 

• 
Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

JAMES M,ILDENHALL & COMPANY 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

Corner RISSIK & MARSHALL STREETS (Opp. Escom House) 

JOHANNESBURG 
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A VICTORY CANCELLATION 
Britain was well to the fore with a Victory 

cancellation-a V · superimposed on two swing­
ing bells of triumph and the wavy lines of the 
canceller showing the V in morse, ... -. First 
information, from the Windsor Stamp Co., in­
dicated 10 May as "first day," but later news 
·shows that at some places it was used on 
V-E Day, 8 May. 

S. RHODESIA-COLOURED 
POS'TMARK 

Mr. J. F. Davidson, Bulawayo, reports that 
for several months the postmark of the 
Filabusi P.O. (a· double circle mark with 
"Filabusi / S. Rhodesia" and the date across 
the centre jn one line) has been in purple ink, 
both cancelling stamps and as a back-stamp. 
Suspicion has been aroused among Rhodesian 
collectors that it might be a fiscal cancella­
tion. 

It is perfectly genuine and used by the post­
master because his stock of black ink was so 
bad that it would not give proper impressions. 
Before starting to use it he got in touch with 
headquarters and was informed that there 
were no regulations forbidding the use of 
purple ink. 

BELGIAN CONGO 
The latest Bulletin of the Cercle Philatelique 

de Leopoldville is full of troubles over matters 
such as the increase in the issue of the special 
Red Cross issue, with its tremendous overcharge 
for the Society, and the special sale of stamps 
for the benefit of leftist funds. Such troubles, 
we fear, are almost inevitable when stamps are 
issued for other than purely postal purposes, 
and it is not for the good of philately to have 
such issues. 

There is also recorded the purchase in Jo­
hannesburg of French Equatorial stamps with 
forged surcharges ; the source of these, how­
ever, appears to have been traced to Eliza­
bethville, but not, so far, to any definite indi­
vidual. 

Forged inverted Ruanda-Urundi overprints 
are also recorded and described. 

RECENT BRITISH COLONIAL 
PERFORATIONS 

In the "Philatelic ,l\fagazine" of 20th April, 
l\fr. A. H. Harris gives a simple account of 
perforation changes in war time stamps. He 
adopts a half-millimeter as the normal limit 
of differentiation, separates the stamps accord­
ing to their printers, and, when stamps in a 
set differ in shape, lists the short-side perfora­
tion first. 

Four private firms and three Government 
Departments have shared in the production of 
K.G. VI stamps, but only in the case of 
l\fessrs. W aterlow & Sons and )[essrs. De La 
Rue & Co., have perforation varieties been in­
troduced (due to enemy action upsetting the 
consistency of their machines). 

Of Waterlow's productions certain stamps 
of the following countries show varieties : -
Br. Guiana, Cayman Is., Grenada, Jamaica 
and St. Lucia. 

Of De La Rue's there are again certain 
stamps of Barbados, Gibraltar, Cayman Is., 
Ceylon, Hong Kong, Kenya, Montserrat and 
Sudan. 

The Sudan are the· rarest (3 p on 3½ p, 3 p · 
on 7½ p and 5 p on 10 p) which occur either as 
11½ x 12½ or as 14. The Kenya stamps are the 
most confusing ; Mr. Harris gives the follow 1

• 

ing list but admits the. possibility of there 
being others : -

13 x 11 ½ : 5c 10c, 50c, ls., 3s. 
13 : le, 15c, 20c, 30c, 3s., 5s. 
13 x 13½: le, 15c, 20c, 30c, 2s., 5s., 10s. 
14: 10c, 20c, 30c, 2s., 5s., 10s., £1. 

SOMALIA-M.E.F. AND E.A.F. 
"Stamp Collecting" clears up some of the 

darkness which has prevailed as to the postal 
services of Italian Somaliland since its occu­
pation: 

The veto on overprinted Italian Somaliland 
stamps after the occupation of Mogadishu (or 
Mogadiscio) early in 1941 left the territory 
without either stamps or a postal service other 
than the A.P.O's of the occupying forces. 

A civil postal service was instituted on 13th 
April, 1942, with five post offices operating; 
the stamps supplied were British stamps over­
printed M.E.F. (first London printing), five 
values: ld., 2d., 2½d., 3d. and 5d., retailed in 
E. African currency at 9c, 17c, 21c, 25c and 
42c respectively. 

These were in use till 14.1.43 when existing 
stocks were 01:dered to be returned to the 
British P.M.G., and on the following ,dav a 
new series of British stamps overprinted E.A.F. 
were put in use. These, with their equivalent 
local price were: ld. (10c), 2d. (20c), 2½d. 
(25c), 3d. (30c), 5d. (40c), 6d. (50c), 9d. (75c), 
and ls. (100c). 

This set is still in use, the postmarks are 
those of the former Italian administration or 
occasionally, E.A. A.P.O's (esp~ciallv No. 74) 
which appear still to be functioning ·there. 

NEW REPUBLIC AND NATAL 
In his article on "South African Com­

bination Covers" published in our issues of 
January and February, 1943, Mr. A. E. 
Basden states that Transvaal and Natal 
stamps could be purchased in New Republic 
post offices for prepayment of letters proceed­
mg beyond the border. He records four speci­
mens of covers with New Republic and Trans­
vaal stamps, but none with Natal stamps. It 
may be noted that in a recent Postal History 
auctiol'}, Messrs .. Robson Lowe_, Ltd., put up 
two pieces showmg the combmation of New 
Republic stamps with those of Natal. 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
The press reports that owing to the shortage 

of penny stamps in Guernsev in December · ' 
1940, the Germans ordered t,rnpennv stamp~ 
to be cut in half. They tried to corner the 
supply of bisects but the islanders ·were too 
clever for them. Specimens genuinely used by 
the_ inhabitants are now fetching £5 or more, 
whilst the German "racket" specimens are 

' going at about £2. 
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( Concluded from page 84) 
During the evening Mr. J. Robertson notified the 

members of some items of interesting philatelic news. 
A new Gibbons' Empire catalogue was expected to 
arrive in South Africa within a month. The Belgian 
Congo Red Cross issue had been so much oversub­
scribed that no applicant had received more than three 
sets. 

An auction for war funds realised the sum of .£2 9s. 
An amendment to the Constitution of the Society was 

passed by the necessary two-thirds majority. This 
amendment was to increase by a small amount the 
subscriptions payable by members. As all members 
obtain a copy of the "S.A. Philatelist" monthly, which 
is paid for by the Society, they still get very good 
value for their subscriptions. 

+ 
NEWFOUNDLAND 

I.I. 

The following extract from "The Stamp 
Lover" of January-February, 1945, should be 
of interest to collectors of Newfoundland 
stamps:-

"Writing in "Meekel's ,v eekly Stamp 
News," Hubert Lyman Clark discloses that 
he was offered recently some blocks of early 
Newfoundland stamps genuinely used in 1944. 
A letter of enquiry to the Postmaster of St. 
Johns elicited this reply : "I beg to acknow­
ledge your letter of September 5th, 1944, 
with reference to some unused copies of our 
postage stamp issue of 1862. I wish to advise, 
provided these items are not cancelled and not 
mutilated to any great extent, they are ac­
ceptable as franking at their face value." 

"This information may cause a flurry in the 
dovecots, because all values of the 1861-62 
series are priced in the catalogues at substan­
tially more in used condition than unused. 
However, there should be no difficulty in dis­
tinguishing between the old-time postmarks (to 
which the catalogue prices refer) and the 
modern ones. Another point of interest is 
that the face value of the 1861-62 series is in 
shilling and pence, whereas the present cur­
rency is cents and dollars. A prevalence of 
headaches among postal clerks can be visu­
alised if many of the early issues are used on 
correspondence.'' 

The "tip" in the above article as to the 
postmarks on used specimens applies equally 
to those issues of Union stamps (none of which 
are demonitized although all pre-Union 
issues are), where the used are priced more 
than unused, particularly in the airmails and 
the ,Jubilees. The date in the postmark is of 
particular importance. 

E. BLUM 
P.O. BOX 1669 CAPE TOWN 

reoommends his services to Dealers and Collectors 

alike for Selling and B'llying stamps from all 

countries. Price List now ready and can be sent 

to applicants free on demand. Collection• and 

Accumulations bought for 1pot cash. Hi1rhest 

prices paid. Established in South Africa 11ince 

1930. First class references, 
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A SAN FRANCISCO STAMP 
The U.S.A. Postmaster-General announced 

on 10th April that a special stamp would be 
issued on 25th April in honour of the opening 
on that day of the United Nations Conference 
at San Francisco. The stamp is of the size 
and shape of the "Flag" stamps,. of 5c de­
nomination, printed in blue. The design is a 
simple one; at the bottom there is "5c United 
States Postage" with a small branch of laurel 
above it. The main design was originally 
meant to read simply "Toward/United 
Nations/ April 25, 1945," in 3 lines. With the 
death of President Roosevelt, a last minute 
change was made by adding his name as a tri­
bute to the great statesman to whom the Con­
ference owed its inception. 

BURMA 
Military administration stamps are being is­

sued in the following denominations: lp, 3p, 
6p-, 9p, la, H-a, 2a, 2½a, 3a, 3½a, 4a, Sa, IR, 
2R, 5R and lOR. No other details yet. 

-Windsor Stamp Co. 

1!)11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111(!] 

Collectors of REALLY FIN1E BRITISH COLONIAlS 
should get into touch with me AT ONCE 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 
AF1RICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
on approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARD IAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 60% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD, 116 Highlands Heath, London, S.W. 15, England 
El)IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIHIIIHIIIIIIIIIHHltttlllllllll\tllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll@ 
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DISTINGUISHED F1EATUR1ES OF THE F~AME PLATES OF THE 
RECTA-NGULAR STAMPS OF THE UN,ION 

PRINTED BY BRADBURY, WILKINSON & CO., LTD. 

By A. HILTON1 SYDOW, A.S.A.A., C.A. (S.A.) 

The transverse rectangular pictorial stamps 
of the Union of South Africa which were re­
cessed-printed from intaglio steel plates by 
Bradbury, Wilkinson & Company, Limited, 
comprised seven denominations, each in a dif­
ferent design, vide Gibbons' illustrations Nos. 
11 to 16. Six thereof appertained to the bi­
coloured category and were dual-printed from 
separate frame plates and from separate vig­
nette plates, namely, 2d. (Union Buildings), 
3d. (Groote Schuur), ls. (Gnus), 2s. 6d. (Ox­
wagon inspanned), 5s. (Ox-wagon outspanned), 
10s. ( Cape Town and Table Mountain), and 
the remaining one to the monocoloured cate­
gory, namely, the 4d. (Native Kraal) printed 
solely from combined frame and vignette 
plates. 

The stamps of the seven denominations cited 
afore were inscribed in English and Afrikaans 

Row 10, Nos. 1 
POSSEEL 

2 
POSTAGE 

Of the six guide-dots per panel indicated 
afore in Diagram A, Nos. 1, 3 and 5 appeared 
vertically and alternately below the second 
"S" of "POSSEEL" on each Afrikaans in­
scribed stamp of Row 10 anent each denomi­
nation, .whilst Nos. 2, 4 and 6 appeared ver­
tically and alternately below the "T" of 
"POSTAGE" on each English inscribed stamp 
of Row 10 anent each denomination. A seventh 
guide-dot per panel appeared vertically below 
the letters "V and/or E" of the word "EN­
GRAVERS" included in the printer's imprint. 
On certain plates of the 2d. and ls. denomi­
nations the guide-dots were omJtted. I_n addi­
tion to the seven external margmal gmde-dots 
per panel, in positions as limned in Diagram 
A apropos to the ls. denomination internal 
g~ide-dots were disclosed on certain Afrikaans 
inscribed stamp.s which were printed from the 

alternately throughout the sheet, and were is­
sued initially in sheets of 120 units. Each 120-
contained sheet was divided into two panels 
of 60 each arranged in 10 horizontal rows of 
6. On each sheet the horizontal, top margins 
and the vertical lateral margins were plain as 
well as the vertical gutter which separated the 
said panels; the horizontal bottom margins 
showed the printer's imprints and minute 
guide-dots, not always reaclily visible to the 
naked eye. With certain exceptions, each 
sheet showed 12 such guide-dots so arranged 
that on the bottom margin of each of its con­
comitant panels six guide-dots appeared ap­
proximately 4mm-5mm distant from the bot­
tom edges of the six stamps which formed the 
bottom horizontal row No. 10 of the panel 
and which are represented in sextuple by the 
words "Posseel" and "Postage" alternately in 
the following diagram: 

DIAGRAM A. 
3 

POSSEEL 

V 

4 
POSTAGE 

5 
POSSEEL 

6 
POSTAGE 

first frame plate of this denomination. The 
frame designs of the ls. denomination which 
were printed in blue showed their text matter 
in white. A blue dot appeared on the right 
limb of the first "A" of "AFRIKA" part of 
the name "SUIDAFRIKA" lettered in white 
on each Afrikaans inscribed stamp alternately 
throughout a 120-set issue sheet but with the 
exceptions of those located in the fi;rst hori­
zontal row of each of its concomitant panels. 
Thus out of 60 Afrikaans inscribed stamps 
on a 120-set issue sheet, 54 thereof exhibited 
such blue dots which will be referred to in this 
monograph as "A" dots. An "A" dot did not 
form part of an Afrikaans inscribed stamp 
frame design. The "A" dots were printed from 
minute hollows or holes which were made in 
the steel plate before the frame designs were 
imparted to it in recess by a hardened steel 
transfer-roller which held the frame desigr""1 
anastatic in quadriform, negative, and alte1 
natively engraved in Englsh and Afrikaans. 

If a p,rint had been taken on to a blank sheet 
of paper from the said steel plate at this stage 
before the said frame designs were rolled-in 
then the external marginal guide-dots and the 
internal "A" guide-dots would have been 
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shown printed in the positions as per the following diagram: 
DIAGRA1\l B. 

J.eft Panel. 
Nos .... 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Row 1 
Row 2 
Row 3 
Row 4 
Row r, 
Row 6 
Row 7 
Row 8 
Row 0 
Row 10 

Incidentally, the dots anent Rows 2-10 in the 
foregoing Diagram B represent also the dis­
position of the 54 "A" dot Afrikaans inscribed 
stamps on a printed 120-set issue sheet. On a 
printed sheet the "A" dots differed one from 
another as regards size and location within the 
limb of the said "A" of "AFRIKA." All "A" 
dot stamps of the ls. denomination emanated 
from FRAME PLATE 1 and not from 
FRAME PLATE 2. I own a first day cover 
with "A" dot ls. stamps affixed thereto. The 
minute hollows or holes were made in Frame 
Plate 1. incipiently as guide points for the 
consecutive positional adjustments of the said 
plate when it was placed on the bed of the 
transfer-press immediately below the affixed 
transfer-roller which imparted to the said 
plate the succession of quadrif orm impressions 
in recess of the frame designs. It is interest­
ing to note that the "A" dot plate of the ls. 
denomination of the Union of South Africa 
made by BRADBURY, WILKINSON & COM­
PANY, LIMITED, in 1926 or 1927 bears 
analogy to the ac" dot plate of the 5 cents. 
denomination of Canada made by the 
AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY in 

G 

u 
'I' 

'I' 

E 

R 

Rigl1t Panel. 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

No top marginal dots 
No dot,i-Row 1 

Bottom marginal dots. 

1859, as regards internal and external-mar­
ginal guide points adduced afore. Coloured 
"C" dots appeared in the "C"s of "Cents" 
lettered in white on each stamp of a 100-set 
sheet of the "Beaver" design, and these "C" 
dots also showed variations as regards size 
and location.* 

An entirely separate negative die which 
comprised the requisite text matter was util­
ised for transferring the p,rinter's imprint to 
the frame plates of the six bicoloured denomi­
nations and to the single plates of the mono­
coloured denomination in each instance in a 
position subjacent to the third and fourth ver­
tical rows of images of each 60-set panel per 
plate, and also subjacent to the horizontal 
alignment of guide-dots Nos. 1 to 6, with 
guide-dots Nos. 3 and 4 respectively, in various 
positions, according to the different plates of 
the different denominations, in the vicinities 
above the letters "K" and/or "I" and/or "N" 
of "WILKINSON" and the letters "U" and/or 
"R" of "SURREY" of the printer's imprint, 
with guide-dot No. 7 in the vicinities below 
the letters "V'' and/or "E" of "ENGRAVER," 
thus: 

DIAGRA:\I C. 
Row 10, No. 3 

POSSEEL 

~3 

Row 10, No. 4 
POSTAGI<~ . 

BRADBURY, WILKINSON & CO., LTD., ENGRAVERS, NEW MALDEN, SURREY. ENGLAND. 
7~· 

The negative printer's imprint die was not 
entered intaglio in each instance with the same 
positional exactitude in relation to marginal 
guide-dots Nos. 3, 4. and 7, and accordingly 
originated slight positional differences which 
enable imprint pairs or blocks of stamps of 
the same denomination to be separated as 
the products of different plates (in this mono­
graph-the frame plates) after taking into 
consideration also differences of shade and 
. _guages of perforation. This method of sep-
aration was adopted owing to the absence of 
marginal plate numbers on the issue sheet. 
The data cited hereunder have been compiled 
from items in the writer's collection. The col­
laboration of Union Specialists is invited in 
order to check up the following data and to 
bring to light any missing items, through the 
"South African Philatelist." 
1s. Denomination 
p Ai. Guide-dot 3-imm above upper diagonal 

limb of K. of Wilkinson. 

A2. Guide-dot 4-¼mm above centre of U of 
Surrey. 

A3. Guide-dot 7 and another dot-2~mm below 
VE of Engravers. 

PB4. Guide-dot 3-¼mm above KI of Wilkin­
son. 

B5. Guide-dot 4-imm above right limb of lJ 
of Surrey. 

B6. Guide-dot 7-2~mm below and midway be­
tween V and E of Engravers . 
Th~ items with numbers prefixed A and B 

are applicable to imprint pairs of stamps from 
the A and B panels of FRAME PLATE 1, 
120-set in two panels of 60 each. In this mono­
graph FRAME PLATE 1 has been referred 
to as the "A" dot plate. Stamps from FRAME 
PLATE 1 were perforated to the gauges of 

· 14 x 14 and 14 x 13½. 

*Vide London Philatelist, Apr. 1939, "SOME 
PHASES OF THE CANADA '59 ISSUE," 
by Senator J. A. Calder. 
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PA 7. Guide-dot 3-lmm slightly to left above 
I of Wilkinson. 

A8. Guide-dot 4-Jmm above UR, about mid-
way, of Surrey. 

A9. Guide-dot 7--2!mm below V of Engravers. 
PBlO. Without guide-dot 3. 
Bll. Without guide-dot 4. 
B12. Guide-dot 7-2:1mm below V of En­

gravers. 
The items with numbers prefixed A and B 

are applicable to imprint pairs of stamps from 
the A and B panels of FRAME PLATE :.:, 
120-set in two panels of 60 each. Stamps 
p,rinted from FRAME PLATE 2 do not show 
the "A" dots, and the marginal guide-dots are 
somewhat smaller in size than those from 
Frame Plate 1. Stamps printed from FRAME 
PLATE 2 were perforated to the guage of 
14 x 13imm. The Official-Offisieel overprint 
1n-l8imm reading down was applied to 
stamps from FRAME PLAT"E 2, perforated 
14 X 13. 
3d. Denomination 
P A13 Guide-dot 3-Hmm above K of Wilkin­

son. 
A14 Guide-dot 4-Hmm above centre of U of 

Surrey (smaller dot). 
A15 Without guide-dot 7. 
PB16 Guide-dot 3-lmm above upper diagonal 

limb of K of Wilkinson. 
B17 Guide-dot 4-lmm above centre of U of 

Surrey (larger dot). 
B18 Without guide-dot 7. 

The items with numbers prefixed A and B 
are applicable to imprint pairs of stamps from 
the A and B panels of FRAME PLATE 1, 
120-set in two panels of 60 each. Stamps 
printed from this plate were perforated to 
the gauges of 14 x 14 and 14 x 13~. 
4d. Denominatvon 
P A19 Guide-dot 3-!mm slightly to the right 

above I of Wilkinson. 
A20 Guide-dot 4-imm slightly to the left 

above R of Surrey. 
A21 Guide-dot 7-2~mm below V of En­

gravers. 
PB22 Guide-dot 3-~mm to the left above N 

of Wilkinson. 
B23 Guide-dot 4-~mm above R of Surrey. 
B24 Guide~dot '7--2imm below and midway be­

tween V and E of Engravers. 
The items with numbers prefixed A and B 

are applicable to imprint pairs of stamps from 
the A and B of panels of PLATE 1, 120-set 
in two panels of 60 each. Stamps printed from 
PLATE 1 show the perforations 14 x 14. 
P A25 Guide-dot 3-imm slightly to right 

above I of Wilkinson. 
A26 Guide-dot 4-imm slightly to right above 

right limb of U of Surrey. 
A27 Guide-dot 7-2lmm and another dot 1mm 

below V of Engravers. 
PB28 Guide-dot 3--lmm slightly to the right 

above I of Wilkinson. 
B29 Guide-dot 4-lmm midway above UR of 

Surrey. 
B30 Guide-dot 7-2mm below and midway be­

tween V and E of Engravers. 

The items with numbers prefixed A and B 
arc applicable to imprint pairs of stamps from 
the A and B panels of PLATE 2, 120-set in 
two panels of 60 each. Stamps printed from 
PLATE 2 show the perforations 14 x 13§. 
2d. Denomination 
P A31. Guide-dot 3-}mm above KI of Wilkin­

son. 
A32. Guide-dot 4-!imm above right limb of 

U of Surrey. 
A33. Without guide-dot 7, but dot immediately 

below V of Engravers. 
PB34 Guide-dot 3-!fmm above I of Wilkin­

son. 
B35. Guide-dot 4-~mm midway above UR of 

Surrey. 
B36. Without guide-dot 7. 

The items with numbers prefixed A and B 
are applicable to imprint pairs of stamps from 
the A and B panels of FRAME PLATE 1, 
120-set in two panels of 60 each. Stamps 
from FRAME PLATE 1 were perforated to 
the gauge of 14- x 14. Stamps printed from 
FRAME PLATE 1 are slightly larger trans­
versely than stamps printed from FRAME 
PLATE 2. The Official-Offisieel overprint 
1 nmm reading upwards was applied to 
stamps printed from FRAME PLATE 1, per­
forated 14 x 14. 
P A37. Without guide-dot 3. 
A38. Without guide-<Jot 4. 
A39. Guide-dot 7-2imm below V of engravers. 
PB40. Guide-dot 3-lmm above upper diag-

onal limb of K of Wilkinson. 
B41. Guide-dot 4-lmm above centre of U of 

Surrey. 
B42. Guide-dot 7-2~mm below V of En­

gravers. 
PC43. Guide-dot 3-Umm above upper diag­

onal limb of K of Wilkinson (L). 
C44. Guide-dot 4-Hmm above centre of U 

of Surrey (L). 
C45. Guide-dot 7-2~mm below V of En­

gravers (L). 
PD46. Guide-dot 3-Hmm above upper' diag­

onal limb of K of Wilkinson ( R). 
D47. Guide-dot 4-Hmm above centre of U 

of Surrey (R). 
D48. Guide dot 7-2~mm below V of Engravers 

(R). . . 
The items with numbers prefixed A, B, C 

and D are applicable to imprint pairs of 
stamps from the A, B, C and D panels of 
FRAME PLATE 2, 240-set in four panels of 
60 each. Stl;lmps printed from FRAME 
PLATE 2 were perforated to the gauges of 
14 x 14 and 14 x 13~. Items C43-45 relate 
to a left-hand panel without the "Split d" 
variety, Row 8, No. 2, whilst items D46-48 
relate to a right-hand panel with the said 
variety. The Official-Offisieel overprint 19mm 
reading upwards was applied to stamps over­
printed from FRAME PLATE 2. perforated 
14 x 14 and 14 x 13i. 
2s. 6d. Denomination 
P A49. Guide-dot 3-~mm slightly to left above 

I of Wilkinson. 
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A50. Guide-dot 0mm slightly to left above R 
of Surrey. · 

A51. Guide-set 7-2½mm below V of En­
gravers. 

PB52. Without guide-dot 3. 
153. Without guide-dot 4. 
' 54. Guide-dot 7-2mm below AV, midway, of 

Engravers. 
The items with numbers prefixed A and B 

are applicable to imprint pairs of stamps from 
the A and B panels of FRAME PLATE 1, 
120-set in two panels of 60 each. Stamps 
printed from FRAME PLATE 1 were perfor­
ated to the gauge 14x 14. The Otfficial-Offisieel 
overprint 17½-18imm reading down and also 
the 18mm overprint with thin type were ap­
plied to stamps from FRAME PLATE 1. No 
imprint pairs have been examined with the 
perforation gauging 14 x 13~, and it has not 
been ascertained, hitherto, whether a second 
frame plate was utilised. 
5s. Denomination 
P A55. Without guide-dot 3. 
A.56. Without guide-dot 4. 
A.57. Guide-dot 7-2Jmm below V of En­

gravers. 
The numbered items prefixed A are applic­

able to imprint pairs of stamps from one of 
the panels of FRAME PLATE 1, 120-set in 
two panels of 60 each. The pairs of imprint 
stamps examined from FRAME PLATE 1 

Denomination. 
2d. 
2d. 
3d. 
4d. 
ls. 
ls. 
2s. 6cl. 
5s. 
10s. 

A (14 x 14) 
Across. 
Plate I 
Plate 2 
Plate 1 
Plate 1 
Plate 1 

Plate 1 
Plate I 
Plate I 

were perforated to the gauges of 14 x 14 and 
14 x 13½. From corner pairs of stamps with 
both gauges of perforation which have been 
examined, it would appear that a second 
frame plate was not utilised. 
10s. Denomination 
PA61. Guide-dot 3-Next to I at bottom, be­

tween K and I of Wilkinson. 
A62. Guide-dot 4-N ext to upright limb of R, 

between U and R. of Surrey. 
A63, Guide-dot 7-2~mm below E of En­

gravers. 
PB64 Guide-dot 3,-Immediately below I of 

Wilkinson. 
B65. Guide-dot 4-Immediately below upright 

limb of first R of Surrey. 
B66. Guide-dot 7-(not discernible owing to 

p,erfora tions). 
The items numbered and prefixed A are ap­

plicable to imprint pairs of stamps from one 
of the panels of FRAME PLATE 1, 120-set in 
two panels of 60, and perforated to the gauge 
of 14 x 14. The items numbered and prefixed 
are applicable to an imprint pair in my col­
lection perforated to the gauge of 14 x 13i, 
and very likely emanates from FRAME 
PLATE 1. 

The final paragraph of my paper printed on 
page 33 of the "S.A. Philatelist" of March, 
1944, is amended thus: 

I have allocated stan:ips in my collection as 
follows: 

n (14 x 13n 
Downward. 

Plate 2 
Plate 1 
Plate 2 
Plate I 
Plate 2 
Plate 1 
J>Jate 1 
Plate 1 

C (14 X 1:~~) 
Upward. 

Plate 2 

J>Jate 2 

Plate 2 

J>Jate l 

COLLECTORS' WANTS AND OFFERS 
(!Twopence per word per insertion 

Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used 
copies wanted. Particularly Edward 
and George. High prices willingly 
paid. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes­
burg. 

Wanted: Transvaal, Natal, Cape, O.F.S., 
Bechuanaland, Gambia, St. Helena, 
Egypt, France. Pickied copies, rari­
ties and varieti-es, also 9,000 items 
for world collection up to 1933 issues. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

Captain Priest, P /B. Marandellas, 
Southern Rhodesia, offers Rhodesians 
and British Colonials. Send want list. 

with minimum of 2/- per insertion) 
Wanted. Airgraph Xmas greetings from 

various service units-any theatre of 
war. State price and description to 

G. N. Gilbert, Box 15. Westminster. 
Trainsvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. 

covers and rarities wanted by 
A. E. Basden, Killarney, Brickhill Road, 

Durban. 
Wanted: Airstamps (Used) and airmail 

labels of all countries. 
Dr. C. L. L. Murray, Kuilsrivier, Cape. 
For Service, promptness and satisfac­

tion. 
Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Phone 54:..1692. 
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PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President, G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec., Mr. D. G. Y. 

Malcolm, P.O. Box 458; Meetings,, Room 8, City Hall 
Basement, at 7.45 p.'m., 1st and ,3rd Tuesdays. 

1st June: The meeting was a, large gathering. 
It was decided at the general meeting that for the 

future the display should be shown at the beginning of 
the meeting, so that members could have time to scruti­
nise the specimens. 

19th June: Mr. Forbes showed 50 pages of his well­
known collection of Newfoundland and Nova Scotia. The 
collection is well worth seeing and extends from the 
first issues until the present ti'me; the only gaps be­
ing a few extreme rarities. There were several pages 
of specimen stamps which were very interesting. 

Three new members were enrolled and three more 
proposd. 

It was with deep regret we heard of the passing of 
• one of our members, Mr. C. A. Coetzee, and the presi­

dent asked all members to stand as a gesture of sym­
pathy. A wreath and condolences were sent to Mrs. 
Coetzee. 

There was a small auction which was very enjoyable 
nnd the packages were quickly sold. 

+ L.E.C. 

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Lt.-Col. G. Lance Horne; Hon. Secretary, 

H. A. Wager, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st :.nd 3rd 
Mondays, 8 ~. m., Technical College. 

4th June: Mr. Oppenheim in the chair. Dr. Broom 
showed some more discoveries in old Transvaal stamps, 
tiiis time in the ld. Black of 1883. 

Mr. T. M. Winsley read a paper on Malaya. He 
tackled this enormous area in a workmanlike manner 
and described how the different states had come into 
being and under what jurisdiction they came. In 
nearly all the states the first is~ues of stamps were 
stamps overprinted. Later each state issued its own 
stamps, although stamps of all the states could be inter­
postally used. Centenary commemoratives of some 
states which were now due had been held up by the 
Japanese invasion. Mr. Winsley had been in these 
parts for a considerable ti'me so his talk was very re­
alistic and interesting. To illustrate his paper he 
showed a very extensive collection of the stamps of 
the different states. 

18th June: Mr. F. C. Ferguson in the chair. Mr. H. 
N. B. Hawke read a paper on the Levant with special 
reference to Syria He enumerated the different coun­
tries that had established Post Offices in the Levant and 
gave an account of the different stamps used, nearly 
all of them being overprinted or surchargPd. He then 
described the difficulties that had arisen over the set­
tlement of Syria after the last war, and especially the 
differences that had arisen between Syria and France, 
although France, after muth discussion had been 
granted the mandate over Syria. Mr. Hawke drew at­
tention to the similarity of the conditions that existed 
in Syria after the last war and those that existed 
at the present time, both connected with France. 

Stamps of the Levant were tabled by Mr. Hawke and 

+ H.A.W. 

EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Mr. A. Watson; Hon. 1Secretary, Mr. 

S. F. Fowler, P. 0. Box 168, East London ; Meetings, 
Colosseum Building, 2nd Fridays, 7 .45 p.m. 

Nineteen members and one visitor were present at the 
June meeting. Membership cards were distributed to 
those present and one new member was elected. 

The report of the committee on sundry matters was 
submitted and apl)roved by the meeting. 

Various interesting items were passed round for in­
spection, including the British Victory Bells postmark, 
pairs of Kenya 70c on ls. showing ·perfs. out of align-
ment, etc. , 

Mr. T. A. Harper then exhibited about 100 sheets, 
selected from his collection of early imperforate issues; 
these were studied with great interest. · 

The condition throughout was very good for this class 
of stamp, and among the items of interest shown, the 

following are worthy of mention: 
Superb copies of the ld. black Great Britain on 

entires, with blacR and red postmarks, one dated 9th 
May, 1940. 

Gambia no watermark and C.C. 
Victoria first types. "Registered" and "Too Late." 
Belgium first issue, including S.G. 8 (double 

figures). 
France 1849 1.'5c, 40c and 1 F superb. 
Spain including S.G. 58 (inverted frame). 
Russia S.G. 1. 
Wurttemburg 18 kr, Hanover, Mecklenburg-Schwer­

in, Italian States, Greece Paris prints and many 
others. 
The display was followed by the usual auction, .a good 

many lots finding purchasers. • 
During the evening a competition was held, the 

specimens for which had been kindly loaned by the 
president of the Philatelic Society of Natal. The win­
ner was Mr. J. Hoal, one of our younger members. 
Mr. Harper promised to arrange another competition for 
the- next meeting. 

+ T.A.H. 

THE PHILATELIC SOCIF.n'Y OF NATAL 
President, Mr. A. L. Bevis; Hon. Sec., G. Milner; 

Palmer, P .0. Box 588, Durban; Meetings, 1st and 
3rd Wednesdays at London Assurance House, 319 
Smith Street (in the rooms of the Durban Camera 
Clnh, top floor), 7.30 p.m. 

The meeting held on 6th June was well attended. Mr. 
W. H. Winde's notes were read; members are still 
pleased to listen to these, not having tired of hearing 
his voice yet. 

The monthly competition was run by our president, 
and he exhibited the stamps concerned after the com­
petition. This was won by Mr. J. Lyle with ten cor­
rect answers. If the Editor has room perhaps he will 
publish it and readers can see what they can do. 

It is hoped that the new edition of the S.A. Hand 
Book will be available before the end of the year. Dis- > 
play was by Mr. A. L. Bevis consisting of a variety 
of East African Empire and Foreign Stamps. This 
display was well received and particularly glowing re­
marks were passed regarding the manner in which the 
stamps were set out and the headings together with 
details of the countries. 

I hear that our Society has invited the S.A. Phila-· 
telic Federation to hold its next Congress in Durban 
about October, 1946. The usual auction was held and was 
well patronised. New members are coming along to 
swell our Society, but there is room for many more. 

W.H.W. 
+ 

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 
PreSli.dent, Mr. E. C. Sprighton; Hon. Secretary, Mr. 

J. Robertson, P .0. Box 4967, Johannesburg; Meetings, 
2nd Tuesdays, Public Libra1·y, Johannesburg, at 7.45 
p.m. 

The annual general meeting of the Society was held 
on 12th June. The retiring president, Mr. F. J. H. 
Lang, presented the report of the previous year. It 
had been a successful ·year: the meetings had been well 
attended and the Society had raised over £250 for war 
funds by its exhibition at the "Speed the Victory Fair" 
held in November-December, 1944. In addition other 
moneys had been raised for war funds at the auctions 
at monthly meetings, and also by means of donations. 

The retiring hon. secretary, Mr. L. Buchen, the hon. 
treasurer, Mr. M. Jecks and the hon. exchange super­
intendent, Mr. J. W. Schubert, also presented reports. 
They showed the Society to be in a sound position. 

Before retiring from the presidential chair, Mr. Lang 
announced that the Executive had awarded the Lang 
Silver Cup for this year to Dr. J. H. Harvey Pirie. 
This cup (originally presented by Mr. J. H. Lang) 
is awarded annually by the Executive to the member of 
the 'Society considered to have best furthered the _in­
terests of the Society and of philately generally dm:,,n1g 
the past year. ·· 

The elections for the honorary officers and con °e 
for 1945-46 resulted in the follo~ving Exe_cutive \ .a':>1; 

elected: President, Mr. E. C. Spnghton; v1ce-preindent, 
Mr. L. Buchen; hon. secretary, Mr. J. Robertson; hon. 
treasurer, Mr. M. Jecks; hon. exchange superintendent, 
Mr. J. W. Schubert; hon. publicity officer, Mr. I. 
Isaacs· members of committee, Messrs. W. R<>dford, F. 
E. Iniham and 'Gordon Brown. In addition, Mr. F. J. 
H. Lang and Dr. J. H. Harvey Pirie are ex officio 
members of the Executive as being past presidents 
during the preceding three years. 

(Continued on page 79) 
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SAFETY FIRST 
y OU 'VE often seen the railwayman 

who taps each wheel as the train 

passes, but did you know exactly why 

he does it ? 

His job is to make railway travel safe 

for you. If the metal tyre of the wheel 

rings true to his expert ear, there's no 

flaw that might cause an accident. At 

check points all over the Country the 

wheels of trains are being tested day and 

night-a small but vital part of a great 

arid efficient system designed to ensure 

safety on the Railway$. 

The demands of wartime have strained 

men and materials almost to the limit; 

traffic has increased to record proportions, 

but the daily routine work of the Railways 

goes on ... and on. Despite every im­

aginable difficulty, the aim is to carry 
passengers and goods safely and 
punctually. 

South African Railways 

iii 
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Confident 
when 

Buying and Selling 
This very grateful tribute to the quality of the 

service provided by Harmer's Bond Street Stamp 
Auctions is but one of the many hundreds of 
compliments that we receive each season. 

The success of Harmer's Bond Street Stamp 
Auctions is, the· fruit of more than 50 years' con­
sistent effort to provide a perfect service and 
complete satisfaction for Vendor and for Buyer. 

Ev,ery feature of every sale at Harmer's of 
Bond Street is handled by experts-men whose wide 
experienC'e' enables them to rev,eal those little extra 
points, of a stamp that enable the distant Buyer to 
bid confidently and in complete security, and ensure 
for the Vendor a fair price for his stamps. 

That is· why almost all the great collections are placed 
with Harmer's of Bond Street for dispersal-why more than 
3,000 leading philatelists, including over 500 in the United 
States and South America, are regular bidders at the Bond 
Street Stamp Auctions-why Harmer's have a larger turn­
over than any other stamp auctioneer or dealer. 

If you wish to buy fine stamps, write to the Editor of 
this paper, or to us, for free illustrated Auction Catalogues. 
Our brochure "Selling Stamps at Auction" also is free to 
prospective Vendors. 

:H. R. HARMER 
The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS. 

39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1, 
ENGLAND. 

Cables: "HARMER'S BOND STREET LONDON." 
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THE PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF 

SOUTHERN AFRilCA 

A meeting of the Executive of the Federa­
tion was held at Johannesburg on July 17, 
1945, under the chairmanship of Mr. A. E. 
Basden. 

t. The views of constituent societies had been 
received as to the raising of the subscriptions 
to the "South African Philatelist." In ac­
cordance with the views of the majority of 
the Societies the Executive agreed as from 
July 17, 1945, single copies of the "Philatelist" 
should be 9d., whilst the annual subscription 
should be 8s. The honorary business manager, 
Mr. Redford, reported that there was no pros­
pect of printing costs being reduced for the 
next few years. 

The Executive has accepted the invitation 
of the Philatelic Society of Natal to hold Con­
gress at Durban in October, 1946. This will 
be the first post-war Congress. 

The Executive will be pleased to consider in­
vitations from constituent. societies for the 
holding of Congress for 1947. fovitations 
should be submitted to the hon. secretary, Mr. 
I. Isaacs, 910 His Majesty's Buildings, Eloff 
Street, Johannesburg. 

The hon. editor of the "South African Phil­
atelist", Dr. J. H. Harvey Pirie, will be much 
ob.ltged if all papers of interest which are read 
at ~ociety meetings are submitted to him for 
pl« 'ication in the "Philatelist.'' It is the pol­
icy of the "Philatelist" to publish as much as 
possible of original research work particularly 
regarding countries included in Southern Af­
rica. 

Constituent societies may now send in to the 
hon. secretary any resolutions, notices of mo­
tion and any other matters of interest they 
wish to have discussed at the 1946 Congress. 
The following extracts from the Constitution 

-

of the Federation are given for the benefit of 
constituent societies: 

Rule 4: Every affiliated society may be repre­
sented by delegates at the annual Congress as 
follows: 

(a) Each society under 25 members by one 
delegate. 

(b) Each .society of 25 members and under 
50 members by two delegates. 

( c) Each society of 50 members and under 
75 members by three delegates. 

( d) Each society of 75 or more members by 
four delegates. 

Rule 5: Any philatelist present at Congress 
may speak with the permission of the chair­
man but only the official delegates, not more 
than six members of the local executive com­
mittee and members of the Permanent Ex­
ecutive Committee shall be entitled to vote 
and such votes must be registered personally. 

Rule 21: Papers entered for competition 
must be original and never have been pub­
lished. 

Rule 24: Awards will he made for papers 
on the following subjects, viz.: 

( 1) The Southern African Philatelic Re­
search a ward for the best original re­
search paper on any South African 
Philatelic subject. 

(2) For the best original research paper on 
any subject not eligible for (1). 

(3) For the best paper on any general phil­
atelic subject, and any other paper the 
Permanent Executive Committee may 
decide upon. 

NYASALAND 
A catalogue of a recent H. R. Harmer Inc.'s 

sale in New York illustrates what appears to be 
an uncatalogued variety of the "cheque-book" 
stamps. This is a vertical pair with the oval 
centre entirely missing from the upper one. 

AIRGRAPH SERVICE TO CEASE 
An airgraph from Messrs. Francis J. Field, 

Sutton Coldfield, England, dated 19.6.45, says 
"This is probably one of the last airgraphs to 
be despatched from Great Britain to South Af­
rica.'' Official notice has since stated that the 
service (both ways) ceased on July 31. 
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UNION POSTCARD FLAW 
Mr. C. Calitz has independently reported 

three postcards with the first of the flaws re­
corded by Mr. Currell in our July issue. As 
the same stamp cylinder is used for all the 
pictorial postcards, it is of course reasonable 
to expect that the flaw should turn up on any 
or all of the picture varieties. 

SIERRA LEONE 
The 5d. value is to be demonetized on 1.1.46. 

It is already off sale at the Crown Agents, but 
any stocks left in the Colony will remain on 
sale to the end of the year-if there are any. 

-Windsor Stamp Co. 

SWITZERLAND. 
A set of 13 stamps ( 5c to lOfr) was issued 

on 9th May to commemorate the coming of 
peace in Europe ( quick work!), also a Red 
Cross Pax stamp 5c+ 10c on the same day. 

-Windsor Stamp Co. 

S.W.A. OVERPRINTS ON "BANTAMS" 
Mr. 0. Lohff, of Walvis Bay, draws atten­

tion to an interesting feature about the spac­
ing of the overprint on the 2d. Bantam. It 
would be interesting to know if a similar f ea­
ture occurs on other denominations, but here 
follows what he has to say about it on the 2d. 
and the observation can be confirmed from 
specimens submitted. 

"The overp,rints in general are 8 mm. apart 
(from the A of one to .the S of its neighbom~ 
on the left), with the exception of the space 
in the centre of the sheet which is 10 mm. 
wide. A continuous spacing of 8 mm. would 
gradually move the overprint from the centre 
of the stamp towards the left-hand side and 
on to the white frame. As it is, the 2 mm. al­
lowance does not quite make up the slight 
variation, and I have a sheet on hand show­
ing the overprint starting slightly off centre 
to the right on the first stamps and the 10 
mm. spacing bringing the overprint so far to 
the right that the A of SW A on the 7th, 8th 
and 9th stamp is printed on the white perfor­
ation strip, the lOth, 11th and 12th showing 
the A gradually coming back mto the coloured 
portion of the stamps. 

I enclose a sample showing the opposite, the 
first stamp being overprinted slightly to the 
leff bringing the overprint on the 6th stamp 
(centre) directly to the edge. Then comes the 
10 mm. space bringing the overprint on the 
next (7th) stamp back towards the centre of 
the stamp. 

While most pairs of this issue thus show the 
overprint spaced 8 mm. apart, all centre-pairs 
have it 10 mm. apart, which might be of in­
terest to collectors." 

Mr. Lohff also submitted a 3d. stamp show­
ing the C of Africa with a white dot on top of 
it, giving the impression of a bigger type C 
having been used. Is this variety already 
known and is it of any interest? (Whether it 
is of much interest or not would appear to de­
pend on whether it is a constant feature or 
not. Will Union and S.W.A. collectors keep a 
lnok-out?-Ed.) 

NEW TYPE OF METER STAMP 
Herewith an illustration of the new type of 

meter stamp in use in the Union, brie/1v 
chronicled last month : ,'\, 

It is a "Hasler" (hence the key letter H). 
So far, only H 1 is known, issued on 15.1.45 
to Messrs. V. Gokal and Co., Johannesburg. 
The machine is a multivalue one and has been 
in the country for some time, as there are 
specimen impressions extant dated early in 
1940 showing a solid rectangular block from 
which the H 1 was probably cut. Thanks to 
Messrs. G. W. Hockey and R. Axer for addi­
tional information. 

THE PHILATELIC 1EXPORTER 
is the independent advertising circular of a 
giroup of well-known British, Colonial and 
Foreign Wholesalers, distributed by airmail 
throughout U.S.A., Canada, Australia, N:ew Zea-~;, 
land, India, E'gypt, Palestine, British West 
Indies,, Malta, Gibraltar, etc. In Europe it is cir­
culated throughout France, Holland, Belgium and 
Switzerland. 

South African Dealers requiring (1) British, 
Colonial and Foreign sources of supply; (2) 
Agents overseas ; or ( 3) an outlet for wholesale 
material, are invited to become subscribers. 5/-

per annum. 

For Bona-fide Dealers Only 

The Philatelic Exporter 
494, FULHAM ROAD, LON1DON, S.W.6., 

ENGLAND. 

E. BLUM 
P.O. Box 1669. CAPE TOWN. 

(Member of S.D.A. Gt·eat Britain: EstahfoihPd 
in South Afriea 1930). 

RARE SETS AND NOVELTIES -6/ •. 
India "Al Busai<l" 25 different. Postage and 

Service complete . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 52/6 
Italy, Air. S.G. Nos. A lla to A, 17, com-

plete . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10/0 
Vatican State, Latest comr,lete set of 10 

different (short issue) . . . . . . . . . . 10/0 
U.S.A. United Nations commemorative . . 1/0 
French Guiana Airmails complete1, 8 differ-

ent S.G. Nos. 145 to 152 . . . . . . . . 30/0 
Australia "Duke of Gloucester" set . . . . 1/6 

and many others. 
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SUBSIDIARY-Dl1E CHARACTERISTICS AND WATERMAR,K POSITIONAL 
VARIATIONS OF THE UNION, 4d. TRIANGUI.AR, STAMPS 

By A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A., C.A. (S.A.). 

The imperfor~te triangular 4d. postage 
stamps were issued initially as single units 
enclosed in sealed packets on 1st January, 
1926. Each packet imprinted "60-4d. post­
age" contained sixty English inscribed stamps, 
whilst each packet imprinted "60:--4d. pos­
seel'' contained sixty Afrikaans inscribed 
stamps. All stamps which emanated from such 
sealed packets were guillotined by the printers 
from 120-set sheets. On or about 15th April, 
1926,· these stamps were issued in 120-set 
s' eets, i.e., the English inscribed stamps in 
sheets of 120 units each and the Afrikaans 
inscribed stamps in sheets of 120 units each. 

The stamps were recessed-printed from 
curved intaglio steel plates by Bradbury, 
Wilkinson and Company, Limited. The 
stamps were printed in pairs base to base 
with a 7 mm. wide separating margin which 
extended diagonally dO\vnwards from left to 
ri~ht, whilst vertical and horizontal margins 
6½ mm. wide separated each pair. A 120-set 
sheet exhibited six pairs vertically and ten 
pairs horizontally, namely 60 pairs, when 
such sheet was held in the position which 
shct-wed the multiple springbok head water­
marks in normal upright positions. Two 
plates were used: one 120 set (60 pairs) for 
the English inscribed stamps, and one 120-set 
(60 pairs) plate for the Afrikaans inscribed 
stamps.· 

A flat primary or master-die of steel was en­
graved intaglio and negative with the em­
blematical figure of "Hope" in sitting posture 
and reclining on an anchor on a quasi ertgine­
turned background, tho corner embellishments, 
and the three embellished allotments for the 
ultimate engraved text matter on the second­
ary dies. From the said siderographic master­
die, two secondary flat dies of steel were pro­
duced by means of a primary cylindrical st~el 
transfer-roller; both of these dies were m­
taglio and negative, anonymous and unde­
nominated, and replicas in l'very respect of 
the master-die. Snbst'quently tho \\·ords 
"POSTAGE," "l1'0UH PJ;~NCE," and 
"SOUTH AFRICA" wNe engraved on one of 
the _seco11darv diPs, now designated the "];j" 
die, and the wonls "POSSERL," "VIER 
PJ;J~TRS" and "SUlDAFHJKA" were ('n-

graved on the other secondary die, now desig­
nated the "A" die. '!'hereafter, from the said 
"E" die, two separate impressions were taken 
up by a secondary cylindrical steel transfer­
roller, and likewise, from the said ."A" die, 
two separate impressions were taken up by 
the same trans£ er-roller. Thus the secondary 
cylindrical transfer-roller held two pairs of 
impressions on its periphery, anastatic and 
positive, and replicas in reverse respectively 
o:f the secondary flat dies "E" and "A," in­
taglio and negative. One of the said pairs 
of impressions picked up base to base and now 
designated . "El" and "E2" had their text 
matter in English, whilst the other pair of 
impressions also picked up base to base by the 
transfer-roller and now designated "Al" and 
"A2" had their text matter in .Afrikaans. 
Finally from the said secondary transfer­
roller, anastatic and positive, two flat steel 
plates were produced, intaglio and negative, 
now designated the "E" plate and the "A" 
plate. Tho "E" plate received 60 binary im­
pressions (60 El and 60 E2) which made it 
120-set, and similarly the "A" plate received 
60 binary impressions (60 Al and 60 A2) 
which made it 120-set. These flat plates were 
bent around solid cylinders for use on a 
rotary-plate printing machine. 

Certain portions of the anastatic or raised 
lines of design of the impressions on the 
secondary cylindrical transfer-roller sustained 
very slight damage, and consequently ori­
ginated pertain correlative intaglio defects 
after rolling-in entries on each of the two 
intaglio printing plates. Each defect was 
multiplied 60 times on each plate, namely, 
Plate "E" and Plate "A." Accordingly, the 
resultant blemishes on the printed stamps due 
to the said defects together with certain outer 
and inner marginal guide dots, evolved a mode 
of differentiating the Rub-types of stamps 
designated ]iJl, ]iJ2, Al and A2 hereafter. Of 
course, theRo sub-types ]1~1, E2, Al and A2 have 
their geIWRes in the secondary c.:.ylindrieal 
transfer-roller subsidiary-cl ies "El," "E2," 
"Al" ancl ".A2" referred to afor(', and to 
minute holPs or Jiollmn, in the r<'spective 
plates. 

'l'he following is a synopsis of the snbsidiary­
die ancl gnide-dot indications on~ 

(1) English insf'.ribed stamps 
Sub-type Bl-Guide dot in inner margin¼ mm. midway above" 0" and" S" of the word" Postage," 

,, E2-No guide-dot above" 0 "and" S" of" Postage." 
,. E2-Guide-dot in outer top margin 6¼ mm. above " 0 " of" Postage." 

(2) Afrikaans inscribed stamps 
Sub-type Al-Guide-dot in inner margin 1 mm. to the right above" 0 "of" Posseel." 

,,' A2-No guide-dot above" 0" of" Posseel." 
Al--White areola or dash 1 nun. below left limb of first "N" of" Pennies," due to absence 

of intaglio line. 
A2-No white areola or dash as aforr. 
Al-"\Vhite arrola or dash contiguous to arm immcdiatrly above t>lbow rrsting on anchor. 
A2-No white areola or dash as afore. 
Al-No blur or weakness as below. 
A2-Vt>ry slight. blur or wt>akness on curved line of ~olonr ahovc flrsl-. "X" of" Pennies." 
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The guide-dots WPre printed from minute 
hollows or holes which were made in the steel 
plates before the impressions of design were 
imparted to the said plates by the secondary 
transfer-roller. On the printed sheets of 
stamps these guide-dots are not readily visible 

Diagram A. 

to the naked eye. If prints had hcpn taken 
on to sheets from the "E" and "A" Plates 
before the designs were rolled-in then tho 
guide-dots would have been shown printec]I' -,n 
such sheets in the following positions : -

Sun-TYPE PLAN. 

Nos. 2 :i 4 5 H 1 2 3 4 5 6 
Margin 
Row la la 

lb lb 1V 
2a 2a 
2b 2b 1V 
3a 3a 
3b 3b IV 
9a 9a 
9b 9b IV 

" 10a 10a 

Margin 
10b b 1 an k I0b lY 

b 1 an k 

The foregoing Sub-type Plan is ancillary to 
the foregoing Diagram A, and should be road 
in conjunction with Diagram C as well as the 
remarks preceding the sketches in Fig. A and 
Fig. B, further on in this monograph, anent 
the normal and inversive positions of the word 
''POSSEEL.'' 

Nos. 
Margin 
Row la 

1 . 
POSTAGE 

E2 

2 . 
POSTAGE 

E2 

:.\I a r g i 11 
A2 A2 A2 A2 A2 A2 

1V 1V 1V 1V 1V 
A2 A2 A2 A2 A2 A2 

A2 
IV 

A2 
1Y 

A2 
lV 

A2 
1V 

A2 
1V 

A2 
IV 1V IV 1Y 1V 

A2 A2 A2 A2 A2 A2 
IV IV 1V IV IV 

A2 A2 A2 A2 A2 A2 
lV IV IV rv IV 

M a g 11 

The fo1lowing Diagram B shows the positions 
of the guide-dots relative to the positions of 
the sub-type stamps of the first horizontal row 
of pairs of stamps of an "E" sheet:-

Diagram B. 
3 . 

POSTAGE 
E2 

4 . 
POSTAGE 

E2 

5 . 
POSTAGE 

E2 

6 . 
POSTAGE 

E2 
Row lb rn 

3:DV..LSOd: 
rn 

:rnv.1so.i 
rn 

:>WV..LSOd: 
rn 

:>WV..LSOd: 
rn 

:>WV..LSOd: 
rn: 

:>WV..LSOd: . . 
Guide-dots appeared on the top margins, in 

each instance approximately 6¼ mm. above an 
"0" of "Postage." · No guide-dots appeared 
above the letters "0" of the words "Postage" 
in Row 10b and none appeared on the bottom 
margin. See Diagram A and Sub-type Plan 
afore. 

. . . . 
The following Diagram C shows the positions 

of the guide-dots relative to the positions of 
the sub-type stamps of the first horizontal row 
of pairs of stamps of an "A" sheet:--

Nos. 
Margin 
Row la 

2 

Diag·ram C. 

3 4 5 6 . . . . . . 
POSSEEL 

A2 
POSSEEL 

A2 
POSSEEL 

A2 
POSSEEL 

A2 
POSSEEL 

A2 
POSSEEL 

A2 
Row lb TV 

'I:>I:>ISSOcl 
TV 

'I:>I:>ISSOd: 
IV 

'I:>I:>ISSOd: . . 

Guide-dots appeared on the top margins, 
in each instance approximately 4 mm. above 
an "0' of "Posseel." No guide-dots a pp eared 
above the letters "0'' of the words "Posseel" 
in Row 10b, and none appeared on the bottom 
margin. See Diagram A afore and Sub-type 
Plan. 

Thus it will be observed that each sheet 
contained 54 guide-dots, each one superjacent 
to the letters "0" and "OS" of "Posseel" and 
"Postage" on each Al and El sub-type stamp, 
respectively, of horizintal Rows 1 to 9, and 6 
guide-dots on its top margin. When a sheet 
of stamps, English inscribed or Afrikaans in­
scribed, is held in a position showing its 

. TV 
'I:>I:>ISSO,T . IV 

'I:iJ:~88O.I . TV 
~[[f[aflSOcl . 

watermarks in normal upright positions or in 
positions inversive to normal (inverted water­
marks) but not in sideway positions, then the 
letters of the words "Postage" and "Posseel" 
appear inverted or upside-down, as shown in 
Diagrams B and C in respect of all El and Al 
sub-type stamps. See also the Sub-type Plan 
ancillary to Diagram A. 

The following sketch represents:-
Fig. A.-The positions of a pair of stamps from the top left 

corner of a sheet of stamps with Afrikaans inscriptions 
and with the watermarks in normal upright positions. 

Fig. B.-The positions of a pair of stamps from the top left 
corner of a sheet of stamps with Afrikaans inscriptions 
but with the watermarks in positions inversive to normal 
(inverted watermarks). 
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I. 

I\OW 

Fig.A 

In Fig. A and in I1'ig. B, sub-type s~arnp 
A2 is represented as emanating from honzon­
tal How la and vertical Row 1, and sub-type 
stamp Al from horizontal Row lb and vertical 
How 1. See representation of complete 
horizontal Row la and lb in Diagram C and 
the Sub-type Plan ad.iacent to Diagran~ A. 
Also sub-type stamp A2 is shown as a right­
angled triangle with "A2" representing the 
''°ord "POSSEEI/' in 1mrmal upright position, 
whilst sub-type stamp Al is shown as a right­
angled triangle with "Al" representing the 
word "POSSEEL" in inverted position. 

From the foregoing Figs. A and B it is very 
p~tent that the watermarks are distinguish­
able. 

(1) When pairs of stamps base to base (or blocks) arc 
viewed with the word " POSSEEL " in normal and 
horizontal position anent the upper stamp (or stamps) 
sub-type A2-

(a) Watermarks normal. 
(b) Watermarks inverted. 

(2) When pairs of stamps base to base (or blocks) are 
viewed with the word " POSSEEL " in normal and 
horizontal position anent the upper stamp (or stamps) 
sub-type Al-

(a) \Vatermarks normal. 
(b) Watermarks inverted. 

Fig. R. 

(3) When a single stamp is viewed with the word 
"SUIDAFRIKA"and its base-line in normal and 
horizontal position and the word " POSSEEL " in 
diagonal position on the left :-
(a) On Sub-type Al stamps-noses of bucks point­

ing to the word "Posseel "-Fig. A.-J!'rom 
normal watermarked sheets. 

(b) On Sub-type Al stamps-horns of bucks point­
ing to the word "Posseel "-.J,'ig. B.-From 
inverted watermarked sheets. 

(e) On Sub-type A2 stamps-horns of bucks point­
ing to the word "Posseel "-Fig. A.-From 
normal watermarked sheets. 

(d) On Sub-type A2 stamps-noses of bucks point­
ing to the word "Posseel "-.J,'ig. B.-From 
inverted watermarked sheets. 

'l'he foregoing variations have been dealt 
with as applicable to stamps with Afrikaans 
inscriptions. These watermark variations 
have been found applicable to the English 
inscribed stamps. In my collection it has been 
observed that the inverted watermarked 
stamps are in the minority. I should like to 
hear from Union specialists, per the "South 
African Philatelist," as to which of the two 
watermark types they have found to be the 
scarcer. 

COLLECTORS' WANTS AND OFFERS 
(frwopence per word per insertion 

Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used 
copies wanted. Particularly Edward 
and George. High prices willingly 
paid. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes­
burg. 

Wanted': Transvaal, Natal, Cape, O.F.S., 
Bechuanaland, Gambia, St. Helena, 
Egypt, France. Pick,ed copies, rari­
ties and varieties, also 9,000 items 
for world collection up to 1933 issues. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 
Captain Priest, P /B. Marandellas, 

Southern Rhodesia, offers Rhodesians 
and British Colonials. Send want list. 

with minimum of 2/- per insertion) 
Wanted. Airgraph Xmas greetings from 

various service units-any theatre of 
war. State price and description to 

G. N. Gilbe1't, Box 15. Westminster. 
Trainsvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. 

covers and rarities wanted by 
A. E. Basden, Killarney, Brickhill Road, 

Durban. 
For Service, promptness and satisfac­

tion. 
Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Phone 54-1692. --·······----------··-
STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS 
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NYASALAND 
The new set, previously foreshadowed, will 

be issued on September 1. They are mainly 
pictorials; denominations as in present issue. 

RHODESIA 
At a recent sale by H. R. Harmer in Lon­

don a mint horizontal strip of three of the 
ls. Victoria Falls of 1905, imperf. between 
(S.G. 97a cat. price of pair £50) fetched 100 
guineas. Other scarce Rhodesian items in the 
same sale also went for big prices. 

NORTHERN RHODESIA 
"Stamp Collecting" lists the release of new 

N. Rhodesia printings by the Crown Agents in 
April of this year. Here are the colours with 
( in brackets) the colour of the previous release 
in May, 1944; the most striking difference is 
in the Hd. which is now orange in place of 
yellow-brown; ~d. deep green as in 1942 (pale 
green); ld. deep reddish brown (deep brown); 
Hd. orange (deep yellow brown); 2d. dull car­
mine red ( carmine red) ; 3d. deeper ultra­
marine ( deep ultramarine) ; 4d. deep violet as 
in 1944 (pale violet); 6d. (grey); ls. deeper 
black and yellow brown (black and yellow 
brown); 2s. 6d. deep green and black (green 
and black) ; 3s. pale blue and pale violet (blue 
and violet); 5s. deep mauve and grey (mauve 
and slate grey); 10s. greyish black and green 
(greyish black and green) ; 20s. deep purple 
and pale scarlet (purple and scarlet). 

CHANNEL ISLANDS , 
According to the "Philatelic Magazine'' the 

"Arms" stamps of Guernsey and Jersey, and 
the pictorial stamps. of Jersey (which, it is 
now learnt, were printed in Paris) have been 
recognised as valid for postage by the British 
P.O. One has even been seen posted at Ply­
mouth, receiving the Victory Bells postmark. 

"Stamp Collecting" quotes some interesting 
facts about the stamps, taken from a "Cata­
logue and Handbook of the Stamps of the 
Channel Islands" compiled and just published 
on the spot by Mr. E. J. Baker, of Guernsey. 

AUSTRALIA 
A correspondent in Australia writes that 

used copies of the Duke and Duchess _commem­
oratives are being bought up so feverishly that 
it is difficult to get any stock of them. 

TIPS 
"Sagesse," in the "Stamp M::i-gazine," reco?1-

mends the following, from an mvestment pomt 
of view: (1) The forthcoming Burma military 
administration set, 16 values, 1 p. to 10 R. 
(2) Australian Duke and Duchess set, also 
the current 5s., 10s. and £1 values,. which 
will shortly be obsolete. ( 3) S. Rhodesia 1940 
Jubilee set. ( 4) S. African and S.\V.A. Cor­
onations of which supplies are about ex­
hausted.' (5) Zanzibar Al Bu Said set, which 
has not much longer to run. 

U.S.A. 
Sales of the San Francisco Conference 

stamp,, first day and later, have beaten all 
American records. , 

Although this stamp may in a sense be said 
to have been a Roosevelt. memorial, there is 
to be issued shortly a series of four ( 1, 2, 3 
and 5 cents), each with a portrait of the late 
President. On the three lower values there will 
be, in addition, respectively the White House, 
the so-called Little White House at Warm 
Springs, Georgia, and the Roosevelt home at 
Hyde Park. The design of the 5c is not finally 
decided, but it has been suggested that it 
should be one showing the late President's 
world-wide interest. 

Following the Roosevelt series will come a 
set in honour of the Armed Services. Suggested 
designs are the raising of the Stars and Stripes 
at Iwo Jima for the Marines; the Remagen 
Bridge across the Rhine for the Army; a scene 
at the Annapolis Academy (this year being the 
100th anniversary) for the Navy; an Atlantic 
convoy for the Merchant Marine, and a rescue 
at Sea for the Coast Guard. 

GERMANY 
A.M.G. stamps appear to have been in use 

since about March 19, the first place of use 
being in the Aachen area. The stamps are just 
about as attractive as those previously issued· 
for use in Italy and" in France. They were 
printed by lithography in America. The main­
feature is a large Gothic "M" in white upon 
an oval colour. There are figures of value in 
the up,per corners with "A.M. Post'' betwr~en 
them; at the bottom is "Deutschland," and 
"Pfennig" runs vertically down either side. So 
far nine denominations are reported, from 3 
to 25 pf. 

"Linn's Weekly" repor_ts that a specfal ward 
was opened in December in the Charite (Ber­
lin's biggest hospital) for stamp collectors who 
had gone crazy through frantic efforts to keep 
their war stamp collections up to date. 

O.F.S. 2~d. STAMPS-CORRECTION. 
A correction was made in our June issue 

to Mr. Rich's article which appeared in the 
April issue, but unfortunately a second cor­
rection was omitted (there must have been a 
philatelic gremlin about!). On p. 41, col. 2 
where it .says "Roman 1 and Antique 2 in !i" 
but better described as "1 over 2," this last 
should be I over 2." 'I'he sfght.:,recognition 
character in the ''Ii'' is I, not 1. The same 
misprint occurs again lower down in describ­
ing the variety of the "I over 2" with ordin­
ary 2. 
111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~1111111 
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One of the most striking and fascinating 
stamp varieties is the so-c:-illed "_Broke~, Plate 
variety'' of the Maf ekmg Siege Bad~n 
Powell" stamp. It is hardly even seen; m 
fact it is such an elusive item that nothing 
but' mere statements of its existence have 
appeared until now, mostly incorrect state­
ments at that, as we shall see. A clear de­
scription has never boen given yet. 

The general lack of any particulars about 
this variety has caused Stephen G. Rich in 
his recent book "Philately of the Anglo-Boer 
War" to go so far as to suspect that the 
variety probably exists ''on counterfeits only 
(p. 54). 

It is the purpose of this articleJ ther_efo_re, 
to give for the first time a clear descnpt10n 
of the variety. 

A Variety of the LARGJiJ Plate. . 
Some writers presume that the variety oc­

curred on the smaller B.P.-plate. F. Melville 
(Cape Handbook, 19U6, pp. l:$0, 95), B. W. H. 
Poole (S.A. War Provisionals, 1901, p. 39) and 
L. N. & M. Willia:i;ns ("Stamp Review," ~ov., 

"-1937) are of this opinion. ~he latter explame<l 
to me in a letter that seemg there were two 
plates of the B.P. stamp, first a smaller one 
(SG. 19, 20), later a larger one (SG. 21, 22), 
the smaller one must have been the one which 
broke, thus necessitating the second plate. 

This is not correct. 'l'he smaller plate never 
broke nor cracked during the printing period, 
as the late siege postmaster, l\lr. ,J. Y. Howat, 
has confirmed to me. He also told me that the 
only reason for the issue of the large p_late was 
the consideration that it would be an improve­
ment in appearance on the first small-sizC'd 
stamp. Here are some particulars in this 
regard: · 

The small 3d. B.P. stamp was the first :\Iafe­
king Blue to be issued (7.4.00). · The issue of a 
ld. (Cyclist) stamp was also contemplated, 
but a trial printing of it in. a similar si!1all 
size did not show well the details of the design, 
so a large ld. was the definite issue three da~~s 
later (10.4.00). The considC'ration that tl11s 
large ld. stamp showed off WC'll arnl that a 
higher denomination like th(' 3d. TI.P. stamp 
s\wnlcl certainly not be of smalkr size than the 
1 ·1 lPd to the manufacture of tlw large H.P., 

,~l{ich appeared also on tl~e l_0th April, moo, 
togethE'r with the lcl. Cyclist 1ss11e. 

(\111 se of the Cracli. 
During printings from this large B. P. plate 

a mishap occurred to )Ir. D. 'fa~·lor, tlw 
photographer, who "·as in chargt> of manufac­
h1ring the blne stan_1ps: IT e dru11ped the_ neu<1-
tive alass pl(lte accidentally and broke it. 

It has been alleged that the damage was 
done purposely to create a unique variety for 
speculative reasons. Such discredit is defi­
nitely not justified. One cannot imagine that 
the creator of the, plate, after exerting him­
self in the laborioas task of manufacturing it, 
should take the risk of smashing the glass 
plate and his whole work to bits, in order 
to have a possible variety. It can safely be 
assumed that the photographer ,vas not 
philatelically "trained" enough to expect a 
smashed plate to be a special attraction for 
philatelists. To handle a glass plate and 
work with it, is in general a delicate job, and 
if one considers that the printings were made 
under extraordinary circumstances and at 
times of heavy bombardment, one can under­
stand that there could hardly have been any 
thought of stamp speculation, and that there 
was every excuse for an accident as happened. 

To understand the complicated process of 
manufacturing another plate again (which 
would have been the third), was found un­
necessary, as the frame holding the plate and 
the printing paper during printings, could 
equally well hold together the broken glass 
plate without complications. 
Description of the Oracle. 

The crack (break) went right across the 
plate, affecting mainly the middle row of 
stamps. Here is a diagram (Fig. 1) of a 
complete sheet, indicating the exact position 
of th(' crack: 

□ □ □ □ 
□ 8 3 4 t----~ 

~ [] □ □ □ I i 

l◄'ig. 1 (r0dueed from natural size). 
As ean be seen, the following four stamps 

of a shed shmr the crack (in each case 
slunfinu): 

How 3 No. 1 (on left top margin) 
l~ow 2 No. :2 (011 bottom margin) 
How 2 No. 3 (on bottom of stamp picture) 
Row 2 No. 4 (across stamp picture) 
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Thus, there arc fuur difference varieties of 
pu.~i.ti.un of the crack. It must be noted, how­
ever that positions 1 and 2 are hardly' ever 
recognised on single copies, as the. crack runs 
in these positions mostly through the line of 
perforntion, or very close to it (see sketch). 

'the follo,Ying illustration (Fig. 2) sho,Ys 
these positions 1 and 2 in a block of six 
stamps (left half of sheet): 

Fig. 3. Fig. -!. 

Fig. 5. 

~ (Same position as in Fig. 3, but icicle crack.) 

Fig. 2. 

,vhen the two parts of the . br?ken . glass 
plate were plaoecT in~o the prmtrng . frame, 
thc-y "·ere not necessanly fittc-d neatly ~n rela­
tion to each other so that one can notice cer­
tain displuceme11f~. These displacements are 
not so much noticeable in positions 1 and 2, 
as the break does not interfere here with the 
stamp pictures, but they are more evident in 
position 3 (see J;'ig._ 3), and very pron~nmce~ 
in position 4 (sec Fig. 4). The frame Imes of 
the stamp picture are out of alignment where 
the two parts are placed against each other. 

B0sides the four vari0ties of position, there 
arc also varieties of width of the crack (break), 
On some copies the C'rack has the appearance 
of a very nan·ou- gap (se0 l1'i.gs. 3 and 4), on 
other copies it appears 1.ride, sho\\·ing as a 
comparatively thi.ek white line (see Fig. 5). 

These varieties of width have led to some 
theories about "stages" in the development 
of tlw crack : 

1'he So-called "Rejoined" l'late. 
Melville (pp. 80, 93), for instance, believer:s 

that the glass plate was just cracked origi­
nally, having in mind copies with a narrow 
gap like in Figs. 3 and 4, and that during 
printings the crack progressed until at last 
the negative broke altogether (wide gap like 
in Fig. 5). L. N. & ~L Williams ("The 
Stamp Lover," Jan.-Feb., 1944) are of similar 
opinion. 

Poole (p. 69) on the other hand, presumes 
that the plate first cracked and broke, regard­
ing copies like Fig. 5 as the first stage, and 
that at a later stage the two loose parts were 
rejoinecl, believing that copies like Jngs. 3 
and 4 show such a join. 

Both theories are wrong; in particular there 
was never any "join." 

The fact that there are "displacements" on 
all copies, i.e., with the wide as ,vell as with 
the narro~· gap, indicates that there could 
not have been just a "cracking" at the be­
ginning, but that there must have been a 
break into two parts right away at the acci­
dent, as cannot be exp('cted otherwise in the 
flat glass plate. 

W1th regard to th(' supposed "join," {~-<.. 
thin blaek lines (see in Figs. 3 and 4) ha, 
probabl.'· b('en mistak<>11 for that. But as 01~0 

can sec in Fig. 5, tlwse black lines appear 
partly also on the wide-gap copies. These 
black lines were caus('d by p·rismatic refroc­
tiun dne to the irregularity of the glass plate 
at the edges. Anyway, there · was no reason 
,Yhy the printings from the · two glass parts 
should have heen intNrupted and a join ad­
ministf'!'('<l, s00i11g that the printing frame 
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could holcl the Lwo parts comfortably and Llrn L 
tho printings, actually made from them, "·en) 
quite successful. 

Summarising, there are no sfuues in the de­
velopment of the crack, but only the varieties 
of narrow and of wide breaks, caused by the 
·inconsistency of the distance between the two 
glass parts in the printing frame. 

Two Sizes of the Large 1-J.P. &tarnv. 
There are two different sizes of the large 

B.P. stamp in existence, on both of which the 
"crack" variety is represented. 

Although these two sizes have occasionally 
been reported, they have been ~vrongly 
ascribed to different plates: In reality, the 
slightly smaller size (23 mm., against the nor­
mal 24 mm.) was caused through shrinkage of 
the paper on account of dampness during the 
printing process. The width. is i~ both ~ases 
the same, as paper always shrmks 1n one direc­
tion. 

The "crack" variety, as mentioned, can be 
found on normal-sized as well as on the slightly 
smaller-sized stamps. 

Quantity of Copies. 
Now the question most at heart will natur­

ally b~ : How many printings were actually 
made altogether from the "broken" plate? 
Unfortunately, this cannot be ascertained any 
more. The late Mr. D. Taylor did not leave 
us any particulars_ in this re~ard. Accord_ing 
to some informat10n I received, for which, 
however I cannot vouch, five stamp sheets 
were p1\nted altogether after the accident, 
meaning 20 copies in all affected by the break. 

(The reproduced copies, another single and 
a vertical strip' of three are in the writer's 
collection.) 

Although I pass this information on_ with 
all ·reservation, I must say that according to 
my experience alil.d to extensive enquiries this 
figure is most probably correct. 

Concluding, I would like to emphasi~e tha~ 
there is hardly any other error or variety of 
such striking and pronouncC'd appearance, and 
at the same time with such a "clean record," 
as the "broken B.P. plate.)' Only the lack 
of any information until now has apparently 
kept it from attaining catalogue /Status. 

Always Wanted: Stamps of all colonies 
and countries. Singles, sets and in bulk 
on or off pa per. 

Al'ways Available: Approvals, new is­
sues, etc., against cash or references. 

Geo. F. Rowe, 11 Barmouth Road, Lon­
don S.W.18. 

Join 
THE INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE CLUB 

and build your collection cheaply with the help of over­
seas members. Membership costs only 4/6 per year, or 
three years 12/ _ and competitions offer free extensions. 
(Used stamps on or off cover accepted for fees by 

arrangement). 
Full particulars from: 

S. G. Walton, 252 St. John's Road, Canley Vale, 
N.S.W., Australia. 

MONTHLY 
PHILATELIC 

BULLETIN 
Each month The Windsor Stamp Co. pub­

lish THE WINDSOR MONTHLY PHILA­
TELIC BULLE'.rIN, an attractive 12 page 
illustrated list. 

Contents include many offers of interesting 
stamps, including sections for Empire and 
Foreign; New Issues; Stamps for Investment; 
High values; Specimens; Accessories; Special 
offers and a Monthly Outstanding Bargain. 

No, we are not telling you any more as we 
wish you to obtain and judge the 1\1.P.B. for 
yourself, and, of course, as a subscriber have 
the exclusive offers each month of stamps in• 
short supply at reasonable prices. 

Subscription 2s. 6d. for one year's supply of 
12 issues, which please remit by British Postal 
Order. Specimen copy 3d. 

THE V/liNDSOR STAMP COMPANY 
UCKF~LD SUSSEX ENGLAND 

'The Editor, 
"South African Philatelist." 

A NATAL J1-,AKE 

Sir,-In February, 1945, a collector in In­
diana, showed me a stamp from a collection 
bought in England in 1920, which appears to be 
a hitherto unknown variety. It appears to be 
an inverted overprint of the Natal ls. green 
with carmine overprint "POSTAGE" in a 
semicircle, issued in 1870 (Gibbons No. 57). 

Comparison, using microscope as well as high 
power hand lens, with six copies of the 1870 ls. 
with normal green . overprint and some 20 
copies, including blocks, of the ls. orange of 
1888 with the same overprint, shows several 
aberrancies. In the inverted overprint, the 0 
is round, not oval; the A larger than the other 
letters; the E has all three horizontals of equal 
length instead of the centre one short. 

Under the miscroscope the overprint appears 
to be very carefully hand-drawn or hand­
painted. The "carmine" colour is really an 
orange-red. It was skilfully ,vorked on, so that 
determination of whether the ov0rprint or the 
cancellation is on top where thev meet, has not 
been feasible. ' 

Cancellation is the common numeral 2 in 
grid, weakly struck. Traces of two more strikes 
of cancellation appear near top and bottom. 
'rhis copy has lower right corner missing and 
also a large thin spot; perfs. cut design at left 
and nearly touch it at bottom. I am suggest­
ing to the owner that he mark the stamp 
"False overprint" indelibly on its back. 

Yours, etc., 
STEPHEN G. RICH. 
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(Cuncludl:d frum page !Hi) 

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG. 
PreS1ident, Mr. E. C. Sprighton; Hon. Secretary, Mr. 

J. Robertson, P. 0. Box 4967, Johannesburg ; Meetings, 
2nd Tuesdays, Public Library, Johannesburg, at 7.45 

p.~t the July meeting Mr. A. Gladstone exhibited his 
fine cpllection of Russian stamps. The cx­
hib'it included the earliest Tsarist issues as well as the• 
most recent Soviet commemoratives. 

The Charity stamps of both regimes were shown, the 
rare 1905 issues being included. Some of the stamps 
were most unusual issues. Thus there were the ''Phil­
ately for Children Stamps'' of 1922 sold for one day 
only at Moscow, and stamps sold only at the Philatelic 
Bureau. The exhibit included some miniature sheets us 
well as some ''locals." The exhibit was well mounted 
on black paper. 

During the evening Mr. Isaacs read some notes of 
philatelic interest and showed a cover which had been 
posted at Rome on 31st December, 1944, addressed to 
Johannesburg and which was franked with the old 
stamps of the Fascist regime. . . 

VVANT TO BUY 
Cash or Exchange 

Per 12, 100, 1,000 and more, regular supplies 
of sets and singles from Basutoland, Bechuana­
land, Northern Rhodesia, Nyasaland, Swaziland, 

S.W. Africa and others. 

Send offers by air, do not send stamps until I 
send Import Number. 

B. SAVITZ 
13 Adbolton Avenue, Gedling, Nottingham, 

England. 
Member B.P.A. London Member P.T.S. London. 

Four new members of the Society were elected durmg 
the evening. The usu.1.l auction on behalf of war funds EJ111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 [!) 
was held, and good prices. were realised. 

I.I. 
+ 

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETI'Y OF NATAL 
President, Mr. A. L. Bevis; Hon. Sec., G. Milner; 

Palmer, P. 0. Box 588, Durban; Meetings, 1st and 
~rd Wednesdays at London Assurance House, 319 
Smith Street (in the rooms of the Durban Camera 
Clnh. top floor), 7.30 p.m. 

The July meeting was well attended. Our good old 
friend Mr. P. 0. Bishop, who has left us for the 
old country, wrote a particularly pleasing letter thank­
ing the Society for the co-operation and good fellow­
ship he had enjoyed during his twenty-five years of 
membership. In bidding the Society good-bye, he pre­
sented a cheque to be used for whatever purpose the 
Soc,ietY might think fit. 

The competition this month was by our hard working 
secretary; this was well entered for, the winner being 
Mr. Grace with nine out of the eleven questions correct. 

An exhibition of the stamps of Egypt was given by 
Mr. W. T. Williams and enjoyed by all present. 

The secretary advises us that this is the last of the 
series of competitions and that something new will be 
brought forward at our next meeting which would be 
just as interesting if not more so, than our last series. 
Is it a Brains Trust by any chance? 

We are hoping that many of' our visitors will in 
the near future become members, we need many more 
if we want our post-war plans to be a success. It is 
hoped that within the very near future a sub-committee 
will be formed to go into ways and means so that we 
can Jll"OC'eed m, soon as circumstances permit. 

W.lI.W. 

U.S.S.R. 

: 

NEW SETS 
Foreign and Colonial · 
11 Belg. Congo 1941, Monument cpl. mint 10/6 

6 Brazil 1943, Stamp Centenary, epl. mint 8/6 
3 do. 1943/-14 Oommemos. ( 765, 767, 

7~5) 'mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2/0 
5 Brazil 1944 Air Provis., 768/772 cpl. 

mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/6 
11 Curacao 1936/43 Numeral Pictorial, :mint 3/6 

8 do. and Surinam, Royal Family, cpl. 
mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7/6 

6 Italy 1926 St. Francis, cpl. mint . . .. . 3/6 
5 do. 1934 Soccer, cpl. mint . . . . . . 5/6 
2 Nicaragua 1943, V i~sue, cpl. mint . . 1/6 
8 Nigeria 1936, King George V, ½d, to 1/-

mint . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •. 8/6 
3 Mexico 1940, Stamp Centenary (643/45) 

3 ~~
1
~..\c~·1942°.Ast;o-Ph;;io~·A·i~ (Ei9ii93) 

516 

:mint . . . . . . . . . . 4/6 
6 Zanzibar Dues, 1936 cpl. mint 4/6 

Nett, c.w.o., post free 

A. LICHTENSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 

Recent issues include two in honour of the 
author, A. G. Griboyedov, 30k. and 60k. (port­
raits) and there are now six illustrative of 
military orders and medals. This set exists 
both perforated ~nd imperforate. m ............... " ...................................................................... , .. a 

Fl"""'"'~:•;•;•:~;:•;~""':;.,.,;;•~~•~;""•;~•~:;..,•;;•;•;•;•~•~"'"~~~~•;•;•~~~"""'""'"'"""'""'"'"l 
should get into touch with me AT ONCE ,i•. 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 
AF'RICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
0n approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL, 

J. BIRD, 116 Highlands Heath, London, S.W. 15, England 

::; 
~ 

t!J11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111uauH,-,, .. 111111• .... • .. • ....... ,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111·1111111111111111111111111111111111(:l 
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Stanley Gibbons' Priced Catalogue Part I 
(British Empire), 1945. Published price 10s. 
6d., postage extra. -

This has appeared unexpectedly soon after 
the last edition ( 1944). It incorporates issues 
down to about the end of January. It is noted 
that quarters have been eliminated in the de­
scription of modern perforations although 
varieties already listed may retain them. 

Prices have been extensively revised, mainly 
upwards, although a few reductions have been 
noted. This applies both to old issues and to 
more modern stamps. In the first case it is 
due to shortage of material coupled with a 
steadily increasing demand; this is notable, 
for example, in the case of the Cape triangu­
lars, which have almost a]I jumped up, in some 
cases considerably. 

In the case of modern and recently obsolete 
stamps, rises are due in a great measure to 
speculation both by large scale operators and 
ordinary collectors. A warning is given that 
t,he reward likely to be reaped is not the one 
expected by those who have indulged in lay­
ing up stocks of anything modern which they 
may have imagined would become rarities. 
Dealers get all low priced issues, while current, 
in- quantities pretty certain to ensure against 
this likelihood. 

The catalogue is excellently produced and 
very welcome. 

A Revieu.,1, 1943-44. Private treaty and auc-­
tion sales in the rooms of Robson Lowe, Ltd., 
50 Pall Mall, London S.W.1. 

This review of a year's working when bombs 
were still falling and the building was badly 
damaged is a record of steadily increasing 
prices being obtained. These brought large 
quantities of stamps on the market and they 
changed hands as quickly as they could be 
prepared for sale. 

The brochure illustrates a number of the out­
standing items dealt with ana mso describes 
the various other activities of the firm. 

Their aims during the war years and for the 
peace years to follow have been: "That cer­
tain standards shall never be lowered-those 
of fair prices for fine quality;. not to sell any­
thing that we shall be ashamed to buy bacl( 
again when the buyer has become the seller." 

"Bridging the Atlantic," by N. C. Baldwin. 
Published by Francis J. Field, Ltd., Sutton 
Coldfield, England. Price 10s. 6d., post free. 

This is the next to appear of the Aero-Field 
Handbook and will be of great interest to all 
air mail collectors. It will be a chronological 
history of some 350 major events fron1 1873-
1944 in the way of Atlantic :flights (proposed, 
attempted and successful). All and every air­
mail services connected with these will be dealt 
with and there is a priced catalogue for all 
the countries concerned. 

Publication was arranged before VE day, 
so the edition will be very limited and orders 
will be handled in strict rotation. 

WEEKLY STAMP 
AUCTION SALES 

EVERY 
THURSDAY 

12.45-2 p.m. 

CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 
Postal bids accepted • 

Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

JAMES MILDENHALL & COM,PANY 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

Corner RISSIK & MARSHALL STREETS (Opp. Estom House) 

JOHANNESBURG 
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PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Lt.-Col. G. Lance Horne; Hon. Secretary, 

H. A. Wager, P .0. Box 514: Meetings, 1st l).nd 3rd 
Mondays, 8 p. m., Technical College. 

.July 2: Mr. H. N. B. Hawke described four new 
Roosevelt Commemoratives. 

Mr. H. Rudd gave a very comprehensive !)aper on 
Charity Stamps. They first appeared in Australia in 
1897 and soon nearly every country was issuing them. 
The most continuous series in child welfare stamps were 
those of Switzerland of which a set of four has been 
issued every year. The number of charity objects is 
very varied and the amount of money raised has 
been considerable, the stamps, although used for l)ost­
age, being sold over their face value. Mr. Rudd enumer­
ated a list of the different objects such as war funds 
orphans, sick and wounde~ famine, cancer, tubercu: 
losis, etc. 

IT'uly 16: Mr. Hawke read an extract dealing with 
the issues of stamps in the Channel Islands during the 
German occupation. 

Five-minute Papers: Mr. Wilson described the two 
ways in which watermarks are made and showed how 
the use of ultra-violet light could be used to bring 
out watermarks. Mr. Watson gav~ a description !tnd 
details of the building of the Zambesi Bridge. Prof. 
Wage1• gave an account of the rise and fall of the 
small stamp-issuing state of Memel and illustrated his 
talk with stamps of Memel. Mr. Oppenheim gave n 
brief account of some of the changes in the price of 
stamps as shown in the new catalogue. He pointed 
out that dealers were now laying down unlimited stocks 
of any new issues. Mr. Bottomley described the l)re­
carious passage of mail by the Tin-pot method pre­
vailing in Tonga. He showed an interesting cover :>f 
a letter sent by that means. 

+ H.A.W. 

PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIEr.I'Y 
President, G. K. Forbes: Hon. Sec., Mr. n. G. Y. 

Malcolm, P. 0. Box 458; Meetings, Room 8, City Hall 
Basement, at 7 .45 p.m., 1st and -3rd Tuesdays. · 

As usual firqt meeting of the month was social 
and auction, and was well attended. 

The business meeting was held on .July 17, 1945, 
and was supported by a large gathering of members. 

The display was in the hands of Mr. Fowlds and Mr. 
Archer. Mr. Fowlds tabled -30 pages of Australia, tn 
both mint and used i,:tate. There was one l)ag-e ::{iven 
over to specimens which was very interesting. The com­
plete issue to commemorate the landing of the Duke 
and Duchess of Gloucester, in blocks of four, mint, 
completed a fine display. 

Mr. Archer tabled ten pages, five of Guatemala nnd 
five of Honduras Republic. The Guatemala lot had the 
complete issue l)rinted in 1881. 

After the display the preRident sold several bo0ks 
of stamps from Stanley Gibbons, and as Usnal-there 
were more buyers than stamps--and some were drawn 
for. 

A small auction of about 20 packets of stamps rlt·cw 
to a clo3e a very pleasant evening. 

+ L.KC. 

EAST RAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Lt. J. A. B. van \Vyk; Hon. Secretar11-

Treasurer, E. N. Rigg, 103 Kemston Avenue, Benoni · 
Meetif!,gs, 3rd Tuesdays, 8 p.m., Hotel Regent; 
BenoDI. , 

.June meeting had a fair attendanee, and after the for­
~al business had been dis)losed of, the rest of the ever.­
mv. was taken up with first, a competition <irranv,ed 
by the secretary, which was won by Lt. van Wvk, then 
Mr. Shepherd displayed his collection of Rhodesian 
~;_uble Heads showing the dim,rent perfs.. 13}, 14 and 

Mr. Rigg then exhibited his collections of Nyasalar.d, 
Natal and St. Helena. 

.July meeting: News of the month was given bv M1·. 
Suklje. Items of interest: Several covers· were hasR0d 
around showing various post marks and new isst1es of 
stamps. 

Exhibit for the evening was provided by Mr. Suklje ; 
t~is w11:s. a fm:ther ~ec.\ion ,.<>!,_~~G:.. ~~--~!1~~~ i_g~~!~;:~ 

IRlands. Canada, Nyasaland, Austi-alia, Union rif South 
Africa~ ~outh-West Africa, Mauritius, Kenya, Uganrla, 
Tanganyika, Turk, and Cai1•0R, BnRutoland, New 
HehrideR, Si,•rrn Leone, Hong Kong, India, Togo. So" 
maliland, Zanziba1·, 

+ El.N.R. 

EAST LONDON PHILATELiIG SOCIETY 
President, Mr. A. Watson; Hon. 1Secret:uy, Mr. 

S. F. Fowler, P. 0. Box 168, East London: Meetings, 
Colosseum Building, 2nd Fridays, 7.45 p.m. 

'The July meeting took place on the evening of the 
13th, eighteen members and nine visitors attending . 
After the usual business, several interesting covers 
and the latest U.S.A. commemoratives were passed 
round, while Mrs. Alabaster also produced for inspec­
tion a copy of the new S.G. British Empire Catalogue, 
which had just been received. 

C-0pies of the competition arranged, as promised, by 
Mr. T. A. Harper were then distributed. 30 Mottops 
and Inscriptions were given and the competitors al­
lowed 15 minutes in which to note agaim1t each the 
name of the country on whose stamps it appeared. 

Most members found that, although they knew the 
mottoes, etc., quite well, the)' were uncertain on \vhich 
country's stamps they appeared. Two prizes were clon­
nated by Mr. HarpPI1, the winner being Mr. C. H. 
Thornton with 25 correct out of 30-a really splendid 
effort. Mr. Paviour was the runner-up with 17 correct. 

A short talk by Mr. Jensen followed, which '.vd.S 
most instructive, after which the same member ~ahled 
the evening's display, commencing with mint and used 
Kenya, the former including mint blocks of four OJf 
everything from and including the Jubilee set, ~he 
highest values and all perfor11tion varieties. Next came 
a ~number of sheets of attractive complete sets. ,,ach 
bearing a different artistic design executed in black 
and white. These undoubtedly enhanced the appearance 
of the pictorial sets so mounted, and constituted the 
finest ornamental display yet seen here. Mr. ,Jensen ,vrft.3 
heartily congratulated ·on his display. 

The meeting closed. after the usual auction, many Jots 
being disposed of by Mr. Jensen who kindly deputised 
for the official auctioneer, absent through illness. 

Four new members were provosed during the tneeting 
and duly elected. 

+ 
T.A.II:' 

THE JEWISH GUILD PHILATELIC SECTION 
Chairman, Mr. A. Gladstone; Hon, Sec.. Mr. I. 

Isaacs, 910 His Majesty's Buildings, Elof.f Street, Jo­
hannesburg. Meetings:,: Last Thursday in each month at 
the .Jewish Guild Memorial Hall, Von Brandis Street, 
Johannesburg, at 8 p.m. 

At the meeting held on ,June 28 there were two ex­
hibits. Mr. I. Isaacs ·showed a selection of covers 
flown on various stag·es of the Great Britain-Australia 
opening service in December, 1934. The exhibit included 
some pilot-signed eovers, and showed most .of the 
stages. Dr. A. Kaplan showed a practically complete col­
lection of the Free French ProviRional Issues for the 
Cameroons and Equatorial Africa. The exhibit included 
both the "Spitfire" sets, one on a flown cover. There 
were also rare varieties including the "Oeuvres ,le 
Guerre" with missing "s" in pair with normal in all 
the values. The ambulance set waR included as well 'ts 
many blocks. Mr. Giadstone and Mr. Mark llose ,J)oke 
on Mr. Isaacs' exhibit and Mr. Gbdstone spoke on nr. 
K~plan's exhibit. 

Some items of intereRt were shown round by mem­
bers, including first day covers of the United Nations' 
stamp, issued by U.S.A. to commf•morate the San 
Francisco Conference and to pay tribute to the late 
President Roosevelt. 

+ 
NYA8ALAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

President, l\lr. C. SteYens: Hon. Secretar,1 ~l\lr. 
Anson: Meetings, 2.nd Mondays, Tobacco J;. a:icn 
Rooms, Limbe, 5 p.m. 

At the May meeting- there were 11 ordinary and fou1· 
junior members present;. together with a visitor, Dr. 
Wragg-, from Southern Rhodesia. 

Mr. Booth informed the meeting that a new printing­
of the 5s. stamp, on thinner paper than th<> previous 
printing and of a slightly different shade, was how 
on sale at the post office. 

The rest of the time of the mPeting was spent :>Ver 
sale and exchange. 

C.J.A. 
(Continm,d on page 94) 
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The SEASONS 

Spring flowers are a blaze of colour .. . 
Summer sunbathing is here again .. . 

Autumn leaves are falling ... what do 
you fancy for the "July'' ?-
the seasons may mean no 

more than that to you. 

But to railwaymen they mean constant 
changes in the hard routine of national 
transportation. They mean that locomo­
tives and rolling stock must be diverted 
to this district and that, to distribute 
fertilizers before the spring planting, to 
bring in the summer fruit or the bumper 
crops of autumn, or to carry more coal 
for the fires of winter. Only a complete 
survey of the agricultural, industrial, 
military and social activities of South 
Africa in wartime could give you a true 
index of the work the Railways have to do. 

In spite of difficulties, 

the work gets done ! 

South African Railways 

iti. 

* Publilhed by tba Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholeeale Dl■tributon: Central New■ Aauc7, 
'Ii> Ltd., lahanneeburr. Prin~ b7 llairaliu Prea (Pro prietarJ') Lhait.d, Za Barrbon Street, lohanneaburs 
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~E SOUTH AFRICAN 
PHILATELIST 

I_ 

Proprietors and Publishers: 

THE PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Price 6d. REGISTERED AT THE G.P.O. AS A NEW SP APER. Price 6d. 

Vol. 21, No. 9. SEPT.E,'\'IBER, 1945. Whole No. 246. 

THE PHILATELIST 
The Leading International Monthly for Intelligent Stamp Collectors 

Edited by ROBSON LOWE 

Special Exclusive Articles 
by 

LEADING BRITISH WRITERS 
including 

Foster Bond, Guy R. Crouch, Samuel Graveson, Glynn Grylls, E. F. Hurt, Chas. Jewell, 
L. N. & M. Williams, Dennis Way 

+ 
Price Five Shillings Per Annuni 

Post Free - Specimen Copy sent on request 

+ 
A New Volume starts with each October issue and in order 

to ensure continuity you are recommended to 
SUBSCRIBE NOW 

+ 
Published on the FIRST ·FRIDAY ip each Month by . 

THE REGENT STAI\\P CO., LTD. 
50 PALL MALL - LONDON, S.W.1 · - ENG.LAND 
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Buying in London Auctions 
Specialist Collectors need no longer languish enviously 

helpless and unable to bid on the choice pieces coming to 
Sale in H. R. Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auctions. A new 
Service has been inaugurated to acquaint South African 
Collectors with full details of the H. R. HARMER Sales in 
ti me for bids to be sent to London. 

Collectors who desire to take advantage of this new 
Service, and old clients who have not been able to keep in 
regular touch with us throughout the War, should apply for 
full particulars of the scheme, specifying the countries in 
which they are especially interested. 

I st and 2nd. LONDON AUTUMN SALES 22nd and 23rd. 

OCTOBER: A highly valuable 
An extremely fine 9th and I 0th. Special ised Collection 

Collection The magnificent of 

of ,, GREENLAND" COLLECTION CANADA 
of containing many 

UNITED STA TES GREAT BRITAIN out;tand ir g rarities 
and Colonies 

Are you contemplating selling your Collection ? 
The H. R. HARMER Auctions are the World's best medium for 
the Sale of fine stamps. More than 3,000 Leading Collectors 
are consistent buyers at the H. R. HARMER Auctions in 
London and New York. Full details of Facilities, Commission 
Terms and Insurance arrangements are given in the Annual 
Resume of Prices Realised, price 6d., post paid. 

H. R. HARMER 
The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS. 

39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1, 

Cables:" HARMER," BOND STREET, LONDON: in association with H. R. HARMER, Inc., 
32-34, EAST 57th STREET, NEW YORK 22, N.Y. 

Cables:" HARMERVALE," NEW YORK 
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SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 
Proprietors and Publishers : 

The Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa 
Honorary Editor: Dr. J. H. HARVEY PIRIE, P.O. Box 7012, Johannesburg. 
Honorary Business :iager: WILLIAM REDFORD, Broadcast House, Commissioner 

~ - Street, Johannesburg. 
Subscription: · Shillings per annum, post free to any part of the World. 
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UNION AND S.YI.A. 
l\Ir. R. Aner reports finding the following 

minor varieties : 
(a) A sheet of the small l½d. mine dump 

stamp in which a' piece of intrusive 
matter has been drawn over the whole of 
Row 6 at the level of "South Africa­
Suid Afrika," giving it a blurred ap­
pearance. 

(b) The bro,vn l½cl. Bantam, in which a 
band· of reel about half-an-inch wicle 
occurs across the whole wiclth of Rov, 9 
from selvedge to selvedge, giving the 
stamps a reel-brown appearance. 

)Ir. E. J. Beunclerman reports having ob­
tained in 1944 the ½cl. ancl 3d. Postage Dues 
(S.G. Nos. D 22 ancl D 28) ·with inverted 
watermarks. 

)Ir. H. Roth, of Outjo, records that on the 
bantam ls. with small SW A Opt., there is one 
stamp on each sheet with little rings above t~e 
smaller ccannon of the first tank; also that m 
the ls. 3d. war effort there is an English in­
scribed stamp with a white dot on the "H." 

YICTORY STAMPS 
The )linister of Posts ancl ·Telegraphs, Sena­

tor Clarkson, states that in commemoration 
of the l;nitecl Nations' victory, a special issue 
of postage stamps in the denominations ld., 
2d. and 3d. will be on sale at all Union post 
offices from )fonday, December 3, till Thurs-
day, January 31, 1946. . 

The stamps, which "·ill measure about l½m. 
by iin., will be designed to typify respectively 
"victory," "peace" ancl "hope." . 

They ,vill be bicoloured, and will he over-
11',inted for use in S.W.A. 

Rumour hath it that it was intended to issue 
}hem on V-J _day, but the plan was spoiled by 
That clay commg along so soon. 

r.S.A. 
The first of the Roosevelt memorial stamps 

has arrived, viz., the 3c, in purple, showing 
a vignette of the late President on t~e left 
and a vie,v of the ,vhite House on the nght. 

KENYA 
The "Stamp :Magazine" announces that De 

la Rue printings appear to be going back to 
their original 11½ x 13 perforations, in ,vhich 
case the various values of this colonv which 
came out in perf. 13, 13 x 13} or 14 should 
he good items to get before they are all snapped 
up. 

The plate numbers and perfs. of the print­
ing released in April are given in "Gibbons' 
Stamp Monthly" as follows (the number in 
brackets after the plate number indicate the 
stamp in the bottom row under which the 
number appears): 

Frame. Centre. 
5c 13 x 11½ 5 (9) 2A (10) 
OC 13 X 11½ 5 (9) 2Il (lQ) 

10c 13 x 11 ½ 5 (9) 5B (10) 
20c 13 x 13½ 4 (9) 5B (10) 
30c 13 X 13½ 3 (9) 3 (10) 
50c 13 x 11½ 1 (9) 2B (10) 
ls 13 x 11½ 1 (9) 5A (10) 
ls 13 x 11½ 1 (9) 5B (10) 
3s 13 x 11½ 1 (9) 5B (10) 
5s 13 X 13½ } (2) 3 (10) 

10s 13 x 13½ None 5B (10) 
The No. 5 of the two 5c frame plates is in 

the same position as before but is a narrower 
figure than previously. The 15c plate num­
bers were not aYailable. The 2s. and £1 are 
unchanged, the latter still being perf. 14. 
Shade changes are very slight. 

)[r. Tunstall writes that there is great com­
plaint about the time taken for mails to arrive 
from Britain. By sea they average 43 clays 
(shortest 32, longest 52); by air they average 
2.5 days (quickest 18, longest 33). Apparently 
all air mail from Britain goes by sea to Eg;vpt, 
and only from there is it flown; air mail to 
Britain often goes all the way by air, but no 
guarantee is given that it will clo so. 

STAMPS TO OR FROM ABROAD 
A reader asks if there are still countries 

with which exchange of stamps is prohibited. 
The position is that buying, selling or ex- . 
change is still only permissible with British 
Empire countries, and even those not in the 
sterling bloc (Canada and N ewfouncllancl) are 
excluded. 
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MONTHLY 
PHILATELIC 

BULLETIN 
Each month The Windsor Stamp Co. pub­

lish THE WINDSOR MONTHLY PHILA­
TELIC BULLE'.rIN, an attractive 12 page 
illustrated list. 

Contents include many offers of interesting 
stamps, including sections for Empire and 
Foreign; New Issues; Stamps for Investment; 
High values; Specimens; Accessories; Special 
offers and a Monthly Outstanding Bargain. 

No, we are not telling you any more as we 
wish you to obtain and judge the M.P.B. for 
yourself, and, of course, as a, subscriber have 
the exclusive offers each month of stamps in 
short supply at reasonable prices. 

Subscription 2s. 6d. for one year's supply of 
12 issues, which please remit by British Postal 
Order. Specimen copy 3d. 

THE WINDSOR STAMP COMPANY 
UCKFiHD SUSSEX ENGLAND 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Sir, SWISS NOTES. 
On page 7 4 of your July issue in "Some 

S,viss and French Notes'' mention is made of 
a set commemorating 25 years Swiss air 
post. The three values mentioned are the 20c, 
30c and 1.50. 

I have in my possession a 10c stamp (posted 
in Geneva on the 5.XI.44) inscribed 1919 
Schweiz, Luftpost 1944. This stamp was on 
an envelope bearing the 20c and 30c referred 
to in the noi;./3s. The· stamp is of a ,Yhite 
biplane flying, with the ground beneath shown 
as a brownish sepia. 

Yours, etc., 
BRIAN NICHOLS. 

Sir, NEW REPUBLIC 
The war being happily over I can safely 

answer· the challenge in the note ''N e,v Re­
public and Natal," on p. 78 of the July 
''Philatelist.'' 

I have such a combination cover, particulars 
as follows : -

Cover franked with New Republic 2d. (S.G. 
197) obliterated with Vryheid oval postmark, 
dated 6-Jun-88, and Natal ld. (S.G. 99) ob­
literated with Dundee, Natal, postmark dated 
9-6-88, and backstamped Helpmakaar, Natal, 
9-6-88 and G.P.0. Natal (Pietermaritzburg), 
-date torn off. The Helpmakaar date has been 
altered b;v two ink strokes through the "9," 
thus making, apparently, the date 11th. 

I was interested to read that Robson Lmve 
had put up two New Republic-Natal com­
bination l)ieces at a recent auction, and hope 
one will find its way to South Africa. 

Yours, etc., 
A. E. BASDEN. 

r~IDENTTFIED RHODESIAN 
POSTMARK. 

Sir, 
In your Juno issue, ::\Ir. H. E. \Vard aski-_ 

for information regarding a Rhodesian post­
mark. May I suggest that he may be ,nong 
in presuming that the letter before the G i;,, 
a V. The juxtaposition of the V and G is 
most unlikely in a Bantu language. Presum­
ing the letter to be an N would give the 
possibility of NDANGAPOORT. 

There is, I believe, such a place in the Fort 
Yictoria district, near the Chiredzi River, 
ancl not far from Galrn. :Major Harrington's 
list might verify this. (His lists, unfortu­
nately show no P.O. ending in "Poort."-Ed.) 

Yours, etc., 
T. ~L SHAND. 

WANT TO BUY 
Cash or Exchange 

Per 12, 100, 1,000 and more, regular supplies 
of sets and singles from Basutoland, Bechuana­
land, Northern Rhodesia, Nyasaland, Swaziland, 

S.W. Africa and others. 

Send offers by air, do not send stamps until I 
send Import Number. 

Be SAVITZ 
13 Adbolton Avenue, Gedling, Nottingham, 

England. 
Member B.P.A. L~ndon Member P.T.S. London. 

f · · ·~~·~ ·c·~~~~~; ~~~ ~ ·~~1~;·7 
t COLONIALS ? : 
♦ By :\I. K. CAMERON. l 
; (A paper re~.d b~fore t~ie Cape TmYn ! 
♦ Philatelic Society.) t 
~ ............................... .. 

Recently in conversation with an old mem­
ber of the Society the subject of foreign 
stamps cropped up. "I qnly collect British 
Colonials," he said. It was not so much the 
actual words that struck me as the emphatic 
and scornful tone of voice. As a collector of 
some foreign stamps, I was so taken aback 
that I had nothing to say at the time. How­
ever, I thought the matter over and made a 
few judicious enquiries, as a result of which 
I found that my friend was not an isolated 
case, but that many other members took np 
the same attitude. I began to seek .for an· 
explanation. ;, 

One realises, of course, that one's collection 
must be limited, but why limit it to BritisJ1 
Colonials only? In any case, one could not 
collect all the stamps sho"·n in Part I of 
Gibbons' catalogue, although I know of many 
who have scrappy bits of a good many of the 
colonies without making a decent show of any. 

Admittedly, most of the recent pictorial 
types are attractive, but interest in these 
is being killed by the quarter perf. bogy, and 
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what is more monotonous. to look at than 
rows of tho key types? Then there is tho 
question of cost. ·with fmv exceptions, tho 
e~·ly issues are prohibitive in pric0, and tho 
av-('rage collector of moderate means has no 
hope of ever owning enough copies to make 
a'i.>·thing like a representative collection of all 
thi• colonies. Naturally, we all like to pos­
sess rare stamps, but even if we do manage 
to procure a few oddments here and there, 
this, in my opinion, does not make a collec­
tion. 

So, as I asked b(,fore, V.'hy draw a cordon 
around British Colonials only? Far be it 
from me to sugg<'st that tlwv should not be 
collected. But this fetish of Gibbons' Part I, 
alpha to omega, and nothing beyond, is, it 
seems to mo, merely narrow-mind0dnoss. Or 
is it perhaps some obscure form of ,patriotism? 

,v1rnt then is the alternative? Obvionsly, 
more variety in collecting, ineluding one or 
two foreign countries plus a strictly limited 
s0lection of British Colonials. Very tenta­
tively, I woul<l sugg<'st an ideal g<'neral col­
lC'etion ma(le up as follows:·-

One British ( 1olony (or Dominion) arnl one 
foreign eonntry from <'nch of the contincnt8, 
E111·01H', ARia, Africa arnl America (North and 
Routh could be regarded as separate if de­
Rired), .together with Australia or New Zea­
land, and of eourne individual fanci<'s, such as 
G,r<'at Britain or Unions. Snrdy thi8 would 
give enough scope for :rnybocly'R ta!C'nt8 and 
purse. The reRnlt eonhl he 1<'88 than a doz<'n 
vory good1 vari0d and interesting colk•etions 
all of winch coulcl he made reasonahlv eom­
plc•t;e, instead of fift.v or sixtv ierappv 
"eoloni0s," moRt of whid1 wonl(l 'show proli­
ahly lPss than 25 per cent. of the stamps 
li8ted in tho catalogue. Tlw collector also 
would 'gain )an exfZ.nd('d knowledge ~f th~ 
world, and, perhaps, lose some of his narnrn·-
111 indPdness. 

I have not said a11~·thing about tho stamps 
of l\lozambiqne on the tablo, which aecom­
pany this little papN. 'l'lwv ar<' rnerPlv one 
of my foreign collections, btit ~. very i1iten,s­
ting lot to collect. 

I can recommend :Mozambique as a Yery 
satisfactory addition to anybody's South 
Afri('an coll0ction, but, of c·onrne, th is is only 
my own particular fnn('y and <'ach of ~·ou must 
follow his own. 

AIRCRAFT SERVICES 
fl~· ~lA,JOR L. E. CREASY, Bulawayo. 

· Th(' annmmc0m0nt that tll(' Airgraph Ser­
vice ""'fic•t,vPC'll the United Kingdom arnl the 
Rn1 11iro c0asecl after tlw Pnd <)f ,JulY ,.-as r0-
CP~l ,.-ith inter0st and possibly ,~·ith sonw 
regrPt b~· ns all. 

This nwthod of communication was evolv('([ 
by the authorities in Britain as a war-time 
measure in April, 1941, and first came into 
uso for Service personnel in the )liddle East 
a~ a chc>ap and (Jlli('k m0ans of C'OlTPsponding 
,nth friends and rdatiY0s in thP rnitPd 

Kingdom. It met with an immediate response 
at a time when many complaints were being 
received at the delays of letters 0xperi0ncecl 
by all concerned owing to the shortage of 
shipping space. The service in the opposite 
direction was inaugurated later in the same 
year, the first official message being sent by 
H.M. The Queen to General Sir Claud Auchin~ 
leek, Commander in Chief, Middle East Forces, 
in Cairo on the 14th August, 1941. 

The first airgraphs were sent from Southern 
Rhodesia on the 15th November, 1941. This 
was a special concession to R.A.F. personnel 
only to enable them to send Christmas GreC't­
ings to their fri0nds and relatives at home. 
'rl1e first pnblic service ,vas inaugurakd on 
the 18th May, 1942, and this lrns available 
for both Service men and civilians. 'The SC'l'­

vice from the Union of South Africa opc>rn'd 
on the 1st May, i.e., nearly three weeks beforo 
ours. 'l'he system to Southern Rhodesia from 
the Unit0cl Kingdom did not, however, com­
mence until the 10th September, 1942, at tho 
Rame time as the scrvicC' to' the Union. This 
Jatter ,ms inaugurated by 1\-lr. "\Vin8tnn 
Churchill. ,vho sent a special 111es8ago to the 
Prime l\,Jini:-;t0r of the Union, GNwr:il J. C. 
Smuts. 

Contrary to tho general b0lief, tho idC'a be­
hind this Airgraph system is not a now mw. 
1t is, in fact, 75 yC'ars old. In 1870 lll<'8sag<•s 
were sent to and from bPleagured Paris ·dur­
ing the Franco-German "\Var bv a 8imilar 
method. l\lossag<'s then were tra.nscri bPc.1 on 
large slwets of paper which were rcclm·C'd by 
micro-photography on thin :films of collodimn. 
18 or ~O of these films were rnlled on to a tnlw, 
fasten0cl under the wing of a carrier pigeon, 
and dispatched to Paris. On arrival tlw llW8-
sages were put into a magic lantC'rn whi('h 
enlarged them so that they could be eopietl 
out. It is r0corde<l, hmvevcr, that most of the 
pigeons ,vero untrained and ouly about one­
quarter of tho messages over rcaehed Paris. 
Still, the idea was nndonbteclly a good onP and 
was tho basis of tho pre8C'nt sNvieo wli i('h 
has opNatNl so succPssfully throngh tho8o difli­
cult war years. 

The advantage of tlw syst0111 is shown wlwn 
it is realise<l that l,GOO Airgraph nH,'8sag<'s 
weigh 5 ozs. only as against :m .lbs. if th0y 
were sent as lotkrs in tho u8nal manner. Tlw 
popularity of the scheme · may be gauged by 
the fact that over 200 million of these mes­
sages have bC'en dispatched from the Unit<,d 
Kingdom to countries where faeilitiC's for 
processing them werC' available. 'l'ho disad­
vantage of the scheme is, obviousl_\' thC' laek of , 
privacy that it must noeessarily entail. It 
has, hmv0ver, s0rv0d a most usdnl purpo8C' in 
keeping Servicenwn and othPrs in far off ]and8 
in close touch with tll('ir people at horn<', and 
for this we must say--"\Vdl Donp and Thank 
You, Airgraphs." 

['Ve might a,('knowleclgo here the rP(•C'ipt 
from Messrs. FranciR J. FiC'ld of a Last Da~· 
Airgraph (dated 31st Jul~·, 194[>). Tt illus­
trates a page from tlw "H. CrabtrN~" CollPc­
tion to conrnwrnoratC' the passing of thiR s0r­
Yi<'e. ---l◄~d. J 
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We recently had in our columns a spirited 

discussion between Mr. A. A. Jurgens and lVIr. 
S. G. Rich upon the proper nomenclature to 
describe the marks on covers of the pre­
adhesive stamp era. 

Jurgens, in dealing with the marks in use 
in the Cape of Good Hope for prepaying post­
age prior to the introduction of adhesive 
stamps in 1853 maintained it was correct to 
call the~ "handstruck letter stamp.s" because 
at the time of usage they were always otffi.ci­
ally known as letter stamps. 

Rich regards such terminology as archaic 
and confusing to-day when a "stamp'' means 
"an adhesive stamp" and refers to the Ameri­
can "Stampless Cover Catalogue" as an ex­
ample of what modern current usage should be. 

Mr. Edward E. Goodchild, writing in 
"Stamps," on "Stampless Covers" with the 
sub-title "The Manuscript and Handstruck 
Postage Stamps of British North America," 
sup.ports the Jurgens point of view. He ad­
mits, of course, that the word "stamp" has 
changed in usage; adhesive stamps were orig­
inally officially styled labels, but the public, 
which had for so long been used to the term 
"stamps" in connection with the handstruck 
postage stamp, came to use it to describe the 
adhesive stamp. 

In the pre-adhesive ·era such things as 
"Stampless Covers" did exist-they were let­
ters carried by favour, not by a carrier or by 
the Post Office. This was legally permissible. 
He states, however, "Handstruck and manu­
script postage stamp covers are generaly de­
scribed, but erroneously so, as stampless 
covers, or pre-stamp covers, it not having been 
fully grasped that the kind of stamps used 
is only an indication concerning the postage, 
whether its having been paid is indicated by 
an adhesive, handstruck or manuscript postage 
stamp." 

(There is, of course, little more in this than 
was brought out in the Jurgens-Rich corres­
pondence, but it appears to indicate that there 
is more than one point of view in America it­
self .-Ed.) 

FRANCE 
The authorised "liberation" stamps of 

France have been pretty well covered by A. 
H. Harris in the "Philatelic Magazine" of 9th 
February. This is followed up in "Mekeel's 
Weekly" of May 14 and 21 with a compilation 
by the "France and Colonies Group" of the 
very confusing overprints which were made in 
many towns. Some order is brought out of the 
present chaos but the final sentence should be 
borne in mind: "This list has purposely been 
given as p.essimistic a bearing as possible with 
regard to the status of the various items and 
as to reporting forgeries." 

BRAZIL 
On April 16 two special stamps were issued 

in connection with the 10th Brazilian Congress 
of Esperanto. One, of Cr. $1.20 an air mail 
stan1p, in dark sepia, has a portrait of Dr. 
Zamenhoff, the creator of Esperanto; the 
other, in green, of 40c denomination, for 01<­
dinary postage, has an allegorical design. 
Sp.ecial non-obliterative cachets were also put 
on covers, by Post Office officials, in the Rio de 
Janeiro area. 

On April 28 three stamps and a miniature 
sheet were issued on the occasion of the cen­
tenary of the birth of the Chancellor Barao 
do Rio Branco. The values of the stamps were 
Cr. $0.40, 1.20 and 5.00, the two higher values 
being air mail stamps. The miniature sheet, 
in green, measuring 10.5 x 15 cm., has one of 
the "Ex Libris" of the Chancellor. At the post 
Olffice of the Palacio Itamaraty, from April 20-
27, there was in use a special cancellation and 
also a special non-obliterative cachet in con­
nection with this celebration. 

From 1-8 May, there was in use at the 
Post Office of Uberaba a special non-oblitera­
tive cachet in connection with the 11th Expo­
sition Feira Agro-Pecuaria. 

-Dr. Mario de Sanctis. 

A Victory Set is reported by "Stamps" (also 
through the co-operation of Dr. M. de Sanctis), 
as probably the first special Victory issue. 
There are five stamps with designs typifying 
respectively courage, glory, victory, peace and 
co-operation. 

N. RHODESIA-PLATES AND DIES. 

The Africana Museum, Johannesburg, some 
little time ago received on indefinite loan cer­
tain plates and dies of Northern Rhodesian 
stamps, with the authority of the P.M.G. of 
that territory. All are well defaced;1 they are 
a rather heterogeneous lot and, one might say, 
curiously incomplete. Here is a list of them: 

1.-KING GEORGE V. REVENUE STAMPS:-
£5, Frame duty die, numbered 10510 
£2, Frame duty die, numbered 10511 
£30, Frame duty die, numbered 10513 
£50, Frame duty die, numbered 10514 
Value blank, Frame duty die, numbered 10466 

A smaller size than the others. 
A blank duty, numbered 10468. 

2.-POSTAGE AND REVENUE STAMPS, KING GEORGE 
ISSUE, 1925 :-

2d. Single Working Die, numbered 10502 
3d. Single Working Die, numbered 10505 
4d. Single Working Die, numbered 10517 
5/- Frame duty die, numbered 10533 

These two sets of dies are all negatives. 
3.-CYLINDERS, EACH WITH TWO IMPRESSIONS. 

POSITIVES. ?MASTER DIES :-
£2 Revenue Stamp, numbered 4081, 10511. 

Postage and Revenue Stamps : 
1 ½d., numbered 4071, 10506. 
ld., numbered 7394, 10507. 
1/-, numbered 4084, 10515. 
5/-, numbered 4087, 10533. 
10/-, numbered 4090, 10535. 

4.-COPPER PLATES :-
2d. 12 horizontal by 10 vertical, numbered 35417. 
2/6 10 horizontal by 8 vertical, numbered 35442. 
10/- 10 horizontal by 8 vertical, numbered 35451. 
20/-, 10 horizontal by 8 vertical, numbered 35452. 

5.-STEEL PLATE OF THE 3D. CORONATION STAMPS, 
6 HORIZONTAL BY 10 VERTICAL. 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

September, 1945. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 101 

E. BLUM 
P.O. Box 1669. CAPE TOWN. 
(Member of S.D.A. Great Britain: Established 

in South Afriea 1930). 

RARE SETS AND NOVELTIES 
India "Al Busaid" 25 diITerent. Postage and 

Service complete . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 52/6 
Italy, Air. S.G. Nos. A lla to A, 17, com-

plete . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10/0 
Vatican State, Latest complete set of 10 

different (short issue) . . . . . . . . . . 10/0 
U.S.A. United Nations commemorative . . 1/0 
French Guiana Airmails complete,, 8 differ-

ent S.G. Nos. 145 to 152 . . . . 30/0 
Australia "Duke of Gloucester" set 1/6 

and many others. 

HuJCHA 
'l'he 1\lilitary Administration stamps have 

materialised. 
0

They are, apparnntly, stamps of 
the 1938-40 issue, 16 values, 1 p. to 10 R, with 
the strange overprint "MILY ADMN." 

Somebody concerned with their preparation 
must surely have had his thoughts centred on 
his girl friend, for the correct Army ahrevia­
tion would have been "JUL. ADJL" Actually 
there seems to have been little or no need for 
an abbreviation at all; in some of the stamps 
the complete wording could have fitted in one 
line, and on tho others quite easily in two 
lines. 
' "Stamp Collecting" illustrates a number of 
stamps issued by the J apaneso during their 
occupation. This will raise a problem for 
British Empire collectors: are they going to 
i lcludo "occupationals" in their collection? 

THE PHILATELIC 1EX1PORTE~ 
is the independent advertising circular of a 
grroup of well-known British, Colonial and 
Foreign Wholesalers, distributed by airmail 
throughout U.S.A., Canada, Australia, New Zea­
land, India, Egypt, Palestine, British West 
Indies,,, Malta, Gibraltar, etc. In Europe it is cir­
culated throughout France, Holland, Belgium and 
Switzerland. 

South African Dealers requiring (1) British, 
Colonial and Foreign sources of supply; (2) 
Agents overseas ; or ( 3) an outlet for wholesale 
material, are invited to become subscribers, 5/-

pcr annum. 

F 
or Bona-fide Dealers Only 

The Philatelic Exporter 
4!l4, FULHAM ROAD, LON 1DON, S. W.6., 

ENGLAND. 

S. RHODESIA 
l\[r. C. Calitz reports a 2d. :I\fatabdeland 

Commemorative with a slit in the front of the 
base of the figure "2" of 2d. 

BRITISH COLONIAL CHANG ES 
'l'he ,T amaica Constitutional Commemora­

tive set was due to appear on 20th August 
and will be on sale for a year. Seven values, 
l}d. to 10s. 

St. L1wia is shortly to have three ne,v values, 
viz., Sd., 3s. and £1. Size and designs as cur­
rent low values. 

Windsor Stamp Co. 

WEEKLY ST AMP 
AUCTION SALES 

EVERY 
THURSDAY 

12.45 - 2 p.m. 

CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 
Postal bids accepted • 

Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

Philatelic Auctioneers 

Corner RISSIK & MARSHALL STREETS (Opp. Escom House) 

JOHANNESBURG 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

102 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. September, 1945· 

I SOME OLD TRANSVAAL STAMPS 

L ________ : __ 3. THE PENNY OF THE SMALL "T" ISSUE OF 1879 

By R. BROOM, F.R.S. 

About the middle of 1879 the supply of 
Queen's Head Penny stamps began to run 
short and a new issue of 54,000 was printed 
from the old Otto plates, and these appeared 
on 26th August. As the issue only lasted 
about three months, and so it was mainly used 
for local letter postage and for newspapers, 
thus comparatively_ few specimen were sent to 
England and the Continent, it is less known 
than any of the other of the issues of the 
First British Occupation. 

paper. Execept for eight specimens which are 
unused all have gone through the post from 
various offices in the Transvaal. Curiouslv 
enough in Pretoria specimens with the "1;' 
post mark the numbers are more equal-20 on 
Yellow and 16 on Orange. On the other hand 
in specimens from outside post offices the Yel­
low greatly preponderate. Of 12 specimens 
with the Lydenburg "13" postmark all are on 
Yellow paper. Of the 675 sheets issued I think 

it not improbable that 
about 475 were on Yel­
low paper and about 200 
on Orange. _ 

As is well known, 
four stamps in each 80 
have the - small T in 
Transvaal. These are 
Nos. 16, 24, 32, and 40 
of the right pane. Nos. 
16, 24, and 32 are rather 
difficult to identify. No. 
40 is easy to plate owing 
to a spot on the right 
side of the N of EEN

1 
of 

the left side and a siiot 
_J illf. on the shield above the 

lion's head. In Curle 
and Basden's book on 

The plating of these 
stamps is a matter of 
the greatest difficulty. 
For months I regarded 
it as impossible. But I 
obtained from Mr. Bas­
den a nice collection of 
the Black Penny of 
1883. These are re­
markably e2,sy to plate. 
Then I obtained a good 
collection of the Penny 
on Orange of 1877-78. 
To plate these, though a 
matter of great uiff i­
cu lty, I found was -pos­
sible. Then I started on 
what seemed an impos­
sible task, to p.Jate the 
Penny Orange and Y el­
low of 1879. It has taken 
me the evenings of some 
months. The stamps are 
moderately rare and 
many are badly printed. 
Rut I have succeeded 

Upper Row:-
1. Small R on Orange 1mper (R high) Plate 10 an illustration 

is given of one of the 
small T's. This is No. 16. 

2 Small R on Yellow imper (R intermediate) 
3. Small R on Yellow paper (R low) 

Lower Row:--
4. Stamp R 38 with da'ffiaged a in Transvaal On the uncoloured plate 
5. Stamv L 20. Normal type opposite page 36 we 

have an illustration of 
No. 32. 

6. Stamp R 38 with a in Transvaal corrected 
4 is on Orange paper; 6 on Yellow. 

in plating 31 of the 40 of the left 
pane and 32 of the right. These 63 are, I think, 
correctly plated bevond all doubt. I have over 
a dozen others, most of which certainly belong 
to the unknown gaps, but they are most!Y 
badly printed, and I have not yet succeeded m 
determining them. Still, enough is now known 
to make my results seem worthy of publica­
tion. 

As is well known, the issue was printed on 
two different papers, YelJow and Orange; but 
as stated by Curle and Basden, "the respective 
numbers of each colour are unknown." In S.G. 
Catalogue, the Red on Yello'Y imperf. is priced 
at 25s. and the Red on Orange at 20s., from 
which one might infer that Orange paper 
specimens are rather commoner than the 
Yellow types., I incline to think that this is 
not so. 

I have of this issue 128 specimens, and of 
these 93 are on Yellow and 35 on Orange 

No• 12 of the left pane has the R of V.R. 
smaller than in the other stamps. Yardley 
says: "Hitherto I have found this variety only 
on the stamps on Orange paper." and Curle 
and Basden also only record it as occurring 

· on Orange paper. As might be expected, it 
occurs on both the Yellow and Orange papers. 
And curiously enough there are two or three 
minor varieties of this stamp. The R being 
small has probably been loose. I give photo­
graphs of three varieties. In one the top of 
the R is on a level with the top of the V. 
In another the bottom of the R is on a level 
with the bottom of the V and the stopsr 1nd 
in the third the R is in an intermediate posi-
ti~ ~ 

If I am right in believing that about 200 
sheets were printed on Orange paper, there 
were · 200 small R's printed ·on Orange, and 
probably only about 10 of these survive­
mostly unrecognised. The small R's on Yell ow 
paper are probably more than twice as com­
mon. 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

September, 1945. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 103 

Another interesting stamp is No. 38 of the 
right pane. It occurs in two varieties. In one 
the first "a" of "Transvaal'' is badly broken. 
It looks as if a tiny little ring of metal had 
been pressed into the top of the "a". And it is 
to be noted that this variety is not constant. I 
have another example of Right 38 where the 
"a" is undamaged. What has probably hap­
pened is that when the first sheets were _printed 
the damaged "a" was seen and a new "a" was 
put in its place. We can be pretty certain of 
this as there are two other very minute flaws 
in the "Transv3al" which are present in both 
varieties. If the error was early corrected only 
a few sheets could have. had it, and not im­
probably the stamp. may be unique. 

Yardley calls attention to still another 
variety. In it "the word 'Transvaal' meaimres 
14 m.m. instead of 13~ m.m. horizontally, the 
distance between the letters 'a' apd 'n' being 
abnormally wide. This variety o~curs in the 
fortieth stamp of the left pane." Curle and 
Basden in their chapter "Catalogue of Trans­
vaal Postage Stamps" give as "minor errors 
of type," "letters 'a' and 'n' in Transvaal wide 
apart," and this is given as occurring on both 
the Yellow and Orange papeprs. 

There is possibly some mistake here. I have 
a stamp which is unquestionably L 40. •In it 
the "Transvaal'' measures, including the serif 
at the bottom of the "l", 14.5 m.m., and this 
is the width of the word "Transvaal" in the 
majority of specimens in th~ left pane. There 
are, however, a few where 1t is 14.2 and 14.3 
m.m. In the right pane there are about a 
dozen stamps that have the Transvaal from 
14.2 to 14.3 The difference seems to me to 
be too trifling to be worthy of note. 

It may be that in some stamps of whicr 
I have not a specimen, and which Yardley has 
mistaken for L 40, the word Transvaal is 
wider. Or it may be that in the early sheets 
there was a manifest gap between the "a" and 
"n" and that this was corrected in the later 
sheets. As the damageu "a" was corrected, a 
badly arranged Transvaal might also have 
been corrected. 

There is considerable variation in the spac­
ing of the V.R. There are more than _half a 
dozen varieties. The width of the V.R., mclud­
ing the serif and the stop is in R 22, 7.4 m.m., 
in L 12, 7.5 m.m• and in R 36 7.6 m.m. In L 11 

it is 8.3 m.m. The majority measure 7.8 m.m. 
to 8 m.m. The difference between the V.R. 
in L 12 and in L 20, which I have photographed, 
can ba seen at a glance. 

TIMOR 
In view of the freeing of this Portuguese 

island from the Japanese, stamps have become 
urgently needed, and here follows a translation 
from the Mocambique Government Gazette, 
No. 33 of 18th August, 1945, indicating 
steps which have been taken to relieve the 
position:-

"Important circumstances make it necessary 
for the Colony of Timor to be provided with 
Postage Stamps in quantities and necessary 
taxes for the regular business of the Post and 
'J'olograph Department, having this in view 
and to avoid the inconvenience which would 
result from the delay in the despatch of such 
stamps by the Mint (in Portugal), Stamps of 
the Colony of .Ylocambique can be utilised for 
this purpose, providing the necessary sur­
charges and surtaxes are priIJted." Signed: 
Doctor Marcelo Caetano, :;\I inister of Colonies. 
(At present on a visit to Mocambique.) 

The necessary stamps have been surchargf'd 
and surtaxed by tho Government Printing ,v orks at Lourenco )larqnes, and fonvarded 
to Timor. I understand from the Postmaster 
here that the stamps will only be sold at 
'l'imor. 

''l'he following stamps have bePn overprinted 
TIMOR with new values in Avos:­

Ordinary postage. S.G. Nos. 317, 350, 352, 
354, 356 and ~57. 

A.ir postaue. S.G. Nos. 364, 365, 367, 368 
and 370. 

'l'he number overprinted ,yas 20,000 of each 
value, .except in the ease of No. 368 (5 ]~ Air), 
of which there were 40,000. 

A. K S1rn.rnn. 
Lourenco Marques, 

Always Wanted: Stamps of all colonies 
and countries. Singles, sets and in bulk 
on or off paper. 

Always Available: Approvals, new is­
sues, etc., against cash or references. 

Geo. F. Rowe, 11 Barmouth R~ad, Lon­
don S.W.18. 

r,i'] 111111111111111111111 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 1111111111111 [!] 

Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIAtS 
should- get into touch with me AT ON(E 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 
AF'RICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
c,n approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue, REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD, 116 Highlands Heath, London, S.W. 15, England 
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AlU\IY 11 .0.'S-ADDITIONAL RJWOIWS 

Following on the publication in our May, 
June and July issues of various lists of Army 
postmarks, etc., a number of correspondents 
have sent in additional records, and these 
are here summarised. I am indebted to the 
following for information: 

Messrs. E. J. Beunderman, C. Calitz, G. A. 
Clarke, J. F. Fick, G. N. Gilbert, C. Hamp­
son, G. Kirchhoffer, P. Loewenstein, E. G. 
Powell, J. N. Sharp, A. Tabachnik, C. R. van 
Blommestein, H. R. Warren and E. G. Will­
son. 
(1) South African A.rmy Postmarks. 

Additional to the numbers recorded on p. 49, 
May issue, the following have to be added: 
9, 23, 23A, 25, 37, 40 and 42. 

To make the sequence complete the following 
numbers have not yet been recorded: lB, 26, 
27, 34, 35, 38, 43 to 49, both inclusive, and 
52 to 59, both inclusive. 

As regards size, etc., it has been recorded 
that No. 5 occt1.rs in both the 25-26 mm. and 
the 28-30 mm. sizes. In the smaller size there 
are also two varieties of lettering, one larger 
than tho other-the letter "U," for example, 
is 2½ mm. wide in the one variety, and only 
1½ mm. in the other. 'l'ho original No. 5 was 
of large size, the smaller size is of later in­
troduction. 

The date arrangement appears to be of tho 
"23X42" type in all the 25-26 mm. marks, 
and of the "18 APR 44" type in all the 
28-30 mm. marks. There is one exceptional 
variety, however, a No. •14 still larger than 
usual, with the lettering in tall thin letters 
and the date thus "14 V 43." 

Three numbers, 23A, 37 and 51 have ap­
peared in a new variety. No. 37, which had 
not been recorded before, has been reported 
by two observers. In one instance the mark 
was of "standard" type with dates 6-III-45 
and 20-VIII-45, in the other, with date 
25-VI-45 (size 26 mm.) the lettering "A.P.0.­
U-M.P .K." is much smaller and is bnnched 
up near the top of the mark. The "A'' and 
"K" instead of being below the level of the 
date line are well above it. The new No 51 
is exactly similar in type, but has the little 
error of the stop, which should be after "M," 
being before that letter. In IX-42 it was of 
standard type; the earliest date seen of the 
new variety is 10-VII-45. No. 23A is only 
recorded so far in this new variety, with date 
24-III-45. 

Another little error noted in a very clear 
mark of ~la~e 21-X-40 with every letter· and 
number d1stmct, but there is no "K" and no 
number. 

Mr. Calitz records an entirely new type, 
but, from other information received it has 
probably been in use for a year or two1 ap­
parently as a backstamp on re-addressed un­
deliverable letters to South African P.O.W's. 
.Most probably the office is in London. It is 
a double circle mark; between the circles at 
the top i:-; "SOUTH AFRICAN A.P.O. (U.K)" 
with a "1" at the bottom, separated from tho 
top wording by short thick black chords. 

The date is in three lines in the centre, thus 
"A/ 27 JU/ 45." The cover was originally ad­
dressed to a P.O."\V. in Italy, but was returned 
as undeliverable, receiving various endorse­
ments. It was two years on its travels al­
together. 

An additional type of mark must be 
chronicled, even if its use was not strictly 
official. This is a double oval rubber stamp 
mark in violet, the wording being S.A.W.A.S. / 
............ Branch. The recorder of this mark 
states that whilst up North he regularly re­
ceived parcels from one particular town with 
the stamps thereon cancelled by this mark. 

For the benefit of the uninitiated it may be 
explained that S.A.W.A.S. stands for the 
South African Women's '.Auxiliary Services. 
These ladies, voluntary part-time workers, 
gave service in a great many ways, one of 
which was helping in post-offices. Their marks 
were valid for franking their official corre­
spondence, but whether they were authorised 
to use them for cancelling stamps is doubtful. 

Indeed, I have been told by S.A.W.A.S. 
working in a post office in another town that 
it was forbidden. Still, it appears to have 
been used regularly in at least one town. 
(2) Egypt-Postage Prepaid. 

Additional to tho list given on p. 63 of the 
June issue, there have been recorded the fol­
lowing numbers : 2 10 (definite) 18 22 24 28 
32 41 44 48 49 58 68 76 80 89 90 91 102 114 
121123131 132 140 and 144. 

The following have also been reported as 
"probables," but their identification is not 
quite certain: 3 9 39 and 141. 
(3) East African. 

Additions to the definitive type (No. 6) re­
corded on p. 76 of tho ,July issue are Nos. 3 
4 5 6 68 72 77 79 81 and 87. 

Another type of Censor's Seal has been 
noted: white paper about 90 x 24 mm. with 
"Opened by Base Censor /Deur Hoofsensor 
Geopen" printed on it in black; it was tied 
to the cover by a Censor's mark of Type 6 in 
the July record. Presumably, from the bi­
lingual wording, this label was used in a South 
African censorship office. 

Several other censor marks and seals have 
come to light, but as they all appear to occur 
on civilian mail they are ·not recorded here. 
At some future date we hope to deal with the 
censor marks, etc., of various African terri­
tories. 

:Major Milligan reports that the E.A. 
A.P.O's in Kenya appear to be closing down. 
Mail from men still in the E.A. Service that 
used to come with A.P.O. marks is now coming 
with civil postmarks. 
(4) 811,dan and Eritrea. 

Very little material has been available from· 
this theatre of ,var as there were no Soni 
African units serving in it, although some in­
d;1-:idual soldiers were there in various capa­
c1t10s . 

There were British Field Post Offices and 
Indian F.P.O'R. \Ve have one mark of Indian 
F.P.O. No. 23 on a cover posted at Amba 
Alagi in Abyssinia, just after the junction of 
the Eritrean force with the E.A. and S.A. 
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forces and the final surrender of the Duke of 
Aosta; also a British F.P.O. No. 174 mark 
on a cover with Sudan stamps. 

Mr. G. A. Clarke of Broken liill, S. Rho­
desia, who served with a battalion of J1~thiopian 
patriots, records two interesting postmarks, 
one of which is probably an Army P.O., the 
other practically certainly is not. The first is 
from a rubber stamp, in purple; it is a double­
lined circle, outer diam. 39 mm. At top is 
"Sudan P .0. No. 15" (at least it is probably 
15, the 5 is not very clear); the date is across 
the centre ''24 NOV 1940'' ; below is a thick 
dark chord, the length of the wording on top. 
There is a censor's mark of the type listed 
as No. 1 for East Africa, and also the 
"O.H.M.S. /No. 143/Military /Franked" which 
so frequently accompanied this type of mark. 

His other postmark, on a cover with the 
same censor mark and military frank, is in 
black from a metal stamper. It is a single 
circle mark 27 mm. in diameter. At the top 
it reads "White Nile" (running inside the 
circle); then, in two horizontal lines "T.P .0. 
No. 2/20 NO 40 8-9A"; below this again two 
lines of Arabic. 

Two R.A.F. censor marks from this area are 
(1) a single lined circle 25 mm. in diam., in 
purple. Inside, from top to bottom "(A 
crown) /Passed by /R.A.F. /Censor/No .......... ," 
with a name and rank written across the mark. 
(2) A rectangle 50 x 20 mm. with a crown and 
eagle at top left; in the rest the same word­
ing as in No. 1. In slate~blue. Various other 
R.A.F. censor marks might possibly belong to 

-- the East African or Eritrean areas, but it has 
not been possible in many cases to know 
whether they were used there or in some part 
of the M.E.F. area. 

Finally, there may be recorded, however, a 
British type of censor mark from this area 
and also from East Africa. It is one common 
to many areas where British troops are or have 
been, viz., a shield 30 mm. high, with a crown 
on top ; inside, ''Passed by/ Censor/No ......... '' 

J. H. HARVEY PJRrn. 
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NEW SETS 
Foreign and Colonial· 

NEW ARRIVALS IN SETS: 

10 Bolivia 1943 Commemo. Post and Air 

9 dli~rk~ri · 1931," · ½:i.__:_5;, • ~Pi · ( ~;t, • ·9d.) 
10 Cuba 1942 Democracy: perf. and imperf, 

5 Cuba 1943 Fifth Column cpl. . . • . 
3 Ouba 1943 Postal Employees cpl. , . 

20 Iran (Persia) 1938/40 to 5 Rials .. 
6 Italy 1921/22 Dante & Massini cpl. 
7 U.S.A. Airmail 1941/4 6c-50c used 

13 U.S.A. Commemoe. 1937/43 mint .. 
13 U.S.A. Flags 1943/4 cpl. mint • . . • 

6 U.S.A. latest 1944/5 Commemos. incl. 
United Nations, mint . . . . . . . . 

Nett, c.w.o., post free. 

Nett, c.w.o., post free 

A. LICHTE,NSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 

5/6 
2/6 
3/6 
2/6 
1/0 
3/6 
2/0 
4/6 
7/6 

17/6 

3/6 

I 
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1.10LAND-''UNDERGROUND'' S'l'AMPS 

It has recently come to light that the 
Polish underground movement had a postal 
~ystem, complete with sta_mps. Some of th~se 
were similar to the set issued by the Polish 
Government in London in 1941, with the word 
"Podziemna" (Underground) added at the bot­
tom of the stamps. There wer~ also s~me 
others. Probably most were destroyed after 
use as being fouml in possession of them would 
not have been healthy. 

COLLECTORS' WANTS AND OFFERS 
(!Twopence per word per insertion 

Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used 
copies wanted. Particularly Edward 
and George. High prices willingly 
paid. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes­
burg. 

Wanted1
: Tr:ansvaal, Natal, Cape, O.F.S., 

Bechuanaland, Gambia, St. Helena, 
Egypt, France. Picked copies, rari­
ties and varieti.es, also 9,000 items 
for world collection up to·1933 issues. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

Captain Priest, P /B. Marandellas, 
Southern Rhodesia, offers Rhodesians 
and British Colonials. Send want list. 

with minimum of 2/- pe,r ins,ertion) 
Wanted. Airgraph Xmas greetings from 

various service units-any theatre of 
war. State price and description to 

G. N. Gilbert, Box 15. Westminster. 
Tra.nsvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. 

covers and rarities wanted by 
A. E. Basden, Killarney, Brickhill Road, 

Durban. 
For Service, promptness and satisfac­

tion. 
Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Phone 54-1692. 
BARGAIN OFFER: Somaliland H>38 
· 5Rs mint 30s. cash with order; also 

other stamps for sale. 
T. E- Karachiwalla, Mackenzie Road, 

Mombasa. 
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6d. BANTAM WAR STAMPS. 
The Editor, 

As one of the most interesting re-entries 
or double impressions has recently occurreil in 
this denomination, I am giving a brief descrip­
tion of the printings which have so far ap­
peared-all of which appear to have a bearing 
on this variety. 

The first printing started with an Afrikaans 
stamp in the top left corner, and the slogans 
in the margin above started with English, 
and were the same colour as the stamps. 

The slogans in the side margins-' 'Buy 
Union Loan Certificates-"Koop Unie Lening­
sertifikate," also the same colour as the 
stamps were set very close in to the e<lge of 
the stamps, and this did not allow any mar­
gin of error when printing the stamps, as tho 
slightest maladjustment would result in the 
slogans cutting into the stamps themselves. 

These first printings had mostly a wide mar­
gin on the left and a narrow one on the right, 
although I have seen some sheets with tho 
margins about equal. The control numbers 
appeared t,vice in tho right margin, and these 
,vore in a dark blue colour. 

In these first sheets, the word "Buy'' of the 
left-hand marginal slogan at the bottom 
started approximately level with the top of 
the word "Sertifikate" in the bottom margin, 
and the distance between "Leningsertifikate­
Buy" in the other portions of the margins 
was very close, being about 2-½ mm. apart. 

The ,vords ''Certificates'' next to the cen­
tral side arrows also had no stops. 

The second printing-the one with the re­
entry or double imprPsBion of the side mar­
ginal slogans-started with tho Afrikaans 
version of the top marginal slogan above tho 
:first Afrikaans stamp. 

Tho side slogans are approximately 2-½ mm. 
further out in the margins, giving far more 
scope for error in setting, and portions of the 
slogans in their old narrow setting appear 
underneath in varying degrees of clearness, 
the plainest being at the top and bottom of 
the left-hand margin, and fading almost out 
towards the c€'ntral arrows. 

In the right-hand margin very faint signs 
arc present of the old setting, so rfaint in most 
sheets as to be almost indistinguishable. 

There is a stop after the words "Certifi­
cates" next to the arrows, and the space be­
tween the words "Leningsertifikate-Buy" is 
now about 5 mm. 

'l'he ''Buy'' of the left-hand bottom slogan 
starts lmver down than in the first printing, 
and is just below the level of the bottom of 
the word "Sertifikate'' in the bottom margin 

The control numbers are in black or grey. 
The side slogans are not truly aligned and 

slope out from the bottom, the bottom half 
sloping out from the word "Buy" up to tho 
arrow, then the top half starts slightly set in 
again and slopes out to the corner. 

The position is reversed on the right-hand 
side. 

If the double impressions in the left mar­
gins of this printing are compar(:)cl with the 
slogans in the first printing, it will be found 
that the:v absolutely agree in measurement 
and position, so it would be rf'asonablf' to elf'-

duce that the old slogans had been erased from 
the cylinder and the new ones re-etched in 
about 2-½ mm. further out, and that in the 
process portions had been left and had ap 
peared as re-entries or double impressions. 

This would be borne out, too by the fact 
that the impression,s were cleare~t at the top 
and bottom and faded out towards the middle, 
where there would be no danger of disturbing 
the top or bottom slogans in the· margins 
there, but when it is realised that these top and 
bottom slogans have also been altered-start­
ing now with Afrikaans over Afrikaans, in­
stead of English over Afrikaans, it is difficult 
to see why this double impression did occur, 
and why there are absolutely no signs of any­
thing of the sort in either top or bottom 
margins. 

Up to this point one would have classed 
this variety with the re-entries of the extra· 
horns and ears in the ~ cl. booklets which oc­
curred early on in the roto printings, but the 
above facts, plus the fact that in tho third 
printing, i.e., the one now in use, with tho 
slogans removed in the side margins and 
numerals and lines in purple in their placf', 
both positions of tho old slogans show quite 
distinctly in Yellow under the purple printing 
-rather upset this theory. 

As there are now two double impressions, 
and both appf'ar to be of the same intensity 
it is difficult to believe that a second erasur~ 
of the cylinder to re-etch in the numerals 
would leave the olcl first traces as well as tho 
second lot, and both more or less of the same 
strength, and also as lhe cylinder is now ink('d 
with purple ink, why and how on earth does 
the double impression recur in 11ellow? 

In this printing the signs of the double im­
pressions in the right-hand margin arc much 
more pronounced than they were in the 
second printing, with only tho one re-entry. 

Again another hf'adacho ! 
However, I think I haYe got the solution, 

in fact, it seems to be the only possibility left. 
I believe that the old slogan cylinder, which 

already had the first slogans erased and rP­
etched in further out was used for the new 
printing with the purple margins. 

Tho .January issue of the "S.A.Ph." notf's 
that a new printing of 6d. had come out with 
a new cylinder, No. 74. 

They must have taken this slogan cylinder, 
erased the old slogans an cl used it for the 
new stamps, using a completely new cylinder 
for the purple numbers, etc. 

This would account for tho double impres­
sion in yellow in the side margins. 

Perhaps the Government Printer could give 
~1s a headache curo without unduly endanger-
mg the safety of the realm. • 

G. N. GTT,mmT. 

Join 
THE INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE CLUB 

and ·build your l'ollection cheaply with the help of over­
seas members. Membership costs only 4/6 per year, or 
three years 12/ _ and competitions offer free extensions. 
(Used stamps on or off cover accepted for fees by 

arrangement). 
Full particulars from: 

S. G. Walton, 252 St. John's Road, Canley Vale, 
N.S.W., Australia. 
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EAST RAND PJIILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Lt. J. A. B. van \Vyk; Hon. Secretary­

Treasurer, E. N. Rigg, 103 Kemston Avenue, Henoni; 
Meeti11:gs, 3rd Tuesdays, 8 p.m., Hotel Regent, 
Benon1. 

At t~e August meeting several interesting covers were 
s~own m the items of interest. News of the month was 
g1Ven by Mr_. Suklje, including articles from several 
stamp magazmes. 

Co~petition arra_nged by our president was very ln­
teresh~g, the port10n ?f the stamp exposed being very 
small 1n area, and thrn had several of the competitors 
guessing. This competition was won by Mr. Bode. 

T~e exhibit for the evening was provided by our 
p1·es1dent who chose his collection of South-West Africa, 
a ver~ popular country with most of the members. .rhe 
collect10n was very well displayed on white sheets \vith 
a blac~ background, and the exhibit starting from the 
19213 issue up to the present Bantam issue was ex­
tremely well represented with varieties and overprints. 

Our next meeting, on the 18th September will be 
our annual general meeting. ' 

+ E.N.R. 

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Lt.-Col. G. Lance Horne; Hon. Secretary, 

II. A. Wager, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st t]..nd 3rd 
Mondays, 8 p. m., Technical College. 

August 7 : The president read an article on some 
phoney English stamps issued in Switzerland. 
. Mr. W .. H. ~ottomley read a paper on George V 
issues dealing chiefly with the Jubilee Commemoratives. 

, He gave a detailed account of their printings as well 
as of the numbe1·s printed and the errors to be found. 
He explained the apparent rarity of some of the de­
nominations, and pointed out that the rarest and. most 
difficult to obtain was the One Rupee Mauritius. Mr. 
Bottomley tabled a complete collection of these stamps, 

1
1.s well as a fine lot of S. ·w. A. 
" August 20: Mr. Hawke read some topical extracts. 
The Victoria Buildings contingent provided the evening's 
programme. This was an innovation, and took the form 
-0f a Brains Trust. Messrs. Broughton, Broom, Dodd, 
Wilson and Wright were asked to officiate as the 
B1·ains Trust, and Lt.-Col. Horne acted as question­
master. The questions were many and varied, and many 
of them caused much discussion, and there was not 
always unanimous agreement The questions included 
philatelic· subjects such as advice to beginners, use 
of damaged stamps, cleaned stamps, repaired stamps, 
use of quartz or Mercury lamp, colour charts, etc. + H.A.W. 

PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec., Mr. D. G. Y. 

Malcolm, P. 0. Box 458 ; Meetings., Room 8, City Hall 
Basement, at 7 .45 p.m., 1st and 3rd Tuesdays. 

A large gathering was in attendance when the meeting 
ope/JJ.ed on August 21, with Mr. G. K. Forbes in the 
chair. It was a pleasure to have Mr. Sheffield with us 
as it isn't always convenient for him to attend. As 
stated in a previous issue, the display is the first item 
of the evening, and Mr. G. P. Smith tabled 48 pages 
of British possessions, all mint The display was one 
of the finest members have seen for some time. The 
sets were all complete, including those which contain 
the higher values. Four pages of India Al-Busaid com­
plete postage and service in blocks of four, also sets of 
S. \V ."A., Voortrekker and Huguenot also in blocks of 
four. The pages were neatly mounted, and Mr. Smith 
<lelc\">rvtd the hearty vote of thanks he received. 
t~·e new member was enrolled. Mr. F. H. Nicholson 

v.\en auctioned about 20 packets, which were quickly · 
S<)ld. Mr Sheffield then put forth a suggestion that 1nem-

~r'3 should be encouraged to ask any questions about 
stamps, postage, overprint, etc., especially the younger 
members. Mr. Forbes said he would answer or get the 
answers to any questions put to him. The meeting closed 
at 9.30 on a very enjoyable evening. L.E.C. 

+ 
THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG. 
President, Mr. E. C. Sprighton; Hon. Secretary, Mr. 

J. Robertson, P.O. Box 4967, Johannesburg; Meetings, 
2nd Tuesdays, Public Library, Johannesburg, at 7.45 
p.m. 

At the meeting held on August 14, the Rev. Loxley 
Cha:mings provided the exhibit for the evening. 

Mr. Chamings showed several sheets from his geo­
graphical collection-stamps illustrating towns and 
other places .. Each sheet was illustrated with a well­
drawn map showing the places which were shown on 
the stamps. Besides the geographical sheets, the exhibit 
included some rec,ent sets of British Empire, including 
the Canada war issue stamps, sets of Cyprus, New.found­
land and many others. A very interesting portion of 
the eixhibit were sheets of the Channel Islands local 
stamps used during the Gennan occupation. Although 
originally intended for local use they actually paid post­
age for oversea letters. Mr. Chamings ,gave a short 
talk on these stamps. 

During the evening eight new members of the So­
ciety were elected. Mr. Isaacs read some recent ex­
tracts from philatelic magazines. 

The usual auction for war funds was held and there 
was some lively bidding. I.I. 

+ 
THE ORANGE FREE STATE AND BASUTOLAND 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, l\lr. C. A. Larsen; Hon. Secretary, .Mr. 

H .. <1. Lyon. Box 70:!, Bloemfontein; .Meeting~, 3rd 
.l!'r1days each month, Oranje Koffielluis, Bloemfontein, 
7.30 p.m. 

The Society's monthly meetings, although not fre­
quently r'eported in "The Philatelist," have been held 
regularly, and have been well attended, averaging about 
15 members They have usually been of great philatelic 
i,nterest as all exhibits have been wen rece1ved. At 
each meeting the usual auctions and exchanges have 
taken place, as also the election of new memb<:rs. At 
the March meeting tribute was paid to the memory o.f 
the late W. W. Hornby, a foundation member of the 
Society. The following is a brief resume of the principal 
exhibits: 

February 16: 0. F. S. by Mr. J. Lewis. A fine col­
lection. 

March 16: Edward VIII by Lt. B. H. Friedman. An 
excellently displayed exhibit. 

May 18; O.F .S. Revenues by H. L. Kaplan. Interest-
ing, educational, surprising. . 

June 15: "Favourite Sheets." Mrs. J. L. Lewis, Cor­
onations; Lt. B. H. Friedman, Some George V 
Issues ; Mr. C. A. Larsen, S .'W. A. Postmarks ; and 

Mafeking Siege and "Republics" paper currency by 
Mr. H. L. Kaplan. 

July 20: Meeting held at Mr. Liss' residence. S. W. A. 
by Mrs. C. A. Larsen. A well displayed comprehen­
sive exhibit. 

NYASALAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
At the June meeting a monetary gift was announced 

from Mr. Hadlow, a country member. He was warmly 
thanked for this, and it was decided to use it for the 
pw·chase of new printings of the local stamps for the 
Society's collection. · 

Items of interest shown included two blocks of the S. 
Rhodesia 2d. Waterfall stamp and a No. 105 Nyasaland 
with a SU;lphur surface. 

A quizz "test your skill" was won by Mr. Farquhar. 
A number of approval books were passed round. 

+ L.B.· 

THE JEWISH GUILD PHILATELIC SECTION 
Chairman, Mr. A. Gladstone; Hon. Sec.. Mr. I. 

Isaacs, 910 His Majesty's Buildings, Elof,f Street, Jo­
hannesburg. Meetingss Last Thursday in each month at 
the Jewish Guild Memorial Hall, Von Brandis Street, 
Johannesburg, at 8 p.m. 

At the meeting held on July 26, the exhibit was 
provided by Mr. E. C. Sprighton. This was a choice 
selection from his collection of Great Britain stamps. 

The exhibit included most of the specimens and some 
essays. There were some pre-stamp covers as well as the 
Mulready covers. The Stock Exchange forgery was 
shown in juxtaposition with the genuine stamp. There 
was the 2½d. Silver Jubilee in the Prussian Blue shade; a 
large block of the Coronation stamps overprinted for 
use in the Spanish Zone of Morocco showed the "Cen­
times" error. It is impossible to enumerate all the fine 
items shown, but mention must be made of a complete 
collection of the cylinder numbers of the Coronation 
stamps. 

The exhibit was much appreciated. Unfortunately Mr. 
Sprighton could not be p~·esent to receive the thanks 
of the members in rerson. The exhibit was tabled by 
Mr. Isaacs on his behalf. 

During the evening Dr. A. Kaplan showed a block 
of 4 of each of the fd. and ld. King George V Great 
Britain imperforate I.I. 
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CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, L. Simenhoff; Hon. Secretary, S. Kagan­

son, P:0. Box 1973: Meetings, 2nd and 4th Thursdays 
at Yorkshire Buildings, Strand Sti·eet, at 7 .30 11.m. 

At the two meetings held on June 28 and July 12 there 
were big attendances. 

The displays were in the hands of Mr. L. l\. . Meyer 
who exhibited the stamps of Holland, and Mr. K. Alex­
ander who tabled a few of his "Bits and Piec,es.'' 

The display by Mr. Meyer was well received, more 
especially as it was augmented by a vel"Y interesting 
talk on the stamps and country by Dr. Baumann, of 
Stellenbosch, who deputised for the Netherlands Consul 
who was to have been present. 

Mr. Alexander as usnal gave a very interesting show­
ing of his "Bits and Pieces," which included Charities, 
Commemoratives, etc., a great many of them being 
in blocks of four and more. 

As is now usual in all displayR given by Mr. Alex­
ander, Medals and Coins had to :find space on the table 
and this occasion was no exception, and drew quite a 
lot of attention. 

The usual auctiorn was held at both meetingR, some 
fine items being put up for sale. 

It was with regret that we re>ceived the news of the 
transfer of Comdr. Enoch to Durban, but our loss 
will he their gain. 

Thursday, July 26: This date was set down for a dis­
play by Odr. C. E,. D. Enoch, hut unfortunately, as 
mentioned in last month's notes, he has been trans­
ferred to Durban. 

Mr. S. Kaganson stepped into the breach and gave 
us at very Rhort notice a display af a portion of his 
George V -collection, 

It is a long time since we had seen a display of this 
series, and it wa,;i much appreciated by the large num­
ber of memhers and visitors present. 

The stamps were artistically arranged and mounted, 
and there were very few vacant spaces. The exhibitor 
gave a few interesting facts concerning the stamps, 
noting inter alia, that the name of George V appeared 
on only one stamF-the 10s. Jamaica. Another interest­
ing nme was to the effect that · a number of this 
series were issued after the ,King's ifoath. 

During the business portion of the meeting members 
were shown enlarged photographs of the Union stamps, 
which had been presented to the Society by the Bureau 
of Information. These are to be framed and hung in 
the dub room. 

The usual auction brought to a close a very entertain­
ing and interesting evening. 

Thursday, August 9: "Mozambique" was the subject 
for display at this meeting, and there was quite a fair 
attendance considering' the prevalence of coughs and 
colds after the wet weather we have been experiencing 
here in the CaIJe, 

Mr. K. Cameron, the exhibitor, gave a talk on his 
disJ)lay. His paper, which we hope will be published 
in our magazine, makes interesting reading and gives 
food for thought. 

The collection itself was fairly comJ)lete, except for 
one or two obscure items, but on the other hand many 
items shown are not catalogued. 

The meeting ended after the usual business and nuc­
tion sessions had been completed. 

+ 
B.L.C. 

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL 
President, Mr. A. L. Bevis; Hou. Sec., G. Milner; 

Palmer, P. 0. Box 588, Durban ; Meetings, 1st and 
3rd Wednesdays at London Assurance House, 319 
8mith StrPet (in the rooms of the Durban Camera 
Clnh. top floor). 7.:-w n.m. 

The c)hairman Rtated that some copies of Mr. A. A. 
Jurgen's book, "The Handstruck Letter Stamps of the 
Cape of Good Hope 1792-1853 and the Postmarks, 1853-
191()1,'~ were available at 37s. 6d. per copy. He stressed 
the value of this work to all interested in stamps of 
the Cape of 'Good Hope, mentioning that Mr . .lurgens 
had sustained a very severe loss in having the whole of 
the first edition destroyed by fire, and sincerely hoped 
that members would take the opportunity of securing 
a copy of this work. Mr. Basden amplified the chair­
man's remarks, and said that he hoped as many copies 
as possible would be sold in Durban. At the invitation 
of the chairman, Mr. Basden gave a brief outline of what 
transpired at the last meeting of the executive of the 
S. A. Philatelic Federation. The formal application of 
the Philatelic Society of Natal to hold the Congress in 
Durbim in 1946 was confirmed, and he hoped that 
members would get together and make preparations for 
making the Congress an outstanding success. \Vith 1·e­
gard to the ''Philatelist," we were all pleased to hear 

that this excellent magiazine was in a sound position • 
that its proposed increase would be welcomed as w~ 
could expect big things from it as soon as the paper 
controller saw fit to allow this publication to increase 
its number of pages. The subscription being increased to 
Ss. we feel was wanted to put this journal on its feet. 1, 

The attentiO'Il of members was drawn to the fact that 
the exceutive had carried on right through the war, and 
the thanks of all philatelists were due to them for their 
interest in the welfare of the Federation. 

The monthly competition sponsored by Mr . .T. Lyle 
proved a very novel one. A set of the latest issue of 
the Belgian Congo was mounted on black paper and 
members had to decide which of the three colours tead 
out by Mr. Lyle was the correct colour according to 
Gibbons. Considerable merriment ensued when Mr. 
Lyle read out the correct colours, and congratulations 
are due to Mr. W. T. Williams who correctly named 
the colours of eight out of twelve. 

Mr. Winde!s usual notes on "What is what in the 
Stamp Wo.rld" were read and well received by all. 

The high standard of the collection of Union stamps 
displayed by Mr. W. Hall Jones evoked very consider­
able comment, and was thoroughly enjoyed by all present. 
Amongst such wealth of interesting stamps it is diffi­
cult to individualise, but the following were some of the 
outstanding pieces: The 9d. Air Mail with rare strut 
error and imperforate on left side ; a pair of the 9d. 
imperforate on the left side ; a set of Postage Dues with 
figure of value offset at back; a set of Jubilee Stamps 
showing the cracke'd skull variety 2d. with horizontal 
and vertical perforations missing: a block of ld. showing 
offset printing; and .a block of air mail stamps showing 
the value printed in colour of the stamp. After a num­
er of interesting itemR had been offered for 1:;ale and 
disposed of at very fair prices, the meeting closed 
with a feeling of a night well spent. W.H. W. 
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CHANNEL ISLANDS 

In the Jersey coat-of-arms stamps ·issued 
during the German occupation the designer, 
)Iajor Rybot, got away with a subtle insult to 
the Fascist leaders. 

The Id. design has a minute A in each 
corner (inverted in the top two); this is said 
to stand for "Ad Avernum Adolf Atrox," 
which is I,atin for "To hell ·with you, atroci­
ous Adolf.'' 

The ½d. design has similarly inverted A's 
in the top corner and a B in each bottom 
corner. In this instance the letters are said 
to stand for "Atrocious Adolph" and "Bloody 
Benito." 

GER~IANY 
Argument is still going on as to what was 

the last stamp issued by the "Gross Deutsches 
Reich.'' There appear to be three possib;rA : 

(1) A 42 pf., bright green, with portrai'L'ti 
"Der Fuhrer." 

(2) A 6 pf. and 14 pf., brown, commemora-c­
ting the 600th anniversary of the found­
ing the State of Oldenburg. 

(3) A stamp honouring the Volksturm, 
12 pf., and 8 pf. It depicts three of its 
members set for battle, and has the in­
scription "Ein Volk Steht Auf" (A 
people rises). 
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The SEASONS 

Spring flowers are a blaze of colour .. . 
Summer sunbathing is here again .. . 

Autumn leaves are falling ... what do 
you fancy for the ''July'' ?-
the seasons may mean no 

more than that to you. 

But to railwaymen they mean constant 
changes in the hard routine of national 
transportation. They mean that locomo­
tives and rolling stock must be diverted 
to this district and that, to distribute 
fertilizers before the spring planting, to 
bring in the summer fruit or the bumper 
crops of autumn, or to carry more coal 
for the fires of winter. Only a complete 
survey of the agricultural, industrial, 
m ii itary and social activities of South 
Africa in wartime could give you a true 
index of the work the Railways have to do. 

In spite of difficulties, 

the work gets done ! 

South African Railways 

ill. 

¼ Publiahed by the Philat.elic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributon : Central New1 Aaenq, 
w;, Ltd .. Jobannesbui,t'. Printed by M:airazine Preu (Proprietary) Umited. 2a Harri10n Street, Johanneeburc 
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Buying in London A uctioiis 
Specialist Collectors need no longer languish enviously 

helpless and unable to bid on the choice pieces coming to 
Sale in H. R. Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auctions. A new 
Service has been inaugurated to acquaint South African 
Collectors with full details of the H. R. HARMER Sales in 
time for bids to be sent to London. 

Collectors who desire to take advantage of this new 
Service, and old clients who have not been able to keep in 
regular touch with us throughout the War, should apply for 
full particulars of the scheme, specifying the countries in 
which they are especially interested. 

5th and 6th: 
A Fine and extensive 
General Collection in 
some 20 volumes 
containing many val­
uable British Empire 

rarities. 

Forthcoming Auctions in London : 
NOVEMBER 12th and 13th: 

GREAT BRITAIN 

A remarkable Sale presenting 

Great Britain Specialised 

Including many rare and 
valuable pieces. 

19th, 20th and 
21st: 

The Large and 
Extensive 

"ROWLAND" 
General Collection. 

Are you contemplating selling your Collection ? 

The H. R. HARMER Auctions are the World's best medium for 
the Sale of fine stamps. More than 3,000 Leading Collectors 
are consistent buyers at the H. R. HARMER Auctions in 
London and New York. Full details of Facilities, Commission 
Terms and Insurance arrangements are given -in the Annual 
Resume of Prices Realised, price 6d., post paid. 

H. R. HARMER 
The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS. 

39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1, 

Cables:" HARMER," BOND STREET, LONDON: in association with H. R. HARMER, Inc., 
32-34, EAST 57th STREET, NEW YORK 22, N.Y. 

Cables:" HARMERVALE," NEW YORK 
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: UNION & S.-WEST, AFRICA NOTES f 
: . -~~~------~~----·····--··--
Recent Printings : 

H Prc>with notes su ppliecl b,\· tlw Post Office> 
authorities in res1wct of printing oi stamps, 
etc., ei1.rriecl ont clnring the period 16th )la,\· 
to 21st Ang., 194(5. For previous records sep 
p. Gl of onr ,June issue. 

( a)-War Postage Stamps. 
½cl.-,Job No. ~)97,3. On an order for 200,000 

sheets x 360, 22,,300 were supplied on 21 / 8 / 45. 
Cvlinder 40 as bc>fore. 

·1c1.- ,Job No. Gl89. 293,960 slwets x 360 haye 
bee11 snppliecl on this orcler up to 7 / 8 / 40. 
CvlindPr 6936 as befon,. 

·2(1.-,Job No. 6192/8646. Deliwri('S from 
eylincler 39 up to :3 ./ 7 / 4,3 amount to 8:39,282 
sheets x 240. 

3cl.-,Job No. 9976. Si,700 slwets x :360 sup­
plied between ~3 / 7 / 4i5 and 10 / 7 I 45. Cylinder 
7014 as before. 
(b)-Ordinary Pictorial Stamps 

2d.-Job No. 46,2. On an orcler for 3-3,000 
sheets x 120, 8,;300 m:>re delivered on 'i / 8 / 4,3. 
Cvlinders 6913 Int. and 10 Ext. as before. · 

0

2s. 6cl.-,Job No. 46,3. l'i,946 sheets x 60 
c1Pliverecl on 21/8/45. Cylimiers 27 Int. and 
'i'Ol'i Ext. as before. 

,3s.-Job No. 46i3. ,3,900 sheets x 60 cle­
livc>red on 21/8/4i5. Cvlinders 6929 Jut. ancl 
41 Ext. as before. ' 

lOs.-.Job No. 46,3. 4,800 sheets x 60 de­
liYered on 14/8/45. Cvlirnlers 6918 Int. and 

~m;34 Ext. as before. . 

0 ' :)-Roll Stamps 
--..!!1 

ld.-,Job No. 36,31. Totals of :3,329 rolls x 
1.012 and 1,906 rolls x 506 have been delivered 
on this order since 2 / 4. i 4,3. Cylinder 16 as 
bc>fore. 
( d)-lnland Pictorial Postcards 

ld.-.Job No. 99'i'i. On an order for 2,720,000 
cards, 1,,16,480 have been deliwrecl since 
29 / ,3 / 4,3. Cylinders 86 and 8t5 as before>. 

(e)-Air Letter Cards 
3d.-Job No. 10048. On an. order for 

3,600,000, 1,--l-38,200 haw been delivered since 
5/6/4,3. Cylinder 76 as before. 

6d.-.J ob No. -5205. Final deli-rnry on 
22/5/4,3, bringing total to 2,;321,,28. Cylinder 
74 as bC'fore. 

6d.-Job No. 688,. An order for i5,0G0,0OO 
cards. Betwem 12 / 6 / 45 ancl 26 / 6 ,' 45 there 
were deliYered 62, ,000 from cylinder 7 4. Since 
19 / 'i / 45 tl11:,'re havp bet'll delivered 647,000 
from a new cylinder No. 91. 
(f)-South-West Africa 

2d. War Postage Stamps.-4,999 •sheets x 
240 supplied by the P.:'.\l.G. and overprinted 
S. "\V .A. from old fonnes on ,3 / 6 / 45. 

--l-d. War Postage StampR.-299 sheets x 360 
suppliC'cl b,\· thP P.)l.G. and overprinted 
S."\V.A. from old formes on 31/7/45. 

:3d. S."\V.A. Postage Stamps.-;399 sheets x 
60 supplied by the P.)J.G. and overprinted 
H ewnue / I nkomstp from old form es on 5 / 6 / 45. 

6d. S.W.A. Posta~e Stamps.-399 sheets x 
60 supplic>cl by the P.)1.G. and overprinted 
Revenue/ lnkomste from old formes on 6 / 6 / 45. 

* * * 
)Ir. 0. Lohtf has now located the :3d. ban­

tam with a whifr dot on top of the "C" of 
Africa, making it look like a larger letter, as 
No. 6 in the top row. 

)Ir. C. Calitz reports finding in a 2s. 6d. 
booklet of ½cl. and ld. stamns a vertical line 
in a Ct'ntre nair of one of -the sheets of six 
ld. stamps, ,vhich was through the "}'l" of 
1 nkomste in the ton stamp and the "R" of 
Africa in the stamp· below -it. 

The bantam 3d. ha8 now appeared with the 
, sheets shO\Ying figures (360) in the margins, 

•continuonR, i.e., repeated elevn1 times with no 
blank opposite the central arrow. 

The ordinarv ciYilian all-air service at ls 
3d. per ½ oz. 'rate was resumed from Britai~ 
to South Africa on 14th September, the first 
mail being deliwred in .Johannesburg on 24th 
September. A service from South Africa to 
Britain has been in operation since 22 / 5 / 44. 
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A PHILATELIST RETURNS 
Lieut. Sh,ingler, who has returned to the 

Union from the wars, sends notes picked up on 
his travels, about various issues. We give 
them arranged more or less from north to 
south: 

Gross Deutsches Reich. Numerous emissions 
appearing at various times during the past 
year or two. Interesting, but they can wait 
for more complete cataloguing. 

Austria. Graz overprints, really an "Austria 
Liberated" issue. This consists of 19 values 
(1-80 pf.) of recent German stamps bearing 
Hitler's portrait, overprinted vertically in 
black "Osterreich" with three vertical lines 
on either side. 

Italian Socialist Republic. (a) "l\'fonuments" 
set of 13 values, 12 (5c-31) being for ordi­
nary post, and one (1.251), a la.rger stamp, 
for express. These figure mainly monuments 
and buildings in vari~us Italian towns. The 
30c occurs in two shades of brown, one with­
out watermark. Two values, the 20c red, 
Bologna cathedral, and the 25c green, Roma­
Florenzo, have been overprinted respectively 
Ll.20 and L2 in black, with "Foste Italiane" 
replacing " Repub. Sociale Italiana-Poste" 
which is obliterated by close set black lines. 

(b) The Bandiera brothers have been hon­
oured by three large sized stamps, 25c, Ll 
and L2.50, bearing their heads, a laurel branch 
and the dates 1844-1944. 

Italy. The LlO orange of the Fascist regime 
(with head of Emperor Augustus) has been 
overp,rinted L2.50 with lines obliter2.ting the 
fascist emblem, leaving only Poste Italiene. 

Egypt. Three more values, 1, 15 and 20 mill. 
of the new Farouk series appeared in July. 
The Pan-Arab Union conference was com­
memorated the same month by the issue of 
two stamps, 10 mill purple and 22 mill green. 
These feature the flags of the va,rious states 
of the Union with that of Egypt at the top. 
It is understood that stamps of similar de­
sign will be or have been issued by the mem­
bers of the Union, the main variati·on being 
that each will have its own flag top centre. 

WANT TO BUY 
Cash or Exchange 

Per 12, 100, 1,000 and more, regular supplies 
of sets and singles from Basutoland, Bechuana­
land, Northern Rhodesia, Nyasaland, Swaziland, 

S.W. Africa and others. 

Send offers by air, do not send stamps until I 
send Import Number. 

B. SAVITZ 
13 Adbolton Avenue, Gedling, Nottingham, 

England. 
Member B.P.A. London Member P.T.S. London. 

S. RHODESIA 
ft is reported in "Stamp Collecting" that 

the latpst printing of tlw :Zd. Falls, on thin 
paper and of a deeper shade, has rev('rtecl to 
its original 1wrforation of 12½, with ,Yhich it 
madP -its debut in rn:r-5. In 19--H it was 
changed to 1-!. 

URGENT: 
WANTED TO BUY: 

Collections, Accumulations, Dealers Stocks, Rare Single Stamps, etc., etc., in 
fact any kind of s~leable material. 

I am in a position to offer the highest prices obtainable, as I am doing a 
very large and quick turnover and require stock immediately to satisfy my 

world-wide clientele. 

It will pay you to get in touch with me immediately, in order to realise 
on the best market. 

No proposition is too big or too small. 

E. BLUM, 
P.O. Box 1669 CAPE TOWN. 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

October, 1945. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 

SELL YOUR S1~AMPS TO 
H. E. HARRIS '-i CO. 

Dealers who own wholesale 
stocks of stamps will appreciate, 
we believe, the following advan­
tages of selling to H. E. Harris 
& Co. of Boston: 

Three Great Advantages 
First, if your merclinndise and 

prices are satisfactory, you iviU 
jind 'US n constant buyer. \Ve 
have the largest wholesale stamp 
business in North America. We 
employ more than 150 people, and 
sell to thousands of stores and 
retail stamp dealers in all parts 
of the United States. To replenish 
our stocks we are continually 
purchasing immense quantities of 
stamps, in both large and small 
lots. 

There Is No Risk 
Second, you can sell to us 'With 

nbsolute security. Our reputation 
for fair dealing is world-wide. On 
request we will gladly furnish you 
with references in or nea.r your 
own country. Our cash on deposit 
( in the First N atio11al Bank, 
National Shawmut Bank, and 
Webster & Atlas Bank, all of 
Boston, whose names we offer 
herewith as references) is suffi­
cient for purchases of any ma~­
nitude. Thus there is no risk, no 
delay in receiving your money, 
when you send stamps overseas to 
H. E. Harris & .Co. 

Third, we make every effort to 

deal 'With our correspondents in 
a, spirit of fri,enclly cooperatfon. 
Your letters and offers will be 
promp.tly acknowledged. Samples 
and sample books, if you send 
them, will be carefully handled 
and safely returned at our own 
expense. Especially appreciated by 
our correspondents abro2.d is our 
p o 1 i c y of making payments 
promptly: ordinarily by airmail; 
but also, on request, by cable. 

Send Us a List of OIiers 
At the present time we partic­

ularly wish to buy, in wholesale 
quantities, all kinds of• SgTs, 
PACKETS, and SINGLE STAMPS. 

For our retail trade we 2.lso 
wish to buy smaller quantities of 
BETTER GRADE SETS. 

We would therefore be pleased 
to have you send us immediately 
a detailed list of what you have 
for sale. Or, if you prefer, send 
a sample book. ( Please <lo not 
send us stamps on consignment 
unless we specifically 2sk you to. 
Always send us first a list of 
offers.) 

Please be sure to state the p1·ice 
and the quantity available of each 
item, and the name of the catalogue 
whose numbers you are using. 

Favour2,ble prices will be appre­
ciated and-still more important 
--will enable us to send you 
larger and more frequent ordt~rs 
than would otherwise be possil,le. 

Send us today :your list of offers 

II. E. 
LEADING STAMP FIRM OF NORTH AMERICA. 

108 Massachusetts Avenue, Boston, Mass., U. S. A. 
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: Pretoria 

I "B . T n" rains ru~L 
-------····--··········--··-··-

At a recent meeting of the Pretoria 
Philatelic Society a programme was arranged 
by a certain section of the military members 
who elected a "Brains Trust" to whom they 
put previously prepared questions for extem­
pore reply. 

The "Brains Trust," comprising Dr. Broom, 
Dr. Broughton and Messrs. Wright, Dodds 
and ·wilson, provided much interest and infor­
m::i,tion to the members, and the evening was 
generally regarded as both entertaining and 
instructive. 

'fhe ;following are the questions submitted 
with a precis of the replies : -

1.-Question 
To what extent and in what manner is the 

repair of stamps regarded as permissible with­
out being considered "faking''? 

Answer 
This question elicited some difference of 

opinion. Whilst some members consider that 
no repairs of any sort are permissible, others 
feel that, provided there was no intent to de­
ceive a purchaser, any repair was irreproach­
able and suggested the dictum "Better a mani­
fest repair than a man if est tear." It seemed 
to be felt generally, however, that as the 
stamps of any collector will probably ulti­
mately be sold, the repair of stamps must have 
the effect of ,deceiving a purchaser and should 
not be resorted to beyond the removal of dirt, 
rust and creases 

2.-Questfon 
Is it possible to remove entirely, wjthont 

,lamage to the stamp, creases from (a) mint; 
(h) nsecl stamps? If so, how? 

Answer 
'rhere appears to be no method of removing 

a crease from a mint stamp without affecting 
its gum, allll when the crease in a used stamp 
is so Revere as to have broken the fibres of the 
paper, it is also irremovable, but if to a lesser 
degree it may be removed Ly moisture and 
pressure under ]wat. 

3.-Question 
Why -cloes Rtanley Gibhons <'atalogne the 

stamps of Great Britain in great variety of 
«lf'tail and does not af'<'ord the same treatment 
to the stamps of the rest of the British Empire? 

Answer 
Several reasons· were advanced for this. It 

was s!1ggested that having bigger stocks, the 
propnetors of the catalogue know more about 
the stamps of Great Britain than those of 
other countries. Each countrv is inclined to 
Rpe<'ial ise in its own stamps: the more definite 
varieties of plate number and <·orn0r lettNs 
prnvi<10 grnatcr scope for it0111isation in a 

l'ala.log11c rhliau do tlw sLawps of other J ◄}mpiro 
countries. 

4-Question w~ 
It seems to be generally accepted that 

stamp~ are far more expensive in Cape Town 
than m any other part of the Union. Wha:t 
is the reason for this, and is it likely to 
prevail? 

Answer 
The members quite agree that this is so 

a~~ all attribute it to the spate of passing 
!luhtary and naval traffic through the port : 
1t seemed generally to be considered unlikely 
that this condition is likely to prevail. 

5-Qitestion 
Is there a satisfactory colour chart available 

in normal times? Do the various big stamp 
dealers agree on the designations of various 
colours, e.g., is "Carmine Red" in Gibbons 
the same as "Carmine Red" in, say ""Whit­
field King"? If no satisfactory chart' is avail­
able, how can a novice decide with any degree 
of certainty on the various shades of the same 
colour as quoted in the modern catalogue? 

Answer 
This most vexed question brought forth some 

interesting opinions : ~ 
It seemed generally to be the opinion that 

no existing colour chart is satisfactory to a 
collector. It was pointed out, moreover that 
the difficulty in setting standards of colo{1r lay 
in the fact that no one person can tell wheth~r 
what he sees appears to him to be the same as 
that which it appears to another. It is under­
stood that in the U.S.A. some colour chart 
giving shades by numerical valuation was in 
existence, but there was no f nrther informa­
tion available regarding it. The consensus of 
opinion was that it is not possible to stan­
<lardise colours, but that specialists could 
agree about the colours in which stamps had 
been produced, and upon the identity of the 
different coloured issues. Thereafter 'it would 
be up to the dealers and catalogue issuers to 
~o-operate, whic~ is not done at present, as 
1n some cases, 1n regard to one stamp one 
catalogue lists six colour varieties, whilst an­
other lists four differently named varieties. In 
the meantime the collector ('Un onlv learn to 
di:'ltinguish and _icl~ntify colours by c·olllpari80ll 
with known vanetws and tl111s aequirf' experi­
ence. 

0-Queslion 
Should a complete slH'et of Orange Free 

-State stamps eontaining a number of el"'.OfS 
and varieties be broken np to exhibit f r­
ately the individual stamps contain i,/ . e 
errors and varieties or shon ld the sheet ire 
retained intact, and if so, why? 

Answer 
'Th~re ,vas. complete unanimity in the reply 

to tlns question, which was that the sheet must 
most cNtainlv be retained intact in order to 
know the position of tht' el'J'Ol'S ancl vari0ties 
of'('lllTing on tl1P shPPt. 
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7-Question 
Is it desirable and does it make a collection 

wore interesting to collect colour and shade 
~1rieties which arc not mentioned in cata­
logues? 
Answer 

} There were diverse opnuons on this matter. 
Some felt that the catalogue gave quite enough 
colour and shade varieties7 if not too many, 
and that as shade varieties are often mere 
printing accidents and are not always indica­
tive of separate printings but may even occur 
on the same sheet, a collector should not go 
beyond the distinctions made in the catalogue. 
Others pointed out that herein, inter alia, lay 
the difference between the specialist and the 
general collector and that the specialist· having 
large quantities of material passing through 
his hands, can collect and arrange a larger 
variety of colours and shades which may be 
informatiYe and interesting, though not con­
sidered worthy of catalogue rank for the pur­
pa,.<;e of the general collector. It was also 
pointed out that there arc important shade 
Yarieties which are not separately listed in 
the catalogue. 

8-Question 
As stamps on first day covers S'eem to be 

worth more than the stamps themselves, 
(loes any additional value attach to a single 
stamp off cover but franked clearly with a 
postmark dated on the first day of its issue? 
If so, to what extent and ,f not, why not? 

,/11,su·er 
It was felt that stamps on first clay covers 

should not have any greater value than stamps 
on or off cover bearing any other postmark 
elate and that the comparatively modern craze 
for first day covers has created a quite artifi­
cial, unjustifiable and possibly only temporary 
valµe for them. There is, therefore, no addi., 
tional value attaching to a separate stamp 
merely by virtue of any particular postmark 
date because those who might regard a first 
day cover as of additional value, would not 
accept a single stamp as a "first day'' col­
lectable item. A member pointed out that a 
"penny black" cover dated 6th May, 1840, 
would undoubtedly have a greater value than 
a separate undated stamp of that issno, and 
it was agreed that such a genuinely historic 
item was rather different from the artificially 
and deliberately created covers bearing modern 
commemoratives and that in such circum­
stances different considerations apply. 

(To be continued) 

* * * THE FAR EAST 
~arious philatdic papers have chronicled a 

number of Japanese overprints on stamps of 
Hnrma, Philippine Islands and Sarawak. Very 
probably such will have been found to have 
occurred in North Borneo, Dutch East Indies, 
~tc., to say nothing of definite occupational 
~ssnes. It may be taken for granted that new 
issues will be required in practically all the 
over-run territories. 

PHILATELY AND THE DETECTIVE 
STORY 

The detective story is to-day one :of the most 
popular forms of fiction and it is interesting 
to note that in recent years there have been 
numerous references to philately by the 
authors of this interesting section of literature. 

In ma,ny cases it is the criminal who is de­
picted as the stamp collector, but one author 
at least has a favourite detective who is bit­
ten with the hobby. In some of the stories 
written by Mr. Vaughan Williams, his de­
tective is Mr. Treadgold, a tailor by profes­
sion who has a flair for solving mysteries and 
who in his spare time is a philatelist and has 
one of the finest collections of British Empire 
in the world. In "Dead Man Manor'' Mr. 
Treadgold finds himself in a remote Canadian 
village on a stamp hunting expedition, and 
the stamps he finds play an important part 
in helping him to solve the mystery of a 
murder :which takes place. 

In the "Chinese Lounge Mystery" by Ellery 
Queen the whole IJlot is based on a Chinese 
local stamp of great value. Murder is commit­
ted to possess it. 

"Three Stamps of Death" by Ma.xwell Grant 
has a very strong philatelic interest. The 
three stamps referred to are three specimens 
of the British Solomon Islands issue of 1907. 
The story is actually about a gang who arc 
dealing in forbidden issues of stamp,s from 
enemy-occupied territories. There are numer­
ous references to stamps and the story is a 
most interesting ione. 

I 1 

* * + 
GERMANY 

I. ISAACS. 

l\Iore Al\IGO'l' stamps are unlikely, as a new 
issue is foreshadowed when the Inter-Allied 
Commission is properly in the saddle. (It is 
still not clear whether the full issue has been 
four or nine denominations.) There has been 
no exchange in mails bet,rnen the different 
occupied zones, but within city limits appar­
ently any German stamp not sho,Ying any Nazi 
emblem has been valid for use concurrently 
with the Military Governnwnt issue. 

The "American I>hilatefo;t" for Augnst has a 
very interesting article on the inflation stamps 
of 1921-23, "'l'he Catalogue's Stf'pchildren," as 
they are called. Also another on tho colossal 
task facing the Allies in rebuilding the Ger­
man Post Office at present. 

BELGIUM 
Philately has evidently got going strongly 

here. We have received a postcard issued on 
the occasion of a philatelic exhibition held in 
Antwerp on 21 and 22 July; -it has a special 
cancellation reading "Antwerpen/Postzegel 
Tentoonstelling." 

A so-called Liberation series of 14 over­
printed stamps turns out to be a privately or­
ganised series made by the Belgi2n Dealers 
Association. They were only used at Bastogne 
and- may be given status as locals. 
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NATAL LOCAL POSTS. 

Nome tinrn ago a correspondent wrote :u;k­
ing for information nl1011t a _supvosorl _ J,oe~l 
Post said ·t.o havo orn·n hcon 111 operation In 

N:=d1al. 
l)d,1 il:-; n bout this tiaYo hc('Jl tra('k('cl down 

in l◄'r0d ;r. .l\lt>lville\; "Phantom Pl1ilatcly," 
for tho Joa 11 of which thanks aro <lne to Mr. 
A. Li<"hknstc-in of Bhwmfontoin. What fol­
l mm is tak('Jl n'rbatim from Mr. l\1clvillo's 
hook awl tlwro appoan; to_ 1>(' no fnrther _ com­
llH'llt JH~('ded; readers should ho able easily to 
dc<"ido whotlwr this Rdwmo came into tho 
<"atcgory of Local Post:-; or not. 

In rno2 tho "Philatelic ~Iontl1ly Rcforoo" 
n'Ct'i n'd a lott('r from a correspondent 1n 
Natal, "·ith the ld. Natal stamp, and in a<l<li­
fion a labd of which tho aceompa;1ying is an 
;1 pprox I n1ato representation. Jt ,ras followed 

NATAL 
w 

..J C) 
< ct u 1-

g , ____ 2 
FOX HILL 

hy llio <'xplanation that it was "uso<l for 
franking correspondence carried across country 
t>N Kaffir rumwrs ... they were printed by 
· Pinhole' process." Tho "Stamp Collector's 
Fortnightly" later obtained a full history 
from the originator, and it is sufficiently 
frank to .outclass the Fox Hill labels from any 
category of local Postage Rtamps: 

Jt was simply a private local manufactured 
l1v myself awl usecl on letters which my native 
c;irri~~d to a friend of mine :,;;ome few rnil<~s 
off. 'l'his Kaffir was paid at tho t'llfl of tl1e 
month at the rate of one p0nny for each letter 
lw had f'arried during tltat period. Not wish­
ing. to take the tronble of making a note of 
each letter or packet I :-;ont, l prfr1ted a cer­
tain number (100) of this stamp ancl des­
patche<l half to my friend. At tho 0ncl of the 
month it war,;; of course plain to Rec how many 
lelt<'rn harl l1('C1J carried ca('h way hy tlw rnun­
hn (':l{'h of us had left. 'l'l1m; t>ncb iwi<l his 

own postage in a lump :-;um. Being dissatis­
fied with the first design I subsequently manu­
factured a second, and ·finally a third type, 
printing 40 of tho former arnl 50 of the latter. 

When my friend moved away a short time 
ago it was more conv('nient to write per post, 
and h('11ee tho Local 8orvico was discontinued. 

Tho stamps appear to have been made on 
a home-made duplicator, or perhaps cyclo­
stylo (which may explain tho 'J.>inhole' pro­
cess); the first type is approximately as illus­
trated; the second has a three-letter mono­
gram in plaeo of J.i~ R, and tho third has a 
very amateurish profile portrait. 

0 0 0 

Since fimling this record of the Fox Hill pm;t 
Pa rt 5 of the "Catalogue of 1,ocal Postage 
Stamps" has appeared (sec page 119). 

From it wo quote the following: -"About 
April, 1846, tho 'Natal ·witness,' a Durban 
newspapN, ran a private postal service be­
tW('('n that tmn1 and Piotermaritzburg. Copies 
of the newspaper and letters WNO carried by 
native nmn('rs, who took two days ov('r tho 
j 011 rney. So far as can be asc('rta i U('d, no 
stamps "·ere issued, nor have the compilers 
seen any cov('rs which could definitely ho 
ascribed to the :-;eryice. The post ceased ope­
rations in 1850." 

10 Di!Terent Airmail Covers . . . . . . . . 5/0 
Great Britain K.<,i. V 1912-22 Mint ]d. 

l/- 10 values .. -•. . . . . . . . . . . . . 8/6 
ILG. VI 5/- and 10/- light blue, used . . 3/9 
-St. Lucia K.G. VI used 2/- at 3/3; 5/- at 8/0 • 
New Guinea 1939 Air 5d. used . . . . . . . . 2/0 
P,i!and ''Monte Cassino" mint . . . . . . . . 15/0 
300 Different Br. Colonials 10/- ; 500 22/-; 
1,000 60/-; 1,500 £6 !Os.; 2,000 £12 !Os. 

CASH WITH ORDER: POSTAGE EXTRA. 
F. G. FIFOOT, P.T.S. 

125 College Road, Moseley, Birmingham, England 

AUSTRALIA 
We have received a very well produced il­

lustrated Jlrice list of stamps from the phila­
telic department uf Myer Emporium, Ltd., 
Box 783, P.O. Melbourne. It is strongest in 
British Empire stamps, but there 2,re also 
quite a number of foreign; it is described as 
for beginners and medium collectors. 

m"""'"'~:·;·;·:~;:·;:"":;"";i~\!""!!~!i:: 'if i!i"'~~:\~·:~,~;.,.,:·::·:""""~-1===_ 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 
AF'RICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
0n approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at -4~====::=== ... 

========== ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue, REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD, 116 Highlands Heath, London, S.W. 15, England 
- , = 
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Join 
THE INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE CLUB 

and build your collection cheaply with the help of over­
seas members. Membership costs only 4/6 per' year, or 
three years 12/ _ and competitions offer free extensions. 
( U scd stamps on or off cover accepted for fees by 

arrangement). 
Full particulars from: 

S. G, Walton, 252 St. John's Road, Canley Vale, 
N.S. W., Australia. 

NEW ZEALAND 
Victory Set 

This is to com,ist of 11 stamps, from ½d. to 
ls. denominations. 'J'ho designs s11bU1itted by 
)lr. J. Berry, of Wellington, were decided on 
by a conuuittPe of postal otficials and phila­
telists. 'l'he l<l., 9cl. and ls .. present Now Zea­
land sc.:cnes; the other denouunations offer tri­
bute to tho Dominion Government, tho people 
of Great Britain, the Royal Family and to 
various service and workers' groups. 
ll eolth Stumps fur Boosevelt ()ollediun 

Knowing the late President\; interest in tho 
care of c.:ripplecl children, a complete set of tho 
health stamps was offered to him. lt was 
ac.:c.:epted, but unfortunately the actual collec­
tion did not reach America before his death. 

Tho Hl45 Health Stamps depic..:t tho· statue 
of Peter Pan in Kensington Ganlen:s, London. 
lF(wtZ l'ulp l'opcr issues 

l\,[ost of the war issue stanw:s an1 on thi:s 
paper, which is so absorbent that postU1arks 
often ]eave a greasy stain. Jt is h<,>ped Letter 
paper will ho availabldt soon, hut, of course· 
this ,vill moan a whole lot of new sliadcR. ' 

Enrn C. Cowm,L. 

Always Wanted: Stamps of all colonies and 
countries. Singles, sets an<l in bulk on or 
off paper. 

Always Available: Approvals, now issues, 
otc., against cash or references. 

GEO. F. ROWE, B.P.A., 
· 11 Barmouth Road, London, S.W.18. 

S., RHODESIAN POST}[ARK 
::\Ir. H. C. Dann writes from :England that 

the clne to :'.\Ir. Ward's unidentified postmark, 
menti0110d in our June issue, is to be found 
in his "Homance of the Posts of Rhodesia," 
p. 136. 

'l'ho mark is practically c01-tainly that of 
Scba11gapoort, an office opened in 1898 but re­
namC'd Sclnk,n! the same year. The original 
('ance]lation stamp remained in use for somo 
~·ears contemporaneously with the new Selukwe 
one. 

l\fr. Frank \V. PortC'r, of B11la,rn~·o, lias 
also sent tho identification as Sebangapoort. 
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WEEKLY STAMP 
AUCTION SALES 

EVERY 
THURSDAY 

12.45 - 2 p.m. 

CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 
Postal bids accepted • 

Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

Philatelic Auctioneers 

Corner RISSIK & MARSHALL STREETS (Opp. Escom House) 

JOHANNESBURG 
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MAFEKING SIEGE CANCHLATION 
THE "1900" SLUG 

By JW. l{. Ji'HEUNJJ 

In tho .Jnno nurnb0r of this l\Iagazine, Dr. 
Harvey Piri~ and _:Mr. A. ,:i:urgens. query two 
pointr-; mentioned m my . hne~ article on ~ho 
"U)00" slug of the .:\I afekmg cancellation 
(ibid., February, 1945). 

At tho outset I would like to point ont that 
my r-;tatC'ments made in that artiele wore b~sod 
on infoi·maion given to mo by tho Jato siege 
por-;tnrnskr, Mr . • J. V. Howat, and _by the la~o 
)Ir. A. 'J'honrns, who was telegraplust ancl did 
rPlit>f clutv at tho si0go post office. l had 
no reason· to doubt tho correctness of their 
stakm0nts, hut it is, of course, possible that 
tlH'ir 1'ecolkctions may not have been accurate 
in evl'ry detail. 

As_ far as I know, there is hardly ~ny p~r­
r,;ouality ldt now who had :lllY co11noct10n ,y1th 
tho por-;tal service of tho siege arnl who might 
havo lu,Jpecl us with our problems. At the 
time when I corresponded with the two men­
tioned cYentlmnen, I was mainly interested in 
tho pn.iblem of the various printings of the 
l\l afrking stamps ancl dicl not ask for further 
particulars about the cancellation date stamp. 

However, I think I have found now. a very 
likC'ly solution of the problem concernmg _the 
oriqin of the "1900" slug, and also some fur­
th~r details with regard to the 1\Iafeking date 
stamp in general: 

I. 
While going through some 1\Iafeking 

material of "oclds and ends," I came across 
a photo of a Maf eking cover, tho former owner 
of which had jotted down at tho back the 
following interesting note: "The post office 
official had no index '00' for the year, so he 
had a '1900' made in the besieuecl toien." 

The person in question has also died, and 
I could not obtain any further help or clue 
in this connection. But although we cannot 
verify it any more, there is every likelihood 
for this being correct. A glance through the 
siege newspaper copies will convince one that 
there were manv craftsmen in the besieged 
place who conlcl ·have easily produced such a 
slug. Tho most likely presumption is that 
it was manufactured in tho comparatively 
,Yell-equipped printing works of "'L'he l\rafc­
king 1\f ail" (~fessrs. Townshend and Son). 

To do l\Ir. Thomas, who informed me that 
the slug was found in. tho magistrate's office, 
some justice it is possible that the "1900'' 
slug was first ordered and intended for the 
magistrate's office, wlwre it was needed right 
away in Jan nary, while the spC'cial postal 
service came into being only on ::\larch 23, 
and only then the problem of a "1900" slug 
arose here. I can imagine that there are 
various date r-;tamps for different departments 
required in the magistrate's office, so that the 

examples seen by Mr. J urgeus and Dr. Pirie 
aro no criterion. 

J n reconstructing tho case as best we can 
(we have apparently no other choice left any 
more), I would_ say that the slug 1ras actually 
<lNived from the magistrate's office, as Mr. 
Thomas said, and that it had been nwnufac­
t 11rcd for this office in the bcsieucd town. 

II. 
With r<'ganl to the destroying of the 1\fafe­

kiug date stamp, it is possible that Mr. 
If owat's information, although given in good 
faith, may ho erroneous, as nearly half a cen­
tury has passed since the event and he may 
have been transferred on promotion soon after 
r<:'lief. 

As soon as there was again contact with 
1 

tho Head Office in Cape 'l'own, the general 
principle of the postal authorities was to put 
out of uso everything connected with the 
special siege service, especially tho stamps and 
the printing paraphernalia, and an Announce-
1nent bv the Postmaster-General in the Govern­
nwnt GazPtte later in the year (9/11/1900) 
was a confirmation of this policy. 'l'he reason 
was that only the original face value of the 
overprinkd issues had been paid by the mili­
tary authorities to the civil postal authorities, 
while all revenue which had accrued from the 
surcharge above face and from the locally 
made stamps had gone to the military authori­
ties. This was done mainly to obtain extra 
revenue in 'order to pay tiie high remunera­
tion for the native runners. 

}fr. Howat's information respecting presump­
tion was apparently based on this general 
policy, and I must state hero in his defence 
that a different cancellation was actually used 
immediately after relief in the latter part of 
lllay, namely, the "Field P.U." (base office) 
cancellation. I possess such a cover with a 
Mafeking stamp affixed, which was passed by 
the authorities and cancelled with the "Field 
P.O." cancellation. 

Incidentally, 1\lafeking has not been 
recorded yet as belonging to the places where 
this cancellation was used, so here are some 
particulars for the specialist : It is tho Base 
Office "double circle'' mark, 26 mm. in dia­
meter, dated l\IY 20, 00, the asterisk above 
elate is just under 3 mm. in size, and there 
are vertical dashes before FIELD and after 
B.O. The cover was doubtlessly posted in 
1\lafeking, as it has tho imprint of the "Jfafe­
king Club" on its flap, has the address of the 
sender written on it and last hut not least 
hears a Jlafeking stamp. Besides other tran­
sit postmarks, it shows one of Kimberley dated 
1\LY 27, 00. 

It is possible, as I say, that in June, when 
things became settled to a certain extent, the 
old date stamp, used during the siege, was 
r0sorted to again, as Dr. Pirie and .Mr .• Jur­
gens presume. It is an easy matter to check 
this up definitely, i.e., whether the cancella­
tions specifiocl by them are actually from the 
old siege date stamp or from a new one of 
similar type: 
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. Ouriug Uw laUur part of Llw i:;icge, certain 
letters of the date stamp Lecame worn an<l 
damaged, developing constant characteristics of 
the lettering of the cancellation (just as we 
find them in lette:i;ing of overprints). The 
main characteristics which should always show 
distinctly, even in cases of heavy inking, are 
the following: The I and G. of MAFEKING 
show cuts, slanting upwards, and the H of 
C.G.H. has a horizontal cut through its right 
foot. 

The description of further particulars and 
characteristics of the cancellation, including 
dates of their development, will be the subject 
of a separate article. 

Here these three pronounced characteristics 
may suffice. They must show in the examples 
mentioned by Dr. Pirie and l\Ir. Jurgens, if 
their theory that the siege cancellation was 
kept in use for some time afterwards holds 
good. 

COMMENT BY J. H. HARVEY PIRIE 
AND A. A. JURGENS 

Dr. Freund brings forward some evidence 
that this slug may have been made locally in 
Mafeking. It is not conclusive proof but we 
must accept it as a possibility, perhaps even 
a probability. 

We still think it unlikely that it was mac.le 
for a date stamp in the magistrate's office. 
These offices did normally have more than one 
stamp, an oval brass one and several rubber 
stamps. The former would normally have had 
an ''00" in fairly large figures, the "1900" 
might have fitted into it, but why supply this 
stamp when others were available? However, 
this is a comparatively minor issue and the 
argument need not be laboured. 

We cannot agree with his statenwnt that it 
is possible to check up definitely Ly the pre­
sence or absence of certain flaws in the lcttNs 
of the postmarks whether the covers we re­
ported as posted on 5th and 13th June and 
3rd August, were made by the old siege can­
celler or by a new one of the same type. 

Actually they show the cuts in the "I" and 
the "H" but not in the "G." 

We are familiar with tlwse flaws, which are 
often seen on gPnuine postmarks, hut tlwy are 
not eonstant: it is easy to firHl two 111nrks 
alongside of each otlwr on one "pi('<'e," ono 
showing the flaws, the other not. So mud, cfo­
pends on the amount of inki11g arnl the degn'<' 
of JH'l'Ssm·e used in making them. 

For example, we have marks (not on stamps, 
from l1aclrnta111ps on covers ancl from t(,]0gram 
forms) datecl as late . as 10th Nov('rnlmr, 1 HOO, 
Aome of which show all of these flaws (111111 
~thers), some show one or other of them, or 
-none at all. 
- Moreover, it is exceedingly unlikely that if 
a new stamper had been issued it would lrnve 
had the year expressed as "1900." It would 
have been in the standard manner, "00." Nor 
would it have been likely to have had the let­
ters "C.G.H." at all: that type had become 
obsolete in the Cape, and it would have hacl 
the new type, which definitely was supplied in 
1900. Further, knowing when fa,Jcgrnphic and 
rail cornrnm1ieations were rnstcH'<'cl lJl,tW<'On 

l\Iafekiug au<l the i:;uuL11, \\'e du uuL cou::;ider 
it possible that a new date stamp could have 
arrived .from Cape Town, at any rate, by 5th 
June. 

The finding of a .British B.0. cancellation· 
from Mafeking is an interesting new place 
record for this type of army postmark, but, 
of course, it has nothing to do with the sub­
ject under discussion. That particular army 
P.O. must have accompanied the relieving 
column. 

We raised the matter of the 1900 slug in 
connection with V ryburg postmarks, only mci­
dentally mentioning the Mafeking one. Since 
then we have found a similar slug in a mark 
from Richmond, Natal. It ,vould seem prob­
able that other Natal offices had them also. 
We might put forward the theory that some 
such slugs were captured by Boer forces in 
Natal, that one was taken to Vryburg and 
that a Boer carrying one was captured by tho 
Mafeking defenders. This would give a com­
mon origin (presumably Cape Town) for all 
these identical or very similar slugs, but it is 
perhaps straining one's imagination rather far! 
So we think this subject had better be dropped 
until more definite evidence turns up. (Agreed, 
Editor.) 

•111111111111111111111111111111111111&11·11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111:. 

Offers from Britain. 
CHANNEL ISLANDS (Jersey). German Occu­

p3:tion issues. Arms of ~ ersey. Complete vair. 
Mmt 2/6. Used 3/4. Pictorials. Complete :iet 
of 6. Mint 10</-. Used 13/6. Pictorials. Short 
set of 4 highest values. Mint 8/-. 

CHANNEL ISLANDS (Guernsey). German O<'cu­
J)ation isime. Arm-1 of Guernwiy. Complete is­
sue of 5 stamps. Mint 16/-. Used 15/6. 

EIRE. "Young Ireland Movement" Commemora­
tive issued S'evt. 15th. 'I'he f'Omplete mint set 
of 2 values 1/-. 

ITALY (Sicily). l!J43 Alli€d Military Govern­
ment issue (AMGOT). The comvlete mint set 
of 9 values, obsolete and scarce. 1 O /9. 

JAMAICA. 1945 Constitution Commemorative, 
issued August 20th. The coml)lete mint set of 
7 values l½cl.-10/- 22/6. Short set of 6 mint 
values !1d.-5/- 10/-. 

N~ASALAND. Attractive · two-colour pietorials 
issued Sevt. 1st. Complete mint set of 14 
values ½d.-£1 54/6. Short sets, ,}d-5/- (12) 
16/-; ½d,L-1/- (9) 4/3. • 

PRICE LISTS, illustmtecl and informative in­
clu?ing al! new issul's available; Ger;nany 
(H1t_ler head) ; modern Europe; Juhilt'es; C01·­
onat10ns, etc., puhlishpd monthly. Specim<'n :id. 
Per Year 2/6. 

Kindly remit hy British Postal O1·<ll'l's only. 
Postage extrn. 

WINDSOR STAMP CO., 
UCKFIELD, SUSSEX, ENGLAND. 

irtllllll!llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllh 

U.S.A. 
The 1 cent Roosevelt memorial stamp ap­

peared on 26th ,July. It shows his portrait and 
house at Hyd0 Pnrk and .. first clay covers wer<' 
issued from the .Hyde Park P.O. The 2 cent 
,Yith the same portrait and the "Little ·white 
House" was iss1wcl at \Vann Springs on 2,tth 
Augn.§:t__,_____ 
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WHEN WAS VRYBURG CG.H. 
OCCUPIED IN 1899 ? 

[n connection with the Yrybm:g issue of 
stamps, ov0rprintecl ½.A.R. ~m or about 
November 24, 1899, the quest1011 has_ been 
raised as to when this town was occupied by 
the Transvaal Boers during the war that gave 
occasion for this issue. It has been generall_y 
tak0n for aranted and I have follmv0d tlus 
i~ mv arti~les published in 1941 to 194-3, as 
well as in my book on "Philately of the Anglo­
Boer Wai'," that the occnpat10n took place 
about this time. 

l\fr. E<l. Richardson, I~haca, N.Y., wl!o h~s 
access to the "Times H 1Story of the War m 
South Africa, 1899-1902," unearthed r0ce_ntly 
some definite information on Yrylmrg from 
that source. In Vol. 2, on page 272, he_ fonm~ 
a considerable history of the o_ccupat1011 of 
Vryburg. The.Boors avi~ro:wlwcl 1t on <ktob0r 
14, 1899, cuttmg off ra 1 l and tt•legraph e<~m­
mnnication from the south. On the mornmg . 
of the 15th, a public meeting in Vr.vburg ~lc­
manded that the town be surrendered. MaJor 
Scott British army officer in charge, loft the 
town' that same (lay with the six men who 
stood for resistance. On October 18, 1900, Vry­
burg was occupied by a force of about 1,300 
Boers commanded by General J. H. de la Rey. 

This puts the occupation some five weeks 
before the app0arance of tho stamps. In the 
light of this fact, the stateme11t made by others 
as well as mys(•lf, that no Transvaal stamps 
were brought to Vryburg by tho Boers, . must 
be dismissed as an error clue to lack of mfor­
mation. It is elf'ar that a shortage of stamps 
did ocenr during the oecupation, in the se~ond 
half of November and that the Vrybnrg issue 
was made to SUJ)ply this need. 1'hat the 
General may have said what is often alleged 
as the reason for n_iaking the stamps, "Oh, 
Rlap tho QuPen in · tho face," or equivalei:i-t 
words, is quite possibly true and would be m 
c·haracter. But that this was tho reason fo·r 
the is.me is to noglf'ct the actual situation. 
1'here is an C'xplicit statement as to lack of 
stamps having existed in Vryburg, in the 
Transvaal'R "liJxtraordinarv Circular No. 80, 
issuf'd by the po1,tal auth01:iti0s at P_retoria on 
Novf'mber 29, 1899, and quoted m several 
articles and boolrn. 

Up to writing this article, I have no record 
or report of Transvaal stampR used at Vry­
lrnrg before November 24, 1899. lf any such 
have bf'0n pr~Rerv0d, a re('orcl of thf' Yahw 
anc1 date of use, and clpscription of tlw f'OV<'r, 

if they are still on coYer, "·ould he a nsdnl 
addition to our philat0lic knmdPclge of Vr.v­
burg in 1899 arnl 1900. \VhoevN may havf' 
such items is urged to publish a record of 
thorn. .STRPHRN G. RICH. 

()fr. Rich seems to have overlooked the 
article bv Pirie and Rich in the "S.A. Phila­
telist," i944, p. 122, where the occupation date 
waR put at October 25, 1899, on the strength 
of a cover bearing a mixture of Cape and 
½.A.R. stamps and statNl to have be0n a "clay 
of occupation" covf'r. \Vhich evidence is the 
m01•p e1•pc]ible? Annnw, it is now l'lc'ar tl1nt 

i.A.H. :,,tamps \\'ere usvd prior to 24th Novc111-
ber arnl a shortage of them provides a reason 
for the overprinted issue. The cover just 
mPntimwd had Cape 1d. and ld. (Hope stand­
ing) stamps and ½.A.R. ~d., lcl., 2d. and ls. 
stamps of the lSDG-97 issu0.-Editor.) · 

THE PHILATELIC 1EX1PORTERi 
is the independent advertising circular of a 
!.'il'OUP of well-known British, Colonial and 
Foreign Wholesalers, distributed by airmail 
throughout U.S.A., C{lnada, Australia, New Zea­
land, India, E'gypt, Palestine, British West 
Indies,, Malta, Gibraltar, etc. In Europe it is cil'• 
culated throughout France, Holland, Belgium and 
Switzerland. 

South African Dealers requiring (1) Bl'itish, 
Colonial and Foreig-n sources of suvply; (2) 
Agents overseas; or (3) an outlet for wholesali> 
material, ai·e invited to become suh8crihPrs. G/-

per annum. 

For Bona-fide Dealers Only 

The Philatelic Exporter 
4!l4, FULHAM ROAD, LONDON, S.W.G., 

ENGLAND. 

ElTHOPEAN LIBJWA1'l()N STA}IPS 
Netlwrlands · is having a 'i} cent "Her­

rijzelHl" (Rise Again) stamp fpaturing the lion 
trampling on a dragon. 

CzPehoslovakia has ha<l a numbf'l' of loeall,v 
appliPd overprints on stamps of the _NS~\Yhile. 
Hohomia-:Moravia Prott>C'torate, but 1t 1s not.· 
y('t C'if'ar how far these are rPcognisf'cl by the 
~0ntral goY0rnment. . . . . 

A nstria has had <JY<'rprmte<l H 1tlenn n 
stamps, some with HlOn'ly "OstPJTeieh," others 
with a heavy grill of bars aeross the hf':tcL 
Thero is now a definitive issue of the Austrian 
Hepnhlie, featuring tho olcl _eagl<?, but _with 
a sickle and a hamnwr flankmg 1t on 01ther 
side. 

'rhere has also bf'f'n an A}lGOT issue of 11 
denominations. The dPsign~. common to all, 
ishows figur0 of value m top cornC'rs, 
"Gros<"hen" down the sidf's, "Osterreich" at 
the bottom and a posthorn in the cPntrf'. 

Norwav has been using the stamps preparf'd 
and nsPi! by the Government while in England. 
'l'lwse stainps have also been ovorprint0<1 
"Vergo J,and" (words from the National A 11-

them signifying "I will •d('fencl my country"). 
There have also boon somP now issueR sinco the 
Government returned home, inC'lncling thr<'t' 
<lrnlicated to the poot ,vprgelnn<l. 

U.S.S.R. has isRnf'd a s0t of thrf'P depi<"ting 
the rout of the H itlerit0 hon1<'s 1war J\I oscow 
also tw_o commemorating Stalingrad. ' 

CHrNA 
China issu('(l on 7th ,July a series of fiv0 

stamps ($1, 2, 5, 6, 10 and 20) commf'morat­
ing her trf'aty with Britain and -C.S.A. rnad0 
in 194-3 doing awa.'' with extra-tf'rritorial 
rights. 'I'hP stamps b0ar the Marshal's por­
trait, the N0w York Statue of Liberty an<l 
tho flags of the thrPe nations in natural 

.1•olourn. 
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Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Twopence per word per insertion with 

minimmn of :2/- per insertion). 

Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used 
copies wanted. Particularly Edward 
and George. High prices willingly 
paid. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes­
burg. 

Trainsvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarities wanted by 

A. E. Basden, Killarney, Brickhill Road, 
· Durban. 
Wanted: Transvaal, Natal, Cape, O.F.S., 

Bechuanaland, Gambia, St. Helena, 
Egypt, France. Picked copies, rari­
ties and varieti.es, also 9,000 items 
for world collection up to 1933 issues. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 
For Service, promptness and satisfac­

tion. 
Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Phone 54-1692. 
Captain Priest, P /B. Marandellas, 

Southern Rhodesia, offers Rhodesians 
and British Colonials. Send want list. 

BARGAIN OFFER: Somaliland 1938 
5Rs mint 30s. cash with order; also 

J other stamps for sale. 
T. E- Karachiwalla, Mackenzie Road, 

Mombasa. -------------Pencancelled Cape Triangula.rs wanted 
for specialised collection high prices 
paid for fine copies. 

Thiele, 4;y~> \Vest Street, Durban. 
Ei"change want-;d-----;il countries. Can 

supply wholesale Silver Jubilees, Aus­
tralians, New Issues, etc. Send prices 
stating requirements. 

J. R. Allen, Dale House, Frosterley. Co., 
Durham, Engc-la_1_1d_. ________ _ 

:Mr. E~Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom, ha·s 
still some blocks and controls, also 
entires ·of African countries to offer. 

J~bilees: Comp.1ete mint including Seal 
and N.Z. dependencies in blocks ,vith 
rare narrow letters; also complete on 
cover, most F.D.C. and private ad­
dresses, including Seal and extra odd 
values. Coronations: Complete mint 
and F.D.C. In 2 fine albums, £88. 

iQ... de Beer, Boshof, O.F.S. 
Wanted to Exchange: Mint and used, 

..._. S-outh Africa for Ca.nadians, Ne,,._ 
foundland mint and used. 

John Butt, 235 Grand Avenue, London, 
Or.tario, Canada. 

Wanted-to buy: M-i-n-ia-tu_r_e __ l_d ____ S_o_u_t_h 
Africa without rouletting, block of six, 
3 x 2 or larger bloc_k. 

Reply c/o the "S.A. Philatelist." 

l"'""'"'""'""'""""'~::~•:•:uuuuuuomumuum,l 
~111111i11111111111111111111111111u111111u1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111"; 

We have reeeived the final (Part 5) of 
l\Iessrs .. K F. Hurt and L. N. and l\I. Wil­
liams' "Prieed Catalogue of Loeal Postage 
Stamps." This includes from Trondhjem, Part 
2, to ½awiercie, together ,vith an appn1clix 
including various posts not included in earlier 
parts. 

The only African item in the main portion 
is tlw r ganua ")f issionary" series of type­
,,-i·itten stamps. Should not the printed 
stamps of 1896 also have been included? The.'· 
were only valid for postage as far as )[ombasa 
and had to have E.A. Protectorate stamps 
added on mail going overseas. 

The Appendix includes the O.Y.S. "Com­
mando Brief" and' "R.D.:M." stamps, 
also the Matabelelancl Renter's 'Telegraph Ser­
viee stamns ancl a nostal service run bv the 
"Natal ,,..-itness" about 1846-50. ,Ye ho1)e to 

· have something more to say about some of .tlH>se 
later. 

}Ieanwhile, the authors are to be eongratn­
la tecl on the completion of a very fascinating 
eatalogu0. . 

New Arrivals 
Ethiopia H,45 Menelik Centenary, cpl. mint 
Ethiopia 1945 Victory issue, on un-issued 

G/6 

Ited Crc;s1, er,!. mint . . . . . . 5/6 
Nyai;aland Pictorial (14) Ct)!. mint . . . . 55/0 

Nyasaland Pictorial (13) to 10/- mint .... 30/0 
Nyasaland Pietol'ial (9 values) to 1/- mint 4/6 

Great Britain, George VI, 10/- bright blue, 
snverii used . . . . · . . . . . : . . . . . . . . 

Great Britain, George VJ, 10/- bright blue, 
pair!3 . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 

Glreat Britain, George VI. 10/- bright blue, 
. blocks of 4 • . • • • • . . • . • . . . . . • . 

Jamaica Com,titution cpl. ( expected any 

2/0 

10/6 

day) mint ....... . . ... 27/6 

C.W.O., Nett, Post free. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 

~llllllillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll~l 

GHEECE 
There were ex1weted to be issued about bt 

SeptPmbPr threP Roosevelt memorial stamps; 
1:a('.11 bearing his portrait in eolonr with a deep 
su1T0111Hl in black 
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THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL 

President, Mr. A. L. Bevis; Hon. Sec., G. Milner 
Palmer, P. 0. Box 588, Durban ; Meetings, 1st and 
3rd Wednesdays at London Assurance House, arn 
Smith Street (in the rooms of the Durban Camera 
Club, top floor), 7.30 p.m. 

September was undoubtedly one of the best attended 
meetings for many moons, which we hope is a good omen 
for the future. 

The usual monthly noteR on "Stamvs ·w01th w·atching 
For" was read by Mr. W. H. Wintle. 

A · very fine collection was tabled by Mr. A. F. van 
Leeuwen, consisting of Holland and Dutch East Indie:,. 
This exhibit was m~tstanding- ccnRidering the sr,ort 
1wriod in which it had been collected, and was enjoyed 
by all. 

As mentioned before, something new would be held 
in the way of a comvetition, anrl it proved to be a 

"Brains Trust." The Brains Trust consisted of Mr. L. 
Bevis, Mr. G. Milner Palmer, and Mr. A. E. Bas­
den. Here are som€ of the questions asked, and the 
1·eaders can wrestle with these themselves. ''Which in 
your opinion is the more desirable to collect, Mint or 
used stamps?" "Does a stamp 1mrchased as a mint 
copy cease to be such when it is affixed to an album 
sheet by hinges, if so, what desc1•ivtion would you 
then apply to it?" "Can you e:xvlain what is meant 
by the terms 'Essay' and 'Die-proof'?" 

The manner in which these que'ltions Wf'J"e ans,Wered 
by the trust was most illuminating, and was definitPly a 
philatelic edu~ation. 

The usual a·uction was held, and the meeting closed 
with the feeling that a good night hRd bf'en pas><ed 
with enjoyment by all. W.H.W. 

* THE PHILATELIC SECTION OF THE JEWISH GUILD 

·Chairman, Mr. A. 'Gladstone: Hon. Sec., Mr. I. 
Isaacs, 910 His Majesty's Building~, Eloff Street, .Jo­
hannesburg; Meetings, last Thursday in each month at 
the Jewish Gutild Memorial Hall, Von Brandis Street, 
Johannesburg, at 8 11.m. 

At the meeting held on August 30, the East Rand 
Philatelic Society 1mid a visit to the Guild and were 
responsible for H:e exhibits of the evening. 

After the formal business of the mc>eting was con­
cluded, Lt. J. A. B. van Wyk, president of the East 
Rand Society, took the chair and introduced the 
exhibitors. 

M1•. J. Rigg showed ,-ome sheets of Sarawak, and 
other British Empire issues. All the specimens were 
in fine condition, and the exhibit was most interesting. 

Mr. H. Suklje's exhibit was ~hown for him by Mr. 
Gutsche. It consisted of mint blocks of four of all the 
jssues of King George VI. It was a fine exhibit which 
made a beautiful Rhow. 

Mr. J. Shepherd showed a fine lot of Cape Triangular 
stamps, inC'luding some fine wood blocks in perfect 
condition. All the specimens shown were with J')er­
fect margins and there were some pairs and blocks. 

Lt. van '\Vyk showed his collection of South West 
Africa This included nearly all the errors and varieties .. 
There were nearly all the varieties "no stop after A." 
The exhibit inC'luded the miniature ls. with the over­
print inverted. Altogether the exhibit was a nearly 
,·ompletf' collection of this interesting country. 

Dr. A. Kaplan SJJoke on the exhibit and pro11osed a 
vote of thanks to the visitors, which was heartily 
accorded. 

The evening concluded with a quiz contest between 
teams from the Guild and the East Rand. Dr. Kanlan 
was the question-master. The Ea~t Rand was the winner 
of the !.'ontest. l.!. 

* THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG. 

Presli.dent, Mr. E. C. Sprighton; Hon. Secretary, Mr. 
J. Robertson, P. 0. Box 4967, Johannesburg; Meetings, 
2nd Tuesdays, Public Library, Johannesburg, at 7.45 
p.m. 

At the September meeting there were two exhibits. 
Mr. I. Isaacs showed his collection of 20th Centm;y 

Bermu'da. Except for a fe~ of the varieties of sha<le, 

the collection was complete in mint spPcimens. There 
,vere also a few need in the more rec(:nt is-sues. The 
exhibit included the Commemoratives and the Georii:e 
VI 2d. J.!)38 issue. There ·were some flown and censoi·ed 
covers. 1 

Mr. L. Buchen tabled an almost com11lete collection 
o,f Bosnia, and introduced his e~:hibit with :>. short 
J1HJ)er. This was n most interesting historical exhibit. 

Mr. H. Suklje spoke on the exhii..,its, and proposed a 
vote of thanks to the exhibitors . 

During the evening two new members were elected. 
Mr. I. Isaacs read eome notes from current vhila­

telic literatul"J, and the usual auction wns held for wa1· 
funds. I.I. 

* 
PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, Lt.-Col. G. Lance Horne; Hon. Secretary, 
H. A. Wager, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st ~i.nd 3rd 
Mondays, 8 p. m., Technical College. 

September 3: Lt.-Col. Lance, Horne in the chai1·. Mr. 
H. N. B. Hawke read an article on the bisects of the 
Channe, Islands during its occ~vation. 

Competition Evening: This was arran~ed by Mr. 
Hawke and Dr. Broughton in the form of •JU<!,,tions on 
1,hilatelic knowledge to be answered by the members. 
Mr. Hawke gave cwenty quf>~.tions requiring ·•~·•·,i" 01· 

''r.o," 01· false or t•·ue :is anr.wers, and Dr. Bronghton 
gave twenty quEstions requiring ve1·y roncise answers. 
Both sets .Jf questions were well thong-ht out and covered 
a wide range of rhilately. The two wi .,ners were Mr. 
Wright and Mr. Oppenheim, who tied for first 11lace, 
but in a second short contest Mr. Wright became the 
winner with Mr. Opvenheim second. Prize,, were 
f•warded. 

September 17: Lt .-Col. Lance Horne in the chair. 
Mr. Hawke read an article on the reorganisation of 
Gibbons Stamp eE-tahlii:'11ment. 

Mr. Oi,penheim gave an interesting talk on the Re­
pubiic of Dominica, a place which he had visited in the 
Cnrribean Sea. This is part of the island of Haiti 
ar,<l wa:, the first place where Columbus land€d, and 
in fact where he was eventually buried. He gave n. 
short account of the changes which had taken vlace 
in the ~overnment of the country. Many very interest-­
·ing stamps hnd heen issued, but they a11vea1_·ed ver'.r 
difficuit to obtain, especially con~idering that they 
wer2 not very high prked. Mr. Om1enheim sh-:>wed n 
fairly extensive collection of those he had been able 
to ob:tain. He also showed a few sheets of some 
rather uncommon stamps, including somP of Jersey. 

H.A.W. 

* 
PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, G. K. Forbes; Hon, Sec., Mr. n. G. Y. 
Malcolm, P .0. Box 458; Meetings, Room 8, City Hall 
Basement, at 7.45 p.m., 1st and 3rd Tuesdays. 

The first meetir!g of the month was given over to an 
auction, and all r,resent had an enjoyable evening. 

The second and bw,iness meeting was on Septembei· 
18, and a large gathering attended. 

The display was in the cavablc hands of Mr. Malcolm 
who showed 50 pages from his general collection. As 
the president remarked, "There was some renlly good 
stuff, nearly all the sets were mint neatly mountea." 

The style of mounting the Nyasaland stamps, which 
were complete, was 1:.nique and foteresting. Half of 
the dfaplay were airmail-, of different count.ries, ~nd 
Mr. Malcolm is to be congratulated on his R[llendid 
exhibits. 

The secretary then read a vaper on Mauritiu;; stamps, 
and why in early days they were the only stamps of 
British poss<sssion to differ from the English deshrn. 

A hearty welcome waH given to Mr .Eric Carr, 
president of GrahRmstown Society, who at one time W!\S 

secretary of the P. E. Branch. · 
A hearty ,ote of thanks waia given to Mr. Malcolm, 

and the meeting clo;:;(;d at 9 .15 p. m. 

* * * 
NYASALAND 

L.E.C ........ 

The new series dulv appeared on 1st Sep­
tember and a ven nice looking lot they are 
-14 clenominatio:ns, ½d. to £1, total face 
value J2s. 9d. 
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The SEASONS 

Spring flowers are a blaze of colour .. . 
Summer sunbathing is here again .. . 

Autumn leaves are falling ... what do 
you fancy for the ''July'' ?-
the seasons may mean no 

more than that to you. 

But to railwaymen they mean constant 
changes in the hard routine of national 
transportation. They mean that locomo­
tives and rolling stock must be diverted 
to this district and that, to distribute 
fertilizers before the spring planting, to 
bring in the summer fruit or the bumper 
crops of autumn, or to carry more coal 
for the fires of winter. Only a complete 
survey of the agricultural, industrial, 
military and social activities of South 
Africa in wartime could give you a true 
index of the work the Railways have to do. 

In spite of difficulties, 

the work gets done ! . 

· South African Railways 

ltL 

¼ Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Di11tribut.or1: Central New■ Asenc:,. w;, Ltd., JobannNburi(. Printed by Mairazi:::ie Pr" .. (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harriaon Street, JohannNburc 
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With the August Sale at Bournemouth the 1944-45 auction season drew to a 
successful close and following the custom of previous years we publish below the 
results of all those auctions held during this period under the direction of Robson 
Lowe Ltd., of Pall Mall, London, S.W.I. 

No. of Class of Sale. No. of Valuation. Reali,mtiou. Percentage of 
Sales. Lots. Realisation. 

14 Great Britain 3,919 £21,022 £22,513 107·1 

9 *Specialised 2,131 £34,935 £35,335 101 ·1 

16 General 4,481 £28,269 £29,532 104·4 

5 Postal History 1,432 £5,260 £5,885 111 ·8 

II Bournemouth 3,142 £21,041 £21,161 100·5 

55 Total 15,107 £110,528 £114,426 103·5 

* These figures include the collections of British Guiaaa and Belgium -..vhich were sold intact 
at the valuation (£8,000 and £7,500 respectively) before the sales. Abstracting these figures 
the percentage realisation is raised to 102 .;3 under this heading. 

We do not make a practice of publishing any commentary from the buying and 
selling public as we believe that the annual publication of our figures proves 
the popularity of the methods adopted for the disposal of philatelic properties. 
These methods have made the purchase of valuable collections a sound financfal 
proposition, a high proportion of the material offered having been previously 
sold by us in the past. 
The extensions being made to our premises and the return of our staff from war 
~ervice will greatly add to the facilities for the rapid and satisfactory disposal 
i>f fine postage stamps for 

IMMEDIATE CASH-BY PRIVATE TREATY-THROUGH AUCTION 

SO PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.I. 
Cables: STAMPS PICCY LONDON. 'Phone: Abbey 4034 
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Buying in London A uctioiis 
Specialist Collectors need no longer languish enviously 

helpless and unable to bid on the choice pieces coming to 
Sale in H. R. Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auctions. A new 
Service has been inaugurated to acquaint South African 
Collectors with full details of the H. R. HARMER Sales in 
time for bids to be sent to London. 

Collectors who desire to take advantage of this new 
Service, and old clients who have not been able to keep in 
regular touch with us throughout the War, should apply for 
full particulars of the scheme, specifying the countries in 
which they are especially interested. 

November 26th, 27th: 

An Attractive General 
Sale including Fine 

Collections of 

Antigua and Monserrat 

offered by order of 
F. E. Pattisson, Esq., 
of Tonbr:dge Wells. 

Forthcoming Auctions in London : 

December 3rd, 4th : 

A Very Fine 

AIR MAIL SALE 

including many rare and 
valuable pieces. 

December I 0th, 11th : 

Unusually Fine 
Collections of 

Ascension & St. Helena 

offered by order of 

Lieut. F. D. Pattisson, R.E. 

Also Jamaica, etc. 

Are you contemplating selling your Collection ? 

The H. R. HARMER Auctions are the World's best medium for 
the Sale of fine stamps. More than 3,000 Leading Collectors 
are consistent buyers at the H. R. HARMER Auctions in 
London and New York. Full details of Facilities, Commission 
Terms and Insurance arrangements are given in the Annual 
Resume of Prices Realised, price 6d., post paid. 

H. R. HARMER 
The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneer 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS. 

39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1, 

Cables: u HARMER," BOND STREET, LONDON: in association with H. R. HARMER, Inc., 

32-34, EAST 57th STREET, NEW YORK 22, N.Y. 

Cables:" HARMERVALE," NEW YORK 
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l ............................. ~~~.~.?.~~.:.~ ........................... J 
STRONG )IiEAT 

On another page we publish a commun~ca­
tion in Yerse from a reader who describes 
himself as a collector of Union stamps on a 
i,;emi-specialised basis. . 

It will be fairlv obvious that lus verse has 
reference to articles by Jlr. H. A. ,Sydow 
and, in a covering letter sent with _the ve~·se 
he states that he has read these articles with 
much interest, that they have helped him to 

q~ betkr understanding of his stamps and that 
he looks forward to more of them. 

At the same time, ho,vever, he admits that 
he has to read re-read and stud~· the articles 
before full~· g1:asping the purp~r~ of . the1?1-
hence his "Hnbaiyat." The ,vntmg 1s ,nth­
out malice for he is a friend of JI r. Sydow, 
and has. ii°iformed him of his authorship. 

,ve have recognised all along that ::\lr. 
Sydmv's articles are highly . specialised, 
strong meat, and perhaps "caYiare to the 
general" But ,ve liave ample_ proof that_ t~1ey 
are appreC'iated by the particul~r specialists 
to whom they appeal. And,. let 1~ not. be ~or­
gotten, that one of _the ma~n ob.3ects m YI€\\" 
when the Smith ::1. frzcan Plnlatelist ,vas taken 
over by the Fecleration ,~·as to prov~de_ . a 
medium for the publication of specrnh_sed 
articles on the philately of Southern Afnca. 
The particular value of 2\fr. Sydo"·'s research 
will be more generally appreciated when. the 
points he has made come to be absorbed 1~to 
the ne,v "Gnion Handbook now in preparation 
under the auspices of the Federation. 
. In the meantime, it is np to those whose 
'ttterests lie in other fields to let us have the 
benefit of their studies-,nite about them and 

~t vour fellow-collt>C'tors share ;vour know­
ledge .. Don't be a lone wolf. 

ETR.E 
Two stamps, 2½d. and 6d., commemorating 

the centenan· of the "Young Ireland JfoYe­
ment" ; they· portray a youth smving seed. 

_:_Windsor Stamp Co. 

UNION AND S.W.A. 
)Ir. Axer notes that the new printing of 

the 10s. stamps, which has been on sale in 
Cape Tmvn since 24-8-45, is of a deep shade 
of brmn1, which considerably enhances the 
appearance of the stamps. 

He also records that the meter p_ost num­
bers have increased considerably smce .'.\Ir. 
G. W. Hocking's list of them as at 4-3-43 was 
published. Neoposts ha-rn increased from. 278 
to 292, Jiidgets from 365 to 401, and "CnIYer­
sals from 158 to 203. 

'The Hd. bantams, after having been unob­
tainable at most offices for many months, have 
made a reappearance during the past two 
months or so. It ,vould seem that reserve 
stocks have been put on sale, with instruc­
tions to get them nsed up as quickly as pos­
sible, for thev are being stuck in large blocks 
on parcels an'd telegrams, and don't the postal 
clerks like it! 

The ½cl. bantams have 110w appt>ared ,vith 
marginal 360's in green. . 

Jlr. Roth reports that tlw 4c1. bantam with 
purple marginal imprint, overprinted s.,v.A., 
is nmv on issue. 

He has also fonvarded for inspection five 2d. 
Bantams (two rnions and three with S.W.A. 
overprint), all of ,Yhich sho"· a white hair 
line running verti.C'all~· the whole length of 
the stamps, approximatc-1~· in the centre of 
them. 

":e hope to illustrate our Yictory issue in 
next month's issue. 

* * * 
O.F.S. JlYSTERY 

Under this heading Stamp Oollectinq of 
September 8 illustrates stamps from a prfrate 
letter addressed to a lad~· in England under 
date of September 16:. 1900. 'l\rn of the three 
stamps lrnve the normal Y.R.I. overprint; 
the third is a penny stamp with an overprint 
of Y.R. onl;v! of a type reminiscent of that 
nsed on 'Transvaal stamps some twenty-three 
~·ears earlier. Could it lrnTe been an experi­
mental overprint whiC'h found its "·ay into 
circulation, or "·hat is its nature? Have any 
of our Free State specialists knowledge of 
anything similar? 
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ASSIDUITY ASIDE. 
(A collector of "Unions" is somewhat be­

mused after trying to digest certain articles 
in S.A. Philatelist Nos. 223, 228, 244.) 

Go, humble creature; niount where science 
reigns! 

Acce;pt the proffered research and its gains. 
Absorb the learned wisdom, given sincere, 
Couched in such phrases-exquisitely clear! 
Then leave unturned no stone by swift 

applying 
Such knmvledge to your pages. Keep on 

trying ... 
Consider your children, whom the philatelic 

muse 
Has cunningly inspired-shall they choose 
To drift in shameless ignorance, without 

thought 
For stampic mysteries? Or yet be tauijht 
The "wheres" and "whys" and "hows" your 

science bounds, 
And tread with you its many mazy rounds? 
F-nough, I say ! shall I let it be known, 
To future generations, that I own 
No "Transverse Rectangulars" in "sextuple" 

arrav 
Giving ~e "guide-dots" when or where I may? 
And shall I sav that I haYe neYer learned 
To show my ''backgrounds quasi-engine-

turned''? 
Or that "allotments" to be really great 
)f ust be "embellished" in "subjacent" state 
With "dual-printed Yignettes"? "Definitively" 

No! 
I'll have mv "binary impressions" in 

"intaglio.'; 
"Cited afore," my "concomitants" find 
In "anastatic quadriform" behind, 
And all "impinging," ''lateral margins" show 
How I my "gutters vertical" do know. 
'· Anent" each new denomination see 
The printer's imprint "limned" horizontally 
In "hardened steeJJ' my "positives" display, 
(:1fy "negatives" in "transfer" rolled away.) 

So shall at length, in persevered array, 
My pages proudly flaunt their massed display. 
Some may admire. Others will disdain 
The detail. Only I, will knmv the pain!! 

"PETTIFOG." 

THE CURRENT TWOPENNY 
STAMP. 

AN OPTICAL ILLUSION 
By Emil Tarnsen 

On behalf of stamp collectors I wish to 
register a, strong protest against the current.,,.. 
twopenny atsmp ( which a,ppeared about the· 
beginning of March, 1945) having been passed 
for issue by the Government Printing Works. 

The facade of the Union Buildings, Pretoria, 
between the two towers is in reality, of course, 
concave outwards, as seen by any:one regard­
ing it from outside. But in the vignette of 
our latest twopenny stamp does it look con­
cave? To me it looks convex, the centre bulg­
ing towards one, instead of looking farther 
away than the ends. 

I admit, however, that there is an element 
of optical illusion ahout this appearance. If 
on thinks of it as concave, :one can see it as 
concave; but I have to think very hard to see it 
thus (as it should be), ordinarily I see it as 
convex. 

As to whether this is the result of a peculiar 
lighting effect when it was photographed or 
has been brought about in the reproductior.. 
from the original photograph, I can offer no 
opinion, but I do feel that the authorities in 
the Government Printing Works have been, to 
say the least, careless in passing this stamp 
for issue when it can so glaringly misrepre­
sent one of our lovely buildings. It is unfor­
tunate that they have broken a record of many 
well designed and well finished stamps with 11 > 

errors or faults of significance. 
Pictorial stamps of a country are intended to 

show up- the best points, like beauty spots, or 
historical scenes, buildings, etc., and an artist 
may be permitted s·ome idealisation, but not to 
the extent of turning part of a building inside 
out! 

Some of our pictorial stamps have now done 
about twenty years' service; the large war 
issue on the whole looked well, the small war 
issue served as well under difficult circum­
stances and the Victory stamps will suitably 
close the war period. Could we not now 
have something different, typical of South 
African life in peace time? 

Collectors of REALLY FIN1E BRITISH COLONIAtS 
should get into touch with me AT ONCE 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 

AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., on approval 

to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at ONE-THIRD of 

Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN issues, Mint or Superb ! 
Used, at 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD, 116 Highlands Heat1h, London, S.W. 15, England 
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WEEKLY STAMP 
AUCTION SALES 

EVERY 
THURSDAY 

12.45-2 p.m. 

CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 
Postal bids accepted • 

Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

JAMES MILDENHALL & COM·PANY 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

Corner RISSI K & MARSHALL STREETS (Opp. Escom House) 

JOHANNESBURG 

URGENT: 
YI ANTED TO BUY: 

Collections, Accumulations, Dealers Stocks, Rare Single Stamps, etc., etc., in 
fact any kind of saleable material. 

I am in a position to offer the highest prices obtainable, as I am doing a 
very large and quick tur~over and require stock immediately to satisfy my 

world-wide clientele. 

It will pay you to get in touch with me immediately, in order to realise 
on the best market. 

No proposition is too big or too small. 

E. BLUM, 
P.O. Box 1669 CAPE TOWN. 
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UNION ARMY P.O's 
The time for the full story of the Union 

Army Post Off ices is not yet, for some of them 
are still operating; but in reply to a request 
for certain information about their work, the 
Director of the Army Postal Service has sup­
plied the following information, which we 
have much pleasure in puhlishing :._ 

(a) South African Army Post Offices oper­
ated in (i) Northern Rhodesia, Kenya, 
Ugancla, Tanganyika, Eritrea, Italian Soma­
liland, British Somalilancl, Ethiopia (Abys­
sinia); (~i) Madagascar; (iii) Egypt, Libya, 
Cyrenaica, ·Tripolitania, TunisiaJ Algeria, 
1lorocco; (iv) Palestine, Syria; (v) Sicily, 
Italy; .(vi) Great Britain; (vii) South Africa. 

(b) (i) East African postage stamps were 
sold in the countries named in (a) (i) except 
Northern Rhodesia, ·where the stamps of that 
country were used; (ii) On 3.2.41 the South 
African and East African Army Postal Ser­
vices were amalgamated an~l the date stamps 
"A.P.0.-U-M.P.K." were substituted by 
"E.A./A.P.0." This arrangement lasted 
until the conclusion of the East African cam­
paign. (iii) South African postage stamps 
were not sold by the Army Post Offices abroad 
until our troops started operating in Egypt, 
but South African stamps proferred for use 
prior to then woulcl have been accepted as 
valid. The same would probably have applied 
to stamps from the Protectorates, S.W.A. and 
the Rhodesias. (iv) Union Postage Stamps 
were sold at the South African A.P .O's estab­
lished in the countries named in (a) (ii), (iii), 
(iv), (v), (vii). (v) In Great Britain, British 
postage stamps wore sold .. 

Postage was payable on all postal matter 
from U.K. to the Union until the introduc­
tion during July, 1945, of the free air mail 
concession to troops, when parcels, etc., only 
were paid for. 

Tho Army Post Office in the United King­
dom was a section of the U.D.F. Repatriation 
Unit and as such dealt with mail for released 
S.A. Prisoners of War and the Repatriation 
Unit Staff. 

A section was, however, detached for duty 
at S.A. House to assist with the disposal of 
mail for South Africans who had their corre­
spondence addressed there. 

Several S.A. A.P.O's operated in tho 
United Kingdom; A.P.O. (G.B.) 1 being the 
most important. 

(c) When the British troops of the Medi­
terranean Force arrived in Egypt all soldiers 
were required to pay postage, but after 
n£'gotiation arrangements were coneludecl 
\'vhereby lett£'rs postnf "On Active Serviee" 
were accepted free. Air Letter Cards ,YerC' in­
troduced to certain countri£'s of the British 
Commonwealth and British postage stamps 
were used in prepayment. 

Egyptian pm;tage stamps were used for all 
items whiC'h had to be passed to the Egyptian 
civil post offic£'s for delivery or onward trans­
miRsion. 

At all Armv Post Offices established in 
Egypt, in acco1·dam·£' ·with the arrangements 
concluded, Egyptian date-stamps supplied by 

the Egyptian Civil Postal Administration 
were used for cancellation purposes. 

(cl). ~ith the advent of Dominion t~·o<:r ~ 
pern11ss10n was granted to the Dom1mL i' 
Army Postal Services serving them to or~ 
ganise their own postal services and to use 
postage stamps of their own dominions. / 

In order to facilitate postal arrangements 
generally it was an umvritton law that an:v 
postal items bearing postage stamps of 
British or Dominion Army Postal ServicPs 
sNving in the same area, would be accepted 
at any A.P .0. under their respective controls. 

(e) Outside of Egypt cancellations were 
effected by means of the date-stamps of the 
British and Dominion Anny Postal Services. 

(f) [A complete schedule was given of the 
postage stamps despatched from tho Union up 
to 23.8.45 to Army P .O's serving abroad. 
What follows is only a summary of the main 
facts therein of philatelic int<-'rest.J 

In Madagascar the stamps used were all of 
the large war issue (all denominations ½d. to 
ls.) plus ·small and large-sized registered en­
velopes. 

In tho ~[iddle East, N. Africa and Italy, 
the first supplies were of the current ordinary 
pictorial issue, denominations ½d., ld., 2d., 3d,. 
4d., 6cl., ls., 2s. 6d., 5s. and 10s. plus small 
and large-sized registered envelopes. The 
three highest values and the registered en­
velopes remained on issue throughout. 

The other pictorials were gradually replaced 
by the large war issue (all values, including 
the ls. 3d. denomination) after 22.9.41. 

The largo war issue stamps in their. tnrn 
were gradually replaced by the miniature war 
issue after 1.8.42, all denominations having 
been supplied. 

The quantities of the different cleno·mina­
tions supplied varied enormously. For ex­
ample, of the ½cl. denomination (pictorial, 
large and small war effort) there was £265 
worth; of the ld. (all three varieties), £4,395 
worth; of the l½d. (large and small war effort) 
£124 worth; of the 2d. (large and small war 
effort) £857 worth; of the 3d. (all 3 varieties) 
£204,601 worth; and so on. The total values 
of stamps and envelopes supplied abroad was 
£387,437. 

l=llllllllllllllllllll~l;l;ll~ll~ll~lllll~l;ll;l~ll;ll~IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII M 

DEALERS: Ask for my Who1esa1e Price List. 

·-=======~= Cheapest source for Cey]on Stamps. Who]esa]e exchange considered, sets 
or singles. Send Lists. 

C. M. ANTHONY, 
C/o K. B. T. Perera, 35, Queen Street, 

~ Colombo, Ceylon. 
;,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111s1111111111111111111f,f 

AUSTRALIA 

It 1s announced that during the three 
months the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester 
set were on issue sales of the 2½d. were nearly 
90 million, of the 3½d. just over 4 million, 
ancl of the 5½cl. a little short of 6 million. 

A Victory set is now stated to be in pre­
paration, probably of the same denominations 
as the Gloucester series. 
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If You Have 
Sell ct 

Stamps 
ct ct 

Dealers who own wholesale 
stocks of stamps will appreciate, 
we believe, the following advan­
tages of selling to H. E. Harris 
& Co. of Boston: 

Three Great Advantages 
First, if your merchandise and 

prices are satisfactory, you will 
find us a constant buyer. We 
have the largest wholesale stamp, 
business in North America. We 
employ more than 150 people, and 
sell to thousands of stores and 
retail stamp dealers in all parts 
of the United States. To replenish 
our stocks we are c1ontinually 
purchasing immense quantities of 
stamps, in both large and small 
lots. 

There ls No Risk 
Second, you can sell to us with 

absolute security. Our reputation 
for fair dealing is world-wide. On 
request we will gladly furnish you 
with references in or nea.r your 
own country. Our casb. on deposit 
( in the First National Bank, 
National Shawmut Bank, and 
Webster & Atlas Bank, all of 
Boston, whose names we offer 
herewith as references) is suffi­
cient for purchases of any mag­
nitude. Thus there is no risk, no 
delay . in receiving your money, 
when you send stamps overseas to 
H. E. Harris & Co. 

Third, we make every effort to 

deal 'w·ith our correspondents in 
a, spirit of friendly cooperat-ion. 
Your letters and !Offers will be 
promptly acknowledged. Samples 
and sample books, if you send 
them, will be carefully handled 
and safely returned at our own 
expense. Especially appreciated by 
our correspondents abroa.d is our 
p o 1 i c y of making payments 
promptly: ordinarily by airmail; 
but also, on request, by cable. 

Send Us a List of OIiers 
At the present time we partic­

ularly wish to buy, in wholesale 
quantities, all kinds of SETS, 
PACKETS, and SINGLE $TAMPS. 

For our retail trade we also 
wish to buy smaller quantities of 
BETTER GRADE SETS. 

We would therefore be pleased 
to have you send us immediately 
a detailed list of what you have 
for sale. Or, if you prefer, send 
a sample book. ( Please do not 
send us stamps on consignment 
unless we specifically ask you to. 
Always send us first a list of 
offers.) 

Please be sure to state the price 
and the quantity available of each 
item, and the name of the catalogue 
whose numbers you are using. 

Favoura.ble prices will be appre­
ciated and-still more important 
-will enable us to send you 
larger and more frequent orders 
than would otherwise be possible. 

Send us today :your list of offers 

II. FJ. IIA. R, Jl·I S cc,. 
LEADING STAMP FIRM OF NORTH AMERICA. 

108 Massachusetts Avenue, Boston, Mass., U. S. A. 

125 
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crl1e La test Discovery 
in Union Ban tams 

AN ASTONISHING "FIND" 
(By HINKO SUKLJE.) 

A short while ago ,Yhen purchasing 2d. 
Bantams for everyday use, l was fortunate in 
notieing a peeuliarity in the first sheet given 
me, and fnrt!wr examination reveakd a wltolo 
sNies of 1wculiar sheets. 'They wore of the 
current, latest, printing. 

'The horizontal perforation on tho i.;lwets 
was found to be misplaced, gradually moving 
upwards across the sheets until tho stamps 
,Yere po1'.forated exactly through the (.'entre; 
then the perforations gradually began moving 
down again (slmYt'l' than ·up) until the perfora­
tions were again normal. This process of mis­
placement took place in a batch of 24 sheets 
with consecutive Serial Numbers which, for 
convenience I ,Yill call 0001 to 0024 (these are 
not the real nnmbers). Having the oppor­
tunity, I naturally purchased the 24 sheets 
intact. 

Now here is the astonishing discovery: -
The perforations reached the centre of the 

stamp, cutting the sailor across his month (see 
illustration) with sh('et No. 0006. This sheet 

No. 0006 also had the ton three ro,rn com­
pletely blank, while ro,rn 4 to 20 were quite 
normal except that rows 5 and 6 had part of 
the background round sailor's head faint or 
almost missing. 

Sheets No. 0007, 000S, 0009 and 0010 ,Yere 
found to be completely bl1111k, except for the 
usual Serial Numbers on the right-hand 
margins. The nerforation was now again on 
its do-wnward journey. 

Sheet No. 0011, on which the · horizontal 
perforation had moved half the journev down 
again, hacl only the top four and a. half rows 
printed, the balance of the sheet being blank. 

On the next tl1irtef'n shf'ets the 1wrforation 
gradually moved furtlwr down until it reaehecl 
\ts normal position again with sheet No. 0024. 

Sheet No. 0024 was found to have a join 

in the paper aeross tho 6th and 7th rows from 
the top of the sheet. 

'l'his completed the "J,'IND," which must be 
a very rare one, ancl it is beyond my concep­
tion how all these sheets were passed or over­
looked, eventually reaching ~ Post Office. 

'flus is all the more phenoqwnal beeause of 
so manv errors in a bateh of 24 consecutive 
slH'ets. ~ 

,Just one more peculiarit.Y: On all the sheets 
T found the distance betwcl'n two horizontal 
lines of perforations to he 24 mm. witl1 tho 
follo,Ying exceptions: On 8hePt No. 0001 I 
found the distance betwePn the first and second 
and between the twelfth and thirteenth li1ws 
of perforations to be 2;3 mm. \Vlwtlwr any 
importance can he attached to this. I do not 
know, but this difference of one mm. is quite 
<lef-inite. 

And ,Yho .said the agl' of ".:\l irad<•s" and 
"Finds" is past! ! 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Twopence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 2/- per insertion). 

Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used 
copies wanted. Particularly Edward 
and George. High prices willingly 
paid. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes­
burg. 

Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarities wanted by 

A. E. Basden, Killarney, Brickhill Road, 
Durban. 

Wanted:. Transvaal, Natal, Cape, O.F.S., 
Bechuanaland, Gambia, St. Helena, 
Egypt, France. · Picked copies, rari­
ties and varieties, also 9,000 items 
for world collection up to 1933 issues. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 
For Service, promptness and satisfac­

tion. 
Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Phone 54-1692. 

BARGAIN OFFER: Somaliland 1938 
5Rs mint 30s. cash with order; also 
other stamps for sale. 

T. E· Karachiwalla, Mackenzie Road, 
Mombasa. 

Pencancelled Cape Triangula.rs ,vanted 
for specialised collection high prices 
paid for fine copies. 

Thiele, 455 Vil est Street, Durban. 
Mr. E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom, has 

still some blocks and controls, also 
entires :of African countries to offer. 

Exchange desired with Collectors in all 
British Colonies, (_)ffer Ceylon, :,11 
issues,, Jubilees, Co1·cnations, Picto-
rials, etc. · 

C. M. Anthony, care of K. B. T. Perera, 
:15 Queen Street, Colombo, Ceylon. 
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f ,. 
CHANNEL IS.LANDS (Jersey). German Occu­

pation issues. Arms of Jersey. Complete pair. 
Mint 2/6. Used 3/4. Pictorials. Complete r,et 
of 6. Mint 10/-. Used 13/6. Pictorials. Short 
set of 4 highest values. Mint 8/-. 

CHANNEL ISLANDS (Guernsey). German occu­
pation imme. Arm,;; of Guerrn,0y. Complete is­
sue of 5 stamps. Mint 16/-. Used 15/6. 

EIRE. "Young Ireland Movement" Commemora­
tive issued Sept. 15th. The comvlete mint set 
of 2 values 1/-. 

ITALY (Sicily). 1913 Allied Military Govern­
ment issue (AM GOT). The comvlete mint set 
of 9 values, obsolete and Acarce. 10 /9. 

JAMAICA. 1945 Constitution Commemorative, 
issued August 20th. The complete mint set of 
7 values l½d.-10/- 22/6. Short set of 6 mint 
values l½d.-5/- 10/-. 

NYASALAND. Attractive two-colcrnr tiictorials 
issued Sept. 1st. Complete mint set of 14 
values ½d.-£1 5-1/6. Short sets, ~d-5/- (12) 
16/-; ½d."-1/- (9) 4/3. 

PRICE LISTS, illustrated and informative, in­
cluding all • new issues available ; . Germany 
(Hitler head) ; modern Europe; Jubilt>es; Cor­

onations, etc., published monthly. Specimen 3d. 
Per Year 2/6. 

Postal Kindly remit by British 
Postage extra. 

Orders only. 

STAMP 
UCKFIELD, SUSSEX, ENGLAND. 

WINDSOR co., 

:illllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll, 

l!J_~===' '''''''''''''~ri~i:'~i~i;~••••••••••••••G 
(By L.A. Wyndham, Cape Time~ Ltd., /936). 

The most comprehensive and informative 
work of its kind, containing 126 well­
printed pages with 21 full-plate and many 
other illustrations. Included are a priced 
catalogue and check-lists, and the volume 
is tastefully bound in blue cloth with gold 
lettering. 

Published in l!):36 at l 7 /6, I offer the 
remainder stock at the reduced price of 12/(i 
nett, post free. Besides being an indispens­
able work of reference, it makes an ideal 
~hristmas gift for any philatelist or student 
of aerial history. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllt.11111@ 
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RUSSIAN COMMEMORATIVE 
STAMPS 

Orders and Medals of the Patriotic War-
6 new values perf. or imperf. . . . . 

150th Anniv. of death of Griboyedov (2) 
Red Army Front (6) ......... . 
Siege of Stalingrad (2) •. 
Siege of Stalingrad imperf. eheet of -1 at 

I 'Rub ............ . 
Guards Badge 60 Kop. . . . . . . . . 
Chaibolsan, 1 Rub. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
100 Anniv. oi Repin (5) perf. or imperf. 
100 Anniv. of Rims,ky-Korsakov (4) perf. 

or impert. . . . . . . . . 
Teheran Conference (2) ......... . 

· Orders of the Great Patr. v'v'ar, 1, 3, 5, 
10 Rub. . . . . . . . . . . . ... 

Orders of the (;reat Patr. War, 15, 20, 30 
and 60 Kopek, perf. or imverf. . . 

Leningrad Miniature Sheet, imperf. .. 
25th Anniv. of Com. Youth Li,ag-ue (5) 

6/6 
1/9 
6/-
6/-

21/-
1/· 

2,/6 

8/-

10/6 
6/-

38/6 

3/3 
6/6 
7/6 

All Sets complete, MINT ONLY. C.W.O. Post 
Free. 

Better grade collections of any country wanted 
to buy. 

n. 
58 LOVEDAY STREET 
JOHANNESBURG 

Phone 33-3989. P.O. Box 6710 

.• 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111u111111121111111111111111111111 1111111111111111111 , 

FOR SALE 
Breaking up a large British Colonial 
and Modern European Collection 

MOSTLY 11 INT 

~ Strong in Geo. V Issues 
and Commemoratives 

Modern European Com­
memoratives 

Modern U.S.A. Mint 

Approval by 
willingly sent. 

Countries 

REFERENCES PLEASE 

Postage extra 

A. KAPLAN, Box 132, GERMISTON 
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CONCOMITANT SLOGANS) OF THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA l 

By A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A., C.A.(S.A.). 
~-

lllllllllllllllllllllllltlllllllllllllllllllllllllllUJlltllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllUllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllh:: 

The \Var or National Defence stamps, yclept 
midget aml ahm hantam stamps, in small vertical 
and in small horizonta,l format consist of eight 
denominatiom;, namely, ½d. green, Id. red, l½d, 
brown, 2d. purple, :M. blue, 4u. green, 6d. orange 
vermilion, and ls. brown, together with the sepia 
ls. 3d. denomination in conventional size. These 
monochromatic stamps were and are being printo(l 
at the Government Printing \Yorks, at Pretoria, by 
the rotogravure or rotary photogravnre process. 
Two cylinders at a time were used in respect of the 
printing of each denomination, to wit, one for the 
stamps and the other for their circumjacent marginal 
slogans. 

THE 3G0 CATEGORY. 

The ½<-'l., Id., 3d. and 4d. denominations are 
grouped under this category as, although printed in 
the web, they are issued in sheets of 360 units, 
marshalled in 20 horizontal rows of 18 .each. The 
pictorial representations on the ½d. and Id. stamps 
are shown in vertical format on each one on the 
sheet ; but on each one of the 3d. and 4d. stamps the 
pictorial representation is shown in horizontal 
format on the sheet. The ½d. and Id. denomina-

tions are printed in normal upright position,;, whilst 
the :{d. and 4d. denominaJ,iom; are printed sideways, 
the former facing to the right and the latter to the 
left. Eaeh stanip of the ½<l., Id. arnl :M. denomina­
tions is inscribed unilingnally ; and as separate 
entities, the Engli;;h and Afrikaans inscribed stamps 
are arranged alternately throughout the sheet. 
Each 4d. stamp, however, is inscribed bilingually. 

The top and bottom horizontal margins per ,;heet 
exhibit the following :English and Afrikaans printed 
slogans in collateral alternate positions :-

(a) MAKE NATIONAL HECURJTY YOUR 
OWN/BUY UNION LOAN CERTIFI­
CATES, and 

(b) DRA NASIONALE VEILIGHEID OP U 
HART/KOOP UNIE-LENING-SERTIFI-
KATE. 

The sheet juxtapositions of the said English and 
Afrikaans composed slogans (indicated "e" and 
" a," respectively, hereunder) and the Afrikaans 
and English inscribed stamps (indicated "A" 
and "E," respectively, hereunder) of the Id. and 
3d. denominations are represented thus :-

SLOGAN CYLINDERS 2 AND 3. 

I 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Row S e a e a e a e 
Row I A E A E A E A 
Row 20 E A F~ A E A E 
RowS a e a e a e a 

On the sheets of the ½d. denominations, however, 
the English and Afrikaans composed slogans and 

8 9 
a e 
E A 
A E 
e a 

SLOGAN CYLINDERS 

RowS e a e a e a e 
Row I :FJ A E A :BJ A E 
Row 20 A E A E A ]<j A 
RowS a e a e a e a 

The left lateral margin of a sheet exhibited the 
following slogans :-

( c) Below the central lateral arrow and reading 
upwards-Buy Union Loan Certificates. 
Koop Unie-leningsertifikate Buy Union Loan 
Certificates, and are abbreviated thus­
Bl-Kl-B2. The following characteristics 
have been observed:-

a e 
A E 
E A 
e a 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
a e a e a e a e a Top 
E A E A E A E A E 
A E A E A E A E A 
e a e a e a e a e Bottom 

the English and Afrikaans inscribed stamps are 
juxtaposed thus :-

1, 2 

a 
A 
E 
e 

AND 3. 

e a e a e a e a Top 
E A E A E A E A 
A E A E A E A E 
a e a e a e a e Bottom 

Cylinder 1.-Dot below right limb of "u" 
of" Buy "-B3. 

Cylinder 2.-2mm vertical line after terminal 
" e " of " sertifikate " K2, and coloured 

dot above right limb of" U" of" Union"­
B3. 

Cylinder 3.-6mm. horizontal line above ter­
minal "n" of" Union" and also "L" of 
"Loan "-B3. Cylinder I .-Small break top right limb of 

"B" of "Buy "-Bl minute protuber­
ances right limb of" U" of" Union" Bl. 

Cylinder 2.-Coloured dash above initial" C" 
of " Certificates " B 1. 

The right lateral margin of a sheet exhibited the 
following slogans :- A';' 

Cylinder 3.-Small dot below" L "of Loan­
BL 

(d) Above the central lateral arrow and reading 
upwards-Koop Unie-leningsertifikate Buy 
Union Loan ~ertificates. Koop Unie-lening­
sertifikate, and are abbreviated thus --K2-
B3-K3. The following characteristics have 
been observed :-

(e) Above the central lateral arrow and reading 
downwards-Buy Union Loan Certifica:t~. 
Koop Unie-leningsertifikate Buy Union Loan 
Certificates, and are abbreviated thus-B4-
K4-B5. The following charactieristics have 
been noted :-
Cylinder 1.-Dot to left of left limb of'' U" 

of " Union "-ll4. 
Cylinder 2.-Nil. 
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Cylinder 3.-Dot to left of" B "of" Buy"­
B4. Small indentation at bottom of " o " 
of " Union "-B4. Dot below extremity 
of top curve of" C " of" Certificates "-B4. 

An indentation occurs in the bottom curve of the 
second " e " of " leningsertifikate." This variety 

tpriginated from the original artist's drawing which 
~as transmitted to the Master Negative, and from 
the latter in turn to Slogan Diapositives I and 2 as 
blemishes both of which latter arc reflected on 
Slogan Cylinders 1, 2 and 3.-K4. 

(f) Below the central lateral arrow and reading 
downwards-Koop Unie-leningsertifikate Buy 
"C"nion Loan Certificates. Koop Unie-lening­
sertifikate, and are abbreviated thus-K5-
B6-K6. The following characteristics have 
been noted :-
Cylinder 1.-Defective stop over second ·" i" 

of "leningsertifikate "-K6. Coloure<l 
dash and dot over" a" of same word--B6. 

Cylinder 2.-l½mm. vertical line after final 
"e" of" leningsertifikate "-K:5. 

Cylinder 3.-Dot to the left near top of first 
"i" an two dots after final "e " of lening­
sertifikate-K5. 

An indentation occurs in the top serif of the 
"p" of "Koop" -K5, like a 1ninute 
double prong, and shows in Alogan Cylin­
ders 1, 2 and 3. This variety also originated 
from the original artist's drawing. V ide 
remarks under paragraph (e) afore. 

Slogan Diapositive 1 was utilised for the prepara­
tion of Slogan Cylinder 1, which latter was employed 
only in combination with the ½d. denominated 
Stamp Cylinder 40. Slogan Diapositfre 1 was 
abandoned owing to the development of a large flaw 
which was reflected as a large green blob over 
stamp No. 16 of Row 1 of the ½d. Cylinder 40, and, 
accordingly, Slogan Cylinder 1 was also abandoned. 
On Slogan Cylinder 1 the "B" of" Buy "-B4-
horizontally was lower in alignment than the word 
" Dra " over stamp 18 of Row 1. On Slogan 
Cylinders 2 and 3, prepared from Slogan Diapositive 
2, the " B " of " Buy "-B4-horizontally, respec­
tively, was and is higher in alignment than the 
word " Dra." 

Under the 360 category the Stamp and Cylinder 
combinations are as follows :- . 

1. ½d. denomination.-Stamp cylinder 40 (green) 
and slogan cylinder I (green); stamp cylinder 40 
(green) and slogan cylinder 2 (green); stamp 
cylinder 40 (green) and slogan cylinder 3 (purple). 
Stamps Nos. 1-18 of Row I of Cylinder 40 in worn 
condition were printed in combination with Slogan 
Cylinders I and 2 (green) and 3 (purple), but in 
their re-touched conditions with Slogan Cylinder 3 
(purple) only. Anent Slogan Cylinder 1, the lower 
kern of the "f" of "leningsertifikate "-K:~-is 
1 ! mm. distant from the " C " of " certificates " 
printed horizontally above Stamp No. 1 of Row 1. 
. ~ent Cylinders 2 and 3, t~e distance _be~":e~n 
the said lower kern of the " f and the said m1t1al 
"_C " is 2½ mm. It was remarked that at the top 
a'ithe left lateral margin the distance between the 
terminal "e" of "lengingsertifikate "-K3-and 
the initial "B" of "Buy "-Bl-anent Slogan 
Cylinder 1 was 7¾ mm., whilst the distance between 
the said terminal " e " and initial " B " was 5 mm. 
anent Slogan Cylinders 2 and 3. These measure­
ments were taken from sheets trimmed abnormally 
high and which showed the bottom and top rows of 
slogans in juxtapositions. 

2. Id. denomination.-Stamp cylinder 6922 
(red) and Slogan Cylinder 2 (red) ; stamp cylinder 
69~6 (red) and Slogan Clyinder 3 (purple); stamp 
cylmder 6936 (red) and numeral cylinder .i) 1 
{purple); stamp cylinder 6936 (red) and numeral 
eylinder 2 (red). * A diapositive flaw in the shape of 
a white spot appears above the figure of value 
tablet on stamp No. 7 of Row 2 of Cylinders 6922 
and 6936. A large red spot appears on the nur:oe's 
uniform below the collar on stamp :N"o. 7 of Row 20 
of Cylinder 6922. A large white spot appears 
adjacent to the elbow of the left arm of the nurse 
on Stamp No. 16 of Row 20 of Cylinder 6936. 

:3. 3d. denomination.--Stamp cylinder 7014 
(blue) and Slogan Cylinder 2 (blue); stamp cylinder 
7014 and Slogan Cylinder 3 (both blue). 

4. 4d. denomination.-Stamp cylinder 54- and 
Slogan Cylinder 2 (both green); stamp cylinder 54 
(grC'en) and Slogan Cylinder 3 (purple). 

(To be continuC'd.) 

Always Wanted: Stamps of all colonies and 
countries. Singles, sets and in bulk on or 
off paper. 

Always Available: Approval$, new issues, 
etc., against cash or references. 

GEO. F. ROWE, B.P.A., 
11 Barmouth Road, London, S.W.18. 

(Coneludecl from pagC' 132.) 
from which he read some extracts which were very 
amusing in the light of vresent day J)hilately. Mr. 
,vright tabled a very extensive collection of West 
Indian stamps. 

H.A.W. 

* PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec., Mr. n. G. Y. 

Malcolm, P. 0. Box 458 ; Meetings, Room 8, City Hall 
Basement, at 7 .45 p.m., 1st and 3rd Tuesdays. 

Members had an enjoyable evening at the first meeting 
in October, which, as usual, was given over to an auction. 
Attendance was good and packets were quickly sold. 

The second and business meeting wasi held on October 
16 and was not so well attended. 

:)Vlr. T. H. Nicholson was absent through illness, and 
we sincerely hope he will be recovered and able to attend 
the next meeting. 

Mr. Robinson was rPs,ponsible for the evening and 
displayed 30 1iages of E'mpire Airmails. Ther;e stamps 
on a black background were neatly mounted and spaced 
and were very interesting, as they were mostly com­
r,lete, and some of the high values were vu>Jl worth 
scrutinising, and mc·mebrs were keenly interested. O,ving 
to eye trouble, Mr. Robinrnn was 1mahle to be r,resent, 
but Mt·. Forbes deputised for him. 

M1·. Forbes tabled f,2 first <lay covers. 'I'he1-1e were 
very interesting, as most of them had either pairs or 
blocks of stamps fixed. Forty.five small packPts were 
vut up for auction, and being qu;ckly sold, the even­
ing closed at !l.15 • 

L.E.C. 

Join 
THE INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE CLUB 

and build your collection cheaply with the help of over­
seas members. Membership costs only 4/6 pel' year, or 
three years 12/ _ and competitions offer free extensions. 
(Used stamps on or off cover accepted for fees by 

arrangement). 
Full particulars from: 

S. G. Walton, 252 St. John's Road, Cauley Vale, 
N.S.W., Australia. 
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MAFEKING "1900" SLUG 
The accompanying figure should have been 

included with Dr. Freund's paper in last 
month's issue, but it had to be omitted owing 

• 

to an accident to the block. It illustrates the 
cuts or nicks which he describes as developing 
in the letters I, G and H. 

U.S.A. 
The khaki-coloured 3c .stamp honouring the 

Army appC'ared on 28 8C'ptember. It pictures 
American troops marching under the Arc de 
'J'riomphe in Paris-a hnge wide, long column 
of men with the Ar<'h small in tho ba<"k­
ground. Lirin' s Weekly criticises it as a d<>­
sign with possibilities rnined by putting too 
llllll'h into it-mass mm·cler 011 a stamp, in 
fad. 

l◄'HENCJH COLONIES 
"Stamp Collecting'' reports a complete new 

sNies of stamps for the Fn,nch West African 
Colonies preJHll"Pd by D'e La Rue and Co. in 
London from a design by Mr. Edmund Dulae. 
It is understood there are 19 denominations. 
Tho design i,;hows head and shoulders of two 
arnwd soldiers, a Berb0r and a 8C'n0galese. 

YICTOHY STA::\IPS 
T n addition to issu('S which w1., have alr0ady 

l'C'portcd as made or fortiH'oming, the follow­
ing have eomc to notice: 

A.7Jyssinia.-Already issued, the set of five 
He<l Cross stamps of l9il6 overprintc>d with a. 
large Y; nJnnbers lirnitf'd. This countr;v is 
also soon to have a sC't of five commemorating 
tlH' 50th anniversary of its having a postal 
service. Also a limited issue. 

U reece.-A single stamp is annonn<"ecl for 
C'arl:v appearance. 

India is to have a seriC's; dt>tails not yC't 
available. 

7'liilippirirs.-Certain stam1m of the 1938-40 
issue rC'eC'ived a further hanclstampC'd over­
print of "YICTORY." 

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 
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RECENT WAR ISSUES 
A WARNING 

"\Ve have already had occasion in our pag(".S 
to achise collectors not to be in a hurry to 
buy war issues until it is known which are 
to be recognised and what quantities ar~_ · 
available. At present there is a tendency in.I 
some quarters to push the sale of suf'h stamps 
at ,vhatever prices collectors ,vill pay, and 
they appear to be willing to pay almost any­
thing. Experience with the stamps of "\Vorld 
"\Var I should have taught a lesson. · 

:Messrs. H. Ji~. Harris & Co., of Boston, 
~lass., on1: of the largest stamp ·dealing finirn 
m Amer_1ca, have put the position very 
bluntly m the American philatelic press. 
'J'hey urge both collectors and clealns to ao 
C'asy "·ith tlwse issues, and they are refnsi;';g 
to handle them thems<>lvC's until they have 
reason to bclievC' that thev can offer t'hem at 
prices corresponding to thC'i'r true values. 'l'he~· 
con_sid_er that any dealer handling rC'cent 
Axis issues at present cloC's so at the risk of 
losinp; the goodwill and <'ontinuecl patronage 
of Ins customers ,vhC'n the true charaC'ter and 
vahws of these isstws is known. 

THE PHILATELIC 1EXPORTE~ 
is the independent advertising circular of a 
g;roup of well-known British, Colonial and 
Foreign Wholesalers, distributed throu~hout 
U.S.A., Canada, Australia, New Zealand, India, 
EJ.!'Y!lt, Palestine, British West Indies, Malta, 
Gibraltar, etc. In Eurove it is circulated through­
out France, Holland, Belgium and Sw'itzerland. 

·South African Dealers requiring (1) British, 
Colonial and Foreign sources of suvply ; ·(2) 
Agents overseas; or (3) an outlet for wholesale 
material, are invited to become subscribers: 5/-

per annum. 

For Bona-fide Dealers Only 

The Philatelic Exporter 
494, FULHAM ROAD, LONiDON, S.W.6., 

ENGLAND. 

BRAZIL 
This· country is going strong in commemo­

ratives, according to information received 
from Dr. Mario <le Sanctis. 

30th .:\I ay sa,v two issues, both of 40 cents, 
one celebrating the 150th anniversary of the 
birth of F. M. <la Silva, composer of the national 
anthem, the other the 50th anniversar~· of the 
founding of the Geographic-Historic Institute 
of llahia. · '// 

'The five Victory stamps are being tied in 
miniature sheets, with .deseriptive text . iw 
either Portuguese,· Esperanto, Spanish, Eng­
lish, Russian, Chinese or }i'rench, and, finall~·, 
a sheet with text in all of these languages­
making eight sheets in all. 

The return of the Expeditionary Force from 
Italy is being celebrated by a set of five stamJ)S 
(20 CC'nts, 40 cents, $1, 2, and 5) termed as 
a whole "'l'he Smoking Snake." 
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I 
r SOCIETY tfEWS I 

············-------
~ THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG. 

Presiident, Mr. E. C. Sprighton; Hon. Secretary, Mr. 
J. Robertson, P .0. Box 4967, Johannesburg; Meetings, 
2nd Tuesdays, Public Library, Johannesburg, at 7.45 
p.m. 

At the meeting held on October 9 the East Rand 
Philatelic Society paid an official visit to the Johannes­
burg Society and provided the exhibits. 

After the official business was concluded, the chair was 
handed over to Lieut. van Wyk, president of the East 
Rand Society. 

Mr. S. Legator showed a complete collection of the 
stamps of Egypt, including all the rare items. Locals, 
commemorations and varieties were all 11resent. 

Mr. H. SukJje showed some fine specimens of used 
stamps of King George VI. All were perfect copies. 

Lieut, van Wyk showed his fine c!ollection of stamps 
of S.W. Africa. Most of the errors were represented, 
including the inverted overprint on the miniature ls. 

I.I. 

* EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIE'fY 
President, Mr. A. Watson; Hon. 1Secretary, Mr. 

S. F. Fowler, P. 0. Box 168, East London ; Meetings, 
Colosseum Building, 2nd Fridays at 7.45 p.m. 

September : Owing to unavoidable circumstances, the 
meeting had to be postponed for a week; in consequence 
a number of mernberR were unable to attend, but 20 
members and five visitors were present. 

Interesting philatelic items were passed round for in­
spection, including covers from Czechoslovakia, U.S.A .. , 

'"Rhodesia, etc., while the new Egyptian issues commemo­
rating the "Pan-Arab Union," were also shown. 

Mr. Watson gave a short talk on his recent visit 
to the Transvaal, with particular reference to the col­
lection of stamps now being exhibited at the Africana 
1tfp.seum. 

There was also a discussion as to whether the Society 
should i.mdertake to indent for new issues on behalf of 
members, but this matter was held over pending receipt 
of certain further details. 

One new member was proposed and duly elected. 
Mr. C. H, Thornton then tabled the first portion of his 

display, which took the form of "The Travel Story of a 
Letter, in Stamps." This was something new to most 
of the members ap.d attracted much interest. Following 
the tea interval, Mr. Thornton continued with a truly 
marvellous exhibit of early classics, inclnding many 
rarities seldom seen. With such a wealth of material, 
it is possible to mention only a few of the more striking 
items and regret that space prevents a more complete 
description. No modern issues were included. but the 
earlies of many of the '.Vest Indian Colonies were the1'e 
in brilliant condition, including St. Vincent bisects on 
pieces, St. Lucia, Barbados ld. on half 5s., Grenada 
"Postage" overprints, etc. 

Among stamps of countries outside the British Com­
monwealth one noted a fine·page of early Brazils, includ­
ing the "Bullseyes," while the United States pages in­
cluded the 5c. and 10c. of 1847, the latter in a fine pai1·, 
the 1851 imperforate set, the 1869 issue with the ex­
ception of the 90c., the the 1865 large Newspaper Stamps, 
an imperforate copy of the unissued 3c. scarlet of 1862, 
Columbus set to 2 dollars, covers with early U.S.A. and 
Confederate States stamps and many other items. A 
very fine display; which was greatly appreciated by all 
present. 

'rhe meeting closed after the usual auction. 
'J?ctober: At this meeting 19 members and two visitors 

w~-e present. A hearty welcome back was extended 
to Mr. C. Hampson, who has made a good recovery from 
his recent operation. 
.,.._A. number of interesting items were passed round 
for inspection, including 6d. British booklets, speci­
mens of· the Guernsey issue, U.S.A. Roosevelt stamps 
and the new Jamaica set In addition, Mr. J. P. 
Shingler, who has recently returned from the North, 
gave a most interesting display of some of the· European 
war issues, both enemy and Allied, and, in addition, the 
new Nyasaland set in mint pairs. The former included 
the Austrian set overprinted on the Crermnn Hitler 
stamps, Croatia, Go·man War Effort, Jugoslavia Tito 

issue and the scarce set issued b:y .Jugoslavia for 
use in Fiume. Practically all of these stamps were 
beautifully printed in very attractive colours and made 
a fine display. 

Mr. Paviour showed his very fine and exhaustive col­
lection of Canada from the earlies to the current issue. 
Most issues were shown, both mint and used, many 
blocks of four being included. The large and small 
Queen's head issues were very complete, most values 
being in a range of shades. Particularly noticeable also 
were several sheets bearing complete sets with the offi­
cial O.H.M.S. perforation. Many interesting covers were 
included and the display waR rounded off with a good 
selection of large revenue stamps. 

T.A.H. 

* NYASALAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

President, L. V. Booth; Hon. Sec., Mr. Anson; 
Meetings, 2nd Mondays, Tobacco Auction Rooms, Limbe, 
5 p.m. 

At the September meeting 18 members and two visitors 
were present. 

Regret was expressed that the Government had not 
seen its way clear to grant the Society's application for 
presentation of a set of the Colony's new stamps to the 
Society's collection. The Chief Secretary had explained 
that there was an official stamp collection whi"h would 
be deposited in the Central African Territories' Museum 
if and when such an institution were esta.blished: it 
was not possible also to supply the Society. 

Mr. Milne, in the circumstances, presented a set, 
a gift received with many thanks. 

Capt. Twynam then demonstrated to the meeting 
the results of his researah ,vork into the va/rious 
printings of the K.'G. VI leopard type of stamps. 
This communication was much appreciated. 

A large selection of approval books were handed 
round. 

L.A.B. 

* 
THE PHILATELIC SECTION OF THE JEWISH GUILD 

Chairman, Mr. A. 'Gladstone ; Hon. :Sec. , Mr. I. 
Isaacs, 910 His Majesty's Buildings, Eloff Street, Jo­
hannesburg; Meetings, last Thursday in each month at 
the Jewish GU/ild Memorial Hall, Von Brandis Street, 
Johannesburg, at 8 p.m. 

At the meeting held on September 27, members were 
asked to show some si:amps they didn't like. 

Mr. I. Isaacs showed a cardboard cylinder smothered 
with stamps of the German inflation period. Milliards 
of marks had paid the postage. 

Mr. A. Gladstone showed some sheets of the countries 
he collects which issued i-'Ome stamps of ir,ferior design 
to their usual issues. Stamps of Russia, France and the 
United States were includPd. 

Mr. W. Oppenheim's choice of dislike was the minia­
ture sheet of Hitler issued by Germany. 

The members much enjoyed the unusual nature of the 
exhibits. · 

The meetings of the Philatelic Section of thP Jewish 
Guild are open to all sta!mp collectors whether members 
of the Guild or not. 

I.I. 

* 
CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, L. Simenhoff; Hon. Secretary, S. Kagan­
son, P.O. Box 1973: Meetings, 2nd and 4th Thursdays 
at Yorkshire Buildings, Strand Street, at 7.30 p.m. 

September 15: The large crowd of members and visitors 
present at this meeting were given a real philatelic 
treat when Mr. Jurgens shower! his collection of the 
stamps of Bechuanaland. The display was attractive 
and fully annotated, and blocks of a large number 
of the series were the rule rather than the exception. 

Early postmarks were well to the fore, a branch of 
philately in which Mr. Jurgens has a particular in­
terest. A book dealing- with the stamps and history is 
in preparation by Mr. Jurgens, :1nd when publishad 
will be eagerly sought after by collectors of Bechuana­
land. The exhibitor, in his usual inimitable manner, 
gave an interesting talk on the stampR displayed. 

During the business portion of the meeting it was 
decided to have auctions at alternate meetings only and 
in their place to have talks, competitions, etc., in an 
enderuvour to make our meetings mo:re interesting. 
A small sub-committee vrns fo1·med, and we look for-
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ward with interest to our next meeting, which is in 
their hands. 

Auguest 23: There was a big attendance of members 
and visitors to view a collection of Cape 'I'riangulars 
by Mr. C. 0. Plambridge. The collection of approxi­
mately 140 of these stamps was started only a few years 
back and the major portion was obtained in Call€ Town 
at auctions, etc., and a very repref'entative collection it 
proved to be. There were no fewe1· than seven "Wood 
blocks," one of which was a particularly fine copy. 
)Joticeable also was a very fine pair of the "slate blue" 
fourpenny. Many of the stamps were on cover and 
made a very interesting display. 

Included also were stamps of Griqualand ,vest with 
the various "G" type overprints and an interesting 
Mafeking Siege :f:rst day cover. 

An item which was not connected with the above but 
was shown by Mr. Plumbridge as a matter of inwrest, 
was a set of Italian Somaliland stampi:i overprinted 
"In British Occupation." The overprinting was done 
by the South African forces when they took over the 
country at the oeginning of the war, but the issue was 
prohibited and withdrawn and very few of these sets 
are known to exist. 

* EAST RAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President: Lieut. J. A. B. van Wyk; Hon. Secreta1·y­
Treasurer, .E. N. Rigg, 103 Kemston Avenm~, Benoni; 
Meetings, 3rd Tuesdays, 8 p.m., Hotel Regent, Benoni. 

September: The 26th annual general meeting-. The 
following were elected to the various position~ in the 
Society: President, Lt. J. A. B. van 'Wyk; vice-presi­
dent, Mr. J. Shepherd; secrdarv-treasurer, E. N. Rigg; 
delegate to Federation, Mr. J. Shepherd. 

News of the month was given by Mr. Sukl;e. Several 
covers were passed round as items of interest. 

Exhibits for the evening were 11rovided b;\- M,:-. J. J. 
Fine, showing George VI issues in mint and used con­
dition, comprising approximately 50 different sets_,, of 
!'tamps. 

* THE ORANGE FREE STATE AND BASUTOLAND 
P!HILATELIC SOCIETY 

· President, Mr. M. Liss; Hon. 'Secretary, Mr. R. G. 
Lyon, Box . 702, Bloemfontein ; Meetings, 3rd Fridays 
each month, Oranje Koffiehuis, BIOe'mfontein, 7.30 p.m. 

The October meeting was very well attended with 
many visi~ors and would-be members being p~esent. 
An attractive programme was drawn up for the coming 
year. At the usual auction some fine material was 
1mt un f(Jr sale and good prices were realised. Two 
new members were enrol!ed. 

. The main attraction of the evening was an excellent 
d1:=:play by Mr. A. Lichtenstein. who presented this time 
''Ge1·mania and Hohenzollern types of the former Ger­
man colonies." The collection was practically complete 
and none of the numerous scarce "ma.rk" values and 
rare British . occupational overprints were mis,:ing. 

The f~llowmg 1s a l!st of the Society's offic>ers for 
the commg year: President, Mr. M. Liss; Vice-Presi­
dent, Mr. C. A. Larsen; hon. secretary-Treasurer, Mr. 
R. G_. _Lyon; _exchange superintendent, Mr. A. J. Denne; 
11~bl~c1t:v Officer, D_r K. Fl·eund; hon. auditor, Mr. W. 
D~ck1e-Clark; committee members, Mr. J. B. Levy, Oapt. 
Richardson, Mr. A. Scheffer. K.F. 

* THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL 

President, Mr. A. L. Bevis; Hon. Seoc., G. Milner 
Palmer, P. 0. Box 588, Durban ; Meetings, 1st and 
3rd Wednesdays at London Assurance House. 319 
Smith Street (In the rooms of the Durban Camera 
Club, top floor), 7.30 p.m. · 

Our meetings continue to increase in popularity and 
a~ .the October meeting between 50 and 60 members and 
v1s1t?rs were present. Amongst the latter we were 
particularly pleased to see Dr. Kaplan, of Germiston, 
and Mt·. Osborne, of Johannesburg. After the formal 
busines8 Mr. ,vinde presented his very popular review 
"S.tamps Worth Watching For." Arising out of Mr. 
Wmde s remarks a set of the recently issued Nyasa­
land stamps was shown by Mr. J. Lyle. 

The "Brains Trust" (goodness knows why they are 
called t~at, as s~me members said they would not trust 
them with anythmg, let alone brains!) were then called 
to order by the question master, our worthy secretary, 
and proceeded to answer the questions to the best of 
their ability, the questions being: (1) What is meant 

by the term "Re-Entry" as applied in philately (2) 
·when a perforation is stated to be 15xl4, etc., it is 
understood that the first number refers to the top and 
bottom. perforation of the stamp. Do you consider the 
proposal put forward overseas that in future the fil'st 
numbe,r should refer' to the short side of the stamp, irr~­
spective of whether it. is top, bottom or sides, a better 
arrangement? (3) What is the difference between chalk­
surfaced and toned pa'[J€rS, ( 4) What in. your opinion 
is the best method . of obsorbing atmospheric moisturri 
from a cabinet used for the storage of stamps '? Th" i 
first and third were dealt with by Messrs. BaRdPn and 
Lyle respectively, whilst the othe1· two were answered 
by all three members of the Trust. The discussion was 
listened to with close interest and after each question a 
number of supplementary questions were fired at the 
Trust, and in most cases answered. A record has been 
kept of the answers, and when space permits we hope 
the Editor will be able to publish them. 

The dispJay for the evening was in the hands of 
Mr. W. H. Winde, who tabled some fifty sheets depicting 
the war-time issues of Germany, many of which were 
in mint cOJJ1dition. Incidentally, Mr. Wintle teiI::i me 
he does his mounting betw€€n 1 a.m. and 4 a.m., when 
he is not disturbed hy his wife. The quality of the 
printing of the stamm; and the artistic merit of many 
of them evoked considerable comment. For a oountry 
which, according to the Allies' propaganda, was short of 
everything and badly shaken by air raids, the standard 
of their ·postal issues was remarkable, and it occurs to 
the writer that the Government Printer might do worse 
than carefully study the stamps issued by Germany arid 
many of the other European countries before proceeding 
with the printing of the new issues of the Union. Some 
of the sets that were particularly noted were a set depict­
ing the war effort, a similar issue to our own. only 
printed in pre-war format as against our insignificant 
scraps of paper: the Leipzig and Vienna Fair issues, and 
several charity setl:i. 

Lt.-Commander Enoch, in a breezy little speech, com­
mented on the excellence of the arrangement and writ­
ing-up. In conclusion he expressed the· warmest thanks 
of all present to Mr. Wintle for the very interesting 
and attractive display he had pre8€nted. 

The meeting clm,ed with the usual auction, in which 
were included a number of items specially donated for 
sale on behalf of St. John's Ambnlance Association funds 
which as a result benefited to thP- extent of £7 l,:;. ' 

A.L.B. 

* PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, Lt.-Col. G. Larice Horne; Hon. Secretary, 
H. A. Wager, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st a,.nd 3rd 
Mondays, 8 p. m., Technical C.olle~ . 

October 2: Mr. A. G. Konya read a paper on stamp 
design and work..>nanship. He described what shculd ~ 
the foundation for a stamp design and he gave a brief 
acclount of the different methods of· printing stamps. 
He deprecated the bad designs and workmarn,hip of Union 
stamps and pointed out that the equii,ment in the Govern­
ment Printing Works was easily comparable with that in 
Vienna, where such beautiful stamps were produced. Mr. 
Konya thought that designs for stamps should he thrown 
open to artists in South Africa, and he pro11o~ed that 
steps should be taken to approach the S.A. Federation 
of Philatelists with the view of getting the matter placed 
before the Minister of Posts and Telegraphs. This was 
seconded by Dr. Broom and the B<!cretary wou kl write 
to that effect. 

Dr. Fitzsimons placP-d on exhibit a collection of war­
time issues of the Balkan countries. 

Oc;tobler 15: Mr. Haiwke read an arti~le on the 
disturbances of philately due to the war. 

Items of interest: Dr. Broom showed and described a 
specimen of the rare variety of the bald eagle in Trans­
vaal stamps, of which there were probably only two 
specimens in existence. He also showed a spec,imen 
of the Mt. Currie postage label and explained how tl;lis 
could be regarded as being a true postage stamp:'· 

Dr. Broughton showed and explained some interesting 
Zululand postmarks. Mr. Dodd showed a sideline in 
stamps-those overprinted for excise such as Douane- a1,·d 
other Duty stamps, Mr. Hawke showed an interesting 
cover with Channel Island stamps and also a complete 
arranged set of the plate numbers of the English ld. 
red. 

Mr. Wilson gave some interesting statistics of the 
numbers of stamps printed in South Africa and England 
in 1932. Mr. Wright brought a stamp magazine of 1863 

(Continued on page 129.) 
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The SEASONS 

Spring flowers are a blaze of colour .. . 
Summer sunbathing is here again .. . 

Autumn leaves are falling ... what do 
you fancy for the "July" ?-
the seasons may mean no 

more than that to you. 

But to railwaymen they mean constant 
changes in the hard routine of national 
transportation. They mean that locomo­
tives and rolling stock must be diverted 

.. to this district and that, to distribute 
fertilizers before the spring planting, to 
bring in the summer fruit or the bumper 
crops of autumn, or to carry more coal 
for the fires of winter. Only a complete 
survey of the agricultural, industrial, 
m ii itary and social activities of South 
Africa in wartime could give you a true 
index of the work the Railways have to do. 

In spite of difficulties, 

the work gets done ! 

South African Railways 

iii 

~ Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Di■tributon: Central New■ ~•n~, 
W;> Ltd., JohanneAhurlt'. Printed by Maira,.ine Prua (Provrietary I L..imit.ed. 2a Harriaon Str-t. Jobann-bur,r 
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ROBSON LOWE AUCTIONS 
Our Auctions are renowned for the outstanding properties offered-b:>th in size and quality. Most 
of the finest collections and single rarities of GREAT BRITAIN which have come on the market 
during the last few years have been dispersed through the medium of these Sales. 

The painstaking care and expert knowledge expended on each Catalogue provides essential data for 
the specialist and an accurate guide for the general collector. The interests of the vendor can have 
no better safeguard than the discriminating manner in which these Sales are lotted. They prove 
the finest medium in to-day's market for b::,th buyer and seller of absolutely first grade material. 

* * * Our Auctions are not confined to the sale of Great Britain. Specialised Stamp Sales are held 
regularly in which the stamps of one country or group of countries are offered. In this way the 
specialist collector (if he is on our mailing list) is assured that nothing which falls into the category 
of his particular study will be overlooked. Presentation in this manner provides the vendor with 
the assurance that his material will find the finest market amongst the most discriminating buyers. 

* * * General Stamp Sales are held in London and in 8::,urnemouth and offer General Collecti::>ns of 
all descriptions, whilst Postal History Auctions are scheduled peri:>dically wherein early 
documents of a postal nature, handstruck stamps, and covers bearing adhesive stamp; are offered 
for the student. 

* * * There are two exclusive features of all our auctions: (I) the fact that our estimate of the current 
market value is printed against each lot ( 1944-45 season we sold stamps valued at £110,528 for 
£114,426) and (2) our monthly magazine The Philatelist counts among its subscribers most of the 
advanced specialists who form the backbone of the buying public in the London Stamp Market. 

* * * We believe we offer the Auction Service which gives the maximum satisfaction to both buyer and 
seller. 

* * * Full details of our comprehensive services are embodied in our REVIEW-priced ls. post free. 

ICf)IISCt~ 
SO PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.1 

Cables: ST AM PS PICCY LON D:::>N. 'Phone: Abbey 4034 
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Buying in London A uctioiis · · 
Specialist Collectors need no longer languish enviously 

helpless and unable to bid on the choice pieces coming to 
Sale in H. R. Harmer's Bond Street Stamp Auctions. A new 
Service has been inaugurated to acquaint South African 
Collectors with full details of the H. R. HARMER Sales in 
time for bids to. be sent to London. 

Collectors who desire to take advantage of this new 
· Service, and old clients who have not been able to keep i-n 
regular touch with us throughout the War, should apply for 
full particulars of the scheme, specifying the countries in 
which they are especially interested. 

December list, Jan. 1st: 
New Zealand First Type 
The exceptionally Fine 
and High]y Valuable 
Specialised Collection of 
New Zealand full-face 
type offered by order of 

Martin Button, Esq., 
F.R.C.S., F.R.P.S., L. 

· of Rye, Sussex. 

· Forthcoming '. Auctions in London : 

January 8th, 9th.: 
A ·Very Fine 

General Collection 
Very Strong in British Empire 

. countries, offered by order of 

Squadron-Leader F. S. Wainscot, 
of ·Dovizes. 

January 28th, 29th. 

An Unusually l!'ine and 
extensive• Collection of 

FRANCE AND 
COLONIES 

Are you contemplating selling your Collection ? 

The H. R. HARMER Auctions are the World's best medium for 
the Sale of fine stamps. More than 3,000 Leading Collectors 
are consistent buyers at the H. R. HARMER Auctions in 
London and New York. Full details of Facilities, Commission 
Terms and Insurance arrangements are given in the Annual 
Resume of Prices Realised, price 6d., post paid. 

H. R. HARMER 
The World's Leading Stamp Au.ctioneer 

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS. 
39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1, · 

Cables: u HARMER," EOND STREET, LONDON: in association with H. R. HARMER, Inc., 
32-34, EAST 57th STREET, NEW YORK 22, N.Y. 

Cables:" HARMERVALE," NEW YORK 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

i================~~he==========~ 

SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 
Proprietors and Publishers: 

The Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa 
Honorary Editor: Dr. J. H. HARVEY PIRIE, P.O. Box 7012, Johannesburg 

Honorary Business Manager: WILLIAM REDFORD, Broadcast House, Commissioner Street, 
Johannesburg. · 

Subscription: Eight Shillings per annum, post free to any part of the World. 

Vol. 21, No. 12. DECEMBER, 1945. Whole No. 249 

VICTORY PEACE HOPE 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

134 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. December, 1945. 

l'''''''''''''''Dj}~~:~~::~;················1 
rl:11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111u1111111111111111111111111111111111111i.: 

The "Victory" issue, illustrated on the 
previous page, was put on sale throughout the 
Union on Monday, 3rd December, and will 
remain on sale till Thursday, 31st January, 
1946, after which date stocks on hand, are to 
be returned to the Controller of Star-es. 

The stamps are being overprinted "S."\V.A.," 
"Bechuanaland," "Basutoland" and "Swazi­
land" for use in these territories respectively. 

The validity of the stamps will not cease 
at the end of January, and there is no inten­
tion of demonetizing them at any early date. 
During their period of sale the corresponding 
values of ordinary and war effort stamps will 
only be supplied if specially asked for. 

The stamps are all bicoloured, of the size 
pf the present 2d. (Union Buildings) stamp; 
They are printed in sheets of 120 with stamps 
inscribed alternately in English and Afri­
kaans; perf. 14 with multiple springbok head 
watermark. 

Printing was done on a rotary . machine, 
the cylinders used being: ld., 21 Int. and 
3 Ext.; 2d., 7019 Int. and 7023 Ext.; 3d., 
6922 Int. and 6928 Ext. 

The ld. denomination is available for both 
postal and fiscal purpos-es, the 2d. and 3d. for 
po.stal use only. 

The motive of the one penny stamp is Vic­
tory. It figures a soldier holding a South 
African flag on the battle-field; shattered 
buildings are depicted and the "V" sign ap­
pears in the background. The frame is in red 
and the centre brown. 

The twopenny stamp is suggestive of the 
return to peaceful occupations. The ex-volun­
teer now "puts his hand to the plough," sym­
bolic of peac-eful industriousness. Frame in 
violet, centre blue-black. 

The threepenny stamp symbolises "Hope," 
showing the profiles· of a man and woman 
gazing at a star in the evening sky with ex­
pressions suggesting their expectation of a 
lasting peace. Frame light blue, cenfre dark 
blue. 

½d. Bantarn icnrouletted. )[r. H. B. Mar­
cusson reports having a strip of 3 of the 
bantam -}cl., "unrouletted between." He 
was given to understand that this was part of 
a sheet of which all but about 12 similar 
strips of 3 was sold over the counter in the 
ordinary course of business. This makes the 
third denomination known in this state, the 
ld. and l½d. having previousl:v been seen. 

Xmas Tuberculosis Labels. These "Health 
stamps" this year depict five children dancing 
in a ring round a large, double cross. The 
slogans~ on the booklets are "Prevent tuber­
culosis in contact children of tuberculosis 
sufferers" and "Health's smallest lamp a 
Christmas stamp.'' 

1d. Bantam Flaw. Mr. S. J. Hagger re­
ports a flaw common to both cylinders ,vhich 

have so far been used for this stamp. It is 
on the 10th stamp of the 18th row and 1s on 
the veil, just ab6ve and touching the nursef 
right shoulder. 

Collectors' Wants & Offer·s 
(Twopence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 2/- per insertion). 

Seychelles and Sierra Leone fine used 
copies wanted. Particularly Edward 
and George. High prices willingly 
paid. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes­
burg. 

Trainsvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarities wanted by 

A. E. Basden, Killarney, Brickhill Road, 
Durban. 

Wanted: Tr.ansvaal, Natal, Cape, O.F.S., 
Bechuanaland, Gambia, St. Helena, 
Egypt, France. Picked copies, rari­
ties and varieti,es, also 9,000 items 
for world collection up to 1933 issues. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

For Service, promptness and satisfac­
tion. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 
Phone 54-1692. 

Pencancelled Cape Triangula.rs :wanted 
for specialised collection high prices 
paid for fine copies. 

Thiele, 455 West Street, Durban. 

lVIr. E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom, has 
still some blocks and controls, also 
entires :of African countries to offer. 

Exchange desired with Collectors in all 
British Colonies. Off er Ceylon, all 
issues,, Jubilees, Coronations, Picto-
rials, etc. . 

C. M. Anthony, care of K. B. T. Perera, 
35 Queen Street, Colombo, Ceylon. 

Wanted: Stamps of all colonies and 
countries, includin~ low values, sets, 
coronations, anything suitable for 
packeting, etc. 

Otterburn Stores, Box 50, Estcourt. 
Liberia: Collections, sets, single stamps, 

etc., wanted for specialised collection. 
Bennett, Box 733, Capetown. ____ _ 
I offer my specialised 7ouection of Great 

Britain, 1840 to 1944 (numbering 1144 
of which 279 are mint). Cat. price, , · 
£393, for £100. 

Particula.rs from E. J. Brierley, Morkel 
Street, S:omerset West. Seen by ap­
pointment. 

FRANCE 
Amongst the recent commemoratives are 

brn, 1 fr. and 4 fr., showing a profile portrait 
of the famous actress· Sarah Bernhardt._ 
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Wholesale for Dealers: 

EGYPT 
Mint or very fine used: 
1936 Anglo-Egyptian Treaty 
1938 Royal Wedding . . . . 
1940 Child Welfare . . . . 
1944 K, Fuad Memorial .• 
Hl45 K. Farouk Birthday .. 
1945 Ismail Pasha Memorial .. 
1945 Arab Union (2 values) . . . . 
1937-1940, Farouk 13m. (scarce) 

per rn 
60/-

100/-
15/-
8/-
8/-
8/-

18/-
6/-

10() 

£6 
64/-
64/-
64/-

£7 
48/-

Very fine used only: per 12 100 

1933-38 Air complete set of 21 . . 335/- £134 
1941 Air complete set of 4 . . . . 18/- £7. 
1939 Farouk (Portrait & variouf! 

view) complete set of 5 . . . . 18/- £7 

TERMS: C.W.O. please, postage and registration 
free: Subject stamps unsold: order by air mail. 

Always at your service. 

ABDALLAH YOUSSEF ,ABDALLAH, 
POSTAGE STAMP DEALER, 

F.O. Box 1686, CAIRO, EGYPT, 

Member of Egyptian Sfanip Club, Cairo. 
Com. Reg. No. 53748, Cairo. 

f'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''~ 
WHETHER YOU ARE A BUYER OR 
A SELLER I WOULD RECOMMEND 

YOU TO READ 

"The Stan11• ~fart" 
This is a well produced monthly price list. 

It contains information regarding new issues, 
the prices I am prepared to pay, and my 
selling prices for sets and singles, both mint 
and used. Collections, mixture, at specially 

_ attractive prices will be offered each month. 
Special offers in tho Nov.ember issue will be: 

Falkland Is. Dependancies 32 values mint 13/6, 
used on covers £1. New Zealand Health 1945 
issue 2 values 4½d. used 5½d, .Jamaica Constitu­
tion set 1945 issue mint 19/6, used 22/-. 
Australia Duke of· Gloucester 3 values 1/-, u,;ed 
1/3. Burma Military Administration complete set ~ 

16 values 37/6, 

Subscription for 12 issues, one year, 2/-. 

I am particularly in need of Free F1·ench sets, 
and low values stamps of any country up to 

half a million used for packets. 

N. S. IIASHI, 
226, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2. 

Cable: BASHI, LONDON. 

BANKERS: MIDLAND 172. STRAND, LONDON. 
LICENSED VALUER. 

;111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,111111111111111111111111111'11111111\ 

~ ................. , .. ,, .... ,,,u,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .. ,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,, .... ,,, .... ,,, .. ,,, .. ,, .. G 

SPECIAL OFFERS: 
TONGA: 1938 Jubilee Set, fine used set 

on famous Tin Can Mail cover (cat. 
normal at 14s.), special offer at !Os. 6d. 
eaGh. 

CURACAO: 1945 Red Cross, fine attractive 
set, used on cover. (London price up 
to £7 !Os.). 

SURINAME: 1945 National War Fund, 
another attractive set, 6 values, used on 
F.D. cover: 75s. each. 

On]y a few of each available, 
so "first come, first served." 

LATEST ARRIVALS : 
AMGOT for Austria, 16 vals. cpl. 10s. 6d. 

Netherlands, Admirals, etc., 17 cpl. Ss. 6d. 

U.S.A. Modern Commemos, fine used blocks, 
selections available on request. 

A. LICHTE,NSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 

:J 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111!] 

THE PHILATELIC ,EX,PORTER, 
is the independent advertising circular of a 
siroup of well-known British, Colonial and 
Foreign Wholesalers, distributed throughout 
U.S.A., Canada, Australia, New Zealand, India, 
Egypt, Palestine, British West Indies, Malta, 
Gibraltar, etc. In Europe it is circulated through­
out France, Holland, Belgium and Switzerland. 

South African Dealers requiring (1) British, 
Colonial and Foreign sources of supply ; (2) 
Agents overseas; or (3) an outlet for wholesale 
material, are invited to become subscribers. 5/-

per annum. 

For Bona-fide Dealers Only 

The Philatelic Exporter 
494, FULHAM ROAD, LON DON, S. W.6., 

ENGLAND. 

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111110111111111111111111111 
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I==: ............... ~~-~:!::~~~;:·~·: ............... . 
- (Continued from p. 113 of October 

issue.) 
;,,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111., 

9-Question 
It is assumed that in any country the 

forging of that country's postage stamps is an 
offence against its laws, but it is doubted 
whether in all countries it is an offence to 
reproduce the stamps of other countries which 
would not affect the revenue of the country 
of which the forger is a subject. Has any 
international agreement been reached to pre­
vent the forging of the stamps of countries 
other than that of the forger? 

11nswer 
After some discussion on this subject, it 

seemed to be agreed that whereas no known 
international agreement had been reached on 
the matter, the common law of fraud would 
probably apply in each country and the regu­
lations of the International Postal Union 
would probably cover the point. 

IO-Question. 
Is the conventional method of hinging 

stamps the best way of keeping a collection, 
or is the method submitted considered an im­
provement, and if so, is book form or the loose 
card form preferred? 

.1nswer 
The method submitted for inspection com­

prised cards bearing strips of washed celluloid 
photographic film behind which stamps were 
placed in arranged positions and held there, 
protected, yet clearly visible. It was generally 
agreed that the method was most suitable for 
storage of stamps pending arrangement in a 
permanent collection, but that it would be too 
bulky and did not offer the facility for writing 
up and that the conventional method of 
hinging stamps on to sheets of paper was there­
fore preferred. 

11--Question 
An explanation is sought of the disparity 

between the catalogue prices at which Stanley 
Gibbons sell stamps and the prices at which 
the same stamps in equally good condition are 
offered for sale by other dealers? 

.:i nsicer 
Various explanations were put forward. 

Some members thought that, whereas smaller 
dealers preferred small profits and quick re­
turns, Stanlev Gibbons looked to the future 
and, knowing· what the real value of a stamp 
was likely to be, was willing to wait until he 
obtained it. Another member pointed out that 
Gibbons possibly derived a lot of his trade and 
pi·ofit from the stamps catalogued by him at 

a penny and which were really worth much 
less. In' some respects it seemed strange that 
Gibbons was able to maintain such tremend(?t;\~j 
sales at prices higher than those at whu.,\\ 
other dealers offered material, but it was 
generally agreed that a high . standar4 of 
quality, an international reputat10~, a rehab~e 
warranty and the fact thaj; owmg to his 
huge stocks and capital investment, Gibbons was 
able to supply stamps not obtainabl_e _elsewhe!e· 
All combined to create the pos1t1on · which 
obtains. 

12-Question 
What is a mercury vapour lamp, and will it 

definitely establish whether a fiscally cancelled 
stamp has been cleaned or a damag(')d stamp 
repaired? 

Answer 
A mercury vapour lamp gives an. ulti:a violet 

light, as does a quartz lamp, !l'nd 1t will ge_ne­
rally show erasures, alterations or repairs, 
which are not visible under ordinary light. It 
was pointed out,. however, that some artist 
forgers worked under a violet ray and cases 
were known in which a repair not visible 
under the lamp became visible in sunlight. 

13-Question 
What is the cause of "rust" in stamps? 

Does it only occur in mint stamps? Can it 
be cured by Chloromine T? If so, how is this 
applied and is there any other cure? 
Answer 

This questio·n evoked some scientific ,discus- · 
sion on fungus and bacteria. It was generally 
agreed that damp was the cause of rust, that 
it occurred in both mint and used stamps, 
though it was more prevalent in mint stamps, 
owing to the greater susceptibility of the gum, 
and that it can be removed from used stamps 
by the application of Chloromine T. 

14-Question 
What is the best method of storing stamps, 

mint and used, singles and in sheets, in a 
locality where the humidity is very high? 
Answer 

Various opimons and suggestions were 
proffered in reply to this question. In the 
Malay States collectors keep stamps in air­
tight cedar wood boxes, containing chloride of 
lime which absorbs moisture. In Hong Kong 
and 'Brazil they coat the backs of mint stamps 
with talcum powder and put them between 
oiled paper. Thymol is sometimes put in boxes 
of stamps, but some doubt was expressed as to 
whether this was moisture-absorbent or merely 
disinfectant. After many experiments in Dur­
ban it was understood that a Durban collector 
had evolved a method of keeping stamps in that 
climate which was followed by many members 
of the Natal Philatelic Society, but as the con­
ditions in the Transvaal were entirely dissimi­
lar, details of the method were unknown hete. 

15-Question 
What is the most reliable method of cleaning 

and restoring the colour of stamps? 
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Answer 
Much information was made available in 

response to this question. Some stamps can 
be improved by boiling, though in some cases 
such treatment would prove fatal. Ether ap­
plied with a camel-hair brush removes grease 
and improves the stamp. Weak chlorine water 
improves the whiteness of paper but may be 
dangerous to some stamps. Dioxogen and 
subsequent exposure to sunlight restores colour. 
A pinch of salt in water prevents the colours 
of stamps from running. 

16-Question 
Is it desirable to include in a stamp collec­

tion a torn, damaged or fiscally cancelled 
stamp if the collector is unable and unlikely to 
obtain a perfect specimen on account of its 
rarity or cost? 

Answer 
The members were quite divided on this 

question. On the one hand it was asserted 
that stamps not in sound condition should 
never be included in a collection as they spoil 
it and may be regarded as indicative of the 
general state of the collection. If it is desired 
to retain them as examples of extreme rarity 
or some particular point of interest they should 
be separately displayed as outside the main 
collection. On the other hand, it was felt that 
where certain items are scarce and unobtain­
able in sound postally used condition, it is far 
better to include a damaged copy than to leave 
the collection incomplete, and the view was 
expressed that, particularly where stamps 
served both postal and revenue purposes a good 
fiscally cancelled copy of a high denomina­
tion should not be despised or rejected. 

l 7-Question 
Is it likely that "good" foreign stamps such 

as "Austrian doctors," "Luxemburg Anniver­
sary of Royal Marriage," etc., will ever attain 
the same popularity outside th~i! respec~ive 
countries as the stamps of the British Empire? 

Answer 
Despite a variety of conflicting_ o_pinions on 

this question, the consensus of op1mon seemed 
to be in the negative. It was felt that for 
some years the foreign countries on the Con­
tinent would not or should not have money to 
spend on philatelic luxuries, and that although 
there are probably more foreign than British 
collectors the stamps of foreign countries have 
a more ~estricted local interest than the uni­
versal appeal of British Empire sta:mps. More-

~over, the integrity of British postal services 
ensures their popularity and the many propa­
ganda issues of foreign countries bring them 

'into disrepute with a large proportion of col­
lectors. Contrary opinions were, however, ex­
pressed to the effect that, whereas British Em­
pire stamps often run into high denominations, 
which sometimes accounts for their value, the 
good foreign issues of low denomination, in­
teresting design and fine production will come 
into their own. 

18-Question-
Which of the following bases of collecting 

should be recommended to a beginner when 
advising him what and how to collect, and 
why?: 

General collection; a group of foreign 
countries; the British Empire; specialisa­
tion in one country; first day covers; air 
mail stamps; postal stationery; commemo­
ratives. 

A.nswer 
The general opm10n of the members seemed 

to be that a beginner should stairt off by col­
lecting on general lines, and so obtain some 
knowledge and experience of the hobby. Thence 
he should proceed on a more restricted basis 
according to his fancy and finally should gradu­
ate as a specialist on a particular country, at 
which stage he would become a philatelist 
rather than a stamp collector. Some members 
strongly advocated adherence to the British 
Empire on account of the better investment 
offered thereby, but others considered that the 
financial and investment side of the hobby 
should not influence a collector and that inter­
esting lines of collecting such as that of postal 
stationery should not be ignored. 

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111..; 

Gt. Britain K.G. VI used 5s. at ls. 3d.; 10s. 
at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2/0 

Kuwait Air 1933, 6 annas, used . . . : 5/6 
Germany Air 1944: 25th Aniv. mint, 3 

vals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3 
Packets, all different, 300 Brit. Colonials 9/0 

500 21s., 1,000 60s., 1,500 £6 10s., 
2,000 £12 10s. 

100 Egypt 15s., 10,0 Canada 13s. 6d. 150 
Iran •..................... 17/6 

100 'Airmails 18s. 6d., 1,000 All World .. 30/0 
500 Indian States 50s., 250 K.G. VI (No. 

G.B. or Coronations) . . . . . . . . . . 35/0 
Cash with Order: Postage Extrn : 
Wanted: Stamps of all British Colonies. 

F. G. FIFOOT, P.T.S. 
12,5 College Road, Moseley, Birmingham, England. 

.111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111:. 

MALAYA AND BURMA 
The "Philatelic Magazine" states that old 

stocks of Malaya stamps with a Military Oc­
cupation overprint wefe due to be issu-ed in 
October. No further details yet to hand. 

Burma's ")Iily. Admn" are to be replaced 
(perhaps already are replaced) by a series 
printed in new colours from the plates of the 
original K.G. VI issue of 1938 (from "Stamp 
Collecting' 1). 

"1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111========_ .. ==_-==== NYASALAND. ½d./Is. pictorial set mint . . 4/0 
VICTORY set. 3 pairs S.A. or S.W.A. mint 1/3 

S.W.A. 16 pictorials ½d. to ls. mint . . . . 6/3 
Also available, mint and used Basutoland, 
Bechuanaland, Nyasaland, Northern Rhodesia, 
S. Rhodesia, S. W. A., and Swaziland, etc. 
C.W.O. Orders under 10s., postage and 4d .. 

registration extra, ptherwise post free. 

N. P. Greenham, 18, Cochrane Place, Durban 
;,,1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

GERMAN A}fGOT STAMPS 

The American printed supplies are said to 
be nearly exhausted, and it is rumoured that 
there will in future be separate issues for each 
zone of occupation. A locally print€d issue 
for Saxony has already appeared. 
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If You 
to 

Have 
Sell~ 

Stamps 

Dealers who own wholesale 
stocks of stamps will appreciate, • 
we believe, the following advan­
tages of selling to H. E. Harris 
& Co. of Boston: 

Three Great Advantages 
First, if your merchandise and 

prices are satisfactory, you w~ll 
find us a constant buyer. We 
have the largest wholesale stamp 
business in North America. We 
employ more than 150 people, and 
sell to thousands of stores and 
retail stamp dealers in all parts 
of the United States. To replenish 
our stocks we are oontinually 
purchasing immense quantities of 
stamps, in both large and small 
lots. 

There ls No Risk 
Second, you can sell to us with 

absolute security. Our reputation 
for fair dealing is world-wide. On 
request we will gladly furnish you 
with references in or nea.r your 
own country. Our casli on deposit 
(in the First National Bank, 
National Shawmut Bank, and 
Webster & Atlas Bank, all of 
Boston, whose names we off er 
herewith as references) is suffi­
cient for purchases of any mag­
nitude. Thus there is no risk, no 
delay in receiving your money, 
when you send stamps overseas to 
H. E. Harris & Co. 

Third, we niake every effort to 

deal with our correspondents in 
a spirit of friendly cooperat-ion. 
Your letters and offers wiH be 
promptly acknowledged. Samples 
and sample books, if you send 
them, will be carefully handled· 
and safely returned at our own 
expense. Especially appreciated by 
our correspondents abroa.d is our 
p o I i c y of making payments 
promptly: ordinarily by airmail; 
but also, on request, by cable. 

Send Us a List of OIiers 
At the present time we partic­

ularly wish to buy, in wholesale 
quantities, all kinds of SETS, 
p ACKETS, and SINGLE STAMPS. 

For our retail trade we also 
wish to buy smaller quantities of 
BETTER GRADE SETS. 

We would therefore be pleased 
to have you send us immediately 
a detailed list of what you have 
for sale. Or, if you prefer, send 
a sample book. ( Please do not 
send us stamps on consignment 
unless we specifically ask you to. 
Always send us first a list of 
offers.) 

Please be sure to state the price 
and the quantity available of each 
item, and the name of the catalogue 
whose numbers you are using. 

Favoura,ble prices will be appre­
ciated and-still more important 
-will enable us to send you 
larger and more frequent orders 
than would otherwise be possible. 

Send us today :your list of offers 

H. E. IIARRIS (JO. 
LEADING STAMP FIRM OF NORTH AMERICA. 

108 Massachusetts Avenue, Boston, Mass., U. S. A. 
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''SERIES GEN'' 
The 1'lost l\Tides11read Or;;-anisation 

in the lVorltl. 
Our friends in the Union and other parts of Africa are already fully acquainted 

with our world-wide organisation. We now have the greatest pleasure in 
advising that we have now s~t up Branch Offices to assist all collectors in their 
requirements:-

TH E GEN STAMP BOX. GENIALITY LIMITED, 
P.O. Box 1091, DURBAN, NATAL. 

GENIALITY LIMITED, P.O. Box 275, MOMBASA, 
KENYA. 

and we strongly recommend you contact our offices to obtain your wants at 
REASONABLE PRICES. 

SCARCE CHANNEL ISLANDS. 
Our Head Office in London can supply the following scarce issues at prices well below current 

rates-we hold one of the largest stocks in existence of these interesting and catalogued stamps; 

MINT: 
1942 Watermarked. French Bank Note 

Paper. 
MINT id. Gr. and Id. Red: Pairs at l ls. 

(4v) Bl. of 4 21s. (8v). 

1942-4 Unwatermarked. White Paper. 
MINT ½d, Dk. Yel. Gr. and Id. Mag. Red. 

Bl. of 4 at 4s. (8v) 
I 944 Scarce locally printed & last stamp issued 
MINT 2½d. Blue at 2s. 3d. Bl. of 4 : 9s. 

2½d. BlueScarceSouvenirF.D.C.at 3/6 

IMPRINT BLOCKS OF 4 of the 1942 ½d, & 
Id.: 1942-4 ½d, and Id. and 1944 2½d. 
5 imprint blocks of 4 (20 stamps) 70s. 
per set. 

BISECTS: 
2d. K.G.V. 1912-24 Bisect used on 

piece £5 12 6 
2d. K.G.V. 1912-24 Bisect F.D. £6 12 6 
2d. K.G.V. 1934 Bisect used on 

piece ... £6 2 6 
2d, K.G.V. 1934 Bisect F.D.... £6 17 6 
2d. K.G.VI. 1937 Bisect used on 

piece .. . .. . .. . £2 IO 6 
2d. Centenary Bisect used on cover £1 5 0 
2d. Centenary Bisect F.D. on piece £1 7 6 
2d. Centenary Bisect F.D.C. .. . £1 10 6 
Eight "Express" Covers with 8 

bisected 2d. Centenary and 
½d, K.G.VI. on each cover. 8 
unique covers . . . £80 0 0 

PRICES IN STERLING AIR MAIL/REGISTERED POSTAGE EXTRA. 

''THE GEN" 
is our monthly illustrated Bulletin which contains hundreds of other foreign and colonial offers 
as well as "investment items." Cost is 6/- per annum and will be sent to you per Air Mail. 
Keep up-to-date. Read "THE GEN," and buy from it and our local offices. We maintain 
our strong goodwill because we supply the goods----promptly, efficiently and economically. 
Enrol now and make sure you get "TH~ GEN" regularly. 

BRANCH OFFICES OF GENIALITY LIMITED : 

In addition to the above African Offices, other offices are being or have been opened in 
Gibralter, U.S.A., Ceylon, Palestine, Australia-see 'THE GEN" for details. WRITE NOW 
to:-

GEiNIA-LITY LIMITED, 
12, ABFORD HOUSE, WILTON 1ROAD, VICTORl,A, LONDON, S.W.1. ENGLAND. 

139 
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"""",U~~·;;; ... ~·~!"';~·;""~;{;:~·~;;~"~;"';~; ... ;;-~~·;·;"';·~;"'~;~;;~"'~~~·.~""~~~;-;") 
CONCOMIJA:NJ SLOGA,NS) OF THE UN'ION OF SOUTH AFRICA ! 

By A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A., C.A.(S.A.). ; 
(Continued from page 129 of November issue). ~ 

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111u11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111u 111111111111111111111111111 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111n': 

THE 240 CATEGORY. 
The l½d., 2d., 6d. and ls. denominations are 

grouped under this category for although printed in 
the web, they are issued in sheets of 240 units 
arranged in 20 horizontal rows of 12 each. The 
pictorial representations of the I½d., 2d. and 6d. 
stamps are shown in vertical format on each stamp, 
but that on the ls. denomination is shown in hori­
zontal format. The first mentioned trio are printed 
in normal upright positions, whilst the latter 
denomination is printed sideways facing to the right. 
Each stamp of the l½d., 2d. and 6d. denominations 
is inscribed unilingually, and as separate entities, 
the English and Afrikaans inscribed stamps are 
arrayed alternately throughout the sheet. Each ls. 
stamp is inscribed, however, bilingually. 

SLOGAN 

I 2 3 4 5 
Slogan Row, Top e a e a e 
Row I A E A E A 
Row 20 E A- E A E 
Slogan Row, Bot. a 8 a e a 

On the sheets of the l½d. denomination the 
English and Afrikaans composed slogans and 

SLOGAN 
Slogan Row, Top e a e a e 
Row 1 E A E A E 
Row20 A E A E A 
Slogan Row, Bot. a e a e a 

A new slogan cylinder was introduced subse-
quently on which the English and Afrikaans slogans 
were transposed, so that these slogans and the 

SLOGAN 
Slogan Row, Top a e a ·e a 
Row I A E A E A 
Row20 E A E A E 
Slogan Row, Bot. e a e a e 

The left lateral margins of a sheet exhibited the 
following slogans reading upwards anent Slogan 
Cylinder 1 :-

Buy Union Loan Certificates. Koop Unie­
leningsertifikate Buy Union Loan Certificates v 
Koop Unie-leningsertifikate Buy Union Loan 
Certificates. Koop Unie-leningsertifikate, abbre-

viated Bl.Kl B2 v K2 B3.K3. On Slogan Cylin­
der 2 the slogan B2 is the same, but a stop is 
put in between the final "s ,, of "Certificates" 
and the central arrow. Slogans are abbreviated 
Bl.Kl B2. v K2 B3.K3. The following charac­
teristics have been noted :-

Cylinder 1.-No stop after final "s" of "Certi­
ficates "-B2. The lower kern of "f" of 
"sertifikate "-K3-l½mm. from the "C" of 
" Certificates " printed horizontally above 
stamp No. I of Row I. 

The top and bottom horizontal sheet margins 
disclose the following Afrikaans and English printed 
slogans in collateral alternate positions:-

(a) MAKE NATIONAL SECURITY YOUR 
OWN/BUY UNION LOAN CERTIFI­
CATES, and 

(b) DRA NASIONALE VEILIGHEID OP U 
HART /KOOP UNIE-LENING-SERTIFI­
KATE. 

The sheet juxtapositions of the said English and 
Afrikaans composed slogans (hereunder indicated 
"e" and" a" respectively) and the Afrikaans and 
English inscribed stamps (hereunder indicated 
" A " and " E " respectively} of the 2d. and 6d. 
denominations are represented thus :-

CYLINDER l. 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
a e a e a e a Top 
E A E A E A E 
A E A E A E A 
e a e a e a e Bottom 

the English and Afrikaans i'nscribed stamps 
are juxtaposed as follows : - I 

CYLINDER I. 

a 8 a e a e a Top 
A E A E A E A 
E A E A E A E 
e a e a e a e Bottom 

English and Afrikaans inscribed stamps of the 2d. 
and 6d. values were justaposed thus:-

CYLINDER 2. 
e 
E 
A 
a 

a e a e a e Top 
A E A E A E 
E A E A E A 
e a e a e a Bottom 

Cylinder 2.-Stop after final " s " of " Certi­
ficates "-B2. The lower kern of "f" of 
"sertifikate "-K3-3mm. from the "S" of 
" Sertifikate " printed horizontally above 
stamp No. I of Row I. Dash over "0" of 
" Loan "-B3. 

The right lateral margins of a sheet exhibited the 
following slogans reading downwards anent Slogah, 
Cylinder I :-

But Union Loan Certificates. Koop Unie-lening-_ 
sertifikate Buy Union Loan Certificates v Koop 
Unie-leningsertifikate Buy Union Loan Certifi­
cates . Koop Unie-leningsertifikate, abbreviated 
B4. K4 B5 v K5 B6. K6. On Slogan Cylinder 2 
the slogan B5 shows a stop between the final " s " 

_ of " Certificates " and the central arrow. Slogans 
are abbreviated-thus: -B4.K4 B5.v K5 B6.K6. 
The following characteristics have been noted :-
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Cylinder 1.-No stop after final "s" of" Certi­
ficates "-B5. Dot under "s" of "Certifi­
cates "-B4. Dash to the right above " L ,, 
of " Loan "-B5. 

Cylinder 2.-Stop after final "s" of " Certi­
cates "-B5. The distance between the ter­
mineral "e" of "sertifikate "-K4-and the 
"B" of "Buy "-B5-is 5½mm., whilst on 
Cylinder I the distance between the said "e" 
and " B " is 2mm. 

Under the 240 category, the Stamp and Cylinder 
combinations are as follows :-

1. l½d, denomination.-Stamp Cylinder 7019 
and Slogan Cylinder I; stamp cylinder 43 
and Slogan Cylinder 1. 

2. 2d. denomination.-Stamp Cylinder 6931 and 
Slogan Cylinder I ; stamp cylinder 6931 and 
Slogan Cylinder 2; stamp cylinder 39 and 
Slogan Cylinder 2. A purple smudge is 
shown about 3mm. below the " el " of 
" posseel " on Stamp No. l of Row 1. This 
is a Diapositive flaw and is reflected on 
Stamp No. l of Cylinder 6931 and of CyJin­
der 39. On Stamp No. l of Row 19 of Cylin­
der 6931 a purple dash is shown above the 
" d " of 2d. A horizontal line of colour is to 
be found to the right of the sailor's head on 
Stamp No. 8 of Row 18 of Cylinder 39. 

3. 6d. denomination.-Stamp cylinder 6916 and 
Slogan Cylinder l; stamp cylinder 6916 and 
Slogan Cylinder 2; stamp cylinder (74) and 
numeral cylinder 1. 

4. ls. denomination.-Stamp cylinder 46 and 
SJogan Cylinder l ; stamp cylinder 46 and 
Slogan 2. A vertical smudge is shown to the 

. .A. left of Stamps Nos. I of Rows l and 2. A 
series of dots is shown on Stamp No. 11 of 
Row 1. 

5. ls. 3d. denomination.-Stamps of this denomi­
nation are printed in 240-set sheets, but in 
combination with slogan cylinders used in 
combination with the 360-set stamps of the 
½d,, Id., 3d. and 4d. denominations. The 
ls. 3d. Stamp Cylinder 37 and Slogan Cylin­
der 2 ; Stamp Cylinder 37 and Slogan 
Cylinder 3. 

* NOTE.-Since this paper was written several 
denominations have been printed with numbers in 
the lateral margins in place of slogans. Two com­
binations are given in connection with the Id. de­
nomination. Fuller description of this form of 
combination will be given in due course. 

Always Wanted: Stamps of all colonies and 
countries. Singles, sets and in bulk on or 
off paper. 

Always Available: Approvals, new issues, 
etc., against cash or references. 

GEO. F. ROWE, B.P.A., 
11 Barmouth Road, London, S.W.18. 

CONGO AND RUANDA-URUNDI 
In the Philatelic lllagazine of 24 August, 

1\L Y. Laoureux gives a list of quantities 
printed, overprinted or destroyed of the 1941 
Albert Memorial set, and also of the war-time 
provisionals of these two countries. 

The O~tober Bulletin of the Leopoldville 
Philatelic Circle, under the heading "Congo 
stamps which have never seen the Congo," 
tells of 12 sets of the 1943 issue of both terri­
tories,· imperforate. Eight complete sets have 
been given to various distinguished person­
ages, Belgian and others ; one set is being 
broken up and single stamps are being distri­
buted amongst other individuals (Belgian and 
foreign politicians and diplomats). ·The tenth 
set has somehow or other found its way into 
the possession of a Belgian firm of stamp 
dealers and is for sale. 

;,.r1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 !lo 

CEYLON STAMPS 
DEALERS: Ask for my WhoJesaJe Price List. 

Cheapest source for CeyJon Stamps . 
Who]esa]e exchange considered, sets 
or singles. Send Lists. 

C. M. ANTHONY, 
C/o K. B. T. Perera, 35, Queen Street, 

Colombo, Ceylon. 
_;1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,r. 

JAMAICA 
The "Constitution" set, seven values, l½d. 

to 10s., was put on sale in the island on 20th 
August. It has not· been· welcomed as a thing 
of beauty or a joy forever, having been de­
scribed as entirely without imagination. The 
2s. stamp in particular is described hy the 
"Philatelic Magazine" as a "corpse among tho 
cobwebs." 

Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIA'LS 
should get into touch with me AT ONCE 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 
AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., on approval 
to medium and· advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at ONE-THIRD of 
Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN issues, Mint or Superb 
Used, at 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD# 116 Highlands Heath# London# S.W. 15# England 
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Offers from Britain. 
CHANNEL ISLANDS (Jersey) . German Occu­

pation issues. Arms of Jersey. Complete pair. 
Mint 2/&. Used 3/4. Pictorials. Complete set 
of 6. Mint 10/-. Used 13/6. Pictorials. Short 
set of 4 highest values. Mint 8/-. 

CHANNEL ISLANDS (Guernsey). German occu­
pation imme. Arms of Guernsey. Complete is­
sue of 5 stamps. Mint 16/-. Used 15/6. 

EIRE. "Young Ireland Movement" Commemora­
tive issued Sept. 15th. The complete mint set 
of 2 values 1/-. 

ITALY (Sicily). 194,3 Allied Military Govern­
ment issue (AMGOT). The comp]ete mint set 
of 9 values, obsolete and scarce. 10/9. 

JAMAICA. 1945 Constitution Commemorative, 
issued August 20th. '.rhe complete mint set of 
7 values l½d.-10/- 22/6. Short set of 6 mint 
values l½d,-5/- 10/-. 

1',ryASALAND. Attractive two-colour pictorials 
issued Sept. 1st. Complete mint set of 14 
values ½d.-.£1 54/6. Short sets, ½d-5/- (12) 
16/-: ½d.'-1/- (9) 4/3. 

PRIOE LISTS, illustrated and informative, in­
cluding all new issues available : Germany 
(Hitler head) ; :modern Europe; Jubilees; Cor­
onations, etc., published monthly. Specimen 3d. 
Per Year 2/6. 

Kindly remit by British Postal Orders only. 
Postage extra. 

WINDSOR STAMP CO., 
UCKFIELD, SUSSEX, ENGLAND. 

11111111111111111111111111111111111.1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 .. 

WEEKLY STAMP 
AUCTION SALES 
CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 

Postal bids accepted 

I 

FOR SALE 1 

Breaking up a large British Colonial 
and Modern Euro~ean Collection 

MOSTLY MINT 

e Strong in Geo. V Issues 
and Commemoratives 

e Modern European Com­
memoratives 

• Modern U.S.A. Mint 

e Approval by. Countries 
willingly sent. 

REFERENCES PLEASE 

Postage extra 

A. KAPLAN, Box 132, GERMISTON 

EVERY 
THURSDAY 

12.45 - 2 p.m. 

• 
Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

JAMES M,ILDENHALL & COM1PANY 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

Corner RISSIK & MARSHALL STREETS (Opp. Escom House) 

JOHANNESBURG 
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i I \t SOCIETY N1EWS 
i. a ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ a a• r a• a••• a a a a a • • • • ■ • • • 

THE ORANGE FREE STATE AND BASUTOLAND 
ffilILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, Mr. M. Liss; Hon. 'Secretary, Mr. R. G. 
Lyon, Box 702, Bloemfontein ; Meetings 3rd Fridays 
each month, Oranje Koffiehuis, Bloemfontein, 7 .30 p.m. 

A~ the November meeting various philatelic problems 
of mternal as well as of general character were dis­
cussed. A_ number of small stamp lots were sold at the 
usual auct10n sale. 

Th~ f~~tJr.e of the_ evening was Mr. J. Lewis' display 
o! his U~io~ Jubilee stamps." This collection is 
highly speci:1-hsed, and nine progressing stages were 
shown, for mstan?e, of the '_'cracked skull" variety in 
blocks tof,ether with the variety ''Line through SUID­
AfRIKA. There were also "first day" covers, affixed 
with complete sets of the "major varieties " which · 
remarkable as these varieties were not kn'own to ti!! 
average collector on the day of issue. 

K.F. 

* PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, Lt.-Col. G. Lance Horne; Hon. Secretary, 
H. A. Wager, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd 
Mondays, 8 p. m., Technical College. 

5th_ November:. Mr. Konya gave his reasons for the 
un~atisfactory designs of the Union stamps and he de­
scnbe_d the futi_le competitions for stamp design already 
held m the Umon. 

Mr. H. J. Weil read a very intereisting paper on 
German stamps from 12 years before the war. He 
sh.owed ho,y the illustrations on the stamps kept pace 
with the nse of Nazism and was a good example of 
how post.age st~mps could be used to portray the politi­
cal and i~dustnal development of a country as well as 
to ad~ertise prop~ganda. He described · the various 
,JJortrait and charity stamps. The paper was full of 
?etail, and sh?wed Mr. Weil as a careful and painstak­
mg explorer mto the realms of philately. 

19t~ November: S<;>me (!;'1-larged photographs of the 
drawings of the Un10n Victory stamps were on view 
and it was the unanimoua opin-ion of the members that 
they· were not a credit to the Union. 

Dr. R. Broom gave a talk on further researches he 
had made into Transvaal stamps. He described some 
var!eties hitherto unrecorded and commented on their 
ranty, He dealt first with the surcharge of Halve 
Penny on the 3d. stamp and showed that the "E" 
varieties indicated different plating from that recorded. 
He then discussed the disputed point ahout the num­
be: of issues of the 6d. blue and he considered that 
thu1 could now be decided in favour of there being 
three issues. This would mean changing the date of the 
first issue .. Dr. Broom showed the. platin~ arrangement 
of these stamps in support of his contenti~n. Dr. Broom 
stated that he hoped to publish the results of his re- · 
searches in, the near future. H.A.W. 

* 
CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, L. Simenhoff; Hon. Secretary, S. Kagan­
son, P.O. Box 1973: Meetings, 2nd and 4th Thursdays. 
at Yorkshire Buildings, Strand Street, at 7.30 p.m. 

Thursday, 27th September: At this meeting the large 
at~endance of members and visitors had a real sur­
Prise when Mr. V. F. Gysebergh showed his specialised 

~ll~ction of Belgium. This must be one of the- finest 
'b,f its type in the Union as it won no less than three 
i,old Medals at Exhibitions at Brussels and Antwerp be-
.f.rP the war. The early issues were well represented 
uy really superb copies. 

Essays and proofs of many of the issues were :;;hown, 
~me proof exhibited being printed on silk. Many of the 
1tems were on entires and added to the attractiveness 
of the collection1. · , 

. The beautiful commemoratives and charities of Bel­
gium were complete, including the various "Orvals" 
from 1928. Another outstanding item was the "Cardinal 
Mercier" set, and among the "Airmails" was noticed 
the rare 5 franc pui·ple which was only on sale for 
<me day. 

. In pla~e o! the. usual auction members took part 
m a Philatelic Quizz, and from the amount of inter­
est displ:'1-yed it was evidently enjoyed by all. 

Mr. Simenhoff and Mr, C. R. V. Solomon tied for 
first place, and much enjoyment was had when the 
Quizz Master tried to eliminate these two, Mr. Solomon 
eventuapy being declared the winner. A ''Bulletin" of 
stamp mterest was read by Mrs. J. Hotz, being ex­
t~acts of interesting items from various stamp_ maga­
zines. 

Thursday, October 11: At this meeting Mr. R. Axer 
gave us a display of a portion of his collection of 
New Zealand. This country, with its various types of 
printing and papers, tends to frighten most eoilectors, 
but Mr. Axer made it look quite easy and extremely 
interesting from the .study and research point of view 
-a phase of philately many of us tend to shun these 
days,. Mr. Axer did not start with the early classics 
butt started with the Edward issues and all the various 
var~ties were well represented. 

The "Healths," particularly the early issues in both 
mint and used condition drew particular attention. An 
interesting exhibit was that of the various Booklet 
stamps issued in New Zealand · complete in booklet 
form. 

Mr. A'xer gave an interesting talk on the stamps 
tabled, and stated that he had started the collection 
away back in the "nineties" as a schoolboy. 

The usual auction took place at the conclusion of the 
business portion of the meeting. 

Thursday, 2,'5th October: "Leaves from my Album" 
was the title of the display of the evening, which was 
in the hands- of Mr. L. Fl. Rivers, and this proved a 
most interesting exhibit. 

Particular mention must be made of the very attrac­
tive manner in which the various pages were set out 
and written up, especially those pages on which maps 
were drawn. These were beautifully drawn to scale and 

- in some cases coloured in, and one noticed many pre.,ent 
trying to see if they were actually drawn or pasted 
on. 

The sketches, illustrating varieties drawn . to scale 
alongside the actual stamp, created quite an impression. 

The pages exhibited were various, the biggest portion 
being of Aden and Burma, and among the latter was 
seen the recent Military Admin.. set in blocks of four. 

Covers with British stamps used in Aden were also 
well to the fore. Other interesting items which Mr. 
Rivers diSll)layed from his "Philr..telic Scrap . Book;:• 
as he ciilled it, ine,luded pre-stamp covers, air mail 
covers, interesting war covers which had survived 
enemy action, Rhodesian stamps u~d as curren~y. 
Mount Currie express label, (]ongo imperfs. and in­
verted overprints. etc. The exhibit was rounded off 
with pages showing the much discussed Channel Island 
stamps. · 

At the conclusion of the business a most interesting 
hour was spent when a series of questions were put to 
various members for expression of their views. 

We hope to publish a separate article on this latter 
portion of the meeting as all the questions were of 
general interest. B.L.C. 

* 
THE PHILATELIC SECTION OF THE JEWISH GUILD 

Chairman, Mr, A. 'Gladstone; Hon. :Sec., Mr. I. 
Isaacs, 910 His Majesty's Buildings, Eloff Street, Jo­
hannesburg; Meetings, last Thursday in each month at 
the Jewish Guo.Id Memorial Hall, Von Brandis Street, 
Johannesburg, at 8 p. m. 

The main exhibit of the October meeting was pro­
vided by Dr. A. Kaplan, who showed some choice sheets 
of his collection. 

These included a sheet of Palestine 5 m.m. on 1 
Piastre with the "millilmes" error, a block· of the 1 m. 
postage due imperforate and also Palestine errors in­
cluding the inverted overprints. 

He showed also all the Southern Rhodesia Imper­
forates and the Rhode

0

sia double heads errors of colour. 

Some choice Egyptian were included, as well as the 
chief centenary issues of the British Empire. including 
Falklands, Cayman, St. Helena and Baham.as Landfall. 
There were also some choice foreign including the 
Austrian 10s. Dolfuss and the '-'Wipa" sheet Mr. 
Sprighton Sll)oke on the Empire part of the exhibit 
and Mr. Buchen on the foreign portion. 

Another exhibit was provided by Dr. N. Hirschman 
who showed his collection of Hong Kong. These in-
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eluded the early Queens used specimens with interesting 
postmarks and the centenary issue mint. 

Mr. W. Oppenheim spoke on the exhibit. 
Many interesting stamps changed hands during the 

evening. 
All philatelists are welcome to .Guild meetings I.I. 

* THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL 
President, Mr. W. H. Wintle; Hon. Sec., Mr. G. 

Milner Palmer, P.O. Box 58S. Durban; Meetings, 1st 
and 3rd Wednesdays at London Assurance House, 319 
Smith Street, (in room of the Durban Camera Club, 
top floor). 7.30 p.m. 

The annual meeting of the Society took place on the 
7th November, when the following officers were elected. 

President, W. H. Wintle; Vice-presidents. L. Bevis, 
A. E. Basden, J. Lyle, E. E. Gagel, J. R. Simpson; 
Hon. sec. and treas., G. Milner Palmer; committee, 
W. Hall Jones, R. F. Swan, A. Adler, H. Hanna, 
Lt. Comm. C. E. D. Enoch, R.N.R., and H. E. 
Davis, sales packet superintendent. 

Many useful suggestions were discussed for the fur­
therance and well-being of the Society which the com­
mittee will tackle as soon as possible. A very good 
attendance assured the election of the officers that 
are likely to support the Society to the full. As the 
president intimated, the well being of the Society did 
not only depend on him and the committee alone, hut 
on the moral support of all the members. In conclusion 
the president thanked those present for electing him, 
and he hoped to emulate Mr. Bevis, who had done 
much for the Society and Philately in general. 

* EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Mr. A. Watson; Hon. 1Secretary, Mr. 

S. F. Fowler, P.O. Box 168, East London; Meetings, 
Colosseum Building, 2nd Fridays at 7.45 p.m. 

At the November meeting 26 members and two visi­
tors were present. 

New arrivals and varieties received during the past 
few weeks were passed round for inspection. These 
included the new 3d. Bantam postage due, the Marshal 
Petain set of France, and the new 4 fc. Liberation 
Stamp of the same country, new Italian and Monaco 
sets, the Marshal Tito set for Yugoslavia, etc., etc 

Another interesting item was a mint copy of the 
K.E. VII 2s. 6d. Revenue stamp, with inverted head. 

Various philatelic and society matters were discussed, 
and a small committee was appointed to interview the 
'City authorities, with a view to the inclusion of a 
stamp exhibition in the East London centennial cele­
brations which will take place in 1948. 

After refreshments had been dealt with, during 
which interval Mr. Jensen conducted an exchange cor­
ner on novel lines, the president c:alled on Messrs C. 
H. Thornton, H. Courlander, J. F. Paviour and T. 
A. Harper to act as a Brains Trust and, the members 
having gathered round, proceeded to put various ques­
tions of philatelic interest. These questions had been 
kindly supplied to the president by the Pretoria Phila­
telic Society, being those asked at one of their recent 
meetings. Certain of them were omitted, however, hav­
ing been published in the ''S.A. Philatelist" together 
with the answers thereto. 

A most instructive hour or more was spent and 
thoroughly enjoyed by aU. The Prertdria Society's 
answers were read out by Mr. Watson, and it was 
found that they were practically identical with the 
opinions expressed by our own representatives. 

It was decided to hold another "Brains Trust" even­
ing at a later date, the questions to be furnished by 
our own members. 

Owing to the lateness of the hour, the lots submit­
ted for sale by auction were held over until the next 
meeting. T.A.H. 

* THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG. 
President, Mr. E. C. Sprighton; Hon. Secretary, Mr. 

J. Robertson, P .0. Box 4967, Johannesburg; Meetings, 
2nd Tuesdays, Public Library, Johannesburg, at 7.45 
p.m. 

At the November meeting the annual auction in aid 
of the Johannesburg Hospital was held. The sum of £31 
1 O~. was realised from the sale of stamps donated by 
members. This means that the Hospital benefited to 
the extent of £63 as the Administration authorities 
give £1 for £1. 

Before the usual meeting a special general me4 1 
of the Society was held in order to amend the con , 
tution. '.l'he chief amendment was in connection w1 
the election of members of the Society. The amendme1

1 as suggested by the Executive Committee were dti 
passed. I.I. 

* PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec., Mr. D. G. Y 

Malcolm, P. 0. Box 458 ; Meetings, Room 8, City Hal. 
Basement, at 7.45 p.m., 1st and 8rd Tuesdays. 

The auction held on the first Tuesday in November 
was a large one and about 150 packets were put up 
for sale. These didn't sell quite so quickly as · usual 
and some were held over until the business meeting. 

A welcome visitor from East London, Mr. Jensen, 
gave a display, and it was very interesting as each page 
of stamps were mounted in a design. 

The stamps tabled were animal, flowers and architec­
ture, and we were grateful to our visitor for giving 
members a treat. 

The business meeting was held on the 20th, and a 
large crowd attended. This was a member's evening 
when each member had to table two pages or pay a 
fine of 3d. Some pages were keenly scrutinised, especi­
ally one by Mr. Forbes of faked stamps, and one by 
Mr. Warren of two blocks Union halfpennies with the 
design printed on both sides. 

We were pleased to welcome two visitors on this oc­
casion, Mr. Collie, from Johannesburg, and Mr. Par­
nell, from East London, the latter will be in Port 
Elizabeth for some time, and we hope to see him at 
our future meetings, L.E.C. 

* * * TRISTAN DA CUNHA 

~ 

1 t was announced in the press on 10th 
October that the Royal Mail ship "Darro" had 
arrived in Cape Town to pick up stores and 
mail for Tristan and South America, and was· 
leaving in a few days time. This is the first 
public announcement of a mail for the island 
since 1939, and the "Darro" is stated to b,tJ 
the first sh]\> to have left Table Bay for Tris­
tan this year. 

As "talking about ships and shipping" 
seems now to be freely permitted, the note in 
our July issue may be followed ~p by stating 
that during the early war years the island's 
official designation by the Royal Navy (which 
took over charge of it) was "H.M.S. Job 9." 
This was good camouflage as it was the type 
of designation given to a naval ship tempor­
arily in a dockyard for repairs. Later on the 
island became officially "H.M.S. .Aj;lantic 
l.sle." 

The news has also been released that the 
Union Meteorological Section is sending a 
survey party to Gough Island (220 miles 
S.S.E. of 'Tristan) and also to Marion Island 
(in the Indian Ocean about 1,000 miles S.E. 
of Port Elizabeth) with the object of seeing 
whether it is practicable to set up stations 
there, as it is expected that they would be 
most valuable for long-range weather fore­
casting. 

We may, therefore, in the future have other 
island posts to deal with in addition to ·Tri~ 1 

tan da Cunha. 

FOREIGN EXCHANGES 
We have to welcome a recommencement of 

exchange with Continental Europe, in the 
shape 'of a number of the "Nordisk Filatelis­
tisk Tidsskrift" (the official organ of the 
Scandinavian Philatelic Union) from Copen­
hagen. This is the first philatelic journal re­
ceiYed from Continental Europe since 1940. 
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The SEASONS 

Spring flowers are a blaze of colour .. . 
Summer sunbathing is here again .. . 

Autumn leaves are falling ... what do 
you fancy for the "July" ?-
the seasons may mean no 

more than that to you. 

But to railwaymen they mean constant 
changes in the hard routine of national 
transportation. They mean that locomo­
tives and rolling stock must be diverted 
to this district and that, to distribute 
fertilizers before the spring planting, to 
bring in the summer fruit or the bumper 
crops of autumn, or to carry more coal 
for the fires of winter. Only a complete 
survey of the agricultural, industrial, 
military and social activities of South 
Africa in wartime could give you a true 
index of the work the Railways have to do. 

In spite of difficulties, 

the work gets done ! 

South African Railways 

iii 

* Publlahed b7 the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa, Sole Wholeeale Diatributon: Cientral New• ,AaeDQ, 
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iv. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 

MAKE "C To C" YOUR CHOICE AND 

ENJOY YOUR SMOKING TO THE FULL ... 

FOR MORE THAN TWENTY YEARS CON­

SISTENT QUALITY HAS MADE THIS BRAND 

OUTSTANDING. SMOKE "C To C" AND 

PROVE FOR YOURSELF HOW REALLY 

GOOD THEY ARE. 

ENJOYED BY THE MILLION 

FROM CAPE TO CAJRO 

December, 194 

U/0 283 
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