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UNION NOTES. 
The Bantams have now a.11 been sent out 

from the P.O. store but local offices will go 
on selling them till their stocks are exhausted. 
This is already the case at some places, but 
some values are still obtainable at some of
fices. 

Rumour in a very well informed quarter 
hath it that we are soon to have a complete 
new issue of stamps. 

La test news from Durban re the Union 
Catalogue is that it will really appear pretty 
early this year-perhaps even this month. 

We have to acknowledge with thanks the 
..:allowing contributions to the Catalogue 
Fund: 
(;ape Town Philatelic Society . . . . £5 5 0 
A. A. Jurgens, Cape Town . . . . . . 1 10 0 

Special commemorative envelopes to re
ceive Royal Visit stamps have been prepared, 
vve understand, in a number of qua.rters, and 
vill no doubt appeal to some collectors, al

. hough others frown on them. 
The African Collectors Exchange, P.O. Box 

403, Johannesburg, have envelopes with ::i 

.;Pflagged picture of the Royal Family a.t, we 
'mderstand, 6d. each, and they are prepared 
o do all servicing about them. Terms on ap

plication. 
Mr. H. J. de Wet, of Rockville, 3rd Beach, 

;lifton, C2,pe Town, has made some envelop.es 
in the style of those he did for the Victory 
Issue. The Crown and Union Coat of Arms 
on them are hand drawn and painted. About 
150 will be available at 2s. each, but only 
through secretaries of Phil2,telic Societies. 
Cash with order plus 6d. for registered post
ing of 2 or 9d. for 6 or up to 24. 

* STAMPS IN SOUTHERN RHODESIA 
The Postmaster-General of Southern Rho

desia announces that a special series of post
age stamps of ½d. and ld. denominations, will 
be issued to commemorate the visit to the 
Colony of the Royal Family. 

It is anticipated that the stamps will be 
on sale at all Post Offices during the period 
1st April to 30th April, 1947, both dates inclu
sive. The stamps will be in sheets of 60. 

. Although "First Day" covers will not be 
issued by the Post Office, fully addressed enve
lopes, accompanied by the necessary remit
tances, which reach. the Secretary Staff Room 
4, General Post Office, Salisbury before the 
1st April, 1947, vyill be stamped a~d posted on 
the . fi:r:st day of issue -of the special series. 

Smularly p~rsons who? d~ring the period of 
the tour, desire to obtam impressions of the 
Royal Tour date stamps on letters bearing 
stamps of the special issue, may send such 
lette:r:s under cover, to the address previously 
mentioned for further attention. 
. Prospectiv~ applicants for first day post
mgs are advrsed to send their covers in early . 

ISSUE OF "ROY AL VISIT" POSTAGE 
STAMPS IN THE HIGH COMMISSION 

TERRITORIES 
The Office of the High Commissioner for 

Basutoland, the Bechuanaland Protectorate 
an~ Swaziland announces that a special 
series of postage stamps of ld., 2d., 3d. and 
ls. denominat!ons will bE; i~sued in respect of 
the three High Comm1ss10n Territories to 
commemorate the visit fo the Ter:ritories of 
the Royal Family. 

The stamps -will be printed in English only 
and except for the lettering "Basutoland " 
"Bechuanaland Protectorate" and "Swazi
land" will be of uniform design. 

'!'.he stamps will be on sale during the 
period the 17th February to the 24th April. 
Bulk orders may be placed with either the 
Crown Agents for the Colonies, 4 Millbank, 
·westminster, London, S.W.1., or the Post- . 
masters at Maseru, Mafeking and Mbabane 
respectively. 

Although specially printed "First Day" 
covers will not be issued by the High Com
mission Territories Post Offices, fully ad
dressed envelopes, accompanied by the nec
essary remittance which reach the Post
master of the Post Offices listed below be
fore the 17th February will be stamped and 
posted on the first day of issue of the special 
series. 

Basiitoland: The Postmaster, Maseru. 
Bechuanaland Protectorate: The Post

master, Lobatsi; The Postmaster, Mafeking. 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

Swaziland: The Postm2.ster, BTemersdorp; 
The Postmaster, Mbabane. 

In each of the three Territories a special 
date stamp will be used on the davs Their 
Majesties will be in the respective Territ-ory, 
i.e., on the 11th and 12th Ma.rch in Basuto
land, the 25th March in Swaziland and the 
17th April in the Bechuanaland Protectorate. 
The special date stamp will ha.ve the words 
"Royal Visit Maseru Basutoland," "Hoyal 
Visit Swaziland," "Royal Visit Lobatsi 
Bechuana]and Protectorate." During the rest 
of the period the ordinary date stamps of 
the Post Offices concerned will be used. 

As in the case of "First Day" issues no 
special covers will be provided, but fully ad
dressed envelopes, accompanied by the neces
sary remittances which reach the Postmasters 
of the Post Offices listed as above be
fore the 11th March (Basutioland), 25th 
March (Swaziland), and 17th April (Bechu
a.naland Protectorate) will be stamped, 
cancelled with the special date stamp and 
posted on the day in question. 

Special commemorative envelopes measur
ing nine by four inches with photographs of 
the R-oyal Family and designed to t2.ke a full 
set of the special stamp issue will be avail
able at a cost of 3d. at the above Post Offices. 
It is hoped that these will be available for 
sale to the public by the 1st February. 

A full description of the stamps will be 
released to the press as soon as this is 
available. 

(It is understood from other sources that 
the stamps will be: ld red, small upright for
mat, the King; the others all in larger hori
zontal format, 2d. green, King and Queen; 
3d. blue, the Princesses; ls. purple, King, 
Queen and Princesses.-Ed.) 

THE DIES AND PRINTINGS OF K.G. VI 
3d. AUSTRALIA 

1. "TA" of right hand "POSTAGE" either 
joined at foot or a flaw instead of an 
actud join. ,vattJe leaves unshaded. 
(S.G. Preliminary Printing). 

2. In subsequent printings of the above die 
the "TA" is still joined but the wattle 
leaves are shaded. (S.G. No. 168). 

3. The "TA'' join was corrected but the 
retouching led to a cut at the base of 
the "T" resulting in a tapered "T." 
(S.G. No. 168) .• 

4. The outline of the chin on the left side 
(looking a.t the stamp) is formed by a 
continuous curved heavy line, in p,re
vious printings the chin is outlined tiy a 
series of short, broken lines, outer frame 
line does not touch crown. (S.G. No. 
168). 

5. Similar to No. 4 but on thin paper. 
(S.G. No. 168a). 

6. The King's hrnd shows many differences 
from all previous varieties, e.g., more 
details in the decoration on the collar, 
a.nd the left temple more heavily shaded. 
The wattle leaves are also more heavily 
shaded. (S.G. No. 186). 

J. P. MARTIN. 
Pienaarsrivier. 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Control strips of Union a.nd Transvaal 
also mint blocks, cards and envelopes 
of many African countries. · 

E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom. 

For Sale.-Stamp Collection of Germany 
from 1872-1941, in special album. 
832 items used and mint, including 
FD. cancellations and covers. Cata
logue price £40. Selling price £20. 

Peter Eichler, P.O. Box 11 Omaruru 
S.W.A. ' '· 

Offers wanted for mint and used large 
war issue Unions. -

C. J. Dekema, P.O. Box 145, Germi~ton. 

Australia 50 different, . 2s. 6d. (postal 
note); 10 large Canadian pictorials, 
ls. 6d. 

C. A. Brown, Box 12, Lidiombe, N.S.W., 
Australia. 

Switzerland. Exchange wanted with 
African collectors. Ta.kes up to 3 of 
a kind, preferably used. Basis Gib
bons, Zumsteins, etc. 

Eric Pape, Breite 19 Winterthur 
Switzerland, Europe. 

Mint sets of Kenya, .Uganda and 
Tanganyika. le to 50c. Price 3s. ea.ch 
with orders. 

E. V. Kinloch, P.O. N gomeni, Tangan
yika Territory. 

Exchange desired with collectors in all 
countries from the North Pole to the 
South P:ole. Send 50 or 100 different 
varieties of your country and receive 
in return 50 or 100 different United 
States of EQUAL VALUE. No torn 
or damaged stamps given or wa,nted
only stamps off paper exchanged. We 
exchange value for value. 

W. L. Bedard, Post Office Box 637, 

U.S.S.R. 
Collectors of Soviet stamps will be glad to 

learn that the story which has been going 
round tha.t there was to be an official re
printing of all Soviet issues, is untrue. 

What is to happen is that, to celebrate the 
25th anniversary of the appearance of Soviet 
stamps, there is to be printed a special a.lbum 
with places for all stamp,s issued during these 
years, with illustrati!Ons of them all and much 
other pertinent information. This is a very 
different story, but may be taken as official, 
and true. 
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CHOICE COLONIALS. 
AN'f'.IGL'A: 1932 Tercentenary. 5/- (90) 

nunt .................... 180/0 
ASCEXSIOX: 1924/33. Sc. 3/- (20) 

superb· used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57 /6 
1940. Geo. YI ld. (39a) mint & 

scarce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/0 
B.E. AFRICA: 1897. CC. 5R (!-Hi) 

superb ui;:ed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63/0 
CEYLOX: 1888/90. 2c on 4c (210b) 

fine used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45/0 
1921/27. Sc. 20R (332) mint . . . . 160/0 

COOKS. 1!}32/3fi. £3 green (123) mint 110/0 
Dm~IXICA: 1874. cc. 1/- (3) superb 

nunt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5;";/0 
1914. )lCA. 3/- (i'54) mint . . . . . . 55/0 

FALKLAXDS. 1933 Centenary. 5/- (88) 
superb used ................ 220/0 

FI~I/ 19~~/42. ½cl. to, 5/-. complete ex. 
~4.)a, _n2a and 2,)h, mrnt . . . . . . 80/0 

GIB_RALTAR: 1912/24. )ICA. £1 (83) 
nnnt .................... 120/0 
1925/32. ::-lcript. £1 (107) mint . . . . 80/0 

GOL_U COAST: 1913/23. )lCA. £1 (84) 
nunt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80/0 
1~21/23. Script. ½d. to 5/- (86/98) 
nunt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40/0 
19~8. Script. td. to 5/- (103/112) 
nnnt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50/0 

GRE~.\J?~.\: Hl38. 10/- (163) mint at 
__ /h. used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30/0 

HOXS:l- K'!XG : 1938/41. Geo. YI. $5 
(fol) nnnt ........ _ .. .. .. .. 30/0 
1938/-1-1. Geo. VI. $10 (152) mint . . :-i0/0 

All F:tamps are in fine conditi(;m but are 
supplied subject to approval ' 

I am always- anxious to replenish mv stock 
~f b~tter grade C<_>lonials. Details wit'h price 
1eqmre:~ of anytlun_g you_ have for disposal 

,, 111 have my munediate attention. 

E. S. JAM ES, 
nustington, Sussex, England. 

HOLLAND 
The usual Child Welfare set issued in De

cember has been seen. The design shows a 
lad on a horse of what appears to be a 
roundabout and is common to all five values 
of the set. The denominations are: 2( +2)cts, 
grey. !llauve 4,( +2)cts, green, n ( +2~)cts, 
verm1hon,. 10 ( + 5) cts, dark red, 20 ( + 5) cts, 
b~ue. Prrnted on paper watermarked with 
circles ~nd perfor2.ted 12, comb, the stamps 
a.re vahd for use until the 31st December 
1947. ' 

As is well known to collectors the lower 
yalues. of the definitive issues u;ually differ 
m . design tram those of the higher values. 
1:his practice was upset during the occupa
tion when the invader withdrew the Queen 
Wilhelmina set of 1940, generally known as 
the "Konijnenbm·g" issue, 2.nd substituted 
therefor the grille and numeral overprint on 
the seagull type. The gull type, in values 
from 2~ct to 50c~, and ~n. th~ appropriate 
colours, became the defimtive issue in 1942 

In 194~, with the :1~vent of the Symbol~ 
and Admirals, the ongmal practice w2.s re
sumed and was continued in the London 
printed Liberation issue. For a time four 
sets were in use concurrently. The 1942 sea
gulls, the Libtration set, the re-issued 
Konijnenburg set with new values added and 
the Symbols 2nd Admirals. At one ti~e it 
was thought that the Liberation set would 
be Holland's permanent issue, but the issue 
of the high values 2~g, 5g, 10g in the Konijn-

WE WISH TO BUY 

SETS 

PACKETS 

Sl,NGLE 
STAMPS 

KILOWARE 

As the largest whole
sale stamp firm in the 
United States, we are 
constant buyers, in 
wholesale quantities, 
of all kinds of postage 
stamps. 

Send us a detailed 
list of your offers, 
which will receive our 
prompt, careful atten
tion. References will 
be sent on request (if 
y10u do not already 
know us) so that you 
may deal with us with 
complete confidence. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
BOSTON 17, MASS. • U.S.A. 

enburg design and the appearance of new 
numeral designs indicate the adoption of the 
Konijnenburgs as definitive. 

These new low value stamps are of the de
nominations let, 2ct and 4ct, and the design 
consists of a large numeral in the centre with 
flourishes, extending from the N's of the 
word Nederland appearing along the top of -
the design, down the sides 2.nd the word 
"cent" in small lettering below the numeral. 
The let is sca1·let, the 2ct powder blue, and 
the 4ct green. These stamps are also printed 
on paper watermarked circles, while the per
foratiion is 12~ by 131 comb. 

The high value stamps, which were the 
subject of notes in 2, previous issue, have 
made their appearance in this country and 
are of the same design as the lg, familiar 
to us already. 

The copies seen are used, of course, but 
one wonders, knowing sh~.rnp collectors, for 
how long the ban on the export and, indeed, 
on their sale in Holland itself, will remain 
effective. 

Of interest to those who collect the stamps 
of the Dutch East Indies are the following 
figures taken from "Mijn Stokpaardje": 

The Liberation Issue 
Nmnberrs issu,ed: 

1, 2, 2!, 5, 10, 1 n and 20 cts 250,000 
30cts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100,000 
60cts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,000 
lg and 2~g . . . . . . . . . . 20,000 
No figures are, as yet, available for the 

15cts value. J.N.S. 
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The Camps of the Rhodesian Air Training 
Group of the R.A.F. were the following: 

(a) In the neighbourhood of Salisbury: Bel
vedere Camp, Cranborne, Mt. Hampden and 
Norton, with the H.Q. of the group in Salis
bury itself. 

(b) In the neighbourhood of Bulawayo; 
Heany Camp, I.T.W. Bulawayo (I.T.W. stand
ing for "Initial Training Wing"), Induna and 
Kumalo. 

( c) In the neighbourhood of Gwelo: Guinea 
Fowl, Moffat and Thornhill. 

Special post offices were provided by the 
civil postal authorities at all of these camps 
with the exception of Norton, which was 
served by the already existing civil post office 
with its postmark of Hie common Southern 
Rhodesian double circle type with "Norton" 
at the top and "S. Rhodesia" at the bottom. 

Most of the others were supplied in the first 
instance with what I believe postal officials 
call a "Relief Date St{lmp." (This is com
monly used as a temporary measure when a 
fixed-place-date stamp gets out of order.) 
But no specimens of this type of postmark 
have been seen from Belvedere Camp, Heany 
Camp or Guinea Fowl. 

This type of place and date stamp, of which 
Fig. 1 is an example, is usually put together, 
I understand, entirely with moveable type, but 
in the case of these camps a somewhat different 
plan seems to have been followed. In all the 
specimens I have seen "S. Rhodesia" is identi
cal in size and spacing but the name of the 
particular station and the date portion of the 
postmark 'Show irregularities in spacing, etc., 
in many cases. This seems to indicate that a 
master die was prepared with "S. Rhodesia" 
only; from this as many duplicate hand
stamps would be made as necessary, and loose 
type supplied for the name of the office and 
the date portions. 

Fig. 1. Fig. 2. 

Varieties have been noted most abundantly 
in the I.T.W. Bulawayo mark, of which, inci
dently, the earliest and latest dates seen are 
13 JY 42 and 23 MY 44. Some of these are 
(a) Wide space between Y and 0, (b) Whole 
of date inverted, the year being over the date 
and month, (c) Day inverted, month omitted, 

(d) 0 and Y transposed and I.T.W. behind 
(Fig. 2), (e) Similar to (d) but in addition 
the whole of the date inverted. The last two 
varieties have been noted throughout the 
period JA 19 43 o MR 2 43. 

In the case of "Thornhill" wider spacings 
have been noted between N and H and between 
R and I, and two marks made on the same 
day vary in this respect. "Kumalo" and 
"Induna" have been seen lop-sidedly placed, 
being much closer to the end of "S. Rhodesia" 
than to the beginning of it, as in Fig. 3. 

Fig. 3. Fig. 4. 

These temporary hand-stamps were ulti
mately replaced by the normal type of Southern 
Rhodesian "town" hand-stamps as, for ex
ample, such as is shown in Fig. 4. These 
double circle marks vary in diameter from 25 
to 30 mm., an~ in them no i:r:regular/,ties hav~ 
been noted, with one exception-a Kumalo 
mark with the date 5 APR 54. This error is, 
of course, in the only part of the stamper with 
moveable type. 

The I.T.W. Camp, Bulawayo, however, was 
issued with a special type of mark, as shown 
in Figs. 5 and 6. The smaller one, 30 mm. in 
diameter, has been seen with dates between 
29 JN 43 and 20 NO 44, having been used 
concurrently with the earlier single circle mark 
for about twelve months. This in its turn was 
replaced by the larger mark, diameter 38 mm., 

Fig. 5. Fig. 6. 

which has been seen with dates from 5-6-44 to 
19-3-45, showing a period of about eight months 
of concurrent usage. It is possible, of course, 
that these periods may be extended either way; 
they are only given from specimens actually 
seen. 

Earliest and latest dates seen for the other 
double circle marks are as follows:

Belvedere Camp, 20 OCT 40 to 14 AUG 44 
Cranborne, 23 FEB 42 to 31 JAN 45 
Guinea Fowl, 3 JUN 41 to 6 FEB 45 
Heany Camp, 8 SEP 41 to 3 AUG 45 
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Induna, 24 AUG 42 to 14 AUG 44 
Kumalo, 24 JUL 42 to - OCT 45 
Moffat, 22 SEP 42 to 17 FEB 45 
Mt. Hampden, 28 DEC 42 to 19 OCT 45 
Norton, 9 FEB 43 to 1 JUY 44 
Thornhill, 20 JUL 42 to 28 DEC 45 

It is understood that all these stations, with 
the possible exception of Cranborne, have now 
been closed. Kumalo becamean Airways Pas
senger Service station as from 20 April, 1945. 

These camp marks are all in black, but a 
specimen of the Heany Camp mark has also 
been seen in violet. 

The Registration Labels used at these camps 
were rectangles about 45 x 17 mm. printed in 
black on pink, rose or salmon coloured paper, 
perforated. There was the usual large "R" at 
the left, then on the space to the right "S. 
Rhodesia" was always printed; the name of the 
P.O. above this was sometimes in print, some
times it was written in manuscript. The num
ber of the registered arficle below was in 
figures from a seriial numbering machine. 

* * * 
CAPE OF GOOD HOPE OFFICIAL 

STAMPS 
In the "S.A. Philatelist'' for November, 

1946, page 178, there a.ppears a note by Mr. 
S. Kassar, on the Cape of Good Hope Official 
Stamps. He draws attention to the fact that 
the use of these stamps is not generally known, 
and he is right. 

Mr. Kassar gives the earliest date of 
usage as 25th July, 1904. I have several speci
mens in my collection showing dates 1904, 
1905 and 1906, my earliest 1904 cancellation 
being June 15. 

The King Edward VII issue of 1902-1904 
is known with this official 1~-erforation on all 
nine values, }d. to 5s. I have actmdly seen 
them. In my collection I still require the id., 
2d., 2~d. and 6d. 

Victorian stamps known vvith this perfora
tion, most of which I have in my collection, 
are the 2d. (S.G. 50), 3d. (S.G. 62), 4d. 
(S.G. 63), ld. (S.G. 69); alS10 the ~d. (S.G. 
67), but in this case I think the perforation is 
a fake one. 

Failing official information, we cannot say 
when these perforations first came into use: 
dated postmark evidence is our only guide. 
We cannot go by the actual da.te of issue of 
the stamps themselves because so many of 
the old issues were on sale at the post offices 
in Cape Town up to, and even after Union 
in 1910. But I agree with Mr. Kassa.r that 
1904 appears to be the earliest date so far 
recorded. 

From my material, however, I cannot agree 
with him when he says that the perfora.tion 
of the stamps was done one at a time. 

He says that he has several values in 
blocks of four and that in no insta.nce are 
the perforation desig"Ils in allignment either 
horiz1ontally or vertically. 

I have a block of six ls. K.E. sta.mp-s show
ing three stamps in t_he top row and. thr~e 
in the bottom row with the perforation m 1 

complete allignment horizontally, but not 
vertically. 

This in my opinion would suggest that the 
stamps were perforated in rows of six hori
zontally, in one operation (the stamps having 
been issued in panes of 60, 10 x 6). 

Had the stamps been perforated one a;t a 
time as Mr. Kassar suggests, I do not think 
(unless the p-er~on doing the job was a very 
untidy, careless individual) that he would 
have perforated some of the sta.mps so badly, 
as sometimes happens, that only five holes 
in the stamp appear where there should have 
~een eleven, the othe~· six presumably being 
m the next stamp horizontally or in the mar
gin. Finding of the perfora.ting machine or 
of still larger blocks will be necessary, how
ever, before this point can be decided. 

Although Allis states, in his book "The 
Postage Stamps of the Cape of Good Hope," 
that these stam~-s were perforated for use on 
Government Printing and Stationery Depart
ment's Foreign Ma.il matter J have seen them 
used on local mail matter so that I think the 
real object of the perforation was to prevent 
private use of stamps by otficials in the De
partment. 

It will surprise collectors to know that de
spite the fact thf!t very little attention ap
pears to be paid to these samps forgeries of 
the perforation exist. A. A. JURGENS. 

* EXPERTISING MAURITIUS 
The B.P.A. Expert Committee takes col

lectors into its confidence over a number of 
stamps in No. 2 of ''Phila.tely." They want 
to save themselves a lot of unnecessary 
trouble and the owners of stamps expert fees. 

Two of the items dealt with are Mauritius 
S.G. N-o. 203a and 204a. The first is the 5R 
on pale yellow, Die II 2,nd almost always 
people send copies of S.G. 222 ( the same 
stamp but on paper with script CA ·water
mark). The paper on which the script stamp 
is printed is invarjably thick and it is a fairly 
safe bet that if you cannot see the waterma.rk 
clearly, the subject is the more common 
variety :on script paper. 

The lOR on blue-green olive black is a 
great rarity. Time and again people send in 
the stamp with an olive back but printed on 
a.n emerald-green surface; this is, of course, 
S.G. 204b. 

* ESSAY 
"Philately" proposes to deal with certain 

philatelic terms whose meaning is not always 
clearly understo·od; often because of inade
quate, inaccurate or va.rying definitions which 
have been given. 

The first to be considered is ".Essay'' and 
the writer is dissatisfied with both the 
definition given in the Congress Glossary and 
in The Stamp Collectors' Annual. He pro
poses for adoption "An Essay is a, reproduc
tion in printing technique used in the manu
facture of stamps of a design, in whole or in 
part, not adopted for postal use.'' 
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THE BECHUANALANDS, by A. A. Jurgens, 
F.R.P.S.L. 

Mr. Jurgens has followed up his magnifi
cent and authoritative book on "The Hand
struck Letter Stamps and Postmarks of the 
Cape of Good Hope" with a somewhat similar 
production entitled "The Bec~uanalands - ,!,-
Brief History of The Countries and Their 
Postal Services to 1895," which is not so 
authoritative but very provocative. It is not 
like-yet it is very like-Jurgens! If you are 
critical-as a true philatelist must be-you 
will find something to arouse your contention 
on nearly every page; and if you are com
placent, you will find much to learn and enjoy. 

His "Outline of Early History" and page 1 
is a restrained and thoughtful story of the 
exciting events that led up to the founding 
of the colony of British Bechuanaland-.sub
sequently incorporated in the Cape of Good 
Hope-and of the northern area that became 
the Bechuanaland Protectorate. He briefly 
outlines the history of the republics of Stella
land and Goschen, whose story, whereabouts 
and even names are practically unknown to 
the average South African, although contain
ing the kernel of the struggle between Kruger 
and Rhodes, Britain and Boer. 

A wider study may be read in "The Road 
to the North" by J. A. I. Agar-Hamilton, 
whose book is a highly documented thesis of 
the troublous times on the northern frontiers 
of Cape Colony and western frontiers of 
Transvaal, from 1852 to 1886. This book is 
also specifically mentioned because of the re
ference, on page 150, to the fortnightly post, 
carried by runners, from Sosong (Shoshong) to 
Zeerust in 1878 (Transvaal then being in 
British occupation). Hamilton says "between 
7,000 and 8,000 letters were carried annually," 
but these big figures ( for the times and occa
sions) are palpably wrong. Can anyone tell 
us what stamps, if any, were used to frank 
these letters ? The postal fee "was 2s. 6d. 
for the first and 6d. for each succeeding let
ter." 

To come to "The First Postage Stamps" 
dealt with-the stamps of the Republic of 
Stella.land, 1884, Mr. Jurgens rather slight
ingly remarks that "their postage stamps 
must have been for local use only." But so 
were the early stamps of Great Britain, Trans
vaal, O.F.S., and most other countries - of 
every country until postal conventions or 
transport agreements of some kind or another 
had been brought into existence. 

I can bear out the use of these stan1ps on 
covers in combination; and I have seen both 
Stellaland stamps used with South African 
Re-public and Stellaland used with Cape. In
sofar as cancellation is concerned, I agree with 
Mr. Jurgens. Sometimes stamps were can
celled in manuscript and sometimes not at all, 
but in the latter case, on letters sent to Trans-

vaal, were usually cancelled at ~he first post 
office in transit, i.e., at Zeerust with the figure 
8 in concentric circle~. 

Mr. Jurgens sets up a mystery about the 
stamps surcharged "Twee"-because th~y 
were unobtainable when ordered by certam 
firms. He points out that the usual postal 
rate was 3d., but overlooks the fact (noted 
elsewhere) that at the time the rate was re
duced to 2d. And so on. Mr. Jurgens admits 
he "is theorising"-but his reasons are too 
feeble. 

Again, he is also worried about the :f.a.ct that 
of the remainders sold "the one penny stamps 
were the smallest in quantity of all t,he 
values." Again, what is the mystery? . The 
simple fact is that they ,vere used on prmted 
matter, and I have seen such use in combina-
tion. . 

I am glad to see that Mr. Jurgens has m
cluded • the Cape stamps overprinted "Military 
Telegraphs" under the heading of Stellaland, 
for that seems to me to be the rightful place 
for them. 

Mr. Jurgens deals exhaustively and ch3:rac
teristically with Bechuanalan~ cancella~H:ms, 
and their importance cannot, m my opm10n, 
be exaggerated, for they tell so much about 
the historv and conditions of the country as 
well as, on occasion, providing evidence of 
proof of proper use. 

But I am verv troubled over the chapter 
entitled "The Faked Double and Inverted 
Overprints." First of all, to deal briefly with 
S.G. 29 inverted. These are palpable forge
ries-in spite of the arguments advanced to 
the contrary-and the forged stamps them
selves provfde all the requisite evidence. I 
gave some of these forgeries to Mr. Cour
lander, of East London, -and the material bal
ance to Mr. Jurgens-and he and I agreed 
that they were forgeries. They were all sent 
out to me from England as forgeries, and I 
gave them to the recipients for their forg~ry 
pages. Mr. Jurgens has put up a very m
genious-and ingenuous-argument, backed 
mirabile dictu by two eminent philatelists, 
that these stamps are printer's waste. I ask 
you-has anyone ever heard of a printer using 
sheets of stamps, or part sheets, to pull off 
proofs of a surcharge or overprint setting? 
Of course not! The printer, when he takes 
a 1rnll of a forme, does so on a piece of plain 
printing paper, and I have seen such proofs. 
He would be foolish to pull them on postage 
stamps. And there is the simple evidence of 
Mr. Baxter and Mr. Barry May! These fakes 
were set up in the same printing office as 
the genuine surcharges-the rascal probably 
found sections of the partially destroyed 
forme intact, which would account for cer
tain similarities with the normal genuine print 
-and the "small discrepancies" that Mr. 
Jurgens makes light of are the incontrover
tible failings of the forger. 

It is probable that Mr. Jurgens is rig-ht in 
his main theory about the overprints of 1891 
and 1893-5, but his ingenuity is probably at 
fault regarding the process of producing over
prints, some reading up and some down. If 
he will refer e.g. to the stamps of Transvaal. 
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S.G. 188 and 190, he will find a much simpler 
explanation. 188 and 190 were printed in 
sheets of two panes, each 5 x 8. The printer 
set up one forme of the surcharge, 5 x 8; over
printed one pane up and turned the sheet 
round and printed the second half down. 
Simple, isn't it? In those days the printing 
offices were small, founts of type short, and 
there you are: a circumstance that accounts 
for numerous varieties throughout the stamp 
catalogues. 

I cannot speak on the few doubtful stamps 
~such as S.G. 24 and S.G. 27-although I 
have seen some recently that gave me cause 
to question their genuineness, both on account 
of the colour of the overprints and variation 
in size of figure, because I do not know enough 
about them. But I have recently seen num
bers of other forged overprints, such as blocks 
of S.G. 45 inverted and double one inverted, 
aand many home-made minor varieties of the 
types mentioned by Mr. Jurgens on pp. 91 
and 92; in particular No. 40, "BECHUNA
LAND" for "BECHUANALAND." There 
~nust have been over 30 of this variety, all 
issues! 

I do not kno,v anything special about 
Bechuanaland essays, proofs and specimens, 
but-contrary to Mr. Jurgens' experience-I 
do know that all philatelists that I have met 
include these, or would if they could get 
them, in their collections, and are always on 
the look out for them. But few find their way 
to South Africa, and we only get those that 
are not swallowed up in the U.K., whence 
they come. Incidentally, what object would 
have been gained or benefit secured if the 
Klagsbrun collection 'Of "specimens'! had been 
maintained as such? It ,vas not as compre
hensive as all that, and benefit has already 
accrued through its distribution among speci
alising philatelists. 

There is more I would like to write about 
this splendid book, both of plaise for its wealth 
?f knowledge and its presentation and print
mg, and of friendly criticism of more of the 
expressions of opinion; but must content my
self with offering my friend Jurgens my hearty 
cong:r;-atulations on a splendid achievement· 
recommending my friends to secure a copy of 
this valuable work, while they are able to do 
so-whether they are directiy interested in 

ITEMS 

the stamps of Bechuanaland or not· and look
ing forward to another Jurgens voiume at no 
distant date. 

. Copies of the ordinary edition are obtainable 
direct from Mr. Jurgens at 26 Woodside Road, 
Tamboers Kloof, Cape Town, the price being 
21s._, plu~ 2s. 6d. for packing, postage and 
reg1strat10n. 

A. E. BASDEN. 

NORWAY CALLING. 
Our members seek corresponding friends, 
either sex, all Topics. Special offer European, 
Nazi, Quisling stamps reducetl wholesale 
prices. Gilt edge security. Sure capital 
appreciation. Save time, airmail requirements. 

UNIVE1RSAL PHILATELIST CLUB 
P.O. Box 949 Oslo, ~orway. 

SOME EUROPEAN ISSUES 
Austria has issued a series of 5 semi

postals, all featuring racehorses to support 
the Grand Prix Race (the Austrian Derby). 
A notable fea,ture about them is that the 
stam~s have "Austria" in English spellJng. 

Switzerland. The 1946 Pro Juventute series 
of 4 are of the beautiful production we are 
accustomed to in Swiss stamps. The lowest 
value (5+5) depicts R. Toepffer, an early 
19th century painter, the other three have 
Al pine flowers. 

Italy. Eight stamps honour the establish
ment of the Italian Republic. Each stamp 
honours one of the Italian Republics of the 
Middle Ages, bearing its name and featuring 
some building therein, the only exception be
ing the 3L stamp with a female figure. 

Norway has had quite a few new issues 
and designs in recent months. Incidentally it 
may be mentioned that the latest number of 
the "Norsk Filatelistisk Tidsskrift" is a 
"British" number, nearly all the articles deal
ing with British stamps or British philately. 
Some of them are in Norwegian, some in 
English. 

NOW NEEDED 4,530 
To complete world collection of normal issues up to and including 1933, mint or good used copies. 

Varieties not wanted. Want list ofl any country sent on application. The following are the countries 
most in need of assistance, figures in brackets represent the number of stamps required:-

Austria (4.0) Martinique (32') San Marino (35) 
Belgium (72) Macao (95) Spain (57) 
Bolivia (41) Nicaragua (57) Salvador (132) 
Czecho (39) Poland (31) Span. Morocco (42) 
Cape Verde (36) Port. Guinea (69) Tripolitania (57) 
Dominican Rep. (36) Port. India (38) Turkey (69) 
Ecuador (75) Portugal (82) Timor (71) 
Far East Rep. (81) Russia (Wrangel) (38) Uruguay (52) 
Guatemala (50) Surinam (54) Venezuela (43) 
Honduras Rep. (40) St. Thomas (39) 
Luxemburg (38) Syria (46) 

Good Prices for Good Copies 

E. HUNT, Box 2437, JOHANNESBURG 
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crhe Universal Postal 
Union 

By M. F. SWANEPOEL, 
Publicity Officer, G.P.O. 

(Continued from page 199 of the 
December issue). 
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The propositions from the various coun~ries 
are then embodied in one volume and submitted 
to all members some six months beforE; they 
meet thus providing ample opportumty to 
study the many questions they will be asked 
to decide at the Conference. When all the 
preliminary work has been completed, the 
Central Office from Berpe estab~ishes itself 
at the Conference headquarters m order to 
assist the responsible administration in the 
rather complicated executive duties involved. 

The importance of the Union is fully demon
strated by the fact that the ?Pening ceremony 
is performed by one of the highest personages 
of the State and has on occasions been pe1;
formed by kings and presidents. The preli
minary business, however, is of a purely formal 
nature, and after the usual address of 'Yel
come extended by the government, the appomt
ments take place of chairman, vice-chairman, 
and other officials for the duration of the 
Conference. 

Thereafter the Conference settles d~wn to 
the serious work. It would be almost impos
sible of course, for some two hundred dele
gate~, representing every nation in the world, 
to meet as one body and attempt to tackle the 
several hundreds of proposals which appear 
on the agenda. The proposals are, therefo_re, 
divided up into groups and sub-heads which 
have a bearing on one another, and the_ Con
ference forms itself into various committees, 
each under its own chairman, to deal separ
ately with the groups so arranged. Every 
few days a plenary session, that ~ to say a 
full session of all the delegates, is held at 
which the recommendations of the various 
committees ar:e submitted for general app1·0-
val or otherwise. The object of this is two
fold: It keeps the Conference in to~ch. with 
the work of all the committees and mdicates 
progress to date, and, secondly, prov~des an 
opportunity for members of one committee to 
express their opinions in. regard to _subjects 
dealt with by other committees of which they 
are not members. This process goes on until 
eventually the many proposals are whittled 
down and the wheat separated from the chaff 
to such an extent that the Conference as a 
whole is in a position to consider a definite 
program~e, whi_ch, with probably o_nly _slight 
modifications, will be finally embodied m the 
regulations framed under the Convention. 

Apart from the actual value of the resolu
tions which are adopted at these international 
meetings, in establishing uniformity in postal 

practices throughout the world, there is a tre
mendous value in the fact that the various 
heads of administrations come personally in 
touch with one another for a period long 
enough to promote a personal understanding 
which, although not entirely obvious, is of 
great assistance in the future, particularly 
when it becomes necessary for administra
tions to exchange correspondence in regard to 
matters of mutual interest or in the event of 
separate agreements on any special subjects 
being entered into. 

Visualise for a moment an organisation 
which enables intercourse between all civi
lised nations of the world by land, sea and 
air; an organisation which brings together in 
Congress every five years representatives of 
every country, State and territory of the globe 
for the discussion and deliberation of all prob
lems which communications present, and you 
will appreciate the Post Office as truly inter
national apd universal; or, to quote an in
scription on the post office in Washington: 

"Carrier of News and Knowledge, 
Instrument of Trade and Industry, 
Promoter of Mutual Acquaintance of 

Peace and Goodwill among Men and 
Nations, 

Messenger of Sympathy and Love, 
Servant of Parted Friends, 
Consoler of the Lonely, 
Bond of the Scattered Family, 
Enlarger of Common Life." 

* * * U.S.S.R. 
There has recently been issued a set of 8 

values featuring notable Moscow buildings 
and 2 commemorating Heroes of the Tank 
Divisions in the war. 

* UNION QUERIES 
Mr. Rowland E. Stott, of 1 Grendon Ave., 

Oldham, England: recently made the follow
ing queries in a British philatelic magazine, 
but the response was not what he had hoped 
for. 

The new Union Catalogue may answer his 
questions, but pending the appearance of this, 
can any of our Union specialists help him? 

Watermarks.-! find in nearly all issues a 
frequent number with inverted watermarks, 
particularly the 1930/38 issue S.G. 42/ 49. Is 
this a common occurrence and of no particu
lar importance? On such stamps as the Coro
nation issue with sideways watermark, these 
seem fairly evenly divided, head looking to 
left and right. Is there a normal, i.e., should 
it be left or right? 

Perf.-In the Nos. 42, 43, 43a and 47 I find 
the perf. 14~ x 14 rather than 15 x 14. Could 
any reader confirm the no_rmality of this? 

Possible Error ?-I have a mint block of 
four of No. 43a on one of which the top of 
th~ mast above the pennant is missing. Is this 
fairly common ? 

Small War Issue.-The original printing of 
the No. 98 (l~d.) was, I believe, rouletted 13, 
~nd the later issue rouletted 8. Are any print
mgs of the other values known with the 
smaller roulette, i.e., 13? 
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I! IT WOULD BE 

I DIFFICULT 
to find a more informative 
Stamp Journal than the 

founded by Albert H. Harris, and now 
in its 35th year of uninterrupted 

fortnightly publication. 

Demand in the U.K. exceeds supply, but 
we are granted extra paper for 

OVERSEAS READERS ONLY 
Subscription: 10/- per annum (post free) 

Published by 

HARRiS ,PUBLICATIONS LTD. 
445, STRAND, LONDON, ENG. 

MINT SPECIALIS1ED 
COLLECTIONS 

Basutoland, Great Britain, 

New Zealand, Palestine, 

Union of South Africa. 

FOREIGN COLL1E CTIONS 
Montenigro, Spain, Portugal, 

France, and French Colonies. 

• 
DR. A. IiAPLAN,· 

P.O. Box 132, GERMISTON, 

TRANSVAAL. 

.. 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 • 

ALBUMS and ACCESSORIES 
Ideal Hinges, best U.S.A. per 

packet of 1,000, post free . . . . 1/6 
Universal Hinges, best U.S.A., per 

packet of 1,000, post free . . . . 1/-
Stockbook, 10 linen-hinged pages, 

6¼ x 9¼in., each with ten strips, 
attractive peg binder, opens out 
quite flat. Excellent value at . . 10/6 

( Postage 1/ - ) 
Stockbook, as above, but with 15 

pages. Price . . . . . . . . . . . . 15/6 
(Postage 1/6) 

Album, 100 pages, n x 9~, fine 
quality paper, strong spring
back cover, bound in green. 
Price . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 /6 

(Postage 1/6) 
(Extra leaves at 7 /6 per 100) 

Album, 100 pages, 8~ x 11, spring-
back cover in black. Price . . . . 21/

(Postage 1/6) 
(Extra leaves at 9/6 per 100) 

Cash with order, nett. 

A. LICHTE1NSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 
:i,1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111. 
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IRELAND (EIRE) 
1929 O'CONNELL (3) 
1930 SHANNON SCHEME (1) 
1931 R. DUBLIN SOC. (1) 
1932 E. CONGRESS (2) 
1933 HOLY YEAR (2) 
1934 GAELIC A.A. (1) 
1937 CONSTITUTION (2) 
1938 F. MATHEW (2) 
1939 U S CONST'N (2) 
1941 EASTER RISING 2d., 2M. only 
1943 GAELIC LEAGUE (2) 
1943 HAMILTON (2) 
1944 RICE (1) 
1945 DAVIS (2) 
1946 DAVITT, PARNELL (2) 

All Mint. Price 7 /9 ( Postage Extra). 
Blocks Pro Rata . 

European War and Post-War Issues in 
Stock. Price List of Countries required 

on application. 

A. D. SIEVEWRIGHT, 
148, ARDENLEE AVENUE, BELFAST, 

N. IRELAND. 

1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111r. 
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I SOCIETY NEWS 
! .................... ·········· 

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL 

President, ~Ir. \V. H. Winde; II on. Sec._, l\lr. W. 
Hall Jones, I .0. Box 588, Durban; JJieetings, 1st 
and 3rd \Vednesdays at 31 London Assurance House 
319 Smith Street (in room of the Durban Camera 
Club; top floor) 7.30 p.m. 

The twenty-fifth annual general meeting behl on 
November 6, 19-1G. 

The secretary reported that once again definite 
progress had been made, both from the membership 
point of view, which now totalled 230 members and 
also from the financial aspect. ' 

The sales packet superintendent reported that the 
gross revenue from the sales of £436 6s. 3d. 
amounted to £43 12s. 7d., believed to be a record 
for the Society. The superintendent intimated that 
generally speaking the sales packet section was well 
supported. 

The Treasul'er reported that subscriptions had 
been satisfactorily paid, arnl that the Hociety's fi
nances were in a stronger position than previous 
years. • 

The president in his address drew attention to 
the fact that during the year we had lost two 
members who had passed on; as a tribute to their 
memory, members present stood in silence for a 
brief while. 

Twelve months ago the immediate past president, 
l\Ir. Bevis, mentionpd that he hoped the 200 mark 
in membership would be reached, and as you have 
heard from the seeretary's report, the membership 
now stands at 234, a fine effort which it was hoped 
to improve on, and that the end of the present 
year would see the figure standing at over the 350 
mark. 

:\Ir. \Vinde reported that meetings had been very 
well attended, vdth many visitors and that meet
ings had been bright with the introduction of vari
ous competitions, <lisplays, etc. Auctions had not 
been as well supported as in previous years due to 
type of material offered not having been of the best. 
Congratulations were, however, due to :\Ir. Lyle for 
the manner in which the auctions had been con
ducted. 

\Vith regard to thP sales superintendent's report, 
it was agreed that his effort was most creditable, 
as figures shown were believed to constitute a record, 
and while his task was no easy one, it was hoped 
that he would be able to better these figures for 
next year. 

In regard to the Union Catalogue it was hoped 
that it would not be long now before it was pub
lisherl, and special thanks were due to Mr. Basden 
and Mr. Bevis for the worl~ they had put in with 
regard to this catalogue. In conclusion the presi
dent expressed his thanks for the harmonious man
ner in which all meetings had heen conducted, and 
wished to record his thanks to the secretary f~r the 
manner in which he had carried out his duties as 
hon. secretary and treasurer, especiall:y in viev,. . of 
the fact that he would not be standmg for office 
this year, and while he did not usually single out 
individuals for praise, felt that lie could not Jet tl!e 
occasion pass without special thanks to )Ir. Bens 
who has at all times gone out of his way to help 
along the affairs of the Society. 

Officials elected for the ensuing year were as 
follows: Patrons The Administrator for Natal and 
the iiavor of ni'irhan; President, W. Winde ; Vice
Presidents, L. Bevis, L. Lyle, G. Milner Palmer, A. 
E Basden and A. S. l\Iaskell : Secretary and Treas
m:er, \V. 'Hall Jones;· Sales Packet Superintendent, 
R. F. Swan; Committee, E. E. Gagel, _W. F. Oven~, 
H. Hanna, Dr. B. l\Iorris, anrl J. R. Simpson; Audi
tor, E. E. Gagel; Auctioner, J. Lyle. 

NYASALAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Mr. T. Bartlett; Hon. Sec., Mr. McMick

ing; iJI eetin,qs, 3rd Fridays, Tobacco Auction Rooms, 
Limbe, 5 p.m. 

The attendance at the meeting on October 18 was 
a small one and the only business other than look
ing over approval b_ooks was the consirleration of a 
letter from Dr. Baird, of Zomba. This intimated the 
Zomba members had decided to form a stamp club 
which would seek affiliation with the Nyasaland 
Philatelic Society. As the meeting was so small de
cision on the matter was postponed for the Novem
ber meeting. ,,. 

THE JE\VISH GUILD PHILATELIC SECTION 
Chairman, Mr. H. l\Iarcuson; II on. Sec., l\Ir. I. 

Isaacs, 910 His -Majesty's Buildings, Eloff Street, Jo
hannesburg; Meeti-ngs, last Thursdays, at the ,Jewish 
Guild Memorial Hall, Von Brandis Street, Johannes
burg. 

Although there was no official exhibit at the 
meeting held on November 28, some tine stamps 
were shown and numerous stamps changed hands. 
There was a very good attendance, including many 
younger members and many visitors. The Section is 
in recess until January. The next meeting will he 
held on January 30, 1947. I.I. 

PRETORIA ~HILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, F. C. Ferguson: Hon. Sec., Jack J. Wil

son, P.O.Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mondays, 
8 p.m., Technical College. 

December 2: :\Ir. Bottomley gave a series of in
teresting talks on philatelic odds and ends. One of 
his subjects was the Pony Express which later be
came the Fargo \Yells postal service, onP of whose 
riders was the famous Bufl'allo Hill. )Ir. Bottomley's 
exhibits included a way-bill isstwd by this postal 
SE'-l'Vice. The method of irnprpssing and the use of 
the "grille" on 'C.S.A. stamps was also explainPd. 
Another exhibit was a cover delivered by native 
runner from the Honghuk Glacier to India during 
the 1H24 )fount E,·erest Exp<>(lition. The exhibition 
for the evPning was provided by ::\Ir. D. \V. Suteliffe, 
who tabled a very fine and comprehensive collection 
of mint George thf\ Fifth issues. 

Dec<>mber 17 : This being the last meeting for 
the year, it has been customarily allocated to the 
president, and this ev<>ning he chose to speak on 
matters philatelic and otherwise, and it would appear 
from his remarks that he not only collects stamps 
lmt also has a fair f-mpply of magazines going baek 
to "'orld \Var I. He also kePpR a philatelic-cut
ting-scrapbook from whieh he read an interesting 
article dealing with the forger~· of the Rtamps of a 
belligerent country for the purpose of espionage 
postal use. 

The exhibition was provid<>d by one of our young 
memb<>rs who tahlNl a well mounted and useful 
coll<>ction of T:nion of Routh .Africa. 

At the last three or fonr meeting-s the attendance 
has dropped by some fifty per _cent._; . we have re
peatedly mentioned the forthcomrng vis1t o~ onr 80-
ei<>tv to .Tohanneshnrg- and also the V<>ry important 
matter of the syllabus for the first six months of 
the new year. I appeal to the other fifty p<>r cent. 
or more of our members who have been absent from 
these nw<>tings to snap out of this lam<>ntable state 

of ,~~a~:Z:e a g-ood sprinkling of the "fair" sex and 
they seem to be very much _in the background these 
days, so it is just about tune ~hat. th<>y came out 
of retirement with a few surpnse. items. Then we 
have some eighty-odd country m<>mhers who, I feel 
sure, must have some very fine collections they 
would like to "show-off" to tlw local members, not 
to mention the many philatelic items of interest 
with which they could regale us, and last, but not 
least, ther<> are the youngsters wl!o must, I f<>el 
snrP sometimes get pr<>tty bor<>d with the formally 
pompous "oldsterR" and their weighty philatelic dis
cussionR. Anyway, which<>ver class you fall mul<>r, 
please make a New Year resolution that will light<>n 
th<'\ job of the rather harrassed committee. 

Th·e annual general meeting takes place at the 
first meeting in February. 

J.J.W. 
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THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 
President, Mr. L. Buchen; Hon. Sec., Mr. J H. Jen

kins, P.O. Box 4967; Meetings, 2nd Tuesdays, Pul;>lic 
Library, 7.45 p.m. 

There ,vere two exhibits at the meeting held on 
December 10 . 

.l\ir. Godfrey showed a wonderful exhibit of flown 
air mails and aero covers. These were arranged 
to show the history of flight from very early times 
to the present. Amongst the rare items shown 
,vere Paris Balloon flights duriug the siege of 1870, 
€arly Zeppelin flights, the Great Britain \Vindsor 
flights, the Bleriot Channel Crossing, Hare l'..S.A. 
flights and S.A. Red Cross flights. There were 
numerous. crash covers and a complete section show
ing the Empire air mail scheme. All the covers 
were beautifully mounted, with maps, illustrations 
and cuttings and were beautifully written up . 

.!\Ir. Schofield showed a fine exhibit of imperforate 
stamps. These included early France, Hi"lgium, Hol
land and Greece. 1.'here were also rare Ceylon im
perforates as well as other Empire imperforates. 
Every stamp shown was a perfect copy and most of 
them were fine used, although some mint were in
cluded. It is very rarely that such perfect used 
specimens of these classical stamps have been seen. 

l\Ir. Isaacs spoke on the Air }!ail Exhibit and 
Commander J£noch on the Im1wrforates. All the 
members present eujoyed the fine exhibits shown 
them. 

I.I. 

* * * 
RHODESIA 

The November issue :of the "London 
Philatelist" has a long and lavishly illus
trated article on the "Re-touches, Re-entries 
and Flaws of the 1910-1916--"Double Head" 
issues of Rhodesia bv Mr. H. C. Dann. 

Although there are only some seven com
monly recognised flaws, such as the double 
dot on the ½d., the broken line in its five 
forms under OD in the ld., and the ear gash 
on the double printings of all values 2d. to 
£1, he points out that there is actually a, 
wealth of flaws, retouches ~d re-entries-at 
least 70 in the ½cl., over 100 in the ld. and~ 
about three dozen in the higher denominations. 
These are constant and distributed over 
several plates and printings. 

The printers have stated that the reason 
for this was the scarcity of skilled labour 
during the war period 1914-16 and careless 
handling of the plates, especially those of the 
ld., on which the greatest number of flaws 
is to be found. Retouches predominate on the 
M. 

RECENT COLONIAL PRINTINGS 
Basutoland. Various denominations have 

had fresh releases, all perf. 12h. The ld. is 
now carmine, as against the scarlet of 1944 · 
the 6d., orange-brown a.s· against a pal~ 
orange-yellow. in 1945; ls., a brighter red
orange than m 1945, and the 10s. a deeper 
olive-green. 

Bechuanaland. Four deno1ninations released 
in October, 1946, have very different sha.des 
from the 1944 stamps; all are perf. 12½. ld. 
rose-carmine as against pale scarlet; 2d. deep 
reddish-brown as against chocolate; bd. a 
deeper magenta, and 5s. with the ultramarine 
a deeper shade. 

_Nige,ria. The ls. has appea,red of a deep 
olive-green as contrasted with the sage-green 
of the 1945 printing. 

Sierra Leone. id. blue green where formerly 
~reen;' ld. of a deeper lake; 6d. deep grey 
mstead of pearl-grey, and 2s. grey-brown in 
place of sepia,. 

Swaziland. Perfs. 13¼ x 13¾ as before, but 
new shades. ld. carmine-rose as against deep 
carmine; 2d. a lighter brown; 3d. a clear 
ultra.marine or light blue in place of the 
former violet-blue (this seems worthy of 
catalogue rank, not merely a shade variety); 
5s. a lighter grey. 

Colonial "Victories.'' Probably before ·these 
lines appear in print all the issues will have 
been issued ( except, perha.ps, the Falkland 
Dependencies). In view of the form of the pos
tal administn~.tion of the Malayan Union and 
Singapore not being yet settled, the Crown 
Agents have announced, however, that their 
"Victory" stamps may not be issued, at any 
rate for the time being. 

We have to thank Mr. W. Tunstall for 
first day covers from Kenya aud Mr. C. M. 
Anthony, of 35 Queen Street, Colombo, for a 
day of issue cover from Ceylon. 

* ROOSEVELT COLLECTION 
Messrs. H. R. Harmer Inc. had their final 

Roosevelt sale in New York on December 17. 
This portion consisted mainly of special en
velopes sent to the President from all parts 
of the world. It was expected to ra.ise from 
10 to 15 thousand dollars. 

l!J111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111!) 

Fine British c:Jolo11ials : 
Selections of the above are sent on approval to serious collectors against references. 

Range I. 

Range 2. 

Range 3. 

J. BIRD, 116, 

Early issues, which can be selected from at one-third 
of catalogue price. 
Modern issues (1900 on) in mint state, mostly at 
50% off catalogue. 
Modern issues ( 1900 on) superb used, mostly at 50% 
off catalogue. 

Highlands Heath, London, S.W.15, England 
@111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111r-J 
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%e "S~reened" and fhe "Screenless" Categ,ories 
of fhe Rotog,ravure Issues of the Union 

of South Africa 

By A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A., C.A.(S.A.) 

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIPllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllli.. 

Rotogravure or rotary photogravure is a 
photo-mechanical process of en creux or in
taglio etching on highly polished surfaces of 
copper cylinders from which impressions are 
printed mechanically in the web, that is to 
say, on long reels or webs of paper. The 
said process is known also as rotary a.uto
gravure. 

Since the end of 1935 or thereabouts two 
methods of Rotogravure have been employed 
in connection with the production of the 
Postage Stamps and the Postage Due Labels 
of the Union of South Africa,, namely, 
Screenless Rotogravure and Screened Roto
gravure. These two methods have been em
ployed individually in certain instances and 
in combination in other instances in respect 
of the bicoloured stamps and labels. It is 
exemplified as follows: 

A. Silver Jubilee stamps depicting the pro
file portrait of H.M. King George V. 

a. Portrait on Interior Cylinder-Screen
less Rotogravure. 

b. Frame on Exterior Cylinde1;__Screen
less Rotogravure. 
B. Coronation stamps depicting profile 

portrait of H.M. King George VI. 
a. Portrait on Interior Cylinder-Screened 

Rotogravure. 
b. Fr2.me on Exterior Cylinder-Screen-

less Rotogravure. . . 
C. Huguenot Anniversary stamp dep1ctmg 

the Drakenstein Valley rural scene. 
a. Vignette on Interior Cylinder

Screened Rotogravure. 
b. Frame on Exterior Cylinder-

Screened Rotogravure. , 
Succinctly stated, the etched surface of a 

copper cylinder is evo~ved 2.s foll_ows: 
1 A Master Negative, x-set, 1s prepared 

fro~ the Original Design ;1 the letter "x" 
represents the number of images taken up 
from the Original Design. ,, 

2. A Diapositive oomprised of "z (x-set) 
design images is obtained from the. l\fast~r 
Negative by means of exposure to light JI;; 
a "Step and Repeat" Camera; the letter z 
represents the number of exposures through 
the. Master Negative.. · . " . ,, 

3. By exposure to hght a prmt of z (~-oet). 
design images is made through the D1ap,~s1-
tive (now used a.s a negative). to a geiatme 

t d Carbon Tissue sheet which pre-:1ously ~:s \ensitised by immersion in a solution of 
Potassium Bichromate. 

At this stage the polished surface of a cop
per cylinder may be subjected to the etching 
of an intersecting-line grain simultaneously 
with the design images via the sensitised 
screened Carbon Tissue as explained briefly 
anent Category "A'' hereunder or it may be 
subjected to an irregular grain by the 1:ippli
cation of heat prior to the etching of the 
design images via. the sensitised unscreened 
Carbon Tissue as explained concisely anent 
Category "B" hereunder. 

4a. Category "A"-where the intersecting 
line grain is applied. Another exposure is 
made on the Carbon Tissue sheet through a 
photogravure Screen and the Carbon Tissue 
is furnished with a pattern of dia.gonally or 
rectangularly intersecting-lines in its gela
tine resist so as to prevent the eventual etch
ing of the copper immediately underlying the 
lines of resist after its affixation to the sur
face of the copper cylinder. The Carbon Tis
sue now comprises "z,(x-set)" screened de
signed ima.ges. (Et seq. paragraph 5a here-
under). • 

4b. Category "B" - where the irregular 
grain is applied. The Carbon Tissue sh~et 
requires no Screen exposure. The Carbon Tis
sue now comprises "z (x-set)'' unscreened 
design images. (Et seq. parag1·aph 5b here
under). 

5a. Category "A"-where the intersecting 
line grain is applied. The Screened Carbon 
Tissue is "squeegeed" or transferr_ed to the 
polished surface of the copper cylmder and 
subsequently developed in hpt ~ater. _A thin 
gelatine relief image or resist 1s retamed on 
the cylinder's surface. 

5b. Category "B" -_where the. irregular 
grain is applied. An irregular bitumen or 
resin gr2.in is affixed to t_he :5urface of the 
copper cylinder by the application _of heat ?.ut 
before the unscreened Carb,on Tissue ( V ide 
paragra:r:;h 3 heretofore) is "sque~gee~" or 
transferred thereto. After th~ aff~xation of 
the irregular grain to th_e cyh?d~t s surfac~ 
the unscreened C2Tbon Tissue 1s squeegeed 
or transferred thereto an~ event~ally 1e
veloped in hot water. A thm gelatme rehef 
image or resist is left on the surface of the 
cylinder. . . . 

6. The gelatine relief image or res1s! 1s 
dried. The areas of surface _that are_ requn::ed 
to remajn unetched are pamted with acid-
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resisting varnish, for example, the marginal 
spaces and the perforation gutters. 

7. The copper surface of the cylinder is 
etched repitionally in soluti,ons of ferric 
chloride of varying strengths, causing the 
resist to be penetrated and the underlying 
copper to be eroded to v2.rious depths of 
minute ink-hollows but (a) leaving the 
screened intersecting-line untouched in the 
case of Category "A'' of SCREENED ROTO
GRAVURE and (b) leaving any white line or 
spaces of design untouched in the case of 
Category (B) of SCREENLESS ROTO
GRAVURE. The surface of the copper 
cylinder (under both categories) now holds 
"z(x-set)" en creux or intaglio etched images; 
if, for instance, such cylinder had been pre
pared for the p,rinting of the English and 
Afrikaans inscribed frames of the bicoloured 
~d. denominated "Springbok Head" stamps, it 
would have held 60 ( 4-set) equals 240 frame 
images. 

SCREENED ROTOGRAVURE 
CATEGORY "A" 

The minutely etched recesses or ink-hollows 
are spaced so close together on the surface of 
the copper cylinder etched under this cate
gory that on a printed impression t.aken 
therefrom the effect of a continuous tone is 
seen when it is held at the normal viewing 
distance. Under a magnifying glass, however, 
the said continuous tone effect is seen as a 
mesh-work composed of coloured dots enclosed 
by colourless lines. Such coloured dots ema
nate from the minute ink-hollows. The etched 
ink-hollows are of 2.lmost uniform size but 
they vary in depth according to the gradation 
of colour tone which they represent. The ink
hollows derive from the etching of the minute 
squared cells formed by. the intersecting-lines 
of the pattern screened on the Carbon Tissue 
as briefly described afore in paragraph 42 .. On 
the printed paper the different colour tones 
are denoted by the different thicknesses in 
minute relief of the ink yielded by the ink
hollows of different depths on the periphery 
of the cylinder. 

The continuous tone effect at the normal 
Yiewing distance and the correlative mesh
work effect through a m2.gnifying glass will 
be observed, for example, on the following 
stamps of the Union: 

a. The Vignette depicting the "Church of 
the Vow" on the bicoloured Voortrekker 
Monument stamps. ( Interior Cylinder). 

b. The profile P 1ortrait of H.M. King 
George VI and its co1;1comitant backgro~nd 
depicted on the bicoloured Coronat10n 
stamps. (Interior Cylinder). 

c. The whole of the monocoloured ld. Roll 
stamp with the Vignette of V2.n Riebeek's 
Ship. (Single Cylinder). 

d. The sheet Marginal Slogans and 
Numerals of the miniature National De-
fence or War stamps. . 
The contrast between the dark a.nd hght 

continuous colour tones will be perceived on 
the background of the profile portrait of H:~· 
King George VI. The dark tones are origi-

nated by the thin portions of gelatine in the 
resist while the light tones are originated by 
the relatively thick portions. 

Through a magnifying gfa,ss it will be ob
served also that the demarcati•ons of design 
in colour from background in white are 
represented by serrulated lines. The mesh
work effect and the serrulated line effect are 
clearly exemplified on the Ma.ta beleland 
Commemoration stamps of Southern Rho
desia, which were produced by the Screened 
Rotogravure procecss at the Union Govern
ment Printing Works in Pretoria. The ser
rulated edge effect will be observed, for ex
ample, on the following Union stamps: 

a. The thin outer line of the frame design 
of the ld. Voortrekker Commemoration 
sta.mp with the Wagon-wheel Vignette. (Ex
terior Cylinder). 

b. The outer parallel frame lines and the 
coloured figures of value of the Large 
"Gold Mine" Hd. stamp. (Exterior 
Cylinder). 

c. The name tablets showing the names 
"SOUTH AFRICA" and "SUID-AFRIKA" 
in white on coloured field of the ld. Roll 
stamp in monocolour. 
Incidentally, it ma.y be mentio~ed that. the 

correlative unetched pattern of mtersectmg
lines on the copper surface of the cylinder 
affords a support for the ink-wiper known as 
the "doctor blade" and which prevents the 
"doctor" from wiping the ink out of the 
minutely etched ink-hollows during the rnta
tions of the cylinder. 

On the Original Designs the mesh-work 
effect and the serrulated-edge effects 2.re ab
sent entirely, for both Line . Subjects _and 
Continuous Tone Subjects as will ·be perceived 
from the photographs of OriginaI Designs of 
certain of the stamps of the U mon of So:uth 
Africa .issued by the Bureau of Information, 
Pretoria. 

(To be continued) 

* * * TANGANYIKA T.P.O's. 
These seem to be popular in Britai_:r:1- at 

present. In our ~,cto1?er i~sue we ~h~?~icle~ 
an article in the Phila,tehc Maga~rne , nov\ 
we have one by Mr. Cyril Kidd m. the No
vember issue of "The Stamp, Magazme.". In
cidentally, it may be_ remarked that neither 
of them gives a quite complete account ?f 
these T.P.O's.-there are slight lacun~e :m 
ea.ch article although together they give a 
nearly complete record. 

* GUM OR NO GUM 
The agita.tion for collecting unused ( ?_ rnin!) 

stamps without gum seems to be growmg, rn 
America at all events. "~tamps». _and 
"Mekeel's \Veekly Sta_mp ~ ews have Jomed 
the ranks of the philatelic papers support
ing the proposal tha.t, if stamps are to last 
more or less indefinitely, the only way to 
ensure this is to wash off the gum from them. 

The example of the Berlin Postal Museum 
is quoted. Stamps preserved there have the 
gum removed. 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

'InE SU0'l!-1 A.B'RICA.N PHILATELIST. January, 1947. 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
• 

Let me know your interests 
and requirements. 

• 
An exensive stock of the better grade 

stamps always available, and ap

proval selections are willingly sent to 

responsible collectors. 

• 
P. 0. V. \11 A.BREN, 

38, Lancaster Gardens, 

Clacton-on-Sea, England. 

• For Dealers Only • 
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FOUR POINTS TO NOTE :-
Our ::\IOXTHLY PRICE LISTS will 
keep you informed on market 
trends. They contain numerous 
wholesale offers in Foreign and 
Colonial (complete and short) 
Sets, attractively made-up ,Yindow 
Packets, etc., etc. 
Yearly Snbscription: 1/-
0ur British Colonial and Euro
pean XEW ISSl'E SERVICE is 
quick, efficient and reliable, Ask 
for particulars. 
All orders are filled from our 
extensive stocks and DE8-
PATCHED OX THE DAY OF 
RECEIPT. 
Our friends overseas are invited 
to let us have their EXCHANG]i] 
OFFERS for recent and new 
issues (mint or used), packet 
material per 1.000 and 10,000, 
different made-up packets, etc., 
etc. 
Please Note: l'\o exchange trans
actions under £50. 
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Southern Stamp Service Ltd. 

• 
29-31, Oxford Street, London, W.1.1 
Telegrams: Southserv, "\Vesdo, London. 

Cables: Southserv, London. 
Tel.: GER. 8359. 

Entirely Wholesale • 

~•1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111..: 

RONIS & EBONIS 
GAUGES 

These perforation gauges are specially made 
for those requiring a reliable guaranteed accurate 
gauge. They are made in the form of a seven
inch rule and have a superb presentable finish. 
It is definitely a preferred gauge and thousands -
have been sold to satisfied clients including 
leading dealers and prominent philatelists. Have 

no doubt ; it is THE gauge. 

PRICE LIST 
West Indian Boxwood, 3s. each; ditto, with 
90 mm. rule, 4s. each. Celluloid on Boxwood, 
6s. each ; ditto, with 90 mm. rule, 7s. each. 
"EBONI 8," a patent black gauge with white 
markings, 15s. each. Elephant Ivory, 20s. each. 
The last two models include rule. All models 
range from 8 to 16 with ¼ perfs. from 10. 

Postage 3d. Registration 3d. extra . 

AGENTS WANTED, Please send for Details 

DENIS A. STIRK, 
(Member of S'.amp Dealers Association) 

331. ROCKY LANE, Gt. BARR, 
BIRMINGHAM, 22a. ENGLAND 

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

Jolin P. Shin;:ler, 
POSTAGE STAMP DEALER, 

27 Terminus St., East London, C.P. 

PEACE IS8rES: Mint sets are now being 
distributed. rsed sets are arriving ,veekly. 

"\Yrite for my price list. 

FINE P8ED : India and Hong Kong, per set, 
3/6; Xew Zealand, 6/-; Bahawalpur 8/6; 
Gibraltar, id.; Gambia and Kenya, each 9d. 

EGYPT: Arab Rulers' ::\feeting (7 values), 
mint or used per set, 1/9 ; Civil Air Congress 
( 30 l\lills Overprinted), mint 1/-; used 1/3 ; 
Cairo Citadel, 10 Mills, :\lint 1/-; used 1/3. 

SPECIALS: Gt. Britain No. 478, 10/- dark 
blue, mint, £1 8s. 6d. 

ITALY: New Republic, complete set, 8 values, 
mint, 2/3; Vatican City, Council of Trent, 

14 values, mint, 3/0. 

S.A. Philatelic· Association. Write for details 
of this Postal J<Jxchange Club . 
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L ................... ~.~.~~.~~~.?..~.~~.~.~~ ................... ....I 
The Editor, 
"The South African Philatelist." 

FOREIGN ARTICLES 

Sir,-I am delighted to find that my letter 
to you has provoked such a spirited reply 
from Mr. Patrick Riordan. Such letters add 
greatly to the interest and value of your 
paper. 

Perhaps I may be allowed one or two com
ments. It seems to me that the title "The 
South African PhilatelisF' is capaNe of at 
least two interpretations, and not being in 
possession of the title-deeds, or whatever a 
periodical has, I do not know which is correct. 
(1) It may signify a paper devoted to the in
terests of all philatelists in South Africa, in 
which case there should certainly be at least 
a small prop,ortion of its pages devoted to 
"Foreigns/' especially the stamps of terri
tories in Europe and elsewhere with which 
South Africans have deep-rooted associa.tions, 
for it is certain that there are many South 
African philatelists, as keen even as Mr. 
Riordan, who have "Foreign" interests. In 
my ignorance I imagined that this was the 
purpose of your periodical. (2) It may signify 
a paper confined to the study of stamps issued 
within the borders of South Africa. This is 
evidently the interp,retation which Mr. Rior
dan puts upon it, and if he is right then any 
articles dealing ,vith stamps outside this 
territory a.re impertinent. But is thjs really 
so? 

I particularly enjoyed the latter part of 
Mr. Riordan's letter, for collectors of one 
kind of stamps are never funnier than when 
they begin to patronise collectors of other 
sorts. I am so glad to know that I am en
titled to collect Foreigns, and I am happy to 
be able to tell Mr. Rfordan that I have what 
is undoubtedly the finest collection of Bul
garian Bullseyes in the Southern Hemisphere. 

I am, dear Sir, with the Season's greetings 
Yours truly, 

W. LOXLEY CHAMINGS. 

* Hon. Editor, 
"South African Philatelist." 

STAMP DEALING 
Sir,-Reading your September Editoria,l I 

was surprised to find that the hare started in 
your July number was not pursued. 

I have been dealing in stamps for 12 years 
but only as a part-time business. I therefore 
expected more experienced men to h?,ke up 
the chase, but as that has not happened I make 
bold to give some aspects of the dealer's 
point of view as I see it. 

First of all I enclose a newspaper cutting 
of, I think, five or six years ago, expressing 
the opinion of one English firm: 

DOES ANYONE ANSWER LETTERS 
LIKE '!'HIS? (We Don't!) 

We frequently receive letters like this, and 
it is a constant puzzle to us to understand the 
mentality of those who waste time in writing 
them: 

"We shall be p,leased if you will let us 
know by return mail what are the prices 
at which you can buy Aden Protectorate, 
Abyssinian, Eritrean, and British Somali-

• land used postage stamps, as well as used 
and unused sets of the above countries." 

If those who send out such communications 
ha.ve stamps to sell, and if they are pre:vared 
to take a fair profit, they must know what 
price they need to ask. The reaction, there
fore, is that they will not be content with a 
fair profit, and are only interested in offers 
which exceed the price they know the stamps 
to be worth on a commerciaJ cost-plus-profit 
basis. 

Presumably, such letters do bring answers, 
or the custom would not be so prevalent, but 
our advice would be that they should always 
be ig,nored. It is for the seller to price his 
go:ods, or, if he wants to test the market, to 
send them to auction. 

That is possibly a little bit drastic. 
I do not think that many serious collectors 

are in doubt as to values. They know what 
they paid and most -of them see recent stamp 
journals. 

At Philatelic Society meetings I generally 
hea,r something like this: "I bought this set 
for £1. It is now catalogued at £10. In the 
last -- Mag .. I saw it offered by so and so 
a't £8." 

The dealer probably does know more about 
market values-so what!? 

A doctor knows more about medicine than 
his patient. That perhaps is not a good 
analogy, but the dealer's knowledge is gained 
by expenditure of time and money. He ha.s 
some years of experience. He must subscribe 
to one or more Traders' Associations. He 
probably pays a number of subscriptions to 
receive wholesale and retail offers. He prob
ably subscribes to several stamp journa.ls. He 
must study wholesale and retail prices, and 
apply these to his own business. If he ha::; an 
advantage when buying-he deserves it. 

With reg2,rd to quoting buying prices, I 
think this is only occasionally practical, and 
then only for limited types. To quote even a 
proportion of buying prices would be tant~
mount to publishing a small catalogue-Jubi
lees and Corona.tion issues alone would take 
up considerable space. 

Only about 5 per cent. of stamps offered to 
a dealer are stamps that he p,articularly 
wants in which case he could have ordered 
from 'wholesale suppliers. He is normally 
ready to buy in the hope that he may sell 
this year, next year, or sometime. 

If a dealer has a sufficient supply of cer
tain stamps to meet his sales for a year or 
two, what g~od is it to him if he can buy 
even at half selling price? The stamps so 
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purchased are just hoarded and that much 
money liocked up. 

I think all dealers pref er to buy from a. 
seller who states the selling price rather than 
from one who says: "I don't know their 
value, I leave it to you." The latter are 
generally u_ninformed and disappointed, and 
for ever believe they sold a valuable collection 
for a mere song. The dealer has probably 
bought a collecti•on that he did not want, but 
could not refuse, less "the word'' should 
spread that he is not a buyer. 
. To estimate the value of a general collec

tion may take from ten minutes to ten hours 
or more. That the seller then uses that free 
valuation as a basis for selling elsewhere, is 
one of the reasons that many dealers insist 
on the seller quoting a price. 

The "S.A. Philatelist'; is written primarily 
for knowledgeable collectors. 

How many of them buy stamps and are 
prepared blindly to pay any price asked? 

If they know values when buying, they can 
scarcely claim ignorance of market values 
and trends when selling. 

Yours fadthfully, 
N. C. CLAY. 

* * * 
AN UNRECORDED EAST AFRICAN 

WAR POSTMARK 
Mr. I. H. C. Godfrey has brought to notice 

an East African War Postmark which has so 
far escaped notice. 
This is scarcely to be 
wondered at, as it was 
in use only at the Ital
ian Prisoner of War 
Camps throughout the 
a,rea of the East Afri
can Command. Most 
specimens of the post
mark, therefore, prob
ably went either "bo 
Italy or to one or 

other of the Italian African colonies. There 
were no markings distinguishing that used 
at one camp from that used a,t another-all 
camps used identical marks. 

The mark has also been seen on Internees' 
mail. 

¥

CONSCIENCE MONEY 
The funds. of the Philatelic Federation have 

recently benefited to the extent of £10 and 
it is understood that the South Africa~ Red 
Cross Society has been given an equal 
amount. 

. These sums have been given by an indi
vidual ~ho had been guilty of substituting 
stamps rn E;Xcha!lge packets. He did not speci
ficall~ ad;111it guilt bu.t voluntarily made these 
contributions and no further action has been 
t8:ken against him beyond stopping sending 
him exchange packets. We consider he got 
off very lightly. 

AS OTHERS SEE US 
It ~s interesting, and may be instructive, 

sometimes to see ourselves as others see us 
"Stamps" has started a column entitled 
:'Fro~ the co~tempora.ry foreign press," ·and 
m this there is comment on our July issue. 
\Vbat they find most worthy of comment ap
parently was contained in the report of the 
Ea~t Londo_n. Society's June meeting, viz., the 
topical exhibit by Mr. Jensen. What tickled 
the fancy of the commentator most was the 
sketch of a fan mounted with Ja,panese 
stamps and that of storks carrying mailbags 
with babies or children in them. ' 

KENYA le RETOUCHED 
A writer in the November number of "Gib

bons Stamp Monthly'' reports a very crude 
obvious hand retouch on the current le Kenya 
(S.G. 13a). It occurs in the left tablet 
va.lue below the dot under the "c" of le. 
Several background lines are roughly drawn 
below the numeral and stop, the cross hatch
ing is omitted and the lower frame line has 
been re-cut with a downward curve to the 
left. 

This retouch is found on stamp 86 ( 6th 
stamp, 9th row) of sheets bearing the plate 
number 2-2-4B, which plate was first noted 
in the printing released in London in Feb
ruary, 1944. 

The next printing was in June, 1946. In 
this the sheets are numbered 2-5A; the re
touch does not appear nor is there any evi
dence of it having been corrected. 

BRAZIL 
The stream -of commemoratives from here 

flows steadily. 
On 1st September there was held in Rio 

de Janeiro the 5th Postal Union Congress of 
the Americas and Spain, and the special 
stamp issued for the occa,sion was a Cr. $5.00 
one with a figure of the Lighthouse of Co
lumbus in the Dominican Republic. On the 
2nd of the month a 40c stamp was issued with 
a picture of the mint. There was also a 
special card and ca.ncellation for the occasion. 

September 18 saw a beautiful 40c stamp in 
black and bluish-grey with a lady's head 
emblematic of the promulga.tion of a new 
Constitution. 

Early this year will appear a stamp com
memorating the centenary of the poet Castro 
Alves. 

FALKLAND DEPENDENCIES 
"Stamp Collecting" publishes a notice 

from the Falkland Islands "Government 
Gazette" stating: "The definitive issue of 
Dependencies Postage Stamps, now on sale, is 
limited to values up to 2nd including one 
shilling. Where higher values are required 
Colony stamps are valid." . 

Higher value Faukland Is. stamps used rn 
the Dependencies will, therefore, be collect
able a.nd should be good items. Used stamps 
with clear postmarks will naturally be the 
most desirable. 
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ROYAL VISIT 3d. STAMP 
It has already been reported that the design 

of this stamp was to be altered from that 
illustrated in our December issue, because of 
a botanical error in the aloe. 

The corrected design has now been re
leased. It differs from the previous one in 
having a larger springbok on the left side 
only, while on the right is an aloe only, also 
larger, and this time it is the truly indigenous 
species, A. Ferox. 

RECENT PRINTINGS 
The publicity section of the G.P.O. has for

warded the following information, covering 
the period 15-8-46 to 12-11-46. This continues 
the information given in our issue of Novem
ber, 1946. 

(a) Pictorial Postage Stamps: 
M.-Job 560: 93,375 sheets x 240, delivered 

to date on the order for 250,000. Cylinders 
60 Int. and 49 Ext., as before. 

2d.-Job 10,808: A total of 173,500 sheets 
x 120, delivered up to 17-10-46, printed from 
Cylinders 6913 Int. and 64 Ext., as before. A 
further 48,500 sheets delivered subsequent to 
5-11-46 frvm Cylinders 8 Int. and 21 Ext., 
both new. 

. (b) Roll Stamps: 
ld.-Job 9,979: 4,700 rolls x 506 from Cylin

der 16, as before . 

( c) Inland Pictorial Postcards: 
ld.-Job 8,674: A total of 1,248,000 cards, 

delivered subsequent to 14-5-46, printed from 
old cylinders 86 and 85. A further delivery 
of 307,200 delivered subsequent to 8-10-46, 
printed from Cylinder 86 for stamps, as be
fore, and from Cylinder 87, new, for the pic
tures. 

(d) Air Letter Cards: 
6d.-J ob 6887 continued: On order . for 

5,000,000 started on 12-6-45 there have now 
been delivered 627,000 from Cylinder 74 (up 
to 26-6-45), 3,466,344 from Cylinder 91 (up to 
24-9-46), since then a further 331,200 from a 
nev\-' Cylinder, No. 71. 

GENERAL NOTES 
The R)'bertson Stamp Co., Johannesburg, in

forms us that the 6d. pictorial now on sale 
has the design somewhat reduced in size. This 
is presumably printed from the nevv cylin
ders reported in our November issue. 

The 2d. is a stamp to be watched. Pre
viously of a dull shade, it appeared about 
August last of a bright one, now it is again 
on sale in a dull shade. It should be noted 
also from the information given above that 
it is now being printed from completely new 
plates. 

"Bantams" appear to be now almost entirely 
sold out, except for the 3d., of which large 
stocks were returned fnm Army P.O.s. 

Airmail Rates.-The British P.O. announces 
that the airmail rate from Britain to South 
Africa is being reduced as ~t (query) from 
ls. 3d. to ls. per ~ oz. and postcards for Gd. 
as against 7d. Union rates of airmail postage 
to vario'us places outside the Union are als:> 
to be reduced, but details as to rates and 
time of coming into force have not yet been 
announced. 

S.W.A. BANTAM VARIETIES 
Mr. H. C. Nockler, of Box 51, Omaruru, 

writes: "Seeing there are few errors or varie
ties in the S.W.A. overprinted small war 
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stamps, it may be of interest to note that I 
have the 2d. -Afrikaans stamps with the opt. 
across the white of the sailor's cap. This is 
the highest shift of the opt. which I have seen. 
I have two specimens, both of the Afrikaans 
stamp. Could anyone exchange a similar Eng
lish stamp for one of them? 

"Another prominent shift of the overprint 
which I have, on the 2d. and also on the ~d., 
is a lateral one, so pronounced that there is 
only the S.W. on one stamp, the A. being
on the next stamp. These are the only marked 
varieties I have seen, other than the 6d. and 
ls. with inverted overprint. Can any of your 
readers add to this?" 

S.W.A. OVERPRINTS ON LETTER CARDS 
An article in the December "Airpost .Tour

nal" illustrates six different types of S.W.A. 
used in overprinting Union air letter cards, 
three of them on Active Service cards, three 
on the civilian air letter cards. Are there 
any more varieties? 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Control strips of Union and Transvaal 
also mint blocks, cards and envelopes 
of many African countries. 

E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom. 

For Sale.-Stamp Collection of Germany 
from 1872-1941, in special album. 
832 items used and mint, including 
FD. cancellations and covers. Cata
logue price £40. Selling price £20. 

Peter Eichler, P.O. Box 11, Omaruru, 
S.W.A. 

Offers wanted for mint and used large 
war issue Unions. 

C. J. Dekema, P.O. Box 145, Germiston. 

Exchange desired with collectors in all 
countries from the North Pole to the 
South Pole. Send 50 or 100 different 
varieties of your country and receive 
in return 50 or 100 different United 
States of EQUAL VALUE. No torn 
or damaged stamps given or wa.nted
only stamps off paper exchanged. We 
exchange value for value. 

W. L. Bedard, Post Office Box 637, 

A TUSCANY FIND 
Messrs. H. R. Harmer report that their 7th 

January sale contains a very fine_ 3 lire Tus
cany unused stamp, which ha,s recently come 
to light. This is one of the standard Euro
pean rarities, being catalogued at £650. 

• 
Than ks to assistance from 

overseas with very small 

additions from South 

African sources. The 

normal stamps now 

require to complete my 

world collection up to 

I 93~ issues are reduced to 

4084 
For the benefit of South 

African Collectors and 

Dealers here are a few 

wants in British Empire 

mint or fine used :-

Australia: D43, D44, D60, D61, D62, D73. 
B.E.A.: 20 (or 22), 26, 40, 44, 99. 
B. Guiana: 2, 9, 23, 141, 144, 145, 146, 

161, 185, 186, 187, 188, 503, 504, 510. 
Bangkok: 8, 10, 11, 12 (or 13), 14, 22. 
Ceylon: 158, 163, 181. 
Fiji: 19, 64, 143. 
F.l\I.S.: 4, 6, 7, 12a, 12b. 
Great Britain: 07, 010, 011, 019, 022, 

023, 024, 025, 026, 027, 040, 082, 
086, 196. 

Gwalior: 22, 131, 132, 133, 226, 237, 268, 
269. 

Iraq: 42, 76, 058, 092, 093. 
La·buan: 37, 38, 77, 78, 80, 96, 140, 141, 

142, 209. 
New G1uinea: 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 26, 41, 54, 

55, 57, 59, 60, 63, 64, 162, 176. 
N. Borneo: 2, 8, 9, 54, 65, 85, 108, 143, 

182, 183, D5, D7, Dll, D15, D44. 
GoJd Prices for Good Copies. 
Want Lists On Application. 

E. HUNT, 
Box 2437, 

J O H A N N E S B U R G. 
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SIERRA LEONE 
In 1897 large "Stamp Duty" stamps were 

overprinted "PoE".tage and Revenue"; 2, 2~d. 
value being created by surcharging and over
printing 3d., 6d., ls. and 2s. stamp duty 
stamps. A footnote in Gibbons's Catalogue 
states that the 2id. on 3d. imd 2M. on 6d. were 
overprinted in sheets of 30. 

A note in the December "Philatelic Adviser" 
records the finding of a mint sheet of 60, · 
complete with margins of the 2id. on 6d. and 
a mint half-sheet with margins at the top and 
sides of 30 of the 2td. on 3d. That the latter 
is only half a complete sheet is confirmed by 
the presence in each side-margin of the upper 
half only of the vertical line indicating the 
middle of the sheet. 

The note is illustrated by photovaphs of 
both items. 

* 
SCRIPT WATERMARK ON BRITISH 

COLONIALS 
"Ubiq'ue" in "Stamp Collecting" asks if you 

know why the watermark on British Colon
ials was changed from Roman to Script char
acters. The answer was given by Mr. George, 
of the Guildford Philatelic Society at a 
"Brains Trust" meeting. The Roman lettering 
was punched out of brass and soldered on to 
the dandy roll; it tended to break away from 
its moorings, necessitating frequent replace
ment. The Script characters are fashioned 
in wire and actually sewn on, which gives 
them a much longer life. 

The 

ITALY 
Italian dealers are protesting at the p::>licy 

of the "sm.!J.lest and oldest republic in the 
world" ( San Marino) in making an artificial 
scarcity of its stamps. They are popular 
enough not to need such a form of boosting. 

Italian stamps are being abundantly over
printed with AMGVG for 'use in the "A" zone 
of Venezia Giulia (Trieste) by the Allied Mili
tary Government. There have been at least 
six issues and many varieties of overprint. 

Barter of Italian stamps for British Colo
nials is banned. 

* CHINA 
October 31st sa"· the issue of a set of six 

values in honour of Chiang-Ka.i-Shek's 60th 
birthday and the 35th year of the Republic. 
All values have the President's portrait sur
rounded by Chinese seal characters for 
longevity. 

* U.S.S.R. 
The stream of commemoratives flows 

steadily on, recent issues being five publicizing 
industry and agriculture; eight medal stamps, 
each of 60k value but with different medals, 
and others. 

* CAKADA 
The 17c Air Mail Special Delivery stamp is 

to be replaced by a. slightly re-drawn design
there was an error in the accent over the 
second "e" in Express. 
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cNyasaland 
THE PROTECTORATE'S AIR 

POSTAL HISTORY. 

By I. H. C. GODFREY 

Notes have been contributed from time to 
time in earlier issues of the "South African 
Philatelist" on events in the Airmail develop
ment of Nyasaland, and especially interest
ing articles have appeared from the pen of 
Mr. L. A. Wyndham concerning the country's 
Pioneer mail-carrying Flights. If this review 
is to be a chronology some repetition of facts 
is inevitable, and due apologies are ten9-ered. 

Known the world over as "Darkest Africa 
in Fairest Mood)) through its very apt slogan 
postmark, Nyasaland Protectorate in many 
ways still lives up to its reputation of being 

the "Cinderella" of the British Empire. In 
matters aeronautical this was particularly 
noticeable until a few years ago, but astonish
ing progress has since been made considering 
that the country, which is only about one
third the size of the British Isles, supports a 
European population of less than 1,500. In 
such a sparsely populated territory, a large 
body of philatelists is not expected; neverthe
less, thanks to one or two keen Air Post col
lectors in the Protectorate and to a few en
thusiasts outside its borders, a fairly full 
record of events has been kept. 

Towards the close of the East African Cam
paign in the 1914-1918 War, military planes 
occasionally flew over the northern extremity 
of N yasaland from air bases in Tanganyika, 
but it was not until 1928 that the first aircraft 
visited the country. That year, Sir Alan 
Cobham, the famous British aviator, anchored 
his "Singapore" seaplane for a daye off Fort 
Johnston at the southern end of Lake Nyasa, 
in the course of his Round-Africa survey flight. 
No souvenirs of that historic event exist so 
far as N yasaland is concerned. 

The first Nyasaland owned aeroplane 
landed at Limbe on July lGth, 1931. The De
Haviland Moth, which was on a delivery flight 
to the newly formed Company, Cristowit:.:' 
Air Services (N yasaland) Ltd., was flown to 
Nyasaland from Johannesburg by Mr. H. Hol
lingdrake. It carried a small consignment 
of newspapers but, unfortunately, none of 

these bore any special inscription or postmark 
to show the method of transport. 

Cristowitz' Air Services successfully oper
ated passenger planes in and out of the Pro
tectorate until February 1st, 1934, when the 
Company was absorbed by the Rhodesian and 
Nyasaland Airways, Ltd. (RANA). During 
those two and a half years the Company car
ried no mails. 

In DECEMBER, 1931, Nyasaland became an 
airmail Despatching country when Imperial 
Airways undertook their experimental flight 
from Croydon to Cape Town and 85 letters 
were posted to link at Salisbury, Southern 
Rhodesia, with the southbound plane. In 
JANUARY, 1932, a further 530 letters were 
sent by the Nyasaland Post ,Offices to Salis
bury to connect with the first Regular north 
and southbound services of Imperial Airways. 
These mails were sent by Rail, via Beira, and, 
on arrival the Salisbury Post Office applied 
cachets reading "EXPERIMENTAL FLIGHT" 
and "FIRST OFFICIAL FLIGHT" respec
tively. 

The ROYAL AIR FORCE was the pioneer 
of mail carrying in many parts of the Em
pire from 1918 onwards and, in the case of 
Nyasaland, they can once again lay claim to 
that honour. . 

In MAY, 1933, an Air Rally was arranged 
at the instance of the Governor, Sir Hubert 
Young, to celebrate the opening of the 'terri
tory's principal aerodrome, at Chileka, near 
Blantyre. The function was well attended, 
about twenty-five aircraft from all parts of 
Southern and Eastern Africa taRing part, in
cluding five Fairey-Gordon planes of the 
R.A.F., which had deviated from their annual 
routine flight from Egypt to the Cape so as 
to be present at the Rally. The Flight was 
in command of Group-Capt. C. W. Pulford, 
O.B.E., A.F.C. 

Besides opening a temporary post office at 
the aerodrome, at which a special postmark in
scribed "Chileka Nyasaland" was in use from 
May 20th to June 13th, the Postal Adminis
tration made arrangements for the R.A.F. to 
carry experimental mails on May 30th and 
June 5th, and 510 souvenir envelopes were 
printed to mark the occasions. After these 
covers, which depict a leopard on a rock sil
houetted against the rising sun, had been on 
sale for a few days the Gove;rnment discovered 
that their issue contravened some official regu
lation and they were ordered to be withdrawn 
from circulation; the majority had, however, 
already been sold and they were used on both 
flights. 

MAY 30th, 1933. On this date the five mili
tary planes left Zomba for Lilongwe, some 150 
miles north-west of Blantyre, carrying 355 let
ters which constituted the Protectorate's first 
airmail despatch. All covers received a 
double-circle postmark before departure read
ing "FIRST NYD. AIRMAIL 30 MY 1933." 

JUNE 1st, 1933. The Imperial Airways' 
liner "City of Karachi" in command of Capt. 
J. Sheppard, which was also attending the Air 
Rally, was ordered to return to Salisbury on 
June 1st. That date happened to coincide 
with the regular weekly air service to and 
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from Cape Town, so the Nyasaland authori
ties, at very short notice, decided to avail 
themselves of the flight for the conveyance of 
a special mail. Two hundred and eighty-two 
items in all were sent (228 for Northbound 
and 54 Southbound destination) each bear
ing an additional 2d. postage over and above 
the listed air mail rates. The few covers 
which were addressed to the actual terminus 
of the flight, Salisbury, were backstamped 
the same day, but the remainder can only be 
identified by the date of the postmark and the 
extra franking. This was the first occasion 
on which letters were carried by air from 
the Protectora:te to an EXTERNAL destina
tion, although originally it was intended that 
the R.A.F. should have the distinction. The 
regular air link with Salisbury did not 
eventuate until March 8th, 1934. 

JUNE 5th, 1933. As Imperial Airways had, 
by this time, already carried mails to Salis
bury, the envelopes which had been printed 
to commemorate Nyasaland's first air des
patch to an external destination, lost their 
real significance. The Post Office, however, 
entrusted the R.A.F. on their return flight 
with the SECOND external air mail-the first 
to be flown direct from Nyasaland to North
ern Rhodesia. The mail consisted of 266 
items addressed to Fort Jameson, N-E Rho
desia, which were postmarked "NYD NRHOD 
AIRMAIL 5 JU 1933". A regular service over 
this route was opened on May 23rd, 1938. 

INTRODUCTION OF REGULAR AIRMAIL 
SERVICES 

The Experimental mail carrying flights un
dertaken in 1933 by the Royal Air Force and 
Imperial Airways were the prelude to the 
gradual opening up of regular air services link
ing Nyasaland with her neighbouring British 
and Portuguese territories and, so, with the 
ever expanding network of Airlines throughout 
the world, the total length uf which in 1939 
exceeded 300,000 miles. -

As recently as 1908, mails to Blantyre could 
only be carried by steamer up to the Zambesi 
and Shire Rivers from the coastal port of 
Chinde and, depending on the season, the time 
in transit for a letter to reach Nyasaland from 
Southern Rhodesia was between three and 
four weeks. Since then, due to the advent of 
Rail communications and, later to the Postal 
use of aeroplanes, an astounding acceleration 
has taken place: 
Approximate Mail Transit Times: Salisbury to 

Blantyre. 
1908 4 weeks 
1928 ........ 4 days 
1938 ........ 2~ HOURS 

RHODESIA AND NYASALAND AIRWAYS, 
LTD. 

MARCH 8th, 1934. BLANTYRE -SALIS
BURY (308 m.) 

The most far reaching event in the Airmail 
History of the Protectorate occurred on March 
8th, 1934, when a "Westland Wessex" plane, 
owned by the newly formed Rhodesian and Ny
asaland Airways but still bearing its original 
British registration letters "G-ABEG," in-

augurated a REGULAR weekly service from 
N yasaland to Southern Rhodesia, to connect 
·with the trunk route of Imperial Airways. 
The plane, which was formerly the private 
property of H.R.H. Edward Prince of Wales, 
was in charge of Capt. M. H. Phillip who 
had flovvn it out to Africa. 

To commemorate the start of this import
ant service, the Blantyre Printing and Pub
lishing Company printed a number of sou
venir envelopes, depicting a leopard sil
houetted against the sun. A well known brand 
of stationery ,vas used so that these envelopes 
can be found in an assortment of colours. 
Although entirely unofficial, not having been 
sponsored by the Post Office or by the operat
ing Company, some of these covers were actu
ally used by the authorities when handling re
quests from philatelists for first flights. Other 
than these, no official or semi-official envelopes 
were used on the inaugural Blantyre to Salis
bury flight, although for the return trip next 
day, R.A.N.A. did issue souvenir covers. 

A three-lined black cachet "FIRST 
FLIGHT REGULAR AIR SERVICE NYASA
LAND-SOUTHERN RHODESIA" was ap
plied by the Blantyre Post Office to corres
pondence and covers were backstamped on ar
rival in Salisbury at 11 a.m. the same day. A 
number of items bear an error in the Blan
tyre postmark= 6 P.M. instead of 6 A.M. 

The mail comprised 3,639 items, 595 of 
,vhich were for Southern Rhodesia. 

:MARCH 15th, 1934. The opening of Nyasa
land's first direct air link with the outside 
world was of inestimable benefit to the coun
try as a whole but, as only about 120 m. of 
Railway construction had been completed by 
then and none of the Northern districts were 
served, it had little effect in accelerating mails 
from such places as Livingstone and Karonga, 
in the Province of North Nyasa. To over
come this difficulty, special arrangements were 
made by the Post Office for mails to be car
ried from those isolated Mission Stations by 
Lake Steamer and Overland by Runners to the 
nearest aerodrome at Mbeya, Tanganyika. 
Once a month airmail letters were to be col
lected at Chiweto (the port of Livingstonia) 
and Karonga by the steamer and carried to 
Mwaya at the northern extremity of the Lake. 
From there they would be carried by Native 
Postboys about 90 miles to meet the Imperial 
Airways' plane at Mbeya. On other occasions 
the mail was to be taken about 200 miles 
overland. by Runners. 

In order to commemorate this indirect air 
link with civilisation, the Livingstonia Misson 
applied an elaborate cachet to letters des
patched by the first service on March 15th, 
1934, which happened to coincide with the 
Lake Steamer's monthly call at Chiweto. ( See 
illustration, next page). 

It might be mentioned that the whole Euro
pean population of the Province of North 
Nyasa, 3,000 sq. m. in extent, is only 13. 

AUGUST 5th, 1935. BLANTYRE - BEIRA 
)Iocambique. (295 m.) ' 

The Mocambique Company, the administra
tors of the Portuguese Provinces of Manica 
and Sofala, granted a concession early in 1935 
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to the British firm, Manica Trading Co., for 
the operation of air services from Beira to 
Blantyre, and to Salisbury to connect with 
the London-Cape route of Imperial Airways: 
the services to be run by R.A.N.A. 

The inauguration of the service from Ny
asaland took place on August 5th, 1935, when 
a Leopard Moth "VP-YAY," piloted by Mr. 
M. H. Pearce, left Chileka aerodrome for 
Beira, carrying 907 letters. 

Official envelopes were printed in Salisbury, 
in blue and gold, by the operating Company 
to commemorate the start of the new service, 
the inscription reading: "SOUVENIR OF 
FIRST OFFICIAL AIR MAIL between BLAN
TYRE (Nyasaland) and BEIRA (Portuguese 
East Africa)." The backs of the covers depict 
a De Haviland bi-plane with a large triangle, 
the apices of which are inscribed "Blantyre 
(Nyasaland)", "Salisbury (Southern Rho
desia)", "Beira (Portuguese East Africa)". 
In addition, a very similar cover was also is-

NORWAY CALLING. 
Our members seek corresponding friends, 

' 

1 

either sex, all Topics. Special offer European, 
; Nazi, Quisling stamps reduced wholesale 

1 
prices. Gilt edge securitJ·. Sure capital 

: I appreciation. Save time, airmail requirements. 

UNIVERSAL PHILATELIST CLUB 
P.O. Box 9-19 Oslo. Xorway. 

sued by R.A.N .A. for use on the first direct 
Salisbury-Beira flight. 

Unofficial souvenir envelopes were again 
published by the Blantyre Printing and Pub
lishing Company for this flight, bearing the 
Leopard insignia and inscribed: "Por Aviao. 
By Air Mail. Par Avion. BLANTYRE (Ny
asaland)-BEIRA (Portuguese East Africa) 
FIRST AIR MAIL FLIGHT-AUGUST 5, 
1935.", and it is interesting to note that these 
covers bear the correct airmail inscription, 
wherea·s the Official ones omit the words "Par 
A vion" on their label and thereby commit a 
breach of the postal regulations. 

All correspondence sent by the first flight 
received a · framed black cachet "FIRST 
FLIGHT REGULAR AIR MAIL SERVICE 
NYASALAND MOCAMBIQUE" applied at 
Blantyre. 

(To be continued) 

* * * UNION AIRMAIL ETIQUETTES 
In an article on Etiquettes in the Decem

ber "Aero Field," Mr. S. D. Barfoot lists un
der the Union: 

(1) 1944. White on dull violet blue. Speed
bird design as before. Perf. 14 x 14~. 

(2) 1944 ? Private issue ? as before but 
slightly different lettering, white on 

bright purple. Imperf.? 
, ( These are both new to us and we were 

under the impression that there w2,s no print
ing of airmail etiquettes in 1944. Can any of 
our readers supply further information about 
these items ?-Ed.) 
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John P. Shin;:ler, 
POSTAGE STAMP DEALER, 

27 Terminus St.., East London., C.P. 
PEACE ISSUES: Mint and Fine Used. Write 

for free price lists. 

EGYPT: Mint and Fine Used. Write for free 
price lists. 

MINT FOREIGN SETS: Mint Sets, mostly very 
Beautiful. Price lists are available. I quote 

a few specials: 
Austria: 

1945, Amgot Posthorn, 16 values com-
plete . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2/6 

1945, •• Uno " Overprint, 1 value com-
plete . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/0 

1946, "Anti-Fascist," 8 values complete 5/0 
1946, Dr. Renner, 4 values complete . . 8/6 
1946, "Russian World" Congress Overprint, 

1 value complete . . . . . . . . . . . . 1/0 
1946, Grand Prix, 5 values complete . . 5/6 
1946, 950th Anniversary, 1 value com-

plete . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10d. 

Italy: 
1945, Reconstruction, 21 values complete 7 /6 
1946, New Republic, 8 values complete 2/3 

{stria: 
1946 Pictorials, short set of 5 values 9d, 

Monaco: 
"St. Devote, short set of 4 values . . 1/6 
"Princes," 'short set of 9 values . . . . 2/6 

S.A. Philatelic Association. Sell your duplicate 
stamps through my postal Exchange Club. De

tails on request. 

NEW YORK 

STAMPS WANTED 
As the largest ,vholesale stamp dealer 

in the United States, we constantly buy 
wholesale quantities of: 

SETS PACKETS KILOWARE 

SINGLE STAMPS 

Send us a detailed list of your offers, 
which will receive our prompt, careful 
attention. References will be sent on 
request ( if you do not already know us) 
so that you may deal with us with com
]'lete confidence. 

He E. HARRIS & CO. 
BOSTON 17, MASS., U.S.A, 

AUCTIONS 
· During the Centennial Exhibition we shall hold an important 4-5 day sale of 

rarities and really first-rate collections. Our reputation has been established 

for the past 25 years and our .connections all over the W.)rld will make this auction 

one of the highlights of the Exhibition. We have already selected material for 

this sale, but are still interested in outstanding items or collections. 

Don't miss this chance of a lifetime to offer your 
philatelic gems at auction to the leading philatelists 

of the world. Get in touch with us as soon as pos
sible, since we only have space available for a limited 

n'umber of lots. 

Besides this sale, we hold regular monthly auctions with 3,000 lots each. 

Ask for free catalogue. 

BILLIG AN~ RICH, INC. 
S5 W. 42nd STREET, NEW YORK 18, N.Y. 

;!.I 
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Son1e Interestin3 Facts Concernin3 the O.F.S. 
Postal History Before 1868 

By DR. K. FREUND. 

'lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllltlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllli. 

Having concentrated solely on the study of 
the siege issues of the Anglo-Boer War for 
some time, I was not aware that there is some 
want of knowledge concerning the pre-stamp 
period of the Orange Free State, i.e., the 
period before she issued her own stamps in 
1868. In particular, I had no idea that there 
was still some doubt about Cape Triangular 
stamps being used in the Free State before 
1868, until I read Mr. Jurgens' commendable 
deductions in this regard ("South African 
Philatelist," December, 1946, p. 192). He is 
absolutely right, of course, when he shows 
that Cape Triangulars were also used in the 
Free State in addition to the rectangular is
sues later on, and there is some extensive 
material in the Free State Archives confirm
ing this. I came across it some years ago when 
delving into the Archives in some other con
nection, but not being particularly interested 
in O.F.S. stamps and Free State philately, I 
only made a note at that time of two inter
esting letters which took my special fancy for 
their interesting contents. The letters were 
written by the Secretary of the Colonial Of
fice in Cape Town to the President of the 
Orange Free State and to the Secretary of 
the O.F.S. Government respectively, in 1856. 
I have just dug up the copies I made from 
these two letters and, having them right on 
hand, I hasten to publish their contents forth
with, in order that no further time may be 
lost in throwing new light on early Free State 
postal history. 

However, seeing that none of my philatelic 
friends who specialise in the stamps of the 
Orange Free State, appear to show any in
clination to do it, I am contemplating to go 
through the whole material available and 
shall report on it in due course, should I be 
fortunate enough to unearth anything new and 
of interest, especially in connection with pre
adhesive letter stamps of the Orange Free 
State. 

In the meantime, here are the particulars 
and the citations of the tvrn letters which I 
consider quite interesting to make a start 
with. 

I. 
Free State Postmasters in the early days were 
not quite conversant with the procedure of 

cancellation. 
The first letter I am citing bebw thro,vs an 

interesting sidelight on the apparent reluc
tance of O.F.S. postmasters to spoil the ap
pearance of the nice Cape Triangular stamps 
with the impression of the date stamp (I must 
say that many a modern postmaster, in sad 
contrast,. seems to enjoy "killing" a stamp by 

heavy cancellation). The advice and the in
structions given in the letter below on how to 
effect cancellation, strike one now as being 
rather naive and would certainly be an affront 
to the intelligence and efficiency of a modern 
postmaster. 

The reluctance on the part of the Free State 
postmasters to cancel the Cape stamps well, 
may not. be interpreted to indicate that they 
intended to leave the cancelling to a Cape 
postmaster on the border when the mail would 
arrive there. The wording of the letter " ... 
found . . not to be so defaced as to prevent 
. . . ", as well as the detailed instructions how 
to effect the cancellation properly, speak 
against that and indicate that the O.F.S. post
masters made actually some, if not success
ful, effort to cancel the stamps. 

Anyway, here is the letter: 

(Archive reference: 
G.S. 1207. 
No. 29, p. 101) 

Colonial Office, 
Cape of Good Hope 

The President of 
6th May 1856. 

The Orange Free State. 
Sir, 

The Colonial Post-Master-General having re
ported that the Stamps, affixed to letters and 
Newspapers from the Free State, are often 
found, on receipt here, not to be so defaced as 
to prevent the possibility of their being used 
again. I am directed by His Excellency Sir 
George Grey to request that you be good 
enough · to dispose of the accompanying 
articles ( a Stamp defacer, Padbox with pads, 
and a Box of Marking Ink) in the manner in 
,vhich you may deem best suited to prevent 
this for the future. · 

The manner in ,vhich the defacement is ef
fected is by throwing a portion of the Ink 
(which must be kept moist with sweet oil) 
upon the pad-,,·etting the defacer with it,. 
and applying it to the Postage Stamp. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
(signed) Rawson W. Rawson 

Colonial Secretary. 

I would like to emphasise that the import
ance of this letter for our research lies in 
the following fact: It clearly proves that it 
was well understood and arranged between 
the Colonial Office and the O.F.S. Government 
that the dispatching O.F.S. postmaster had to 
cancel, under all circumstances, all Cape 
stamps on outgoing mail. In this respect, 
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Mr. Jurgens is quite obviously not correct 
•.vhen he states in his article (p. 193) that 
Cape stamps on letters going into the Cape 
were cancelled only when reaching the bor
der towns (Aliwal North or Colesberg). The 
letter cited above leaves no doubt at all that 
all cancellation should have been done before 
dispatch from the original O.F.S. tovm. 

II. 
Quadri-secting of the 4d. Cape Triangular by 

the Smithfield Postmaster 
It is of great interest to learn that the 

postmaster at Smithfield had the practice of 
"bi-secting" or rather, of "Quadri-secting" 
4d. Cape Triangular stamps "into four equal 
parts," for want of ld. stamps which were 
required for the postage rate of newspapers. 
The letter below reveals clearly why, and 
about at what period. One penny Cape tri
angular stamps were also supplied to O.F.S. 
postmasters: 
(Archive reference: 
G.S. 1207. 
No. 40, p. 157) 

Colonial Office 
Cape of Good Hope 

15th October 1856. 
The Secretary to 

The Government of 
The Orange Free State. 

Sir, 
The Colonial Post Master General having 

represented that a practice exists at the 
Smithfield Post-Office in the Orange Free 
State of subdividing Fourpenny Postage 
stamps into four equal parts, each of which 
is assumed to represent a Penny_ stamp, and 
is accordingly affixed to a Newspaper as be
ing sufficient to puss it thro' the Post. I am 
directed by the Governor to request that you 
will call the attention of the Post Master at 
Smithfield to this misappropriation of the 
Fourpenny StampS,-and to express His Ex
cellency's willingness to furnish y_our Govern
ment with a supply of Penny stamps to be 
paid for in the same as the previous issue of 
fourpenny stamps. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient Servant 
(signed) Rawson W. Rawson 

Colonial Secretary. 

(Memo on the margin of this letter writ
ten and initi~lled apparently by the 'O.F.S. 
qovernment ~ecretary: "Zend een afschrift 
hiervan aan Roberts naar Smithfield"). 

I doubt very much whether such quadri
secteq 4d. Cape Triangulars used at Smith
field m ~856 are still extant, especially when 
one considers that they were affixed only on 
Newspapers. They ,vould be of great value 
and il}terest to any specialised Free State 
collection, or Cape collection, for that matter. 

USED PEACE ISSUES 
\Vanted in ~arge or Rmall quantitieR also current 
and re~ent issues of Basutoland, Bechuanaland, N. 
Rhodesia, Nyasaland, S. Rh?desia, Swaziland and 

S. W. Africa. 
Send or quote at your lowest prices will forward· 

cash by Air. ' 
If required can ~end C<?lonial sets arnl singles, also 
l•juropean \Var 1sRtleR 111 exchange. Let me know 

your requirements. 

B. SAVITZ, 
Wholesale Stamp Dealer, 

69 Greenvale Rd., Eltham, London, S.E.9. 
Member B.P.A. London, P.T.S. London, S.D.A •. 

Bolton. 

SCAN DIN A VIAN INTERNATIONAL 
EXHIBITION 

·we have received a prospectus of this exhi
bitio~ to be held in Copenhagen August 16-27. 
It will be the first post-war international ex
hibition held in Europe. 

Participation is open ~o all free of charge,_ 
but we note that entries of material on 
special forms, ha~Te to be in by 15th Febr~ary. 
As we only received the prospectus just be
fore going to press, and no entry forms, we 
regret we cannot supply any to readers who• 
might have wished to send exhibits. 

* EGYPT 
The long foreshadowed set of seven stamps. 

each one portraying one of the rulers of the 
seven states in the Arab Le2.gue was put on 
sale on 9th November. They were sold only in 
complete sets for seven days from the date of 
issue and were to remain valid for use till 
8th January. 

w .............................................. ;~:;~ .... ;·;;~·;~;~·; .... ~~i~::~·~:;·; .. ~ ........................................ , .... ID_i=====:~=·. 

Selections of the above are sent on approval to serious collectors against references. 

Range I. Early issues, which can be selected from at one-third 
of catalogue price. 

Range 2. Modern issues (1900 on) in mint state, mostly at 
50% off catalogue. 

Range 3. Modern issues ( 1900 on) superb used, mostly at 50% 
off catalogue. 

J. BIRD, 116, Highlands Heath, London, S.W.15, England 
9'1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,r■t 
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c:Ihe "Screened" and fhe "Screenless" CateE,ories 
of fhe Rotogravure Issues of the Union 

of South Africa 
By A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A., C.A.(S.A.) 

(Continued from page 13 of January issue) 
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SCREENLESS ROTOGRAVURE 
CATEGORY "B" 

Under this category the surfa,ce of the cop
per cylinder holds minutely etched ink re
cesses of irregular size and shape. A p,rinted 
impression taken therefrom will show a de
sign made up of lines and small areas of uni
form colour when held at normal viewing dis
ta.nce. It will not disdose a continuous tone 
effect. Through a magnifyiug glass it will be 
perceived that the demarcations of design in 
colour from background in white are repre
sented by sharply defined lines, and small 
fields of colour appear unmeshed and unevenly 
inked. Parts of the designs of certain stamp.s 
disclose a series of diagonal white lines on 
small fields of unmeshed uniform colour. Such 
will be seen, for example, on the following 
Union stamps: 

a. On the coloured tablets of denomin~.
tiion of the 10s. stamps with the vignettes 
depicting "Groot Constantia." (Exterior 
Cylinder). · 

b. On the coloured name tablets, e.g., be
tween the "H" of "SOUTH" and the "A" 
of "AFRICA" on the K.G.V Silver Jubilee 
stamps. ( Exterior Cylinder). 

c. On the top and bottom horizontal bars 
of colour, respectively above a,nd below the 
"Springbok Head Vignette" ~f the hyp~e
nated and unhyphern::ted bicoloured 2d. 
stamps. . 

d. On the coloured tablets showmg the 
names in white, namely, "SOUTH 
AFRICA" and "SUID-AFRIKA" of the ld. 
denomina,ted stamps contained in the 
"razor blade" 3d. and 6d. booklets. 
It will be discerned also through a magni- · 

fying glass that the numerals and pence 
symbols (ld., 3d. and 6d., but not th~ 2d.) _of 
the larger Postage Due labels prmted by 
rotogravure have sharply defined edges, and 
disclose diagonal lines, generally blurred, 
across unmeshed fields of colour. In contrast 
the mesh-work and serrulated-edge etfects 
characteristic of the screened prncess of Cate
g,ocy "A" will be seen very clearly on t~e 
numerals and symbols of the larger 2d. is
suance as well as on the smaller monoc?loured 
ld., 2d. and 3d. labels. The correlative un
etched diagonal lines a.nd unet~hed fi~lds of 
design on the surface of the cylrnder afford a 
:support for the "doctor blade" and prevents 

it from wiping the ink out of the irregular 
ink-recesses on the cylinder during its rota
tions. 

MISCELLANEA 
On the printed impression the mesh-work 

effect is discernible clearly only in the middle 
tones of the design on· stamps printed by 
screened rotogravure, and the sa.me applies to 
the serrulated edges. On the cylinder's sur
face the thick film of ink spreads sufficiently 
to join up and to cover the unetched intersect
ing-line screen pattern and causes complete 
obscurance of the mesh-work and serrulated
edge effects on the printed dark tones. If the 
ink is pa.rtly drawn out of shallow ink
hollows it causes very light tones on the im
prints. If the ink is totally drawn out of 
the shallow hoHows it causes toneless spaces 
on the imprinted design. Vide the portrait 
of H.M. King George VI on the Union Cor
onations, and contrast the prints fron1 the 
unworn and worn states of the cylinders. The 
foregoing apply a.lso to the diagonal line pat
tern on the designs of stamps line drawn and 
printed by the screenless process of Category 
"B.'' Vide the diagonal line pattern on col
oured field to the left and to the right of the 
Crown on the Union Coronations. 

Both the unhyphenated and_ hyp~enat_e1 
threepenny str.mps of the U mon I_>ictorial 
series very often have been described as 
monoeoloured ones printed from single 
cylinders in each instance. They have been 
printed thus: 

1, Unhyphenated 3d., blue and blue, with 
the vignette depicting "Groote Schuur" a~ a 
line drawn subject, with frame also hne 
dravvn. 

a,. Vignette, Interior Cylinder, 6914, 
Screenless Rctogra vure. 

b. Frame, Exterior Cylinder, 15, Screen-
less Rotogravure. . . 
2. Hyphenated 3d., blue and blue, with ·.;he 

vignette depicting "Groote Schuur" as a c•?n
tinuous tone subject, but the frame as a lme 
drawn subject. . . 

a. Vignette, Inter10r Cylmder, 55, 
Screened Rotogravure. 

b. Frame, Exterior Cylinder, 30, Screen-
less Rotogravure. 
Examination of the bicoloured ?id. and ld. 

panes of booklet stamps with juxtaposed ad-
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vertisements in miniature revealed that the 
frames and the vignettes w~re printed by 
screenless rotogra.vure, but that the bicoloured 
advertisements were printed by screened roto
gravure. Under a magnifying glass the ad
vertisements disclose serrulated.-edge effects. 
It is noteworthy that the printing of each de
nomination and its juxtaposed advertisements 
involved the use of four cylinders or eight 
in aJl. The JIPEX overprint was applied 
typographically to this series. 

In the following schedule of allocation of 
rotogravure stamps of the Union of South 
Africa to the headings "SCREENLESS" and 

"SCREENED" gravure, the letters used and 
their significance are: 

D.-denominr.tion; E.-exterior cylinder; 
!.-interior cylinder; L.-line drawn subject; 
C.-continuous tone subject. 

In the said schedule also Nos. 2 and 3 repre
sent Die I and Die II-ld.; Nos. 5 and f> 
Black a.nd Red, and Blue and Blue 3d.; Nos. 
7 and 8 represent Die I and Die II-4d.; Nos. 
16 and 17 designs 1 and 2 :of the Ed.; Nos. 19 
and 20 represent Die I and Die II of the 
hyphenated ld.; Nos. 22 and 23 large and 
small Hd.; Nos. 60 to 67 2nd 78-"Slogan" 
includes "Numeral.'' 

JS' o. r ____ rs_'S_'u_e_. ---1---D ___ ' '_! _ _ r_f 1 ___ s_c_r_e,_er_11_e_ss_G_1_·a_vt_n_·e_. ___ J J----S-cr_eened Grav_u_re_. ---

2
1 I UnhyphenatedW ½d, L L 

1 

Pictorials W ld. L L 
3 '1 ,, ld. L L 
4 i ,, 2d. L L 
5 1 

,, 3d. L L 
6
7
·1 I, ,, 3d. \ _L LI, 

,, 4d. 1 _ 

8 I " 4cl. II - L 
9 I ,, 6cl. I L L 

10 I ,, ls. L L 
11 I 2½s. ! L L g 

1

V. )Ior:~1ment ... J~·i t f 
14 ,, 2d. 1 L L 

3d. I L L 
Hyph~natedW .. . 
Pictorials "' .. . 

" h 

½d., L L 
~d.! L L 
½cl. - C 

lcl. L L 
lcl. L L 
ld. - C 
l½cl. L L 
l½cl,1 L L 
2cl. I L L 
2d., L C 
3d. i L C 
Gd., L L 
6d. 

1 
L L 

I 

ls. L L 

I 

~g:: I ~ ~ 
... ½cl, L L " 

1 Jipex .. . 
Jipex .. . 
Silver W .. . 
Jubilee W .. . 

" Coronation 

" V. Centenary 

" 

I 

I 
"' I 

V. Commem'on ... 

Hugu~not ... ... I 

i 

" Large \Var ... ... I 

ld. L· L 
½cl, 

lcl. 
3cl. 
6d. 

L L 
L L 
L L 
L L 

½cl, L C 
ld. L C 
l½cl, L C 
3cl. L C 
ls. L C 

1 d I C C 
1d.. I C C 
l½cl, I C C I 
3d. - C 

1 lcl. C C 

l½cl,I C CCC II ½cl, C 
ld. C 
l½cl,: C C i 

Frame 
Fraine 
Frame 
Frame 
Frame 
Frame 

Frame 
Frame 
Frame 

Frame 
Frame 
Fran1e 
Frame 
Frame 

Frame 
Frame 

Frame 

Vignette I 
Vignette 
Vignette 
Vignette , 
Vignette 
Vignette 
Entirety 
Entiret~
Vignette 
Vignette 
Vignette 

Vignette 
Vignette 
Vignette 
Vignette 
Vignette 

Vignette 
Vignette 

Yignette 

Frame I Vignette 
Frame Vignette 
Frame Vignette 
Frame Yignette 

Frame 
Frame 
Frame 
Frame 
Frame 
Fran1e 

Vignette 
Vignette 
Vignette 
Vignette 
Vignette 
Yignette 

Frame 
Frame 

Fraine 

Fraine 
Frame 
Frame 
Frame 
Fraine 

-- Frame Vignette 

Vignette 
Vignette 

! 

Vignette 
.A(frerts. 
A(frerts. 

Vignette 
Vignette 
Vignette 
Vignette 
Vignette 

! 

Frame 
Fraine 

Frame 
Frame 
Frame 

Franie 
Fraine. 
Frame 
Fraine 
Fraine 

Entirety 

Entirety 
Vignette 
Vignette 

Vignette 
Vignette 
Vignette 
Entirety 
Vignette 
Vignette 
Vignette 
Vignette 
Vignette 
Entiretv 
Entiret,r it·\\ = cg.· Ill 

:: l½d.Ji -==-===============================---========== -==-=---

15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 , Entiret~-
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55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 

., 
Victory 

2d. 
3d. 
4d. 
6d. 
ls. 

½d. 
Id. 
l½d. 
2d. 
3d. 
4d. 
fid. 
ls. 
ld. 
2d. 
3d. 

- C 
J _ C. 
' C I 

C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 

L C 
L C 
L C 

'; 

1 J:ntirety 
/ Entirety 

Slogan 
/:Hogan 
Slogan 
Slogan 
Slogan 
Slogan 
Slogan 
Slogan 

Entirety 
Entirety 
Entirety 
Entirety 
Entirety 
Entirety 
Entirety 
Entirety 
Entirety 
Entirety 
Entirety 

Frame Vignette 
Frame Vignette 
Frame Vignette 

71 L. Postage Due 
72 

ld. L L Frame Numeral 
2d. L L Fraine Numeral 

73 3d. 
74 
75 S. Po~tage Due ... 

fid. 
L 
L 

L 
L 

Frame Numeral 
Frame Numeral 

76 
77 
78 , Large'\var ... 

Id. 
2d. 
3d. 
1/3 

L 
L 
L 
C 

EXCHANGES WANTED 

UNIVERSAL PHILATELIST CLUB, Oslo. 
See a.dvt. page 22. 

M. ADRIEN ANGAREAU, Directeur Com
mercial Etablissements Pasquet, 22 Rue de 
Forbin, Marseille, France, wishes to exchange 
good condition used Southern African stamps 
for eqmc'.l value French and other pictorial 
stamps. Basis, values as in Yvert's latest cata
logue or 4/2 for 100 francs. 

DR. WILH. WILLEKE, Dentist, Bredelaar 
West, British Zone, Germany, wishes to ex
change any kind of stamps. 

DR. KURT GEIER, of Schliessach 62, Ber
lin NW7, wishes to exchange German stamps, 
especially post-war issues, mint, for mint of 
any other country. 

WALLACE G. RICE, of 2224 N. Colorado 
Street, Philadelphia 32, Pa., U.S.A., wishes to 
trade stamps ,vith any collector. He is a let
ter carrier with 36 years' service, also a stamp 
collector and "Gold Star Dad." 

SASHEGVI JANOS, of V. Donthya u6, 
Budapest, Hungary, wishes to exchange Hun.:. 
garian stamps ( anything up to 500 varieties) 
for stamps of corresponding values of other 
countries. 

* * * 
S. RHODESIA 

Many dates have b2en given for the :celeas
ing of the "Peace'' stamps, but the )atest, 
given us by the Robertson Stamp Coy., of 
Johannesburg, we think may be taken :1s really 
truly reliable.· This is 8th May, the ~nni
vers2ry of V-E day, a week after the Roval 
Visit stamps are withdrawn from sale. The 
set, ld., 2d., 3d. and 6d., -will remain on :;ssue 
for six months. 

Slogan 

NAVY WEEK, 1947. 

EntirPty 
Entirety 
Entirety 
Entirety 

A National Navy Week is being organised 
to raise a total of £600,000 to meet urgent 
c:>mmitments to naval charities in the United 
Kingdom and the Union. Of this amo1Jnt 
£100,000 is needed to complete Springbok Vil
lage in Surrey, where disabled merchant sea
men will be able to live with their dependants, 
rent free and in comfort, for the rest of their 
lives. Springbok Village is the Union's special 
expression of its indebtedness b the Merchant 
Navy for their splendid record in the war. A 
further £150,000 is required for King George's 
Fund for Sailors for distribution among ap
proved naval. charities and to re-equip naval 
schools and hJspitals which suffered greatly 
through bomb damage during the war. The 
balance will be allocated among various naval 
and merchant navv charities in the Union. 

In order that S-outh African philately may 
~ssociate itself as a body with this appeal, it 
1s proposed to h'.)ld a philatelic auction in aid 
of Navy Week to be held in Johannesburg 
early in April. This can only be made possible 
by philat_elists :rn~king donations of stamps 
from their collections for sale at the auction 
and donations in stamps or cash should be 
sent to Commander ( S) C. E. D. Enoch, R.D., 
R.N.R.. care of National Navy Week Commit
tee, P.O. Box 5666, Johannesburg. 

ZANZIBAR 
The first notice ,ve have seen of the Zanzi

bar "Victory" issue 2,ppears in "Stamp Col
lecting. It consists of the 10c black and 30c 
blue with a red overprint "Victory Issue 8th 
June 1946'' in very small type, the first two 
words reading vertically downwards, the re-· 
mainder horizontallv at the bottom. There are 
several broken letters 2,nd other tiny flaws of 
overprint, but apparently none of them con
stant on the sheets seen. 
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CLEARANCE SALE 
During the war years, many of my 
Approval Ranges, by force of circum
stances, could not. be re-made as they 
should have been. With the impending 
advent of 1947 catalogue, almost all 
selections will have to be entirely re
made, and in order to facilitate an 
effective clearance of all redundant 
approval books, I am offering a special 
discount of 25 per cent. on such selec
tions, for a limited period only. First 
come, first served. Don't miss this 

opportunity! 

N e,v clients, references please. 

A. LICHTEMSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 
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RONIS & EBONIS 
GAUGES 

These perforation gauges are specially made 
for those requiring a reliable guaranteed accurate 
gauge. They are made in the form of a seven
inch rule and have a superb presentable finish. 
It is definitely a preferred gauge and thousands 
have been sold to satisfied clients including 
leading dealers and prominent philatelists. Have 

no doubt; it is THE gauge. 

PRICE~:usT 
West Indian Boxwood, 3s. each ; ditto, with 
90 mm. rule, 4s. each. Celluloid on Boxwood, 
6s. each; ditto, with 90 mm. rule, 7s. each. 
"EBONIS," a patent black gauge with white 
markings, 15s. each. Elephant Ivory, 20s. each. 
The last two models include rule. All models 
range from 8 to 16 with ¼ perfs. from 10. 

Postage 3d. Registration 3d. extra. 

AGENTS WANTED, Please send for Details 

DENIS A. STIRK, 
(Member· of S'.amp Dealers Association) 

331. ROCKY LANE, Gt. BARR, 
BIRMINGHAM, 22a. ENGLAND 

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111, 

RHODESIA 
A magnificent · collection of the 1910-16 
Double Heads and 1913-25 Admirals is 
being offered, dispersed into suitable 
lots, in our sale of 

I 5th March, I 947 
which also contains a Yery fine range of 
::-,;-ewfoundland and other British Empire 
collections, sets and single rarities. 
Catalogue descriptions are comprehen
sive and accurate, whilst postal bids are 
handled with care and discernment. 

EASTBOURNE 
STA.MP AUCTIONS 

34, South Street, Eastbourne. 

Sussex England. 

CHOICE COLONIALS. 
Ai\TIG-CA: U>32 Tercentenary. 5/- (90) 

mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 180/0 
ASCEXSIOX: 192--1/33. Sc. 3j . . (20) 

superb used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57 /6 
U>40. Geo. VI ld. (3Ha) mint & 

3/0 
B.E. sc~rn11c~\: 1897. CC. 5R . 

0

(96) 
superb u~ed . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 65/0 

CEYLOX: 1888/V0. 2c on 4c (210b) 
fine used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45/0 
1921/27. Sc. 20R (332) mint . . . . 160/0 

COOKS. 1932/36. £3 green (123) mint 110/0 
DOMINICA: 187--1. CC. 1/- (3) superb 

mint . . ; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55/0 
1914. ~ICA. ;',/- (54) mint . . . . . . 55/0 

L\LKLAXDS. ll)33 Centenary. 5/- (88) 
superb used ................ 220/0 

FIJI: 1938/42. ½d. to 5/- complete ex. 
249a, 252a and 256, mint . . . . .:. . 80/0 

GIBRAL'l'AH: 1912/24. MCA. £1 (8.:>) 
mint .................... 120/0 
1923/32. Script. £1 (107) mint . . . . 80/0 

GOLD CO~\.ST: 1913/23. )ICA. £1 (84) 
mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80/0 
rn21/25. Script. !d. to 5/- (86/98) 
n1int . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40/0 
1928. Script. ½tl. to 3/- (103/112) 

mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50/0 
GREXADA: 1!)38. 10/- (163) mint at 

22/6: used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30/0 
HOXG KOXG: 1938/41. Geo. YI. $5 

(151) mint . . .. .. . . .. . . . . . • 30/0 
1038/-11. Geo. YI. $10 (152) mint . . 50/0 

All stamps are in fine condition but are 
supplied subject to appr?val 

I am always anxious. to reple~ish l!lY st~ck 
of better grade Colomals. Details w1tl~ price 
required of an:rthin_g yon_ have for. disposal 

will have my immediate attention. 

E. S. JAM ES, 
nustington, Sussex, England. 
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I han• already pointea out, in preyious advertisements what a momentous year this will be for 
eolleetors of K.G. VI stamps, for whilst OYer 95 per cent. of these issues can still be bought at 
current rates before 194 7 is over this happy state of affairs (for those who still have to buy) 
will no longer obtain. This isn't just sales talk, hut the plain truth, and we ourselves are strain
ing our not inconsiderable resources to tuck away all we can ,vhilst the going is so good. 

There is definite news that Australia, ::\Ialta, Gold Coast, India, Ceylon, ete., 'already have new 
sets in preparation and more than one little bird has whispered that several other countries in 
the British Commonwealth of ~ations are busy selecting new designs for their pending new issues. 
So what? 
"'ell maybe you have been considering for sometime the notion of going in for K.G. VI stamps. 
You han' noted the fun your friends get out of them, as well as the absolute security (not to 
mention the spot of profit which occasionally turns up) they enjoy ,vith any cash outlay they 
make. Or you already collect these stamps, but still have a lot of blanks. \\'ell this is just about 
the last chance you will have to form a K.G. VI collection whilst such a large percentage of your 
expenditure "·ill be in face Yalue ... in other words right on the ground floor. 

Of course there is just one other point, apart from the obsolete issues you want to buy even the 
eurrent at rock bottom and you don't want to waste too much time looking here, there and e,·ery-
where, and this is where we hope we come in. • 

Our turnover in K.G. VI stamps no doubt exceeds that of any other stamp firm (retail) in the 
world. \Vhy? Simply beeause our stock is not only the most comprehensive. but also our prices 
are unbeatable, and it is simplicity itself to deal with us. All you need do is send 2s. for a 
year's supply of our price-list ( or an aircard for a specimen copy) and off you go and don't 
forget-WE ONLY LIST S'l'Al\IPS OF \YI-IICH \VE HAVE SUFFICIENT STOCK TO COVBR ALL 
LIKELY ORDBRS. THAT IS A fl:REA'.r POIXT FOR OVJ<JRSEAS BUYI<JRS. -:\[ORJ,~OVIiJR WIIERI.; 
WE CAX WE HOLD BACK -:\IAXY GOOD THI~GS TO GIVE THEl\I A CHAXCE TO BUY. 

~be <!ommonblealtb ~tamp <!op., 
7, JLeatber JLane, JLiberpool 2: qEnglanb. 

WEEKLY STAMP 
AUCTION SALES 

EVERY 
THURSDAY 

12.45 - 2 p.m. 

CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 
Postal bids accepted • 

Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

JAMES MILDENHALL & COMPANY 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

Corner RISSI K & MARSHALL STREETS (Opp. Escom House) 

JOHANNESBURG 
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SOCIETY NEWS 

ORANGE FREE STATE AND DASUTOLAXD 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, Mr. John Lewis; Hon. Secretary, :'.\Ir. 
R. G. Lyon, Box 702, Bloemfontein ; Jlf eetings, 3rd 
I<'ridays each month. Oranje Koffiehuis, Bloemfontein, 
7.30 p.m. 

At the Xovember meeting, Mr. J. P. Smith de
lighted the members with a general display uf the 
stamps of Africa. It ·was an admirable show, especi
ally if one considers that l\Ir. Smith is a compara
tive newcomer to the philatelic ranks. 

The series of talks on philatelic terminology was 
• continued by Dr. Freund, who this time spoke on 

"perforations." He narrated the little-known story 
of how perforation is said to have been "invented" 
by a certain roving 1-eporter of a British newspaper 
in the early 1840's who, when anxious to send off 
his latest scoop, had no scissors or knife handy to 
separate some stamps from a pane of 2d. Blues and 
fidgeted about with a pin until he got the brain 
wave of punching holes between stamps whieh pro
duced a most practical means of separating stamps. 
All sorts of perforations were dealt with by Dr. 
l!"'reund and illustrated with examples. One of the 
interesting points expounded was the fact that there 
can be no genuine error "imperf. between" in an 
issue perforated by "comb" machine. So-called 
"Straight-edges" were also displayed and explained. 

The feature of the December meeting was l\Ir. J. 
Lewis' display of his "Union Postage Dues." Although 
Postage Dues are, in general, considered an urnmit
able subject for a society display, Mr. Lewis' collec
tion contained such a fine array of interesting plate 
flaws and shade contrasts that everyone at the .meet
ing was intrigued by the display. 

An auction sale of stamp literature. with ::\Jr. ::\1. 
Liss as able auctioneer, and an informal chat about 
stamps and about 1•ecent luc-ky "piek-ups·• eonclmlPd 
a successful evening. 

* PORT ELIZABETH PHILATRLIC socrnTY 
President, l\fr. G. K. Forbes: Hon. Sec., l\Ir_ P. G. 

Rmith. 13 Trafalgar Square, Port Elizabeth: Meet
ings, 1st and 3rd Tuesdays in Room 8, City Hall 
Basement, at 7.45 p.m. 

The business meeting held on the l'6th De<·PmhPr 
was well attended._ The display was in the hands 
of ::\Ir. G. K. Forbes, v,ho tabled his famous collec
tion of Xewfoundland. From 1860 to the J11'esent 
time, except for a few rarities, the collection is <·om
plete, in many cases there being pairs, blocks, strips, 
and in a few casf's complete sheets well centred. 
General Balbo's flight of 1H33 was represented. and 
a page of proofs and specinwns was also dis}Jta;ved. 
The rare brown seal attracted much attention. ThP 
Aets were 1watly mounted and written up, and all 
the members spent a most enjoyable hour kePnly 
scrutinizing the display. 

A warm welcome was given to )Ir. Camplwll, who 
will be with us for a few wef'ks. l am sorry to say 
that ::\Ir. Xicholson is still on the sick list, and wish 
him a speedy rf'eoYery. 

New issues from Stanley Gibbons wen" solct. and 
as usual there was an auction of members' paeki>ts. 
After a vote of thanks to ::\Ir. Forbes, a very pleasant 
evening closed at 9.30. 

The attendance was poor at the first meeting of 
.January whieh was an auction night, an<l many of 
the packets were held over. · 

The business meeting held on the 21st ,Janua1·y 
was well attended. The display was shared by two 
members, ::\Ir. ,Y. R. C'lark and ::\Ir. G. K. Forlws. ::\Ir. 
(;]ark tabled sixty first day co,·ers. l\fost of these 
were descriptive and covered a wide field of e,·ents. 
The covers were of great interest to the members 
as some of them wPre the latest issued. All of thi>m 
WPre lightly cancelled. 

::\Ir. Forbes dif;played twenty pages of 8011th Aus
tralia. a very fine selected fearun,, and the issne 
of Queens were fairly strong, lJoth mint arnl nse<l. 
The chairman auc-tioned o,·er 100 packets, and moi-t 

of them were sold. ::\[embers sent best wishes to 
::\lr. T. H. Nicholson, who is still on the sick list, 
hut we hope to have him with us at our next meet
ing. "'e were pleased to have ::\Ir. Campbell with 
us, although he returns to Craddoek at the end of 
the month, and it is likely in the near future he 
will reside in P.E. 

A hearty vote of thanks was gh·en to the mem
bers who made the evening so enjoyable, and the· 
meeting closed at 9.30. L.E.C. 

* CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President C. G. :'.\Iummery ;· II on. Secretary, S. 

Kaganson, P.O. Box 1973; Meetings, 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays at Yorkshire Buildings, Strand Street, at 
7.30 p.m. 

At the meeting held on the 14th November, l\lr. 
Alexander came forward ,vith a good showrng, of 
miniature sheets, and in view of the fact that he 
substituted for the scheduled display at practically 
a moment's notice, the thanks of the meeting were 
doubly due. As there are no "classics" to be found 
among this class of exhibit-if we except the first 
l\Iaurftius issue-there was no outstanding feature 
among the many pages on the table that I notic~d. 
Nevertheless it was a very fine and eomprehens1ve 
display. l\Ir. Alexander is one of our m?st relia_ble 
Atandbys and is always good for sometlnng special, 
no matter hov,· short the notice may be. 

The last meeting ( 28.11.46) was deYoted to a. 
whole-time auction of members' duplicates when some 
good bargains were obtained. 

At the meeting held on the 9th January, l\Ir .. E. 
C. Solomon provided the fare on the tables winch 
was scheduled under the heading of "::\Iiscellaneous." 
l\Ir. Solomon, however, considered that the title· 
should have been "Variety." . 

The stamps shown were of a number of countries 
and, as usual, :Mr. Solomon followed a prear_ranged: 
theme in showing selections from recent belhgerent 
countries, and which ranged from Abyssinia t_o 7.:an
zibar; both countries, by the way, together with Af
ghanistan, being special fayourites of his. And mem
bers had plenty to look at for the issues of the~e
countries, from first to 1ast, were to be seen in 
practically a complete sequence. )!any other coun
tries were represented l~y exti;~ s~ec~al ,i,tems, ~}1ief 
of which were many of the per10rhcal and offi-
cial" issues of the U.S.A. . 

The display afforded members an o~port~1mty of 
seeing a considerable number of speeials m great 
Yariet)' . 

.At a recent meeting it was stated by_
1 
one of _th~ 

members, who returned thanks to the <.,-oldschm1\lts 
for the entertainment provided, that the Goldschm_1dt 
collection had been helpful to _::\Ir. Jurgens dtir!ng 
the compilation of the data pubhshed under the title 
of "The Hechuanalands." As l\Ir. Jurgens wa~ pres
ent and he did not correct this statem~nt, it w:_is 
naturally assumed to be correct and mcluded 111 
the notes reporting that meeting. ::\Ir. Jurgens, how
pve1·, now desires me to correct those notes to the
extent of exciAing that parapragh, for he says he
did not get any assistance from that sourcG.H.G. 

~ 

:'.\L\RITZBrRG PHILATELIC SOCHJTY 

Cltairman, C. R. Turner; Secretar.l}_, R. ,?Iort~l!• 
P.O. Hox :328, Pietf'rmaritz~urg; . Jfret111g-~. ~nd ~• n~ 
day in eaeh month at the "omens Club, _11 Ihuge1 
sti-eet. 

In spite of the SC'hool holidays _the attendance at 
the January meeting w~s very sat1sf'.aetory. 

Our ehairman showed portion of Ins s~a_mps of the
Commonwealth of .Aui:;tralia, and his exlnb1t was well 
tip to his usual high Atandard. 

His talks on Australian stamps ,~·as 1~1ad~ ?nore
interesting with some accounts of Ins O\\ n , 1s1t to 
that conntrv some years ago. 

::\Ir. :'.\Ialcolm brought up the question o_f Gu?n and 
~tamps, and referred to the rec£>nt article 111 tlrn_ 
"Philatelist," it was dPcided to test the feelI~g ?f 
members by having a short debate at the February 

m~~~1i;
11!;ie": member was proposed an~ the applica

tion will be consi<lered hy the comnnttee at their 
next meeting. R.:'.\L 
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PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, F. C. Fergu~on; Hon. Sec., Jack J. Wil

son, P.O.Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mondays 
8 p.m., Technical College. ' 
,, January 6: In a series of "Five-Minute-Paper~" l\Ir. 

hnd~mann spoke about stamp cleaning. Mr. Giova
netti spoke about some of the Soutli African rarities. 
l\~r._ ~Vatson spoke about the usefulness of stamp ex
hibitions. Mr. Hawke spoke about keeping youth off 
the road th1;ough stamp collecting, and Mr. Dodd 
a~)O_U~ collectmg things other than stamps. The ex
lnbit10n was at the instance of Mr. Giovanetti who 
showed his classic stamps of South Australia. ,,.. 
THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 

. President, Mr. L. Buchen; Hon. Sec., Mr. J R. Jen
k~ns, P.O. B_ox 4967; Meetings, 2nd Tuesdays, Public 
Library, 7.4v p.m. 

At the _meeting held on January 14, the exhibits 
·were provided by members of the Pretoria Philatelic 
Society who paid an official visit to the Johannes
burg Society. Mr. Ferguson, President of the Pre
toria Society, introduced the exhibitors. The exhibits 
were preceded by a very interesting paper prepared 
and read by Master Cecil Podlashuk, entitled 
''Philately in regard to Education." Dr. J. H. Harvey 
Pirie who afterwards spoke on this paper commented 
-on the very fine standard of the work. 

Mr. Fredericks exhibited a collection entitled "An 
Album of Stamp Cartography." It showed stamps 
which had maps on them and almost every country 
was represented. Every map shown on the stamps 
,vas described fully in beautiful hand-,vritten char
acters. Mr. I. Isaacs spoke on the exhibit. 

Mr. Giovanetti showed some rare pieces in Union 
of South Africa and South Australia. 

The Union included ½d., ld., and 2d., Pictorial tete
beche varieties, blocks of ls. Postage Due including 
a fine used block, some fine used £1, and numerous 
Yarieties in the Pictorials. 

The South Australia included official reprints and 
some fine used early issues, including several used 
on covers. :Ur. Burrell spoke on the Union exhibit 
:and Mr. Carleton Jones on the South Australia. 

Dr. Broughton shov,ed a fine collection of Belgium, 
including all the rare Orval sets. The other chari
i:ies were well represented and there were several 
miniature sheets. Mr. L. Buchen spoke on the ex
hibit. 

Mr. Wright sho,ved specimen stamps of the West 
Indies and also a straight collection of Seychelles. 

Mr. W. Redford spoke on this exhibit. The exhibits 
were much appreciated by all the members of the 
Johannesburg Society who were present. 

I.I. 

* * * SOME RECENT AUCTION PRICES 
H. R. Harmer, Inc., New York: 

Falkland Is., S. Georgia provisional, mint, 
$72.50; £1, mint, marginal inscription, block of 
four, $440. 

Malta, the rare 10s., mint, $125. 
St. Helena, 15s., mint, $105. 
S. Rhodesia, Falls 3d., mint, vertical pair, 

imperf between, $120. 

H. R. Harmer, London: 
Basutoland, complete set of 4 "officials," on 

part covers, £390. 
Falkland Is., S. Georgia, provisional, used, 

£23. 
Gibraltar, 10c., carmine, error value omitted, 

£280. 
G0ld Coast, 20s., S.G.24, £100. 
Natal, K.E., ten pounds, £160; twenty 

pounds, £575. 
N. Nigeria, K.E., twenty-five pounds, £600. 
Union, mint block of 10 ld. carmine and 

black, centre block of six without red frame, 
£50. 

R. C. Jacombs, London: 
St. Helena, 15s. used, £29 10s.; Centenary 

set, £16 10s. 

Robson L:,we, London: 
Malta, 10s., l\ti.C.A., £40. 

* * * 
GERMAN STAMPS 1945-46 

"Stamps" of 30th November has a valuable 
article by Mr. E. C. Ehrmen, an official of the 
Postal Bra.nch of the Control Commission for 
Germany, on the issues of stamps there under 
Allied control. 

He remarks that collectors and dealer::; are 
having the time of their lives there. It is now 
known that over 200 different stamps were is
sued during the banned peri:od 1939-45 
for Germany proper a.nd equally high numbers 
for the overrun territories; about 80 per cent. 
of these were "charity" issues, the charity 
quota going via Goebbels' propaganda ministry 
to finance fifth column activities abroad, 
especia.lly in the Argentine. 

The Amgot issues were meant to do duty 
till one definite issue based on German designs 
could be taken in hand. But somehow the 
situation got out of hand with the result that 
something like a thousand stamps, near
stamps and labels for various zones, districts 
and towns have appeared under Allied co11trol. 
The reasons for this upset in places are given. 

Finally he gives a classificatio:r:i of what ~e 
considers ca.n be regarded defimtely as offi
cially issued postage stamps, what are "locals" 
and what merely emergency labels. 

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S ST AMPS 

RE:VIEWS AND NOTICES 

THE JAMAICA PHILATELIST. 
The Jamaica Philatelic Society has kir:dly 

sent us a copy of this their annual magazme. 
It is dated July, 1946. . . . 

This number is a particularly mterestmg 
one some of the outstanding articles in it 
bei~g "Railway Cancellations of Jamaica," 
"The Lady McLeod Stamps of Trinidad," "Col
lecting Bermuda" and "Temporary R'ubber 
Date Stamps of Jamaica." 

HOW RARE STAMPS AND COLLECTIONS 
ARE SOLD, by Robson Lowe. 

A very interesting pamphlet describing how 
rare stamps and C)llections _are dealt with in 
selling them for cash, by prr~ate trea~y or by 
auction. After perusal of this you will learn 
a lot as to the amount of knowledge, prepara
tion and care that has to go into the selling 
of individual varieties and of collections. 

One thing stands out, however: you prob
ably know it already, but no harm is done by 
driving it home, as this pamphlet does-poor 
quality material is never worth while buying 
or selling. 
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UNION, S.W.A. and PROTECTORATES 
Overseas Communications 

These are being speeded up considerably. 
A weekly mail boat service has re-started, 
some of it, at all events, of 13-day trips. As 
regards air-mail services, they are hurtling at 
us from America and Europe, down the West 
Coast, the centre and the East Coast of Africa. 
They are already practically daily, and basic 
rates are being lowered as from 10th March, 
e.g., Britain, 9d.; most of Europ-e, ls.; Aus
tralia, New Zealand, Canada and U.S.A., ls. 
3d. ( all per ~ oz.). Also, the 6d. air letter ser
vice is extended to all oountries to which 
there is an ordinary air mail service. 

The Current 6d. Pictorial 
Apropos our note last month about the size 

being now slightly smaller, Mr. A. H. Sydow 
remarks that these new stamps (from new 
cylinders 6 Int. and 6935 Ext., as recorded in 
November) were on sale in Cape Town as 
early as the first week of November, 1946. 
This change in size means also, of course, 
a change in the 240-set diapositive for both 
interior and exterior cylinders. Not only are 
the stamps smaller in size but the perforation 
gutters are ,vider, both vertically and hori
zontally. 

He also notes, incidentally, that the stamps 
have been temporarily ,vithdrawn at most of 
the Cape Town offices because the P.O. is 
anxious to get rid of the stock of 3d. ban
tams as quickly as possible. 

:Market Commentary 
"Pinperf," in "The Philatelic Trader," says 

it ·will be some time before we really find out 
what's what in the Victory stan1ps generally, 
but it is quite certain the Bechuanaland set 
·will always be good, and it is expected to 
reach the 10s. mark before long. In fact, he 
a~ds, all the African five are likely to appre
ciate. He recommends all the Royal tour 
stamps as a sound investment, particularly 
the S.W.A. set, ,vith the Protectorates fol
lowing closely. 

Union "Royal Visit" Stamps 

The .stamps (illustrated in our December 
and February issues) duly appeared on 17th 
February, the day of the landing of the Royal 
party at Cape Town. According to the public 
press, there was a big rush for them at all 
post offices by the public generally, not merely 
by regular stamp collectors. 

The stamps will remain on sale till 24th 
April. 

. ~ e ar~ officially informed that the quan
tities delivered up to 18th Februarv were: 
122,500 sheets (x 240) of the ld., · 241,500 
sheets (x 120) of the 2d., printed from 
Cylinder No. 6912 and, later, 289,102 printed 
from Cylinder No. 39. 47,000 sheets (x 120) 
of the 3d. 

These tu·o dis:tinct printings of, the 2d. 
should be specially noted. Get busy, you Union 
specialists, for distinguishing f ea tu res! 

Quantities taken from stock and over
printed S W A were: ld., 12,000 sheets; 2d., 
16,000 sheets; 9d., 11,000 sheets. :i:'rom dates 
given it would seem probable that the 2d. 
overprinting was on the first printing, but 
this should not be taken as definite or final. 

The paper has, as usual, the multiple spring
bok head watermark and the perforation is 
14i x 14¼. Apparently a really good paper 
has not yet been obtainable by the printer 
and pairs have to be handled very gingerly 
if they are to remain unsevered pairs. That 
is the worst comment we have to make about 
them. 

The general verdict on the stamps is that it 
is a very nice set, well produced. The 2d. 
is perhaps the least attractive, the mass of 
deep purple being just a little bit overpower
ing. There are, of course, a few "fly-specks" 
here and there, as this seems to be an un
avoidable concomitant of the rotogravure 
printing process, but they are not numerous. 
No doubt enthusiasts will list them in due 
course. 
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Cancellations 
As always happens, a few stamps were re

leased at small post offices before the official 
date of issue, but such items should merely 
be regarded as freaks of no philatelic interest. 

This is the first occasion on which the post 
office has gone out of its way to service covers 
for collectors and the G.P.O. in Pretoria. where 
the special servicing was done, is to tie con
gratulated both for having done so and for 
the manner in which they carried out the job. 
We have always felt free to criticise both the 
Government Printer and the postal authorities 
when de did not like their work. It is only 
fair to offer our mead of praise when we 
think it good. 

On this occasion they affixed stamps neatly 
on covers and the special cancellation mark 
(an example of which is here shown) was 

),~~:~.~►~. ~~i~!.~ 
c.r_----·~..:,;'~ 

-:---... 
J INK!.[ 

17 ll 047 

-1s41-st 
nicely applied. Actually there were two can
cellers used, one with the Afrikaans wording 
first, one with the English ,vording first. 

One little grumble comes from Johannes
burg. A number of collectors posted their 
covers at suburban post offices on the 17th, 
naturally expecting them to be cancelled that 
day as "first day covers," but in many in
stances they were not cancelled till next day. 

The Protectorate Issues 
These also appeared on 17th February. We 

illustrate a set from Swaziland; those from 
Basutoland and Bechuanaland are identical, 
save for the Protectorate names. The stamps 
are printed in recess by Messrs. Waterlow 
& Sons, on paper with mult. Crown and Script 
C.A. watermark, perf. 12i, in sheets of 60. 

The general verdict on them is one of dis
appointment. There is nothing to capture the 
imagination about them. The ld. is the best 
of them, as the King stands out as a bold 
figure in it; the 3d. comes next, but although 
the heads of the Royal Princesses are larger 
than in the corresponding Union stamp, the 
general effect is not so attractive; the 2d. 
is somehow flat and uninspiring; ,vhilst the 
ls. is simply, as a stamp, drab. Its purple 
goes to the opposite extreme of the Union 
2d.-it is wishy-washy. 

The Head Post Offices in the Protectorates 
also undertook the servicing of first day 
covers; the only grumble we have heard about 
this is that the cancellation marks of Mbabane 
in Swaziland were often very indistinct. We 
trust the special cancellation marks to be 
used on the actual day of the Royal visit to 
the Protectorate will be better. 

KENYA 
The Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyika Victory 

( or should it be Peace?) stamps were with
drawn from sale after 15th Yebrnary. In 
Nairobi, according to Mr. W. Tunstall, they 
were sold out a fortnight earlier. 

EGYPT 
Mr. J. P. Shingler reports the issue on 15th 

February of four stamps ( 5m + 5m, 15m + 
Him, 30m + 30m and 50m + 50m) in honour 
of a Contemporary Art Exhibition held in 
Cairo. The quantity printed was limited to 
250,000 sets. We wonder if there was the usual 
ramp and they were all bought up within an 
hour or two of issue. 

BELGIAN CONGO 
Specialists of this country should see the in

teresting article by Mr. Joseph Wright in the 
December issue of "The Stamp Lover" on the 
25c "Waterfall" stamp. It deals vdth the 
varieties resulting from the various plates,· 
original and altered, in the period 1894 to 1915. 
Numerous re-touches, re-entries, etc., are de
scribed. 
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ALL DEALERS 
in South Africa who do not already read the 

PHILATELIC 
TRADER 

should send their subscription> 61
- per 

annum> immediately for this invaluable 

fortnightly guide to 

BUYING and SELLING 
throughout the sterling area. 

HARRIS PUBLICATIONS LTD. 
445, Strand, London, England. 

World Collection N'ormal 
Stamps 

N"o varieties, perforations, watermarks, 
shades required. From date of issue to 

1933 (inclusive). 

Some much appreciated assistance from 
a Dealer in Cape Town has helped to 
reduce my WANTS to complete world 

collection to 

3865 
Want list of any country upon 

application. 

Rarities and unpopular countries, such 
as Indian States, etc., now my chief need. 
Good prices for good copies; mint for 

preference. 

E. DUNT, 
Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
• 

Let me know your interests 
and requirements. 

• 
An exensive stock of the better grade 

stamps always available, and ap

proval selections are willingly sent to 

responsible collectors. 

• 
38, Lancaster Gardens, 

Clacton-on-Sea, England. 

Jol11• P. Shi11gle•·, 
B.P.A. 

POSTAGE STAMP DEALER, 

27 Terminus St.> East London> C.P. 

PEACE ISSUES : )lint and Used. 

)IODERN EGYPT: Mint and Used. 

Eur0pean \Var Issuf\S and Xew Foreign Issues: 
l\lostly ::\lint. 

Pricelists gladly sent free on t·equest. 

Special8: "Csed Victory Sets of China, 4 values, 
3/-. Due shortly: Egypt, Contemporary Art 

I<Jxhibition; 4 values, mint 6/-, used 6/3. 

Roya-l l'i8it Issues: Artistic Covers only 6d. 
each ! Postage extra. These are parchment 
envelopes ,vith portraits of the Royal E'amily, 
flags and map of Southern Africa. Six First 
Day Co,·ers, including S. Rhodesia, 12/9 ; 6 
mint sets, 8/6; 6 fine used sets, 9/6; all post 

free. 

S.A .. Philatelic Association. 1l'rite for details of 
my Posta1 Exchange Club. 
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Rhodesian Censor Mar ks, Seals, and ofher 
War Marking,s 1939-46 

By J. H. HARVEY PIRIE, F.R.P.S.L. and W. G. NODDER. 

·······•• 1111 1,,,., •• , •• ,,,1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,: 

In a previous communication ("S.A. Phil
atelist,'' January, 1947, p. 4) the R.A.F. Camp 
Postmarks of S. Rhodesia were described by 
one of us (W.G.N.). We now deal with the 
other war markings of Southern and North
ern Rhodesia. 

War markings make an interesting side
line for philatelists. To make such a collec
tion covering the whole area of World War II 
would be well nigh impossible but as we, 
separately, accumulated a fair quantity of 
material from the territories here considered 
we have combined to put it on record as a 
basis for future collectors. It is almost cer
tainly not a complete 1·ecord, and additions to 
it will be welcomed. It may also not be cor
rect in every detail as, owing to the nece:::;sary 
secrecy with which censoring is conducted, it 
is difficult even now to obtain official informa
tion; some of our statements are therefore 
merely deductions from material available, 
but it will be fairly clear where we a1·e stat
ing definitely ascertained facts and where only 
reasonable suppositions. 

I. SOUTHERN RHODESIA 
Censor Marks and Seals 
A. Service Types 

These appear to be entirely connected with 
the Air Force Training Group which operated 
at the various camps described in the com-

l<'ig. 1 

munication mentioned above. The marks are 
all of the general type shown in Fig. 1, but 
'four varieties can be distinguished: 

1. As in Fig. 1, the numbers running 
from 1 to 12. 

2. With A S. instead of A B., the num
bers running from 1 to 4. 

3 and 4 have "Passed / By Censor" in 
p.lace of Passed/Censor. Of these there are 

s. 

A.B. No. 13 and A.B. No. 14 (Var. 3); 
A.S. No. 5 and A.S. No. 6 (Var. 4). Note 
that in these two varieties there is a stop 
after the A. as well as after the B. and the 

The great majority of these marks are in 
violet, but A B. No. 10 is mostly in black or 
bluish-black and A.B. No. 13 in black or blue
black. 

Where were these Censor Marks applied? 
It is fairly obvious that there was not one 
censor with a number at each camp to do the 
censoring locally, because covers from one and 
the same camp occur with practically every 
number in either the B or the S series; also 
one and the same number occurs on covers 
from a number of different camps. 

The alternative would seem to be that let
ters were sent to some central place or places 
for censoring. As most camps were located 
round either Bulawayo or Salisbury the let
ters B. and S in the marks suggest that the 
users of these marks were located in one or 
other of these two towns. 

On the whole this supposition fits in with 
the fact that the great majority of the covers 
with B marks are from camps in the BulavYayo 
area and those with S marks from camps in 
the Salisbury district. There was a third 
group of camps in the Gwelo area (Guinea 
Fowl, Moffat and Thornhill); all the covers 
we have seen from these have B marks. ,~·e 
have, however, seen a few covers from Belve
dere, Cranborne and Norton (all in the Salis
bury area) with B marks; these are excep
tions which require explanation, but they do 
not seem to be numerous enough to upset our 
supposition .as to the location of the B and of 
the S. censors. 

Most letters showing these censor marks 
had been opened by the censors and then re
sealed, but we have seen a few which had been 
passed without opening. The opening seems 
always to have been done at one or other end 
of the envelope and the re-sealing done with 
strips of gummed paper usually, but not al
ways, about the full width of the envelope, i.e., 
about 80-90 cm. 

The seal was then stamped with "Opened 
By Censor" in block letters 5 mm. high, the 
over-all length of the stamp being about 77 
mm. This mark was always in the same col
our as the numbered censor mark; geneTally 
it was entirely on the seal but not infre
quently partly on the envelope, thus tying the 
seal to the cover. The paper of the seals 
was most commonly white, but a considerable 
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range of coloured seals also occurs-creamy 
and greyish \vhite, buff, salmon, rose and 
green. 

5. Another mark, possibly, however, only an 
office frank or cachet, is a triple oval 48 x 30 
mm. in black, ,vith "Deputy Chief Censor / 
R.A.T.G. Bulawayo" between the double-lined 
outer and the innermost ovals with the date 
in the centre. 

6. A mark seen on a cover from No. 1 
General Internment Camp, Salisbury, is 
"Passed by Camp Censor No. 1" in block let
ters 2.5 mm. high, the over-all length being 
60 mm. in violet. 

7. This and No. 8 may be mentioned although 
it is improbable that they are specifically 
Rhodesian marks, and only a single specimen 
of each has been seen. 

A mark of the type recorded and figured by 
one of us (J.H.H.P.) in the "S.A. Philatelist 
1945, p,. 76, as No. 1, about the commonest, 

Censor mark from East Af
rica. his specimen was on an 
airgrap.h from Salisbury and 
was therefore much reduced 
in size ion arrival. It had the 

Fiµ;. 2 number 27 4. See Fig. 2. 
8. A 27 mm. square in violet on a letter 

p0stmarked Victoria Falls 18 Sep., '42 and ad
dressed to Bulawayo. It has "P,~ss~d _by / .L (a 
crown) / No. 3313 / Censor ms1de 1,he 
square. 

B. Civilian Type•s 
1. "P. B.C." on letters both to and fro_m S. 

Rhodesia in 1939 and early 1940. In v10let; 
letters 7 mm. high. 

2. "Passed by Censor" ·on unopened letters, 
1940-42. Different sizes, (a) Block ~ett~rs 6 
mm. high, whole mark 50 mn:i. long, m v10let. 
(b) Block letters 12 mm. }ugh, whole 1:-1ark 
122 mm. long. In violet. Only one specimen 
on a letter which had been opened, the seal 
having an "Opened by Censor" mark. . 

3. "Opened by Censor" marks of var_10us 
sizes, all in block letters, 1940-_42. In v10!et 
or red. Letters closed by white seals with 
1narks of Fig. 3 type. 
- (a) Letters 4 mm. h_igh, mark 60 mm. long. 

(b) Letters 5 mm. l11gh, mark 77 mm. long. 
(c) Letters 6 mm. high, _mar~ 93 mm. long. 
4. The type illustrated rn Fig. 3 has been 

seen with a variety of numbers and as m~st 
of the numbers seen .are on covers from d1!
ferent places as judged by their postmarks it 

(t 
PASSEO 

,. OE/8 

Fig. 3 

would seem likely that there were censors in 
various towns and also that the range which 
we record may be extended and the blanks in 
our series filled up,. Used in 1942-45. 

It should be noted that marks of this type 
(but with letters other than DE) were in use 
in Britain and in various British possessions. 
It may be taken,, as certain that DE marks 
were in use in S. Rhodesia, however, as they 
occur on letters from there to the Union of 
South Africa where marks of such a type 
were definitely not in use. Numbers, etc., 
which we have to record .are: 

3, in violet, from Bulawayo Station, 25th 
Oct., 1944. 

8 (20th Aug., 1942 and 1st July, Ul43), 
15 (19th September, 1944) and 19, all in red, 
from Salisbury. 

13, in red from Mazoe (27th September, 
1943) and from Salisbury (23rd November,• 
1943 ). 

18, in violet, from Penhalonga ( 13th 
August, 1945). 

22, in black, from Umvuma (6th June, 
1942). 
Most, although not all, ·of the letters with 

these marks had been opened and re-sealed 
with a white label printed in red "Opened by 
Examiner / DE / ... " The label is num
bered P.C.90 in top right corner with the 
printer's order numbers and date in top left. 

5. The type of mark shown in Fig. 4 was 
used in 1940-41 on letters both t·o and from S. 
Rhodesia. Numbers we have to note are: 

Pig. 4 

2 (in red), 3 and 4 (in violet), all on 
foreign letters entering S. Rhodesia. 8 ( in 
blue) on a letter from Umtali and 12 (in red) 
on letters fr:om No. 1 General Internment 
Camp, Salisbury. 

6. A mark of a kind which quite likely might 
have been applied either to service or civilian 
mail has been noted on a cover posted at Bula
wayo in 1942 or 1943 (the date is indistinct) 
addressed to a civilian in France. It was re
turned to the sender as explained by the fol
lowing stamped notice on the envelope in smaJJ 
red block letters: "Returned by Censor / for 
/ reasons explained in / note enclosed in this / 
cover." The envelope was re-sealed and the 
seal stamped back and front with an "Opened 
by Censor" mark as in Type 3 Var. (c). 

Official Franks or Cachets 
Whether or not to make the following list

ing of Cachets was a dif:ficult matter for d€
cision; in the end we decided to do so becau~€ 
it seemed to us that these marks, although m 
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a sense only office stamps or cachets, had two 
other functions bringing them within the 
sc?pe of a communicati:on on "war philately." 

(a) Many of them are obvously official 
Franks entitling the letters bearing them to 
free postage. Even where the words "Official 
Free," or some equivalent, do not appear in 
the cachet there was sometimes an ofhcer's 
signature or initials with it, and, even failing 
this, the p.ostal authorities customarily recog
nized these marks as Franks. 

(b) To some extent these cachets also served 
as censor's marks, at all events as far as any 
"Unit Censoring'' mark so served. They did 
not entirely exempt letters bearing them from 
all further attention by the general censoring 
department. Obviously official correspondence 
was usually (but even in this case not always) 
passed unopened by the censoring department, 
but not so in the case of private correspond
ence where the writer was using, quite legiti
mately, his unit's cachet as a free frank. 

A. R.A.F. marks 
1. The commonest, in use at all the Rhodesian 

Air• Training Group Camps, was of the gen
eral type shown in Fig. 5, but three varieties 
may be recognised. (.a) as illustrated, which 
for convenience we term the double oval and 
crown; (b) similar but larger in size; (c) the 
trip.al oval and crown, has an inner oval 

Fig. 5 

which has the wording between it and the 
double-lined outer ovals. These marks occur 
in violet, black, red or blue. The crown in 
most, if not all, of them is somewhat lop
sidedly placed, a little to the rig•ht of the 
centre. 

Two specimens from Thornhill suggest 
that the handstamp there was originally either 
meant as a temporary one or was very 
rickety in construction for the impressions 
show clearly that it was being held together in 
one case by two wire paper clips and in the 
other by two pieces of string. 

· Other R.A.F. marks seen are: 
2. Double oval and crown 
(a) "Royal Air Force / No. _25 E.F.T'.S. / 

Official Free / Belvedere / Salisbury S Hho
desia'' in blue-black. 

(b) An interesting one which might, per
haps, be more correctly listed as a Union of 
South Africa mark, but which, at any Tate, 
seems worthy of mention here. It reads 
"Rhodesian Air Training Group / South Af-

rican / Official Free / Detachment/ Durhan." 
In violet. 

3. Triple oval and crown. 
(a) In green, "Rhodesian Air Traini}'\g' 

Group / H.Q.Salisbury" between ovals and 
"P.O. box 1379 / Official Free / Central 
Registry" in the centre. 

(b) In violet, as (a) but with "Accounts 
Dept.'' in place of Central Registry. 

(c) "Royal Air Force / No. 21 S.F.T.S." 
between ovals and "Official Free / Bulawayo" 
in the centre. 

(d) "R.A.F. No. 21 S.F'.T.S. / Kurnalo" be
tween ovals and "Official Free / Bulawayo" 
in centre. In violet. 

4. Single oval 65 x 43 mm, no crown. "Hoyal 
Air Force / Official Free / Bulawayo / In
duna." In violet. 

5. Trip.le oval, no cr·own. 
(a) "Initial Training Wing / Kumalo 

Station'' between ovals and "R.A.F. / { date) 
/ Bulawayo" in the centre. In violet. 

(b) "R.A._F. Disposal Depot / Belvedere" 
between ovals, date in centre. In red. 

( c) "Leader Training School / Gwelo, S. 
Rhodesia" between ovals, date. in centre. In 
violet. 

( d) "Rhodesian Air Training Group / 
Meteorological Section'' between ovals, ''P.O. 
Box 578 / (date) / Salisbury" in centre. In 
violet. 

(e) "No. 23 S.F.T.S. / Heany Camp" be
tween ovals, with "R.A.F. / (date) / Central 
Registry" in centre. In blue. 

(f) "R.A.A.C. (ASKART) / No. 28 Regi
m,mt, Mt. Hampden" between ovals with "C" 
Company R.A.A.C.'' in centre. In violet. 

6. Double oval, without Crown. 
"No. 22 S.F.T.S. / Thornhill, G\velo" be

tween ovals, with " ( date) / Orderly Room" in 
centre. In black and in violet. 

7 (a) Rectangle 42 x 28 mm. with "Royal 
Air Force / No. 26 E.F.T.S. / (date) / 
Guinea Fowl / Gwelo.'' In violet. 

(b) Double rectangle, outer one 43 x 32 h1m. 
with "R.A.F. Moffat / H.Q. Orderly Room" 
between lines and " ( date) / Gwelo'' in centre. 
In violet. 

B. Othe,r Military Marks. 
8. Double oval and crown. "Southern Rho

desian / Air Force" with "Official Free" in 
the centre. In violet. 

9. Triple oval and crown. 
(a) "S. Rhodesian Air Force Station / 
Cranbourne, Salisbury'' with "Official Free" 
in the centre. In green. Note.: This spelling 
of Cranhourne with a "u'' is an error. 

(b) "King George VI Barracks / Salisbury" 
between ovals, with "Official Free" in the 
centre. In black. 

( c) "Provost Marshall / Salisbury, S. Rho
desia" between ovals and "Tel. No. 4499 / 
Offici.al Free / P.O. box 480'' in centre. In 
blue-black. 

( d) "Assistant Provost Marshall / Salis
bury, S. Rhodesia'' between ovals and "Offi
cial Free / P.O. box 480" in centre. In blue
black. 

(To be continued) 
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IT WOULD BE 

DIFFICULT 
to find a more informative 
Stamp Journal than the 

I AT LlrC 
AG[~ JA~' II N: t:~ 1E1 : ~'14 ,_J '~ --

Founded by Albert H. Harris, and now 
in its 35th year of uninterrupted 

fortnightly publication. 

Dema_nd in the U.K. exceeds supply, but 
we are granted extra paper for 

OVERSEAS READERS ONLY 
Subscription: 10/- per annum (post free) 

Published by 

HARRIS :PUBLICATIONS LTD. 
445, STRAND, LONDON, ENG. 

-.•1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111, 

SPECIAL OFFER 

TASMANIA 
Collection of brilliant mint, never hinged, 
comprising S.G. numb<->rs 180, 181, 182, 196, 
201, 207, 216, 217, 257,229,230, 232, 233, 234, 
235, 236, 237 ( two shades), 238, 239, 241, 
252, 252a, catalogue value £2 6s. 3d., plus one 
unlisted Platypus Rc>v. Provisional, total 24 

stamps. Price £1 2s. 6d. nett. 

MAGNIFIERS, JUST ARRIVED. 
lin. lens, 2½ times magnification, long 

handle . . . . . . . . . . . . 1/0 

l½in. lens, 2½ times magnification, short 
handle . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . 1/6 

l½in: lens, 2½ times magnification, with 
attractive leather folder, just the thing 
for meetings, etc. . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/6 

2in. lens, with folding metal rim, super-
fine leather case, the specialist's de 
luxe glass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10/6 

c.w.o., nett, post free. 

A. LICHTE,NSTEIN 
P.O. Box S76, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 

, 1111111111111111 1111 11 111111111u11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,. 

CHOICE COLONIALS 
BECHUANALAND 1887. 5/- & 10/-

( 18/H>) mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65/0 
1888. "Protectorate'' inverted (-Ha) 

mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20/0 
1932. ½d. to 10/- (9!:l/110) fine used 130/0 

GA:\IBIA. 1874. CC. 4d. (5) superb used 180/0 
1902/3 mint. 1/6 @ 12/6; 2/6 @ 

17/6; 3/- ..•............ 
GOLD COAST. 1912/23. MCA. ½cl. to 

£1 (70/8-1) complete mint set .... 
1928. ½d. to 5/- (103/112) mint .. 

KENYA. 1903/4 CC. 20R (15) fine used 
1906/7. :\ICA. lOR (30) mint .... 
1!)38/-11. 10/- Perf. U (142) mint .. 
1938/41. 10/- Perf. 14 (142a) mint 
rn:{8/41. £1 Perf. 11½ x 13 (14:~) used 

LAGOS. 1884/SG CA. 2/6 (27) used .. 
1!)04. CA. 10/- (5:3) mint ....... . 
l904/5 . .:\ICA. ½d. to 10/- (f,4/62) mint 

NIGERIA. 1921/32. 10/- (24) mint .. 
rn:rn. £ 1 ( 45) fine used . . . . 
1938/43. ½<l. to 5/- (4!:l/59a) com

20/U 

500/0 
50/0 

320/0 
110/0 

22/(j 
32/6 
7:2/fj 

240/0 
400/0 
65/0 
22/(j 

110/0 

plete used set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50/0 
19:38. 4d. (3-1-) mint . . . . . . . . . . 35/0 
Xeui Issue Serrice-Send for particulars. 

I am always anxious to n-'plenish my stocks 
of better gradt' COLOKIALS, high values, 
etc. Dc>tails with priee required of anything 
you may haYe for disposal will have my 

immediate attention. 

E. S. JAMES, 
RUSTINGTON, SUSSEX. 
Cables : Starnp8, Hustington. 

Bankers: ,vestminster. 

•1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,· 

COLONIALS ANO FOREIGN 
Crown Colony Peace Issues Complete 

(HO) •.•••••.•••••••••••• 
Brunei. New Issues Complete (1'2) .. 
Burma. 1!)38. Set to 2R. Pine rsed (14) 
Hong Kong. 19-1-1 Centenary. Fine l;sed 

((i) ••.•.....•..•••.•••.•. 
N. Borneo. 1!:l-1-1 ,var Tax. Fine rsed 

(2) .•........•.•.•.••.• 
St. Vincent. New Values 2½, 2/6, 10/-

(3) ...............•••.• 
Sarawak. 1934/41. Comp. to Hie (JG) 
Austria. l!HG. Nenr Foq:?;Pt (8) . . . . 
Curacao. 1941 P. Bernhard Comite. F. 

rsed (8) . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 
Curacao. 1944 Prisoners of ,var (S.G. 

220/3) Blocks of four. shmving two 
major variPtiPs (SPrif K and V) and 
and three minor varietiPs. Mint 

Holland. 1929 .Airmails (3) . . . . . . 
Portugal 1!)4:-i Xavigators (8) ..... . 
Portugal 1943 (Castles (8) ....... . 
Germany 19::m Reichpost Comrades (12) 
Ger~!!!lllY 1946 All Zones Postage Set 

(_,) ................... . 

25/0 
7/0 

20/0 

12/6 

l/9 

14/6 
13/6 
4/0 

210/0 

£20 
1:5/0 
4/6 
4/0 

21/0 

2/6 
Mint (unmounted), unless otherwise stated. 

A.ny item on approral if desired. 

A. D. SIVEWRIGHT, 
148, ARDENLEE AVENUE, BELFAST, 

N. IRELAND. 

111111111111111111111111111111111iu11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111. 
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THE BECHUANALANDS. 
(Ai reply to certain criticisms by A. E. Basden 
in his Review published in the January issue 

of the "South African Philatelist.") 
Mr. Basden has hit the nail on the head 

when he says my book "The Bechuanalands" is 
provocative-that is just what I intended it 
to be, but he evidently overlooked my reasons 
for making it provocative, reasons which I 
fully explained in my "Author's Note." 

Had I agreed to what has previously been 
said about these matters we would still be 
where we were 25-30 years ago, but now the 
controversy I ask for may bring finality about 
some aspects of Bechuanaland philately. 

1. STELLALAND STAMPS. 
My allusion to the Stellaland stamps as 

locals should not rile my old friend: I know he 
has a soft spot for his combination covers
and very fine philatelic items they are, too
but he will admit that there is a great diffier
ence between the 1840 issue of Great Britain 
which could convey a letter from Land's End 
to John O'Groats for one penny and the Stella
land stamps which served one town surrounded 
by hundreds of farms. Stellaland was a 
country the great majority of whose inhabi
tants were not letter writers: the very great 
scarcity of such covers to-day in a way proves 
this. . 

How can Mr. Basden say that the scarcity 
of the ld. Stellaland stamp (a fact which only 
became known when the remainders were 
offered for sale) was due to the fact that they 
were used on printed matter? Here we have 
a Boer Republic where to all intents and pur
poses the very issue of postage stamps appear 
to have been solely to sell to collectors and so 
raise revenue. The records show that most 
of. the postmaster's duties consisted in supply
ing Stellaland stamps to all quarters of the 
globe to both collectors and dealers, but I 
have yet to learn that this tin-pot republic 
possessed a printing press. So whence came 
the printed matter on which so many ld. 
stamps were used up? 

I think upon further consideration Mr. 
Basden will admit that my theory of these 
one penny stamps being used extensively by 
men on active service (the Warren Expedi- · 
tion) is a more feasible one. One penny was 
the letter rate for men on active service, and 
their usage of them would account for the 
small number of stamps of this denomination 
among the remainders. 

The overprinted stamp "Twee" is indeed a 
mystery. The mention of the postal rate as 
3d. was intended to raise the query as to why, 
when this rate was reduced to 2d., the 4d. 
stamp had been chosen to receive the sur
charge "Twee"? A 3d. stamp would no longer 
have been of any use but the 4d. stamp would 
have been necessary for the prepayment of 
postage upon a letter weighing over the ~ oz. 
and under 1 oz. 

How does Mr. Basden get over the fact, 
clearly shown in the post office records, that 
not in one single instance did any of the 

hundreds of applicants for this overprinted 
stamp "Twee' ever succeed in getting even one 
specimen? The reason to my mind is obvious 
-this stamp was never overprinted or issued 
during the regime of the Stellaland Republic 
but all such surcharged stamps which came 
on to the market at a later date (1899-1900) 
,vere deliberately manufactured by the person 
who purchased the original handstamp "Twee" 
together'- with pad and ink for 12s. 6d. When 
the remainders were sold and· the fourpennies 
were readily obtainable this stamping ,vould 
have been an easy matter. 

Mr. Eaton, the postmaster at Vryburg, had 
previously notified stamp dealers· that the 4d. 
stamp was, or was going to be, converted into 
a 2d. stamp by having the words "Tv,'ee 
Pence" overprinted upon it: this would surely 
indicate that he had not as yet seen any of 
these overprinted stamps and it ,vould also be 
a good reason why, when these stamps ,,vere 
handstamped "Twee" (at a later date) that 
the 4d. was used. Had this stamping been 
done at Vryburg at the time that they ,vere 
required I think common sense would tell us 
that the 3d. would have been used for the pur
po·se. 

I certainly admit that I was theorising, but 
I do think my friend A.E.B. could have given 
a little more attention as to how much ,vas 
actual fact and how much was theorising. 
That no overprinted stamps were ever used 
or available during the regime of the republic 
is fact; that the reason I give why they were 
not overprinted "Twee' as originally intended 
( the sudden arrival of Warren on the scene) 
is theory, but I submit that my theory is a 
reasonable one and fits in with the circum
stances. 

2. FAKED OVERPRINTS. 
I am really very surprised at Mr. Basden 

making such a blunder as to think that I, to
gether with the two eminent philatelists who 
substanti:~.t~d my findings, could be guilty of 
such stup1d1ty as to suggest that printers used 
sheets of stamps for taking pulls, etc. I think 
my explanation was very clear, viz.: 

Mr. Baxter, the P.M.G., admitted that owing 
to the heat these gummed sheets could not be 
made to lie flat when they were being over
printed and that in consequence manv com
plete sheets were considered by him to· be too 
much spoilt to be offered for sale to the public. 
He further admitted that he never destroyed 
any spoilt sheets of stamps but attached them 
to his monthly accounts for the auditors. 

This point is further made clear when I 
refer to these as Printer's waste, Proofs or 
Baxter's spoilt sheets, but perhaps I was in 
error in using the word "Proofs" at all, and 
this has led Mr. Basden astray. 

My reference to S.G. No. 29 being- of this 
spoilt sheet variety and not an out-and-out 
forgery is built up entirely upon the evidence 
supplied by Townshend, the printer, Baxter 
the P.M.G., and Barry May, the postmaster. As 
mentioned in my book, each of these people 
say something for and something against my 
contentions; there is no reference v,·Jrntever to 
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Mr. Basden's suppo·sed rascal who probably 
found sections of the partially destroyed forme 
intact. I must again say that I consider my 
suggestion about the spoilt sheets a far more 
feasible solution of the matter. 

As for the remarks about Proofs and 
Essays: Mr. Basden is speaking of to-day, I 
am speaking of yesterday. 

Many thanks to A.E.B. for starting this 
controversy: Mr. H. R. Holmes, Editor of the 
"London Philatelist," in a letter to me says 
that he will probably be reviewing the book 
for the "Londo~ Philatelist," and I have asked 
him to be as drastic as it is necessary for him 
to be in his criticism. I want to get philatel-

. ists annoyed; I consider this the best way to 
cure that sleepy feeling prevailing to-day in 
so many of our philatelic fraternity and that 
it is also the only way to solve riddles. 

I have succeeded in getting my old friend's 
back up (A.E.B.), I hope I will also be suc
cessful elsewhere. A. E. JURGENS. 

RHODESIA 
· A magnificent collection of the 1910-16 

Double Heads and 1913-25 Admirals is 

1 

being offered, dispersed into suitable 
! lots, in our sale of 

I 5th March, I 947 
which also contains a very fine range of 
Newfoundland and other British Empire 
collections, sets and single rarities. 
Catalogue descriptions are comprehen
sive and accurate, whilst postal bids are 
handled with care and discernment. 

EAST81 0U RN1 E 
STAMP AUCTIONS 

34, South Street, Eastbourne. 

Sussex England. 

EXPERTISING 
The B.P.A's Expert Committee again takes 

philatelists into its confidence in the November
December issue of Philately. On two items 
they report:-

" Among stamps submitted which showed 
cleaning, with forged cancellations added, 
were the Zanzibar, 1913, 50 and 200 rupees. 
It is doubtful whether these stamps were ever 
postally used." 

"There was only one stamp on which the 
committee declined to give an opinion, and 
that was the Lydenburg 'V.R.I. ld.' surcharged 
on the commemorative ld. S.G. 1. They sug-

gested re-submission at a later date as the 
standard work on the subject states 'Judg
ment should be suspended until further infor
mation appears.'" 

* BRITISH COLONIAL "VICTORIES" 
Perforation Varieties.-The regular perf. 

for all the Colonial "Victory" stamps is 13~ 
x 14, but the following are known also 13~ 
all round: Both values of Gold Coast and J a
maica, low values of Ceylon, British Somali
land and N. Rhodesia. With the probable ex
ception of Jamaica, this perf. is likely to be 
scarcer than the 13½ x 14. 

The Commonwealth Stamp Coy. 

* * * REVIEWS AND NOTICES. 
A REVIEW, 1945-46. Robson Lowe, Ltd. 

Price 1/-. 
A beautifully produced production of sixty 

pages reviewing the work of the season in the 
way of private sales and auctions. It is 
packed full of illustrations of the star items, 
British Empire and foreign, many of them in 
colour. There is one full page plate in foll 
colour of the Chalon portrait of Queen Vic
toria which alone is worth the price of the 
bo?kle~. This po~trait has a remarkable phila
telic history, as it was used in various parts 
of t~e Empire on postage stamps over a period 
of sixty-two years, to say nothing of its ap
peara_nces on fiscal stamps and bank notes, 
and 1t became the badge of one coJony. It 
would make a fine frontispiece to any British 
colonial collection. 

There are many details of sales amounting 
in all to over £170,000. ' 

THE S'.I'AMP COLLECTOR'S ANNUAL, 1946. 
Price 2/6. Harris Publications, Ltd., 445 
Strand, London, W.C.2. 

Fifty pages with some 17 articles and an
other 40 odd pages of philatelic advertise

· ments. 
Some of the articles are: The Pro-Juventute 

issues of Switzerland; The Health Stamps of 
New Zealand; Ships and Stamps; Merry-Go
Round of Empire Philately; Used A.broads, 
and Post Office Problems. 

More prosaic, but verv useful items are: 
A list (probably not complete, but certainly 
helpful) of the World's Stamp Catalogues; 
Face Values of Current British Empire Stamps 
(exchange rates); Directories of (British) 
Philatelic Auctioneers and of Active Philatelic 
Societies; a "Who's Who in Philately," a guide 
to the philatelic interests of private collectors 
in Great Britain, Northern Ireland and Eire. 
INTERNATIONAL ANNUAL OF PHILA-

TELY, 1946-47. Jacques Lafitte, 12 Rue 
de I' Arcade, Paris VII le. Price 20/-. 

An encyclopaedic production of 500 pages, 
largely in French, but with numerous trans
lations, where necessary, into English, Spanish 
and German. 

You will find here lists of dealers in every 
co~ntry the _world over; a world list of phila
!ehc magazmes~ notes on philately generally 
m _m~ny countries; a world list of philatelic 
societies and, for many countries, of private 
collectors. 
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%e Plates of fhe De La Rue Postage Due 
Stamps of fhe Union of South Africa 

(with reference also to their shrunken and substituted numeral stereos) 

By A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A., C.A.(S.A.) 

:F •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••1u,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .. ,,,,. 

The first issuance of the Union's Postage 
Due Labels consisted of seven denominations, 
to wit, M. black and green (March, 1915), ld. 
black and red (March, 1915), 2d. black and 
purple (December, 1914), 3d. black and blue 
(February, 1915), 5d. black and sepia (March, 
1915), 6d. black and slate (March, 1915), and 
ls. red and black (March, 1915). 

These labels were letterpress printed by 
Thomas De La Rue and Company, Limited, 
110 Bunhill Row, London, on paper water
marked "Springbok, Head" simple, that is, one 
watermark per stamp. They were printed 
from a common electrotyped frame or border 
plate in conjunction with seven stereotyped 
numeral plates all manufactured by the said 
printers; and they were perforated by a comb 
machine to the gauge of 14 x 14. 

THE FRAME OR BORDER PLATE 
The common frame or border plate com

prised 120 subjects arranged in two panels of 
60 each separated by a perpendicular gutter, 
and each panel comprised 10 horizontal rows 
of six. Each one of the said panels was sur
rounded by co-extensive jubilee or guard lines. 
A guide point appeared below subject 57 of 
the left panel and another to the left above 
subject, 3 of the same panel. These two guide 
points were printed conversely on the bottom 
horizontal margin below stamp No. 58 and on 
the top horizontal margin to the right above 
stamp No. 4, respectively, of the right panel 
of the sheet. Consequently, the frames were 
printed 120-set in two panels of 60 units, but 
,each printed sheet was bisected into two 60-set 
issue sheets, after they had received the im
prints from the 120-..:set numeral plates. 

Each stamp presented the following text 
matter in white lettering, viz., "UNION OF 
SOUTH AFRICA" and "UNIE VAN ZUID 
AFRIKA" horizontally at the top and bottom 
respectively of its casement, and "POSTAGE 
DUE" and "TE BETALEN" vertically at the 
left and right respectively. 

A flat Master Die of the frame design was 
1iand-engraved on steel en epargne and nega
tive. Subsequently an electrotyped plate was 
grown from lead matrices struck from the 
said Master Die by means of the "ring pro
cess," which incidentally was De La Rue's 
common practice of making typographic, 
anastatic, or letterpress plates. By means of 
a N asmythe hammer the frame design was 

transferred progressively from the said Master 
Die to 120 lead matrices, also called lead 
blocks or lead moulds. These matrices re
ceived the impre'ssions of the design in recess 
and positive. Thereafter, the said lead mat
rices were screwed 120-set to the base of an 
iron chase, arranged in two panels of 10 hori
zontal rows of six each, and encompassed by 
continuous guard ·or jubilee moulds. Next, 
the iron chase with its screwed matrices and 
guard line moulds was suspended and im
mersed in a depositing-trough which contained 
a solution of copper sulphate, and an electro
deposit of copper was grown on the matrices 
in the form of a thin and opaque copper shell. 
Then the copper shell carefully was detached 
from the lead matrices and was strengthened 
with a backing of a thick layer of type metal, 
and thus became the frame or border printing 
plate, but only after its surface was given a 
thin facing of steel electrolytically which 
hardened it against eventual printing wear and 
tea1·. The anastatic or raised continuous 
guard lines which surrounded the two panels 
of the plate were cut immediately opposite the 
termini of the vertical and horizontal perfora
tion gutters and consequently were converted 
into co-extensive guard lines which originated 
the printed circumjacent co-extensive iubilee 
lines. Hence the progeny of the Master Frame 
Die was as follows:-

1. Flat Master Die of Steel-hand-engraved 
-lines of design negative in relief. 

2. -120 (2 x 60) Lead Matrices derived 
therefrom-lines of design positive in re-
cess. · 

3. 120 (2 x 60) Steel-faced electros in plate 
form-lines of design negative in relief. 

4. Printed steets of 120 (2 x 60-issue 
sheets) frames or borders of stamps ad 
libitum in various colours mentioned 
afore-designs positive. 

THE NUMERAL PLATES 
Whilst the frame or border designs were 

printed from a steel-faced electrotyped en 
epagne plate, the numerals were printed 
from steel-faced stereotyped plates. In con
nection with the construction of stereotyped 
numeral plates not only for the Union of South 
Africa, but also for certain of the Crown Col
onies, Thos. De La Rue and Co., Limited, pro
duced and utilised certain hand-engraved en 
epargne and negative Master Dies for the 
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numerals and for the symbols which repre
sented shillings, pence, cents and stops, for 
example-

1. For the symbols-a "d" for pence; a "c" 
for cents; a long bar "-" for the half
and for the three halfpence denomina
tions; small square-like stops, often 
shaped like minute "x's" when printed; 
a diagonal stroke "/" and a short "-" 
bar for the shilling denominations. 

2. For the numerals-a small "1" and a 
small "2" for the half-and the three 
halfpence denominations; and larger 
ones, namely, "1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 8" for 
the other denominations. 

For the sake of comparative study apropos 
of the said archetypal DLR numeral dies, I 
have included in my Union Collection postage 
due labels of certain of the Crown Colonies 
printed by Thos. De La Rue & Co., Limited, 
for instance-

Union of South Africa, §cl., ld., 2d., 3d., 5d., 
6d., 1/-

Transvaal, ~d., ld., 2d., 3d., 5d., 6d., 1/
Trinidad, M., ld., 2d., 3d., 4d., 5d., 6d., 8d., 

1/-
British Honduras, le, 2c, 4c. 
Northern Rhodesia, ld.,. 2d., 3d., 4d. 
Grenada, ld., 2d., 3d. 
Fiji, M., 2d. 
Gold Coast, 2d., 3d. 

HAND-ENGRAVED DIES COMPARED 
WITH PHOTO-ENGRAVED LINE-BLOCKS 

(a) DLR Hand-engraved Master Dies.
Hand-engraved dies were used for the re
cessed-impressions made on the papier
mache moulds from which were cast the stereos 
for the en epargne numeral plates from which 
i:ni turn were printed the numerals of the 
1914-15 De La Rue typographed postage dues, 
namely, M., ld., 2d., 3d., 5d., 6d., and 1/
denominations. Owing to the usage of separate 
numeral and separate symbolic Master Dies 
each fully denominated recessed-image in the 
mould originated from more than one die im
pression; for example, the DLR penny denomi
nation necessitated three separate impressions 
for each fully denominated mould image, 
namely, one for the numeral "1," a second for 
the symbol "d," and a third for the subja
cent stop "." 

(b) GP Photo-engraved Line-Blocks.-By 
way of contrast, it is of interest to record that 
the Master Dies employed for making the re
cessed-impressions on the moulds from which 
the stereos were cast for the en epargne 
numeral plates from which in turn were 
printed the numerals of the 1927-28 "Govern
ment Printer" typographed postage dues, were 
not hand-engraved dies, but photo-engraved 
line-blocks, one each for the ~d., ld., 3d. and 
Gd. denominations. (But not the 2d.; the 2d. 
denominated numerals of this issuance were 
printe~ from a Zincotyped plate and not from 
a Stereotyped plate). The said line-blocks 
were produced photo-graphically on sensitised 
metal from combined numeral-symbol-stop 
drawings for the M. and ld. denominations, 
and from combined numeral-symbol (without 

stop) drawings for the 3d. and 6d. denomina
tions. Owing to the usage of combined 
numeral-symbol-stop Master Dies in the form 
of line-blocks, each fully denominated re
cessed-image in the mould originated from 
only one impression; for example, the GP 
penny denomination necessitated one simul
taneous numeral-symbol-stop impression as 
against the afore-described DLR method of 
three separate impressions. 

Thus for example, a horizontal 6-set papier
mache mould required-

( a) 18 impressions by the DLR method, 
ld. ld. ld. ld. ld. ld., i.e., (six times 1) 
plus (six times d) plus (six times . ) 

(b) 6 impressions by the GP method, ld. ld. 
ld. ld. ld. ld. (six times ld.) 

and in consequence thereof any horizontal row 
of six printed impressi!ons will disclose in the 
case of-

(c) The DLR 1914-15 vintage-horizontal 
and vertical positional variations of ( 1) 
numerals to symbols, (2) numerals to 
stops, ( 3) symbols to stops. 

(b) The GP 1927-28 vintage.-positional 
constancy is maintained thoroughout, 
i.e, no variations of relative positions of 
(1) numerals to symbols, (2) numerals 
to stops, (3) symbols to stops. 

(To be continued) 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Control strips of Union 2nd Transvaal 
also mint blocks, cards and envelopes 
of many African countries. 

E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom. 

Exchange desired with collectors in all 
countries from the North Pole to the 
South P:ole. Send 50 or 100 different 
varieties of your country and receive 
in return 50 or 100 different United 
States of EQUAL VALUE. No torn 
or damaged stamps given or w2.nted
only stamps off paper exchanged. We 
exchange value for value. 

'\V. L. Bedard, Post Office Box 637, 
Detroit 31, Michigan, U.S.A. 

\Vanted: Cayman Islands. Mint and :lne 
used. 

B. Simpkins, 4 7 Tulbagh Mansions, 
Hospital Hill, .Johannesburg. 

TIN CAN MAIL 
The Tin Can Mail is no more. The island 

of Niu-a-fO':rn, whence this famous mail ser
vice came, has been evacuated by its 1,300 in
habitants because of volcanic eruptions 
threatening the whole existence of the island. 
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COMMANDO BRIEF. 
SOME COMMENTS 

By E. F. HURT, B.P.A. 

It appears to me waste of time to quibble 
over mere nomenclature. Whether this is to 
be designated a "stamp" or a "label" matters 
little, particularly as no one has yet bee~ able 
to define what is a "stamp" to the satisfac
tion of everyone else. After all have not cer
tain handstamps been called "stamps" and 
are not the vignettes on postal stationery 
also "stamps"? On the contrary we must re
member that the official designation of postal 
adhesives has, on more than one occasion, 
been "labels." "Franks" is probably the cor
rect term and less likely to cause disagree
ment. 

Further it appears to me that, without "the 
book of words," it is a mistake to question 
whether Hochapfel was authorised to issue 
these labels or not. It appears pretty clear, 
from visual evidence and deduction, that Hoch
apfel did hold the post of fieldpostmaster. 
This Campaign was largely guE;rilla w~r:f are 
carried out under very uncertam cond1t10ns, 
and it is no new thing for both a field com
mander and even a field postmaster to be 
given a certain amount of discretion as to how 
he carried out his duties, provided that he kept 
to the letter of the regulations. And the main 
regulation was not that the burghers should 
have free postage but that the postal admin
istration should not be defrauded of any 
revenue. The latter is surely a sine qua non. 

Free postage or a reduced postage rate was 
not the prerogative of the burghers nor were 
they the first to be accorded this privilege, 
which had already been accorded to troops 
on active service over many decades and in 
the forces of many nationalities. But the bane 
of the postal admfoistration under such privi
leged regulations has always been the misuse 
of the privilege both by those to whom it was 
granted and by those who were not authorised 
to benefit thereby, i.e., the non-combatant pub
lic. It was for this reason that, finding that 
a few drinks of cheap wine or other consum
able liquor or a few sous, given to an ill paid 
French poilu, would extract from him a will-: 
ingness to pass letters from the public through 
the field service at the reduced soldiers' letter 
rate, that in 1895, the French Army Post
master in New Caledonia had labels made to 
def eat this defrauding of the posal adminis
tration. These labels bore at first an inscribed 
face value of 10 centimes, that being the dif
ference between the 25 centimes chargeable 
on a civilian letter and the 15 centimes rate 
accorded to the serving soldier. 

These "10 centimes" labels were banned by 
the Postal Administration, as being against 
the postal laws, since they had a recognisable 
face value. Therefore later editions of the 
"frank labels" bore no inscribed face value. I 
am going to suggest here that this is why 
Hochapfel's labels also bear no face value, since 
such a circumstance is against the rules of 
most postal administrations, apart from the 

fact that the soldiers' rate in this case was 
free, not merely reduced. 

Now the French labels mentioned were 
supplied to the troops, who affixed them with 
the necessary 15 centime stamp to their letter, 
and as a safeguard against their misuse, the 
labels were "cancelled" with the handstamp of 
the officer or N.C.O. in charge of the corps 
or regiment. 

A direct parallel to this, of later times, is 
the "Postal Seal" issued for the British troops 
in Egypt, which again was merely a sign 
that the letter was not from a civilian and 
was therefore accorded the privilege rate and 
recognised by the Egyptian Post Office. 

Under other circumstances and on in
numerable occasions, at different periods and 
in different campaigns, both French and Ger
man, among other nationalities, have, instead 
of labels, used handstamps to denote the same 
thing. But labels were again issued-without 
face value-in many cases for "free" 
prisoner-of-war correspondence, such as those 
issued by the Swiss Red Cross for French in
ternees during the Franco-Prussian War, by 
Holland for Belgian Prisoners-of-War in the 
First World War and by the Dutch Red Cross, 
in displaced persons internment camps, after 
this last war. 

It seems reasonable to suppose that Hoch
apfel realised that through friendliness or for 
a consideration his burghers were passing civil
ian mail under the annotation "In Veld
dienst," etc., and he took the best steps to 
overcome this loss to the Postal Administra
tion. 

1'hat Hochapfel's labels were merely a 
"stunt" must be definitely ruled out-from 
the philatelic point of view-because of their 
rather widespread usage over a comparatively 
short period. 

To suggest that these were a speculation 
rather distorts the word "speculation," which 
surely implies the lay-out of capital in order 
to reap a possible profit. We have no evidence 
that anything was charged for such labels, 
apart from the fact that no face value is in
dicated, and it is hard to imagine a burgher 
paying for such labels for postal purposes 
when his postage was free! Actually, to the 
contrary, such labels must either have been a 
liability on Hochapfel himself or the cost of 
printing charged to the Postal Administration. 
It would, of course, be interesting to see the 
original postal administration accounts and to 
discover whether the printing of these labels 
was actually paid for by that body in Bloem
fontein. 

Perhaps Messrs. Williams and I were in the 
wrong in including the Commando Brief in the 
"Catalogue of Local Stamps," though, in do
ing so, while we may have stretched a point 
through author's privilege, we did not defi
nitely say that they were locals in any of the 
many meanings in which that term is used. 
Rather our intention was to include them as 
being an effort of a private party (Mr. Hoch
apfel), as were most other issues we listed, on 
the one hand, and to give them some recog
nition, with what accompanying information 
we could gather, for the benefit of philatelistis 
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who could not find them in other catalogues. 
Also seeing that they are bound up with ·~he 
postal history and postal services of South 
Africa we consider them of interest and there
fore not to be thrown into the limbo of 
oblivion. Hence their inclusion in the Ap
pendix and not in the main body of the cata
J ogue referred to. 

In a way it might be argued that these labels 
did represent postage, although to the burgher 
postage was free, as the actual cost of carry
ing the mails had to be paid for someway and 
that out of the pockets of the Boer Republic 
population, in just the same way that the Free 
parliamentary franks are lined up. Before dis
missing this argument please consider the 
status of normal adhesives-overprinted or not 
-used by many Government Departments. 
These are only applied for accountancy pur
poses since such postage only passes from one 
Government pocket to another and ultimately 
is nullified in the accounts of the Treasury! 
Are such stamps the ref ore "stamps" or not? 

No, I think that we can regard these-under 
whatever name each individual philatelist 
cares to give them-as a very interesting piece 
of postal material and Mr. Hochapfel can be 
congratulated on having solved a very head
achy problem without any aspersion of specu
lation. 

I have seen Miss Leighton's interesting 
covers, both that from Colenso (the mark as 
previously recorded for that place) and also 
those from Modder River. I was particularly 
interested in the latter as I have myself a 
cover from Modder River with the 'Same date 
as two of hers, and since all three are ad
dressed to J acobsdal the coincidence made me, 
until I saw them, suspicious that someone had 
addressed a batch of letters there on one day 
for philatelic (collector's) purposes. But all 
three covers are to different addresses (mine 
to the Postmaster at Jacobsdal) and all ad
dressed in different handwriting. It is therefore 
merely the long arrn of concidence that these 
three covers have been salved. 

Finally as regards the sheets of these stamps 
(pardon, "labels"). The setting is, as Dr. 
Pirie has pointed out-the stamps being plate
able or typable. But I am doubtful if it is 
strictly correct to state that they were in 
"sheets" of 20 as the two sheets I have, by 

the width of margins (wide and narrow) and 
the fact that the narrow margins are per
forated each side, as a gutter margin, seem 
to be only panes from what was probably a 
sheet of four panes, i.e., 80 stamps in all. 

* * * HOLLAND 
The details, given in a previous issue, of 

the new numeral type stamps were obtained 
from the stamps themselves. Confirmation 
has now been obtained from the magazine, 
"Mijn Stokpaardje," which goes on to say 
that their issue was necessitated by a revision 
of postal rates and forecasts further values 
in the "Konijnenburg" type, viz., 6ct., 35ct. 
and 45ct. Of these the 6ct. has been received 
on correspondence, the colour being vermilion 
and other particulars similar to that known 
for this issue. A further forecast is the pos
sible change of colour of the 20ct., which is 
now the rate for foreign postage and to con
form to the Universal Postal Union's require
ments should be in blue. The present colour 
is violet. 

New postal stationery has been issued, all in 
conformity with the revised rates, and three 
new denominations, llct., 16ct. and 40ct., in 
the postage due series provided. 

The December, 1946, issue of the Child Wel
fare sets was designed by Miss Bieruma
Oosting, a pupil of the artists, Albert Roelofs 
and W. A. Konijnenburg, the latter himself a 
designer of stamps. Miss Bieruma-Oosting 
had been struck by the generally subdued air 
of the children depicted on these issues in the 
past and therefore deliberately chose the child 
on the merry-go-round in order to break with 
tradition. 

The restrictions on the export of stamps 
remain severe. In this the Netherlands In
dies have set the mother country an example, 
for while a measure of control is maintained, 
regulations have been framed to allow of ex
change bebveen collectors in the Indies and 
those residing elsewhere, up to the value of 
100 gulden ( approximately £10) per month; 
the outgoing stamps being handled by the 
Netherlands Indies Society of Stamp Collec
tors in a manner similar to that obtaining in 
Britain when the B.P.A. was the medium of 
export. J.W.S. 

l!l 1111111111111111111 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111!:11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111!) 

~ Fi11e British tJ0l011ials : ~ 
Selections of the above are sent on approval to serious collectors against references. 

Range I. Early issues, which can be selected from at one-third 
of catalogue price. 

Range 2. Modern issues (1900 on) in mint state, mostly at 
50% off catalogue. 

Range 3. Modern issues ( 1900 on) superb used, mostly at 50% 
off catalogue. 

J. BIRD, 116, Highlands Heath, London, S.W.15, England 
[!]1111111111 1111111 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,[i') 
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B.C.O.F. JAPAN 1946 
The 3d. brown K.G. VI stamp of Australia 

has been heavily overprinted with the caption 
shown above (B.C.O.F. standing for British 
Commonwealth Occupation Forces). Austra
lians form the largest contingent of these 
forces. Apparently there was big buying of 
the unoverprinted Australian 3d. with black
market money and the stamps were sent back 
to Australia for sale to the P.O. at a small 
discount on face. The postal authorities 
adopted this overprinting to stop the practice. 
There is sure to be a big run on them! 

USED PEACE ISSUES 
\Vanted in large or small quantities also current 
and recent issues of Basutoland, Bechuanaland, N. 
Rhodesia, Nyasaland. S. Rhodesia, Swaziland and 

S.W. Africa. 
Send or quote at your lowest prices, will forward 

cash by Air. 
If required can send Colonial sets and singles, also 
I•juropean \Var issues in exchange. Let me know 

your requirements. 

B. SAVITZ, 
Wholesale Stamp Dealer, 

69 Greenvale Rd., Eltham, London, S.E.9. 
:\!ember B.P.A. London. P.T.S. London, S.D.A. 

Bolton. 

GREECE 
The late'St Greek issues are two commemora

tives of the statesman Pan. Tsaldaris ( 1867-
1936), and one value (8 v) of the Victory set 
representing the Battle of Pindos. The other 
value (7 v) is due later. Thanks to K. Cata
calos for 'Specimens. 

The 

KENYA le RETOUCHED 
Reference to this retouch noted in our Janu

ary issue, "Gibbons' Stamp Monthly" for 
January now reports that they have now seen 
this stamp (No. 86 on sheet, plate number 
2-2-4 B) with the flaw ( an area of weak lines 
making a whitish patch in the left-hand value 
tablet) which the retouch was made to cor
rect. It is, of course, collectable with the re
touch itself and they quote 'Specimens at 10s. 
each. 

WE WISH TO BUY 
SETS PACKETS KILOWARE 

SINGLE STAMPS 
As the largest wholesale stamp firm in the 

t:nited States, we are ('Onstant buyers, in large 
wholesale quantities, of all kinds of postage 
stamps. 

Send us a detailed list of :vour offers, which 
will receive our prompt, eareful attention. 
Heferpncps will be sPnt on request (if you do 
not already know us) so that you may deal 
with us with eornplete eonfidence. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. Boston 17, Mass. 
U.S.A. 

BRAZIL 
It does not need much to stimulate the pro

duction of a commemorative here. The latest 
one, reported to us by Dr. Mario de Sanctis, 
is for the fourth national Orchid Show. It is 
of 40 cts value, an upright blue rectqn~le ;md 
within it a red, white and yellow orchid. 
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I SOCIETY NEWS 
····--············ 

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

Pre~fdPnt; !,'._ C. Ferguson; Hon. Sec., H. End-e
man, I .n. I,o~ a14: _lfeeting8, 1st and 3rd ::\Iondays, 
8 p.m., Techmcal College. 
January :?O: 

. 'l';1e meeting_ haYJng .,been ~eheduled as a "Swap
prnc: ~nd _Anl"t10n Sale· e,·emng, was well attended 
and, JlHlgrng by the Yolnme of swapping as well as 
the fine material offered for sale by auction E!venings 
of this deseription appear to bf' ,velcomed' Irv rnem
hi>rs. ~Ir. ,vatson exhibit<~d a Yer:v fine collection of 
l'ietori~1ls which included some high values. Novelties 
are. ~till a feature and on this occasion Dr. Hack 
exlubited a 1946 Freneh rXESCO issue; :\Ir. Gass 
a block of one dollar TT.S.A. with the denomination 
printed in the eolonr of the fin• dollar stamp; Mr. 
s\lton a Trinidad Centenary issue, and l\lr. ,volter 
a 194 7 Zumstein Catalogue. 
FPhruary ~: 

This was the annnal ge1wral nweting, and tllf' 
rep?r_t~ of the various sPctions of the Sodety's 
act1~·Ities_ !'lhmved it to bf' in a lwalthy condition. 

\' hen it eanlf' to tlw election of office-hearers the 
PrPsident, :\Ir. F. C. Ji'p1•guson, was rP·Plectea.' ::\'lr. 
,T. .l. \Yi Ison did not seek - re-elf'f•lion as Hon. Secrf'
tary, but hopPs now to have time to ct<>vote to the 
n~ounting of the SoeiPty'R rnion collection. :\Ir. H. 
},JHl/>nan was Plf'et<><l in his nlaef'. 

It waR very pleasing to not<> the enthm,iaRm with 
wl!ich the proposal to confer Honorary Life )-IembPr
i;:J11p upon Dr. Rollf'rt Droom was rPCf'iV('(l and ap
IH"OVN1. . Dr. Droom has be0n a kePn colfoctor of 
~tamps srncf' a_ youth. and hf' still pursueR the hobby 
Ill a most actn-e way rlespitf' his Pighty years. He 
has long. been a nwmher of thf' 8oeif'ty, :mrl his 
~·esPareh rnto the stamps of tlw Transvaal Republic 
IS WPll known. Hearty congratulations, Doctor! 

I-I.E. 

* :\L\.SIIOX.-\L.\XD PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Cllairnwn, C. ,v. Landf'l': Hon. SP('., I. \Y. Noar, r:,o. Dox -li56, 8alisburv: Jfepti11r,.~. 2nd \YPd1wsdays, 

J:o~rd Room of the Electricity Supply Commission, 
Salisbury. 

"'e han' not lward mueh from this Rociety of late, 
so ,,vere pleasPd to r<>eeiYP a rf'JlOl't of tlwir seventh 
annual gP11Pral meeting hPld on .Tanuarv 1G. 

RPports of the :v<>ar's working: showP<l a stPadv in
crPase in lllf'mberRhip, the roll bf'ing now 66, of ,vhom 
~2 arf' eountry memhers. Enthusiasm was improv
rng, although not :vet what it might lw; this was 
attrihutalJle 1'0 such faetors as lack of up-to-date 
<·atalogupf.l giving stamp valUPf.l and to the Rtill nPr
,-:istin.!! shortage of stamps for snle and exc-ha:nge. 
s\etually the Pxehange circnit showP<l an inne::tRe in 
salPs by some 20 per cent., although the number of 
books was lf'l"s than tlw prpvions yf'ar. 

At the Plection of office-bearP1·R :\fr. C. \Y. LnndPr 
was Plf'etPd chairman for a third tp1•m. anrl :\Ir. I. 
\Y. Xoar waR rP·PleetPd Hon. 8e<'retary !lnd 'rreasurPr. 

'rhf' Soeiety has bePn askf'd by thf' Governmf'nt to 
appoint onf' of its memhf'rs to Rerve on an offil"ial 
committeP to considf'r new designs for Rtamps. 'rhiR 
request waR recPiVP<l with anprontl. anrl )Ir. ,Y. C. 
Robertson waR appointed, with )Ir. C. ,v. Lander as 
nltPrnate. 

* 
::\IARITZBl:-RG PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

C'ha.irman, C. R. Turner; Secretnr.11. R. :'.\Iorton, 
P.O .. Box 328, PietPrmaritzhurg; JlePting8, 2nd Fri
i~~·e~f each month at the \\'omen's Club, 211 Burger 

Only a modPrate number of members turned out 
to the February meeting, probably on account of the 
oppressive lwat. 

s\fter the usua I husinPss harl been concluded. the 
sf>cretary gave his talk on "Practieal Tips on St·unp 
Collecting." ' 

TI_ie !a!k covf>red the ground from the time when 
an rncipient collector had to make up his mimf 
wha~ to ~ollect and took him through the stage of 
~ettrng Ins stamps in fit state for mounting, choos
ing an album, to the final writing up of his collection. 
. ::\!any practical tips were given and the talk was 
~~\\~~~~~i? by suitable pages from the secretary's 

At the conclusion of the talk a number of mem
bers ai;;ked questions and replies were given. 

Several members brought items for display, among 
theRe hPing a miniature sheet recently issued in the
~l~}~:~n~one in Germany; this was shown by F. s. 

On aeeount of tllf' short ti.me available the debate
on GU::\[ or STA:\IPS had to be left onr. 

R.:\I. 

* 
EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, C. P. Durkin; Hon. Sec., A. \V. Stander,. 
P.O. Box 694, East London; Meetings, 2nd Fridays,. 
above Colosseum Theatre Tea Room, at 7.45 p.m. 

I hope the Editor will grant more than usual space
to report the February meeting, which was mem
orable. ~o less than twe!Ye visitors attended, to• 
~e1 her with a very large number of members, aml 
tour new members were elected. 

The philatelic fare was varied and interesting, and 
worthy of the occaRion. 

:\Ir. S. H. Powler, who a·t the end of last yea1· 
resigned the Hon. Secretaryship after nine y(•ars• 
note,vorthy service, waR preRented with a de luxe 
album as a token of esteem. He has previously been 
enthusiastically voted a Hon. Life :\lembership. 

One member stated that he had been privileg(!d to 
see a· copy of a eireular letter addressed to the postal 
staff Pnjoininµ: tlwm to pay attention to the eancel
lation and preRervation of covers franked with Hoyal 
Visit stamps. All philatf'lists will thankfully wel
come this, after a previous too frequent lack of con
sideration on the part of the -Cnion Postal authori
ties. 

A newspaper cutting illustrating a con'r bearing 
Hoyal Visit i;;tamps sent through the post some time 
before the official elate of issue, aroused interest and 
('Ollllllent. 

::\lrs. Alabaster showed two pagPs illustrating her
illea of a philatelic dinner, "before and after." [ 
would like to describe the menu in detail but spaee 
does not permit. .After Hors dOeuvres, 'l'urtle Soup 
{Cayman), Fish (Xpwfoundlarnl Cod), through a real 
banquet with appropriate bevl'rages and fimshing 
with cofl'Pe (::\IozarnbiquP) arnl egars (Cuba), one 
receiYecl final advice, "don't forget your umbrPlla"· 
(Coehin watPrmark-~East Londoners do not need urn
hrPilas), and an injunction "do not land here" 
(l'olic;> Sfation-8ah·ador). 

:\Ir. Paviour disp!ayPd l'.R .. .\. CommPmoratives, and 
rPad a Rhort papPr. Intrndueing the suhject. J\lr. 
Paviour Rtatnl : "A ('Olleetor who dislikPd cornnwm
orative stampR once remarkPd that collectorR have to
thank the LS.A. for commencing these isRnes- but 
lrn was wrong. ,Yhile I hani not made a search to
diseover the first c<>mm0morative stamp to he iRsuerl, 
I notP that x.s.,v. ii,,SUP0 a ('Ollllllf'IllOratiYe in 18fl0.'' 
( Suggestion to contributors- -would not an article· 
on the ori;.dn and J,rogression of commemorative is
sueR be of intPr<>st '?) 

.:\Ir. C'. H. Thornton tabled almost om> lnmdrpd 
coyers to illnR1TatP his short address on "Ship Post
marlrn on Stumps." 

Quoting :\Ii;. 'l'hornton, "Amongst the old onPs are 
the India lette1· markR of various ports in the South 
of England. 'rhese rf'fer to mail from the 1◄:ast and 
also from South Afriea before the opening of the· 
Suez Canal. 

A very 1·ar<> cover is the one with "London \Yith
drawn 8hip LPtter" whieh I imagine has been posted 
and then withheld for some reason. 

,Yreck postmarkR naturally fall under the "Rhip" 
eatPgory, and of these I show the wreek of the· 
AnRtralian ship "Colombo" in 1862 and one from the 
"Jpbba" wrPck about 1907. 

~fr. T. Harper displayed stamps of India from 
Vietorian to prPsent day iRsues. ::\Ir. Harper, a lover· 
and collector of the classical issues of most conn
trieR, gave a Rhort talk, pointing out that by main
taining a wide interE>st lw has bPen ablP to obtain 
many bargains (nothing i;;peetacular-he still works 
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for a li,·ing) frnm dealers' stock book8 and eircu-
13:ted 8tamp packets. He gave many in8tances whert-) 
lus knowledge has enabled him to buy stamps cata
logued at 10s., 15s., £1 or more for id., ½d., ld. or so. 

It sh<?Ul~l at the asme time be stressed that )Ir. 
Harpe_r 1s mterested pri!11arily in the stamp, and the 
financial aspect a pleasrng ''also ran." X.C.C. 

* THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 
. President, Mr. L. Buchen; Hon. Sec., Mr. J R. Jen

k~ns, P.O . .B_ox 49t.i7; .Meetings, 2nd Tuesdays, l:'ublic Library, 7.40 p.m. 
At the meeting held on February 11 the exhibitor ':a~ .:\Ir. J ounfa~1, who showed his fine collection of l,mted l:Hates of .America. 
The exhibit was strnng in commemoratives and ail" 

mail8, including the rare Columbus lsime. .:\lanv of 
the items shown were fine used specimens. fr. 

* PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
P_resident, l\Ir:. G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec., l\lr P. G. ~m1th, 13 Trafalgar Square, Port Elizabeth;· .Meetings, 1st and 3r_ct Tuesdays in Room 8, City Hall Basement, at 7.4n p.111. 
There was a large number of packets for auction when members met on l<'ebruary 4,. ' 
.A ttPmlauce was good, and business brisk. 
'l'he attPn1ance was not so large when the nweting ~fi!~~~cl Oil .I< ebruary l~, and Mr. Porbes was in the 
We are sonT to say that :\Ir. 'I'. II. Nicholson is 

stiH 01~ t\1e ~ick list, and we hope to have /Jetter news of 1nm 1n the near future. 
As the member responsible for tlw di:,;play was un

able to attend, .:\Ir. For~Ps once again stppped iuto 
the. breach, and tabled nO pages from his own col
lect10n. 'l'hese consisted of New South \Yales \Yest-
ern Australia, Victeria and New Zealand. ' 

The \\'estern Australian stamps dated from 183--l
and were of keen inten•st to the members. ' 
, The _Vil;to_ria_ 9ueens were strong-ly represente!l 
iffir/11. I• 01 be:,; 1s to be congratnlatt>d oil his fine 

After the displ1;1-y there_ we1:e oYer 130 packets for 
sale. !he matenal eom111g forward for auction is not qmte _thE: typ,• that nwmbers rt>quire at present, 
~s the. maJonty of tlw members prefer Uritish Colon
ials, either mint or used. 

Aftpr a nJte of thanks was accorded to Mr. Ii'orhes, 
the meeting dosed at \).30 p.m. L.JiJ.C. 

* CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, C. G. l\Iummery; II on. Secretary, S. 

Kaganson, P.O. Box 1973; Jlleetingis, ~nd ano 4th 
Thursdays at Yorkshire Buildings, Strand Street, at 
7.30 p.m. 
.January 23, 19--l-7: 

~n _the occasion of his recent display of stamps 
dPr11ct1nµ: the heroes of lllf'<licine, Dr. I'ureell covered 
~he t:~bles with sorn~ of the pages from the alblllll8 111 winch hf' kePps Ins su1wrb collection. 

The scope of such an avenue for the serious or 
specialist eollect,or was well demonstrated, and as 
tl_1ere w~re but fpw that c:ommanded a high price, as 
l11gl_1 pr~ces go no-wadays, It offern a wonderful oppor
t,umty tor a full-time sideline or a junior wondering 
Just where he should start. nr. Purcell did not stop 
~t doctors, but in~lude<l all those who in any capac-
1t~ had helped rn the furtherance of this great 
sc1<.>nce. 

Prof~ssoi· f-mith found in the matter of moving a 
vote of thanks to the exhibitor a subject that ,vas 
very close to his heart, and I found his remarks ther<:> 
an<.>nt of as great int<.>rest as was the viewing of the 
stamps. It was a very interesting evening. 
February 13, 1947 : 

:\lr .. J. L. Oat<.>s found the tables offprpd space for 
()nly a portion of his air mail collection, but his judi
cious selection of the items made for a v<>ry informa
tive an<l interesting display. Practically <.:Yery issue 
had oue or more rPpresentations, and every stamp 
issuing country was included. It would appear that 
air mails offer Yariety and numbers almost as great 
as the whol<> world did a decade ago, and the qu<>s
tion of spN~ialising in such issues will soon become 
.as acute as is the case of ordinary issues now. 

G.H.G. 

THE JEWISH GUILD PHILATELIC SECTION 
Chairrnan, Mr. H. Marcuson; Hon. Sec., Mr. I. Isaacs, 910 His Majesty's Buildings, Eloff Street, Jo

hannesburg; Meeti-ngs, last Thursdays, at the Jewish 
Guild Memorial Hall, Von Brandis Street, Johannes
burg. 

At the meeting held on January 30, l\Ir. H. B. 
l\Iarcusou showed a portion of his modern Empire 
collection. The exhibit consisted of Malta, Cyprus and Gibraltar and all the rare moderns were includ<.>d . 

At the meeting held on February ~O, .:\cir. L. Buchen 
slH1wt>d the (ierman occupation issues of Poland and 
Czechoslon1kia. It was interesting to see ho~v . w~ll printed some of these issues were. The exl11b1t 111 
all made a colourful :,;how. 

'.rhe 1wxt meeting of thf' ~ection will be its annual 
general meeting, and it will be held on .:\larch f1: 

* * * 
GERMAN EAST AFRICA 

Under the heading of "Cancellations, rare, 
curious or little known," M. Andre de Cock 
deals in "Le Philateliste Belge for January 
with the postal organisation in German East 
Africa during 1914-18. He illustrates _a num
ber of the Franks used and the special war 
postmarks, in addition to listing all the post 
offices operating. 

* 
PHILATELIC LITERATURE 

Messrs. Harris Publications, Ltd., are now 
dealing only in current philatelic publicati~ms 
and have disposed of their vast stocks of phila
telic literature to Mr. F. Hugh Vallancey, 7 
The Drive, Sidcup, Kent. Mr. Vallanc~y ~ad 
the biggest stock in the world of this kmd 
up to 1941, but it was all _destroyed by e~e~y 
action. He is now again m the same posit:on 
through this deal and is ready to meet phila
telic literature "wants." 

H. R. HARM.ER 
Their New York office reports that the final 

"Roosevelt" sale took place on 18th Decem
ber last. This sale consisted largely of what 
might be termed "personal items" such a_s 
covers signed by the President, consular mail 
correspondence, covers from admirers in the 
U.S.A. and throughout the world generall¥· 
Prices were high, although apparently th1s 
was for .sentimental rather than for purely 
philatelic reasons. 

The London office records a recent amusing 
political sensation which has created a minor 
philatelic rarity. 

The H.Q. of the Conservative Party intro
duced a new slogan in their meter franking 
machine reading "A Happy New Year and a 
New Government Soon." This had been passed 
by the postal authorities but after a couple 
of days they ordered its withdrawal, stating 
that if this was done the second half of the 
slogan would be obliterated. 

The obliteration was carried out in some 
instances, but not all. The party then with
drew the slogan from use. 

Mr. Harmer purchased the die and speci
mens of the banned slogan and of obliterated 
wording was sold for charity at the recent 
London Philatelic Exhibition. 
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RECENT UNION PRINTINGS 
The Publicity Officer of the G.P.O. forwards 

the following information as to quantities of 
stamps, etc., printed during the period 13.11.46 
to 18.2.47. This continues the record given 
in our February issue. 

(a) Pictorial Postage Stamps 
M.-J ob 560 continued. 189,875 sheets x 240 

delivered to date. Cylinders as before. 
2d.-J ob 10,808 continued. From cylinders 

8 Int. and 21 Ext. the quantity delivered to 
date is now 466,500 sheets x 120. 

3d.-Job 8,107. An order for 50,000 sheets 
x 120 given. No delivery to date. 

6d.-J'Ob 606. An order for 10,000 sheets x 
240 given. No delivery to date. 

(b) Roll Stamps 
ld.-Job 9,979 continued. No further delivery. 

(c) Inland Pictorial Postcards 
ld.-J ob 8,674 continued. Deliveries from 

Cylinders 86 and 87 now total 2,664,960 cards. 

(d) Air Letter Cards 
6d.-J ob 6,887 continued. Deliveries from 

Cylinder 71 now total 4,562,544. 

(e) Royal Visit Stamps 
ld.-J ob 8,353. 122,500 sheets x 240 de

livered between 2.1.47 and 30.1.47. Cylinder 
10 Int. and 6913 Ext., new. 

2d.-J ob 8,354. 241,500 sheets x 120 de
livered between 2.1.47 and 30.1.47. Cylinders 
6912, new. A further 289,102 sheets x 120 
delivered between 6.2.47 and 18.2.47, printed 
from Cylinder 39, new. 

3d.-Job 8,355. 47,000 sheets x 120 delivered 
between 21.1.47 and 13.2.47. Cylinder 17, new. 

(f) "Official" Stamps 
ld.-.J ob 9,909. 500 sheets x 240 supplied by 

the P.M.G. from stock and overprinted on. 
23.1.47 with "Offisieel--Official" on a flat-bed 
machine from old formes. 

Hd.-Job 9,910. 249 sheets x 240 similarly 
supplied and overprinted, 30.1.47. 

ls.-J ob 8,654. 320 sheets x 120 similarly 
supplied and overprinted, 21.11.46. 

2s. 6d.-J ob 8,654. 200 sheets x 60 simi
larly supplied and overprinted, 21.11.46. 

(g) "Douane" 
ls.-J ob 8,356. 200 sheets x 120 supplied by 

the P.M.G. from stock and overprmted 
"Douane'' on a flat-bed machine fron1 old 
formes, 21.11.46. 

(h) S.W.A. Royal Visit Stamps 
Job 32,246. Stamps supplied by P.M.G. from 

stock and :overprinted S.W.A. on a flat-bed 
machine from ne\v f ormes. 

ld., 12,000 sheets x 240 delivered between 
6.2.47 and 18.2.47. 

2d., 16,000 sheets x 120 delivered between 
4.2.47 and 6.2.47. (See note further on.) 

3d., 11,000 sheets x 120 delivered on 6.2.47. 
(i) S.W.A. Pictorial Postcards 

ld.-Job 32,512. 19,200 cards supplied by 
P.M.G. from stock and overprinted S.W.A. on 
a flat-bed machine from old formes, 16.1.47. 

Union Stamps and Cancellations 
Last month we illustrated the special can

cellation applied at Pretoria on first day 
covers. An almost identical mark has been 
used on the Royal Train P.O. and any date 
other than that of day of issue (l 7.II.47), may 
be taken as indicative :of use on the train. 
There are slight differences between the "First 
day" mark and the "Royal Train" marks 
which will be commented on further in our 
next issue. Covers from the public in g-en
eral, however, had to be sent through the 
G.P.O., Pretoria, as no one other than Train 
staff was all'Owed access to the Train P. 0. 
Registered covers from it had a rubber stamp 
mark in violet; the mark had the usual large 
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R on the left and on the right "Royal Train/ 
Koninklike Trein/No .... " 

ld. stamps: No varieties reported. 2d. 
stamps: We are still not in a position to re
port how sheets from the two different 
cylinders can be distinguished. Sheet numbers 
(some of which are in black and some in red) 
do not help, but a curious fact about thes·e 
numbers has become apparent; in the past 
the numbering machine stopped at 9,999 and 
then began again, now it registers five 
figures, presumably up to 99,999. 

Some individual stamps (Ro x, Stamp No. 
y) ca~ ~e distinguished by "fly-marks'' on 
one prmtmg, but not on the other; this does 
not help, ho,vever, with stamps in general 
from the two printings. 

There are some definitely light. and some 
definitely dark sheets, but again these do not 
3:ppear to correspond with the printings, both 
light and dark shades occurring in one and 
the same printing. 

[As we go to press, Mr. W. N. Sheffield 
has sent in notes on the Union and S.W.A. 
stamps. They are too long for insertion in 
full, but we give here the main feature he de
scribes as distinguishing the two cylinder 
varieties of the 2d. denominati-on. 

Look at the scroll bearing the words, in white 
letters, "SOUTH AFRICA" or "SUID
AFRIKA." In what he terms Printing "A" 
(which is practically certainly that from 
Cylinder 6912) the lettering stands on a bar 
of colour (just the height of the letters) 
darker than the rest of the scroll above and 
helow the letters; in Printing "B'' (from 
cylinder 39) the colouring of the scroll is of 
the same shade throughout the whole of the 
lettered portion of it. 

Other features he mentions will be given 
next month.-Ed.] 

We are informed by the Publicity Officer 
that the first 10,000 sheets overprinted S.W.A. 
came from the first printing ( Cyl. 6,912) ; the 
balance from the second printing ( Cyl. 39). 

3d. stamps: We hear that the quantity of 
stamps printed, as reported above, has proved 
insufficient and that there has been an extra 
printing. Also that the amount overprinted 
for S.W.A. was exhausted and more had to be 
made. We cannot yet give quantities. 

A fair number of small flaws have been re
ported as constant. Most are very small "fly
specks'' and unimportant; the more noticeable 
seem to be the following: 
3rd row, stamp 6. Gash on left arm of Princess 

.Elizabeth. 
8th row, stamp 5. A circular water stain about 

§ in. in diameter above Princess Elizabeth's 
head. 

9th row, stamp 1. A dot in the "D" of the 
left-hand 3d. 

16th row, stamp 5. A dark mark in Princess 
Margaret's hair. 

19th row, stamp 2. A blur across Princess 
Elizabeth's eyes. 

fd. Shade 

Stanley Gibbons report that they have been 
shown some copies of the !d. "Springbok type" 
with the centre in a brownish grey as opposed 
to the usual bluish grey, and regard it as 
worthy of catalogue status, not as a mere 
shade. Has this been seen locally? 

The Latest 6d. 

Record has already been made of this re
drawn, slightly smaller sized stamp. The ac
tual size of the design is 22 x 18 mm. as 
against the previous 22~ x 18~ mm. and the 
white (perforated) gutter between adjacent 
stamps is 2 mm. wide as against the previous 
Hmm. 

There are several small differences in the 
actual design, but the most apparent is in the 
scroll shaped like a question mark in the two 
upper corners. In the previous stamp this 
was open and the horizontal lines of the back
ground penetrated into it; in the redrawn de
sign the scroll is closed up and is not pene
trated by the lines of the background. 

Rare Tete-Beches 

In H. R. Harmer's sale of 25th February 
there were put up specimens of the following 
rare tete-beche items: ~d. (S.G. 30ba), ld 
(S.G. 31aa), and 2d. (S.G. 44). The first two 
were pairs but the last was a Mock of six 
(3 x 2), the right-hand block showing tete
beche pairs; this fetched £100 and its sale was 
considered a sufficiently important piece of 
general news to be reported both over the 
B.B.C. wireless from London and through 
Reuters in the South African press generally. 

S.W.A. "Officials" 

Mr. W. E. de Groot, Jr., writing from Penn
sylvania, U.S.A., reports the following variety 
in the current id., Hd., and 6d. official stamps: 
The first stamp in the second row has over
print OFFISIEEL with a flat sided O on the 
left of the letter, causing it to resemble a letter 
D. This must be constant as it is the same on 
all three denominations. 

Union Catalogue 

By the time this appears in print the new 
Union Catalogue should be out and on general 
sale. Actually some copies were sent out some 
time ago and reviews have appeared in the 
public press. They were, however, on very 
poor quality paper, illustrations did not stand 
out well and there were serious errors. These 
copies have been withdrawn and will be re
placed by good paper. 

We regret to hear that Mr. A. E. Basden, 
seni:or Editor of the Catalogue, has been 
rather seriously ill, but is reported now to be 
on the mend. We trust he will make a rapid 
and complete recovery-he will, at any rate, 
not now have the worries of the (?atalogue 
(which have been severe) to retard him. 
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"ROY AL VISIT" PHILA TEL -Y 
Now that the bustle about first-day covers 

and most of the special cancellations is over, 
there is time to take stock. 

A report appeared in the public press that 
imperf. or part imperf. stamps were found in 
Cape Town, but so far we have not heard ac
curate details. 

Protectorates 
Apparently in all three the serv1cmg of 

covers was a much bigger job than had been 
anticipated, and the cancelling of "First Day" 
covers went on long after the 17th February. 
But they all received the proper day of issue 
date! Stocks of some values, especially shil
lings, we hear were exhausted about mid
March, but more are said to be coming from 
London. 

The special cancellation used in Basutoland 
on the days of the actual Royal visit to 
Maseru (11-12 March) was of the normal 
double circle type 29 mm. diam., with "Royal 
Visit/Basutoland" between the circles and the 
date in one line across the centre. 

Collectors, or some at any rate, had hoped 
to be able to get Basutoland stamps with the 
Royal Train cancellation but they were dis
appointed. On previous occasions, e.g., the 
Prince of Wales' tour this had been allowed, 

but this time the Train P.O. would not cancel 
Basutoland stamps, even when presented by 
train staff. 

The special cancellation used in Swaziland 
on 25th March was like the Basutoland one but 
with "Swaziland." 

The Bechuanaland special cancellation does 
not take place till 17th April, on the Royal 
Party's run through that territory on their way 
down to Cape Town from Rhodesia. 

We have to thank the African Collectors' 
Exchange for specimens of their special First 
Day covers, duly postmarked in all areas. 

Southern Rhodesia 
The Postal Authorities have intimated that 

the canceller to be used on the Royal Train 
P.O. whilst it is in Rhodesia will be the same 
as used in the Union. 

Some commercial firms in Rhodesia have 
produced very attractive envelopes for use as 
"First Day Covers" and the Mashonaland 
Philatelic Society has a special envelope with 
a card inside marked Facsimile, which has 
the heading "Mashonoland Philatelic Society/ 
April-Salisbury-1947" and then "With humble 
duty and loyal devotion from/the President 
and members/of the/Mashonaland Philatelic 
Society." Presumably this is a copy of one be
ing sent to H.M. the King. 
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~be <!ommonblealtb ~tamp <!op., 
The age of the general collector is almost over. There was a time ,vhen such a tl.!ing- was 

possihle, hi'it greedy - governments with their 11e,v sets every week-(they don't know ye,f that 
they have aln-'ady killPd tlw goosP which laid the golden Pggs and that it is only its poRt-ohitum 
kickR they seP, not life) drove collectors to confine their activ.ities to the issues of countriPs, who 
produce stamps for postage as well as philately, hence the wide world popularity of British Com-
monwE>alth productions. . 

Of course supplies of the earlier stamps were quite inadequate to cope with such a demand: 
so the majority of collectors tool,: up K.G. VI issues, and no group could yield more pleasur•e and 
profit. 

As with collectors. so with dt>alPrs, and as time goC>s on we will prohably not be the only large 
firnJ de,-oting theii' entii'e energies to the sale of stamps of the, present reign: in thp m0auwhilP 
we w·ill carry on holding a pre-eminent position in our chosen field, and we never expP<'t to rpgret 
the step we took in Hrn8 when we disposed of all our stock of other stamps. 

During the war we ceased all mention of our new-issue strviee for with a rednePrl staff ,,'e 
had alrpadv as rnanv Bnh:;,c1·ihers as we could serve to our owru satisfaction (v,e set great store 
on sen-tee)- but now· with most of our staff back and our agents overseas reinforced, we are again 
able to eatt'r for a limited number of new subscribers. 

As already statefl we only han<lle<1 r,i.n-. VT stamps and it is natural that as speeialists in 
these issnes ·we "·ill he in a he-tte1· nosition to ohtain the elnsive .items (anyone ca11 dish ont the 
Crown Agents' offerings and apparently that's about all some do dish out, if the storif's of many 
recently acquired subseribPrs are to be believed)-than those firms who have to divide ti1eir 
energies on stamps of all the world, or even all stamps of the British Commonwealth. 

Anyhow you will know how yon got on during, say, the past twelve months. If yon got a 
good show of new stamps then by all means stay where you are: if you were let down rPpt>atedly 
and feel like a ehange, just g.ive us a chance to se1Te' you. Make no mistake about it, there are 
many ni<-e things in tlw offing, aIHl if you dirl not get the good things last year, maybe you will 
fare no hetter (111ri1~g the one ahead. 

\Yf' think our service is de luxP-though the charges are moderate and you will 11evN' regret 
the stpp if you will send fm particulars. 

\Ye also issue a price list, and we have yet to see a stocl, as comprehensive as ours. Prices 
are right aml the serTiee could not he bettered. 'l'he subscription to our list is only '2/- a yea1". 
It has a 'world-wide circulation and it has earned it. 

N.H. \Yould you like to join a new-issue service which really sets out to get all that is going: 
all tlw perfs. : all the shades if at all possible. A service run by a firm which devotes /J,,ll its energies 
to K.G. YI stamps. Send air-card for full particulars. 

~be <!ommontuealtb ~tamp <!op., 
7, JLtatber JLane, JLibtrpool 2: Cfnglanb. 

WEEKLY ST AMP 
AUCTION SALES 
CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 

Postal bids accepted 

EVERY 
TUESDAY 

12.45-2 p.m. 

• 
Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

HUGH M. LTD. 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

124, MARSHALL STREET, 

JOHA.NNESBURG 
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REVIEWS AND NOTICES. 
THE STANDARD CATALOGUE OF THE 

POSTAGE STAMPS OF THE WORLD, pub
lished by Whitfied King & Co., Ipswich. 
Price 15s. 6d. 
Owing to paper restrictions still in force the 

publishers have not been able to carry out their 
intention of producing this 1947 edition in two 
separate volumes so Part I, British Empire, 
and Part II, Foreign, still appear under one 
cover. 

The catalogue is about 100 pages larger than 
the 1946 one, with some 5,000 extra listings. 
As is well known, of course, :this catalogue does 
not go into great detail over watermarks, per
forations and minor varieties, although the 
firm caters for collectors in :these respects. 

Occupation and war issues are now fairly 
fully listed, although not yet in all instances 
completely and it has not been possible :to price 
all of them. This applies both to Europe and 
the Far East. Under Straits Settlements there 
are no fewer than 244 Japanese occupational 
stamps listed; more illustrations here would be 
de1sirable. , 

Prices are actual selling prices, and so far as 
we can judge, represent closely current values. 
On the whole the trend of these is upward al
though only spectacularly so in a few instances. 

A catalogue of very definite value to the 
general collector in need of something up-to
date. 
STANLEY GIBBONS, LIMITED. 

Mr. W. H. Andrews, Chairman and Joint 
Managing Direc.tor, has retired from the firm's 
service after forty-seven years with it. Mr. 
C. F. Phillips now becomes Chairman, and Mr. 
Stanley Phillips Managing Director. The latter 
has been joined by Mr. C. P. Rang as Joint 
Editor of "Gibbons' Stamp Monthly." 
F. HUGH VALLANCEY. 

We mentioned last month that Mr. Vallancey 
had bought the big philatelic library which be
longed to the late Albert Harris. We have re
ceived his "Guide to Philatelic Literature," 
No. 3, and his "Stamp Collector's Bulletin," 
No. 1. 'l'he former can be recommended to 
anyone on the look-out for philiatelic books or 
papers; the latter is an interesting booklet with 
a causerie on numerous philatelic subjects and 
personalities. 

EUGENE KLEIN STOCK. 
Messrs. H. R. Harmer, Inc., report that the 

extensive, stock of the late E. Klein, dealer of 
Philadelphia, has been passed to them for sale. 
They have so much in hand, however, and the 
stock is so large, that it is doubtful if it can be 
handled this year. 

The "name" is not being sold, as it is the 
intention of Mrs. Klein and her daughter, 
Dolores, to continue the auction business. 
BRITISH PERIODICALS TEMPORARILY 

SUSPENDED. 
The weather plus coal and power shortage 

has done what the Germans never succeeded in 
doing, viz., stopped the appearance of weekly 
papers, and possibly some fortnightlies or 
monthlies. The printing ban extended over il;he 
latter half of February. • 

WANTED 
3671 STAMPS 

To complete my World Collection 
of Normals from the first issue of 
every country to 1933 issues (in
clusive). Mint or good used, one 

copy of each only. 

Last month Mr. H. R. Harmer, of 
London, helped to reduce my wants 

to above figure. 

Portuguese India, Macao and 
Timor, amongst others, have many 

blanks. 

Want list of any country upon 
application. 

E. DUNT, 
Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

Fine British ~olonials : 
Selections of the above are sent on approval to serious collectors against references. 

Range I. Early issues, which can be selected from at one-third 
of catalogue price. 

Range 2. Modern issues ( 1900 on) in mint state, mostly at 
50% off catalogue. 

Range J. Modern issues ( 1900 on) superb used, mostly at 50% 
off catalogue. 

J. BIRD, 116, Highlands Heath, London, S.W.15, England 
@11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,r■J 
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ANGOLA 
Charity Sta1nps. Three values, 0.50 green, 

1.00 scarlet, and 1.50 brown are still in use; 
they were first issued in 1939 and are listed 
in Gibbons, altlhc.ugh Yvert does not yet cata
logue them. 

(Presumably they have to be applied on cer
tain days on inland correspondence compul
sorily, voluntarily on other days or on foreign 
correspondence-as is done in Mozambique.
Ed.) 

Air Mail Stcmps. Mr. Romeiras, of Ben
guela, reports that all issues of these are ex
hausted, and it is not yet known if there is 
to be a new series or not. 

* 
MOZAMBIQUE 

There is an acute shortage of stamps in this 
colony, and the following have had to be pre
pared locally-for urgent use, not for col
lectors: 

The 20E Lourenco Marques centenary 
stamp has had the special inscripti:on obliter
ated and a surcharge of 2E p.ut on. The 5E 
air mail regular issue has been surcharged 3E 
for ordinary surface use. There have also 

been issued special air tax . receipt ~tamp_s 
which have to be put on all mterna~ air l!lail 
and air mail to Portugal. These are m var10us 
colours, but the value for cash paid . is ap
parently put in separately by typewriter m 
black. Values so far are 1 dollar 20, 1 dollar 
60, 1 dollar 70, 2 doVars 90 and 3 dollars 50, 
but higher values are expected. • 

-The Robertson Stamp Co. 

* 
BRAZIL 

Dr. Mario de Sanctis reports two more 
commemoratives: (a) a 40c. in clear green 
with the head of General Gomes Carneiro on 
the centenary of his birth;_ (b) a 40c. in ~lt;a
marine with a reproduct10n of the bmldrng 
housing the Brazilian Academy of Letters, 
founded 50 years ago. 

BRITISH COLONIAL "VICTORIES" 
The perforations of these appear to be rather 

more complicated than was suggested in the 
note published in our last issue. Mr. E. A. 
Herbert in the 25th January "Stamp Collect
ing" reports the following:-

General or normal perforation, 13! x 14. 
Perforation 14 and normal: Bermuda, B. 

Guiana, B. Honduras, Ceylon, Cyprus, Fiji, 
Falklands, Malta, St. Vincent, Seychelles, 
Turks and Caicos. 

Perforation 14: Mauritius, N. Rhodesia. 
Perforation 14 x 13½ and normal: Gold Coast, 

Jamaica (possibly also a third variety of 
Jamaica). 

Perforation 14 and 14½: Kenya, Uganda and 
Tanganyika. 

* KENYA AND UGANDA 1922-27. 
An interesting article on this issue appears 

in "Stamp Collecting" of 1st February, based 
largely on :the specialised collection of Mr. Guy 
Proctor. Special points brought out are: (1) 
The 12c black haq a "life of only three months, 
but in this period there were two printings (a) 
jet black from a plate with double marginal 
lines, (b) grey black from a different plate with 
a single marginal line. The opinion is ex
pressed that the latter is the scarcer of the 
two and that the prices quoted for the two 
varieties should really be reversed. 

(2) The existence, not generally known, of 
a blue variety of the 5c stamp. It is believed 
that two sheets of this were issued, one at 
Mombasa, the other at Kisumu. Twenty-one 
copies of this are known :to Kenya specialists, 
all postally used. Efforts to turn the normal 
violet or green 5c stamps into this blue one by 
chemical means have failed. It would not, 
therefore, seem to be a changeling and it re
mains a mystery. 

* 
M.E.F. 

The 5/- and 10/- of Great Britain have now 
to be added to the list of stamps overprinted 
M.E.F. in Eritrea. 

Sets 

Packets 

Single 
Stamps 

As the largest wholesale' stamp 
firm in the United States, we are 
constant buyers, in wholesale 
quantities, of all kinds of 
postage stamps. 

Send us a detailed list of your 
offers, ·which will reC'eive our 
prompt, careful attention. Ref
erences will be sent on request 
(if you do not already know us) 

K"iloware so that you may deal with us 
with complete confidence. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
BOSTON 17. MASS. U.S.A. 
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Jolin P. Shin;:ler, 
B.P.A. 

POSTAGE STAMP DEALER, 

27 Terminus St., East London, C.P. 

Just Received :-Egypt: A most striking set 
of 4 values commemorating the International 
Contemporary Art Exhibition opened in Cairo 
on 9th :\larch. Mint set, 5s. 9d.; Used, 6s. 3d. 
New 10 :.\fills Air Stamp-the first of the new 
set of eight values-mint or used, 4d. each. 

China, Peace Set, 4 values, used, 2s. Gd. 

Austria, St. Stephens Church, a truly beauti
ful set of eight values mint, 8s. 6d. All postage 

extra. 

Pricelists : :\Iy pricelists of Egypt; Peace 
Issues; British Colonials, enions and S.\Y.A.; 
Foreigns, European "·ar Issues are free on 

request. 

S.A.. Philatelic Assoc-iation. This Postal Ex
change Club has a strong membership and 
there is a steady demand for better q_uality 
stamps. ,Yhy not sell your duplicates and· so 
make your hobby p~y for itself? Details gladly 

posted to you. 

II IT WOULD BE 

DIFFICULT 
to find a more informative 
Stamp Journal than the 

Founded by Albert H. Harris, and now 
in its 35th year of uninterrupted 

fortnightly publication. 

Demand in the U.K. exceeds supply, but 
we are granted extra paper for 

OVERSEAS RE.ADE.RS ONLY 
Subscription: 10/- per annum (post free} 

Published by 

HARRIS iPUBLICATIONS LTD. 
445, STRAND, LONDON, ENG. 

CHOICE COLONIALS 
BI~,CH;I~A~AI_:AND. 1886. ld. error 

rit1sh ("a) used ............ 300/0 
1886. 2d. error " ritish" (6a) used 550/0 

CAPE. 1853. ::;lightly blued. ld. (3a) 
used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . 50/0 
1855/58. ld. (5a) m:ed . . • . . . . • . • 45/0 
1855/58. (:id. (7bJ used . . . . . . . . . . 35/0 
1863/64 Imperf. ld. (18) mint . . . . 90/0 
1879. 3d. on 4d. "Theee" for "Three" 
(34b) used ................ 180/0 
1884/19,)0. 5/- (;5--J.) mint . . . . . . . . 30/0 

1894/98. ½cl. to 1/- (59/65 ex. 64a) 
mint bloeks of four . . . . . . . . . . . . 100/0 

NYASALAXD. 1891/9.3. ld. to 10/-
(1/13) mint ........•....... 105/0 
1891/95. £1 (14) mint .......... 175/0 
1892/93. 3/- on 4/- (18) used . . . . 82/H 
1892/93. 4/- on 'J/- (19) mint . . . . 37/6 
1~95. No. wmk. ld. to 1/- (21/25) 
nunt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40/0 
1895. i\IINT. 2/n at -!0/-; 5/- (28) . . 52/fl 
1896. ld. to 1/- ( 32/36) used . . . . 27 /6 
1896. CSED. 2/6 (37) at 32/6; 3/-
(38) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15/0 
1897. lrl. to 2/6 (43/48) mint at 
24/-; used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23/0 
1897. L'SED. 2/t3 at 15/-; 4/- at 
li'i/-: 10/- at 27 /6: £1 and £10 fis-
cally caneellPd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50/0 
1901. CA. ld. to 6d. (.37c/58) mint 
at 9/-; USPd • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 8/0 
1903/4. CA. ld. to 1/- (59/62a) mint 
at 17 /6 ; used . . . . . . . . . . . . • • 14/6 
1903/4. CC. --!/- (H4) mint . . . . . . 22/6 
1907. l\ICA. fM. (71) mint at 25/-; 
used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2:-i/O 

XE\Y ISSrE SERVICE-Send for particulars. 
I am always anxious to replenish my stocks 
of better grade COLOXIALS. high values. 
collections, ete. DPtails ,vith priee requirPd of 
anything you mamy have for disposal ·"·ill 

reeein> my prompt attention. 

E. S. JAMES, 
RUSTINGTON, SUSSEX. ENGLAND 

~IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJIIIIIIIIIIIRA 

SPECIAL OFFER 

TASMANIA 
Collection of brilliant mint, never hinged, 
comprising S.G. numbers 180, 181, 182, HW, 
201, 207, 216, 217, 257, 229, 230, 232, 233, 234, 
235, 236, 237 (two shades), 238, 239, 241, 
252, 2i'>2a, catalogue value £2 6s. 3d., plus one 
unlisted Platypus Rev. Provisional, total 24 

stamps. Price £1 2s. 6d. nett. 

MAGNIFIERS, JUST ARRIVED. 
lin. lens, 2½ times magnification, long 

handle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 1/0 

l½in. lens, 2½ times magnification, short 
handle . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . 1/6 

l½in. lens, 2½ times magnification, with 
attractive lPather folder, just the thing 
for meetings, etc. • • . • • . • . . . . . 3/6 

2in. lens, with folding metal rim, super-
fine leather ease, the specialist's de 
luxe glass . . . . . . . . . • . • • . 10/6 

c.w.o., nett, post free. 

A. LICHTE1NSTEIN 
P.O. Box S76, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 

..11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111. 
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Early Postal History 
of fhe 

Orang,e Free State 
By A. A. JURGENS, F.R.P.S.L. 

dllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll::. 

I was delighted tio see in the "South Af
rican Philatelist" for February, 194~,, an 
article by Dr. K. Freund dealing with the 
early postal history of the Orange Free State 
Republic and that he has decided to make 
still further research in this connection. I 
would like to ref er him to an article o± mine 
which appeared in the "South African 
Philatelist" for September, 1943, in which I 
give a full list of the grouping of corres
pondence, i.e., letters received and despatched 
by the O.F.S. Government and which are now 
housed in the Government Archives at Bloem
fontein; I trust that this information will be 
of use to him and that his efforts w11l be 
crowned with success. 

I find, however, that I have to disagree 
with some of his findings in the above 
mentioned article. For instance. I do not 
think that the light cancellations on the 
stamp-s as ref erred to in the letter from the 
Colonial Secretary dated 6th May, 1856, 
(page 24) could have been due to the reluc
tance (although, admittedly, Dr. Freund calls 
it "apparent") of the O.F.S. Postmasters to 
spoil the appearance of the nice Cape tri
angular stamps with the impression of the 
date stamp. Besides, I hardly think that there 
were any date stamps in use in either the 

Fig. 1. 

O.F.S. or the Transvaal prior to 1864 and 
those in use in the O.F.S. were of very neat 
design which certainly would not have spoilt 
the appearance of the Cape triangular stamp 
(see page 101 Fig. 2 and Fig. 3 "S.A. 
Philatelist" for September, 1943.) Earlier can
cellations would have been made with the 
"Betaald" type (Fig. 1) or as shown in Fig. 
3 "S.A. Philatelist" for December, 1946, page 
193. · 

I would suggest that the reason for the very 
light cancellations complained of, would more 
likely have been the quick drying of the ink 
pads in the hot dry atmosphere of the country 
and neglect on the part of the postmasters to 
keep the pads moist. 

Dr. Freund quotes a letter (6th May, 1856) 
dealing with a period twelve years prior to the 
O.F.S. issuing its own stamp-s, and he says: 
"Mr. Jurgens is quite obviously not correct 
when he states in his article ( 1946, p. 193) 
that Gape stamps on letters going into the 
Cape were cancelled only when reaching the 
border towns (Aliwal North or Colesberg)," 
but he (Dr. Freund) overlooks the fact that 
I was not referring to the year 1856 but (as 
stated on page 192) to "The 1870-1874 period." 

The letter of 6th May, 1856, for the Cape 
Colonial Secretary quoted by Dr. Freund 
would definitely refer to Cape triangular 
stamps since the O.F.S. only issued it1s own 
stamps in January, 1868. At the same time 
it helps to confirm my statement ("S.A. 
Philatelist," December, 1946, page 194, par. 
5). 

Dr. Freund would, in view of this letter 
dated 6th May, 1856, have been correct had 
he stated the period when obviously Cap-e 
triangular stamps were used in the O.F.S. (as 
O.F.S. stamps) in prepayment of postage to 
the letter's destination and that these stamps 
were defaced by the O.F.S. Post Office, but 
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by the wording of his article he implies that 
my contentions about Cape stamps being can
celled at the border towns is wrong owing to 
his having confused the dates. 

I think that the cover shov{n in Fig. 1 makes 
my point sufficiently clear. Here we have a 
letter sent from Bloemfontein to Cape Town 
in 1863. It is stamped in the up.per right hand 
corner with a 4d. Cape triangular and defaced 
(at Bloemfontein) with the "Bloemfontein 
Betaald" mark. The cover is further stamped, 
in the upper left hand corner with a 4d. Cape 
triangular which was defaced at Colesberg 
with the Cape Colony triangular defacing 
stamp. 

It should be stated that both the triangular 
stamps are of the same issue, viz., steel blue 
(identical shade) which, although it is not 
binding evidence, certainly suggests that both 
stamps (Cape triangulars) were applied to the 
letter at Bloemfontein. 

In further support of what I have said 
about the stamps being defaced at the border 
towns and of letters which had additional 
stamps affixed in the O.F.S. in pay111ent of 
Cape Colony postage being defaced and treated 
the same as if the letter had actually been 
posted at the border town post office I have the 
following covers in my possession which I am 
sending to the Editor for inspection so that 
he will be in a position fo give his verdict. 

(a) This letter was sent from Smithfield to 
Port Elizabeth (no date available). It is 
stamped in the upper right hand corner with 
a 4d. (Perkins Bacon) triangular and rn the 
upper left hand corner with a 4d. stamp which 
appears to be of similar shade and issue 
(Blued paper). The former is defaced with 

the "Smithfield Betaald" mark and the latter 
with the Cape Col·ony triangular defacing 
stamp. 

Although in this case there is no date stamp 
to show from what border town the letter was 
despatched to its destination (Port Elizabeth) 
the ink used with the Smithfield Betaald 
stamp is obviously different from that used 
for the triangular defacing stamp. This would 
certainly suggest that the two cancellations 
were not made at the same office. ( Such hap
penings did take place in the Gape Colony p-0st 
offices, i.e., the use of tw:o to three different 
inks by one office at the same time, but in 
this case such a suggestion can be ruled out.) 

Both stamps on this cover have been badly 
damaged by someone who evidently tried to 
remove them. 

[I confirm Mr .. Jurgens' description of this 
cover, but am not illustrating it as it has been 

Fig. 2. 

so disfigured in the attempt to remove the 
stamps.-Ed.] 

(b) Letter posted at Bloemfontein in 1866 
addressed to Grahamstown. It is stamped in 
the upper left hand corner with the "Bloem
fontein Betaald" mark. In the upper right 
hand corner are a pair of Cape 4d. rectangular 
Crown C.C. both being defaced with the Cap,e 
Colony triangular defacing stamp, and in ad
dition to this with a manuscript cancellation 
(initials). It is backstamped "Burghersdorp 
MR.5.1865" and "Gra'hamstown MR.9. 1865." 
( See Fig. 2.) 

My opinion as to this cover is as foUows: 
As the cover only measures 5½ x 3 inches it 
does not appear to me likely that the postage 
from Butghersdorp to Grahamstown could 
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have been 8d. The sender of the letter evi
dently applied the two 4d. stamps at Bloem
fontein with the intention that the one 4d. 
stamp would pay the postage from Bloemfon
tein to Burghersdorp and the second 4d. stamp 
from Burghersdorp to Grahamstown. 

The sender having placed the two stamps 
(in pair) in the upper right hand corner, the 
postmaster at Bloemfontein cancelled both 
stamps in manuscript. (It is assumed that the 
postmaster made this cancellation because the 
handwriting is different from that of the ad
dress, as also the ink). At Burghersdorp. the 
stamps were both defaced with the triangular 
defacing stamp; the ink in this case matching 
that of the Burghersdorp date stamp on back. 

I do n_ot wish to enter into any controversy 
over this matter, but I would just like to 
~ou~d a litt~e bit of warning to Dr. Fr·eund, 
m view of his contemplated research into these 
~atters. He should not place too much re
liance upon suggestions made in official let
ters either to or from the O.F.S. Republic be
cause from what I have seen from official 

correspondence handled by me the O.F.S. 
(and Transvaal) officials resented any dic
tation from outside and more often than not 
they ignored requests made t·o them. 

In a research such as is contemplated by 
Dr. Freund, I should think that it would be 
absolutely necessary to find written confirma
tion that rules or suggestions made to the 
Republic.an post offices were actually put into 
effect. 

In regard to what I have said about the 
procedure which appears to have been adopted 
from about 1870 onwards, vjz., that letters 
despatched from O.F.S. (and Transvaal) 
towns had the O.F.S. (or Transvaal) stamps 
defaced by their· respective P'OSt offices and 
that the Cape stamp which was required to 
repay the postage to the letter's destinat10n 

in the Cape Colony, or elsewhere, was defaced 
by the border town post office I have a sug
gestion to make. Wiould eminent philatelists 
who collect the stamps of both the O.F.S. and 
the Transvaal, such as Mr. A. E. Basden, Mr. 
Wm. Redford, Prof. J. J. Smith, Mr. Stephen 
G. Rich, or you, Mr. Editor, whom I know to 
be keenly interested in these combination 
covers, make public what the cancellations on 
their covers tell us? 

I think that if the above named gentlemen 
can produce, from their collections, together 
with those I have in my collection covers 
actually showing this border town stamping 
then we need hardly discuss the :matter 
further. 

I am certainly grateful to Dr. Freund for 
unearthing this most important letter dated 
15th October, 1856, as published in the "S.A. 
Philatelist" :for February, 1947, on page 25 
which proves the use of quadrisected 4d. Cape 
triangular stamps for prepayment of a one 
penny rate of postage on newspapers, and it 
would seem quite possible that this was done 

Fig. 3. 

at other O.F.S. "'post offices as well as, and 
not only by the postmaster at Smithfield. 

In the past I have seen what probably were 
two such items but very foolishly, owing to 
the fact that the stamps had been torn and 
not cut with a scissors or knife, I did not pay 
any particular attention to them. I thought 
they were just torn stamps of which I have 
seen so many, on the original covers which 
had been ruined by those people known as 
stamp collectors. However, the letter un
earthed by Dr. Freund sent me hunting again 
and I have managed to find one sp-ecimen of a 
nicely cut and well tied "quadrisect" upon 
what appears to be a portion of a Cape Town 
newspaper (which could probably be identi
fied). It is shown here in Fig. 3. 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

April, 1947. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 59 

That the one shilling Cape triangular was 
trisected and used as a 4d. stamp has already 
been recorded by me from information received 
from my old friend C. I. Bate, late ma11ager 
of the Standard Bank, Sea Point. He found 
several of these choice pieces on old corres
pondence, but thinking that they were not of 
much value he exchanged them for some old 
Natal stamps, and to-day he is pulling out 
the few hairs he has left in his head. I hop-e 
I will not have to do likewise, because I still 
have more hairs than he has. 

Dr. Freund is correct when he says that 
such quadri-sected stamps would be of im
mense value to .a specialist in the stamps of 
the O.F.S., but I can hardly imagine them in 
a collectiion of Capes however highly :speci
alised the collection might be. From the 
letter quoted above it is clear that it was 
not the O.F.S. Government which objected to 
this "misappropriation" of the F:0urpenny 
stamps but the Colonial Government. But, if 
the O.F.S. Government, who had paid for these 
Cape stamps, or had received them in pay
ment for p,ostal services rendered to the 

does not appear in the letter quoted) of four
penny stamps.'' ( Presumably for services ren
dered: see last par. page 192, "S.A. Philatelist, 
December, 1946.) 

Evidence of one penny stamps (rectangu
lars) having been supp lied for use on news
papers is shown in Fig. 4. 

In these circumstances I should think that 
this quadrisected 4d. Cape triangular stamp 
takes No. 1 place in a collection of the stamps 
of the Orange Free State. I can hear my old 
friends A.E.B. and the Professor grousmg at 
me for making such a suggestion because both 
these gentlemen possess very nearly complete 
collections of the O.F.S., but hunting for 
quadrisects will keep their interest in the 
country alive. I can sympathise with them 
because they will now be in a condition simi
lar to mine-still lacking the two woodblock 
errors in my collection of Capes. 

I hope that when Dr. Freund gets busy 
with this promised search in the Archives at 
Bloemfontein he will have the good fortune to 

Fig. 4. 

Colonial Government, then surely the O.F.S. 
postal authorities had, I should think, every 
right to make whatever use of them they may 
have felt inclined to. Whether the Smithfield 
postmaster was authorised from Bloemfontein 
to quadrisect, is, of course, another story. 

It will be further noted from this letter that 
the Colonial Government do not specifically 
prohibit the use of what they term subdivided 
Fourpenny postage stamps; evidently because 
the stamps had been given without any con
ditions attached thereto; but that they offer 
to supply the O.F.S. Government with Cape 
Colony one penny stamps for us~~ on new_s
pa p,ers which the letter states are ~o be _paid 
for in the same *way as the JJrev10us issue 
( *the w:ord "way" has been added by me and 

find some correspondence legalising the use of 
these quadrisected 4d. stamps. Such informa
tion would make these items even more valu
able. 

When this weather cools down I will again 
continue my research in connection with 
O.F.S. Letter Stamps (Betaald) which I have 
had t·o relinquish for a time partly owing to 
the excessive heat and partly to health 
reasons. Oh for a little of Britain's snow just 
now! 

I am now keener than ever in this search 
for information knowing that I am not alone 
hut that Dr. Freund is busy at the other end. 
Between us we may still find something worth 
while. 
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OBITUA,RY 

ALFRED F. LICHTENSTEIN 
We have lost a great collector and philately 

has lost a great friend and patron with the 
passing of Alfred F. Lichtenstein. He had 
what was certainly the finest collection of 
Cape Triangulars in North America and what 
was probably the finest collection of Canada in 
existence. Mr. Stephen G. Rich sends the 
following notes : 

"Complaining of feeling out-of-sorts on the 
afternoon of 24th February, he left for his 
winter home in New York, but collapsed and 
died on the way in a 5th A venue bus. 

"Mr. Lichtenstein was 70 years old. A 
native son of New York, N.Y., he had for 
many years been head of the Ciba Chemical 
Co., chemical manufacturers and importers. 
He served for many years as president of the 
Association for Stamp Exhibitions. He was 
chairman for the 1926 and 1936 International 
Philatelic Exhibitions in New York, and, 
although he had declined to be chairman for 
the 194 7 Centenary International Philatelic 
Exhibition, he w.as Honorary Chairman and 
in charge of the 'Court of Honor' exhibits. 

"Up to now, we know nothing of the ais
position to be made of his collections. We 
understand that it is likely that some will be 
left to the new Philatelic Foundation, of which 
he was an active founder; and that some may 
go to the Collectors' Club, in which he had 
been actively interested for many years. In 
fact, it may now be told: he alone contributed 
more than one-third of the total cost of the 
present permanent home owned by and occu
pied by The Collectors Club, at 22 East 35 
St., New York, N.Y. 

Mr. Lichtenstein was more than a mere 
collector of great wealth. He was a real 
student of stamps. Some twenty years ago, 
the management of the Kohl Handbook, un
able to find his equal in Germany or Great 
Britain, persuaded him to do the Canada 
monograph or section in that handbook. It 
stands to this day as the sound and thorough 
source for all subsequent writers. He lent the 
use of his material freely to many writers who 
have turned out major books or monographs 
in the last quarter century. 

"Mr. Lichtenstein was a member of the 
American Philatelic Society, the Essay-Proof 
Society, and the Royal Philatelic Society (be
ing a Fellow thereof), as well as of the bodies 
previously mentioned. 

"I have lost a philatelic friend: a man who 
never was too busy to help any other collector 
and whose fostering hand will be sorely 
missed by us all." 

The last sentence will be echoed by a few 
collectors in South Africa who had had the 
privilege of meeting Mr. Lichtenstein per
sonally and by others who could call him a 
philatelic pen-friend. 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
• 

Let me know your interests 
and requirements. 

• 
An exensive stock of the better grade 

stamps always available, and ap

proval selections are willingly sent to 

responsible collectors. 

• 
P. 0. V. \VARREN, 

38, Lancaster Gardens, 

Clacton-on-Sea, England. 

ESSAYS AND PROOFS OF THE BLUE 
MAFEKING SIEGE STAMPS 

In the January issue of the "Essay Proof 
Journal," Dr. K. Freund, of Bloemfontein, de
scribes a recently discovered Essay and Plate 
Proof of the ld. Bicycle stamp. He also gives 
details regarding the original photograph of 
Baden-Powell from which the 3d. stamp was 
prepared. It is considered probable that plate 
proofs of this stamp were also made, but so 
far a specimen has not come to light. 

FREE FRENCH COLONl'ES FOR SALE 
1. Cameroons, 25 values, m. and u. £7 10 0 
2. Cameroons, 2' Ambulance L. on 

cover rate . . . . . . . . £7 10 0 
3. Indian S., 26 values . . . . . . . . £5 0 0 

1 
4. Indian S., Red Cross, 43 values 

1 complete . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £5 0 0 
: 5. Madagascar, 50 m. complete, 

scarce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £22 0 O 
6. New Caledonia, 35 m., complete £7 O O 
7. New Hebrides, 17 m., complete £9 0 0 
8. Reunion, 50 m., complete . . . . £5 0 O 
9. Somali, 58 m. . . . . . . . . . . £4 10 O 

10. Wallis and F. 27 m. . . . . . . £4. 0 0 
All definite issues in stock also: 

11. N. Rhodesia, K'GV £1 used . . £4 10 0 
12. N. Borneo, Jap. Overprints, 11 

values . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £1 15 O 
Approvals of British Colonials on request. 

A. J. BOOYSEN, 
P.O. Box 11, Sannieshof, Transvaal. 
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EGYPT 
Mr. J.P. Shingler submits a se.t of four very 

striking stamps issued in connection with the 
Contemporary Art Exhibition in Cairo. The 
values are 5 plus 5 mills., 15 plus 15, 30 plus 
30 and 50 plus 50, i.e., 4s. face value. Total 
issue said to be limited to 250,000 stamps. 
Egypt has of late years produced many fine 
stamps, but these reach a new high-water 
mark. Only, why so many? 

Also the first of a new airmail service, 10 
mills. purple, showing a modern aeroplane, the 
Nile Delta Barrage and the King's head. 

On 6th or 7th April there is due to appear 
a 10 mills. (1 pi.) stamp in honour of the In
ternational Inter-Parliamentary Conference, 
featuring the Parliamentary buildings in 
Cairo. Issue of a million. 

* 
KENYA, UGANDA AND TANGANYIKA 

Mr. Tunstall reports the following new plate 
numbers as appearing on stamps on sale: le., 
2-5A and 2-5B; 10c., 6-5A, 6-5B and 6-6A; 
20c., 5-5B and 6-6B. 

He mentions further that Gibbons are 
wrong in stating that the retouch on the le. 
stamps (reported on in our January issue) 
does not appear in the latest printings. He 
finds it present in all the sheets he has seen. 

"Stamp Collecting" reports a 1938 K.G.VI 
£1 stamp (p. lH x 13) with no trace of any 
watermark. 

Mr. M. Habib, of Singida, Tanganyika, who 
contributed an article last year (Vol. 22, p. 4) 
on the registration labels of the Tanganyika 
T.P.O.s, sends specimens of new types of 
labels in use in the territory. The left por
tion has a large R in the top compartment 
and a printed serial number in the lo,ver. The 
larger right-hand portion is left blank for 
the name of the office. In some instances this 
!s written in by hand ( e.g., DSM/SB, stand
mg for Dar-es-Salaam/Savings Bank)· in 
others the date-stamp is used, e.g. Da~-es
Salaam-Tabora T.P.O. U.P. 

* EXCHANGE WANTED 
Jas Hogg, 299 Glenholm Avenue, Toronto, Ont., 

Canada. North American for Southern 
African. 

Leonard Cauwe, Boezemzingel 32, Rotterdam. 
Netherlands for Southern African. 

G. W. Best, 50 Velwell Road, Exeter, England. 
British for South African. 

Jean Sury, Stat Major, Place Saigon Cholom 
Indochina. Indochinese for modern South~ 
ern African. 

D. S. Jiminez, 114 Norwood Road, Tulse Hill 
• London, S.E.24. Partially blinded ex-R.A.F: 

General exchange. 
Leslie Howell, 11 Usher Road, Bow, London, 

E 3. Ex R.E. Badly smashed in fight for 
Bolo&"na. General Exchange. 

L. Aspm, 663 Garfield St., Winnipeg, Man., 
Canada, act. 25, ex-R.C.A.F. General corre
spondenc~ and exchange. 

ELECTRICAL CENTENARIES 
CANADA commemorates the birth of Alex

ander Graham Bell, inventor of the telephone, 
by the issue on 3rd March of a special 4c. 
postage stamp. First day cover service was 
given at Brantford, Ont., where Bell carried 
out his research work. 

U.S.A. celebrates the hundredth anniver-. 
sary of the birth of Thomas Alva Edison by 
the issue on 11th February of a special 3c. 
stamp in the style of the 1940 inventors series. 
First day sales at Milan, Ohio, the birthplace 
of Edison. Thanks to Mr. W. L. Bedard for 
a first day special cover. 

* 
TRINIDAD 

The Southern African Exchange Club, of 
Pretoria, has shown us a cover received from 
the Trinidad Ph1latelic Society (P.O. Box 596, 
Port of Spain, Trinidad) with a rubber stamp 
reproduction of "The Lady McLeod" stamp 
issued on 20th April, 1847. This celebrates 
its centenary. 

* 
OLD TRANSVAAL 

The February issue of the "London Phila
telist" has a posthumous paper by the late 
Rev. H. J. A. McKee on· the status of the 
9-erman prints of th~ 1st type Z.A.R. stamps, 
1.e., those stamps prmted from Otto plates in 
which the crest is badly drawn and the bird 
has one wing outstretched. 

In the paper three problems are considered: 
( 1) Status of the stamps printed from plates 
with a narrow space between the cliches; (2) 
the ~umber of stamps issued, and (3) the 
quest10n as to whether .J;hese stamps ,vere 
posted in the proper sense of the word. 

Simple answers of the "Yes" or "No'' type 
cannot be given to these problems, but they 
are closely argued out here and students of 
these stamps should not miss the article. 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Control strips of Union a.nd Transvaal 
also mint blocks, cards and envelopes 
of many African countries. 

E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom. 

Seychelles Wanted. Full catalogue price 
o~ered for fine used copies of Stanley 
Gibbons numbers 81, 83, 85, 90, 91, ! 

92A to 101, 103, 104, 107, 108, 110 to 
120, 121, 122, 122A, 123A, 125. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes
burg. 
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SPECIAL 
EXCHANGE 
OFFER 

for our Customers 
in South Africa 

If yon n-ee<l pictorials, we give you: 
(a) equal quantity and quality of only large 

sized, mostly war and post-war European 
pictorials against pictorials or low values 
of the dues and officials from South 
Africa, or against any stamp from South- ; 
West Africa. 

(b) 1,000 large sized European pictorials as 
above or one packPt 500 diff PrPnt Hun
gary for each 10,000 common stamps-
2-5 kinds in unequal quantities-South 
Africa. 

(c) 100 x 50 different large sized European 
pictorials against 200 x 25 different from 
South Africa and South-West Africa. 

If ymt need packet-ma.terial, we give you 
(d) 1,000 x 5 different Hungary against 100 x 

5 different South Africa. 
(e) 1,000 x 15 dP'ferent Hungary against 2,000 

x 8 different South Africa. 
(f) 1,000 x fiO different Hungary against 4,000 

x 12 different South Africa. 
(g) 1,000 x 100 different world against 10,000 

x 10 different South Africa. 
(h) 100 x i5 different San )Iarino against 100 

x 5 different South-West Africa. 
If you need sets send :vour surplus stock of 
common stamps, 'we pay the best prices, and 
we send you wholesale approvals as your 
wants; better i.;rade sets, singles. new 1ss~1es 
in complete or short sets, packets by countnes, 
short sets and pictorials for boy's trade, etc., 
at our lowest nett prices. Let us know your 
needs regarding prices and countries. :'.\Ioney 

hack guaranteed. 
\Ye are abl·e to use up to 100,000 of each 
kind of stamp from the same customer. Both 
sides postfree, send please detailed invoice by 
airmail. ·we receive and give you the packets 
only, not made up, also in bundles or she~ts. 
\Ve don't want stamps of better grade or mmt 
sets, we want only the cheapest packet 
material. If you have others in hand as 
mentioned in this advertisement, let ns know 
your offers or send them with your wishes 

with confidence. 

Over t-icenty years in the b11sines,q, 

Best references in all parts of the world. 

KISS LAJOS, 
WHOLESAl'E STAMP DEALER, 

BUDAPEST IV, 
Hungary Karilyi-pal-utca 9. 

GREECE 
POST FREE OVER £2. 

Nos. are from S.G. 1946. 

C-0mplete 1941-46, 18 sets complete, 121 stamps. 
Commemor., Pictorial3, Airmails, New Issues, up 
to the end of 1946. M. or U., .£3/10/-; x 5, 
.£12/10/-. Same but 11 sets cpt., 62 stamps, 1 
set, 11/-; x 10, 75/-. 

1946, Provisionals, cpt., 15 val., M. or U., 
each 20/-; same 6 val. x 100, 37/6; x 10, 4/6. 

1946 Commem., the return of the King, cpt., 
4 val., M. or U., 7 /6; x 10, .£3/-/-. 

1940, Greep Occup. of Albania, cpt., 25 val. 
(S.G. 1-17, Cl-3, Dl-5, .£3/8/5), per set, £1/10/-; 
same 7 val. x 10, 4/6; 3 val. x 100, 9/6. 

Sets Complete, M. or U., per set. Nos. 497-516, 
12/6; 4.94-5, 1/9; 517-9, 1/10; 534-53, .£4/15/-. 

Airmails, cpt. M. or U., per set. 1933, Nos. 
468-74, 7 val., 35/-; 1935-9, 480-88, 8 val., 26/-; 
4 val., 480/3, ; x 10, 10/-; 1939-41, Type T95, 8 

• val., 5/6; x 10, 36/6; 1942-3, Winds, 12 val., 5/-; 
x 10, 32/-; Airmails, 2i5 diff., 9/6 ;. 10 diff x 
10, 12/-. 

Greek Packets: 5 diff. x 100, N.M.U., 6/6; x 
1000, 57/6; 10 diff. x 100, N.M.U., 15/-; x 
1000, 120/-; 25 dib. made up x 20, 10/-; x 100, 
42/6 ; 50 diff. made up x 20, 20/-; x 100, 80/-; 
100 diff. x 10, 25/-, x 100 210/-; 200 
diff. x 1, 15/-; x 10, 100/-; 300 diff., 30/-; 
400 diff., 50/-; 500 diff., 80/-; Balkans, 200 
diff., 15/-; Egypt, 100 diff., 8/-. 

1940-46, Pictorial, Charity, Airmails, 40 diff. x 
10, 25/-; 20 diff. x 20, 14/6; x 100, 60/-; 10 
diff. x 10, 3/6; x 100 29/-; 6 diff. x 100, 14/6. 

Italian Occupation, 1941, M. or U., of Ionian 
Islands, cpt., 13 val., cpt., 1 set 4/-; x 10 sets. 
30/-; of Corfu, 3 val., 3/9 ; 6 diff., 8/6 ; 10 
diff., 20/-. 

Bulgaria, 1943-4, Pictorials, cpt., 12 val., U., 
1 set, 3/9 ; x 10, 28/-. 

Wholesale List free to Dealers only. Want 
List of Greece, Crete, Epirus, Thrace solicited. 

PAYMENT: Accepted Mint current stamps 
(K.G. VI.. Victory, Royal visit, etc.), of the 
African and other Br. Colonies. in sets complete 
and in perfect condition ONLY, with full i;rum, 
unmounted, well centered, at face plus 5%. 
You may remit in English or U.S.A. banknotes 
or by bank draft payable in Athens, Gr. Britain, 
Egypt, Australia, New Zealand. 

Wanted: 1/- Mint sets of the Royal visit to 
S. Africa, M. or F. Used Victory sets and F.U. 
high current values of Br. Colonies, 2/-. Serious 
offers (awaiting to receive an order before your 
shipping) or mint pictorials. commemoratives, 
airmails, new issues. I give Greece and Europe. 

KIMON CATACALOS 
(Est. 1930) 

10, THEMISTOCLEOUS STREET, 
ATHENS, GREECE. 

Member of B.P.A., P.T.S., S.D.A. of London, 
A.P.S., S.P.A. of U.S.A. 
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SOCIETY NEWS 

EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, C. P. Durkin; Hon. Sec., A. W. Stander, 

P.O. Box 694, East London ; Meetings, 2nd JPridays, 
above Colosseum Theatre Tea Room, at 7.45 p.m. 
. . January: The question of the desirability of re
taining gum on stamps was given a thorough airing. 
No original contribution was made. One or two 
members were emphatic that the present distinction 
between mint and unused should remain. 

The majority would like all uncancelled stamps 
embraced in a single classification, but reluctantly 
agreed, that as long as prices for gummed stamps 
remain higher than for unused stamps without gum, 
nothing could be done about the matter. 

Interesting examples of type collections were shown 
by a number of members. :.\1r. Paviour exliibited 
sheets of used U.S.A. postage dues from le. to 5 
dollars. A sheet of the latter denomination (amount
ing to a face ,·alue of about £25) aroused interest. 
Under what circumstances could a parcel be under
paid £1:! 10s.? In the absence of an explanation it 
was concluded that the sheet must have been post
marked to order. :\Ir. Paviour stated that according 
to his supplier only three similar sheets were in 
existence. 

February: Reported in last month's issue. 
]larch: A pleasing feature at most of our re

cent meetings has been the presence of so many 
visitors; this time there were nine. At the same 
time our steadily rising membership was increased 
by the election of two new members. 

Donations of stamps by members in response to 
Navy Week appeal were handed in. 

For display at this meeting, members were asked 
to bring British Empire commemoratives. In quan
tity the result was not up to standard. The only 
exhibitor was Mr. A. \Vatson, who amongst other 
fine examples showed complete sets of Canada 1897 
Jubilees, Cayman Is. 1932 Centenary, Great Britain 
1929 Postal Union Congress, and St. Helena 1934 
Centenary. :Mr. Watson had not expected to bear 
the full onus of the display and had therefore limited 
his selection. N.C.C. 

iC 
THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 

President, Mr. L. Buchen; Hon. Sec., Mr. J. R. Jen
kins, P.O. Box 4967; Meetings, 2nd Tuesdays, Public 
Library, 7.45 p.m. 

:Mr. F. Lang tabled his collection of Rhodesia at 
the meeting held on :.\'.larch 11. The exhibit included 
some fine items, the most outstanding being the 
"Company omitted" error. The double heads in
duded a unique specimen of error of colour m the 
£1 value. Several imperfora.te varieties were in
cluded and the exhibit was practically complete in 
all respects. :Mr. H. Schwartv. spoke on the exhibit 
which was very much appreciatPcl by all members, 
and a hearty vote of thanks was passed to the 
exhibitor. 

1.I. 

* 
ORANGE FREE STATE AND BASUTOLAND 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Mr. John Lewis; Hon. Secretary, l\fr. 

R. G. Lyon, Box 702. Bloemfontein; Meetin_qs, 3rd 
Fridays each month. Oranje Koffiehuis, Bloemfontein, 
7.30 p.m. 

,January: A display •~Iusic on stamps" by Dr. 
Preund was the feature of this evening. More than 
f>O of the world's composers were shown on stamps, 
each one neatly framed and written up with the 
main data of his works. There were various other 
sections as for instance "music instruments," where 
the dev~lopment of a "Rococo spinet" to a modern 
"Grand Piano," or of a "Roman Tuba Ductilis" 10 a 
"French Horn," was illustrated with stamps. The 
Wagner Opera set of Germany, the Cv.echosloval,ian 
music sheet, and many other rarities were all shown. 

In all, there were roughly 150 pages of this inter
esting philatelic "music encyclopaedia." 

February: )Ir. D. R. R. Shimmins presented an ad
mirable show of the stamps of Egypt. In spite of 
having joined. the society only recently, he has been 
able already to build up a fine collection with many 
of the earlier scarce sets present. Mr. Shimmins 
is to be congratulated on his effort which, it is hoped, 
will be an example to the many members who are 
usually passive and too shy to come forward with a 
display of their "secret treasures." 

Jlarch: The evening's exhibit was in the hands of 
)Ir. C. A. Larsen, who showed one of his "side-line" 
collections, "l\Iozambique." This was appreciated by 
i•vervbody, as such foreign collections are usually 
neglected and seldom seen. For those whose "meat" 
is not Portuguese Colonies, Mr. Larsen gave a,i ad
ditional display of South \Vest African "Inverts," 
rarities which had the members gasping in admira
tion. Inverted "S.\V.A." overprints were shown <>ll 
rnion King's Heads right through to the recent 
Victory issue of which a ld. block of four was shown 
with inverted "S.\V.A." 

The society is holding a "Junior competition" in 
:\fay, probably on the third Saturday in the. after
noon. The competition is open to all school cl~1ldre!i, 
and prizes will be given for the ~est C?llect10!1s m 
three sections. Every child entering will receive a 
stamp packet as a gift. While judging ta),es place. 
the children will be entertained with bnef sta~r, 
talks, small exhibits by advanced collectors and w1~h 
a stamp quizv.. It is hoped that the afternoo~ will 
be a real children's "stampede." K.F. 

* 
THE JEWISH GUILD PHILATELIC SECTION 
Chairmmi, Dr. A. Kaplan; Hon. Secretary, Mr. B. 

Joseph, 143 London House, Loveday Stre~t. Jop3:n
nesburg; Meetings, Last Thursday, Jewish umld 
War )femorial Hall. 

The Section held its annual general meetrng on 
)larch 20. 'l'he retiring chairman, Mr. H. B. Mar
cuson, reported a very success~ul year. The follow: 
ing committee was elected: Chauman, Dr. A. Kaplan, 
vice-chairman, :Mr. I. Isaacs ; hon. secretary, Mr. B. 
.Joseph; other committee members, l\fe~srs. B1~chen, 
Froelich and Glassman, with the retumg chairman 

exT11~ic~~hibit was provided by Mr. Mann, _who 
showed a fine collection of Italian Commemor~t1v~s. 
These included some rare items issued by the I< as~1st 
Government after Italy had su_ri:endered to the Alhes. 
)Ir. Buchen spoke on the exl11b1t. 

I.I. 

* CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President C. G. Mummery; JI on. Secretary, S. 

Kaganson, P.O. Box 1973; Meetings, 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays at Yorkshire Buildings, Strand Street, at 
7.30 p.m. 

The meetino- held on the 27th February was re
markable for two things: J!'irstly, _the small number 
of exhibits, and secondly, the paucity of the :_ittend
ance Despite these very unusual featur~s, 1t ~as 
considered to have been one of the most mteres~mg 
evenings that has been staged for a very long t1_me. 

From the title one could expect al_most anythhgd 
and until Dr. Hasse really got gomg many a 

do~bhts. entertainment consisted of the reading of a 
papere illustrated by a limited number ot eta1~?11~ 
that were staged in the usual way-w 1c 1 ea 
hardly with some of our collectors _and the substance 
of their collections. The paper is too 1,~fg1J1y f~~ 
uote here but its main theme was ?0 D 

qi 1 t " it the suggestion of tlw Il_leetmg r. t 1oug 1 . • d · ough to hand 1t over for 
~!~~~i~!i~nbi~n tli~au:~~ so that he r~a~ esJe ;}1tt ! 
Yery entertaining eve?i~g can be a haf the senti
bare minimum of exh1b1ts and alsod t . d by all . ed could be read an enJoye 
~!!i:~s ~~p;~:s''S.A. Philaftel:t~1Jh~se~b~:!· ti~:r::a. 
with a !etter. from ~nf11i s~me strain, was productive been wntten ?n m11:c 1 ting found closing 
gf so much d1~CUSS10!1 hthatt t l~h~~;ht of the auction 
time had arnved wit ou a tings'' 
sale-a main ~eat~r!d 0~n °1ile1'tth Ma.rch there was 
a ·;lo~~i~;1~~ti~itssia subsequent to the end of the 
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Imperialist regime. In the absence of the owner. 
l\Ir. Hirshhorn, it was staged by l\lr. Kaganson who 
had a first hand knowledge of almost every item 
that went to its making. Hut whereas it embraced a 
very great proportion of the Society's intense ef
forts at propaganda and fund-raisings by means of 
pretty labels, it demonstrated that the continuance 
of the emanations must be somewhat of a test to 
the ardour of some of that country's admirers. A 
similar exhibit of real postally used copies would put 
it in different lig:ht. Nevertheless a really pretty 
and extensive show can be amassed at a relatively 
low cost-two features that are very agreeable to 
many. 

A more reassuring report on the health of om· 
old member, :Mr. Ashmead, who has been very ill, was 
eirculated to the relief of all present. 

At long lm,t th~ quartz lamp has been suitabI:v ac
commodated and is now available fo1· use. 

Our membership still continues to increase for 
every agenda pape1· <:ontains the names of two or 
three new members. 

G.lt.lJ. 

* PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President_. l\1r. G. K. I1'orbes; Hon. Sec._. l\Ir_ P. G. 

Smith, 13 Trafalgar Square, Port Elizabeth; Meet
ings, 1st and 3rd Tuesdays in Room 8, City Hall 
Basement, at 7.45 p.m. 

March 18: l\1r. A. l\I. .Jones tabled about 190 pages 
of Sarawak. This was one of the finest collec.tion:,; 
ever displayed, and members had a really enjoyable 
evening. The collection was both mint and ust->d, 
and was from 1869 to present-day issues. \Yhilt> the 
interesting items ,vere too numerous to mention in 
full, there were some that could not be overlookt>d. 

One page of 1869 issue of 3 cents, brown and blue 
were in blocks of 4, and the two cents purple of 
1888 had no watermark. There was half a sheet of 
the 12 cent., green and blue of 1888 mint. Then rrgain 
the le overprint on 3c, purple and blue of 1889 and 
fie on 12c of the same issue. Cat. No. 21 had no 
c and 22c no stop aftPr c. 

On page of 7 stamps all wrong colours of tlrn 
1895 issues. Nos. 50 to fil of 1918 were on first 
day covers and was a complete set. 

Mr. Jones is to be congratulated on giving suc-h a 
fine show; his collection is nearly complete. 

We are sorry to say that l\1r. T. H. Nicholson is 
still on the sick list and we wish him a speedy re
covf>ry, and hope he will soon be with us once morP. 

New issues were auctioned and two new members 
were welcomed. 

L.E.C. 
)f,. 

EAST RAND PHILATI~LIC SOCIETY 
President, l\Ir. J. Sheplwrd, P.O. Box 97, Drakpan: 

Hon. Secretary, E. N. Riff, 103 Kemston ATerme, 
Benoni. 

There was a good attendance at our ::\Iareh monthly 
meeting. · Items of interest ,vere shown. Several 
covers with the latest stamps from America, Siam, 
and Czecho-Slo,·akia, Vi<>tory stamps of Aden Pro
tectorate State with "VI" missing. 

The evenings exhibits were in the nature of a <>om
petition. There were three ·competitors who had not 
exhibited any stamps before. ;\lr. de Boer, rnion of 
South Africa· l\Ir. Hode, British Colonies comprising 
of Basutolan'd, Bechnanaland. North and South 
Rhodesia, Swaziland and Nyasaland ; ;\Ir. ;\Ierrick, 

H~l\1n~he exhibits were well written np and dis
playPd, and the prize for tlw evening _was decided by 
popular vote, which went to l\Ir. l\iernck. 

An auction sale was held, the proceeds donated to 
the Navy League week. 

RA.R. 

* l\IARITZBL"RG PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Chairman, C. R. Turner; SecretarY_, R. !\Iorto~. 

P.O. Box 328, Pietermaritzburg; ,'Meetrngs. 2nd Fri
day in each month at the Womens Club, 211 Burger 
Street. 

March: A fair number of members turned ont to 
hear Mr. F. S. Jackson's talk on the stamps of P':)st
'\Var Germany, and all were rewarded by heanng 

a most interesting a<>cotmt of conditions in Germany 
at the close of the recent struggle. 

;\fr. Jackson confined the first part of his talk to 
the actual living conditions of the people in the vari
ous zones of Berlin and other parts of Germany, and 
related many stories of his recent experiences there. 

His display of recent German stamps was exten
sive and most interesting. A visitor, l\Ir. C. M.. 
Boshoff, thanked )Ir. Jacl.:sou on behalf of those 
present. 

Dr. Young, in reply to a query ra~s~d by one of 
tlle members, showed specimens of ong1nals and re
prints of the stamps of Early German States, and 
gave means of iclentifying· the different types. Dr. 
Young also showed some recent foreign issues. 

Oni.· chairman, in illustrating a point raised by the 
Seeretar.v in his talk at the .February meeting, 
i,;howed specimens of hisects, etc., on paper showing 
how these, if detached from the paper, immediately 
lose their value. 

A threatening thunclen,torm caused some members 
to make tracks for home, and although the talk on 
"Gum or ::-ltamps" was starte(l, it was decided not to 
vote on the subject till a full meeting was p_resent. 

Jluring the eYening )Ir. C. ;\l, Boshoff applied for 
rnembersl1ip to the ::,ueiety. 

R,;\I, 

* * * 
FORGED UNION "SPECIMENS" 

The following statements are taken from 
"The Natal Mercury" of 12th March re
garding an individual whom, we regret to say, 
used to be an advertiser in our "Collectors' 
·wants and Offers'' column: 

A charge of dealing with forged "rare" 
stamps was proved against a European, Klau~ 
Thiele who was fined £40, or four months 
hard iabour, and one month's hard labour 
suspended for two years, by Mr. C. E. Cuff 
in the Durban Magistrate's Court yesterday. 

Det. Sgt. S. H. J ooste, examiner. of 
questioned documents in the South A_fr1can 
Criminal Bureau, said he received certam lo~s 
of stamps from the Durban C.l.D. and e-"-am1-
nation under ultra-violet ray clearly showed 
chemically obliterated writing. He photo
graphed these stamps unde1; . these rays, 
clearly showing that the wr1tmg was not 
visible on the stamp. 

J. L. Booysen, foreman of the Stamp ~ri_nt
ing Department of. the Gove!nment P~mtmg 
Office, Pretoria, said he recenu•<l certam sets 
of stamps from the Durban C.I.'.::>. No stamps 
of the type produced had ever been over
printed "specimen" by the Government 
Printer. 

Thiele had nothing to say and admitted a 
previous conviction for incitement t? house
breaking in 1942. The Court was mforirted 
on his behalf that he had been brought from 
Germany in 1936 when 1~ years old and was 
trying to get his Austrian fiancee to the 
Union. He was working ~or a barber. He had 
given the police every assistanc_e from ~he be
ginning. He had been on active service for 
the Union. 

* 
AUSTRALIA 

It is reported that a speci~l stamp is t? be 
issued in honour of the commg of age birtl?-
day of H.R.H. the Princess Elizabeth. This 
is on 21st April, ;the day after the Royal Party 
arrives back in Cape Town. 
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cpresentation to His c.Majesty fhe King 

In commemoration of his visit to the Union 
of South Africa, the Union Government pre
sented to His Majesty the King a souvenir 
album containing specimens of the special 
Royal Visit postage stamps of the Union and 
South-West Africa. 

The album, which ,vas bound in rich green 
Morocco leather, bore, on the front cover, a 
hand coloured inset of the Union Coat-of-Arms 
and the inscription as shown in the accom
panying illustration. 

The outline of the designs on the inner pages 
of the album, which were of white "What-

man'' hand-made drawing paper interleaved 
with flimsy blank, were printed in grey. The 
designs were then embellished by hand, a dif
ferent colour scheme being applied to each 
page. 

On the title page appeared the following 
personal message signed by the Prime Minis
ter, Field Marshal the Right Honourable J. C. 
Smuts, and transcribed in hand-printing: 

Then followed 18 pages on which were 
mounted, in blocks of four, stamps of the 
ld., 2d. and 3d. denominations of the Union 
and South-West African Royal Issue. 
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Five pages were given to each of the three 
denominations of the Union stamps, made up 
as follows: 

U:NCATALOGUED UNION ,vATERMARK 

In "Stamp Collecting" of 8th March, Mr. 
D. H. Jewers writes regarding a little-known 
and certainly uncatalogued Union watermark. 
He describes a vertical pair of the ld. red 
and black "ship" stamp with watermark a re
p~ated shamrock or trefoil. The stamps are 
mmt, fully gummed and otherwise like the 
normal issue. 

The opini:on is expressed that these stamps 
come from a trial printing made in London 
from the machine for making the low value 
Union roll or coil stamps, and it is understood 
that impressions were taken at the same time 
upon unwatermarked paper. A limited .num
ber appear to have come on the market six or 
seven years ago, some of which found their 
way into auction. 

This may be the solution of the problem of 
the mysterious watermark, but two queries 
may be raised throwing some doubt on it: 

(1) Why make trials on gummed paper? 
That is surely very unusual. 

(2) A block of four of these stamps (mint, 
full gum) was recently shown at a meeting of 
the Philatelic Society of Johannesburg. Does 
the explanation explain the existence of these 
stamps in this form? • 

* ls. BANTAM VARIETY 
The · same issue of "Stamp Collecting" re

p0rts a pair of ls. Bantam overprinted S.W.A. 
in one of which there is no background above 
the tanks. 

(a) Accepted colour of Union stamps. 
(b) Three colour proofs, in blocks of four, 

of each of the three stamps as furnished 
by the Government Printer for the pur
pose of selecting the most suitable shade 
of the pre-determined colour of each 
stamp, and 

(c) Imprints of the three stamps in the ac
cepted shades on art paper but unper
forated. 

These were followed by three pages on 
which were mounted blocks of four of the ac
cepted colours of stamps of the South-West 
African issue. 

The inclusion in the collection of specimens 
of all the printings is not only something 
unique but will add to the value of the col
lection. 

A certain number of somewhat similar al
bums were signed by the Minister of Posts 
and Telegraphs and distributed with his com
pliments. 

These are less elaborate, having only the 
Union Coat-of-Arms in gold on the outside 
and, of course, no title page as in the album 
presented to H.M. the King. There are six 
pages similar to the one illustrated, with 
blocks of four of the stamps as issued in the, 
Union and in South-West Africa, but not in
cluding the colour proofs or imperforates. 

"The South African Philatelist" was 
honoured with one of these albums; it is being 
handed over to the Africana Museum in 
Johannesburg for permanent keeping in the 
philatelic collection there. 

TRISTAN DA CUNHA 
H.M. S.A. frigate "Natal" sailed for the 

island on 31st March carrying mail, stores and' 
two relief personel for the S.A. Meteorolo
gical station there. It is learned that Mr. 
A. B. Crawford, senior meteorologist in charge 
for the past twelve months, is staying on for 
another term of duty. 

Professor Spilhaus, of New York University, 
who is at present advising the Union Govern
ment on meteorological matters, made the, 
round trip in the "Natal," and is expected to 
report on the advisability of keeping on the 
station on Tristan and also, possibly, of setting 
up other stations on islands such as Gough, 
Marion, Bou vet, the Crozets and Kerguelen. It 
was later reported that he had recommended 
the keeping up of the Tristan station as of 
great value to weather forecasting in South 
Africa. What he said about other stations had 
not so far been made public. 

The "Natai" arrived back on 12th April with 
mail, on which the Tristan postmarks seen all 
appear to be of Type 6 introduced in 1938. 
A Type 7 mark was used in 1946; the main 
difference between it and the Type 6 mark is 
that the innermost circle is 19-20 rrtm. in dia
meter as against 17 mm. 

* 
BRITISH AIR MAIL RATES 

The reduction of the air postage rates took 
effect on 17th January. To South Africa the· 
rate per ~ oz. is now ls., postcards 7d. 
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DER FUEHRER'S FACE: 
Special offer of Hitler's portrait stamps, 
mostly in complete sets, including Germany, 
Bohemia, Poland, Occupied l'kraine, Occupied 
Russia, Oldenburg (V sign), Ptc.; values to 5 
mark and 50 kr. All mint, never hinged. 
Ov,ing to a favourable Pxchange transaction, 
I can supply the outstanding collection of 122 
different for only £3 15s., nett, c.w.o., post free. 

WHITFIELD KIXG 1947 CATALOffCE now 
available, at 17s. 6d. post free, c.w.o. 

UXI0X HAXDB00K. priced and illustrated, 
111 stock, price 8s., post free, c.w.o. 

BRITISH E)IPIRE VICTORY & PEACE. 
Complete collection of Hn mint stamps, 

_ mounted in loose-leaf album, price £4 10s., 
nett, post free, c.w.o. 

AFRICAN ROYAL VISIT. Complete mint col
lection of 26, pri'ce 8s. fld. St>lections of First 
Day and special cancellation covers available 

on request. 

A. LICHTE,NSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 
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IT WOULD BE 

DIFFICULT 
to find a more informative 
Stamp Journal than the 

Founded by Albert H. Harris, and now 
in its 35th year of uninterrupted 

fortnightly publication. 

Demand in the U.K. exceeds supply, but 
we are granted extra paper for 

OVERSEAS READERS ONLY 
Subscription: I~/- per annum (post free) 

I · Published by 

HARRIS 1PUBLICATION1S LTD. 
445, STRAND, LONDON, ENG. 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
• 

Let me know your interests 
and requirements. 

• 
An exensive stock of the better grade 

stamps always available, and ap- • 

proval selections are willingly sent to 

responsible collectors. 

• 
P. 0. V. lfTARREN, 

38, Lancaster Gardens, 

Clacton-on-Sea, England. 

WANTE:D 
3506 STAMPS 

To complete my World Collection 
of Normals from the first issue of 
every country to 1933 issues (in• 
elusive). Mint or good used, one 

copy of each only. 
,Yatermark and pt>rforation varieties; errors 

and shades not required. 

Last month some wekome assistance was 
received from Harmer's, Xew York; J. Hird, 
London, and F. B. Turpin: Horsmondeu, Eng-' 

land, but local help is negligible. 

)Iany vaeant plots for Hussian ,vrang<'l's · 
Army (1021) issues. 

Want list of any country upon 
application. 

Goo(l price8 for goorl copie8. 

E. DIJNT, 
Box 2437, Johannesburg. 
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["""""""~:•m~1:•~::m•~'i""ili:""D':"i:""'R:•:""P:;:~•:""'D::"""'""'"I 

;::_!===:_ (with ~:r~::~ls~:o ~e~r ~:ik~~an~~u~~~~~ n~::~~:reos) ·1======: 

By A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A., C.A.(S.A.) 

( Continued from page 43 of March issue) 

~.1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,-: 

MOULDS AND PLATES 
An en epargne master die may be repro

duced any number of times by impressing 
therewith a mould or moulds en creux, in
taglio or in recess, and subsequently infusing 
1nolten stereo metal into the moulds to form 
the en epargne facsimiles. Stereo metal is an 
alloy composed of approximately 7% tin 
plus 15% antimony plus 78% lead. The 
moulds manufactured and utilised by the prin
ters were papier-mache ones. The substance 
used for the construction of a papier-mache 
mould is known as "flong," a derivative from 
the French. "Flanc." A flong is made by past
ing together a quantity of layers of different 
kinds of paper with an agglutinative paste. 
Generally, papier-mache moulds do not sus
tain damage in the operations of removing 
cast facsimiles from the said moulds. It hap
pens, however, at times that portions of the 
papier-mache are affected by :flong shrinkage 
prior to the infusion of stereo metal, thus 
causing slight diminution in the size of cer
tain of the recesses; this in turn originates
en epargne negative plate stereos of slightly 
diminished size compared with the normal 
ones. Shrinkage of stereos also takes place 
during the cooling down process and also ori
ginates slight diminution in size from the 
normal. The most prominent examples of 
printed impressions which emanate from 
SHRUNKEN STEREOS are found on the 
right-hand pane of the 6d. denomination, 
namely, Nos. 3, 4, and 5 of horizontal row 10, 
the numeral "6" in each instance is 8 m.m. tall 
against 8½ mm. of the normal size; on the 
left-hand pane of the ld. denomination, No. 4 
of row 8, the numeral "1" is 7i mm. tall 
against 8½ mm. of the normal size. 

Each numeral plate contained 120 subjects 
arranged in two panels of 60 and each panel 
,10 horizontal rows of 6 each. From the seve
·ral numeral, symbol and stop master dies a 
papier-mache mould horizontally 6-set was 
'made for each denomination and each mould 
'received 18 separate impressions in recess 
and positive with the exception of the one for 
the ~d. denomination which received 30. im
pressions, thus:-

N o. 1 Mould - ½d. ½d. M. i1d. ½a. M. - 6 
( ;d.) 30. 

No. 2 Mould - ld. ld. ld. ld. ld. ld. - 6 
(ld.).-.18. 

No. 3 Mould - 2d. 2d. 2d. 2d. 2d. 2d. - 6 
(2d.) -18. 

No. 4 Mould-3d. 3d. 3d. 3d. 3d. 3d. -6 
(3d.) -18. 

No. 5 Mould - 5d. 5d. 5d. 5d. 5d. 5d. - 6 
(5d.) -18. 

No. 6 Mould - 6d. 6d. 6d. 6d. 6d. 6d. - 6 
(6d.) -18. 

No. 7 Mould-1/- 1/- 1/- ·11- 1/- 1/- - 6 
(1/-) -18. 

From each multiple mould of six subjects 
a longitudinal cliche of six was cast in stereo 
metal, en epargne and negative. This pro
cess was repeated nineteen times and nine
teen multiple cliches were obtained addition
ally. The said twenty cliches then were 
mounted on wood or metal base to form a 120-
set stereotyped printing plate divided into two 
panels of 60 units each in 10 horizontal rows 
of 6. Certain slight deviations from normal 
alignments of die impressions on the moulds 
were picked up in turn by each of the twenty 
6-set metal cliches cast therefrom with the re
sult that each slight defect of alignment was 
repeated twenty times on a printed sheet 120-
set or ten times on a 60-set issue sheet in 
respect of each denomination, for example:-

( a) M. -fraction bar situated more to left 
than normal over "2". 

(b) ½d. - fraction bar situated more to right 
than normal over "2". 

( c) ½d. - fraction bar situated slightly less 
to right than in (b). 

( d) ½d. - fraction bar situated slightly lower 
than in ( b) and ( c). 

(a) ld. - lowered "d", top serif thereof ½ 
mm. lower than top of "1". 

(d) ld. - "1" in higher horizontal align
ment than remainder in row. 

(f) ld. - raised "d", top serif thereof in 
line with top of "1". 

(a) 2d. - lowered "d", top serif thereof 1 
mm. lower than top of "2". 

(f) 2d. - raised "d", top serif thereof ½ 
mm. lower than top of "2". 

(a) 2d. - "2" slanted slightly to left. 
( d) 3d. - "3" higher in horizontal align

ment than "3'' in ( e) and (f). 
( e) 3d. - "3" higher .similarly than "3" of 

(f) and "d" 1 mm. from "3". 
(f) 3d. - "3" lower similarly than ( d) and 

(e) and "d" ½ mm. from "3". 
( e) 5d. - "5" horizontally higher than "5" 

of (f) and top serif of "d" lower than point 
of top serif of "5". 
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(f) 5d. - "5" slightly slanted to left and 
top serif of "d" level with point of top serif 
of "5". 

(a) 6d. - lowered "d" in relation to "6". 
(f) 6d. - "6" slightly slanted to right, and 

"d" raised slightly higher than normal. 
(f) 1/- -diagonal stroke slightly lower 

than normal. 

Left Pane Right 
Row 1 la 2b 3c 4d 5e 6f la 2b 3c 

" 
2 la 2b 3c 4d 5e 6f la 2b 3c 
3 la 2b 3c 4d 5e 6f la 2b 3c 

" 
4 la 2b 3c 4d 5e 6f la 2b 3c 
5 la 2b 3c 4d 5e 6f la 2b 3c 
6 la 2b 3c 4d 5e 6f la 2b 3c 

" 
7 la 2b 3c 4d 5e 6f la 2b 3c 
8 la 2b 3c 4d 5e 6f la 2b 3c 
9 la 2b 3c 4d 5e 6f la 2b 3c 

10 la 2b 3c 4d 5e 6f la 2b 3c 

Hence the progeny of the master numeral, 
symbol and stop dies was as follows for each 
denomination:-

1. Flat master (1) numeral- (2) symbol
( 3) stop dies of metal-hand engraved 
-negative in relief. 

2. Longitudinal numeral-symbol-stop 6-
set papier-mache mould-impressions of 
design positive in recess. • 

3. 20 longitudinal numeral-symbol-stop 
6-set. cliches of stereo metal-designs 
negative in relief. Assembled in plate 
form of 2" panels of 60 each (10 x 6)-
120 stereos-steel-faced. 

4. Printed sheets of 120 (2 x 60-issue 
sheets) numerals ad Iibitum-designs 
positive. 

SUBSTITUTED STEREOS 
Printed impressions from substituted nume

ral stereos have been observed in the follow
ing positions:-

( 1) 2d. denomination: Left pane-row 1 No. 
1. The numeral "2'' with the "stubbed 
foot." This numeral differs positionally 
from all its confreres in vertical row 1 
in that its bottom edge appears per
fectly level horizontc\lly, whereas the 
others all appear slanted to the left. 

(2) ld. denomination: Left pane-row No. 
3. The numeral "1" appears lower in 
horizontal alignment in row 1 than its 
confrere in row 2, etc. 

In addition to the foregoing, there are 
variations of distance anent the horizontal 
.spacing between the figures, symbols and 
stops due to the fact that the dies were im
pressed manually on the moulds. 

The deviations from alignment detailed 
afore occur in all rows vertically in respect 
of all the denominations as shown in the fol
lowing plan:-

Pane Left Right 
4d 
4d 
4d 
4d 
4d 
4d 
4d 
4d 
4d 
4d 

5e 6f from Cliches 1 and 11 
5e 6f 

" 
2 

" 
12 · 

5e 6f 3 
" 

rn. 
5e 6f ,, 4 

" 
14 

5e 6f 
" 

5 15 
5e 6f 6 hi 
5e 6f 7 17 
5e 6f 8 

" 
18 

5e 6f 
" 

9 
" 

rn 
5e 6f 10 20 

(3) 6d. denomination: Left pane-row 8, No. 
3 and also row 10 No. 3. In both in
stances the numeral "6" appears higher 
in horizontal alignment than the other 
numerals "6" of the same vertical row. 
In both instances the symbols "d" and 
subjacent stops are also in higher hori
zontal alignment. 

The difference between instances of devia
tion from normal horizontal alignment, which 
originated in the papier-mache mould and de
viation from normal horizontal alignment, 
which originated by stereo .substitution will 
be indicated dearly on the plan hereunder of 
an hypothetical numeral plate. It is assumed 
that a papier-mache mould is impressed with 
an epargne die representing in negative the 
figure "6" six times successively in horizontal 
alignment, that each act of impression is per
formed by hand, and that the ever-present 
factor of fallibility of the human hand pro
duces slight variations in spacing between the 
recesses and slight deviations from normal 
alig-nment represented by the letters "x" and 
"z", thus:-

Recessed impressions-6z 6x 6 6 6 6 
It is assumed that the impressions "6z" and 
"6x" are each 1 mm. lower in alignment than 
the other four impressions. 6-set cliches in 
stereo metal are cast from the mould and 
mounted in plate form, en epargne and nega
tive, as follows:-

Left Pane 
Rows 1 to 6 -- 6c 6 6 
Row 7-- 6 6 6 

" 
8 -- 6 6 6a 
9-- 6 6 6 

" 
10 -- 6 6 6b 

It is assumed also that three stereos are 
found to be defective, removed, and three 
fresh stereos are substituted in the positions 
6a, 6b and 6c, but cut individually from an
other cliche 6-set and inserted (a) 6a, 1 mm. 

6 
6 
6 
6 
6 

6x 6z -- Cliches 1 to 6 
6x 6z -- Cliche 7 
6x 6z 

" 
8 

6x 6z 
" 

9 
6x 6z 

" 
10 

higher in alignment; (b) 6b, ½ mm. higher; 
(c) 6c with slight slant. The foregoing plan 
examplifies the r~petitional papier-mache de
viations and the isolated substituted stereo 
deviations from the normals. 
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REVIEWS AND NOTICES. 

Belgium-Congo-Ruanda 
Les Editions Prix-Guide (Meyers, Rue du 

Metal I-IA, Brussels) have sent the 1_947 (2nd) 
edition of their well illustrated priced cata
logue of the stamps of Belgium, Congo and 
Ruanda-U run di, price 20 frs. 

This is a good catalogue for the fairly ad
vanced general collector. It contains some 
listings not found in most general catalogues, 
e.g., pre-cancels and _publicity st!1mps. Prices 
on the whole are higher, and m not a fe,v 
instances considerably so, than in most cata
logues with which we are familiar; but, of 
course it is more recently published than 
them, ~nd .so, perhaps, has more nearly caught 
up with the ever-advancing tide. 

THE POSTMARKS OF ADEN, 1839-1939. 
By M. H. Robertshaw. H. Garratt-Adams 
& Co., 24 Kingscote Road, Edgbaston, Bir
mingham, 15. Price 5/-, postag~ e~tra. 
Studies of postmarks are becommg mcreas-

ingly popular, and those of Aden have always 
received attention. A previous work on them, 
of. which the present writer was a co-author, 
has long been out of print, but the present 
work has considerable additions. No fewer 
than 86 types are described and very clearly 
illustrated. A companion volume on "Indian 
Stamps Used in Aden and Its Sub-Post Offices 
-An Illustrated Priced Catalogue'' is promised 
about October by the same author. The 
work goes perhaps just a little bit, but very 
little, beyond the scope of the title by includ
ing 1939 army postmarks and censor marks. 
' Both volumes will be indispensible for Aden 
specialists. 

THE REX PRICED CATALOGUE OF THE 
STAMPS OF K.G. VI, 5th (1947) Edition. 
Compiled and published by A. 0. Crane, 18 
Maple Avenue, Harrow, Middlesex, England. 
Price 3/- net, postage to British Africa nd. 
This is an excellent catalogue for its self-

limited field, with over 380 illustrations and 
5,500 prices. The latter are the maximum re
tail prices that can be recommended by the 
publisher at the time of going to press. He 
is not a dealer and cannot accept or pass on 
orders or enquiries for stamps. 

The catalogue is described as a special, but 
not a specialised, one; nevertheless it con
tains a good deal of information not to be 
found in most general catalogues. Egypt, 
Iraq and the Indian Feudatory States are not 
included, for good reasons given in the intro
duction. 

It is up-to-date enough to include the Royal 
visit stamps of the Protectorate, although not 
those of the Union or of S. Rhodesi~. It can 
be thoroughly recommended as a "bible" for 
.collectors of K. George VI issues. 

* * * 
From France come the two following priced 

~atalogues: 
( 1'I) From R. Soubairan, 7 B0uJ. .J ean-.Jaures. 

Clichy, Paris: A ~atalogue ~f the stamps of 
France and Colomes, N. Africa. Andorra and 
Monaco. Price 25 francs. The French stamps 

listed are current issues, some going back as 
far as 1850; commemoratives _from 1923 on; 
charity issues from 1914 on; air stamps from 
1927 on. 

(b) From Guy Depolier, 22 _Rue Pre~chez, 
Saint Cloud ( S. & D.) : Somethmg new m the 
catalogue line, viz., one listing stamps, fea
turing sports, covering the world. 

* * * 
In America Messrs. H. E. Harris & Co., of 

108 Massachusetts A venue, Boston, Mass., 
have been spreading themselves and have is-
sued the foliowing priced catalogues: . 

(1) "United States Sta_mps, U.S. Pos~ess101:s 
and British North America": They claim this 
to be the largest, best and most serviceable 
price list of its kind and to be complete ex
cept for the great rarieties. This is a big 
claim but is probably justified, at any rate, 
so far as the U.S.A. section is concerned. It 
should be in,the hands of all U.S.A. collec
tors and they will find listed therein not only 
straightforward postage stamps, but practic
ally every philatelic "sideline" of the country 
that could be thought of. 

(2) "Postage Stamps of the British Empire'': 
This is a price list which, although it con
tains lots of little bits of information ( often 
in a form of presentation not to be found in 
a British publication) about the various parts 
of the British Commonwealth, is scarcely likely 
to supplant British catalogues of these .stamps. 

It only• lists 20th century issues in the 
form of sets, although the publishers state 
that they can also supply a large variety of 
single stamps of both 19th and 20th centuries. 
Prices, on the whole, probably rather under 
those prevailing here or in Britain. 

(3) "Airmail Stamps of the World": A vir
tually complete price list of the world's air
post stamps, except for rarities and special 
items. The listini; is ag·ain by complete sets. 
Covers are not dealt with. 

( 4) "The Stamp Collector's Annual Cata
logue": In addition to listing various stamps, 
albums and various other philatelic accessories, 
this contains interesting and useful notes on 
how to locate the country to which any stamp 
belongs, surcharges that change a stamp's 
nationality, and a dictionary of words, phrases, 
etc., in common use by collectors. 

ST AMP VALUES, Edited by Percy C. 
Bishop, 5a Lincoln Court, Lancing, Sussex, 
England. Postal subscription 7s. per an
num. 
Congratulations to our old Durban friend 

on his return to the philatelic publishing 
world. This monthly record of auction prices 
and review of the stamp markets of the world 
should be found verv useful in these days of 
rapidly changing fashions-and, therefore, 
Yalues-in stamps. Few collectors can ignore 
the monetary side of their hobby and here 
they will get, grouped under countries, the 
best guide to the true value of their stamps 
fron1 day to <lay. 

The realisations are taken from records of 
salf's of six London firms of aucti'Oneers. In 
addition there are news-letters from various 
correspondents throughout the world. 
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Jolin P. Shiug-ler, 
B.P.A. 

POSTAGE STAMP DEALER, 

27 Terminus St., East London, C.P. 

EGYPT. 
194~ International Parliamentary Conference; 

mmt 6d., used 6d. 
1947 International Contemporary Art Exhibi

tion, 4V; mint 5s. 9d., used Hs. 3d. 
1947 New Air Stamp-10 mills; mint 4d., 

used 4d. 
1947 New Air Stamp-2 mills; mint l½d., 

used l½d. 
1946 Ci\·il Aviation Congn'SS; mint ls., used 

] :,. 
1946 Arab Rulers' Meeting at Inchass-7V; 

mint 2s., used 2s. 
1946 Citadel~ mint 101l., uspd ls. 
l!Hti Cairo Philatelic Exhibition-,n·; mint 

28. f3d., USl'd 2s. 6d. 
1946 Royai Visit-lbn Saud ; mint Gd., used Gel. 
1943 Pan Arab Conferenee-2V ; mint ls. 3d., 

used ls. 3d. 
1945 Khedh·e l8mail; mint 9d., used 9d. 
1945 King Farouk's 25th Birthday ; mint 9d., 

used 9d. 
1944 King Farouk J.Iemorial : mint ls., used ls. 
1940 Child Welfare--l'rincess Ferial; mint 

ls. 3d., used ls. 
1947 Due on 6 May-Evacuation of Egypt; 

mint 5d., used 6d. 

My Price List-~ are Free. 

ALL DEALERS 
in South Africa who do not already read the 

PHILATELIC 
TRADER 

should send their subscription, 61
- per 

annum, immediately for this invaluable 
fortnightly guide to 

BUYING and SELLING 
throughout the sterling area. 

HARRIS PUBLICATIONS LTD. 
445, Strand,- London, England. 

CHOICE COLONIALS 
B. EAST AFRICA. 1890. ½a on ld, (1) 

mint at -17/6; u8ed -17/ti 1890/94. 
Variety imperf. l\11.NT. la at 20/-; 2a 
at 12/6; 4a at 20/-; 8a at 27/ti; 
lH (1-!a) ................. . 

1894. 5a on 8a (27) mint at 25/-; used 
1894. 7-½a on l n (28) mint ....... . 
189,">. ''½ anna'' on 3a (31) used ... . 
18!li"i. ~IINT, 3a (37) at 12/fi; -Ha (39) 

llt :35/-: -l½a (=tn) at tiO/-; 7-fa (41) 
1893. D,EV. ½a at 8/ti; la at 22/6; 2a 

at 2-">/-; 2½a at 15/-; aa at 12/6; -ta 
at 10/6; -!½a at :10;-; 1R (43) .. 

189:S. 2½ on Ha (48) mint ..... . 
1895. ½a to rm ( 4!) /ti3) mint set of 17 
189;'>. 2R (tH) mint at 2;i/-; used .. 
1895. 3R (62) mint ......... . 
1~95. 3R (H3) mint at 40_1-; used .. 
Con>r bearing HU. 8:!/8H &- 90 . . . . . . 
1897. l\IIXT. lR at 1:!/6; 2R at 22/6; 

:3R at 32/H: 4R (DJ) • • . . . . . . • . 
1897. l18ED. l H ,1t 12/fi; 2R at 2f>/-; 

3R at :32/li: 10H (!J7) .•.....•.. 
B. ~O:\IALIL.\.ND. 190~3. ½a to 5R 

(1/1:3) mint .............. .. 
mo:--\. ½a to JR (l/10) mint at 1:3/o; 

used ................... . 
]!)03. Overprint inverted. :-m (17b) mint 
1904. ½a to 3R (32/44) mint ..... . 
l!H2/19. )ICA ~a to ;",R (fi0/72) mint .. 
l!J21. 8cript. ½a ,to i"iH (73/7;'i) mint .. 
HJ01. OH:il~. 11{ (OH)) mint ~ontrol 

copy ................... . 

45/0 
22/6 
:X,/0 
15/0 

27/f; 

12/6 
37/ll 

rno;o 
30/0 
32/H 
4,">/0 

100/0 

80/0 

100/0 

65/0 

17/6 
27f>/0 
8fi/0 
70/0 
!i0/0 

90/0 
SEW IRSUfJ ,'IERYICE--Nend for varticu1HI"-~-. 
I am alwa;vs a1nio11s to I'Pplenish niy stocks of 
hetter grade COLO:\"IAL~, high values, et<'. 
Details with nriee required of anything you 
may have for disposal will recei\·e my 

irnmPdiate :tttention. 

E. S. JAMES, 
RUSTINGTON, SUSSEX. ENGLAND 

U.S.S.R. 
"Stamp Col1ecting" of 22nd March gives a 

check list, officially provided, of all stamps 
issued between April, 1946, and 27th January, 
1947. There are some 20 separate issues and 
87 different stamps. 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Control strips of Union and Transvaal 
also mint blocks, cards and envelopes 
of many African countries. 

E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom. 

Seychelles Wanted. Full catalogue price 
offered for fine used copies of Stanley 
Gibbons numbers 81, 83; 85, 90, 91, 
92A to 101, 103, 104, 107, 108, 110 to 
120, 121, 122, 122A, 123A, 125. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes
burg. 
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ROYAL VISIT PHILATELY. 

Several readers have written in with lists of 
flaws on the Union stamps. As they do not 
all agree it is fairly obvious that they are 
not. all constant, and we trust they will excuse 
us if ~e do _not quote th~m all but only give 
those hsted by Mr. Sheffield as below. Final 
d_ecision as to what are significant flaw varie
ties may still have to wait a little. 

Union "Royal Visit" Printings and Flaws. 

The difference between the two printings of 
the Union "Royal Visit" 2d. value mentioned 
in the March issue of "The South African 
Philatelist" is fairly evident when the two are 
compared and with a few distinguishing 
features as a guide, those interested will find 
no difficulty in classifying the stamps of the 
cylinders. 

Printing "A," from Cylinder No. 6912, is 
of a silvery mauve colour with a greater range 
of tones than in the darker and more evenly 
coloured issue produced from the "B" cylinder 
No. 39. The lines throughout the forffi'2r ap
pear cleaner, or sharper, so causing the design 
to stand out in greater relief and producing 
a much brighter and distinctive stamp than 
that of the "B'' printing. 

Examination of the scroll carrying the 
name "SOUTH AFRICA" or "SUID-AFRI
KA" will show that in the "A" printing the 
letters are set out on a horizontal bar of ·~he 
same height as the letters, but of a slightlv 
darker shade than that portion of the scroll 
along the top and bottom of the name. This 
feature is clearly visible in both the English 
and Afrikaans stamps of the "A" cylinder, 
but is entirely absent in the "B" printing 
where the colour in the name section of the 
scroll is the same shade throughout. 

The Afrikaans stamp of the "B" printing 
has one other slight point of difference in the 
fact that a small break occurs in the upper 
portion of the half circle drawn at the extreme 
left of the name scroll, whereas in the pro
duction from the "A" cylinder the lines in 
this . item of the design are continuous 
throughout the curve. 

There are more "fly-specks" present on the 
stamps of the "A" printing than on the "B," 
but the number of prominent flaws is quite 
small in both issues. Several of the minor 
spots, especially in the "A" printing, have not 
been included in the accompanying list, and 
it is probable that the "Bird" in the "A'' and 
the "Hyphen" in the "B" issue will prove to 
be the most interesting. 

Stamps of the "B" printing appear to have 
been the only variety on sale at most of the 
Post Offices on the Reef during- the first four 
weeks· of the Royal Tour and as far as is 
known at present the "A" printing was first 
noted in Johannesburg about the beginning of 
March. On the other hand, all S.W.A- stamps 
examined to date show the overprint to be on 
the "A" cylinder issue, and it will he inter
esting to observe if they appear in both print
ings. Apart from the number of shades in 
which the "B" cylinder stamps have been 

p,rinted it may be of interest to mention that 
t~e sh~et numbers of this issue have appeared 
with four figure red numerals and five figure 
black numerals. 

The ld. yalue of the Royal Visit set seems 
to be particularly free from flaws and none 
worthy of recording have been noted so far. 
T~e 3d value, however, is not so perfect in 
~lus re~pect! and specialists will find several 
mterestmg items for attention in this fine re
prod~ction. It is undoubtedly the most at
tractive of an excellent commemorative set of 
stamps, and the Government Printing Depart
ment can be congratulated on an issue that has 
appealed to both public and collectors alike. 

MINOR VARIETIES 

2d. Value.-Cylinder "A", Ko. 6912: 

Row 5/1 "V" mark between King and Queen 
Row 10/6 '\Bir~" pei::ched on hear of figure "2'' 
Row 11/6 \ ertical lme at head of Queen 

2d. Value.-Cylinder "B", No. 39: 

Row 7 /6 Dark bleb at head of figure ''2'' 
Row 8/6 Small bleb at foot of figure "2". 
Row 10/6 Dot uuder "I" of AFRICA 
Row 12/2 hyphen-like mark between "A" and 

"F" of AFRICA. 
Row 19/3 Small mark near head of King 

3d. Value: 

A white ~url appears in the hair of Princess 
Margaret Just above her left shoulder on a 
number of stamps in the sheet and are listed 
as follows: Row 5/6 : 13n : 13/3 : and then 
Rows 14 to 20 but on stamps 1 to 5 only. 
(?th~r mar~s noted are given below, but the 
hst 1s not mtended to be ,~:omplete. 
Row 1/4 "D'' ornament in Princess Mar

garet's hair. 
Row 3/6 Mark on Princess Elizabeth's arm. 
Row 5/3 Mark on bottom of right hand 

figure "3." 
Row 7 / 4 Small bleb above "A" of AF RI KA 
Row 8/2 Dark spot· near Princess Marga

ret's left ear. 
Row 8/5 Circle above Princess Elizabeth's 

head 
Row 9/5 Numeral "9" on Princess Marga

ret's arm 
Row 16/5 Ornament in Princess Margaret's 

hair. 
Row 19/2 "Masked" Princess (Elizabeth) 
Row 20/6 Numeral "9" on Princess Marga

ret's hair. 

S.W.A. Overprint: 
Mr. H. Roth. of Outjo, submits specimens of 

the ld. with the overprint so low that it is 
on th~ w~ite margin of the stamp, also of the 
2d. with it down over the "South Africa'' and 
"Suid-Afrika." A 3d. stamn in the 19th row 
has the S.W.A. printed rather defectively so 
that the letters appear to be thinner than the 
normal. 

Special Cancellation }larks: 

The · special Royal Visit mark used in 
Bechuanaland on 17th April differs from those 
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used in Basutoland and Swaziland in having 
a town name as well as that of the territory. 
It reads "Royal Visit/Lobatsi. Bech. Prot." 

Information about the Un-ion special cancel
lers comes from Mr. F. J. H. Kotze, of Dur
ban, and from Capt. J. B. van Wyk. It may 
be summarised thus: 

There were in all six cancellers, the general 
design of them all being as illustrated. In 
three the English wording came first, as 

~
/?--;~[ 

~l~-~--: 
i .1."~ 

~-_;_-::"f~ 
-:---.. 

, .,' INK!. 

17 II 047 

<1'ff/fA-1~41-

shown; in the other three the Afrikaans word
ing came first "Koninklike Besoek-Royal 
Visit/ Suid-Afrika-1947--South Africa." 

There appear to be very slight differences 
in size as a whole and in the size of the let
tering, but these can be ignored as there is 
one very definite way of distinguishing be-

0 □ 

tween the marks, viz., by the "ornaments" 
separating the top and the bottom lettering. 
These are shown, somewhat enlarged, in the 
accompanying drawing: The two in the top, 
row are as used in Pretoria for "first day" 
cancellations, that on the left being 011 the 
English-first canceller as shown in the first 
illustration, the other being ill' the Afrikaans-
first canceller. · 

The others are "Royal Train" cancellers, the 
two in the middle row being those used in 
the P.O. on the "Pilot Train" and are those 
most commonly seen as Royal Tour svecial 
cancellations. The Maltese Cross is on the 
English-first stamper; the other on the ,.Afri
kaans-first one. The latter, when not very 
clearly defined, may look more like a straight
edged diamond-shape mark. 

The solid square in the bottom row is the 
distinguishing feature of the English-first 
mark used on the "White Train." The sixth 
canceller, the Afrikaans-first mark used 'in 
the separate telegraph and cable office on the 
Pilot Train has a small equilateral triangle 
as its distinguishing feature; normally, how-

ever, this was not used on ordinary postal 
matter. 

S. Rhodesia. The stamps · illustrated last 
month are on unwatermarked paper, line perf. 
14. The horizontal holes seen on a 3d. sheet 
are larger than those in the vertical rows; on 
the ld. they are the same size in both direc
tions, but whether this difference holds good 
for all sheets is not known. There are centre 
guide crosses and the printers' inprimation 
as in the Protectorates issues, but no plate 
number. 

The first-day cover rush in Salisbury was 
apparently as bad as in the Protectorates for 
it took exactly three weeks for some of them 
to reach Johannesburg; there was no special 
postmark for these covers. 

The special "Royal Tour" canceller, in use 
while the Royal Party was actually in Rho-

~~1; MG 

)\',~-'« I 
"_:lr,. i"°'!\s' 
-·~~~ 

desia, is as shown in the accompanying illus
tration. 

In addition to the Mashonaland Philate!i~ 
Society's souvenir envelope mentioned last 
month, the Philatelic Society of Rhodesia 
(located in Bulawayo) also had one. Its special 
feature was the Union Jack and the Royai 
Standard crossed above a statue of Cecil 
Rhodes. Thanks to Mr. J. F. Davidson for a 
specimen. 

Off-Sale. The Union, S.W.A. and Protec
torate stamps were withdrawn from sale after 
24th April, the day of leaving of the Royal 
Visitors; those of S. Rhodesia remained on 
sale till 30th April. 

Protectorates Perforations: 
Mr. A. 0. Crane in his leaflet "Betwee11 You 

and Me" describes the perforation of the Pro
tectorates' Royal Visit stamps as s·omething 
unusual in modern colonials. He describes th~ 
ld. stamps as all being line perf. 12~ x 12~; 
it might be expected, therefore, that the others, 
in horizontal format, would be 12?! x 12!:i, and 
this is the case as regards the 3d. and ls. The 
2d., however, as released in London, is 12:t x 
12§; specimens of the Swaziland 2d. received 
from Swaziland, however, show both 12~ x 12?i 
and 12~ x 12~. 

This set me examining sheets and loose 
specimens, all obtained locally from the three 
Protectorates, some obtained at date of jssue 
( 17th February), others obtained later, about 
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the end of March, so as possibly to cover early 
and later printings. 

My findings simply do not agree with those 
of Mr. Crane, as I am forced to the conclusion 
that the perforation is best described as 12i both ways. I measured many stamps with one 
of Gibbons' "lnstanta" gaug~s, which reads to tenths, and checked on this by putting the 
horizontal side of stamps against the vertical 
side of others and vtce versa. 

I admit that some stamps show slight vari
ations, both in horizontal and/:or vertical per
foration, from an exact 12~ and might occa
sionally come nearer 12~; but on the other hand, occasional measurements come nearer 
12?i. 

It seems to me that this discrepancy in :find-
ings might very well be accounted for by dif
ferences in humidity of the atmosphere and 
slight shrinking or swelling of the paper in 
one or other direction. 

The hour or so spent on this measuring has 
made me a strong supporter of Gibbons' policy 
in not recording pe:rforati-ons in quarters but merely in the nearest halves. I· hope, however, 
that others will check up on this particular 
problem. 

Not exactly a note on perforatious, but a 
little matter that might interest anyone speci
alising in these stamps is the presence in the centre of each sheet (junction of horizontal rows 5 and 6 and vertical rows 3 and 4) of 
a small printer's guide cross in the colour of the stamps. On the Bechuanaland ld. sheets, 
however, it is not in the centre of the sheet vertically but between horizontal rows 2 and 3. There are other guide lines and dots in the 
marginal rows or in the white selvedge. There is also, of course, the printers' imprimatur 
under the two centre stamps "\,Vaterlow & 
Sons, Limited, London Wall, London, E.C." and the plate number under the last but one 
stamp of the bottom row. Only plate numbPr 1 has been seen. J. IT. Harn'Y Pirie. 

* * * The African Collectors' Exchange, of Box 
5403, .T ohannesburg, produced an attractive cover for Princess Elizabeth's Birthday show
ing a 21st birthday key over a map of Africa with a photograph of the Princess fo1·ming 
the ring of the key. Thanks for a specimen cover; also for a Rhodesian cover with a ~,ic
ture of the Royal Train. The special tour 
postmarks on this were in blue. 

CHANNEL ISLES 
JersPy Pictorial Set (6) mint 9/fl; F.D.C. 10/fl. Jenwr Arms tvpe (2) mint 2/fi; F.D.C .. :1/-. GuPnisey Arms· typP ( ½d., ld., 2½d.) mint 3/-. Complete C.I. mint issues (11) 1-l/-. Rarf' itPlllS: Guernsey rn-rn bi,.:f'ct :rn;-. 1938 type £3. rn:H typP £f3. Hll2 typP £:i. 

A.ll Post. FrPe (Air Jlail). 
CurrPnt British Colonial,.: mint at 12½ 1wr cent. over face and rect>nt FrPIH'h & Freneh 

Colonials an1ilable on 
- APPROVALS -

J. MARTIN, 
69, Henley Avenue, North Cheam, 

Surrey England, 

SPECIAL 
EXCHANGE 
OFFER 

for our Customers 
in South Africa 

If you, need pictorials, we gh"e you: 
(a) equal quantity and quality of only large sized, mostly ,var and post-war European pictorials against pictorials or low values of the dues and officials from South Africa, or against any stamp from South

West Africa. 
( b) 1.000 large sized Europeau pictorials as abO\'e or one packPt 500 different Hungary for each 10,000 common stamps-2-5 kinds in unequal quantities-South 

Africa. 
( c) 100 x ("jQ different large sized European pictorials against 200 x 2:'l different from South Africa and South-West Africa. 
J.f von need packet-nwterial, we give you 
(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

1,000 x 5 differPnt Hungary against 100 x 
5 different South Africa. 
1,000 x 15 different Hungary against 2,000 x 8 different South Africa. 
1.000 x 50 differC'nt Hungary against 4,000 x 12 different South Africa. 
1,000 x 100 different world against 10,000 
x 10 different South Africa. 

(h) 100 x 5 different San l\Iarino against 100 x 5 different South-'\Yest Africa. 
If you need sets, send your surplus stock of common stamps, we pay the best prices, and 
Wll send you wholesale approvals as your wants ; better p·ade sets, singles, new 1ssues in complete or short sets, packets by countries, short sets and pictorials for boy's trade, etc., at our lowest nett prices. Let us know your needs regarding pricPs and countries. Money 

back guaranteed. 
'\Ye are able to use up to 100,000 of each kind of stamp from the same customer. Both sifles postfree, send please detailed \1woice by airmail. ·we receive and gh·e you the packets only. not made up, also in bundles or sheets. '\Ye don't ,vant stamps of better grade or mint sets, we want only the cheapest packet material. If you ha,·e others .in hand as mentio1wd in this ackertisement, let us know your offers or send them with your wishes 

with confidence. 

Ora tv;enty years in the business. 
Dest references in all parts of the world. 

KISS LAJOS, 
WHOLESALE STAMP DEALER, 

BUDAPEST IV, 
Hungary Karilyi-pal-utca 9. 
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QUADRISECTED 4d. CAPE 

TRIANGULARS 
Congratulations to Mr. Jurgens for un

earthing a "quadrisect" from Smithfield of 
which l am rathe:r proud to have been' -~he 
"godfather," so-~o-!3ay, . I am sure, many a 
Free State specialist ,v11l envy him for this 
unique item which he seems to have produced 
out of his sleeve like a true magician. 

May I add just the following to Mr. Jur
gens' stimulating remarks about my article: 
1 ~urposely quoted, together with the publi
ca t1on of the letter of 15th October 1856 the 
marginal note written thereon by 'the u'.F.S. 
Government Secretary to the effect that a 
copr of the lett<:r be sent to the postmaster at 
Smithfield. This means obvi·ously that the 
9.F.S. Government did not feel obliged to 
issue a memorandum or a regulation in con
formity with the wishes of the Colonial Sec
retary, but that it just sent a copy of the 
letter to the Smithfield postmaster as a mat
!er of ~ourtesy, without any comm~nt, leaving 
1t to h1m to do as he pleased in the matter. 
Mr. Jurgens is therefore perfectly right when 
he p.oints out that the O.F .S. Government was 
absolutely independent in this regard. 

In this connection, I note with great in
terest that Mr. Jurgens' specimen of the 
Smithfield "quadris€ct," as reproduced in the 
'.'S.A._ Philatelis~," April, 1947, p. 58 (Fig. 3), 
1s affixed to a piece of newspaper which shows 
clearly the date of June 28, 1864. Nearlv 
eight years had passed, therefore, since the 
Colonial Secretary had expressed, in the 
letter of 15th October, 1856, his displeasure 
about the practice of using "subdivided" 
stamps. In spite of the passing of eight years, 
the postmaster at Smithfield still indulged, 
with the apparent sanction of the O.F.S. 
Government, in this practice of quadrise<'ting 
4d. stamps in order to obtain ld. stamps for 
use on newspapers. One must presume that 
1d. stamps must have been actually supplied 
meanwhile to the O.F.S. Government from 
Cape Town for the newspaper rate, but that 
the postmaster at Smithfield (and possibly 
others, too) had to resort to the quadrisect
ing of 4d. stamps again occasionally, whenever 
stocks of ld. stamps had run short. 

K. FREUND. 
[The p-iece of newspaper-probably foe 

"Queenstown Gazette"-with the ld. rec
tangular stamp cancelled "Smithfield Betaald" 
could probably be approximately dated :if 
some historian would oblige. An item of news 
on the back reads "Latest Telegrams. Gazette 
Office, 5 p.m. The steamer Australian arrived 
in Simon's Bay this morning . . . The most 
important news to hand by this opportunity is 
the death of the Lord Brougham."-Ed.] 

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS 

"POSTAGE" 
. In an interesting article in the December 
issue of the "British Philatelist," li. J. 
Howard deals briefly with the development of 
p~stal services in Britain from 1200 onwards. 
His main object is to show the original "Free" 
and "_Frank'' stamps are the equivalent of the 
adhes1v~ postage stamp as we know it to-day. 

A pomt brought out, incidentally is that 
th d " t " · ·t d ' e w:or pos age 1n 1 s mo ern sense a p-
pears to have been first used in an Act of the 
Commonwealth in 1654 where it is laid down 
how letters for the Service of the Common
wealth and for His Highness the Lord Pro
tector sha 1l be endorsed to free them from 
any pay or JJostage. 

* EARLY NY ASALAND POSTMARKS 
l\:lr. C. D. Twynam has a well illustrated 

article on these in the February issue of "Gib
bons' Stamp Monthly." A number of different 
types of postmark are given, with lists of 
offices where they were used. Some of those 
with letters or numerals but no place names 
are still mvaiting identification. 

Amongst these la.tter are marks of the Cape 
numeral bar type, of which some 22 numbers 
are given. Jurgens, in his writings on Cape 
postn~.arks, gi~e~ only m~e of these (854), re
markmg thl~t 1t 1s_ not strictly of the 1864 type, 
the bars bemg thmner and wider 'Spaced. Six 
of the numbe1;s given are als? recorded by J ur
gens as used _m the Ca:pe; _this double usage is, 
of course, qmt~ a poss1bihty as usage both in 
the Cape and m other territories outside the 
Cape is known. Fifteen of the numbers given 
are not identified as regards place of usacre 
by Jurgens, so this may fill up some of his 
blanks \the_ majority are in the 800's). In 
Twynam s list only five offices of usage a:re 
identified and two of these are doubtful. 

* HUNGARY 
T\:O ne\~· sets of s!amps appeared in March; 

an air mail set on the 5th with views of vari
ous buildings, and on the 15th a so-called 
''Liberty Series'' for ordinary postage. This 
latter features 10 different individuals who at 
.various times from 1437 till quite recently, 
advocated, struggled or fought for liberty and 
freedom. 

Stamps Wanted 
At- tlw lar~Pst wholPsah• stamp dt->nll-'r in tlw 
Fuitl-'d ::-tatH,. WI-' eonstantly buy wholesalP 

quantitiPs of:· • 

SETS PACKETS Kl LOW ARE 
SINGLE STAMPS 

f-~ml us ~l dl-'taill-'d list of your offers, whieh 
will rl-'CP1n• our prompt. earPfnl ~lttPntion. 
l{pfpt"PIH'PS will UP SP!lt Oil l"l-'f[llf'Rt (if you do 
not alrPady know us) so that yon mav deal 

with us with eomp!PtP eonfidenel-' · 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
BOSTON 17, MASS., U.S.A. 
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Rhodesian Censor Mar ks, Seals, and oilier 

War Markings 1939-46 
By J. H. HARVEY PIRIE, F.R.P.S.L. and W. G. N ODDER. 

( Continued from page 38 of March issue) 
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10. Triple oval, no crown. 

(a) Same as 8 (b) between ovals, "Head
quarters/ (date) / Office" in centre. In vrnlet. 

(b) "Rhodesian African Rifles Depot / 
Salisbury" between ovals, "Orderly / (date) 
I Room'' in centre. In violet. 

(c) "Rhodesian African Rifles Depot / 
Orderly Room'' between ovals, "P.O. box 1482 
/ (date) Salisbury" in centre. In violet. 

( d) "No. 2 Training Centre / S. Rhodesia" 
between ovals, " ( date) / Bulawayo" in centre. 
In violet. Also occurs with Bulawayo above 
date. 

(e) "No. 2 Training Camp / Bulawayo'' be
tween ovals, "P.O. box 1131'' in centre. In blue 
or black. 

(f) "Park River Training Camp / Umtali 
S. Rhodesia" between ovals, "Tel. No. 335 / 
(date)" in centre. In violet. 

(g) "Technical Office / S.R.R.R. Umtali" 
between ovals, date in centre. In violet. 

(h) "M.O. i/c No. 4 T.C. / Umtali" between 
ovals, a smudge (probably date) in centre. In 
violet. 

(i) B.S.A. P.nlice / Fort Victoria'' between 
ovals, "Radio / (date) / Communication::;" in 
centre. In violet. 

(.i) "B.S.A. Police / Essexvale" between 
ovals, date in centre. In violet. Note: These 
two Police marks we consider are correctly 
listed as military franks because the covers 
with them are marked "On Active Service" 
and th~ franks have an Officer's signatu.ce or 
initials in manuscript. 

(k) "Military Aer:odrome / Salisbury, S. 
Rhodesia" between ovals and "Tel. No. 3696 / . 
(date)" in centre. In violet. 

(1) "2nd/4th Btns. Rhodesia Regiment / 
Bulmvayo" between :ovals with "Quarter
master / ( date) / Drill Hall" in centre. In 
violet. 

(m) "Quartermaster / King George VI 
Barracks" between ovals with " (date) / 
Salisbury" in centre. In violet. 

11. Triple circl.es. 
"Battalion Orderly Room / Rhodooia Regi

ment" between circles and "1st Training Bat
talion / (date)" in centre. In violet. 
12. Double ,oval with crown. 

(a) "Asst. Provost-Marshal / signature in 
M/S) / Official Free / P.O. box (248 in M/S) 
Umtali." In violet. 

(b) Like (a) but with "(144 in M/S) 
Gwelo." In bluish-black. 

(c) "Deputy Provost Marshal / Official 
Free / P.O. Box 803 / Bulawayo, S. Rhodesia" 

in black and in violet. 
(d) "Nervous Disorders Hospital / Official 

Free / P.O. box (n1,1mber) / Bulawayo S 
Rhodesia." In violet. ' · 

13. Rectangle 44 x 38 mm., with "Deputy / 
Provost Marshal / S.R. / Military & Ai~ 
Force I Pqlice / P.O. box 803 / Phone No. 
4023 / Agency Chambers / Bulawayo." In 
black. 

C. Internment Camp Marks, all triple oval8. 

(a) "No. 1 General / Internment Camp" be
tween ovals, <late in centre. In violet. 

(~) "No. 1 (General) Internment Camp / 
Salisbury, S. Rhodesia" between ovals, date in 
centre. In purple. Note: At this camp female 
Internees from the Union of South Africa 
were a,~commodated as well as local Internees. 

(c) No. 3 Gatooma / Internment Camp" 
~etween ovals, date and/or signature in M/S 
m centre. In blue or grey-black. 

(d) "No. 4 Umvuma / Internment Camp" 
between ovals, date in centre. In violet. Note: 
!',-. cover from this Camp provides an interest
mg puzzle. It has on it a postmark of the 
type recorded by Mr. I. H. C. Godfrev and 
illustrated in the "S.A. Philatelist" of ·Janu
ary, 1947, p. 16, as a mark in use at all East 
African ~om1_11and P.O.W. camps. Actually 
the drawmg illustrated was made from this 
specimen and the date is, as shown, 28 JUN 
42. The cover is endorsed as from an Italian 
civil internee at Umvuma and was addressed 
to Asmara in Eritrea, the backstamp of that 
town being dated 30-7-42. 

We interpreted this at first as signifying 
that the Internment camp at Umvurna was 
perhaps in part, also a P.O.vV. camp run b; 
the East African Command. A note from 
Major L. E. Creasy of Salisbury assures us, 
however, that such was not the case-it ,vas 
purely a Southern Rhodesian camp for in
ternees. 

A possible explanation w0uld seern to be 
tha~ th~ P.O.W. postmark was applied, say, in 
Nairobi, en route from Umvuma to Asmara. 

II. NORTHERN RHODESIA 

This territory has not provided us with 
many war markings, but, again, there are 
probably others that we have not come across 
and a record of them will be welcome. 

Although not exactly coming under the title 
of our communication it may just be recalled 
to notice here that a Union of South Africa 
A.P.O. (No. 8) functioned at Broken Hill 
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from 1-7-40 to 19-7-41, the period when there 
was a steady stream of military vehicles and 
equipment up the Great North Road from the 
Union to Kenya. Also that later on an East 
African A.P.O. (No. 52) was stationed at 
Lusaka. 

Military Censor Marks. 
1. The type shown in Fig. 6 has been seen 

on an O.H.M.S. envelope with a Lusaka post
mark, dated 2 Dec., 1941. 

Fig. 6 

2. "Passed by Censor" in block letters 2.5 
mm. high, 37 mm. long with a signature in 
M/S. In violet on a cover from Ndola (1943) 
which also shows the Rhodesian Air Training 
Group frank as in Fig. 4, Var. (c). 

Cirilian Censor Marks. 
1. Similar to Fig. 2 of the S. Rhodesian 

series but with "PER 59" in place of "DE/3." 
In violet on a cover postmarked Chisamba. 
This mark is very doubtfully recorded as a 
N. Rhodesian one; it is more probably a Brit
ish one as a simlar mark with a PER number 
has been noted on a letter sent from Britain 
to the Union <)f South Africa. Also, this par
ticular letter was addressed to N. Ireland and 

e 
PASSED 

0/1 

I<'ig. 7 

had, of course, to pass through Britain en 
route. 

.2. With "0/1" in place of "DE/3" as in 
Fig. 2, and ~ d.ifferent ~haped crown. See Fig. 
7. Two _varieties of this occur; (a) with the 
number mserted by hand in ink or pencil and 
(b) with the number as part of the handstamp. 

Of Var. (a) we have No. 2 in black fr.om 
Livingstone, Nos. 7 and 12 in blue from Liv
ingstone and of Var. (b) No. 1 in blue-black 
from Livingstone, No. 3 · in blue from Mwini
lunga .and from Lusaka, and No. 3 in black 
from Mwinilunga. 

It seems _likely that other numbers, at least 
up to 12 exist, also that the users of the vari
ous numbers were located at different places 
throughout the country. 

3. This type, Fig. 8, has been noted on 
covers posted in N. Rhodesia and on air 

covers passing through the territory from the 
Belgian Congo to the Union of South Africa. 

No. 7 has been seen from Broken Hill (1941) 
in blue-black and No. 8 from Lusaka, on 
cover from there ( 1940) in bluish and on cover 
from the Belgian Congo ( 1940) in blue. Pre
sumably other numbers and locations remain 
to be recorded. 

Censor's Seal. 
Only one specimen has come our way, on 

the cover just mentioned from Lusaka with 
Censor Mark No. 8 of Type 3. It is white 
with "Examined by / Censor No .... ,'' 
the blanks in each instance being filled in by 
the Type 3 Censor's Mark. 

0 f ficial Franks. 
Only two have been noted. 
( (1) Triple oval with "Rhodesian Ferry 

Control Unit / Ndola" between ovals and "19 
Jan 1946 / P.O. box 224" in centre. The cover 
also has the general Rhodesian Air Training 
Group frank of type shown in Fig. 4, Var. 
(c). In vi~let. . " . 

(2) Triple oval 56 x 38 mm. with Director 
of Manpower / Broken Hill, Northern Rho
desia" between ovals and "R. W elensky / 30 
Sep 1942" in centre, put in by a separate 
handstamp. In grey-black. 

* * * U.S.A. CENTENARY EXHIBITION 
In connection with the International Exhi

bition being held in Ne~ York, 17-25 _May, 
celebrating the 100th anniversary of the mt_ro
duction of U.S.A. stamps, the followmg 
stamps, etc., are to be issued: 

A 3c stamp in blue with portraits of Wa:sh
ington and Franklin, and illustrating the de
velopment of postal s~rvices, a Pony Exp:r:ess 
rider, early locomotive, modern locomotive, 
steamship and aeroplane. To be released at 
the Exhibiton on 17th May. 

A tricoloured souvenir sheet, costing 15c, 
with reproductions of the 184 7 Franklin 5c 
'Stamp in blue and the 1847 Washmgton ~~c 
stamp in red. To be released at the Exhibi
tion on 19th May. 

A stamped air envelope with a 5c red stamp, 
bearing profile likenesses of Washington and 
Franklin; "AIR MAIL" between them, and the 
design otherwise like the 3c stamp. To be re
leased at the Exhibition on 21st May. 

Special cancellati?ns announcing ~he ex~i~i
tion are already m use at . various cities 
thoughout the country. Thanks to Francis G. 
Gaudette for one from Boston, Mass. 
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NEW ZEALAND 
Mr. Eric G. Cowell reports that, although 

the 1946 Health Stamps were not so well re
ceived as usual, the sales up to their last) day 
on 28th February, set up another record
£88,000 as against £75,000 the' year before. 

On 1st May there will appear new values 
of the K.G. VI issue, 2d., 4d., 5d., 6d., 8d., 9d., 
ls., ls. 3d., 2s. and 3s., the three higher values 
being bicoloured. Collectors are a little dis
appointed at this reverting to a somewhat 
sombre portrait design after the magnificent 
world-wide reception given to their -pictorial 
Victory set. 

The set will, as usual, be overprinted for 
use in the various island dependencies and in 
Western Samoa. 

The Postage Dues are likely to appear soon 
in changed colours; the 2d. on paper with the 
multiple watermark has just recently been put 
in use. 

* FEZZAN 
Whitfield, King & Co's "Bulletin" announces 

a new French stamp-issuing territory, viz., 
Fezzan. This is a territory in the Sahara be
tween Lake Tchad and Tripolitania, formerly 
in Italian occupation. There were provisionals 
issued when Gen. Leclerc marched through on 
his way to El Alamein ( overprints on stamps 
of Italy and Libya), but there has now ap
peared a full pictorial set of 15, 10c up to 50f. 

* "REPRINTS" 
We are interested to note that the following 

two articles which appeared in recent months 
in our columns have been reprinted overseas 
as follows: 

(a) "David Turner-Engraver of the 
K.G. V Profile Portrait Dies of the Union of 
South Africa, of the Crown Colonies, and of 
India," by A. Hilton Sydow; in '•Stamp Collec
ting" of 7th December, 1946. 

(b) "Cape of Good Hope 'Official' Stamp," by 
S. Kassar; in "Linn's Weekly Stamp News" 
of 13th February, 1947. 

* B.P.A. EXPERTISING 
The British Philatelic Association is expand

ing iDi its efforts to be of service to philatelists 
and is now prepared to have Societies affiliated 
so that members of these Societies shall have 
the use of their Expert Department on the 
same terms as collector members of the As
sociation. 

Subscription rates will be, annually, for 
societies with a membership of up to 50, one 
gu~nea; of from 51 to 100 members, two 
gumeas; over 100 members, three guineas. 

Each guinea paid will also entitle societies 
to one copy of the Association's journal "Phil
ately." 

Later on the Association hopes to be able to 
supply affiliated societies with lectures, slides, 
films, etc. ' 

Applications or enquiries to be made to the 
B.P.A. at 3 Berners Street, London, W. 1. 

NE,i\T REPUBLIC 
In "Stamps" of 22nd March, Mr Wiltsee 

describes and figures three combination covers 
with New Republic and Natal stamps, of 
which he is, and rightly so, very proud on 
account .of their rarity and historical interest. 

He makes a stupid mistake, however, in at
tributing the necessity for Natal stamps on 
these covers to carry them through Natal, to 
scorn on the part of that colony for their 
small Boer neighbour. He does not appear to 
be aware of such things as the regulations of 
the Universal Postal Union (to which the New 
Republic did not belong) nor of the fact that 
letters going to the neighbouring South Afri
can Republic had to be franked with its 
stamps in addition to those of the New Repub
lic itself. 

He is also in error in thinking he cleaned up 
the market of such covers when in South 
Africa in 1892-95; there are still a few in col
lections here. 

* BRITAIN'S "PEACE" STAMPS 
The "British Philatelist" of February, 1947, 

has an article by Mr. W. A. Tester has a study 
of the Peace issue of 11th June, 1946, giving 
detailed information as to cylinder numbers, 
varieties, flaws, etc. These flaw marks seem 
to be just about as numerous as those we find 
on Union stamps; there is a good illustration 
of the best known of them-the "seven berries" 
on the 3d., stamp 71, cylinder 4, no stop. ~ 
similar flaw occurred on stamp 115 of this 
cylinder in the early stages of printing but 
was probably retouched out, as it is not con
stant. 

NORFOLK ISLANDS 
The Commonwealth Stamp Company reports 

that it is now definitely decided that this small 
group of islands in the Pacific are to have their 
own stamps. It was hoped they would appear 
in June, but there have been some delay and 
they will not be issued till later in the year. 
The total face value of the set will be about 
6s., denominations ranging from ~d. to 2s. 
(Australian currency). 

CURRENT UNION 2d. WITH BROWN
GREY CENTRE 

Apropos our note in last month's issue (page 
50), Mr. Robert E. Oakes, Manager of the Afri
can Collectors' Exchange, writes: "We received 
a pair of these from Westminster, O.F.S., and 
submitted them to Stanley Gibbons, who ad
vised us these were the first they had seen and 
that they were giving them catalogue status 
... Since then, although keeping a special 
look-out for them we have only seen three 
more, which had an East London postmark." 

[These East London specimens are a very 
definite brownish-grey. Later communications 
and specimens sent in by readers in various 
parts of the Uni:on indicate that there is 
an erratic occurrence of a whole range of 
shades from a grey with just a tinge of brown 
to something which might be called a gi-eyish 
brown rather than a brownish-grey.-Ed.] 
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HOLLAND 
In reading through recent copies of the 

"Nederlandsche Maandblad voor Philatelie" 
the following items were noticed: 

The let, 3ct, and 4 ct denominations of the 
"Gull" type which had formerly been printed 
by the offset-litho process have now appeared 
printed in rotogravure. 

The 5 ct of the "Konijnenburg" issue ap
pears to have undergone a process of re
juvenation in that the latest copies are of a 
darker green, have the ear and the curl more 
clearly shown and are printed on a thinner 
paper. 

A 50ct denomination of the Admiral's series 
was prepared, but due to the liberation of 
Southern Holland, where the artist who pre
pared the design was living at the time 
(Hubert Levigne-in Maastricht) the gravure 
could not be transmitted to Haarlem which 
was in the occupied zone. 

Concerning the Admiral's series, some in
teresting particulars relating to the produc
tion are given. It had been announced in 
June, 1943, that a new series was contemplated 
of which the higher values would dep,ict fam
ous admirals from gravures prepared by the 
artists Kuno Brinks and Hubert Levigne and 
by the firm o.f J. Enschede & Sons. The Ger
man authorities had desired that the designs 
consist of "folk" subjects, but the Post and 
Telegraph Directorate succeeded in persuad
ing them to accept the designs later an
nounced, the Germanic symbols remaining for 
the lower values. 

The actual designers of the new stamps 
were the artists who had been responsible for 
the Social and Cultural Relief sets from 1939 
onward, namely, Mrs. E. Reitsma-Valenca, 
Messrs. K. Brinks, S. L. Hartz, ana H. 
Levigne. In consequence of the ever-increas
ing severity of the anti-Jewish measures, the 
Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs, a 
National Socialist, instructed that no Jews 
were to be allowed to work on the designs for 

Th~ desin"l'l of the 17kt, that of Willem 
Jozef van Ghent, was originally entrusted to 
Hartz, who was in hiding by then. Before the 
work could be completed he had to change his 
address rapidly and keep the new one secret; 
consequently the design was not available and 
Levigne had in all haste to prepare a new one. 

Particulars of the Admirals series: 

7½ct 
10<.'t 

12½ct 

17½ct 
:Wet 

22J.ct 
2;ict 
30ct 
4(kt 

8. L. Hartz 
K. Brink;;, 
)Irs. E. Reitsma

ValPnC'a 
)Irs. E. Reitsma-

Valenca 
H. Le,igne 
H. Levigue 
K. Brinks 
K. Brinks 
H. Levigne 
S. L. Hartz 

K. Brinks 

H. Levigne 

H. Levigne 

,,·. de Jonge 
W. van Dyk 

J'. Pander 

J'. Bon 
W. van Dyk 
W. van Dyk 
J' .. Bon 
J'. Pander 
J'. PandPr 
Typographe<l 

Printing and numerals by J. van Krimp,en. 
J.W.S. 

* BRITISH PHILATELIC EXHIBITION, 1947 
The B.P.A. in conjunction with the Phila

telic Traders' Society, held a very successful 
exhibition in the Imperial Institute, S. Ken
sington over last New Year. They are now 
organising a stilJ larger one to be held in the 
same place for the fortnight 23rd October-
5th November, 1947, with a possibility of tak
ing the show on tour through Britain after 
its London run. 

The South African Philatelic Federation 
has been asked to co-operate with a South 
African exhibit. 

stamps. The official charged with the aesthe- * 
tic side of the production decided to ignore 
this, and allowed the persons concerned to NEWFOUNDLAND 
continue their work in secret, for which the Newfoundland, which has always been 
co-operation of the other artists, Brinks and prolific in the way of Royal Family issues, is 
Levigne, and that of the firm, Enschede_ was reported by cable to have issued a new 4c 
necessary. All agreed, and authorship of the stamp on 21st April with a portrait of H.R.H. 
gravures by Reitsma-Valenca and Hartz was Princess Elizabeth. No previous notice of the 
assumed by Brinks and Levigne. issue seems to have been given. · 
(!] 111 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111!!11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111!? 

Fine British (Jolo11ials : 
Selections of the above are sent on approval to serious collectors against references. 

Range I. Early issues, which can be selected from at one-third 
of catalogue price. 

Range 2. Modern issues (1900 on) in mint state, mostly at 
50% off catalogue. 

Range 3. Modern issues ( 1900 on) superb used, mostly at 50% 
off catalogue. 

J. BIRD, 116, Highlands Heath, London, S.W.15, England 
[!)a11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111@ 
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SOCIETY N·EWS 

PRETORIA. PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

Pres!dent; P. C. Perguson; Hon. Sec., H. Ende
man, 1 .0. I.ox 514; Meeting8, 1st and 3rd l\Iondays 
8 p.m., Technical College. ' 

17th February: "Items of Interest." It was noted 
that Zum1~1stein's Catalogue for 1947 advised the 
removal of gum from mint stamps for the sake of 
tl!e stamps. ::\Ir. J. \Vilson read a paper on how to 
h~ng·e stamps.. Mr. Wright advocated the incmsion 
of po_stal stationery iu collectors' orbits. Mr. Dodd 
exlub1ted an Argentine collection. 

:frd l\Iarch: This night was a visit from the Jo
hannes_burg Society at which l\fr. Lang exhibited 
Ascens10_n :~nd St. ~Ielena: Mr. Godfrey, a number of 
pages of Ins magn!ficently mounted Air Mail covers 
an~ stamps ; Dr. l1,.aplan showed Austrian commemo
ratIYes ; ~lr. Buchen, German .ii;:sues in occupied Po
land, and Mr. Redford a number of gems fron1 vari
ous parts of the. British Empire. 
sh~:~~~~-e were in addition a large number of novelties 

17th ::\Ia;ch : Anoth~r _vistors' evening, this time 
from the hast Rand Society. Mr. Rigg showed an 
almost complete collection of Sarawak, prefaced by 
a, paper thereon; l\Ir. Doyle exhibited his Portuguese 
Nyassas, also a number of high value British 
C?lonials. ~Ir. Shepherd finished up with an exhibit 
of. Cape Tnangulars of a quality which was a sur
pnse to our members. 

Xon•ltit>s were again a prominent feature. 
11.E. 

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 
. President, Mr. L. Buchen; Hon. Sec., Mr. J R. Jen

k~ns, P.O,:. Box 4967; Meetings, 2nd Tuesdays, Public 
Library, 1.45 p.m. . 

At the meeting held on 8th April. the West Rand 
Stamp Club provided the exhibits for the evening. 

l\lr. J. Burrell, chairman of the \Vest Rand Stamp 
Club, introduced thP exhibitoni. 
r ~Ir. W .. qvens showed British Anniversary stamps . 
. rlns exlub1t was an almost complete one of the 
centenaries of the British Colonies. As Commander 
Enoch, who spoke on the exhibit pointed out, each 
:-;tamp was in perfect condition, and the exhibit was 
well written up. 

l\lr. I<J. J. Sharpe showed Malay States and 
Straight Settlements. These included some of the 
rarn· pre-war and post-war issues, including the rare 
obsolete items of the IL~I.A. set. Mr. F. Ingham 
spoke on the exhibit. 

:i'\Ir. J. Burrell showed Union Stamps from the 
large war issues onwards. In his introductorv notes 
he explained that the photographs which illustrated 
the exhibit were kindly loaned by the Publicity De
partment of the Post Office. The exhibit included 
the nnrouletted varieties of the ½d., ld. anil 1-!d. 
v11lues of the miniature issues. l\Ir. Burrell explained 
that the ½d. nnrouletted variety had b0en loaned by 
l\Ir. H. l\farcuson. Joined paper varieties "·ere also 
included. Dr. Kaplan spoke on the exhibit. 

I.I. 

* 
MARITZBURG PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

Chairman, C. R. Turner; Secretary, R. )forton, 
P.O. Box 328, Pietermaritzburg; Meetings, 2nd Fri
day in each month at the Women's Club, 211 Burger 
Street. 

On Friqay, 11th April, both the Annual General 
l\Ieeting and the ordinary meeting were held, and 
a good number of members attended. 

The Annual Meeting was held first, and several 
changes in the Constitution were approved, one of 
these p1~oviding for the post of Assistant Honorary 

Sec1·etary. 
The election of office-bearers resulted in tllP, Chair

man, Vice-Chairman, and Hon. Secretary being re-

elected, and ~Ir. Arbuckle was appointed Assistant 
Hon. Secretarv. 

Committee ·members are Dr. Dennison and Dr. 
Young . 

. ~he financial s_tatement disclosed a healthy con
dition, revenue bemg in excess of expenditure for the 
past year. 

The Chairman thanked all members for their sup
port in the past year, and expressed the hope that 
1947 would see the Society progress still further. 

After the conclusion of the Annual General meet
iI~g, ~he ordinarr monthly meeting was held, and the 
highlight of this was the display of Gambia em
bossed stamps by our Chairman. He surprised us all 
with the completeness of his exhibit which included 
a number of complete sheets of fifteen of most values. 

In last month's notes l\lr. C. l\1. Booysen was in 
error referred to as Mr. C. M. Boshoff. 

R.~I. 

* CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, C. G. Mummery; Hon. Secretary, S. 

Kaganson, P.O. Box 1973; Meetings, 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays at Yorkshire Buildings, Strand Street, at 
7.30 p.m. 

27th l\Iarch: A vf'ry neat and well presented col
lection of Newfoundland issues was shown by :\fr. D. 
Harris. The early issues were rPpresented by picked 
specimens and mostly in very fine mint condition. 
There were, of course, a few empty spaces-six in 
all-which could only be filled at considerable expense 
as they are all three figure items. 

Subsequent issues were in almost unbroken se
quence, and included the rare imperfs. There was 
one item missing from the flown airmail coYers, i.e., 
the scarce "Hawker," but all those exhibited were 
in first-class condition, and in some cases supple
mented by mint copies. It iR rare for the rPporter 
to be able to summarise a display by merely men
tioning the items missing from the complete issue8, 
hut it was possible in this instance. A really first
cla8s show, and l\Ir. Harris is to be congratulated 
on being the possessor of it . 

10th April.-Mr. Kaganson showed hi~ collection 
of Victory issues, which was complete with the ex
ception of Pitcairn and the Palkland Islands Depen
dencies. Once again there was plenty of time to 
give the collection a proper look over for it was only 
half the size of the usual displays, and the ReYeral 
items of interest could be inspected at grt=>ater 
leisure. G.H.G. 

* * * MOZAMBIQUE-A CORRECTION 
Last month we made a stupid mistake in 

transcribing the report given us by the Robert
son Stamp Co., about the new air tax receipt 
stamps. The: value for cash paid is not put in 
separately by typewriter; it is printed in black 
at a separate operation from the printing of 
the stamps themselves. 

* A GOLD COAST OFFER 
A Johannesburg collector has shown us a 

letter received from Accra in which a £50,000 
item is offered for only £2,000. The item in 
question is a British K.G. V light blue 10d. 
stamp used along with a K.G. VI light red ld. 
in 19.39. 

The offerer considers this combined use of 
stamps featuring father and son is worth at 
least £50,000 but, subject to its being unsold, 
he is prepared to accept £2,000. Offers have 
reached £1.800, but he sticks out for £2,000, 
and he adds "if you know the philatelic game 
well, you will surely be able to get from 
£20,000 to £40,000 for it." 

Well, you may still be in time! We can 
supply the seller's name and address, but only 
to serious prospective buyers! ! 
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An Unrecorded Perforation Variety in the 
Union King's Head 1/- (S.G.19) 

Sir,-I shall be interested to know, through 
the columns of your journal, if any Union 
specialist has noted a second gauge of per
foration in the Union King's Head series of 
1913-1926. The only gauge I have seen men
tioned in any of the Union handbooks (in
cluding the excellent monograph by Dean 
Lobdell) is the comb perforation, 14 x 14. 

Thanks to a reference in the new Union cata
logue (page 20) to a variety of the ls .. value 
with wider spacing in vertical margms, I 
turned to my own specimens of this unusual 
setting. It is a block of four, the margin 
being 2 mm. wide at the top between the up
per pair and tapering down evenly to 1.5 mm. 
at the bottom of the lower pair. My attention 
was caught by the intersection of the perfora
tion rows in the centre of the block which 
have the characteristic of line perforating, 
but are more probably identical with the ad
justed comb perforation common to the later 
settings of the larger London pictorials 
(14 X 13~). 

On measuring the gauge of the vertical 
perforation rows I found it to be 13i (13.65 
on the "Instanta" gauge) as against the 
usual 14.00. The horizontal perforation is un
changed. The stamps have the water-mark 
inverted. 

After establishing beyond doubt a broader 
vertical gauge, I looked for the same thing 
on all other values of the series, without 
success, but I found the same gauge on an
other ls. stamp, a single specimen. The cor
ners again exhibited the same characteristic 
of doubled perforation holes at the intersec
tion. And the watermark was again in-
verted! . 

The block referred to above shows extreme 
wear of the printing plate, especially on the 
right-hand vertical pair, whose side orna
ments are only faintly discernible. Is it pos
sible that wear of the plates in later years 

caused a loosening with consequent irregu
larity of margins that could only be properly 
perforated by another adjustable comb gaug
ing 14 X 13~ ? 

Yours, etc., 
PATRICK RIORDAN. 

* S. RHODESIA-LAST OF THE 
''VICTORIES" 

The last of the British Empire "Victory" 
issues appeared on 8th May, the 2nd anni
versary of V.E. Day. The set· has a particu-

larly attractive lot of portraits of the Royal 
Family. Thanks to Mr. J. F. Davidson for a 
day of issue special cover· prepared by the 
Philatelic Society of Rhodesia. 

* BRITISH COLONIALS 
Barbados.-A ld. provisional was expected 

to be on sale on 21st April. 
Cayman Is.-The present 2M. and 3d. 

stamps are reversing in colour. 
Nigeria.-The 3d. is reverting to blue, the 

4d. being thus replaced by it. 
Sarawak.-"Cypher" overprints was due to 

be released in London on 8th May. 
-··- Co111mo1nYPnlth ~tamp Coy. 
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BRITISH COLONIALS 

We hold a large stock of all issues of the Dominions and Colonies, from 
suberb copies of the Classic issues to the latest pictorials and commemoratives. 

We are continually purchasing large and small collections, specialised Jots, 
etc., and there is always something fresh to attract collectors. 

Want lists are welcomed and receive prompt attention. 

We also hold a good stock of most FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

Our prices are reasonable, and the stamps offered are of one quality only 
-THE BEST-as our motto is 

IT IS CONDITION THAT COUNTS. 

H. E. WINGFIELD, 
392 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2., ENGLAND. 

WRITE FOR OUR MONTHLY LIST, SENT POST FREE ON APPLICATION. 

WEEKLY STAMP 
AUCTION SALES 
CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 

Postal bids accepted 

EVERY 
TUESDAY 

12.45 - 2 p.m. 

• 
Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

Philatelic Auctioneers 

124, MARSHALL STREET, 

JOHANNESBURG 
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RARITIES 
in our 21st June Sale include Mauritius 
S.G. 2b unused, cat. £1,250, Canada and 
Newfoundland imperf. varieties, scarce 
British Guiana and Nova Scotia, and a 
wealth of other philatelic material; 
catalogue descriptions are comprehen
sive and accurate, every facility is given 
for mail viewing, while postal bids are 
handled with care and discernment. 
Catall()gues of single Sales-3d. each, or 

2s. 6d. for one year. 

EASTBOURNE 
STAMP AUCTIONS 
34, South Street, Eastbourne. 

Sussex England. 

IT WOULD BE 

DIFFICULT 
to find a more informative 
Stamp Journal than the 

II 
LIC 
NE 

Founded by Albert H, Harris, and now 
in its 35th year of uninterrupted 

fortnightly publication. 

Demand in the U.K. exceeds supply, but 
we are granted extra paper for 

OVERSEAS READERS ONLY 
Subscription: 10/· per annum (post free) 

Published by 

HARRIS ,PUBLICATIONiS LTD. 
445, STRAND, LONDON, ENG. 

·111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 ~ 

Choice Colonials 
Kl~XYA. 1903/-1. cc. rm (13) mint 

1903/4. CC. 20H (15) used .... 
42/6 

320/0 
1906/7. MCA. 5R (29) mint . . . . 35/0 
1906/7. MCA. lOR (30) mint . . . . 125/0 

1912/22. ~1CA. 20R (58) mint . . 160/0 

1912/22. :MCA. 50H (!59) mint . . 375/0 -

1935/36. Sc. le to £1 mint set of 14 150/0 

1935/36. Sc. 1/- Perf. 13 x ll½-used 90/0 
1935/36. £1 (123) used ........ 105/0 

LAGOS. 1887 /1903. CA. 2d. to 10/-
(30/41) complete mint set ...... 160/0 

NIGJ<JRIA. 1914/26. ::\ICA. £1 (14) mint 55/0 

1921/32. Sc. 10/- (24) mint . . . . . . 25/0 

1936. 3d. Perf. 12½ x 13½ (38a) mint 120/0 
1938/44. Geo. VI. ½d. to 5/-

( 49/59a) complete used . . . . . . 50/0 

S. Ll<.:ONE. 1893. !d. on J!d. Inverted 
surcharge (39) mint . . . . . . . . . . 67/6 

1933. Wilberforce. 10/- (179) used .. 250/0 

S. NIGERIA. 1904/8. l\ICA. £1 (30) mint 180/0 

NBlr ISSUE SERrICB-Send for particulars. 

E. S. JAMES, 
RUSTINGTON, SUSSEX, ENGLAND. 

511111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
• 

Let me know your interests 
and requirements. 

• 
An extensive stock of the better grade 

Htamps alwayH available. Want lists 

receive prompt attention, and ap

proval selections are willingly sent to 

responsible collectors. 

• 
P. 0. V. WARREN, 

38, Lancaster Gardens, 

Clacton-on-Sea, England. 
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Now that the historical visit of the Royal 
Family to this country has passed, and the 
special issue of stamps to commemorate the 
occasion has been withdrawn, a few notes on 
the issue, and on the special cancellations 
used on the Royal Train and by the G.P.O. 
Pretoria may be of interest, especially to over
seas readers. 

Full details of the issue have appeared jn 
the philatelic press, and it is hardly worth 
while repeating them here. 

I wish rather to note the difference in the 
two printings of the 2d. and to list th~ few 
varieties and more obvious flaws of the issue, 
and also to touch on the varieties of the can
cellations used on The Royal Train and those 
used by the special Department in the G.P.O., 
Pretoria. . 

I would like to start by congratulating the 
Printing Works for the general excellence of 
the issue. 

The stamps are well printed, and the photo
graphic reproductions of the Royal Family are 
most pleasing and faithful in their detail, 
which is more than one can say of the designs 
and reproduction of some of the neighbouring 
territories. 

There are the usual minor spots anct dots 
which seem inseparable from the rotogravure 
process as used in this country, but these are 
not numerous, except in the first printing of 
the 2d., and the ld. denominaticn is particu
larly free from any worth mentioning. 

If I had to criticise, it would be that, in my 
opinion, a wonderful opportunity was missed 
in not making the 2d. and 3d. denominations 
even more attractive than they are, by the use 
of two colo~rs. You have only to visualise the 
ld. printed in carmine only, to see what I mean. 

As far as I know at present, there have 
been no major v::i,rieties reported in the issue. 

The watermarks have so far appeared nor
mal and upright, and I have not seen or hearrl 
of any joined paper varieties. 

The best major variety reported seems to be 
the partially printed headplate in the ld., 
particulars and photo of which appeared jn 
the "Rand Daily Mail'' recently, but this ,vas 
apparently only on one sheet. 
... I have also seen a partial offset on the gum 
i'n the ld. denomination. Now to take the three 
denominations in turn. 

The ld. Denomination 
The ld., as I have mentioned, is almost free 

of any constant flaws or blemishes, but ·chere 
are just a few which I had best mention ner
haps to satisfy those who are interested in 
these minor blemishes. They are: 

White scratch down touching edge of King's 
cap on No. 11 Row 3. 

Hairline just above King's right shoulder 
on No. 12, row 7. 

Small blister on edge of left bottom margin 
level with tree on No. 7 row 10. 

Dot in left headrJ-late level with King's chin, 
No. 6 row 15 and several minute dots in back
ground and King's chin in adjoining stamp. 

Red dot in o of South, No. 12, row 15. 
White dot on bottom of u of South, No. !j 

row 20. 
Beyond this there are a few streaks, etc., 

probably caused by the ink scraper and which 
occur in every issue of the Totogravure print
ings in this country, but which are not worth 
mentioning. 

The 2d. Denomination 
When we come to the 2d., there is material 

for quite an interesting study. When the 
Royal Visit stamps were first put on sale on 
the 17th of February, the sheets issued in 
practically every post off ice in the Union were 
printed from the cylinder we now know was 
No. 39, and which was actually the second, or 
"B," printing as Mr. Sheffield calls it in last 
month's issue of the "S.A. Philatelist." 

At the same time, the Union Royal stamps 
appeared overprinted S.W.A. in South West 
Africa, and it did not take long to discover 
that the 2d. sheets app,earing in the Union, 
and those overprinted S.W.A. were quite defi
nitely from two different cylinders. 

The sheets overprinted S.W.A. were far 
brighter in appearance and there were two or 
three obvious flaws which appeared in the 
one and not in the other. 

This was confirmed by the official report 
in the "S.A. Philatelist" from the Printing 
Works, that two cylinders had been used for 
the printing of the 2d., and that the sheets 
from Cylinder 6912 were taken for overprint
ing S.W.A. and ,,·ere from the first printing. 

So the 2d. stamps issued in the Union dur
ing the first month of the issue's life were, 
on the whole, from the second printing, and 
from cylinder No. 39. 

Also, from my own experience, during a 
motor tour through the O.F.S. and the Cape 
during· the last days of the issue, I only 
found two post offices which had the first 
printing on sale. I shall be interested to hear 
if this holds true for other parts of the Union. 

Two Printings-General Distinguishing 
Appearances 

They can, to a great extent, he sorted out by 
their general appearance. The commoner 
printing- from cylinder 3!) is, on the whole, 
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rather flat in appearance. The highlights are 
sha<led, and the <leta'il docs not stand out as 
clearly as in the sheetF; printed from cylinder 
GH1~. 

In this latter vrinting, detail shows up 
clearly, highlights are white or near white 
and it is definitely a more attractive stamp,: 
One cannot, however, go completely on this as 
I have seen sheets of the commoner Plate' 39 
~hich are almost as bright as the first print
mg plate 6912, and whether these are from 
a printing after cleaning the cylinder or 
merely lighter inking, is a moot point. 

Two Printings-Specific Distinguishing 
Features 

Luckily there are certain . characteristics 
which settle any doubt as to which printing is 
which. 

Firstly, in th~ com~oner pl_ate 39 printing, 
the scroll on which South Africa Suid Afrika 
is printed in solid colour throughout. In the 
first printing from cylinder 6912, the lettering 
stands out on a narrow band of colour with 
lighter bands top and bottom. This is 99 per 
cent. true, but care is wanted in taking this 
only as proof of the printing, as I have seen 
a s_heet of under-inked cylinder 39 printing on 
which several stamps showed almost the same 
appearance. 

Secondly. In the first printing ( cylinder 
6912) there are nine tiny dots in the centre of 
the protea flower on the left. In the second 
and ~ommoner printing there are only eight. 

Thirdly. In the second printing ( cylinder 
39) there is a tiny break in the loop at the 
end of the scroll on the left, near where it 
joins the scroll or ribbon, on ,every Afrikaans 

~~ 
stamp (but not on the English stamp). This 
does not occur in the first printing. 

Any two of these characteri8tics together 
with the general appearance of the stamp 
should make identification of the cylinder 
from ,,·hirl1 it was printed easy. 

There are· one or two other slight differ
ences also. If you have a pair showing- the 
top marginal central arrow, if the top of the 
arrow slopes to the left, it is from cylinde::..· 
39, if it slopes slightly to the right it is from 
cylinder 6912. There are also differences in 
the control numbers in the right hand margins. 

The second printing (cylinder 39) is the 
only one with control numbers in black (which 
run up to five figures), as well as control 
numbers in red_, which run up to the usual 
four figures. 

The first printing has the red control :num
bers up to four figures, so if you have a black 
control, you have a block from the second 
printing. 

Flaws 
Here I must say I find myself in difficulties. 

Whether one should risk wrecking on the Scylla 
of listing every microscopical mark, which 
probably 99 per cent. of readers do not want, 
or the Charybdis of recording too few, and 
landing the Editor into getting irate letters 
complaining that I have left out the reader's 
pet flymark-that is the question. 

Actually there are numerous dots and marks 
in the first printing which by their presence 
do definitely prove the printing, as I have not 
found one common one for both printings, and 
so I feel I must err on the side of prodigality 
if anything. 

I am therefore listing all those fairly plain 
to the naked eye and which do assist in pin
ning down the printing. I only ask that 
readers will not think they are all.collectable 
items. There are only about half a dozen in
teresting enough to be collectable in the whole 
issue. Those I consider the important ones are 
printed in bolder type: 

Row. No. Flaws in the two printings of the 2d. 6912. 39. 
--Plate-1

1 

Plate 2 

1-----------------------------

Two scratches in bottom left corner under scroll and clot left of King's1 Row 1 

Ro~2 
Row3 

Ro~4 

RowS 

,, 
Row7 

,, 
Row8 
Row9 

Row 10 

No. 1 

" 2 
,, 3 

" 6 
No. 4 
No. 1 

,, 4 
No. 2 

,, 5 
No. 1 

" 3 
No. 1 

" 3 
" 6 

No. 6 
No. 2 

5 
No. 4 

" 5 
" 6 

right ear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Stroke under Coat of Arms . . . . 
Flaw on Queen's right temple . . . . . 
Light smudge across King's coat over medals .. 
Dot left of King's head level with top of forehead 
Dot on edge of scroll under H A . . . . 
Dot in centre of Queen's forehead 
Flaw on right top edge of 1947 scroll 
Small white flaw over King's head near margin 
Flaw in right margin level with stop under 2d . . . . . . . . 
Hairline shaped like wishbone in background just over King's 

right shoulder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Dot left of Coat of Arms 
Dot left of Queen's hair 
Large oblong flaw left of scroll near margin 
Dark patch just above and to left of 2d 
Dark patch just left of the toe of 2d 
Dot left of the end of Scroll 
Cut on Queen's blouse near right arm . . . . . . . . . . 
Dot on Queen's left cheek, and an almost circular mark in background 

over and to right of Queen's head . . . . . . . . . . 
Dark mark above King's head 
Large flaw on top of 2 .. 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
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Row. No. 

Row 12 No. 1 
" 2 

" 4 
Row 13 No. 1 

" 3 
6 

Row 14 No. l 

2 

5 

Row 15 No. 3 
Row 16 No. 3 

" Row 17 

Row 18 

Row 19 
Row20 

" 4 
No. 3 

,, 4 
6 

No. 2 

" 3 
" 4 

No. 3 
No. 1 

4 

6 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 

Flaws in the two printings of tho 2d. 

Circular scratch which starts in the bottom of No. 6, Row 9, 
goes through No. 6, Rows 10 and 11, through Queen's head 
and blouse 

Dark mark under I of Africa 
Dot on edge of left margin level with scroll 
Scratch or line down from Queen's right ear to shoulder 
White stroke thro' A F. 
Dot in Queen's blouse near right arm 
One dot on blouse and one on Queen's right arm 
Two dots on Queen's right arm 
Several minute dots on Queen's face, blouse and background, with one 

larger just on edge of right shoulder 
Line under Postage 
Dash right of the din 2d .. 
Small dash under SS of Posseel, and dot left of King's right ear, and 

near left margin level with protea. 
Small apostrophe in date scroll between 19 and 47 
Dot just above edge of King's left shoulder 
Dot close to Queen's necklace 
·white streak from 4 of 1947 to left protea, and spot below King's eye. 

Hairline under S of Suid 
Dot above King's head and line on Queen's blouse near necklace 
Two dots top left corner and one dot right of Queen's head 
Dot above King's head near hair 
Line from buck in Coat of Arms to left margin 
Scratch across AF in Afrika 
Dash and tiny dot on Queen's left arm 
Dot over King's left shoulder 
Dot right of Posseel 
Dot under Queen's left eye 
Dark mark above King's head and to right 
Large dot above buck in Coat of Arms .. 
Hairline over left corner of 1947, line between King and Queen's 

heads. Dot in Queen's blouse .. 
Dot above right buck's horn in Coat of Arms and dot to right of din 

2d, several minute dots all over background and Queen 

June, 1947. 

Plate I I Plate 2 
6912 , 39 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

3d. Denomination. 
The 3d. was printed from one cylinder only, 

No. 17. It appears, however, that stocks ran out 
and another printing was made towards the end 
of the issue's life. 

stamps and rows-at the bottom of Princess 
Margaret's hair on the right-hand side. This occurs 
on Row 5, No. 6, Row 13, No. 2, 3, and Rows 14 
to 20, Nos. 1 to 5 only. 

The only difference to be noted is that this later 
printing is lighter in shade and more of an ultra
marine. 

It is rather difficult to explain how and why this 
occurs. 

I have not seen the "D" ornament mentioned 
by Mr. Sheffield last month as occurring on Row 1, 
No. 4, so must conclude it is not constant. There are a few noticeable flaws in the issue, and 

two or three of them are in the collectable class. Here follows the constant flaws I have found, 
the more important being distinguished as in the 
case of the 2d. stamps. 

There is one rather peculiar irregularity, and that 
is the " white curl" which occurs only on some 

Row No. 

Row No. 1 
,, 2 

5 
Row 2 No. 1 

3 
4 
6 
6 

Constant flaws of the 3d. denomination. 

Dot in buck's neck. 
" Beauty spot " on Princess Elizabeth's forehead, and smaller ditto under her 

right eye. 
Dot under Princess Margaret's necklace. 
Dark mark just right of Princess Margaret's hair. 
Dot in Princess Elizabeth's left arm. 
Dot in Princess Elizabeth's left shoulder. 
Gash through Princess Elizabeth's left arm. 
Line under crown from top of Princess Elizabeth's head to Princess Margaret's hair. 
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How. No. C'onst,ant flaws of the 3d. denomination. 
--------

Row 3 No. 2 Dark mark right of Princess Elizabeth's neck. 
,, 

" 

3 
4 

Dot to right of Princess Margaret's hair and dot near Princess Elizabeth's cheek. 
Dot on Princess Elizabeth's dress, near centre. 

" " 
6 Gash through Princess Elizabeth's left arm. 

Row 4 No. 6 Clump of three small dots under Princess Elizabeth's necklace and one higher to 
right. · 

Row 5 No. 3 Dark mark down through foot of 3 and white spot to right of Princess Elizabeth's 
head. 

" 
4 Dot just above Princess Elizabeth's left armpit. 

Row 6 
5 

No. 3 
Large dot between crown and Princess Elizabeth's hair. 
Line up from buck's right horn to P of Posseel. 

Row 7 
Row 8 

No. 4 
No. 2 

Dark circular mark between the Princesses' arms. 
Large dot on Princess Margaret's left cheek. 

Row 9 
,, 5 

No. I 
Large circular "stain" above Princess Elizabeth's head near top margin. 
Break in top of d of 3d. 

,, 2 
5 

Small dot in Princess Elizabeth's forehead, between eyes. 
Curly hairline in Princess Margaret's right arm. 

Row 10 No. 2 White flaw near top margin to right of Princess Elizabeth's head. 
Row 16 
Row 17 

No. 5 
No. I 

Two largish spots in edge of Princess Margaret's hair, on left. 
Dotlin Princess Elizabeth's left cheek, near car. 

Row 18 
Row 19 

,, 6 
No. 4 
No. I 

Dot in Princess Margaret's dress and close by, in Princess Elizabeth's blouse. 
DotJjust under O of South and tiny dot in Princess Elizabeth's left arm. 
Dot just left of Princess Margaret's nose. 

2 Smudge across Princess Elizabeth's eyes. 
Row 20 No. 5 Dark mark left of Princess Elizabeth's hair. 

,, 6 Cut on Princess Margaret's forehead. 

Special Cancellations. 
As most readers will know, the Postal Authorities 

arranged to have a special staff to deal with 
philatelists' requirements in first day covers and 
covers to be cancelled with the special Royal Visit 
date stamp, and these could be got by sending up 
either the money for the stamps or already stamped 
and addressed envelopes to Room 15, G.P.O., 
Pretoria. 

The Pretoria cancellations and those used on the 
Royal Train are, to the general observer's eye, 
identical. 

Both arc two ovals with the wording in English 
and Afrikaans, or in Afrikaans and English, and 
the date in the centre. Above the oval is the 
Union Coat of Arms. 

There are, however, slight differences in the date
stamps used, and this is all to the good, as otherwise 
it would be impossible to differentiate between 
genuine un-registered Royal Train covers and those 
cancelled to order in Pretoria. 

Also there would be nothing to stop unscrupulous 
persons from obtaining a copy of the Royal Train 
rubber Registration cachet, and turning the 
ordinary Pretoria cancelled covers into Registered 
Royal Train covers. 

There are slight differences in the width 
between the two ovals ( 4!-5 mm.) and in the 
size of the letters (2-3 mm.) but the specific 
differentiating feature is in the ornaments be
tween the upper and the lower lettering. 

These were described and figured in the May 
issue of the "S.A. Philatelist,'' so I need only 
briefly recapitulate them here. 

The Pretoria marks have an open oblong in 
the Afrikaans-first canceller and a small open 
circle in the English-first one. Incidentally, 
these cancellers were used not only on first 
day covers but right throughout the period 
of issue of the stamps. 

As regards "Royal Train" postmarks, it 
should be explained that, postally speaking, 
this term included two trains and three post 
office. There was (1) the "White Train," on 
which the Royal Party and their immediate 
entourage travelled; its P.O. was reserved for 
those on that train and its marks are probably 
the scarcest. (2) The "Pilot Train" with other 
personel accompanying the tour. It had \a) a 
P.O. reserved for cables and telegraphs, its 
mark not being seen on ordinary postal items, 
and (b) a general P.O.; although the v,ublic 
~ere not admitted to it, letters specially sent 
m to Pretoria for "Royal Train'' cancellations 
were handled by it. 

The Pilot train P.O. marks have an open 
lozenge in the Afrikaans-first canceller and a 
Maltese Cross in the English-first one. 

The White Train mark (English-first word
ing) has a small solid square. 

The special telegraph office on the Pilot 

R 
R 

ROYAL TRAIN 
KONI N~L.U(ETRElN 

ROYAL TRA(N 

J'lr .... 
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Train is reported to have had an Afrikaans
first mark with a small open triangle, but 
this has not been seen on ordinary postal 
covers. 

First and Last Days of the Train Cancel
lations are respectively 21.II.47 and 20.IV.47. 

The registration marks as used on the lloyal 
Train in the Union and S. Rhodesia are illus
trated herewith, natural size. Strictly speak
ing, the Union mark is the one used on the 
Pilot Train; whether that of the White Train 
is identical I do not know. There is a variety 
of the Union mark in which the line of dots 
has two missing after the first one and there 

· is a smudge and marks just above the "No." 
and line of dots. 

Major L. E. Creasy, of Salisbury, writes 
that the special "Royal Tour" cancellations 
were used both on and off the Royal Traiu. He 
has them in purple, in black and in blue. The 
last is in conjunction with a Royal Train reg
istration mark, also in blue. 

Two other marks in connection with the 
Royal Visit may be mentioned: 

(1) From H.M.S. "Vanguard'' on the day 
of sailing from Cape Town. 

MI\IL OFFICE 
3-4- APP.19+7 

J-lM..5. ~· V Ar.G.\!A/U)H 

(2) From the King's Flight. This has been 
seen in purple both on "On Service" covers 
without stamps and on covers with Royal Visit 
stamps. -

A few notes sent to the Editor, and for
warded by him to me, are incorporated with
out specific reference to the names of the 
senders. 

I would like to finish up, by giving a word 
of appreciation to the Postal staff of the 
G.P.O. Pretoria for the courteous and effi
cient way they dealt with collectors' require
ments, and that goes for the maj:ority of the 
various town and country post off ice staffs as 
well. They had a hectic time of it for some 
weeks, and had every reason to heartily dis
like every philatelist, but in nearly every case, 
they were pleasant and helpful. 

We have been retailing stamps for many years now; its almost a decade as a matter 
of fact, since we switched over to the sale exclusively of KG VI stamps and we are still 
thanking our lucky stars that we took the step. We are often asked which stamps we 
consider the best investment; after 30 years of stamp retailing in the British market (just 
about the most competitive in the world) we are supposed to know, but unlike the apocryphal 
parson, who is supposed to have said, "don't do as I do; do as I say," we reply do as we 
do and you also won't regret. That little homily is addressed to those collectors who have 
been contemplating the very pleasant task of amassing KG VI issues, but there are also 
all those myriads who are already collecting them and to one and all we would like to emphasize 
that our price list (a copy will be sent by air mail, if applied for by air letter) is the most 
comprehensive we know. We don't indulge in flights of fancy and offer "stamps," which 
may be adopted one day, but offer you the finest range of KG VI issu·es that you will 
find anywhere. Advanced collectors, or beginners will find stamps they need, at prices they 
will be more than willing to pay, and our service is such, that we deliver your stamps as 
promptly as you can get them at home. Just send that air letter, if you are interested 
in KG VI issues. 

~be <ttommonWealtb ~tamp <ttop., 
7, 1Ltatbtr 1Lant, JLibtrpool 2: Cfnglanb. 
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~ Reviews and Notices ~ 
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"THE ACE-African Collectors' Exchange 
Year Book," 1946-7. 
We have received this from Mr. Robert E. 

Oakes, of P.O. Box 5403, .Johannesburg. 
Judging from the long list of members in 

every part of the world, this is evidently a 
go-ahead and live organisation for stamp, ex
changing. We note they are wishful of speci
alising in first day covers of the British 
Empire, wanting 100 of every new issue from 
now onwards. 

STANDARD CATALOGUE OF THE POST
AGE STAMPS OF THE UNION OF 
SOUTH AFRICA. Edited by A. E. Basden 
and L. Simenhoff. Published by the Philatelic 
Federation of Southern Africa. 
This eagerly awaited catalogue, the first 

publishing effort of the Federation, has at last 
appeared, after many irritating delays. 
Printed by the Knox Printing and Publishing 
Co. of Durban, we can say right off, it is well 
printed, neatly bound, on good art paper on 
which the illustrations, on the whole, show up 
well. 

It is not merely a Check List and Priced 
Catalogue of Union adhesive stamps, but has 
sections dealing with practically every aspect 
of Unron philately. 

Opening with sections on Essays, Proofs 
and Specimens, it then lists Inter-provincials 
before passing on to the various issues of 
postage stamps, as far as the Victory issue. 
Then come Officials, Postage Dues, Unions 
used abroad, Adhesive Parcel labels and Postal 
Stationery (Post Cards, Letter Cards, Air 
Letters, Stamp,ed Envelopes, Registered En
velopes and Newspaper Wrappers). About 
the only other thing that could have been in
cluded would have been the various types of 
Meter Posts authorised for use in the Union. 
This widening of scope beyond mere adhesives 
is, we consider, all to the good. 

Now for some criticisms that we have heard 
made or feel we should make. These are of
fered, not in any carping spirit, but in the 
belief that they may lead to something even 
better in the future. We hear the printing is 
already nearing being sold out, so a second 
edition may be called for. All reader::, and 
users of the catalogue should make a note of 
errata or omissions they may observe, or of 
any suggestions for improvement; if they do 
not know where to send their notes, the EJditor 
of this paper would be willing to collect them 
and store them for future use. 

In the first place, we would like to see the 
price mentioned in the Catalogue, also where 
copies can be obtained. Notices in the "S.A. 
Philatelist'' are not enough and do not reach 
everywhere. 

A general impression abroad is that there 
is too much material for a catalogue. The in-

troduction mentions the lack of a i1andbook 
giving full details of the Union's stamps, and 
~tates that explanatory and descriptive matter 
m the catalogue has been cut to a minimum. 
Nevertheless there is more of it than should 
appear in a catalogue, although in the cir
cumstances it may have been necessary or 
at any rate, advisable. ' ' 

The solution would, therefore, seem to be 
a full handbook and a shorter catalogue. 

Improvement in lay-out is wanted in some 
places, as it _is c,f~en difficult to find out just 
what stamp 1s bemg referred to. It is easy 
enough with, say, the King's Heads on JJ. 13 
but look at the difficulty on, say, p,. 46. Th~ 
normal item and its number might be in bolder 
t~p~ !Or spaced to ~he left; the possibility of 
g1vmg (when possible) the S.G. numbers in 
brackets might also be considered. 

The system of indexing the stamps and the 
various varieties thereof is an ingenious one, 
and on the whole we like it as being thoroughly 
logical. It has not been quite systematically 
followed out, however. In the Georgians there 
are first the normals and shades, then the roll 
stamps, then the watermark varieties and so 
on; the Pictorials have the normals and all 
varieties of each denomination grouped to
gether before going on to the next denomina
tion. The latter plan would seem on the whole 
to be the better one. 

A few illustrations; e.g., Jubilee and Cor
onation varieties, would be better replaced by 
line drawings or diagrams-the photographs 
do not, and p,robably cannot, bring out what is 
desired. 

Pricing on the whole reflect the market 
here; the ridiculous high figures for freak 
items of earlier catal·ogues are cut out; views 
that prices are too high and others that they 
are too low seem to cancel each other out and 
indicate that they are on the whole fair. There 
are inconsistencies here and there, e.g., Why 
should No. 16 (£1) be £8 and a corner pair 
with plate number be £15? Also, if the strut 
variety of the 9d. airmail stamp, of which 
there were 464, be worth £4, then surely the 
strut variety, imperf. at the left, of which 
there were only 12, should surely be worth 
more than £18. 

As a general criticism it might be said there 
are too many minor varieties included-all 

· right in a full handbook, perhaps, but in a 
catalogue they reek of over-specialisation 
which makes a country unpopular. Any variety 
which is indicative of something such as 
printing from a different plate or cylinder, 
but too many dot and dash varieties which 
are indicative of nothing in particular only 
tend to discredit a country. 

Finally, in spite of being critical, we can 
congratulate the editors on a very useful bit 
of very hard work well done. We fancy they 
would be the first to admit that there is still 
room for improvement. 

* NORWAY 
On April 15 a set of eleven values was 

issued in commemoration of the 300th anni
versary of the setting up of a postal system. 
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SPECIAL 
EXCHANGE 
OFFER 

for our Customers 
in South Africa 

If yo1i need pictorials, we give you: 
(a) equal quantity and quality of only large 

sized, mostly war and post-war European 
pictorials against pictorials or low values 
of the dues and officials from South 
Africa, or against any stamp from South
W est Africa. 

(b) 1,000 large sized European pictorials as 
above or one packPt 500 different Hun
gary for each 10,000 common stamps-
2-5 kinds in unequal quantities-South 
Africa. 

(c) 100 x GO different large sized European 
pictorials against 200 x 25 different from 
South Africa and South-West Africa. 

If yon need packet-material, we give you 
(d) 1,000 x 5 different Hungary against 100 x 

5 different South Africa. 
(e) 1,000 x 15 different Hungary against 2,000 

x 8 different South Africa. 
(f) 1,000 x 50 different Hungary against 4,000 

x 12 different South Africa. 
(g) 1 000 x 100 different world against 10,000 

x' 10 different South Africa. 
(h) 100 x 5 different San Marino against 100 

x 5 different South-West Africa. 
If you need sets, send your surplus stock of 
common stamps, we pay the best prices, and 
Wll send you wholesale approvals as your wants ; better brade sets, singles, new JSsues in complete or short sets, packets by countries, short sets and pictorials for boy's trade, etc., 
at our lowest nett prices. Let us know your needs regarding prices and countries. Money 

bacl{ guaranteed. 
\Ve are able to use up to 100,000 of each 
kind of stamp from the same customer. Both sides postfree, send please detailed invoice by 
airmail. We receive and give you the packets only, not made up, also in bundles or she~ts. 
\Ve don't want stamps of better grade or mrnt sets, we want only the cheapest packet 
material. If you have others in hand as mentioned in this advertisement, let us know your offers or send them with your wishes 

with confidencf'. 

Over ticenty years in the business. 
Best references in all parts of the world. 

KISS LAJOS, 

L WHOLESAl'E ST AMP DEALER, 
BUDAPEST IV, 

Hungary Karilyi-pal-utca 9. 

~llllllllllllillllllllllUJIIIIIIIIIIIIII.J)lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll!IIIIII 

New Arrivals and 
Special Offers : 

15 Hungary 1945, billions and billions 
of Pengos, curious set, price . . . . 1/6 

6 C(!lombia 1946, beautiful Orchids set, 
mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

4 Egypt 1946, Cont. 
cpl. mint . . . . . . 

Arts Congress, 

2/6 

6/6 

24 U.S.A ... collection of Commemos. and 
Airs issued since 1944 to date, mint 8/6 

48 South Africa. The complete collec
tion of Xmas Seals 1929-1946, incl. 
Tete-beche pairs, and the rare 1933 
issue w·ith watermark. Mounted in 
booklet. A Yery special offer of 
unusual interest . . . . . . . . 21/0 

100 different Brazil Commemos. and 
Airs. An amazing variety of large 
pictorials, and exceptionally good 
Yalue at only . . . . . . . . . . 25/0 

Nett, c.w.o., Post Pree. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 

.,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111' 

WANTE,D 
3440 

To complete my World Collection 
of Normals from the first issue of 
every country to 1933 issues (in
clusive). Mint or good used, one 

copy of each only. 
\\'atf'rmark and perforation varieties; errors 

and shades not requirf'd. 

Last month no special assistance wns l'f'<'f'h·ed 
from any qnartf'r. 

Many vncant plots in Indian Nath·<' StatPs 
and Salvador. 

Want list of any country upon 
application. 

Good prices for good copies. 

E. HIJNT, 
Box 2437, Johannesburg. 
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Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Control Strips of Union and Transvaal, 
also mint blocks and rarities. 

E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom. 

Seychelles Wanted. Full catalogue price 
offered for fine used copies of Stanley 
Gibbons numbers 85, 90, 91, ·92A to 101, 
103, 104, 107, 110 to 120, 121, 122, 
122A, 123A, 125, 141, 142, 145. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes
burg. 

Wanted: Royal Train covers with any 
of the following dates, February 22nd, 
24th to 27th. March 5th, 6th, 13th, 
18th and 26th. Will exchange regis
tered Royal Train covers dated March 
9th, or purchase. Also want to buy 
cover flown by King's Flight-R.A.F. 

Apply, G. N. Gilbert, Box 15, West
minster. 

Austrian wants exchange on basis of 
philatelically franked letters (Air Mail 
Registered Special Issues), equal 
value on letters from Austria; later 
also exchange of new issues. Corre
spondence: English, French, German. 

Josef Wiehe, Vienna 13, Gogolgasse 14. 

For Sale.-(1) Probably the greatest 
and most representative collection of 
O.F.S. extant. (2) A very large and 
representative collection of Brazil, 
including 27 bullseyes (four 90 reis), 
sloping figures including 180, 300 and 
600 reis and many other valuable 
items. ( 3) A useful collection of 
Greece (260 pages), including used 
abroad on covers and other valuable 
items. ( 4) A very fine and valuable 
collection of Portuguese East Africa. 

A. E. Basden, 109 Killarney, Brickhill 
Road, Durban. 

John P. Shin;:ler, 
B.P.A. 

POSTAGE STAMP DEALER, 

27 Terminus St., East London, C.P. 

NEW ZEALAND. 

Mint Health Stamps: 1935, 2/3; 1936, 
1/9; 193~ 2/-; 193~ 2/-; 1939, 4/6; 
1940, 7/6; 1941, 3/6; 1942, 1/6; 1943, 

1/-; 1944, 9d.; 1945, 8d.; 1946, 6d. 
Mint Coronation, 1/6; Express Delivery, 

6d., 1/-. 
1940 Centennial Set, Mint, 25/-; Fine 

Used 22/6. 
1946 Peace Issue ( 11 Values) Mint 5/9; 

Fine Used 6/-. 
1946 Peace Issue ( 12 Values) Mint 6/-; 

Fine Used 7 /-. 
New Zealand Dependencies. 

Due Shortly: New issue of 14 stamps 
(King's Head Portraits Face Value 

10/7) 11/3. 

S.A. Philatelic Association: Write for 
details of this Postal Exchange Club. 

BELGIAN CONGO 
A new series of air mail stamps is pre

dicted, to replace those which have been cur
rent since 1934. 

WE WISH TO BUY 
SETS PACKETS KILOWARE 

SINGLE STAMPS 
As the largest wholesale stamp firm in the 

United States, we are constant buyers, in large 
wholesale quantities, of all kinds of postage 
stamps. 

Send us a detailed list of your offers, which 
will receive our prompt, careful attention. 
References will be sent on request (if you do 
not alrPady know us) so that you may deal 
with us with complete confidence. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. Boston 17, Mass. 
U.S.A. 

P.O. Box 637. 
DETROIT 31, MICHIGAN, U.S.A. 

SELL e IMPORT e EXPORT e BUY e EXCHANGE 
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Looking back at the postal arrangements 
of the British Empire during the war years, 
one is struck by the enormous growth of two 
forms of Air Mail communication, (1) the 
Airgraph, and (2) the Air Letter Services. 

These two services have this in common
they both started as a means of providing 
cheap and rapid communication between Ser
vicemen (and women) and their relatives and 
friends at home at a time when, owing to war 
conditions, great difficulty was being exper
ienced by the authorities in providing the 
necessary postal facilities for the vast number 
of people who were separated from their 
homes by the exigencies of the conflict. How
ever, as time went on, it was found possible to 
extend both these services to include purely 
civilian mail-a concession that was greatly 
appreciated and supported. 

The Airgraph Scheme, which is outside the 
scope of this article, was of inestimable value 
while it lasted, but was, of course, purely a 
war-time measure. Its chief objections were, 
perhaps: (1) its lack of privacy, and (2) the 
impersonal nature of its communications. 
Therefore the system was a short-lived one 
which arose from the exigencies of the war 
and was abandoned as soon as these conditions 
no longer applied. 

On the other hand, the Air Letter Service, 
which started as an "Active Service Letter 
Card" system, did not share the same fate and 
is, indeed, in these so-called days of peace, 
equally as popular as it was during the war. 
It is, I think, likely that this service will con
tinue until such time as the ''All-Up" Empire 
Air Scheme, which was suspended at the com
mencement of hostilities, can again be brought 
into operation. 

In this article I propose to deal with the 
Air Letter Services of Southern Rhodesia only, 
but the gradual expansion of the service as 
outlined here has, I believe, its counterpart in 
most countries of the British Empire. 

As will be seen, the service started in this 
colony for the use of service personnel only 
and gradually extended until it became-as it 
still is-an important adjunct to the postal 
facilities of the country. 

The first official indication of the new 
scheme was in Postal Notice No. 40 of 5th 
November, 1941, which read:-

"It is notified for public information that a 
new service of Active Service Letter Cards 
will be introduced with effect from 17th Nov
ember, 1941. 

"These Letter Cards impressed with a three
penny postage stamp will be sold at all Post 
Offices in Southern Rhodesia at the face value 
of 3d. each in order to provide air conveyance 

to members of the Forces serving in East and 
West Africa and Egypt and to Na val per
sonnel serving in the Mediterranean. 

"Letter Cards addressed to civilians will be 
forwarded by surface mail." 

The cards were of an attractive design, 
bearing the words "Active Service Letter 
Card" in white lettering on a bright blue 
background, embodying the usual air mail 
"Etiquette" and an imprinted 3d. stamp of the 
current "Victoria Falls" type. They were 
printed on a good quality laid paper. (Fig. 1). 

As was only to be expected, the new service 
proved immediately to be immensely popular 
and there was a great run on the main Post 
Offices for the new cards. For some time pre
viously there had been continual complaints in 
the local press as to the delay which was being 
experienced by people in writing to their men 
in N orfh Africa, also as to the high price of 
the ordinary Air Mail postage. The new 
service, therefore, obviously filled a long-felt 
want. 

The new service had only been in operation 
for four weeks when the Postmaster-General 
made a further announcement (in Postal 
Notice No. 45 of 1941) to the effect that the 
scope of the Letter Cards was to be extended 
and that from the 15th December, 1941, they 
could be addressed to Members of the Forces 
stationed at points served by the Egypt
Australia Air Mail and would then be carried 
by air. Further, Letter Cards posted by Mem
bers -of the Forces in Southern Rhodesia and 
addressed to civilians in East and West Africa, 
Egypt and at points served by the Egypt
Australia Air Mail would also be carried by 
air, provided that the cards were franked by 
a Military or Air Force Unit. An Air Letter 
Card in my possession, addressed to a civilian 
and posted at Bulawayo on the 15th December, 
1941, is backstamped in New Zealand 
"2 JAN 42," so it was very evidently conveyed 
by air. 

After about six months had elapsed the 
supply of Letter Cards ran short and there 
were many complaints on this score. In 
August, a fresh supply was available; the 
printing and design were exactly the_ same but 
the excellent laid paper that characterised the 
original issue was replaced by a yellowish 
paper of very poor quality and very similar to 
that used by the Union of South Africa for 
their Air Letters. 

In August, 1943 (Postal Notice No. 11 of 
1943), it was announced that civilians in the 
Colony would be allowed to send Letter Cards 
to Members of the Forces in the United King
dom at a cost of 6d. per card. A similar service 
in the opposite direction had already been in 
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Fig. 2 

Fig. 3 

Fig. 4 

Fig. S 
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operation for some time. The service was 
restricted to the use of the official Active 
Service Letter Card with an additional 3d. 
stamp affixed. An example in my collection, 
dispatched on 17th August, 1943 (the first day 
of the new service) was not back-stamped in 
England until 28th September-six weeks 
later?-so it does not appear that a great 
saving of time resulted from the service; at 
any rate in the initial stages of its operation. 
Surface letters, however, frequently took three 
months or more, at this time, to reach 
Eng land owing to the exigencies of the war, 
so it is fairly certain that the cards were 
partly, if not wholly, carried by air. 

In February of the following year (Postal 
Notice No. 3 of 1944) a further concession 
was made and the 6d. Air Letter Service was 
extended to include cards sent by Members of 
H.M. Forces stationed in the Colony to civilian 
addressees in the United Kingdom. It was 
necessary for the sender's Name, Rank, Regi
mental No., Unit and Address to be shown in 
the lower left-hand corner of the card, other
wise it would be dispatched by Surface Mail. 
Strangely enough, the same form was used, 
although it bore the words "For use only when 
addressed to Members on Active Service," 
whereas this was the inauguration of the 
service to civilian addressees! A warning note 
was given in the Postal Notice that, in order 
to obviate the necessity for rationing, Members 
of the Forces were requested to limit the 
number of cards sent to a minimum. That the 
warning was evidently necessary the follow
ing paragraph in "AFRAF," (the Heany 
R.A.F. Camp newspaper) dated 3rd February, 
1944, will show: 

"RUSH ON NEW AIRMAIL SERVICE. 
"Although the new service only commenced 

yesterday, before midday Camp Post Offices 
all over the Bulawayo area had completely sold 
out of the air letter cards which airmen in 
Rhodesia can now send to civilians in the 
United Kingdom. 

"AFRAF understands that a further supply 
will be made available as soon as possible." 

The service had, by this time, been expedited 
considerably and the card that I have, posted 
at Bulawayo on the 1st February, 1944, reached 
England in 17 days. 

By April, 1944, notwithstanding their warn
ing, the service had become so widely used that 
the authorities in Postal Notice No. 12 of 1944 
stated "it has become necessary to restrict 
sales of Active Service Letter Cards owing to 
the weight quota allowed by air conveyance 
being consistently exceeded. Not more than 
one Active Service Letter Card will be sold to 
one person at any one time." 

In June of the same year, the anomaly in 
the wording of the card was corrected and the 
new supply, on white paper, was worded:

"If anything is enclosed, or if it is addressed 
by a civilian to a civilian, this card wlli be sent 
by ordinary mail." (Fig. 2.) 

Up to this time, as will be seen, the cards 
had been a convenience for the Forces only, 

as either the sender or receiver had to be on 
Service, but now the scope of the service was 
increased to embrace civilians. It was on 
23rd October, 1944 (Postal Notice No. 31 of 
1944), that it was announced that as from the 
25th of that month, a civilian "AIR LETTER" 
Service (note the change of title), would be 
made available to the United Kingdom, 
Northern Ireland, Eire and all countries par
ticipating in the Empire Air Mail Scheme. The 
service was not, however, made available to 
Canada and Newfoundland at that date and, 
in fact, it was not until much later-26th 
April, 1946-that these countries were in
cluded. (Fig. 3.) 

The cards themselves were a complete de
parture from the types hitherto used. The Air 
Letter form was printed in dark green on a 
lithographed background ( similar to what one 
sees on bank cheque forms) consisting of the 
words "SOUTHERN RHODESIA GOVERN
MENT" in microscopic light green type on a 
good quality white paper. In the right-hand 
upper corner was a lithographed impression 
of the current K.G. VI 6d. stamp in dark grey, 
Incidentally, this was the first time that a 
stamp with His Majesty's portrait on it had 
ever been produced in the Colony and the 
Government Lithographic Department, to 
whom the work was entrusted, made an ex
cellent job of it. Considerable difficulty was, 
I understand, experienced in reproducing the 
6d. stamp accurately, but eventually the prob
lem was solved by having a drawing made of 
the stamp and photographing this. It was 
found that direct photography of the stamp 
itself did not give the desired result, hence 
the resort to this expedient. 

This type of letter card is still in use and 
can occasionally be obtained at Post Offices in 
the Colony, but at the end of December last 
a new type was put into circulation. This new 
form embodied the same '"'Ording, but the 6d. 
stamp was obviously lithographed from a dif
ferent plate. The whole of the background 
was of a solid light grey colour and the paper 
was of poor quality. Evidently the new air 
letter was a "rush job" to overcome a tempor
ary shortage as, at the same time, the old 
Active Service Cards of the 1942/ 44 type with 
an additional 3d. in stamps affixed thereto were 
still being sold over the counter at the Post 
Offices. 

Towards .the end of March of this year Air 
Letters became unobtainable at Post Offices, 
causing considerable inconvenience to the 
public. 

On the 25th of that month, however, a fresh 
supply was obtained from England and im
mediately put on sale. This new Air Letter 
is a great improvement on previous issues 
which were made either in the Colony or in 
the Union, and the lithographing of the King's 
Head stamp is exceedingly well done-in fact, 
it looks very much like an engraving-. ( Fig. 4.) 

The background of the letter is pale blue, the 
printing in dark blue, the wording being iden
tical with that of the present British Air 
Letter. There are two gummed flaps which 
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give additional privacy to the contents. 200,000 
have been received and that number should last 
for a good long time. 

There is, however, one interesting and little
known service that I have not yet mentioned. 
This is the following:-

Booking Sarawak and North Borneo 
"Royal Cyphers" mint ( or used on cover 

add 20% ). Delivery shortly. 
le. - $1 7 /6; le. - $5 complete 27 /-. 

C.W.O. Postage extra. 
A.G. COX, 

Flat 46, Albenor Flats 
Sea Point, Cape 

U.S.A. 

95 

In November, 1944, Headquarters of the 
Rhodesia Air Training Group announced that, 
to enable United Kingdom personnel serving 
in the R.A.F. to send Christmas Greetings by 
Air Letter to their relatives at home post free, 
special Air Letter Forms would be used. These 
were, of course, strictly rationed. There were 
several types in use-I have at least three
and these seem to have been dealt with in 
different ways (according to the R.A.F. Station 
involved, at a guess) in that some were post
marked in the ordinary way at the camp whilst 
some reached their destinations without any 
sign whatever that they had been through the 
post. I think that a possible explanation is 
that these latter were sent home by Service 
Aircraft-how they were distributed at the 
other end, if this was so, remains a mystery 
that will some day be solved, perhaps, when 
the fog of war has cleared away and such 
interesting secrets are revealed! (Fig. 5) 

Latest arrivals are their first Air Letter 
Sheets, issued on 29th April with a 10c stamp, 
a 5c small size air mail stamp and the 3c 
Pulitzer commemorative, a "Freedom of the 
Press" stamp, issued on 10th April. 

* * * 
PHILATELIC NECKWEAR 

A short note in "Stamps" announces that 
a New York firm was producing two s:vecial 
neckties as souvenirs of the Centenial Inter
national Exhibition. One with postal cancel
lations in white End red, the other various 
postal markings. Obtainable in maroon or in 
dark blue, retailing at one dollar each. 

The note atlds that every collector and 
dealer would want to wear one at least dur
ing the Centenary period and they were ex
pected to prove very popular. 

\Ve wonder if the writer was being a second 
George Washington or if he was indulging in 
a little gentle boosting. 

We are familiar with cancellations tying 
stamps to covers, but gee, the Centenary must 
have been some Exposition if the visitors' 
heads had to be tied to their bodies! Perhaps 
the one style of necktie was recommended for 
necking, the other for rubber-necking!! 

:Mint Coronations complete... £5 0 O 
Fiji 6d. die llmint .. . I 9 6 
Seychelles 1938 colours Ir. 12 0 O 
Bermuda 1938 2d. I 2 6 
N. Borneo B.M.A. used complete 

F.D.C. IO O 0 
Sarawak Centy. used F.D.C. I 7 6 
Sudan, Gordon, complete... 1 I O 0 

Send for particulars of our 10% New Issue 
Service. Many obsolete values of K. Geo. 
VI. available. Want Lists for all British 
Colonies appreciated. 

J. REESE & C 0. 
18, York Strett, Plymouth, England. 

CHANNEL ISLES 
Jersey Pictorial Set (6) mint 9/6; P.D.C. 10/6. 
Jersey Arms type (2) mint 2/6; l<'.D.C. 3/-. 
Guernsey Arms type (½d., ld., 2½d.) mint 3/-. 
Complete C.I. mint issues (11) 14/-. Rare 
items: Guernsey lH40 bisect 30/-. 1!)38 type 

£3. 1934 type £6. 1912 type £G. 
All Post Pree (Air lliail). 

Current British Colonials mint at 12½ per 
cent. o,·er face and recent l<'rench & Ji'rench 

Colonials ~ffailable on 
- - APPROVALS -~-

J. MARTIN, 
69, Henley Avenue, North Cheam, 

Surrey England. 
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Fine Britisl1 fJolo11ials : 
Selections of the above are sent on approval to serious collectors against references. 

Range I. Early issues, which can be selected from at one-third 
of catalogue price. 

Range 2. Modern issues (1900 on) in mint state, mostly at 
50% off catalogue. 

Range 3. Modern issues ( 1900 on) superb used, mostly at 50% 
off catalogue. 

J. BIRD.. 116.. Highlands Heath.. London.. S.W.15 .. England 
C!)111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111fil 
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SOCIETY NEWS 
00 00 I 

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 
President, Mr. L. Buchen; Hon. Sec., Mr. J B. Jen

kins, P.O. Box 4967; Meetings, 2nd Tuesdays, Public 
Library, 7.45 p.m. 

At the meeting held on May 13 the exhibit was 
provided by Mr. Simpkins, who showed a very fine 
collection of Orange l!~ree State stamps. Both mint 
and fine used items ·were included. There were nu
merous errors, including missing stops and mixed . 
stops on the V.R.I. overprints. A very rare pair of 
4d. on tld. pink of the Republican issue was included. 

~Ir. W. Redford spoke on the exhibit, ,vhich was 
much appreciated. 

Amongst the items of interest shown was a three
quarter sheet of 4d. S.\V.A. miniature war stamps 
all with inverted overprint. This was shown by Mr. 
II. Suklje. I.I. 

iC 
PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, F. C. I<'erguson; Hon. Sec .. H. l~nde
mann, P.O. Box 51°1: Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mondays, 
8 p.m., 'l'echnical College. 

8th April.---Mr. Obermeyer, in an address, briefly 
referred to the activities of the Society from the 
Parlin <lays to the present stage. and esoecially to 
the facilities at present enjoyed by the Society, in 
comparison to those of the earlier days, when the 
want of accommodation and the finding of a quorum 
were only a few of the obstacles to he faced. He 
urged the younger members to faithfully attend the 
meetings, and thereby build up their kno,vledge of 
philately. He finally touched on the subject of the 
treatment of stamps, which was interesting and 
enjoyed by all. 

The evening's exhibit was pro,·ided by Mr. Oppen
heim, who, though residing in Johannesburg, is n. 
member of this Society, and candidly admits that 
he never regrets coming over to the meetings her.-. 
He exhibited part of his collection of "Luxemburgs," 
and as usual, can be envied for beihg the possessor 
of such outstanding collections. and be assured that 
all had enjoyed viewing the exhibit. 

Mr. Obermeyer and Mr. Basden were elected Hon. 
Life Members of the Society, in appreciation of their 
long service to it and their unstinted interest in 
philately. 

22nd April.-Although the winter is setting in, the 
unabated interest of members is reYealed by the 
continued good attendance. 

We had the pleasure, this evening, of having with 
us 1\-Ir. Swanepoel, Publicity Officer of the Post 
and Telegraphs Department. As is generally the 
case, not only did he convey to us some more items 
of interest in regard to stamps of the Union of 
South Africa, in a short paper, lmt also gave us 
the opportunity of viewing our country's stamps, 
mostly in blocks of fonr, with ever so many dif
ferent shades, etc. The exhibit was an outstanding 
item, and was _greatly admir<'d by all, especially 
those so deeply rnterested in the Union issues, who 
could none other than express their nppre<'iation 
of the privilege granted them to view this exhibition. 

H.E. 

* THE JEWISH GUILD PHILATELIC SECTION 

Chairma,n, Dr. A. Kaplan; Hon. Secretan1, Mr. B. 
Joseph, 143 London House. Loveday Street. Johan
nesburir ~ Meetings, Last Thursday, Jewish Guild 
War Memorial Hall. 

At the meeting- held on 24th April the exhibit 
wa;; provided hy Mr. J. Sacks, who showed stamps 
of 8oviet Russia. 

These made a very fine show and includeu most 
of the commemoratives and miniature sheets. SomP 
v<'ry finply usPd itPms were included, including somn 
v1>ry rarely sePn in used condition. 

Mr. A. Glarlston~ ::;poke on the exhibit, :ind a 
!warty vote of thanks was passed to the exh1hitor. 

f.l. 

MARITZBURG PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

Chairman., C. R. Turner; Hon. Secretorv, R. 
Morton, P.O. Box 328, Pietermaritzbnrg; Jlfeetinos 
2nd Friday in each month at 211 Burger Street. ' 

May Meeting.-A goodly number of members 
turned out, and we were pleased to see .l\lessrs . 
Tatham and Hobbins, who have not been aole to 
attend meetings for some time. \Ve were also nieased 
to welcome several Yisitors. •· 

Owing to the sudden indisposition of Dr. Denison 
the expectf\d talk on Bechuanaland had to be 11ost
poned, and again our chairman stepped into the 
breach and gave our members a real treat oy dis-
playing his Cape Triangnlars. · 

This is the first time this collection has been 
Rhown at a meeting, and the nwmbers present were 
:i-mazed 3:t the completeness of the various print
rngs. Bng. Crofton th:rnked the chairman on behalf 
of members for showing this verv valuable collection 

Tho diRcussion on · "Stamps ·or Gnm" was con~ 
tiuued, and a number of memhers expressed their 
vJews. On the secretary putting the following 
question to the meeting, "If there were no differenci, 
in value would you prefer unused stamps without 
g-um or with gu111"? the majority by show· of hnnds 
showed their oreference for Rtamps without gum. The 
discussion will he continned. · 

A nnmher of Royal Visit :rnd Royal Train Covers 
were exhihited. and l\Ir. F. S. Jackson again showed 
his Modern German eovers with speeial cancellations. 

Two new members were proposed during the 
e,·ening. 

R.l\f. 

* 
ORANGE FREE STATE AND BASUTOLAND 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, Mr. John Lewis: Hon. Serretary, l\Ir. 
R. G. Lyon, Box 702, Bloemfontein; llfeetinr,.~, 3rd 
Fridays each month. Oranje Koffi.ehuis, Bloemfontein, 
7.30 p.m. 

April Meetiug.-Arrangements and plans in con-
1wetion with the ,Tunior eomnPtition ,vere further 
discuss0,d. This event is now scheduled to take nlace 
on Saturday, August 16, 1947. -

The evening's displny was ginm by 1\fr. R. o'\ .• 
Brown, whose "genernl" collf\ction was an eye-opener 
to members for its oriidnal nrrangPment. Mr. Hrown 
undertook to present, in brief outline, the story or 
eYery eountry, the hi.Rtorv, main dntn alHl tlw m::iin 
products in eaeh casP; lw snccPedPd admirnhly hy 
deftly picking the most suitable stamp items in thiR 
rPirard and arranging tlwm with a briPf and skilfnl 
write-up. Mr. P.rown. who is a geography and his
tory master at a loeal eollege, seems to have hPPn 
especially qualifiPd for this type of eolleetion. Tlw 
interPRting and instrnctivP display was appre<>iat<'<l 
by all members, and in particular by the visiting 
college boys. 

May Meeting.-Mr . • 1. Lewis :.:a.Ye a hie:hl:r spf'ci
nlii,ed displa:v of the rP<'f'llt Royal Vi,:it i,<si-:11Ps. 
'.I'lwre was a large nrrav of varions :orintings, shadN1 
and minor varieties. In the "eovPr'' SPetion, a fnll 
record was given, beg-inning- with early covf'rs of 
Hie Rovitl Tonn: of thP Prin"" of ,vnlP<s :,nil of 
Prinee George, a1Hl endine: uo with an ori!!'inn.1 "Ja,:t 
clay," or hPtter "last minnte," covPr re::?;iSt<'rPrl nt 
thP Can!'.\ '.rown Doeks ! l\fany mPmhPrR notiePn. to 
tlwir great sorrow how many items of the Royal 
Visit issues they themselves had missed. 

* * * 
MAURITIUS "POST OFFICE" 

K.F. 

The Royal Philatelic Society, London, an
nounces the discovery of a new specimen of 
a used one-penny "Post Office" Mauritius. 
found in an old stuck-down collection formed 
about 1870, and it is probable the specimen 
was orhdnally acquired in India between 1860 
and 1870. 

This brings the total of lrnown one-pennies 
to 12 used and 2 unused. Of the companion 
two-pennies 8 used and 4 unused are known. 
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PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF 
SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

A meeting of the Executive Committee was 
held at the Carlton Hotel, Johannesburg, on 
the 17th May. The following societies were 
represented: Natal, East Rand, Jewish Guild, 
and Johannesburg. Mr. W. Redford presided. 

A letter was received from Mr. Basde11 re
signing the position of Chairman owing to ill 
health and wishing the Federation every suc
cess. It was agreed to write to Mr. Basden 
thanking him for his work and wishing him a 
speedy recovery. 
· Mr. Isaacs, the Hon. Secretary, said ·~hat 
pressure of work prevented his carrying on 
as Secretary. His resignation was accepted 
with regret. 

Dr. Harvey Pirie was elected as Chairman, 
Commander Enoch Vice-Chairman, and Mr. 
Norman Welsford Hon. Secretary-Treasurer. 

Mr. Milner Palmer, of the Natal Society, 
who had come up to Johannesburg in order ·~o 
attend the meeting, was welcomed. Mr. Palmer, 
in thanking the Chairman for his remarks, 
said that he was glad to be able to say that 
the recently published catalogue of the stamps 
of the Union was already an assured :financia·1 
success, and would probably go into a second 
edition. 

It was agreed that any profits from the 
publication would be placed in a special ac
count to be used only for any future publi
cations by the Federation dealing with the 
stamps of Southern Africa. 

The affiliation of three new Societies was 
approved, viz., vVest Rand Stamp Club, Maritz
burg Philatelic Society, Copperbelt Philatelic 
Society, and the membership of the Philatelic 
Society of Southern Africa was resumed. The 
formation of a new Society at Spring::, was 
noted with pleasure. 

It was decided to write to the Postmaster
General offering the assistance of the Fed
eration in the matter of the designs of future 
issues of postage stamps, and suggesting that 
a competition be organised, open to the public. 

The East London Society suggested that a 
Congress be held at East London early in 
1948 in connection with the East London Cen
tenary celebrations. 

It was noted that plans were already in 
hand for a Oongress at Port Elizabeth late in 
1947. 

Mr. Redford reported that the "South Af
rican Philatelist" was now being run at a 
small profit, and it was agreed to send a finan
cial statement to member societies annually. 

It was decided to agree to the request of 
the B.P.A. to arrange for a small exhibit 
showing the Postal History of the U nfon, and 
Dr. Pirie and the Hon. Secretary were ap
pointed a sub-committee to make the necessary 
arrangements. N. W. 

* * * SOME RECENT "FINDS" 
Gibraltar. 

In the sa]e by Messrs. H. R. Harmer of Capt. 
J. J. Day's Gibraltar collection are a pair 
of the lOc with value omitted (S.G. 35). A 
half sheet ( 60 stamps) missed the second 
printing of the value tablet. Single specimens 
have recently fetched as much as £280. 

:Mauritius. 
Mr. H. E. Wingfield reports obtaining three 

magnificent Mauritius examples of S.G. 2b 
2d. indigo. Two are unused specimens with 
large margins and of the freshest colour and 
earliest state possible. Comparing them with 
all previously known specimens is like com
paring a thoroughbred with an old hack. The 
third is a used specimen on cover with a com
plete letter accompanying; it is also in im
maculate condition and with margins sufficient 
to run the proverbial tram round it. 

K.E. VII 10s. I.R. Official. 
In a boxful of mixed stamps brought in for 

sale Messrs, Harmer, Rooke & Co. found a 
block of nine unused of this rarest of all 
British stamps. Only 14 specimens were pre
viously known, including one block ( of four) 
in the National Museum of Ireland at Dublin, 
and one pair in the Royal collection. The block 
is not perfect, the four centre stamps being 
creased and having no gum, but the piece as 
a whole is, of course, something really unique. 
The block comes from the upper margin of the 
sheet and the four stamps on the top row all 
show the raised-stop variety. 
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UNION -NOTES. 
½d. With Brownish Centres: 

The M. springbok head stamps with the 
centres in varying shades of brownish grey, 
which were noted in our May issue as being 
on sale at various offices throughout the 
Union, seem now to have pretty well disap
peared and we are back again at tY1e original 
greys without any tinge of bro"m in them. 

l}d. Varieties: 
The small Hd. mine dump stamp, now in 

regular use since the reduced postal rate 
came into force on 1st May, already shows 
some interesting varieties. 

When first re-introduced, the buildings in 
the background were of an ochre or dull-gold 
colour, now they are shiny gold ( or, at any 
rate, something that glitters like gold!) It 
may be remembered that back in 1940 there 
was a change-over from shiny to dull gold 
in the original large Hd. stamp. It was 
pointed out then that the difference was a 
quantitative rather than a qualitative one and 
that if a "dull" stamp were rubbed firmly 
with something smooth and hard it could be 
made "shiny." 

Enquiry was made of the P.M.G. as to what 
was the essential difference between the two 
kinds of ink and we reprint here fron'i p. 1 
of our January, 1942, issue the reply then 
received: 

"It is desired to advise you that the first 
issue of this denomination was printed with 
pure bronze ink, which consisted of varnish 
and bronze lining. Later a small proportion 
of orange pigment was added to improve the 
printing quality. 

"Since the outbreak of war it has been im
possible to obtain bronze lining and the pro
portion of orange pigment has therefore been 
increased. This explains the dull appearance, 
of the gold. 

"The next supply of these stamps will con
tain no bronze whatsoever, but the colour will 
be a yellowish brown pigment. 

"The bronze iining is not pure gold. It 
may vary in composition according to the 
source of supply." 

This small Ud. has a still smaller variety 
(as occurs now in practically all Union stamps) 
to be found in the 10th vertical row of die 
sheets. The stamps in this row are about 
1.5 mm. narrower in width (in all-over mea
surement from perforation to perforation) 
than the others. This was noted also in the 
1941 printing. (See "S.A. Philatelist," Octo
ber, 1941, p. 110.) 

Scarce Perforation Varieties: 
Mr. R. Axer has been writing about these 

in "Stamp Collecting" and has also favoured 
us with some notes. 

S.G. ~d. 54a and ld. 56a (perf. 131 x 14) 
are definitely scarce varieties. They are de
scribed in the new Union Catalogue, pp. 56 
and 57, as "gutter-margin" sheets which were 
surplus from printing for rolls and were put 
on sale as flat sheets from October, 1935, to 
July, 1936. 

What might be mistaken for these "gutter
margin" stamps are the penny stamps printed 
for booklets but sold in sheets of 180 in 
October, 1946. In this instance, however, the 
"gutter" is a full stamp width, with three 
of them in each sheet of (normally) 240 
stamps. ( See Union Catalogue, B.17, p.65.) 

There have been many rumours of similar 
1d sheets. Has anyone actually seen them? 

S.G. Nos. 34-39 (2d., 3d., 4d., 1/-, 2/6, 
5/- and 10/-) are only given in Gibbons' 
Catalogue as perf. 14, whereas they also all 
occur perf. 14 x 13~. (See Union Catalogue, 
pp. 26-27.) They were all late printings by 
Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co. just before the 
change-over to Pretoria printing of rotogra
vure and seem to have been overlooked en
tirely by many collectors of Unions. 

Special "Royal Visit" Cancellation 
Used at Pretoria: 

A statement was made in an earlier issue 
~hat this canceller was used only on day of 
issue (17th February) covers and that special 
marks with any other date might be taken 
to be those of the Royal Train. This state
ment was made before it was realised that 
there were marks distinguishing the Pre
toria cancellers from those of the Royal 
Train, . and, in any case, it was wrong. The 
Pretoria. ~ancellers were used for cancelling 
Royal Visit stamps on both ordinary and re
gistered letters right throughout the whole 
period of the Royal Tour. 

It might be noted here that in the "Phila
telic Magazine" of 2nd May a find is reported 
of S.W.A. ld. Royal Visit stamps in which the 
stamps of the second horizontal row from the 
bottom of the sheet are perforated so closely 
to the top and bottom of the design that their 
height i~ reduced by 1:5 mm. Presumably the 
same might be found m unoverprinted stamps 
as well. 

WE WISH TO BUY 
Sets 

Packets 

Single 
Stamps 

Kiloware 
H. E. 

As the largest ·wholesale stamp 
finn in the United States, we are 
<·onstant I.myers, in wholesale 
quantities, of all kinds of 
vostage stamps. 

_!-lend us a detaileu list of your 
offers, which will receive our 
1n·o111pt, <.'.areful attention. Ref-
1•!·~•1H·es will he sent on request 
(1f :nm do not already know us) 
Ho that you may deal with us 
with coml)lete confidence. 

HARRIS & CO. 
BOSTON 17. MASS. U.S.A. 

U.S.A. 
The various stamps, etc., issued in connec

tion with the New York Centenary Exhibition 
(see "S.A. Ph.'' may issue, p. 77) have now 
all arrived here. The miniature sheet. with 
reproductions in colour of the 1847 5c Frank
lin and 10c Washington stamps, is a particu
larly attractive souvenir of the Exhibition. 
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,fflort l)tctortal!). 
'l'here has heen a certain amount of agitation ( disinterested and otherwise) to prevail on 

the British Postmaster-General to allow pictorial stamps, and at long last, that gentleman has 
not only vetoed the whole idea for good, but given the real reason why Great Britain will never 
have attractive stumps, but fortunately that embargo does not apply to the rest of the Empire, and 
here we have a selection of issues which are the admiration of the pbHatelic world, and they are 
solid, too, for who, as au American writer recently stated, ever lost money on British Colonials. 

\Ve have been deuling in stamps for over thirty years, and it's now almost a decade since 
we saw the futility of trying to stock everything, so instead of bits and pieces we decided to 
concentrate only on stamps of the present reign. but when ·we look back only a fmv years. we 
reali.se all the good things which were going a beg1-,.-;ng. One bright morning we walked into a 
London wholesaler's oilier, and unearthed several sheets of the Nigeria 4d. orange (it had been 
obsolete for at least a year) and we picked up the lot at a penny in the shilling over face. Alas 
none made more than a i,;hilling a copy. On another occasion, but no- ---why go on teasing you and 

tormenting ourselves, with might of beens, when if we take the trouble to look round, we can 
probably find as good bargHins for the future as there ever were in the past . . . as a matter of 
fact we have tucked a,vay in the old oak chest a couple of times, during the past month or so (Oh 
no, we ain't telling what) which should increase a hundred-fohl in a year or hvo, but we are 
rnmbling on. let's get dmvn to hrass tacks. \Ve issue a list of K.G. VI is,mes only. You have 
to pay 2/- a year to get it, by sea-mail or 12/- by air (maybe if you are a good buyer we'll send 
i.t by air for two bob) and it's the most comprehensive list issued in its tield. We haYe a ne,w 

issue service, too (yes, ou1· subscribers got the Barbados provisionals both pPrfs., if they wanted 
them at a special price). \Ve'll SPIH1 particulars of that free. 

~be (!Commontuealtb ~tamp (!Cop., 
7, 1Leatber 1Lane, 1Liberpool 2: (f nglanb .. 

WEEKLY ST AMP 
AUCTION SALES 
CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 

Postal bids accepted 

EVERY 
TUESDAY 

12.45-2 p.m. 

• 
Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

HUGH M. JOHANN1ESBURG LTD. 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

124, MARSHALL STREET, 

JOHANNESBURG 
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The Philatelic Society of Johannesburg 
handed over its collection of books and periodi
cals on stamp collecting in 1938 to the Johan
nesburg Public Library for safe..:keeping. Since 
this date the collection has been steadily aug
mented, but with the purchase of the philatelic 
library belonging to the well-known South 
African collector, Mr. E. Tamsen of Nyl
stroom, in August of last year, this collection 
is now probably the most representative of its 
kind in .the Union. 

The addition of various South African phila
telic magazines from this and other sources 
(notably by the generous gift of Mr. J. Robert
son, the Johannesburg stamp dealer), 
prompted a short note on some of these more 
recent acquisions in "Africana Notes and 
News" for March, 1947. This note was pri
marily intended for collectors of Africana in 
general and not for philatelists, but as the 
philatelic press in South Africa has not been 
reviewed in this journal since Mr. Tamsen 
recorded the South African items in his col
lection in the number for July, 1928, a record 
of the South African stamp magazines at 
present housed in the Johannesburg Public 
Library may be of some use to .the collectors 
of this generation who are interested in read
ing about their hobby and about the stamps 
of South Africa before and after Union. 

1. "The South African Philatelist," Jo
hannesburg, November, 1895 to April, 1896. 
These six numbers form the complete set and 
were presented to the Library by the local 
society. The magazine was according to the 
"Introductory" (v. 1, no. 1, p. 1) "the first 
paper published in South Africa devoted to 
Philately." It was published in mimeographed 
form, or as the editors, S. A. Klagsbrun and 
S. F. Epstein, put it, "by Typograph." Its aim 
was "to further Philately in South Africa; to 
give the earliest and fullest information on 
matters of interest to our readers; and to cut 
sharp and deep into any suspicious postal pro
ceedings." In the first number some "sus
picious proceedings" are noted, and it is stated 
that the postal authorities cornered vast quan
tities of the one penny Transvaal commemora
tive stamp and sold them at a premium. 

From the Index (a most useful feature that 
modern South African journals might very well 
copy), it is evident that the contents of these 
six numbers are almost exclusively African, 
covering such interesting- subjects as the 
stamps of Bechuanaland, Natal, the O.F.S. and 
S,vaziland, and the forgeries of the stamps of 
the various South African states of the time. 
In the last number the editors regret that they 
cannot carry on and state that they had "liter
ally to write every syllable contained in the 
six numbers." This is the cry of nearly all the 

editors of South African stamp magazines 
that succeeded this the first of the South 
African philatelic papers. The editors pro
mised a two-paged publication entitled "The 
South African Philatelist Monthly Bulletin." It 
is not mentioned by Mr. Tamsen in his article 
and there is no copy in the Johannesburg col
lection. Does anyone know whether it was ever 
published? 

In his article in "The South African Phila
telist" for July, 1928 (p. 97), Mr. Tamsen notes 
three numbers of a publication without a 
specific name issued by the Johannesburg 
United Philatelic Society under the editorship 
of Mr. T. Henderson. It ran from May to 
August, 1910. There is no copy in the Jo
hannesburg collection, but it was apparently 
the forerunner of the next magazine of which 
the Library received a full set from .the Phil
atelic Society of Johannesburg. 

2. "The South African Philatelist." Johan
nesburg, November, 1910, to February, 1912. 
The Mr. Henderson mentioned above edited the 
sixteen numbers of this, the first South African 
stamp magazine to be issued in printed form. 
It contains notes on new issues, some articles 
on special topics, and much discussion on the 
hobby in general; reports from the various 
South African societies are a special feature 
which makes its first appearance in this 
magazine. On . p. 19 of the issue for January, 
1911, is a most interesting article on the vari
ous South African philatelic societies of the 
time entitled "Philately in South Africa," by 
"Afrikander." The editor states that he re
printed this article from "The Postage Stamp" 
of November 5th, 1910. Apparently "The 
South African Philatelist" ceased publication 
when the editor left for Natal. 

According to Mr. Tamsen, "The South Afri
can Philatelic Advertiser" was published in 
Durban during the period May, 1911, to May, 
1912. There are no copies of this journal in 
the Johannesburg Public Library nor of the 
other Natal journal said to have been edited 
by a Mr. W. E. Neave. 

3. "The Rhodesian Philatelist." Bulawayo, 
July, 1912, to June, 1913. The twelve mimeo
graphed numbers of this magazine published 
under the auspices of the Philatelic Society of 
Rhodesia and· edited by C. C. Woolacott, con
tain interesting and authoritative articles on 
the stamps of Rhodesia as well as short articles 
on other South African stamps, such as Trans
vaal reprints," "Forged overprints on O.F.S. 
stamps," and also some articles on general 
philatelic subjects, notably on used versus un
used stamps as collectors' items. This journal 
was discontinued after the first year not only 
because the editor found it difficult to obtain 
suitable. articles, but even more because he 
found the task of duplicating the magazine 
too onerous. . 1 

4. "The South African Stamp Collector." 
Kimberley, July, 1916, to May-June, 1917. The 
nine numbers of this, presumably the only 
stamp magazine to be published in the Cape 
Province, all · appeared during the first Great 
War. Cecil Mark. Henderson was the editor 
and the Star Electric Printing Works of Kim-
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berley ,vas responsible for the printing. The 
journal is full of interesting philatelic infor
mation about a great variety of subjects rang
ing from Mount Currie locals to postal ser
vices during the campaign in South West 
Africa. There are also many titbits of South 
African philatelic gossip such as the reference 
to the philatelic column in "Africa's Ov.-n 
Monthly" on p. 67 of "The South African 
Stamp Collector" for September, 1916. Unfor
tu:o.ately the last two numbers of this journal 
have not yet been acquired for· the Johannes
burg collection. 

Detween June, 1917, and February, 1920, 
there apparently was no South African maga
zine devoted solely to the interests of phil
atelists. In the latter month Mr. J. Robertson 
of Johannesburg started what is in effect the 
forerunner of the present "South African 
Philatelist." 

5.' "The Union Philatelist." Johannesburg, 
February, 1920, to November-December, 1920. 
As the first two numbers only are available in 
the .Johannesburg Public Library, it is not 
possible to determine the scope of this journal 
with any accuracy, but contributions by such 
eminent South African philatelists as Chas. 
Hand and Emil Tamsen do give some indica
tion of the standard of tne articles on special 
topics. 

6. "The Quarterly Review of Philately." 
Johannesburg, March, 1921, to October, 1922. 
Mr. J. Robertson edited the first three numbers 
and Mr. Harry Blom the last four. Apparently 
these seven numbers were the first philatelic 
papers issued in South Africa to include illus
trations of postage stamps. There are some 
interesting articles by well-known authorities, 
e.g., "The C.S.A.R. stamps," by E. Tamsen; 
"The overprinted issues of the Second British 
Occupation of the Transvaal," by Chas. Hand; 
"The official stamps of the Cape of Good 
Hope," also by E. Tamsen; and "The postage 
dues of the Union of South Africa," by G. W. 
Reynolds, to mention only those noted in "The 
South African Philatelist" for July, 1928. 

7. "The New Stamp Monthly." Johannes
burg, July, 1921. The one and only number 
of this journal to be published is the work of 
S. Keene and is illustrated. A column "Lead
ing Philatelists of the Union" is a feature 
which is also found in later South African 
journals, but otherwise there is not much in
formation on philatelic matters. 

8. "The South African Philatelist." Johan
nesburg, Februay, 1923, to date. This the 
third South African philatelic paper to be 
called "The South African Philatelist" incor
porated "The Union Philatelist" and "The 
Quarterly Review of Philately." Mr. G. W. 
Revnolds was the first editor, and he was fol
lo\\'ed by Mr. J. Robertson, who in turn was 
succeeded by Mr. A. E. Basden, who was again 
follmved by Dr. J. H. Harvey Pirie. Under the 
able editorship of these keen philatelists this 
journal has managed to weather many a storm 
and has undoubtedly been the means of 
making known to collectors the world over that 
philately in all its aspects has many ardent 

students in our country. At one time or another 
almost every South African collector of note 
has contributed to this magazine, and in its 
pages will be found a great deal of informa
tion, particularly on South African stamps, 
that is not available anywhere else. 

9. "The South African Stamp Exchange 
Club Magazine.'' Pretoria, August, 1946, to 
date. As this magazine is entirely devoted to 
stamp collecting, it ought to be noted here to 
make the list complete, but, as its name im
plies, it differs in scope from the other journals 
noted, though it does include a few articles 
on South African stamps. 

In the Johannesburg Public Library there 
are some other South African magazines on 
hobbies devoting some space to stamp collec
ting, but they have been purposely omitted 
from this short survey of journals devoted 
exclusiYely to philately: there is no need to 
include them to prove how great is the interest 
in this hobby in South Africa when it is pos
sible to point to so many journals in the short 
space of half a century and to regular columns 
in the daily press. 

ANNA H. SMITH. 

* * * T.P.O's 
Current philatelic magazines have three 

articles dealing with British Colonial T.P.O's. 
In the "Stamp Collectors' Fortnightly" of 

15th March, Mr. Cyril Kidd describes those 
operating on Sierra Leone's 338 miles of rail
way. They appear to have been introduced 
about 1911 or 1912, and four types of mark 
are figured as having been, or being in use. 

In "Gibbons' Stamp Monthly" for March, 
Mr. Harold G. D. Gisborn deals with those of 
British Guiana. Here there are two railway 
offices operating respectively on the East Coast 
and West Coast lines, and four T.P.O's on 
steamers plying up and down the principal 
rivers. Each of these six offices has a distinc
tive date stamp appropriately designated and 
those at present in use are illustrated. There 
are also nine Travelling Postal Agencies oper
ating in launches or, in one instance, by light 
railway; some of these have cancellers bear
ing the name of the agency, others are merely 
indicated by number. 

In the "Philatelic Magazine" of 21st March, 
Mr. Norman Hill describes the Mobile Post 
Offices of the cities in the Union. He illus-

/3"' 
/4P "'~ . d) 

~ FE I+ -o 
?- 41 ~ 

"-P_§;/ 
trates, amongst others, a temporary postmark 
-a skeleton steel hand-stamp-used at Port 
Elizabeth when No. a Mobile P.O. was first 
introduced there, which has not, to our know
ledge, been recorded before. 
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SOVIET PHILATELISTS 

Collecting stamps, Russian and foreign, is 
a widespread hobby in the Soviet Union. 
Among the Soviet philatelists are students, 
workers, actors, ,vriters, engineers, profes
sors, scientists, etc. Some of them belong to 
philatelic circles, one of which is functioning 
at the Moscow House of Scientists. A circle 
for juvenile stamp collectors has been estab
lished at the Moscow House of Young Pioneers. 
One group of stamp collectors has been en
trusted with the task of making preparations 
for the opening of the All-Union Philatelic 
Society. 

Soviet philatelists collect Russian stamps 
issued in Tsarist times and after the estab
lishment of Soviet rule in the country. Some 
of them have specjalised in the collection of 
stamps of Great Britain and her colonies as 
well as of the U.S.A. Many philatelists in 
the U.S.S.R. have full sets of stamps issued 
in various European countries. 

The Ministry of Communications of the 
U.S.S.R. annually issues series of p,o:,tage 
stamps reflecting jubilee dates and outstand
ing events in the life of the country. More 
than 150 different kinds of stamps were issued 
between June, 1941, and August, 1945. The 
first pair of 30-kopek stamps to appear in the 
beginning of the war were "Be a Hero" and 
"People's Guard." Very few of these stamps 
were issued and they are now regarded as 
rare. A set of eight stamps was issued to 
mark the 25th anniversary of the October 
Revolution. Four stamps were dedicated to 
the heroic cities of Stalingrad, Leningrad, 
Sevastopol and Odessa, which witnessed the 
onslaught and siege of Nazi hordes. Nearly 
20 different kinds of stamps were issued in 
honour of Heroes of the Soviet Union. Orders 
and Medals of the U.S.S.R. are drawn on 
more than 20 stamps. Two war-time series, 
with two stamps in each, reflect the unity of 
the Soviet-Anglo-American alliance. A set of 
seven stamps is dedicated to the 20th anni
versary of the death of V. I. Lenin, while an
other series of five stamps mark the 75th an
niversary of the birth of Lenin. 

Stamps have been issued in the Soviet Union 
to mark the dates of the birth and death of 
great Russian writers, eomposers, r.ainters 
and scientists, e.g., Mayakovsky, Turgenev, 
Gorky, Rimsky-Korsakov, Chaplygin, Krylov, 
Repin, Griboyedov, Popov, Hertzen, Mechni, 
kov and others. The birthday anniversaries of 
Marx and Engels, founders of scientific social
ism, likewise found their reflection in Soviet 
stamps. 

A three-rouble stamp with a drawing of the 
Order of Victory and a 60-kopek stamp were 
issued to mark VE-Day. The State Philatelic 
Bureau is now finishing preparations for the 
publication of a catalogue of Soviet stamps 
,vhich will appear this year. 

-Soviet :Xews Press Service per South African 
Friends of the Soviet enion. 

HUNGARY 
The official Philatelic Agency has sent us 

illustrations of a set of four stamps, printed 
by latticed photogravure, issued for the li"'und 
"Come! Give! Help," each with a surtax. 

The 8+50 f. in blue shows a doctor holding 
a syringe and is in aid of hospitals. 

The 12+30 f., in brown, features a physician 
examining an X-ray plate, symbolising the 
fight against "i:uberculosis. 

The 20+50f. has a nurse holding a child in 
her arms as a symbol of child p,rotectioll. In 
green. 

The 60+50 f. represents a P.O.W. starting 
homeward from a prisoner camp. 

Only 50,000 each of the first three are be
ing issued, the last in unlimited quantity. 

Later comes intimation of a set of 8 Roose
velt semi-postals, due for issue early in June. 
Four of them, f,:n· ordinary postage (plus sur
tax) feature respectively the four Freedoms. 
The other four. for air post only (plus sur
tax) feature respEctively Casablanca, 'l'ehe
ran, Yalta and the President's resting place at 
Hyde Park. 

* GERMANY 
Two adhesives, 24 and 75 Pf and a 12 Pf 

postcard were issued on 15th May commemo
rating the death of Heinreich v. Stephan, 
largely responsible for the foundati-on of the 
U.P.U. and, if we mistake not, the introducer 
of the postcard. Thanks to Dr. Kurt Geier, 
of Berlin, for first day copies. 

)(,. 

AUSTRIA 
Josef Wicke sent a set of 10 f ea tu ring 

various aspects of St. Stephen's Cathedral in 
Vienna. 

)(,. 

GREECE 
Issued on t3th April, to be in circulation for 

six months, the King George 50 Dr on 1 Dr, 
250 Dr on 3 Dr and 600 Dr. on 6 Dr, appeared 
with deep black borders. 

A "Victory" set of 8 values, 50 to 5,000 Dr, 
was issued on 1st May. The stamps feature 
episodes where Greek forces were engaged in 
Albania, El Alamein, Italy, etc. 

On 20th April a charity tamp, 50Dr on 50 
Lep, was issued for the benefit of tuberculosis 
postal employees. 

-Kirnon Catacalos. 

* 
PRINCESS ELIZABETH 

21st BIRTHDAY STAMPS 
The Newfoundland 4c stamp, duly appeared. 

It is of a pale, almost washed-out blue colour. 
Australia's special stamp has been delayed. 

\Ve understand one was prepared for issue on 
21st April, by.t the design was turned down 
by the Board of judges for new stamps and 
a new design is not likely t:o be ready for some 
months. 
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Jol111 P. Shin;:ler, 
B.P.A. 

POSTAGE STAMP DEALER, 

27 Terminus St., East London, C.P. 
PEACE VICTORY ISSUES 

Free pricelists are now available of the 
above, complete sets and single sets both 

mint and fine used. 
Send also for pricelists of Egypt, Union, 
S.W.A., Royal Visit, British Colonial and 
Foreign Issues, albums and accessories. 
S.A. PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION: 

Write for details of this Postal 
Exchange Club - members wanted 
with better class material for sale. 
UNION COLLECTORS SHOULD 

HAVE: 
The Standard Catalogue of the Postage 

Stamps of the Union of South Africa: 
Issued by the Philatelic Federation of 
Southern Africa, post free 7 /8. 

The Airposts of South Africa, L. A. 
Wyndham, post free 12/9. 

JANUARY, 1948: Come to East London 
for your holidays and enjoy the Centen
ary Celebrations, and in particular the 
East London Philatelic Society's Stamp 

Exhibition. 

ALL DEALERS 
in South Africa who do not already read the 

PHILATELIC 
TRADER 

should send their subscription, 61
- per 

annum, immediately for this invaluable 
fortnightly guide ·to 

BUYING and SELLING 
thro~ghout the sterling area. 

HARRIS PUBLICATIONS LTD. 
445, Strand, London, England. 

YOUR WANT LIST 
FOR 

MINT and USED BRITISH 
and COLONIAL STAMPS 
of all periods except current 

issues. 

Should now be be addressed to : 

R. T. LILLEY, 
39, ROBERTS AVENUE, 
KENSINGTON, 
JOHANNESBURG. 

RPferPnCPS, plpase, from customers 11ot already 
known to me. I stock only sound stamps but 
lwyond that everything I submit i8 dPemed to 
be on approval, paid for or not. In short, 

the customer must be satisfiPd. 
Future adi:ei'fi,qements 1cill list ,qpecific stamp.'!, 
1>11t mea111t:llile I 1rPl<'.01ne details of your 

i 11terests. 

I am nlwnys keen to buy rare starn~s. P:?Od 
col1ections, classics, complete sets, 111 f~ct 
almost anything except ,Junk and defectn-e 

8tnmpl':. 

Late of Lancaster Gardens, London, W.13 

'Jllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll:.,; 

Choice Colonials 
• 

CAPE. 1833. Imperf. 4d. SG.4a fine mint 300/-

1855/iiS. ~rnperf. 4<1. S.G.6 a very fine r: 
used pau . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13,>/-

1835/58. Imperf. 1/- S.G.8 fine used 100/-
1863/64. ImpPrf. ld. S.G.18 fine mint 100/-

1879. :~<L on 4d. "TH.I~B" for 
"TIIRl•Jl~'' S.G. 34b 118<'<1 • • • • • • 180/-

LAGOS. 1904. CA. 10/- S.G.53 mint .. 300/

NATAL. 1908/H. )!CA. J:l S.G.lil superb 
9

r: 
n1int . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -..>0/-

- NIGER C0.-\8T. lSH:~. •_rype 3. ½d. on 
2½d. S.G.10 mint ............ 100/-

lSirn. 'l'ype (i. ½<l. on 2jd. S.G.2ii mint 125/-

18!)3. 'I'.vpe 6. ½<l. on 2½d. S.G.26 mint 110/-
RIIODESTA. 18HO. £5 S.G.12 mint .... 250/-

1890. £11) s.n.13 mint .......... 350/-
18!)1, Sureharge:-:. SPt of four S.G.14/17 20;i/-

18!Hl. Smeh:n·g.-<1. 1d. on 4/- S.CT.;i2 
n1int .................... 140/-

l\"E\Y H;Sl'J,} SEHVJC'E--Senrl for 7wrtic11lars . 

• 
E. S. JAMES, 

RUSTINGTON, SUSSEX, ENGLAND . 

• 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111'! 
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NETHERLANDS 
"Mijn Stokpaardje" in its issue. tor Mar~h, 

1947, gives details of the ~egulations which 
will enable some collectors m Holland to ex
change stamps with friends and col~ector~ 
overseas. The Foreign Exchange Section of 
the Netherlands Bank has agreed namely to 
the following:-

Only members of societies _affili~ted t<_> t}1e 
Nether lands Federation of Philatelic Societies 
may exchange stamps with C<?llectors ou~side 
Holland, subject .to the follo~mg regulations: 

1.-Import of only one n:imt ~opy of_ any 
stamp per member of a society 1s permitted: 
This may be increased to pairs or blocks of 
four only when the society to which the mem
ber belongs has knowledge that that particu
lar member collects stamps in this state. 

2.-Import and export value must balance. 
Foreign partner to the exC:hange . m1;1st fulfil 
his part of the ·transaction w1thm three 
months of the despatch of the stamps, other
wise future dealings with that person will be 
stopped. · 

3.-Two or more members of a society ma_y 
not combine in an exchange. Exchange 1s 
limited to one transaction per month, the value 
not to exceed f.20.00 (approx. £2). A greater 
amount may be allowed should despatches be 
delayed for a few months, but the eventual 
total may not exceed f.60.00. 

4.-Stamps for exchange must be sent. to 
the committee of the Netherlands Federation 
at the Hague accompanied by a list of the 
stamps to be despatched and received in re
turn, in duplicate. 

The list must contain a full description of 
the stamps. , 

5.-Should the Committee approve the pro
posed exchange, the' lists are endorsed to this 
effect and dated. The endorsement must also 
contain a declaration stating that the exchange 
is in terms of General Concession No. . . of 
the Netherlands Bank at Amsterdam and be 
signed by the Secretary of the Federation. 
One copy of the list is enclosed with the 
stamps to be despatched and the ?ther !e_
tained by the Federation for comparison w1t11 
the list returned by the foreign partner to 
the exchange. 

6.-The stamps being imported must be ad
dressed to the Federation and be accompan"ied 
by the list enclosed with the stamps exported. 
This list is eventually handed to the Customs 
Department. 

7.-The value of foreign exchange shall be 
calculated in gulden at the prevailing rate 
of exchange provided by the Netherlands Bank. 

From the above it will be clear that used 
stamps may not as yet be exchanged · and 
that only members of societjes affiliated to the 
Federation of Philatelic Societies are per
mitted exchange. 

Should the belief that one's ears tingle 
when one is being discussed by others be 
true, certain ears in Holland must be a posi
tive nuisance to their owners! 

Rumours circulating in Holland that the 
number of "Cour Internationale de Justice" 
stamps available was insufficient have elicited 

lthe reply that owing to the great demand, 

orders from sources outside the Hague have 
had to suffer delay. 

A label issued by "De N ederlandsche 
Ruimtevaart Studio" and its organ, "The Fly
ing Rocket," bearing the inscription "Neder
land-Franklin D. Roosevelt" and value 
f .2.50+50 ct., resembles an official issue so 
much that the Netherlands postal authorities 
have. found it necessary to issue a warning 
that these labels have no official status what
ever. 

* Date of Cape Rectangular Used in O.F.S. 
Sir,-I have read with interest the article 

in the April "S.A. Philatelist" by Mr. Jur
gens, "Early Postal Hostory of the O.F.S." 

Re your footnote to Mr. Freund's letter re
garding same article in the May issue, it may 
be of interest to know that Baron Brougham 
and Vaux died at Cannes on May 7th, 1868. 
Thus, allowing one month for the voyage of 
the steamer Australian, it would appear that 
an approximate date could be given to the 
piece of newspaper. 

Yours, etc., 
E. H. KEW. 

* EXCHANGES WANTED. 
Czechoslovakia.-J aromir Fiser, of Sobeslav 

II, Bohemia, wants a philatelist to write 
him. His letter came by air with 13 
different stamps on it. 

Australia.-Mrs. H. F. Higgs, of "ElmwoQd," 
Yan Year, Victoria, wishes to exchange 
mainly Australian and New Zealand for 
Southern Africans. 

Sarre.-Heinrich Walz, of 79 Feldmannstrasse, 
Sarrebruck . 6e, French Occupation Zone, 
wishes to exchange stamps of Sarre for 
stamps of Southern Africa. At present 
loose stamps cannot be sent or received. 
They must be on cover, but it is hoped 
restrictions will soon be lifted. Correspon
dence in English, French or German. 

Roumania.-C. Fotescu and M. Berall, stamp 
dealers, of Callea Victoriei, Bucharest 25, 
not only sell stamps but are prepared to 
exchange Roumania, Austrian, Hungarian 
or Russian mint stamps for equal value 
of South African mint, registered post. 

Austria.-Josef Wicke, of Breitenfurterstrasse 
5, Vienna 25, Atzgersdorf, wishes to ex
change South African stamps on cover for 
equal values Austrian on cover by regis
tered post. Correspondence in English, 
French or German. 

Belgi'um.-Madame Jules Jauquet, 90 Rue de 
la Station, Monstier-sur-Sambre, a debu
tante collector, wishes to exchange Bel
gian for Southern African. 

France.-M. Antonin Pouzerate, 30 Avenue 
Carnot, Roanne (Loire), ·wishes to ex
change picture postcards franked with 
varied stamps for similar items- from 
France. 

Jean Bosse, La Meignanne, Maine, 
Loire, wishes exchange European for 
British Colonials. 

India.-G. Shantaram Prahbu, Payyanur (N. 
Malabar), S. India. Indian and Malayan 
for Southern African. 
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BRITISH COLONIALS 

·we hold a large stock of all issues of the Dombions and Colonies, from 
suberb copies of the Classic issues to the latest pfotorials and commemoratives. 

\Ve are continually purchasing large and small collections, specialised ]ots, 
etc., and there is always something fresh to attract collectors. 

Want lists are welcomed and receive prompt attentio:1. 

We also hold a good stock of most FOREIGN CO ONTRIES. 
I 

Our prices are reasonable, and the stamps offered are of one quality only 
-THE BEST-as our motto is 

IT IS CONDITION THAT COUNTS. 

H. E. WINGFIELD, 
392 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2., ENGLAND. 

WRITE FOR OUR MONTHLY LIST, SENT POST FREE ON APPLICATION. 

A FEW USEFUL SPACE FILLERS 
Australia Victory used 1 /3 Blocks 
Barbados '38, 1d. P.14 used ...• 

do. 2i!. P.14 used • -: .. 
do. :3d. P.14 used . . . . 
do. 4d. P.14 used . . . . 

Br. Guiana 3c S.G.290 M or U . . . . . . 
Burma 1938 1a Dll Mint 2/6 ; Block:, 
Burma 19:38 la Service 2_/-; Blocks .. 
1H45 Mil. Admin. Comp. Mint ..... . 
A few Jap issues in stock if required 
Canada 1942 6c Air Mint 3/-; ms. . . 
Ceylon 3c P.14 used (19-12) • . . . . . 
Cyprus 1938 l½p red used . . . . . . 

do. 1933 2½p blue used . . . . . . . . 
IIJgypt 1939 20m grey mint 1_/6 ; His. 
1939 30m dark grey Mint . . . . . . . . 

do. do. Used . . . . . . . . 
1945 Arab Union Mint or used pain; 
ln4tl 80th Anniv. Mint 3/-; Block .. 
194:1-44 26c IiJxpress l\Iint . . . . . . . . 
rn:38 Gibraltar :3d. p. 14 used . . . . . . 
1943 Gibraltar 1d. Pm½ ,Ymk SidP ::H 
19·12 Grenada ½d.-1/- 7,· l'. 13½ x 12½ 

u ...................... . 
1!)38 Jamaica 2d. P. 1:3 x 13 ½ us<><l . . . . 
1938 Malta 1 d. brown Mint 1 /fl; His ... 
1946 Newfoundland 2c/30c 1' 1/H; Ills. 
J942 Xyasalarnl ½<1.-tl Cp. :\f. t:"i; His . 

ri/0 
1/6 
2/0 
2/0 
2/0 
ri/0 

10/0 
8/0 

·10/0 

12/0 
G/0 
0/fl 
2/0 
G/0 
1/H 
1/0 
2/0 

12/0 
fl/fl 

2,i/0 
1/ti 

30/0 
1/0 
(i/0 
li/0 

. J0()/0 

COLLECTIONS .AND FOREIGN 
G.B. CollPction Cat. Abont £:3i"i, 

price . . . . . . . . . . . . £10 0 0 
Antigua 31 stamps Cat. £1.0 10s., 

price . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 JO 0 
Barbados Hi Britannia Type Cat. 

£11 l5s., price . . . . . . . . . . 3 Hi 0 
BPnnuda 55 stmnps Cat. £10, price -1- 5 0 
Canada Col. to Hll2 87 stamps Cat. 

over £14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ri 1G 0 
Ceylon 1857-1!)12, 173 stamps Cat. 

£100, priee . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 0 0 
H. Kong-_ l 00 stamps Cat. £28 

good posbnarks.. .. . . .. . . 10 10 0 
llHlia & C.E.F. 1:10 stamps Cat. 

£11, pricP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ :tO 0 
Russia 2,3 spts nsPd from H)41 to 

'44 almost Comp. C. 't • • . . . • 4 0 0 
All the abore collections can be sent on :tp
proni.l agairn:t eash, if not rPf[nirPd we shall 

refund. 
In a few wepks, wlwn WP are a bit organised, 
we hopP to rnn th<' following: ,v11010sale :111<1 
HPtail K.G. VI ~lint and Used, PackPts and 
npproYals, eu~tomers intPrPsted shoul<l apply 

now :rrnting J"NJnii·ements. 
1r<' slw/1 1w pleased to he111· from liot!I old n11tl 

ne11' c11.~tn111ers. 

L. A. GURN·EY, 
IJ!, ABERCORN STREET, BULAWAYO, SOUTHERN RHODESIA 

105 
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COMMANDO BRIEF 
The articles lately appearing in your valu

able journal, on the above subject, have been 
of very great interest to me. Admittedly no 
official document has, as yet, been traced to 
give these Franks or Labels, an authoritative 
status, but it appears to me that there is 
abundant evidence that they were accepted, 
endorsed by official post marks, and exten
sively used from nine days after the declara
tion of war, to within five days of the occu
pation of Bloemfontein by the British on 18th 
March, 1900. 

May I venture to recall :one or two facts 
which seem to me to have a possible bearing 
on the issue of the "Commando Briefs"? 

The Orange Free State raised a Civilian 
Army, but it was a Fighting Army, granted 
free postage. In order to facilitate quick 
identification and transmission, a label (with
out denomination) would be useful. 

The possibility :of a clash of arms had been 
pending for some months, and the Free Staters 
were not taken by surprise when their Presi
dent declared war on 11th October. They were 
mobilised at once and the Commandoes were 
already on the war path. 

On 17th October the bridges of Modder 
River and Fourteen Streams were destroyed. 
On the 18th the Free State annexed territory, 
including the Kimberley District. 

The following dates are clearly legible on 
Commando Briefs in my possession: 

Modder River. OC 20 99 (2), OC 21 99, NO 
22, 99, NO 23 99 and NO 25 99 ( 4). 

Spytfontein. OC 21 99 (3), OC (date other
wise illegible.) NO 23.9H. 

Barkly West. NO 12 99 (2), NO 13, 99 (3), 
NO 18 99 (3), NO 21 99 (5) and NO 23 99 (3). 

Petrusberg. FE 7 00 Charlestown. !:I Feb. 
00 Sto(rm)berg. Junction. C.G.H. FE (date 
smudged). 

Bloemfontein. 27 FE 00 Heilbron. Mr. 8. 
Also three "Killers" 252 (2) Cape type, and 

one 9. (0.V.S. type) which I understand was 
used at ,J agersfontein. 

Covers. 
Modder River. NO 25 99. 

Address. Mr. F. Hochapfel 
c/o. Major Albrecht Division. 

Near Jacobsdal. 
Modder River NO 25 99. 

Address Johannes Jacobs 
Jacobsdal. 

Colenso. 20. Jan. 00. (one line rubber stamp, 
purple ink.) 

Address Messers Wright and Andrett 
Photogra p-hers. 

Bloemfontein. Date backstamp 25 . .Jan. 00 
2nd P.M .• Tan. 22. 00 (Town name Hlegible). 
3rd P.M. Jan. 24 00 Z.A.R. (otherwise il

legible). 
Can your readers supply earlier or later 

dates? I have specimens with postal dates of 
five of the six months of the Free State cam
paign; the missing month is December. I won
der why. 

RACHEL LEIGHTON. 

ROBSON LOWE ENTERS 
AMERICAN BUSINESS 

Robson Lowe is the latest British philatelic 
dealer to enter the American field. He is 
setting up a branch of his business at 721 
Widener Building, Philadelphia, Pa., and 
clients will in future have a chance of bid
ding in both England and America. 

* A NEW BRITISH WEEKLY 
We have received word of a new 4-page 

weekly philatelic newspaper, the "Stamp 
Mirror," about to be started at 2 Queen's Walk, 
South Ruislip, Middlesex, England. 

* BARBADOS 
Stocks of ld. stamps recently ran out, and 

on 21/4/47 the postmaster reluctantly had to 
issue the current 2d. surcharged "one penny" 
in two lines in a shiny black ink. It is 
understood that 1,000 sheets x 120 were so 
overprinted, all at one operation. Every pos
sible step was taken to prevent speculation 
in the issue; no more than 30 were sold to 
one person on the day of issue and no more 
than 12 on subsequent days, and no orders 
from abroad were handled by the G.P.O. Both 
perforations, the 14 and the 13ili x 13, seem 
to have been used. No major varieties have 
yet been described. This is the first time for 
55 years that Barbados has resorted to a sur
charge. - Information from "Stamp Collect
ing." 

* CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
The postal authorities have opened a Phila

telic Agency in Prague and have sent us a 
tasteful envelope with three stamps ( 1.60, 
2.40 and 5 Kes) and a special cancellation, 
issued on 23rd April in commemoration of 
the 950th anniversary of the death of St. 
Ethelbert, Bishop of Prague, who was mur
dered in heathen Prussia in 997. 

Later came three stamps (1.20, 1.60 and 
2.40) commemorating the Lidice tragedy. The 
two lower values feature a weeping woman 
who is, without exception, the most harrowing 
picture we know; the British "Keep Death off 
the Roads" poster simply isn't in it. 

* BRAZIL 
The latest commemorative, a 40c. light 

green-blue, appeared on 14th March, the cen
tenary of the birth of the poet Castro Alves. 

On 17th May were due a souvenir sheet, 
envelopes and post cards, with special cancel
lations in honour of the U.S.A. postal centen
ary. • -::\T11l'io dP Ranctis. 

* EGYPT 
Mr. J. P. Shingler reports that the new air

mail set consists of 12 values, viz., 2, 3, 5, 7, 
8, 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, 100 and 200 mills. 

He also forwards a specimen of the Evacua
tion 10 mills stamp, in light purple with a 
soldier raising the Egyptian flag (in green). 
The stamp has the word "Evacuation" at the 
bottom. 
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IT WOULD BE 

DIFFICULT 
to find a more informative 
Stamp Journal than the 

Founded by Albert H. Harris, and now 
read by collectors in more than fifty 

countries. 

Demand in the U.K. exceeds supply, but 
we are granted extra paper for 

OVERSEAS READERS ONLY 
Subscription: 10/- per annum (post free) 

Published by 

HARRIS ,PUBLICATIONS LTD. 
445, STRAND, LONDON, ENG. 

-------- -----------___ -----_-----=---- - ---~~·----·-··-

WANTED 
3272 

To c,ompl,ete my World Collectfon of 
Normals from the first issue of every 
country to 1933 issues (inclusive). Mint 

or good used, one copy of each only. 

"\Vatermark and perforation varieties; errors 
aud shades not required. 

My greatest needs now are: Salvador 129 
blanks, Macao 86 blanks, Ecuador 75 
blanks, Turkey 63 blanks, Spanish Mo
rocco 53 blanks, Timor 52 blanks, Nica
ragua 50 blanks, Belgium 47 blanks, 
Syria 46 blanks, Spain 42 blanks, etc., 

Want list of any country upon 
application. 

Good vrices for good covies. 

E. DIJNT, 
Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

i 

Remaining Sales 
This Season 

5th JULY-
A fine British Empire collection broken 
into suitable lots, scarce Canada, good 
collections and various. 

19th JULY-
An extensive British Empire collection 
offered by Colonies, also scarce New
foundland and others. 

' 26th JULY-
A fine collection of J ap-Burma issues, 
strong in "Peacocks", the property of 
Mr. Jal Cooper, F.R.G.S., of Bombay. 

2nd AUGUST-
A fine General Sale, good British Empire 
collections, sets and single rarities. 

Catalogue descriptions are comprehensive and 
accurate, while Overseas bids are handled with 
care and discretion. 

EASTBOURNE 
STAMP AUCTIONS 
34, South Streat, Eastbourne. 
Sussex England. 

I~ B~RITISH . COLONIALS 
• 

Let me know your interests 
and requirements. 

• 
An extensive stock of the better grade 
stamps ahvays available. Want lists 
receive prompt attention, and ap
proval selections are willingly sent to 

responsible collectors. 

• 
P. 0. V. ll' AllREN, 

38, Lancaster Gardens, 

Clacton-on-Sea, England. 
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REVIEWS. 

STANLEY GIBBONS' POSTAGE STAMP 
CATALOGUE, 1947. Part I, British Empire 
(with Egypt, Iraq, Nepul and Transjor
dania), price 12/6, plus postage, U.K. 8d., 
abroad 9d. Part II, Europe, price 15/- plus 
postage, U.K. 8d., abroad lld. 
These long awaited catalogues have at last 

appeared, but we are requested to state that 
owing to the tremendous pre-publication de
mand coupled with the relatively limited print
ings due to paper rationing, Part I is already 
sold out and only very few copies of Part II 
are left. 

In Part I price alterations are numerous, 
mainly upwards. The demand for popular 
countries such as Great Britain, British North 
America, Cape of Good Hope, West Indies, 
Egypt, etc., has led to some very sharp rises 
in their earlier issues. The cheapest ld. black, 
for example, is now at 30s., and the 4d. dark 
blue Perkins Bacon Cape Triangular at 30s. 
is the only one less than 55s. There are also 
startling rises in the obsolete colour and per
foration varieties of K.G. VI issues. But, as 
pricing was done somewhere about October 
last, in some cases the p-rices are already out 
of date and less than the stamps are actually 
fetching in the open market. 

The Japanese war-time occupation stamps 
of Burma, Hong Kong, Malaya, Brunei, Sara
wak and Borneo are included in this issue and 
the pre-war issues of the various Malay States 
have been regrouped for easier referentt~. 

Part II, consii:,ting of Europe only, is an in
novation. By not including all foreign coun
tries the publishers have been able to produce 
this much sooner than would otherwise have 
been the case, also it means a volume of much 
handier size. In this the colonies of the 
various European countries are not included, 
although their off ices in the former Turkish 
Empire are. Part III, "Rest of the World," 
will be appearing in due course. 

Holland in this issue becomes Nether lands, 
a change long overdue, and Iceland now ap
pears as an indE:pendent country, not as a 
Danish colony. 

The problem of listing the stamps issued 
during the war in enemy and enemy-occupied 
territories and the spate :of liberation issues 
has been tackled, if not, perhaps, quite sat
isfactorily and permanently solved. 

They have listed those which they are reas
oably sure were legitimately and officially 
authorised; some will probably have to be 
added, but so far proof that they are worthy 
of catalogue rauk is still lacking. 

Doubtful items are omitted; they can always 
be added later, if necessary, but to list them 
and later to delete them they regard as bad 
policy. 

We might remark that consistency in listing 
stamps issued in occupied territories has :not 
been reached. Sometimes they are given under 
the heading of the occupied territory, some
times under that of the occupying power. As 
one example, we find on p. 27 4 "Luxemburg. 
For issues under German occupation see Lux-

emburg, 1940-41,'' and there we find a list of 
German stamps overprinted. But immediately 
under "Luxemburg" comes "Poland (1915-
1916)'' and there we find a list of German 
stamps overprinted, without having to turn to 
Poland for it. It would be an advantage to 
have one system for these issues consistently 
adhered to. 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minim1pn of 3 /- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Control Strips of Union and Transvaal, 
also mint blocks and rarities. 

E. Tarnsen, Box 13, Nylstroom. 

Seychelles Wanted. Full catalogue price 
offered for fine used copies of Stanley 
Gibbons numbers 85, 90, 91, 92A to 
101, 103, 104, 107, 110, 111, 113 to 
118, 121, 122, 122A, 123A, 125, 
141, 142, 145. 

William Redford, P.O. Box 7012, ,Johan
nesburg. 

For Sale: (1) Probably the greatest and 
most representative collection of 
O.F.S. extant. (2) Brazil sold. (3) A 
useful collection of Greece (260 
pages), including used abroad on 
covers and other valuable items. ( 4) 
A very fine and valuable collection of 
Portuguese East Africa. 

A. E. Basden, 109 Killarney, Brickhill 
Road, Durban. 

FRANCE 
The U.P.U. Congre·ss held in Paris in May 

is responsible for the issue of four commem
oratives, values 3.50, 4.50, 6.00 and 500 fr. 
They feature buildings in Paris with the word
ing- "XIIe Congres de l'Union Postale Univer
selle Paris, 1947." The three low demorrstra
tions were issued on 7th May, the 500 fr. value 
later. 

Mint Coronations complete ... 
Fiji 6d. die 1 mint ... 
Seychelles 1938 colours Ir. 
Bermuda 1938 2d. 
N. Borneo B.M.A. used complete 

£5 0 0 
1 9 6 

12 0 0 
1 2 6 

F.D.C. 10 0 0 
Sarawak Centy. used F.D.C. 1 7 6 
Sudan, Gordon, complete... 11 0 0 

Send for particulars of our 10% New Issue 
Service. Many obsolete values of K. Geo. 
VI. available. Want Lists for all British 
Colonies appreciated. 

J. REESE & C 0. 
18, York Street, Plymouth, England. 
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AUSTRALIA 
The results of the competition for new de

signs for stamps have been announced. Some 
663 designs were submitted ·by 226 competitors. 
Eight draft designs have been accepted as a 
basis for final designs, the competitors send
ing these getting £50 each. The board of 
judges consisted of the Director of the Vic
toria National Gallery, two philatelists ( Mr. 
J. R. W. Purvis and Mr. W. L. Russell) and 
two Departmental representatives. 

The first new design will be issued in the 
near future to replace the existing 2s. stamp. 

The designs as published in the press, look 
attractive, but we gather that art critics have 
fallen on them with their accustomed ruth
lessness. 

There is to be a commemorative for the 
150th anniversary of the founding of New
castle, N.S.W. 

The 12 values Od.-2s.) for the Territory 
of Norfolk Island were issued on 10th June. 

Thanks to the Pacific Stamp Supply of Box 
7, Sandringham, Victoria, for a first-day cover. 
The Norfolk Island pines make a very eff ec
tive stamp design. 

* G.B. PICTORIALS 
There is quite an agitation going on in Brit

ain at the present time for pictorial stamps. 
There have been speeches in Parliament, and 
"The Gen" has produced a series of suggested 
designs in colour, some of which are really 
fine, but a few struck us as not being· par
ticularly attractive, if not artistically im
P'Ossible. 

An editorial in "Gibbon's Stamp Monthly" 
says they would ,velcome an issue provided it 
were of practical size, i.e., not larger than the 
ordinary low values of to-day-also if the 
designs were attractive and the present method 
of production were abandoned. It pointedly 
asks if the U.S.A. can print from recess plates 
why cannot we? Government Printer in South 
Africa please note! 

OBITUARY 

We regret to see the death reported, on 
16th June, at the early age of 48, of Mr. Leo
nard A. Wyndham. Born at Barkly East, he 
joined the parliamentary staff in 1920 and 
became the chief committee clerk of the House 
of Assembly in 1936. 

Mr. Wyndham's philatelic interests were 
practically confined to aero-philately, but in 
this sphere he was undoubtedly the leading
figure in South Africa, and for his standard 
work, "The Air Posts of South Africa," pub
lished in 1936, he was elected to the roll of 
honour of distinguished South African phila
telists. 

Our sincere sympathy is extended to his 
widow and children. 

Unusual 
Offers: 

.\m,tralia 8,rtlnt:>y Briclge, cpL mint 
Arn,tria C !28/:~--l ~lusici:rns cpL mint 
Algt.>ria Centt.>nar.r 7..J-/8H cpl. mint 
AdPn Uhows <'PL mint 1/1~ .. 
a\ui-:trnlia )lae.\rthnr epL UsPd .... 
Bd/.d11111 .\:;,trid 17:l/180 <'PL mint .. 

<lo. Ho.v",11 Childrt>n, i>te. c l(jfi/71 111. 

do. l'ieetn·1l Halloon -11-1/lG cpl. rn. 
do. ( >i-Yal l'pL mint C 72/80 . . . . 
do. Koekt:>IJwrg epl. ns<>d C 213/21 

J\plgian Congo, Rulers, 207/13 mint or 
used :1t ••••....•.••••..•. 

]lpJµ;ian Congo, Rulers, 21G/16 mint 
Congo & Huan<la Astrid cpl. 2 SPts 

Huanda 77n/9~, 18 cpl. fine used 
Ct>ylou :H2/382 cpl. 12 fine used 

do. Sil,·er Jubilee cpl. mint .. 
Egypt tieographical cpl. 168/70 

do. Railway cpl. 221/22-:1: mint .. 

do. ZPp1wlins, etc., 2-15/-1-9 cpl. mint 
do. Agricultural 271/7;i cpl. mint 
<lo. Fuad surcgd. mint (219) .. 
do. Hoyal ,YPdding F.D. cover .. 

do. Cotton c-pl. 296/98 mint .. 
clo. Telecomm. epl. 299/301 mint 

I~ire high Yalues 102/101 used . . . . 
Gibraltar Hock, 110/113 fine used .. 
Irnlia Xew DPlhi 22(l/231 cpl. fine used 

do. K.G. Vl mint 2--17/259 ..... . 
l'ortug. India, l•'ranc. :XaYier T>0!)/14, 

fine used ................. . 
JmnaiPa, Child ,Yelfare 10-1-/ai (2) fine 

used ................... , 
Kt:>nya high nilue GO Hnpees (77) fine 

f.c. (£73) •.......•...•• 

Kenya Silver Jubilee cpl. mint .. 
LPl>anon 'l'ourist: 1!)1/!l8 epl. mint 
;\Ionaco HooseYPlt epl. mint . . . . 
XPwfomH1li· rnl :4iln'r ,1 uhilt:>e 1•pl. mint 

do. Corouat ion loud set epl. mint .. 
Xt:>tlwrlands Hl--10/46 Queen cpl. mint 

(H) to l (; .............. . 

7ai/O 
32/u 
:1;;;0 

370/0 
10/(j 

S/G 

JO/Ii 

15/0 
42/0 

J3/0 

10/u 
ii/6 
7/6 

17/6 
12/(i 
10/(i 

.25/0 
75/0 
80/0 

17/ti 
12/tl 
rn;o 
10/G 
10/G 
12/G 
7/fl 

10/G 

10/G 

rn;o 

ni/0 
1.2/fi 

7/(i 
12/(i 
1.2/fj 

17/(i 

10/G 
Homalilarnl Hl31; <'Pl. mint !):1/104 .. 110/0 
HtHla ll .\it· r,o/,,711 ( 10 Yals.) llSPd . . :!ai/0 
Vati<"al.l Hta1P rn;:w (1 l Ya]-;.) USP(l 10/0 

do. ., llJ"idil"al ·!I /-rn ,ill<' USPd J 7 /fi 
do. 011 l'Pgistt:>i·ed l'o\·t>r . . . . 21 /0 

Zanzibar, ;110;;1:2:2 epl. mint . . . . :=l:i/0 
Eii·1! high , alnf's 1 O~/HH use!, . . 1.2/fi 

Ca8ll 1rith ordl?r, JHJ8tjree. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 

10D 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

110 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. July, 1947. 

THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE "THREE 
PENCE" ON 4d. BLUE. S.G. No. a4c. 

DOES THE DOUBLE OVERPRINT EXIST? 

For many years I have had serious doubts 
as to whether this overprint is a genuine 
double overprint or whether it is just like 
one of those "double strikes" so often found 
among the overprinted stamps of Bechuana
land. 

Recently I again had an opportunity of 
examining one of these so-called double over
prints and it confirms my opinion that those 
which have come to light to date are merely 
stamps which had curled up in the sheet 
whilst being overprinted, and thus received an 
impression of the words "THRE.E PENCE" 
before the forme had been driven home on to 
the sheet of stamps which were being over
printed. 

For a detailed description as to how these 
so-called double overprints occurred on the 
stamps of Bechuanaland, see page 75 ·'The 
Bechuanalands'' recently published by the 
writer. Also article by Sir Edward D. Bacon, 
"London Philatelist" Vol. XLII No. 502, for 
October, 1933, page 225. 

I have, during the past 40 years, seen ~ 
few specimens not one of which showed both 
overprints in the same density of ink. The 
overprints have in each case been almost ,0ver
lapping one another and they are in every way 
similar to those stamps of Bechuanaland 
which have been claimed as double overprints 
and which have been proved not to be such. 

Allis in his book "The Postage Stamps of the 
Cape of Good Hope," on page 94, says that 
5,000 sheets (1,200,000 stamp,s) were over
printed; on page 9G he mentions 7 varieties of 
the overprint, but of these only the 
"THE.EE PENCE" has been recorded vvith 
the overprint doubled. 

He further says that "At least one sheet 
of this provisional was issued with the sur
charge doubly printed, and this item is one :of 
the great Cape rarities." 

Havin.~ known the late Gilbert J. Allis 
personally and intimately, I submit that when 
he made this statement he was theorising, 
and my reasons for saying so are as follows : 
( 1) If a complete sheet consisting of 240 

stamps- had received the double overprint 
then surely more of the varieties which 
are known to exist on the normal over
print would have been discovered by now. 

(2) Only one variety has been recorded, viz., 
S.G. 34b. (THE.EE PENCE). 

(3) Why have no pairs or strips been re
corded? 

( 4) Why in each and every specimen so far 
seen do the two overprints vary in depth 
of col:our, i.e., the one is clearly printed 
like the normal overprint whilst the vther 
is light? This is very suggestive of the 
light one not having received the correct 
pressure in the p,rinting press. 

It will be admitted that if this stami., had 
received two overprints of the words "Three 
Pence" in the type of printing press in use at 
that time then both such overprints should be 
identical in the density of the ink. 

Take S.G. No. 57c (C.G.H.) as an example. 
There can be no question whatsoever that this 
stamp did pass through the printing press 
twice 

To my mind, therefore, the stamps of the 
Cape of Good Hope can claim only one genuine 
double overprint as mentioned above (S.G. No. 
57c). 

It is notoriously hard to prove a negative; 
the fact that one has never seen something 
does not prove that that something is non
existant. I am therefore still open to con
viction as to the existence of this double over
print, but only if someone can produce a speci
men in which the two overprints are of equal 
density, and it is, therefore, as indubitably 
a "double" as S.G. 57c is. Can anyone do so? 

A. A. JURGENS. 

CHANNEL ISLES 
Hl-11/-1 CompletC' SE>t of 11 stamps mint, H/9. 
Huernsey Bisects, llll2 type, £3; Hl3-1 type £(i; 

rn:n tnw, £g; 19-1-0 type, :w,1-. 
,ill Post Free. 

],'ranee .Air (-10, iiO, 100, and 200 frs.) mint, 
18/- ll.l'.P. .Air iiO(• frs. mint, 22/6 
Aden (with ~tates) complete mint <·ur
rent, 63/3. Many others in stoek. Price list 

on demand. 

Ant/ -item sent on approval for the inspection 
of pro-spective buyers. Posta.r;e then extra. 

J. MARTIN, 
69, Henley Avenue, North Cheam, j 

Surrey England. 

PROTECTORATES 
"ROYAL VISIT" PERFORATIONS 

In their recent catalogue additions in the 
"Stamp Monthly," Gibbons give the perfora
tion of these stamps as 12~, not 12i x 12~ 
or 12½ x 12:i as has been recorded by one 
writer ( see our May issue, p. 73). 

* "B.C.O.F. JAPAN" 
These overprinted Australian stamps,. after 

having been withdrawn, have been re-issued at 
Australian Army P.O.s for postage in the 
B.C.O.F. only. The stamps overprinted are 
the M., ld., 3d., 6d., ls., 2s. and 5s.; on 
the ld. and 3d. the overprint is in heavy 
type, in light type on the other values. 

* TRISTAN DA CUNHA 
A statement has appeared in the London 

"Times" from the Rev A. E. ·Handley, mis
sionary on the island, that Tristan has not, 
and is not going to have, postage stamps of 
its own. He has been moved to make this 
announcement apparently because of the shoals 
of letters received on the occasion of the 
recent visit of the "Natal" from persons 
wanting Tristan stamps. He is right, of 
course, in saying that the island has not 
its own stamps at present, but whether it is 
or is not going to have them in the future 
is another story. 
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I SOCIETY NEWS I 
! .............................. . 

PORT ELIZA.BETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, Mr. G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec., l\Ir P. G. 
Smith, 13 Trafalgar Square, Port Elizabeth;· llfeet
ings, 1st and 3rd Tuesdays in Room 8, City Hall 
Basement, at 7.45 p.m. 

'l'here was a large attendance at the Annual Gen
eral meeting held on Tuesday, the 20th l\Iay. 

:\Ir. Xicholson is still on the sick list, but it is 
hoped that in the near future he will be able to 
attend the meetings. 

'l'he Secretary rPa(l the minutes and corre,;pondence. 
'l'herP was a lettei· from the Exchang-e Hnperintend
Pnt, l\Ir. Campbell, handing- in hi8 re,;iµ;nation as 
he and l\Irs. Campbell are g·ning on a trip to Au~
tralia. I-fo will be greatly missed as he was a kePn 
worker both for the Society and the members. \Ye 
wbih them bon voyage. 

Officers were then elPcted for the pnsuing year: 
President, :Mr. G. K. Forbes; Vice-Presidents, l\Ir. 
Nicholson and Mr. HarnH~r; Auditor, l\Ir. McMillan; 
Exehange Superintendents, Mr. Roberts, l\Ir. A. J. 
8. Smith, ~Ir. Millard : AuctionePrs, l\Ir. LeYy, Mr. 
Forbes; Auction Committee, l\lr. B. ,Tones, Mr. G. l'. 
Smith, l\Ir. J;~ord; J-:eporter, L. R Campton. 

The Syllabus for the coming year was then drafted 
out, and when printed, each member will receive 
one by post. 

It is regrettNl that l\Ir. A. l\I. Jones ,vm he leav
ing us as he goes on pension, but it is hopPd that 
we will see him whenever he comes to Port Bliza
bet.h. 

The President stated that some members had bef'n 
careless over the packets of stamps and for the 
future a new set of rules would come into force. 

L.E.C. 

* 
CA.PE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, C. G. Mummery; Hon. Secretary, S. 
Kaganson, P.O. Box 1973; Meetings, 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays at Yorkshire Buildings, Strand Street, at 
7.30 p.m. 

On the 24th April :\Ir. 8. I<'. Rothon gave a very 
pleasing display of selected leaves from his albunui. 
As by this means he concentrated more for quality 
than for '}uantity, there was time for one to make 
a much closer acquaintance with his treasures. rr1wre 
is a lot to be said for an exhibition of this kind for 
when 300 page,; are on viPw it Is not practicable 
to give more than a hurried glance at each page 
when perhaps the half-hour available for this pur
pose could very well be spent on the stamps of :t 
single sheet. 

On the 8th l\Iay a very comprehensive display of 
the later issues of Canada was put on view by l\Ir. 
A. Sag-orsky. Commencing- with the 1897 Jnbilee 
issu(', he sho,ved in practically unbroken set1uence 
all the issues in mint condition. l•1spPeially notice
able were his blocks of mint imperforates. l<'rom the 
number of these blocks on view it would seem that 
imperf. issues are by no means real rareties, al
though t I fancy that his imperf. blocks of J 2 of 
the 1, 2 and 3 cents of the H)28-29 issue with the 
two middle stamps tete-beclw must be quite scarcP. 
He remarked that during the pn·iod when the print
ing was <lone by the British-American Bank Note 
Coy. tlwre Wf'l'f' practically no imperf. issue,;. 

'l'he thirty-sixth Anmrnl Gpneral 1'fPPting- was hPld 
nu the 22nd :\fay, 1 U l7, "·hen the Comn1.itt<><>'s rP
port on the working of the 8ociety for the previous 
twelve months was J)l'<'RentPo. to members. On the 
whole, it was on a par with that prPsented a YPa1· 
ago. The balance sheet showed that the post-war 
improvement had been maintained and l:'VPn bettered. 
'l'he membership now stands at 182. Auction com
mission and ad,·ertisinJ! broug-ht in £4:3, whilst the 
nett income from the Exchang-e 8Pction reachl:'d the 
record total of £134. Charity contributions amounted 
to fifty guineas . 

• \ few additions were madP to the library, but 
tlwse are not commPns11rate with the funds as rP
flected in the total assets of the Society. 

'l'he average attendance recorded was 4:5, and the 
funds in hand indicate that the Society is in a 
sound financial position. 

'l'he announcement made by :\Ir. Cock that he \vould 
not be in a position to carry on the duty of J•~x
change Supe1iutendent owing to circumstancl:'s bP
yond his control, was received ,vith great regret 
for it has been a model service during the past three 
yPars. l\Ir. C. H. V. 8olornon has Y<>ry h.indly 
Htepped into the breach, and we look forward to 
another succe,;sful year for this section-but he has 
somPthing to lh-e up to. 

:\Ir. A. A. Jurgpns, J,'.H.P.8.I,., was unanimously 
eJpetNl to Honorary Life l\IPmhership. His qualifi
cations for this honour are well known in all phila
telic c)rcles. 

'l'he new executiYe el<>cted for the ensuing ypn.r is 
as follows: President, C. J. :\Iummery; Vice-Pres1-
den, K. ::\L Camero11 ; Hon. SPcrPtary, S. Kaganson; 
11011. t1·easurPI', I. };. Hall; Hon. l◄Jxl'hang-e 8uper
intemlent, C. H. V. 8olomon; Ilon. Librarian, \\'. G. 
Combrink; ('omrnittPe, :\[p,;srs. H. Cha1nunn, ,T. L. 
Oates, L. H. Hiver;;, \V. ll. Yallan<·P, and l,. Siuwu
hotl', J<'.H.l'.8.L. 

The first meeting of the llPW session, on 12th 
Juue, was remarkable for the sir,e of the attendance 
--not that this is exceptional when 1\Ir. Alexan<ler 
gives a show-perhaps it is bred of a curio,;ity jnst 
to see what he !las put up this time. 'l'he 1itll:', 
"::fomething very unrnmal." gave little indh'ation, hut 
members were not disappointed when thev found 
that philatl:'ly playpd only a minor part, thimgh tho 
most interesting philatelic section was a display of 
eigarette cards showing rt>plicas of l)hilatelic rareties. 
Mr. Alexand<>r collects almost ever_i.,thing--"a noedlP 
to an anchor"-though he rather specialises in medals 
(from dog to war) and coins. 'l'he main part of the 
display consisted of a collection of notential Afri
cana in the form of prog-rarnmes, 11ienus. identifi
cataion cards, etc., etc., that were issued in con
nection with the many function,; arranged during the 
course of the recent Royal Visit to South Africa. 
This array, though by no means complete, gops quite 
a long way toward,; being a full record-the com
pletion of which will take up much of our ,vorthy 
mPmber's attPntion for Rome time to come. 

Four names are listed for membership. 
\Ye very much regret to record the death of )Ir. 

L. \Vyndham, who was one of our foremost col
lectors of African .Airposts. Most r('aders will rP
member his publication which dealt with his hobby 
and was issued a few years ago. It is still a stan
dard work on South African Air l\Iails. 

G.H.G. 

* THE PHILA'l'ELIC SOCUJ'l'Y 01!' JOI-IAXXESBURG 

President, Dr. A. Kaplan: Hon. S<'c., ::\Ir. J. H. 
Jenkin,;, P.O. Box 4967; Meetings, .2nd Tuesdays, 
Public Library, 7.45 p.m. 

'l'he Annual General Meeting of the Society was 
held on 10th June. After reports had been presented 
by the officials which sho,,·ed that the Soci<>ty had 
had a successful yeai·, the election of the committee 
took place. The follmving were electPd : !'resident, 
Ur. A. Kaplan; VicP-President. l\lr. \V. Redford· 
Hon. Hecretary, Mr. J. H. Jenkins; Hon. '1'1·(.'asurf'r', 
l\Ir. l\1. Jecks; Hon. Rxehang-e 8npf!rintendent, l\Ir. 
J. W. Sclrnbart; Hon. Pnhlicity Officer, 1\lr. I. Isaacs; 
members of committee, Ur. J. H. Harvey Pirie, Mr. 
.T. Burrell, and l\Ir. II. B. l\Iarcnson. In addition, 
Mr. L. Buclten, Mr. l<J. C. 8prigltton, and 1\Ir. 11', ,T. 
II. Lang are ex-offiC'io members of the committee. 

The exhibit for the evening was providPd by Mr. 
l•'. J. H. Lang who showpd a fine colleetion of Nova 
Scotia stampH. 'l'he exhibit included proofs, essays 
and fine used items, as well as numerous mint block,;. 

ConunanclPr Enoch spoke on the exhibit v.hieh 
was much appreciated. ' I.I. 

i( 

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, F. C. :Ferguson; Hon. Hee., H. J.,;nde

mann, P.O. Box 514: Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mondays, 
8 p.m., Technical College. 

5th :\lay was Ladies' EYening, and a very good 
show they put up, too. 

l\Iiss Versfeld communkated a paper on th"' Cf'11-
tm1ary International I•-::xhibition being held this 
month in New York, <lt'tailing the Yariouf'! specinl 
features of it. 
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Mrs. Dyer read an article from "Gibbons· Stamp 
l\Ionthly" on Native Haces on Stamps, indicating· 
what an interesting subject collection tltis wonl<l 
make. 

• ::\lrs. ::\liller-Smith followed up with a pappr on 
the stamps of <:}reat Britain, with srweial referPnee 
to the 1880 :!s. brown. 

::\Irs. Butler showPd thP mai11 exhibit of the Pven
ing, a collection of musicians on stamps. 

In addition to the ladies, Dr. Broom gave a short 
talk on his favourite old 'rransvaals, and :Mr. Ober
meyer read a paper on the stamps of the Orange 
l1'ree State, dealing particularly witll the signifieance 
of the various parts of the Coat-of-Arms. 

19th :\lay: '!'he Allan Cup aIHl the Soei(!ty·s ('er
tificate of ::\Ierit Competition took place this (•vening. 

'l'he entrant;; for thP former wer<' :\tr. U. Alton, 
I ·uion CornmPmoratives: ::\fr. A. Blick, British .\f
ricans: :\fr. A. l1'rp1lericks, the Postage :--tamp :WO: 
and :\fr. Herring, 'l'he Hhodesias. 

By vote, the win1wr was :\Ir. I•'redt>rkks (la;;t 
year's wimwr, also) although only by a short head 
from Mr. Herring. 

Entrants for the Certificate of ::\[erit were ;\[1·. 
Giovanetti, Union;~ ; Dr. Broughton, Papua ; and l\lr. 
ObermeyPr, Cave. The jnd_ges had difficulty in <lf?
ciding the winner, and finally awarded certitleatf?s 
to both Mr. Giovanetti and Dr. Broughton. 

* 
THE JEWISH GUILD PHILATELIC SECTION 
Chairman, Dr. A. Kaplan; Hon. Secretary, l\t:r. B. 

.Joseph, 143 London House. Loveday 8treet. ,Johan
nesburg; Meetinn.<1. Last Thursday, Jewish vuild 
War l\Iemorial Hall. 

At the meeting held on 29th :\lay, the ~!xhibits 
were nrovided by membPrs of the J<:ast Rand Phila
tPlic 8ociety. who paid an official visit to the Guild. 
i\Ir. H. Snklje sh<n•:ed blo<"ks of King G0orge VI 
stamns. His c>xhibit included blocks of obsolete items 
and high values, and was almost complete. 

l\Ir. Gilmore showed a collection of Carnuln. This 
in<'lnrled the S<'n r<'e ,Tnhilee issue of Queen Victoria. 
All in fine <'ondition and most of the eomrnemora
tives were shown. 

l\lr. J. Shepherd, Prf'sident of the J;;ast Rand So
eiety, showPd selectPd items of his South-\\'est 
Africa colleetion. N'Parly all the known errors (in
verted overprints and missing stops) were inclu<lerl. 
His exhibit inclnded a used Postnge nne (S.G. D 13) 
in fine used condition. This is probably the oni.r 
specimen of the stamp known ili this condition. 

Various members of the Guild spoke on the ex
hibits, which were very much appreciated. 

I.I. 

* 
l\IARITZBURG PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

Chairman, C. R. Turner; Hon. Secretcwy, R. 
Morton, P.O. Box 328, Pietermnritzlmrg; Meetin[J8, 
~mt Friday in each month at 211 Burger Street, 
,.-!a p.m. 

There ,vas a good attendance at the monthly meet
ing held on the 13th ,Tune. Mr. 'l'urner and Briga
dier Crofton reported on a sucef?ssful visit to the 
Durban Society on the 4th instant. '1',vo talks and 
exhibitions were givPn during the evening, the first 
hy ::\Ir. Dlaygrovf? Ellis, and the second by I>r. 
Dennison. Mr. l<Jllis's talk was on the stamp:, bear
ing the Chalon portrait of QuePn Vietoria ; he trar(;d 
the history of H1e stamps produced, and ended by 
giving a display of early Natal ·stamps, including 
some proofs showing this head. l\Ir. Dennison pn1-
faced his display by a short history of Hf'chuana
land, and explained how it became a British t€rri
tory. He traced the history of the stamps issued 
from the time that Cape of Good Hope stamps were 
overprinted up to the modern issues. A n~ry inter
esting and complete rollection was displayed. this 
heing the combined collections of Dr. Dennison and 
l\Ir. T. Jackson. 

C.E.S. 

EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, C. P. Durkin; llon. Sec., A. W. Stander, 

P.O. Box 694, East London; Meetings, 2nd Fridays, 
above Colosseum Theatre Tea Room, at 7.45 p.m. 

PIIILA'I'ELIC BXIIIDlTION 
\\'e arn informed that a Stamp Exhibition will 

be held in J,;ast London during the East London 
CPntenary Celebrations in January, 1948. 

'!'he datfl fixPd for tlw exhibition is Thursday, 
1:"ith, to 8atul'day, 17th, January, 1948, both in
clusive. 

It has been decided to make it a competitive 
exhibition, and the Society is looking forward to 
receiving exhibits from philatelists all OYer the 
l,"nion, tlrn Hhodesias and adjoining territories. 

Further details will be supplied shortly, mean
whilfl Society secretaries are asked to make this 
information public among their members. 

~Ir. H. fl. ·wmiams is acting as secretary for tlw 
Exhibition, addres;;, 20 Vincent Place, Vincent, East 
London. 

* 
EAST RAND .PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, l\Ir .• T. Shepherd, P.O. Box 97, Brakpan; 
Hon. Secretary, E. N. Riff, 10::: Kemston Avenue, 
Denoni. 

:\lay. Covers were shown from the Royal Train, 
also a shePt of all tlw postal t~ancellations tlwt 
were used on the Royal Train. The most interPst
ing item was a h:ilf-;;hef't of 4(1. stamps of the ban
tam issue of South-',Yest Africa with the ovecprint 
S.\V.A. inverted. CoYers from N'orth Borneo with :1 
set of lf> stamps in hlorks of 4 oYerprint.e<l H.':\I.A. 
The evening's exhibit was providPd by :\Jr. Filw: 
l'nion of South ,lfrl1•a which was very ,vPII displayed 
and <'.Ontained all the Cmnmemoratives right np to 
tlw Royal Visit; the exhibit ineluded several very 
noted varieties. 

,Tune. Covers ,vern 'shown of Sonthern Rl10desh 
Victory stamps and first day rover from N0wfouml
land .on t.lw occasion of Princess Elizabeth's birth
day. It was n,porte1l that another Post Office 
:\lau11ti11s stmnp has been found. It was 30 years 
sinee the lnst was <lisrovered. Barbados has a new 
sm·charged stamp 1d. on 2d. Australia most Jikely 
will issue a new Ret of stamps. The evening',; PX
hibit was provi<led hy the serretary, and included 
the following eountries: Rhodesian, comprising 
British 8onth Afri<'nn Co .. Northern and Sonthf'rn 
Rhodesia. Tho f-'econd exhibit was 8arawak, Nyasa
land and St. Helena. 

Ji;.N,R. 

* * * 
KENYA MARKET COMMENTARY 

The following notes are taken from "The 
Philatelic Trader": 

Current Kenya set full of interesting, and 
in some cases scarce, perforation varieties, and 
is a popular series. 

The original £1 now very hard to get, especi
ally mint, and is somewhere near the £5 mark. 
The 5s. and 10s. p. 14 also good but not to 
quite the same extent; the 5s. is the harder to 
find. 

Of the low values the 10c p. 14 is scarce and 
much harder to find than its catalogue rating 
would indicate. 

'I'h~ star item is, of course, the 50c rope not 
touching sail variety, especially in a position 
block. Only about 5,000 can ever have existed, 
but how many are extant is not known. Well 
worth buying wherever seen. 

The Provisionals on Union stamps a good 
lock-up at to-day's prices, especially in fine 
used pairs. The 5c on ld. seems to be the 
hardest to get mint. 
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I UNION & S.-WEST AFRICA NOTES 1. 

~~~~~~~········~~~~~ 

RECENT PRINTINGS 
The Postal Authorities have forwarded the 

following information as to quantities of 
stamps, etc., printed during the period 
19.2.47 to 3.6.47. For previous records see our 
April issue, p. 49. 

(a) Pictorial Postage Stamps 
~d.-Job 560 contd. 246,775 sheets x 240, 

final delivery on 1/ 4/47. Cylinders 60 Int. and 
49 Ext. as before. 

Job 11662. A further delivery of 83,500 :from 
the old cylinders 60 and 49. A delivery com
mencing on 17 / 4/ 4 7 of 11,600 sheets x 240 
from new cylinders 6912 Int. and 7019 Ext. 

Hd.-J ob 1:3,161. On an order for 750,000 
sheets x 240, 259,500 were delivered subse
quent to 1/4/47. Cylinders 31 Int. and 6924 
Ext. 

2d.-Job 10,808 contd. From cylinders 8 
and 21 the quantity now delivered is 465,500 
sheets x 120. 

3d.-J ob 8,107 contd. As before, no delivery 
to date. 

6d.-Job 60G contd. As before, no delivery 
to date. 

(b) Roll Stamps 
ld.-Job 9,979 contd. Total delivery to date 

is 6,700 rolls x 506. Cylinder as before. 

(c) Inland Pictorial Postcards 
ld.,,-Job 8,674 contd. Printed in sheets of 

32. Final delivery on 22/5/47 bring total of 
3,507,840 cards from cylinders 86 for stamps 
only and 87 for pictures only. Job 27 43. An 
order for 2,720,000 cards. New cylinde1·s 87 
for stamps only and 86 for pictures only, no 
delivery to date. 

(d) Air Letter Cards 
6d.-Job 6,887 contd. Printed in she€ts of 6. 

Final delivery from cylinder 71 on 16/4/47 
brings total to 5,125,344. 

6d.-Job 766. Pdnted in sheets of 6. On an 
order for 1,500,000 with first delivery on 
29/5/47, 194,400 have been delivered to date. 
New cylinder 73. 

(e) Royal Visit Stamps 
ld.-J ob 12,851. 32,270 sheets x 240 de

livered between 27/2/47 and 4/3/47. Cylinders 
10 and 6913 as before. 

2d.-J ob 12,852. 84,100 sheets x 120 de
livered between 4/3/47 and 25/3/47. Cylinder 
39 as before. 

3d.-J ob 12,853. 24,965 sheets x 120 de
livered between 13/3/47 and 20/3/47. Cylin
der 17 as before. 

(f) S.W.A. Royal Vi~it Stamps 
2d.-J ob 33,362. 14,500 sheets x 120 over

printed from old formes on 20/3/47. 
3d.-Job 33,363. 9,500 sheets x 120 over

printed from old formes on 20/3/47. 
It should be noted particularly in the above 

records that the M. Springbok head stamp is 
being printed from new cylinders, so some 
differences may be noticeable. 

Royal Visit Stamps, Totals Printed 
From the figures given above and from 

those given in April it is now possible to get 
the totals issued. Deducting those taken for 
overprinting S.W.A. they are: 

ld.-142,770 sheets x 240 equal 33,264',800 
stamps. 

2d.-From plate G912-231,500 sheets x 120 
equal 27,780,000 stamps. 

2d.-From plate 39-352,602 sheets x 120 
equal 42,312 1240 stamps. 

Total, 584,102 f:heets x 120 equal 70,092,240 
stamps. 

3d.-41,465 sheets x 120 equal 4,975,800 
stamps. 

The South-West Africa figures are: 
ld.-12,000 sheets x 240 equal 2,880,000 

stamps. 
2d.-From plate 6912_;_10,000 she€ts :x· 120 

equal 1,200,000 stamps. 
2d.-From plate 39-20,500 sheets x 120 

equal 2,460,000 stamps: - · 
Total, 30,500 sheets x 120 equal 3,660,000 

stamps. 
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Sd.-20,500 sheets x 1.20 equal 2,460,000 
stamps. 

ld. Plate 6 1930-32 
The Union Catalogue gives this as with 

normal watermark only. Mr. Axer reports 
having it with control and inverted water
mark. 

Mr. E. S. Smith, of Graaff Reinet, states 
he has a strip of twelve, hight hand pane of 
sheet 0898 right margin, with a white line 
running almost vertically through the strip, 
but sloping slightly so that it is on the right 
of the top stamp of the strip and at the left 
of the bottom stamp. 

5/- King's Head with Inverted Watermark 
The find is reported of a single specimen 

of this stamp, mint, with watermark inverted. 
This leaves only the 2s. 6d. and the £1 not 
known with watermarked inverted, but if the 
5s. can turn up after being unknown for 34 
years, the others may yet be found. 

1/ - New Shade 
Mr. Axer records the ls. on sale at 10th 

June in a new shade; blue darker and brown 
instead of chocolate. 

Current ld. with (?)Retouched Frame-line 
Several readers have commented on the 

worn state of the top frame-line on current 
ld. stamps. This can be noted on a number 
of stamps throughout the sheet, but ii:s per
haps most noticeable on stamp No. 1. Dr. 
Kaplan reports that he has also seen a sheet 
with some of the stamps showing what looks 
like a retouch of this frame-line. 

U.M.V. Meter No. 217 
Mr. Axer Teports that this meter stamp is 

being used in S. Rhodesia by the ''Herald," 
Salisbury. Up to date its place of usage has 
been blank in the recorded list. 

Rare Royal Train Cancellation 
A reader has forwarded a first-day cover 

(17.11.47) which has the stamps cancelled by 
the mark allott-2d to the Cable and Telegraph 
Office on the Pilot Train, i.e., the one with 
a small hollow triangle between the upper 
and lower lettering. It was previously 
doubted if this mark ever occurred on ordi
nary covers, now it is certain that it does 
:occur but it is probably the rarest of the lot, 
the solid square of the White Train being- the 
next most scarce va·riety. 

S.W.A. ld. Royal Visit Variety 
Mr. A. Sprake in "Stamp Collecting" re

ports a ld. Royal Visit stamp with a small 
black dot, like a full stop, between the "W" 
and "A" of the overprint. It is the fifth stamp 
from the right margin on one row. 

H. l\I. S. ''Vanguard" Marks 
In our June issue we illustrated a mark of 

24 April, 1947,. with "Mail O:ffiice/H.M.S. 
Vanguard." Two !Other similar types of mark 
have since been noted: (a) Mr. C. Calitz sub
mits one of the same sailing date, in red, 

with "Commanding Officer" in place of Mail 
Office; (b) Mr. N. Hill, England, sends a 
cover with Royal Visit stamps cancelled by 
the red "Post Office-Maritime Mail" 111ark, 
the "Vanguard" mark on the cover having 
"Captain" in place of Mail Office. The cover 
was posted on the day of arrival at Cape 
Town, but the ship's mark is erroneously 
dated 1st January, 1947. 

Comparative Pricings in the Latest "Gibbons 
Part I" and the Union Catalogue 

Mr. Percy C. Bishop, in his magazine 
"Stamp Values," No. 4, gives an interesting 
comparison for certain notable Union varie
ties (mint) as given in the two catalogues. 
We make no apology for quoting it in full; 
only thanks. (Gibbons price first, Union 
price second) : 
1913 6d. with "Z" of Zuid missing, £1; 8/6. 
1913 £1 green and red, £5 15/-; £8. 
1913 £1 olive gn,en and red, £6; £7 1CJ1-. 
1925 Set of 4 air stamps, £3 11/-; £2 9/-. 
1926 M. with "I'' of fraction missing, £8; £5. 
1930 2d. Rotogravure, frame omitted £20; 

£30. 
1938 Hd. with shading of mine dump omitted, 

£2; £1 5/-. 
1936 "Jipex" M. miniature sheet, 10/-; 6/6. 
1936 "Jipex" ld. miniature sheet, 8/6; 3/6. 
1922 Postage Due 2d. imperf., £10; £10. 

"It is only in the last-quoted instance that 
the two authorities agree. Rather odd, isn't 
it, that amateur cataloguers in the Union 
should hold so many of their own country's 
stamps in less esteem than professional cata
loguers at home?" (It may be presumed that 
Mr. Bishop only means financial esteem!-Ed.) 

CHANNEL ISLES 
1941/4 Complete set of 11 stamps mint, 14/9. 
Guernsey Bisects, 1912 type, £5; 1934 type £6; 

1937 type, £3; 1940 type, 30/-. 
_1u Post I/rec. 

France Air ( 40, 50, 100, and 200 frs.) mint, 
18/- U.P.U. Air 50(• frs. mint, 22/6 
Aden (with States) complete mint cur
rent, 65/3. l\fany others in stock. Price list 

on demand. 
Any item. sent on approval for the inspection 

of prospective bityers. Postage then extra. 

J. MARTIN, 
69, Henley Avenue, North Cheam, 

Surrey England. 

(Concluded from page 128) 
Mrs. Butler's exhibit of musicians of the world 

was v.onderfully written up and displayed, starting 
with Austria and ending with South Africa. 

Dr. Reisener's German war stamps exhibit was 
almost complete. They were in mint condition and 
included some very valuable sheets of Hitler stamps 
which are very scarce, as not very many sheets were 

pri~~~dGiovanetti sent over his collection of South
west Africa, which eontained some very fine ex
amples of the King's Head overprints that were 
misplaced, and various stamps with overprints in• 

ve~;~· East Rand had a very pleasant evening view
ing these collections which were all outstanding-. 

E.:.\f.R. 
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AT ONE TIME 
we thought that our constantly reasonable prices would become so well 

known that advertising would be unnecessary, especially as we post out well 

over a thousand price lists at least once a month, and sometimes twice. 

However, we are meeting collectors new to us constantly, and as many of 

them say "We only heard of you a few days ago," we think it necessary to 

advertise our wares, so that others of you may judge whether "One of the 

new get-rich-quick firms" can get rich on a very nominal profit margin. 

WE SUPPLY CURRENT 
G.VI and all new issues at 15 per cent. over sterling face, 

whenever possible. Occasionally, as in the case of Barbados 

provisional, 15 per cent. over cost. For example, all our 

new issue subscribers obtained the C.C. Peace sets at 22/6, 

the new New Zealand set at 9/9, and Sarawak Royal Cypher 

overprint, at 25/9. For the foreign collectors we sold the 

complete set of German war sets for £8 I Os., catalogued 

about £35, and the Belgui m 1929 Orval, for £ 18. Check up 

on what you paid and then send for our price lists-they 

are free-and compare the prices of our comprehensive 

offers. You will find them on a similar low plane. 

IF REFERENCES ARE NECESSARY 
we are members of the B.P.A. and S.D.A., for the latter we are the South 

African agents. We are also the S.A. agents of the Acorn Exchange Club, 

one of the largest in the world, particulars of which we will gladly supply. 

WHY NOT TRY US ONCE 1 
It can only cost you a I ½d. stamp, and the effort necessary to write a letter. 

A reply will be sent within 24 hours of its arrival. 

BRIAN NICHOLS & CO. 
14a, ADDERLEY STREET, P. O. Box 3662. CAPE TOWN 

115 
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PHILATELIC CONGRESS. 
The 194 7 Congress will not, after all, be 

held at Port Elizabeth in November, but at 
East London in January (15-17), 1948. 

Preliminary arrangements were practically 
all fixed up with the P.E. Philatelic Society 
when the East London Society suggested that 
it was going to be very difficult for philate
lists in other parts of the country to travel 
twice within a couple oif months-first to Port 
Elizabeth for Congress and then to East Lon
don for their Exhibition-and suggested that 
Congress might be transferred to East Lon
don. 

A hurriedly convened meeting of some mem
bers of the Philatelic Federation's Executive 
Committee appreciated this point, but felt 
they could not summarily decide. They there
fore asked the two societies to settle between 
themselves; Port Elizabeth gracefully stepped 
down in favour of East London feeling that 
although they had the first right to Con
gress, East London's claim was greater on 
account of their special exhibition in connec
tion with the town's centenary celebrations. 

This, the first post-war Congress, has been 
unfortunate in changes of venue and date, but 
this third fixture should be lucky. Further in-
formation in later issues. N.W. 

* BRITISH COLONIALS 
Brunei: 

The Commonwealth Stamp Coy. reports 
that Brunei is to have 5 dollar and lO dollar 
stamps in the same design as the present 1 
dollar. 
S. Rhodesian Victories: 

The "Philatelic Trader'' states that varie
ties to be looked for are (a) ld. Flaw on 
Queen's neck on stamp 59; (b) 2d. Flaw in 
frame at right of stamp 10. 
A Cape Forgery: 

The Expert Committee of the B.P.A. report 
in "Philately" haYing had a Cape ld on 6d 
lilac of 1874 (S.G. 32) with overprint appar
ently double, submitted to them. The stamp 
proved to have a faked postmark over a re
moved penmark and the overprint in many 
respects did not agree with the genuine. Ver
dict-completely bogus. 

GREAT BRITAIN 
No Pictorials-Ever 

Great Britain is NOT to have any pictorial 
stamps-ever! This final decision of the 
P.M.G. is recorded in a recent letter to a 
reader of "Illustrated," in which he says: 
"This present policy carries a definite inter
national prestige value. It maintains the 
valued tradition of depicting the head of the 
reigning sovereign'' and "enables this coun
try, as the first users of postage stamps, to 
continue our practice of disp,ensing with the 
name of the country as part of the design.'' 
So now we know, and all the world knows, 
too. 

-"Stamp Collecting." 

British Philatelic Exhibition 1947 
This Exhibition, to be held at the Imperial 

Institute, S. Kensington, from October 23 to 
November 5, will remain open till 8 p.m. so 
that more collectors who are busy all day will 
be able to see it. It is being limited this 
year to British Dominions and Colonies. 

After being on show in London it will be 
taken to Glasgow, and it is hoped that it may 
be arranged to take it also to Manchester 
and Birmingham. 

Our Philatelic Association has been asked, 
and has accepted the invitation, to send a 
display featuring the full Postal History of 
the Union and its constituent former stamp
issuing territories. 

British Parcel Post "Stamps" 
There was introduced on 28th April lJarcel 

post labels showing amount of postage, post 
town and date of posting. They are similar 
to the labels introduced in a number of the 
towns in the Union in 1935. 

These labels are adhesive, they are issued 
by the post office for definite postage :rntes 
and have "Postage Paid" on them. It will be 
interesting to sec whether they will be re
garded by philatelists and/or catalogue 
makers as "Postage Stamps." 

The compilers of our new Standard Cata
logue of the Postage Stamps of the Union have 
rather dodged this issue. They include them 
in the catalogue hut call them "Adhesive 
Parcel Labels.'' 

P.O. Box 637. 
DETROIT 31, MICHIGAN, U.S.A. 

SELL e IMPORT e EXPORT e BUY e EXCHANGE 
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WEEKLY STAMP 
AUCTION SALES 
CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 

Postal bids accepted 

EVERY 
TUESDAY 

12.45-2 p.m. 

• 
Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

HUGH M,. THQM.PSON1 JOHANN1ESBURG LTD. 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

124, MARSHALL STREET, 

JOHANNESBURG 

QUALITY -THE HIGHEST 
Stamps for the Specialist and the General Collector 

If you are interested in CLASSICS ask for our list of RARITIES. 
If a General Collector, then we are confident that our MONTHLY LIST of 

BRITISH EMPIRE STAMPS will be of interest. These lists are sent on 
application, post free by ordinary post, or by Air Mail at 1/- per copy, 12/- for 
12 months. 

We deal in stamps of all the world, and all stamps are sold subject to the 
buyer's satisfaction against cash or British reference. Our stock is a large one, 
and we are pleased to send selections of any country to responsible collectors. 

STATE YOUR WANTS 
British Empire stamps from Queen. Victoria to King George VI. 

H. E. WINGFIELD, 
392 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2., ENGLAND. 

Phone TEMple Bar 4136 
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EDITORIAL S.O.S. 
Bacon (not Shakespeare, but the other fel

low) says somewhere that speaking makes a 
ready man, reading a full man, and writing 
an exact man. Had he been a philatelist he 
would no doubt have added observation to 
reading as making for fullness; in these days 
we are not content always to accept what has 
been written as gospel truth. 

About stamps there are lots of 1·ea<ly men 
in South Africa; this is demonstrable some
times at philatelic s·ociety meetings, but get 
them alone with their stamps and they fairly 
bubble over! There are a fair number of men 
who are full of information about stamps 
from their reading and observation. But why, 
oh why, are there so few exact men who will 
codify their knpwledge by putting it in writ
ing and so make it available for others to 
qualify as full men by reading it? 

To come down to plainer language, this is 
an appeal to our readers to send in more 
articles to the "South African Philatelist." 
The situation is mere serious than it has ever 
been; for years I have been haunted by the 
fear that there wouldn't be enough copy for 
the next number, lJut 1to-day that is just 
about how things stand. 'The editorial bin of 
articles awaiting publication is absolutely 
empty. 

For a maior article in this month's issue 
I have been · compelled to go to my own bot
tom drawer and take out the only bit of writ
ing there. It has been in reserve for several 
years in case of some such emergency as the 
present one, and now that reserve is mort
gaged! 

This article, on Railway Parcels Stamps, 
may not intrigue everyone--in fact, I'm sure 
it will not-but what is a poor devil of an 
editor to do when he has nothing else avail
able? 

I gather it is a common complaint among 
philatelic editors that they have too much of 
the writing of their papers t:o do themselves, 
even when they are in a position to pay for 
articles. The "South African Philatelisc" is 
not even in that happy position; it is a maga
zine run by collectors for collectors as a lab
our of love. It has gradually built up a goiod 
reputation and I hope our South African 
philatelists are not going to let it down. There 

must still be plenty to write about but to 
S (ave) O(ur) S (ituation), gentle re~der, you 
must help,, 

THE EDITOR. 

* REVIEWS AND NOTICES 
HARMER'S STAMP HINTS. 
. This was orig~nally meant to be a quarterly 
Jo1;1rnal, ~u~ c1rcumsta~ces have prevented 
this and 1t 1s a year srnce the iast number 
appeared. 

There are some interesting articles on v-ari
ous general aspects of philately, one in par
ticular by "A Veteran Collector" on the five 
phases of philately. Trying to paraphrase 
Shakespeare's seven ages of man, he had to 
cut out the first and the last-there are no 
infant prodigies in the philatelic cult and the 
"lean and slippered pantaloon" had also to 
go as our seniors are not senile, philately 
keeping them young and spry. 
CATALOGUE OF IMPERIAL JAPANESE 

OVERPRINTS AND ISSUES IN OCCU
PIED BRITISH TERRITORIES, by W. H. 
Adgey-Edgar. Obtainable from the author 
at Eastwater House, Bramley, Surrey. 
Price in South Africa 10/9, post free. 
Capt. Adgey-Edgar must be congratulated 

on this production; jt was not started with a 
view to publication, but as a check list for 
his own· guidance. He very modestly says many 
faults will be found and many additions and 
alterations may be necessary. 

We are not in a position to off er any real 
criticism as very few of the stamps dealt 
with have come the way of South Africa. We 
should imagine, however, that the spadework 
put· into this catal:ogue would be invaluable 
for most collectors of this range of material 
and that it will form the basis of any future 
catalogue that may ap,pear. 

It covers Malaya, Burma, N. Borneo, Sara
wak, Brunei, Hong Kong, Singapore, Siam, 
Andamans and Labuan. There are over 1,000 
values listed, many of them priced; and fully 
200 illustrations. 

The author states he has no stock of these 
stamps for disposal, but would welcome any 
fresh information which might improve a 
future edition or supplement. 

[!)11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111u111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,l!J 

Fine British (Jolonials : 
Selections of the above are sent on approval to serious collectors against references. 

Range I. Early issues, which can be selected from at one-third 
of catalogue price. 

Range 2. Modern issues (1900 on) in mint state, mostly at 
50% off catalogue. 

Range 3. Modern issues ( 1900 on) superb used, mostly at 50% 
off catalogue. 

J. BIRD, 116, Highlands Heath, London, S.W.15, England 
®,,11111111111111,1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111r■J 
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In our every-day world one can hardly expect perfect bliss, but that was not what we had in 
mind: we were thinkin~ of philatelic bliss, and this must surely be attained by a collector of 
K.G. VI stamps, with a pocket full of money and, for the first time, a copy of our price-list ... for 
what felicity that pricC'-list of ours must give an enthusiast for stamps of the present reign. 

Just let us be a trifle more explicit. You are keen on K.G. VI issues, and by having either 
subscribed to our list,. or sent an air-letter for a specimen copy (you must apply by air and we'll 
send our list by the same means) you for the first time get one in your hands, what do you find? 
Well, the first page (altogether you get eight foolscap pages chock-a-block with offers, no paddi?g 
in our list, of collections, which interest nobody as a rule) contains a number of really attractive 
offers, culled from the heart of the list itself. ,ve have a numbe1· of customers who, month after 
month, order all we offPr on the front page Page two contains all the current sets we have to 
offer (and that is alJ there ::ue) : sets of id. to a ls. and to the top value. On this page you 
will also find our offp.rs of "Victory" and "Royal Stamps." Used sets, mint sets, sets on covers ... 
all are there, and the p1·ices are in some cases below wholesale, oh, and by the way, our current 
sets are deliberately priced as low as can be found anywhere. You couldn't shop in London a copper 
cheaper, even if you bought the lot, so if you are thinking of taking up these fascinating issues, 
our list is indispensible, ii you want a first class start at rock bottom prices. 

From page 3 to thC' end of our list, we offer complete sets ( current and obsolete) perfs., shades, 
odd obsolete values, and unless you are complete, you are bound to find something. You don't 
need to write to one phce, to try and get a copy of the Gibraltar 3d. perf. 14, or the scarce "war 
perfs." of the Barbados "Provisional," or that scarce l½d. chestnut shade of Montserrat, or Hong 
perfs." ofMauritius. or all those Barbados "perfs," not to mention both "perfa." of the 
Barbados "Provisional," or that scarce l½d. chestnut shade of Montserrat, or Hong 
Iraq comp~ete ".vith all the perfs., or, but why go on, it's much easier to say, wbat we haven't got, 
and we'll Just leave it, with the remark that our list will prove that we have the finest stock of 
K.G. VI issues this side of kingdom come. 

We do hate to have to talk like this, but we have the consolation of knowing that our list 
confir~s _ey~ry word we say, so just send for a specimen copy and call our bluff. If you want ~o 
snhscrihe 1t s 2s. a year (12s. by air) and if you a.re a regular buyer, maybe we'll send by air 
anyhow. - · · · • 

~be <!ommonbJealtb ~tamp <!op., 
7, l.eatber l.ane, l.iberpool 2: ~nglanb. 

A HW USEFUL SPACE FILLE1RS 
Australia Victory used 1/3 Blocks 
Barbados '38, ½d. P.14 used •. 

do. 2d. P.14 used . . . . 
do. 3d. P.14 used • • • . 
do. 4d. P.14 used . . . • 

Br. Guiana 3c S.G.290 1\1 or U . • • • . . 
Burma 1938 la Dll Mint 2/6 ; Blocks 
Burma 1938 la Service 2/-; Blocks .. 
1945 Mil. Admin. Comp. Mint . . . . . . 
A few Jap issues in stock if required 
Canada 1942 6c A.ir Mint 3/-; Bls ... 
Ceylon 3c P.14 used (1942) . . . . . . 
Cyprus 1938 l½p red used . . . . . . 

do. 1938 2½p blue used . . . . . . . . 
Egypt 1939 20m grey mint 1/6 ; Bls. 
1939 30m dark grey Mint ..•..... 

do. do. Used ....... . 
1945 Arab Union · Mint or used pairs 
1946 80th A.univ. Mint 3/-; Block •• 
1943-44 26c Express Mint . . . . • . . . 
1938 Gibraltar 3d. p. 14 used . . . . . . 
1943 Gibraltar ld. P13} Wmk Side M 
1942 Grenada ½d.-1/- 7v P. 13½ x 12½ 

u ...................... . 
1938 Jamaica 2d. P.13 x 13½ used ... . 
1938 Malta ld. brown Mint 1/6 ; Bls ..• 
1946 Newfoundland 2c/30c TJ 1/6; Bls. 
1942 Nyasaland ½d.-£1 Cp. M. £5 ; Bls. 

5/0 
1/6 
2/0 
2/0 
2/0 
5/0 

10/0 
8/0 

40/0 

12/0 
5/0 
0/6 
2/0 
6/0 
1/6 
1/0 
2/0 

12/0 
6/6 

25/0 
1/6 

30/0 
1/0 
6/0 
6/0 

400/0 

COLLECTIONS AND FOREIGN 
G.B. Collection Cat. About £35, 

price . . . . • . . . • . . . . • £10 0 0 
Antigua 31 stamps Cat. £10 10s., 

price • . • . . . • . . . • . • . 3 10 0 
Barbados 15 Britannia Type Cat. 

£11 15s., price • . . • . . . • • . 3 15 0 
Bermuda 55 stamps Cat. £10, price 4 5 0 
Canada Col. to 1912 87 stamps Cat. 

over £14 . . . . . . • . • . . . . . 5 15 0 
Ceylon 1857-1912, 173 stamps Cat. 

£100, price . . • . • • . • . . . . 30 0 0 
H. Kong 100 stamps Cat. £28 

good postmarks.. .. .. .. .. 10 10 0 
India & C.E.F'. 130 stamps Cat. 

£11, price . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S 10 0 
Russia 25 sets used from 1941 to 

'44 almost Comp. C.? . . . . . . 4 0 0 
All the above. collections"' c~~ be --s~-;ttr~--'~
proval against cash, if not required we shall 

refund. 
In a few weeks, when we are a bit organised, 
we hope to run the following : Wholesale and 
Retail K.G. VI Mint and Used, Packets and 
approvals, customers interested should apply 

now s1:ating requirements. 
lVe shall be pleased to hear from both, old and 

new customers. 

L. A. GURNEY, 
13', ABERCORN STREET, BULAWAYO, SOUTHERN RHODESIA 
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, %e Railway Parcel and Newspaper Stamps= l)======_~-
of Southern Africa -
By J. H. HARVEY PIRIE, F.R.P.S.L. 
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Stamps of this kind, no matter what coun
try they belong to, are not everybody's meat. 
At least two good reasons might be put for
ward to account for this palatal aberration. 

(1) They are not "postage" stamps and 
fashion has dictated that the collection of ad
hesive postage stamps and such stamps only 
shall be the main preoccupation of stamp 
collectors. Collectors of anything else which 
might possibly come under the heading of 
philately may be just tolerated but they are 
liable to be regarded by their orthodox breth
ren as rather eccentric. 

(2) These stamps, even if admitted as col-, 
lectable, are not ( except in the case of the 
newspaper stamps) attached to the articles 
whose transport they frank; they are there
fore not so readily obtainable by the collector 
as ordinary postage stamps. 

In the circumstances it is perhaps not amiss 
that I should give some reason, excth,e or 
apology for collecting, and trying to compile, 
a catalogue of these stamps. Here goes! 

In the earlier days of philately collectors 
and the catalogue makers who catered for 
them were not so exclusive in their tastes. 
Postal stationery was practically always listed 
in ordinary catalogues along with the adhesive 
postage stamps of a country and tl:e stamps_ of 
private or local posts were (and m some rn
stances still are) sometimes included. 

The increasing numbers of stamps led to 
almost everything except adhesive postage 
stamps being excluded from general catalogues 
and, pari passu, interest in "sidelines" 
dropped enormously. Of late years, however, 
there has been a revival of interest, and al
thought the main body of collectors may still 
be attracted mainly by adhesive postage 
stamps there are growing numbers taking an 
interest in some one or other of the many 
varied aspects of postal services. 

I maintain that there is really very little, 
and no essential, difference between -~hese 
stamps and postage stamps. What real dif
ference is there bet\veen the stamps used to 
pay for carriage of a parcel inside a post 
office bag carried on a train and stamps us~d 
to pay for the carriage of a parcel loose :n 
the van of the same train? 

What difference is there between these 
stamps and the "Railway" stamps of Belgium 
which are included by Stanley Gibbons be
cause as they state, they "are practically 
Parcei Post stamps issued by the Government." 
Well with the exception of the very early 
Cap~ stamps, those dealt with in this c:om
munication are definitely Parcel stamps is-

sued by the Government, for the railways are 
all State services. -

The stamps are, of course. "Locals" :for 
they only frank carriage over a part1eular 
length of line, but I think they should be 
considered as an integral part of the postal 
service although coming under railway and 
not post off ice administration. Listing of 
them along with "Revenue" stamps, as has 
been done in the past in such catalogues as 
Bridger & Kay's and Morley's, gives, I think, 
an entirely wrong impression as to the func
tion they serve. 

Be that as it may, however. stamps of this 
nature have been listed or catalogued in vari
ous countries. We are behindhand in this 
respect in South Africa, and my object here 
is to make a start in trying to catch up with 
such countries. 

This brings me to the second reason given 
in explanation of why these stamps have not 
been more popular with collectors, viz., that 
they are not readily obtainable. When a par
cel is handled by the post office the stamps 
franking its carriage are affixed to the par
cel; they reach the recipient with the parcel 
(or should do so, at all events!) and so may 
easily be collected. 

In the case of a parcel handled directly by 
the railway authorities the stamps are not 
put on the parcel itself but on the waybill 
which accompanies the parcel to the station of 
destination, and they do not pass into the 
hands of the recipient of the parcel. I am 
informed that the same procedure is fol
lowed by the Belgian State Railways. What 
happens to the stamps then? I have not en
quired too closely. I presume that the way
bills are filed for some time and that every 
now and again, when accumulations of them 
become uncomfortably large. there is a tidy
up and some of the stamps then seem to find 
their way into the hands of collectors. The 
process is probably somewhat analagous to 
that whereby proofs, colour trials, "speci
mens" and the like drift out on to the marke~, 
In Belgium, the stamps are saved by the 
Railway authorities and sold to dealers or 
collectors. 

Odds and ends of these stamps have ~ume 
my way for some years past, but recently 
a lucky chance put me in touch with Mr. 
Leslie Farrow, of Johannesburg. He has a 
large collection, particularly of the stamps in 
use since 1910; he had them partially ar
ranged and listed, and he very kindly put 
his stamps and notes at my disposal. With
out these this compilation would have been 
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impos·sible. and I wish to express my great 
indebtedness to him. 

The study is still far from complete. More 
material is needed for mere listing of several 
of the pre-Union issues. A•s regards the 
Union (South African Railways) issues .a 
more scientific way of setting about study
ing them might have been to have approached 
the Railway Administration for acces::; to 
their records. I deliberately did not do this, 
pref erring the more interesting- method of 
trying to worry cut all I could from the 
stamps themselves. But if the sto!Y is to be 
made complete and accurate, official records 
will have to be studied by someone some day. 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 
It may surprise readers, as it surprised me, 

to learn that the use of railway pa1·cels 
stamps dates back to 1867. This was ascer
tained from the following twu catalogues: 
(a) Bridger and Kay's "Catalogue of Rev
enue, Telegraph and Railway Stamps" 1908, 
and Walter Morley's "Catalogue of the Rev
enue Stamps of the British C~lonies" 1910_. 

The two catalogues agree fa1_rly clo·sely !n 
their lists but neither of them 1s complete m 
so far as' the period 1900-1910 is concerned. 
I say this because of. the stamps oi that 
period used on the various colomal systems 
which I have seen. For the period prior to 
the Anglo-Boer war! just quote fr?m the cata
logue lists. not havmg the material to check 
up on them. 

Cape Town Railway 
1867. Imperf. 

ld, 2d, 3d, 4d, 5d, 6d, 7d, 8d. and 9d. All, 
Black and blue. . 

1868. Imperf. With "C.T.R." open letters m 
background. 

ld, 2d. 3d, 4d, 5d. All, BJack and _blu~. 
1873. Perf. 12½. Pattern as m precedmg issue. 

ld, 2d, 3d. (W.M.) Also 4d and 5d (B. & K.). 
All, Black and blue. 

1876. Provisionals, imperf. 

PIG. 1 • 
The only specimen of these old Cape Railway 

Stamps found so far 

ld on 8d, and ld on 9d, black and blue im
perf. of 1867 issue. 

Cape Railway Services. 
1876. Perf. 10. 

ld and 2d, both. black and blue. 
Var. 2d, tete-beche. 

Cape Railway Service 
1882. Perf. 10. 

M, ld, 2d, 3d, 4d. All, Black and green. 
Var. Imperf. M (B. & K.). ld (W.1\1.). 
Cape Railway Service, Western System 

1877. Perf. 10. Wove paper. 
ld, Black and green. 
Var. No stop after "Penny". 
Perf. 1H. Laid paper. 
2d and 3d. Both, Black and green. 
That finishes the Cape of Good Hope ac

cording to both catalogues. 

Cape Government Railways. 
Stamps with the designation "C.G.R." at the 

top and "Parcels • Stamp" at the foot are :aot 
mentioned in either of the two cataiOgue-s :re
f erred to above. "'Then they came into use I 
have not so far ascertained; the specimens I 
have show only 1909 and 1910 cancellations, 
but that may be merely due to their having 
been collected at that period. 

These stamps are lithographed and perf. 11. 
They have the same general design throughout 
except that in the case of the pence values 
the background is plain white, whereas in the 
case of the shilling values the background 

FIG. 2 

has a series of lines of small print running 
the width of the design, but interrupted across 
the figures of value. These are in the same 
colour as the 1·est of the stamp and the let
tering reads "CAPEGOVERNMENTRAIL
WAYS." This background lettering is not al
ways exactly in the 'Same position relative 
to the design, but may show slight lateral 
shifts. 

The denominations I have are as follows: 
ld, 3d, 6d and 9d. black. 
3d, 6d and 9d, green. 
ls, blue (shades, well marked). 
2·s, red (shades). 
2s 6d, yellow (shades). 
5s. green, and 5s lilac. 
20s, red. 

The 20s stamp is a larger one than the 
others (about 33 m.m. wide x 32 m.m. high, 
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as against 23 m.m. wide x 27 m.m. high for 
the others) but is of the same design as the 
other shilling values. 

NATAL 
The two catalogues differ slightly in their 

listing of the first stamps of the Natal Rail
ways, so I quote both: 
(Bridger & Kay) 

1880. Monogram N.G.R., Perf. 12½. 
3d, grey-lilac; 6d, dark blue; ls, pale 

lilac rose. 
1900. Similar but colours changed. 

3d, lilac; 6d, pale blue; ls, dark lilac-rose. 
(W. Morley) 

1880. Great Northern Railway of Natal. 
Perf. 12~. 

3d, lilac; 6d, b]ue; ls, lilac-rose. 
1908. Same design, colour changed. 

ld, violet; 3d, green. 

FIG. 3 

Mr. Morley slipped up in interpreting the 
letters of the monogram as "G.N.R.," doubt
lessly being led astray by analogy with the 
Great Northern Railway in England. There 
was never any such railway in Natal, the 
monogram reading· properly "N.G.R." :for 
Natal Government Railways. 

These are all large sized stamps and have 
been seen used as late as Sept., 1910, with 
"S.A.R." cancellations. 

Natal Government Railways 
Also not mentioned in Morley's or Bridger 

& Kay's catalogues is a series of lithographed 
stamps somewhat similar to the Cape Gov-

FIG. 4 

ernment Railway stamps but rather simpler 
in design. The background lettering in these 

is "SNATALGOVERNMENTRAILWAYSN." 
They are lithographed and are rather unusual 
in having a zig-zag or saw-tooth roulette of 
approx. 13~ Again I do not know when they 
were introduced and I have only seen cancel
lations of 1909, 1910 and 1911. 

Denominations seen are: 
ld, 3d and 6d and 9d, green. 
9d, dark grev. 
ls light blue: 
2s, brick red. 
2s 6d, yellow. 
5s, lilac. 

• 10s, bistre brown . 
20s, red. A larger sized stamp and occurs 

perf. 12 as well as with saw-tooth 
roulette. 

SOUTH AF'RICAN REPUBLIC 
Both catalogues agree in their short list 

of the railway parcel stamps of the Trans
vaal Republic: 

Monogram Z.A.M.S. Perf. lH. (The mono-
gram should really read Z.A.S.M. for Zuid
Afrikaansche S poorweg-Maa tscha ppij). 

ld, green; ~d, violet; 6d, blue; ls, red. 

FIG. 5 

(To be continued) 

* * * 
WHITHER PHILATELY ? 

Under this title Mr. J. Ireland discusses 
in the "Stamp Collectors' Fortnightly" the 
trend of modern philately, after a short per
usal of recent catalogues, particularly the 
issues of countries other than those of the 
British Commonwealth. 

His conclusion is that nearly every country 
is making the mistake of paying more atten
tion to the design of charity and commemo
rative stamps than to their ordinary postal 
issues. It is the latter, he considers, which 
really represent the country of their origin 
and if more attention was given to the design 
and printing of these, it would add to that 
country's prestige, both philatelically and 
nationally. He believes that countries con
tinuing to. issue charity and unnecessary 
stamps will gradually become unpopular with 
the serious philatelist. 
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BRITISH COLONIALS 
• 

Let me know your interests 
and requirements. 

• 
An extensive stock of the better grade 
stamps always available. Want lists 
receive prompt attention, and ap
proval selections are willingly sent to 

responsible collectors. 

• 
P. 0. V. \VARREN, 

38, Lancaster Gardens, 

Clacton-on-Sea, England. 

SERVICES 

• 
Send for particulars : 

E. S. JAMES, 
RUSTINGTON, 

SUSSEX ENGLAND 
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Heralding the Dawn 
of the New Season is our Sale 
in Birmingham in Congress 

Week, when on 

Saturday, 13th September, 
at 2.30 p.m . 

we have an exceptionally fine auction of, 
notably, Ascensfon, British Guiana, 
Great Britain, Rhodesia, St. Helena and 
other good material. From then on 
with persistent, but never monotonous 
regularity fine stamps will be offered 

at our regular Sales. 

Catalogue descriptions are comprehen
sive and accurate, while postal bids are 

handled with care and discernment . 

EASTBOURNE 
STAMP AUCTIONS 
34, South Street, Eastbourne. 
Sussex England. 

Mint Coronations complete ... 
Fiji 6d. die I mint ... 
Seychelles 1938 colours Ir. 
Bermuda 1938 2d. . . . . . . . .. 
N. Borneo B.M.A. used complete 

£5 0 0 
I 9 6 

12 0 0 
I 2 6 

F.D.C. ... ... ... ... ... 10 O 0 
Sarawak Centy. used F.D.C. I 7 6 
Sudan, Gordon, complete... 11 0 0 

Send for particulars of our 10% New Issue 
Service. Many obsolete values of K. Geo. 
VI. available. Want Lists for all British 
Colonies appreciated. 

J. REESE & CO. 
18, York Street, Plymouth, England. 

Stamps Wanted 
As the largest wholesale stamp dealer in the 

• United States, we constantly buy wholesale 
quantities of: 

SETS PACKETS KILO WARE 
SINGLE STAMPS 

Send us a detailed list of your offers, which 
will receive our prompt, careful attention. 
References will be sent on request (if you do 
not already know us) so that you may deal 

with us with complete confidence 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
BOSTON 17, MASS., U.S.A. 
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KENYA MACHINE CANCELLATIONS 
' In the "S.A. Philatelist,'' Vol. 13, 1937, p. 
29, I listed 11 machine cancellation marks, 
ten of them with slogans, in use at Nairobi 
between 1923 and 1937. 

Some time later the machine was trans
ferred to Mombasa and I recorded ("S.A. 
Philatelist," Vol. 18, 1942, p. 94) nine of these 
eleven slogans as having been used there, to
gether with :one "COME ON THE TELE
PHONE" which had not, to my knowledge, 
been employed i:a Nairobi. 

In 1939 a new machine canceller was in
troduced at Nairobi, probably a Newport one, 
and the following 10 wordings were used with 
it; the first four were certainly about the 
earliest used, but I am not sure of the chron-
ological order of the others: 

( 1) KENYA in a box frame. 
(2) REGISTER OR INSURE / ARTICLES 

I OF VALUE. 
(3) EAST AFRICA PRODUCES / COT

TON MAIZE COFFEE / SISAL FLAX 
WOOL. 

( 4) MAKE YOUR HOME IN KENYA, in 
a box frame. 

(5) TRY A HOLIDAY / IN / KENYA, 
box frame. 

(6) POST EARLY/ IN/ THE DAY, box 
frame. 

(7) DEPOSIT YOUR SAVINGS / IN THE 
POST / OFFICE SAVINGS BANK. 

(8) THEY ALSO SERVE/ WHO SAVE IN 
/ THE I POST OFFICE / SAVINGS 
BANK, box frame. 

(9) USE THE POST OFFICE I SAVINGS 
BANK / FOR THE PURPOSE / OF 
SERVING BRITAIN, box frame. 

(10) POSTAGE Paid, box frame. 
In my first Est it was noted that most of 

the marks could be found in red as "Paid" 
marks and in such cases the time of posting 
was omitted, in its place there being put the 
word "PAID" and the amount. 

In the above list, N:o. 10 is always in black 
and I have not seen the others used as Paid 
marks. 

After about 1941 the cancelling machines 
largely went out of use, but they have recently 
been coming in again, although so far I have 
only seen the No. 1 type from either Nairobi 
or Mombasa. W. TUNSTALL. 

* JUGOSLAVIA 
Dr. V. Simic-Varanovic, of Zagreb-Gajeya 

9A, sends word of: (a) A set of six new air
mails issued on 21st April. The 1, 5 and 20 
dinars show a bird's-eye view of Dubrovnik 
(Rajusa, Dalmatia) with a plane overhead; the 
0.5, 2 and 10 dinars picture the terrace of Kal
imegelan in Belgrade with the statute of the 
Conqueror, Mestrovic. 

(b) Three pictorials issued on 18th May com
memorate the centenary of the greatest 
national Epos ( ? Epic) of Crna Gora (Monte
negro). They are of 1.50, 2.50 and 9 dinars 
value. 

(c) A sports set is projected for issue on 
20th June. 

M.E.F. USED IN DODECANESE 
Several philatelic papers have recently been 

reporting the use of British stamps with the 
M.E.F. overprint in Rhodes and some half
dozen other islanrls of the Dodecanese group. 
All values from 1d. up to the 2s. 6d. are 
known to be used. 

This usage began after the Italian sur
render and the clearing out of German occu- . 
pation forces, but will presumably be ceasing, 
if it has not already ceased, with the handing 
over of these islands to Greece. 

Old Italian cancellers were used at first, 
e.g., such as marks with "Rodi" or "Coo" 
(Cos or Kos) at the top and "Egeo" (Aegean) 
at the bottom. These were then replaced by 
British post office marks with the name of the 
particular island at the top and "Dodeca
nese" at the bottom. Greek postmarks are 
now in preparation, possibly in actual use. 

Such stamps will be of interest to collec
tors of British used abroad, also to those in
terested in the postal history of Italy or of 
Greece. 

* ANGLO-BOER WAR P.O.W. CENSOR MARK 
Mr. A. A. Jurgens submitted a cover which 

interested him mainly because it was franked 
with a ld. Cape (Hope standing) stamp, but 
was postmarked Ladysmith/Natal on AP 13/ 
1901. It had a prisoner-of-war censor mark, 
not previously recorded. This is a square of 
:30 mm., in violet, with the wording "Passed/ 
Censor/P.O.W./S.O.P. Natal." The wording is 
just inside the square and so placed that 
whatever way up the square is placed the 
wording at the top is upright. Expressed 
otherwise, "Passed" is opposite "Censor" up
side down and "P. of W." opposite "S.O.P. 
Natal" upside down. S.O.P. probably stands 
for "Staff Officer Prisoners" as this wording 
has been observed on another censor mark 
from the Ladysmith P.O.W. camp. 

* CANADA 
On 1st July a 4c stamp in blue was issued 

to mark the advent of Canadian, as distinct 
from British, citizenship. The design is 
simple, a young man standing, apparently, on 
top of the world, with the inscription below 
"Citizen-Citoyen.'' Thanks to Mr. H. Babb for 
first day cover. 

~ 

AN INTERNATIONAL POSTMAR.l{_ 
In the March "London Philatelist,'' Mr. H. 

C. Dann illustrates three varieties of the post
mark used in the T.P.O. or "Ambulaiicia" 
operating on the railway line between Beira 
and U mtali. They are to be found cancelling 
both Rhodesian and Mozambique stamps, al
though more commonly the latter as outgoing 
letters from Rhodesia usua11y had the stamps 
obliterated in that country. 

At the time of the inception of this service 
this postmark was probably the only inter
national one in the world, but this statement 
seems to imply that it is not unique in that 
respect now. 
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Among the many countries which have 
been entirely re-made, and are now 
available for inspection by collectors, 

on request, are the following:-

B RI TISH COLONIALS: 
N. and S. Rhodesia, West and East 
African Colonies, Aden, Burma, Malaya, 

Egypt, S.W.A. 

UNION AND S.W.A. 
Errors and Varieties, Officials. 

FOREIGN 
Italian Colonies, Spanish Africa, Czecho
slovakia, War Issues of France and 

Germany. 

References, please. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 

.. ~111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 • 111111111111111111111111111111,t 

MONTHLY APPROVAL SELECTIONS 
are amongst the features of our 

FOREIGN 
NEW ISSUE SERVICE 

No deposit necessary but subscribers are 
required to settle within two days of receipt 

of selections. 
Subscriptions are accepted for any of the 

follo-wing groups :-
FA. All Porei_gn Issues available. 
l!'B. Special New Issues only, viz., Air 

stamps, Commemoratives, Pietorials, 
Provisionals, Souvenir Sheets, Hed Cross 
stamps, etc., etc. (Please indicate re
quirements.) 

FC. New Iss11es of individual C'ount-rie8. 
(Please indicate countrie8 required.) 

Stamps will be offered at face value or cost 
to us, plus commission. 

Under present conditions we cannot, of course, 
gu·arantee to supply e1;er1/ newly issued stamp, 
and the r'ltt: over face value at which we 
supply is hound lo vary, b11t it is our aim 
to make distributions as comprehensive as 
possible and to charge not more than is 
necessary in order to maintain an efficient 

·service. 
Applications should be accompanied by two 
references and full particulars given as to 

requirennmts. · 

DAVID FIELD lTDe 
Stamp Dealers since 1884 

7 VIGO ST., LONDON, W.I 

THE EAST LONDON 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

have pleasure in announcing 

that a 

National Competitive 
Exhibition 
will be held on 

15th to 17th JANUARY, 1948, 
in conjunction with 

EAST LONDON 
CENTENARY CELEBRATION 

in the 

John Bissiker Hall 
of the 

Technical College, East London. 
Prospectus' and Entrance Forms now 

available from : 
Hon. Secretary, Exhibition Committee, 

P.O. Box 198, l±:ast London . 

John P. Shin;:ler, 
B.P.A. 

POSTAGE STAMP DEALER, 

27 Terminus St., East London, C.P. 
PEACE VICTORY ISSUES 

Free pricelists are now available of the 
above, complete sets and single sets both 

mint and fine used. 
Send also for pricelists of Egyp.t, Union, 
S.W.A., Royal Visit, British Colonial and 
Foreign Issues, albums and accessories. 
S.A. PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION: 
Write for details of this Postal 
Exchange Club - members wanted 
with better class material for sale. 
UNION COLLECTORS SHOULD 

HAVE: 
The Standard Catalogue of the Postage 

Stamps of the Union of South Africa: 
Issued by the Philatelic F.ederation of -· 
Southern· Africa, post free 7/8. · 

The Airposts of South Africa, L. _A. 
Wyndham, post free 12/9. 

JANUARY, 1948: Come to East London 
for your holidays and enjoy the Centen-·· 
ary Celebrations, and in particular the 
East London Philatelic Society's Stamp 

· Exhibition. 
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NETHERLANDS 
Recent letters from Holland have borne 

stamps of a new design, and a correspondent 
informs me that they are the forerunners of 
a. new definitive issue. The design is in a 
slightly more decorative style, printed in roto
gravure on paper watermarked circles and 
perforated 13~ x 12!i. So far two values, 6ct 
in black and 12ct in bright magenta, have 
been seen. 

The new series appears to be a continua
tion of the recently issued numeral stamps 
as the word NEDERLAND has similar cap
itals and scrollwork. The centre of the de
sign is occupied by a recent portrait of (lueen 
Wilhelmina, probably the reason for the 
change in design as the 1940 set showed her 
as a comparatively young woman. 

"Mijn Stokpaardje" records that there are 
now 37 centres in Holland where collectors 

· are specially catered for. This is done gen
erally by means of a specially all!Ocated. win
dow at the Post Office open for an hour on 
a specified day-at the larger centres for 
longer periods on two or three days per week. 

The annual Cultural and Social Welfare 
set, or "Summer Series" as they are popularly 
known in the Netherlands, are due to appear 
shortly. 

* 
SWITZERLAND 

J.W.S. 

This year's Federal Festival stamps (set 
of 4) issued on 14 June, honour the centen
ary of the Swiss railways, and all have a rail
way motif. They are semi-postals, the sur
charge amounts going to the fight against 
cancer and the professional education of in
valids. Three of the four come up to the 
usual high standard of Swiss stamps, but the 
lowest denomination (5+5c), featuring a 
group of railroad gangers, looks rather a 
crude production alongside of the others. 
Thanks to M. Eric Pape for a first day cover. 

* 
NEW ZEALAND 

F. Jackson continues in the "Stamp Col
lect•ors' Fortnightly" his article in the same 
paper of 7.12.46, on the New Zealand Railway 
Travelling Post Offices. There was a con
siderable number of these in the past, but now 
only one is operating, viz., between Auckland 
and Wellington. 

* 
TANGANYIKA: 1914-18 WAR ISSUES 
Mr. W. A. Beauchamp Vialou has a paper, 

very fully illustrated, in the June number of 
the. "London Philatelist." Amongst the Mafia 
overprints there are several items recorded 
which are not mentioned in Greenwood's 
booklet on these stamps or in other catalogues. 
The unissued . "Missionary" stamps and the 
Portuguese Nyassa stamps postmarked 
"Nyasaland F.F.2" at Mtengula are also re
f erred to, although there is no new informa
tion about these. 

EXCHANGES WANTED 
U.S.A.-Francis Gaudette, 14 Park Street, 

Uxbridge, Mass., Western Hemisphere for 
any others. 

Jamaica.-Granville A. da Costa, Jnr., 9 Chis
holm Avenue, Whitfield Pen P.O., would like 
a pen friend (preferably a girl) with whom 
to exchange stamps. 

¥ 

U.S.A. 
Commemoratii,es which have appeared are 

(a) on 9th June a 3c honouring the Doctors 
of America, the immediate cause for this be
ing the centenary of the founding of the 
American Medical Association. The stamn 
reproduces the well-known picture, now in 
the 'Tate Gallery, London, "The Doctor," by 
Sir Luke Fildes. (b) On 24th July a 3c com
memorating the centenary of the State of 
Utah; it will feature a covered wagon cross
ing the p,rairie. (c) Under consideration is a 
3c honouring Dr. George Washington Carver, 
an agricultural scientist. 

Awa.rds at CIPEX. The Centenary Inter
national Philatelic Exhibition hit upon a new 
line for awards. Instead of giving the usual 
medals, gold, silver and bronze, they are 
giving lOUn. china plates which feature U.S. 
Nos. 1 and 2 stamps of 1847 and a view !Of 
modern New York. The border colours vary, 
blue for firsts, red for seconds and yellow for 
thirds. There are also other colours for 
special awards, hors c:oncours exhibits, mem
bers of the Jury, etc., and best in each sec
tion awards run to a tea service and mahog-
any tray. , 

Our congratulations to Mr. Arthur V. 
Jacob, of Cape ·Town, the only South African 
winner of an award-for his specialised Rho
desian collection. 

He g.ot a second award in Group 10 of 
the British Empire section. There was very 
keen competition in this Group, and a second 
was really an excellent result, being, in any 
case, the highest given in that Group. There 
were only six Firsts given for the whole of 
the British Empirf! section, and they were 
concentrated in Groups 2, 6, 7 and 8-Can
ada, West Indies and Austtra]asia. 

We are sometimes thought to be hyper
critical about our own Union stamps, but 
what do you think of this criticism in an 
American paper of the Doctor's stamp men
tioned above? "IMPORTANT NOTICE. On 
June 9, the United States Post Office Depart
ment, to honour the Doctors of America. is
sued a commemorative maroon blob, which 
pictured a maroon blob. It was printed on the 
rotary presses; the colour of the maroon b1ob 

· was maroon." It must -be admitted there was 
some reason for this caustic criticism; artis
tically the stamp is a failure and another 
example of the impossibility of crowding too 
much detail into the size of a postage sta,mp. 
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L ................... ~~~·~·~·~·~·?.·~·~~~.~~ ..................... J 
The Editor, 
S.A. Philatelist. 

Sir,-As a subscriber to most of the Brit
ish stamp journals I must express my great 
disappointment at the lack of interest shown 
by the Editors of these publications and their 
utter disregard for information. 

The "South African Philatelist" had the 
very good fortune in recent months to publish 
absolutely new and unknown information 
about early p-0stal history in the South Afri
can Republics, all backed by official letters 
and documentary evidence, absolutely beyond 
dispute, but the matter appears to have been 
completely ignored by every single publication 
overseas. 

One would think that when new and out
standing philatelic news is brought to light 
that some notice of it would be taken by kin
dred publi~ations overseas; but it seems to me 
that the post-war journals are only concerned 
with finding "Spots on Hitler's Head, or look
ing for extra berries on other stamps." 

I am rather disappointed that so much ab
solute piffle is given editorial space, whilst 
important and instructive news is completely 
ignored. 

Yours, etc., 
S. KAGANSON. 

('This letter is given practically as. r~
ceived, although we feel that the writers 
general strictures on our overseas contempor
aries are overdrawn and may be resented. 

It could not be exp-ected that our recently 
published "finds,'' especially those relating to 
the Orange Free State, would be so interest
ing to the rest of the world as to _us in South 
Africa. We ourselves must admit, ho~ever, 
to a little disappointment that no mention of 
them whatsoeve-r has been made. We would 
have thought that the attention of the fairly 
large body of postal history enthusiasts mi!!ht 
just at least have been drawn to them.-Ed.) 

COLLECTING NEW EUROPEAN::; 
The following n:ote _is taken ver}?atim fr?m 

"Augur" in the May issue of the Australian 
Stamp Monthly." Although it is admitte~ly 
only a personal view an? not nece~sar1ly 
agreed with by everyon~ m Aus~r:i~asrn, :Ve 
quote it here with the obJect of ehc1trng opm• 
ions as to whether or not it applies also to 
South Africa:. 

"I do not generally favour Europeans :from 
the investment viewpoint. We are just not 
in the right hemisphere. In Aust_ralia and New 
Zealand the mass :of collectors llke the stamps 
of Br)itish countries. Foreign, collectively, 
have of course a large following, but it is 
sp,read over the 'Rest of the World' as Gibbons 
might put it, and it is only possible to 
generalise. 

"In Europe, I feel that Swit.zerland, France, 
Netherlands, Belgium and Russia, in that or• 
der are the most fav:oured fields for Aus
traiasian collectors. Very low on the list are 

the Balkans, Spain, Portugal and Italy, while 
the rest of Europe lies somewhere between the 
two groupings. Individual collectors may 
have different ideas for one must never over
look the cardinal principle that a pers:on col
lects the stamps of particular countries be
cause he or she likes doing so." 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Control Strips of _Union and Transvaal, 
also mint blocks and rarities. 

E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom. 

Seychelles Wanted. Full catalogue price 
offered for fine used copies of Stanley 
Gibbons numbers 85, 90, 91, 92A to 
101, 103, 104, 107, 110, 111, 113 to 
118, 121, 122, 122A, 123A, 125, 
141, 142, 145. 

William Redford, P.O. Box 7012, Johan
nesburg. 

For Sale: (1) Probably the greatest and 
most representative collection of 
O.F.S. extant. (2) Brazil sold. (3) A 
useful collection of Greece (260 
pages), including used abroad on 
covers and other valuable items. ( 4) 
A very fine and valuable collection of 
Portuguese East Africa. 

A. E. Basden, 109 Killarney, Brickhill 
Road, Durban. 

Try our guaranteed Approval Books, 
sent to you on request. 

Border Stamp Co., P.O. Box 52, Queens
town. 

To reduce; I off er for sale my collec
tions (mostly mint) of Lagos, N. 
Nigeria, S. Nigeria, Transvaal (1878 
onwards), Tanganyika, Br. East 
Africa, Uganda and Morocco Agencies 
at about half S.G. catalogue prices. 
Inspection invited. 

Full particulars from: E. J. Brierley, 
Morkel Street, Somerset West. 

What Offers? (S.G. numbers and cat. 
prices) Cape, 37a, 30; Gibraltar 72, 
40/- and 74 £20; Griqualand West, 
111, 70/-; St. Helena, 57, 12/6 and 58 
17 /6; French Zanzibar, Z 69, £25. 

G. Van Waart, P.O. B:ox 155, Vereen• 
iging. 

.ETHIOPIA 
Whitfield King· & Co.'s Bulletin reports ·the 

appearance of five stamps (10c, 20c, 30c, 50c 
and 70c) in London of the 50th anniversary 
of the postal service; also two new express 
stamps of 30c and 50c denominations. 
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SOCIETY NEWS 1. ............................. .1 
PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Mr. G. K. Forbes; I-Ion. Sec., l\Ir P. G. 

Smith, 13 Trafalgar Square, Port Elizabeth;· Meet
ings, 1st and 3rd Tuesdays in Room 3, City Hall 
Basement, at 7.45 p.m. 

The auction held on tlw 3rd June was a very 
large one and well attended. Two hnmlred lots werP 
put up, and the majority were sold, and over £22 
crossed the table. 

The business meeting lwld on 17th June was pre
sided over by i\Ir. G. K. F'orbes, who told the mem
bers the Philatelic CongTPss would be held in Port 
Elizabeth this year, some time in November, and the 
actual date would be given later. 

The display was in the hands of l\Ir. Fowler, who 
showed 60 pages of Belgium. This was a very fine 
effort, but not many of the earlier issues were 
shown. Red Cross, Health and \Var Issues were 
well represented. One set of "Orval" used, was 
given much attention by everyone, as each Rtamp 
had a letter in the centre, the set spelling "Orval." 
'l'hese stamps are surcharged to help rebuild the 
Cathedral. The War Issue of 1942 is two stamps 
joined, one brown, the other grey, also surcharged. 

After the correspondence was r.-act, Mr. Levy 
auctioned 150 lots, whieh ,vere quickly disposed of 
and the meeting closed at 9.30 p.m. ' 

\Vill all members please note that the meetings 
will be held in Room 3 of the City Hall Basemei1t 
in future, and not Room 8. 

Mr. Forbes was in the chair when the meeting 
opened on Tuesday, the 15th July, 1947, and there 
was a large gathering despite the cold weathtr. 

l\Ir. Deschamp was responsible, an,d showed the 
greater part of his British PoRsessions. There were 
some very nice specimens in the disnlay and one 
a "Penny Black" on a cover, was a beau'tiful copy'. 

There were two \Vood Blocks ld and 4d and n. 
good selection of "Cape Triangles ;" a full mint set 
of GilbPrt and Ellice islands and of Trinidad. A 
b]ocl,i: of 12 mint to commemorate the Royal Visit 
to Newfoundland ,vas also well worth mentioning 

An interesting cover shown was one from Holl~nd 
to South Africa to commemorate Dingaans Dav 
with a printed waggon and airmail stamps round 
the edge. 

Mr. Levy made an excellent auctioneer and put 
up 250 packets, most of them being sold. 

L.E.C. 

* THE PHILA'l'ELIC SOCrnTY o:H' JOHANNESBURG 
PrtJsiclent, Dr. A. Kaplan; Hon. Sec., Mr. J. H. 

,Jenkms, P.O. Box 4967; lJleetings 2nd Tuesdays 
Public Library, 7.45 p.tn. ' ' 

At. the meeting held on 8th July the exhibit:,, were 
prnnded by members of the Philatelic Section of tho 
Johann~sburg Je,-:ish ~uild. l\fr. I. Isaacs, the chair
man of the Section, mtroduced the exhibitors. Mr. 
J. Sachs sho,Yed Italian commemorative stamps and 
also modern Italy. The exhibit was practically 
complete and the stamps made a fine show. 

Mr. L. Buchen showed stamps of Switzerland. 
They included numerous miniature sheets, and some 
scarce flown coYers. 

Mr. I. Isaacs shov,ed flown covers of Great Brit
ain, including both internal and external flights 

:\Ir. W . . ~edford, Commander Enoch and Dr. i I-I. 
Harvey Pu1e spoke on the exhibits 

During the evening an interesting discussion took 
place on the future. programme of the Society. 

i.I. 

* PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Presid,ent, F. C. Ferguson; Hon. Sec., H. Ende

mann, P.O. Box 514: Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mondays, 
8 p.m., Technical College. 

2nd June. A Philatelic Forum, consisting of Dr. 
Broughton, Dr.· Reif'ener, and Messrs. Hawke and 
Dodd were bombarded with questions. A brief sum-

mary of a few of the questions and of opinions ex
pressed is as follows : 

(a) Should we in the Union have more commemo
rative or charity issues? The meeting was on the 
whole in favour rather of a new general scenic issue. 

( h) Is philately worth considering as an invest
ment"! l•'inancially, yes; if you don't buy stamps yon 
spend your m_oney on horse or dog racing or at 
other games of chance. It is also a fine health in
vestment and saves doetors' bills. 

( c) Does the general collector or the specialist 
get the more fun out of the hobby? The majority 
favoured the general collector. 

(d) Does Number issued, l!~ace Value, Supply and 
Demand or Popula1ity of Country most affect the 
catalogue value of a stamp? The forum opined that 
Popularity of Country, Number Issued and Ji'ace 
Value were the major factors. 

Mr. Swanepoel, the G.P.O. Publicity Officer, 
showed recent issues of various countries, and ex
plained how they were obtained through the U.P.U. 

16th_ June. A series of educative papers for juniors 
was given by Mes,:rs. Alton, Reisen~r and \Vright. 

General. Mr. Dodd, Librarian of the Society, is 
compiling a history thereof, and would appt,eciate 
data for it, especially from members of long stand
ing. 

* THE JEWISH GUILD PHILATELIC SECTION 
Chairman, Dr. A. Kaplan; I-Ion. Secretary, Mr. B. 

Joseph, 143 London House, Loveday Street, Johan
nesburg; Meetings, Last Thursday, Jewish Uuild 
War Memorial Hall. 

At the meeting held on 2flth June the exhibit 
was provided by .Mr. H. B. l\farcuson. He showed 
issues of King George V and King George VI of 
the stamps of Australia, New Zealand, and the Pacific 
countries of the Empire. The exhibit included numer
ous blocks and all the scarce items were included. 
The New Zealand Health Stamps were all shown, 
as well as the other commemoratives. The Papuan 
commemoratives were also included. The exhibit was 
a very fine one, and every stamp was a perfect 
copy. Mr. B. Joseph spoke on the exhibit. 

I.I. 

* l\IARITZBURG PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Chairman, ~- R. Turner; I-Ion. Secreto.ry, R. 

l\Iorton, P.O. Box 328, Pietermaritzburg; 1Jfeetin[J8 
2nd Friday in each month at 211 Burger Street: 
7.45 p.m. 

\Ve had a good turn out of members for onr July 
meeting, and were glad to welcome four v1:;itors, 
two of the fair sex. 

'!'he election of four new members was confirmed, 
and the chairman formally welcomed them to the 
Society., 

The exhibitor for the evening was our vice-chair
man, Brig. R. Crofton, who gave us a talk and dis
play on the stamps of l\Ialaya. As Brig. Crofton 
has spent many years in that part of the world, 
lte was able to give us a lot of first-hand information 
,Yhich was most interesting. Brig·. Crofton was 
helped in his display by our chairman, who lent 
several sheets, from his collection. 

After the talk, which was most appreciated, sev
eral members showed some of their recent acqui
sitions. 

The hon. sec. reported to the meeting that the 
committee favoured joining the British Philatelic 
Association, and he was authorised to proceed with 
the necessary application. 

The question of holding a competition anrl also 
an auction sale at meetings was also discussed, and 
the majority of those present expressed themselves 
in favour of these innovations. R.l\I. .,. 

EAST RAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Mr. J. Shepherd, P.O. Box 97, Brakpan; 

Hon. Secretary, E. N. Riff, 103 Kemston Avenue, 
Benoni. -

The July meeting was very well attended, and 
the Pretoria Society ·paid us a visit and brought 
over some very ontstanding· exhibits. Mr. Wright 
exhibited Union of South Afrka, mint and used, and 
it included several noted varieties. 

(Concluded on page 114) 
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UNION NOTES. 
Mr. A. E. Basden has 1·eceived the follow

ing letter from Buckingham Palace, dated 
June 24, 1947: 
Dear Sir, . 

I am commanded by The Kmg to thank 
you and the Philatelic Federation of Southern 
Africa for the copy of the Standard Cata
logue of the Postage Stamps of the Union 
of South Africa, which you were kind enough 
to send to His Majesty, and which The King 
is very pleased to accept. 

Yours very truly, 
(Signed). 

Hd. Flaw. 
Mr. J. W. Schubart reports that stamp No. 

4 in the 3rd row of the sheets of the current 
Hd. stamp shows a blob of the gold of the 
background buildings over the lower part of 
the mine headgear. It has been noted on a 
number of sheets. 
Sizes of Current ld. Stamp (S.G. 56). 

Two sizes of this stamp are fairly gene
rally known about and 1·ecognised, but Mr. 
C. P. Rang, co-editor of "Gibbons' Stamp 
Monthly", has been studying a quantity of 
them and finds there are actually three. He 
classifies them thus: 

Design size: Old, 18 3/ 4 x 22!; interme
diate, 18! x 22½; new, 18¼ x 22. 

Gutter width: Old, H; intermediate 1 3/ 4; 
new, 2. 

When put in alignment with each other, 
these three widths are seen to be quite dis
tictive. The gradual widening of the gutter 
and consequent narrowing of the design are 
intentional and not due to accidental paper 
variations or misplacement of the image on 
the cylinder. There a1·e no alterations in the 
design, so, beyond noting the variations, Gib
bons will not list them separately. 
New M. Stamps. 

Mr. G. N. Gilbert 1·eports seeing a new 
printing of the id. springbok head, which 
has not so far been recorded in our notes. 
Presumably it is from the new cylinders, 6912 
Int. and 7019 Ext. notified by the P.O. in 
our August issue. 

;He state_s it follows the ld. and 6d. in 
bemg_ a shghtly smaller stamp, with wider 
margms for the perforations; further, it is 
full of flaws, some of them very prominent. 
First Flight Swissair to Union. 

A first flight by "Swissair'' to the Union 
left Geneva on August 3 and covers by it 
wer_e delivered in Johannesburg on August 9. 
It 1s understood this was in the nature of 
an ~xperimental flight, . but that a regular 
service will be instituted. 

Thanks to W. Frey, of Geneva, for ~ cover. 

ROY AL VISIT PHILATELY 
Bechuanaland Date Error 

"Stamp Collecting" chronicles a date error 
in the Lobatsi canceller of 30th March 1947 
A Royal Visit set of stamps was posti-:ia;ked 
"30 VI 47." Someone forty years hence may 
quote this cover as evidence that the cur
rency of the issue was extended. It was not. 
The stamps might still have been used on 30th 
June, of course, but in this instance they 
were not, as the cover reached Scotland on 
10th June. 
Union and S.W.A.-Quantity of 

Stamps Sold 
Last mo~~h we gave the official figures for 

~he quantities of the three denominations 
issued. 

W~ . have now received from the G.P.O. 
Publicity Officer the quantities of stamps re
turned when the issue was withdrawn from 
sale after 24th April. These are: 

Union. - ld., 48,392 sheets; 2d., 97,629 
sheets; 3d., 18,911 sheets. 

S.W.A.-ld., 855 sheets; 2d., 7,427 sheets· 
3d., 1,432 sheets. ' 

Deduc~ing these figures from those of the 
stamps issued, we get the quantities of those 
actually sold. These are: 

Union.-ld., 94,378 sheets equal 22,650,720 
stamps; 2d., 486,473 sheets equal 58,376,760 
stamps; 3<l., 22,554 sheets equal 2 706 480 
stamps. ' ' 

S.W.A. -- ld., 11,145 sheets equal 2,674,800 
stamps; 2d., 23,073 sheets equal 2,768,760 
stamps;. 3<l., 19,068 sheets equal 2,288,160 
stamps. 
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Rhodesian "Royal Tour" Postmark 
-Three Varieties 

Several readers have reported that there 
were two varieties of this mark, although of the same general design. The curious thing 
is that the two varieties each described were 
not the same two. 

A number of specimens of this postmark 
were therefore examined and it can now be stated that there are at least three varieties, but we are not prepared to say that there are no more. The th1·ee defiinte1y se211 are: 

1. The mark illustrated in our May issue 
and now repeated here. The base on which the Rhodesian coat-of-arms stands (at the top of the mark) is straight and short; also 
it has th1·ee black bars across it, one at either 

end and one in the middle. The dots between the upper and lower lettering are large and the one on the right is usually definitely 
elliptical instead of round, more so than in 
the specimen figured. 

2. The base of the coat-of-arms is longer, is slightly curved to follow the ellipse underneath and it is clear, with no black bars. 
The dots between the upper and lower lettering are small. There are other minor differences, but these are quite sufficient for dis
tinguishing purposes. 

3_. I_denti_cal with ~-.9· 2, so J.!Ctr as the descr1pt10n given above is concerned. The differ
ence between Nos. 2 and 3 lies in the letters "R" of SOUTHERN and RHODESIA. In one the letters are wide, in the other narrow. 

Where were those three varieties used'? 
That cannot yet be answered. It is known that "Royal Tour" postmarks were applied 
to covers both in Salisbury and on the Royal Train; perhaps some of our Rhodesian 
friends can find out further details. 

BUY BRITISHI 
One of the fine.~t o_(fers of our current list is u complete eollec-tio11 of Georrte VI current colonials: ril r·oloniP8 anri territorie11, ·mint loirest to hirtllest valur.~. bra11tif11lly mounted in de 111,re loose-leaf album, 1111s11rJ)aS8Pd 
beauty and superb investment value for £70. 

Carriar1e paid to vour door8feJJ. 
But we can also supply sllort sets and singles, A poste,H<I l>ring:s you our price list free. 

J. MARTIN, 
69, Henley Avenue, North Cheam, 

Surrey, England. 

BRITISH EMPIRE NEW ISSUES 
Australia. 

The Australian press, philatelic and 
general, is devoting a lot of space to criticism of the designs accepted for the new 
~ssue of pictorial stamps. The one coming 
m ~er hap~ for 1:1-ost attention, is that illustratmg tree fellmg; it seems to be pretty 
~enerally agr~e? that, although the design 1s a very str1kmg one, it is a method or tree-felling not usual in Australia and there-
fore is not suitable. ' 
Antigua. 

It is officially announced that there is to be a 10s. stamp, rose, of the same design as the present 2½d., also a £1 stamp grey-blue of the design of the current 3d. ' · ' 
Ceylon. 

A 100 rupee stamp is on order. 
Nyasaland. 

The_ ld. sta;111p with the giraffe-necked askari, whose hke has never been seen alive and who was_ the object of much derision by 
the ~.A.R. m Ny~saland, is to disappear and m place of it will come a stamp in green and brown with the leopard emblem of the Colony. 

P.O. Box 637 
DETROIT 31, MICHIGAN, U.S.A. 

SELL • IMPORT e EXPORT G BUY e EXCHANGE 
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REVIEWS AND NOTICES 
We have received a copy of "The Club 

News", the monthly official organ of the Aus
tralian Correspondence and Exchange Club, 
of 564 Military Road, Largs Bay North, 
South Australia. 

This appears to be a pretty large club of 
stamp collectors and hobbyists. 

The "Philatelic Literature Review" issue of 
April-June, 1947, gives a list of all known 
current stamp magazines of the world, ex
cluding only some believed to exist, but of 
which they have nQt recent informa,tion. 

The B.P.A. Philatelic Exhibition, 1947, 
after being on show in London from October 
23 to November 5, is now definitely fixed for 
Glasgow, 20-27 November, Birmingham, 3-10 
January, 1948, and Manchester, 4-10 Februa1·y, 
1948. 

The exhibit which the Philatelic Federation 
of Southern Africa was asked to make, illus
trating the postal history of the Union and 
all territories now or at any time postally 
included in it, is now all assembled. Some 
cb.oice items for photographic illustration in 
the catalogue have already been sent off, the 
bulk will be there in good time for the open
ing. 

Collectors who have contributed sheets to 
the exhibit are: L. B. Goldschmidt, E. Hunt, 
A. A. Jurgens, K. Lydall, J. H. Harvey Pirie, 
W. Redford and J. Shepherd. 

Maps: "Plik", of 18, Keerom Street, Cape 
Town, have sent us a catalogue of special 
maps made by them. They seem to be just 
the sort of thing collectors often want to in
clude with their stamp collections-not just 
like those in an atlas. Try them if you want 
anything of this sort. 

* NETHERLANDS 
The summer charities mentioned in last 

month's notes have now come to hand. Issued 
on the 1st August, 1947, the series consists 
of the following values and designs: 2kt. 
(+ 2ct.) vermilion, H. van Deventer, Doctor 
of Medicine; 4ct. (+ 2ct.) green, P. C. Hooft, 
poet and historian; net. ( + 2kt.) purple, 
Johan de Witt, statesman; l0ct. ( + 5ct.) light 
brown, J. F. van Roijen, Secretary for Posts 
and Telegraphs; 20ct. ( + 5ct.) blue, Hugo 
de Groot, Jurist. 

The stamps are printed on paper water
marked with circles and are perforated. 

The set was affixed to an attractive first 
day cover issued by the "Hollandia Club" of 
Leijden showing a posthorn with streamers 
on the ends of which symbols typifying the 
occupation of those portrayed on the stamps. 

A later cover received from a correspon
dent was posted at the National Philatelic 
Exhibition held at Maastricht to commemo
rate the 25th anniversary of the Philatelic 
Society " Zuid-Limburg " and beam a post
mark consisting of the appropriate ·wording 
arranged in circular form, the centre being 
occupied by a shield with a five-pointed star. 

The "Nederlandsche Maandblad voor Phila
!elie," in its February number, issues a warn
mg to possessors of the new 10 gulden stamp 

to be careful in its handling. Specimens have 
been seen of which the normal violet colour 
has changed in patches ~o lilac, the d~scol?
ration, it is thought, bemg due to acids m 
the gum of the hinges used. 

The following figures concerning the num
bers sold of the "Princesses" set of 1946 have 
been taken from the June number of the 
same magazine: Hct., 1,919,205; 2kt., 622,705; 
4ct., 1,449,411; 5ct., 1,923,596; net., 2,471,823; 
12kt., 1,435,428. . 

In a footnote it is stated that it is hkely 
that the figure given for the 2kt. stamps 
should be 1,622,705. 

J.W.S. 

* GREAT BRITAIN 
Slogans. 

If they don't have many new stamps they 
have plenty of new slogans. Some recent ones 
are "Don't Waste Bread, Others Need It", 
"Take no chances, keep death off the roads", 
"Blood donors are still urgently needed" and 
"Volunteer for a forces career". All these 
have a topical interest for South Africa. Now 
they are going bilingual; the second language 
isn't Welsh, Gaelic or even guid braid Scots, 
but French-"Britain for Holidays, Visitez 
la Grande Bretagne". 

P. L. Pemberton retires. 
We regret to learn that Mr. P. L. Pember

ton is retiring, for health reasons, from the 
editorship of the "Philatelic Journal of Great 
Britain". He has been associated with it 
since the beginning of the century as owner 
or part owner, publisher and from time to 
time as editor. 

Under his direction it has attained a place 
in philatelic journalism which is unique and 
second to none in importance. It is good to 
know, however, that he still hopes to be a 
contributor to it, as anything he writes is 
always a masterpiece of philatelic research 
and presentation. 

Mr. H. Garrett-Adams, who has been a 
not infrequent contributor of recent years, 
is taking over the editorship and under him 
the traditions of the P.J.G.B. are likely to 
be maintained. 

* MOZAMBIQUE AIR STAMPS 

In our April issue we illustrated the new 
air tax receipt stamps which had just 
appeared. The Robertson Stamp Coy., of Jo
hannesburg, report that seven additional 
values have now appeared, viz., 50c, 1, 3.50, 
5, 10, 20 and 50E In May the statement that 
the value for cash paid was put on the stamps 
by typewriter was corrected; the value is 
printed, in black, at a separate operation. In 
the additional denominations now reported, 
there is also "Taxe Percue" printed in black, 
evidently at the same time as the value. 

Comment has been made on our pa,st refer
ence to these stamps as having values in 
"dollars". Actually, of com·se, it is in 
"ERcudos", hut the dollar sign ($) is used 
for indicating the value. · 
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QUALITY -THE HIGHEST 
Stamps for the Specialist and the General Collector 

If you are interested in CLASSICS ask for our list of RARITIES. 
If a General Collector, then we are confident that our MONTHLY LIST of 

BRITISH EMPIRE STAMPS will be of interest. These lists are sent on 
application, post free by ordinary post, or by Air Mail at 1/- per copy, 12/-· for 
12 months. 

We deal in stamps of all the world, and all stamps are sold subject to the 
buyer's satisfaction against cash or British reference. Our stock is a large one, 
and we are pleased to send selections of any country to responsible collectors. 

STATE YOUR WANTS 
British Empire stamps from Queen Victoria to King George VI. 

H. E. WINGFIELD, 
392 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2., ENGLAND. 

Phone TEMple Bar 4136 

WEEKLY STAMP 
AUCTION SALES 
CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 

Postal bids accepted 

EVERY 
TUESDAY 

12.45-2 p.m. 

• 
Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

HUGH M,. THQM.PSON1 JOHANN1ESBURG LTD. 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

124, MARSHALL STREET, 

JOHANNESBURG 
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SOUTHERN AFRICAN CENSOR 
MARKS 

Mr. W. G. N odder and Mr. fohn A. Ipp ( of 
Trenton, N.J., U.S.A.) have recorded the fol
lowing additions and corrections to the lists 
published in our issues of September, 1946, p. 
141, and of March and May, 1947, pp. 36 and 
76. 

Union: 
A cover from Durban to Halifax N.S., un

opened but with a censor mark like that de
scribed as No. 8 of the Union Civil censor 
marks, but with "Released C" under the coat
of-arms. 

It would seem possible that all the censors' 
offices using a letter under the coat-of-arms 
had such "Released" marks. The only one pre
viously recorded had an "A" which was one of 
the letters in use at Cape Town and it oc
curred on a letter sent from Lourenco Marques 
to a town in the Cape Province. This new 
record of "Released· C" is on a letter from 
Durban and "C" was the letter in use there. 

The commonest Union military c~nsor 
mark ( Type 4a as previously figured) was 
presumably in use at Broken Hill, N. Rho
desia, at the time when a Uni:on A.P.O. was 
there for it has been noted on a cover from 
Broken Hill to Dodoma, 3/9/ 41, the number 
on the mark being 58. 

S. Rhodesia: 
The following additional numbers are re

corded for No. 4 of the civilian type of cen
sor marks (Fig. 1). .----... 

-PASStO 

D£/S 

Fig. 1 

No. 2, in violet on cover from Bulawayo to 
Moshi, 18/9/42. Also on one from Umtali to 
Dodoma; this has in addition a seal of the 
type described as 3a. 

No. 6 from Chatsworth, 7/2/44. 
No. 9 from Salisbury, 21/4/44. 
No. 10 from Salisbury, in red, 26/1/ 44. 
No. 12 from Sin .. , in red, 3/11/42. This 

cover, addressed to Eire, had a Union seal 
tied with "R" (Cape Town.) 

No. 18 from U mtali to Dodoma, in violet, 
5/4/42, with a seal of type 3c. (No. 18 pre
viously recorded from Penhalonga). 

A cover with an "Other Military lVlark" 
of Type 8 (("Southern Rhodesi.a/ ~ir Force'') 
from Bulawayo t'.o Dodoma, via ])urban, 
15/1/42, has been noted with an "Opened by 
Censor" seal of Type 3a. 

•- .An Internment Camp mark not previously 

recorded is a triple oval with "No. 2 (Tan
ganyika) Internment Camp / Salis bur)', S. 
Rhodesia'' and date 21/9 / 41 m centre. In 
black. Censor mark of type of Fig. 2, No. 14. 

The mark previously recorded under N. 
Rhodesia and figured as Fig. 6 (now shown 

Fig. 2 

as Fig. 2) should, of course, obviously have 
been classed under S. Rhodesia as Fig. 4. It 
is to be found on ordinary civilian letters both 
into and out of S. Rhodesia, also on letters 
from Internment Camps. The following addi
tional numbers have been seen: Nos. 1 an<l 2, 
in red; Nos. 3 and 4, in violet; No. 8, in vio
let, on cover from U mtali to Dodoma; No. l', 
in red; and No. 14, as noted above from an 
Internment Camp. The mark shown as Fig. 
4 of S. Rhodesia should be Fig. 6 of N. Rho
desia. 

N. Rhodesia 
In the last lines of "Military Censor Marks 

-2" and of "Official Franks-(1)," p. 77, 
"Fig. 4, Var. (c)" should read "Fig. 5, Var. 
(c)." 

Nyasaland 
Only two types of military censor marks 

from this territory have been noted. 
(a) On cover from a sergeant in the 

K.A.R. to Scotland, with "Passed by Cens·or 
(Initials) Lt." in m/ s. 

(b) Like No. 1 of the East African Cen
sor Marks illustrated in our issue of July, 
1945, p. 76, but in place of just a number in 
the enclave, it has "E.A. No. VI/4" with an 
officer's name and rank in m/s. In black. 

S. Rhodesia Air Letters 
Mr. N odder points out also a small date 

error in Major Creasy's article, p. 92 of June 
issue. The date of the New Zealand back~ 
stamp on the card posted in Bulawayo on 
15/1/41 should be 22 JAN 42, not 2 JAN 42. 

He has two specimens with this date per
fectly clear; they were sent by Major Creasy 
himself. 

EAST LONDON EXHIBITION AND 
CONGRESS, 15-17 JANUARY, 1948. 

Don't forget about these functions. Roll up 
by sea, air, rail or road and help the local 
society to make them a success. 

Book your accommodation at once, as East 
London will be very full up then. 

Entry forms and rules for entries for th_e 
Exhibition are now obtainable from the Exhi
bition Secretary, P.O. Box 198, East London. 
Don't be shy about sending exhibits, competi
tion may be keen, but it won't be quite so ter-

.:.: r1ble as at the recent American Centenary. 
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A ,f,EW USEFUL SPACE FILLE,RS 
Australia Victory used 1/3 Blocks 
Barbados '38, id. P.14 used .. 

do. 2d. P.14 used . . . . 
do. 3d. P.14 used • . . . 
do. 4d. P.14 used . . . . 

Br. Guiana 3c S.G.290 M or U . . . . . . 
Burma 1938 la Dll Mint 2/6 ; Blocks 
Burma 19:38 la Service 2/-; Blocks .. 
1945 l\Iil. Admin. Comp. Mint . . . . . . 
A few Jap issues in stock if required 
Canada 1942 6c Air Mint 3/-; Bls ... 
Ceylon 3c P.14 used (19·12) . . . . . . 
Cyprus 1938 l½p red used . . . . . . 

do. 1933 2½p blue used . . . . . . . . 
Egypt 1939 20m grey mint 1/6 ; Els. 
1939 30m dark grey Mint ... . . . . . . 

do. do. Used ....... . 
1945 Arab Union Mint or used pairs 
1946 80th Anniv. l\Iint 3/-; Block .. 
1943-44 26c Express Mint . . . . . . . . 
1938 Gibraltar 3d. p. 14 used . . . . . . 
1943 Gibraltar ld. P13½ Wmk Side l\I 
1942 Grenada ½d.-1/- 7v P. 13½ x 12½ 

u ...................... . 
1938 Jamaica 2d. P.13 x 13½ used ... . 
1938 Malta ld. brown Mint l/6; Bls .. . 
1946 Newfoundland 2c/30c U 1/6; Bls. 
1942 Nyasaland ½d.-£1 Cp. M. £5 ; Bls. 

5/0 
1/6 
2/0 
2/0 
2/0 
5/0 

10/0 
8/0 

40/0 

12/0 
5/0 
0/G 
2/0 
6/0 
1/6 
1/0 
2/0 

12/0 
6/6 

25/0 
1/6 

30/0 
1/0 
6/0 
6/0 

400/0 

COLLECTIONS AND FORiEIGN 
G.B. Collection Cat. About £35, 

price . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £10 0 0 
Antigua 31 stamps Cat. £10 10s., 

price . . . . . . • . . . . . . . 3 10 0 
Barbados 15 Britannia Type Cat. 

£11 15s., price . . . . . . • . . . 3 15 0 
Bermuda 55 stamps Cat. £10, price 4 5 O 
Canada Col. to 1912 87 stamps Cat. 

over £14 . . . . . . • . . . . . . . 5 15 0 
Ceylon 1857-1912, 173 stamps Cat. 

£100, price . . . . • . . . . . . . 30 0 0 
II. Kong 100 stamps Cat. £28 

good postmarks . . . . . . . . . . 10 10 0 
India & C.E.F'. 130 stamps Cat. 

£11, price . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 10 0 
Russia 25 sets used from 1941 to 

'44 almost Comp. C.? • . . . . . 4 0 0 
All the above. collectio~s"·c;fi°' ·b~,...~ent-~;~;;
proval against cash, if not required we shall 

refund. 
In a few weeks, when we are a bit organised, 
we hope to run the following : Wholesale and 
Retail K.G. VI Mint and Used, Packets and 
approvals, customers interested should apply 

now s1:ating requirements. 
lVe shall be pleased to hear from both old and 

new customers. 

L.A. GURNEY, 
136, ABERCORN STREET, BULAWAYO, SOUTHERN RHODESIA 

THE EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

has pleasure in announcing that a 

NATIONAL_ COMPETITIVE EXHIBITION 
will be held on 

15th to 17th JANUARY, 1948 
in the 

TECHNICAL COLLEGE HALL 
in conjuncti~n with the 

EAST LONDON CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 

CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES-I 5th OCTOBER 

Post Office in Exhibition will use Special Bilingual Exhibition Cancellation 
The Philatelic Congress will be held at the same time, so write our Secretary for 

assistance in finding accommodation. 

Prospect'us and Entrance Forms now available from Hon. Secretary, Exhibition 
Committee, P.O. Box 198, East London, C.P. 
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L .................. ~~-~~~-~-~?.~.~-~-~~~ ................... .J 
The Editor, 
S.A. Philatelist. 

SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIC 
JOURNALS 

Sir -The record of South African P!1i
lateli; periodicals given by Anna. H. S~ith 
in an article in "The South African Phila
telist" July, 1947, p. 100, is not quite com
plete, 'as the following magazine might very 
well be added: 

"The Philatelic Chronicle", Johannes
burg, Janua1·y, 1939, to June, 19~9, publi~hed 
by Allen Publications. It contamed var10us 
good, well-illustrated articles, also of So~th 
African interest, notably by the late MaJor 
W. J. Harrington and also monthly reports 
of South Africa~ Philatelic societies. Its 
pa_per, printing and artistic make-up have 
so far not been equalled by any other South 
African stamp magazine (with all due re
spect for our beloved "S.A. Philatelist"). 
Judged overseas as a "credit to South 
Africa" and a likely "stayer", it unfortu
nately ceased publication after 6 issues. 

Yours, etc., 
K. FREUND. 

Sir,-The article in the July issue on South 
African Philatelic Journals omits mention of 
"The Southern Stamp Magazine", published 
in Pretoria between May, 1918, and January 
1920, edited by the writer of this letter. The 
Southern was the organ of the Southern 
Stamp Club, which was taken over by Mr. 
J. Robertson and apparently the "Sou
thern Stamp Magazine", was changed to the 
South African Philatelist by Mr. Robertson. 

Among the articles published in the old 
"Southern" we find contributions by Mr. A. 
A. Jurgens, F.R.P.S.L., Mr. Louis Gillen, 
Mr. W. E. Neave. Among the members of 
the old S.C.C. was Mr. Emil Tamsen. 

My file copies of the "Southern" were lost 
while I was on active service, together with 
copies of another general hobby publication 
issued in Durban in the early 1920's in con
nection with the African Collectors' Ex
change when it was a purely philatelic club. 

An interesting side-light on the publica
tion of the "Southern" was a request from 
the late C. F. Skinner to refrain from using 
his business name, "Southern", as people 
were connecting this paper with the old 
"Southern Stamp Company", conducted by 
Mr. Skinner in the Old Arcade. 

Yours, etc., 
ROBERT E. OAKES. 

Cape of Good Hope. 
It is noted in "Gibbons' Stamp Monthly" for 

July that the 6d. mauve (S.G. No. 46) has 
been seen with a clear postmark of JU 1682, 
which is earlier by two months than the date 
given in their catalogue or in Allis' Hand
bool5:. 

UN1ION LARGE AND SMALL 
WAR ISSUES 

Special Offer of Long Sets, including 
Major Shade Varieties, mint, never 
hinged. (Figures in brackets denote 
different shades of each value in set.) 

Large War Issue: 

?id. (3), ld. (2), Hd. (2), 3d., 4d. (2), 
6d., 1/3-all in pairs, plus single 2d. and 
1/-, total 26 stamps. Price only £1/5/-. 
Ditto, straight set, without shades, 16 

stamps. Price only 19/6 

Bantams, in Pairs and Triplets: 

~d. (4), ld. (3), Hd. (2), 2d. (3), 3d. 
(2), 4d. (2), 6d. (2), 1/- (2), total 20 

units, 51 stamps. Price £1/7 /6 
Ditto, in blocks of 4 or 6. Price £2/15/-

1\iarginal Bantams: 

Showing different types and colours of 
side-marginal slogans or numerals - a 
very representative lot. M. ( 5), ld. ( 5), 
Hd. (2), 2d. (4), 3d. (3), 4d. (2), 6d. 
(3), 1/- (2), total 26 units. Price only 

£1/15/-
Ditto, in blocks of 4 and 6. Price only 

£3/10/-

I 
Printing Flaws and Varieties 

(Bantams): 

M. Piked Helmet at 1/6, worn and re
touched top frames. Pair at 2/6 

ld. Nurse wounded, stripes on veil, blob 
on veil, brooch, Rugger ball. Each at 1/
Hd. worn tops at 1/-, double roulette 

at 1/6, block 3/-
2d. Half-a-Crown at 1/6, Tassel on cap 

at 2/-
3d., Tall C of Africa at 3/6 

1/-, No shading at top at 4/6, block 
at 9/-

All above in pairs or trips, blocks 50% 
extra. 

Many other varieties in stock, also Ar
rows, Corners and Sheet Number Blocks. 
Selections gladly sent on approval, new 

clients references please. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 
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Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Seychelles wanted. Full catalogue price 
offered for fine used copies of Stan
ley Gibbons numbers 85, 91, 93 to 
95B, 97 to 101, 103, 104, 107, 110, 114 
to 118, 121, 122, 122A, 142, 145. 

William Redford, P.O. Box 7012, Johan
nesburg. 

Control Strips of Union and Transvaal, 
also mint blocks and rarities. 

E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom. 

M.E.F. new 5/- and 10/-, fine used 18/
pair, postage extra. 

T. E. Karachiwalla, Box 275, Mombasa, 
Kenya. 

Voortrekker Wagon Covers wanted, 
several to complete collection. 

Brown, Box 1826, JohaI].nesburg. 

The British Philatelic Asso
ciation of 3 Berners Street, 
London, W. I, is the Associa
tion that represents the in
terests of every branch of the 
Hobby throughout the British 

Commonwealth. 

PHILATELIC 
COLLECTORS PUBLISHERS 

EXCHANGE CLUBS AUCTIONEERS 
SOCIETIES TRADERS 

e For details of 
membership you 
should apply to 
the Secretary, 
stating which 
class of member
ship interests 
you. 

e Do you read the As
sociation's journal 
" Philately " ? Six 
shillings to the 
Editor at the above 
address will fetch 
you twelve con
secutive issues. 

·1.IIIIIIIII1I1IIIIIIIIIIIIII11IIIIIII111111IIII111111IIIII11I1111I11I11IIIIII11IIIII111111I11Iv - . 
I BRITISH COLONIAL I 

NEW ISSU1E 

FOR 

MINT and;or USED 

• 
Send for particulars : 

E. S. JAMES, 
RUSTINGTON, 

SUSSEX ENGLAND 

JtllllllllllllllllHlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllfllllllllllllr. 

IT WOULD BE 

DIFFICULT 
to find a more informative 
Stamp Journal than the 

Founded by Albert H, Harris, and now 
read by collectors in more than fifty 

countries. 

Demand in the U.K. exceeds supply, but 
we are granted extra paper for 

OVERSEAS READERS ONLY 
Subscription: 10/· per annum (post free) 

Published by 

HARRIS 1PUBLICATION1S LTD. 
445, STRAND, LONDON, ENG. 
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STAMPS IN THE PACIFIC 
The postage stamp plays an important 

part in international politics and has in fact 
become an effective weapon in the assertion 
of a nation's rights and jurisdiction. Yes, 
the postage stamp seems more efficacious 
than mere declarations, proclamations and 
ordinances and it is surely for the purposes 
of national politics that in the Pacific we 
have had the stamp issues for the island 
outposts of Pitcairn and Norfolk for in both 
these instances the needs of a small com
munity are no real justification. 

Now comes the separate issue of stamps 
for the Tokelaus Group of Islands, which, 
since 1926, have been under the control of 
the Dominion of New Zealand and for prac
tical convenience, have been administered 
from Apia-Wes tern Samoa. This link with 
Western Samoa is no longe1· feasible, as 
Weste1·n Samoa is a mandated territory and 
is now subject to the over-riding authority 
of the United Nations. Hence the issues of 
just three sepa1·ate stamps-the ~d., ld. and 
2d.-whose designs will include the inscrip
tions "Tokelau Islands": Postage and Reve
nue" as an assertion to whom it may con
cern, of the ·exercise of lawful authority and 
sovereign jurisdiction. The stamps will not 
result in any increase in the number of let
ters posted and received by the small popu
lation in these islands, but stamp collectors 
the world over will eagerly assist in increas
ing the island revE}nue. So we may well ex
pect more and still more Pacific islands to 
become stamp-issuing units for natior .. 1,l pur
poses in the great game of world politics and 
the joy of stamp collectors. 

E. G. Cowell. 
U.S.A. 

John Paul Jones Bicentenary. 
P.J., according to some, was a pirate; he 

is officially regarded as the founder of the 
U.S. Navy, and he has been, perhaps, socially 
commemorated by having a dance named 
after him. 

His birthday was on July 6, 1747. This is 
not being remembered by the issue of a spe
cial stamp, but the U.S. Naval Academy at 
Dunapolis arranged to have covers with a 
commemorative cachet and a special cancel
lation. 

He was born in the parish of Kirkbe!1n, 
Kirkcudbrightshire, Scotland, and accordmg 
to "Linn's Weekly", an Edinburgh lady un
dertook to have covers with a special cachet 
posted there on July 6. 

We regret we had no word of these 
arrangements until far too _late for any of 
our readers to participate m getting these 
mementoes of Kirkcudbright's greatest sea
dog. 

(Continue<l ji·oni page 14-!) 
The August meeting was mainly taken up with 

the last preparations for the Junior competition. 
'.rhe exhibits of the evenin,g were given by Dr. 
Freund, who presented a brief "history of music" 
on 12 pages, from pre-biblical times to 111odern 
music, and by Mr. G. Smith, who tabled an air 
mail collection which was very representatn~e of 
every country and well written up. Again two new 
members were enrolled. 

The long-heralded Junior stamp competition took 
place on a Saturday afternoon in August, and was 
a complete success from eYery Yiew point. An ex
cited and chatty crowd of well over a hundred 
school children, representing the. majority of l:lloem
fontein schools, gathered at the Koffiehuis and ap
peared to have the time of their lives. In all, 82 
stamp collections were entered by the youngsters. 
While a jury of six society members was engaged, 
behind closed doors, in examining and judgiI1g the 
entries, it was great fun to watch the waiting cro,vcl 
of "stamp-minded" children. Display tables with a 
number of attractive stamp items, belonging to ad
vanced collectors of the society, were besieged 
throughout the afternoon, and many an excited 
little finger moved over the "stunning" items which 
were fortunately protected by heavy glass plates. 
Other youngsters preferred to gorge themselves with 
a variety of refreshments which the society pro
vided free for every visiting child. In a quiet 
corner, a small group of little girls with plaits 
could be seen busily "swapping" stamps which 
every participant had received as a free gift from 
the society. 

Before the prize-giving, l\Ir. J. Lewis, the presi
dent, welcomed the children in a speech and gave 
them some useful advice on the methods of stamp 
collecting. The children were also addressed by 
Mr. C. A. Larsen and by Mr. J. B. Levy, who was 
one of the judges. Mr. :Cevy gave a summary of 
the various faults and mistakes the judges had no
ticed in many colleetions. 

The standard cf the collections, on the whole, 
was rather disappointing, and it is hoped that this 
competition has helped a lot to improve this standard 
and has stimulated, hi a large degree, the interest 
of Bloemfontein school-children in the fascinating 
and highly educational hobby of stamp collecting. A 
pleasing feature in the competition was the fair 
number of girl collectors. 

'l'he prizes were distributed by the postmaster of 
Dloemfontein, Mr. L. J. Conradi(\ 

K.F. 
l!J111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111:1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111-111111111111111111111111111111111e) 

Fine British Uolo11ials : 
Selections of the above are sent on approval to serious collectors against references. 

Range I. Early issues, which can be selected from at one-third 
of catalogue price. 

Range 2. Modern issues (1900 on) in mint state, mostly at 
50% off catalogue. 

Range 3. Modern issues ( 1900 on) superb used, mostly at 50% 
off catalogue. 

i J. BIRD, 116, Highlands Heath, London, S.W.15, England 
li1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111(i1 
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ONLY 3012 10NLY 
Vacant plots left to complete my 

collection of the Normal Stamps of the 

World to the issues of 1933. 

Many good sites available in South 

American Republics, Russian Wran

gel's Post, Portuguese Colonies, 

Western Ukraine, Western Hungary, 

Swiss L.N. and L.B., B.E. Rarities. 

Good prices for good copies, mint for 

preference. 

TYant lists on application. 

E. DIJNT, 
Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

BERMUDA 2d. 1938 mint . . . . 23/6 
FIJI DIE I 5d. (used) . . . . . . 21/6 
lfIJI DIE 6d. (used) . . . . . . 22/6 
FIJI DIE I 6d. mint . . . . . . 2ti/6 
FIJI DIE I l½d. (used) . . . . . . 4/0 
FIJI (PER.I!-, 14) ½d. (used) . . . . 3/6 
F'IJI DIE I 2d. (used) . . . . . . 1/6 
FIJI DIE II 2d. (used) . . . . . . ,1;0 
:F'IJI DIE II 2d. mint . . . . . . 4/6 
FIJI 2:½d. (PROVL.) mint . . . . 8d. 
FIJI 2½d. (PROVL.) (used) . . 9d. 
l<'IJI 5/- (used) . . . • . . . . 6/6 
GRENADA (Complete) (Fse<l) ;30/0 
I◄'ALKLAND 20/- (used) . . . . 27 /6 
ST. LUCIA 20/- (used) . . . . 27 /ti 
ST. VINCENT 20/- (used) . . 27/G 
GRENADA 10/- (used) . . . . 20/0 
:'.\IONTSERRA.'.r 2/6, 5/- (use<l) 10/fl 
MALTA (Complete) (used) . . :H/6 
N. RHODESIA :?0/- (used) . . 27 /H 
ASCENSION (Complete) (used) ...... 30/0 
N.Z. HEAL'.rH (Mint). 19'.W, 11/-; 1930, 20/-; 

1931, 115/-; 1932, 32/-; 27/6 (U); 
1933, 11/6; 1934, 11/6; 1935, 2/9; 
1936, 2/-; 1937, 2/6; 193~ 4/6; 
1939, 7 /-; 1940, 8/G; 1941. 4/-; 
1942 1/6 ; 1943, lO<l. ; Ul44, 8d.; 
1945, 7d. ; 19.J:6, (ld. 

10% NETV ISSUE SERVICE 
Any colonies-any valueR. Please send for 
details of this economical means of acquiring 
new issues of the Empire. ·wants lists for all 
colonials welcomed. Specialists in ILG. VI 

issues, M. or U. 

MAYFLOWER "STAMP CO. 
18 York Street, Plymouth, Devonshire 

ENGLAND 
- -; ................ ,,,1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 .. . 

THE BID BOOK 
tells a tale. From Singapore to Sweden, 
from Perth to Portugal, in fact, from 
most parts of the world are commissions 
received. And we are justly proud of 
the confidence placed .in us by Overseas 
buyers and vendors alike. Our Sale 
Catalogues are widely distributed, which 
ensures sound realisations; the Lots are 
comprehensively and accurately de
scribed, which inspires confident bid
ding; while instructions are invariably 
handled with care and discernment. 
Your own enquiries would assuredly 
receive our usual courteous and expedi-

tious attention. 

EASTBOURNE 
STAMP AUCTIONS 

LIMITED 

South Street, Eastbourne. 
Sussex England. 

CHANGE OF A'DDRESS 
On the 1st of September my permanent 
address will be: 

7 Hannibal Street, Kensington 
JOHANNESBURG 

The authorities have not yet made up 
their minds as to whether I deserve the 
telephone but as soon as I have a line 

the number will be published. 
Meanwhile the following are available 
at 43 Roberts Avenue, Kensington, 

Johannesburg: 
Rhodesia £1 SG243, mint . . . . 160/
South Africa 1925 Air Mail set 

of 4 complete, mint . . . . . . 
South Africa ld. SG43aa, mint 

pair ................ . 

47/6 

80/-
40/-Ditto, but without gum . . . . . . 

South Africa 1933 Voortrekker 
set in fine used pairs on 
special Voortrekker cover . . 15/6 
Cash with order. Offered subject 

to stock. 
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crhe Railway Parcel and Newspaper Stamps 
of Soufhern· Africa 
By J. H. HARVEY PIRIE, F.R.P.S.L. 

(Continued from page 122 of August issue) 

'!"' ...................................................... ,,,11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

TRANSVAAL AND ORANGE 
RIVER COLONY 

The Orange Free State, as such, does not 
appear ever to have had any special rail
way parcel stamps ( actually its railways 
were, I think, up till 1897 at all events ad
ministered and run by the Cape Govt. Rail
ways, with the Natal Govt. Railways run
ning the line to Harrismith from Natal). 
During the Colonial period (1902-1910), how
ever, the railways of these two territories 
were amalgamated administratively as the 
"Central South African Railways" and 
Bridger & Kay's Catalogue gives the follow
ing list of stamps as issued by them: 
1905. Perf lH and Imperf. 

3d., dull chocolate; 6d., dull chocolate; 
ls., dull chocolate; ld., brown; 3d., red; 
6d., green; ls., blue; 5s., brown. 

CENTRAL SOUTH AFRICAN 
RAILWAY(S) 

The stamps seen falling into this series 
are all 1·ather crudely produced square 
stamps, the size of the design being 28 m.m., 
the overall size of the stamps varying from 
about 32-35 m.m. 

They appear to fall into three groups, 
with slight differences in the design and pro
bably appeared in the order given, (a), (b) 
and ( c), although a sufficiency of dated spe
cimens has not been seen to be certain on 
this point. 

(a) 3d., red (shades). A broken "N" in 
"Central" seems to be a not uncommon 
variety. 3d., dull chocolate; 6d., green 
(shades), blue, dull chocolate and nigger 
brown (shades); ls., blue (shades), dull cho
colate and nigger brown; ld., black. 

(b) ld., dull chocolate; 5s., dull chocolate. 
These two have "Railways" instead of "Rail
way" and the corner ornaments are different. 
The only dated specimen seen is a 5s. of. 
May, 07. 

(c) 3d., red (shades); 6d., green (shades); 
ls., blue (shades); ls., brown. This group 
has much clearer designs. "Railways" and 
the co1·ner ornaments are again different. The 
figures of value are larger and clearer. 

In the collection of the late S. Klagsbrun, 
the ls. brown was marked as being "an error 
of colour, Jan., 08". In that collection also were 
what appeared to be proofs in correct colours 
of these three stamps, printed on thin card. 
These were bottom half sheets, a whole sheet 
being 8 rows horizontally x 5 rows vertically. 
A mark is present on the right-hand margin 
of the sheets in the form of a small 1·oughly 
hand-drawn circle with a dot in the centre. 
There is one of these marks opposite the 
bottom row of stamps and one cut through 
at the top of the half-sheet (it would have 
been level with the space between the 4th 
and 5th rows of the complete sheet), and 
pre~umably there would have been a third 
mark level with the top row. 

These proofs were, of course, imperforate. 
All the actual stamps seen have been perf. 
lH although B. & K.'s catalogue records 
them as also occurring imperforate. 

Precancelling of these stamps was recorded 
and figured in the "South African Philate
list". Vol. XXI, 1945, p. 26. Details of the 
occurrence are given. It seemed to suggest 
the sending of parcels to a postmaster and 
possible ~se as real "postage stamps" but 
further _hght on this possibilty is need~d. 

Not hsted by B. & K. is a set of litho
~raphE;d st~mps of stan<lard size, identical 
~n design with the N .G.R. series, only having 
mstead the letters :'c.s.A.R." at the top. The 
background lettermg reads "CENTRAL
SOUTHAFRICANRAILW AY SCENT R" 
Some of the stamps are perf. lH, other~ 
show the same zig-zag roulette as the N.G.R. 
stamps, but sufficient numbers have not been 
seen to say which is the commoner. 

Denominations seen: ld., 3d., 6d. and 9d .. 
~reen; ls., blue; 2s., red; 2s. 6d., yellow; 5s., 
hlac; 10s., brown. 
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MONTHLY APPROVAL SELECTIONS 
are amongst the features of our 

FOREIGN 
NEW ISSUE SERVICE 

~o deposit necessary but subscribers are 
required to settle within two days of receipt 

of selections. 
Subscriptions are accepted for any of the 

following groups :-
FA. All Foreign Issues available. 
FB. Special New Issues ouly, viz., Air 

stamps, Commemoratives, Pictorials, 
Provisionals, Souvenir Sheets, Red Cross 
stamps, etc., etc. (Please indicate re
quirements.) 

FC. New Issues of individual countries. 
(Please indicate countries required.) 

Stumps will be offered at face value or cost 
to us, plus commission. 

Under present conditions we cannot, of course, 
guarantee to supply every newly issnC>d .stamp, 
and the r'lt(:; over face' value at wlnch we 
supply is bound to vary, b11t it is our aim 
to make distributions as comprehensive as 
possible and to charge not more than is 
necessary in order to maintain an efficient 

Service. 
Applications should be accompanied hy two 
references anu full particulars given as to 

requirements. 

DAVID FIELD LTD. 
Stamp Dealers since 188-1 

7 VIGO ST., LONDON, W.I 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
• 

Let me know your interests 
and requirements. 

• 
An extensive stock of the better grade 
stamps always available. Want lists 
receive prompt attention, and ap
proval selections are willingly sent to 

responsible collectors. 

• 
P. 0. V. \VARREN, 

38, Lancaster Gardens, 

Clacton-on-Sea, England. 

John P. Shingler, 
B.P.A. 

POSTAGE STAMP DEALER, 

27 Terminus St., East London, C.P. 
AIR STAMPS 

All mint unless otherwise stated 

S.G. Nos. 
585/590-'Greece, 6 values . . . . . . . . l/0 
Alla/ Al 7-Italy, 8 values . . . . . . . . 3/6 
A41a-Italy, Air Express, 1 value . . • . 0/6 
A53/56-Italy, 1934 Romeo-Buenos Aires, 4 

values . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 7/6 
854/856-Germany, 1944, 25th Anniver-

sary of Aviation, 3 vanes . . . . . . 2/3 
417-Netherlands, 1933, Special Flight, 

1 value . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 1/3 
486-Netherlands, 1938, Special Flight, 

1 value . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . 0/9 
225/244-Egypt, Obsolete Ai1· Set, fine 

used, 21 values . . . . . . . . . . . . 27/6 
317 /324-Egypt, Obsolete Air Set, 5 

values, mint 3/0, used . . . . . . . . 2/6 
New Issue Egypt, Air Set, 12 values . . 13/6 
117-Kenya, 65 cent Air Stamp . . . . . . 4/0 
2.6/29-1925 Union Air Set, mint 60/-, 

used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65/0 
40/41-1929 Union Air Set, mint or used 12/0 
72/73-S.W.A., 2 values, mint 5/-, used 6/0 
86/87-S.W.A., 2 values, joined pairs, 

mint 45/-, used • . . . . . . . . . . . 55/0 
Flown Covers of the Union and S.W.A.

Prices on Application 

ALL DEALERS 
in South Africa who do not already read the 

PHILATELIC 
TRADER 

should send their subscription, 61 - per 
annum, immediately for this invaluable 

fortnightly guide to 

BUYING and SELLING 
throughout the sterling area. 

HARRIS PUBUCATIONS LTD. 
445, Strand, London, England. 
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(The ld., 3d., 6d., ls., 2s., 2s. 6d., and 10s. 
have been seen perforated, the 6d., 9d., 5s. 
and 10s., rouletted.) 

SOUTH AFRICAN RAILWAYS 
With the coming of Union all the railway 

systems became merged in the "South Afri
can Railways" and the change is reflected 
in the new series of parcel stamps intro
duced for use over the whole of the Union. 

Probably existing stocks of the various 
colonial stamps were used up, at any rate 
to some extent, and a few have actually been 
seen with dates in the last three months of 
1910, and, in the case of an N.G.R. ~d. 
newspaper stamp, as late as Dec., 1911. They 
must have been prepared very soon after 
Union occured, however, as one specimen 
has been seen with a cancellation as early 
as 22 Oct., 1910. 

1st ISSUE (1910-1916) 
NO OVERPRINTS-VARIOUS COLOURS 

This issue was in use till about the end 
of 1916. Neither this nor any subsequent 
i~sue is on watermarked paper. This issue 
differs from all subsequent issues in that 
there are no overprinted letters; in the later 
issues the stamps were all overprinted with 
two or three letters, these being for the 
individual stations to which the stamps were 
supplied. 

Design: This follows closely on the design 
of the preceding C.G.R. stamps. The de
sign of the ld. is identical with that of the 
black C.G.R. stamps, only having the letters 
"S.A.R." at the top in place of "C.G.R.". 
There is also a scarce 9d. of this design. 
T~e _other values are of the same type as the 
sh11lmg values of the C.G.R. series the 
background of small lettering being ' now, 
however, "SOUTHAFRICANRAILWAYS
SOUTH". 

It is noteworthy that in most values there 
appear . to. be . two types or varieties, these 
bemg d1stmgmshable by the relative position 
of the background lettering to the frame or 
to the. figure of value, some also by di~er
ences m the shape of the figure of value itself. 
These ai·e noted under the individual deno
minations. 

Perforation: Most stamps are perforated 

app1·oximately 12. The ld. and 6d. have been 
seen perf. 10 vertically x roul. 7 horizon
tally used in 1914 and 1915 and the 3d. 
(green), 6d., 9d., ls. and 2s. occur with ser
rated margins. These varieties may, of 
course, occur in other denominations also; 
only those which have been seen are here 
noted. 
Denominations : 

ld. Black and grey-black. Design different 
from all the others, as noted. Perf. x Roul. 
variety as noted. 

3d. Green, numerous shades. Two types, 
(a) First "S" of background lettering dis
tinct, End of upper limb of "3" wide, End 
of lower limb of "3" narrow, Sides of upper 
part of "d" not parallel. (b) First "S" of 
background lettering cut by frame, End of 
upper limb of "3" narrow, End of lower limb 
of "3" wide, Sides of upper part of "d'' 
pa1·allel. Serrated variety known. 

3d. Dark blue, shades. Two types as in 
the green threepenny. Does not appear to 
be so common as the green and cancellation 
dates suggest that it was issued about 1915. 

6d. Green, numerous shades. Two types·· 
have not been made out. Perf. x Roul. and 
Serrated varieties known. 

9d. Grey, pale grey or drab. Two types, 
(a) First letter "S" in background incom
plete, Last letter "H" in background com
plete, Dot under "d" partially obliterates the 
"A" of "WAYS". (b) First letter "S" of 
background complete, Last letter "lf" of 
background incomplete, Dot under "d" com
pletely obliterates the "A" of "WAYS". 

9d. Green and Red. (Frame green, 9d. 
red.) Of same pattern as the ld. denomina
tion. Apparently a very rare stamp, only one 
copy has been seen. 

ls. Blue, shades. Two types, (a) Figure 
of value 31 m.m. wide, Stroke of ls. extends 
down to 6th line of background lettering, 
Last "H" of background lettering clear of 
frame and distinct. (b) Figure of value 4 
m.m. wide, Stroke of ls. extends down to 7th 
line of the background lettering, Last "H" of 
background lettering cut by frame and in
distinct. 

2s. Brick red, shades. Two types (a) Last 
"H" of background lettering clear' and dis
tinct, One limb of "U" of background letter
ing shows in front of the lower part of figure 
"2", Only letter "H" to right of the stop of 
2s. (b) Last "H" of background only shows 
the left limb, Only "SO" in front of the 
lowe! part of figure "2", Part of "T" shows 
to right of the stop of 2s. · 

2s. 6d. ~ ell~w., orange, sha~es. Printing 
often very md1stmct. There 1s undoubtedly 
some variation in the position of the back
g:round lettering to the frame, but not suffi
cient to mak1; out two definite types. 

5s. Dull hlac, mauve, bright mauve. Two 
types, (a) Top stroke of "5" obliterates the 
"A" of "RAIL", Stroke of 5/- is clear of 
the "W" of "WAYS", (b) Top stroke of "5" 
does not obliterate the "A" of "RAIL" 
Stroke of 5/- partially obliterates the "W'; 
of "WAYS''. . 
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,ve have remarked about it often enough and if our ach-ertisements are read at all, there 
must be precious few readers of this magazhie who do not kno,v that we are proud of ou1 stock 
of K.G. VI ~tamp8. Blanks there are, of course, but less of these, we think, than in any other 
~:tock anrl we coulrl get together a collection ,vhich would make the average collector's teeth 
water, so whether you arE. a beginner or quite an advanced collector, our price-list, which gives 
full details of what Yi'e have, will be well worth sending for (an air letter will bring a copy by air, 
or a year's imbscription is 12s. by air, and 2s. by sea-mail) but that is not the aspect of ouF 
business which we want tu talk about this month ... it"s the new-isime service we run which is 
worth any c·ollector's attention, unless you are satisfied with the old comf\-day-go-day God-send
Sunday service, whicli might have been alright once upon a time, but which leaves you guessing 
half the time what you are going to get and the other half grieving at what you didn't get. 

Recently we received a letter from l\Ielbourne and hm·ewith an excerpt : "~fany thanks for 
new issues for June. It ,vas a pleasant surprise to see both perfs of the "Barbados Provisional" 
in the envelope, but I am a bit annoyed that I didn't take P ..... advice and join previously, 
then I would not have needed to pay you 28s. f::icl. for the Sarawak Centenary set, which my 
friend got from you at the time at face plus your commission. Anyhow I feel that I can relax 
now, for I know that tlwre is not much which gets past you." 

Precisely; although we say it ourselYes, that subscriber, and others as wt>ll, haYe no need to 
worry about new issues. They can pick up their favourite magazine, and read about all the new 
perfs and shades, and know that it's almost a cert that their next envelope of new issues will 
contain these desirable varieties. l\Iay we ask those already in some new-issue service, if they 
are already in that hi1ppy position? If our post-bag is any criterion, many cannot answer in the 
affirma tiYe. Of course, subscribers do not need to take shad1-•s or perforation varieties, postage 
dues, officials, etc., or c,ven all countries in the British Com!nonwealth of Nations, unless they 
wish, but they are there• for them, served on a platter, if they "-ant them and all you need to 
do to obtain full details, is to send an air-letter and by air wPTl send those details. Now don't 
put ?ff sending for you may miss many nice things. .Just a line by air-letter will do the tridk 
and if you also want a specimen copy of the most complete price-list of K.G. VI issues, say so, 
and we'll send you that as well, also by air-mail. 

~be <!ommontuealtb ~tamp <!op., 
7, 1Leatber 1Lane, liberpool 2: qenglanb. 

TWO S.W.A. VARIETIES 

A few blocks of each as illustrated available: Prices on application to serious collectors 

Benoni Stamp Shop 
BENONI Box 485 
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10s. Brown, grey-brown, shades. Two 
types, (a) Letters of background to left of 
the figure "1" read "SSO", Background let
ter "A" distinct in the centre of the figure 
"0" The dot after the stroke is large. (b) 
Letters of background to left of figure "1" 
read "SOU", No distinct letter in centre of 
figure "0" The dot after the stroke is small. 

20s. R~se, pale rose. This stamp is of 
the same general design as the others, but 
is larger in size (about 30 x 36 m.m. as 
against 21 x 25 m.m.). Two types not defi
nitely distinguishable. 

2nd ISSUE (1916-1922) 
( STATION OVERPRINTS-ROULETTED 

-ALL ONE COLOUR) 
Whether this issue or the next is termed 

the second, would appear t'o be a matter of 
indifference as they were in use contempo
raneously and, in any case, the only difference 
between them is that one is rnuletted and 
the other perforated. 

The earliest date of use seen is 1-7-16 
and the latest 20-6-22. 

In this issue, as in all subsequent issues, 
the stamps have various letters overprinted 
in black on them; these letters indicate the 
particula1· station at which the stamp was 
used. In this and the next (perforated) issue 
there is lots of scope for a detailed study 
of the overprints; there is no uniformity in 
the type of lettering used for the overprint
ing and even for one and the same station 
several varieties may be 'found, to say 
nothing of minor variations in spacing, de
fective letters, etc., etc. After 1922 there is 
little variety in the overprints to be found. 
This subject is not considered, however, in 
this communication. 

Roulette: This is size 7 ( to the 2 m.m.). 
It is sometimes very indistinct and th~ stamp 
just has a rough edge. As the perforation 
in the next issue is also not infrequently 
poor in quality, it often needs more than 
just a casual glance to qecide whether one 
is dealing with a rouletted or a perforated 
stamp; sometimes one is tempted to think 
one is dealing with a mixed perf. x roulette, 
but I cannot say that I have come across 
an undoubted case of this. 

Paper: This is sometimes a pure white 
woven paper, but in all values it can often 
be described as "slightly blued". 

Colour: All values are of the same colour 
basically, but there are numerous shades, 
salmon pink, brick red or brown red. 

Design: The ld. is identical in design with 
the ld. black of the first issue. The 2d., a 
new value, is of a new design, here figured. 
The other denominations, 3d., 6d., 9d., ls., 
2s., 2s. 6d., 5s., 10s. and 20s. are identical 
with those of the first issue and are obvious
ly printed from the same plates, as the same 
two types can be made out where they are 
discernible in the first issue. 

3rd ISSUE (1916-1923) 
( STATION OVERPRINTS

PERFORA TED-ONE COLOUR) 
As stated above this issue appears to have 

been in use contemporaneously with the 
second. The earliest date of use seen is the 
same, 1-7-16, and only one specimen (a 
9d. value) has been seen later than 1922, 
although it was as late as July, 1923. 

What has been stated under the second 
issue as regards overprints, paper, colour 
and design applies to this issue also. The 
only difference really is that the stamps are 
perforated instead of rouletted. The perf. 
is lH all round and it is often rough or of 
p_oor quality giving the stamp a very indis
tmct edge. 

The only denomination of which anything 
else might be noted is the 2d.; this appears 
to be scarce compared with the rouletted one. 

(To be continued.) 

WE WISH TO BUY 
SETS PACKETS KILOWARE 

SINGLE STAMPS 
As the largest wholesale stamp firm in the 

United States, we are constant buyers, in large 
wholesale quantities, of all kinds of postage 
stamps. 

Send us a detailed list of your offers, which 
will receive our prompt, careful attention. 
References will be sent on request (if you do 
not already know us) so that you may deal 
with us with complete confidence. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. Boston 17, Mass. 
U.S.A. 

ZULU WAR CAMPAIGN COVER 
The May-June "West-End Philatelist'' 

illustrates a cover from the collection of Mrs. 
E. L. Morgan. This is one from Lieut. 
Bromhead, of Rorke's Drift fame, and is en
dorsed by him "No stamps procurable". It 
shows a series of traunt postmarks. 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

144 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. Septen1ber, 1947. 

L. .. .. .. .. ·1 
SOCIETY NEWS 

····-············ 
THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 

President, Dr. A. Kaplan; Hon. Sec., Mr. J. H. 
Jenkins, P.O. Box 4967; Meetings, 2nd Tuesdays, 
Public Library, 7.45 p.m. 

At the meeting held on August 12 the exhibit 
was provided by Mr. W. Oppenheim. Ile showed 
stamps of Luxemburg. :\Ir. Oppenheim introduced 
his exhibit with a short history of the country . .Many 
of its historical events were commemorated in its 
stamps. . 

The exhibit included charity issues, German oc
cupation issues. early classics and miniature sheets. 
Some of the stamps were very beautiful, and the 
exhibit was beautifully mounted and described. All 
the specimens were perfect copies. 

l\Ir. L. Buchen spoke on the exhibit. During the 
evening it was announced that as from 1st Sep
tember, 1947, the Society would hold two meetings 
a month. The second meeting would be on the 
fourth Tuesday. (It has since then been found that 
the meeting place would not be available on the 
fourth Tuesdays, so the second meeting of each month 
will probably be on the fourth Mondays.-Ed.) 

I.I. 

* MARITZBURG PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Ohairman, C. R. Turner; Hon. Secreto.ry, R. 

Morton, P.O. Box 328, Pietermaritzburg; Meeting8, 
2nd Friday in each month at 211 Burger Street, 
7.45 p.m. 

The attendance at the August meeting was not as 
fi0Od as usual. 

Before starting the meeting our chairman referred 
to the recent death of a member, l\Ir. Dean Taylor, 
who had been suffering from indifferent health for 
some time. Members stood in silent tribute to our 
late comrade. 

The evening was an open one and we were dis
appointed that only five members brought displays 
and these all regular exhibitors; we want mo,·e ex
hibits from the ne,...-comers. 

The five exhibits shown were in good variety, 
ranging from the first issues of Holland to the 
latest pictorials of the French Empire and Liberia. 
Great interest was shown in the exhibits which were 
accompanied by introductory talks. 

During the evening rules for our new innovations, 
the monthly auction and the competition, were dis
cussed, and it was decided to have our first auction 
and competition at the September meeting. 

We were pleased to welcome to the m~P,ting 
our old friend Prof. Hattersley back from his ex
tended trip overseas. 

R.M. 

* PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, F. C. Ferguson; Elon. Sec., H. Ende

mann, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mondays, 
8 p.m., Technical College. 

7th July : An evening of short papers and talks. 
Mr. Kevan gave some notes on British Colomals of 
K.G. VI reign. 

Mr. Giovanetti showed something out-of-the-way 
in the shape of the local "Cycle Express" stamp is
sued in Western Australia during the Coo1gardie 
Gold Rush of 1894. 

Mr. Hawke gave a general talk on stamp collect
ing. Mr. Endemann read an article from an Ameri
can paper "Strange things happen on Postage 
Stamps." It dealt mainly with artists' errors in de
signs of U.S.A. stamps. l\Ir. Greenbaum provided the 
main exhibit of the evening from his outstanding 
collection of South African Air Mails. 

21st July: Dr. Reisener gave a paper on European 
Philately. Although a comparative newcomer to the 
Society, he has already revealed a wide knowledge 
of philately, and this paper dealt with many aspects 
of the subject. He followed it up with an exhibit 
of European war issues. 

B.E. 

THE JEWISH GUILD PHILATELIC SECTION 

Chairman, Dr. A. Kaplan; Hon. Secretary, l\Ir. B. 
Joseph, 143 London House, Loveday Street Johan
nesburg; Meetings, Last Thursday, Jewish Uuild 
War Memorial Hall. 

At the meeting held on July 31 there was a 
friendly competition amongst members and friends 
who collected the stamps of Austria, each competi
}~r a1towing 20 sheets. There were five competitors 

l\ir. Froelich showed stamps which illustrated the 
~!~~t\f_ of Austria. He read a paper introducing the 

Mr. Buchen showed some rarities, including the 
l0s. Dolfus, the Wipa sheet and many others. Dr. 
Kaplan also showed rarities including early issues. 
l\ir. I. Isaacs showed flown covers. Mr. ,v. Ovpen 
heim showed charity issues. All the competitors 
introduced their exhibits with short notes. A '\"ote 
was taken of all present and Mr. W. Oppenheim 
was voted the winner. Dr. A. Kaplan presented a 
prize to the winner. 

During the evening numerous stamps changed 
hands. 

I.I. 

* 
PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, Mr. G. K. Forbes i. Hon. Sec., Mr. P. G. 
Smith, 13 Trafalgar Square, .l:'0rt Elizabeth; Meet
ings, 1st and 3rd Tuesdays in Room 3, City Hall 
Basement, at 7.45 p.m. 

The attendance was good at the auction meeting 
held on the first Tuesday when Mr. Levey put up a 
large amount of packets. 

Those not sold were put forward to the business 
meeting, held on August 19. Mr. Forbes was absent 
on business, and Mr. Levey took the chair. 

The evening display was by Mr. MacMillian, who 
tabled part of his famous and wonderful first day 
air mail covers. 

There is only space to mention a few ana it fs 
hard to know which to write about as they are all 
beautiful covers. 

ThPre was one of the first flight in Italy in 1917, 
between Turin and Rome, Naples and Palermo. One 
of the double flight from London to Cherbourg, then 
by Seaplane to Ottawa on July 18, 1932, then cata
pulted from the S.S. "Empress of Britain." The first 
flight by airship from Los Angeles on October 12, 
1924. 

The cover of the Pigeon Post was very interest
ing as only 199 messages were carried at the 
Coronation of King George VI. The S.W.A. Airways 
on February 1, 1935, and S. Rhodesia official air
mail on January 28, 1932, were also represented. 

Another came from the ill-fated Europe-American 
Hindenburg flight which burst into flames when 
about to land, at the cost of 33 lives. 

A set of Canadian airmails with a tank printed 
on the cover, and one from the "City of Delhi" 
which was hogged at Broken Hill and the mail 
arrived at Croydon eight days late. 

Before putting the packets up for auction, Mr. 
Levey congratulated Mr. MacMillian for his splen
did display, and accorded him a vote of thanks. 

Five new members were admitted into the So
ciety, and the meeting closed at 9.30 p.m. 

11.E.C. 

* 
ORANGE FREE STATE AND BASUTOLAND 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, Mr. John Lewis; Hon. Secretary, Mr. 
R. G. Lyon, -Box 702, Bloemfontein; Meetings, 3rd 
Fridays each month. Oranje Koffiehuis, Bloemfontein, 
7.30 p.m. 

At the July meeting, three interesting exhibits 
were given: Some outstanding "U.S.A. Errors" by 
Mr. M. Liss, a number of interesting "combination" 
and other covers by Mr. H. Gunning, and more sec
tions of the "geographic" collection by Mr •. R. A. 
Brown. A motion to join the B.P.A. was carried, 
after every member had voiced his opinion in this 
regard. Two new members were enrolled. 

( Continued, on. page 137) 
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PHILATELIC CONGRESS. 
A Congress of the Philatelic Federation of 

Southern Africa will be held at East London 
on the evening of Thursday, 15th January, 
and on Friday, 16th January, 1948, und_er t~e 
auspices of the East London Philatelic 
Society. 

DELEGATES 
Every affiliated Society may be represented 

by delegates at Congress as follows:-

( a) Each Society under 25 members by one 
delegate. 

(b) Each Society of 25 and under 
hers by two delegates. 

50 mem-

(c) Each Society of 50 and under 
hers by three delegates. 

75 mem-

(d) Each Society of 75 
by four delegates. 

or more members 

Any philatelist may attend Congress, but 
only official delegates may vote. The names 
of official delegates should be sent to the 
Honorary Secretary-Treasurer of the Fede
ration, 'Mr. N. Welsford, P.O. Box 4077, 
Johannesburg, before the 1st January, 1948. 

Every Society sending delegates must also 
send to Mr. W. J. Gillespie, Secretary of the 
East London Philatelic Society, P.O. Box 673, 
East London, a sum equal to 5s. pe·r delegate. 

NOTICES OF MOTION 
Any Notices of Motion for insertion in the 

Agenda of Congress must be sent to the 
Honorary Secretary-Treasurer of the Federa
tion by 1st December, 1947. 

CONGRESS AW ARD 
Societies should notify their members of 

the Congress Award for the best paper on a 
Southern African subject. A copy of any 
paper to be read at Congress must be sent to 
the Honorary Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Federation by 15th December, 1947, but it is 

desirable that the author should be present 
in person to read the paper at Congress. 

ROLL OF HONOUR 
Nominations for the Roll of Honour of 

South African Distinguished Philatelists 
should be sent to the Honorary Secretary
Treasurer of the Federation by 1st Decem
ber, 1947. All nominations should be accom
panied by fully detailed information. The 
person nominated must be or must have been 
a philatelist distinguished by philatelic re
search work, philatelic journalistic work, or 
by good service in connection with the Fede
ration or Constituent Societies. 

SKINNER CUP 
Nominations for the award of the Skinner 

Cup must be sent to the Honorary Secretary
Treasurer of the Federation by 1st December, 
1947. This cup is awarded by Congress to 
the person who is considered to have done 
the best v,ork in connection with philately 
since the previous Congress, such person to 
hold the cup until the next Congress. 

AFFILIATION DUES 
Constituent Societies are reminded that 

their delegates will only be in good standing 
if the Society's affiliation dues are fully paid 
up. The dues are 10s. for every 25 members 
or part thereof. 

ACCOMl\lODA TION 
Anyone proposing to attend Congress and 

wishing to have accommodation reserved is 
advised to communicate with the Exhibition 
Secretary, East London Philatelic Society, 
P.O. Box 198, East London, as soon as pos
sible, stating his wishes. 

Further information will be given later. 
(Signed) N. WELSFORD, 

Honorary Secretary. 

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S ST AMPS 
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UNION NOTES. 
No Royal Wedding Stamp 

There has been some talk of a commemo
rative for the wedding of H.R.H. Princess 
Elizabeth, but now it has been announced that 
no such issue will take place. It is stated 
in the public press that a factor influencing 
the Post Office fo making this decision was 
that there have been too many specia l stamps 
of recent years, since 1938. 

Machine Canceller Error 
Mr. C. Calitz reports an error in a Mossel 

Bay machine cancellation: one date stamp 
reads "Mossel Bay 15.VIII.47", the other 
"Mossel Baai 15.XII.4 7". He also forwards 
a piece with one whole and two portions of 
roll id. stamps, which passed through as 
paying a Hd. rate. The two portions of 
stamps look as if they had been badly sepa
rated in a slot machine. 

Adhesive Parcel Labels 
Mr. R. Axer notes that these labels are 

now being printed on white paper instead 
of yellow; to date this is the case in Durban, 
Cape Town and Johannesburg. Mr. J. F. 
Fick also notes a change in the Johannes
burg N.C.R. 3 label, the earliest observed 
being 23.7.47. 

ltd. Bantam Double Roulette 
A London dealer is advertising this variety 

(wrongfully, as usual, calling it "Roulette 
13~" when it is really double rouletted 6 3/ 4) 
at ls. 6d. a pair, whe1·eas he is charging 
15s. for a pair single rouletted. He must 
have laid in a big stock of the initial print
ing. 

Union Catalogue 
A limited number of copies are still avail

able, but not very many. They may· be ob
tained from stamp deale1·s and booksellers 
in the Union or direct fro'm Mr. G. Milner 
Palmer, c/o T_he Philatelic Society of Natal, 
P.O. Box 588J Durban. 

id. With Brownish Centre 
Mr. Robert E. Oakes, of the African Col

lectors' Exchange, reports the ld. stamp as 

bci1rn· 011 sale with the slrii, in browui~h
black (as. the Springbok's head recently was 
in the ~d. stamp) instead of the usual grey
black or definite black. 

Smaller Sized 2d. Royal Visit Stamps 
In our July issue the finding of S.W.A. ld. 

Royal Visit Stamps with perforations so 
close that the overall height of the stamps 
was reduced by 1.5 mm. was reported, and it 
was presumed that these could be found in 
unoverprinted Union stamps. 

Mrs. M. N. de Vos, of 4 Transvaal House, 
New Redruth, Alberton, Transvaal, has sub
mitted 2d. Unions, showing the same feature 
perforations so close to the design that the 
overall height is reduced by from 1.5 to 2 
m.m. This occurs in printings of the 2d. 
from both cylinders. 

Incidentally it may be mentioned that Mrs. 
de Vos also sent price lists of British Colonial 
and foreign stamps in which she deals. 

ld. Stamp Varieties 
Referring to notes in our last two issues, 

Mr. J. B. Levy, of Bloemfontein, submits 
specimens . of the b1:oken frame, and of the 
same retouched (stamp No. 2 of sheet). This 

'l'op pair shows the broken framed line, 
bottom pair shows it r etouched. 

occurs in recent printings from Plate 14, size 
of st~mp 18 x 22 m.m., perf. gutter 2 m.m., 

l!Jntt1lltlllt1tn11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111u11111111111111111111111111111111111 11111111111111111111111111111111111111u,uuruuu,uuuul=J 

Fine British fJ0l011ials : 
Selections of the above are sent on approval to serious collectors against references. 

Range I. Early issues, which can be selected from at one-third 
of catalogue price. 

Range 2. Modern issues (1900 on) in mint state, mostly at 
50% off catalogue. 

Range 3. Modern issues ( 1900 on) superb used, mostly at 50% 
off catalogue. 

= J. BIRD, 116, Highlands Heath, London, S.W.15, England 
a .. ,, .. ,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,1,u,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

1
,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 11,,,1,,,,,,,1,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,1,,,Iil 
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FINE ·ALBUMS 
FOR 

FINE COLLECTIONS 

The albums listed below are the fin0st now !wing produred. 'l'hey ai:e all !oose-_leaf with 
quadrille printed leaves without names of countries and are, therefore, smtable for either. one
eountry collertions or, with the use of gummed nanws of countrif'&, for g-roup or. gPnf'ral rollect10ns. 
They are all of pre-war quality and extrci .leaves for all of them can be supplied. 

"BURLEIGH." Peg-fitting, 1vith 73 stiff double linen~hingerl intf'rh'aVNl pages. 
imitation leather nrn.rone cover. Price 41/6, postage 2/3 extra. 

Attractive 

"ROOSEVELT/' P('g fitting, with 50 hinged Bristol pages, interleaved. Imitation leather 
rov0r in blue, red or gree11. Supplied in, attractive slip-in case. Price (iO/-, postage 3/3 extra. 

"GOVERNOR." A superior peg-fitting album with extra large leaves, 30 gilt-edg,ed J:rist_ol 
hoard linen-hinged pages. Cover has dark green sides and blnck back and cornns. Supplied 111 
fine slip-in case. Unin1erleaved £5 10/-, interleaved £5 12/-, postage 4/6 extra. 

"PORTLAND." Sp~·inghack, with dark marone or dark green cover. 'rhis fine British album 
is available in the following styles: 

"'ith 100 fine quality ordinary type leases, with or without ornamental border around the 
pages, nninterleaved 41/- each, interleaved 4:\/- each, postage 2/3 extra. 

,vith 75 liiwn-hinged leaYes, with or without ornamental border around pages, uninter
leayed 51/6, int«:>r1ean,d 54/6, postage :!/3 extra. 

De Luxe erlition with 1\Iorocco cover, with 75 linen-hinged leaYes, with or without 
ornamental border around pages, uninterleaved £5, interlf'nYed £5 3s., postage 2/3 extra. 

(When ordering "Portland" albums please state type of page required). 

".JET BLACK SPECIALIST." Peg-fitting. As the name irnplie.s this is an album with black 
pages, ideal for showing up early imperforates to the I best advantage. E'ifty black card interleaved 
double linen-hinged pal-!es. Supplied in fine slip-in cai,e. Ohtainahle with red, blue or green 
cover. Price 61/-, postage 3/3 extra. 

If you would like to see sample pages before deciding whirh album to purchase we will be 
gla"rl to send them, but, to partly coYer cost, must make a small charge for same, Which will be 
rPfunded if the samples are returned to ns. Prices of samples. including postage: "Burleigh,!' 
"Portland," "Roosevelt" and "Jet Specialist," 6d. each; "Governor" 10d. 

All the albums listed aboye are of the usual large size, 'ex:cept the "GoYernor," which is extra 
large. 

Jlostage rates shown nre for transmiia;sion hy insured parc<>l post to addresses in the Union 
and Protectorates: to S. Rhodesia please add uO per cent. and to N. Rhodesia 100 per cent. to 
postage rates mentioned. 

CHEAPER, BUT GOOD QUALITY, LOOSE LEAF ALDU:i.\IS: \Ve have the finest range in the 
country of these ( over 20 kinds) and our prices are lower than those charged by booksellers and 
part-time dealers. Prices range from 8/<i to 34:/6, and we f'.Ujrgest that the best way to decide 
upon which album suits ;your purpose is to obtain a set of sampl" pages, with full details, from us. 
'l'<_> partly cover C?St and postage we make a eharge of 1/6 for the set of samples, but the amount 
will be refunded if they are returned to us. 

All goorls supplied by us are adequately packed and reach customers in perfect condition. 

T NA~1E~ 0]' COT~TRIES (Whole World) for use in loose-leaf albums. For white page albums: 
Names 111 light lettermg 2/-, names in heaYier lettering 2/6. For use in black page albums 3/(i. 
Postage 4d. per book extra. 

We have i1i stock every tvpe of philatelic accessory. Let 11s 7.noitJ your irnnts and ice icill quote. 

~ 

ROBERTSON STAMP CO. (PTY.), LTD. ii 
P.O. Box 5826. J O H A N N E S 8 U R G Telephone 33-1454 II 

!ii 

/j/ . 

Shop 14, Old Arcade, 100 Market Street, 
Telegrams : Robstampco. 

I' 
1\ 
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marginal arrows of Type 7 as shown in the 
Union Catalogue p. 48. Incidentally Plate 
14 stamps were used to a limited extent for 
the Kenya provisional, commoner, however, 
were stamps from Plate 13, which were of 
the intermediate size, 18½ x 22! m.m., and 
perf. gutter 1 3/ 4. 

He also sends specimens from a later plate 
(? 15). In this the sheet starts with an 
English stamp, not an Afrikaans one; the 
marginal arrows are of Type 9 in the Union 
Catalogue; the paper is a purer white, not 
the slightly creamy white of the previous 
stamp.:"l and the Pl. 14 flaws have gone, but 
there is a small "cloud" at the top of sun's 
rays in Stamp No. 5 of the 2nd. row. 

~ ew 1 ½d, "Official" 
The Robertson Stamp Co., Johannesburg, 

submits specimens of the small mine dump 
Hd. now on issue, overprinted with "Offisieel" 
at the left and "Official" at the right, both 
reading vertically downwards. 

Swissair Flight Flop 
Under this heading, the "Gibbons' Stamp 

Monthly" reports that the Swissair flight, 
which we chronicled last month, was a flop 
for Swiss aero-philatelic collectors. Bags of 
philatelic covers were sent, with a request 
that they be backstamped in Johannesburg 
and sent 12_ack to Switzerland by the return 
flight. The postal authorities here refused 
to stamp the mail as they regarded it as a 
fantastic waste of time to stamp mail ( or 
rather, empty envelopes!) addressed to any
where but South Africa. It is understood that 
the Swiss postal authorities put their own 
backstamps on when the plane took the con
signment back. 

Best British Designs 
Gibbons' competition, by voting, for the 

best stamp designs issued since the beginning 
of the war, resulted in the New Zealand 9d. 
Peace, 1946, coming first, the Hong Kong 
1946 Victory second and the South African 
3d. Royal Visit, 1947, third. 

* TRANSJORDAN 
A commemorative set of 9 values is due for 

issue on November 1 in honour of the first 
Parliament. 

_BUY BRITISHI 
One of the finest offers of our current 1iRt is 
,,, complete collection of George VI current 
colonials: 51 eolo11i<'s and territories, •mint 
lowest to 1!ig11c.~t value-", beautifully mounted 
·in de lu.rc loo8e-leaf album, uns11rpas.sed 
beauty and superb investment •value for £70. 

Carriage vaid to your doorstep. 
But we can also supply short sets and singles. 

A postcard brings you our price list frPe. 

J. MARTIN, 
69, Henley Avenue, North Cheam, 

Surrey, England. 
I. 

I 

A NEW ZEALAND NOTE 
The new G~orge VI stamps have just been 

issued and it is generally conceded that they 
constitute a colourful and attractive set. The 
designs of the lower values ( up to and in
cluding the 9d. vaJue) are a little drab and 
uninteresting, but the shades are particu
larly pleasing, although some of the values 
are inclined to be just a little confusing to 
the post office counter staffs. The high values 
in a larger format and with two attractively 
combined colours are something of an inno
vation for the Dominion. Altogether the set 
mounts well on an album page. The higher 
values, ls., ls. 3d., 2s. and 3s, are peculiar 
in that the ls. has an upright watermark 
while the other three have a sideways water
mark. In the "Official" set both the ls. and 
2s. values have the upright watermark and 
it must be reasonably presumed that the four 
values have both forms of watermarks. Thus 
there are extras already for the observant 
and careful collector. It is unde1·stood that 
this set is planned for a ten year period and 
therefore colours and papers are for certain 
going to be the subject of variations with 
future reprintings. It is the intention of the 
Department to issue certain Commemorative 
Sets during the currency of this set and it 
has already been announced that during 1948 
three stamps will be issued to commemorate 
the centenary of the establishment of the 
Province of Otago. Otago with its chief town, 
Dunedin, a11d including Lakes Wanaka and 
'Y akatipu, is one of the most beautiful pro
vmces of New Zealand. Its early history is 
associated with the fine band of settlers who 
came from Scotland and made Otago the 
Little Scotland of the South and Dunedin a 
beautiful mi!1iature of lov~lY Edinburgh. A 
commemorative set is fully justified as a tri
bute to the achievements of those fine pio
neers. 

E. G. Cowell. 

WE WISH T,O BUY, 

Sets 

Packets 

Single 
Stamps 

Kiloware 
H E. 

As the largest wholesale stamp 
firm in the United States, we are 
constant buyers, in wholesale 
quantities, of all kinds of 
postage stamps. 

_Send us _a detailPd list of your 
offers, winch will rPceive out· 
prompt, careful attention. Ref
erences will be sent on request 
(if you qo not already know us) 
80 that you may deal with us 
with complete confidence. 

HARRIS & CO. 
BOSTON 17. MASS. U.S.A. 

B.BAZIL 

Dr. M. de Sanctis reports a 40c issue in 
June in honour of the visit of the President 
of Chile to Brazil. It features the President 
and a part map of South America with a 
line joining the capitals _(!f the two countries. 
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Dbat ~ jf ool 1J f!,abe jieen. 
LONDON S.E.2.3, 

Dear Siri,, Aug. 8th, 1947. 
Please find endosed chef]ue fo1· £14 4s. 6d. and list of stamps required from your August price

list. I have noticed your adverts for some time but took them with a grain of salt, as I do all 1mch 
things. You claimed that your stock was the most comprehensive, etc., but that sounded too tall to 
be true. . 

However, early last month I was discussing stamps with a friend I had not seen for some time. 
My moan was that my collection had got to the stage where I could only add new issues, for though 
I had combed the city I could find none of the stamps I was short of. 

My friend asked if I had tried you, and my reply was that I did not like dealing through the 
post, as I had had too many experiences of where I had to take stamps I didn't want, but his answer 
to that was that if you offered anything I was almost certain to get it, or my cash would be back 
by return of post. 

I sent for your list and you got an order which you completed. I sent you a second order off 
a list which was then old and got all except a smrill item and your vostal order cleared thRt and 
now I have complete confidence, particularly as I hrive spoken to a friend who has had sathrfactory 
dealings with you for years. 

My trouble now is that I am finding too much stuff and having noted what you apparently send 
out to your new is::;ne sub1wribers, I would be ~lad if you will also send me a copy of your rules. 
Also please send a list to M1·. L.. . . . What a fool I have been not to have written before. 

Yours faithfully, L.'l'. 
That's one letter we received recently and coming from a man who is in close touch with the 

philatelic centre of the world, we felt some of our oversea collectors might like to see it, moreover they 
C:an be sure of the same service as we give to home customers. 

Our list costs two shillings a year by sea and twelve by air (though we'll gladly send a copy 
on receipt of an air letter and send it by air, too) and the number of air subscribers we have proves 
it worth if you are a KG VI collector (we cater for no others). ,ve'd like to send also a copy of our 
new issue rulee. Dealing as we do in KG VJ stamps only, there would be no excuse (and there isn't) 
if our new issue service wasn't absolutely first class. It is, and so thinks the editor of a well-known 
philatelic magazine, who is a paying member. Let's have that air letter. You'll never regret it. 

Finally we want to buy mint, South African 1938 Voortrekkers and 2d. Nos. 44b and 58. Spot 
cash or credit. 

t1rbe <!Commontuealtb ~tamp <!Cop., 
7, 1Ltatbtr 1Lant, l.ibtrpool 2: qf nglanb. 

QUALITY -THE _HIGHEST 
Stamps for the Specialist and the General Collector 

If you are interested in CLASSICS ask for our list of RARITIES. 

If a General Collector, then we are confident that our MONTHLY LIST of 
BRITISH EMPIRE STAMPS ·will be of interest. These lists are sent on 
application, post free by ordinary post, or by Air Mail at 1/- per copy, 12/- for 
12 months. 

We deal in stamps of all the world, and all stamps are sold subject to the 
buyer's satisfaction against cash or British referenc~. Our stock is a large one, 
and we are pleased tio send selections of any country to responsible collectors. 

STATE YOUR WANTS 
British Empire stamps from Queen Victoria to King George VI. 

H. E. WINGFIELD, 
392 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2., ENGLAND. 

Phone TEMple Bar 4136 

149 
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The Channel Islands Posts and Stamps 
1940-1945 

By A. G. LANGLOIS, Guernsey. 

jllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll!IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIE 

Lying in tl:e Bay of St. ~alo, close to th.e 
Cotentin Penmsula on which stands Che1-
bourg, the Channel Islands are the last of 
the lands of the Duchy of Normandy and 
from the days of the Conquest they haye 
retained their constitution, customs and m
dependence. The King of England, in addi
tion to being Sovereign, is also known as 
"Our Duke". 

The Channel Islands consist of Jersey ( 45 
square miles), Gue1·nsey (25 square miles), 
Alderney (9 square miles), Sark (5 
square miles) and other smaller islets, 
Herm, Brechou, J ethou, Lihou and Ber-· 
hou. The population in . pre-war days 
approximated 100,000, of which !30_,000 were 
domiciled in Jersey and the remammg 40,000 
in the group of islands around Guernsey, 
although the islets are for the most part un
inhabited. In J ersev the industries are pota
to and tomato growing out-of-doors, farming, 
and catering for visitors from the mainlands. 
In Guernsey tomatoes are grown in glass
houses heated to provide the right tempera
ture for high-grade fruit; thousands of these 
glass-houses provide a living fo1· a large 
number of the population, who also produce 
choice grapes and melons under glass. Flowers 
are also grown and these are on the English 
market weeks before the mainland crops are 
available. Guernsey is also a holiday resort 
and a yachting centre. The islands have a 
very famous breed of cattle, known throu.e;h
out the world for their excellent breeding 
record and high yield of butter fat. 

From May to October the Channel Islands 
are the Mecca for holiday-makers from all 
over Great Britain and ships run daily to 
and from the porb;; of Southampton carry
ing the visitors. whilst nlanes from Croydon, 
Eastleigh and Reading- have regular servicef'I 
to the aerodromes at Alderney, Guernsey and 
Jersey. 

The islands are administered by local 
governments named "States", Guernsey con
trolling the group of islands within its 
"Bailiwick". Both .Jersey and Guernsey have 
a "Bailiff" who sits at the head of the States 
and is also the head of the Roval Court. 
These local parliaments are administered 
under their old Norman laws-modified and 
modernised to meet present day needs. Crown 
officers representing Great Britain have 
various duties in the Islands such as 1·eceiving
monies due to the Crown for Government 
property, legal matters and. representation of 
the Crown on ml\.tters concerning' the British 

Government. The various state dE;partments 
are controlled by a Stat.es Superv1s_or under 
whom all the public services and mamtenance 
works are carried out. The islands ha~e 
their own independent Income Tax Authori
ty Customs and Excise and other taxes and 
ta~iffs. The only public service which is 
not under the jurisdiction of the Island Par• 
liaments is the post office, which is run _under 
the control of the South W est~rn Region . of 
the British Postal System ai:d 1s staffed. ~1th 
personnel serving under mamland conditions 
and appointed to their positions in the same 
way as their mainland colleagues. The stamps 
used for postage purposes are those of Great 
Britain and the postal charges are at the 
inland rate. The Channel Islands are the 
only part of the Empire which have TI<? sta~ps 
of their own, although they are entirely m-
dependent in other matters. . 

On the 28th June, 1940, the German air 
forces la~ched attacks on the undefended 
towns and harbours of St. Relier, Jersey and 
St. Peter Port, Guernsey, killing and wound
ing people strolling around the harbour walks 
and growers shipping their tomatoes on to 
cargo boats. Two days later fighters, bombers 
and troop-carriers landed on the airports of 
Guernsey and Jersey and the five years occu
pation had begun. 

Commandeering everything which they set 
their hearts on, the Germans were soon over
lording the only part. of the British ~m~ire 
ever to fall into their hands. By billetmg 
their troops in civilian houses and with the 
families of Channel Islanders, they safe
guarded their forces from attack and were 
able to build up their formidable defences, 
coastal defences against sea attack and ter
rific anti-aircraft protection against attack 
from the air. The airports were used for 
the launching of raids on the English coast 
and it was a very sad experience for those 
in the islands whose families had evacuated 
to the mainland prior to the occupation to 
think that their own people were being 
bombed and machine-gunned by aircraft based 
back in their home islands. However, there 
was some satisfaction in seeing the huge gaps 
in the German formations. which had been 
tom by those battle of Britain pilots before 

· ail(l after each attempt made to blitz Britain 
out of existence. Several times the Nazis 
were sure that a final onslaught was to be 
made to conquer England and their anger 
knew no limits when they were chaffed by 
the islanders about the delay in carrying out 
the plan of which they were so cocksure. 
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The majority of the post office staffs had 
stayed on in the Channel Islands to render 
what postal and telegraph services they could 
and in the absence of an order for a general 
evacuation stayed on in the occupation; in 
charge of the post offices were Mr. 0. A. 
Mourant (Jersey) and Mr. H. C. Chapell 
(Guernsey) and they succeeded in maintain
ing their postal services without German in
tervention throughout the occupation. For 
their services each of these officers were 
awarded the M.B.E. and were appointed Head 
Postmasters of their relative districts. 

It soon became apparent in Guernsey that 
stocks of English postage stamps would be
come exhausted, particularly the ld. and id. 
and the Postmaster of Guernsey sought the 
assistance of the Guernsey Press Company 
with a view to producing stamps locally. De
signs of the Guernsey coat-of-arms were 
drawn by Mr. E.W. Vaudin of the Press and 
when accepted, were submitted, through the 
Bailiff of Guernsey, to the German Komman
dant for permission to print the stamps. The 
Kommandant appeared to be in no hurry to 
grant permission and submitted the whole 
scheme to Paris for consideration by a higher 
authority; it is thought that the Germans 
were toying with the idea of a Nazi stamp 
issue for the Channel Islands, but that as 
the High Command had more important 
things in hand at the moment, gave the neces
sary permission for Guernsey to produce its 
own stamps after a considerable delay. Mean
while it was found that stocks of ld. had 
become exhausted and it was decided to bi
sect the 1·emaining stocks of 2d. English 
stamps for use as penny postage. On the 
24th December, 1940, notices in the local 
newspapers indicated that " ... prepayment 
. . . can be effected by using one half of a 
2d. stamp, provided that the division is made 
by cutting the stamp diagonally ... " As no 
postal business was transacted on Xmas Day 
or Boxing Day, the first day on which these 
bi-sected stamps were usecl was the 27th 
December, 1940, and the period of validity 
c.ontinued for two months, when on the 17th 
February, 1941, the following notice appeared 
in the local press: 

NOTICE-POSTAGE STAMPS 
. As from 9.0 a.m. on Tuesday, the 18th 
mstant, penny postage stamps will be avail
able for purchase at the Head Post Office, 
Smith St., and at all sub-offices in the Baili
wic~ where money order or savings bank 
busmess is normally transacted. 

The present arrangement whereby 2d. 
stamps, c?t diagonally, provide for penny 
postage will cease on Saturday, the 22nd in
stant. , 

H. C. CHAPELL, Acting Head Postmaster. 
Guernsey. 
17.2.41 
Genehmigt (approved). 
N ebenstelle, Guernsey. 
der Feld Kommandantur 515. 

I. V. DR BROSCH 
Kriegsverwal tungs-Assess01; 
den 17 Fehr. 1941, 

As country letter boxes were not due for 
clearance until the early morning of the 24th 
letters bearing bisected stamps, posted in 
these letter boxes, were accepted without sur
charge and were dated the 24th February 
and are therefore the actual last day covers 
-there are very few of these. 

The new penny stamps, the first postage 
stamp to be produced in the Channel Islands, 
was duly placed on sale on the 18th of Febru
ary and created widespread interest. 240,000 
had been printed on white gummed paper 
made by Messrs. Samuel Jones and Co., Ltd., 
London. The plates were produced by Mr. 
C. H. Toii1s and the printing carried out un
der the control of Mr. P. LeMoal both of 
the Guernsey Press Company and under the 
supervision of a senior post office official. As 
there were 23,000 civil population and ap
proximately 20,000 enemy garrison, it is re
markable that the first issue of stamps lasted 
four months (less than 6 stamps per head) 
and this during a period when there was no 
transport and the population had only the 
post to keep them in touch with each other; 
also statements and official returns of pro• 
perty and goods were constantly being called 
for and amounted to thousands of postal 
items. It is estimated that over 10,000 letters 
passed weekly through the Guernsey post 
office, some thousand of these going to Jersey. 
Many of the stamps (and this applied to all 
other Channel Islands issues) were destroyed 
after use as a result of the envelope short
age-covers were used many times and when 
torn and dirty had to be discarded and were 
by then of no philatelic value. 

Returning to the bi-sect for a moment it 
must be pointed out that 2d. stamps of Geo. 
V, Geo. VI and the Centenary issues were all 
valid for bi-section, but that the last two 
named types only were available at post 
offices. Geo V stamps bisected are very rare 
and were only used by those who had mint 
2d. stamps in their possession, in stamp col
lections or in offices where there had been 
little use for them in recent years. Most of 
these rarer bisects are to be found with first 
d_ay postmarks. as the two hoiidays provided 
time for lookmg them out and preparing
covers for their use. 

At the end of 1940 the post office had to 
mak_e arrangements for "41" type for the 
conung year and whilst it was possible to 
o?tain lead n~mbers for hand stamps, no steel 
die for machJne cancelling stamps could be 
found. A novel method was adopted and the 
"0". of "40:' was filed until only a curved 
motif Temamed and so for some time the 
year. was shown as "4)". Later it was found 
possible to obtain steel type from J ersev. 
. On the 7th April, 1941, a ~d. stamp \vas 
issued to replace the now exhausted stock 
of British half-penny stamps. These stamps 
bore the same design with altered price tablet 
and were green; in this case also 240,000 
s~a.mps were produced under the same con
d1t1011s as that of the penny stamp but with 
one additional difficulty. There was no more 
gummed paper and each sheet had to be hand
gummed before printing-a long and arduous 
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BRITISH COLONIALS 
• 

Let me know your interests 
and requirements. 

• 
An extensive stock of the better grade 
stamps always available. \Vant lists 
receive prompt attention, and ap
proval selections are willingly sent to 

responsible collectors. 

• 
38, Lancaster Gardens, 

Clacton-on-Sea, England. 

111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,1111111: 

BRITISH COLONIAL 

NEW 

SERVICE 
FOR 

MINT and/or USED 

• 
Send for particulars : 

E. s~ JAMES, 
Rl,1$TINGTON, 

SUSSEX ENGLAND 

.,111111111111,,, ... ,,!'ll!l!!!fl!ll!'l!!!!'!!!'"''''''''''''"''''''''i,1111111,11,,,,,,,,.~ 

thank you 
THE JJRlTISJi PHl LATELIC 

ASSUCI.JTIOS 
uf 3 Berner~ Street_, London) ff.1., 

]<.,'nglanrt 

take this ovportunity of expressing 
their sincere thunks to all those who 
helped to compile the exhibit of 
stumps of the Union of South 
Africa, submitted by the Philatelic 
Federation of Southern Africa for 
the British Philcttelic Exhibition, 
1947, being held in London, Glasgow 

and Manchester . 

. .. dankie 
(Philatelists should apply to the 

Secretary for Details of Membership). 

MONTHLY APPROVAL SELECTIONS 
are amongst the features of our 

FOREIGN 
NEW ISSUE SERVICE 

Xo deposit necessary but subscribn·s are 
required to settle within two days of receipt 

of selections. 
Subscriptions are accepted for any of the 

following groups :-
P..\ . .All Poreign Issues available. 
FD. 8pecial New Issues 011ly, viz., Air 

stamps, Commemoratives, Pictorials, 
Provisionals, Souvenir Sheets, Red CroRs 
stamps, etc., etc. (Please indicate re
quirements.) 

FC. New Issnes of individual countries. 
(Please indicate countries requir0d.) 

Stamps will be offered at face value or cost 
to us, plus commission. 

Under present conditions we cannot, of course, 
guarantee to supply ever11 newly issued stamp, 
and the rnt(:: over face value at which we 
supply is bound to vary, b11t it is our aim 
to make distributions as comprehensive as 
possible and to charge not more than is 
necessary in order to maintain an efficient 

Service. 
App Ii cations should be accompanied by two 
references and full particulars given as to 

requirements. 

DAVID FIELD LTD. 
Stamp Dealers since 188-1 

7 VIGO ST., LONDON, W.I 
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procedure. Perforating also took up a con
siderable time as sheets had to be passed 
seven times through the perforating machine 
and although every effort was made to ensure 
good centre perforations, there were ~ ~ew 
cases of misplaced perf s. and even n11ssmg 
ones. Misplaced and missing perfs. are 
worth collecting as they tell the story (?f the 
great difficulties under which the prmters 
produced these stamps without: ~ny of the 
facilities available to stamp prmtmg firms. 

Frnm time to time it was suggested that 
a 2Qd. stamp was badly needed and that at 
least three stamps were needed for the pre
payment of a letter where one only need be 
used, but it was not until 1944, when paper 
and gum supplies were practically exhausted, 
that the postal authorities agreed to issue 
a 2hl. stamp. The German authorities, how
ever, insisted that the stamps be rationed and 
notices were displayed at all post offices, in
dicating that ten stamps only could be bought 
in any one transaction; these became known 
as the "rationed 2½d. stamp". The first 2~d. 
stamp was issued on the 12th April. 1944, 
but with the printing of 115,000 in October 
came the end of all the necessary material 
and gradually stocks of stamps dwindled to 
nothing in early 1945; from then until the 
Liberation letters could be handed in at all 
post offices for franking with the "Official 
Paid" stamp, the money being collected over 
the counter. 

After Liberation the use of Channel Islands 
stamps was permitted by the British Govern
ment for postage through.out the world until 
the 13th April, 1946, when it was decided 
that the normal British issue should suffice 
the postal needs of the islands. Efforts are 
now being made for a pictorial issue for the 
Channel Islands on similar lines to tho::e 
issued in the Colonies; should this ever come 
about it is impossible to foreca~t what cata
logue values will be placed on the first Chan
nel Islands stamps or the bisects. They are 
now listed in S.G. Part I of 1947, an<l as 
their history becomes known, are rapidly be
coming popular with collectors of G.B. and 
British Colonials. 

There are several shades of the hi. and ld. 
stamps which are described as accurately as 
possible in the following table: 

;d. ld. 
Emerald Green Car111ine 
Blue Greeen Dark Red 
Grass Green (watermarks) 

(watermarks) Orange Red 
Yellow Green Magenta Red 
Sage Green Deep Magenta Red 
Olive Green 
Dark Yellow Green 

The different shades were due to the fact 
that the printers were obliged to use what
ever inks were available at the time of print
ing and it was extremely difficult to match 
the dyes received from the Continent. 

(To be contint1ed), 

GREAT BRITAIN 
with a fine and extensive range of 
all issues, figures pr9minently in 

our Sale of the 

18th October, 1947 
together with good British E'mpire 
collections, s•ets and single rarities. 
Also offered is a Foreign collection 
broken up into countries, and 

other suitable lots. 
Catalogue of Sale 6d., or Ss. for one year 

EASTBOURNE 
STAMP AUCTIONS 

LIMITED 

South Street, Eastbourne. 
Sussex England. 

WANT·ED 
For World Collection to 1933 Issues 

2941 
ST.AMPS ONLY 
Prindpally unpopular countries 

and rarities. 

Mint for preference. 

Want lists upon applicat-ion. 

TRANSVAAL-rarities for 
specialised collection. 

Good prices for good copies, 

Box 2437, Johannesburg. 
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i SOME OLD o.v.s. ITEMS I 
?',,1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,111111111,,; 

Seeing our S.O.S. in August for more copy, 
Mr. E. White, Johannesburg, who has some 
old Orange Free State material of consider
able historical interest amongst his other col
lections, kindly invited me to see his trea
sures and gave me permission to put them on 
record. Here are some of them: 

(1) A fourth "Bcfaalcl" handstwmp 
Mr. Jurgens has already described three 

letter stamps of the pre-adhesive period_ of 
the O.V.S. (S.A. Philatelist, 1943, p. 100 and 
1946, pp. 32 and 192) from Bloemfontein, 
Winburg and Smithfield respectively. A fourth 
can now be added from Fauresmith. 

This mark is 25 mm. in diameter as 

against the .2(5 mm. of the Bloemfontein and 
Winburg marks, and the 28 mm. of the 
Smithfield one; the letters being 2~ mm. high. 
It is on a cover addressed to Bloemfontein, 
and in the centre of the mark it is dated 
in M/S 30/ 9/5G. 

The cover also has a 1d. Cape triangular 
stamp, which is not cancelled in any way. 
Just why the stamp is there at all is not 
obvious, but Mr. White said the reasons for 
its not being cancelled might be one., or both, 
of two. His explanation may sound rather 
like a fairy tale, but he assured me it was 
to be taken seriously, as it came from his 
talks · with a number of old-time postmasters. 

The reasons were, or might have been (a) 
Because the postmasters didn't like spoiling 
the picture of the pretty lady on the Cape 
triangular gtamps, and (bj perhaps more im
portant, because if they defaced the stamp 
much it made it rather difficult to use the 
stamp again for postal purposes! Apparent
ly it \Vas quite a common practice in these 
days to soak off the stamps and use them 
a second time and the sympathies of the 
postmasters were more with the public than 
with their employers, the postal department. 

(2) Embossed Re1.-'enue StamJJs ctpparently 
u.sed as "I'osta{Je Dues." 

Mr. \Vhite has several covers which curry 
embossed revenue stamps as well as adhesive 
postage stamps. It cannot be said with ab
solute certainty that the former are there 
as 1·eceipts for "postage due", but it looks 
like it. The illustration shows part of the 
cover with a Cape 4d. stamp, sent from Cape 
Town on Oc 20/74, addressed to Harrismith 

(via Bloemfontein). On the left top corner 
is a deep olive revenue stamp with embossed 
wording "Oranje Vrij Staat/-Z;egel/Van/F..;en/ 
Shilling". This can be made out with a hand 
lens, but will probably not be apparent in 
the photograph. 

( 3) Fiscal Stnmps pcirtially used 

In the S.A. Philatelist 1944, pp. 4, 41 an,1 
73 the question of whether O.V.S. fiscal 
stamps were ever used postally was well ven
tilated, as was the question of the use of 

the boxed 1· GEREGISTREERD I as a postal 

mark. 
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A few blocks of each as illustrated available: Prices on application to serious collectors 

Benoni Stamp Shop 
BEN9NI Box 485 ,i 

I' 
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WEEKLY ST AMP 
AUCTION SALES 
CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 

Postal bids accepted 

EVERY 
TUESDAY 

12.45 - 2 p.m. 

• 
Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

HUGH M,. THOMPSON' JOHANN1ESBURG LTD. 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

124, MARSHALL STREET, 

JOHANNESBURG 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

15H THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. October, 1947. 

Mr. Oberholzer was very emphatic on the 
subject and doubted if any living soul had 
ever seen let alone possessed a cover with 
O.V.S. fi~cal stamps on it authoritatively 
used postally. He admitted, however, that 
they were not uncommonly seen postally can
celled--although not postally used. His ex
planation was that the postmaster was very 
often also the assistant magistrate and that 
when busy as postmaster it was very likely 
that he might cancel a fiscal stamp on a docu
ment pushed at him, with a postal cancella
tion. 

Well, Mr. White has satisfied me that fiscal 
stamps were used postally, whether authori
tatively or not, I cannot say, but certainly 
systematically and on a fairly large scale in 
at least one O.V.S. post office, Fauresmith. 
It came about in this way: In the early 1880's 
there was a diamond mine being operated in 
that area by the North East Diamond Mining 
Co., Ltd., and parcels of diamonds were sent 
off regularly to Bloemfontein. Postage and 
insurance on these often ran into pounds. The 
stamps on the parcels and letters were sent 
back from Bloemfontein to a friend of Mr. 
White's in Fauresmith and that is how he 
came in~o _possession of a quantity of them. 
The maJor1ty are just loose stamps, but for-

tunately a few are "on cover'' or "on piece" 
from parcels. 

One and all are cancelled with the 16-

barred oval canceller with the number "4", 
which is well identified as having been in use 
at Fauresmith. 

He has every one of the "Fiscal Stamps 
used for Postage" listed in Stanlev Gibbons' 
Catalogue plus three denominations not listed 
there, viz. 8s., 9s. and £3. 

The illustration shows two fiscal stamps 
(£2 and 2s.) cancelled with a barred "4" mark; 
these are on a piece of brown paper from 
a_ parcel, elsewhere on the paper is a Gere
g1streerd box mark, also a large lettered 
mark of the diamond company "N.E.D. Co. 
Ltd." Amongst his covers are two, one with 
a ls. fiscal, the other a 3s. fiscal cancelled 
in both cases with a barred "4". ' 

Other covers, not from Faure3mith, are: 
(a) One endorsed "Geregistreerd 62'' in 

M/S. This is franked with five 2d. postage 
stamps and one ls. fiscal stamp. 'l'he former 
are cancelled with a baned oval "29" ( Sene
kal), the latter with a Winburg date stamp 
(? is this another "postage due" usage?). 

(b) One with "Registered" in M/S and also 
"Geregistreerd" in a double box. This is 
franked with nine ld. postage stamps and 
one ls. fiscal stamp. These are cancelled 
with a 16-barred oval with the letter "C" 
and there is also on the cover a Smithfield 
date stamp OC 10 1882. This seems to locate 
the "C" mark as in use at Smithfield a loca-
tion not previously recorded. ' 

There are also two other indistinct mark
ings covering the fiscal stamp and two of 
the ld. _stamps; one is circular and is possibly 
the Sn11thfield date stamp, the other is oval, 
like a magistrate's office mark. 

At this point it is appropriate to refer to 
a list of fiscal stamps with postal cancellations 
sent by Mr. S. G. Rich, of New Jersey, after 
the appearance of the notes mentioned in 
our 1944 volume. This list includes values 
from 6d. to £5 and the cancellation marks 
he quotes are circular date-stamps of Bloem
fontein, Kroonstad, J agersfontein and W epe
ner, with various dates from 1882 to 1900; 
there were also oval grids with numbers 2 
(Winburg) and 24 (Heilbron), and oval grids 
with letters O and Z. 

From all this material it mav be taken 
therefore that the use of fiscal ~stamps for 

P.O. Box 637 
DETROIT 31, MICHIGAN, U.S.A. 

SELL e IMPORT e EXPORT e BUY e EXCHANGE 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

October, 1947. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 157 

ADEX Hl37 set complete min~ . . . . . 330/0 
IH;IDIA Hl45 .Military Admi111strat10n 

set in mint blocks of four . . . . . . . . 120/0 
CAPE OF GOOD HOPR ICE. set mint 

S.G. 70-8 • . . . . . . . . . . ..... 
';AYi\L\.N IS. 1935 pictorials comp. mint 
I<JGYPT 1935 Aviation S('t complete mint 
EGYPT same set used . . . . . ..... 
,E:GYPT 1938 Telecommunications st>t 

3,1/0 
150/0 

80/0 
80/0 

mint . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10/0 
EGYPT 200 mils, S.G. 30!), fine used 1/9 
J;JGYPT 5 mils Pr. Ferial, mint or use<l 1/6 
EIRE Thom oYerprint on 2/6, 5/- and 

10/-, S.G. 44-46. The three, mint .. 210/0 
FALKLAND IS. Q.V. 2_/fi and 5/-, mint 140/0 
GIBRALTAR K.G.V Rock set of four, 

mint •.•.•..•••...•..•... 
GILBIU{T & l<JLLICE Pandanus Pine 

6/0 

set of four in mint bloC'ks of four . . 50/0 
GILBERT & ELLICE same set in 

singles . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . 11/fi 
GOLD COAST 1928 set complete mint 45/0 
GOLD COAST the elusive ½d. Due, mint 3/0 
GRENADA 1935 Silver .Tubilee set, 

mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12/6 
J~ENYA the rare 75c enwrald surface, 

S.G. 51c, very fine used. Cat. £8 . . 90/0 
KEXYA 1919 4c/6c, Yarit>ty "Bars 

omitted," S.G. 62a, mint . . . . . . . . 20/0 
KENYA 1935 le to 2/-, 8.G. 110-119, 

mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17/fi 
Offered subject to stoek and also subject to 

your complete satisfaction on receipt. 
Ca8h u:ith order. Post extra under 5/-. 

7 Hannibal Street, Kensington 
JOHANNESBURG 

ALMELO STAMP COM,PAN1Y 

• 
We carry large stocks of For,eigns 

and British Colonials. Want lists 

receive our careful attention. Let 

us know your requirements and 

we will do our best to help you. 

Approval books sent to interested 

parties. Write or call for our free 

price-list. 

• 
330, Grand National Building·s, 

Rissik Street, 
Johannesburg - South Africa 

; 111111111111111111111111ti111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 ~ 

John P. Sl1i11;:Ier, 
B.P.A. 

POSTAGE STAMP DEALER, 

27 Terminus St., East London, C.P. 
AIR STAMPS 

All mint unless otherwise stated 

S.G. Nos. 

585/590-Greece, 6 values 1/0 
Alla/ Al 7-ltaly, 8 values 3/6 
A41a-ltaly, Air Express, 1 value . . . . 0/6 
A53/56-Italy, 1934 Rome-Buenos Aires, 4 

values . . . . . . . . . . 7/6 
854/856-Germany, 1944, 25th Annive1·-

sary of Aviation, 3 vaues 2/3 
417-Netherlands, 1933, Svedial' · Fiight, · 

1 value . . . . . . . . . . 1/3 
486-Netherlands, 1938, Spe~ial · °Fii~ht, · 

1 value . . . . . . . . 0/9 
225/244--Egyvt, Obsolete · Ai1: · s'et, · fin~· 

used, 21 values . . . . . . 27/6 
317 /324-Egypt, Obsolete Air . ·set," 5 

values, mint 3/0, used . . 2/6 
New Issue Egypt, Air Set, 12 values 13/6 
117-Kenya, 65 cent Air Stamp . . . . . . 4/0 
25/29-1925 Union Air Set, mint 60/-, 

used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65/0 
40/41-1929 Union Air Set, mint or used 12/0 
72/73-S.W.A., 2 values, mint 5/-, used 6/0 
86/87----;--S, W i<A., 2 values, joined pairs, 

mmt 4a/-, used . . . . . . . . . . . . 55/0 
Flown Covers of the Union and S.W.A.

Prices on AJ)plication 

BI<JRMDDA 2d. 1938 mint . . 23/fi 
FI.JI DHJ I 5d. (used) . . . . 21/(i 
FIJI JHI,J Gd. (used) . . . . 22/H 
l<'JJI DIE I 6fl. mint . . . . :2tl/f. 
FI.JI Dllil I l½d. (used) . . . . 4/0 
!<'I.JI (PlilRF 14) ½d. (USP<l) . . 3/li 
I◄'IJI DII◄J I 2d. (used) . ,' . . 1/fi 
FIJI DHJ U 2d. (used) . . . . 4/0 
PIJI DJI,J II 2d. mint . . . . -l/fi 
FIJI 2-½<l. (PROVL.) mint . . 8d. 
FIJI 2½d. (PROVL.) (used) 9d. 
I<'JJI 5/- (used) . . . . . . . . !l/li 
GHENADA (Complete) (C:wd) :30/0 
FALKLAND 20/- (used) . . . . 27/tl 
ST. LUCIA 20/- (ust>d) . . . . 27/fi 
S'l'. VINCENT 20/- (used) 27 /(i 
GRENADA 10/- (used) .. : : 20/0 
l\IONTSEHRA'l' 2/fl, 5/- (ust>d) 10/6 
l\IALTA (Complete) (used) . . !H-/0 
N. RHODESIA 20/- (used) . . 97 /fl 
ASCI,JXSION (Complt>te) (used) ...... 30/0 ~ 
N.Z. HEALTH (Mint). 1929, 11/-; 1930, 20/-; 

1931, 1151-; rn:12, 32/-; 2,/6 <U>; 
1933, 11 /(l; ]!)34, 11 /6 ; 1935, 2/!) : 
193~ 2~; 1937, .2/6; 1938 4/G· 
193!➔, 7 /-; H➔40. R/fl; l!l41'. 4/-; 
1942 1 /6 ; 19-13, lOd. ; HIH 8cl. · 
194fi, 7cl.: 194-fj, fid. ' ' 

10% NEH' ISSUE SF:RVJCE 
.t 11.11 colonies-any values. Please send for 
detail:,;; of this e<"onomfral means of acqnirin~ 
new 18SlH'8 of the Empire. "'ants lists for all 
colonials welcomed. Specialists in ICG. VI 

issues, :M. or P. 

MAYFLOWER STAMP CO. 
18 York Street, Plymouth, Devonshire 

ENGLAND 
.1,11,u1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111

1
~ 
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postaae was not very tare even ihou 0 ·h ii 
may ~ot have been officially authorizel 

.He states he has never seen the boxed 
Geregistreerd mark on a cover, but Mr.- White 
has produced such items. 

( 4) Boxed "Geregistreerd" marks. 
It is interesting to note that more of l\Ir. 

White's material show this mark as cancelling 
the postally used fiscal stamps, although he 
has covers and pieces from Fauresmith with 
this mark on them. 

Two further covers showing this mark are 
(a) One sent from Bethlehem to Zandrivier, 

franked with 7d. in postage stamps cancelled 
with Bethlehem date stamp of 30 May 85. 

(b) One from Kroonstad to Bethlehem with 
only a ls. fiscal stamp franking it. This is 
canceped with a barred (? number) mark. 

It 1s hard to prove a negative and it per
haps is too much to say that fiscal stamps 
cancelled with a boxed Geregistreerd mark 
were never so cancelled postally but, lacking 
proof to the contrary, collectors would be wise 
to assume that fiscal stamps so cancelled were 
used as revenue stamps and came off deeds 
or documents, not off letters or postal packets. 
( 5) Telegram cancellations 

The date stamps used on telegram form8 
had ~he. day and month on them but no 
year mdicated. Such "chops" were occasion
ally ?sed on postal . matter, but generally 
speakmg, stamps with such cancellations 
sh<:mld be regarded as having been telegra-
phically used. J,H,H,P. 

............................................. 
BARBA1DOS 1/9 

1947 PROVISIONAL 
(One copy per applicant only) rer mint cop:v 
CURRBNT l\lINT GEORGlD VI COLO~IAL~ 

(All :wts nre co1~1plete to value indicated) 
Short set to Complete ~et to 

Aden , • •. JU at ri/3 H.10 at 34/!> 
Antigua . . 1/- at 3/0 5/- at 11/4 
Ascension . . 1/- at 3/0 10/- nt 23/0 
Bahamas . . 1/- at ri/0 £1 at 30/4 
.Barbados . . 1 / t '3/ · 
Br. IIon<lura~ .. 9- - a · 10 5/- at 12/ri 
Br. Solomo11 I~ .. ~-)C. at ·!/0 $5 at 52/6 

,, 1/- at 2/3 10/- at 20/2 
Cayman ls. 1/- at 2/11 10/- at 22/4 
Dominica . . 1/- at 2/11 5/- at ll/5 
JJ''alkland Is l/- at 3/0 £1 at 47 /3 
~~A1bi"a' ." _.· . . 1/- at 3/0 5/- at 14/2 
Gibraltar . . . . l/- at 3 /0 10/- at 31/8 l/- at 2/8 £1 at 45/1 
Gilbert & I~llice 1/- at 2/11 ri/- at 12/a 
Gold Coast 1/- at 3/9 10/- at 24/8 
Grenada . . 1/- at 2/10 10/- at 22/-! 
J{enya • • . . l/- at 2/9 £1 at 48/6 
Malta • • . . 1/- at 3/fl 10/- at 27 ;;1 
Nigeria . . 1/- at 3/3 ri/- at 13/3 
N. Rhodesia 1/- at 2/11 £1 at ·19/6 
Nyasaland . . 1/- at 3/9 £1 at 48/tl 
Pitcairn IR. 1/- at 2/7 2/6 at ri/5 
St. Helena 1/ t 3/8 l / · '3t. Vincent - - a . - 0 - at 23/9 1/- at 3/3 £1 at 48/9 
~.~YC!lellrf'S . . JU. at 6/7 R.5 at 21/7 

1rgm s. . . l/- at 3/- 5/- at ll/4 
~oll~ctors of obsol.ete Colonials will find many 
Jllte1Pst111g 1tPms m my ~fonthly SPlling List. 

I ~{uyi2ng WARREN SMITH (SA) Selling 
,1st d. • • List 2d. 

103 High Street, Bedford, England . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

l""'""""""'""~~·~;;;;~~~·;·~~·;"""'"'"'"""U"I 
:"",11111111111,11111111111111u11111111111111,11111111111t1tllllllllllllllllllltllllllllHIIIII"';; 

The Editor, 
South African Philatelist. 

Sir,-We only deal in KG VI issues now
adays, though we have been dealing for over 
30 years. This was by choice and we never 
regret the step we took a decade ago, for 
apart from every other consideration, we find 
modern colonials just as interesting philate
lically, as we did the older issues, and we 
know the older issues quite well, and can 
plate a "penny black" with the best of them. 
We mention that point just to prove that it 
is by choice we stick to KG VI issues. 

We were recently asked which country in 
the whole of the British Empire had the most 
interesting stamps at present. In our opinion 
there is only one in it-South Africa- and 
we think that the true collector, who wants 
something more than just a label, will agree 
with us. Long live the present set, with its 
shades, dies, etc. 

There seems to be a great deal of agita
tion for South Africa to bring out a new 
set. We have seen it suggested that a com
mittee be appointed to seleGt designs. In 
theory that sounds okedo. In practice its a 
wash-out (vide Barbados Tercentenary 
Jamaica constitution, etc., etc.). ' 

r_r:here is only one suFe way of getting decent 
designs. Leave the Job to the designers of 
~ good firm of sta!llp printers (you may have 
Just the people m your own post-office if 
you don't muck them about) and they won't 
let you down. 

Yours faithfully, 
For and on behalf of 

The Commonwealth Stamp Coy. 
E. E. ME'CCALFE. 

* 
THANKS 

Some time ago we published an appeal from 
Mr. H. Davidson, of "Holmview", Clifton 
Gardens, Low Fell, Gateshead England for 
sta11:ps for his. boys' school st~mp club.' He 
particularly_ wishes t<;> :thank an anonymous 
benefactor m Vereemgmg for his beautiful 
duplicates. 

We regret to announce the death in 
London on 6th October of the well-known 
philatelist Mr. F. J. H. Lang. Mr. 
Lang was a past-president of the Phila
teli~ Society of Johannesburg. In that 
Society Freddy Lang was one of the 
m?st popular members, and his name 
will be perpetuated there by reason of 
the ."Lang" cup which he donated to the 
Society. We express our deepest sym~ 
pathy to his wife and son . 
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II 
IT WOULD BE 

DIFFICULT 
to find a more informative 
Stamp Journal than the 

Founded by Albert H, Harris, and now 
read by collectors in more than fifty 

countries. 

Demand in the U.K. exceeds supply, but 
we are granted extra paper for 

OVERSEAS READERS ONLY 
Subscription: 10/- per annum (post free) 

Published by 

HARRIS ,PUBLICATIONS LTD. 
445, STRAND, LONDON, ENG. 

••••••••• 
NEW ARRIVALS & SPECIAL OFFERS 
8 Great Britain Postage Dues 1914/38, 
. ½d. to 1/- used . . . . . . . . . . . . 1/U 

21 .Australia G.V, 11)13/36, ½d. to 1/4, 
eat. 1:?/7, used . . . . . . . . . . . . G/U 

2 I<Jgypt, F'arouk top Yalues, GO pins 
and £1, used . . . . . . . . . ..... 11:i/0 

7 'l'urks and Cakos, K.G.Vl. ½cl. to ?.cl. 
1 

/(', 
1niut ................... . 

1 Burma, 194fi, 1 Rupee, used . . . . 1/U 
1:i Hong Kong K.G.Y, le to 1 dollar, 

used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/6 
11 Hong Kong KG.VI, le to 1 dollar, 

used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . fi/fi 
14 U.8.A., larg-e airmails, 5c to f>Oc, 

used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/6 
l U.S.A. Centenary 1047 sheet mint . . 1/6 
2 Germany 1947, 'v. Stephan, cpl. mint 8d. 

13 Germany 1946, French Zone, cpl. mint 17 /fi 
20 Germany 1947 Saargebiet. mint . . . . 12/6 

3 Germany 1947 "Peace" 1, 2, 3 l\1k. 
mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/0 

3 Denmark 1947 Railway Centenary, 
cpl. mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J /6 

4 France 194 7 Postal Union Congress, 
epl. mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 /9 

5 Holland 1946 "Stokpaardjie," Char-
ity, cpl. mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2/0 

6 Ran Marino Roosevelt, 3 airs, mint 1/6 
3 Nicaragua Roosevelt, mint . . 1/6 

C.W.O. - Post Free. 

A. LICHTE,NSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Seychelles wanted. Full catalogue price 
offered for fine used copies of Stan
ley Gibbons numbers 85, 91, 93 to 
95B, 97 to 101, 103, 104, 107, 110, 114 
to 118, 121, 122, 122A, 142, 145. 

William Redford, P.O. Box 7012, Johan
nesburg. 

Control Strips of Union and Transvaal, 
also mint blocks and rarities. 

E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom. 

Exchanges requested. Send particulars 
for universal exchange. 

Zeller, Bry 366 (Seine), France. 

M.E.F. new 5/- and 10/-, fine used 18/
pair, postage extra. 

T. E. Karachiwalla, Box 275, Mombasa, 
Keny~. 

European exchanged for British Colo
nies. 

J,. Bosse, Meignanne M.L., France. 

300 different airmails, £2 10s. Write 
for list, price 1d. 

F. G. Fifoot, P.T.S., 125 College Road, 
Moseley, Birmingham, England. 

Australia, 50 different 4 ( British Postal 
Note) 10 Canadian large pictorials 
1/6. 

C. A. Brown, P.O. Box 12, Lidcombe, 
N.S.W., Australia. 

For sale: Specialised collection of Aus
tria, mostly mint. Catalogue £540. 
Specialised collection of Union of 
South Africa. Catalogue over £1,000. 

Alec Kaplan, Box 132, Germiston. 

Southern Rhodesia. 
One of the most spectacular rises in the 

1947 Gibbons' is S.G. 16c, the Hd. chocolate, 
perf. 12 of 1938. In the '45 Gibbons' it was 
priced 7s. 6d. mint and 6d. used, now it is 
£5 mint and unpriced used. Incidentally Mr. 
W. G. Nodder in a note in "Stamp Collecting", 
states that his used copies on cover are dated 
November 20, 1935. 

The 3d., 4d. perf. 14 and ls. perf. 14 have 
also risen considerably, although not quite so 
spectacularly as the Hd. 

Mr. R. Axer, Cape Town, records having 
a pair of S.G. 16c used in August, 1934. When 
was this stamp really issued? -
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PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, F. C. Ferguson; Hon. Sec., H; Ende

mann, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mondays, 
8 p.m., Technical College. 

August 5: Mr. l<'ine, a ju~ior me:11her, ~h~w~d a 
nice, well ,vritten-up collect10n, mainly of Ge1 man 
issues. 

August 18 : l\Ir. II. E. Rm,ld. g~ve a paper on, ~nd 
showed a collection of, "J;,m1ss1ons 1n con!;ect10_11 
with Philatelic Exhibitions and Congresses. Tlns 
included not only stamps, but also postmarks, p_ro
paganda labels and other miscellaneous mate~ial. 
Gibbons mention one propaganda label. (the reprmts 
of ::\Iauritius Nos. 39 and 40 overp~·1~1ted "L.P.-R 
J 890" for a London Philatelic . Exh!b1~10n), statu~g 
that of course they have no ph1latellc mterest. Tins 
is perhaps the view o~ many colJec~ors, but he 
strono-ly dissented from 1t and considered that such 
labels"' were well worthy of collecting and stucly. 

H.E. 

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 
President, Dr. A. Kaplan; Hon. Sec., Mr. J. H. 

,Jenkins, P.O. Box 4967; .Meeti.ngs, 2nd Tuesdays and 
4th Mondays, Public Library, 7.45 p.m. 

At the meeting held on Septembe1: 9, l\lr. H. 
Schwartz :,ihowed his fine collection of the stamps 
of Rhodesia. . . 

The exhibit included most of the rare var1et1e_s, 
includincr "Company Omitted," Imperfs., errors 111 
colour 11~1d unusual shades. The "Double Heads" in
cluded the "Split Ear" variety in all values. All 
the copies were perfect, both mint and used. 

::\Ir. Lilley spoke on the exhibit. The Society will 
in future have two meetings every month, the second 
meeting being on the 4th Monday (except in 8ep
tember, 1047 when the meeting was held on the 
5th Monday). 

I.I. 
)I. 

PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Pre8ident, Mr. G. K. Forbes: Hon. See., l\Ir. G. P. 

Smith 13 Trafalgar Square, Port Elizabeth; Meet
ings, ist and 3rd Tuesdays in Room 3, City Hall 
Basement, at 7.45 p.m. 

The attendance was fair on auction night, Tues
day, 2nd September. Bidding was brisk, and the 
packets not sold were put forward to the 11ext 
meeti11g. 

l\Ir. F'orbes was in the chair when the business 
meeting was opened on the 16th inst. 

There was no display, as it was to have been a 
Quiz Night, with Mr. Roberts as Quiz Master-but 
as he was unable to be present, l\Ir. Levey filled 
the breach and put up for auction over 200 packets. 

One beautiful item was a set of Canadian ,Jubilees 
of 1897. 

It is with deep regret we announce the passing 
away of Mr. T. H. Nicholson. He was a foundation 
member and for many years vice-preside11t. He was 
always courteous and willing to help in every way 
possible. He will be greatly missed, and it is a 
great loss to the Society, a11d his place will be hard 
to fill. All members stood in silence as a token of 
respect. 

Six new members were admittecl. 
L.E.C. 

)I. 

l\IARITZBURG PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Chairman, C. R. Turner; Hon. Secreto.n1, R. 

Morton, P.O. Box 328, Pietermaritzburg; Jlleetings, 
2nd Friday in each month at 211 Hurger Street, 
7.45 p.m. 

The monthly meeting of the ::\Iaritzburg Phila
telic Society was held on the 12th of September. 

Professor Hattersley, who has just returned from 
overseas, gave an interesting talk on his yisit to 

England he t:pok(: on tlw 1.<uli.iPct 11f ••prices" at 
the different auction sales in London, and of his 
Yisit to the Scarborough Philatelic Society. 

Part I of the stamp competition was held. There 
were 18 entries, the stamps on show were ve1·y 
Yaried and interesting. 

The Society has now started an auction; this 
was quite a success; a number of items changed 
hands ; 23 lots were offerPd. 

C.R.T. 

* CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, C. G. Mummery; Hon. Secretary, S. 

Kaganson, P.O. Box 1973; Meetings, 2nd a11d 4th 
Thursdays at Yorkshire Buildings, Strand Street, at 
7.30 p.m. 

June 26. Display by all ml'mbers. The response 
by members on this occasion far exceeded previous 
displays of this nature, and the table had to be 
cleared twice to accommodate all the sheets. ::\lessrs. 
Simenhoff, Kossuth, Hansen, Axer, Sinnott and Dr. 
Vautier all ga,·e us a few sheets from their vari
ous collections, and these were followed by a speci
alised collection of Sarawak by Mr. A. M. Jones. 

l\Ir. Kossuth taoled a rather unique collecti.on of 
covers, each of which ,vas addressed to the various 
Governors in South Africa from the earliest time. 
'l'here were only 12 names missing from this col
lection of Africana and ::\Ir. Kossuth is to he con
gratulated on his fine showing. 

Space unfortunately does not permit a descrip
tion of all the displays or the excellent specialised 
collection of Sarawak which Mr. Jones placed on the 
table. Here we saw a collection which contained 
practically all the varieties catalogued. 

The stamps were all in immaculate condition, and 
the used copies displayed gave evidence of the care 
with which i\Ir. Jones selected his stamps. 

l\Ir. K. Cameron expr11ssed a hearty vote of thanks 
to the various exhibitors, and congratulated them 
on their various displays. 

During the business portion of the meeting the 
president stated that ~lr. A. Y. Jacob, who inci
dentally had won second award in his class at the 
~ew York Centenary Philatelic Exhibition for his 
collection of Rhodesia, had awarded the Society a 
silver cup, for use as the committee thought best 
in the interests of the Society. 

~Ir. Mummery thanked l\lr. Jacob for his generous 
gift, and congratulated him on the honours gained 
at New York. * 

July 10: Something different was provided at 
this meeting when l\Iiss Jefferies, sPcretary to the 
Archives in Cape Town, came along and gave a 
talk on what nught aptly be described as the Postal 
History of South Afriea from the earliest times. 

::Hiss Jefferies was in excellent form and her 
many anecdotes delighted the large attendance of 
members. 

Covers and photographs dealing with the points 
discussed in the talk were tabled. 

l\Ir. K. Alexander and l\:lr. Simenhoff both voiced 
their appreciation of the interesting talk ancl dis
play on behalf of the Hoeiety. 

July 24: Mr. C. H. V. Solomon, Exchange Super
intendent, had the floor at this meeting and we 
were treated to a very fine display of the more 
modern issues. 

The artistic taste in set-up and beautiful write
up made this one of the most colourful displays 
seen for a long time, and as expressed by Mr. Com
brink in passing a vote of thanks, was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all. 

B.L.C. 

* * * 
NEW ZEALND 

On August 1 there appeared a "Lighthouse'' 
set of seven denominations, id. to ls., each 
in two colours, for use only on correspondence 
posted by the Government L.ife Assurance 
Department within New Zealand. Such stamps 
may be bought from the Department but they 
are not stocked by post offices generally. This 
set features a n_umber of local lighthouses, 
also the famous Eddystone lighthouse. 
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RECENT PRINTINGS 
Here\vith in formation received from the 

Postal Authorities anent the quantities of 
stamps, etc.. received from the Government 
Printer during the period 3-6-47 to 15-9-47. 
For previous records see our August issue, 
p. 113. 

(a) Pictorial Postage Stamps 
½d.-J ob 11662 contd. A total of 119,500 

sheets x 240 printed from cylinders 6912 Int. 
and 7019 Ext. A further 35,000 sheets de
livered subsequent to 28-8-4 7 from new cylin
ders, 48 Int. and 6933 Ext.; a still further 
delivery of 19,500 sheets delivered from 4-9-47 
onwards from cylinders 48 Int. and 45 Ext. 
(a new one). . . . 

[There is scope for d1ff erent1at10n of these 
3 printings.-Ed.] 

ld.-J ob 603. 162,552 sheets x 240, deli
vered between 24-7-47 and 19-8-47 from new 
cylinders, 5 Int. and 2 Ext. 

Hd.-Job 13,161 contd. A total of 354,620 
sheets x 240 now delivered on this order. 
Cylinders .as before. 

2d.-J ob 10,808 contd. A total of 679,484 
sheets x 120 delivered up to 1-7-47. Cylinders 
as before. Balance of this order ( originally 
for 1,500,000 sheets) cancelled. 

3d.-Job 8,107 contd. 48,140 sheets x 120, 
delivered between 3-7-47 and 15-7-47. 
Cylinders as before. 

4d.-J ob 605. 11,000 sheets x 120, delivered 
on 15-9-47 and 16-9-47. Old cylinder 19. 

6d.-Job 606 contd. 14,522 sheets x 240, 
delivered between 26-6-47 and 1-7-47. Old 
cylinders 9 Int. and 6935 Ext. 

2s. 6d.-J ob 649. 50,300 sheets x 60, de
livered between 8-7-47 and 22-7-47. Old 
cylinders 27 Int. .and 7017 Ext. 

5s.-Job 650. 28,814 sheets x 60, delivered 
between 3-7-47 and 29-7-47. Old cylinders 
6929 Int. and 41 Ext. 

10s.-J ob 651. 12,264 sheets x 60. delivered 
on 1-7-47. Oid cylinders 6918 Int. and 69394 
Ext. 

(b) Roll Stamps 
M.-J ob 791. 2,000 rolls x 506 and 1,620 

rolls x 1012, delivered between 24-7-47 and 
26-8-47 from old cylinder 6911; a further 1,300 
rolls x 506 delivered subsequent to 28-8-47, 
printed in two colours from new cylinders 39 
Int. and 54 Ext. 

ld.-Job 9979. Total delivery to date Is 
7,900 rolls x 506. Cylinder 16 as before. 

(c) Inlaid Pictorial Postcards 
ld.-Job 2743 contd. Printings to date from 

cylinders 87 for stamps .and 86 for pictures 
total 975,360 cards. 

( d) Airmail Cards 
6d.-J ob 766 contd. 824,400 cards delivered 

to date from cylinder 73. 

(e) Official Stamps 
All supplied by the P.M.G. from stocks and 

overprinted "Official/Offisie'•el" on a flat-bed 
machine from old formes. 

M., 199 sheets x 240; ld., 199 sheets x 240; 
Hd., 499 sheets x240; 2d., 499 sheets x 120; 
6d.. 199 sheets x 240; 1 s., 199 sheets x 120; 
and 2s. 6d., 199 sheets x 60. 

(f) Assize Stamps 
1d.-J ob 1761. 99 sheets x 120 supplied by 

P.M.G. from stocks and overprinted "Assize/ 
YK" on a flat-bed machine from old formes. 

(g) Customs Stamps 
Stamps supplied by the P.M.G. from stocks 

and overprinted "Douane" ori a flat-bed 
machine. 

~d., 999 sheets x 240, from new formes; 2d., 
999 sheets x 120, old formes; 4d., 499 sheets 
x 120, old formes. 

(h) South-West Africa 
i Postcards, 900 sets x 32 supplied by P.M.G. 

and overprinted S.W.A. 
ii S.W.A. postage stamps supplied by P.M.G. 

and overprinted "Revenue/Inkomste". 
3d., 500 sheets x 60; 6d., 400 sheets x 60; 
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ls., 200 sheets x 120; 2s. 6d., 99 sheets x 60; 
5s., 199 sheets x 60; 10s., 49 sheets x 60; and 
20s., 29 sheets x 60. 

ld. Bantam Postage Dues 
These have been ,on sale since September 29; 

but, we understand, only at the G.P.O., Pre
toria. They were actually printed in 1944. ( See 
our issue of April, 1945.) 

Kew ld. Printing 
Mr. W. N. Sheffield notes that the ld. 

stamps which went on sale in Johannesburg 
about the beginning of October have No. 1 
on the sheet in English, instead of. as pre
vi.ously, in Afrikaans. Presumably this will 
be from the printing of Job 603, noted in _the 
official list of recent printings; and the prmt
ing with brownish-black centres. 

6d. Printing Flaw 
Three sheets have been noted with a large 

green splodge on the last stamps of rows 4 
and 5, covering the lower part of the former 
and the upper part of the latter. It is very 
pr,ominent on one sheet, less pronounced on 
the next two consecutive sheets. 

New Societies 
The Hon. Secretarv of the Philatelic Federa

tion of Southern Africa reports the formation 
of two new Stamp Clubs, viz., the Springs 
Philatelic Society, Box 524,_ Springs, and the 
Pretoria Railway Philatelic Society, Railway 
Recreation Club, Pretoria. 

East London Exhibition 
Preparations are well in hand. Entries of 

exhibits are already good, particularly of 
specialised material, but the committee is 
anxious to have more from medium or junior 
collectors as a stimulus to future collectors. 

The .awards will be plaques with a Buffalo's 
Head. Attractive special ,envelopes are al
ready on sale. The committee will address 
and stamp them and have them posted for 
the special cancellation at the exhibition. 
Terms 6d. each or 5s. per dozen. Profits on 
these g-o to the exhibition funds. Communi
cate with the Hon. Secretary, Exhibition Com
mittee, P.O. Box 198, East London. 

Union Catalogue 
A supplement to the Federation's Union 

Catalogue is in preparation and will be issued 
soon. It will contain corrections and additions. 

Anyone-with information considered suitable 
for inclusion is requested to send it as soon 
as possible to Mr. A. E. Basden, 109 Killarney, 
Brickhill Road, Durban. 

* * * U.S.A. 
An "Official" Catalogue of U.S.A. Stamps. 

The post office department has issued "A 
Description of United States Postage Stamps, 
1847-1947". This is a delightful book of 163 
pages, splendidly illustrated, giving the basic 
data of all stamps issued. In the forewor_d 
it is stated "The Post Office Department is 
aware of its responsibilities to the millions 
of Americans, young and old, whose hobby 
is collecting stamps. We in the Department 
will endeavour at all times to meet those re
sponsibilities." 

The book is on sale by the Superintendent 
of Documents, U.S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25; D.C., paper cover, 
price 45 cents. It should certainly be in the 
hands of all collectors of U.S.A. stamps. 

New Airmail Stamps 
On June 3 there appeared a new 25c air

mail stamp in blue, of special delivery size. 
It is intended for use on mail to Pacific and 
Asiatic areas, also to some parts of Africa. 
It features a modern four-engine plane over 
the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge. 

On August 20 the 15c denomination was 
issued, in green. It shows the statue of Liber
ty with New York skyscrapers in the back
ground. Then came the 1 0c, in black, on 
August 30, featuring the Pan-American Union 
Building in Washington, a suitable design 
as the stamp is meant essentially fo1· the 10 
cent rate applicable to Central and parts of 
South America. 

On October 21 there appeared a 3c stamp 
commemorating the 150th anniversary of the 
launching of the frigate "Constitution", bet
ter known as "Old Ironsides". It·shows a line 
drawing of the ship flanked by nav.al guns of 
the period. 

P.O. Box 637 
DETROIT 31, MICHIGAN, U.S.A. 

SELL e IMPORT e EXPORT e BUY e EXCHANGE 
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The British Philatelic Asso
ciation of 3 Berners Street, 
London, W. l. is the Associa
tfon that represents the in
terests of every branch of the 
Hobby throughout the British 

Commonwealth. 

PHILATELIC 
COLLECTORS PUBLISHERS 

EXCHANGE CLUBS AUCTIONERES 
SOCIETIES 

e For details of 
membership you 
should apply to 
the Secretary, 
stating which 
class of member. 
ship interests 
you. 

TRADERS 

• Do you read the As• 
sociation's journal 
"Philately" ? Six 
shillings to the 
Editor at the above 
address will fetch 
you twelve con• 
secuti ve issues. 

.,,1,1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111')111111111111111111111-

• 
We carry large stocks of Foreigns 

and British Colonials. Want lists 

receive our careful attention. Let 

us know your requirements and 

we will do our best to help you. 

Approval books sent to interested 

parties. Write or call for our free 

price-list. 

• 
330, Grand National Buildings, 

Rissik Street, 
Johannesburg - South Africa 

•11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111?. 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Seychelles wanted. Full catalogue price 
offered for fine used copies of Stan
ley Gibbons numbers 85, 91, 93 to 
95B, 97 to 101, 103, 104, 107, 110, 114 
to 118, 121, 122, 122A, 142, 145. 

William Redford, P.O. Box 7012, Johan
nesburg. 

Control Strips of Union and Transvaal, 
also mint blocks and rarities. 

E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom. 

Exchanges requested. Send particulars 
for universal exchange. 

Zeller, Bry 366 (Seine), France. 

Australia, 50 different 4 (British Postal 
Note) 10 Canadian large pictorials 
1/6. 

C. A. Brown, P.O. Box 12, Lidcombe, 
N.S.W., Australia. 

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, N. Rho
desia, Nyasaland, S. Rhodesia, Swazi
land, S.W. Africa, in large or small 
quantities. Send or write by Air 
Mail to: 

B. Savitz, 69 Greenvale Road, London, 
S.E.9, England. 

1,000 different British Colonials, £2/15/-. 
Write for Price List, ld . 

F. G. Fifoot, 125 College Road, Moseley, 
Birmingham, England. 

Superb Br. Colonial, approval trade 
mixture. Many Pictorials, higher 
values. 200, 21/- P.O. 

P. Begg, 99 Dairy Road, Kilbirnie, 
Scotland. ' 

Guernsey complete mint (5 stamps), 
10/-. Bisect on card, used first day, 
25/-. Jersey complete mint (8 
stamps), 10/-. 

Grey, c/o Standard Bank, Grahamstown. 

Wanted: Quantities low value used 
Rhodesia, Southern Rhodesia, North
ern Rhodesia, Nyasaland and B.C.A., 
stamps on paper for postmark col
lection. Older issues preferred. Higher 
value or single cleaned stamps bear
ing unusual postmarks acceptable if 
stamp perfect and postmark clearly 
discernible. Deposit if required. 

Vine, K. N. R. (B.P.A., J.P.S., etc.), 105 
Austhorpe Lane, Crossgates, nr. Leeds, 
England. 
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The Channel Islands Posts and Stamps 
1940-1945 

By A. G. LANGLOIS, Guernsey. 

( Continued from page 153, October issue) 
:';II I I I I I I I I I 11111111111111111tJ1111111111111111 I 111111111111t1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 111111111111111111111 II 1111111111111~ 

During 1943 an experiment in the produc
tion of stamps was made with French bank
note watermarked paper and 120,000 of both 
the ½d. and ld. values were printed. The ex
periment was a failure, chiefly because, when 
gum was applied, it was quickly absorbed and 
the paper changed from white to blue-green; 
several applications of gum were needed to 
make the stamps adhesive enough for their 
purpose and after this had been achieved the 
paper was too stiff and difficult to handle. 
No further printings were made on this paper 
and consequently the watermarked issue is a 
rare and expensive one. 

In Jersey shortage of stamps did not neces
sitate such hurried decisions or the bi-section 
of stamps as obtained in Guernsey, as stocks 
were larger at the time of occupation. Never
theless, by the 1st of April Jersey had its own 
penny stamp, designed by Major Rybot and 
printed by the Jersey Evening Post; this 
stamp bore the Jersey coat-of-arms and the 
perforating was of the pin-perf. type, making 
tearing easier than the Guernsey roulette 
type. There were, however, more flaws in 
th.e plates of the Jersey stamps and as many 
as 15 faults and flaws were observed in one 
particular printing. 

.l'here is no indication of the numbers of 
stamps of the coat-of-arms series issued nor 
of the number of separate printings as the 
~heets bore the same imprint throughout the 
issue, namely "Jersey Evening Post, 17 /3/ 41" 
for the- ld. and "Jersey Evening Post, Janu
ary, 1942" for the ~d. 

The ld. stamp was issued on the 1st April, 
1941, an~ ~as printed on thin white paper; 
later prmtmgs were on thick white paper, 
chalky paper (very rare) and grey newspaper. 
The shade remained practically the same 
throughout the issues-carmine. 

The id. stamp made its appearance on 
January 29, 1942; it was yellow green in 
col<;mr and wa~ P!mted on thick. white paper 
whilst later prmtmgs were of t1un white and 
grey newspaper. 

Som~ of ~he better known varieties include 
t~o blmd hons, one blind lion, large white 
circles on background, broken frames and 
extended claw; these are found on the ld. 
The ~~- varieties include left hand price 
tablet mc?mplete, fullstop under the price 
tablet, white spot over the "GE" of Postage 
and one blind_ lion. Both ½d. and ld. sheets 
a_re known with a pumber of blind perfora
tions _due to the uneven pressure of the perf. 
machme. 

Jersey stamps are better gummed than 
those produced in Guernsey and it can be 
safely assumed that the Jersey printers had 
better facilities for gumming than those ob
taining in the sister isle. In paper, however, 
Jersey was not so fortunate and in the later 
issues the quality of the paper becomes no
ticeably poor; newsprint was finally used as 
a last resort and this gave the stamps a 
rather dull appearance. Although sorely 
tried in their efforts to find a suitable paper 
the Guernsey Press Co. was not obliged to 
fall back on newsprint ana the watermarked 
bank-note paper was their only experiment. 

The Jersey public, who with the remain
der of the Channel Islanders had always con
sidered that there should have been a pic
torial issue for the Channel Islands, used the 
Occupation circumstances to· bring pressure 
to bear on the Post Office and as public 
opinion became stronger, the Post Office at 
last agreed to an issue of 6 values, up to 
3d. Edmund Blampied, the well-known 
Jersey artist, was commissioned to design the 
set and the subjects he chose and which were 
finally approved were: ½d., entrance to an 
old Jersey Manor; ld., Portelet Bay; Hd., 
Corbiere Lighthouse; 2d., Elizabeth Castle; 
2½d., Mont Orgueil Castle; and 3d.,. Islanders 
gathering vraic (seaweed) in an ancient 
cart. The engraving of this pictorial issue 
was placed in the hands of Mons. Henri Cor
tot, of Paris, and the printing carried out 
by the French "Postes, Telegraphes et Tele
phones" printing works. 

As the full set of stamps did not arrive 
in a complete batch, the ½d. and ld. were 
put on sale on the 1st Jupe, 1943, the Hd. 
and 2d. on the 8th June, 1943, and the 2½d. 
and 3d. on the 29th June, 1943. 360,000 
sets were printed and only reprints of the 
½d., ld. and 2½d. were required, the latter 
values being printed on newspaper the second 
time. 

As a pictorial s~t, the stamps are not par
ticularly good, the single tone not being suffi
cient to give full expression to the designs. 
The gumming was of. the heavy gloss so often 
found in continental production a:Qd stamps 
often became firmly stuck. Two interesting 
features of the issue were that the artist 
had contrived to work in a series of "V" 
signs by the side of the value tablet of the 
Hd. stamp and a scroll resembling "G.R" 
arou11d the 3d. price tablet. There was a 
Tumour that the Germans had detected the 
effort and that the stamps were to be with-
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drawn, but _no action was taken and the 
stamps 1·emamed on sale. . . . . 

In connection with the designmg, prmtmg 
and issue of the stamps of the Channel 
Islands it should be clearly understood that 
they were issued solely to meet a very urgent 
need from a postal point of view a~d th~t 
the German authorities took no par~ ir their 
production other than to give permissi~n "! or 
the designs to be used and for the prmtmg 
materials to be diverted to supply the Pohst 
Office needs. The methods adop_ted . by t e 
Post Office were designed ~o _mamtam com
plete control over the prmtmg and when 
printing was due to be commenced, the 
plates were taken from the Post Office s~rong 
rooms and taken by a senior postal official to 
the printers; this official w~s present throu~h-· 
out the printing, perforatmg. and numbermg 
of the sheets, afterwards takmg back to _the 
Post Office all the good as well as the spoiled 
sheets. Thus at no time were the Germans 
or any unauthorised persons able to run off 
stamps for their own use. As soon as the 
Islands were liberated the plates were handed 
over to the keeping of the Postmaster-General 
and thus one issue of stamps is known to 
have bee..,ri safe from any misuse by the 
enemy. 'l'he bulk of the C.I. stamps were used 
for the postal purposes for which they were 
intended and whilst it is known that there 
were keen philatelists among the many 
thousands of German troops who came to 
the islands, the numbers printed were_ in
sufficient for any racket to be or~amse~, 
especially as the Postmasters had it m their 
power to restrict or completely suspend the 
production if such a move was made. By the 
time that it became apparent that these 
stamps were to be of great value historically 
and would become part ()f the philatelic his
tory of Great Brit~in, the Germans had lost 
interest in stamps and were more concerned 
with food and with their very precarious 
future; they could not retreat or evacuate 
the islands as the coast of France was by 
now strongly held by the allies and their air 
force was now powerless to take them off. 

Earlier in the Occupation. German collec
tors adopted every means tfiey could devise 
to obtain valuable colonial stamps by barter 
and playe'd. on the hunger and · shortages of 
the population by offering food, drink and 
tobacco in exchange for stamp collections. 
Some very fine collections were broken up and 
bartered for food and the Germans ha<l some 
very fine bargains. However, the situation 
changed after the Red Cross parcels had com
menced and when the Germans had no cigar
ettes or tobacco, it is known that many 
stamps . 'Yere re-changed by them for the 
commodities they had originally offered. 

The Occupation of the Channel Islands pre
sents a picture which is unique in many re
spects; firstly, although the Germans were 
virtually rulers of the islands, there was al
ways a certain degree of resped shown for 
the island leaders and the population and 
the normal customs of the people were not 
seriously interfered with or curtailed. 

Punishments were severe and several very 
serious cases were strongly handled; people 
caught wjth wireless sets were, in the . first 
few years, sent to prison ~m the Contment 
and later put into local prisons. The orga
nisers of "G.U.N.S.", the Guernsey Under
ground News Service, were taken away to 
German concentration camps where the leader 
died. In Jersey, the now famous school
master Mr. Le Druillenec, was arrested for 
working against the Nazi occupiers and ~as 
t~ken to the worst of the concentratI~n 
camps in Germany and was only rescued m 
the very nick of time, be~ng n:ian}'." months 
before recovering from his privat10ns and 
ill-treatment. The end of the occupation 'Yas 
as dramatic as the commencement; havmg 
held out as long as they could. chiefly by 
the strong Nazi f eflings of the German Ad
miral in charge, the Germans finally agreed 
to surrender after practically the whole of 
Germany had been overrun by the Allies and 
the war had actually ended; at 3 o'clock on 
the afternoon of the 8th of May, 1945, the 
German authorities informed the States that 
they agreed for the war to be terminated 
in the Channel Islands as we11 as elsewhere. 

At 3 o'clock, celebrations began and al
though very orderly the civil populations 
accepted their restored freedom with much 
joy and thanksgiving. The Germans unde!
took to maintain discipline amongst their 
troops and the local a~t~?rities t?ok ~~re 
of the behaviour of the civilians until l:3r1tish 
Forces arrived, the time and ~ate bemg as 
yet unknown. The next mornmg, howeve~·, 
H.M.'s destroyers, Bulldog and Beagle, WE;Ie 
seen awaiting landing instructio;11s 0;1t~1de 
the harbour of St. Peter Port, whilst smular 
proceedings were being enacte_d in J ers_ey. 
Later in the day, huge Amencan Landmg 
Craft rushed into harbours and beaches 
landing vehicles, guns, troops and food for 
everyone; thousands of people lined . the 
harbours from morning to well into the mght 
crying, laughing, singing and eagerly ques
tioning the soldiers and sailors for news of 
their relatives and friends from whom they 
had been so long parted. The very firs~ 
troops to land were in a small group of 
about 35 men, lead by a Guernseyman, who 
conducted his small party to the Royal Hotel 
and there accepted the chargeship of Guern
sey from the Germans; visiting the various 
important offices they met the island leaders 
and made preparations for the arrival of t~e 
main force. Similar ceremonies occurred m 
Jersey. 

One of the many important announcements 
made in the local newspapers was to the 
effect mails would be once more accepted for 
transmission to Great Britain, Guernsey and 
Jersey stamps being valid for postage 
throughout the world. The mails were car
ried by the R.A.F. and were very quickly 
conveyed in each direction. For those who 
had no stamps, special Post Paid cards pre
pared for the Liberation were available at 
all Post Offices; they were issued in conjunc
tion with the Channel Islands Society and 
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were headed "Re-occupation of the Channel 
Islands". The British Authorities, after 
hearing the details of the production and 
use of the Channel Island stamps, gave full 
sanction to their use and allowed both these 
and the normal British stamps to be used 
until April, 1946. After that date the Post 
Office offered to exchange any remaining C.I. 
stamps for British ones, but by then there 
were very few takers as philatelically the 
stamps were by n_ow valuable. _ 

In June, 1945, the King and Q1,1een paid 
a visit to the Channel Islands and were 
driven through all the most interesting of 
the thoroughfares as w<:>ll as the various 
German strong points. They were conveyed 
to and from the Islands by Dakota aircraft 
and from the airport to all parts of their 
tour the streets and lanes were crowded with 
cheering people; many of the German_ pri
soners-of-war were as eager as the Channel 
Islanders to see their Majesties, although 
only a very few were able to do so. 

As a souvenir of the Royal Visit and in 
commemoration of the Channel Islands 
issues, the Bailiff of Guernsey sent by regis
tered post an album containing complete sets 
for inclusion in the Royal Collection; · the 
following letter accompanied the album which 
had been made up by Mr. F. Martin, a well
known philatelist: · 
To ~he Private Secretary of His Majesty the 

Kmg. 
Sir, 

Duri~g the German Occupation, the Post 
Offices m the Channel Islands had to issue 
their own stamps, which were used for let
ters between and in the Islands of Gue.rnsey, 
Jersey and Sark. I have mounted in book 
form a c~mplete s~t of. Guernsey stamps, to
gether wit~ certam bifurcated English 2d. 
~tan:i,ps, which for a short period were used 
m heu of ld. stamps. 

I have the honour to :forward, on behalf 
of .the people of the Bailiwick of Gu~rnsey 
an alb_um containing these stamps, and shaii 
be_ obhg~d if, you will be so good as to ask 
H1_~ MaJesty s gracious acceptance of the 
same to add to His collection. 

I enclose herewith a pamphlet entitled 
"T~e Story of q-ue~·nsey Postage Stamps", 
which I trust will mterest His Majesty. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant. 

VICTOR G. CAREY, 
Bailiff of Guernsey. 

The Bailiff received the following letter 
from the King's Private Secretary: 

Buckingham Palace, 

Dear Sir, 
25th June, 1945. 

I write to acknowledge your letter of 19th 
J_une, 1945, and to express to you the King's 
smcere thanks for the set of Guernsey stamps 
which have been sent on behalf of the people 
of Guernsey. 
. His Majesty has much pleasure in accept
mg the stamps for the Royal Collection to 
which they will make an historic addition. 

I am also to thank you for the pamphlet 

entitled "The Story of Guernsey Postage 
Stamps", in whi~h His Majesty was much 
interested. 

Yours very truly. 
A. LASCELLES. 

The following record is probably the most 
accurate obtainable of the numbers of stamps 
of each denomination produced in Guernsey: 

M.: · March, 1941, 240,000; June, 1941, 
120,000; and 120,000; November, 1941, 
120,000; February, 1942, 360,000; September, 
1942, 120,000: February, 1943, 120,000; 
July, 1943, 120,000; October, 1943, 120,000; 
January, 1944, 117,600; May, 1944, 90,760; 
November, 1944, 120,000. 

ld.: February, 1941, 240,000; June, 1941, 
240,000; September, 1941, 120,000; N"ovember, 
1941, 240,000; February, 1942, 120,000; 
April, 1942, 240,000; September, 1942, 
240,000; January, 1943, 240,000; July, 1943, 
240,000, December, 1943, 144,000; January, 
1944, 122,400; May, 1944, 72,000; October, 
1944, 120,000; November, 1944, 120,000. 

2½d.: April, 1944, 122,960; May, 1944, 
59,000; July, 1944, 116,000; October, 1944, 
115,000 . 
. As previously recorded the numbers issued 
m Jersey are not definitely known to the 
writer, but it can be safely assumed that the 
numbers printed in each Island would be 
approximately equal, having regard to the 
postal needs of· each Island. 

So en~ed a chapter in British postal his
tory w~1ch. 1?-ad never previously occurred 
and which 1t 1s hoped will never occur again. 
As far as the Channel Islands are concerned, 
there are many keen supporters of the con
tention that it is time the States of Guern
sey and Jersey demanded the issue of sepa
rate stamps for the advertisement of the 
islands a~d to conform with their other 
for~s. of mdependence; if such an issue ma
teriahses then the C.I. issues of Occupation 
will be Chapter I of a Channel Islands series 
and the pages of postal history will bear 
yet 3:n?ther British issue to add to the many 
pomm10n and Colonial items of beautv and 
1nteres~ · 

* * * AUSTRALIA 
There _is quite a stir over the set of three 

stamps issued on 8 September in honour of 
the 150th. anniversary of the finding of the 
~unter River and· the establishment of what 
is now the city _of Newcastle, centre of the 
Cpmmonwealth s iron and steel industries. The 
32d. and_ 5~d. st.amps feature these industries 
Lery satisfactorily; the 2½d. has a picture of 

~- Shortland, R.~., the finder of the Hunter 
RlVer estuary wh_1Ie on a convict-hunting trip. 
Bl;lt the trouble 1s that the picture has been 
said to be that of Lt. Shortland's :fathPr, who 
was also a naval lieutenant. Authorities at 
qanberra say there is no mistake, but histo
rical. research . experts are believed to be still 
w?rkmg overtime on the matter. Thanks to 
'' • Y~oma!1, Pacific Stamp Supply, Blackrock, 
S.9 Victoria, for first day cover. 

The ;princess Elizabeth ld. stamp is ex
pected m December, 
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NOT CHEAP- BUT NOT ORDINARY STUFF 
ALL MINT. 

CAYMAN ISLANDS Centenary K.G.V. Complete 

FALKLAND ISLANDS Centenary K.G.V. up to I0s. 

KENYA 1935 K.G.V. Complete le - £1. No. varieties 

MONTSERRAT TERCENTENARY K.G.V. Complete 

SEYCHELLES 1938 K.G.V.I Complete including all obsolete 
colours ... 

SOUTH AFRICA 1925 complete, Airmail in blocks of four, 
used on flown covers 

YOUR WANT LISTS ARE INVITED. 

£27 15 0 

£29 0 0 

£11 10 0 

£15 10 0 

£14 10 0 

£17 10 0 

Box 9020. Phone 33-1752 

~bo ~brr 1Lost j[flonrp <!&n 
fblrittsb C!Colonials ? 

So goes the saying, and it's true enough, if you buy right. We deal in KG VI. 
stamps only. Our stock is the most comprehensive, and whereas it may be a bit 
of a fag to write an air letter, if you will just do so we will send by air a copy of 
our price-list, and you will be astounded by the quantity of stamps we offer, as well 
the really rock bottom prices. 

We aim at volume, for we have plenty of staff to keep going, and we get it in 
the most competitive market for stamp:, in the world (Great Britain) by the extent 
of our stock, as well as the prices we charge. 

Just send that air card, ·whether you are a beginner or an advanced collector, 
and if you do, honestly you are in for a treat. 

~be C!CommonWealtb ~tamp C!Cop., 
7, JLeatber JLane, liberpool 2: <f nglanb. 

167 
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. -----;-~~~;:ii-;i~i-~~i-~---~~i.i~~-~-----:==_! 
POSTCA-lmS 

By Emil Tamsen ~ 
1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,u": 

Many readers, even those living in S_outh 
Africa, will say "Never heard of such thmgs, 
let alone seen them". Shame on them! As 
some justification for their remark, it may be 
said that forty-six years ago these stamps 
were already scarce. and now one seldom 
meets any at all. 

The O.F.S. Republic had three of what 
might be called "ordinary_" postcar~s, i.e. po~t
cards with the stamp prmted on 1t as an m
tegral part of the card;. these were_, (a) 1~. 
card. in orange or browmsh orange, issued m 
1884; (b) this card with the stamp surcharged 
"M." in black, issued in 1891 when the do

mestic rate was reduced from ld. to ~d.; (c) 
M. card, in rose, issued in 1898. ,, 

There were also two "Reply Paid Cards 
issued in 1898, ½d.+M. green and ld.+ld. 
brown. 

On all of these ordinary cards the stamps 
were of the same design .as the adhesive 
stamps; they were all printed by Messrs. De 
La Rue, London, including the 1891 surcharge. 

There was, however, another series of post
cards issued in the Republic from ·1889 to 
1898. The London Philatelic Society's work 
on the stamps, etc., of British Possessions in 
Africa, Vol. III, lists 14 of these cards, which 
they term "provisional issues". I have re
tained this nomenclature in this article, al
though doubtful as to its suitability for a 
series of stamps and cards in use for ten 
years. 

After years of searching I have managed 
to acquire 8 of the 14 but have little hope1 of 
ever finding the others. 

These cards were made by the printing firm 
of Borkenhagen in Bloemfontein, who held 
the Government contract for all postal print
ing work (not including actual stamps). This 
firm supplied plain cardboard, white or near
white, but varying somewhat in stoutness, 
and printed the words "BRIEF KAART" near 
the t::>p, with a considerable space between 
the two words; in this space there was affixed 
an adhesive postage stamp, which was over
printed with a shield bearing the country's 
coat-of-arms. There were also four lines pro
vided f.or the address. 

The cards were printed one at a time be
cause their machine: w.as too small to do more; 
the, work was slow but good and I know of 
no errors. 

The overprinting of the stamps by the 
shield, like the printing of the words, was 
always in black; the shield was somewhat 
larger than the stamp so that part of it al
ways fell outside the stamp, directly on the 
card. The stamps for affixing to the cards 
were drawn by Messrs. Borkenhagen from the 

Post Office as required and the various 
stamps used from time to time were: 

(1) M. chestnut. (S.G. No. 48). 
(2) M. orange (S.G. No. 85). 
(3) ½d. chestnut, surcharged "M.". 
(4) ld. on 3d. ultramarine (S.G. No. 54/5). 
(5) 2d. mauve surcharged "Hd.". 
( 6) As ( 5) but surcharge in different type 
(7) 3d. ultramarine surcharged "Hd.". 
In Nos. 3, 5, 6 and 7 the surcharge is in 

black. at the top of the stamp. 
(8) 2d. mauve surcharged "Hd.". In red, 

at the foot of the stamp. 
Why these surchargings with new values? 

They were to indicate the particular usage of 
the cards, the ~d. being for internal use, the 
ld. for postage to neighbouring South Afri
can territories, and the Hd. for any oversea 
country. But why No .. 3, a ~d. stamp, had 
a further "~d." surcharge, I do not know. 

Now the question ar:.ises why are these 
"provisional" overprinted stamps (Nos. 3, 5, 
6, 7 and 8 above) not everywhere listed as 
adh~sive postag~ stamps, I can see no essen
tial difference between a stamp franking a 
postcard and one franking a letter. Presum
ably the Shield overprint raises a difficulty in 
the minds of some cataloguers. 

THE SHIELD OVERPRINT MAY BE 
REGARDED as a "PRE-CANCEL". 

I maintain that these stamps should find a 
place in every catalogue of O.F.S. adhesive 
stamps, with a note that they were specially 
used ,on postcards. The difficulty of the shield 
overprint may be overcome by regarding it
if we must think in present-day conventional 
terms-as a pre-cancel, .although neither the 
term nor the practice was in vogue when these 
stamps were used. . 

The postal officials of the time, at any rate, 
consciously or unconsciously often treated 
these stamps .as being- pre-cancelled. If ,one 
examines used cards it will be found that the 
place-date stamp of the office of posting is 
sometimes on the stamp (and shield) but just 
about equally often elsewhere on the card, 
quite away from the stamp (see illustration). 

The stamps could not be used a second time 
to pre-pay postage, because, in the first place, 
cards without stamps were, I presume, not 
on sale anywhere and, secondly, even if they 
had been obtainable, it would have been ap
parent at a glance that a stamp removed 
from a previously used card was wrongfully 
applied as the parts of the shield normally 
appearing on the card itself would not have 
been there. So there was every justification 
for regarding the shield as a form of pre
cancella tion. 

How do catalogues treat these postcard 
stamps? 

Stanley Gibbons mention that stamps of 
several denominations, surcharged or unsur
charged, were used for postcards, overprinted 
with the coat-or-arms. which they illustrate. 
It might be mentioned that in the case of 
Hong-Kong they do particularly list three 
stamps specially surcharged for use on post-
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cards so it would appear that it is the over
printing with the coat-of-arms which disquali
fies the O.F.S. stamps from specific listing. 

American catalogues only mention U.S.A. 
cards. 

The pre-war French catalogue of Yvert & 
Tellier lists seven stamps (not giving the two 
varieties of the Hd. in black on the 2d. 

mauve) and the prices of some run as high 
as Fr. 250. 

German pre-war catalogues listed nine va
rieties with prices going up to M.30. 

That grand book, r'Africa, Part III," as I 
have mentioned earlier, describes and illu
strates 14 varieties of "provisional" cards. 
Only 8 varieties of stamps were employed; 
the differences in the other 6 lie either in 
the general lay-out of the cards or in the 

NETHERLANDS 
The news that the 2~g, 5g and 10g values 

of the current set have been made available 
to collectors, was received just too late for 
mention in last month's notes. Mint copies 
are, however, not freely available, yet, as the 
would-be purchaser of these stamps must pre
sent a certificate signed by the secretary of 
his Philatelic Society that he is a member. 

The "N ederlandsche Maandblad voor Phila
telie" published in its June number a number 
of questions asked in the Dutch Parliament 
concerning the leakages of these stamps to 
foreign sources as it was well-known that sets 
were available in Belgium, and in the United 
States before it was known in Holland that 
such · stamps were to be issued, at less than 
face value. The July number contained 
answers to these questions and it is clear 
that as a result of the publicity the decision 
to place the stamps on sale, with the restric
tion referred to above, was made. 

shield and coat-of-arms. The shield may or 
may not have flags draped behind it (the 
illustration in S.G.'s catalogue has the flags) 
and the bottom of the shield may be either 
blunt (as in the illustration below) or pointed 
(as in S.G.'s illustration). These varieties 
ae fully described in "Africa, Part III"
in this communication I am only concerned 

particularly with the actual stamps. 
I would ve_ry much like to meet anyone 

in South Africa who has all 14 varieties of 
card and I would further like to suggest to 
the O.F.S. and Basutoland ·Philatelic Society 
that a nice little field -of research for them 
would be to find out the exact dates of issue 
of these various cards, t'he- quantities printed 
and any other pieces of information they can 
find which have not previously been recorded. 

Due to the fact that' the Summer Charity 
stamps mentioned in previous notes were 
received on· cover, they were described as be
ing on watermarked paper. This is not the · 
case, however, and the stamps should have 
been described. as being on unwatern1arked 
paper. The designs are the products of the 
artists H. Levigne (2ct and 20ct), S. L. Hartz 
( 4ct), Kuna Brinks (7½ct) and Mrs. Retsma
Valenca (l0ct). The lettering and figures 
of value are by J. van Krimpen. 

Further values in the new definitive issue 
have come to hand, the known values being 
6ct, l0ct, 15ct, 20ct, 30ct and 35ct. I am 
also informed that a 2½ct in the numeral type 
is expected· shortly. The artists responsible 
for these stamps are J. van Krimpen for the 
numeral stamps and S. L. Hartz for the 
Queen's Head issue (with van Krimpen again 
respon.:,ible for lettering· and numerals). 

J.W.S. 
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r•;;•;•;;•;~"""~~•~•~•~•;~•~"''S 
NEW ISSU1E 

S:ERVICE 
FOR 

MINT and/or USED 

• 
Send for particulars: 

E. S. JAMES, 
RUSTINGTON, 

SUSSEX ENGLAND 

:i1111111111111111111111111,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111i 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
• 

Let me know your interests 
and requirements. 

• 
An extensive stock of the better grade 
stamps always available. ,vant lists 
receive prompt attention, and ap
proval selections are willingly sent to 

responsible collectors. 

• 
38, Lancaster Gardens, 

Clacton-on-Sea, England. 

APPROVAL SELECTIONS 
My books contain only fine copies. Everything is 
unconditionally guaranteed to be as described and 
I do not include the all-too-prevalent fakes
repaired stamps, re-gummed high values, cleaned 
fiscals or outright forgeries. What I offer can 
be shown to your fellow-philatelists with 

confidence. 
References will be necessary from customers 
not already known to me. Membership of any 
South African Philatelic Society will be 

sufficient. 

RHODESIA '- MINT 
S.G. S.G. S.G. 
27 2/6 172 16/6 217 2/3 
85 6/6 175 45/9 233 2/6 
91 75/- 203 1/3 243 180/-

114 4/- 209 5/- 244 2/-
118 8/3 211 4/- 246 85/-
138 12/- 212 3/3 280c 1/6 
156 100/- 2,15 4/3 286 . 90/-
170 30/- 216 110/- 297 8/6 
And many other nice items. Want lists, please. 

All subject to stock. Cash with order. 

R. T. LILLEY, 
7, HANNIBAL ST., KENSINGTON, 

JOHANNESBURG. 

ODDS and ENDS 
Victory Collection, 164 complete, 

Do., Used 
Royal Visit, 26 complete, mint .. 

Do., Used ......... . 
Do., F.D.C. 

Australia Newcastle set, Mint 
Do., Used . . . . 

Canada Citizenship, Mint 
Do., Used 
Do., Bell Com., Mint .. 
Do., Bell Com., Used .. 
Do., War Set, 24, Mint .. 

mint 

Do., Peace Set, 9 (with circumflex 

70/-

110/-

10/-

12/-
12/6 

1/3 

1/6 

0/6 
0/6 

0/6 

0/6 
35/-

variety), Mint . . . . . . . . 24/6 
Newfoundland, P. Elizabeth, Mint 0/6 

Do,, Cabot Com., Mint . . . . 0/6 
Do., 2c./30c. Provisional, Mint 1/6 

N. Zealand, 1947, Health, Mint 0/6 
Do., Lighthouses, set 7, Mint 3/-

Godden's Graduate. Album . . . . 33/6 

Benoni Stamp Shop, 
Box 485. 93b Prince's Avenue, Benoni 
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BRITISH EMPIRE VICTORY /PEACE STAMPS 
\Ve can supply complete mint or used collections of the British Empire Victory/Peace stamps, as 

well as indiYidual groups and sets. 

WHOLE E)IPIRE, Dominions and Crown Colonies, 62 sets, complete 

WHOLE E11PIRE, without S. Africa, Basuto, Bechuana, Swazi and S."-· Africa 

CROW:X COLOXIES O:\'"LY, 45 sets .... 

DO)IINIO:XS OXLY. 17 sets . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . 
All the above ean also be supplied in pairs and blocks. 

)lint Used 
72/6 87/6 

60/0 73/6 

37/6 46/0 

37/0 43/6 

GODDEN'S specifllly printed loose-leaf album for complete collection of Victory/Peace stamps. 
A fine ororl1wtion. Price 17 /fl, postage 1 /-. Complete collections, ready mounted in this album, 
can be supplied for £5 mint or £5 15/- used. 

All insured post free, exchange on country cheques 6d. extra. 
If you reQuire any mint or used individual sets (in singles,,, pairs or blocks) of Victory/Peace 

stamps please send us your list and we will insert our prices. 
Enquiries invited for completP mounted or nnmonntP,i c0llp,-.tions of Yif'tory-PPaee :-:tnmn,;; 

ALL TX )ITX'.1' BLOCKS WITH DIPRINTS AND PLATE NlDIBERS (where these exist). Details 
on request. 

ROYAT, VISIT SE'l'f::: S. Africa, mint l/4, used l/6; S.W. Afriea, mint l/4, nsed 1/6; Basuto
land, Bechuanaland, Sw:iziland, mint 2/- per country, used 2/3 per country; S. Rhodesia, mint 3d .. 
used 4d. Blocks pro rnra. Postage and registration (where required) extra. Covc>rs with special Royal 
Visit postmarks are also in stock. 

ACCESSORIES 
APPROVAL CARDS, size 5¾ins. x 3¼ins., with 3 strips, J/r, per 12, postage 4d. Pxtra. 

nCPLICA'l'E BOOKS, 5ins. x 4ins., 4 pages, 5 linen strips per page, 2/3, postage 2d. 6¼ins. x 4ins., 
n pagPs, 6 linen strips ppr page, 3/-, postage 2d. 7½ins. x -!}ins .. H pages, 8 manilla strins twr 
page, 1 /6, postage 2<1. l\lint block hooks, 6ins. x '3ins., with 22 transparent pockets for holding 
hloeks of stamps, 10d., postage 2d. 

HIXGE!:4, "Peerless" small size 6d., per 500, normal size 7d. per ;')00. Filwst pPe]ahle hinges suitable 
for mint stamps: Rm:11! size 9d. per 1,000. ordinary size 1/- per 1,000. flupPr peelable, ordin
ary size 1 ni per 1,000. Postage: 1 pkt. 2d .. additional paeke1s ld. t>ach ,_,xtra. 

IXTERLI~A YJXn-: All sizes in stock, for quotations state siz1•s required or se1Hl 4<1. for sample 
set of a 11 sizes. 

::\L\GXTFYIXG GLASSI·J~, Folding, with two lins. lenses, nsed l"ingly : 5x, nRPd donble : 10x, G/-, 
poRtage 2d. Folding, as above. but lPnSPR are 1 ¼ins. in dinrnetPr, 8/6, postagP •hl. Folding, but 
with only one 1 ;ins. lens, 5/6, postage 2d. extra. 

READIXG GLASSES: C'ornplete in frame with handle, 2ins. 8/6, 2½ins. 10/-, 3ins. 12/6, 3½ins. 14/3, 
4ins. 19/0, 4½ins. 2:i/G., postage 4d. Pach extra. 7 

, 

STOl'K BOOKS, all loose-leaf. T<>n 1 linR. x 8½ins. pages, 12 manilla strips pc•r page, 17 ;r,, post,1ge 
l /H. l◄'ifteen llins. x 8Hns. pages. 12 manilla strips ppr pagP, 22/-, postagp 1/G. nealPrs' size. 
40 11 ½ins. x 1/lins. pages, 12 manilla strips per pagp, a most substantial hook, 72/f\, postage 
:1/-. •rwenty-fonr llins. x !)½ins. pages, 11 manilla strips ppr page, :mi-, postage 2/-. 

STOC'T( HOOKS FOTI J\HN'l' SffRF.'l'S. with lOO transparent poeket pages, loose-Lf'af,. 22/6, bette•r 
quality 32/6, postage 2/- <'ach extra. 

TRAXSPAHEX'l' EXVELOPES: All sizes in stock. For quotations state size rPquirf'<l or SPnd Gd. 
for full range of smnples. 

,YATEIDL\RK DETECTORS, rectangular heaYyweight, 1/3, lar.c:e round hpm·y,Yeight 2/3, postage 
4d. eaeh extra. 8ouare lightweight, 1 /-, postage 2d. -

1•ostage to S. Rhdoesia :;o per cf'nt., more, to X. Rhdoesia 100 ppr ePnt. morP than catt>s giYPn ahoYP. 

';1 ROBERTSON STAMP CO. (PTY.), LTD. 
ifl P.O. Box 5826. J O HA N N ESB U R G Telephone 33-1454 
:// 14, Ground Floor, Old Arcade, 100 Market Street. 

//I Telegrams : Robstampco. 
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crhe Railway Parcel and Newspaper Stamps 
of Soufhern Africa 
By J. H. HARVEY PIRIE, F.R.P.S.L. 

(Continued from page 143 of September issue) 

•• ,,,,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

4th ISSUE 1921-1923 (mainly 1922) 

(PERFORATED AND ROULETTED
V ARIO US COLOURS) 

The variety of stamps occurring in this 
short period (specimens seen occur with dates 
from August, 1921, to July, 1923, but the 
great majority with dates in 1922) seems to 
suggest that it was an experimental one, the 
only fixed feature appearing to be the over
prints, which are now practically all of a 
bGld, heavy faced type. The stamps are 
grouped for convenience as one issue but they 
can really best be described in five groups: 

(a) Yellow-Roulette 7 

In this group are eight denominations, ld., 
2d., 3d., 4d., 6d., 5s., 10s. and 20s. The design 
is uniform throughout, of the standard design 
introduced with the first issue; in other words, 
the ld. and 2d. values are now of the same 
design as the other values, as is tbe 4d., 
which is a new denomination in the series. 
The whole series is uniform also in colour, 
a bright yellow with very little in the way 
of shades. The printing in this colour is, 
however, rather indistinct, so that it is not 
easy to make out if there are two types in 
some of the values, as in the first issue. In 
the case of the 3d., however, it can be clearly 
made out that the two types exist (from the 
shape o! the 3's), so it is probably a fair 
assumption that the same old d'ies were still 
in use. In the case of the denominations 
(ld., 2d. and 4d.) new to this design, two 
types could not be made out. 

One 2d. stamp has been seen which is defi
nitely rouletted on three sides only the fourth 
side ( vertical) being perforated. ' 

The three high values seem to be scarce. 
Of the 20s., indeed. only one specimen has 
been seen; as in previous issues it is a larger 
stamp than the other denominations. 

(b) Y ellow-Pe1'f. 12 
Only two denominations, ld. and 2d. Of 

the same shade of yellow and of the same 
standard design as the rouletted stamps in 
the group _(a) The 2d. perf. seems to be 
scarce as compared with the rouletted one. 

(c) Green-Roulette 7 

~Three. denominations, 9d., ls. and 2s. All 
or a bright yellow-green with little in the 
way of _~hade~. In all .,three the two types, 
as desc11bed m the first issue, are present. 

( d) Red-Roulette 7 and Per/. 12 
Only one denomination, 4d., of a design 

pecu_liar to itself, which is figured here. The 
specimens seen appear all to have been used 
in either Johannesburg or Cape .Town, but, 

of course, that may merely be an accident 
of the collection and does not necessarily con
note that they were not in use at other 
stations. 

(e) Various Colours-Roulette 7 
Nine denominations. All of uniform "stan

dard". pattern: ld., dark blue, scarce; 2d., 
pale lilac, sca~ce; 4d., grey; 5d., bright red, 
shades; 6d., hght brown, scarce; 9d., blue
green, two types ~s in first issue; ls., dark 
salmon or pale brick red, shades, two types; 
2~ .• rose, two _types; 2s. 6d., light blue. 

The followmg little table of this rather 
het~rogeneous "issue" shows at a glance in 
~h1ch group or groups the various denomina
tions occur: 

Denomination Group 
a b C d 

ld. X X 
2d. • X X 
3d. X 
4d. X X 
5d. 
6d. X 
9d. X 
ls. X 
2s. X 
2s. 6d. 
5s. X 

10s. X 
20s. X 

5th ISSUE (1923-1930) 
(DESIGN RED RA WN-PERF 14-

V ARIOUS COLOURS) . 
TYPO GRAPHED 

e 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

I~ the material available for examination 
there seems to have been a hiatus in collect
mg from 1923 to 1926. The great majority 
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of the stamps of this issue show dates be
tween near the end of 1926 to October, 1930. 
I have seen one or two specimens with dates 
in 1923 and 1924, however, so it is probably 
fair to assume that the issue appeared in 
1923, especially seeing that very few of the 
4th issue have been seen with dates later 
than 1922. 

In this issue the design is uniform through
out all denominations, including the 20s. 
which is now of the same size as the others. 
The design is in general the same as before; 
but with differences in detail. 

The letters of "S.A.R." at the top and of 
"PARC ELS STAMP" at the bottom are 
different in type, the figures of value are in 
general smaller and neater, but perhaps the 
greatest change is in the lettering of the 

background. This now consists of "SOUTH
AFRICANRAILW A YS" only, the letters be
ing rather larger than before and it is spaced 
so that this one phrase just fits within the 
frame. Actually the final "S" very often 
merges into the inner frame line, but there 
is not sufficient variation in position to jus
tify any separation of two types as in pre
vious ssues. 

The perforating of this issue has been clean
Iv done. 
~ In all values there are slight differences 

in shades to be found, but they are not on 
the whole very great. 

Denominations 
ld., blue; 2d., pale mauve; 3d., (a) yellow, 

printing very indistinct, (b) light yellowish 
green; 4d., grey; 5d., bright red,· shades well 
marked; 6d., greyish brown; 9d., green, shades 
well marked; ls., pale brick red (shades); 
2s., rose; 2s. 6d., light blue; 5s., orange 
yellow (shades); 10s., olive or greenish grey; 
20s., yellowish brown. 

( To be continued) 

* * * MAFIA 
The B.P.A. reports in "Philately" that for 

the first time they have had a series of 
"G.R. Mafia" overprints on German East 
stamps submitted for expertising. These are 
not listed by S.G., but are given in Green
wood's specialised catalogue. The series re
,·ealed something new, however, viz. that the 
Opt. was made from two different hardstamps, 
not from one only. They occur se-tenant, 
the difference between them lying in the cha
racter of the "G" and the "R", overall mea
surements' being identical. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
The Editor, "S.A. Philatelist" 

Commercial Pinpricks 
Sir,-During the last three or four years it 

has been my very interesting experience to 
handle, clean and sort, in a good cause, some 
hundreds of thousands of used stamps. Most 
of them have been local issues, but there have 
been a considerable percentage of overseas 
emissions, very frequently-in these days of 
air mail-most of quite respectable face 
value. 

During my long enthusiasm for our hobby 
it has been a constant watchword never to 
pass on to a dealer or collector any stamp 
that I would not be pleased to include in my 
own collection. Consequently, as you will 
realise, when it came to actual disposal of 
the stamps, the numbers dwindled. It is really 
surprising how many of our stamps, passing 
safely through the post, are found after clean
ing to be torn, corners chipped, heavily can
celled, or otherwise unsuitable from a phila
telic standard. 

The feature that has most dismayed me, 
however, is the prevalence, for the greater 
part overseas, of the obnoxious habit of com
mercial perforation. It is not only mentally, 
but at times almost physically, sickening
and always arouses a feeling of anger-to 
discover that the $5 United States, the 10s. 
Great Britain or the hundred franc France, 
which one has been handling with particular 
care, is found after removal from its enve
lope to be punctured with the initials of some 
unknown "ABC" or "XYZ" commercial firm. 

Presumably the practice is a relic of the 
days when our early politicians (with tickets 
safely tucked away in their ample waistcoat 
pockets) endeavoured to discourage the sweep
stake habit, with the utterly naive and wholly 
unsubstantiated argument that their junior 
clerks were tempted to appropriate the con
tents of the office postage box in order that 
they, too, might participate. Many of these 
junior clerks are probably themselves business 
directors and general managers to-day, but 
they will not have forgotten these aspersions 
on their integrity. One point, however, may 
not have occurred to the leaders of industry 
who indulge in these stamp-pricking tactics. 
The recipient of the letter may be interested 
in stamps and may be annoyed to find a use
ful specimen wantonly defaced. His thoughts 
may presently run: "Ha, Ha! Mister XYZ, 
You would like me in this business deal to 
repose confidence in your integrity. But why 
should I do that, when it is self evident from 
the outset that you repose no confidence in 
the members of your own organisation?" I 
commend this little notion to some of our 
South African commercial men who may be 
interested in philately and at the same time 
opposed to the wanton destruction of works 
of art. 

Can anything be said in favour of the 
practice? 

Yours faithfully, 
W.J.E.B. 
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REVl,EWS A:ND NOTICES 
The United States Cornrnernorative Stamps of 

the Twentieth Century, by Max G. Johl. 
H. L. Lindquist, 2 West 46th Street, New 
York. Two volumes $10.00. 

So far we have only seen Vol. 1 of this 
,vork, which is philately de luxe, a book of 356 
pages covering the U.S. Commemoratives from 
1901-1935; the second volume will bring the 
study up to 1947. 

There are literally thousands of illustrations 
and every conceivable matter connected with 
each stamp is gone into in full detail. ,v e get 
the historical background, essays, proofs, 
methods of printing, numbers issued, flaws, 
varieties, shades, special cancellations associ
ated with the stamps, etc., etc. 

Fine co-operation is acknowledged from the 
Post Office Department and the Bureau of En
graving and Printing. 

Some hard knocks are given over the "Farley 
Follies" in a chapter entitled "Philately under 
Franklin D. Roosevelt," but they are probably 
not undeserved and it is not likely that such 
a blot on the escutcheon of American philately 
will occur again. • 

It is futile to recommend that this work 
should be in the hands of every advanced col
lector of U.S.A. stamps-they ,vill all n1Sh to 
have it. 

Caribbean Starnp and Exchange Club. 
We have received a notice about this club, 

which although going in for general corres
pondence and exchange, seems to specialise m 
West Indies. The manager is G . .J. Raymond, 
905 Curtis Avenue, Columbia, Missouri, U.S.A. 
The annual subscription is the equivalent of 
$1.00 U.S. payable in clean mint stamps, pre
ferably commemorotives. 

Le.c; Bleus de France. 
A new edition of this work, bringing it up

to-date. All relevant details about these 
stamps. A. Suarnet, 20 Place du Val, Provins 
( S. & M.), France. 700 Francs. 

The Jamaica Philatelist, 1947. 
Thanks to the ,Jamaica Philatelic Society 

and to Mr. E. F. Aguilar, Box 406, Kingston, 
for this, the Society's Annual Magazine. 
Articles in it include a list of Jamaican P.O.'s; 
a short history of the locally printed St. Lucia 
postage dues; The Stamps of the St. Lucia 
Steam Conveyance Co., Ltd.; and Jamaica 
Postal Markings. 

Bolletirw Ra ybandi. 
A price-list of air stamps. Dr. L. Rayhaudi 

Massilia, Via Rasella, Rome. 

L'Argus Philatelic. 
A new French philatelic monthly, 3 Rue 

Stella, Lyon. 

Sea poster. 
Monthly bulletin of the Maritime Postmark 

Society. Gustav .J. Lund, 13G Highland Blvd.,. 
Berkeley 8, California. Membership for for
eign countries 50c. yearly. 
T.P.O .. 

Monthly bulletin of the T.P.O. and Seapost 
Society. Norman Hill, N etherleigh, Old 
Wortley Road, Rotherham, England. Oversea 
members 2s. 6d. yearly. 
Boletin de la Sociedad Filatelica Mexican'L. 

Partly in Spanish, partly in English. Mem
bership of the Society $1.00 (U.S.A.) or 
equivalent yearly. ,Jose Azuela No. 31, Desp. 
13, Mexico, D.F. 

Stamps Wanted 
As the largest wholesale stamp dealer in the 
United States, we constantly buy wholesale 

quantities of: 

SETS PACKETS Kl LOW ARE 
SINGLE STAMPS 

Send us a detailed list of your offers, which 
will receive our prompt, careful attention. 
References will be sent on request (if you do 
not already know us) so that you may deal 

with us with complete confidence 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
BOSTON MASS., U.S.A. 

STELLALAND 
The "Philatelic Magazine" of 21 March 

had a paper by Mr. F. Lutz, entitled "The 
Postage Stamps of a Miniature Republic
Stellaland". At the time we thought this 
would be a challenge to one A. A. Jurgens, 
and sure enough, in their issue of 19 Septem
ber he points out Mr. Lutz\; many inaccura
cies in "The Truth Behind the Stamps of 
Stellaland". If you swalJowed l\'.Ir. Lutz, try 
Mr. Jurgens as an antidote. 

* GERMANY 
"Equator," the Hamburg Philatelic paper, 

reports the issue of a 7pf. value of the Rhine
land-Pfalz issue, on 84 pf., in dark green. 
It shows the 1·uins of Gutenf el and the Pfalz 
Cac;;tle on an island in the Rhine. 

~hey also report two more values of Leipzig 
Fair stamps, 12 and 75 pf., and 84 pf. and lm 
sta!llps of both the Baden and Wurtemburg 
series. · 

It is hoped we are nearing an end of these 
local issues in the French zone and that only 
the numeral stamps will be used throughout 
all Germany. 

* CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
The P.O. Philatelic Agency sends a special 

envelope _and two stamps (1.20 and 4K), com
memoratmg the tenth anniversary of the 
death of their President-Liberator, T. G. 
Masaryk. 
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THE 

MAY~FLOWER 
STAMP CO. 

(Formerly J. REECE & Co.) 

Members of Stamp Dealers Association. 

18 YORK STREET 

PLYMOUTH 

The most practicable means of keeping 
up-to-date with New Issues of the 
Empire is by membership of a New 
Issue Service. Please send for particu
lars of our unique 10% on Face Value 
Service. Any Colony, any values, etc. 

Also send for particulars of our 
Approval Only Used Service, for any 

or all Colonies. 

Aden, K.G.VI., ½a. to 14a., used, cat. 
6/10 . . . . . . . . . . 

British Somaliland, 1938 mint, ½a. to 12a., 
cat. 24/6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
'''lr. 20/-, *2r. 22/6, .Sr. (cat. 40/-) 18/-
5r. (cat. 50/-) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Falkland Is., R;.G.VI., obsol. col. ld. 
199a), 2d. (100) and 2½d. mint . . . . 

Kenya, 5c., 10c. and 20c. War Prov., mint 
pairs . . . . . . . ............ . 
70c., <;Io. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 

Mauritius Jubilee complete, mint or use.d 
1944 perf. 14 x 15, 2c., 5c., 10c. and 
12c., used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Do., 2c mint, cat. 3/6 . . . . . . . . 

Newfoundland 1939 Royal Visit, mint .. 
Norfolk Is., ?;d." to 1/- mint 4/6; 2/-
New Zealand Chamber of Commerce set 

4/-

16/-

18/-

5/6 

2/-
1/0 

85/-

10/-
1/-

2/6 

2/2 

comp!., used . . . . . . . . . . . . 8/-
Sarawak 1941 Cent., complete mint . . 25/-

Royal Cypher, complete mint . . . . 28/6 
Tanganyika SG 74-84b mint 45/-, 85 15/-

86b . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . 19/-
A lot of other items in stock. Price lists sent 
on request. W:tnt lists solicited. C.W .0. Postage 

Extra. 

* Denotes limited quantity 

Atlas Stamp Agency~ 
P.O. Box 1647, 

NAIROBI, KENYA. 

Chas. P. Perks & Son's Sales. 
(EAST LONDON). 

IMPORTANT 
Pub I ic Auction Sale of 

A STAMP COLLECTION, 
(approx. 200 lots) 

Briti8h ·Colonial :Mint and Used Rarities 
and Sets. British and Foreign Com
memorative Sets. Several Very Fine 

Collections, etc., etc. 

The Sale will take place 
at our Mart (upstairs), Market Square, 

on 

FRIDAY, 16th JANUARY 1948, 
Commencing at 2 p.m. sharp. 

Full descriptive catalogues available 
from the Auctioneers. Postal bids ac
cepted. The collection will be on view 

on Thursday, January 15th, 1948. 

P.O. Box 378 --- Telephone 3262 
East London 

CHAS. P. PERKS & SON, 
AUCTIONEERS, ESTATE AGENTS 

Al\D SWORN APPRAISERS 

WANT LISTS 
The system is simple: just name the 
Country or Colony (British Common
wealth only) with the catalogue num
bers and M (for mint) or U (for used) 
against the number. I will send you a 
pro-forma invoice for what I can sup
ply, or, if already known to me, the 
stamps themselves will be sent for your 
consideration. Everything I submit is 
on full approval and returns are not 
questioned except that your reasons will 

be a guide for future sendings. 

GOLD COAST - MINT 

S.G. S.G. S.G. 
14 4/- 43 3/- 79 3/-
15 1/8 44 3/3 79a 4/3 
21 1/6 57 30/- 81 6/6 
27 0/6 60 0/7 81a 17/6 
27a 8/- 61 1/4 82c 35/-
36 1/4 62 2/- 107 3/-
38 0/5 66 8/9 111 10/-
40 2/4 69 0/2 112 21/-
42 3/- 77b 6/- Dl 3/-

Subject to stock. Post extra under 5/-. 

R. T. LILLEY, 
7, HANNIBAL ST., KENSINGTON, 

JOHANNESBURG. 
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BRITISH COLONIALS 
:Mauritius 

September 2 was the centenary of the 
famous "Post Office" stamps. The August
September issue of "The Stamp Lover" illus
trates 25 of the 26 known specimens. 

A commemorative set of 5c, 12c, 20c and 
lR will be issued, it is hoped, by the end of 
the year. The design these will have is a 
horizontal oblong format with .a reproduction 
of the "Post Office" stamp on the left and 
the King's head and value on the right. 
Kenya 

Releases of printings of the 10, 20, 30, 
50 cents and 1, 2, 3 and 5 shilling values 
in July show some slight shade variations but 
for once in a way there are no perforation 
changes. 

The 20c is from plates 6 (frame) and 6a 
(centre); the 50c from 2 (frame) and 2b 
(centre) .and the ls. from 1 (frame) and 6b 
(centre). 
N. Borneo 

The 2c and 4c of the "Cypher" overprint 
were put on sale on September 1. 
N. Rhode&ia 

Mr. W. Nodder reports a new type of post
mark, in use at Lusaka. "Northern Rho
desia" at the bottom of the mark, is in two 
lines; in-the date across the centre, the month 
is in Roman figures and the hour is given 
on the 24-hour system, e.g. 14-15, not 2-3 p.m. 
S. Rhodesia 

The philatelic press reports varieties in the 
imprint of the Victory issue; evidently there 
was more than one frame or plate used in 
the printing 
W. Indie!-1 

The Bahamas are to have an issue of fifteen 
denominations to commemorate the ter
centenary of the Eleutherian Adventurers, 
printed in Canada from designs chosen by an 
advis,ory committee. (It is presumed everyone 
knows who the said adventurers were!) 

The transposed colours (2½d. and 3d.) of 
the c~vman I~lands went on sale on August 
25. The Virgin Islands. Montserrat and St. 
Kitts are all to have 10s. and £1 stamps. 
Zanzibar 

The latest printing released in June, shows 
some small changes in shade and perforation. 
ThP, 5c is now a definite green instead of a 
yellow green and is perf. 14 x 13 3/ 4 in nlace 
of 14. The 20c and 50c are somewhat differ
ent in shade and show the same slight varia
tion in perforation. 

J,. 

FRANCE 
The latest commemorative (5 September), 

a 6+4Fr. is of the Road to Liberty (Caen 
to Paris) along ,vhich the Allied forces raced 
in 1944. 

BRAZIL 
Two stamus were issued on August 15 in 

honour of thP- Inter-American Defence Con
ference held there. "Peace and Security" is 
their motive. 

THE B.P.A. 
It is announced that Birmingham has had 

to be cut out of the programme of their Exhi
bition .as the city is too busy, but it will stiH 
be shown in Glasgow and Manchester after 
London. 

Their latest .activity is the launching of 
NOSPI-a register of the Numbers ,of Stamps 
Printed and Issued. This is intended to cover 
the whole world and already some 500 stamps 
from some 42 different countries have been 
listed; for the time being the larger printings 
are being by-passed and the countries in S.G. 
Part I are receiving first consideration. This 
register should be of considerable use to both 
collectors and dealers. 

The Expert Committee states in "Philately" 
re Forgeries: "Transvaal has had most of its 
terrors removed by the magnificent volume 
written by Curle and Basden, but the com
mittee would welcome some ocular evidence 
and tests with which one c.an determine with 
any degree of certainty between the original, 
reprinted and forged printings of S.G. 175-
187. 200-212a and the kindred issues." 

Here is a chance for co-operation by our 
Transvaal specialists. 

* PHILATELIC WAR IN ANTARCTICA 
There are rival claimants to the ownershin 

o~ the Falkland Islands and of its Dependen~
cies. 

Argentina has for over a century disputed 
the British claim to ownership of the Falk
lands, and in 193fi issued a map stamp in 
which these islands were coloured as Argen
tinian. 

Britain staked her claim to the Dependen
~ies in ~908 a~d the ge?eral issue map stamps 
issued m 1946 show its extent. Argentina 
made a formal protest. 

Now there are further developments, Chile 
coming into, the picture as w:ell as the Argen
tine. In the early 1940's she sent down an 
expedition into the South Shetland area and 
a decree was published on 6th November, 1940, 
laying claim to a sector of Antarctica includ
ing the whole of Graham Land and the South 
Shetlands and narrowing right down to the 
South Pole. She has just issued a map stamp 
showing this sector. 

On the heels of this come two stamps from 
Argentina in commemoration of the first An
tarctic post, in February, 1904. This, of 
course, refers to the post in the S. Orkneys 
when they set up a meteorological station 
there, which station has been kept going ever 
since. The stamps are similar in theme to 
the Chilean one; the sector of Antarctica 
claimed on them, althoug-h not quite identical, 
also includes Graham Land and the South 
S"hetlands, but extends further east so as to 
include all the Falkland Islands Dependencies. 

It would appear now as if Argentina and 
Chile are not only up against Great Britain, 
but also against each other in their claims as 
to Antarctic sovereignty. 

Will UNO be called in and have to hold an 
Antarctic session after settling ( ?) some of 
the other little troubles on its agenda? 
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THANKS 
mainly to assistance received 
during the past month from G. 
Carleton Jones, Esq., my want list 
to complete the World Collection 
of normal stamps, to 1933 issues, 
is now down to 

2S24 

Hurry up, collectors and dealers, 
if you wish to help me. Good 
price·s for good copies. Want list 
of any country upon 1application. 

E. HIJNT, 
Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

MONTHLY APPROVAL SELECTIONS 
are amongst the features of our 

FOREIGN 
NEW ISSUE SERVICE 

No deposit necessary but subscribers are· 
required to settle within two days of receipt 

of selections. 
Subscriptions are accepted for any of the 

follo,ving groups :-
FA. All Foreign Issues available. 
FB. Special New Issues ouly, viz., Air 

stamps. Commemoratives, Pictorials, 
Provisionals, Souvenir Sheets, Red Cross 
stamps, etc., etc. (Please indicate re
quirements.) 

FC. New Iss11es of individual countries. 
(Please indicate countries required.) 

Stamps will be offered at face value or cost 
to us, plus commission. 

Under present conditions we cannot, of course, 
guarantee to supply every newly issued stamp, 
and the rn.t1:, over face value at which we 
supply is bound to vary, b11t it is our aim 
to make distributions as comprehensive as 
possible and to charge not more. than is 
necessary in order to maintain an efficient 

Service. 
Applications should be accompanied by two 
references and full particulars given as to 

requirements. 

DAVID FIELD LTD. 
Stamp Dealers since 1884 

7 VIGO ST., LONDON, W.I 

JAPAN:ESE 
OF 

OCCUPATION1 

BURM·A 
We are the leading specialists in Great 
Britain in these interesting issues, and 
are offering another fine collection in 

our Sale of 

22nd N~vembe~ 1947 
together with our usual range of other 
fine properties. Catalogue descriptions 
are comprehensive and accurate, while 
Overseas bids are handled with care and 

discernment. 

EASTB1 0URN:E 
STAMP AUCTION·S 

LIMITED 

South Street, Eastbourne. 
Sussex England. 

Jol111 P. Shingler, 
B.P.A. 

27 Terminus St., East London, C.P. 

SPECIAL NOTICE 
I am closing down my business, and as 
from the 1st November my address will 
be: 

Sa DUTTON RD., CAMBRIDGE WEST 
EAST LONDO~, C.P. 

I shall continue my postal Exchange Club, 
known as the South African Philatelic Associa
tion. The name of this Association will be 
slightly changed to the 

SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIC 
EXCHANGE CLUB 

Supplies of philatelic accessories, such as Cata
logues, Albums, etc., New Issue Service and 
Approvals will be available to members. Will 
new members provide the usual business refer
ences. 

Visitors are welcome and appointments may 
be arranged by telephone. 
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HUNGARY 
The philatelic agency reports the issue on 

September 22 ,of a 60f stamp in honour of 
the coming into force of the Peace Treaty. 
It features a kneeling woman with a dove 
of peace and a wheat sheaf. 

GREAT BRITAIN 
It was announced by the P.M.G. in a cir

cular of 17.7.47 that the sheets of British 
postage stamps could no longer bear control 
numbers in the margins, although the cylin
der numbers would still appear. The current 
control number, U47, will therefore be "the 
last of the Mahicans" so far as this branch 
of collecting is concerned. The guide arrows 
at the top and sides will still remain. 

We have seen the Year Book of the Phila
telic Congress of Great Britain, held at Bir
mingham on September 9 to 12. There are 
several interesting articles in it, including one 
by Mr. W. H. S. Cheavin on the application 
of X-ray photography to Philately. It looks 
as if X-rays could be more valuable than 
ultra-violet light for many purposes. 

The Congress has suffered a great loss by 
the death of the Rev. C. S. Morton, for many 
years the honorary secretary. Mr. E. F. 
Hugen has been acting temporarily, and at 
the Congress he was elected permanently. 

Later reports show the Congress to have 
been a great success, some 200 delegates 
attending. There was a good supply ,of phila
telic mementos-special envelopes showing an 
outline map of England with Birmingham at 
its centre; a special cog-wheel postal cancel-
lation; a series of 6 cards with 51 reproduc
tions of Birmingham postmarks from 1715-
1944; a set ,of 4 sheets of Congress labels in 
different colours, four labels per sheet show
ing scenes from some of the city's 1,000 
trades. Thanks to Messrs. Percy C. Bishop, 
Francis J. Field, Ltd., Wm. C. Hinde, and C. 
Drewe for specimens. 

AUSTRIA 
A set of six semi-postals has been issued 

to raise funds for P.O.W.'s still in Allied 
camps. They are almost as depressing in 
appearance as the Czech's Lidice stamp. 

CORRECTIONS 
Kenya Machine Cancella t~ons 

The statement in the 3rd paragraph of Mr. 
Turnstall's article (August issue, p. 124) that 
a new canceller was introduced at Nairobi, 
"probably .a Newport one" should read "pro
bably a Neopost one". 

Some Old O.V.S. Items 
In our October issue, p. 154. the heading 

"(3) Fiscal Stamps Partially Used" should be 
"Postally Used", and in the first line of the 
paragraph on p. 158, headed "(4) Boxed 'Ge
registreerd' marks", fhe word "more" should 
be "none". 

EXCHANGE WANTED 
Australia 

Mr. R. Eardley, of 3, Hillview Street, Sans 
Souci, N.S.W., wishes to exchange stamps 
and general correspondence. 

Hungary 
Dr. Vigh Miklos, of "T.apolca", Sumegi ut 5, 

wishes to exchange any African or any British 
colonfals for any European. 

NEW STAMP-ISSUING COUNTRIES 
Recent developments in India will neces

sarily mean many new stamps. We under
stand Pakistan's were not ready for founda
tion day, so -they had stamps of India over
printed as provisionals. India, by the 
way, according to "India's Stamp Journal", 
had still-born "Bantams" during the war. 
They ran short of paper, contemplated fol
lowing South Afric~'s lead and actually had 
essays made, but manufacturing difficulties 
delayed thei.r issue and with the cessation 
of hostilities in Europe the idea was dropped. 

Overprints for Kuwait and Bahrein will 
no doubt also be changed and these small 
states may have their own issues. 

It is rumoured that UNO will also have its 
own stamps. 

The Tokelau (Union) Islands, near Samoa, 
are to have their own stamps in the near 
future. The first issue will be of 3 denomina
tions only, ½cl., ld. and 2d. 

(!]111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111!1111111111111111111111111111111111111 llfllllllllllllllllllllllllllltlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllle,) 

Fine British (Jolo11ials : 
Selections of the above are sent on approval to serious collectors against references. 

Range I. Early issues, which can be selected from at one-third 
of catalogue price. 

Range 2. Modern issues (1900 on) in mint state, mostly at 
50% off catalogue. 

Range 3. Modern issues ( 1900 on) superb used, mostly at 50% 
off catalogue. 

J. BIRD, 116, Highlands Heath, London, S.W.15, England 
.S,11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111('.J 
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QUALITY -THE HIGHEST 
Stamps for the Specialist and the General Collector 

If you are interested in CLASSICS ask for our list of RARITIES. 
If a General Collector, then we are confident that our MONTHLY LIST of 

BRITISH EMPIRE STAMPS will be of interest. These lists are sent on 
application, post free by ordinary post, or by Air Mail at 1/- per copy, 12/- for 
12 months. 

We deal in stamps of all the world, and all stamps are sold subject to the 
buyer's satisfaction against cash or British reference. Our stock is a large one, 
and we are pleased to send selections of any country to responsible collectors. 

STATE YOUR WANTS 
British Empire stamps from Queen Victoria to King George VI. 

H. E. WINGFIELD, 
392 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2., ENGLAND. 

Phone TEMple Bar 4136 

WEEKLY ST AMP 
AUCTION SALES 
CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 

Postal bids accepted 

EVERY 
TUESDAY 

12.45 - 2 p.m. 

Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

HUGH M. THOM-PSON JOHANN1ESBURG LTD. 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

124, MARSHALL STREET, 

JOHANNESBURG 

179 
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SOCIETY NEWS I 
---·······--······--····· 

EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, J. V. Jensen; Hon. Serretnrv, \Y. ,T. 

GillE'spie l'.0. Box 678. Jleeti11gs, 2nd l<'ridays, aboye 
Colosseu~n 'rheatre 'l'ea Room, at 7.45 p.rn. 

September: 'I'he Exhibition Committee reported 
good progress _iu the arrangements for tlie Exlli
l>ition and for Congress. 

I•'irst day covers were shown from Denmark, U.S.A., 
and Norfoik Island. Mr. llillman donated a framed 
picture of American CommemoratiYes, which it was 
decided should be raffffled at the Exhibition. 

The displays for the evening were (a) a !nint 
<·ollection of Egypt by ::\Ir. C. P. Durkin, and (b) 
Belgium from mid-period to present day. 

October : .U i his mePting we were doubl;v !lon
oured with the presPnce of Dr. J. Han·py-Pirie, J'rC'S
ident of the Philatelic PPderation, and }Ir. G. Porlws, 
J 'resident of the l'ort Elizabeth Society ; m.any ol!l 
acquaintances ,vere nmewed and new ones madf'. 
::\Ir. li'orbes hit the ceiling by saying that the P.E. 
members were now looking for K.G. VII stamps to 
add to their hoarded collections. 

::\Iuch business was dealt with and reportf> from 
Exhibition arnl Congres:s CornmittPf'S show that these 
items were well ca1·ed for and su<·eess :u;sured. 

Exhibition entries are coming in steadily, bm: as 
our President remarked, we would like to see more 
t->Utries from medium and junior eolleetors as it is 
this vast slepping membership that will supply the 
philatelists of the future. l1'urther interest in the 
hobby among the younger collectors will be fos
tered bv that type of collection on exhibit as being 
nearer ·to their own small effort. It must not be 
construed that any collection is too big and none 
is too small as contrast these bvo entries: (1) A 
s,in~de bloek of 4 Rtamps. and ( 2) a ,vhole country 
comprising mauy Yolumes. 

An exhibit which should bring real pleasure to 
f;outh Afri·<"an collectors will be that from the 
G.P.O. eomprising current i:sstw:s in various print
ings, shades and showing the dates of issue. 

Readers are reminded of the special exhibition 
eoYers available from the Hecretary. Thesf' will bP 
franked and posted at the exhibition on date nnd 
will lwar a speci~l oval cancellation, by kind per• 
mission of the G.P.O. 

The evening ,vas rounded off by two fine displays. 
one of Germany by l\1r. F. Hearns, and the other 
of West Indies by l\Ir. Conrlander. 

Readers intending to visit ]Cast London and the 
Bxhibition are advise~l to contact the Secretary as 
soon as pos:sihle as nccommodation is fast being 
booked up, dne to the Centenary celebrations. 

\Y.J.G. 

* PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, F. C. Perguson; Hon. Sec., H. Ende

mann, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mondays, 
8 p.m., Technical College. 

1:st ~PptPmbPr: }fr. }'prgmwn rpad a papPr on i he 
"Sea Floor, Bahamas" Post Office, telling 1v, In
teresting history and describing what vi:sitors to 
thi:s under sea Post Office could do and could not do. 

::\Ir. Dodd talked on Revenue Stamps, l\fr. Hawke 
on K.E. VII Fiscals with head and value inverted, 
and Mr. \Vright on l\Iulready envelopes. Major ,·an 
HlommPstein exhibitPd and <lc>scriht>d various items 
with interesting postmark:s, and Mr. Endemann re
f Prred to a Canadian 7-½ c. used on a letter posted in 
tha U.S.A. 

The Vice-president fini:sherl the eYening ""ith· a 
paper on the Chalon Head of Queen Victoria. 

15th September: ::\Ir. Bottomley gave a paper on 
the pictorial issnes of S.W.A. and l\Ir. GioYanetti 
showed part of his collection of that country's stamps 

ORAXGE FREE STATE AXD BASUTOLAND 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President_, ::\Ir. C . .-\, Larsen; Hon. Secretary, ~lr
H. G. Lyon, Hox 70:.?, Bloemfontein; Jleetings, :C:nl 
t·~1days eaeh 211ontl1, Orai1je Kottielrnis, Bloemfontein, 
,.00 p.m. 

At the annual general meeting-, held in Septem
ber, the following committee was elected for the 
ensuing year: Pre$ident, ::\Ir. C. A'. Larsen; Vice
l'resident .. :.\lr. J. Lewis: Hon. :-lecretary-'.rreasun•r, 
::\Ir. H. G. Lyon; Exehange Superintendent, Mr . .-\. 
G. Dennie ; l'ublicity Officer, Dr. K. Preund ; Hon. 
Auditor, )Ir. F. B. Ca tell; Hon. Auctioneer, l\fr. }I. 
Li:ss; eommittte members, ::\lessrs. H. A. Brown, E.. 
Freund, ::\I. Liss. 

The October meeting was a very pleasant affair, the 
eYening being taken up mainly with a yariety of 
stamp displays. The feature "Stamp Xews ot the 
::\lonth'' has been re-introduced and is now ably con
ducted by )Ir. .L G. Denne. .:\Ir. Denne gaYe :1 
brief suney of the most interesting philatelic news 
of the month, iilustrating them as far as possible 
with actual :stamps. \Yhen referring, for instance, 
to 8tanley Gibbons' ballot in connection with the 
best British stamp designs of the last few years, 
)Ir. ]Jenne JH'PsPnted the result of this competition 
by tabling all the actual stamps in the order they 
won. 

Another innoni.tion at meetings i:s that the usual 
"one country" display, often too highbrow for a 
society nwPtiug, has been dispensP<l with, and in
stea·d a regular "three men" display has been intro
duced, where three members show jointly a few in
teresting pages from their collections. At this meet
ing, ::\lr. F. n. Catell showed some Canadian stamps 
and C.S.A. Commemoratives. :\Ir. H. A. Brown dis
played son'le more pages from his Geographical col
lection, and ::\fr. H. G. Lyon tabled a few pages 
with early Deehuanaland stamps in brilliant con
dition. This experiment of presenting a colourful 
ntriety of different stamp tn1es and contrasting 
"write-ups" was a complete success and appre<>iated 
by all present. K.F. 

)(,. 

l\IARITZBURG PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Ohairrnan, C. R. Turner; Hon. Secreto-ry, R. 

Morton, P.O. Box 328, Pietermaritzburg; Meeting.'!, 
2nd Friday in each month at 211 Burger Street, 
7.45 p.m. 

The monthly meetin.c: of tlH~ }Iaritzburg Philatelic 
Society was held on Friday, the 10th of October; 
there was a good attendancP. Dr. Young gave an in
teresting talk on "Condition" of stamps, illustrating 
the points he wished members to guard against. 

The seeolH1 part of the competition was held, the 
entries were fair, bnt the quality of stamps exhibited 
was very good. A successful auction tPrminatPd the 
meeting, which pleased the members. C.RT. ... 
THE PIIILA'l'ELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 

President Dr. A. Kaplan;_ Ilo11. Sec., l\Ir. J. H. 
,Jenkins, P.6. Box 4967; Mcetinr;s, 2nd Tuesdays and 
..Jeth ::\Iondays, Public Library, 7.4() p.m. 

At the meeting held on 29th September a com
petition was arrang-ed by Comrna1i1ler Enoch and )Ir. 
L;nlall. All the members present took part in it. 
They were required to an:-:wer a number of qnPstions 
which were a searchiug test of philatelic knowledge. 
'.l'he winner was 3fr. B. Glassman, who was awarded 
a prize giYen by the Society. 

At the lllPt'ting held on 1-lth Oetober, the exhibit 
was provided by ::\.Ir. Carleton ,Tones, who showed a 
portion of his European Imperforates. l\Ir. Carleton 
.TonP8 wa& unable to he prPsent, but ::\fr. ,leeks 
<lP)phtisPd for him and rf'lHl a few notes ahout the 
exhibit. 

The PXhihit included sneh rarities as a sheet of 
Roumania, ::\[oldo-\Yallaehia, ktrips of Lnxpmburg 
Xo. 1, a cover with a Saxony 3 Pfennig red of 1850, 
covers with the first i:ssues of Spain, Switzerland, 
and numProus others. Great Britain ld. Black :-ind 
:.?d. Blue werP rPprel',ented by/ strips on con•rs. Tlwre 
were sheets of Tuscany, Portugal and Gprrnan statPs. 
Every specimen, rnillt and used, was in perfect con
dition, and the exhibit was beautifully written up. 

l\fr. Bue-hen and ::\Ir. E. Hunt spoke on the ex-
hibit. I.I. 
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Union Notes L _____________________ _ M. Silver Jubilee with large black smudge 

over the King's face extending over to the 
left springbok. 
King's Head 3d., Perf. 14 x 13¾: 

Following up his recording of the ls. in 
this perforation in our June issue, p. 81, Mr. 
Patrick Riordan has now found the 3d. black 
and orange-red, S.G. 14, similarly perforated. 
This seems to suggest the possibility of the 
whole of this set of stamps having received 
this second gauge of perforation, and it would 

Union Stamps: 
In October we published a letter from a 

British firm of dealers saying "Long live the 
present set". As a counterblast the "Phila
telic Trader" now comes out with "Thank 
goodness South Africa is 
at last going to do some
thing about her stamps. 
Too long have we had to 
endure poor production 
and those absurd ban
tams. Now the whole lot 
is going to be thrown 
overboard and we will 
look forward with keen 
interest to the new de
signs. . . . Let us hope 
that the Union will this 
time make all their 
stamps bilingual - it will 
save us buying two of 
each." 

Unrecorded Minor 
Varieties: 
Mr. E. White has shown 

us the following: 
?id. Springbok, London 

print (a) broken U in 
Revenue, like a J; (b) 
broken O in Inkomste, like 
a C; (c) broken s in Pos
seel, only lower part of it 

')."l"(l,\\V,?.\\Yi7.~~\\V,?.W,?.*i7.\\V,?.\\vi7.\\Vt\\V,?.\\Y',?.*i7.*~~ 
~;.}W,},W) • .,,.'!).}W).}W).}W).}W).}W,}W.}W).}W)~.~~ 

~ ~ 
~ otbristmas- ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~du !tar. ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Wishing our writers, readers ~ 
~ and advertisers a Merry ~ i Xmas. Leave stamps aside II 
~ that day, and perhaps the :;_ 
~ day after, in case of the ~ 
~ almost unbelievable possibil- ~ 
~ ity of them going stale on ~ 
~ you! Then up and at 'em ~ 
~ -;a 
~ and may 1948 be a year of ~ 
~ good stamp hunting. ~ I ~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

be interesting to establish 
the period of its usage 
from control blocks. 
There is no mistaking 
even single specimens 
as they can be recognised 
by the corner perforation 
edges looking like line 
perforation, although, as 
explained in the previous 
communication, the per
foration is probably an 
adjusted comb one. 

Minor Flaws and Shade 
Varieties on Current 
fd., Id. and 1 fd.: 
Mr. C. Sieberhagen 

notes the following: ~d. 
(which cylinders?), a tag 
on the springbok's left 
ear, stamp No. 4, row 3; 
ld. (printing with No. 1 
stamp in English, but 
centre not brownish
black) the third stamp 
from the end of the second 
row has a red blob over 

present; (d) broken P of Postage, stem gone. 
3d. blue, King's Head, Plate 1. Head dis

placed downwards, jubilee line broken, dark 
smudge over top of head and additional frame 
line above the head. 

Three ld. Coronations used in Kimberley as 
Postage Dues on May 11, 1937, apparently 
because of a temporary shortage of proper 
Postage Due Stamps. 

the "1" of ld. and the dash between "Post
age" and "Revenue"; Hd., the flaw noted in 
the September issue appears to be the same 
as 60 Va in the Federation's catalogue (p. 52), 
the flaws Vb and V d are also now constantly 
present. This, of course, is not to be won
dered at as the present printing is from the 
same cylinders as were used originally in 
1941. The Hd. shows shade varieties in the 
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gold background; sometimes it is reddish 
gold, sometimes yellow-gold. 

S.W.A. Royal Visit ld.: 

Mr. Sieberhagen also notes that the small 
black dot ref erred to in our August issue 
as occurring between the W and the A of 
S.W.A. is of fairly common occurrence on the 
2nd and 8th stamps of nearly every row. 

Revenue Used as Postage Due: 
Mr. J. F. Keogh, Heilbron, records a 3d. 

revenue stamp used for postage due, date 
13th February, 1943. 

· "Caslon" Numeral Dies: 
Mr. Sydow's article on another page may 

recall to some of our readers that the word 
"Caslon" itself has been recorded on some of 
our stamps, viz., ld. Roto Official and ld. 
S.W.A. (S.G.46). Evidently the printer was 
using Caslon type for the overprints and how 
the Caslon slug can have slipped in is de
scribed in the "South African Philatelist," 
Vol X, 1934, p. 186 and Vol. XI, 1935, pp. 18 
and 40. 

Mr. Sydow tells an interesting little story 
of how he came to identify Caslons with the 
figures of value on some of our Postage Due 
stamps and on some Colonials. Looking at 
his calendar one day, he subconsciously noted 
how closely a figure "6" resembled the 6 on 
the 1927-28 Postage Due; this led to his visit-

ing the printer of the calendar, where he
found Caslon type was used. This led to his 
acquiring a 1911 catalogue of the Caslon firm, 
and this led-but you must read his article 
for the rest of the story. It shows, however, 
how a trifle may lead to quite an important 
discovery, for this is important, far beyond 
the boundary of South African philately. 

De La Rue have used such type as far back 
as 1885 in the case of Trinidad stamps, but 
no one seems to have noted it before. 

Incidentally, this present article by Mr. 
Sydow is his 40th communication to the "South 
African Philatelist." Congratulations! We 
will soon be having to issue a special semi
centennial number! 

Christmas Seals: 
This year's Christmas stamps for the Anti

Tuherculosis Campaign are in brown and 
purple. They feature a boy and girl looking 
up at a dove with an olive branch, there being 
a floodlit double cross in the background. 

* * * 
ROYAL VISIT-OFFICIAL FRANK 

Mr. W. Yelland has shown an envelope with 
a Pilot Train postmark, but instead of a stamp 
it has an official frank in red. This is a 
crowned large oval with "Royal Visit-South 
Africa" at the top and "Koninklike Besoek
Suid Africa" below; in the centre is "Official 
Free/194 7 /Offisieel Vry." 

Jou Jiuckp l)eoplt. 
You know, you really are lucky if you collect KG VI stamps, or have made up 

your mind to do so, for you are on the best thing in philately. 

All the time we are buying collections of customers who have been collecting 
KG VI stamps for a few years, and every time they make a nice little profit. Besides 
that, just think of the fun they have had over and above the monetary gain they 
have made. Do you know of any other form of human activity where you so com
pletely retain your cake after having eaten it? Lead us to it, please, if you do. 

We only stock KG VI stamps. For a decade now we have literally lived with 
them and we are more enthusiastic than ever about their prospects, and we haven't 
lost money up to now. We are proud of our stock, our prices and service, and so 
will you be if you give us a chance to serve you. Remember, be you beginner or ad
vanced collector, we cater for you. Send an air-letter for a copy of our list (2/- a 
year) and we'll send you one by air-mail. Then you will see how worthwhile the 
bit of trouble was. 

~be Qtommonluealtb ~tamp Qtop., 
7, JLeatbtr JLant, I.ibtrpool 2: <fnglanb. 
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• 
We carry large stocks of Foreigns 

and British Colonials. Want lists 

receive our careful attention. Let 

us know your requirements and 

we will do our best to help you. 

Approval books sent to interested 

parties. Write or call for our free 

price-list. 

• 
330, Grand National· Buildings, 

Rissik Street, 
Johannesburg - South Africa 

... 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111c11111111111111111111111111111111111111a. 

Chas. P. Perks & Son's Sales· 
(EAST LONDON). 

IMPORTANT 
Public Auction Sale of 

A STAMP COLLECTION, 
( approx. 200 lots) 

British ,Colonial Mint and Used Rarities 
and Sets. British and Foreign Com
memorative Sets. Several Very Fine 

Collections, etc., etc. 

The Sale will take place 
at our Mart (upstairs), Market Square, 

on 

FRIDAY, 16th JANUARY 1948, 
Commencing at 2 p.m. sharp. 

Full descriptive catalogues available 
from the Auctioneers. Postal bids ac
cepted. The collection will be on view 

on Thursday, January 15th, 1948. 

P.O. Box 378 --- Telephone 3262 
East London 

CHAS. P. PERKS & SON~ 
AUCTIONEERS, ESTATE AGENTS 

AND SWORN APPRAISERS 

SOME INEXPENSIVE s,ns 
New Zealand Anzac pair, SG391/2 8d. 

Chambe1· of Commerce . . . . . . 5/6 
Nigeria K.G. V 19::16 set to 2/6 (9 

stamps) . . . . .. _. .. .. . ... H>/6 
0.F.S. K.R single CA set to fld. . . 8/0 
St. Helena Hl::14 Centenary set to 6d. . . 20/0 
Samoa beautiful current set of nine 

stamps, ~d. to 3/- . . . . . . . . . . 7 /fi 
R. L. Htevernion set of ::1, ld.-2½d. . . 6/0 

i;uerra Leone rn::12 set to 6d ......... 10/G 
South Africa 1933 Voortrekker set in 

fine used pairs. SG:-i0-3::1 . . . . . . l:1/0 
1938 Voortrekker set of four fine used 

pairs, SG7fl-79 . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 /ti 
lfl:38 Gov. Voor. pair, AGS0-1 . . . . :'l/0 
19::19 Hnguenot set in hor. pairs .. 10/ii 
Ditto, fine used pairs . . . . . . . . . . 11/6 

Southern Africa-all five Victory sets in 
mint horizontal pairs (13) ...... 1:i/0 

Southern ~ige1ia K.G. V set to 1/-. 
SG43-:i0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . 17 /6 

Southern Rhodesia 1940 Jubilee set . . 4/0 
S.W. Afrira Hi39 Hup;uenot SPt, SGlll-3 19/G 

1928 Dues, HGIH0-1, singlps . . . . . . :i/0 
Sudan 19:n Air l\Iail set of 3, SG47-H . . 7 /!\ 
Swaziland rn:~:1 SilYe1· Jubilee set . . . . G/0 
Tanganyika J !l22 (1iraffe set to 73c (!) 

stamps) SG74-82 . . . . . . . . . . . . 22/H 
Tonp;a 1944 Ac<'ession S£'t of i'i • • . . • • 3/0 
JlfTXT 1mless othenrise stated. C'nsh irith order. 

Postage extra under 5/-. Subject to stock. 

R. T. LILLEY, 
7, HANNIBAL ST., KENSINGTON, 

JOHANNESBURG . 

fast London Philatelic Society 
National Competitive Exhibition 

Exhibition Catalogues 
and 

Commemorative Envelopes 
Distinctive and Attractive Catalogues 
are now available, price 1/3 per copy, 
postage paid. Send a copy to your 

philatelic correspondents overseas. 
-Also-

Special three colour envelopes to be 
cancelled with special postal cancellation 

at the Exhibition. 
Prices, addressed and stamped by 
Exhibition Committee to your order, 
6d. each, 4/3 per dozen, 30/9 per 

hundred. 

Write now:
Exhibition Secretary, 

P.O. Box 198, East London. 
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The Status of the Mafeking Siege Stamps 
FACTS ABOUT A FASCINATING AND CLASSIC ISSUE 

By DR. K. FREUND 

.......... 11 rr 1111111 111111111111,;111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

CONTENTS 
Introductory Remarks: 
Chapter 1: The initial "irregular" siege mail 

service-Events and reasons leading to the 
inauguration of a special, well-organized one. 

Chapter 2: The two services, "abroad" and 
"local" service. The necessity of the "local" 
service. 

Chapter 3: Reasons for the issue of special 
stamps-Reasons for the surcharge-Not a 
"speculative" issue--The men behind the 
stamp issue-Not a "local" issue. 

Chapter 4: Enumeration of the reasons why 
the overpt·int MAFEKING BESIEGED was 
also applied. 

Chapter 5: Mr. Jurgens' arguments. 
Chapter 6: Reason for the variety of stamp 

types-Why there was an assortment of 
original stamps-Reason for the two types 
of overprint-Why the "Blue" stamps were 
issued. 

Chapter 7: The Errors in particular-Not 
done "to order." 

Chapter 8: The i•arious reasons why the 
Errors could not be discarded as "printer's 
waste." 

Chapter 9: The proportion of the Errors. 
Chapter .10: The Errors were not specula

tive"-Full story of how they were disposed 
of. 

Chapter 11: Summary. 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 
The stamps issued in Mafeking during the 

famous siege in 1900 have always had a great 
fascination for the philatelic world owing to 
their historical background and to the origi
nality of their manufacture and appearance. 
But there is also the paradox that in spite of 
their popularity, periodical attacks have been 
made against them, destined to raise doubts 
and suspicion about their true status. They 
have been frequently criticised and slighted, 
especially in the early days when information 
was still scanty and when speculators and 
forgers got busy to take advantage of the gen
eral great demand for these interesting, but 
scarce stamps. 

There can be no doubt that the Mafeking 
stamps have withstood all adverse storms and 
are now generally recognised as well-estab
lished classics. 

Some of the foremost British writers were 
never diverted by any ill-disposed conjectures. 
The great doyen of British philatelic writers, 
the late Fred Mel ville, also B. W. H. Poole 
and L. N. and M. Williams, to name but a 
few, have written appreciative monographs on 

Mafeking stamps. 8. G. Rich, the prolific 
American writer with a remarkable knowledge 
of old South African issues, has given us the 
most detailed account, so far, on J\faf eking 
stamps in his book "Philately of the Anglo
Boer ·war," terming them there, (p. 25) as 
"classics" without reserve. 

Many eminent philatelists have always fav
oured and collected them. It is generally 
known, for instance, that H.M. the late King 
George V. gave pride of place in his great 
collection to the Maf eking sectio!l., parts of 
which he exhibited proudly on various occa
sions. Numerous other great collectors, like 
the famous 1J. Ferrari and the Earl of Crnu,
f ord who were known throughout the world 
as most fastidious connoisseurs, treasured 
their Mafeking specialities very highly. 

Nevertheless, every now and then a lone 
voice is raised again in criticism, with sweep
ing statements and presumptions which are 
contrary to the true facts. 

One of the latest attacks against l\faf eking 
stamps comes from none other than our 
esteemed scholar of Cape postal history, A. A. 
Jurgens. First in his well-known Cape book 
("The Handstruck Letter Stamps of the Cape 
of Good Hope," p. 54), then in his later book 
"The Bechuanalands" (p.p. 100, 101), l'vir. 
Jurgens has made some rather astonishing 
remarks about l\Iaf eking stamps, which I must 
say reveal a certain grade of supineness of 
study so far as these stamps are concerned, 
and which are unworthy of the excellent 
standard presented in the main subjects of 
his books. The points raised by him shall be 
dealt with in detail in the course of this series 
of articles. His statements, if not refuted, are 
liable to do untold, and unjustified, harm to 
a perfectly "clean" and fascinating issue, 
seeing that they come from a well-known 
scholar who is an authority in other philatelic 
spheres. I am sure, my rectifying remarks 
will be taken in the true philatelic spirit, for, 
we all strive to get at the truth of things in 
the interest of our beloved hobby. 

The quintessence of all attacks against the 
Maf eking stamps is that they were seemingly 
"unnecessary." This must sound rather hypo
critical nowadays when unnecessary issues are 
poured out even from our British printing 
presses at the slightest provocation and in a 
ceaseless stream, to say nothing about the 
"foreign" deluge. Why should we bluff our
selves? Practically every British collector de
lights in collecting "Silver Jubilee". "Coron
ation" or "Centenary" stamps, "War pictor
ials," "Peace" and Victory issues, "Royal 
Visit" and "Birthday" stamps, "special" can-
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,cellations or "first day" covers, if possible af
fixed with full sets of stamps in blocks of four. 
With all this modern philatelic revelry going 
,on, sanctioned by everybody, why should 
there be such stringent criticism of an old, 
historical issue? 

So far as Mr. Jurgens' criticism is con
cerned, I am convinced that it has been made 
in an earnest desire to apply the strictest 
demands where an issue is concerned which 
claims to be "classical." 

One cannot fail, however, to notice a cer
tain trend of intolerance in some South Afri
can philatelic circles, the like of which I have 
not found in any other country. There is 
€Specially that strange tendency here in the 
Union to make disdainful remarks about many 
of our own historical war issues and to cloud 
.their nimbus needlessly whenever detailed in
formation about them becomes not easily pro
curable. Thus, we have the strange spec
tacle of writers in England and in the United 
States taking up arms in defence of one or 
other of our historical issues, while some of 
us here in South Africa know no better than 
to repudiate our own "Africana" items. 

It speaks for the soundness of the Ma;f eking 
stamps that no repudiation ever succeeded in 
disturbing their firm catalogue status. Stanley 
Gibbons, known for their customary strict 
attitude, were rather cautious at the begin
ning owing to various cynical and contradic
tory letters they received from South Afri
cans at that time, many of whom had never 
been in Mafeking. But after a few months, in 
March, 1901, already they presented what 
they called their "/ inal" decision regarding 
Mafeking stamps in their "Monthly Journal" 
(March, 1901, p. 202). I like to quote it here, 
as their opinion has always been regarded as 
. a general guide in British philately: 

" . . . Now our contention is, and always 
has been, this: The stamps may or may not 
have been unnecessary and speculative, but the 
fact remains they were used from Mafeking 
during the siege by civilians and soldiers alike, 
and a very considf>rable number franked let
ters to this country and other parts. We have 
a number of entire covers received in many 
different parts of England franked entirely by 

these stamps, and without any extra fees 
claimed upon them; and we have seen several 
letters sent from l\fafeking without stamps 
upon them, upon which the usual double rates 
had to be paid ("Postage Due" !-The writer). 

"Therefore, whether necessary or not, the 
stamps were legitimately used, and as such 
we shall continue to sell them, and shall be 
glad to purchase such varieties as we are 
short of at any time. 

" . . . we have been, and are, large buyers 
of Mafeking stamps, and we do now and hai:e 
always believed in them as good investments 
for the FUTURE. (The italics and capitals 
are in the original.) 

" . . . This is the position we take up, and 
we see no reason to depart from it." 

On the same page, Stanley Gibbons quote 
an interesting letter they received from an un
biased "esteemed correspondent." This letter, 
though written nearly half a century ago and 
very outspoken, is well worth citing here: 

"I have received a letter from a well-known 
Philatelist who acted as one of the judges 
in the exhibition of '97. He does not collect 
Mafekings, and is, I know, a very fair-minded 
man. Here is a quotation from his letter. 

"'I see you are at Mafekings. What a 
needlessly spiteful way Philatelists seem to 
inherit of late! They can't be too nasty in 
speaking of things they have not and know 
not about. I am surprised at Evans taking 
that line; he is usually so fair!' 

"This will voice the opinion of many of the 
M.J.'s subscribers." 

This letter was written in 1901. Stanley 
Gibbons, we see, left the argument open, 
whether the Mafeking stamps were necessary 
or not, but regarded them as in any case a 
legitimate issue . 

In the following series of articles, I endeav
our to show that the Mafeking stamps were 
not only a "legitimate," but also a .. necessary" 
and "not speculative" issue. Everything that 
has been said against them, shall be carefully 
examined with the design to prove that they 
fulfil the most stringent requirements of a 
truly "classic" issue. 

(To be continued) 

0--~-~=_=:==_;=: """"""""''"""""""""""''"";;;~"";~;;;;;"'•~;;;~;·;i;"~"'""""'"""'"'"""'"""'"""'"a 
Selections of the above are sent on approval to serious collectors against references. 

Range I. Early issues, which can be selected from at one-third 
of catalogue price. 

Range 2. Modern issues (1900 on) in mint state, mostly at 
50% off catalogue. 

Range 3. Modern issues ( 1900 on) superb used, mostly at 50% 
off catalogue. 

J. BIRD, 116, Highlands Heath, London, S.W.15, England 
1a, .•...........................................................• ,, .................................................................................................................................... ,m 
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REVIEWS AND NOTICES 
The Starnp Specialist. The latest in this 

series, published by H. L. Lindqmst. 2 W. 46th 
Street, New York, at $1.50 is the "Mahogany 
Book." This contains ten studies (the whole 
book runs to 128 pages) ; few will be inter
ested in the details of all of them, but many 
will find one or more appealing to them. We 
therefore give a list of the titles and authors 
(1) Burdell's Express by J. R. W. Purves. 
(2) Express Co. labels of the United States, 
by Harry M. Konweiser. (3) Stamp Booklets 
and Booklet Panes, by Sydney S. Jalkut. ( 4) 
U.S. Postal Agency, Shanghai, by Harvey 
Bounds. ( 5) The life of Christ -0n postage 
stamps, by George A. Rowse. ( 6) Stamped 
Revenue paper issued by the Province, of 
Mass., Colony of New York, and Gt. Britain 
for use in America, by Leland Powers. (7) 
The Postage Due issues of Nonvay, by Gus
tave Larson. ( 8) Camp Shenandoah, Va., by 
Van Dyk MacBride. (9) Some comments on 
the U.S. Playing Card Stamps, by John C. 
Rogers. ( 10) The British Postal Service from 
Peru, by Arthur Linz. 

The Philatelic 11dviser Index. R. C. Al
cock, Ltd., 11 Regent Street, Cheltenham, 
Eng. Price 5s. . . . 

This covers all issues of "The Philatelic Ad
viser" from 1928 to 1946, and deals with a 
multitude of subjects, stamps, portraits, pos
tal history, etc., British, Colonial and Foreign, 
the proportions being in that order. 

The indexing is good, the subjects being well 
grouped and pr.actically everyo~e interes~ed 
in philately beyond mere collectmg accordmg 
to catalogue will find subjects here of value 
to him. 

Mr. Chas H. Munro, P.O. Box 247, Port-of-
Spain, Trinidad, submits a list of stanips. for 
sale, including some six varieties of the, Bar
bados Provisional ld. on 2d. in blocks of four. 

The Czechoslovak Philatelic Bureau, Prague, 
has issued a list of stamps they have on sale, 
over a hundred of them issued 1945-4 7. 

The New Jersey Stamp and Coin Co., of 
P.O. Box 555, Newark, N. J., have sent us a 
sample of a very elegant commemorative en
velope for the wedding of H.R.H. Princess Eli
zabeth and Lieut. Mountbatten. Unfortu
nately it arrived too late to give it any pub
licity before the date of the wedding. 

NEW PHILATELIC MAGAZINES 
There seems to be no cessation in the ap

pear.ance of new periodical publications. New 
to us, at any rate, are the following recent 
arrivals: 

"The Stamp Mirror." 2d. weekly, from 2 
Queen's Walk, S. Ruislip, Middlesex, Eng. 
Specimen copy sent has some quite interesting 
little articles .and news of general appeal. 

"Il Francohollo" describes itself as an inter
national philatelic review. Published appar
ently monthly, at P.O. Box 661, Milan. In 
Italian. 

"The Postage Stamp." We take this to be 
the equivalent of the title of a large maga-

zine, probably a monthly, from 9 Rue Pres• 
lave, Sofia, Bulgaria. It is all in Bulgarian. 

"Tribune Philatelique et Artistique," from 
Rue Byron 5 (Plaka), Athens, Greece. This 
appears to be the monthly organ of an ex .. 
change club, with most of the offers of ex
change in English or French, although global 
in distribution. 

Mr. Alan S. McGregor, P.O. Box 117, Ash
burton, New Zealand, forwards a "N.Z. Sim
plified Catalogue," priced. He wishes t-0 sell 
or exchange in large or small quantities. 

Eladio de Santos, Rua Bernardo Lima 27, 
Lisbon, sends the 9th edition of his catalogue 
of the stamps of Portugal, priced mint and 
used. Price 2s., fost free. 

The "Malta .and Gozo Courier," 36 Mgr. 
Farrugia Street, Victoria, Gozo, Malta, is the 
quarterly organ of an exchange club. There 
is a little stamp news, but it is mainly a list 
of club members with their wants and offers; 
they seem to be pretty well all -0ver the world. 

( Concluded from page 200) 

GRAILL\ISTO\YN PHIL.\.TELIC SOCIETY 
President, ::\Ir. E. A. Carr; Hon. 8ec., ::\Ir. R. Q. 

Tarr, \Yood House, Kingswood College, Grahamstown. 
This small Society had a "star" night for its :Xo

,·ember meeting, having been honom;ed bv a visit 
from ::\Ir . • T. V. .Tensen, the PrPsi<lent of· the East 
London Hociety, who gave an informal but inspirin•" 
talk on Philately in general coupled with his unique 
display known as "The Evolution of an Idea." His 
manner. of col!ecting, and artistic arrangement, was 
sometlung entll'ely new to us, and raised consider
able interest in this new angle of philately. The 
chief point of his talk was that Philately must not 
become a seience or business for the or.dinary col
lector but remain a hobby. ::\Ir. Jensen's infectious 
enthusi'asm was felt by all those presPnt, and al
though many would not necessarily follow' his method 
of collecting they, at least, received new ideas and 
were encouraged to persevere with their own collec
tions. Mr. Jensen also tabled a very fine display 
of Modern Egypt, the property of )Ir. Peter Durkin, 
also of J<jast London, who, unfortunately, was unable 
to be present. This collection, which was on more 
orthodox lines than ::\Ir. Jensen's, was much admired. 
Members also brought their four favourite sheets, 
the showing of which resulted in much interchange 
of ideas. This meeting was the most successful we 
have had for a long time and we look forward to 
many more such visits from members of "Big 
Brother" Societies in the future. InC'idPntally, our 
membership is steadily increasing-a healthy sign in 
this somewhat philatelic backwater. 

s.c.c. 

* MARITZBURG PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Chairman, C. R. Turner; Hon. Secreta,ry, R. 

Morton. P.O. Box 328, Pietermaritzburg; ltfeeting8 
2nd Friday in f'ach month at the Women's Club, 2'1i 
Burger 8treet, 7.45 p.m. 

\Ve ·were pleased to see a record attendance at 
the November meeting as this was the final night 
of our competition. The exhibits for the .competition 
on this occasion had to portray some definite phila
telic interest apart from the stamps themselves. 
Several members put up very creditable exhibits and 
members had difficulty in placing them in order of 
merit. 

After the competition a number of new issues were 
shown and recent philatelic developments were dis
cussed. 

The mPmhers' auction was well supported and a 
number of items changed hands. 
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QUALITY -THE HIGHEST 
Stamps for the Specialist and the General Collector 

If you are interested in CLASSICS ask for our list of RARITIES. 
If a General Collector, then we are confident that our MONTHLY LIST of 

BRITISH EMPIRE STAMPS will be of interest. These lists are sent on 
application, post free by ordinary post, or by Air Mail at 1/- per copy, 12/- for 
12 months. 

We deal in stamps of all the world, and all stamps are sold subject to the 
buyer's satisfaction against cash or British reference. Our stock is a large one, 
and we are pleased to send selections of any country to responsible collectors. 

STATE YOUR WANTS 
British Empire stamps from Queen Victoria to King George VI. 

H. E. WINGFIELD, 
392 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2., ENGLAND. 

Phone TEMple Bar 4136 

WEEKLY STAMP 
AUCTION SALES 
CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 

Postal bids acceptec! 

EVERY 
TUESDAY 

12.45 - 2 p.m. 

• 
Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

HUGH M. THOMPSON· JOHANN1ESBURG LTD. 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

124, MARSHALL STREET, 

JOHANNESBURG 

187 
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Due Stamps of the Union of Sou th Africa 
and of Certain Crown Colonies 

By A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A., C.A.(S.A.) 

,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111t1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 111111111111111111111111111111111111: 

In the initial portion of my article entitled 
"The Plates of the De La Rue Stamps of the 
Union of South Africa" which was published 
on pages 42 and 43 of the March, 1947, issue 
of the "South African Philatelist," I wrote, 
inter alia, that: 

"In connection with the construction of 
stereotyped numeral plates not only for the 
Union of South Africa but also for certain 
of the Crown Colonies, Thos. De La Rue and 
Co., Limited, produced and utilised certain 
hand-engraved en epargne and negative 
Master Dies for the numerals and for the 
symbols which represented shillings, pence, 
cents and stops." 
In accordance with the results of subsequent 

research relative to Union and Colonial 
numeral Master Dies it was discovered that 
Thos. De La Rue and Co., Limited, did nnt 
produce in their atelier any hand-engraved en 
epargne and negative numeral and symbolic 
Master Dies for use specifically in connection 
wfth the production of numeral plates for the 
Union and for certain Crown Colonies but that 
they employed certain letters, numerals and 
symbols from founts of type which they ac
quired from the engravers and manufacturers 
thereof, namely, H. W. CASLON AND CO., 
LIMITED, the world-renowned typefounders, 
of Chiswell Street, London, E.C. 

Of the many patterned series of types of 
founts which were cast at their historic Chis
well Street Foundry founded by ,vILLIAl\:I 
CASLON in 1720 in the reign of George I 
two thereof fall within the scope of this mono-
graph, namely: -~--

(1) The ORNAMENTED series in six sizes 
from twelve-point to thirty-six-point 
for both letters and numerals. 

(2) The CHELTENHAM series in thirteen 
sizes from six-point to seventy-two
point for both letters and numerals. 

The older. Ornamental series comprised the 
Ornamental No. :n, No. 32 and No. 33 pat-

Ornamented (E) (B) (B) 
No. 31. Type. (E) 
Trinidad and 
Trinidad & Toba{Jo 

1885-SG. D 1-D 9 ...... ~d. ld. 
1905-SG. D10-D17 ... ld. 
1923-SG. D18-D21 ... - ld. 

( B) 

2d. 
2d. 
2d. 

terns, whilst the comparatively modern Chel
tenham series consisted of the Cheltenham 
Bold, -Bold Compressed, -Bold Expanded, 
-Bold Outline, and -Bold Shaded as well as 
the Cheltenham Italic counterpart patterns. 

Full complements of the ORNAMENTED 
and of the CHELTENHAM characters of 
founts together with numerous other pat
terned complements were advertised and illus
trated by means of typographic prints from 
actual en enpargne and negative metal type 
on specimen pages embodied in a volume en
titled "Specimens of Printing Types and 
Catalogue of Material" issued in 1911 by H. 
\V. Caslon and Co., Limited, from 82-83 Chis
well Street, London, E.C. Incidentally, it may 
be mentioned that the said catalogue included 
a frontispiece exhibiting a full-length port
rait in colour of ,vmiam Caslon (H192-l'i66) 
with the subscript "The First English 'I'ype
founder-Founder of the Caslon Letter 
Foundry." ·wmiam Caslon was the eng-raver 
of the famous "Caslon Old Face" type of two 
centuries ago. He was born in \Vorcestershire 
in 1692. 

The ORNAMENTED No. 31 metal type 
were cast in six different sizes all in similar 
pattern as particularised hereunder ,vith their 
approximate measurements as regards height 
given in brackets: 

(A). 36-point (10mm); (B). 30-point 
(8mm); (C). 24•-point (7mm); (D). 24-point, 
small face (6mm.); (E). 18-point (5mm); 
and (F). 12-point (3~mm). · 

Each one of these sets (A) to (F) included 
an abecedarium and ten figures, namely, 1, 2, 
3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 0. 

Of the sizes cited only the 30-point (B) and 
the 18-point (E) were employed by the printers 
Thos. De La Rue and Co., Ltd., in connection 
with the production of the numeral plates of 
the various denominations of Postage Due 
Stamps issued by the Union of South Africa 
and by certain of the Crown Colonies as de
tailed thus: 

(B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) 
(G) 

3d. 4d. 5d. 6d. 8d. 1/-
3d. 4d. 5d. 6d. Sd. 1/-
3d. 4d. 
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Grenada 
1892-SG. 201-203 ld. 
1906-SG. 208-210 ld. 
1921-SG. 211-214 ld. Hd. 

Transvaal 
1907-SG. D 1-D 7 ... M. ld. 

Union of South Africa 
1914-SG. 101-107 M. ld. 

Fiji 
1918-SG. 301-310 ······ ½d. ld. 

British Honduras 
1923-SG. D 1-D 3 ...... - le 

Gold Coast 
1923-SG. D 1-D 4 ½cl. ld. 

Northern Rhodesia 
1929-SG. D 1-D 4 ld. 

B echuanaland Prot. 
1932-SG. D 4-D 6 ½d. ld. 

Basutoland 
1933-SG. D 1-D 2 ld. 

Swaziland 
1933-SG. D l-D 2 ld. 

St. Lucia 
1933-SG. D 3-D 4 ld. 

British Guiana 
1940-Rex Dl-D3 le 

From this summary it will be remarked that 
the type of the five-millimetre high figures 1 
and 2 of the 18-point (E) category were used 
for casting the stereo moulds of the ½d. and 
the "1/2" of the Ud. denominations, whilst the 
type of the eight-millimetre high figures 1, 2, 
8, 4, fi, 6 and 8 of the 30-point (B) category 
were used for making the stereo moulds of 
the other denominations including the "l" of 
the Hd. denomination. The type used anent 
the diagonal stroke of the Union ls. denomina
tion was known as a 24-point shilling mark
(G) categ-ory. 

The CHELTENHAM BOLD, as well as the 
CHELTENHAM BOLD EXPANDED, metal 
type were cast in thirteen different sizes but 
in similar pattern ranging from 6-point to 72-
point. Each di:ff erent sized set consisted of an 
abecedarium, ligatures, symbols and ten 
figures-1. 2, :1, 4, 5, n. 7, 8, 9 and 0. 

Anent the stereotyped plates of the 1927 /28 
Postage Due Stamps printed by the Union 
Government Printer, I stated on page 43 of 
the "South African Philatelist" for March, 
1947, that: 

"the line-blocks were produced photograph
ically on sensitised metal from combined 
numeral-symbol-stop drawings for the ~d. 
and ld. denominations and from combined 
numeral-symbol (without stop) drawings 
for the 3d. and 6d. denominat10ns." 

From this paragraph the word "drawing-s" 
should be deleted as far as the ½cl., 3d. and 6d. 
denominations are concerned and the word 
"prints'' should be substituted. 

The line-blocks which were used as Master 
Dies for impressing the moulds from which the 
stereos were cast for the numeral plates of 
the ~d., 3d. and 6d. denominations were pro
duced photographically on sensitised metal 
from prints printed from en epargne and 
negative type with Cheltenham Faces. For 
the 3d. and 6d. denominated numeral prints 

2d. 
2d. 
2d. 

2d. 

2d. 

2d. 

2c 

2d. 

2d. 

2d. 

2d. 

2d. 

2d. 

2c 

3d. 
3d. 
3d. 

3d. 5d. 6d. 1/-

3d. 5d. 6d. 1/-

3d. 4d. 

4c 

3d. 

3d. 4d. 

12c 

the Government Printer utilised 36-point 
(8½mm.) CHELTENHAM BOLD metal type 
figures 3 and 6, whilst 18-point ( 4~mm.) 
CHELTENHAM BOLD EXP ANDED metal 
type figures 1 and 2 were utilised for the ½d. 
denominated prints. The "d" pence symbols 
used in connection with the 3d. and 6d. de
nominations were 10-point CHELTENHAM 
BOLD letter type. 

For the 2c Straits Settlements Postag-e Due 
Stamps, SG. D2, Thos. De La Rue and Co., 
Ltd., used a 30-point (7mm.) CHELTENHAM 
BOLD figure "2". 

Thus the Master Dies of certain of the Pot
age Due Stamps of the Union of South Africa 
were engraved and cast by H. W. CASLON 
AND CO., LIMITED, at the Caslon Letter 
Foundry, Chiswell Street, London, and used 
in connection with the stereotyped numeral 
plates constructed by: 

(A) THOS. DE LA RUE AND CO., LIM
ITED. of Bunhill Row, London, for i;he 
½d., ld., 2d., 3d., 5d., 6d. and ls. denomi
nations of the 1914-1915 vintage. 

(B) THE UNION GOVERNMENT PRIN
TER, at Pretoria, for the ½d., 3d. 
and 6d. denominations of the 1927-1928 
vintage. 

In 1937 the Sheffield concern of STEPHEN
SON, BLAKE AND CO .. LIMITED. became 
the successors of H. \V. Caslon and Co .. Lim
ited, as will be discerned from the following 
notice excerpted .from the journal known as 
the "British Printer": 

TO THE PRINTING TRADE 
"There appears to be some doubt in the 

Printing Trade as to the legitimacy of our 
claim to be the successors to the Type
founding business formerly carried on at 
82-83, Chiswell Street, London, E.C.1 by 
H. W. Caslon and Co., Limited. 

"We think therefore it ought to be stated 
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that we purchased from the Receiver the 
whole of that Company's stocks of type, to
gether with the 'Goodwill' of the Typefound
ing business, including the sole right to use 
the name of 'Caslon' in connect10n there
with. To preserve the name of so honoured 
a family of Type Founders as the Caslons, 
we formed a limited company, subsidiary to 
our own under the style of H. W. CASLON, 
LIMITED. Mr. R. S. Caslon, late chairman 
of H. W. CASLON AND CO., LIMITED, is 
a Director. 

"We hope that this statement will put an 
end to all doubts as to the legality of our 
claim fo be the sole and legitimate succes
sors to the Caslon Type Foundry." 

(Signed) 
STEPHENSON, BLAKE & CO., LIMITED 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Seychelles wanted. Full catalogue price 
offered for fine used copies of Stan
ley Gibbons numbers 85, 91, 93 to 
95B, 97 to 101, 103, 104, 107, 110, 114 
to 118, 121, 122, 122A, 142, 145. 

William Redford, P.O. Box 7012, Johan
nesburg. 

V oortrekker wagon covers wanted; 
several to complete collection. 

Bro,vn, Box 1826, Johannesburg. 

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, N. Rho
desia, N yasaland, S. Rhodesia, Swazi
land, S. W. Africa, in large or small 
quantities. Send or write by Air 
Mail to: 

B. Savitz, 69 Greenvale Road, London, 
S.E.9, England. 

S.W.A. mint blocks of dues and officials, 
also controls in strips of Union and 
Transvaal and other rarities. 

E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom. 

PHILATELIC RAMPS 

Mr. Donald F. Lybarger, president of the 
American Philatelic Society, has been voicing 
in the American philatelic press a feeling 
pretty prominent in the U.S.A. at present over 
the flood of new stamps which are coming out 
at prices substantially above their face value. 

This mulcting of collectors is perhaps hit
ting Americans most heavily at the moment 
throu2;h the exploitation of them by the issue 
of "President Roosevelt stamps" by various 
countries. In this connection Nicaragua, Libe-

ria, San Marino, Monaco, Ethiopia and Hun
gary are specifically mentioned. If these issues 
were in the main sold straight to collectors 
at face value, no objections could be raised, 
but they are not. 

The subject, of course, goes wider than 
these specific cases mentioned and we would 
warmly support his appeal to collectors in 
general not to continue falling a prey to pro
fiteers, but to boycott all illegitimate issues 
and condemn those who make possible their 
marketing at exorbitant prices. 

He is proposing that the American Phila
telic Society adopts the following declaration 
of principles: 

1. It is unconscionable for any country de
liberately to issue commemorative stamps in 
such small quantities as to make it impossible 
for all interested stamp collectors to obtain 
copies of the same, and to include in the set 
stamps of high deriominations not demanded 
for actual reasonable postal use. 

2. It is an unethical practice for any 
government to sell practically all of an issue 
of its stamps to one person, firm or group, 
when at the same time it does not offer such 
stamps for general sale to the public in its 
own country. 

3. It is a questionable business practice and 
inimical to the best interests of philately 
for any person, firm or group to buy up all 
of an issue of stamps from any government 
for the purpose of obtaining a monopoly on 
the sale of such stamps in the United States 
or elsewhere at a price far above their face 
value, the sole object being to reap an un
warranted profit because no competition is 
possible. 

4. Stamps issued in limited numbers by 
any government or of such high denominations 
as not to be needed for actual postal use in 
the country of issue, or not offered for sale 
in good faith to the public of the issuing 
country, where practically the entire issue is 
sold to a person, firm or group to the ex
clusion of others, are not bona fide postal 
issues and do not deserve a place in any cata-
logue of postage stamps. · 

The American Stamp Dealers Association 
are also moving in this matter, but it is 
clear that the obvious and most effective 
remedy lies in the hands of collectors them
selves. If they , would cease to purchase 
questionable issues, such issues would soon 
cease to appear. 

This .ll!-atter ~as ~lso been taken up in 
the British ph1latehc press and Gibbons 
announce, with regard to the San Marino and 
Hungary "Rooseveld issues" that "on the 
inf~rmati_on already received by us, we have 
no mtenhon of stocking or cataloging them." 

Gibbons are also ignoring recent surcharged 
Belgian issues on the ground that the pre
miums are out of all proportion to the 
postage value of the stamps. 

Bravo, S.G.! We hope your example will 
be widelv followed. 

Later information from American philatelic 
papers tells that Scott's catalogue will also 
not list the San Marino and Hungarian F.D.R. 
issues nor the Belgian semi-postals. 
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BRITISH COLONIALS 
• 

Let me know your interests 
and requirements. 

• 
An extensive stock of the better grade 
stamps always availabJe. Want lists 
receive prompt attention, and ap
proval selections are willingly sent to 

responsible collectors. 

• 
38, Lancaster Gardens, 

Clacton-on-Sea, England. 

THE EXPORT DRIVE 
grows in intensity-at least so far as 
we are concerned. More and more 
material tends to go overseas, an 
increasing amount to the Union. Our 
January Sales are particularly strong 
in Great Britain and also include a fine 
British Empire Collection, offered intact, 
estimated value £1,000. We should be 
pleased to air-mail catalogues to you, 
and your bids would be handled with 
the same scrupulous care as is devoted 

to the description of Lots. 

EASTBOURNE 
STAMP AUCTIONS 

LIMITED 

South Street, Eastbourne. 
Sussex England. 

Aden Hl37 8G 1-12 complete mint 330/-, 
llSPd ..•.•.....•....... 

Ascension 1922 SG 1-9 complete mint 
eat. 217/-, ..•............. 

1924 SG 10-20 eompletP mint eat. 
256/-, .............. , .. . 

19~4 SG 21-~0 <"omplete mint . . . • 
Basutoland 1933 8G 1-10 eat. 136/6 •. 

350/0 

14:i/0 

1:i5/0' 
50/0 
95/0 

Heehuanaland SG 99-110 complete mint 115/0 
Kenya 1922 SG 78-!)fi mint . . . . • . • • 

1922 SG 83 12e jPt blaek (scarce) .. 
1921-2 HG 77 50r. carmine and green 

superb mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

145/0 
5/0 

SG 141a 3/- pprf. 14 (very searcP) 
n1int ..•..........••. 

8G H2a 10/- pPrf. 14 ....... . 
30/0 
20/0 

New Guirwa 19~1!} SG 212-22:-i mint 
SG 204 £2 SUTWJ'b USPd • . . . . . 
SG 2lm £5 supt>rb mwd . . . . • . 

£Hi 
80/0 

£15 

Sudan Palms eornplPte fine used .... 140/0 
Centenarif'f; eompletP subPrh usPd. Falk-

lanrl Ts. • • • • • • . . • • • • • • • • £fi0 
Si('rra Leone • . . . . . • • . . . . • . 1:41 

Subjeet unsold. C.\Y.O. Postage e-xtra. 

A lot of otl!er itnn.~ in stock. lJ'ant lists 
solicited. 

l'riee lists sent on request. 

Atlas Stamp Agency, 
P.O. Box 1647, 

NAIROBI, KENYA. 

M1INT 
BRITISH COLONIAL SETS 
!\den 1937 ½a to 10r., C'omplete 
bunna ] ~ms K.n. V( lp, to l0r .. 

obsolete- and SC'ar<'e, complPte 
Hr. Somaliland l!l38 ½a to 3r., 

obsolete set . . . . 
l\Ialta rn22 ½d. to ':',/- wmk. ~I('A 

and ¼cl. to 10/- Script CA. Set 
of 16 values oYerprinted "Self
Go,·ernment" . . . . . . . . . . 

192H ¼d. to 10/- ''POSTAGE'' 
overprint, 14 ,·aluPs C'omplete-

1928 ld. to 10/- "Postage & 
Ren•nue," oYerprint 19 values, 

18 10 

1:-i 10 

G 0 

13 10 

5 0 

G lO complf'te •....... 
l\Iontsprrnt H)22-29 ¼d. to 3/- 22 

valuPs, complete . . . . • . . . fi 
1932 Tt:>rcentenary set C'ompletP . ; 17 

Nauru Hllfi-23 ½d. to 10/- set of 1,l 
(2/H, 5/- and 10/- are De- La 
RuP printing) . . . . . . . . . . 

192.t-:17 id. to 10/- complete- with 
5 

1 

0 
0 

u 
5 both shades of 2½d. . . . . 

Newfoundland 1!)31 l~c., ':',()(', and 
$1 Air stamps, no wmk. . . . . 

])itto, with wmk. . ...•... 
H1;~;1 5c. to Tie. Air set C'omplete 
Ditto, le. to 32e. Sir Humphrt>y 

Gilbel't Commems. Complete- set 

3 12 
7 0 
n 10 

9 10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
0 

0 

0 

(l 

0 
0 

() 

DAVID FIELD LTD. 
Stamp Dealers since 1884 

7 VIGO ST., LONDON, W.I 
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NETHERLANDS 
It is learnt from "Mijn Stokpaardje" that 

the liberation stamps printed by Bradbury, 
·Wilkinson & Co. in England which have not 
been on sale to the public since the 1st Sep
tember of this year, are still obtainable at the 
;philatelic Counter of the Post Office at The 
Hague. Their currency lasts till 31st Decem-
~~ f Postcards bearing stamps of the value o 
7½ct. and 12kt. have been printed and show 
the new design. . . . . . 

The National Philatelic Exhibit10n recently 
held at Maastricht seems to have had a large 
measure of success judging by the rep~rts 
that have appeared in the Netherland~ phila
telic press. '.Che exhibition was orgamsed by 
the Philatelic Society "Zuid-Limburg," and 
prizes took the form of orna1!1ental plates 
designed by Tonny van de Ven, mstead of the 
usual medals, thus following thE: lead ~e_t. at 
the recent International Philatelic Exhibition 
in New York. 

The thickness of paper used in the produc
tion of stamps has been the subject of com
ment in Holland. Enquiries made by the 
"N ederlandsche Maandblad voor Philatelie" 
have elicited the fart that different thicknesses 
have been used which, the postal authorities 
explain, was necessitated by the poorer 
quality of paper available. Rigid standards 
are usually set for the quality required, but 
the paper situation is such that a certain 
amount of latitude had to be allowed and one 
of the attempts at offsetting the inferior 
quality of post-war paper is the use of paper 
having a higher weight-for-area ratio. As 
stamps are printed as required and the com
mon denominations are in greater demand, it 
is in these values that the existence of thin 
and thick paper has manifested itself.-

GERMAN 
PROVISIONALS-BY-CANCELLATION 
The inflation period (1919-23) stamps of 

million and billion mar.le denominations can 
be had mint in quantities sufficient to paper 
a room, but much scarcer and much more 
interesting are used specimens of certain 
dates. 

David A. Stuart tells an interesting story 
of these in a recent number of "Stamps". 
Postage rates on a letter from, say, Berlin 
to Hamburg rose from 10 pf. in 1919 to 
80,000 million marks in November, 1923. Up 
till that time the Post Office had kept pace 
with the inflation by new issues or by pro
visional surcharges, but the last five days 
of November, 1923, defeated them. Postal 
rates for these five days were declared to 
be four times those of the preceding period 
so that a 50 billion ( 50 thousand million) 
mark stamp cost 200 billion marks. But you 
can only tell this by cancellations on these 
dates. 

Such values could easily be used up on 
letters; a Berlin to Hamburg letter, if sent 
between November 26 and November 30, 1923, 
registered, special delivery and return receipt 
would have cost 400 billion marks, but two 

50 billion marks stamps woul~ have paid 
for this, as each upon cancellation on !h?se 
dates became automatically a 200 bilhon 
marks provisional. 

In December, 1923, the reverse process 
appeared. -with the advent of the renten
mark and rentenpfennig the rate for such 
a letter dropped to 10 pf. (gold mark stan
dard), but holders _of the high yalue _infla
tion stamps were given a month m which to 
use them up or exchange them for the gold 
mark issues, the rate 9f e~change for that 
month (December, 1923) bemg fixed at o~e 
rentenpfennig for 10 billion marks. 100 bil
lion marks would, therefore, frank a 10 pf• 
letter; if, say, two 50 millio:r:i mark. stamps 
were used, each on canc~llation dur~ng De
cember, 1923, then becommg automatically a 
5 pf. provisional. .. 

Covers with such "prov1s10nals-by-can
cellation" are rarities and still rarer are those 
with a combination of these stamps with ren
tenpf ennig stamps. 

G.B. 10s. LR. OFFICIAL 
The find of a block of 9 of this, the 

greatest British rarity was recently reported. 
When put up for sale by Messrs. Harm~r, 
Rooke & Co. the scene resembled a film ::-tud10, 
with cameras, flashlights and microphones. 
Later there was a B.B.C. broadca~t. . 

Offered split into a block of four, two pairs 
and ::l. single, the total of bids _nmounted to 
£2,475. It was then offered entire and after 
a sh~rp tussle was secured by l\'.Iessrs. Stan
ley Gibbons for 3,000 guineas. 

NEW ZEALAND 
Early next year there· will be issued a set 

of stamps to commemorate the centenial of 
the Otago Province. There will be a ld. 
'Stamp featuring the two ships which hr-ought 
the first immigrants, a 2d. showing early ~old
mining activiti,es, a 6d. showing- the l!mver
sity buildings in Dunedin and, possibly a 
4d. showing the first church in Dun(\din. 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
10 PER CENT NEW ISSUE SERVICE 
The advantages of being a nwmber of a 
reputable Xew Issue Rervice art> many And 
obvious. "'p havt> been conducting- our New 
IssuP DPpartnwnt for the last 5-<l years, :md 
should bP only too plpased to forward par
ticulars of 0111: sclwme to any CollPctors who 
may wish to avail tlwmselves of sueh :111 
offpr; "'ant Lists for all British Colonials 
(mint or USP(l) appreciated. Ob,;oletf' values 

of K. Geo. VI are our speciality. 

THE MAYFLOWER, STAMP CO. 
18 York Street, Plymouth 

England 

GERMANY 
"Philatelie Equator" of 1>.f). Box 85, Ham

burg, sends illustrations of three more values 
of Rhine]:m<l. Pfalz (French Zone) stamps, 3, 
10 and 16 pf. 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

December, 1947. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 193 

'.!,llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllUIIIIIIIIIIII&: 

BRITISH COLONIAL 

NEW 

SERVICE 
FOR 

MINT and/or USED 

• 
Send for particulars : 

E. S. JAMES, 
RUSTINGTON, 

SUSSEX ENGLAND 

~ •• ,,,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111, 

My Want List to complete the 
whole World Collection of normal 
stamps to 1933 issues is 

NOW DOWN TO 

271S 
\Vant list of any country upon application. 
Please do not ask for complete want list as 

this is not available. 
Here, for example, is my want list of Salvador, 

where th~re are the most vacant plots : 
S.G. J81; 2o0: 305: 308: 309; 311; 322; 

394. 3 95. 3 96. 3•J7. 3 98. 3 99. 330. 
331; 36.4; 390; 391; 393; 4~3; 4:54; 
455 ; 467 ; 5-13 ; 635 ; 696 ; 697 ; 698 ; 
094: H9:-i: 704; 70:5: 700; 721; 749; 
760; 761 ; 762; 765; 780; 781; 782; 
790 ; 1080a; 1103 ; 1104 ; 1105 ; no9 ; 
1110; 1140; 1142; 1143; 1144; 1145; 
1147; Jl48; 1150; 1153; 115:5; 11'59; 
1160; ll61; 1166; J 168; 1Jo9; ll71; 
1172; J173; 1174; 1175; 1207; 1208; 
1209; 12J7; 1232; 1234; 1235; 1253; 
1306; J307; 1309; 1310; 1312; J313; 
1339 ; 1341 : D34 ; D35 ; D38 ; D.39. 

Reprints not required. 

E. HIJNT, 
Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

A Unique 
Improve 

Opportunity To 
Your Collection 

THE U:\"IVERSAL PHILATELIC cum, with 
members scattered all over the world, invites 
applications for membership from collectors in 

South Africa. 

:\{embers are free to correspond and exchange 
their duplicates for the stamps they require to 

fill the gaps in their albums. 

A vast scope for exchange is facilitated by a 
complete Roll of :'.\!embers in every issue of the 
Club Bulletin. Items of philatelic interest, 
many of unique facilities for members, ofi:ers 
of stamps for sale at privileged prices and 
philatelic competitions with handsonw prizes 
in stamps. are also contained in the Bulletin. 

This is indee<'I a golden opportunity which 
no ardent collector can afford to miss. 

Write at once for a copy of the Club 
Proe1pectus. Send 2d. stamps. 

Section ':\I' 

THE UNIVERSAL PHILATELIC CLUB 
21 Alderdale Drive, Droylsden 
Lancashire England 

MOST UNUSUAL! 
\Vhat is? :\le offering K.G. VI material. nut 
a recent purchase included a lot of modern 
stamps and I must do something ,vith them. 
In most cases I have only one of each of 
the following, so please order promptly, \vith 

cash. 
Ascension all the perf. J3½ except the 

ld. yellow (12 stamps) .. 
Bahamas ld. carmine, SG 150 

3d. violet, SG J:54 . . . . . . . . 
Landfall set complete to £1 .. 

Bermuda £1 ............. . 
1940 ½d. on ld ........... . 

Br. Solomon Is. 10/- value ... . 
Br. Somaliland J938 set eomplete 
Burma :'.\lilita ry Administration set 
Cayman Is. 2/- value . . . . . . 
E:~~-F. _set complete to 2/6 . . . . 
FIJI 1/;) . . . . . . . . . . . ...••.. 
Hong Kong 1941 Centenary set .. 
Leeward Is. 5/- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Xyasaland 1938 SG130-l--l-3 (18 stamps) 
Xyasaland current. set complete to £1 .. 
Sarawak 193-1-41, 2o values complete .. 
Sarawak 19-!5 B:'.\L\. set complete and 

65/0 
5/6 
3/6 

80/0 
23/9 
1/2 
9/o 

J30/0 
30/0 
2/4 

6/11 
1/7 

J 2/6. 
fi/10 
80/0 
50/0 

125/0 

rare .................... 200/0 
A.ll K.G. 171.-.Hl mint 8famp8.-All perfect. 
C.W.O. Post extra under 5/-. Subject to stock. 

R. T. LILLEY, 
7, HANNIBAL ST., KENSINGTON, 

JOHANNESBURG. 
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By J. H. HARVEY PIRIE, F.R.P.S.L. 
(Continued from page 173 of November issue) 

.111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111u, ............ ,111111111111t111111111111111n1111111111111111111111t111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111": 

6th ISSUE (?1939-1942) 
(Partially Bilingual. Perf. 14. Various 

Colours) 
This issue has only been brought to my 

notice by Mr. T. A. Harper just before going 
to press. The general design is the same as 
that of the 5th issue, i.e., "S.A.R." at the top 
and "Parcels Stamp" at the foot. The stops 
on either side of the "A" at the top are 
larger, however, and oblon&' in shape. ~he 
wording of the background, m s1:1all letteri!1g, 
is now bilingual, alternate Imes read1_ng 
"South African Railways and Harbours/ Smd
Afrikaanse Spoorwee en Hawens." In some 
lines the wording is exactly as given, in others 
it begins at almost any point of the s~ntenc~~; 
e.g. "kaanse Spoorwee en Hawens Smd-Afr1. 

Another feature of this issue is that some 
of it is on paper with the multiple spring
bok's head watermark, sometimes upright, 
sometimes sideways. The general statement 
made on p. 141, Sept. issue, that all S.A.R. 
parcels stamps are on unwatermarked paper, 
must therefore be modified. 

Mr. Harper reports the earliest date of this 
issue in his collection on unwatermarked 
paper as Sept., 1939; on paper with upright 
watermark as Feb., 1942; and on paper with 
sideways watermark also as Feb., 1942. 

He has the following denominations on i~v• 
three varieties of paper as follows:-

No watermark: ld., 2d., 3d., 4d. , 5d., 6d., 
9d., ls., 2s., 2s. 6d., 5s., 10s. and 20s. 

Upright watermark: 2d., 3d., 4d., 5d., 6d., 
9d., ls., 2s., 2s. 6d., 5s. and 10s. 

Sideways watermark: ld .. 2d., 3d., 5d., 6d., 
9d., ls., 2s., 2s. 6d., 5s . .and 10s. 

7th ISSUE, 1930, STILL IN USE 
(Bilingual issue. Perf. 14. Various Colours) 

This issue seems to have been in common 
l!lSe along with the fifth one in October, 
1930; it is probable therefore that it was 

actually issued some little time prior to that 
date. It is still in use at the present day, but 
I am informed that parcels stamps are no 
longer employed for putting on waybills at 

the larger stations· they are now only used 
at the smaller ones: It is possible, therefore, 
if the new system spreads that parcels stamps 
may become entirely a thing of the past. 

In this issue the bilingual system has b~en 
adopted, as in the postage sta~ps, English 
and Afrikaans stamps alternatmg on the 
sheets. The general design remains as be
fore. In the English stamps the most ob
vious difference, apart from the central back
o-round is the absence of a stop after the 
fiR" of' S.A.R. In the Afrikaans stamps the 
wording is "S.A.S" above and "PAKKET
SEEL" at the bottom. The wording of . the 
background is now bilingual, alternate Imes 
reading "SUID-AFRIKAANSESPOORWEE" 
and "SOUTHAFRICANRAILWAYSAN". If 
this were finished it would presumably be by 
"DHARBOURS". On the Afrikaans stamps 
the top line is in the Afrikaa~s v~rsi?n, on 
the English stamps the top lme 1s m the 
English version. 

The denominations and colours are the 
same as in the fifth issue, except per
haps for some variations . in shades. TI:iere 
is, however, no yellow 3d., only the hght 
green. 

NEW SP APER STAMPS 
The railway newspaper parcel stamps of 

Southern Africa are used in a somewhat differ
ent fashion from the other parcel stamps. 
They are supplied to newspaper offices or news
paper distributors for the prepayment of 
single copies of a newspaper carried as a rail
way parcel to the recipient, but the stamp is 
put on the wrapper and there is no waybill 
made out. Carriage is at a uniform rate 
irrespective of the distance carried. The fol
lowing have been seen:-

N atal Government Railways 
id. red on white paper. Rouletted. Speci

mens have been cancelled with dates in 1909 
and 1911. 
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South African Railways 
The older ( unilingual) type occurs in black 

on white, in black on a greyish white or 
tinted paper, in black on green, in green on 
white and in red on white. According to a 
note written on a railway form headed "Re
turn of Newspaper and Parcels Stamps," 

made apparently by some railway employee 
who had been collecting these stamps, the 
S.A.R. newspaper stamps were introduced 
about November, 1913. 

The bilingual stamp, which is in use at the 
present time, is in black on white. 

All these appear to be pin-perf. about 12. 
Rhodesia 

The Rhodesian Railway Newspaper Stamps 
are used in the same manner as those of the 
South African Railways, but they are all of 
ld. denomination. They were described and 
figured by C. C. Lance in "Stamps," Vol. 23, 
1938, p. 233, but he only refers to two varie
ties, being apparently unaware of the exist
ence of No. 2 mentioned here. 

No. 1 is the oldest type and was in use at 
least as far back as 1904, according to a 
specimen in the collection of the late Major 
Harrington. This had a boxed cancellation 
in purple "B. & M. Rys / 28 SEP 1904." Then 
came the No. 2 type, also with "Beira and 
Mashonaland Railways." 

No. 1 
The stamp in use at the present time ( or, 

at any rate, fairly recently) is similar in 

design to No. 2 type, but nas "Rhodesia Rail
Ltd." in the top panel. 

No. 2 

All three varieties are perforated and aN 
are red on white. 

ADDENDA 
During the course of publication of these 

notes on the Railway Parcels and Newspaper 
Stamps of Southern Africa, the following ad
ditions have been reported: 

Cape Railway Service, 1882, p.121: 
M. Provisionals on 4d. and on 7d., not pre

viously catalogued. The original value is 
obliterated by a thick red bar or bars with 
"1" above the bar and "2" below it. This 
½ is al'so in red. Incidentally, the 7d. de
nomination is not listed as occurring in this 
issue. 

-C.G.R., p.121: 
A 10s. denomination, in brown, has been 

recorded. 

C.S.A.R. Small Stamps, pp.139-140: 
5s. perforated; ls. and 2s. 6d. rouletted. 

1st S.A.R. Issue (1910-1916), p.141: 
3d. green of same design as ls. and the 

green and red 9d., i.e., without small lettering 
in background; 2s. var. (b) rouletted; 10s. var. 
(a) rouletted. 

S.A.R. 5th Iss,ue: 
In addition to finding the 6th issue on 

watermarked paper, Mr. Harper reports find
ing a pair of the 2s. 6d. of the 5th issue 
on paper with watermark upright. This has 
cancellation dated 17th Sept., 1939, although 
all his other specimens have dates in 1930, 
and the range the issue was given was 1923-
19~0. '_fhe colour of this pair is a pale blue, 
qmte different from that of the 1930 copies, 
but practically identical with the 2s. 6d. of 
the 6th issue. 

Thanks for the additions to Messrs. T. A~ 
Harper, East London, and Brian Nichols & 
Co., Cape Town. 
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PRINCESS ELIZABETH'S WEDDING 
Although Britain produced no special 

stamps for the <?ccasio~, they have had a fine 
special cancellat10n takrng the form of ~ true 
lovers' knot, with the letters E and P m the 
loops. V'll" We are indebted to Mr. A. H. de 1 iers, 
Pretoria, for a very beautiful l'.1rge envelope 
commemorative of the occasion. It 1:Ias 
printed in gold lettering "Royal. Weddrng . 
Souvenir Cover/To Mark the occas10n of the 
marriage / of / H.R.H. Princess Elizabeth / 
H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh/ on the 20th 
November 1947." It is franked with thr~e 
pairs of the Royal Visit stamps, which are m 
special frames provid~d for the_m. yv e regret 
it is not possible to illustrate 1t this month. 

U.S.A. 
Thanks are due to Messrs. vV. L. Bedard 

and George H. Camp for first-day covers with 
the "Old Ironsides" stamp recorded last 
month. 

BRAZIL 
Dr. Mario de Sanctis reports the ordinary 

issues as now appearing with the values_ in 
"Cruzeiros" and there are three vertical 
green lines on the back of the stamps. 

On September 1 there was issued in honour 
of President Truman's visit a 40c stamp 
showing the head of President Truman and 
the Statue of Liberty with the rays from 
its Torch spreading over South America. 

On September 7th there were due to appear 
five stamps to be kno,vn as the President 
Dutra Series. 

The 

SOUTHERN RHODESIA "ADMIRALS" 
Mr. W. G. Nodder in the "Philatelic Maga• 

zine" of 3 October has a well-illustrate4 ar
ticle on flaws of the stamps of the first ISsue 
of Southern Rhodesia. Many of those de
scribed are constant, some -only doubtfully so. 

* BURMA 
"Interim" stamps have been issued b_Y over

printing the Burma Postage Stamps with two 
line'S in Burmese characters. 

J(,. 

TRIESTE 
Current Italians were overprinted "A.M.G. 

-F.T.T." (Free Territory of Trieste) and 
put in circulation on October 1. 

J(,. 

JAIPUR COMMEMORATIVES 
Mr. A. C. Mullen, of the Senior Stamp 

Exchange Club, 40 Redlands Road, Read,ing, 
England, forwards particulars of this issue, 
which is of special interest as probably being 
one of the last of the Indian States indi
vidual issues. 

There are to be nine stamps in honour of 
the Silver Jubilee of H.H. Man Singh, the 
ruler of Jaipur. Five values, ~. 1, 2, 4 and 
8 annuas are to be released at the end of 
December; each has a portrait of H.H. at 
the right and scenes in the state on the 
left. The four remaining stamps, ¼, 3/ 4 and 
3a and lR are not due to appear till the end 
of March, 1948. 
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EAST AFRICAN METER POSTS 
My last communication about these to the 

"S.A. Philatelist" was in 1937 (Vol. 13, p. 
143) with one addition, Nairobi Municipality, 
recorded in 1938 (Vol. 14, p. 158). Since then 
quite a few new machines have been intro
duced and changes made. 

The East African Power and Light Co. was 
previously recorded as the first users of a 
postage meter machine in their Nairobi office. 
'.Cowards the end of 1937 they got a new 
date case, so that there was one long and 
one short line on either side of the bottom, 
instead of two short lines, and a line was 
added under Nairobi. 20c. can be added as 
an additional value to their first type. 

Kenya Farmers' Association. I can add 10 
centSi, 15 cents and 20 cents, with frame all 
round figures to the first type. 

In 1944 a new type stamp was introduced. 
The word "Cents" is omitted, the figures are 
s~aller and f?llow~d by a "C," the inscrip
tion at left is slightly rearranged and in 
much smaller letters. I have seen 10c. and 
20c. in this type. They have now (1947) gone 
back to the first type. I have seen Gailey 
& Roberts' frank with a solid little black 
quadrilateral (about 1 mm. x 2 mm.) in front 
•Of the first figure of the date. 

The second slogan for the E.A. Standard 
machine is STANDARD GROUP/provides A 
COMPLETE I EAST AFRICAN / ADVERTIS
ING CAMPAIGN, enclosed in a frame 

The Military P.O. used a Meter b~t the 
only copy I have seen is a poor ,o~e of the 
30c; there is a "N'' in front of the word Cents 
and my copy is too poor to say what comes 
after; there is no date case. 

Dalgety & Co. have t\vo machines one at 
Nairobi and one at Mombasa. These ~re both 
of the new type with C after the figure of 
value, brought into use in 1940. 

In Nairobi I have only seen 5c. and 20c. 
and there is usually an advertisement to the 
left of the date case. 

This has recently appeared with a letter 
N in the left bottom corner of the stamp. 

~f the Mombasa machine I have only seen 
a smgle copy of the 5c. 

l\lotor l\lart & Exchange, Ltd. I have only 
recently seen a copy of this. The stamp is 
a combination of the old and new types. The 
figure of value is followed by a "C" and 
underneath "N" at left "CENTS" in centre 
and a solid block at right. I have only seen 
the l0c. -W. TUNSTALL. 

STAMPS OR GUM 
Some time back the subject was ventilated 

in our columns of whether or not unused 
stamps would not be better collected with
out gum, i.e. with the gum washed· off. 

This matter has been considered by some 
of our societies. Little would be gained by 
giving their views in detail, but they may 
be summarised by stating that there appears 
to be a good proportion of collectors who 
would be glad if it became a general custom 
to collect unused stamps minus gum. 

There are three main aspects of this mat
ter:. 

(1) It is generally agreed that gum, from 
the collectors' point of view, is a nuisance 
because it makes stamps tend to cockle and 
so get creased and damaged. 

(2) It is agreed that some stamps are al
ready showing signs of ruin and disintegra
tion through chemical interaction between the 
gum and the paper, but it is not yet com
~only accepted that this is liable, perhaps 
hkely, to happen to many, if not to all, 
stamps in the future, and that this future 
may be not very distant. Till such ruining 
?f stamps becomes more common than it yet 
is, collectors are individually unwilling to 
remove gum from their stamps because of 
the next consideration. 

(3) Stamps with '_'O.G." are still catalogued 
or fE:tch higher p_r1ces than stamps without 
or with only partial gum. It is understand
able, therefore, that collectors individually 
are still unwilling to remove gum from fheii· 
unused stamps. 

. Only collective action, particularly by the 
big dealers and catalogue makers will break 
down this barrier. Zumstein, we 'understand 
has_ made the first move in this direction i~ 
their latest catalogue. 

OVERSEA COMMENTS 
. \:Vith reference ~o Mr. Kag-anson's complaint 
~n our August issue that oversea journals 
ignored our articles it might be noted that in 
a recent number of "Stamps" the column 
headed "From the Contemporary P~ess" states 
tha~ "the M_ay and June numbers of the South 
African Philatelist" required reading from 
cov~r to c~ver" and then proceeds to list the 
articles, with short summaries. 

Mr. J. C. Shafer writes from Amsterdam 
tha~ he p3:sses on our journal to his philatelic 
society, with over 1,000 members, that he has 
numero~s request~ for a loan of it, and that 
SUIY,lmari~s o{ articles are given regularly in 
their philatelic press. 

WE WISH TO BUY 
SETS PACKETS KILOWARE 

SINGLE STAMPS 
~s the largest wholesale stamp firm in the 

Umted States, w_e _are constant buyers, in large 
wholesale quantities, of all kinds of postage 
stamps . 

. Send u~ a detailed list of your offers, which 
will receive . our prompt, careful attention. 
References will be sent on request (if you do 
D<?t al read~ know us) so that you may deal 
with us with complete confidence. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. Boston 17, Mass. 
U.S.A. 

AUSTRALIA 
The 1/- 4 stamp is to be replaced by a 1/- 3 

one, the _design being the head of a Hereford 
bull, which was one of the designs recently 
awarded a prize. 

The Princess Elizabeth stamp has been an
nounced officially a~ taking the place of the 
present ld. stamp m December. It was actu
ally issued on 20th November. 
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RHODESIAN "ROYAL TOUR" 
POSTMARKS 

How many varieties of "Royal Tour" post
marks are there and where was each variety 
used? 

The1Se questions were raised in our . S~p
tember issue, p. 130, where !hree varieties 
were described. Since 1;hen ~ we have, received 
communications on this subject from Mr. H. 
W. Bond (B); Mr. G. W .. Gilbert (G); The 
Rhodesian Stamp Co., Salisbury (S). a~~ a 
letter has appeared in "Stamp Collectmg of 
13th September, from Mr. K. N. R .. Vine, 
which must be referred to (V). It IS not 
easy to make all the_ intormation i~ these de
scriptions tally and It IS doubtful If ~he last 
word on this subject has yet been said. 

To get this matter cleared up it must be 
remembered (.a) that "Royal Tour" postmarks 
were applied to covers both at the G.P.(?., 
Salisbury ( Room 4), and on the Royal Tram, 
als~ (b) that "Royal Train" postally included 
offices on both the "White Train" and the 
"Pilot Train." Actually on the Pilot Train 
(if conditions in Rhodesia were the same as 
in the Union) there were two P.O's, one for 
postal matter proper, the other for tele
graphic and cable purposes; the latter, how
ever, can probably be left out of considera
tion. 

Marks may in the first instance be divided 
into two groups-those with bars across the 
base on which the Rhodesian coat-of-arms 
stands (at the top of the mark), and those 
without such hars; marks of the latter group 
appear to be the more abundant. 

According to ( B) both barred and unbarred 
cancellers were, used on the Royal Train, but 
he does not distinguish between the different 
train offices. The broad statement, however, 
is probably correct .as ( G) also records covers 
with "Royal Train" registration marks, the 
cancellation marks being of both barred and 
non-barred types. In his case, :however, the 
question is complicated by his describing the 
barred variety as different from that de
scribed and figured in our September issue. 

According to (S), from information secured 
in Salisbury, there were definitely only three 
cancellers used throughout S. Rhodesia, but 
in their description of the marks they do not 
distinguish between the two varieties of the 
non-barred marks (narrow R's and wide R's) 
and they have not been .able to ascertain _de
tails of the mark used on what they call the 
"Royal Train," but obviously meaning the 
"White Train." Whatever mark this was 
they believe it was used only by the Royal 
Party and their immediate entourage and will 
be a rare one. 

The information given by (V) is stated to 
have been given by ,a f).'iend who actually 
served in the postal department of the "Royal 
Train" ( apparently the "White Train," from 
a further statement given below). Unfor
tunately he deals mainly with the colour of 
the marks, not with their other features. 
He states the covers sent in for "Royal Train" 
(presumab1y meaning "Royal Tour") cancel-

lations were so numerous that they could not 
all be handled on the train and tltat a replica 
of the stamper used on the train was made 
for use at the G.P.O. The cancellations done 
at the G.P.O. were in black, those on the train 
in purple. He quotes from his friend "I was 
on the train and cancelled some personally. 
To my knowledge there were only about 100 
Royal Tour covers actually cancelled on the 
train with the purple ink." 

Here follows a description of the four vari
ties of marks now described, .and, as far as 
is yet possible,, a note as to the place or 
places where each was used. The order is 
changed from that given in our Se_ptember 
issue, the non-barred varieties being taken 
first as being the more abundant and the less 
controversial:-

( 1) Base on which· the coat-of-arms stands 
at the top of the mark has no b~.rs across it; 
the base is 10 mm. long, is slightly curved to 
follow the curve of the ellip·se underneath 
it and both ends of the base are sloping. The 
letters "R" in the wording of the main part 
of the mark are narrow (B- U mm. in 
Southern Rhodesia and U - 2 mm. in Royal 
Tour). 

(2) Similar to (1), but the letters "R"1 are 
wide (U-2 mm. in Southern Rhodesia and 
2~ mm. in Royal Tour). 

Both of these were practically certainly 
used in Room; 4 at the G.P.O., Salisbury. Ac
cording to (S), although they only refer 
specifically to ( 1), with the narrow letters 
"R," all dealers' orders and most of those 
sent by the general public were so cancelled. 
Cancellations in black. 

It seems possible, however, that one of 
them at any rate was also in use for a period 
on the train (probably the pilot train) for 
( G) records a cover with Royal Train regis
tration cachet in violet and a Var. ( 1) can
cellation in black. 

(3) Base on which the coat-of-arms stands 
has three bars across it, one in the middle 
and one at either end; the base is straight, 
.about 8 mm. long and the ends are sloping. 
The1 d_ots between the upper and lower letter
ing of the mark are larger than in the non
barred varieties and the one on the right is 
oval rather than circular. ( See illustration 
in our May and September issues). 

This mark was used on the Pilot Train; 
sometimes it is in black, sometimes in blue. 
On most, perhaps all, registered covers it is 
in blue,, the Royal Train registration cachet 
being .also in blue. Some of the covers sent 
in by the general public were certainly can
celled with this mark. 

It is possible that this mark was also used 
at one period at the G.P.O.; the marks in 
black being probably thos,e applied there. 

( 4) A mark recor~ed so far only by ( G). 
It differs from (3) m that the base is only 
7 mm. long, the bars across it are heavier 
and, the most important feature, perhaps, the 
ends are rounded instead of sloping. 

There is no question but that it looks dif
ferent from (3), but indentification rests on 
this single specimen and, until more speci-
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mens turn up judgment on it had better be 
suspended. It seems possible that wear, 
amount of ink on the pad, or amount of pres
sure used in stamping, might account for the 
diff erenc,es. . . 

This specimen is in blue, with !egistration 
cachet also in blue and was defimtely posted 
on the Pilot Train by one of the staff. 

CONCLUSIONS. 
(a) Two cancellers were _used 3:t th~ G.P.O., 

Salisbury, the marks applied bemg m black 
ink Both had the base of the, coat-of-.arms 
no~-barred, one had wide letters . "R," the 
other narrow. One or other, possibly bo~h, 
used to s,ome extent also on the Pilot Tram. 

(b) A canceller with bars ,across the base 
of the coat-of-arms was used on the Pilot 
Train the marks being usually, if not always, 
in blu'e. Possibly used also at the G.P.O., with 
marks in black. 

( c) Possibly .another si~ilar canceller, 
differing slightly in some details, used on the 
Pilot Train, marks in blue. 

( d) Distinguishing ~eatures of the call:celler 
used on the White Tram not yet ascertamed. 

J.H.H.P. 

WORLD'S RAREST METER STAMP 
After resting in a boot box for 30 years 

there has recently came to light a specimen 
of a 2c Paid, shield design, meter stamp, 
which was used for five days in May, 1912, 
at Chicago. This is the only known copy, 
although one example of a similar le stamp 
is also known. It has been insured for $5,000. 
The story of the find is being featured in 
the American philatelic and general press. 
Thanks also to Mr. Edwin Brooks of 1553. 
S. Ridgeway Ave., Chicago, for a special 
write-up on it. 

THE B.P.A. EXHIBITION 
Reports in the philatelic press indicate that 

this exhibition went off very successfully. 
The B.P.A. chairman (Mr. Robson Lowe) has 
sent the Federation thanks from his council 
members for its combined exhibit. A private 
collector writes that the exhibits from South 
Africa, Australia and New Zealand were 
easily the star items of the show; that the 
token exhibits of the postal histories of these 
countries were far more interesting- than the 
official exhibits of modern printing; and 
that there was much to be learnt from the 
South African exhibit in particular. Our 
thanks for these kind expressions of opinion. 

A "ROY AL VISIT" CURIOSITY 
Mr. H. W. Bond, Pretoria, writes: "I have 

the complete issue of the Basutoland Royal 
Visit stamps on a cover, cancelled with the 
Bechuanaland cancellation on the day of 
arrival of the Royal Family in Bechuanaland. 
I posted this cover to the Postmaster in 
Basutoland so that I would have a used issue 
of the Basutoland Royal Visit stamps, but 
gave up hope ,of ever seeing it again, as it 
took such a long time to come back to me; 
when it eventually turned up, it had the 
Bechuanaland cancellations." 

POSTS TO AND STAMPS IN GERMANY 
An envelope was recently returned by the 

Union Postal Authorities to the sender because 
it had an air-mail label on it and had been 
addressed to the British Zone in Germany. The 
envelope had been endorsed by th_e P<?stal 
authorities with a rubber stamp notification: 
"Air mail tablet not permitted." It is eyiden~
ly against the regulations to use an air-mail 
label, the reason probably being that a mes
sage might be written underneath. On the 
other hand there seems no reason why messages 
could not be written under the ordinary post
age stamps. Perhaps some member can give 
me a better reason. 

According to a law promulgated in Berlin 
in April this year, it is an offence in Germany 
in any Zone to be in possession of "pre-occu
pation postage stamps". This expression is 
defined in the law as meaning any stamps, in
cluding embossed stationery used or unused, 
issued or manufactured during the Nazi 
regime for use in Germany or any country 
or territory under German occupation. It is 
fortunately provided that stamps of the 
Weimar Republic are not considered "pre
occupation postage stamps" within the mean
ing of the law unless they had been printed 
on paper with Swastika watermarks or other 
Nazi symbols or designs. The penalty is im
prisonment not exce!;!ding 5 years or a fine not 
exceeding 500,000 R. Marks or both such fine 
and imprisonment. 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
The official philatelic agency sends two first

day covers with new stamps and special; can
cellations. (1) Two stamps, 1.40 and 4.00 
Kcs., showing a young woman facing a stormy 
wind, emblematic of revolutionary times; they 
have the dates 1917, 1947. Issued 26th Octo
ber. (2) Two stamps, 1.20 and 4 Kcs., 
issued ,on 24th October, bearing a portrait of 
Stefan Moyses, first Slovak chairman of the 
Slavic movement. 

LUXEMBURG 
Four stamps issued on 24th October in hon

our of the American General, George S. Pat
ton, 1.50, 3.50, 5 and 10 f. Two depict the 
General and his tanks; two his grave in Hamm 
cemetery. 

JUGOSLAVIA 
Dr. V. Simic-Vakanovic sends a first-day 

cover with 4 values of the semi-postal set 
issued on September 25, the surtax being 
for the benefit of the Youth Railroad Brj
gades. Also one with 3 commemoratives in 
honour of Vuk Karadzic (1787-1864) philolo
gist and largely responsible for the estab
lishment of the Servian language. The 1.50 
and 5d. show an open book with a national 
violin; the 2.50d. is a portrait stamp. 

During Red Cross week ( September 26 to 
October 5) all inland letters had to bear a 
50p. Red Cross stamp in addition to normal 
postage. 
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i--::::ETY NEWS I 
~ ■■■■■■■■■■■--
THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 

President Dr. A. Kaplan; IIon. Sec., Mr. J. H. 
Jenkins, P.O. Box 4967; Meetings, 2nd Tuesdays and 
4th Mondays, Public Library, 7.45 p.m. 
27¥;ie0

f!~~ei~:r this evening was provided by visitors 
from the East Rand Philatelic Society. 2\lr. Doyle 
showed a nice collection of Portuguese Nyasaland, 
nlmost complete, and the President of the E.R.P.S., 
l\Ir. H. Snklje, showed K.G. VI issues. Mr. J. 
Shepherd was to have exhil>ited, l>ut was unable to 
be present; in his absence Dr. A. Kap\an sh<?wed 
Austrian commemoratives. ::\Iessrs. Economides, 
Pirie and Buchen spoke on the exhibits and thanked 
the exhibitors and the E.R.P.8. for them. 

11th November: l\Ir. Allan :Morris, wno was down 
for a talk and demonstration on "Paper" was un
fortuiately · prevented from appearing by illness. Mr. 
L. Buchen filled the breach l>y sho,ving his Belgian 
Charity issues, for which, especially for the mount
ing thereof, he was .hearti~y congratulated by the 

Soil11;'" Novem!Jer: ::\[r. .T. :Mendelson, a "young'' 
member. made his del>ut IJy showing a very nil'e 
mint collection of the issuPs of Newfoundland since 
1897. He preceded his exhibit by a short talk. Al
most all issues were complete, save several of the 
great air rarities; in addition to the main issues he 
had most of the re-entries. An excellent show. 

* PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, F. C. Ferguson; Hon. Sec., H. Ende

mann, P.O. Box 51-1; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mondays, 
8 p.m., Technical College. 

7th October: A paper was read and exhibit . shown 
,for Lt.-Col. L. Simenhoff, of Cape Town. Tins was 
what the writer termed a side-line collection of an 
-educational nature in which the design of the stamp 
plays the main role. The par_ticular _PXhibit_ shown 
was part of his "Encyelopaedia"-~a Job "'.Inch c_an 
never be finished-viz., the sect10n dealmg w1t~1 
natural history, Rtarnps Rhowing plants, and am
mals with attractive additional drawings, etc. The 
sheets were shown in an epidiascope and were very 
nwch appreciated. 

20th October: The exhibits of the evening were 
shown by membe1·s of the Johannes!Jurg Jewish 
Guild Philatelic :-:ection. nr. Kaplan showed a 
Rheet of the 2d. S. Rhodesian Victory issue/ with the 
double print dPscrilJed in the "West End Philatelist" 
July-August isRue, alRo eht88ics of Holland and 
Rhodesia. )lr. Buchen showed a fine sele<'tion of 
Switzerland. 8pecially strong in air mailR, and ::\h·. 
Glassman displayed his collection of British Colonials. 

* CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, C. G. :\Iummery; Hon. Re<·retan1, S. 

'Kaganson, P.O. Box 1973; Meeting8, 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays at Yorkshire Buildings, Strand Street, at 
7.30 p.m. 

14th August: "Barly British Colonial8'' was _the 
subject of the <li8play at this well-atten~led meetmg, 
and the exhibitor was :\Ir. C. 0. Plumbridge. 

The stamps displayed were all early Victorians, 
and naturaI1v the firRt item Rhown was the mother 
or all stamps-the Penny Black. 'l'hen followed 
many choiee items including the Newfoundland 4d. 
scarlet vermillion used, a bisect St. Nevis penny, 
nnd £1. Queensland all in very fine condition. )Ir. 
A. :\I. Jones moved a vote of thanks and :'.\lr. Mum
mery also congratulated l\Ir. Plumbridge on the fine 
selected item8 diRplayed. 

28th August: When :\Ir. L. Simenhoff. who inci
dentallv was made a Life Member of the Society, 
is dow11 for a diRplay, one looks forward for some
thing out of the ordinary, and this one, described as 
"'Selected Items," was no f'xception. 

IncludNl wa8 a selection of Tristan Da Cunha 
<'Overs inelmling one hearing the first post mark. A 

section devoted to the variouR types of poRtmarks 
w;ed in the Cape was most interesting. Of special 
note here was a 6d. lilac on cove1t with the Grahams-
town postmark. . .. 

The postmarks of s.,v.A. and the Inter-pronn
cials in blocks of four also caught the attention of 
the good attendance of members and visitors. l\Iany 
other interesting covers were put on the ta!Jle, all 
gems in their own field, as expreRsed by E. C. Solo
mon in moving a vote of thanks. 

23th September : There was a larger 3:ttendance 
than usual at this meeting when our President was 
down for a display of the stamps of Egypt. This 
proved a most interes_ting) C?llection, starting off a~ it 
did with covers dealmg with the pre-poRtal per10d, 
and passing through the various phases of GoYern-
ment up to the present perioct. . . . 

As far as could be seen the only nns8111g item 
was the Port Fouad set. Covers were very much 
in evidence, particul'arly those dealing. with the 
Parlier period. ·what caught the eye of many was 
the Birthday stamp in both mint and used condition. 

A section dealt with the Army seals in use up 
to 1936 and the Jul>ilee seal and the display tailed 
off with a collection of postal stationery. l\Ir. :\Inm
mery supplemented the display with an interesting 
talk dealing with the postal history of the country. 
l\lr. E. Blum, in moving a Yote of thanks, stated 
that this was one of the finest collections of Egypt 
we had had the pleasure of viiewing, and in his 
opinion must IJe one of the finest in the rnion. 

B.L.C. 
)f,. 

PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIFJTY 
President, :\lr. G. K. J1'or1Jes; Hon. Sec., :\fr. G. P. 

Smith, 13 Trafalgar Square, Port J<;Iizabeth; JJieet
ings, 1st and 3rd Tuesdays in Room 3, City Hall 
Basement, at 7.45 p.m. 

Mr. G. K. I•'orhe8 was in the chair whf'n the 
meeting opened on Tuesday, the 21st of October. 

The attendance was not as large as usual. 
:\Ir. Addis-Smith was responsible and tabled one 

of the finest displays seen for Rome time. 
This comprised of part of his collection, consist

ing of Su1lan, St. Helenn, ARCPnsion and Antigua. 
Amongst so many rare specimen8, it is· hard to 

nwntion any particular one. However, the "GEX
:F:RAL GORDOX" set of 1933 and the Palm set of 
Sudan, eould not he overlookPd. 

Among the St. Helena stamps, No. :t arnl No. 2 
of the first issue of 1Si'i8 used, a l>lock of four 2d. 
yellow, mint of J 8(31 arnl a page of 12 Rtamps, over
prints inc\uding the 3d., -ld., and 18. are wortl~ 
mentioning. 'l'hree othl'l" gems on display WPre of 
the 1873 and 1889 !issue of Hd., dull blue, milky blue 
and ultramarine sha1les. 

Full Rets of Ascension, many now obsolete, both 
mint and used, were shown, also Rorne of the earlier 
and present day issue of Antigua. 

Tt is with ,leep regret we lparn that :\fr. Bray
brook is in ho8pital seriously ill. IJnt WP hope to 
hf>ar better 11PW8 of him shortly. Any membPr8 who 
care to visit him would give him mueh pleasure, 
anct he would greatly appreciate it. 

::\Ir. Forbe8 auctio11P1l some pacKet8, out bidding 
was slow, and many paeket8 wPre held over. 

After a vote of thank8 to :\Ir. Addis-Smith the 
meeting closed. 

There was a large attendance on 18th Xovf'rnber. 
It was Members' Night, and each member had to 
di8play three pages well written up, and three prizes 
were offered. 'l'he judge8 were :\Ir. Brink, ::\[r. Des
champ and ~Ir. I-lannebel. 

These gentlemen did not di8play. It was not nn 
f'a8y task to chooRe but finally they were in eom
plete agreement that a page of Switzf>rland dis
played by Dr. Haais Rhould win the 1st prize. 

A page of Briti8h IDast Africa displayed IJy ~Ir. 
A. B. Clark waR second. 'l'hree pagl:'8 di8played by 
Mr. ::\Iiles, of Rhodesia, New Zealand and Nyasaland, 
were awarded third prize. 

:\Ir. Forbes then auctioned about 60 paekets of thf> 
l'nion and S.\V.A. There was Rome really good 
Rtamps put up for :rnetion, and the bidding wa8 
kf>en, and all packets Rwiftly solrl. There will be n.n 
auction on 2nd Deeem!Jer. !Jut no meeting on the 
third Tuesdav in Deef>mher. 

::\14:'mbers of the Port Elizabeth Branch takf> this 
opportunitv of wiRhing members f>w•rywhere compli
ments of the Reason and a Happy New Yf'ar. 

{Concluded on page JSG) 
L.E.C. 
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