T H E

Prefent State

OF THE

CarEof Goop Horg, &c.
‘Cmavrn L '

Of the Author’s Voyage to the Cape of Good Hope ,
Under whofe Patronage and on what Account the
Jame was undertaken.

MAving felt, in my. early Years, an

[1)) ardent Defire to travel, "and long
{fought in vain for a favourable Op-
portunity to gratifie fo prevailing a
Paffion, I leave the Reader to ima-
gmne the Ttanfport I felt when my
generous Patron The Baron wan Krofick, Privy
Councellor to the late King of Pruffa, whom Ihad
the Honour to ferve in Quality of Szcretary, com-
A muni-
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municated to me his Refolution to fend a proper
Perfon, at his own Coft, to refide for fome Time at
the Cape of Good Hope; and that he had pitch’d up-
on me as fuch; to make and digeft the proper Ob

fervations on the Heavenly Bodies,as they appear’d
from thence, for the Advancement of Afronomical
Learning,.

This Overture of His Excellency, which was
accompanied with the moft generous Sentiments of
my Capacity and Application, was the Crowning
of my Withes, and poflfefs’d me with a triple Plea-
fure : Firft, as it gratified my Paffion for Travel-
ling ; in the next Place, as it gave me an Oppor-
tunity of tfhewing my Attachment to His Excellen-
cy by my Adivity in a Service he had fo much at
Heart; and laftly,. as it might enable me to
oblige the learned and curious Part of the World
with an ufeful and entertaining Hiftory of 2 Countr
and People, of whom we have had hitherto fucl};
varjous and uncertain Accounts.

Taccepted then of this Employment with the high-
eft Expreflionsof Gratitude. And my Noble Pa-
tron having fettled on me a yearly Salary, and pro-
mifed me every kind of Supportand Affiftance,
which might be in his Power, I withdrew to pre-
pare, according to his Diretions, immediately for
the Voyage; and was employ’d in getting up fuch
Books, mathematical Inftruments and other Things
as might be ufeful to me at the Cape, while His
Excellency prepar’d Letters in my Favour to feve-
ral Perfons of Diftin&ion in Holland, with fome of
whom he had negotiated as Plenipotentiary from
"The Houfe of #olfenbuttel atthe Treaty of Ra;/"wic;l’ci

an
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and with others contracted a Friendfhip during their
Refidence at Berlin as Ambafladors from the States
General. To thofe his old Friends the Baron ex-
plain’d and recommended his Intention, requefting
them to introduce me to the Directors of the India
Company at.A4mfterdam, and to employ their Cres
dit with the faid Dire@ors for my Obtaining their
‘Warrant for a Paflage to the Cape of Good Hope on
‘one of their Ships, together with their Letters Re-
commendatory to the Compahy’s Settlements and
Factories at or near the Cape, in order to my ob-
taining there fuch Countenance and Afliftance as
might be neceffary to the Accomplifhment of the
Defign.

On the 2d of Offober 1704 I took Leave of my
generous Patron The Baron wan Krofick, his
noble Family, and all my Friendsat Berlin, and
fet out for Amfierdam; where,on my Arrival, I
found, in the Texel, feveral of the Company’s Ships
outward bound, waiting for a fair Wind. But find.
ing my felf unprovided with the mathematical In-
ftruments chiefly neceflary for the Undertaking,
and underftanding that nine more of the Compa-
ny’s Ships would be ready to fail by Cbrifimas
following, I judg’d it advileable to wait till then,
that 1 might have Time to furnifth my felf com«
pleatly. Accordingly I waited in Holland till Chrijt-
mas : And having procured the Inftruments I
wanted from the beft Hands in dmfterdam, 1 appli-
ed for my Paffage to the Direcors of the fndia
Company ; and being fupported by my Patron’s
F riends, alleminent in the State, I obtain’d of the
faid Direétors the Favours comgriz’d in the follow-
g Articles. )

Aa 1. To
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1, To pafs to the Cape of Good Hope in one of
the Company’s Ships : To victual with the Captain:
And to have a commedious private Cabbin, in
which I might purfue my Studies, and digeft my
Obfervations in the Courfe of the Voyage, without
Interruption. For which Paflage anz rivileges I
was to pay at a certain eafie Rate ; in which, on
Account of the Goodnefs of the Defign, and the
Authority and Intereft with which I came recom-
mended, I was particularly favour'd. .

2. To have allotted me, on my Arrival at the
~ Cape, a convenient Place or Station in the Nature
of an Obfervatory : And to be allow’d the Ufeof a
Pendulum-Clock at the Cape, belonging to the
Company. .

3. To be allow’d the Choice of a Perfon out of the
Garrifon at the Cape, who (after inftru&ing him in
Aftronomy &c.) fhould aflift me in the Profecu-
- tion of my Defign 5 and when I return’d, continue
his Obfervations, for the Publick Emolument, by
the Help of the mathematical Inftruments I fhould
leave with him. :

On the 22d of Decemper 1704 1 embark®d, - with
feveral other Paflengefs, in the Company’s Ship
the Union in the Texel, where, with eight more of
the Company’s Ships bound for India, we lay for
a Wind till Fanuary the 8th following, when the
whole Fleet fail’d out. .

It being in the Time of the late War with
France, 1o avoid the Enemy as much as poflible,
we fteer’d our Courfe North about, round Scoﬂagd;

ut
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but before we had imade fo far, the whole Fleet
was twice or thrice feparated by ftormy Weather
out of Sight of one another; a Thing, which be-
ing ordinary enough, I fhould not have mention’d
but for the Sake of obferving the Jealoufy and Ap-
prehenfion with which Friends that have been fepa-
rated at Sea in Time of War, come in View of one
another again. For having loft Sight of our Com-
pany, every Sail wedefcry’d afterwards was taken
for “a Privateer, as, on the other Hand, was the
Utiion s and every Ship, on the Sight of her Friends,
repar’d for an Attack as on the Appearance of an
nemy, till we were all happily join'd again.

Being but. a Novice in Low-Dutch when Ileft
Amfterdam, and finding no other Language on
board in which I had any Share, I was extremely at
a Lofs for Converfation and Intelligence in certain
Matters till fuch Time asI had acquir’d a ‘tolerable
Knowledge of it by Application at Sei. But
before I was Mafter ofP this Talent, Ifufler’d e-
nough ; for ufing at firft all poflible Difpatch in
theAcquifition of it, and being withal pretty inquifi-
tive, I offended fo often againft Grammar and Idi
.om, and was fo little underftood, that I was grinn’d
atfrom all the Quarters of the Ship, and particu-
larly by the Savages before the Maft, who look’d
upon me as avery ftrange Fellow. This rude At-
tack of the 'Ship’s Company forc’d me into clofe

uarters. I retired to my Cabbin, and for fome
Time rarely ftirr’d or look’d out : But wanting
the Reliefs of Converfation there, I fell into a deep
Melancholy; by means of which and the extremely

iercing Cold I fuffer’d in the Northern Climates
ffcll dangeroufly ill. My Blood was in a Manner
A 3 frozen



6 . The Prefent State of

frozen in its Channels. For many Days my Life
was defpair’d of. Bat after fuch Medicines and
. ‘Affiftance as I was able to procureat Sea, my
Sicknefs dwindled into an intermitting Fever
from which, by the Blefling of God and the Skill
and Care of the Ship’s Surgeon, I was recover’d by
the End of February, :

By this Time we were got into a pretty warm
Climate, which gave me wonderful Relief ; and it
was with the higheft Sat'sfaction I perceiv’d, that
as I advanc’d towards the Line, and within the
Sun’s Activity, my Health and Vigour were aug-
mented. The Phlegm and Melancholy that op-
. prefs’d me vanifh’d as I approach’d the Sun, info-

much that under the Torrid Zone I found my felf
perfettly freed from every Incumbrance of either
kind, and in Poffeffion of as much Health and
Chearfulnefs as a Man can wifh. I thall not trouble
the Reader by accounting for this, fince, if he is
any Thing of a Philofopher, he will eafily do it
himfelf. But this was not all my Happinefs be-
tween the Tropicks ; for Thad by this Time pick'd
up fo much Low-Dutch, that I could enter a little
into Converfations and as if Change of Climate
had introduc’d 2 Change into the Manners and Sen-
timents of the Ship’s Company, every one (then
fomewhat appriz’d, I fuppafe, of the Patronage
and Purpofe of my Voyage) thew’d me Abun-
dance of Refpeét, and were fo afliduous to pleafe
and oblige me, that they not only gave me im-
mediate Satisfaction in every Enquiry I madeta
which they could anfwer, but upon any Accident,
or the Appearance of any Thing, which they
thoughtdeterv’d my Remark, there wasa (:o,minui

. a
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al Emulation among ’em who fhould be the firft to
give me Notice o? it. This was ficting my Hu-
mour and Defign to a great Exa¢tnefs; and by the
help of a little Affiduity to oblige them on my
own Side, I had the good Fortune to be fo gratifi-
ed to the End of the Voyage.

On the laft Day of February we difcover’d 2
fmall Whale, call’da North Caper, which being a
Token to the Sailors of our approaching the Iflands
of C?e de Verd, a Man muft have a peculiar Ge-
nius for Farce and low Mirth to defcribe the Rejoi-
cings thatappear’d on this Occafion from Head to
Stern. There was Mulfick, Singing and Dancing in
all the Quarters and Cabbins of the Ship, with{uch
Gambols and Feats of Aftivity as, perhaps, were

~never exhibited a-thore.

‘We were. confirm’d in our Notion of being near
Cape Verd by an Obfervation the next Day, by
which we found we had pafs*d the Tropick ofy Can-
cer; and by the Colour of the Sea, which, as Au-
thors obferve, takes a deeper Green near that Cape,
and holds it almoft as far as the Cape of Good Hope.,

March ¢, we difcover’d the.Cape de Verd Illands;
and, on the rothin the Morning, had the Iflands
of St. Lucia, St. Nicholas and Chaon diftinctly in
Sight. About Noon we defcried the Ifland del
Fuyogo, by the Smoak which iffues from the burning
Mountain there. On the 11th we were clofe aboard
the Ifland of St. Fago, but were drove off again
by contrary Winds. On the 12th our Crew caught
a large Shark, of which, though refus’d by moft
Nations, they made a hearty Dinner. The 13th

A g had
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had like to have prov’d fatal to us, for fteering our
Courfe round the Ifland of St. Fago, (by which we
had a diftin® View of its high Hillsand Cliffs, and
of the Extent and Situation of the City) on 1 fud-
den we were becalm’d ; and theT'ide fetting ftrong
towards the Ifland, we were indanger of driving
againft the Rocks; and notwithftanding all we
could do with our Oars, we were carried within
100 Yards of One, and had all of us givenour
felves for loft, when it pleas’d God to fend a Sou-
therly Wind, which deliver’d us from this Danger,
and carried us fafe into the Harbour of Brays,
about 3 Leagues from the City of St. Fago.

We faluted the Caftle of this Harbour with 15
Guns ; from whence, and from other Ships in the
Harbour, we receiv’d the like Number. In the
Afternoon we were vifited by a Portugueze Gentle-
man, accompanied by alNegro Romith Prieft, nam’d
Father Francifco Lombesr 5 but neither of them un-
derftanding Dutch, the Conferences ran in Latin
between Father Francifeo and my {elf, the Father
interpreting for the Portugueze,while I did the fame
for the Captain. ‘This Negro, who was of Romifh
Parents of Angola, having receiv’d an Univerfity
Education at St. Fago, had been made Prieft and
Paftor, the better to promote and fecure the Con-
verfion of his Countrymen. But, if the Tree is
to be known by its Fruits, his Zeal for Mirth and
Good Living had eaten up his Faith and his Edu-
cation. For entertaining theém -very . liberally, this
Father, not to mention other Articles, eat at leaft
2 Pounds of Dytch Cheefe, drinking withal an
aftonithing” Quantity of Brandy, whichfo clear’d
his Pipes and lighten’d his Heels, that he fell a fing-
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ing and dancing with wonderful Spirit andA&ivity,
and fhew’d us fo many Monkey-Tricks as con-
vinc’d us all, that though he made a very bad
Prieft he would have made an excellent Harlequin,

At Parting the Father invited feveral of us to
take a Dinner with him and view his fine Library,
as he call’d it. The Invitation was accepted; andon
the 15th we waited on him at his Houfe, where he
receiv’d and entertain’d us in a Manner handfome
enough, fhewing us his Library, which confifted
of a Body of the Civil Law (hefaid he was Doétor
of Laws) fome Popifh Legends, a few Breviaries
and the like. ’

In the mean Time the Ship was taking in Wood
and Frefh Water, and our Captain buying up frefh
Provifions, which, with every Sort of Fruit pro-
. duc’d atSt. Fago, were incredibly cheap. I bought

100 {weet Oranges for half a Paper of Pins, and
for the other hza.lfg  fat Hens,

On the 18th of March we paida folemn Vifit to
the Governour of the Caftle, whom we had feen
and accofted tranfiently before. Among other
Curiofities, he thew’d us a fine walking Cane with
a Silver-Head, which he had receiv’d as a Prefent
fromn the Governour of the Cape of Good Hape as he
pafs’d by Braya in his Way to his Government.
He was pleas’c{ tointroduce us to his Lady, who
was with feveral Women in her own Apartment.
She receiv’d us with much Civility, and treated us
with Bread of Turkifb Wheat, Butter and Cheefe.
‘We return’d the Kindnefs with a Paper of Tobacco,
which fhe and the other Women fmoak’d upon
Sight in the Prefence of usall, We
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‘We had fome of us Thoughts, while we ftay’d at
‘Braya, of making a Trip to the City of St. 7ago 3
but we were diffuaded from that Defign by Father

ombeer and feveral Portugyeze Gentlemen, who
reprefented the Ways we fhould be oblig’d to go
as fteep, craggy and moft difficult of Paflage, and
the Ground withal to be fo hot and parch’d by rea-
fon of the Scarcity of Rain (which fometimes, it
feems, is deny’d to that Ifland for 6 or 7 Years
together)that their Slaves were generally oblig’d to
travel bare-footed, and fometimes perith’d through
Thirft, there being rarely any fuch thing as Water
or any Refrefhment upon the Road. Upon which
T muft obferve, that the Trees, Plants &c,in this
Ifland are moftly nourith’d by the Morning Dews,
which fall plentifully at certain Seafons. Yet it is
a very fertile delightful Place, abounding with
Cotton, Orange and Lemon Trees : The Vallies
yield Sugar-Canes, Rice, Beans &c. which turn to
very good Account 3 and the Tops of the Hills are
crown’d with fundry T'rees, as the fndigo, Acacia
rupina, Barba Fovis, and a variety of rare and
beautiful Flowers.

On the 19th of Afarch we fail’d from the Har-
bour of Brayas with a fair Wind for the Cape of
Good Hope. Our Gales were brisk and favourable
for fome Time 3 but as we advanc®d to the Lize,
they flacken’d and fell away, till at length we were
in a2 manner becalm'd for feveral Days together,
and made but a very poor Reckoning..During
this calm Weather the Crew, to divert themfelves,
alted feveral Drolls, which from time to time were
receiv’d with Peals of Laughter by all their Coun-
trymen on board : And Icannat help declaring it

s
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as my Opinion, tho’ I took but little Pleafure in
’em, that however the maritime Nations of Europe
may contend for fuperiour Qualities in a Sea-Fighs,
the Dutch bear away the Laurel from all the World
in a Sea-Farce.

On the 7th of April we found our Selves direétly
under the Equator, when moft of the Ship’s Com-
pany languifh’d through the long Calm and excef-
five Heat. The Scurvy feiz’d on Numbers, and
foon after a burning Fever. Some were melancho-
ly, others raving mad: And we were oblig’d to
keep a ftrit Watch upon ’em to prevent their
‘Throwing themfelves into the Sea. But as vigilant-
ly as the Sick were watch’d and tended, one of
’em was miffing, without any One’ being able to
tell how, and never heardof after. And this was
our Calamity for allthe Month of April. We had
fometimes abundance of Lightning, with terrible
Claps of Thunder, and were often in Danger from
the Ecmephias, as the Naturalifts call it, or the
Travado-Wind, very frequent between the Tro-
picks, and of which I fhall fpeak hereafter.

A Ring feen round the Moon for 3 Nights fuc-
ceflively was taken for a triple Affurance of Wind:
And accordingly it was follow’d by ftrong viga-
rous Gales immediately after. But I muft not omit
ane Thing. Qld Sailors affirm roundly, that the
Settling of ‘a Sea-Swallow upon the Steerage-
Head isa fure Prognoftick of a Starm of Thunder

"and Lightning. Whatever Grounds there are for
this Notion, fo it happen’d, that on the gth of
April, early in the Morning, that little Bird fettled
en our Stecrage-Head 3 and ag eight the fame Mor.

. ping,
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ning, a large Flath of Lightning, follow’d by a
roaring Noife like that of the Difcharge of a Can-
non, ftartled all the Ship, The Captain, who was
at Breakfaft in his Cabbin, imagining that fome
body had prefum’d to difcharge one of the Great
"Guns, ran outin a Fury to punifh fucha Rath-
nefs, when he found his Foremaft fhatter’d by
Thunder, and three Splinters, of the Thicknefs of
an Inch, and upwards of 15 Feet in Length, car-
ried away. No Hurt was done to any one on board,
though a great Number of Men ftood about the
Maft at the very Inftant this happen’d ; nor any
other Damage to the Ship. But when we came to
confider the Risk of the Powder-Room by this
Accident, in which we had more than 30400

uintals of that dangerous Commodity, every
Man’s Heart fhrunk and trembled within him ;
and every one, I dare fay, join’d heartily in the
folemn Thankfgiving render’d immediately to
Almighty God for this happy Deliverance from fo
fignal a Peril. .

Under the Equator our Water, as® well Spring
as Rain, became extremely bad. it got a noifome
Stench, and became full of Maggots.

On the 22d 23d and 24th of 4pril we were of-
ten in Danger of running upon the Rocks, which
lie fcatter’d- for about 30 Leagues together near
the Coaft of Brafil. The Portugueze call them
Abrothos, the Latinifts Aperi Oculos; in both Lan-
guages fignifying, Open your Eyes; Look out fbarp.

" On the 1t of May we found, to our great Com-
fort, that we had pafs’d the Tropick o Capn’X{n .
E ter
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After which, advancing every Day into more tem-
perate Weather, our People, fuch as had contracted
any Sicknefs or Ailment under the Torrid Zone,
quickly recover’d. For my own Part, blefled
be God, I pafs’d the Lize in perfett Health, with-
out any Ailment whatever; only I loft my Hair
entirely, and became quite bald 5 which did not
much trouble me, fince by this Effect of the Sun
I became lefs liable to fweat, which was a Sort of
Happinefs to'me in a Climate fo hot as that I was
deftin’d to refide in.

In the Dead of the Night, between the 23d and
24th of May, we were furpris’d with the moft furi-
ous Storm we met with in all the Voyage. We
thought the Ship would have been torn to Piecess
and every one, to the oldeft and ftouteft Sailor
on board, look’d for his Fate. I was, upon the
firft Atrack, tofs’d out of my Bed with fuch Vio-
lence, that I had like to have breath’d my laft.
But, it pleas’d God, it blew over without con-
fiderable Damage to the Ship 5 and allwe had to
lament was the Lofs of our Liquors and brittle Fur-

_niture 3 Bottles, Glaffes, China and earthen Ware
being tofs’d out of their Places and broken againft
the Ship’s fides and one another in a ftrange Medley
of Ruins.

On the 5th of Fune we had' a very thick Fog,
* which was faid to be a Token of our approaching
the Cape of Good Hope 5 and accordingly on the
1oth the Cape was difcover’d, to the great Joy of all
the Ship’s Company ; and on the 11thwe arriv’d
fafe in the Harbour, having loft but 2 Men in the
whole Paflage. o
R
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On the 12th I was introduced to the Govetnout
of the Dusch Fort and Settlement,who,on the Sight
of my Recommendatory Letters, treated me ina
very friendly and affable Manner, and foon affign’d
me a commodious Abode; where, when Iwas
fettled, I immediately addrefs’d my felf to the
Work I was fent on, and with the utmoft
Care and Application,during a long Refidence, col--
letted the Materials of the prefent Hiftory.

* CHAP IL

1. Of tke firft Difcovery of the Cape of Good Hope.
II. 4 Quarrel between the Portugueze and the
Natives, in which a Vice-roy of Bralil, with many
others, is flain. 1II. The Revenge of the Por-
tugueze for this Infult. IV. The Dutch begin to
touch at the Cape. V.M. van Riebeeck, 4 Dutch

* Surgeon, obferves the Conveniences of the Cape for
the Dutch India Company. VL. He commands
the Expedition to make a Settlement there. VI His

"Treaty with the Natives and other Succeffes. VIII.A

Placard is publift’d by the Direéiors, inviting Per-
fons to go and fettle at the Cape s and great Num-
bers repair thither. 1X. The Company fends young
Women to the Cape, to be match’d with the Bat-
chelors. X. A fhort Defeription of the Countrsy.

artholomew Diaz, a Poriutgeze Admiral, ape
pears to be the firft European who difco-

ver’d the Cape of Good-Hope. This he did in the
Year 1493, in the Reign of King Fobn 1. of Por-
tugal, and gave it the Name of Capo dos totos los
Tormentos, from the boifterous Winds that are
almoft always roaring there ;3 which Name the Ii;a.me
ll]g
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King Fobn was pleas’d tochange into Capo del bu-

onne Efperango or The Cape of Good Hope, becaufe,

faid that Prince, there is now Good Hope of ma-

king profperous Voyages to' the Eaft-Indies. And

?y this Name it has been known in Europe ever.
ince.

But Disz did not land at the Cape. He only
went fo near as fo obferve its Geography, Bays
and Anchorings, with his Account of which the
King his Mafter and thé whole Kingdom of Porzu-
gal were extremely pleas’d. Yet did not the Admi-
ral Vafeo de Gama, who wentout next with the Com-
mand of the Portugueze India Fleet, though he fail’d
by the Cape, venture to go or fend a-thore there.
He contented himfelf to return home with a bare
Confirmation of the Obfervations of Disz.

Notwithftanding the Satisfa&ion the whole King-
dom of Portugal found in this Difcovery, notone of
’em landed at the Cape till the Year 1498, when
the Portugueze Admiral, Rio &’ Infante, in his Voy-
age to India, went a-thore there. But neither did
he eftablifh any Intereft for the Portugueze, nor
treat with the Natives, Allhe did was to enlarge
the Account of the Advantages the Cape might
furnith to the Trade of Portugal. :

At his Return he found Emanuel on the Throne 3
to whom reporting his Difcoveries at the Cape,
that Prince was fo well fatisfied, that he gave Or-
ders for the immediate Equipment and Departure
of another Fleet for India, with exprefs Inftructions
to the Admiral to endeavour a Settlement for Pos-
tugal at the Cape of Good Hope. This Fleet ac;pr—

ing
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dingly went out, and arriv’d at the Cape 5 but ha-
ving met with Reports that the Natives were Cani-
bals, or Men-eaters, the Courage of the Fleet was
not Proof againft them ; and all that was done on.
this Occafion was the Killing of Beafts of Chace,
and Wild Fowl, and the Taking in of frethWater,
at the Robben Ifland néar the Cape; where there is a
Cave, in which the Portugueze, employ’d oh this
Occafion, us’d to fhelter themfelves, while the
ftaid here, from tempeftuous Weather, and whic
is known by the Name of Portugal to this Day.

IL At length, Francifco & Almeida, Vice-roy of
Brafil, returning from thence with a Fleet for Por-
tugal, took his Courfe by the Cape, andanchoring
there, fent a Party on fhore to traffick for Cattle
(with which it was known by this Time the Coun-
try abounded) and try the Humour of the Natives.
Butthis Party, on whatever Jealoufy of the Hoz-
#entots, being repuls’d and driven back to the Ships,
the Vice-roy was prevail’d upon to order a fecond
Vifit with a confiderable Reinforcement , and for
the Encouragement of the Men, to put himfelf,
witheleven Captains of the Fleet, at the Head of
them. But this prov’d a very fatal one; and His
Excellency feem’d to have fome Prefages of its mi-
ferable Iffue ; for when he was got into the Long
Boat, upon this Occafion, hecried, 4b! whither
do you carry 70 Years (forfo old he was) witha
Cloud upon his Brow that feem’d to forbode the
Storm that follow’d. And the Event was, that
one of the Men refufing to give a Hottentot a Pair
of Brafs-Buckles he had on, with which the Savage
was mightily taken, the Hottentot receiv’d this Re-
fufal as an Affront, and made it the Foundation of

a
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a Quarrel, which all the Hotientots prefent efpoufing
on the Side of their Countryman, it foon became
eneral ; and the Portugueze were attack’d
with fo much Fury, that 75 of ’em were laid dead
on the Shore, among whom was the Vice-roy, who
was fhot through the Throat with a poifon’d Are
row. The Reft fled in Confufion to their Ships; and
immediately the whole Fleet weigh’d.

IIL.The Portugueze, extremely mortified at this
Difgrace, vow’d a fmart Revenge; which yet they
feem’d not to look for till 2 or 3 Years after, when
the Fleet for the Indies anchoring again at the Cape,
they found the Art of Cajoling the Hottentots s
and knowing their Fondnefs for Brafs, they carried
a large Brafs-Cannon a-fhore, under Pretence of
making thema Prefent of it. This Piece of Ar-
tillery they had loaden’d with a Number of heavy
Balls, & faften’d to the Mouth of it two longRopes.
The Hottentots , ravifh’d to receive fuch a Weight
of their ador’d Metal, and jealous of no Defign,
laid bold of the two Ropes in great Numbers, as
they were directed, in order to drag it along ; and
a great Body of’em being extended in Two Files
all the Length of the Ropes, and itanding, Cheek .
by Joll, full in the Range of the Shot, the Cannon
was fuddenly difcharg’d, and a terrible Slaughter
made of ’em. Such as had efcap’d the Snot, fled
up into the Country in the wildeft Confternation,’
and left the Portagyeze to reimbark at their Lei-
fure. And from that Day to this, it feems, they
have dreaded both the Touch and the Sight of 2
Fire-arm.

IV, After this it does not appear,that any Europeans
B - vifited
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vifited the Cape till the Year 1600, when the Ships
belonging to the Duich Company of Merchants
Adventurers, then known by the Name of Zhe
far Trading Company, fince by that of the Egft-In-
dia Company, began to touch there.

This Company, which has ever been diftin-
guifh’d by a fuperiour Genius for Trade and Navi-
gation, had not been long erefted before the Cape
was found of great Convenience to it. However,
the Dutch did not immediately fee all its ‘Advanta-
ges. For many Years they only touch’d there,
in their Voyages toand from India, to traffick for
Provifions. For this Purpofe they went from time
to time in Bodies up into the Country, and having
thrown ‘up a little Fort near the Harbour, the
Ruins of which ftill remain,they there fecur’d them-
felvesand their Purchafes in the Night-time, till
they had fhipp’d *em.

They made, indeed, another Ufe of the Cape,
while Things went only in this Way ; and it was
a notable Contrivance. Every Commander, go-
ing out, was provided with a Square Stone, upon
which,at his Departure from the Cape, he caus’d the
Ship’s Name, his own Name, and the Names of
the principal Officers to be fairly cut, together
with the Day he arriv’d there, and the Day he
departed. This Stone, with fuch Infcriptions, was
buried in a certain Place without the Fort, and un-
der it was put a Tin-Box feal’d up, containing
Letters from the Captain and others to the Diretors
of the Company, together with fuch other Let-
ters as any Perfons on board thould think fit
to fend to Europe. This Stone and Box were taken

wp
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up by the next Dutch Eaft-India Ship that pafs’d
by the Cape in her Return, and by her convey’d
to Holland. And whoever confiders the Situation of
- the Cape, asa Sort of Half Way-Houfe in the India
Voyages, and the Satisfactions the Company by
this Means receiv’d from time to time concer-
ning the Fortune and Condition of their Ships,
wil? own it an excellent Contrivance.

V.-After this Manner, & this only,the Duzchufed
the Cape till the Year 1650, when their Jndia Fleet
anchoring before it for the ufual Purpofes, Mr. Vaz
Riebeeck,a Surgeon belonging to it, had the Penetra-
tion to difcern the ftill greater Advantages which the
Company might reap from the Cgpe by the Means
of a very lictle Cultivation. He faw the Coun
try was plentifully ftock’d with Cattle ; that the
Soil was rich and capable of generous Productions;
that the Natives were tractable, and the Harbour
commodious and improveable. He faw to what a
Degree the Dutch India Trade might be fecured
and facilitated by Means of the Cape. In fhort, he
faw that it was highly advifeable for the Ducs to
make a Settlement there. He digefted his Obfer-
vations, and, on his Return to Holland, laid them
before the Directors of the/ndiaCompany;who were
fo well fatisfied therewith, that immediately after,

- in a grand Confultation on the fame, they came to
a Refolution to attempt a Settlement at the Cape
without Lofs of Time.

VI. Accordingly Four Ships were immediately
order’d out for the Cape, withall the Materials, In-
ftruments, Artificers and other Hands neceffary in
fuch an Expedition. ‘The Surgeon, Pan Riebeeck,

* was appointed Admirali3 with a Commiffion, ﬁp

' 2 . 13
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his Arrival, to aét as_Governour and Commander
in Chief in the intended Settlement, and with Pow-
er to treat, manage and act for the Introduction
and Eftablithment of the Du#ch in fuch Manner as
he fhould think fit, )

VIL.Van Ricbeeck arriving fafely with thefe 4 Ships
at the Cape, the Natives were fo captivated with
the Prefents he brought *em of Brafs-Toys, Beads,
Tobacco, Brandy &c. and fo charm’d with his
own Addrefs and Good Humour, that a Treaty
was foon fet on Foot, and almoft as foon conclu-
ded, wherein it was agreed, that in Confideration
of fuch a Quantity of certain Toys and Commodi-
ties to be deliver’d to the Natives as might coft
50,000 Guilders, the Duzch fhould have full Liber-
ty to fettle there. This was immediately perform’d;
and immediately the Dutch took Pofiefion of the
Cape, which with a great deal of Ceremony
was deliver’d up to’em. The Traffick of the Duzch
with the Natives was likewife, by the fame T'reaty,
eftablifh’d on a good and folid Foundation, with
many new beneficial Privileges and Regulations
for the former.

Next, the Governour, Vanr Ricbeeck, rais’d a
fquare Fort, in which he built Dwelling-Houfes,
‘Ware-Houfes, and an Hofpital for the Reception
of the Sick; and to which he added proper Out-
works to fecure himfelf againft any Attacks from
the Europeans.

VIIL. His Excellency likewife having provided
himfelf in Europe with fuch Plants and Seeds as
ke judg’d would be proper at the Cape & he could

conve-
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conveniently carry with him,fet and fow’d the fame
in a Piece of Ground he chofe at the Diftance of
two Leagues up in the Country, partly a Hillard
partly aVale, dividing the Ground into ‘a Vineyard,
a Fruit- a Flower- and a Kitchen-Garden. Every
Thing profper’d fo well, and he reap’d in due Sea-
fon the Fruits of his Labours in fuch Plenty, that
the Company being inform’d of this Succefs, and
of the happy Progrefs he had made in other
Matters, publith’d a Placard, offering to eve-
1y Man, who would go and fettle at the Cape, 60
Acres of Land,. to pafs in Inheritance to his Pofte-
rity, provided that every one, in the Space of
three Yearsafter taking Poffeflion of his Allotment,
thould have {o far improv’d the fame, as not only
to maintain himfelf out of it, if he thould haveno
other Means of fubfifting,but likewife to contribute
from time to timeata certain Rate to the Mainte-
nance of the Garrifon: And leaving every one at
Liberty, who fhould not chufe to centinue upon
the Settlement at the End of thefe Three Years, to
fell or make over his Allotment, andgo where he
pleas’d.

Thefe Conditions werefo acceptable to People,
that they embark’d from time to time, as the
Ships went out, in Numbers for the Cape ; and
the Settlement, by this Means, foon began to
make a confiderable Figure. Such as could not
furnith themfelves, the Company furnifh’d ypen
Credit, with Cattle, Grain, Ploughs, Tools and
Utenfils, and what was neceffary for their Subfif-
tenceand the Tillage of the Ground, till fuch Time
as they had reap’d the Fruits of their Labours, and
could provide themfelves.

B3 But
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IX.Butall thisTime anEvil was growing upon’em,
againft which they had made no Provifion. Ezrope-
an Women were very fcarce among ’ems3 and
what they had were Wives, who had tranfporteq
themfelves with their Husbands; while the Settle-
ment fwarm’d with. young Fellows who wanted
the Comforts of Marriage. They were fettled each
upon his Farm, and in a way of Thriving. They
therefore wantedWomen as much for the Sake of
Iffue and domeftick Help as for fenfual Gratificati-
ons. But they had no Inclination to meddle with
the Hozstentot-Women. .

An Account of this Grievance being difpatch’d
to Amflerdam, the Directors of the India Company
applied for Redrefs to the States’ General, and
obtain’d of their High Mightineffes a Permiffion
to tranfport to the Cape fuch young Women from
the Charitable Foundations and Orphans Houfes as
were willing to go thither.  Accordingly a fine
Troop of young Females were quickly levied for
the Voyage ; who arriving fafely at the Cape, were
by the Governour, to whofe Care they had been
commended, beftow’d upon fuch as wanted Wives,
with all the Indulgence and Regard that could be
fhewn to their feveral Fancies and Inclinations on
fuch an Occafion,

Thefe laft Meafures were attended with very
happy Confequences. The Settlement being firm-
ly eftablifh’d, and all in Tranquility and Good
Humour, they encreas’d and multiplied to fuch a
Degree, that in a few Years, being flill join’d
by new Settlers from Europe, they began to ex-
tend themfelves in new Colonies along the Coaft.

They
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They are now divided into Four principal Ones.
The Firft is at the Cape, where are the Grand Forts,
and the Capital City, calP’d alfo the Cape;in which,
and about it, are many genteel Buildings, with all
Sorts of Accommodations : The Second is the Hel-

lenbogifb 5 the Third, the Drakenfion ; and the
Fourth, the #averifb Colony. The Company has
likewife bought, for a future Increafe of People,
allthat Tract of Land, call’d Tesra du Natal, ly-
ing between Mofambique and the Cape; for which
they paidin Toys, éommodities and Utenfils to
the Value of 30,000Guilders.So that the Pravince is
now become of great Extent, and the Government
a very confiderable Thing.

X. The Country about the Cape is for the moft
Part full of Ro::zs and Mountains, which, for a
long Time after the Difcovery, beingonly view’d
at a Diftance , were look’d on and reported as
barren. But the Truthis, their fpacious Tops are
cover’d with rich Meadow, every where enamel’d
with various Flowers of uncommon Beauty and
Fragrancy, and abounding with delicious Springs,
running in a Variety of Streams into the Valleys,

Thefe Mountains in clear Weather are feen at
the Diftance of 15 Leagues at Sea.

On the Skirts of ’em, and here and there be-
tween ’em, are Groves of Trees, affording excel-
lent Wood for the Turnerand Joiner.

The Plains and Valleys are all lovely Meadow-
I.ands, where Nature appears in fuch a Profufion
of Charms as to ravifh the Eye that behalds her.

B4 They
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They every where fmile 5, are every where adorn’d
with beautiful Trees, Plants and Flowers, fome of
them of fo fingular and fo attractive a Shape and
Beauty, and all of them fo fragrant, that they fill
the Eye with incredible Delight, and the Air with
the fweeteft Odours. Among thefe are the .Ale,
and other curious medical Trees, with Herbs of
medical Qualities in Abundance.

The Soil is rich, and capable of every kind of
Culture. It bears every Sort of Grain, the Vine
and every Kind of Fruit-Tree. Not a Root of
Thoufands that have been tranfplanted thither from
Europe, has f2il’d through any Difagreement with
the Ground.

The Country abounds with Salt, produc’d by
the Heat of the Sun on Rain-Water. And up
and down are feveral natural Hot Baths, of aMine-
ral Water, which has been found of excellent Ufe
for the Recovery of Health in a great many Cafes.

But the Region about the Cape is fubjett to boi-
fterous Winds: And thefe blow generally from the
South-Eaft and North-Weft, and have certain Sea-
fons for reigning in one and the other Quarter.
Wolile the Sunis in the Soxtbern Signs, they hold
in the South-Eaft 5 while in the Northern Signs, in
the North-WWeft. In the South-Eaft they are trou-
blefome and dangerous to the Ships coming in; in
the North Weft, to the Ships at Anchor: And
frequently blowing a Hurricane, they not only
endanger the Shipping, but tear and fhatter the
whole Country, doing incredible Damage to the
Corn on the Ground and the Fruiton dgle Tr;cs.

ct
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“Yet, on the other Hand, are thefe rude Winds of
excellent Ufe. Purging the Air, and keeping it, as
they do almoft continually, in a very brisk Agi-
tation, they contribute not a little to the Health
of the Inhabitants, who, when thefe Winds lie ftill
for a Week or Ten Days together, complain in
Numbers of the Head-Ach and other Diftempers,
which vanifh when they blow again.

CHAP. IIL

L Of the irue Name of the Natives about the Cape
of Gaod Hope. IL. Of Their Origin. I1I. Of Their
Language.

L E W Hiftories have been handed into the
‘World with fo much Falthood and Im-
perfection as the Accounts we have hitherto had of
the People about the Cape of Good Hope. TheVanity
of Travellers, the Proftitution of mercenary Pens,
and the Credulity of Mankind were hardly ever
more manifet than inthe Relations that have hi-
therto prevail’d concerning *em. The Authors we
have upon the Hottentots not only differ widely in
the moft effential Points of Hiftory, but hardly have
the good Luck to hit upon the Truth inany oneAr-
ticle 5 and, in particular, have err’d egregioufly in
deriving and afligning their true Name. To enu-
merate the different Appellations thathave been
iven them by different Writers, with their feveral
%{eafons, would be equally tedious and unprofitable.
I thall only fet down the Opinions of two or three
of the moit confiderable.

Father Tachart, a mighty Traveller, underta-
king in his Defcription of the Kingdom of Siam,
to
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to give fome Account of the Hottentots, fays, the
Name of Hottentot does by no means belong to *em
any otherwife than asa Nsi'ck-Namc given them by
the Europeans ; probably, fays he, on the Score of
their generally making Ufe of that Word when
they meet with Strangers.

'The Sieur Merklin likewife declares it to be a
Nick-name, in his Account of his Voyage to the
Eaft-Indies, where he fays, the Hollanders aflign’d
the People of the Cape of Good Hope the Name of
Hottentot from their ufing that Word in their
Dancings and mirthful Affemblies more frequent-
ly than any other.

Dapper likewife fays it isa Nick-name, but that
it was given them on Account of their Stammering,.
Arnold too affirms it to be a Nick-name, but ac-
counts for it from their finging HoitentottumBrocqua,
whereby, fays he, they exprefs their earneft  De-
fire for Dutch Bread, whereof they are great Lo-
ét:rs,I and for which they often exchange their

attle.

With regard to Father Tachart, I could never
learn at the Cape of Good Hope, that the People
accafted Strangers with the Word Hottentot. 1 al-
ways found, that in accofting an European they
us’d the Words Mutfche Atzei. e. I falute you, Sir =
And the People far up the Country, on the Ap-
pearance of Stranges, are us’d to fay in Dutch,
wat Volk, 1. e. What People ?

And for AMerklin and Armold, they are very
wide of the Matter * Tis true, the Natives ofc the
gpe
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Cipe do ufe the Words Hotteniottum Brocqua very
frequently in their Merriments; but Hoztentot is not
a Nick-name deduc’d from this Cuftom, accordin

to thefe Authors; nor is the Meaning of the Words
Hottentottum Brocqua fuch as Armold has afign’d
. them. The Origin of this Phrafe, and of the Cuf-
tom of finging and pronouncing it frequently in
+ their mirthful Affemblies, was this: The Chaplain
of a Dutch Ship fent a Hostentor upon an Er-
rand, and promis’d, if the Hosttentot thould dif-
charge ‘it well, toreward him with a huge Piece
of Dutch Bread, or a certain erJantity of To-
bacco. The Hottentot having duly executed his
Commiffion, demanded of the Chaplain the Per-
formance of his Promife ; but he, it feems, had fo
little Conftience, that. he utterly refuf’d to give
him any Satisfaction. The poor Fellow communica-
ting this Abufeto his Countrymen,among whom,
ignorant and wretched as they are, all Improbity is
abhorr’d, they inftantly, in Deteftation and Derifi-
on of the Chaplain, compos’d, after their Manner,
a Song on him, in which the Words' Hottentottum
Brocqua, fignifying, Give the Hottentot bis Hire,
are often repeated. This Song quickly obtain’d all
over the Country, where every’ one was made ac-
quainted with the Chaplain’s Knavery; to perpetu-
ate theMemory of which, and to caution oneanother
againft the Wiles and Circumventions of Strangers,
this Song was fung when any Strangers came with-
iln; Sight or Hearing of them , asit is oftenat this

ay. '

“This Relation I had from fome of the moft intel-
ligent Hottentots, with whom I convers’d intimately
for many Years, and likewife from feveral ancient

‘ and
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and difcreet Hollanders,who had been long acquain-
ted. with Perfons and T hings in the feveral Hotten-
2ot Nations,

Authors then are in the Wrong, who deliver
the Appellation of Hottentot only as a Nick-name
of the Peopleabout the-Cape of Good Hope. It is,
as far as can poffibly be enquired, their original na-
tional Name, by which they have always call’d
and diftinguifh’d themfelves. ~All the Hollanders at
the Cape believe it to befo: The Hottentot Nati.
ons know of no other Name ; and if they had had
any other before the Arrival of Ewuropeans among
them, it were hardly poflible it fhould have entirely
vanifh’d in fofhort a Space of Time, and not have
remain’d fomewhere in {o vaft an Extent of Coun-
try. ’

Some confound the Hoitentots with the Caffres or
Keffres, and call them by that Name. But the
Caffres, who inhabit the Monomotapa, tho’ en-
compafs’d in a Manner by the Hoitentot Nations,
are a very different kind of People. Thefe Nations
refemble one another indeed in their Hair, large
Lips and flat Nofes. But the Flatnefs of the No-
fes of the Hottentots is not natural to *em. Befides,
the People properly call’d Caffres are black ; and
their Faces fhine in fuch a Manner as frequently to
dazzle the Eyes of Beholders 3 whereas the Hosten-
tots are of a dingy olive Colour. They differ again
in their Way of Living, and in fo many other
Particulars, that this Confounding of the two Na-
tions could only be owing to a great Ignorance
of both. Hubner indeed diftinguithes between the
Caffres and the Hottentots in many Particulars, but

is
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is fo often wrong in his Accourts of thelaft, thathe
is not to be confider’d on the Subjeét.

II. The Opinions of Writers concerning the QOri-
~n of the Houttentot Nations are as various and
.« ‘onant as the Methods they have taken to account
.t the Name of ’em; and, indeed , ’tis 2 difficult
Matter to fettle it. Nor am I my felf, after all
1y Refearches, able with any Certainty to point it
out. AllI can undertake in the Matter, istodo it
with more Probability than others have done ; or,
at leaft, to furnith out more Lights and better Ma-
terials for fuch an Enquiry.
3
When Records are wanting, and Tradition is
%rowna blind Matter, concerning the Origin of a
eople, all thatcan be done in it, is to compare
that Tradition, together with their Cuftomsand In-
ftitutions, with the Hiftories, Inftitutions and Cuf-
toms of other Nations, and to fix it, if Nothing fhall
hinder, where the Parity moft appears. This being
the Cafe with the Hoitentots, who have neither Re-
cord nor Writing nor Notion of either, I fhall firft
fet down their Traditions and then purfue their Cuf-
toms into other Nations, -

The Hottentots fay, their Firft Parents came into
their Country through 2 Window or Door-Paffage
(the Word for both in the Hottentot-Tongue being
the fame) That the Name of the Man was NG,
and ofthe Woman Hingnoh : That they were fent
into their Country by God himfelf, whom they call
Tikquoa: And that they taught their Defcendants
to keep Cattle, and to do a great many other

‘Things.
" This
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This Tradition, which prevails and is carefully
kept up in all the Hotzentot Nations, looks extreme-
1y like a Fragment of the Story of Nozh who furviv’d
the Flood, and who defcended by a Window or
Door from the Ark in which he had furmounted it.
And I know not whether at the Bottom of the Ac-
count it will not be illuftrated into all the Authority
of fuch a Remain.

In their Cuftoms and Inftitutions they cannot
be faid to refemble any People befides the Fews and
the Old Troglodytes. They refemble the Fews in
their Offerings, the Regulation of their Chicf Fefti-
vals by the Ney and Full Moon, and in their With-
drawing at certain Times from their Wives. They
agree with that People in abftaining from certain
Sorts of Food; in particular, Swine’s Flefh, which
hardly any of *em will tafte. At a certain Age
they undergo a Sort of Circumcifion. And Women
are excluded the Secret and Management of certain
Affairsmuch as they are among the Fews. And
in feveral other Cuftoms do the Hottentots agree
with that People, But as they have no Memory
of the Children of Ifracl, of Myfes, or the Law,
Things of which, had they deriv’d their Origin or
thefe Cuftoms from any of the Tribes, fome Tra-
ces, in the higheft Probability, had remain’d, it
cannet be thought, on any good Grounds, that they
deduce either their Origin or thefe Cuftoms from
Them. A far greater Probability lies on the Side
of the Troglodytes, the Defcendants of Abrabam by
his Wife Chetyra, who not only obferv’d all or
‘moft of the Cuftoms in which the Hottentots agres
with the Fews , but likewife feveral others, ob-
ferv’d by the Hottentors at this Day. As 1.

. . They
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1.*¥They gave their Children the Names of favourite
Beafts, as of an Ox a Sheep &c. as do the Hos-
dentois. * 2. They tied their old People, unable to
fupport themfelves (each Family its own) to Stakes,
in little Huts erected for the Purpofe; and allow’d
them a fmall Suftenance till they died: And this
do the Hottentots * 3. Their manner of Huntin[g
was the fame : And as they excell’d in Swiftnefs, fo
do the Hottentots. 4. * Their Funeral Ceremonies
were fuch as are obferv’d by the Hoszentois.

Thefe Cuftoms, in which the Hostzentots agree
with both Fews and Troglodytes, being, ’tis pretty
certain, all or moft of ’em as eld as the Time of
Abrabam, which was but 300 Years after the
Flood, refer their Tradition fo clearly to Noabh,
as to put the Matter almoft out of Doubt. But
then how comes it to pafs, if the Hottentots ‘are def-
cended of the Old T7oglodytes, that they have re-
tain’d a Tradition of Noab, and not preferv’d a-
long with it fome Memory of Abrabam, fo emi-
nent in his Day, or of the Story and Country of
the Troglodytes their Anceftors, of whom they know
Nothing ? Upon 'the whole, their Cuftoms refer-
ring their Tradition fo clearly to Noab, if they
* are not defcended of the Troglodytes, Hiftory will
help us no farther ; and we have Room to fup-
pole (as ftrange as it may feem ) that they have
remain’d were they are ever fince the Deluge.

IILTheir Language is certainly a Compofition of

* Diod. Sic. and Bobem.
tha



32 The Prefent State of

the ftrangeft Sounds that ever were utter’d by any
People. Some will have it, that ’tis eafily ac~
quird by Strangers in all fits Compafs: Others,
that it can never beacquir’d by a Stranger. Some
look upon it as the Difgrace of Speech ; others
deny it the Name, as having Nothing of Sound or
Articulation that is peculiar to Man init, but re-
fembling, fay they, the Noife of irritated Turkey-
cocks the Chattering of Magpies and the Hooting of
Owls. And Dapper in particular fays,’tis difagrea-
ble to anEuropean to hear it, much more to learn it.

It may, indeed, I think, be pretty juftly con-
{ider’d asa Monfter among Languages, and fuch
a One likewife as is not to be conquer’d but by the
Struggles of Youth, or with the greateft Difficulty
afterwards. For my own Part, tho’ I refided ma-
ny Years among them, and in all that Time did
my utmoft to acquire it, I could never roundly
fucceed in the Matter . Nor could I find any in all
the Settlement who could fpeak it tolerably but
fuch as were eithet born among them, or arrived
there very young. One Word often fignifies feve-
ral Things, of which many of ’em are entirely ig-
norant 3 and the Pronunciation depends upon fuch
Collifions or Clathings of the Tongue againft the
Palate, and upon fuc]% ftrange Vibrations and In-
flections of that Member, as a Stranger cannot eafi-
ly imitate, and neither they themfelves nor hardly
any elfe can defcribe. Hence itis, that they are
look’d upon as whole Nations of Stammerers.
On the other Hand, the Hottentots are equally
embarrafs’d in the Pronunciation of other Langua-
ges. They are eafily taught to wnderfland either
Dutch or French, as many of ’em actually do;
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But the unaccountable Motions and Poftures of the
Tongue to which their .own Language fubjeéts
them, renders them, for the moft Part, hardly in-
telligible when they come to fpeak any other.

'The Generality of Words or Sounds in the Ho-
tentot Tongue, yielding to no Form of Writing
or Pronuncidtion known in Eyrope, °tis next to im-
pofiible to * deliver any Thing of it from the Prefs
that can merit the Name of a Specimen. But for
the Entertainment of my Reader, who will perd
haps be glad to fee Something of it offer’d ‘to his
Curiofity, I fhall exhibit Part of a Lift of fuch
Words or Sounds as have been found the moft pli-
ant to the Pen. The whole Lift was firft pub-
lith’d by Funckeras, in his Comment upon the Life
and Writings of Ludolf 3 to whom, as to a learned
and curious Man, it was prefented by One who
had been at the Cape. But it has a great many
Faults. The Words I have colle@ted from it are
here amended : And Marks are fet over fuch Syl-
lables as require the Clathings of the Tongue I
have mention’d. :

A Colleftion of Hottentot Words,

with their Interpretation.

Chayng A Lamb.

Ducatire A Duck.

Kgou A Goofe.

Kamma ‘Water & other Liquids.
Bzf:ng?baa' f zz} Trees.

Quaiba An Afs.

Knonm To hear.

C : The
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Qu * Arahi
Hek" ko

O;d I. Ouneg‘;tﬁ

Ounwie
Quiencha
Houtéo
Likbange
Eikg“uﬂm
Kgugueg{m
Pkamma
Q'z;ab
Kouquil
Quat
Anthurs .
K, £oy6‘5
Kou
7’,‘]{’91103’
Cham ouna
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The Ears.

A Bird, call’d Knorhan,
A Pheafant.

A Stick, or Staff,

A Whale, or North-
The Beard.  (Caper.
Beafts in General,

To drink.

A Fowling-Piece.

An Ox.

A wild Ox.

An Ox of Burthen.
The Arms.

Butter. |

To fall.

A Sea Dog.

A Dog.

The Head.

A Captgin.

A Stag.

The Neck.

. A Pidgeon.

The Heart.

To Morrow.

A Buck, or Doe.
A Tooth.

God.

The Dewil
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-‘2, onma
Hafgua
Choais
Koukurs
Kot
KZ”Imo
K:ukekerey '
Tikd

Ta qua
Koet_/' ire
Tbaukm
’tkoume
Kaamgzm
Gbaudze
chau
Gona

Gm
Tk * anoklon

Choakamma ,
Kuanehou wvel tkenbouw
Camkamma -

Mu

Quaouw

ﬂ'gaaﬁu‘w, L Kg'uuﬂbmo/
Thouw, 1. Chi- kbouw
tkad

Chomma

Toya
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A Houfe.
A Horfe.
A Cat.
Iron.

A Son,
A Stream,
A Hen,
Grafs.

1 A Wolf.

A Word of Scandal,
A dark Night.
Rice.

The Mouth.

A Sheep.

A Peacock.

A Boy.

1A Girl.
Gun-Powder.

A Baboon.
A Star,

The Earth.
An Eye.
Thunder.

A Tyger.

A Sea-Cow, .
A Valley.
The Belly.
The Wind,
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In Numbering they count no higher than Ten,
er have no more Terms than will reckon from an
Unit to Ten. In reckoning their Cattle, and in other
Computations, when they come to Zen they return
to an Unit, and coeunt to Ze» again ; and coming a
tenth Time to Ten, they pronounce the Term
twice, as Ten Ten, or Ten times Ten, for a Hun-
dred. They then begin anew for a fecond Ten Tens
and coming toa Tenth, they pronounce the Term
thrice, as Ten Ten Ten, or Ten times Ten Ten, for
a Thoufand, and fo on. ‘The Hottentot Words for
the Numbers up to 7ez are :

Q'kui One, K’kam'Two, K’ounaThree, HakkaFour,
K& o Five, Nanni Six, Honko Seven, Kby/fi Eight,
Kbeffi Nine, Gyfi Ten,

CHAP. IV,
A Genéral Chara&ter and Defcription
of the HOTTENTOTS.

1. The Exceffes of Authors om this Point. II. The
Houtentots learn the Languages of Europe. IIL
They excell in Agriculture. IV. They make excellent
Servants. V. Cbharatter of a Hottentot call'd
Claas. VI. His Story. VII. The Hottentots are
the lazieft People in the World. VIII. And the
JSilthiet in their Diet. 1X. et they Bve lang; and
bave few Diftempers among them. X. They befmear
their Bodies all over with Fat. X1. They abbor
the Fat of Fifb. XII. Reafons why they thus be-
daub themfelves. X111, The general Shape, Sta-
ture and Features of the Hottentots.

L Uthors are to be blam’d for their Wanton-

nefs and Precipitation in the Characters
they have drawn of the Hottentots, whofe Minds
. and
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and Manners, tho® wretched enough, are not fo
wretched as they have made ’em. If thefe Charac-
ters were not written in the Genius of the Drama,
rather to excite Terror or Laughter than to givea
true Hiftory of Things, they muft be the Effect of
that wanton Malice which aggravates every Thing,
or of that Vanity. which puts People upon giving
the Characters of others before they know ’em. It
has been publifh’d in feveral Languages, and is,
I believe, at this day generally apprehended
throughout Euxope, thatthe Hottentots are fo bru-
tal a People as to be, in a Manner, incapable of Re-
.flection : That they have no Senfe of God or Reli-
gion; nor any Notion of Order or Oeconomy :
That they are Nations of Savages, with hardly fo
much asa Tincture of Reafon or Humanity. Thefe
are Excefles of the Imagination, which have madea
very wretched People more wretched in Europe
than they are at home : For the Hottentots are .by
no means fo ftupid and fenfelefs as thefe Things a-
mount to. That they have fome Senfe of God and
Religion, appears already from what I have faid in
the Jaft Chapter of their Traditions and Cuftoms,
and will appear more fully in another Place : And
that they are not fo ftupid, irrational and inhu-
man , as they have been reprefented among us,
I have Evidence enough.

IL T have known many of them, who under-
ftood Dutch, French and Portugueze ta a De-
gree of Perfection ; and, allowing for Defelts in
Pronunciation , which I have already accoune
ted for, exprefs'd themfelves roundly in thofe
Languages.  And One Iknew who had gain’d the
Engliflo and Portugueze in a very little Time; and

C having
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having conquer’d the Habits of Pronunciation he
had contraéted from his native Language, was faid,
by good Judges, to underftand and fpeak *em with
a furprifing Readinefs and Propriety.

III. In Agriculture they excell all the Ewro-
peans who refide among ’em, who often call upon
’em for Advice in the Management of their Lands.
And in many other Artsand Cuftoms, asI fhall
fhew in their proper Places, thefe People difcover
good Marks of Capacity and Difcernment, could
they but be perfuaded to make a right Ufe of *em.

IV.They make excellent Servants, and perhaps the
faithfu]lelz' in the World. And the Exropeans at the
Cape, who entertain a great Number of ’em, are fo
fond of ’em in this Capacity, that they are loth to
part with ’em. With regard to their Fidelity,
tho’ Cutlery-Ware, Wine, Brandy and Tobacco
are Things they infinitely love, and for which they
will at any Time barter the moft valuable Things
they have, they will neither themfelves diminifh,
nor fuffer any one elfe to diminith, the leaft Drop
or Particle of thefe Commodities when committed
to their Truft. It is furpriling to fee the Care and
Fidelity, with which they acquit themfelves on
fuch Occafions. And with regard to Capacity,
they are often employ’d by the Europeans in
Matters that require no finall One, and generally
acquit themfelves very handfomely. A Hottentot,
whofe Name was Claas, was a Man of fuch Inte-
grity and Difcernment, that he was often entrufted
by the late Governour of the Cape, M. Van der Siclt

. with large Quantities of Wine, Brandy, Rice
and other Commodities, and employ’d to trdcl} the

ame
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fame for Cattle among the Hostentos Nations at. a
great Diftance from the Cape, attended by a Guard
of Two arm’d Men of the Governour’s own People.
He executed his Commiffions with Addrefs and
Reputation, and generally return’d the Governour
much more and much finer Cattle than thé Commo-
dities he carried out could be judg’d to be worth.
To thefe Qualities he join’d the greateft Humanity
and Good Nature ; and, notwithftanding the Igno-
rance in which he was born, and in which, with
refpe® to Religion, he always liv’d, was a Man
of excellent Morals, and who had perhaps as much
Charity and Benevolence for Mankind as the beit
ofusall. Many an European in Diftrefs has been
reliev’d by that generous good natur’d Creature,
who, by Means of a handfome Stock of Cattle,
Goods 1n which the Wealth of the Hostentots chiefly
confifts, was very well able todo it. -

And here I cannot help digreffing upon the Stor
of this Man, in which there are Things fovery aty-
fe@ing, that, far from doubting of the Reader’s
Pardon, I queftion whether, when he knows it, he
will think he could have forgiven me the Suppref-
fion of a Matter that warms the Breaft with fuch a
Mixture of Indignation and Pity.

Claass was defcended of a wealthy Hottentot Fami-
ly; that is to fay, a Family rich in Cattle. His Fa-
ther had given him a very handfome Stock, which,
by Care and good Management, encreas’d in his
Hands very confiderably. His ordinary Refidence
was at a.good Diftance from the Cape, where for
fome” Time he liv’d very happily with his Wife,
whom the Hostentots look’d upon as a very great

C 4 Beau-
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Beauty. His Happinefs in this Woman, who lov’d
him tenderly, was the Envy of all his Nation, and
particularly of the King or Captain of it, a Tyrant,
who not being able to fhake her Conftancy by Ar-
tifice and Entreaty, took her away by Force.
There being no Relief for Claas againit {fo power-
ful a Ravifher, the Dufch never intermeddling in

rivate Quarrels among the Natives, he bore his
R/Iisfortunc like a wife Man, fupprefs’d his Grief,
and troubled no One with it. But hisWife gave full
Play to her Refentment ; and equally regardlefs of
Threats and Flatteries, fill’d the Air with Cries,
and deafen’d the Tyrant with continual Reproa-
ches. He fhut her up, and again plied every Art
he was Mafter of to quench her Paffion for her
Husband, and cool her to an Acquiefcence with his
own Love ; but finding them all ineffectual, and
judging they would ever be fo while Clszas was li-
ving, he refolv’d upon his Deftruction.

" Claas had cherifh’d the Dutch, and contributed
to their Eftablithment at the Cape, in a very ex-
traordinary Manner. His Zeal for their Service
and Security had procur’d him many Enemies a-
mong his Countrymen. He had likewife, by this
Time, with the greateft Fidelity and A pplaufe, dif
charg’d feveral Commiffions from the Governour
for the Exchange of Rice, Wine, Brandy &c. in
the Zlottentot Nations for Cattle. And the Fame of
his Services, and of his Integrity and Addrefs in Ne-
gotiations with his Countrymen,had reach’d the City
of Amfterdam. He perform’d every Thing for the
Governour without any Stipulation for his Trou-
ble; and was always contented with what his Ex-
cellency was pleas’d to give him, But this Aflidui-

ty
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ty, Care and Fidelity of Clsas rais’d him many E-
nemies among His Excellency’s People. Many of
*em had been entrufted and employ’d to traffick
with the Hostentot Nations in the like Manner 3
but none of ’em’ returning with Cattle that bore
any Proportion, either in Number or Value, with
his, the Governour had laid them afide, and com-
mitted the wholeBufinefs to Clzas, who had now ma-
nag’d it for a confiderableTime with the higheft Re-
putation.

It feems, the Governour’s People, who had been
thus employ’d, had us’d not only to embezzle and
confume the Liquors deliver’d them to trade with,
but likewife to keep back, from Time to Time,
fome of the Cattle exchang’d againft the Governour’s
Commodities, as purchas’d with their own. This
.Roguery, which was not fufpected by the Gover-
nour, having adminifter’d plentifully to their Lux-
ury, and put their Fortunes in a flourithing Way,
they could not- leave fo delicious a Road without
taking up a mortal Hatred to the Man whofe Me-
rit had thruft them out of it. Accordingly they
confpir’d his Deftruction; and knowing how ear-
neftly it was fought by the Hostentot Chief before
mention’d, they made him of the Confpiracy. It
was refolv’d, that this Chief fhould give Informa-
tion, that Claas was caballing among the Hottentot
Nations to raife an Infurretion againft the Duzch,
in order to root them out of the Country; and that
he had offer’d to put himfelf at the head of it. And
Claas’s Father, who was lately dead, having left him
fo large an Eftate in Cattle, that he was now look’d
upon as one of the richeft Hozzentots in the Country,
it was farther refolv’d, that this Ravither fhould
accufe Claas to the Governaur, of Embczzeli}gg his

xcel-
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Excellency’s Commodities, and defrauding him
from Time to Time of a great Number of Cattle;
and alledge, that it was chiefly by means of fuch
Roguery that he was grown fo rich.

Information being accordingly given, in all the
Extent of thefe Refolutions, the Governour, who
had declar’d himfelf a thoufand Times fatisfied of
the Creature’s Fidelity and Affection to him and
the Settlement, either not fufpecting the Trick, or
longing, upon heating of his great Herds of Cattle,
for the Hecatombs which would fall to himfelf by
Claas’s Conviction, order’d out the Enfign of the
Garrifon, who was the Arch-Confpirator, with a
Party of Soldiers to feize and bring Claas before
him. The honeft Creature was then at the Village
where he made his ordinary Refidence 5 where the
Enfign and his Party arriving early in the Mor-
ning, before Claas or any of the Inhabitants were
ftirring , this Commanding Officer had the Wick-
ednefs to flank the Place, and bid the People Good
Morrow with a Volley of Shot into the Cottages,
before they had any Notice of his Arrival. Claas
fallied out upon the Alarm; and difcovering and
kmowing the Aflailants, he addrefs’d himfelf in
Dutch, which he fpoke readily, tothe Enfign, and
demanded the Meaning of fuch-an Infult upon the
Village. The Enfign reply’d, they were come to
feize and carry him before the Governour to an-
fwer to a Charge of Confpiracy againft the Dusch :
And calling upon him to furrender, Claas return’d,
<< I confpire againft the Duich, Sir! 1, who have
« %iven fo many Proofs of my Zeal and Affection
¢ for ’em ! I, who have ferv’d them fo long and
¢ {o faithfully. ** The Enfign replying, that it was

not
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not his Bufinefs to expoftulate with him, and that
if he did not furrender himfelf immediately he
would fire upon him : ¢¢ And is it a Truth then,
replied Claas, <¢ that there is fuch a Charge againft
¢ me? But pray have Patience with me. What
¢ then have thefe done, Sir, (pointing to the Men,
¢« 'Women and Children of the Village, who were
¢«¢ now aflembled in a great Fright) what have thefe
<¢ done, that their innocent Lives fhould be expos’d
¢¢ to your Fire. Arethey too charg’d with Con-
¢ {piring againft the Dusch ! If I am only con-
¢ cern’d, it was furely a great Rathnefs, Sir, to
¢ attack them. Befides, is this a Fortification?
¢« 'Was I upon the Defence ? Or am I'in a Poft of
¢¢ Defence? Did you, before your Fire, fend me
¢ Notice of your Arrival ? Did you fummon me
¢ tofurrender, and did I refufe? And for my Fide-
¢« lity to theDutch, and the Warmth of my Heart for
¢ their Service, there is hardly a Man I would juft
<« now have fooner chofen for a Judge of thefe
¢ Things than your Self. I have givenfo many
¢¢ Proofs of both, and fo many of thefe have pafs’d
¢¢ through your own Hands, that I can neither fee
¢ how you, nor any one elfe in thefe Nations, can
< entertain a Doubt about ’>em.” After this Man-
ner was the ingenuous Creature reafoning when the
Enfign (in whom, no doubt, Claas had excited fome
ftinging Refletions) commanded him Silence : And
fummoning him again to furrender himfelf, upon
Pain of immediate Death, Clszas came forward, and
put himfelf into their Hands ; telling them, ¢¢ that
¢ ag he was innocent, he was afraid ofno T'rial:
¢« They might carry him where they pleas’d, *
Upon which they bound him with Ropes (the grea-
teft Ignominy, next to a thameful Death, that can
befall a Hottentot) and led him away. Claas
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Claas being brought before the Goverpour and
confronted with his Accufers, denied the feveral
Matters laid to his Charge with fuch a Serenity of
Temper (the conftant Attendant of a brave Inno-
cence) and refuted them with fuch Strength of Rea-
fon, rehearfing numerous Inftances (many of them
recent, and, as it were, the laft Things doneg of
his Fidelity and Affe¢tion to the Governour and the
Settlement, while his Accufers could only barely
fuggeﬁ: what their Malice had contriv’d, without
producing any Thing that had the leaft Air of
a Proof, that People prefently faw it was all a
bafe Confpiracy to ruin him ; but obferving by
the Governour’s Behaviour, that his Excellency
would not feeit, theydid not think it fafe to at-
tempt a publick Detection of it upon the Place.
In fhort, Claas was, upon ‘the bare Suggeftions of
his Enemies, convitted before the Governour of eve-
ry Charge brought againft him, and immediatel
fentenc’d to Banithment for Life to the Robben Ii-
land, together with Confifcation of all his Effets.
And this Sentence was immediately put in Execu-
tion.

This done, His Excellency appointed the En-
fign of the Garrifon (and this was the Enfign’s
chief View) to fucceed Claas in the Agency of Tra-
ficking, for the Company, with the Hottentot Na-
tions for Cattle. But from this Man’s foolith and
perfidious Management the Integrity and Abili-
ties of Clzas became every day more illuftrious.
His rath and arbitrary Proceedings amang the Hot-
tentot Graziers begot 11l Blood ; and frequently ha-
zarded the Good Underftanding between the Duich
and the Zlostentor Nations, Being quickly fu(pe&eci_

o
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of Breach of Truft, he was put under fuch Reftric-
tions as took away all the Honour of his Employ-
ment. And at length, his Folly and Knavery to-
gether had brought all the Matters of his Province
to fo wretched a Pafs; the Hotientots had rais’d their
Markets to fuch a Degree; the Price of Cattle was
fo enhanc’d to the Company ; the Purchafes be-
came fo heavy, and the Profit fo light, that the
Directors put a Stop to all Commerce with the
Hottentots on the Company’s Account; and order’d,
that all Supplies of Provifions for them fhould be
bought up among their own Burgers at the Cape,
who fold ’em much cheaper. And on this Foot
only ftands the Commerce of the Company for Pro-
vifions at the Cape at this Day.

I have already mention’d the Humanity of Claas,
and his generous Paffion for the Relief of Europeans
in Diftrefs. Among many others who had tafted
of his Hofpitality, and felt and blefs’d his bountiful
Hand in the Time of their Misfortunes, was Capt.
Theunis Gerbrantz van der Schelling. The Captain,
having loft his Ship in the Bay of /z Gos, was for-
ced to go by Land to the Cape through feveral
Hottentot Nations, and to fubfift in his Journey on
the Charity of the People. In this Diftrefs he was
met by Claas, who entertain’d and reliev’d him in
fo bountiful a Manner, that, to the Honour of the
Captain for his Gratitude, as well as of the Hastentot

for his Hofpitality, the Captain delighted to tell
the Story; and upon the Repair of his broken For-

tunes, which was not effected till after Clzas’s

Death, would be ever exprefling his Sorrow, that

the generous Creature was dead to whom he ow’d

a thoufand Returns of Kindnefs. This Gentleman

was
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was at the Cape in the Time of Claas’s Troubles;
and having feen how Matters were carried againft
him, he made, upon his Arrival in Holland, fuch
Reprefentations to the Directors in Favour of him,
that they difpatch’d Orders to the Cape, by the
very firft Opportunity, for the Recalling of Claas,
andy the Reftoring of every Thing that had be-
long’d to him. Recall’d he was accordingly : But
as for his Cattle, the Wolves that had devour’d
*em could be brought to difgorge but a very {mall
Part. He repair’d however, with the Trifles that
were reftor’d to him, very contentedly to his old
Seat; but had not dwelt long there before the Hoz-
tentot-Chief before-mention’d murder’d him, for his
better Security in the Enjoyment of Claas’s Wife,
whofe Perfon, while her Husband was living, he had
ever found a very precarious Pofleflion: And perhaps
too for other Reafons: But be that as it may, the
Dutch never intermeddling between Hottentots in
Matters where they themfelves are not concern’d,
the Ruffian was never call’d to an Account, Such
is the Story of Claas the Hottentot. 1 now return
to the Charaéter of his Countrymen; and having al-
ready fhewn the beft Side of it, I thall now exhi-
bit it on the Reverfe.

VII. And the firft Thing I fhall remark in this
View of the Hottentots is their Lazinefs. They are,
without doubt, both in Body and Mind, the lazieft
People under the Sun. A montftrous Indifpofition to
Thought and Aétion runs through all the Nations
of ’em : And their whole earthly Happinefs feems
to lie in Indolence and Supinity. They can think,
and to Purpofe too, if they pleafe ; but they
hate the Trouble of it; and look upon every De-

gree
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gree of . Reafoning ‘as a vexatious Agitation of the
Mind. They theréfore fhun Argument as the In-
vader of their %iet, and never reafon but in Cafes
of downright Neceflity. Fire not a Hotzentor’s
Mind by Violence, and he is ‘all Supinity and Re-
werie. They can be attive too, if they pleafe 5 and
when employ’d by the Europeans, are as diligent and
expeditious as any People: in the World : But let
not a Hottentot be rouz’d by any prefent Appetite
or Neceflity, and he is as“deaf to Employment as
4 Log; and ‘when upén his Legs, will hardly ftoop
for any one: Thing in. the World he does not ' ei-
ther particulatly "dote on-or immediatély -want.
‘When Appetite or Neceflity urges, he enters"rea-
dily into Employment, and is all A&ivity : When
thefe are gratified, and his Obligation to ferve is at
an End,  he retires to enjoy himfelf again i his be-
lov’d-Idlenefs. This is the general Character of the
Hottentots in the Point of A&tion. -~

VIIL, Itis to this general Lazinefs of the Hotten-
tozs we muft afcribe that-Part of their Charaéter,
in which all Writers agree, and in which they are
very right, that they are in the Matter of Dijet the
filthieft People in the World. Yet fomne Writers
have faid too much upon this Point, and made them
much more ravenous and uncleanly than they are.
Merklin, in particulat, fays, that all the Hotzen-
tots, without Exception, devour the Entrails of
Beafls,. uncleans’d of their Filth and Excrement,
and but half ‘broil’d§ and that, whether found or
rotten, they look upon *em as the greateft Delica-
cies in the World. Ihave fpent many whole Days
among them infeveral Parts of the Country; and
took every Opportunity to obferve their Manner of

: . pre-
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preparing and eating their Viftuals, and never
could difcover any good Ground for this, I always
found, that when they had Entrails to eat, theyp
turn’d and ftript them of their Filth, and wafh’d’em
in clean Water. They then boil’d ’em in Beaft-
Blood, if they had any; if not, they gave them a
thorough Broiling. Indeed they are nafty enough,
while they do all this, to makean European abhor
the Victuals, but not nafty enough to deferve fuch
a Stroke in their Charatter as Merklin has given
them. Yet Ihad once a Fancy to tafte with them
of Entrails boil’d in Blood ; and whatever the Rea-
der may think of my Palate or Judgmernt in Ea-
ting, I fhould have found it very agreable Food if
I had not known the Cooks, or could but have ba-
nith’d from my Imagination their uncleanlty Man-
ner of Drefling it. They are, indeed, very rave-
nous when the Meat is once fet before ’em, and
devour it, Helter skelter, with aftonifhing Gree-
dinefs and Difpatch.  But for the Eating of rotten
or tainted Entrails, I could never fee or hear of
any fuch Thing among *em.

IX. Yet naufeousand uncleanly as is their Man-
ner of drefling their Viftuals, it agrees very well
with their Conftitutions; and Nothing do they feem
to fuffer by it either in Health or Length of Days.
Moft of ’em live to a great Old Age. Few are
the Diftempers among ’em s and rarely do they
vifit ’em. T fpeak of the Majority of the Hosten-
#ots, who keep to the Diet of their Country, and
drink no Wine, Brandy, or other ftrong Liquors.
For fuch of ’em as drink thefe Liquors, fhorten
their Days, and fuffer under Difeafes before un-
known to ’em. Even the Viands of the %Wéé

refs’
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drefs’d and feafon’d after the European Manner,
are very pernicious to thems

Dapper fays, that both Sexes of the Hottentots
frequently live to 110, or 120 Years of Age; and
affirms, that fome of ’em have liv’d out 130 Years.
Their Longavity is certain 3 butI could not be
taught at the Cape to fix it at any Number of
Years either in Generals or Particulars. I have
feen many hale ftout Fellows among ’em, who
were faid to be very old ; one in particular, a Fi-
fherman, who, I have been affur’d by Perfons of
Credit, appear'd to be at leaft a Man of 40 in the
Year 1652, when the Hollanders erefted the Fort 3
and yet when I left the Cape he was a ftout attive
Fellow, in Appearance not much turn’d of 50,
though he could not be then much lefs than a ro0o0.
And I have heard the Fellow himfelf affirm, that
he never was once fick or diforder’d in his Health
in all his Life.

X. What makes the Hosentots ftill a naftier
Generation, is a Cuftom, obferv’d from their In-
fancy, of befmearing their Bodies and Apparel
(a Skin o’er their Shoulders) with Butter or Sheep’s
Fat, mix’d with Soot that gathers about their
Boiling Pots, in order to make ’em look black,
being naturally, as I have faid already, of a Nut-
or. Olive-Colour, Of this Cuftom, which is repea-
ted as often as the Sun or Duft licks up the Paint,
they are fo devoutly obfervant, that they will not
omit it on any Account in the World, if they can
come at Fat or Butter to perform it. The mea-
ner Sort of ’em, who are but ill provided, are for
the moft Part oblig’d tB make Ufe of Buttexf or

at
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