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considering all adverse factors, we see no reason whiy the Exhibition should 
not have been a great success if held. The decision to postpone the Exhi­
bition was made practically four months before the time was due; with 
four months to go, instead of " putt,ing it off," we think that with some 
" speeding up," less talk, and more work, the Exhibition would have been 
an undoubted success. 

Stamp Articles in " Rand Daily Mail." 
For over six months stamp articles have appeared in every Tuesday's 

issue of the " Mail." The articles usually occupy a whole double column, 
and are written by " Perforation," who is a well-known Philatelist and 
authority of 28 years' standing in Johannesburg. Interesting local infor­
mation is given, while the, issues of various countries have, been taken in 
turn and discussed in detail, various items being illustrated. The blocks 
made by ihe '' Mail " for illustrating the various stamps have always shown 
up very clearly. These articles have done a great deal to bring our royal 
hobby to the noUce of a wide circle, and have no doubt added Jnany recruits 
to our ranks. Up to the present some thirty articles have appea.red. The 
enterprise of the " Rand Daily Mail " is to be commended, and to " Per­
foration " for his ably written, interesting, and instructive articles we 
tender our congratulations. 

Articles. 
Just a few words on this subject. In this issue we publish an article 

de~ling with some of the rarities of Rhodesia, written by Mr. H. I.. E:alp:m, 
F:R.P.S.L., Jeppe Arcade, Johannesburg, an acknowledged authority on this 
subject. We have also made arrangements for quite a few interesting 
articles for future issues, so that subscribers have lots of philatelic treats 
in store for them. In our next issue we will publish the first of a series 
of articles on the early issues of the Transvaal, written by Mr. E. Beuthin. 
Together with Mr. Chas. Hand, of Pretoria, Mr. Beuthin is an authority on 
early Transvaais, and his article will deal mainly on how to distinguish 
the various papers and printings, and also--which is morn important- how 
forgeries may be detected. This article will be specially illustrated, and 
should accomplish much to overcome the difficulties experienced by Col­
lectors •Of these issues. And then we have-but no! Send in your sub­
scriptions, and see for yourselves ! 

Unexpired Subs. to the Q. R. P. 
Readers whose subscription to the "Q.R.P." has not expired will re­

ceive the necessary number of copies of the "S.A. PHILATELIST " to 
complete. 

Rhodesian Rarities. 
By H. L. KAPLAN, F.R.P.S.L. 

Rhodesia to-day is the most popular country in British colonies. and 
with ii "Self Government" new issue in view, it is small wonder that prac­
tically every collector is trying his utmost to fill up gaps in his collection. 
Comparatively speaking, Rhodesia at present is one of the cheapest British 
colonies to collect, as far as the ordinarv issues are concerned. which to my 
mind will not last very long, for I believe that with self-government and 
consequently a discontinuation of the current Company's issues, Rhodesia 
is bound to advance in price very shortly. 

With regard to the rarities, these are practically unobtainable already, 
and I am pleased to say that some of the rnre items have fqund their wny 
into local collections, and consequently will be retained in Sonth Africa. 
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Mr. J. E . M. Coch, who possesses the finest Rhodesian collection in 
South Africa, perhaps in the world, is the owner of the only imperforate, 
CORNER block of four of the 3s. green and mauve on blue of the 1896-7 
issue, which is undoubtedly one of the finest rarities in existence; while 
the other corner, bnt in pair only, of the same stamp is in the. poesesRio11 
of Mr. F. H. Ansell , a prominent local collector. As ten copies only are in 
exiotence, it speaks well for South African collectors. 

Some fine Rhodesian Irnperforates, (slightly reduced). 

Mr. Coch also has an imperforate block of four of the Sd. of the same 
issue. an imperforate block of four of the ½d. Double Head and an imperf. 
pair of the £1 Double H ead 1910-16 issue-very choice and rare itrms. The 
½d is catalogued by Gibbons, but I fail to understand why the £1 is left 
out. It will undoubtedly be cata.logued sooner or later. 

While speaking about uncatalogued varieties the following are certainly 
worthy of mention: 

• The 4d. of 1895 Issue, 
This is a very fine item in imperforate state, and is already practically 

nnobtainable, especially in pairs and blocks. Of the Bulawayo provisionals 
t he "One P enny " on 4s. Grey-black and Vermilion is known with the 
"Y" in " Penny" inverted. 

Of the 1898-1908 small arms design, the ½d. and ld. are well-known in 
imperforate state. They can still be obtained at a reasonable price, and I 
would advise collectors to obtain them. 

Of the 1909 issue the £2 over-printed "Rhodesia" is much sought after. 
I am convinced these few but rare items will ultimately be catalogued. 

The 1913-22 or current issue is responsible for the 1917 Livingstone pro­
visionals with the RARE INVERTED OVERPRINT, of which only two 
sheets are in existence. They are already very difficult to obtain, and the 
spaced "N N" and " N Y " in the inverted overprint rank a.mong the 
finest Rhodesian rarities. 

Eleven Thousand Pounds for a p1ir of "Post Office" Mauritius 
Mr. Arthur Hind, of Utica, U.S.A .. "The American Ferrari," recently 

paid the astounding sum of 50,000 dollars (over £11 ,000) for a pair of the 
"Post Offi ce" Mauritius, ld. and 2d .. used together on envelope-the 
famous " nniqnity " of these classic rarities. 
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BRITISH ·COLONIALS 
I make a speciality of Rare British Colonials and only 

stamps in the finest possible condition will be found in my books. 

It VI ill pay all collectors-General and Specialists-to get in touch with me, as 
I hold an exceptionally choice stock, 

SELECTIONS SENT ON APPROVAL. 

T. ALLEN, 
"Craigard" Blake Hall Road, Wanstead, London, E.11., England. 

+-------------------+ 
Stanley Gibbons Monthly Circular. 

The most widely read Stamp Journal in the English I 

Contains monthly Illustrated Supplements to the Gibbons Catalogues, many articles by 
leading writers. plenty of stamp news and exceptional bargain offers. · ·· 

S'1bscription 2/6 per annum. .Specime11 

I STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 
391., S1ira.nd, Lou.don, England, +-_, ____________ , __ , _____ ,_,,_,_. 

M. P. VALLENTINE, 
The Johannesburg Philatelist. 

Established 1897. 

Wanted: King's Hea.d, High Values, Good prices p11,ld, 

Has always on hand a large variety of stamps of every country. 

Approval Books or Sheets sent to any part of the world. 
Mounts, Albums and Stamp Collectors' Accessories always in stock. Purchaser of 
stamps in any quantity. Collections particularly wanted, Stamps exchanged or sold on 

commission. Dealer in Revenue and Fiscal stamps. 

5, GREEN'S BUILDINGS, Commissioner Street, Opp. Corner House~ 
Box 1514. Johannesburg, Transvaal, Phone 1560. 

STAMPS FOR SALE. 

Having decided to specialise in two or three countries only, I am disposing of 
my general collection. I have the early issues of most Foreign countries in 
good condition, and also a good lot of British Colonials, including some fine 
British Africans. For convenience these stamps have been mounted in appro­
val books and have mostly been priced under half catalogue. Selections will 
willingly be sent to any responsible collectors on receipt of reference 

G, W. REYNOLDS, Box 6363 1 Johannesburg, 

'-------------■---~ 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022



THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 6 

~-~~~ ...... ~~--~~~--~~r I NOTES ON I 
I NEW ISSUES AND VARIETIES. I 
l The Editor particularly wishes to obtain the earliest information of New Issues, etc. l 
l Kindly refer to notices on 1,age ii. l 
rf--.___.....,-..........~-...... ~~~~~-~~~'t-

Union of South Africa. 
Supplies of the 3d. black and orange were totally exhausted the end of 

October, while the 2½d. blue is also no longer obtainable. The new 3d. 
stamp is in blue to conform with the U.P.U. colours. 

l½d, TETE"BECHE. 

It is of interest to note that the Distributor of Stamps, Pretoria, re­
ceived from the printers three cases of 10,000 sheets each of the l½d. in 
which the tete-beche occurs. Since 40 pairs tete-beche are found· on each 
sheet it follows that the total number received was 1,200,000. Postmasters 
were instructed to use these up as far as possible on parcels and telegrams, 
so collectors must form their own opinions as to how many were available 
for postage. · 

6d, "z" IN "ZUID" MISSING, 

This interesting variety was to be obtained at some Post Offices recen_tly, 
and consisted of the " Z " in " Zuid " being blotted out. We ha_ve seen 
various specimens, some of which show the " Z " entirely missing, while in 
others a portion of this letter appeared. This variety was not caused by 
the plate being damaged as some think, but by a portion of paper or some 
foreign substance being on the plate, and thus covering the letter up when 
printed. The position in the sheet is third stamp, eighth row, of the right 
bottom pane. · 

ERROR OF PERFORATION. 

The ½d., plate No. 5, was obtainable at the Johannesburg G.P.O. the end 
of November, showing an error of p-erforation, the bottom margin being per­
forat.ed right through, with the top margin plain. Vice-versa is of course 
normal, only a very few sheets were found with this error. 

INVERTED WATERMARKS. 

Mr. B. G. Keet, Caledon, C.P., has kindly shown us a copy of t-he ld. 
14 x imperf. with wat.ermark inverted. The postmark looked like April 
13th, 1920; this is certainly a scarce item. The stamp sent was perfectly 
genuine, and not similar to ·others we have seen conveniently manufactured 
with a pair of scissors. Our thanks are also due to Mr. Hawkes, of the 
Bijou Stamp Company, for the sight of a block of six l½d., with Plate No. 1 
Watermark inverted. These are the first we have seen or heard of with 
:r'lat-e numbers, and are undoubtedly very rare. 

Our thanks are also due to Mr. J. H. Levy, East London, for the sight. 
of a block of sixteen of the current l½d., showing most of the stamps 
" smudged " through the sheet evidently slipping when printed. This 
almost amounts to a double impression, though two distinct. impressions 
are not discernible. The stamps are also very badly perforated, some being 
perforated one-eighth of an inch into the design of the adjacent satmp. 

POSTAGE DUES, 

Supplies of the ½d. Postage Due, De La Rue print, watermarked Spring­
bok's head, were exhausted in June last; stamps of similar design, no 
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watermark roulet.ted and printed in Pretoria by t-he Government printer, 
took their 'place. This issue, however, has not lasted long, since in Nov­
ember last supplies of these wtlre also all used up. It is interesting to note 
that the total quantit,y printed was only 1,119 sheets of 60, so this rouletted 
stamp should prove rare in time and increase in price. 

The new ½d. due is a much finer production than any of the recent 
stamps printed in Pretoria, the det-ails of the design being very much 
clearer. This stamp is now perforated, but still on unwatermarked paper. 

Of all the postage dues, the 5d., 6d., and 1/- 'have always been very 
difficult to acquire, and will now be more so since· they are no longer 
obtainable. Concerning· the 1/-, only the small total of 200 sheets of sixty 
were received from the printers and issued, and in October l(Lst the Stamp 
Office, Pretoria, issued their last sheet. Since the 1/- value is so very 
rarely used, the Authorities have decided not to print any further supplies 
of this value, but to use lower denomina,tions to make up this amount 
should it- be necessary. This stamp is certainly underpriced by Gibbons 
at 2/-. 

Mr. Courlander, at East London, kindly sends us a strip of five pairs 
of the current l½d. due, in which the paper was creased when printed, thus 
showing blank white spaces across the stamps. This item was picked up 
by him in August last at the Post Office, Queenstown. 

CIGARF.TTE-TAX LABELS us~ D AS POSTAGE DUES. 

Mr. W. Percy Wiiliams and Mr. L. Edgcombe, both of Durban, kindly 
send us information on this subject. Some months ago, d11ring a shortage 
of the ½d. postage due, the Postmaster, Durban, authorised the use of ½d. 
cigarette-tax labels as postage dues. Not more than 3s. worth of these 
labels were used. In December, we found that •the Postmaster, Fordsburg, 
was acting in a similar manner, which was difficult to understand, since 
supplie,s could be readily obtained from the Johannesburg G.P.O. almost 
at a moment's notice. In order to settle the point as to whether this issue 
was officially authorised, we communicated with the Postmaster-General, 
Pretoria, and requested an official statement. The reply we received reads: 

" With reference to your letter of the 13th ult.imo, I have to inform you 
that cigarette-duty labels are NOT intended to be used for the purpose of 
bringing to account the value of insufficiently prepaid or unpaid postal 
articles. The use of these labels for this purpose at .the Fordsburg Post 
Office was due to misapprehension on the part of the Postmaster." 

This official statement should therefore dispose of the matter, and col­
lectors will note that these labels have no postal st;itus. 

Australian Commonwealth. 
The Australian P.M.G. has adopted a new colour scheme for the low 

values as follows: ½d. plum, instead of green; la. violet, instead of red: 
l½d. green, instead of plum; 2d. 1ed, instead of orange; 4d. blue, instead of 
violet. NI> other changes in colour are contemplated. 

Congo Beige. 
Mr. Arthur C. Thornton, of Bulawayo, kindly informs ns that he haR 

come across the following errors and varieties in the current provisionals: 
I. Misplaced surcharge in all values under 1 fr. 
2. Double surcharge in red, of 50c. on 25c. black and blue. 

(a) No stop under either " c." 
(b) Thick ~pd thin types of the "50." 

3. Single .50c. in red on 25c. black and blue. 
(a) Round, .square and oval stop before the " .50." 
(b) Surcharge varies in height. 

4. Single 25c. in black on 40c. black and brown-marone. 
(a) Figure of value missing. 
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From another quarter we learn that a new set of stamps for this country 
is beincr prepared in the U.S.A., and is already in the printer's hands. So 
one of ~ur most beautiful sets of pictorial stamps will soon be out of issue. 

Tanganyika Territory. 

" Stamp Collecting," in their issue of December_ 2nd; chronicle th_e lO_c. 
G.E.A. overprint INVERTED, also the le. black with G.E.A. overprmt m 
red AND black. This refers to the Dar-es-Salaam overprints. 

Kenya. 

The very effective pew design, showing the King's head in a medallion, 
with the words "KENYA and UGANDA" in bold reiief underneath, was 
issued on November 1st, 1922. On one side the portrait is flanked by pam1 
trees with l,anana plants on the other. Values of the 1/- and upwards. are 
of a 'larger size, and include various types of tropical vegetation on ei1l1er 
side of U1e medallion. The values are: le, 5c, 12c, 15c, 20c, 30c, :\0c, 75c, 1/-, 
2/-, 3/-, fl/-, 10/-, and £1, £5, £10, £25, £50. The £5 and higher value~ a;e 
obviously for Revenue purposes, since these amounts cannot be genurne,~· 
made up in postage. The cel\t. values are printed in sheets of 240 .(four 
panes of sixty), four controls to the sheet. The shilling and pound valueR 
are in sheets of sixty (5 x 12), with controls under or over each corner stamp, 
all Plate 1. 

Mauritius. 

Staff Sergt.-Major Tomkins, of Phrenix, informs us that the following 
scripts are no longer obtainable: 4c. yellow and red; 6c. red; 12c. red 
(King's head); 12c. grey (King's head); 15c. blue, and the 25c. Used high 
values cannot be obtained locally, as there is no parcel" post on the islai1d, 
it all being done by the Railways; telegrams do not bear stamps, and the 
letter post rarely exceeds 40c. 

Nyasaland. 

Our esteemed correspondent, Mr. Fred J. Stephens, of Chiromo, sends 
us a copy of the current 2d., but with script watermark, which was issued 
in November last. The 6d. script is not yet on sale to the public. It has 
arrived, but will not be placed on sale until supplies. of the current 6d. 
with multiple watermark are used up. In the meantime, some copies have 
been sold to collectors only. Our thanks are aJso due to Mr. Stephen& for 
the sight of a strip of three of the current 2d. with bottom margin and 
plate number, in which the margin is perforated half-way up, instead of 
being plain, which is normal. 

Rhodesia. 

Mr. L. H. Rivers, of Umtali, sends us some interesting information con­
cerning the £2 value overprinted "RHODESIA." In a letter to our corres­
pondent, Messrs. Stanley Gibbons stated that nothing was known at Home 
of this value, and enquired whether it was for fiscal use only. Our corres­
pondent informs us that parcels are limited to 11 lbs., but bullion is ac­
~epted at ld. per oz. up to any amount, thus it, is possible to obtain gemi­
mely postally used copies. We have seen copies of the £2 both used and 
unused. and should welcome any further information on the subject from 
our readers. Now that Rhodesia has decided on Re~ponsible Government, 
the Crown Colony system of Government will come into force in March 
n~xt.. The present series bears the t.itle of the Chartered Company. so that 
~nth_ the change of Administration some alteration in the postal values is 
m~v1table. It is quite· on the cards that. we shall see a provisional over­
Jirmt, as in 1909, when the then current. stamps were overprinted 
" Rhouesia." 
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n PHILATELISTS n 
~ desirous of selling their 1,Jollections, or rare duplicates, should ~ 
D not fail to consult PLUMRIDGE & CO,, 61, 62, D 

~ Chancery Lane, London, who have sold many ~ 
notable South African CoHections. . During the last few years 
many well known collections have been disposed of by them, 

D among others worthy of mention .are the collections of Lord D 
n L. Hay; Sir Thomas Bowring; R. S. Bayford, Esq., K.O.; n 
LJ Dr. W. Allen Harmer; W.R. Lane Joynt, Esq.; L. L. R. LJ 
■ Hausburg, Esq., all these being or having been members of ■ 
~ the Royal Philatelic Society, etc., etc. ~ 

D TERMS MODERATE. PROMPT SETTLEMENTS. D 

~ Publishers of the STA_M? COLLECTORS' FORTNIGHTLY, Fost ~ 
D Free 5/- per annum. Illustrated, Up-to-date and full of interesting D 

articles. Specimen Copy Post Free, of PLUMRIDGE & co., as 

n above. n 
~ Telegrams: "PLUMAVERE," Holbora, Loadoa. ~ 

lb c::==::i c:::i = c:::i c::==:::::::i ■ c:::i = c:::i ■ c::==:::::::i c:::i = c:::i c:::=:::::::i c:!J 

+,_ .. _.,_., __ ,_.,_ .. _.,_,,_ .. _,_.,_,,_.,_.,_.,_.,_.,_.,_,. __ .,_1 

E. BEUTHIN, 
ST AMP DEALER. 

Expert in Ra.re St;a.mps. 

Specialist in Colonial lmperforates and Cape 
Triangulars. 

Large Stocks to select from. Approvals sent on Application. 

The highest Price paid for collections and single rarities 
of old issues. 

17, GREEN'S BUILDINGS, 
Commissioner Street, Johannesburg. 

+ ~:0_
1

_B_o_x_6_7_4_9_. ______ ,, ___ .,_.,_., __ :~::~::! 
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South West Africa. 
It will be remembered that recently the Administrator of this Territory 

published in the " Union Gazette" details of a competitive design for new 
stamps for this Territory, and that four days after publication this notice 
was withdrawn. We now have the sequel that instead of issuing stamps of 

a •new d esign, the stamps 
of the Union of South 
Africa have been over­
printed for use in the 
mandated Territory. Mr. 
M. L. Levitt, of Wind­
hoek, kindly sends us 
specimens of the new 
issue, together with some 
interesting information 
thereon. A.II values of 
Union stamps have been 
overprinted, one in Eng­
lish and the next in 
Dutch. The English over­
print is " South West 
Africa '' and the Dutch 
appears " Zuid - West 
Afrika." In the ½d. stamp 
we notice that in the 
second stamp in the bot-
tom row in the right­

hand pane the "T" is missing in "West" and appears "Wes." This is 
the only important error so far disco,vered by our correspondent, who in­
forms us that he has found it in the, ½d. value only. Regarding tlfe over­
print itself. we are frankly disappointed. Many of the letters are broken, 
and we can hardly compliment the Government Printer , Pretoria , on hiR 
latest production. A block of six of the ½d. value is illustrated above, front 
which the "Wes" for "West" error can be seen in the first 3tarnp. lower 
row. 

The Union stamps overprinted do not include the l½d ., 2½d., and 3d. 
black and orange values, since the ni:lw 3d. blue confoTms with U.P.U. 
colours, while the firs t two mentioned d enominations are not required. 
The Postage Dues are quite a mixture, and· comprise the ½d., ld. , l}d., 2d., 
3d., 5d., and ud. values, with the same overprint. The ½d. overprinted is 
the Pretoria printing (no watermark and perforated); the ld. and l½d. are 
also the Pretoria printing on unwatermarked paper , but rouletted; the 2d. 
and 3d. are the current de la Rue Union postage dues, while the 5d. and 
6d. are the old Transvaal dues overprinted. No ls . stamps have been over­
printed. The Union varieties in the 2d. (blunt foot of " 2," slanting " d," 
etc.) and the 3d. with the ". raised 'd' " are therefore obtainable in the 
overprinted issue. 

Ex Enemy War Issues. 
During the Great War, British stamp dealers were forbidden to deal in 

the war-time issues of the then enemy Central Powers of Europe, and 
Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., in common with other leading firms, an­
nounced that t-he-y did not propose to list or deal in the war-time issues of 
those countries. Since the Armistice, however, much of the bitterness of 
war has been forgot-ten, and opinions changed rapidly. French dealers were 
the first to raise the ban and commence dealing in these issues. and latterly 
English dealers have been doing likewise. In th eir 11•ontl1lv circular fur 
December. Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., now announce that the next 
foreign edition of their catalogue will contain carefully comoiled lists of all 
the war stamps of the Central European Powers, priced and carefully illus­
!rated. We consider this a very wise decision. since the inclusion of these 
issues will make their catalogue a much more valuable work of referenc:e. 
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~---+--------.._.,..._.------~+-....... -~ ! # l SOCIETY NEWS. I ;t l 
l ~ Items of int~rest from the various centres. l i 
~-.-..~-------.--...------.·-----,.......,+---9t-a 

Johannesburg United Philatelic Society. 

President: Mr. S. L. Waring; Hon. Secretary, Mr. I. GJfdsser. 
Meetings are held every second and fol!lrth Tuesday in the Board Rouw, 

Trust Buildings, Fox Street, at 8 p.m. 

The 266th ordinary meeting of the Johan·nesburg ¥nited Philatelic 
Society was held in the Board Room, Trust Buildings, at 8 p.m., on January 
9th, Mr. Waring presiding over a good attendance. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been read and confirmed, 
a letter with enclosures from the Secretary of the Philatelic Congress of 
Great Britain was read. The letter set forth the various __ advantages of 
affiliation, and also privileges which would be enjoyed, and after some little 
discussion Mr. H. L. Kaplan proposed, and Mr. G. W. Reynolds seconded, 
that the "application form be filletl in and forwarded to the Secretary, 
together with the necessary fee."-Carried. 

Mr. I. Glasser exhibited the new issues of Kenya and Uganda from 1 c. 
to 3s., also Trinidad and Tobago ½d. to 1/-; also Montserrat new design 3/-. 
Mr. M. P. Vallant.ine exhibited a 2d. Union stamp over-printed South-West 
Africa; wh1le Mr. G. W. Reynolds exhibited a block of 12 of the current ½d. 
Union, plate 5, overprinted "South-West Africa" and "Zi1id-West Afrika," 
just received from the Protect-0rate. One stamp showed an error, "Wes" 
fur " West." 

A competitive exhibition of imperforates followed, the prize being oue 
guinea. kindly donated by Mr. F. W. Searle. Mr. I. Glasser's exhibit con­
sisted of some imperf. issues of different countries mounted on a card, while 
Mr. J. E. M. Cuch exhibited some imperf. varieties of Rhodesia. The prize 
was eventua.lly awarded to Mr. Glasser, and the Chairman in making the 
announcement deplored the fact that so few competitors had come forward. 
Mr. E. Beuthin exhibited his superb collection of imperfornteR, but did not 
wish to compete. Mr. Beuthin's collection is undoubtedly second to none 
in South Africa, and it would take some beating in other parts of the world. 
His stamps were neatly arranged with fine post marks and margins, and 
he was heartily thanked for the treat he had afforded to those who bad the 
pleasure of seeing them. 

An auction was then held, and a vote of thanks to the Chairman con­
cluded a very pleasant evening. 

East Rand Philatelic Society. 

President: Mr. C. L. Larseri. Hon. Secretary: Mr. Titos. Wood. 
Meetings are held every third Wednesday, at the Transvaal Hotel, 

Vogelfontein, at 7 p.m. 

The East Rand Philatelic ·society held their usual monthly meeting on 
Wednesday, the 20th December. The meeting was well attended, and in­
cluded i11 the attendance of 25 ladies aud gentlemen were seveu visitors 
fru111 J uhaunesburg. 
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The minut.es of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. Mr. 
C. E. Donne read an excellent paper on the stamps of France. His paper 
was ably prepared and was greatly appreciated. Another feature of the 
evening was two very fine exhibits of Rhodesian stamps. Mr. J. E. M. 
Coch displayed his magnificent collection of this country, which, apart 
from very fine mint and used specimens, included some very rare errors 
and varieties, proofs and essays. The other exhibition was Mr. P. H. 
Wright's, who is also the owner of a superb Rhodesian collection, including 
many choice specimens. It would be very hard to beat these collections in 
any part of the world, and both exhibitors were very heartily thanked by 
those present, for the treat, afforded them. · 

A very enjoyable evening was brought to a close with the usual vote of 
1.hanks to the Chairman. 

Pretoria Philatelic Society. 

President: Mr. N. Van Malsen. Hon. Secretary: Mr. A. P. Obermeyer. 
Meetings are held at the Market Restaurant, every first and third 

Monday, at 8 p·Jin. 

Unfortunately, we have received no news direct from the Pretoria. Phila­
telic Society, but through the courtesy of " Perforation," the able writer 
of the " Mail's " excellent weekly art.icles, we have had the privilege of 
seeing the report. sent by tne Society to• him. 

The Pretoria Society is very progressive, and everything undertaken is 
well done. The 24th Annual Meeting of the Society was held on the 18th 
December, at the Market Restaurant, Mr. Klagsbrun, the President, being 
in the chair. · 

After the reading of the minutes of last year's annual meeting, the 
Secret-a.ry's report was read. It was said that the Society could boa.st of a 
membership of just under 50, and that the financial position was sound. 
Reports were then submitted by the Superintendent of the Exchange 
Packets, the Librarian, the Curator of the Forgery Collection and the 
Curator of t-he Society's reference collection. All of the reports were of a 
satisfactory nature, and showed a steady progress in the Society. The 
Chairman then read his report, in the course of which he drew att.ention to 
certain features of the Society's work and posit,ion; he complimented the 
" Daily Mail " on the excellent art.icles conducted by " Perforation," and 
also asked the members to support the " SOUTH AFRICAN PHILA­
T~LIST " as far as possible, remarking that this enterprise should meet 
with the reward it deserves. 

In conclusion, he expressed the hope that the New Year would bring 
with it a cessation of political troubles, and a much needed return of pros-
perity and an advancement. in philately to all. · 

After the various reports had been adopted, the following • gentlemen 
were electea as officers for the ensuing year: 

President, Mr. N. Van Malsen; Vice-President, Major E. A. B9oth; 
Hon. Secretary-Treasurer, Mr. A. P. Obermeyer; Librarian, Mr. A. Watson; 
Curator of Reference Collection, Mr. Chas. Hand; Curator of Forgery Col­
lection, Mr. G. Blockey; Supt. of Exchange, Mr. Chas. Hand; Members of 
Committee, Mr. W...._ J. Giovanetti, Mr. E. C. Westbrook. · 

Tb.e Chairman thanked the members for the honour bestowed on him, 
and_ trusted to receive the same support and consideration he received 
durmg the time he was Secretary . 
. . Mr. Chas. Hand exhibit-ed five albums, a part. of his Transvaal collec­

!1on .. Mr. Hand undoubtedly has the finest- collection of Transvaal stamps 
m _tlus country, and probably in the world. The exhibition was thoroughly 
enJoyed by all present. 
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JAR.VIS & Hlu'TON, 
6, UPPER St, MARTINS LANE, LONDON, W.C. 2, 

Proprietor: W. HILTON. 

Send us youro Want Lists and we will do ouro best 
to fill them, 

State your Countries and whether you want collections 
or individual stamps of same. 

It is very little use asking us for Jots advertised in 
English papers, n.s they are usually sold before we can 
hear from South African customers. We are frequently 
buying and can usually supply requirements in a short 

time. 

We deal in Colonials and the better class Foreign stamps, but not 
in Neurope. 

Customers visiting London will be welcomed at our office. 

+·-.. _,,_ .. _,,_.,_ .. _.,_ .. _,._ .. _.,_ .. _ .. _ .. _.,_ .. _., __ .. _ .. _.,_ .. _ .. ___ ,T 

GEO. C. GINN & CO., 
Dealers in RARE Stamps. 

Have a choice selection of the early 
issues of British Colonials in­

cluding the rarities of .South 
Africa, 

Such as: 
CAPE, Triangulars. 

TRANSVAAL, 1st Type. 
t NATAL. 

O. R. COLONY, Scarce Varieties 
of V. R. I. Overprints. 

Approval to important buyers on 
receipt of first-class references. 

For the best class stuff our 
pri'ces are extremely moderate 

We deal only in first rate specimens, t 
not in rubbish or second class copies 
so commonly offered and advertised 

at huge discounts. 

Correspondence invited with collectors who desire their stamps 
to be a gilt-edged investment. 

GEO. C. GINN & CO., 
1151 MOORGATE, LONDON, E,C. 2 1 England. 

Established 1882. 

+.-11•-••-t0-to_,,_t•-•-••-••-e•-•"-•-•-o-••-••-11-••-••-••-•-•oa.u_.+ 
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The usual raffles and.- aucUons concluded one of the most successf°iil 
evenings in the annals of the Society. 

The Pretoria Philatelic Society held its usual bi-weekly meeting on 
Monday, 15th January, and in spite of the inclemency of the weather a 
good attendance resulted. As one devotee remarked, " There was sufficient 
moisture about to damp his hinges." 

Mr. Hand was down for a paper, which possibly accounted for the good 
attendance, but unfortunately his " hinges were damped." In other words, 
he was confined to bed with an attack of rheumatism. 

Mr. Obe,rmeyer displayed his collection ·of O.F.S. and O.R.C., which 
were much admired by all present, and the usual free raffle and auctions 
took place. Mr. Robertson, with his usual good humour, conducted the 
auctions. 

Varieties of the S.W.A. overprints on _Union stamps were shown by 
members. Towards the close of the meeting a new method (at least to 
Pretoria) of auction too:{ place. "Ame1ican auction," we think, is the 
term. Six fots of stamps went round, and Mr. Robertson, amidst much 
excitement, won four parcels in succession. 

The meeting terminated at -IO.SO p.m. with the usual votes of thanks _ 
to the Chairman. 

On February 5th, Mr. M. J. Hollebrands will exhibit Old German 
States, while the l!Jth will be devoted to an exhibition of France and 
Colonies. 

East London Philatelic Society. 

President: Mr. T. A. Harpur, Hon. Secretary, Mr. J. B. Levy. 
Meetings are he~d in the Sons of England Hall, North Street, on the 

third Friday of each month, at 8 p.m. Junior Society meetings are held at 
Selborne College, last Friday each month. 

The Ordinary Mont]lly Meeting of the Society was held in the Sons of 
England Hall on Friday, December 16th, 1922, at 8 p.m. Mr. T. A. Harpur 
presided, there being ten members and six junior members present. Mr. 
A. 0. Hoppe, of Capetown, end Mr. 'fillard from Pretoria were also present. 

'fhe minutes of the previous meeting having been read and confirmed, 
one new country member was elected. It_ was decided to bind the unbound 
copies of periodicals in the library, and Mr. Courlander proposed, and Mr. 
J. G. Craig second-~d, " that the members . be asked .. to su bseribe towards 
the cost of binding, as the funds of the Society did not permit of its dniug 
so."-Carried. Mr. Courlander then exli}bited his magnificent collection of 
Afiican King's heads, the: majority of which were in mint blocks of four. 
A hearty vote of thanks was accorded Mr. Courlander for his very fine 
exhibit. 

After the display · an auction was held, Rhodesians being chiefly in 
demand. 

The meeting terminated at 10 p.m. with a hearty vot-E: of thanks to the 
Chairman. 

We have not received <let.ails in time. for publication of the meeting 
held on January 19th, but we understand that the fe·ature of the evening 
was a display by Mr. Bucholtz. Mr. J. B. Levy, the Secretary of the 
Society, kindly informs us that at the meeting to be held on February 16th 
Mr. Carnell will be exhibiting Mocarnbique and :Courenco Marques. 
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Port Elizabeth Philatelic Society. 

President: Mr. S. D. Treharne. Hon. Secretary: Mr. W. J. Campbell, 
Box 171 P.E. 

Meetings are held on the 15th of each month. When this date falls on 
a Saturday or Sunday, t.11~ meeting is held the Monday following. 

Unfortunately, no syllabus has been printed for the year as yet. In 
the meantime the Society depends on Members at one meeting to promise 
a " Paper " or an "Exhibit" for the following meeting. 

At the last meeting of the Society, Mr. Martin read a very original and 
amusing paper on the subject of stamp collecting. 

The attendance was unfortunately below usual, but nevertheless those 
pi;:esent thoroughly enjoyed Mr. Martin's paper. 

It is to be hoped that those responsible for the drawing up of the 
syllabus will lose no time in completing it, since things must be somewhat 
dull for members if there is nothing to look forward to. 

Philately in South Africa appears to be booming at_present, despite all 
our recent trouble, and we are pleased to hear that there is good prospect 
of two more Philatelic Societies being formed in the near future. Several 
keen stamp collectors in Estcourt, Natal, are desirous of forming a Society, 
and after a few informal conversations have persuaded Mr. A. Bannister to 
take the matter in hand. The idea is to get into touch with all local stamp 
collectors, who it is hoped will actively assist in the organisation, and by 
paying a nominal subscription obtain the current literature, which will 
benefit all in the study ,of our hobby. Mr. J. T. Gelling has obtained a 
supply of various stamps, etc., and will do all in his power to assist. any­
body interested. Those who would like to join the proposed society should 
send in their names to Mr. A. Bannister, Estc~mrt, who will be pleased to 
give any information that may be desired. 

At the same tiine, several keen philatelists on the West Rand are also 
desirous of forming a Philatelic Society. Any information desired will 
gladly be given by Mr. R. W. Hawkes, P.O. Box 1514, Johannesburg, or 
Mr. A. D. Maxwell, P.O. Box 44, Florida. Should the new proposed Society 
on the West Rand eventua.te, we understand that meetcings will be held 
either in Florida or Roodepoort. It is to be hoped that Philatelists on the 
West Rand will give the new scheme their hearty support-. 

FORGERIES EXPOSED. 

The " Stamp Collectors' .Fortnightly " have been very busy in recent 
mm1bers exposing various forgeries, details of three of which are given 

Northern Nigeria £25. 
This most audacious fake of the one and only £25 green and carmine 

(S.G. No. 19) is good enough to deceive most collectors. Apparently the le. 
green, King Edward stamp of Straits Settlements was used. The name was 
removed from the t-0p tablet, and the " le " from the value tablet, the rest 
of the stamp being untouched; but in the two clean spaces the inscript.ions 
" Northern Nigeria " and " £25 " were forged in carmine. Collectors can 
fortunately easily detect the fraud, since the forgery is on single C.A. 
watermarked paper, while the genuine stamp is watermarked multiple 
crown C.A. 
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British Central Africa. 
In British Central Africa the Two Shillings and Sixpence, bright 

magenta and black, the Five Shillings ~live an~ black_. and tl_1e £10 yellow 
and black, have also received the forg~r s attenti_ons. _Ln the first. two m~n~ 
tioned the imitations are very good, !auly close m design an_d colour, w!nle 
the perforation correctly gauges 14. The crest, a coffee tree m full bearmg, 
does not, however, possess the fine definition of the genuine stamp. ln t!1e 
£10 forgery the paper is correctly watermarked, Crown C.C., but here tne 
forger has tripped, in. that he has evidently used a fiscfll stamp of corres­
ponding size, but perforated 15 instead of 14. 

Transvaal. 
The £5 orange and violet, King Edward, TRANSVAAL (S.G. No. G60), 

catalogued at £16 unused, and not priced used, is the latest forgery to bf~ 
discovered. "Used" copies of this were recently offered in· London at 
about £5 each. The paper; watermarked (Single C.A.), and perforation are 
correct, the paper basis having been obtained by discharging the coloured 
impression of some other st.amp. There are, however, many ways of detect­
ing the counterfeit-chiefly the design and colours are incorrect. Regarding 
the colours, the forgery is nearer to purple than to violet, while the orange 
of the central oval is too reddish. In the design of the forgery, the crown 
at the top is hea,vy, .and the jewels can hardly be seen; in the lspandrel 
ovals, over and under the value of £5, the fine lines of shading are not clean 
cut, but flattened out, and close up to form solids in parts. The little orna­
ments on the inside of the frame below " T " of " POSTAGE" are mal­
formed and probablv afford the best. method of detecting the forgery from 
the original. The King's forehead is also too white in the forgery. Col­
lectors are, unfortunat.ely, all too ready to accept anything that, looks like 
the genuine stamp, especially if the wa(erma.rk. and perforation are correct. 
They should not take too much on trust, and especially in the higher value 
Colonials, should carefully study every detail before purchasing. 

&,\-..---~•~~~~~~~---~•..._....... ...... ...._~ 

I ~ ! REVIEWS. I ;{: I 
I I New Books for the Collector's Library. ~ l 
rf..-....-... ........................... ~~~·~~~ ................................. ,~tt, 

Stanley Gibbons Priced Catalogue of the British Empire, 1923 
(STANLEY GIBBONS, LIMITED, 391 STRAND, LONDON, 7/6.) 

Never has any philatelic publication been mere eagerly and pnhaps 
impatiently antkipated than the new edition of the Red Gibbom. 

Dealing with the South African Colonies first, we find quite a few im­
portimt changes. The Union of South Africa has been treated more liber­
ally in the mat,t.er ,)f shades, while we note that the various varieties of thP 
postage dues are mentioned but not priced. The £1 used is very reasonablv 
priced at 12/6, while the 10/- is, in our opinion, underpriced at 2/-. · 

Turning to the Cape of Good Hope, we find that the issues of 185:3 1855-8 
and 1863-4 show no change in price. There is, however, some adv;nce in 
pr-ice in the Woodblocks. In the Edwardian issue of 1902 there has been a 
general rise. 
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NOW RE.ADY 

1923 PRICE LIST 
OF 

BRITISH COLONIAL STAMPS. 

This book of 100 pages gives our actual selling price,for neE.rly 
all British Colonial Stamps. A charge of 1/- is made, which will 
be refunded against orders. 

Our stock is now exceptionally complete in stamps of all 
countries, Colqnial and Foreign. Lists of requirements receive 
careful attention and all shamps submitted are subject to approval. 

We are prompt purchasers of good collections and rare stamper, 
but state price wanted. , 

Whatever· your interests are in stamps, it is worth while 
writing. 

BRIDGER KAY, LTD., 
170, Strand, London, W.C. 2., England. 

00+-g)s~1- +-g)s~-+ +-g)s·~-+ +-g)s~-+ +-~-~-+ +-g)s·!G-+ +-g)I~1- +-~--~-+ +-g)s-~-+00 

~ ~ 
, H. L. KAPLAN, f 
~ PHILATELIC EXPERT, ~ 
; -- $ 
I Wanted for Cash, Stamps and Collections. I 
* HIGHEST PRICES PAID. * 
~ ~ f Please call at ' 

~ 15, JEPPE ARCADE, ~ 
~ ~ 

* * ~ IIO, COMMISSIONER STREET, ~ 

$ Phone to 1971, Central.-Write to Box 6230, $ 
~ N ~ t JOHAN ESBURG. t 
* . * ~ +-g)s·~-+ +~❖~-+ +-~Kg-+ +-g>g .. iG-+ +-g>g•iG-+ +-g>g•iG-+ +-~>I~-+ +-g>g•iG-+ +-~K~-+ ~ 
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Many of the ra,rer Natal stamps, previously unpriced, are. now priced, 
wnile 5ome of the earlier issues show a very slight rise. The singfo. C.A. 
Edwardians show a general all-round increase, the other Edwardian issues 
remaining unchang~d. 

Regarding the Orange Free State and Orange River Colony, there is 
practically no change. We are, however, v~ry surprised to note that the 
5/- King Edward, previously quoted at 25/- unused and 20/ .. used, has been 
reduced to 20/- and 15/- respectively. This is a very scarce stamp, and we 
think Gibbons' price is very low indeed. 

No change in price has occurred in the Edwardian issues of the Trans­
vaal. Bechuanaland, however, shows a·good all-round increase. 

Rhodesia has, however, received a lot of :att,ention, The first issues 
remain practically unchanged. The Bulawayo provisionals of 1896, how­
ever, show an appreciable increase, also a slight increase in the Falls issue. 
'!'he last two issues of Rhodesia have been brought out of 'their previous 
scrappy condition to immething nearer completeness, though we doubt 
whether it will ever be possible to include every shade of these chameloen 
stamps. The various dies and perforations of the " Admirals " are now 
very fully quoted and priced. 

Regarding other countries, we observe that the, Edwardi9.n and Georgfon 
issues of Great, Britain have been revised, and include new shades. ln 
British Guiana the 1862 issue has been greatly improved upon, while in 
Canada the revision has been drastic. India has been very muC'h i,nproved 
upon, while the list.s of India Native States have been added to. 

Malta has been re-written so far as stamps of type 1 are concerned, 
while the " Cents " issue of Nova Scotia has been revised. 

Turning to Australians, Tasmania has been thoroughly revisEid and 
re-written, while the middle issues of Victoria have also received attention. 

Generally speaking, most of t.he Crown Colonies have been revieed with 
many more ,shades included, careful attention having been devoted to the 
green and yellow papers. In this volume more rare stamps are priced than 
formerly, and despite all the excellent improvements of the catalogue, the 
price has been reduced 25 per cent. · 

It. is impossible to note in detail all of the various improvements that 
have been made, but, after having read our few brief remarks, the collector 
will realise that this publication is orie which above all others he MUST 
have. 

The Postage Stamps of France. 

By SIR Jn.MES R. ANDREW CLARKE, Bart., C.B., C.lVI.G., F.R.P.S.L, 

Published by Messrs. Frank Godden, Ltd., 359 Stiand, London, W.O.2. 

Price 5s. (De Luxe Edit,ion, 15s.) 

All of the standard works on France have· hitherto been published in 
F1 ench, which to many collectors ha,s been a source of. embarrassment. 'J'his 
work, being in English, is all the more welcome, and the author ha~ dealt 
~ith his subject in a masterly manner. Each ~tamp of every issue i~ taken 
m 1Urn and dealt with exhaustively, while va}uable information, hitherto 
unpublished, is given regarding Tete-beche varieties, newspaper, unpaid 
letter stamps, and e,ssa,ys. Excellent plates illustrating unique piee:<es, tete­
bec:he varieties, and forgeries are included, and , ne chapteJ bas been de­
voted to the vexed question of how to differentiate between the issues of the 
Mother Country and those of her Colonies. 

. This book will appeal to the general eollector and specialist alike, and 
will also prove of great, value to the trade. 
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Yon hegan 1923 well when yon decided to take "The Sonth African Philatelist,'" which 
has the interests of the Hobby at heart. Continue in good works and deal with 

THE SOUTHERN STAMP COMPANY. 
Which in its own interests, will put your interests first. 

For anything in accessories, from an1ount to a 1norocco bound,specialist's album, fron1 
a single stamp to a large selection. write to 

THE SOUTHERN STAMP COMPANY, 
To dispose of duplicates. loose Jots of common South African and ·other stamps or of 

valuable collections, write to· 
THF. SOUTHERN STAMP COMPANY. 

The future of the hobby depenils on a constant inflow of recrnits to the Philatelic ranks. 
For this purpose it is essential that there should be available for the younger generation 
a gnpp]y of the commoner stamps and less expensive accesso1·ies at really low prictis. 
The firm which has shops acting as its agents in twenty two 8011th African towns, which 
has cut the prices of packets and albums to the lowest possible· level and which excludes 

reprints, forgeries and suchlike "disconragers" is 
THE SOUTHERN STAMP COMPANY. 

More shop-agents are wanteil in all parts of Africa and liberal terms are offered, whilst to 
anyone e:ffec'ting an introrlnction which leads to the opening of an a,ganc:\·, a con1mlssion 
will be paid. Full particulars and samples, jf required, will be sent to responsible 

persons applying to 
THE SOUTHERN STAMP COMPANY, 

Though business is chiefly conducted by post, the manal!ement will he h11pp)· to meet 
Philatelists in Durhan by appointment, To meet collectors and talk collecting the prime 

consideration; "business" not insisted on, 
Reference permitted ffl the Editor. 

THE SOUTHERN STAMP COMPANY, Durban, 
(Agents for Messrs, Bright & Son, London). 

P.O. Box 1677. 

MALTA. 
KING GEORGE. ALL MINT, 
Pairs and Blocks of all can be supplied. 

Block CA Script CA 

¼d 
½d 
ld 
2d 
2½d 
3d 
3d the rare shade 
6d 
1/- emeralil, surfaced ... 
1 1- emerald, throughout 
2'-
2/6 
5'-
ld on 2d ... . .. 
SELF GOVERNMENT 
¼d 
½d 
ld 
2<1 
2½d 
3d 
6d 
1/· 
2'-
2'6 
5!· 

s. d s. d. 

I 
2 3 

3 
4 5 
5 

I 0 
9 I 0 

2 6 
4 0 

4 0 5 0 
10 0 
10 0 

1½ 
OVERPRINT. 

2 
1½ 

2 

4 
4 

0 
0 I 3 
6 

5 0 

4 0 

7 6 

ZULULAND. 
Mint. Fine used 

s. d. s. d 
1888-93 on ½d Gt. Britain o 4 o 4 

,, ld ... 1 o o 10 
,,2d ... *16 16 
., 2½d 4 o *3 o 
., M 4 6 4 6 

4d 3 o 3 o 
,, 5d 8 6 
,, 6d ,, 5 6 5 6 
,, id Natal 2 6 

~d ,, no stop 4 o 
.. 6d ,. ... 7 6 

1894-96 ½d bicoloured o 3 
ld o 3 
2½d o 10 
3d *1 o 
6d ,. I 6 
11- green 1 9 
2/6 bicoloured 
41. " ... 10 6 
on ld Natal ... I 0 

* Pairs and blocks pro ra ta. 

0 3 
0 3 

I 0 
I 6 

*J i 
IO 6 

I 0 

Cash with Order, 

Postage extra on orders under 5'-

A. W. TYRRELL, 
Established 1891. 

63, Cannon Street, LONDON, E.C.4., (close to Mansion House Station). 
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The Postage Stamps of Soviet Russia. 
By SERGE F. IEVLEFF. 

This small book contains an enumeration of all Soviet Russian stamps, 
with dates of issue and gives an ide,1 of the intreest in Philately in this 
cn111try. A special note for c.ollectoJs who want to excha~ge with Russian 
collectors may also be of interest. It runs as folk,ws: Owmg to a Govern­
ment monopoly for all foreign trade, no stamp exchange sending may be 
forwarded to Russian collectors directJy. All sendings must. be put in 
double covers, the inner one bearing the name and address of your corres­
pondent and the other the address as follows: 

Mr. F. Tchoutchin, Government Representative on Philatelic Funds, 
Tverskoy Boulevard 12, Moscow, Russia. 

Catalogue Historique et descriptive des Timbres 
<le la Paste Aerienne. 

By THEODORE CHAMPION, 13 Rue Drouot, Paris, 2c. Edition, 1922. 
Price, Fr. 10. 

The second edition of this catalogue is a most complete guide for col­
lectors who wish to specialise in this pa.rt of our hobby. It gives a full 
description of all Air Stamps and cancellations with date of issue, and it 
should be in the possession of every collector. 

Collectors' Club Philatelist, Vol. I. No.• 4. 
Published by The Collectors' Club, New York City. 

These issues contains a very fine article about, the Three Cents. 1851, 
and gives some useful inforniation for the specialists. 

The Secret of the J.P. S. 
By Mrs. H. P. TERRY, 22 Kempshott Road, London, W.C.16. 

Price 7d. post free. 
The Junior Philatelic Society was founded by Mr. Fred J. Melville over 

twenty-one years ago, and is now the largest philtelic society in existence. 
In the above-mentioned pamphlet, which is luxuriously printed and inter­
spe_rsed with humorous sketches, Mrs. Terry, the Honorary Secretary, de­
scribes t-he Society's numerous activities and appeals for more members. 

Oswald Marshs' 10% New l11sue Service. 
, • . . . . !, 

A brochure is just to hand from this firm giving all details ancl ,,on­
ditions of their excellent 10 per cent. New Issue Service. 'rhe firm is estab­
lished in Norwood, London, S.E.19, and claim to have been longer in the 
New Service business than any other dealer in London, so they conse­
quently know the business thoroughly. Details will willingly be forwarded 
on request. 

LATE NEWS. 

Union of South Africa, 

A few. specirne.ns of the ld. (postage) have just been discovered with 
NO WATERMARK. Full details will appear in the next issue. 
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Correspondence. 

Mr. W. J. Harrington, of Pretoria, writes as follows: 

"Mav I be allowed to make a suggestion in respect of the new journal 
you are about to issue. I have followed with great interest the careers of 
your predecessors, and it has occurred to me that if you could include in 
this publication some item of SUSTAINED interest you might, secure the 
success of your undertaking. 

" Practically every stamp collector a.s well as every philatelist in this 
country has a more or less good collection of stamps of the various He­
pu blic.s. Colonies and Provinces of S.A., but it is not easy in this country 
to secure access to handbooks dealing with the various countries. 

" In your ' Articles ' could not a series of articles be written by special­
ists suitable for all classes of collectors on each of the various divisions of 
British S.A. r These papers should not be confined to the. earlier issues. 
which are beyond the reach of the average South African !Collector, but 
should mainly deal with the issues which are now easily collectable. 
Articles such as I have roughly outlined would, I am convinced, not only 
be of great use to you as publishers, but would probably be the means of 
recreating interest in philately. ' Perforation ' has done a deal of good. 
but the articles wanted are for the moderately advanced collector, who 
is desirous of modestly· specialising. 

" I have also wondered whether it would be possible for you to publish 
in serial form a check list of all British S.A. stamps with all varieties 
known. One hears of so many unca.talogued varieties. and it is often hard 
to decide whether or not fo -buy in the absence of authent.ic advice." 

Concerning art.icles, we naturally have to cater for the general collector 
and specialist alike. We have made arrangements for futm·e issues to 
publish articles dealing with stamps of the various S.A. British Colonies. 
and articles of general philatelic interest, and thus hope to create the 
" sustained interest " ment.ioned by our correspondent. Regarding the pub­
lishing in serial form of all known varieties. whether catalogued or not. 
brings us to a rather tough proposition. Gibbons, Yvert, and other stan­
dard works have already catalogued most of the known varieties, but their 
lists are not complete. If readers would furnish us with the fullest possible 
details of any· uncatalogued, but genuine va.rieties, we shall certainly pub­
J;sh them. fog-ether with the source of information, from time to time. We 
thank Mr. Harrimrton for his views, and would welcome hearing from others 
on this snbjert.-EDITOR. 

YVERT & TELLIER'S 
1923 Catalogue. 

c_opies can be supplied by our Publisher, 

Mr. H. BLOM, P.O. Box 5826, Johannesburg, 

at 12/6 post free. Early application is advisable. 
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(I11co1'}:orati11a: "T/,e Union Pl1ilatelist" ancl "QuartNl!i Review of Philately''! 

Edited by G. vY. REYNOLDS 

Published by H, BLOM. Box 532(\, Johannesburg. 

OFFICIAL ORGAN : The Johannesl:urg United Philatelic Scciety; The Pretoria Philatelic 
Society; The East Rand Philatelic Society; Philatelic Society of Natal ; The Cape Town Philatelic 
Society; The East London Philatelic Society; The Port Elizabeth Philatelic Society and the West 

African Philatelic Society. 

VoL. I. l\Iarch 1st, 1923. No. 2. 

TOPICS OF THE MONTH. 

PERHAPS we shall be forgiven if on this occasion w.i exceed our Edi­
torial modesty by referring to the many letters we have received, 
complimenting us on our first issue. To produce an lHJ-to-datc 

,Journal locally is no easy matter, but we shall continue to give our readers 
what we think they will appreciate most. The Journal is m:magr•d by a 
coJl,,ctor for the benefit of collectnrs, and as no dealer has any ,·oice in the 
management, philatelists will realise that they have a paper which wiil 
cater for their wants, and give them reliable, unbiassed advice. A little 
encouragement goes a long way, and we are more than pleased to find that 
our first issue has been so well received. 

South West African Issue. 

Opinion may be divided as to whether this issue really WAS necessary, 
but the "noes" certainly have it. Unfortunately, some Governments these 
days are all too ready to bring forth new issues, whether necessa.ry or not, 
well knowing that a goodly sum of money is realised by philatelists pur­
chasing stamps which never see any postal duty. No doubt the Union 
Government never thought of philatelists when this issue was under con­
siderat.ion, but we fail to see any necessity for this isue at all. Geographi-

. cally, and in other ways, the Territory is an integral part of the Union, and 
being governed by the Union under mandate, why could not the stamps of 
the Union suffice ? 

And now ·for the overprint itself. The overprint in both official lan­
guages is of course necessary, but why overprint one st.amp in English and 
the next in Dutch ? Surely an overprint. similar to the current Bechuana­
land Protecto-rate would have served the purpose. With the English over­
print vertically on one side and Dutch. similarly the other, no overcrowding 
would take place. As it is, Philatelists must perforce collect two different 
sets of stamps for the same country, which is absurd and unnecessary. 
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London International Stamp Exhibition. 
Although somewhat late in the day, we would draw the attention of 

South African collectors to the above Exhibition, due to be held in London 
from 14th to 26th May. The Hon. Secretary hp.s_ forwarded us a few copies 
of the syllabus, and we should be pleased to forward a copy to any col­
lector seriously contemplating sending Home his exhibit. It is to be hoped 
that South African collectors will be well represented at this Exhibition, 
and that some of the awards will find their way out to our country. 

r--------~~~~-;;--------r 
I NEW ISSUES AND VARIETIES, I 
l The Editor particularly wishes to obtaiu the earliest information of New Issues, etc. l 
l Kindly refer to notices on page ii. l ~-----·~..._... _ _.,...._.~.-....---------·-,._._...._..,_._.~ 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 
Id. No Watermark. 

'fhrough the courtesy of Mr. M. P. Vallentine, we ar-e able to give a 
few details of this very fine error, which has only recently come to light. 
In the normal sheet of stamps, the decorated pillar which separates the top 
panes from the two lower pane.s bears no watermark. In this instance, 
however, the sheet was evidently printed one stamp space too high_ which 
caused the watermark to appear in the decorated portion separatin~ the 
panes. The row of stamps beneath this bore no watermark at all. Owing 
to thi!< displacement 12 copi11s with no watermark are found in the centre 
of the sheet, while the top horizontal row of twelve stamps also have no 
watermark. The total number of copies known is therefore 24. This fine 
error is undoubtedly one of the finest of any Union variety so far discovered. 
It is also interesting to note that the stamps adjoining those which have 
no watermark have the watermark inverted. 

½d. Plale 5, Error of Perforation. 
Referring to our notes of last issue, Mr. H. A. Palmer, Denver, informs 

us that supplies of the ½d. received by the Postmasters of Denver and Ger­
miston all contained this error of perforation. This was about the middle 
of January. 

Cigarette Tax Labels Used as Postage Dues. 
In our la.st issue we published a letter from the Postmaster-General, in 

which he st,ated that the Postmaster, Fordsburg, acted under a inisappre­
ment also stated that these labels were NOT intended to be used in the 
manner they had been. 

Since the above was written, we have had a letter brought "to our notice 
from the Postmaster, Durban, to the Pr-esident. of the Philatelic Society of 
Natal, reading: 

Cigarette Tax and Postage Due Stamps. 
I beg to acknowledge your letter of the ·14th inst. upon the above 

subject, and to inform you that this office- was duly authorised to use 
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½d. Cigarette Tax Labels in place of Postage. Due Stamps on August 22nd 
and 2.3rd lasL 

Durban, 
15th September, 1922. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

(Sgd.) E. PRICE, 
Postmaster . 

In order to obtain a ruling on this issue as well, we cornnrnnicated with 
the Postmaster-General, quoted this letter, and received the following reply: 

Sir,- With reference to your letter of the 5th inst., in connection 
with cigarette duty labels having been u sed on insufficiently prepaid 
correspondence at Durban, I have to confirm my reply to your previous 
letter regarding a similar occurrence at Fordsburg. These labels are 
only intended for cigarette duty purposes, and their use has NOT b een 
extended in any other direction. 

Pretoria , 
7th February, 1923. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Sgd.) M. BUXTON FORMAN . 

for Postmaster-General. 

\\'hile entires bearing these labels are of interest, they certainly have 
no postal status, since they were never officially authori sed, and we tnis ~ 
that the matter is now finally disposed of. 

South West Africa. 
lf there is anyone who deserves the whole-hearted thanks of South 

African Philatelists. it is Mr. M. L. Levitt, of Windhoek . With fr equ ent 
telegra·ms and letters, this gentleman has constantly kept us advised of 

doings in the Protectorate, and we can 
now give a few mon'l details. The fine8t 
variety which has so far been discovered 
is the 2d. with OVERPRINT INVERTED. 
Only one sheet of 240 stamps was dis­
covered, and this was found at Usakos. 
We know for a. fact that a very e·areful 
look-out was kept at the Government 
Printing Works for errors of this nature, 
so this makes this item all the rarer. It 
is highly improbar-le tha.t any other 
sheets will be found with OVERPRINT 

INVERTED, so this item should be well sought after. 

Our correspondent informs us that a colon (: ) appears before the letter 
" A " of "Africa" in every sheet he has so far examined in all values, the 
position of this minor variety being the fourth stamp in the second row 
of the top left pane. In our last issue we gave details of the "Wes" error 
(" t" omitted). which so far has been found in the ½d. value only. Evi­
dently the forme which was used for overprinting the right bottom pane of 
the sheet was also used for the overprinting of the postage dues. 

In sheets of the Post.age Dues our correspondent sent us, the " t " of 
"West" is entirely missing in the 2d. , while in the ½d., Id .. l½d., 3d., 5d., 
and 6d. the "t " is missing and in its place a very faint , indistinct vertical 
stroke is found. On first examination it would appear that the " t " was 
broken, but on more ca.refnl examination the " t" is entire1v missing, and 
the faint stroke which is found is caused by the space having shifted up­
wards and printing, owing to the forme not being sufficiently tight-ly locked. 

Our correspondent has also kindly brought to our notice another very 
interesting item in which the overprint has been so displaced that the words 
'' South West" and "Zuid West" appear in the margin above the stamps, 
while the bottom row only shows the words . " Africa" and "Afrika." The 
re.st of th e stamps in this sheet consequently show the word " Africa " on 
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the top of the stamp and "South West" at the bottom. Only one sheet 
was discovered thus. In some cases the overprint was so badly displaced 
that a portion of it appeared on one stamp and the rest on the other, while 
broken letters, bad alignment and smudges due to faulty printing are hy 
no means scarce. No doubt the Government Printing \Vorks, Pretoria., are 
badly overcrowded at the moment, but nevertheless, while not wishing tc, 
be uncharitable, we cannot help but think that a schoolboy let loose with 
a box of type could have dqne better. 

Ascension. 
This little isbind now has its own stamps. The first issue consists of 

the overprint ASCENSION in heavy sans serif capitals across the top of 
the old type stamps of St. Helena.. All are printed in rectangular sheets 
cf 60, from Plate 1, and all with Script Watermark except the ls. All 
values are overprinted in black except the ls., which is in red, and were 
first issued in November last. 

Mauritius. 
Our esteemed correspondent, Staff Sergeant-Major Tomkins, sends us 

the current 5c. K.G. in which the slate is much darker and the carmine 
much brighter than usual. The paper is also much thinner and whiter, 
while plate No. 10 appears for the first time. Mr. Tomkins also mentions 
t,hat .there is no philatelic society or auctioneer on the island. 

Notes on Early T ransvaals. 
By E. BEUTHIN. 

My object in writing notes on .the early issue of the Transvaal is to 
endeavour to popularise these interesting stamps. The difficulty in dis­
criminating between the different printings is gre,it, I admit, but therein 
lies the fascination of the hobby. Are we to consider that no pleasure is to 
he derived from studying a difficult subject, with all its intricacies ? If so. 
it is indeed strange that on reference t.o the Royal Philat.elic Society's 
Journal such an eminent collector as Mr. Park should contribute interesting 
art;cles on such a difficult subject as plating early issues. My experience 
inclines me to the belief that the majority of collectors hrwe very little 
idea of the enormous amount of pleasure, to be derived from a hobby o, 
pursuit if thoroughly studied. In other words. the usual way of collecting 
stamns is to examine them before purchase, stick them in an album t.o he 
gazed at -occasionally as a youngster of five would look through his picture 
book. These remarks may appear scathing, but are nevertheless true. 

About the year 1869, it was decided by the Transv~al Government, to fall 
into line with the other Colonies and have an issue of stamps. A Mr. Otto, 
of Mechlenburg, was instructed to make plates of 1d .. 6d., and ls. values, 
:md forward them with the necessary printing press, ink, paper, etc., but 
the finances of the Government were in such an unfortunate position that 
it was unable to send the amount charged, £50. The difficulty, however, 
was surmounted bv instructing Otto to print a certain number of stamps 
ati.d sell them to dealers; this enabled the plates to be released. In 1871 
the neeo ol a, threenennv stamp presented itself. and Otto was instructed 
to prepare a plate of that value, but of a somewhat, different design, obiec­
tion lravin!l" been taken to the scarecrow int,ended to repre·sent an eagle. 
Subsequently a sixpenny ulate w~.s ordered of the sa.me design, but does 
not seem to have ·survived more than the one. printing from Germany, no 
local printing hav;ng been made. The penny. sixpennv. and shilling nlat-es 
when received by the Government were handed to a Mr. Viljoen, who, by 
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the way, had no experience in printing, with instructions that he shoi..lkl 
prepare a certain number of the different. denominations. .Strangely enough. 
his first prints on the paper sent from Germany were fair ly good, but later 
on became execrable; . evidently his way of relieving. h,mself of tile unwel­
come job. The plates, including the threeperiny, were tlten handed over to 
Mr. Boerins, of Potchefstroom, who printed for the Government for two or 
three years. In 1874 penny and sixpenny stamps were .printed by Messrs. 
Peter Davis, and Company, of •Maritzburg, the plate being subsequently 
handed to the Stamp Commission in Pretoria, who ,p;·inted all the subse­
quent issues. 

I do not, in this issue, propose to go into the detai ls of the different 
printings, but will close my remarks by showing ·how simple it is to dis­
tinguish between a genuine stamp arrd a forgery of- the original ld., Gd., and 
ls. I am prepared to admit that the· 3il. presents s~me rlifficulty to a novice 
by reason of the fact that when the 3d. plate was ordered, Otto was clever 
enough to make a plate for himself, in addit:on to the one sent to the Tra11s­
vaal. Paper, colouring matter, and style of printing will, however, enable 
one with practice to distinguish the difference. 

No. 1 Genuine. No. 2 Forgery 

On reference to illustration No. 1, it will be seen that the beak of the 
eagle is small; in every forgery it is large, and looks more I ike a snout, as 
in No. 2. The "D" in "Eendra.ght" touches the top of the label; in the 
forgery the inscription " Eendraght maakt rnagt" is too well and evenly 
drawn. The pole in the lower left corner is double lined, in the right 
corner solid, in the forgery they are both double lined. It was the intention 
that the label should he double lined, and for this reason the poles were 
not brought quite up to it ; the extra. line, however, not being inserted tht! 
poles remained detached from the label ; this test also applies to where the 
poles should touch the shield. Evidence of the intention that the shiE'lcl 
should be double lined can be se,en on the left. In the forgery it will be 
seen that the poles are joined both to the label and the shield. These are 
the easy t,ests which will be sufficient if the stamp is well printed; if ·not, 
there is still the colour and paper to h elp--with a little practice a forgery 
t•an lJc d et_ected by the colour. alone. There is no diffi culty in picking up a 
few forgeries for comparison-- -they are not rarities. 

In my next notes I will endeavour in a simplified way to show how to 
distinguish between the different printings . 

(To be continued.) 
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East Africa and Uganda. 
Erro1 s and Varieties of the 4c. Provisionals, 1919. 

By G. W. REYNOLDS. 
ln tliis issue the only variety which is listed by Messrs. Stanley Ui buuus' 

is. No. 62a " bars omitted." A few more very interesting varieties are, 
however, in -existence, but these have hitherto been known to a lumted if.'.w 
only. Some three years ago a, philatelist in East Africa purehased a iew 
sheets of the surcharged issue over the. counter in the usual way, and on 
arrival at his office found that one sheet had something " very much tlle 
matter with it." This particula,r sheet had been folded over when sur­
charged, thus the portion which was folded received the surcharge on the 
BACK of the stamps. The rest of the surcharge went on to the blotting 
paper, a sheet of which was inserted between each sheet oi stamps to. 
prevent them sticking together. The remaining portion of the sheet of 
stamps which was not covered by the part folded over, I""ceived tl1e sur­
charge, but this was very much displaced. The first illustration shows 
this, while the second is the top left corner in which some fine varieties 
will be seen. The top row is of course normal, likewise the last three 
stamps in the second row. The first stamp, second row, shows the "cents" 
missing, while in the second, 01iiy a portion of. this word appears. The 
thuii row has no surcharge, since the sheet was so folded that these stamps 
were covered up. In the whole she-et, which conRists of 120 stamps (two 
hmizontal panes of sixty each), the following is a synopsis of the varieties: 

(a) Surcharge Omitted (in pair with normal). 
Only six vert.ical pairs are obtainable in which the surcharged stamp 

is well centred, the lower having no surcharge. In addition, seven rnore 
horizontal pairs are obtained, the left stamp being the one with nu sur­
charge, but in these, the surcharge on the right stamp is considerably 
misplaced. 

(b) Surcharge (sideways) on bade 
Twenty-eight copies are found with the surcharge appearing on the 

Lack of the stamps. The surcharge is sideways, while the complete sur­
charge does not appear on one single stamp; only port.ions of it appearing 
at each sid\l of the stamp, as can be seen in the illustration. 

(c) Bars only-4 cents omitted. 
Only four copies of this variety exist. Strictly speaking, only two 

stamps show the complete grill, the rernaini1w two show a portion of it 
only. Tf vertical strips of three are taken, witl1 the centre stamp showing 
the grill only (or portion of it) the top stamp has the nunual surcharge, 
with the bottom stamp without surcharge-certainly a very interesting strip. 

I must offer my best thanks to Mr. R. W. Hawkes, of Johannesburg, for 
kindly lending· the sheet so, that the necessary half-tone blocks could be 
prepared. '!'he sheet has changed hands once or twice at a very nice 
figure, and 1s, at the moment, unbroken. lt is to be hoped that the owners 
will break up the sheet and thus permit collectors to include one or two 
more very Iine rare items in their collections. 

A RARE CHANGE FOR SPECIALISTS. 
The very rare ld. Union, overprinted 
" Bechuanaland Protectorate" I can 
supply single copies, pairs or blocks of 
four, price on a p;:,)ication. 

\Vrite :-"Collector" 

50, Bowden Road, Observatory, C.P. 

FOR SALE, 

RHODESIA. Gibbons No. 220 mint 
blocks of 4 at 7/-. No. 227 at 20/-. 
Try my approvals, all countries. Ca.rie 
'l'riangu'ars wanted for Cash. 

H, l\Iallet-Veale, Kafue, 

North Rhoilesi,1. 
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TOP Shewing the 
upper left corner of the 
sheet with the 'Surcharge 
omitted-in pair with . 
normal" varieties. 

BOTTOM. Illustrating the sheet 
folded ovAr and the "Surcharge on 
back" varieties. 

27 
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RHODESIA, King George, 
2½<1. lllue perf. 15 (No. 207 cat. 5/-) 

per 1 per 12 
2/- 20!-

.MOZAMBIQUE· CO. Provis. 1920. 
l½ on.2½ c., l½ on 5 c., 2 on 2½c. /set 3 cat. 4'-) ti- 10'-
A bove and½ on 30 c. j l:m 1 c. (eet 5 cat. 11/-J 4·_ 40'-
Complete set No. 188'196 (set 9 cat. 25 _, ... . .. ......._ 10/- 100 -

MINT, USED, PAI.RS. BLOCKS. 
unused current British Colonial Stamp& in sets also will be accepted for remittances. 

EXCHANGE. 
Wanted to exchange the above and many other for British Colonial stamps. Also 

Portuguese Africans. Basis Gibbons or Yvert 

J. VAN DOR. 0 S, P.O. Box 185, 
Salisbury, Rhodesia . 

• ,-11,_,)_t,_t_,_,,_11,_o_,,_a,_G~~GD-CID-GD-CID-GD-G~QO-Gt_cm_4,_'b_G+ 

. E. BEUTHIN, I 
STAMP DEALE.R. I 

Expert in Rare S1.amps. 

Specialist in Colonial lmperforates and 
Triangulars. 

Cape I 
I 

17, GREEN'S BUILDINGS, i 
Commissioner Street, Johannesburg. i 

i P.O. Box 6749. Telephone 1953. I 
+-----------GD-GD-fD-GD_,G~-•-G-~----

Early British Colonials. 
I am dispersing a choice collection in exceptionally fine condition. Prices 

· average ½rd catalogue 

Also a fine specialised collection of EDWARDIAN and Gl<lORGIAN issues, 
mint and superb used, mostly at ½ catalogue. 

Selections can be sent on approval to responsible applicants. References please. 

J. BIRD, 
31, Ellerby Street. Fulham, London, S. W. 6. England. 

PLEASE MENTION THE S.A. PHILATELIST WHEN 

REPLYING TO ADVERTISERS. 
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,-,.--...----+·-·-....... ·-··---·-.. ·---..--...,--·--·-f·--+·-..-....--~ 
I ;; l SOCIETY NEWS. l ~t I 
~ ~ Items of interest from the various centres. i i 
.;;..>•-••-.:•-·+·-·--·----··-··---·-·--··--·-•--=•-·---+-.·-"-~ 

Johannesburg United Philatelic Society. 

Pres.: Mr. S. L. War:ng. Hon. Sec.: Mr. I. Glasser, P.O. Box 4967. 
Meetings nre held every seeond and fonrtlt Tnesday in the Board Room, 

Trns~ Buildings, Fox Street, at 8 p.m. 

At the meeting of the Society held on Tuesday evening, 23rd Jannary. 
The chairman, Mr. S. L. Waring, was nnavoidably absent. Mr. C. E. 
Donne, of the East Rand Society, was elected to the chair, and presided 
over a splendid attendance, which included one lady. The usual prelimi­
nary business of the society having been completed, the rest of the evening 
was devoted Jo Mr. Coch's paper and exhibit of Rhodesia. Mr. Cocb's 
paper was ril'ost abiy prepared and was ca,refully followed by those present, 
while h!s collection was exceptionally complete in rare errors, v?JnetieB, 
and imperfs, and probably could not be beaten in any other part of the 
world. Mr. Coch was very heartily thanked for his paper and exhibit. An 
auction was then held. the only item of note being the Id. Union no water­
mark put up by Mr. M. P. Vallentine. The highest bid was £2, which was 
not accepted. 

A vote of thanks to the chair concludt•d a very enjoyable evening. 
(We have made arrangements for publishing Mr. J. E. M. Coch's able 

paper on Rhodesia in a future issue.~Editor_.) 
Despite the inclemency of the weather, quite a good attendance re­

sulted at the meeting of the Society held on the 13th ult. Mr. H. Blom 
was elected a member of the Society, while the rest of the evening was 
devoted to exhibitions of Union stamps. 

Mr. A. F. Johnstone exhibited his .collection, which for a comparative 
beginner shows much promise. The fea,ture of the evening was the exhi­
bition by Mr. G. W. Reynolds of his superb collection of Unions, in tbree 
volumes. Mr. Reynolds, in reply to a hearty vote of thanks for the treat 
Hfforded those present, pointed out that when collecting stamps it, was far 
better to concentrate on one or two countries rather thao endeavour to 
collect the whole world: while the postal history of the country collectt,d 
sh•rnld be carefully studied as well. A pair of the South-vVest African 2d., 
OVERPRINT INVERTED, was exhibited, while the usual auction and 
vote of thanks to the Chairman brought a very pleasant evening to a close. 

Philatelic Society of Natal. 

Pres.: Mr. W. P. Williams, F.R.P.S.L. Hon. Sec.: Mr. C. F. Skinner, 
Rox 588, Durban. 

Meetings are held second Monday each month, Y.M.C.A. Room, Durban, 
at 8 p.m. 

We were unfortunately unable to include in our last issue any reports 
from the Philatelic Society of Natal, but can now give details of two earlier 
meetings, although somewhat late. On ,fanuary Stll, Mr. W. P. \Villiams 
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presided over a good attendance, and two new members were elected. A 
letter was read from Mr. G. W. Reynolds in connection with the "S.A. 
Philatelist .. " 'l'he Chairman reported an interview with Mr. Reynolds per­
sonally, and urged all members to accord the paper their support. After 
discussion, the new magazine was appointed the official or'gan of the Society. 
A feature of the evening was a very fine display of the stamps of the Union 
by Mr. Webb. On December 11th one new member was finally elected and 
two new members proposed. Correspondence was read from the Permanent 
Executive of the British Philatelic Congress, and an appeal for funds for 
the "Arethusa " training ship was placed before the meeting. Mr. Riches 
displayea his remarkably fine collection of Ceylon, very strong in early 
issues, which attracted much attention. A hearty vote of thanks was 
accorded Mr. Riches for his display. 

Despite unpleasant weather, eleven members and one vi~itor turned up 
to the meeting on the 12th ult., Mr. W. P. Williams in the chair. A mun­
ber of new members were, proposed and provisionally elected, while it is 
pleasant to note that the number of new members far exceeds resignations. 

A letter was read signifying the re-acceptance by the Governor-General, 
H.R.H. Prince Arthur of Oonnaught, of the Patronship of the Society for 
the present year. After othe.r correspondence had been dealt with, Mr . 
. J. H. H. Chamberlain, F.R.P.S.L., read a paper on MethodR of Stamp 
Printing and Producq9n. Mr. Chamberlain's paper was a mine of infor­
mation, and ptoved most interesting and instructive·, dealing as it did with 
a subject, of ever-increasing interest. Later in the evenfog, Mr. Long dis­
played his collection of Unions, the feature of which was the very pleasant 
manner in which the collect.ion was mounted. Both gentlemen were 
heartily thanked for the interesting programme they had provided, and tJH, 
remainder of the time was spent in informal discussion and disposing of 
duplicates. 

Philatelists residing outside the Durban area can be {!nrolled as country 
members, and can receive and contribute to the ex(!hange packets. and 
when in .Durban are always sure of a welcome at meetings. The Secretary 
will be pleased to supply full partiGulars. • 

Pretoria Philatelic Society. 

Pres.: Mr. N. van Malsen. Hon. Sec.: Mr. A. P. Obermeyer, Box 680. 
Meetings are held at the Market Restaurant, every first and third 

Monday, at 8 p.m. 

Annual Dinner. 
The Annual Dinner and Meeting of the P.P.S. took place at the Stan­

dard Restaurant, Bank Lane, on the 19th ult. The function was an un­
qualified success, 20 members and 10 visitors being present. Visitors from 
Johannesburg included Mr. S. L. Waring, President of the J.U.P.S.: Mr. 
" Perforation," of the " Da.ily Mail " Staff; and Mr. G. W. Reynolds, Editor 
ef the " S.A. Philatelist." 

Special menus were prepared which were franked with stamps of the 
Pieters burg issue (without initials), and overprinted " Annual Dinner, 
P.P.S., 1923." The dinner consisted ·of: 

Creme de Volaille (not too vividly watermarked). Fried Soles. 
Sauce Tartar (Tete beche. if desired). Veal Cntlets Vichy (blocks of 
four recommended). Saddle of Lamb Sonbis (New Mint type, not the 
obsolete type which is very sheep). Roast Stuffed Chicken. (Beware! 
This is some Fowl Forgery.) Cold: Ham. Ox Tongue (For Accc1mu­
lators-not discriminating collectors.) Vegetables: Green Peas. Red 
nabbage, Baked and Boiled Potatoes. (Worth 1ncluding in vour Alhmn 
if a non-flatulent one.) Sweets-for Junior Collectors only(?) Cafe 
Noir. (Vintage, 1st May, 1840.) 
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Toasts of the King and the Government of the Union of South Africa 
were given by the President, while Mr. Obermeyer, the Hon. Secretary, in 
a speech proposing the toast of the P .P.S., gave many interesting reminis­
-cences of the Society- from its early days. In the course of his speech, he 
handed the President, Mr. N. van Malsen, a box of cigars, as a small token 
of esteem from members of the Society. 

Mr. Chas. Hand spoke on philately in general, after which Mr. Klags­
brun, in a well delivered speech, pro2osed the toast of the visitors. Mr. 
Waring, on behalf of the J.U.P:S., and Mr. "Perforation" both suitably 
Teplied. Mr. Reynolds~also spoke, and in the course of his remarks pointed 
-out the aims and ambitions of the " S.A. Philatelist." While the tables 
were being cleared, Mr. Robertson, a fine acquisition to the Society, kept 
his audience in roars of laughter with humorous stories and recitations. 

Mr. J. E. M. Coch then exhibited his magnificent collection of Rho­
desians, which was spread out in sheets along the tables for convenience. 
This collection, which is most probably the finest in the world of this 
-country, shows a wonderful amount of research, and is complete with all 
the fine, rare errors. The exhibit attracted a great deal of attention, and 
was carefully examined by all present. while Mr. Coch received a very well 
deserved vote of thanks for the philat~lic treat afforded them. 

,vith this event the Society celebrated its 25th year of existence, and 
judging from the enthusiasm and philatelic keenness, which always charae­
terises the usual meetings, the Society should still be going sirong another 
25 years hence. 

Philately in our country is still going strong, and we are pleased to 
:announce that another Society has been formed, this time at the Premier 
Mine. The Premier Mine Philatelic Club was inaugurated in January. 
Mr. C. F. Beck was elected President, and Major R. E. J. Kay Vice-Presi­
dent. The Hon. Sec. is Mr. C. A. Rouse, while members of Committee are: 
Messrs. A. W. J. Troy and A. Dawtrey. Meetings are held every second 
Tuesday in the month, in the Recreation Hall, .at 7.30 p.m. Visitors to the 
Mine are assured of a. very hearty welcome, and can always find Mr. Beck 
and other office-bearers at the Mine offices. We take this opportunity of 
wishing the new Society every success, and trust that the Hon. Secretary 
will favour us with a copy of the syllabus, and keep us well posted. 

East London Philatelic Society. 

Pres.: Mr. T. A. Harpur. Hon. Sec.: Mr. J. B. Levy, Box No. 372, E.L. 
Meetings are heid in the Sons of England Hall, North St.reet, on the 

third Friday of each month, at 8 p.m. Junior Society meetings are held at 
Selborne College, last. Friday each month. 

'The ordinary monthly meeting of the Society was h·2ld on the lf\th 
P.eh1na!·y. Eleven members and two juniors were present, Mr. T. A. Harpur 
presiding. 

'l'he display of the evening was an exhibEion of the stamps of Mozam­
bique and Lourenco Marques by Mr. Carnell. There were about 70 pages 
of the stamps shown, and every stamp was in perfect condition. 

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded Mr. Carnell for his very fine 
display, which was something out of the general run. 

The item for the next meeting to be held on March 16th is an exhibi­
tion by the junior members, and the members of the Society have promised 
to contribute stamps as prizes for the best exhibits. 

Mr. Courlander promised a special prize for the neatest and best 
arranged collection. 
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l ~ ! REVIEWS. I ;t I 
~ I New Books for the Collector's Library. I i 
~-......---+-..--..-~-·-............ ---·-._,,-----+~ ...... ~:::&s.. 

Rare Stamps- How to recognise them. 
By FRED J. MELVILLE. 

Published by the Melville Book Company, 26 Plumstead High Street, London 
Price 1/-. 

It is a real pleasure to rea,d any of Mr. Melville's books. and this one 
is no exception. In the first chapter, many interesting stories of early 
romances are told, and instances given where the love letters saved have 
had stamps on the envelopes worth fortunes. In another chapter, many 
instances are quoted of stamps changing hands at quite a premium above 
catalogue value, while the rest of t.he book is devoted to giving details of 
the rare stamps of Britain and her Colonies, also foreign countries. 

The frontispiece is a reproduction of the rarest stamp in the world-::­
the 1 cent. British Guiana, 1856, the only known copy of which was sold 
last year for £7,343, while numerous either illustrations of the world's 
classic rarities are also given. This book is so fascinating that the reader 
will not stop reading until he has reached the end. 

Correspondence. 

Mr. W. B. Gunn, Lady Grey, C.P., offers the following suggestions : 
(1) " Sug-gestions " Oolumns.-Since most collectors have a way of 

doing a thing peculiar to themselves, our conespondent suggests that if 
subscribers were invited to send a.long suggestions them would be a ready 
response, and the result will be a collection of useful "tips." 

(2) The eecond suggestion is the· issue of a leaflet to all sub~crihcrs who 
are .prepared to pay a small extra charge to cover cost, in which particulars 
caIJ. be given of new issues, " discoveries," errors, etc. 

Regarding the first suggestion. the idea is certainly. to be commended, 
arid we therefore invite subscribers to send along their suggestions. As 
soon as we have a respectable list of useful '' tips," we sha!I publish it. 
Conc,~rµing the second suggeetion, we hardly think this is workable. The 
issue of a leaflet would not cost much, but the difficulty is that it takeR a 
little while to prepare, and be printed, and at the sarn.e time, we hardly 
think there are sufficient new issues, errors, etc., to justify it. 

Mr. Lawrence Hill has written to us appealing for his disabled brother, 
who was badl:,,··roaimed during the Great War, and who .is, in consequence 
of. his wb1:1nds, quite unable to accept any employment. As a means bf 
earning a livelihood now he has taken up the exchange and sale of postage 
stamps, but unfortunately has not the means to purchase many. We 
would suggest that· Mr. Riffs brother should organise an Exchange Club, 
and especially as he is a married man with a wife and -three children to 
1,mpport-, we feel sure that all subscribers will give him their hearty sup­
port. Any stamps which can be sent to Mr. Hill for his. brother would be 
more than appreciated, and those who are desirous of helping should com­
municate with Mr. L. Hill, 19, Hyslop Road, Pietermaritzburg. 
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~nntb f bilaitlist. 
(Incon101·ating : "The Union Pl1ilatelist" and "'Quarterly Review of Philately") 

Edited by G. W. REYNOLDS. 

Published by H. BLOlI, Box 5826, Johannesburg. 

OFFICIAL ORGAN : The Johannesburg United Philatelic Society ; .The Pretoria Philatelic 
Society; The East Rand Philatelic Socie.ty; Philatelic Society of Natal; The Cape Town Philatelic 
Society ; The East London Philatelic Society ; The Port Elizabeth Philatelic Society and the West 

African Philatelic Society. 

VoL. I. April 1st'; 1923. No. 3. 

TOPICS OF THE MONTH. 

I N this issue the first of a series of articles on Rhodesia written by Mr_ 
J. E. M. Coch appears. Mr. Coch, who is the owner of the finest collec­
tion of Rhodesians in the world, is an acknowledged authority on this 

country, and needs no introduction to South African collectors. Specia1 
blocks have been prepared to illustrate the rare items. At a later date these 
articles will be grouped and classified, and published in book form. At the 
moment, while Rhodesia is one of the most popular countries, it is sur­
prising to find that so little has hitherto been written about this country; 
so we feel sure that there will be a brisk demand for this booklet when 
published. 

South West African Forgeries ? 
A great deal has already been written on the stamps recently issued by 

the S.W.A. Protectorate, and as far as we can see, much more has still to be 
said. Varieties with overprint inverted seem to he plentiful, but we have 
our doubts as to whether all a,re genuine. The 2d. with overprint inverted. 
is undoubtedly genuine, since we obtained copies from a more than reliable 
source in the Protectorate, while we recently heard from an unimpeachable 
quarter that the ls. 3d. had also been found in the Protectorate with over­
print inverted. We have lately seen copies of the ld. overprint inverted, 
but have purposely not chronicled these until we are convinced of their 
genuineness. 

In the "Rand Daily Mail" of March tith "Perforation" writes: 
" During th2 last, ten days I have seen sheets of inverted overprints of many 
values. missing words, and missing letters. irregular settings and other 
varieties. J have no hesitation in saying that these euors are faked." 

As the type used for the overprinting is of an ordinary kind, and as 
slwets of Union stamps can be pnrchased at any .Post Office in the Uni.on, 
it is a comparatively easy matter for anyone to manufacture varieties galore. 
On· the other hand, apart from the 2d. and ls. &'!., already chrcmiclPd, other 
values may exist with overprint inverted which may be gimuine. It would 
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certainly be improper and unfair to condemn these in advanc-P. lu tlie 
menntime, the 2d. and ls. 3d. are undoubtedly genuine, bnt we shall Ji,wc 
more to say on the subject of other values •with overprint inverted when we 
are. in a position to quote clrnpte1 and ve~·se. 

RHODESIA. 
By J. E. M. coim. 

Introduction. 
RHODESIA (so named after the late Cecil Rhodes) is an inland country, 

covering about 750,000 sq. miles, bounded S. and S.W. by the TransvaaJ, 
the Beclrnanaland Protectorate, and South-West Africa; W. by Portuguese 
vVest Africa; N.W. by Belgian Congo; N.E. by East Africa; and E. by British 
Nyassaland Protectorate and Portuguese East Africa. 

The country is naturally divided into two parts by the middle co,use 
of the Zambesi River, viz.: Southern Rhodesia and Northern Rhodcsi a, 
known prior to 1895 as Southern and Northern Zambesia. 

SOUTHERN RHODESIA is the high plateau lying between the Limpopo 
and Zambesi Rivers, and comprises the two provinces of Mashonaland and 
Matabeleland, having Salisbury (in Masltonaland) for its capital and seat 
of Government. 

NORTHERN RHODESIA.~Tile trans-Zambesi regions, viz.. North­
\Vestern and North-Eastern Rhodesia, were amalgamated under one Adminis­
tration, having its headquarters at Livingstone, which was founded in 1905. 

I would mention hem that tlrn Postal Administrations of N. and S. 
Rhodesia are independent, or rather separate, administrations, with a resi­
dent, head in each. Both use the same stamps, which are requisitioned for 
separately from the London Offices of the British South Africa Company. 

The, modern hislory of the country now known as Rhodesia, fornH~rly 
1he British South Africa Company, '.md commonly known as "the Char­
tered Company," commences from the early part of the 19th Century. Tn 
'November, 1837, the Transvaal Boers attacked and drove the native chief 
M.osilikatz(:.. and his tribe across the Limpopo River, where he settled and 
occupied the country now known as Matabeleland. In 1870, twc years after 
the death of Mosilikatze, Lobengula was invested with the chieftainship. 

Lobengula was apprnached by several " prospectors " seeking grants 
of concessions, and in 1871-72, two Englishmen, Mr. Baines and Sir-. John 
Swinburne, obtained cessions of mineral rights, but little was done to work 
these concessions. 

Early in 1888, Lobengnla had entered into a treaty of peace and amity 
with Great, Britain. Immediately thereafter, representatives of inflneiitial 
syndicates, direct.eel by Cecil Rhodes, namely, Messrs. Rudd, Maguire, and 
Thomson, were sent to Lobengula, with a view to obtaining certain con­
;:essions. On the 30th October, 1888, at Bulawayo, Lobengnla granted them 
complete control over all the metals and minerals in his country. Rhodes 
immediately set to work and bonght out the earlier concessionaires, Messrs. 
Baines and 8winburne, and united all interests in the British South Africa 
Company, whose directors were Cecil Rhodes, Alfred Beit. the Duke of 
Abercorn, the Duke of Fife, Lord Gifford, Albert (afterwards Earl) Grey, 
and George Caveston. The British Government was then petitioned for a 
charter for the newly-formed company, to administer the country and 
develop its natural resources. including lands and minerals. A Royal 
Charter was obtained on the 29th October. 1889. 

With a view to opening np Mashonaland, a pioneer force was sent up 
in .Tune, 1800, under ColoneI Pennefather. which on the 12th Septembrr, 
1890, reached the site of wlrnt is now the town of Salisbllry. ' 
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Circumstances now nece~sitated the establisl;~;;~t of poslal facilities, 
and in December, 1890, the British South Africa Company issued its first 
series of Postage Stamps. .. 

CHAPTER I. 

Issue December, 1922. 
The first issue of postage stamps for the British South Africa Company 

was engraved and printed by Messrs. Bradbury, Wilkinson and Company, 
Limited, of London. 

(a) PAPER AND WATERMARKS. 
The stamps were printed in sheets of 60 stamps, i.e., six horizontal rows 

of ten. The designs on the stamps are the arins and motto of the British 
South Africa Company. The paper used for these stamps was manufactured 
by Messrs. William Collins, Sons and Co. The manufacturers' trade mark, 
which is a monogram formed with the letters "W.C.S. & Co.," of which 
the letter " C " forms an almost, complete oval, and encircling the other 
letter_s of the nionogram, with the word" EXTRA" on left, and "STRONG" 
on right, and curved letters arched above, with the words "PURE LINEN," 
and in a semi-circle below "\,VOVE BANK," are found watermarked, in 
outline characters, in the entire sheet, of each value; the result being that a 
portion only of this watermark is found on the stamps. . • 

There are certain variations in the paper of these stamps, namely, thin 
semi-transparent wove, opaque medium thick to a still slightly thicker white 
wove paper. The watermark also varies, one variety showing the number 
139 below the words " WOVE BANK," while another variety the word;; 
" EXTRA STRONG" do not appear. These variations designate a parti­
cular quality of paper. 

(b) PERFORATIONS AND GUM. 
The perforations of these stamps vary. They were perforated by single 

line machines, and perforations 14, 14½, 14 x 14½, and 14½ x 14 are found. 
The gum is white. 

(c) SPECIMEN SETS. 
Complete specimen sets of this issue exist, printed on India paper, 

imperforate, in mint condition, and mounted on a card engraved by the 
printers, headed" SPECIMEN POSTAGE & REVENUE STAMPS OF THE 
BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA COMPANY," and at the foot of the card 
"ENGRAVED AND PRIN'i'ED BY BRADBURY, WILKINSON & CO., 
LIMITED, LONDON." These cards were distributed among the Directors 
of the British South Africa Company, and some reserved for official pur­
poses. These cards are extremely rare. Complete sets, mint, imperforate, 
with original gum, also exist; these are on wove paper, and not so rare as 
those mounted on cards. 

i GIBBONS' CATALOGUES. , ___ G-IBBONS' JOU,_R_N-AL-. + 

I These volumes price more varieties 

I and give more information than any 
others. Empire Ss. 2d., post 

.Stanley Gibbons' Monthly Cir­
cular gives you plenty of stamp news 
ma!Jy special articles and full 
Gibbons' Catalogue .Suplements 
all for 2s. 6d. a year. I Free. Foreign I ls., post free. 

I STANLEY GIBBONS LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON, ENGLAND. +------_, ___ ,... __ ,, _____ ,____ •+ 
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DBI COMP~'"Y 

The Extremely Rare "Specimen Set" Card. (Rcclnccd). 
(From the writer's c0llection). 

(d) VALUES AND SHADES. 

The issue is composed of eleven values, in single colours, of vnryi11g 
shades, as follows: 

1. ld ., grey-black on thin greyish-white paper . 
( a) blue-black. 
(b) black on medimn thick opaqu e paper. 
(c) black on thick white paper. 

2. Gd., ultramarine. 
(a.) pale ultramarinE'. 
(b) dull u ltramarim•. 
(c) deep blne. 
(,-1) very deE'p bh1E'. 
(e) blue. 
(r) pale blne . 

. 'l . ls., grey brown . 
(a) dark brown . 

4. 2s ., vermilion. 
(a) pale vermilion. 

!i. 2s, Gd ., grey purple. 
(a) purple lilac. 
(b) lilac. 

G. 5s .• orange-yellow. 
(a) lemon-yellow. 

7. 10s .. cl<'ep green, 
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8. £1, deep blue. 
9. £2, rose-red. 

10. £5, sage gree'n. 
11. £10, brown. 

(e) TH.E DO'!.' ON TAIL VARI.ETY. 
A variety worth noting in this issue is the existence of a minute dot in 

the centre of the ta.il of th e left-hand animal supporting the coat-of-arms. 
T11is variety has been noted in the following values: Gd., ls., 2s., 2s. Gd., 5s ., 
and 10s. 

Whether the higher values of this issue are genuine postals has ofte11 
been questioned! There is no doubt that they are genuin e, and were used 
in the early days , when postal rates were high. for the conveyance by post 
of parcels of gold-this being the principal means of conveying parcels at 
the time. The highest value of this seri es, which I have seen post-ally used, 
is the £10. 

(To be continued.) 

lf:1·-·-··-··-·-·-··-~·-··-•-.-.-·-·-··--·-·-·-··-··-·-~•--rf I . NOTES ON I 
I NEW ISSUES AND VARIETIES, I 
' The Editor particularly wishes to obtain the earliest iuformation of New Issues, etc. l 
t Kindly refer to notices on page ii. l 
~·-·•--·-··-··-~··-··-·-·-··-··-··-.. -· • .-.,·.-·-·-·-··-·•· ....... - •• - •• -.~,«.\ 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 
It is some long time since copies of the 1/- were found with watermark 

inverted, but lately a few more have come to light, and were obtainable at 
one or two post offices along the Reef, includin g Benoni, Florida, Belgravia 
and Hillbrow. 

Postage Dues. 

Mr. J. B. Levy, the energetic Secretary of the E.L.P.S., sends us a block 
of four. in which one stamp shows a white patch instead of the usual orna­
m ent above the last letter "A" in "AFRICA " - in the bot.tom right h and 
corner of the stamp. On examining a complete sheet (½d. Pretoria printing, 
rouletted) we find that the fiaw occurs in the last. stamp tl1ird row, so pro­
b ably this is a constant variety throughout this particular printing. 

An interesting item came our way 
recently in the ld. due, rouletted , Pretoria 

printil1g. which is here illustrated. 
It will be observed that the fi gure of 

value is very much displaced, while the 
stamp was Touletted exactly as shown 111 

the illustration. 
It is a great pity that our local printi11g 

works cannot exereisc a little more c;are 
with their produdions. 

Mr. Hawkes of the Bijou Stamp Company, shows us an interesting 
item in the cnrre~t 1/- postage stamp. A block of this shows a distinct flaw 
diaO'onally across the stamps, about one-eighth of an inch wide, caused uy 
the" paper being creased when printed . 
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2d. No Watermark. 
Towards tile eud of 1919 a prominent Johannesburg philatelist discovered 

copies of the 2d. witl1 no watermark, which was caused by th e paper bei11g 
watermarked slightly obliquely, and displaced horizontally to the right. 
Thus, some stamps on the left margin completely missed the watermark, 
while others on the same sheet did not, and show a portion of the Spring­
bok's head. We have since been shown a block of four from the right-baud 
bottom corn~r of the sheet, in which a similar thing has occurred. the two 
nght-lland stamps having no watermark. The gentleman who showed us 
this item states tliat this was tl1e only sheet out of some dozens h e went 
through in which the two stamps could be found with the watermark 
entiiely missing . 

South West Africa. 
Much has already been written on this miserable new issue, and a great 

deal more has still to be said. It is really painful to see such specimens of 
hopeless printing in the shape of blemishes, bad alignment, etc. Notwith­
standing serious dislocation of the R ailways, caused by the r ecent floods, a 
little information has filtered through . 

Mr. M . L. Levitt. of Windhoek , kindly sends us an entire bearing a 
b :ock of four of the. ld ., in which the overprint is so much out of register 

tha t only the word " AFHICA " appears 
on the bottom stanws . The rest of the 
stamps on this particular sheet had the 
words " SOUTH WEST " at the bottom 
of the stamp, and " AFRICA " above, 
hence the words " SOUTH WEST " ap­
pear in the margin above the top row 
of stamps. 

~d. ·'Wes" Error. 
When this error was shown to a 

certain Government official in Pretoria , 
the original proof of the setting was 
brought out and exan1ined. and in this 
the " T " was · present. It was, how­
ever, found that the type used was of 
a soft material, and wore to such an 
extent that th e " T " later 011 failed to 
print , whil e the space immedia tely after 
shift.Pd up a little and co11seq11eutly 
print<'cl a faint vertical stroke. It ha s 
been sugw,sted tlrnt the " \VES " error 
was fllll'JlO Se!y in clud P<L hut th e ahove 
facts will easily disprove this assertion. 

New Type. 
Th e old forn1i, ns ,,cl for the first printiug has been hrok en up n11d a new 

one rn ade. Incidentally. the same type has beep used. but of a harder 
material It must also be mention ed that the new type has been subjeetecl 
Lo the u+,most scrutiny, in order to el iminate the smallest imr,erfection , so 
perhaps we can now expect a perfect overprint . 

. RA.RE BRITISH COLONIALS. 

I make a speciality of R>trc British Colonials and hold a very fine stock of 
Africans. 

Selections sent on approval against references. 

T. A.LLEN, 
·· Craiganl " 131ake Hall Road, Wanstead, London. E. 11, England. 
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Inverted Overprints. 
Iu c,ur last iESne we gave details of the 2d. inverted overpr:ut. whid1 is 

certainly a very scarce and desirable item. We are now informed from a 
very reliable quarter that a few copies of the ls. 3d. have also lJeen dis­
coveri:d in the Protectorate with inverted overprint. 

Rhodesia. 
i\lr. L. II. Rivers, of Umtali, writing under date 28/2/~3, informs 11s that 

he purchased at the local Post Office a vertical strip of six pairs of the 
current 1/- IMPERF. BETWEEN-a very desirable· item! 

Referring to the alteration of Rhodesia status, our correspondent men­
tions that it is not yet known when Responsible Government will commence. 
and considers it will not be until August or September next, since there is 
such a lot to be fixed up, and tJ1e Imperial Government seem to have their 
hands full as it is. 

From another source we are informed that n Rhodesian sureharge issue 
will be available when Responsible Government takes over. 

Mr. Fred . .J. Stephens, of Chiromo, Nyasaland, has shown ns an inter­
esting item in the 2d. die 111, but perf. 15, wlti<:11 is not catal,Jgnod by 
Gibbons. 

Congo Beige 
A portion of the anticipated new issue has now materialised, and from 

Mr. Arthur C. Thornton, of Bulawayo, we have a copy of tbe l0c. green 
(Baloba). The first three values of the new series printed by the American 
Bank Note Co., were released simultaneously in Brussels and Homa, some 
time in .January The designs are by Emile Vloors, and represent various 
native types. They are in square format. the design of the first being the 
profile head of a native girl, facing left; that of the second a profile turned 
to the right; and that of the third a native engaged in basket weaving. Tho 
name of the Colony in French and Flemish appears on each stamp. with 
the following additional inscription vertically at right or left: (10 cents) 
" Baivba," (15 cents) "Babvenbe," (25 cents) "Vannerie rnandewerke," re­
spectively. 

1923. January. Designs, etc., as above, lJy Emile Vloors. Recess 
printed by American Bank Note Co., white wove paper. No. Wmk. perf. l?. 

10 c. Green. 
15 c. Sepia. 
25 c. Purple-brown. 

Tile printing and details of the new stamp are lH'dPet. but we /pp] n 
lillle clisappointPd to find sucli u crude type of design after tlte beautiful 
pic1orial set which hitherto graced the Colony. 

vVith further reference to the current provisionals m<'ntioncd in OH!" 

Feobnrnry issue, 1\fr. A. C. Thornton writes: "I am inforwed from Elizabr•!h­
vil!e th:1t th,· 25c surcharges ran c,ut a few days before the new i~sm' arrived 
To carry on. an additional snrcharge of 0.25 was overprint<cd or, the clOl•tili' 
:J0c. on lOc. red and black. A v2ry few of these were issnul- in faet, 1 am 
toid only five sheets were printed. The 0.25 is very faint, and is by Jl'J 

means a credit to the printer, while the original sur("harge is not oblitrrated." 

RA.RE BR.ITISFI: .AFRICA.NS 

are my Specialities. 

I hold an exceptionally fine stock. Prices are very reasonable. SelectioHs are 
sent on approval against references. 

T. ALLEN, 
"Craigard ·· Blake Hall Roarl, Wanstead. Loncton, E. 11, England. 
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Notes on Early T ransvaals. 
( Continued) 

Classihing the Different Printings. 

By E. BEUTHIN. 

Before dassifying the different printings, I think it advisal.Jle to review 
cPrtain matters bearing ,on the subject, whidi n~ay help to simplify the 
difficulties. 

There has always been a doul.Jt as to whether the German printed stamp 
should be given a status in Philately, they having been sold to dealers at 
borne tc, enable the plates to be released; certainly they were not issued 1y 
the Transvaal Government, but, on the other hand, postmarked specime11s 
of the sixpenny and shilling denominations are found, and as they have 
been catalogued by Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, and noted in other reliable 
catalogues, they must be accept.ed as a regular issue. 

lt will be noticed in the catalogue that rouletted stamps, judging by the 
price, are relatively rarer in the later issues. This is accounted for by the 
fact that the rouletting wheels, after being in use five years, became prac­
tically useless. Mr. Van Alphen told me that while Postmaster at Potehef­
stroom, they were so blunt that he tried a spur which answered the purpose; 
this will account for at least one of the pin perforations. 

I have particularly not.iced that the stamps printed by Viljoen all(} Otto 
have a more distinct roulette than any subsequent issues, they having l,een 
the first to use the wheel. This circumstance itself will often enable one to 
pla_ce these parti9ular iEsues. 

The paints ·sent from Germany with the plates, by Otto, were carmine, 
ultramarine and yellow green, and with a few except10ns, perhaps where 
the printers ran out of ink for a time, these colours were used by Viljoen 
and Borrius; on the contrary, the Stamp Commission used red or orange­
red without a trace of carmine for the penny values, and Prussian blue for 
the sixpenny. Yellow-green was used for the shilling, but only in one 
printing, and then on paper which is unmistakable; narrowed down, the 
position resolves it-self in this, that with a few minor exceptions, stamps 
printed in shades of red and Prussian blue belong to the Stamp Commission, 
while on the other hand, printings in shades of carmine and ultramarine 
fall under Viljoen or Borrius, and as Viljoen had never had any experience 
in printing, and as Messrs. Borrius were a well-known firm in this line, we 
shall rightly expect to find superior workmanship executed by the latter 
firm, and this is exactly ~hat occurs. 

I have purposely left out the Otto printing because it is so obvious, the 
workmanship is very superior, which coupled with the fact that the paper 
is of a particular texture, even the novice will have no difficulty in judging, 
and once having been seen, no trouble will be found in placing them. 

A penny stamp being submitted to me for examination, I should at once 
look for the colour, and if a shade of red I should at once know that it 
l.Jelonged to the Stamp Commission printing, and of the four papers used, 
no difficulty would be experienced in judging; if, on the other hand, it waR 
a ,sixpenny Prussian Blue and especially imperforate, I could be certain it 
was in the same category; if perforated it might l,e a Borrius No. 57 or (i4, 
but with the test which I shall later on give, it could be placed. If, on the 
other hand, the penny was carmine or shades of that cclour, and an inferior 
print, I could be certain it was a Viljoen,' or if well printed it would be a 
BorrilJS. __________ _ 
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The early cancelling_ stamp used was one with four rings. This was used 
towards the end of 1874, when it was replaced by one of three rings with a 
numeral in the cent-re, each number denoting a town, 1 was Pretoria, 2 
Potchefst-room, etc. Green ink was occasionally used the first two years, 
thereafter uniformly black; this is another help in judging, as stamps issued 
by the Stamp Commission and later are nearly always postmarked with the 
numeral. 

It can happen that a Borrius was posted years after issue, and also the 
old cancellation .stamps may have been used in out of the way Post Offices, 
years after the new one came into use. 

Candidly speaking, I consider that Messrs. Stanley Gibbons -have over­
shot the mark by cataloguing too many varieties, which exist only by reason 
of being on slightly different paper. To my mind, it is simply ridiculous to 
catalogue a stamp on stout hard surfaced paper No. 108, and then to con­
sider No. lll a variety because the gum stained the paper; there is scarcely 
a country in the world that could not show similar varieties. 

In my next article I shall endeavour to show how the different printings 
may be distinguished, the reader bearing in mind the fact that all issues of 
the penny, sixpenny and shilling of the original plate? -present only diifrr­
ence in colour, paper, and style· of printing. lt is true -±hat certain defects 
on the plates showed in the printing of some of the later issues. which fact 
is of great value to an untiring specialist in placrng"sorne of the -~ifferent 
issues. but I am afraid, however, that very few collectors will avail them­
selves of this interesting way of placing the old issues of the Transvaal. 

The Philatelists' Exchange Club, which is a world-wide concern, intends 
forming a Branch in South Africa, for the purpose of providing a good 
medium for collectors and dealers to buy and sell stamps. Large numbers 
of sheets will be received from the club members from all narts of the world. 
There is every possibility of the South African branch equalling the English 
branch in time, which never circulates less than £400 every month. 

Membership of this Club entitles all collectors and dealers to s~ll dupli­
cates, and exchang\) with reliable collectors in England and other parts of 
the world. -

From th~ circular before us, we note that th,!re are no fee;; whatever, 
exeept the 3s. Gd. charge for the magazin.e. 

Further particulars and rules of the proposed South African Branch will 
wiilingly be supplied by J\fr. Louis Gillen, P.O. Box 293, Pretoria. 

I 
A USTR.ALIANS 

50 all different New Zealands 
75 all different New Zealands 
Ret l6 New Zealand, George 
Set 8 New Zealand. Eilward 
Set 6 New Zealad, Victory 
Set 24 Pacific Islands 
Ret 25 Samoa ... .. _ 
Set 45 New Zealand Pictorials ... 

We want all old South African State Issues, Rhodesia, etc. 
12 PAGE PRICE LIST FREE. 

WILCOX SMITH SI CO., Liverpool Street, Dunedin, N. Zealand. 
\..._"'11._ _________ E•S•T•A•B•L•IS•H•E•D-3•5-Y■E■A■R■S■. _________ J 
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tt, ....... ~+--,_,_ __ ,_...._. . ......._..~----~+----...._.~ 
I ~ I SOCIETY NEWS. I ~ I 
I ~ Items of interest from th_e various centres. ~. I 
~--~~,.__,.. .............. ...._. . .._..---,...._.~.--~----+----c:f. 

Johannesburg United Philatelic Society. 

Pres.: Mr. S. L. Waring. Hon. Sec.: Mr. I. Glasser, P.O. Box 4967. 
Meetings are held every second and fourth Tuesday in the Board Room, 

Trust Buildings, Fox Street, at 8 p.m. 

At the usual bi-weekly meeting of the Society, held on the 13th March. 
Mr. Waring presided over a fair attendance. Included in the visHors pre­
sent was Mr. Larsen, President of the East Rand Philatelic SociRty. 

Mr. J. E. 'M. C0c1'1 and Mr. Mark Rose were elected t0 the Committee 
to organise the Junior Evening tr, be held in the near future. 

The Hon. Secretary read a letter which had been forwarded to the Post­
master-General on the subject of the new stamps issued by the South-\Vest 
Protectorate, enquiring whether the overprint could not all be put on oni, 
stamp, .similar to the current Bechuanaland Protectorate, and requesting 
that a little more care be exercised in the prcduction of stmnps with a view 
to eliminating the many errors and _blemishes found at present. 

Correspondence from t,he Philatelic Congr_ess of Great Britain was read, 
acknowledging the affiliation of the Johannesburg Society, while Messrs. 
I. Glasser and A. Kaplan were nominated delegates. 

A discussion then took place on the subject of inaugurating some' annual 
function for members of the Society. After many present had exp,ressed 
their views, it was decided that this function should be in the fonn of an 
Annual Dinner, and a committee comprising Messrs. Waring, Reynolds and 
Houbert were elected to fix the date and to attend to the necessary details. 

The usual auction then took ·place, but was very disappointing, both 
for stamps put up and for prices offered. 

The meeting terminated with the usual vote of thanks to the Chairman. 

Pretoria Philatelic Society. 

Pres.: Mr. N. van Malsen. Hon. Sec.: Mr·.·· A. P. Obermeyer,_Box 680. 

Meetings are held at the Market Restaurant, every first and third 
Monday, at 8 p.m. 

The usual meeting was held at the Market Hall on Monday, 5th March, 
Mr. Van Malsen in the chair. -The minutes of the previous meeting having 
been read and confirmed, letters of appreciation of the function and the'r 
treatment were read from Mr. Vallentine and Mr. Coch, who attended the 
Annual Dinner. 

Mr. De Boom, who has been absent for a considerable period, reappt>ared 
and displayed his collection of French Colonials, whi1:h wne nrnch appre­
ciated by all present. 
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Major Booth read a very interesting paper 011 the early stamps of 
America, ,Yliich led to an interesting discussion, the paper being much 
appreciated, and a hearty vote of thanks was passed to him. 

The usual raffles and auctions tllen took place, :\Ir. Robertson in his 
most facetious manner conducting tile auctions. 

On the 2nd inst. :\Ir. E. C. Westbrook is down for a paper and exhibition 
of Holland and Colonies, while Mr. G. W. Reynolds, the authority 011 
Unions, has been invited to come across from J ohanncsbnn;, and will give 
a paper on the stamps of the Union on 1he lGtli. As ~llr. Reynolds will be 
bring·ing his collecticn of Unions, members can look forward to an excellelit 
display 

Philatelic Society of Natal. 

Pres.: Mr. "\V. P. Williams, F.R.P.S.L. Hon. Sec.: ::\Ir. C. F. Skinner, 
Box 588, Durban. 

Meetings are held second Monday each month, Y.M.C.A. Room, Durban, 
.at 8 p.m. 

The usual meeting of the Society was held <m the 12th ult., at the 
Y.M.C.A. Rooms, Durban, Mr. Williams presiding over an attendance of 
thirteen members and two visitors. Three new members, including ?.Ir. 
G. W. Reynolds, were finally elected. while four more wccre rroposed for 
memberslnp The evening was devoted to a display of Rhodesia hy Mr. ,\. 
Law, F.R.P.S.L., whose collection inch1des some fo1e type varieties ami 
r'lre Irnperfs. 

The collection was very much appreciated, and tl10se present passed 
him a very hearty vote of thanks. The meeting closed with an auction all(, 
sale of members' duplicates. The next meeting of the Soeiety will be held 
on the 9th inst., when several papers have been promised, and further items 
of interest· will be arranged. 

The Bijou Stamp Company have just unpacked a fine consignment of 
Philatelic requisites, including loose leaf albums, stoek books for duplicates, 
pocket wallets of various sizes. tweezers, etc., and were good enough to show 
us some samples. Being beautifully finished and bound, tl1e stock books 
for duplicates particularly took our fancy. They contain 15 pages inter­
leaved with glazed paper to prevent rubbing, with strips both sides for dupli­
cates. These stock books, we are told, will sell in the vicinity of 20s. each, 
and are by far the best means for storing duplicates. The Bijou Stamp 
Company hold probably the finest stock of albums and philatelic requisites 
in the conntry, while purchasers can rest assured of courteous attention and 
a square deal. 

Early British Colonials. 
I am dispersing a choice collection in exceptionally fine condition. Prices 

average ½rd catalogue 

Also a fine specialised collection of EDWARDIAN and Gl<!ORGIAN issues, 
mint and superb. used, mostly at ½ catalogue. 

Selections can be sent on approval to responsible applicants. References please. 

J. BIRD, 
31, Ellerby Street. Fulham, London, S. W. 6. England. 
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Correspondence. 

The Editor, " S.A. Philatelist." 
Sir -I shall be very grateful if any of your readers could perhaps furnish 

me with any details regarding the following stamps of Rhodesia: 
1. The position in the sheet of the following varieties in the 1910· 

(Double Heads) issue: 
· (a.) ½d. double dot. 

(b) Id. broken bar between " 0" and " D " of " Rhodesia." 
(c) ld. Imperforate between pair. 

2. The earlier postal cancellations, i.e.: 
(a) Numerals and (b) letters encircled by a star-shaped frame of lines .. 

What particular post offices were these allotted to? 
3. I ha.ve a pa'r of ld., postmarked "Francestown 26 JA 98 S. Africa." 

Were these stamps accept.ed by the Postal Authorities in Beclrnanaland for 
postal purposes? 

J.E. M. COCH. 
P.O. Box 1076, Johannesburg. 

The Editor, " S.A. Philatelist." 
Dear Sir,-In my collection I have Rhodesia S.G. No. 2-2, imperf., and 

" Four pence " missing. I presume this is a proof, but know nothing of its 
origin; perhaps one of your readers can let me know. 

L. H. RIVERS. 
Umtali, 25/2/23. 

The Editor, " S.A. Philatelist." 
Sir,-I have some 10/- Union stamps, cancelled with a heavy circle with 

a large figure in the centre, which were sent me by a London dealer. Could 
you please tell me what cancellation this is? Also, under what conditions 
were fiscal stamps allowed to be used for postage in the Cape Colony, about 
1865 ? I have the ld. and 1/6 so used. They are cancelled with the trian­
gular po-stmark, and some used with ordinary postage stamps. 

W. TUNSTALL. 
Clouds, Kenya, 22/2/23. 

Regarding the 10/- Union stamps, the cancellation is a telegraph one, 
while the stamps must, have been obtained from the original telegram or 
cable at the Destructor ,or elsewhere. Unfortunately a good many Rtamps 
with this cancellation are in circulation. The large number in the circle ip; 
the counter clerk's number, while in othn cases a portion or the whole word 
" CONTROLLER'' may be found, which is also a telegraph cancellation. 
-EDITOR. 

Replies to Correspondents 

Various. 
it is no fault of ours that reports have not been ;published of the doings 

of the Capetown Philatelic Society. Three or four letters were addressed to 
the Secretary on the subject, but these unfortunately failed to gain even 
the courtesy of a formal reply. Mr. W. L. Ashmead. F.R.P.S.L., President 
of the Society, kindly forwarded us a copy of the syllabus, and also stated 
when and where meetings were held. If reports are forwarded they will be 
published. EDITOR. 
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TOPICS OF THE MONTH. 

Owing to the alteratfon of status due to R.G. taking over, it naturally 
follows that Rhodesia will have a new set of stamps. 

It has been proposed to surcharge the present issue until _stocks of the 
new permanent design arrive. At first sight this might seem necessary. Tf 
any surcharging of stamps is to be done, we sincerely hope it will lJe done 
by a reputable firm of printers at Home, which will eliminate the pc,ssibilit.y 
of errors being included. There should be no objectipn to this procedure, 
smce the London office of the ·company most probably have a good supply 
of stamps on. hand, which could be utilised for the surcharge. If the sur­
charging is to be done either at Bulawayo or Salisbury, we rather fear the 
consequences. No matter how stric~ supervision may be, an employee can 
easily purchase a sheet of stamps at the Post Office, while some obligi~ 
workman could quite easily' print 'the sheet with "surcharge inverted.' 
Surcharging locally always lends itself to. underhand work, and there is 
bound to be someone to pull_ the strings, with the result that " errors " will 
be found on every sheet-" accidentally " -( on purpose) of course! After all, 
we hardly think there is .any necessity for a p_rovisional. Why cannot the 
present issue be used. just as it s, until such time as a permanent issue can 
be placed ori sale? When the new issue arrives, supplies of the old st.am-pa 
could easily be disposed of to Northern Rhodesia who arf' riot' a party to R.G. 

Our_ a.dvice to th.e pow,ers tha,t, .be is, therefore, if a provisional surcharge 
is definij,ely_decided upon, then have it done in London: if 'this cannot be 
done. then· use the present -stamps until the permanent new· -issue is ready. 

If either of these procedures. is followed, there will be no outcry from 
philatelists. · · 

From many quart~rs we have received complimentarv hit,ters concerning 
Mr. Beuthin's able articles on Early Transvaals. Mr. Beuthin has kindly 
consented to write another article. which will appear in the ..J.u;ne- issue ... In 
this. Mr. BeBthin will deal with different printings, and the different papers 
used. 
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It was no•t possible to i~clude Mr. Coch's second instalment on Rhodesia'· 
in this issue. Mr. Coch has asked us to withhold publication until he can: 
i-ecei.ve certain information, concerning which he has written to the Com­
pany's office in London. The articles will most probably be continued in 
ihe June issue. 

The Johannesburg United Phila.telic Society is to be heartily congratulated 
on organising a very successful Junior Evening and Exhibition, which took 
place at the Y.M.C.A. Rooms on Friday, the 13th ult. Prizes were awarded 
to boys and girls for the various classes, while the Juniors who took part 
displayed commendable keenness. This is certainly a step in the right 
'direction, and it is to be hoped that the Socie~ will commence putting their 
.own JJiouse in order, and revive a little keenness in the Seniors. 

Mr. I. Glas,ser, Hon. Secretary, J.U.P.S., left for England on the 11th ult. 
en business·,. and while in London will attend the International Stamp 
Exhibition. He bas been appointed delegate from the Johannesburg and 
·'.Pretorfa Societies, and has also promised to· let us have a little information 
~ncerning the Exhibition and the Stamp Trade in general overseas. 

The Government Printer, Pretoria, ha.s come in for a lot of adverse 
·criticism l!lince he commenced printing various stamps for the Union Govern­
ment, and we think it high time that he received a little praise for a change. 
At the moment, the· printing works are very badly overcrowded, while la.ck 
of machinery makes his task a difficult one. A new perforating machine 
has recently been installed, and we understand that further machinery i_s 
on order. The latest printings, especially the ½d. perf., are certainly a credit 
to the Institution. 

(jJ 
(jJ 

(jJ 

British Colonials. 
I have a very large stock of British Colonials, 
particularly Africans, in exceptional condition­
every cvpy is " picked " and can be described 
either "very fine" or" superb." 

For many years I have specialised in sending 
out approval selections, in fact I do nothing else. 

My prices are reasonable. The whole of my 
stock is priced on the following basis :-Stamps 
catalogued 5/- and below at ONE THIRD 
GIBRONS. Stamps catalogued above 301- at 
HALF GIBBONS. Stamps cat. 61- to 30/- at 
prop<ntionate rates. 

I . can also send interesting selections of· Por­
tuguese, German, French and.Spanish Africans. 

SEND ME YOUR WANT-LIST 

F. B. TURPIN, 161, STRAND, 
LONDON, W.C. 2. 
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1 NOTES ON ! 
l NEW ISSUES AND VARIETIES, t 
{ The Editor particularly wishes to obtain the earliest information of ? 
{ New Issu<'s, etc. Kindly refer to notices on page ii. ? 
b""""""~~"""""°""VV"'\..-v~""VV"'VV"'VV"'V'V"'VV"'-"-......_ ""VV""'V'v'"""'V't,,,-""'--'""VV"'VV""""""'~~-"'-"""~ 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

The new Union Pictorial issue will soon be ordered. We learn from :s. 
thoroughly reliable source that tile Postmaster-General is at present in C.'lpe­
town, dealing with designs, colours and contracts. At the moment, some of 
the existing st-ocks, especially the 4d., will uot last long. 

It will interest readers to learn that the 2d. postage due, printed by De 
La Rue, is nearly exbaust4'd, so that the blunt foot of the " 2," "Slanting 
'D,' ·· "Inverted · P,'" varieties w1il very shortly be obsolete. New stock,; 
of this value have already been printed in Pretoria, and will be issued as 
soon as the others are exhausted. The new printing is on unwatermarke<l 
paper and perf., while the sheet consists of two panes of 60. 

The following are the dates of first issue for the various stamps printed 
by the Government Printer, Pretoria: 

The ½d. postage due, rouletted, was first issued on 6th Jnne, 1922, to 
Mafeking and other Post Offices, while the ½d. due perf. was first· issued on 
1st Nov_ember, 1922, to. Durban, Capetown, and. other Post Offices. 

· The Id. due was first issued on the :C:,cl October, 1922. to Paarl and other 
Post Offices, while the ]½cl. due was first issued on 3rd June, 1922, to Cape­
town and other Post Offices. 

The new 3d. blue, conforming to F.P.U. colours, was first issued on 4th 
October, 1922, to Capetown. etc. 

Another iterr:i of interest to Union Specialists came our way recently. 
which consisted of a block of four of the Id., plate 7, in which thP, top left 
siarnp appeared imperf. on left side, owing to the sheet being folded when 
peorforated. 

Postage Dues 
In our last issue we referred to a white patch instead of the usual orna­

ment above the last letter "A" in AFRICA," which appeared in the ¥1 .. 
Pretoria printing, rouletted. We have since examined sheets of the Id. and 
Hd., and find that this flaw is also to be found in these values, last stamp, 
third row. In some sheets this flaw does not appear, so it would appear 
that there has been more than one printing. 

Id. (14 X Imperf) INVERTED WATERMARK.-The Rev. E. B. For\'!, 
Grahamstown, writes us that after noticing in the "Philatelist" that the 
Union Id. 14 X imperf. was a scarce item wi~h waterm;i,rk inverted, hf' set. 
to work cleaning likely duplicates in the hope of finding some. Tl1re .. 
copies were thus discovered, and Mr. Ford mentions that these were used 
at Grahamst-0wn to send our circulars from the Diocesan 'Office, whieh is 
the only one in the citv using a stamp machine. The dates ate Aug. 2.':: an'~ 
25, year not too clear, but look!! like 1921. 
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Mr. Fred Stephens; of Chiromo, ·Nyasaland, kindly se~ds us the foilow­
fag interesting varieties: (a) l½d. postage, showing the outer frame line, right 
.aide, missing. (b) A specimen or the 4d, postage, in which the fraction bar 
in the right figure of , value is much shorter than normal. (c) 6d. postage, 
with a most distinct " E " for " F " in " OF." (d) ½d. postage due, in which 
the fraction bar measures 4½ mm., whereas the normal is 5 mm. 

South West Africa. 
Once again our esteemed correspondent, Mr. M. L. Levitt,, of Windhoek, 

sends us further interesting information of new varieties discovered. '!'he 
variety " WES " for " WEST" has now been found in the ld. postage value, 
its position being second stamp, second row of the left lower pane. In 
specimens our correspondent sends us, the " T " is entirely missing in some, 
while in others a small portion of the foot of that letter appears, giving the 
appearance of a full-stop. This item is illustrated below. Another inter­
esting variety also sent us by Mr. Levitt consists of the word "Africa" 
being displaced to the left. In the last stamp, bottom row, left lower pane 
of the ld . postage, a peculiar error is to be found. This consists of the word 
" Africa " appearing as " Af.rica," and since it appears once only on each 
sheet of the ld. po~tage and m no other values it should prove a valuable 
item in time. 

Another correspondent mentions that she has obtained a sheet of the ½d, 
in which the word "Africa" only appears in the last horizontal row. The 
rest of the stamps on the sheet consequently show the words " South West" 
appearing below the word "Africa." This variety, but in the ld. value, 
was illustrated in our last issue. We have also been informed that a.ll post­
.masters in the Protectorate have received instructions to return any stamp& 
which show irregular printings, etc., and that any postmaster who contra­
venes this order will be punished. 

RHODESIA.-At the moment all eyes are on this country, waiting for 
the first issue under the new. Rhodesian status. We have been informed 
from a very reliabl(.l source that the present stamps will be overprinted with 
one of the following: "R.G." "SELF-GOVERNMENT" or "RESPONSIBLE 
GOVERNMENT." Owing to the space occupied by the last overprint, we 
1hould imagine that either of the first two suggested overprints will appear. 

RARE BRITISH COLONIALS. 

I make a speciality of Rare British Colonials and hold a very fine stock of 
AFRICANS 

Selections sent o~ approval against references. 

T. ALLEN. 
"Craigard" Blake:,Hall ~oad, Wanstead, London, E. 11, England, 
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Mr. Fred Stephens sends u~·•four copies of the current l½d., two of which 
are perf. 14 and two perf. 15. It would appear that two dies have been 
employed. In the one stamp petf. 14 the right earr. is shaded, whereas in 
the other stamp of the same perf. the right ear is not shaded. A similar 
difference of shading is also noticed in the two specimens sent, perf. 15. 

NYASALAND.~Our esteemed correspondent, Mr. Fred Stephens, send• 
us specimens of the 3d. script, and the 1/- Mult. C.A. on emerald paper, 
which have just been issued, and also mentions that the ½d., Id., 2d., 3d. 
&nd 6d. values have all appeared on script paper. 

AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH.-Mr. D. Raymond, of Sydney, kindly 
sends us a specimen of the new l½d, value in green. It will be remembered 
that the old colour of this value was red-brown. Our correspondent inform•· 
us that this variety is also obtainable, showing no fraction bar in the figure 
of value, which variety could also be obtained in the red-brown issue. Th• 
id. value is to be changed from green to brown. 

FORGED CAPE PROVISIONALS. 

A aomewhat dangerous forgery of the Provisional " Halfpenny " on Three 
Pence claret-of course on " CC " paper-is being hawked in London. 

This provisional was created on July 1st, 1882, to meet a. reduced tariff 
on certain classes of newspapers. There was only a small supply left on 
he.nd of the definite ½d. black, ·a large portion of the stock of that value 
having been sent to Kimberley to be overprinted " G " for Griqualand. 
Hence the need for the provisional, which was overprinted by Messrs. Saul, 
Solomon and Co., of "Woodblock" fame. 

The surcharge is in two lines, and the original value is obliterated by a 
thick bar 2 mm. in depth. 

Just previous to the issue of this provisional, a supply of the Threepence 
bad been received on the new Crown CA paper, and very nearly all of the 
stamps surcharged were on that paper. But there were evidently & few 
sheets left of the January, 1881, issue on " CC " paper. Specimens of the 
provisional on the " CC " paper are extremely scarce unused, Gibbons asses• 
sing this. value at £50. Used copies catalogue to-day at £6. 

Ordinary used copies of the Threepence claret are plentiful, so that the 
surcharge provides a temptation to the counterfeiter. A fairly safe guide, 
however, i11 the comparative positions of the letter of " One" over tho,se of 
the lower line; in the present case the upper is too much to the right. 

An earlier forgery exists with a rounder " 0 " and a thinner· cancel b&.r, 
but in the new forgerv the "0" is practicallv correct and the bar is 2 mm. 
deep as in the original. So the bE1"t test is in the position of the " 0 " which 
in the for!!'ery is over the hyphen. 

The " Stamp· Collectors'. Fortnightlv " has been rendering excellent ser­
vices to Philatelists by continually exposing forgeries, as they come across 
them. · 

The above appeared j,, _t.heii- issue ,..f February 17t)1, and we acknowledge 
with thanks the source of our information. 

RARE.· BRITISH AFRICANS 
ARE MY SPECIALITIES 

I hold an exceptionally fine stock, Prices are very reasonable. Selections 
are sent on approval against references. 

T. ALL EN. 
"Craigard" Blake Hall·Road, Wanstead, London, E. U, England. 
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~KODESIA. 
,E1,trly · Bulawayo · Postmarks. 

By J.E. M. COCH. 

)[a.ny cpl~~<;tq:r~ ,b.avt,' beer;,. pu~zled Q,ver the early postmarks of ~µla­
~ayi;l; ·A~ ~a:rly !l's the '8th Augusj,, 188/3, a Postal Notice appt:Jars jp, tb, 

,;, ilechuartalan~ Ne.~s/' inforn;iix1g the Public that a posta.l agency is bein,g 
o}>ened at ·Gubulawayo (Lol;>ep,gula's), and that letters will be accep.t~ fo,r 
conveyance per native runners, ·at certain rates. 

: . The foJ.l9.~i1,1g i~ \\ COPf Qf a v~ry inte!esting letter received_ from the 
C1nl Comm1s.s1on(;lr (Mr. Krng), Salisbury, m answer to an enquiry, a.nd I 
a,m greatly tzy9,~,1?.tW ,tp hil)'.r for th.e trouble he has taken in the mat.ter. 
I/D/62f>/23. ' ' ' ' 

" Civil Commissioner's Office, 
"Salisbury, 

" January ~. 1923. 

· " Sir,-! have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
December 28 relative to the name of the t.own of Bulawayo. • 

·" "(1) Tht,' only official record of the name GUBULAWAYO comes from 
the Post Office. The date stamp used in 1894 in the Post Office at Bulaytayo 
was GUBULAWAYO. The name, however, is not known to the natives, and 
apparently the prefix 'GU' simply means 'at Bulawayo.' 

(2) The first plan of the Townshirt lodged in the Survey Department in 
June, 1894, adopts the spelling BULAWAYO. In a proclamation dated 
November 14, 1893, a Magistrate is appointed for the BULUWAYO District, 
and on the same date a Gqvernment Notce is published appointing Major 
Forbes as Magistrate at BULUWAYO. On January 5, 1894, Capt. Hayman. 
is appointed to. act as Magistrate at BULUWAYO. Spelling with a U con­
tinues through all the High Commissioner's Proclamations and Notices up. 
to Dec. 21, 1894, except in Proclamation No. 5- of 1894 of September 10, 1894, 
when the word BULAWAYO is used in the 5th Section. In 1895 BULA­
WAYO is generally ll'dopted as the official spelling. I regret that I cannot 
give you more definite information, though I have gone very carefully into 
the matter. · 

Forged 

" I have the honour to be, Sir. 
"Your obedient servant. 

"(Rigned) G, .J. KING. 
"ltegiatrar of Deeds and Civil Commissioner.'' 

Surcharges of Orange River Colony V,R.I,, E,R.L 
Transva~LV K I. & E. R.I. & Swazieland. 

Of recent years a great number• of for-egeries of the above have- b8()1f. 
finding their way to this country from the Continent. They are so well done 
that they have baffled deteGtion by experts on many occl!,Sions, and in several 
instances they have ~een p.af!i!ed a.s genuine. 

Recently, a specialised G6llection of these stamps has been submitted to 
the Expert Committee of the S.T.P.A., and Messrs. Pemberton and Hout­
zamer, of the above Committee, have devoted themselves to unravelling the 
mystery· surrounding the· suspeGted fakes in the collection, and after I),ianr, 
painstaking investiga.tiOl!,I! have foriped a reference Collection of the forgerie1 
and the genuine. 

For obvious reasons; they think it inadvisa.ble to give points of differ­
en~e, but tliey ·l)ave fou11<1 that the following forgeries ·exist: · · 
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·Hundreds of South African Philatelists 
are dra~ing on the finest stock of postage stamp• 
in the world, by means of regular sendings from 

GIBBONS' APPROVAL DEPARTMENT. 

Prompt and courteous attention to small buyers. 

Stanley, Gibbons, Ltd., 
391. STRAND, LONDON. ENGLAND. 

5l 

O.R. COLONY.-Practically a)l the errors and stop varieties- have been: 
fo:r:ge<J.. Amongst the rar.er. ones, they mention ld. on ld. bro~n, ls. on h: 
ora11.ge; Level stops, Varieties, no stop after V.R. or I.; I. omitted and also 
corrected, value omitted, etc., figure of value omitted. 

Raised stops: Mixed stops, mixed stops in pairs with level stops, stop 
omitted after E.R. or I., wide ·Sptlciin~ between letters, 2d. inverted on 2d: _ 
purple, the 3d. d,ouble surcharge one diagonal, the ld. double surcharge, the 
3d. on 4d. error. · 

Transvaal, 1879 issue, 6d. overprinted with 1 penny on six types in black, 
principally unused. _ ·- · 

1898 issue overprints from 1885 issue, ½d. on 2d., Id. on 6d., 2½d. on ls. 
both types of the latter. These occur in various combinations of double· 
inverted and overprint on the back in the case of the ½d. in black and red, 

1895. Halve pennij (error) on ls. green. 
1900. V.R.I. all values, including stop varieties and inverted overprints; 

The 1/- double surcharge (one slanting), the 1/- surcharge on the back. 
E.R.I. (E omitted) on the ld. · · 
The above occur used and unused. and used on pieces notabiy the £5: 

green in conjunction with the other values, the obliterations of course being 
forged. · 

SWAZIELAND.-All values and all errors, unused and used, with forged 
obliterations. 

Anvbody wishing to get opinion on these stamps can forward them to 
the Stamp Trade Expert Committee of the Stamp Trade Protection 
Association 

The Coiv,mittee are in consequence of the research work of Messrs. Pem­
berton and· Houtzamer therefore· able tp pass judgment on these stamps, 
whether used or unused. 

The charges for•expertising single stamps are as stipulated in the regular 
scale, which may be had post free on application, but special quotations 
will be made for collections. _ 

The Secretary's address is 3, 4, and 5, Queen Street, Cheapside, LPndon, 
E.C.4. 

An Interesting ~qtire ot Natal. 

We }i.a.ve seep. an envelope which ha.d gone through the post presµmably . . 
whep.·no stamps ·were available for postilge. The cancellation was" Durban-
212. ~l!,r. -95," undernf)a.th which we,s written in ink, "One ½d. received in· 
mQP,~- ll. Colema11,, l'9J.tma111ter of Durban." · 
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j { { ' I ! SOCIE~l'Y NEWS. j ! 
t ~ ' t ~ ' f ~ ltemii of interest from the vaimus centres, ( } 

i--~,----~---w~-----~"""~'-----~ 
. Pretoria Phil~telic Society. 

'President: Mr. N. van Malsen. 'Jlioii.'. Sec.: Mr. A. P: Obermeyer, Box 680. 
Meetings held at. Market Restaur~nt,, first and third Mondays, 8 p.'III. ~-----
On Monday, April ~ct, in the absence of Mr. van Malsen, the chair wu 

t.aken by Major Booth. The donation subscribed to the stai;np exhibition,· 
on·being returned, owing to the unfortun:ate postponement of the Exhibition, 
was credited to library funds. Mr. Westbrook gave a very interesting dis­
course on " How to Specialise," which was greatly appreciated by those 
present, while various views on the. subject were discussed. An interesting 
paper on the stamps of Holland was read . by Major Booth. This was of 
particular interest in view of the display of the evening being the stamps 
of that country. Mr. Obermeyer, ,Mr., Westbrook, and Mr. de Boom also 
exhibited their fine collections of this country. 

One of the most pleasant and instructive evenings in the annals of the 
Society was held at the Market Hall on the 16th inst., preceded by a dinner 
:to Mr. G. W. Reynolds, at the Standard Restaurant. The dinner, quite an 
impromptu affair, was in itself a successful little function, and during th• 
various courses much fun. was spent. Nearly forty members and visiton,. 
including sev·eral of the fair sex, ·were present at the meeting. The large 
number present was account,ed for by the treat provided by the exhibition 
of Mr. Reynolds? splendid display of stamps of the Union of South Africa. 
Every single person present showed the greatest. interest, !ncluding a young­
•ter of some twelve years of age, who showed qmte a considerable knowledge 
of philately, and was thirsty for even more. The interest was enhanced by 
the subsequent remarks, explanations, and answers to questions by Mr. 
Reynolds. The collection 'itself merits' f'JVeJry praise, not only for the magni­
ficent way in whicli it was specialised and w.ritten up, but for its complete- · 
ness, and there is no doubt it is incomparable. A hearty vote of thanks was 
extended to the exhibitor, to which he replied in happy vein, mentioning 
that he just as thoroughly enjoyed his evening amongst such keen philate­
lists as they had his display. During the course of the evening, the usual 
free raffle (which wa.s won by on:e 'Of ·the lady visitors) and auctions took 
place. Mr. Webster was elected a membeT, andone new l:nember was pro­
posed. A fine display of '' Sydney Views·" brought a very pleasant evening 
to a close. · · · 

Specialists ple~se note, 
Elsewhere in this issue will be found an advertisement of Mr. T. Allen 

who specialises in rarfties. A littltl, while ago this gep.f,leman showed us a 
die proof of the Union 2¼d. Commemorative issue, also a single copy of the 
t(l. double impression. The prices asked for the above two items we;re ~ery 
rea,sonable, while other stamps such as the'' £1 10s .. or~rtge". aiii;l putj;>le of. 
Natal, and the £5 Transvaal, can al;;o be obfail!ed atJbw fig1.1rce.s .. A~ Mr.' .. 
Allen holds a very fine stock of the erro:rs and ·varieties of. most· ·countries, 
it. will pay any advanced collectors and specialists to get 'irtto' touch' with; 
him. 
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Ea~t Rand i-'hilatelic Society. 
Pre.ident: Mr. ·c, L. Larsen. Hon. Secretary: Mr. Th-0s. Wood, Box 47, 

Boksburg. (Meetings held at Transvaal Hotel, third Wednesday, 7.30 p.m.) 

The monthly meeting of the Society was held on March 21st, the Pr.esi­
dent in the chair. It was decided that reports of meetings be sent as early 
u possible to the " S.A. Philatelist " for publication. In this connection, 
the President expressed the hope that all the members would support the 
" Philatelist," since the object of the paper and of the Society were the 
same, namely, "The Advancement of Philately in South Africa." The fea­
ture of the evening was a display of stamps by Mr. Morseman, of Bulawayo, 
who is down on a holiday. Mr. Morseman gave a most interesting and in­
structive account of the later issues of Rhodesia, illustrating his remarks 
with singles and blocks of fine mint and used stamps. A very interesting 
item was shown in the shape of a photo of a pane of the Livingstone Pro­
Tisionals, surcharge inverted. The President expressed the sincerest thanks 
of the Society to Mr. Morseman for his most interesting and instructive 
remarks, to which Mr Morseman suitably replied: 

The next meeting takes place on 16th inst,., when Mrs. T. Wood is down 
for a paper and. display of St. Helena. 

East London Philatelic Society. 
Pres.: Mr. T. A. Harpur. Hon. Sec.: Mr. J.B. Levy, Box 372, E.L. 

(Meetings held in Sons of England Hall, North Street, 3rd Fridays, 8 p.m. 
Junior Society meetings held at Selborne College, last Friday each month.) 

The ordinary monthly meeting of the Society was held on the 16th inst., 
there being quite a good attendance. 

The 1mbject for the evening was a competition for the junior members, 
and the Chairman, in welcoming them, said that he had hoped for a larger 
attendance, and that those present would gain new ideas from the com­
petition. 

The first prize was awarded to Master L. R. Pitts, who gained 169 marks 
out of a total of 200; the second prize went to Master L. Lazarus with 158 
marks; while Mas1:€r C. Storey came third with 148 marks. A special prize, 
kindly donated by .Mr. H. Courlander for the neatest collection, was won by 
Master Pitts. A consolation prize of a packet of stamps was given to each 
unsuccessful candidate. . 

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded Mr. Courlander for his kindneH 
in donating the special prizes. . 

(The Annual Meeting was due to be he1d on the 20th ult .. but a report 
did not reach us in time for publication.-Ed.) 

Early British Colonials. 
I am dispersing a choice collection in exceptionally fine condition, 

Prices average one third catalogue. 
Also a fine specialised collection of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 

issues. mint ana superb used, mostly at ½ catalogue. 
Selections can be sent on approval to responsible applicants. 

· References please, 

J. BIRD. 
31, Elle1·by Street, Fulham, London, S.W. 6. EnglaJ,'ld. 
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C3:pe Town Philatelic Society 
Pres.: W. L. Ashmead, F.R.P.S.L.; Hon. Sec.: C. J. Comyns, Box 744. 
Meetings held 2nd and 4th Thursdays, at Railway Institute. · · 

March 22nd, being visitors' night, it was arranged that the special treat 
for stamp lovers would be Mr. H. Baby's magnificent collection of stamps of 
the Cape of Good Hope. The choice was a wise one, and an excellent attend­

. a.nee resulted. The chair was occupied by the President, Mr, Ashmead, who 
· opened the proceedings by extending a very cordial welcome to visitors. 
Mr. Saby's collection is undoubtedly one of the best in the country, and 
although some of the extremely rare wood block errors were missing, there 
were many specimens of the Id. red and 4d. blue shown in perfect mint and 
used conditions. Included in the display were the stamps made use of 
during the Siege of Ma.feking, and those used at Vryburg during the tem­
porary Boer occupat.ion in 1899. To particularise all the items exhibited 
would· occupy too much space; suffice it to say that the collection was as 
near complete as rould be managed, and one that Mr. Saby might well be 
proud of. 

Messrs. Bridger and Kay. Lt<l .. 170. Rtrand. London. W.C. 2. inform us 
that their 1923 price list of British Colonial stamps was published last 
month. This interesting book. containing 100 p~es, gives the firm's actual 
selling prire for practic:illy all British Colonial stamps. A charge of ls. is 
made, which amount will be refunded against orders. It will certainly pay 
all philaiPlists to write Home for a copy. 

The Southern Stamp Co., 
P.O. Box 1677, DURBAN. 

Importers of Stamps. Albums and Accessories. 

Special offers for May 1923: 
Peerless hinges ... best quality, just arrived, 1000 for Hld. 
5000 for 3/4 post free (Special quotations for larger quantities). 

Strong LOOSE LRAF BOOKS, 25 leaves of strong linen 
hinged board .. 225 striµ pockets, 9~ x 7 ! inches, a Britisli 
made, high quality article. Post free in Union ] 6/-
Rodesia S.G. Nos. 27 alHl 28 mint. Cat. 6/6 2/4 
Sudan No. 104 mint. Cat. 15/- 6/-

Above all post free. e 
To many ~nquirers whose requests for approval selections hav 

received tardy replies, we beg to apologise. Notable additions to ou 
stock now enable us to offer a number of new books of stamps 
priced at an average of under half Gibbons for good copies, with 
additional reductions on purchases, We ask references from new 
clients. · · 

· Though we have not shop premises in Durban and conduct 
the majority of our business through the post. we are always glad to 
meet collectors, particularly those vis1ting1Durban and a line to us 
will secure an appointment. 

We are Agents for Messers. BRIGHT & SON, LONDON, and 
11tock Aldwyce, Kingsway and Premier albums. · 
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Correspondence. 
(To the Editor" S.A. Philatelist\ 

De·ar Sir,-I would be much obliged if any of your readers could kindly 
let me have information of the following stamps of the O.F.S.: (1) ½d. Chest­
nut of 1883 (S.G.48) surcharged as No. 143 S.G. I have a single specimen 
postma,rkE\'(l " Bloemfontein." (2) 4d. blue (S.G. Nos. 149 and:;'156) with 
double surcharges o~ V.R:I. an!1 Fourpence .. Raised stops and mixed stops. 
The first surcharge 1s quite famt. . . · 

St. Andrews College, Grahamstown, C.P. 
(Rev.} E. B. FORD. 

Dear Sir,-Would you kindly inform me whether Cape, No. 67, is known 
with inverted watermark? On going through some duplicates I found a few 
copies. What is the value, please·?~! am, etc., . , . ,, 

A. LICHTENSTEIN. 

Rouxville, O.F.S. 
(We have heard of copies with inverted watermark; but cannot advise 

price.-Ed.) 

De-ar Sir,-! am enclosing two ½d. and one ld. Union. You will observe 
all are imperf. on one side only. Could you please tell me whether -or not 
t4is variety is. genuine ?-I am, etc.. • • 

FRED STEPHENS. 
(Thiromo, Nyasa.land, 'II>/4/Z3. 

(The stamps a.re certainly genuine, but can hardly be regarded as 11 
variety since they have evidently been obtained. from booklets cut closely.­
Ed. " S.A. Philatelist.") . · 

Sir,-! shall be more than grateful if I mar please thank--through the 
medium of your paper-the two following ladies for the postage stamps 
which they have so kindly forwarded me in response to the appeal for my 
brother, which contributions I indeed appreciate. 

Miss Phyllis E. McCallum, Bolo Reserve, C.P. 
"A Small Collector," Kingwilliamstown, C.P. 

I wish to age.in thank you for your kindness in inserting the paragraph, 
and am only hoping that further contributions me.y reach me e.t a later date. 
-I am, etc., 

LA WREN CE HILL: 
19, Hyslop Road, Pieterme.riuburg. 

Dear Sir,-May I be permitted to make a suggestion that on the second 
page of the cover, under the heading of advertisements, you insert a notice 
tha.t advertisers MUST give their name as an integral pa.rt of the advertise­
ment. I for one will not reply to an advertisement which does not do so, 
since I have e. lack of confidence in those who merely put " Reply to Col­
lector," or "Reply to Box Number 000."-I am, youffl, etc., 

H. MALLET VEALE. 
Kafue, Rhodesia.. 

(Provided the publishers. are satisfied witl! the bon!I, fides o,f t~e adver­
tiser they must naturally m.sert the e.dviert1sement as handed m. We 
think, however, that if the above suggestion is followed, it will give more 
a&tisfaction all round.-Ed., " S.A. Philatelist.") 
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Dear Sir,-1 wish to congra.tulate you on our little journal, the reading 
matter of which has more than conie up to expectations. 

I would like to suggesi.., th,a.t you giv,e 11;s an article on exactly how to 
a.rrange a collection-say; a> specialised . coilectrofr · of Unions. 

I should also like to have your opinion-on the following matter. I have 
a certain section under my Uhiciris; which i liighiy value; above the section 
I have a note to the effect that just aft.er Union all the remaining stamps of 
the four Provinces were issued indiscriminately throughout the Union. The 
result was that a Transvaal stamp could be found used in the Cape, and so, 
to my mind, these stamps must be. classed as Unions. If you know of any­
one who has any good combinations of the above-, with distinct postmarks 
to dispose of, please recommend them to me. I would also· like to inform 
you of an interesting item which· I have seen in the Union 3d., black and 
orange, with a white portion about ¼in. wide, directly a.cross the orange 
portion of the stamp.-! am, etc., 

E. L. RADEMEYER. 
Box 15, Frankfort, O.F.S. 

(Thanks for good wishes, we shall certainly do everything to maintain 
as high a standard as possible. At an early date we shall include an article 
on "How best to aaange a specialised collection." Regardiniz the inter­
changeabilty of stamps when Union was formed, these could be included 
un~er Union as provisionals. Write to Mr. Chas. Hand, P.O. Box 1018, 
Pretoria, who has a magnificent collection of these.-'-Ed:) 

Quite recently a registered letter was sent from Mauritius to a firm in 
London by the A.D.C. to H.E. The Governor, the envelope bearing a stamp 
of the Britannia type of Mauritius. The clerk who -was jpstru.ct.ed t-0 
desp11,tch the letter called the attention oJ a philat.elist to what· ap.ared· to 
him a " Blue Mauritus," and enquired its value. The philatelist,, on 
examining- the stamp, found it to be one which was prepared for use but not 
issued, Gibbons No. 40. On being fold that the stamp was worth a humble 
"tanner" only, the clerk who had visions of a fortune by commandeering 
quietly faded away with a broken heart! 

P?ease be sure to •always mention 

the " S, A, 'Philatelist " when 

replying to advertisers -it helps 

them, and it helps us. 

The Editor will be pleased to receive new errors 

and Varieties ·of Unions, for his personal collection. 

Please state . price wanted, and address letters to 

G. W. ,REYNOLDS. Box 6363, Johannesburg. 
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Philatelic Society The Port Elizabeth Philatelic Society and the West ~ 

African Philatelic Society. ( 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~-vv-vv~~~~· 
VOL. I. June 1st, 1923. No. 5 

TOPICS OF THE MONTH. 

To those readers who received imperfect copies last issue, we offer an 
apology and an explanation. Unfortunately, while the " Philatelist " was 
in the pn'ss, our printers' machine br-oke down, and rather than de-lay the 
issue, the work was given to another printer to finish. This person used 
common jobbing ink instead of high-class magazine ink, and likewise took 
little trouble to turn out a good job. This unavoidable occurrence, is re­
gretted, while readers are assured it will not occur again'. 

In this issue will be found a further instalment on Rhodesia by Mr. 
Coch, which reminds us that in his first article, appearing in the April issue, 
a m'stake a.ppeared. The first issue of Rhodesia was erroneously given i,,s 
HJ22, instead of, of course, 1890. We hope Mr. Coch has not had his leg 
pulled unduly, although we believe a few readers have advised him to "take 
a litCe more water with it." 

We take this opportunity of congratulating Mr. C. W. Reid on being 
elected President of the Johannesburg Society. Mr. Reid is a busness man 
of ahility, apart from be'ng a keen and experienced philatelist, and we feel 
sure that under his able guidance the Society will put up fresh records tJ:.iis 
year. 

In Mr. Mark Rose, the Society is fortunate in having a keen and enthu­
siast'c Secretary, while we are all pleased to see Mr. Coch and other new 
b:ood on the Committee. 

Subscribers will notice that this and the previous issue ha11 been posted 
flat in an envelope. This improvement has been effected in order that, copies 
will rearh subscribers in a clean state, w1'AUe not being crea~~ will impro-vlt 
matt€7rs for binding 'as ea.oh volume it CQillpleted, 
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We have received letters from various subscribers requesting an article 
on the host way to mount a specialised collection, with the l:nion of South 
Afrif'a as the country to be dealt with. Such an article is in the course of 
preparation, and will be publislwd a few issues hence. 

Another item of interest to Sonth African collectors is the cancellation 
appearing on high value Unions. There is no doubt that the vast maiority 
of high-value Unions have been telegraphically used: which many collel'tors 
include in their collections as postally used specimens. This also is rereiv­
ing our attention, and an article on this subject will make its appearance in 
the near future. 

Sinre our first issue, five months ago, great strides have lw<"n madP. 
Subscriptions have come in wornlerfully well, while advertisers, locally and 
overseas. have lirlped a great deal Thi,re are many rPaders who trike advan­
tage of the lrnrzains advertised in the" Philatel;st." bnt dq not alway,; nlf'n­
ti,m the '· Philateli-t "when replying to advertisers. An advertiser is alwnvs 
very plensed to learn that his new business is the result of an advertisement 
in thP "Philatelist." and that. helps us a grnr1t defll. Therefore, please be 
sure and always mention this journal when replying to advertisements. 

Another point. This journal is conducted bv a Philr1telist for the benefit 
of Philatelists, prinC'ipally in South Afr;ca, and we feel sure that coll"ectors 
are giving it as much support as possible. Now the point is. there are times 
when you want a pr1rticnlar starnp-whv not r1dv€rtise for it in the " Phila­
telist"? You no donbt have stamps voi1 want to disnosP of-whv not adver­
tise them in the" Philntelist " 9 Tlie cost of a small r1dvertisernent is only 
a few s11illirnrn. while yon are h011nil to get n good rPh1rn. 'fllPrPfore. yon 
will be lwlninz ns nnd doing yourself a aood turn by a,lvertising vom· wants, 
etc., in this journal. "' · 

(JJ 
(JJ 

(JJ 

British Colonials. 
I have a very large stock of British Colonials. 
particularly Africans, in exceptional condition -
every c0py is " picked " and can be described 
either "very fine" or "superb." 

For many years I have specialised in sending 
out approval selections, in fact I do nothing else. 

My prices are reasonable. The whole of my 
stock is priced on the following basis :-Stamps 
catalogued 5/- and below at ONE THIRD 
GIBkONS. Stamps catalogued above 30/- at 
HALF GIBBONS. Stamps, cat. 6,- to 30/- at 
proprHtionate rates. 

I can also send interesting selections of Por­
tuguese, German, French and Spanish Africans. 

SEND ME YOUR WANT-LIST. 

F. B. TURPIN, 161. RTRAND. 
LO~DUX, \\'.C, '2. 

&LZ_.J2E..L5;;:sez 
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RHODESIA. 
By J. E. M, COCH. 

(Continued from Page 37), 

CHAPTER II. 

FIRST PROVISION" AL ISSUE. March 18!11. 

59 

From the time of the granting of the Charter to the British 8011th Africa 
Company in October, 1889, pioneers from the Cape, Transvaal, and Orange 
Free State continued settling in this new country; and particularly after the 
pioneer force had established itself in Mashonaland in September. 1890, 
numerous parti es arrived by which the white population was considerably 
augmented. · 

This increased population demanded and were granted lower postal rates. 
The letter rate of postage to the United Kingdom and the South African 
Colonies was reduced from Gd. to 4d. This created a need for stamps of new 
valnes. and to meet immediate requirements. Messrs. Bradbury, Wilkinson 
and Co. were instructed to surcharge certain stamps of the current issue for 
provisional use. 

For the !d., 2d. , and 4d., surcharge, the 6d., ultramarine was used (a 
large stock of this stamp being on hand at the London Offices of the B.S.A. 
Company at the time; which also accounts for the comparative scarcity of 
the Gd., nltramarine without surcharge) . The ls .. brown was used for the 
Rd .. surcharge. The snrcharge, which is applied to the lower part of the 
stamp, consists of a large numeral of value, and the letter "d " followed by 
a square period, a.s shown in the following illustrations: 

The following is a synopsis of this issue: 

Date of issue-March, 1891. 

New values surcharged in black on stamps of 1890 issue, by Mes1r1 . 
Bradbury, Wilkinson and Co. 

1. ½d., black surcharge, on 6d., ultramarine. 
2. 2d., black snrcharge, on 6d., ultramarine. 
:l. 4d .. black surcharge, on 6d., ultramarine. 
4. 8d., black surcharge, on ls., brown. 

In the Royal Philatelic Society's publication on Afric11, the following 
measurements of the surcharge are given: 

" The numerals and letter ' d ' on the three highest value~ are 9½ m.m. 
in height and the 'd ' is 3 mm. widP . The two numerals on the Halfpenn7 
;ur ench 5l min , in height, r1n<l the letter 'ct ' nwasmefi ~ by 1 mm:· 
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(Further particulars of these surcharges are expected, and will be pub­
l'shed later.- Ed.) 

No varieties of the surch:uge, to my knowledge, have so far been 
chronicled. 

Good postally used stamps of these provisionals are very scarce. 

CHAPTER III. 

NEW VALUES-REGULAR ISSUE, 189~-94. 

Abont a month after the provisional issue, the new values commenced to 
appear in a regular issue. These were supplied by the same printers, in 
sheets of 60 stamps-six horizontal rows of ten. 

The design is the same as for the lower values of the 1890 issue, except 
that the value label at the bottom of the stamp has been removed, and the 
new va]ues. which fl0re in words on a white ground, added at a separate 
printing in Roman cap!tals from ordinary type: and in a different colour to 
the rest: of the design. In the 3s. and 4s. the values are· expressed in small 
block capitals. 

The paper, gum and perforat.ions are identical with the first issue. 

The following is a synopsis of the varieties, together with the dates of 
first issue: 

Engraved and printed by Bradbury, Wilkinson and Co. 

Perf. 14, 14½, by single line machines. Wmk same as 1890 issue 

Thin wove paper. Value in second colour. Types as ahove. 

1. ½d .. dull blue and vermilion. April, 1891. 
(a) slate blue and vermilion. 
(b) slate blue and vermilion on blued paper. 
(c) deep blue and vermilion. 
(d) d eep blue and vermilion on blued paper. 

2. 2d .. sea-green and vermilion. April, 1891. 
(a) pale sea-green and vermilion. 
(b) deep sea-green and vermilion. 

3. 3d., slate and green. December, 1891. 
(a) black and green. 

4. 4d .. chestnut and black. April, 1891 . 
(a) pale chestnut and black. 
(b) red-brown and black. 
(c) grey-brown and black. 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022



THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 

British made Stamp Albums 
always give satisfaction, and none more than those 
which lH'at· the name of GIBBONS. Printed or ula11k, 
witb fixed or loo:;e leaves, WE SUPPLY ONLY THE BEST, 

AT 'fHE LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES consistent with 
quality, ASK FOR FREE LI8TS, 

STANLEY GIBBONS LTD , 391, Strand, London, England. 

5. Bd., rose-lake and ultramarine. April, 1891. 
(a) lake and ultramarine. 
(b) pink and ultramarine. 
(c) red-pink and ultramarine. 
(d) vermilion and ultramarine. 

6. 3s., brown and green. March, 1894. 
(a) pale-brown and green. 
(bl bistre-brown and green. 

7. 4s., slate and v.ermilion. March, 1893. 
(a) pale-brown and ve,rm1lion: 
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The same variety, as in the first issue, of the dot on tail of left-hand sup­
porter oJ the coat-of-arms, occurs in this series. In the first vertical row of 
six stamps, there is no dot, the remammg fifty st.amps in the sheet having 
the dot on tail. The positfon of the dot va,ries considerably. In my opmion, 
the plates used for Uns printing were from the original die of the first issue, 
which was retouched and the value label removed. Other minor differences 
between this issue and that bf 1890 are tha.t there is no cross hatching below 
the " name tablet " at the top of the stamp, and only faint cross hatching 
around the legs of the supporters, etc., whereas in the first issue this is very 
prominent. 

The 3d. value is found with tlie letters " RE " .of; t'he word THB,EE 
joined. This occurs twice on a sheet, and is the sixth stamp' in the third 
and sixth horizontal rows. The type for printing the values was evidently 
set up in three horizontal rows of ten; as on examination it will be found 
that any variations in type in the first three horizontal rows are repeated 
in the three lower rows in the same positions; and the type in the lower half 
of the sheet is not always in proper alignment with the upper half, 

The 3s. is the rarest stamp of' this is.sue, either in mint condition or 
post.ally used, due to the fact that most o4' these stamps were used for fiscal 
purpos·es. Many of these stamps were cancelled with a postal cancel~ing 
st,amp at certain centres where a revenue cancelling stamp was not available 
at the time. 

There are minor varieties of broken and badly shaped letters iu the 
words of value, found in the whole series. 

(To be continued) 

Mr. H. L. Kaplan's advertisement which appeared on the ins:ue back 
cover of the la.st issue, containea an error which we regret. His telephone 
number is 1971, and not as stated therein. We trust Mr, Kaplan has not. 
been inoo~v,mienced in any wa1, 
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Cl'- """'"""""'""""-"""""""""""'"""'"""'"~"""""""' .... ""'"""'"""'"""'""' """'""'"""" ""' Al\,.; 
} NOTES ON ~ 

i ~~ -:L ~t~W~l~~h~~~t~th~ea~!,~::.,~o~o~• I 
~ New Issues, etc. Kindly refer to notices on page ii. i 
,,,~~""VY-W-W-VW~"'W""'VV-VV""""'"""""""""""""""'"'VV'""""'~'""""""""""'"~-"'--~,\) 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

ld. NO WATERMARK. 
This error was dirouicle<l in the FeLruary issue,, au<l we are 110w iu a 

position to give fuller details. 
U11ly one sheet was found, and in this 24 sta111ps were oLtaiuaLle with 

110 watermark, which occurred in rather an unusual rnanHer. bvtcteHtly tile 
sheet when waterrnarked was incorrectly cut, s,11ce t11e 11n;t hur,.1unta1 ruw 
uf starnps completely missed the watermark; the _second ruw was water-
1Uarked, and then followed eleven more rows all watermarked, thus causwg 
the waterrnark to appear iu the central decorated pillar, wlud1 separates the 
upper and luwer panes. ln the lower half sheet Uie hrst row of swrnps bore 
110 watenuark, hence the watermarl, UlJ!Jeared in the margin beneath tile 
bottom row of stamps. 'lhe sheet is frolll plate No. ti, while it is also inter­
esting t-0 note that the watermarks were iuvened as well. Uuiou eoJ!ectors 
cau tnerefore add (if they are lucky). another mterestmg item to their col-
lections. , 

Concerning the new pictorial issue, we learn that everything has been 
suspended for at least six m onths, and that an indent has been sent to 
London for several valu es of the existing issue, which are running short. 

As foreshadowed in the May issue of the " Philatelist, " the 2d. due, 
printed in l'retoria. has 1,ow made its appearauce Supplies were issued tu 
the Johann es burg :Vlain Office some weeks ago, but h ave not Leen put on 
the counter owing to stocks of the De la Rue printing still being 011 hand. 
The ·uew issue was, however, on sale at some Reef l'ust pffietcs 011 ]()th l\lay. 
The general design of th e uew stamp is th e same as the De la Hue printing. 
Lut the figure of vah1e is different. Sheets consist of two horizontal panes 
of 60 ead1 , top margin plain, bottum margiu perfornted. 

The new ld. postage <lne wns on snlc ht some 11eef OffirC's on lGlh May. 
The de~ign of the frame is the same ns before. but thP figurn nf value hns 
h,,en altered to a rather grotesque looking affair. as (·a11 be S<'Pn fro111 lite 
l,lo,·k appearing below. The new values are certainly very well printed, 
while the general ex,ieutiou is good, and the Govcn11ncnt priuter can now 
have I' \ittle praise for a chauge. 
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May 16th, 19~3. Types as aLuve. Lithugrnphe<l uy the UuYcrnrnL,ut l'rinter ; 

Pretoria. White wove paper. No wmk. Perf. 14. (Value iu ulaek.) 

l<l. Black and rose-pink. 
2d. Black and dull violet. 

Ou examining sheets of ·the ld. and 2d. dues, the only minor variety 
notiee<l is that some of the "d's" have the top serif square, while ulhern at·e 
pui11te<l. A variety wurtlly of notice is to be found in the first vertical row 
of stamµs of the left pane. We purchased four sheets of the l<l. an<l two uf 
the 2d., and in both values the second horizuutal perforation was entirely 
missing, as can Le seen from the illustration above. No doubt this will 
speedily be rectified. 

South West Africa. 

Major C. M. S. Forsbrook, Hehol.Joth, kindlv sends us a Llock of four of 
th e current ½<l, analogous to the Id. Llock of four illustrated in the Aµrd 
issue. This very interesting item is h ere illustrnted, fron1 whil'h it will be 
H'En that in the two top stan,ps only the words "South We~t" m1<l " Zuiu 
West" respectively apµear, while the lower stamps appea1· as "Africa" 
above'· South West." In the Id. previously illustrated, the bottom row had 
the word " Afr;ca" only. Various correspondents have shown us specimens 
in which the stop after " Africa " appears more like a comma, and in other 
111stances much smaller than normal. 

Spaced "Af rilrn" 1/B O'priut inverteu, l\lisplaceLl over·pl'illt, 

Mr. M. D. Holmes, Elandshoek, sends us the followin" infonnatio1t: 
"On examining some sheets of th(e ~d. postage dues from: S.W.A. Post 
Office, I found on one sheet the word ·· Afrika" spaced " Af rilrn." Tliis is 
the 59th stamp. I have four sheets of GO stamps, and all have the ' Wes ' 
error, thin · Z ' 2nd stamp, and the 5th stamp showR a small liyphen or dot 
bctw,•en South West, but the remainder of the overprint is rnuclt dea11cr 
than some I have seen on other sheets. I have also seen a faint liyplien 
under South West in the }d. and 2d. postage stamps and the 3d. postage due. 
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Mr. Goad, Roodepoort, informs us that he has a Id. postage stamp with 
no stop over "i" in " Zuid," and also mentions that he has tne "At.nea" 
variety in the ½d. (p-ostage) value f!.S wel:\: . • 

A le,tter was recently addressed by us to the D1redor of Posts and ·l'ele­
graphs Windhoek, enquiring what varieties were known to the Department, 
and al~o what action had I.Jeen taken to• prevent the issuing uf defective 
sheets. .. · 

In reply to the above, Col. Venning kindly favoured us with the follow-
ing information : 
The Editor, Ref. No. 27612.3. 

"S.A. Philatelist." Windhoek, 3rd May, 1923. 
Sir,.::_! have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 

26th ult. on t-110 subject of South-West Africa stamps, and in reply to state 
the only inverted overprints sold officially by this Administratfon are the 
twopenny. There are, however, certain defects and minor blemishes in con­
nection with the first overprint to which the, attention of the Government 
Printed was immediately drawn, and except such words as "We,st," ap­
pearing as "Wes" and the overprint not being exactly in the centre of each 
pane. also in the easel of the penny in each sheet of 240 a dot, appearing thus 
"Af.rica," I know of no other peculiarit,ies. 

In regard to the supposed official sale in South-West Africa of ½d., ld., 
and 1/3 values inverted overprint, I have to state· all Postmasters have been 
officially warned on no account to issue or pa.rticipate in the sale of any 
sheets of stamps with the overprinting inverted. If any sheets of the afore­
mentioned values are on sale in the Union, they have been surreptitiously 
transferred, and such sales or transfers are unofficial seeing a further instruc­
tion has been issued that all sales t,o persons outside of South-We·st Africa 
conducted by letter may only be ca.rried out through the medium of this 
office. 

I may also state that the origin of the overprint was not to fleece the 
public and particularly philatelists, bU:t in order to safeguard the revenue 
proper which th's A<lministration could not otherwise guarantee whilst 
Union stamps were interchangeable, 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

i (Sgd.) JAMES A. VENNING, 
Director of Posts and Telegraphs, South-West Africa. 

There is only one comment we wish to pass on the above. The ½d. and 
l<'I. values with ovrrprint inverted are certainly either forgerirs or nnde­
st,rovrd printer's waste, but the ls. 3d. with ovt>rpl'intinverted is undoubtedlv 
irenuine. one Rhret onlv of which was discovered in the Protectorate bv a col­
Ject,or who retnined some. and disposed of the rPSt t,o a prominent local col­
lector. There is not the sl"ght.est doubt about this. 

AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEAL TH. 

Mr. A. L. Fry, of Wirrega. South Australia kindly sends us specimens 
of the l½d. in the new green colour. ' · 

RARE BRITISH COLONIALS. 

I make a speciality of Rare British Colonials and hold a very fine stock of 
AFRICANS 

Selections sent on approval against references 

T. ALLEN. 
" Craigard'' Blake Hall Road, Wanstead, London, E. 11, England, 
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KENYA, 
Mr. W. Tunstall informs us that the 12 cents. stamp is being withdrawn. 

This denomination was issued as a receipt stamp, and since the charge was 
changed to 10 cents., it is no longer rcquHed, al](.l uo further supplies will be 
printed. 

MAURITIUS. 

Sergt-.Major J. P. Tomkins kindly sends us the 1 cent. script on thin 
paper and denser than the previous printmg with multiple C .A. watermark, 
and mentions that the 12 cents. grey script is no longer obtainable. A. 
Rs. 50 stamp is being instituted, but will only be usPd for revenue, etc. 
(Insurance) for which pmpose the Rs. 10 are mostly used, hence the scarcity 
of postally used copies. 

ST. KITTS NEVIS. 

Mr. l\1. D. Holmes, of Elands]wek. writes: "I have had a letter from 
the Postmaster of t:lt. Kitts Nevis, in whil'h he tells me tliaf the tercentenary 
set of stamps will only be available for this year, and after December 31st 
all stocks on band will be dl'Stroyed." 

RHODESIA. 

Mr. L. H. Hivers, Umtali, kindly sends us the following list of stamps 
(Admiral type only), with impelf. margins, etc:, which he either possesses 
or has co1Le across: 

½d. Vertical pairs imperf. between, imperf. bottom margin (two Bhades); 
imper!. at rigllt (two shades), llllperf. at left. 

ld. Pairs mtperf. between; in,perf. at top; imperf. at bottom 
l½d. Pairs imperf. betweeu; imperf. at top; imperf. at lJottom. 
'21- die 111. toned paper, one pair imperf. between. 
2d die lll. white paper, imperf. at top. 
1/- de 111. white paper, impnf. l,etwt,,en pair. 

Gd. Our correspondent mentions that a sheet of 60, impl:rf., was sold by 
the Post Office, Shamva, and used in the ordinary way, and that 
he had also heard of a pair imperf. between, but does not 
know which die. 

Collectors in South Africa, part:cularly those in Durban, have in Mr. 
S'dnner, proprietor of the Southern S,amp Co., a really ·live philatelist in 
their midst. Mr. Skinner has established a personal touch in his b1isin.ess, 
and with that end in view, serious collectors will always be made we'tcornc 
at his home, where in a genial atmosphere induced by the comradeship of 
common interest, and light refreshments, they sometimes come within an 
ace of losing the last car back to town. Collectors from all centres visiti1_1g 
Durban should write to Mr. Skinner, P.O. Box 1677, Durban, for appoint­
ments after 6 p.m. or after 1 p.m. on Saturday, and can rest assured of a 
warm welcome with " business " as a -secondary consideration. 

RARE BRITISH AFRICANS 
ARE MY SPECIALITIES 

I hold an exceptionally fine stock, Prices are very reasonable. Selections 
are sent on approvaf against references 

T. ALLEN. 
"Craigard" Blake Hall Road, Wanstead, London, E 11, England, 
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E. BEUTHIN .. 
Cf xvert iu ~arll! ffi:rattsirnnls 

Rttll 
otave ffi:riRttgttlars. 

Highest prici>s paid for early British Colo11ials 
auu ol<l Collectious, 

Putrchaser of Rarieties and Varieties. 
Approvals sent on Application. 

'Phone 1953. 17, GREEN'S BLDGS., 
Box 66!9. Commissioner St., 

Johannesburg, 

====ic:::===::i=============== 

RHODESIA. 
ADMIRAL TYPE. PERFECT MINT. 

(POSTAGE EXTRA). 

DIE 1. PERF. H. 

2d. S.G. 210 ... ... ... ... ... ... O 6 
+ 3d. S.G. 213 ... ... ... ... ... ... O 6 
...-, 5d. S.G. 217 ... .... ... ... ... ... 1 0 
7-- 8d. S.G. 220 ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 U 

·lUd. S.G. 221 ... ... ... ... ... ... 2 U 
rr 1/- S.G. 2'22 ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 9 

2/- S.G. 224 ......... '· ... ... ... U o 
3/- t:i.G. 2'2Ua • ... . .. . .. . .. ... 4 U 

-f-. 3/- S.G. 227 ... ... ... ... ... ... 5 O 
5/- S.G. 229 ... ... ... ... ... ... 7 U 

10/- S.G. 2.'.ll ............... \ •. 14 0 
£1 S.G. 232 .................. 2U O 
£1 S.G. 233 .................. 25 O 

DIE 1. PERF. 15. -

. r lO<l. S.G. 237 ... ... ... ... ... ... I 6 

. -,,. 1/-• S.G. 238 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 O 
~ 2/6 S.G. 239 ... ... ... ... ... ... 4 6 
-,<_ 7,6 S.G. 242 .................. 11 6 

DIE 3. PERF. 14. 
3d. S.G. 2/i!cl ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 6 
3d. S.G. 260 ... ... ... ... ... ... o 5 
4d. S.G. 261 ... ... ... ... ... ... O 8 
4d. S.G. 262 ... ... ... ... ... ... O 8 
5d. S.G. 263 ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 !J 
ti<l. S.G. 265 ... ... . .. ... ... ... O 9 
Ud. S.G. 266 ... ... ... ... ... ... O 9 
8d. S.G. 268 ... ... ... ... ... ... l U 

10d. S.G. 270 ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 3 
2/- S.G. 273 ... ... ... ... ... ... 3 0 
3/- Not Cat. ... ... ... ... ... ... 4 6 
5/- S.G. 276 ... ... ... .. . .. . ... 7 O 

£1 S.G. 278 .................. 26 G 
£1 s:G. 279 .................. 26 6. 

DIE 3. PERF. 15. 
2d. Uncatalogued ... . .. ... ... 0 6 
4d. Uncatalogued ... ... ... ... 0 9 
6d. Uncatalogued ... ... ... ... 1 0 
8d. Uncatalogued ... ... .. . ... 1 4 

10d. Uncatalogued ... ... . .. ... I 8 
1/- Uncatalogued ... ... ... ... 2 0 

£1 Uncatalogued ............ 27 6 

All in stock many times over, and most other things catalogued 
by Gilibcim!. Send your wants, s, ,foctions on approval against refe­
rences or deposit. Specialist in this Country. 

E. GORD, 47, Canning Road, Addjti:ombe, Surrey, England. 

Pleaae mention the Philatelist when replying to Adverlima, 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022



!flt!<: sotr'tlt AFRICAN PHlLA'ttLIS'r. 

Notes on Early T ransvaals, 
By E. BEUTHIN. 

(Continued from page 41.) 

67 

The difficulty in discriminating between the different printings is not 
great, except in regard to the threepenny values; I think_ it_ best, therefore, 
to confine my remarks to the more generally found vanet1es. It ean, I 
tliink, be assumed that a collector, once taking an interest in early Trans­
vaals, will as his knowledge extends gradually master the difficulties, it 
being borne in mind that except in the case of the sixpenny improved Eagle 
type S.G. No. yo, all th~ valµes were_ pr_inted from the same plates, the im­
pressions varymg only m style of prmtmg, colour and paper. 

The first issue we have' to· define is the printing by Adolf Otto. The 
stamps are generally known as German prrnts, and although, as previously 
ment10ned, they were never officially issued, the faet re111a111s they are eata­
logued. The paper was thin and crisp, and by holding the stamps against 
a strong light small transparent blotches will be noticed. The printing is 
of fine workmanship, and the possession of one undoubted spel:imen will 
enable o_ne to recognise this issue without difficulty. 

The first local printing was by Viljocn Nos. 22-46, and they can generally 
be recognised by the coa1seness of the execut1011. 

Nos. 22-29 are on paper sent with the plates from Germany, and are 
exactly tne same as Utco nad used tor the p,ev10us issue. 1~us . .:iv-Jo are 011 
a tl!ick hard paper of very coarse and intenor texture, I.Jut s11uw111g 1,0 g,uw 
when viewed Dy refiectect llght. Tuey are not catalogued as having a yellow 
streaky gum, ttie specimens I have seen ratner mclme me to the uehef that 
Viljoen uaed the paint brush to gum the sheets W;th; traces of carmme are 
neatly al~ays to De seen. Nos. ::J8-46 are printed on a thmner paper some­
what transparent, showing the design at the back; the heavy pnnting is 
qmte sufficient to distinguish them. 

Nos. 47-69 were printed by Borrius on fine different papers. The simplest 
way of acquaintmg oneself with the stout- paper, Nos. 4i-al, is to acquire a 
lJetmy black one of the cheapest of old 'lra11svaals. Nos. 52-60 are really 
printed uu the same paper exl:ept that in some spe-cuncns the 2aper is some­
what transparent, ind the des1g11 shows thruugn at the back. Tlle d1stm­
guishing l,\l.ature ?f this !?aper is that I.Jy refiected light it slwws a fine gra,n 
and has a peculiar senn-transparent appearance very u111111stakable whe1r 
once known, like looking through very tine ground glass. Nos. 61-64 are on 
a paper with a very ,,uarse grain. Nos. li!:i-69 are on a very tl1iek paper show­
ing no wov::1 appearance. 

Nos. 77-129, printed by the Stamp Commission, are 011 four different 
papers. Nos. 77-87 on a rather thin paper, ~howing wove texture. 1'\os. 88-10, 
on a very thin transparent paper; Nos. 108-119 on a hard, surfaced paper 
(wrongly described as stout, at least uniformly so). The paper is sometimes 
very thin, so much so that the novice might confu~e it with the pelure uf 
1876. The distinguishing feature is glossy surface and hardness. Nos. 120-
128a are on a very coars,e, rough soft paper, which can always be distin­
guished by holding the stamp near a strong light and moving it slowly, when 
minute crystals will be seen. 

The later issues overprinted " VR. Transvaal " are readily distinguished 
by referring to the catalogue. 

These notes may appear meagre, but sho~1ld be sufficirnt if read with my 
former remarks. I have purposely avoided gui1w too 11111eh into detail, be­
cause, as with all difficult subjects, knowledge n~ust be acquired gradually. 
But I can assure my readers that very little practice will enable them to 
~lace frac\icallf all the u~ually found specilnens. For instapce, a Uorrius 
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or Viljoen can never be confound£d with a st.amp of Commission prnduction; 
the colours determining the difference. It would be more t.han difficult to 
make the same mistake between a Borrius and Viljue·n; the former was an 
experienced printer, wh le the latter had had no previous 'experience. 

The study of these interesting stamps has afforded me great pleasure, 
and I really cannot understand why so few take an interest in• them. For 
those who would like to pursue the subject further I should recommend them 
to read the clever and exhaustive article Ly Mr. Yardley in the third volume 
of the Royal Philatelic Society's work on Afrka. 

The April issue of the " Southern Cross Collector " is to hand: This 
excellently got up little journal includes ·many stamp notes, also articles on 
coins, and many other interesting subjects. The Editor is Mr. D. Raymond, 
25 Beach Road, Dulwich Hill, Sydney, Australia, who will be pleased to send 
specimen copiee, and all details. · 

Johannesburg United Philatelic Society. 

Pres.: Mr. C. W. Reid. Hon. Sec.: Mr. Mark Rose, P:o. ·Box 4967. 
Meetings ar"' held every second and fourth Tuesday in the l:loaid Room 

Trust 1:Su1ldmgs, Fox Street, at l:! p.m. 

ANNUAL DINNER 

A very enjoyable evening was spent by members ar,d visitors. at the 
Regent on the :!bth April, the occasion being the annual d,nner of th.e t:lociety, 
::icu,e thirty odd ph11ate1ists we1e present, including visitors from the .i:'re, 
toria and Bast ltand .Philatelic boc1eties. Mr. Waring, l'r.es1deut .of the 
J. lJ .1'.S., proposed the toast of the King, after which Mr. Searfe; m an ably 
delivered speech, prop<.,sed the toast of the visitors, to which Mr. Van Mal­
sen, President of the P.P.S., and Mr. Larsen of the E.R Society, suitably 
replied. Included in the other visitors present. were Messrs. Obermeyer, 
Klagsbrun, Chas. Hand and Pethirk, from Pretoria, and Mr. Donne from 
the East Rand Philateiic Society. In replying to the toast of the Press, Mr. 
VallenLne referred to the good work that had been done on ,behalf of- phila­
tely. Mr. G. W: Reynolds, in proposing the toast of "Our Hobby,~' dealt 
with the progress of philately in South Africa, and also i:nentioned that the 
" Philatelist" was doing its little bit to help the hobby along. . 

The 14th Annual General Meeting of the Society was held on the 8th 
May, Mr. Waring presid'ng over a very good a,ttendance. The Minutes of 
the previou~ Annual Meeting having been read and confirmed, the Balance 
Sheet, which showed a useful balance on the right side, was adopted. 

Mr. Waring, in presenting his report, dealt with the very successful 
nature of the past year, while he commented on the very sa.tisfactQry manner 
in which the various Committees had carried out their duties, 
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The following were elected to office for the ensuing year:-Pres.: Mr. 
C. W. Re:d. Vic&Pres.: Mr. S. L. Waring. Hon. Sec.: Mr. Mark Hose. 
Hon. Treas.: Mr. J. G. Houbert. Hon. Librarian: Mr. P.R. Koll. Members 
of Committee: Messrs. Coch, Johnstone, Wertheim, Glasser and Hawmer­
schlag. An Exchange Superintendent. was not elected owing to the results 
of previous packets circulated he;ng very disappo:nting. This matter will 
be dealt with by the incoming Committee. . 

The meeting terminated with the usual auctions and vote of thanks to 
the Chairman. 

Pretoria Philatelic Society. 
President": M·r. N. van Malsen. Hon. Sec.: Mr. A. P. Obermeyer. Box 309. 

Meetings held at Market Restaurant, first and third Mondays, 8 p.m. 

The usual meeting of the Society was held on ·the 7th ult., Mr. van 
Malsen presiding over an attendance of nineteen. Letters of appreciation 
were read from visitors who attended the special exhibit of Union stamps 
by Mr. G. W. Reynolds. Appreciation was also expressed by the members 
who attended .the Johannesburg United Philatel'c Societv's dinner for the 
treat and .enjoyable evening spent, which tended to still further cement the 
close friendship of the two Soc:eties. 

Mr. Giovanet.ti exhibited his collection of Italy, and read a very inter­
esting paper ori the sta.nips of that country; while Major Booth contributed 
some useful notes which wen: greatly appreciated. 

The usual_ :free ·raffle and auctions took place, a large number of stamps 
being put. 1ip 'which re9l;sed prices advantageous to the hnyers. 

The Library Fund is still benefiting by donations of stamps, while Mr. 
Chas. Harid kindly contributed a very nice item for disposal for this Fund. 

We learn that ~Ir ... Chas. Hand has res'gned the office of Sunerintendem 
of Exchange of ihe Pretori11 Phi_latelic Society, ,md that Mr. Andrew Watf'on 
lH\s been appointed in his place. 

East London Philatelic Society. 

Pi-'es.: 'Mr. W. R. Llo:vd. Hon. Sec.: Mr. ,T. R. Levy, Box 372. E.L. 
(Meetings lietd 'in Sons of England Hall, North Street. 3rd Fridavs. 8 p.m. 

Junior Society meetings held at Selborne College, last Friday each month.) 

The 13th annual meeting of the Society was held on Apr'l 20th. Renorts 
of tl·e various officers were read, while the balan.ce sheet showed a balance 
on the right side. Mr. Carnell, in moving the adoption of the reports, ~on­
grahdated members on the progress of the Society during the pa.st year. 
The following offici>rs were elected for the ensuing year: 

President, Mr. W. B. Llovd: Vic&President. Mr. J. Carnell: Hon. 8E'rrE'­
tar:v and TrE'asurer, Mr. ,T. R. J.evv; Exchange SuperintendE'nt, Mr. F. vV. 
Bucholtz: Librarian, Mr: J. Carnell. 

The svllabus for'i't\e ens'uiitg year was adopted and two new members 
we·r(' elected. .. . 

'fhe meeting tPrminated with a hearty vote of thanks to the presiding 
pre~irlent. and to Mr. (lrtrnPll for .the use of his offi<'e. 

rwe conITT"atnlate Mr. J,lovd_:·on being electPd PrPsi{'lpnt,, arrl fpnl R'l~f' 

the Roc;etv will advan:ce with such an Ahle R1<innn at the helm. ThP Soriefr 
is also vE>ry fort~ma,te-in,,bav.i~g.for tlieir Hon Recretur:v snrh a k('en and 
enthusiast:c hard worker as Mr. J. B. Levy.-Ed,] ' 
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Correspondence. 
(To the Editor•' S.A. Philatelist.) 

Dear Sir ,-··I am sending you a variety for your inspection, which J have 
never seen or heard of before, neither do Stanley Gibbons catalog1le them 
for some reason or other. The varieties sent are the Natal 5d., King Edw11rd, 
Crown C.A., and a Transvaal 4d. King Edward. Multiple Crown C.A .. both 
with inverted ,~atermark. Can you please give me any information lj/jl, to 
why Stanley (:ribbons do not catalogue inverted watermarks?-! am, etc., 

J.\MES PRESTON. 
Kingwilliamstown, 14/5/23. 

[Stanle~• Gibbons. Ltd., it must be remembered. are a firm of stamp 
dealers. and naturally catalogue what they have for sale. In any case, they 
pay little attention to inverted watermarks.-Ed.] 

THJS l\IONTH'S NASTY KNOCK .. 

Dear Sir,-I have here your "S.A. Philatelist" for April, in which there 
is an article on postage due stamps, in which you makes yourself one mass 
of contradictions, there is a stamp with the figure One penny misplaced. 
You say it is an interesting item. You seem to be quite pleased because this 
stamp ha.s come your way, you might has well kept your mouth shut th~n, 
but underneath is another bit of high-thinking in which yoti say it is a 
great pity that our local printing works cannot exercise a little more care. 
What in the devil you said this for, when you are all the blinking time look­
ing out for errors and rubbing your hands with goy when you get oile, and 
running all over Africa to show it. Why can't you let the printing wor'k 
along, and let them makes the errors. It is interesting to all those collectors 
who gets them. We don't want an old printing works who can't make a mie­
take. I prefer one who can make a mistake. You are dam glad to get these 
errors, and then curse the men who make them. I have heard a lot of com­
plaints about your Philatelist paper, and I see one silly ass asking about a 
10s. Union stamp, which has a number in a circle in it. I would tell these 
duffers to go home to their Mother and learn from her 11. little longer. All 
st.amps above 2/6 are all from off telegrams, and all st,ole from the Post Office 
and you know it. The answer to this silly ass is another bit of high think­
ing. It would be better if you kept your mouth shut, instead of giving your­
self away. Your paper will be doomed if you follow this line. You better 
lay down your arms and let some one take it who don't care a rap how the 
printing goes, but always pleased to get an error. 

Yours truly, 
(Our correspondent's name has not been disclosed-for hi11 own 11ake ! 

What a great pity to think we are doomed for telling the truth! All tht 
same. these unsolicited testimonials help to brighten the dull hours.-Ed.) 

Early British Colonials. 
I am dispersing a choice collection in exceptionally fine condition, 

Prices average one third catalogue. 
Also a fine specialised collection of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 

issues. mint ana superb used, mostly at ½ catalogue. 
Selections can be sent on approval to responsible applicants. 

References please, 

J. BIRD. 
F1Jhau1, L0n,lon, S \Y. 6. 
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Dear Sir_-Cc.uld y~u, or any 1eader of the " S.A. Philateli>'t." teil mE> if 
th,:i two follo .ving stamps are known, and if so what their respective value is 

1. CRpe of Good Hope. S.G. No. 63, with a small "½" apparently be­
for~ the word "PENNY." thus-ONE ½PENNY. 

2. Trnnsvaal. S.G. No. 390. with 4 m.m. space between th., word 
"Penny," and the bars (the normal spacin!; being 3 mm., I bPlieve) 

I am, etc., 

P.O. Highlands, C.P. S. M. RIPPON'. 

Dear Sir,-May I again encroach npon yonr kindness by asking you to 
further gratefully acknowledge gifts of stamps from the following: 

F. Stevens, Chiromo, Nyasaland. 
A. C. Thornton, Bulawayo. 
J. B. Levy, East London. 

I am a1so mnch indebted to you personally for the interest you have taken 
in bringing my brother's case to the notice of your readers, and I again 
thank you for all yonr trouble, which is deeply appreciated. 

I am, etc., 

LAURENCE HILL. -
19, Hyslop Road, Pie'.ermaritzburg. 

The Editor, "S.A. Philatelist." . 
Dear Sir,-I have a stamp in my possession not listed by Gibbons. This 

is a 3d. of the first type of S.A. Republic. overprint similar to type 6, but 
showing a smaller " S " in the word " Transvaal." than usnal. Possibly 
some of your readers could g'.ve me some information about this? 

I am, etc., 
Pietermaritzlmrg. C. F. MORTIMER. 

Messrs. BRIDGER & KAY'S OATALOGUJ£, 

We have received from Messrs. Bridger and Kay the latest edition of 
their well-known price list of British Colonial Stamps, which ha;; just been 
published. · 

This catalogue runs into nearly 100 pages, and gives their actual selling 
price of British Colonial s'.amps. The published price is ls .. which amount 
is refunded against orders of 5s. and over: copies may be had from Messrs. 
Bridger and Kay, Ltd., 170 Strand, London, W.C.2. 

An auction sale of a specialised collection of Transvaal stamps. probably 
unique in the annals of sales of stRmpR c,f any country, took place at ·the 
rooms of Messrs. Harmer, Rooke and Co .. Ltd .. 69, Fleet Sfreet. London. 
The tmusnal nRture of the sale cDnsisted in the fact that one h11yPr hact 
giYen limits to purchase every lot in the sale. and thot out of 382 lols he 
RPc-ured 283. the hu~'er being an old Tran~vaaler. Mr. L. T,oewenthal. of ERst 
Molesov, a member of the Herts Philataelic Society. who hitherto has devot-ed 
h"s nhila•elic energies to the collection of "British Usec'l Abroad." '!'re 
quality of the stamps was superb, and there were 'several great varieties, 
ROtllf1 of whi<:h1 we uncierstand, were purC'hascq on behalf of the King, 
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I I/5th CATALOGUR. 

LOURENCO MARQIIF.S, MINT for 3sh. 
Gibbons 96,170.171. 172,173.185. 

' MOZAMBIQUE. MINT for 4sh. 
Gibbons 158. 159. 162. 163. 164, 

165, 1€6. 173 
MOZAMBIQUE. FINE USED for 3sh. 

Gibbons 185,219.221, 222. 223, 225. 
KENYA. FINE USED for 1/9. 

Set of 4. 
ZAMBEZIA. FINE USED for lsh. 

Gibbon~ f9. 60. 
BRITISH AFRICAN COLONIES. All different 

. Gibbons Catalo11ue value 30sh. fur 5/­
CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. All different 

Gibbons Catalogue value over £1 
[for 4sh 

"All the a hove stamps guaranteed fine copies." 
Cash with Order. Postage Free. 

A. W. GLOVER, 
Ex-SUPT,, P.E. Philatelic Soc. 

Box 404, Port Eli.zabeth. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE ! 

For the convenience of S. African 
collectors, we have established an 
AGENCY at P.O. Box 15. PREMIER MINE. 
Transvaal whence first class FOREIGN or 
COLONIAL Approval Collections may be ob­
tained. 

WRITE FOR A SELECTION NOW I I 

SPECIAL O PENrNG OFFERS I I 

Mesopotamia. 2½ ANNA, Mint & Scarce 
[6d. each 

S1 AMP MOUNTS per 1000- 6d. All Post 
[Extra 

S, P. Q. R. APPROVAL SERVICE, 

(The Approval Service "par Exc,11,nco), 

LONDON lie SOUTH AFRICA, 

JOIN A CLUB, 'l'HE BEST IS 

The Southern Cross Collectors Club. 
COLLECTORS OF STAMPS, COINS, POSTCARDS. PHOTOS ETC, 

IN ALL COUNTRIE.S, 

Exchange your duplicates with reliable collectors the world over. And form 
lasting friendship at the same 1ime. 

LARGE CODE of PHRASES and SENTENCES for use in Exchanging, and Keys in several 
languages, 
OFFICIAL ORGAN: 

"THE SOUTHERN CROSS COLLECTOR." 
The Best Journal of its kind in Australasia. 

Published Bi-Monthly, Free during Membershijil, Specimen Copy Sent Gratis, 
Subscription 4sh, per Annum. Entrance Fee lsh, 

ADVERTISEMENT RATES, ENROLMENT FORMS, Eto. from L, F. SIMONSEN, 
Box 1346, G,P:o. Melbourne, Victoria, Australia, 

The Editor will be ple;;sed to recei'°e new errors 

a11d Yarieties of Unions, for his pel'sonal collection. 

Ph•ase state p.-ice wanted, au<l atld1·ess letters to 

G. w. REYNOLDS Box 636:3, Johannesburg. 
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f 4r,be $ 

l (m~!~~~ .t!:!~~~-&!~,~!:~~!;bilmde''l · I 
{ Edited by G. W. REYNOLDS, ? 
~ Box 6363, Johannesburg. ? 
i Published by H. BLOM, Box 5826, Johannesburg, ? 
~ i f OFFICIAL ORGAN: The Johannesburg United Philatelic Society; The } 
) Pretoria Philatelic Society; The East Rand Philatelic Society ; Philatelic ~ 
~ Society of Natal; The Cape Town Philatelic Society; The East London ( 
~ Philatelic Society The Port Elizabeth Philatelic Society and the West ? 
{ African Philatelic Society. } 

•""'\IV'~""""'-'-W-VVJ\,,V~-""-.....,_.~'"'VV""'--"'-""'~~"""""~"""""""VV'""\IV""VV"""""'"""""'""""' .. 

VOL. I. July 1st, 1923. No. 6, 

TOPICS OF THE MONTH. 

The Great Stamp Exhibition. 
The great Exhibition opened in London last month, and it is our only 

regret that we could not be present.. An Exhibi1tion on this scale needs to 
be actually seen for i•ts full a,ttractions to be realised. Apart, from the frames 
of rarities, etc., exhibited, t.he one particular thing which will be heavily 
patronised is undoubtedly the ModeJ Stamp F_a,cto!Y· Here_ can be seen, in 
every detail, the processes, of st.amp production m operat10n " while you 
wait," and half-a.n-hour spent in that p_art of the Exhibition would clear up 
more Philatelic puzzle,s than any handbook published. 

The May issue of " Gibbons Monthly Circular " a.rrived too late for men­
tion in our June number. This excellent publication contains art.icles on 
the 1914 Siam overprints, Fiji Local Postage Dues, and a host of other stamp 
news. Under " Stamp News in Brief," we not,i,ce that the Cigarett,e Tax 
Labels incident, is quoted, due acknowledgment of course being given to the 
.. S.A. Phila.t.elist "-" an atitr,ict-ive and informat.ive journal, which should 
be read regularly by every Philatelist. interested in the stamps of South 
Africa, old or new." It is very grat,ifying to find we have been so kindly 
.. noticed," and coming from such a quarter we feel all the mo-re flatt.ered. 
One of these fine days we hope t,o attain tha.t, high standard of excellence 
which cha,ra.cterises the monthly publicatfon of the world's foremost firm of 
-stamp dealers. 

Incident.ally, each is.sue of the " Monthlv Ci.r('ula,r " contains a cata­
logue supplement,. Readers o.f that journal, therefore. have no necessity to 
wait. for a new edition of the Catalogue to see what will, or what will not, hfl 
~ntalogued. 
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Rhodesian Society to be revived. 
There has been much talk in Bulawayo recently witi1 a view to resusci­

tating a Philatelic Society. The .Philatelic Society of Rhodesia wa.s in exis­
tence many years ago, while under its auspices the " Rhodesian Philatelist " 
was published a~ Bula.wayo. No. 1 of that journal was published in July~ 
1912, and was e~1ted by Mr. C. C. Woollacot.t. O:wing to the war, the Soci~y 
cea_sed t_o fu~cfaon, b~t- at the moment Rhodes1_a posseijsed many enthusi­
astic philat,ehsts. It 1s to he hoped that Rhodesian collectors will push for­
ward the Society as hard as possible. As s-oon as this is an accomplished 
fac't, the Society could do much worse than take up the maMer of the new 
provisional surcharge, while every assistance will be · extended bv this. 
journal. · · · · · 

New Union design. 
Mr. C. P. Immelman, who was the winner of a prize for his 6d. <lesi"u in. 

the c?mpetition. hel?, in 1911, has kind_l)'. forwarded us _a. set, of the de~igns. 
submitted by 1nm m the last competit10n held by the· Government. The 
designs are beautifully executed, and it i,s surprising to find that he was not 
successful in securing an award. In this connection it will be rememb.,,.ed 
that oi10 prize was secured by Mr. Johnstone, of Bloemfont,ein, while other 
prizes went to oversea,s firms. Mr. Jolmstone's design is beautifully exe­
cuted. At the top of the stamp appears the Union Buildings, immediately 
underneath which is found the Union Coa.t-of-Arms, with " Postage " at the 
left and " Revenue" at the right. At the foot of the Coat-of-Arms the words 
" South Africa" appear in a curved label, while in a.n ornamental panel at 
the bottom a view of Table Mountain and Harbour appea,rs. This design is. 
illustrated elsewhere in this issue. 

P. S. N. to the fore. 
The Philatelic Society of Natal is to be heart.ily congratulated on its, 

enterprise in arranging an exhibit at the forthcoming Agricultural Sho-w to 
be held in Durban, July 3rd-6th. The main object of the display is to in­
tere,st the younger generation in philately, and for this reason it is not pro­
po.sed to lay out pages from a highly specialised collection, but rather to 
show what can be done in philatelic " Zoos," stamp collec;tors' atlases, his­
tory etc. It is intended to fihow tha,t the complete historY._ of the Grea,t War­
was 'told in ·stamp issues, also illustrate with st.amps the scient<ific progres,s 
of the last eighty years, trace development of flying, etc. English dealers 
and publishers have been asked to co-opera.te by sending sample a-lbums, 
etc .. while there will be a good lot of accessories on view. This should un­
douht,edly add many recruits to our ranks, but while the main aim is to­
" catch 'em young," there is no doubt tha,t a number of collectors of maturer 
yearsw110 may perhaps have dropped the_ hobby of late, will start agai~ 
seriously. 

Elsewhere in this issue will be found advertisements of the Southern 
St.amp Company, Durban. Mr. C. F. Skinner is always anxious to meet 
collectors vis'iting Durban for a chat. with business as a second con­
sideration. 

During the Durba.n Show; Mr. Skinner will be plea13ed to see any col­
ledor at. the Natal Society's St.a.11, Home Industries Bldgs., Show Grounds, 
and will be ''.. At Home" during the evenings of the 5th, 6th, and 7th July 
at his residence, 51 Linden Road, Berea. · 

From our own experience, philatelists can rest assured that Mr. Skinner 
has a very fine stock of s•tamps, albums, accessories, etc., at very reasonable 
prices. 

Mr. Lichtensteins advt. in the last issue should have read" one PANE in 
stock"-not one pair) of 1/- inverted wmk) as stated 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022



THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 

RHODESIA. 
By J. E. M. COCH. 

(Continued from Page 61), 

CHAPTER IV. 

NEW ISSUE OF 2d. AND 4d. VALUES, 1895. 

75 

This was a t,emporary issue, required to replenish the stocks of the 2d. 
and 4d. values, wluch were becoming exhausted. preparatory to t,he issumg 
of an entirely new series in the -fo1lowmg year. 

These st.amps were prmted by Messrs . .l:'erkins, Bacon and Co., who re­
ceived the pla,tes from 1\lessrs . .tiradbury, Vvilk1nson and Co., and prmted 
the 2d. and 4d. values in much lighter colours 011 thick soft wove paper. 
These stamps measure fully 1 nm1. more in height, and the lines of the back­
ground appear to be heavier and clearer than in the precedmg issue. Either 
new plates had been prepared, or it is due to the Perkins, Bacon paper (soft; 
not being so susceptible to shrinkage after printing, as that (hard paper) 
used by Bradbury, Wilkinson and Co. If new plat-ea were prepared one 
would not expect to find the same vari-ety of dot on tail repeated " in toto ". 
in this issue. The sioft wove paper would also show up the design more 
clearly. (Perhaps some reader could explain.) 

Some of the stamps of this issue are to be found with the last letter of 
the word PENCE damaged, making it appear like the let.t.er " F " with a 
stop. There are also minor varieties of malformed letters, in the words of 
value. 

The following is a synopsis of the varieties together with the date of 
issue: 

Type identical with previous issue. 
Printed by Messrs. Perkins, Bacon a.nd Co. 
Perf. 12½ by single hne machines. 
Thick soft wove paper. Gum, white. No watermark. 
Date of issue, April, 1895. Value in second colour. 

I. 2d., green and red. 
(a) green and vermilion. 

(b) vari-ety "PENCF." 

2. 4d., yellow-brown and black. 
(a) yellow-brown .and blue-blii,.ck. 

(b) variety "PENCF." -
Although the 4d. IMPERFORATE has been repeatedly chronicled and 

catalogued, I have been unable to t,race its origin, or obtain any :t,uthentic 
information about it. · 

Both values of this. issue are found imperfora.te, with wordi of value 
omitted-these are .proofs. 

CHAPTER V. 

PERKINS BACON PRINTING, 1896-97. 

This set, oomprised of fourteen values, in an entirely uew design, was 
engraved in taille douce, and printed by Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Co., on 
unwatermarked thick soft-wove paper, with a peculiar coarse grain showing 
in the higher values. The stamps mea.sure 23 mm. by 29 mm. and are con­
siderably larger than the previous issue. Each st,amp is in bi-colour; the 
numerals in each corner aud the bottom labe,l being printed at a separate 
printing in a different colour to the rest of the design_ The sheet of each 
value cont"-ins sixty snecimens, in six horizontal rows of ten. 
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the a.uthor of " The History of the Post.age Stamps of the Orange Free Sta,te,'' 
published in 1907, a monograph far superior to that appea;ring in the London 
Philatelic Society, Africa, Part III. 

Af.t.er the publication of Mr. de Ra.ay's .article I ha;d expected that some 
English philatelic paper would draw attention t,o the stamp, but I have not 
seen any mention of it, therefore I think it high time that some notes should 
be published in South Africa on the off chance o.f a copy of this stamp being 
found out h ere. · 

As it is well known tbe V.R.I. surcharges on the old Orange Free State 
stamps were printed in Bloemfontein in Messrs. Borkenhagen's Printing 
Works, which. however . in the beginning did not possess a suf)'iciently large 
number of the type required , and theTefore could only print in blocks of 60 
and 120 stamps. To do this. the complete original sheets of 240 stamps were 
cut into quarter and half shee.t.s and thus B-ent to the print.ing press to be 
overprint.ed: this acoounts for the fact tha.t, a quarter sheet of the 4d. blue 
stamps, being of the sr1m8 oofour as the 3d. value, got mixed with the 3d. 
she·et.s and thereby received the wro-ng surcharge. 

Mo•st likely this would neve,r have been known had not Mr. 8. Duiven, 
a former Post lnspect.o•r and keen collector, accidentally spotted it on the 
day of issue. 

Mr. Duiven gives Urn foUowiug account of the history of this error: 
" One day in April, 1900, I was on my way to the Post Office at Bloem­

fontein to buy some stamps for correspondence purposes. The grand rush 
on ' dots ' and ' no dots ' ha;d abated somewhat. I usually bought. about 
20s. worth a.t a time, according to my needs. At, the time some people we,re 
standing abcmt talking in front of the Post Office, mostiy officials and sol­
diers of the British Army, among whom I noticed Captain Hughes of the 
Intelligence Department, with who:m I was on friendly terms. He had just 
bought some stamps, a;n1ong which I noticed 12 c.opies of the 3d. value with 
which he was franking some letters. I observed tha.t they were the 4d. 
stamps surcharged ' 3d.,' and imme<lia.tely came to the conclusion that. this 
was an error in surc.harging, and wirt:hout mentioning my discovery. entered 
the Post Office to see if I could also tiuy some of the &t.amps. 

"The clerk at. t,he oounte<r had a broken sheet. of 40 stamps. thus 20 
stamps had been sold. Of these 20, twelve copies had apparently been sold 
to Captain Hughes, and the remaining eight copies ha;d been sold to others . 
This block of 40 stamps I immediately bought, and in order to ascert,ain if 
the clerk ha;d amy other sheets, I bought his whole stock of 3d. values, in all 
three panes of 60 stamps each, but there were no errors amongst these sheets. 
I then asked t-he clerk if all the 3d. panes o,f stamps were exhausted, and if 
they were now commencing to surcha.rge the 4d. panes with 3d. He 
answered in the negaitive, and I then drew his attention to the block of 4d. 
errors which I had just bought, which I rea,lised afterward!! was a mistake 
on my part. He was very much astonished and asked me to re-turn the 
stamps that I had bought fr.om him, and on my refusal the Pos,tmaste,r was 
called, and being acquainted with the facts and seeing that there was appar­
ently an error of surcharge, he informed me that the stamps should not have 
been allowed to have been sold in this c.ondition. ~.nd desired to get them 
back in order that thPy should be returned t-o the Control Department. 
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British Colonials. 
I have a very large stock of British Colonials, 
particularly Africans, in exceptional conditi<~m­
every cupy is " picked " and can be described 
either "very fine" or "superb." 

For many years I have specialised in sending 
out approval selections, in fact I do nothing else. 

My prices are reasonable .. The ~hole of my 
stock is priced on the followmg basts:- Stamps 
catalogued 5/- and below at ONE THIRD 
GIBBONS. Stamps catalogued above 30/- at 
HALF GIBBONS. Stamps cat. 61- to 30/- at 
propcutionate rates. 

I can also send interesting selections of Por­
tuguese, German, French and Spanish Africans. 

SEND ME YOUR WANT-LIST 

F. 6. TURPIN, 161 STRAND 
LONDON, w.c. 2. 
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·' I, of course, did not want t,o pa.rt with the errors that I had obtained 
and insisted that they were regularly purchased and paid for. 1 also called 
his attention to the fact. that 20 copie,s had already be.en sold over ,the counter 
before I bought mine, and that it would not be fair t,o force me to return 
them. 

" I informed him tha,t I was a collect,or of stamps_, and tlrnt these errors 
were of value, and that I should retain them for my collection and not use 
them for postal purposes. I also spoke o.f Captain H11ghes having pun·hased 
some at the couniter just before I had applied. 

"After a lengthy deliberation in the priva:te, office of the Postma~ter, we 
came to the following agreement, nafoely. that I should return ~O co,pies to 
him and the remaining copies should repose in my oollection and under 1io 
oonsideration fo be used for postal purposes. As I lrnLl informed him that 
twelve copies were in the possession of Captain Hughes, wlw was still t-alking 
in front of the Post. Office, I a.fterwa,rds observed that he was called in and 
the stamps he had purchased were obtained by the Postmaster. 

" It was apparent that, ,only one pane of 60 stamps had been surcharged 
in error. This is probably to be explained by the fact that the 3d. and 4d. 
values were similar in de,sign and colour, and upon cutting np the sheets 
in panes of 60 one of the panes of the 4d. value was mixed by mis.take be­
t.ween the pames of the 3d. values and received the surcha.rge in error. 

" The Military Governor had instructed Major O'Jv[,eara to inspect the 
surcharged sheet,s, but owing to his various oTher duties he had not had 
time to inspect every sheet that was issued. A few days afterwa,rds the 
above incident occurred T le,ft Bloemfont,ein in the van of Lmd Roberts' 
British Army, marching t,o the North over the Va.al, and there a, new era of 
~xci1ement broke out for philatelists." 

Above is said to be the t.rue story of these interesting euors. I have 
never come across anyone who knew of the existence of the,se st-amps. The 
-eight stamps sold that morning of April. 1900, at thP Post Office at Bloem-
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Our Approval Department 
Sends out in ever increasing numbers, books of good 'i,;tam!JS 

Prices average under half Gibh<>11s and additional discount. up to 
20 per cent., is allowed, according to the amount pnrchased. 

We specialise in African Colonial:; but have. many fine 
stamps of other counti-ies 

Unsolicited Testimonials: 
"Your prices are very low and the stamps are all in good 

condition ..... .I have purchased from many firms but your stamps 
are by far the cheapest." 

"Your prices were more reasonable than our dealers' here." 

" Very Satisfied " 

·• Very pleased with the last lot '' 

We will buy for cash: 
Used Union high values, especially I/3 and £I. 

We will take in exchange: 

'-' 

The above and other Unions, including Dues, common 
Transvaal 0.R.C. Natal, Cape Rhodesia &c, · We require early . 
supplies of S.W. Africa ufoled, 

Exchanged allowed from om· ordinary approval books, not 
from selections especially made up at higher rates. 

To Philatelists Visiting Durban. 
Our Proprietor. Mr. C. F. Skinner· desires to meet collectors 

personally. During the Durban show, appointments can be made 
through the Natal Society's Stall. Home Industries Building, 
Show Grounds. Mr. Skinner will be ·• AT HOME" dur~ng the 
evenings of J·uly 5th 6th. and 7th. at his private house, 51 
Linden Road, Berea. (One minute above Haden Road stop, 
Botanic Gardens tram outward 10 minutes from Post Office ) A 
cordial invitation is given t.o llp-conntr~· d,dtorR, 

The Southern Stamp Co., 
AGENTS FOR BRIGHT & SONS, LONDON. 

P.O. Box 1667, Durban. 
See also announceinent 011 back cover. 
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fontein are undoubtedly in the p,ossession of some other collector, as used 
copies have never been heard of. I take it for gr'llJlted that the 20 copies 
and 12 copies which were returned to the Postmaster at, Bloemfontein were 
returned to the Inspector, Major O'Meara, who had these, with other errors,. 
destroyed, as the authorities were very exact upon this score at the time. 

From the above interesting histocy of this 3d. on 4d. error, it will be 
seen ,tliat Mr. Duiven acquirea-20 copies and somebody else 8 copies, thus. 
there are 28 copies in existence, of which there are evidently more in South 
Africa. If it were otherwise, one would or should have heard o,f them,. 
because I cannot. t.hink of a South African collector not noticing this error 
if he had one in his po,ssession, and drawing public attention to irt. 

[This article was intended for publicatfon a few issues back, but was 
withheld owing to a similar article by Mr. Leon de Raa.y appearing in recent 
issues of "Stamp Collecting." Mr. de Raay, who is the foremost authority 
on st'amps of ,the O.F.S., on being shown these stamps by Mr. Duiven, the 
discoverer, stated they were forgeiries for the following particular reasons :· 

(a) On every pane of the first printing there exists a copy in the bo-tt-om 
row with no stop after "V." This occurs on all panes, third s,tamp from 
the le.ft. whereas in the errors, the stop after "V" is present. 

(b) In the ordinary 3d. on 3d. V.R.I. (first, printing stops on the line) the· 
originals were surcharged in jet. black ink, while the stops Rre not so finely 
printed and have a somewha,t smudgy appearance. In the errors, all letters, 
numerals, and s,tops appear to be too finely executed, while the ink is grey 
black, showing minute cracks. To this, Mr. Duiven, in a letter to Mr. dP. 
Raay, replied: "Your observaitions regarding missing stops after 'V' are 
quite correct,. These, howev-er, were corrected, as most, other errors were­
corrected (vide 'I' missing in 'V.R.I.' S.G. No. 130, which was later re-­
placed). and on other sheets (panes) I have never come across these errors. 
Later printed sheets were entire,ly without errors, br-oken type excepted. 

"People who are versed in the process of printing (and ,especially with 
a hand press) will tell y,ou that every 3e.pa.rate impressi.on shows peculiari­
ties. If the ink roll is freshlv inked. the nrinting will show i•n iet black, 
nut as the ink roll is fed with less ink. the subseqnent printings will be 
lig-hter and incline t,o grey-black. I can show you sevAra.J snr{?harges to prove· 
this. I am entirely satisfied with mv possession. and will never doubt the 
genuineness of the stamps, notwithstanding vour arguments." 

In view of this controverl!ly, Mr. Tams-en's a.rbi-cle throws more light on 
the subiect, and is· a.Il the more interest.in!?. 'l'he block nserl to illustrate· 
this error was prepared from a photograph kindl:v lent bv Mr. Tamsen.-Ed.l 

ST- HELENA UNUSED S.G ;}{n's. 36, 39. 41 .. 
42, 48, 53, 54, -Prices: 2d., 4d., 6d., 6d., 3d., 2d .. 6J_ 

Cash with oriler, Pm1tage extra, 

GEO. CHIPP, PO. Cala, Tembuland. 

Early British Colonials. 
I am dispersing a choice collection in exceptionally fine condition, 

Prices. average one third catalogue. 
Also a fine specialised collection of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 

issues. mint ana superb used, mostly at ½ catalogue. 
Selections can be sent on approval to responsible applicants. 

References please, 

J. BIRD. 
31, Ellerby Street, Fulham, London, SW. 6. England. 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022



-82 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 

I"""'"""-~~~~"""""""'"""'-~""'-~ ... ""'""""""'"""--'-""'""'"""'""' ""'""""1 
{ NOTES ON I 
} NEW ISSUES AND VARIETIES. ~ 

I The Edi:;:~:~::t:~~-wi~~::l; r:~::i;0 t;:t;::!i:: ~:;:r;ation of ! 
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UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 
A few readers have informed us tha.t the tr!. valu e _has made its appear­

.a n ee w_ith plate No. 7; but we have not yet see·n specimens. 

By courtesy of Mr. C. P . Irmnelman, Middelburg, C.P., who kindly for­
warded us a photo of the design submitted by Mr. Johnstone, · of Bloemfon­
tein, we are able to illustrate above the design which secured the only prize 
to a competitor in South Africa. 

Postage Dues. Varieties of the Pretoria Rouletted issue. 
While in Nylstroom recently, we had the pleasure of meeting Mr. E 

Tamsen, who pointed out a variet,y _ in the ld. due, Pretoria roulet,ted, not 
_yet chronicled. This oon.sists of a perfectly distinct round full stop after 
"DUE," in the fifth stamp e.ighth row. Mr._ K. D. Graham, Graham.stown, 
also writes that the same varie,ty is fo_!Ind in the same position in the ½d. due 
!'Ouletted . On examining sheets of the l½d. due, we find t.he same variety is 
found. 

Many sheets of the ½d., ld. , and l½d. po.stage dues, all the rouletted 
issues, were examined by us, and we find that there has been more than one 
printing, and at leas.t two different plates used. 

In the FIRST PRINTING of all three values, a small circle, the same 
,colour of the stamp, is found midway in the left. margin. In this printing a 
white p atch above the la.st " A " in " AFRIKA " is found in the 6th stamp, 
3rd row, while the full stop aJt,er "DUE" variety is found in t,he 5th stamp , 
8th row. In the SECOND PRINTING, tl1ere is no small circle in the left 
margin , whiJ.e a n~w plate, same des.ign a.s previously, has been used, in 
which the above-mentioned varieties do not occur. 

Mr. A. F. Johnstone kindly brings to our notice the following details, 
noted in the different print.ings of the ½d . due : 

" In the ld. due, de la Rue printing, there are 17 SQUARES in the design 
on each side of the figure of value. The ½d. rouletted also has 17 squares, 
1wt so well defiued, while in the ½d. perf. Pretoria printing there are 15 
distinct CIJ:nLES." 
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~d, ld. and 2d Dues. Pretoria printing. Perf. 14. 
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ln a J.Ht>vious issue, details of the ½d. were given, while in the .June issue 
-of the " S.A. Philatelist ·, particula.rs of the ld. and 2d. new issues were 
not.ed. \Ve have since had an oppo,rtun,i,ty of examining complete sheets. 
and find there i;; one imp<'•rtan-t variety to be chronicled. This is four,d in 
the first stamp. third row, of the left pane, and oonsi~t,s of the word 
" .POSTAGE " appearing as "POSTADE." The "D " for " G " is very 
distinct, and appeared on every sheet examined of the ½d., ld., and 2d. 
values. (See accompa.nying illust.ration .) 

Another va,riety noticed is in the 2nd stamp, 7th row, of the left pane. 
In thi-s stamp the ·' 0" in "OF" is broken and appears simila.r to a " J ... 
This minor variety is a.lso found in all three values. Since the" POST ADE" 
error and broken " 0 " variety are found in the three values, constantly re­
curring, it proves tha.t the same " frame plate " has been used, cleaned, and 
inked accordingly for each value-a separate duty plate being employed. of 
course, for each denomination. 

Plate differences. 
The PERFORATED issues of the ½d., ld., and 2d. due have been printed 

from a new plate, simi]a.r in design to the previous two rouletted i~ues, but 
with very distinct diffeiences . The following are the principal differences 
noted : 

A. 
ROULETTED It:lSUE . 

1. Tf-!e capital letters comprising 
the words "UNION," " SOUTH 
AFRICA," and UNIE,"' " ZUID 
AFRIKA " are tall and "coir,-

B. 
PERFORATED ISSUE. 

I. These letters are shorter, and 
mo,re " square" in fonn. 

pressed." 
2. The '· Z ·, in " ZUID ., is nor- 2. The " Z " is italic. 

m~. I 
3. The ornamental• leaves above 3. There is much more s 1ading . 

and below th,) figure •)f vahw 
are lightly shaded. 

4 . There are 17 rough squares in 4. There are 15 clea,rly defined 
the design on each side of the circles. 
figure of value. 

These are t.he chief -differences, although many others are noticeable. 

SOUTH WEST AFRICA. 
New type of overprint. 

Mr. M. L. Levitt, Windhoek, once_ again sends us something of interest 
from the Protect,orate. Our correspondent has shown us the 3d. postage 
due, in which the two, lines ,of overprint, a.re nearer than formerly. The first 
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overprint gauged 15 m.m. between the two lines, measuring from the foot 
of the letters in "South" to the foot of the letters in " Africa," while the 
new type is only 11 m .m. We were informed from Pret.oria that the forme 
used for the first printing had been broken up and a new one made, which 
had been minut.ely scrutinised for errors, etc. Presumably this narrower 
spaced overprint is from the new forme, so that possibly we can look forward 
to all values a.ppea,ring wit-h this overprint. In the SJ>ecimen sent by out 
correspondent, the printing is certainly much bette r than formerly, while 
the letters appear much more defined. The type used is exactly the same 
as formerly, the only difference being in the distance between the two lines 
of overprint. 

Mr. Ansley .,Watts mentions that the missing "Z " variety in the 6d . 
Union ha,s also been found in sheets overprinted for use in the Protectorate. 
Mr. Watt.s was also kind enough to forward specimens of the 5d. postage due 
with the narrower overprint mentioned above. This new type of overprint 
is here illustrated. 

Under " Union of South Africa" in this issue will be found details of 
·.he " POSTADE " err'?r which we discovered in the ½d., Id ., and 2d. Post.a.'..ge 
Dues, perforated issue, print,ed in Pretoria. Fortuna,tely we had a sheet of 
tht ½d ove.rprinted :for use in S.W .A. to refer to, and found the same erro,r 
there too! No doubt, in time, the ld. and 2d . Union dues. perforated issue, 
will be overprinted for use in the Protectorate, so that collectors can note 
this error in advance. 

In reply t 'o a letter from us, Col. J . A. Venning, Direct.or of Posts and, 
Telegraphs for South-West Africa, with his customary courtesy, has kindly 
informed us that Union stamps were valid in the late German Sout,h-W est 
Africa from the date of occupation of the country , namely, as the Uni~n 
forces occupied each town from September, 1914. untir 31st January. 192.3. 
The overprinted issue was first placed on sale as from the 1st Janua,ry, 192-3, 
but the public were permitt,ed to use Union issues for one monthly only 
after that da.te. 

RHODESIA 
In the House of Commons recently, the Hon. William Ormesby-Gore, 

Under-Secretary for the Colonies, said that after full consideration the 
Government had reached the conclusion that subject; to obtaining Parlia.­
ment,ary authority for the nece,ssary financial arrangements, the new Con­
stitut.ion for Southern Rhodesia would come into operation on the 1st 
October. 

RARE BRITISH AFRICANS 
ARE MY SPECIALITIES 

Ihold an exceptionally fine stock, Prices are very reasonable. Selections 
are sent on approval against references. 

T.ALLEN. 
"Craigard" Blake Hall Road, Wanstead, London, E. 11, England .. 
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Approval Selections of Real Merit ! ! 

At low prices consistent with FIRST CLASS CONDITION. 
We hold d good stock of uunsnal FOREIGN & COLONIAL 
Stamps, such as are rarely sent out on approval 
WRITE for a selection NOW ! SPECIAL OFFERS! 

TRENGGANU 3e & 2 red X (n1d cross) 4d. each. 
BULGARIA Shipka Pass 1902, cat, by S.G 22/6 a snip at I/6 

S. P, Q R- APPROVAL SERVICE. 
P 0. Box 15, Premier Mine, Transvaal. London & S.A. 

85 

Mr. L. H. Rivers informs us that he ha,s obtained 1.he following imperf. 
margins, etc., in the 1922 white papers : 

½d. Imperf. at top, imperf. at bottom, imperf. right side, and imperf. 
between vertical pairs. 

l½d. Imperf. between vertically. 

Our esteemed correspondent, Mr. A. C. Thornton, of Bulawayo, writes 
that the new issue, perf. 15, die lll, is not, yet on sale there. Many values 
perf. 15 have been chronicled in overseas publications, and it seems an 
extraordinary thing that issues appear to be out in England before they are 
:in Rhodesia. 

Mr. Rivers, of Umtali, has brought to our notice a flaw in the old dark 
2d., toned paper. In the seventh stamp, bottom row, a vertical line is found 
extending from the rim of the King's cap to the foot of the last " A " in 
" Africa.." 

UNITlm STATES OF AJ\H:RICA. 
Mr. John D. Stanard, Huntsville, Ala., U.S.A., has kindly sent us speci­

mens of the recent new issues, with cle,tails as to value, colour, da,te of issue, 
,etc. The following are the latest values to, appear : 

.09 cent. pink, Jefferson, 20th :March, 1923 . 

. 10 cent. reg. -orange, Monroe, 12th April, 1923 . 

. 12 cent. purplish-brown, Cleveland, 20th March. 1923 . 

. 15 cent. dark grey, Statue of Libe,rty, 20th March, 1923 . 

. 30 cent. sepia, Buffalo, 20th Ma,rch, 1923. 
2.00 dols. reg. blue, U.S. Capitol, 20th March, 192.'l. 
5.00 dols. Am'eric.an Head, 20th March, 192'l. 
Des. of 5.00 dols.: Regular blue feathers with red border, which, with 

white background, gives red, white and blue effect. 
In addition to the above, a new type special delivery stamps of 10 

cents .. regular blue, was issned on 21st March, 192.3. This stamp is siruilar!y 
,>~cirrned to the previous special delivery stamp, but with the difference that 
the obsolete push-bike has been superseded bv the more up-to-date motor 
-cycle. 

RARE BRITISH COLONIALS. 

I make a speciality of Rare British Colonials and hold a very fine stock of 
AFRICANS 

Selections sent on approval against references 

T. ALLEN. 
"Craigard" Blake Hall Road, Wanstead, London, E. 11, England, 
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East London Philatelic Society. 
Pres.: Mr. W. B. Lloyd. Hon. Sec.: Mr. J. B. Levy, Box 372, KL. 

(Mceti11gs held in Mr. Courlander's Office, 3rd Fridays, 7.30 p.111. Junior 
Soc.ety meetings held_ at Selborne College. last Friday each month.) 

The ordinary urneting of the E.L.P.S. was held in :\Ir. Courlander's Oiti<:e 
on 18th l\lay, Mr. Lloyd in the chair. On the suggest,1,on of Mr. Bucholtz it 
was agreed that the meetings eounnerrne a,t 7.30 p.m. in future, to enable 
suburban members to spend more time at the meetings. :Mr. Bucholtz gave 
a very fine display of King George new issues, particularly Africans and 
West Indians, new watermarks, colours and de.signs were preminent, which 
made a lwautifnl display in their perfect mint condition. A hearty vote of 
thanks was accorded the exhibitor for his fine display. Would members 
and impending visitors please note that in future meetings will be held in 
Mr. Com-lander's Office. Mr. Thornton had promised a display of Rerhnana­
la•:d w1d Natal for the July meeitii1g. 

Philatelic Society of Natal. 
Pres.: J\fr. W. P. Williams, F.R.P.S.L.; Hon. Sec.: Mr. C. F. Skinner, 

Box 588, Durban. 
(Meetings held first Wednesday each month, Y.M.C.A. Rooms, 8 p.m.) 

There was a good attendance present a.t the rne,eting held on 18th ult.; 
Mr. P. Williams in the chair. Final arrangements were made for the 
Society's exhibit at the forthcoming Agricultural Show. Mr. Kirk was ap­
pointed Assist,ant Secrnt,a,ry to help Mr. C. F. Skinner, who will be out of 
t,own frequently in the next few months. It had been auanged that Mr. 
Le Roy should have exhibited his wonderful collection of Cape Triangulars. 
At the mee,ting the hnsiness occupied all the, available time, and it was 
a,rranged that during the Show a special evening would be set aside on 
which lady and gentlemen visitors could attend for the exhibition of these 
st,amps. and a talk by Mr. Le Roy. Mr. Morsema.n, frmn Bnla,vayo, at­
tended the meeting, and while in Durba.n on business will hold an auction 
sa.lp a.t one of the leading marts. Owing to the nnsuit,abilitv of previous 
a.rrangements. the Societv has decided to nwet, on the, first Wednesday of 
Pach month. place and tinw as before. Refreshments a.re always provided. 
and a.ny visitor who has sufficient interest in philately to aHend. can rest 
assured of a. warm welcome. A particuhuly attractive nweting lrns been 
arranged for July 4th. 

Cape Town Philatelic Society. 

The annual general meeting of the Society took place 011 17th l\Tav. when 
the follow;ng officers WPre elected for the ensuing yea,r : President. ::\fr. 
W. T,. Ashn°ead. F.R P.S.L.: Vice-Pres .. Maior Milliga.n: Committee. l\'lessrs. 
-if. B. ConisbeP, J. Moore and .J. Alexander: Hon. Ser. and Treas .. C . .T. 
Cornvns: Exchange Sec., Mr. Bowles. 

A statement of revenue and exnendihue showed that the Society had a 
credit balRnce in the bank of £14 9s. lld. 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022



THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 8T 

Philatelic Society of Rhodesia. 
Pres.: Mr. L. H. Whitmore. Hon. Sec.: Mr. F. Barbour, Box 591, Bulawayo. 

At a meeting of philat,eli.sts held in the Council Committee Room, Bula­
wayo, at 5.15 p.m., on the 14th June, it was resolved t,o resuseitate the· 
Phjlateli.c Society of Rhodesia, which ha~ been dormant ~ince the early 
stages of the late wa.r. 

Mr. L. H. Whitmore was appointed President and Mr. F. Ba.rbour, Box 
5fJl, Bulawayo, Hon. Secrt't.ary and Treasurer. A provisional Committe"' was­
a!Bo appointed to go into the Rules and Regulations of the Society wit-h a 
view tn their revision if necessary. This Committee consists of Preside11t.. 
Hon. Sec., and Treas.: W. Scot Russel. A. C. Thornton, and 'I'. \V. S. Sluf\v. 

It-was decided to hold monthly meetings on the second Thursday, and 
it is intended to hold an Anm,al Genernl iVfeeting aft.er the provi~ional Corn-
1r1ittre have had an opportunity of carrying out their task. 

Correspondence. 
(To the Editor '' S.A. Philatelist 1 

Dea, Sir ,-Recently I acquired one of the 1896 Rhodesian Provisionals. 
viz., " One Penuy " o,n 4 sliillings, and ncte there is no full stop after tilt• 
words ' One Pe:nny." Other copies I have se,e-n a.re all folly stopped. Ap­
parently the variety has uot been catalogued, and perhaps yon can ~ive me 
some information on this poin1 .-I am, etc., 

Bula.wayo, 28/5/23. ARTHUR C. THORNTON. 
[\Ve h,,ve not heard 1f 1.his variety, and have ellquired of Mr. Coch, lit1t 

he also knows nothing :tliout. it. In the " One Penny " on ::ld. (S G. 'il' 
copies are ·kno,, 11 with no skp, ,i1though not _catalogued: this variety wa,­
chr,onicled in the "London Philatelist." December, 1908.---Ect.l 

REVIEWS. 
Newest Books for the Collectors Library, 

ALLIED POSTAGE STAMPS OF THJ<l GIU:AT WAR 
AND AFTER I 914-192,1. . 

(A descriptive catalogue and guide for collectors. profusely illustrated~ 
po1.blishecl by D. Field, 44a Doveir Street, Piccadilly, London, W.1.) 

The third edition o.f Mr. Field's admirable catalogue of War aiid Armis­
tice stamps has arrived. The pre•sent edition deals only with stamps issued 
nnder authority of t.be Allied Nations, during and subsequent to the war, 
as being of primary interest, to Philatelists of the Entente. It includes the 
latest issue,s for the manda.tory territories, and may therefore, be recrarded 
as a complete and comprehensive guide to Allied War stamps. The lists of 
varieties have been s11 bject.ed to rigorous revision as well as prices, and may 
be taken as a reliable index t.o current values. Amongst the ever popular 
"Occupation" seri,es, New Britain, Sa.nioa, Baghdad, Bu-shire and Togo 
have been entirely rewritten in the light of the latest authentic information. 
Hist-orical notes are included throughout the catalogue, which, wi.th some 
hundreds of illustrations added, enhances its value as a work of reference. 
We observe under East Africa the double surcharge of the 4 cents. on 6 
cents .. provisional issue o,f 1919, while the no s11rclrnrge se-tenant with 
norma.l error is also chronicled. [Readers will remember that full det,ails 
of these errors were given in a recent issne of the "8.A. Philatelist."] The 
overprinted issue,s for use in S.W. Africa are quoted, bnt we a.re surprised 
to find the ls. postage due catalogued, since we had been informed from 
more sources than one that this valne had not. be,en issued. Tlw work is. 
of coursE', indispensable to every collect.or in the enormous class for which 
it catms. 
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A.B.C. DESCRIPTIVE PRICED CATALOGUE OF FOREIGN 
UOUNTRIES (EXTRA EUROPEAN.) (Bright & Sons, 16! Stxand, 
London W.C.2, 3/6 post paid,) 

The 12th edition of the well-kn-0wn "A.B.C." Catalogue has made its 
..appearance, although a little delayed in publishing. The lists have been 
revise.d in many places; special attentfon is called to the middle issues of 
Persia, which have been much simplified, also at the same time· extended. 
'The interesting series of local posts for Morocco has been rewritten, and is 
worthy of a,tt.ention. Most of them were unde,r the supervision of the Con­
.sular officers, and were largely used. A large number of new issues have 
been• added, and the catalogue, which is m--ofusely illustrated, has been 
brought right up to date. 

A.B.C DESCRIPTIVE PRICED CATALOGUE OF STAMPS OF 
'THE BRITISH EMPIRE. (Bright and Sons, 164 Strand London,) 

The 13th edition of this popular catalogue made its appearance on the 
-day the Great Exhibition was ,opened, and for the first time in any genera.I 
-catalogue va.rieti,e:s of wat~rmark, such as inverted, reversed, sideways, etc., 
are included. Messss. Bright and Sons consider such varieties are as worthy 
-of inclusion as inverted overprints, etc. The important, disoovery of the 
three dies of the " Ceylon " type King George is of great. interest to col­
lectors, while particula.r a,ttenti-on has been devoted to the various yellow 
,and green papers. Under " Union of South Africa " we note the l½d. tet-e­
beche priced at 2s. the pair, while 2s. 6d. is want.ed for the l½d. 14x imperf. 
The 3d. black and orange, with inverted wmk .. is listed at 3/6 mint and 3/­
used, but we rather doubt whether many copies could be supplied. Vie are, 
however, very surprised to find the cigarett.e t.ax labels are ca.talogned as 
having been used as postage dues. They were used by the Postmasters of 
Durban and Fmdsburg under a misappreheneion, but the Postmas-ter­
Beneral stated in ,1n official letter to us that these label~ bad net been 
·-authorised for use in ~his marn;1er. Since these therefore have no philatelic 
status, the publishers would be well advised to delete them from future 
-edit.ions. Ail the same, this valuable little catalogue should be in every 
-collector's library. 

Cor,ies can be had frc-m the United Stam1) Cc .. No. 1, Old Arcade. O!' 
Box 6485, Johannesburg. Price; 5/- post paid. 

PRICELIST OF BRITISH COLONIAL POSTAGE STAMPS. (Messrs. 
Bridger & Kay Ltd., 170 Strand, London, 1/.) 

This publication, which runs into 100 pages, gives the firm's actual 
-sE.lling quotations for practically all issues of the stamps of Great Britain 
·and Colonies. 

We note that the l½d. tete--beche is priced at 1/3 per pair, while used 
-copies of the 10/- Union are quoted at only 1/6. Compared with price~ ruling 
in our country, there ought. to be a rush on the stamp at this price. The 
published price is_ 1/-, which amount will be refunded against purchases. 

'THE CR.ADLE OF THE POS'l'AGE STAMP By Fred. J Melville 
•(Harmer Rooke & Co, Ltd. (:9 Fleet St, London, 

This handsomely got up little brochure, just to hand, deals mainly with 
the firm of Messrs. Harmer, R,ooke and Co., Phila.teEc Auctioneers, from 

-their inception up to the present time. 
The first postage stamps were printed a.t 69, Fleet Street, by Messrs. 

-Perkins and Bacon and Co., Ltd., and in 1904 the old premises were pulled 
down. and the present fine building erected. Theee premises were taken 
ove.r by MessrB. Harmer, Rooke and Co .. the well-known firm of Philatelic 
Auctioneers, who began operations in 1901 under the style of Martin Ray 

-11.nd Co. The firm has gradually progressed, until at t,be present moment 
-the total number of lots dealt with is over half a million. A line ~o the 
·nul,lishers will secure a .free c·opy of their. br-0chure 
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VOL. I. Aug. 1st, 1923. No. 7 

TOPICS OF THE MONTH. 

Elsewhere in this issue will be found some notes 011 tltt-> r-. ata1 Philatelic 
Society',, Stamp Exhibition at th'., n!eent Durban Show. Tl1t• 8ocie,ty. a,ml 
particulmly Mr. C. F. Skinner, their energetic Secretary. is to lw heartily 
eongratulat,ed 011 its enterprise. It is of course difficult to statistically 
t1·ace tJrn benefits of such an exhihitiou. bnt there is no doubt that it ha,c 
been Hw means of kindling philatPlie enthusiasm in tlw lH·arts of ni,m>·· 

Back Numbers. 
Would readers kindly note that No. I of tltP " l:'hila!elist .. j;s out of 

print. We thought we had reserved sufficient copie~9. but tlrn demand wa:­
greater than expeded. Copies from No. 2 mnrnrds cmi. howf'ver. Le 
supplied. 

Philatelic Society of Rhodesia 
In the Jmie issue mention was made of the resuscitation of the' Rho­

desian Society. In this issue. under the Society Notes column. will be. found 
a report of the Society, from which it will be seen that the Societv has suc­
ceeded in e,arnestly getting going again. vVe, congratulate all cor'icerned in 
starting the hall rolling. and sincerely trnst flrnt their term of life will b0 a 
long one. 

Re-introduction of 1 d. Postage. 
ln the House of Assembly. Col. Rl'itz recently stated that Id. postage 

would be, Hc"introduced as soon as possible. It. was calculated that the 
return to-day to ld. postage would mean a loss of £200,000 per vear, which 
tlw country conld not afford :1t pres0nt. · 
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Notes on the Stamp Exhibition at the Durban Show. 
Mr. C. F. Skinner, Hon. Sooreta:rY. to the P.S.N., who is also the pro­

priet-0r of the" Southern Stamp Company,'" Box 1677, Durban. in a pPrr<onal 
ie.tter to the Editor, writes: 

" The show is over, and personally I am really delight,ed with the result, 
although there is vecy litt,le that can be given in statistical form. It is the 
general awakening of interest in the hobby and in the Society that, I am 
pleased with. The preparatory work was fairly heavy, for an hon. secret,ary 
is usually left to do the work. The members call it " giving the Secretarx a 
free hand "-bless their kind hearts ! I find that, the hand is generally 
pretty fully enslaved, and only st.a,ys its labours to dip into it,s owner's 
pockets for some incidental expense, which "is really not the sort of thing 
you can charge up, you know." Anyhow, I thoroughly enjoyed myself, neg­
lected t-0 earn any living for a bit, and messed up my eollecti.ons and st-0ck 
getting out just, the right maforial for the display." 

Mr. Skinner expec.ted that the, Honie dealers would come to light with 
frames of stamps, placards, etc., but a,t, the las,t morn,ent these did not mate­
rialise, but he managed to get up some t,wenty o,r so frames of his own. 
These frames will willingly be hired out to any Society, person, or firm 
desi:mus of working up an interest, in the hobby. Tlw eharge for these is 
v.ery little, and all particula~s can be obtained from 1lr. Skinner dirert .. 
::\fr. Skinner also mentions, in his letter that there is no question whatsoever 
as to the favourable reception accorded to the " S.A. Philat.elist." Flatter­
ing comments were commonly hea,rd. "We had specimen pages displayed, 
closed copies to familiarise, collectors with the eover, and also written adver­
tising matter drawing attention to So11t11 Afrira's only stamp journal. and 
t-0 the low subscription." 

We are particularly grateful hi 1'Ir. Skinner for his kindnPss and trouble 
in bringing the "Philatelist " to the notice of so many, and ran only hope 
that, his ent,f'rpris.e and initintiv,· will lw ,mitahly r0wan1ed. 

It Pays to Advertise! 
Some pe-0ple think not-but, before long the " To Let " notice is found 

cin their windows. · 
If YOU have< st-amps for disposal, how do yon expert to dispose of t,hem 

if no one knows you have them for disposal 0 

An advertisement in the " S.A. Philatelist " will be seen by practically 
every Philat,elist in South Africa._, apart from hundreds• overseas .. 

Mr. M. L. Levitt, Windhoek, write•s: "Mv' name in your paper. even 
before the· advertis,pment was in, has brought me correspondence from Van­
couv,er, while every mail now brings rnP lettPrt- from t>VPry part of tlw Uni,on 
and Rhodesia." 

Think this over, then send along vour n<lvertisPt1wnt (with rPmitt.ance. 
please), and you will be surprised at tlw results. 

Early British Colonials. 
! am dispersing a choice collection in exceptionally fine condition, 

Prices average one third catalogue. 
,\!so a fine specialised collection of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 

issues, mint ana superb used, mostly at ½ catalogue. 
Selections can be sent on approval to responsible applicants. 

References please, 

J. BIRD" 
31, Ellerby Street, Fulham, London, 8. W. ii. ~~ngland. 
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RHODESIA. 
By J. E. M. COCH. 

(Continul'd from i,age 77.) 

CHAPTER V. (Contd.) 

Pli.rnKIN8 BAUON PRINTING. ll-5:Hi-'.Ji. 

(c) PERFORATIONS AND GUM. 

91 

Thebe stamps are comli-machine perforated 14. According to the history 
an<l list, compiled Ly .:\lessrs. Bacon and Napier, in their handbook 011 

Grenada, of all the stamps that have been pedorat,ed by Messrs. Perkins, 
Bacon and Co., the perfornt,ion was made by a treadle comb-machine, gaug­
ing 14, purchased at the eud of 1895, especially for t-he perforation of the 
.stamps of the British t:louth Africa Company. In the case of the earlier 
stamps, it was complained that the bank paper did not stick well. Gonse­
quent,ly, this new series was print<'d on o-rdinary and thicker paper, and 
more strongly gummed. The gum is pale yellow. 

The following is a synopsis of varieties. date of first issue, and list of 
pla.te numbers not,ed: 

Type, as illustrated above. Da,te, February, 1896. 
Perforation: Comb-machine, gauging 14. 
Paper: Thick soft white wove pape-r, except where otherwise stated. No 

watenna.rk. Gum: Pale Yellow. 
Engra.ved and print.ed by Messrs. l'e,rkins, Bacon and Oo. 

Value in second colour : 
1. ½d., slate and violet. 

(a.) bluish-slate and dull violet. 
(Plates 3 and 4.) 

2. ld., searlet and emerald. 
(a) scarlet and green. 
(b) scarlet and pale emerald. 
(c) pale scarlet and pale.emera.ld. 
(d) brnwn-lake and deep emerald (error of co.our 

(Plates 1, 2, 3, and 4.) 
3. 2d .. deep brown and mauve. 

(a) brown and ma-uve. 
(b) pale-brown and mauve. 
(<') pale-brown and pale-mauve. 

(Plates 1, 2, 3, and 4.) 
4. 'kl .. chocolate and ultramarine 

(a) chocolate and pa.le ultramarine. 
(h) chocolate and deep ultramarine. 

(Plates 1 and 2.) 
5. 4d., 11ltranmrine and mauve. 

(a) blue and mauve. 
(b) de-ep blne and mauve. 

(Plates 1, 2, 3, and 4.) 
•fi. fid .. mauve and pink. 

(a) mauve and rose. 
(h) pale mauve and rose. 

(Plates 1, 2. 3, and 4.) 
i. 8d .. !.(T<'en and ma.uv,e on buff paper. 

(a) g-reen and pale mauve on buff. 
(Plates 1 and 2.) 

8. 1 , .. green and blue. 
(:1) rale green and ultrn,rn:1rine 

(Pl:iteR 1 an<l 2.) 
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2s., indigo and green on buff paper. 
(a) indigo and pale green on white pap•"r. 

(Plates 3 and 4.) 
2s. 6d. , brown and purple on yt:llow. 

(a) pa.le brown and purple on yellow. 
(Plate 3.) 

3s., green and mauve on blue. 
(a) pale grePn and mauve on blne. 

(Plate 1.) 
4s., red a.nd blue on green. 

(a) vermilion aHd blue on grf'en. 
(Plate 1.) 

,>, .. chestnut and emerald. 
(a°\ chestnut an:1 pale enwrald . 

(Plates 3 and 4.) 
!Os ., slate and vermilion on rose. Ph1te 4. 

V.\RIETIEP. 

The 3d., l'hocolate aud ultrnmarirn·, exists impPrfornk at hottorn. be­
tween sta,mp and margin from 1,ottom row in sheet. 

Th,:, 4rl. and 8d. values exis t imperforatP betwc•eu horizontal pair 

8d. lmperforaled. 3/. Im perforated. 

Sd. , green and mauve on buff, imperforate: In the sheet of sixty stamps, 
the top row was perforated on thre,e sides only~i.e., between the stamp and 
top margin and on sides; the adjacent rows being 1:,ntirely imperforate, thus 
ihere were five rows of ten st.amps each, entirely imperforate, and the re­
maining ten stamps were perforated on three sides only, The entire sheet 
was bought by a London d ea.ler, who had his initials G.H.-8. stamped with 
a rubber stamp in purple on the back of each and every stamp. 
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3s., green and mauve on blue, imper:forate: Only ten copies of this 
variety lire known. The bottom row of the sheet is imp-erforat,e and the 
adjacent (fifth horizontal) row is imper:forate at bottom only. (See illustra­
tion above.) The complete sheet would thus comprise forty stampi< per­
forated on all sides; ten stamps perforated on three sides only, and ten 
stamps entirely imperforate. The entire double row at the bottom of the 
sheet was. sold over the counter in the ordinary course of business at, the 
Fort Jameson Post Office, and constitutes one of the rarest items in Rho­
desia. (I am indebted fo, Mr. Melland's notes in thP " London Phila.telist " 
for the ahove facts ooneerning the 3s. imperf.). 

(To be continued.) 

·JV\,,,"""""~~"""-'""""'"~~Al\,,,-,..."""""',v'\,,,-·---~Al\,,,~--"',.~Al\,,,,A,I'\,........,...~•"""""""""""'• 
~ . ? 
i NOTES ON f 
j NEW ISSUES AND VARIETIES. } 
I The Editor particularly wishes to obtain the earliest information of i · 
{ New Issues, etc. Kindly refer to notices on page ii. ( 

·"""""~ --vv-W""--""'--VO-'""VV""'VV~--V,,.,-""'-'----"'V'V'""VV""VV~'""'\l"V~""""""~~-

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 
Mr. Adams kindly shows us a block of six of the current 2d .. platP 2. in 

which the sheet was torn, and repaired by the paper makers pasting a st.rip 
of paper on the back. The perforation exists through the repaired part, 
while the paper being of double thickness in parts has cansed light. and 
dark portions t·o appear on the face of the st.i).mrp~ · · 

An interesting item has been shown to us by Mr. ,J. H. Levy. in the 
,hape of a 2d. Union postage stamp in which the "E" ,of "UNIE" and 
·• VA " of " VAN " is missing.. This vaxiety has of course been c'aus•ed by 
some foreign ma:t,ter being on thP pla,te when printed. similar to thP missing 
·' 7, " variety in the 6d. 

Mr. J. B. Levy, East London, has shown us a specimen of the: ·current. 
l<l. postage, in which the last "A" in "AFRICA " has been retouched. 
causing this letter to appear whiter and more pronounced. Our. correspon­
dent mentions that it appeared on several sheets he examined. The posi­
tion in the sheet is 4tH st.amp 8th row bottom right, hand pane. plate No. 6. 

Mr. Levy also mentions that he has obtained specimens of the current 
2d. postage. in which "ZUID" appears distinctly as "ZOII)." 

Mr. L!'vy also shows us an interest.ing item in the current penny post­
ag!', which consists of the serif t.o the left figure of value appearing much 
longer and more pronounced than usual. The µosition of' this variet,y is 
fat stamp. 5th row, bottom left. pane of Plate _No. 6. but Wf' have not-i~d 
that, thP long- Sf"rif is not, always distinct ori €'Very sh!'f'L 

SOUTH WEST' AFRICA. 
Mr. Louis Gil!l'n. Preto,ria. has shown us a copy of th!'. curr!'nt 5<l. 

postage due with no stop aft!'r "Africa." He· dof's not know the position in 
the sheet. Judging from the margin attach<'d. this YariPty P,·id<'ntly oc­
curred in the first vertical r:ow of a right panc. 

Mr. J. P. Presto11. of Kingwilliams.town. shows us an interest-ing variety 
in the ld. postage. which consists of the " K " in Afrika being the same 
size as the other small letters in this word. In this instance the variefy is 
not caused by defective printinl!', but by a wrong font having been used. 

In the June, " S.A.P." the 3d. and 5d. postage dues w<>re chronicled with 
the new· narrow spaced type of overprint. while in the "Philatelic Mrura" 
7.ine" of Jnnf' ~oth WI' l@arn that. Mf'SRTS. Eweng lrnvP rPcPivP<l copiP~ nf the 
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2j6, 5/-, · and 10/- postage, and the 2d. postage due with this new narro,w over­
print. As mentioned in a previous issue, a new forme has been prepared so 
that all denominations can be expected with this new overprint. · 

Mr. Bernard Cressy, Macequeoe, Portuguese Ea.st Africa, writes that he 
has obtained the "Vves" for "West" error in the 3d. blue postage, }J;ut 
does not at,at,e what the· position in the sheet is. 

NYASALAND. 
Mr. Fred Stephens, of Chiromo, sends us t,hree copies of the curreut 3d,­

showing distinct. traces of re-entry. 

RHODESIA. 
An item unca,talogued by Gibbons has been brought to our notice by 

Mr. Gillen, of Pretoria. This is the 7/6 value, ".Admiral" type, purple apd 
plum, _die 2. 

Mr. L. H. Riv·ers, Umtali, sends us a block of the current 6d. (white 
paper) in which one stamp shows " RHODESIA " in larger and broader 
capit,als than normal. This variety is to be found in the 1st stamp fourth 
row. 

Mr. A. C. Thornton, Bulawayo_, writes: " It may interest you to know of 
a few other impe.rfs., Admiral type, not mentioned by Mr. L. H. Rivers _in 
his short artfole which appeared in your June issue, viz.: 

½d. Horizontal pairs imperf. between. 
Imperf. to•p toned paper. 2 shades. 
Imperf. top white paper. 1 shade. 
Vert,. strip of 5 imperf. between. 

ld. Imperf. right margin, tone paper. 
Imperf. left margin, toned paper. 
Imperf. left margin, white paper. 

l½d. Imperf. right margin, two shades. 
Imperf. left margin. two shades. 
Imperf. between, whit.e paper. 

Mr. Frank Mi,chell, Bulawayo, writes that during a recent trip in North­
ern Rhodesia he obt,ained from the Postmaster of a small lo-cal office ~WQ 
copies of the 2½d. pale blue of 1898-1908 (S.G. No. 80). one copy of which was 
imperf. on top, and the other imperf. right. side. Our correspondent, men­
tions that he has never heard of these· varieties, before, and inquires whether 
any readers ha.ve them in tneir collection. (Mr. Coch. on being told of 
these, ment.ioned that, he has both varieti-es, also a pair imperf. between 
horizontal pair.-Ed.) 

WE BUY 
fine specialised collections of 
British Colonials for prompt 
cash and shall be glad to receive 
offers -

WE SELL 
stamps of all conntries, common 
or rare, and will send attractive 
apprnvals to large or small· buy­
ers. on request. 

Many fine specialised collections are now on hand. 

STANLEY GIBBONS. LTD., 391 Strand, London, England. 

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT~TTTTTTTTTTT 

Please mention the " Philatelist" when replying to Advertisers. 
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MOZAMBIQUE. 
Mr. J-:-B. Levy, East London, forwards us a specimen of the 5 c. red ¥{.ar 

tax. overprint.ed " Correios 1½ c.," and remarks : 
·''I am enclosing a Mozambique stamp for your inspection, which m,;.a:y 

prove of interest to collectors of tha.t, c.ountry. In the surcharge of the 
nonnal (which I also enclose) the ' 2 ' in ' ½ ' is straight at th.e bottom,. 
wheH'as in the othn stamp the '2' is curved, and what. I call a 'curly' 2." 

JAPAN. 
Mr. Yosh1 Seki sends us the new I½ se11 orange and 11 sen slate purple, 

which were issued to commemorate the first visit of Prince Hirohito .t,o 
Formosa on 16th April. These stamps were only sold in Formosa and were· 
valid for domestic postage only. The design depicts a view of Mount Mori­
son in Formosa, famous for it,s height-. while sheets consisted of 80 stamps, 
recess printed. on unwat.f'rmarked pappy at the Government Printing­
Burf'au, Tokio. 

UNION of SOUTH AFRICA. 
:'.\OTES ON r8ED HIGH VALFE8 AND TELEGRAPHIC 

CANCELLATIONS. 
By G. W. REYNOLD8. 

Tim highest value stamp issued by the Union. is t,he £1, genuinely pos-• 
tally used c-opies of which are extrPmely sc.aree. It, is also very difficult to 
obtain good postally used copies of the 10~. There are, however, a good 
quantity of 10s. and not a few £1 stamps reposing in oollections and in 
dealers· stoek books_. but have tht>Rl'. stamps all h€'en genuinely postally 
used? 

Let us examine the various rates of postage as laid down in the Official 
Post Offi.0e Guide. First take the letter rate. The postage on letters for 
delivery within the Union, Beclrnanaland PrnteetoratP, Sonth-West Africa. 
~ortlrnrn Rhodesia and the ProvincP of :Mozambique is 2d. for each ounce 
with no limit to the weight of the letter. Therefore, to ma]m up £1 in pos­
tage. the " letter " must weigh 7½ lbs.! But how often is a " letter " or 
packet at lettn rate, of this weight? Gold. and other articles of value, are 
mo.stly forwarded at, registered parcels rate. which is• much cheaper. For 
Great, Britain and British Possessions. the letter rat,e is the sa,me. Regis­
tered pareels cannot. be sent. while the wt"ight of an art.icle at letter rate is 
limited to 41b. 6oz.-hence only 11/8 can be made uv in postage, or 12/- if 
registered. For foreign conntries the rate is 3d. for the first, ounce, a.nd l½d. 
foi each additional ounce, vt'ith thP· weight nhm limited to 41b. 6oz., thus 
nnly 8/lO½d. can be made. up in postage. 

Tlw rate for inlaPd parcels is 6d. per lb .. with a limit o,f 11 lbs., so that 
in t,his case only 5/6 can be made up with an additonal 4d. if regis,tered. 

'As an exePption. however. parcels containing gold, silver or copnEr 
eoins, and raw g,old, irrespective of value, are accepted up to 191b. in weight. 
but here again we can only arrive at 9s. 10d. if registr;red. 

It rnnst bf' mentioned that the Post Office Department do, not undertake 
insurance. no more are t.h"e B'anking Tnstitutions grant,ed anv facilities for 
the convc0 y:111ec of ~rwr·i<': 1hi~ i" '!1.,11all~· forw:il'<l<'d at rPgistPr.>cl parcels 
rak. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

WANTED-Errors. var1eti,-.s early plate N0t'l., inverted wml<s. f'tc 
· for cash 01· exchange. Write:-

A F. JOHNSON, Box tiOOI> •• Johamwsburg 
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As regards pa,rcels sent. to foreign countries. the highest rate for a parcel 
of 11 lb. 1s 131l:I to Nortnern .lthoctesia,. .asia., America, and ioreJgn posses­
s1O11s m Australasia come next, where the postage is 12s. 3d. for a parcel of 
11 lb. maximum weight. Then follows Ka,tanga (Belgian Congo), with a 
maximum weight. parcel costing 12/-; for all other British or foreign coun­
tr:es the cost of forwarding a 11 lb. parcel is less. It will therefore be .seen 
that it is impossible for a parcel to cost £1 to any part of the world, while 
10s. is not so oft.en required. There is of course nothing to prevent the 
sender from overpaying, and a,ffixing a £1 stamp if he wishes to do so, but 
how often is this done ? 

A £1 stamp genuinely postally used should therefore be an exceptionally 
scarce item, with the 10s. almost as rare, but instead there ar,e hundreds on 
the market. 

Concerning " used " £1 and 10s. stamps now on the market, or in col­
lections, I doubt whether one per cent. of the former, or twenty per cent. of 
the latter, ha.ve done genuine postal duty. Where, then, have these .stamps 
come from ? And how can they be distinguished ? The answer 1n both 
cases is simple. The stamps have been obtained from cables, telegrams 
and ,other departmental documents, but a knowledge of the cancelling date 
stamps employed will enable collectors to distinguish the difference. 

A fair quantri.ty of telegraphically cancelled sta,mps of all values have 
bPell disposed of overseas, presumably owing t-0 the purchasers' limited 
knowledge as to what. constitutes a telegraphic cancellation. 

All cables, telegrams, and other departmental documents bearing stamps 
are kept for a specified period, after which they are destroyed. Instead of 
the entire telegram being· destroyed, the stamps are sometimes removed 
and disposed of as "used" copies. The department exercises the strictest 
supervis · on tu prevent this occurring. but there has been, and still is. u 
le,akage of these stamps somewhere. 

In big centres such as Johannesburg, Pretoria, Capetown, and BloC'm­
font,eiu it is a simple rnaUer, since separate date stamps a.re used .. hut, iii 
other Post Offices it is well-nigh impossible to distingush telegraphic nrn­
cellations since the same date stamp is often used for all classes of business. 
(The sn1aller offices fortunately do not carry stocks of high values; in fact . 
I doubt whether £1 stamps can be obtained a.t more than ten post offices in 
the Union.) 

Telegraphic cancellations. when once known. are readily recognised. :md 
may he. dassHied as follows: 

(P.: CIRCLE WITH- NUMERAL TN THR CEN'l'RE.-This is the most 
,,asily recognised telegraphic cancellation. and is the counter clerk's rnun­
ber in the l,igger centres. The size, of the numeral. a,lso .the diameter and 
thiekness of the circle, varies. In Johannesburg numbers 1 to 7 are in use, 
while Capetown and some other offices use similar cancelling stamps. (See 
illus'ration above.) 

S G :J(o' s. 95 
Prices 2d 

CRsh with order, 
f'nslRf!.P. freP.. 

NATAL UNUSED, 
96 98 103 120 
2d 8cl •id 2d 

GEO. CHIPP, 

123 
2d 

P 0. CALA, TEMBULAND. 

127 
6d 
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(b) DATE STAMP SHOWING "C.T.O. ''- Illustratious of this type of 
canc-fllat.ion are given a.bov-e, from whil'l1 it will be observed that the lette rs 
"C.T.O." appear with the name of the town and date. These h,Hers repre­
sent " CENTRAL TELEGRAPH OFFTCE," and are to he fonnd in the ca,n­
ce1lat· m1 11 ·,,•d at ,Johannesburg, Bloernfont,ein, and a fe,v other oft-he lmgl~Rt 
post, offices. 

(e) DATE STAMP SHOWING "CONTROLLER."-This camdlation is 
very rarely u1d with, and is similar to (b) above, the word "('0?\TR01.1.ER" 
being snlisti tnt pd for "C.'l' .O." Until recently, ,foha111iesburg possH~P.d n 
"C:mtroller of Posts," but this title has since hePn altered to "ThP \'()st­
master," so that t.lie "Controller- •.• date stamp is 110 longer in us,·. C,)pies 
ma:, . howE'Vt' l'. h :· hnnd showing the whole or a porlio11 of this word. 

(d) S~L\ LL NC M EHA 1,S. As eac:h telegram is handed iu. it n•n,i ve.s n 
consecutive nnmbm: in the small offices this nnmber is usually written. 
while the larger offices employ a. machin<' for this purpose. Sometimes tlw 
whole or a. portion of the lllttnber 1nay be fonnd on the sta,mp, in addition 
to the caucelling da.h- slmnp. Tlw ,:j7,p ,rncl st.vi!' of tlw figures is usuall~, 
as shown above. 

(e) A STAR PUNCHED THROUGH.-U11til r ecently all stamps on 
cables were punched through with a five-pointed star, but for some reason 
best known to the authorities themselves, this practice has been di~c<rn­
tinned. Occasionally the paper wfls not completely punchecl out. ~o tliat 
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oollectors must alwa.ys carefully examine the back of the stamp for the 
imprint of the punch. The illustration above shows the H star " only with 
no cancellation, star and cancellation of a small office which could not l~ 
recognised as a telegraphic one, and the star with a cancellation described 
in (a) above 

(I) PERFORATED WITH SMALL HOLES.-Stamps h a ving a network 
of small holes, usually from 1 m .m. in diameter, are sometimes met wi.th. 
These stamps are from certain documents bearing st.amps which have been 
cancelled by perforating the word " CANCELLED " i11 one or two lines 
through the stamps on the documents . Co.Uectors would nat,urally not pur­
chase such stamps, but should also bear in mind that in this case as well 
the paper is not always punched t.hrough. The imprint of the punch may 
nevertheless be there, so the back of the stamps, should in all cases be care­
fully examined. The 1/3 is essentially a. telegraphic stamp, likewise the £1 
a cable one, but nevertheless it must be remembered that stamps of other 
denominations are often required to make up tlrn amount-: the above re­
marks therefore apply to all values, of Union stamps. It is t-0 be hoped that 
collectors and dealers alike will bear t-hese remarks in mind when Union 
stamps of any denomination are offered them for sale. · 

No doubt certain leaders who hold stocks of stamps with these cancel­
lations may resent this publicity, but t-ha,t troubles me little. H. however. 
I have SUC•'<'eded in putt,ing collectors on their g;uard. and have ht'ined to 
kill the market. for these objectiona.ble stamps. then I am wE>ll repaid. 

Philatelic Literature. 
Mr Vallancey, propriet.or of " Stamp CoUectiug.·· ltas forwarded us his 

"1923 Guide to Philatelic J.iterat.ure." This little publication runs into 4~ 
pages, and gives the s·elling price fo r practically every philatelic handbook 
published . . The "Guide " is free . and can be obtained from M.r. F . Hugh 
Vallancey. 89. Faringdon Street. London. E.O.4, Eni:rl:i.nd. 

RARE BRITISH COLONIALS. 

I make a speciality of Rare British Colonials and hold a very fine stock of 
AFRICANS 

Selections sent on approval against references 

T. ALLEN. 
"Craigard" Blake Hall Road, Wanstead, London, E. 11, England, 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022



THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 

SOCIETY NEWS. 
Johannesburg United Philatelic Society. 

Pres,. Mr. C. W, Reid. Kon. Sec. : Mr. ·Frank Rose, P.O. Hox 4967. 
Meetings are held every second and tourth Tuesday in the Board Room Trust 

Buildings, Jfox Street, at 8 p,m. 

The 276th Ordinary Generai Meeting of the Society was held on Tues­
day, the 10th July, at 8 p.n1. The President was in the chair, and there 
were 19 members and 13 visitors present. 

The programme for the evening was a display Ly members of the Pre-­
toria Philatelic Society, and Messrs .. Charles Hand, Pethwick, and Ober­
meyer kindly .came across from Pretoria. 

After the ordinary business of the rnee.ting was ooncluded, Mr. Pethwick 
showed his very fine collectiim· of Mint ·colonials, ·King Edward and King 
George issues, which was much appreciated by the members and visitors 
present. · 

The "Piece de Resistanee" of the evening was Mr. Hand"s wonderful 
collection of Transvaal, whid1 was contained in four volumes and embraced 
every issue of this most. interesting country. Justice could not be done to 
the display in the time available for viewing the colle.ction, which is cer-• 
t,ainly the finest in S.outh Africa. is not in the, world, and he is t,o ht> con-• 
gratulated. ' 

After t,he exhibitfon the President proposed a hearty vow (Jf thank~ t.o 
the Pretoria members, who had so kindly come over a.t great inconvenience 
t.o themselves, and had givt>n the local members a treat not to be forgot.ten. 
This was carried mianirnously, after which Me.ssrs. Hand and PPthwick 
suitably replied. 

Pretoria Philatelic Society~ 
Presiden\: Mr. N. van Malsen. Hon. Sec.: Mr. A. P. Obermeyer, Box 300 

Meetings held at Market Restaurant, first and third Mondays, 8 p.m. 

At the meeting held on Monday, .June 18th. a lett-er was read from the 
.lohannesburg Society, arranging a date for members of the Pretoria Society 
t.o exhibit their c,ollections at the Johannesburg Society's meeting on tht' 
10th July. Mr. Hand and others prom.is·ed to g.o a.cross. A very interesting 
paper on the stamps of the New Republic wa,s read by Mr. Klagsbrun, and. 
mueh useful information generally unknown was forthccming. Major Booth 
diseoursed on the difference between the genuine and forgeries of the King 
F'm·dinand stamps of Sicily, illustrating his remarks with various &peci­
mens. Mr. Westbrook exhibited his collectfon .:if Hong Kong, and con­
ducted the usual auction of members' duplicates. '.An ext.raordinary meet­
ing of the Society was held on ·Monday. July 2nd. to consider the dPsira­
bility of altering the. date of meetings to the second and fourth Monday of 
each mont,l1. and if adopted, to alter the bye-laws accordingly. 

RARE BRITISH AFRICANS 
ARE MY SPECIALITIES 

I hold an exceptionally fine stock, Prices are very reasonable. Selections 
are sent on approval against references. 

T. ALLEN. 
"Craigard" Blake Hall Road, Wanstead, London, E 11, England. 
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Philatelic Society of Rhodesia. 
Pres .. Mr. L. H. Whitmore. Hon Sec.: Mr. F. Barbour, Box.591, Bulawayo. 

Tlw first general 'meeting uf the newly revived bociety was held 011 the 
12.h ult .. and the "'R.A. Philatelist " was appointed the official organ. The 
quPstion of R.G. surcharges was earefully talked over, and the Committee 
directed a letter to the Postmast<>r-General inquiring whether there was any 
contemplated surcharge. It was pointed out that a surcharge was thou,!!ht 
unnecessary, and several rea.sons. snch as printer's errors and a cnnsequent 
fleecing of Philatelists were g-ivP·n. At the time of writing no l>fficial reply 
had been received. A very enjoyable evening was spent while some fine 
Rhodesians were shown. The first exchange packet will be iu circuit 
shortly. (Would the H011. Rec. kindly forward a syllabus whP'Il this has. 
been prPpared.-Ed.) 

Philatelic Society of Natal. 
PrPE.: Mr. W. P. Williams, F.R.P.S.L.; Hon. Sec.: Mr. C. F. Rkinner, 

Box 588, Durban. 
Meetings held first Wednesday each month, Y.M,C.A. Rooms, 8 p,m, 

Th.·re w,;r.e sixteen 1nembers and three visitors pres-ent at the meeting 
held M, the Y.M.C.A. Room11 on 4th July. After the usual business was 
transaded. Messril. Le Roy and Williams displayed their collect.ions of 
Cap<> Tria111-,rulars. Both exhibitors had some very fine items to show, while 
Mr. L« Roy possesses what is most probably the finest collection of Capes 
in existence. Both the wood-block errors and the " retouch " were shown,. 
while tlw collection was exceptionally complete with many perfect mint 
and used. unique blocks. Mr. Williams accompanied his di.splay with some 
of hi!l experiences in getting, or at.tempting to get, specimens for his collec­
tion. Altogether, the members and visitors were participants in oIH' of the 
mOF<t, int1>re!lt-ing mf>et.in.gs the Society has held for many a long day. 

East London Philatelic Society. 
Pre~.: Mr. W. B. Lloyd. Hon. Sec.: Mr. J. B. Levy, Box 372, E.L. 

(Meetings held in Mr. Courlander's Office, 3rd Fridays, 7.30 p.m. Junio.r 
Soci<>ty meetings held at Selborne College, last Friday each month.) 
Tlw ordinary meeting of the Society was held on Friday, the 15th inst .• 

there being a good attendance. The item for the evening was a display by 
members of the 1910 is,meof Rhodesia, and some very fine collections were 
~hown. A l•earty vo<i,t> of thanks wa.s aceorded Messrs. Dalvey, Thornton .. 
Courlander. and Camell for their fine exhibits. Mr. Whitney, one of the 
visitors. ga.vP an unexpected pleasure by showing a f.~ gems from his col­
lection of Capt< Tria11g11lars, an outstanding item being the 4d. hhte with 
half t.h,· 4d. 11sPd as Gd. on piPce of migina.I. 

East Rand Philatelic Society. 
President Mr, C. L. Larsen. Hon, Secretary: Mr. Thos. Wood, Box 47, 

Boksburg (Meetings held at Transvaal Hotel, third Wednesday. 7.30 p.m. 

Tht> ordi1rnry monthly meet,ing of tlw Society was held in the Transvaal 
Hut,el. Vogelfont.e-:iu. on Wednesday, Jmw 20th. Mr. Larsen presidP.d over a 
fair attn1dance of members and visitors. After the general business of the 
meetinir was conC'lnded. Mr. La.rsen exhibited a very fine collect.ion of Por­
t.ugue.~" :\ frieani-. whi<>h wns muc-h apprP-l'iatP-d by 'those present. 

[Report from Cape Society. and Correspondence unavoidably held over-EDJ 
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•~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

VOL. I. 1st, Sept, 1923. No. 8 

TOPICS OF THE MONTH. 

ln this issue, the first of a series of articles on the stamps of Bechua:na­
land by Mr. Barry May, C.M.G., C.B.E., will be found. Mr. l\fay has had 
ample opportunities for studying the subject since he was appointed Clerk 
to the Resident Magistrate and Postmaster Genera:! at Vryburg in 1888. 
On the annexation of British Bechuanaland to the Cape Colony in 1895, he 
was retained bv the Colonial Office for service in the Protectorate. He was 
appointed Government Seeretwry in 1902, and ten years later was transferred 
to Basntolaml as Deputy Resident Commissioner. In 1916, Mr. May was 
re-appointed to the Bechuanaland Protectorate as Deputy Resident Com­
missioner, and was created G.M.G. During the Great WaT our contributor 
was seconded to Pretoria by the "rar Office for special duty, and for his 
services in this cmmection was awarded the C.B.E. 

Mr. May has treated his subject from aii historica:l point of view, rather 
than as a specialist in the stamps issued by the Protectorate. The history 
of Stellaland, and other details of the progress of the Protectorate, make 
most interesting rea-ding. 

The Bulawayo Provisionals of 1896 is the subject treated by Mr. 
J. E. M. Coch in this month's article on Rhodesia. Apart from the valuable 
information given concerning the stamps themselves, the historical events 
preceeding the issue will certainly be read .with much interest. 

,vould readers and visitors to Pretoria: please note that the Pretoria 
Philatelic Society has altered its evenings of meetings to the second and 
fourth Monday of each month. 

Mr. E. Gurd, whose advertisement offering Rhodesians appeared in the 
June "S.A.P.," writes that owing to an error in the copy sent, his address 
appea:red as 47 instead of 49, Canning Road, Addiscombe, Surrey. Would 
readers kind!)· note this correction. 
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HICH VALUE UNION CANCELLATIONS, 

A correspondent writes::-" Y<;:mr remarks in the Au~us~ "S.A.P.," re 
High Value Union Cancellat10ns, is above standard, and_ 1t is well to know 
these· things when dealing with our own sta,mps. When I was_ up last year, 
a certain dealer tried to sell me some of those £1 stamps with the round 
holes in them but I at once rejeeted them. Unfortunately, like an ass, I 
bought a few' of th~ 10~. ~elegrap1!-ically u~ed_." Qu~te_ a few other letters 
have been received m similar stram a'Ild it is gratifymg to find that the 
information given in the article h~s been appreciated by collectors. In 
one quarter however, it would appear that this information has been 
resented. I' am referring to the article by " Perfora:tion " which appeared 
in the "Rand Daily Mail," on Tuesday, 7th .August. This is the first 
occasion I have had to break a lance with "Perforation," but, taking strong 
exception to certain of his remarks, will reply to ea:ch in turn: 

(a) "I do not agree with the writer's opinion that high value stamps 
unless postally used _are of verr tri_fling value." . 

Nothing of the kmd was said. It stands to reason that mmt or unused 
stamps a-re always worth their face value and more. My article dealt only 
telegraphic, etc., cancellations of different types, and how to recognise 
them. 

(b) "A very young collector, or one who cannot afford to pay a high 
price for a postally cancelled stamp, is quite entitled to put a copy in his 
collection with even a fiscal or telegra,phic cancellation." 

Of course he is. He could also collect matchbox fronts, cigarette cards, 
beauty col,_npetition pictures, and such-like worthless junk. .An experienced 
colleetor woulrl never dream of including a fiscally or telegraphically used 
stamp in a postage sta:mp collection, but an inexperienced collector, a 
beginner, or a novice might do. so out of ignorance. Surely a man with 
"Perforation's" knowledge and experience would not seriously cou"tenance 
the inclusion of sueh stamps in a collection. 

(c) "If every stamp placed in a collection must have a, postal c,an­
cellation, what would be the use of collecting a mint or unused stamp?" 

I have neither. the time nor the inclination to answer such an obviously 
ridiculous question. · 

(d) "lt is beyond question that mint or unused stamps of British 
Colonies are in nine cases out of ten worth considera:bly more than postally 
used copies, yet according to the writer of the article, unless .a stamp has 
done actual postal service, it is worthless." . 

It is disappointing to find that "Perforation" has either not read my 
article ca,refully, or else has failed to grasp its meaning. The subject of 
the value of .mint stamps was not touched upon at all. The whole object 
of the article was to point out what constituted a TELEGRAPHIC cancellation, 
so that collectors would not buy them in the belief that they were getting a 
POSTALLY used stamp. . 

:I a,m really a~ a l~ss to understand_ wh~· "Perforation " should openly 
countenanee the melns10n of telegraphically used stamps in a collection 
especiall~· since every single stamp bearing such a cancellation has beei~ 
either stolen or surreptitiously obtained from the destructor or elsewhere. 
If only for this reason and no other, "Perforation" should condemn these 
sta·mps. 

( e) " The author of the article remarks in conclusion : ' No doubt cer­
tain clealers who hold stock of stamps with these cancellations mav resent 
this publicity, but that troubles me little, etc.' I do not think that any 
respectable stamp dealer woulrl take a'Ily exception to such an article but 
if a dealer charges a high price for other than post cancelled copies he is 
deceiving the collector. ' 

Of eourse. no respectable dealer ,Yonld take any exception to such an 
article, but if a, dealer only charged a ld. a hundred he would none the 
less. be trafficking in stolen goods. That being the case, I feer' sure that 
in futl~re "Perf_orati~n" : will refr1:1in from countei~ancing or practically 
advocatmg the mclus10n m collect10ns of telegraph1c high value Union 
cancellations. 
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In the "Mail" of Tuesday, 14th August, "Perforation" endeavours to 
justify his previous remarks, and mentions that he has ha:d a lot of cor:r:es­
pondence on the subject, "many supporting his views." I can hardly thmk 
that the " many " are collectors of experience! 

Some dealers who hold stocks of telegraphically cancelled stamps may 
a:dvocate their collection, otherwise it is most difficult to understand anyone 
seriously saying they can be collected. Years ago the market was flooded w~th 
Transvaal high values from cables, and even to-day the catalogue quotat10n 
is not a,nywhere near what it should have been had qnly postal'y used copies 
been available. If we are not careful, union high values will share a 
similar fate. 

The important point is that a telegraphically used stamp ha,s not per­
formed any POSTAL service, and should therefore not be included in a col­
lection of POSTAGE stamps. Apart from this, they must of necessity have 
been STOLEN-this being beyond dispute, will " Perforation " still continue 
to advocate the collection of these non-postal, AND STOLEN, st=ps? 

I have really no desire to enter into any personal controversy, but 
cannot possibly remain silent when the collection of these stolen telegraph 
stamps is openly advocated. 

G. W. REYNOLDS. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA, 

WANTED-Errors, vaneties early plate Nos., inverted wml<s, etc., 
for cash or exchange. Write;-

A. F. JOHNSTONE, Box 600/i, Johannesburg. 

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 

The Southern Stamp Company, 
P,O. Box 1677. Vurban. 

The following are amcng our many Agents :-
DURBAN.-Williams & Co., 6. Castle Arcade; African Curio Co., West St.; 

The Technical Book Shop, Berea Road. 
MARITZBURG.-Leonard Bayly, Ltd., Longnmrket Street; L. G. Shuter, 

Church Street. · 
NEWCASTLE.-" New<"astle Adve1'.tiser" Office. 
ESTCOURT.-J. T. Gelliug. . 
CAPE TOWN.-Central News Agency, Ltd. 
PORT ELIZABETH.-Central News Agency, Ltd. 
BLOEMFONTEIN,-Deale Bros., Ltd. 
PRETORIA.-R. 0. Basson, Church Street; D.B. Bazaars. 

Our 3d., 6d. and ls. Packets a:re also stocked by all the 15 Branches of 
S.A. Bazaars, Ltd, 

\Ve have agents in other places, and shall be pleased to supply the name 
of your nearest shop. 

We require Agents in every town and district of South Africa, S.W.A., 
Rhodesia, a:nd neighbouring countries. \Ye offer the most generous terms 
and the widest possible range of stock-every line a live seller. \Ve make up 
pa<'kets and sets in suitable form for shop display. 

AGENTS l<'OR BRIGHT & SON, LONDON. 

The Southern Stamp Company, 
P.O. BOX I C77, DURBAN. 
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RHODESIA. 
By J.E. M. COCH. 

(Continued from Page 93.) 

CHAPTER VI, 

FIRST BULAWAYO PROVISIONALS. APRIL, 1896. 

Bulawayo, the capital of Mata:beleland, the westeri::i- provi~c_e of Southern 
Rhodesia, was founded about 1838 bY' the l\fatabele Cluef Mos1hkatze (father 
of Lobengula), some distance north of the present town, and continued 
to be the royal residence till its occupation by the British South Africa 
Company's forces in November, 1893, when a· new town was founded. "The 
Place of Killing" is the inte_rpretation of t:\ie native w_ord "Bulaway?." It 
was at this place where numberless execut10ns of natives were earned out 
under the directions of the Matabele kings, Mosilikatze and Lobengula. 

In Ma:rch, 1896, the Matabele rebelled, and as is customary amo11g 
savages, they began hostilities by murdering defenceless white settlers­
men, women and children. Bulawayo was threatened, and soon the whole 
country south of the Zambesi was in a state of rebellion. On March 24th, 
the mail coach from Sa:lisbury to Bulawayo was ambushed and attacked near 
the Shangani River, and the mails plundered by the kaffir insurgents. 
Bulawayo was completely cut off from all communication with Salisbury, 
the capital and headquarters of the postal service, where the reserve stoek 
of the ·company's stamps was stored. Consequently, JIO fresh supplies of 
stamps could be obtained, and it was during this time that the rare Bulawayo 
Provisionals were issued. 

Recourse was a:t first had to surcharging new values .upon such stamps 
as were available. The 3d. and 4s. stamps of the 1891-94 issue were sur­
charged " One Penny " in capital and small letters, in one line measuri11g 
16½ mm. The word "One" measures 5½ mm., and "Penny" 9 mm. Height 
of ca:pital letters, 3 mm., and small letters, 2 mm. Height of "y" in 
" Penny " is slightly over 2¾ mm. ,vidth of i;he three concelling bars is 
l½ mm. The 5s. stamp of the first issue was surcharged "THREE PENCE," 
in capital letters and in two lines. The word " THREE " measures 12½ 
mm. and " PENCE " 14½ mm. ; from the foot of " P " to the end of the 
full stop measures 16 mm. The height of letters is 3 mm. 

The surcharge is in black, and the original value on a,]l three stamps 
is obliterated by three horizontal bars, which iie close together. I have 
not been able to obtain any official information relating to this interesting 
issue, a,nd such information as I have collected during a number of years is 
most contradictory. For instance, in the '' Rhodesia Review," published 
at Bulawayo on the 23rd May. 1896, the followi1ig statement-is made: "In 
consequence of the lack of communication with Salisbury, the Government 
have for some time· past run short of postage sta,n1ps in this town and in 
order to fill up the hiatus, found it necessary first to surcharge 'eighteen 
sheets of 4s., and seven sheets of 3d. stamps, down to the value of 'One 
Penny.'" • · . 

This was followed again with fifty sheets of 5s. stamps overprinted 
' THREE PENCE,· and by the last coach a very large stock of all values, 
from ½d. to 6d. of the current stamps in use at the Cape have arrived and 
been put in circula,tion. ,ve trust that before this lot is exhausted the 
Company will be able to get a fresh stock of its own stamps from Salisburv. 
THE EARLIER VALUES, surcharged to 'One Penny' and 'THREE PENCE,· 
WERE NEVER ISSUED TO THE PUBLIC., who had to hand their letters in paying 
cash for them at the counter, and the stamps were then affixed and' defaced 
by the Post Office officials." -
" I~ the " Phi!3:telic Record " of August, 1896, the following appears: 

Wlule the prov1s10nals lasted there seems to have been a- daily scramble 
for them. Tlie Post Office officials were at their wits end to make the tem­
porary supply last till communication was restored with the source of 
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ordinary supplY. As a protection against the whole stock being gobbled 
up by sta-mp speculators, all letters had to be handed in at the Post Office, 
and they were stamped by the officials, NO STAMPS BEING SOLD TO THE PUBLIC. 
For receipt purposes a maximum of six could be got on a very solemn 
promise that they we~e goirig to be used as receipt stamps." 

In the September, 1896, number of the same journal, Captain N:orris 
Kewman, F.R.G.S., states: "There being only a. short supply of higher 
values available for surcharging at all, and the expense being he!rVy in each 
case, it was resolved that none of the stamps so surcharged should be sold 
to the public, and that all letters should be ·handed over the counter to the 
Post Office officials, with the amount due for postage in money, when the 
department would ~x the stamps and deface them. Early in April the 
Civil Commissioner wanted some penny stamps for receipts, etc., and not 
earing to lessen the small number of ½d. and ld. left in the Post Office, sent 
seven sheets (60 each) of the 3d. value, being all he had in his possession, 
to the Goverument Printing Office for surcharging to ld., which was done 
somewhat carelessly. The seven sheets of the 3d. had no errors or V!rrieties, 
but the 4s. value had four errors on the first sheet, viz. : the capital " P " 
in Penny inverted. Then again, one sheet had only a one-line debarment, 
whereas the proper number was three. This was at once a-ltered. On the 
following day, after sending the seven sheets of 3cl .• eighteen sheets of the 
4s. value were sent to be surcharged with the same " One Penny " overprint. 

"All the values, except the 8d., having run clean out during April in 
the Post Office, fifty sheets of the 5s. were sent to be surcharged down to 
3d. This was done iu a better and bolder type. The first sheet showed 
onl~· four errors, two R's on the top ha:lf pane and two T's. on the right 
half pane being found inverted. This was altered, and all the' other sheets 
were without error or variation. 

" The quantities printed of these provisionals were therefore:-
Seven sheets of 60 each of the "One Penny" on 3d., making 420. 
Eighteen sheets of 60 each of '' One Penny" on 4s., making 1,080. 
Fifty sheets of 60 each of "THREE PENCE" on 5s., making 3,000. 
"These sta:mps lasted until the 22nd May, when the new stock from 

the Cape arrived and were issued to the public." 
In the "Monthly Journal" of July, 1896, the following numbers of 

each value surcharged are given :- · 
" One Penny " on 3d., 1,200. 
"One Penny" on 4s., 1,200. 
"THREE PENCE" on 5s., 3,000. 

After perusing every available source of information I have come to the 
following conclusions :-

1.-The printing of the surcharge was done in Bulawayo. It hardlv 
seems feasible, considering the transport difficulties at the time that 
the authorities should send all the way to Cape Town to hav'e the 
printing done, when a printing press was availa:ble in Bulawayo, and 
the stamps were wanted immediately. 

2.-i[t is a difficult matter to arrive at a correct estimate of the number 
of each value surcharged. I aim unable to state definitely which 
figures are correct, but am inclined to accept those of the " Monthly 
Journal." 

3.-Notwithstanding the re~trictions imposed by the postal authorities, 
many stamps were obtamed by collectors and speculators, under the 
pretext that they :were required for receipt purposes. Judging from 
the number of mmt copies one sees in collections, these !rre not 
so ~carce as good postally used specimens. A large quantity, 
particularly the ld. values, were used f<?r receipt purposes, and I 
would warn ~ollectors . to carefully examme these before accepting 
them for their collect10ns. I have seen many so-called mint a-nd 
postally used copies, which have been. cleaned-Le., the fiscal can-
cellations chemically removed. · 
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The following is a synopsis of the varieties, date of issue, and numbers 
of ead1 value surclrn:rged :-

Types as above. 
Stamps of tl,e Company, surcharged m black at Bulawayo. Date of 

issue--April, 189G. 
1.-" One Penny " on the 3d. stamp of 1891. 1,200 stamps. 
· (a) No stop after Penny. 
2.-" One Penny " on the 4s. stlnnp of March, 1893. 1,200 stamps. 

(a) "P" in Penny inverted. 
(b) Single bar through original value, ,rhereas the normal overprint 

consists of three bars. 
( c) No stop after Penny. 

3.-" THllEE PENCE " on the 5s. stamp of December, 1890. 3 ,000 
stamps. 
(a) "R " in THREE inverted . (Nos . 14 and 29 in a block of 30.) 
(b) "'' T in THREE inverted. 

I regret being unable to furnish fuller detail£ as to the printing of these 
provisionals, and shall be grateful if any reader can supply further 
information. 

(To be continued.) 

REVIEWS. 
NEWEST BOOKS FOR THE COLLECTOR'S LIBRARY. 

CATALOGUE OF S'l'AMPS OF NEW ZEALAND AND ISLAND DEPEND­
ENCIES. (Verne, Collins & C., 272, High St. , Christchurch. ls. 6d.) 

This comprehensive work was a real eye-opener, and lists most thoroughly 
the various postal emisions of a country which is daily getting more difficult 
to follow. The various printings and perforations, to say nothing of papers, 
is given in the utmost detail, while full particuh~rs are also given of the 
many and various · overprints used for Dependencies such .as Raratonga, 
Niue, etc. Valuable information is likewise quoted for the interesting locals, 
such as Great Barrier Isla-ml and British Antarctica . The c-atalogue is 
complete with all known varieties, and is one which no collector or 
specialist in this country can afford to be without. 

RARE BRITISH AFRICANS 
ARE MY SPECIALITIES 

I hold an exceptionally fine stock, Prices are very reasonable. Selections 
are sent on approval against references. 

T. ALLEN. 
"Craigard" Blake Hall Road, Wanstead, London, E. 11, England. 
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.J\l'\,.J'V\,o"""'Al\,,,N'\,,.A,l'\,,,,.N'\,,o ~JV"\,,,,-""\,,--•~""""""',.,,.. ,v'\,,,,,N'\,,,AI'\.-""""-"""""'""""""~-""""""' JV\,,""""■ 

} NOTES ON } t ? 
j NEW ISSUES AND VARIETIES. f 
~ The Editor particularly wishes to obtain the earliest information of } 
~ New Issues, etc. Kindly refer to notices on page ii. } 

-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~• 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA, 

Recently we mentioned that the proposed new pictorial issue had been 
shelved for six months. "'e now learn that a repeat indent of lcl., i2d,, 6d. 
and ls. va·lues has been ordered. similar to the present issue, to carry on 
with until the authorities make up their mind about the new issue. A 
fresh snpply of the 4cl. value was reeently receiv;id, and a fe"· sheets with 
watermark invertecl have been discovered. This value has always bee.n 
particula·rly scarce ,vith inverted watermark, and from the information at 
our clisposal, the present qnantit~- with watermark inverted · s not very large. 
~d. DUE, NEW PRINTING. 

A new printing of the ½cl, clue, lithographed in Pretoria, umrntermarked 
paper, and perf. 14. was on sale at some Reef Post Offices on 16th July. 
The only difference between this ancl the first printiug oi Xovember la·st 
is that the figure of value is jet blade In the fiJ st printing the figure of 
value was dull grey black. The difference in the ink used for the duty 
plate is so pronounl'ed that we now chrollicle the last printing separately. 
In the new priuting, there is one perf. missing in eaC!J stamp of the first 
vertical row of the right pane, simila:r to the ld. aml 2d. Pretoria dues, 
perforated issue. This missing perf. was not to be found in the first printing 
of the ½cl. 
PLATE FLAWS. 

Referring to the "ZOID " variety mentioned in the last issue of the 
"S.A.P.," :M:r. A. F. Johnstone mentions that this variety is only to be 
found in the 2d. postage valne. its position being 3rd stamp, 8th row, lower 
left panE;, plate 2. From specimens examined, 1t appears tha:t the plate­
has been damaged, so that in addition to the "U" appearing as "O," a 
white line extends from the top of the " Z " right across the top of the "C .'' 

Another plate fla·w (which was discovered by us) is to be fouml in the 
current ½cl., plate G, first stamp, 7th rmr, lower left pane. The left shield 
containing the figure of value is broken at its upper left portion, while 
slightly above, aucl to the left of the fraction bar. a small white patch 
appears. This fla,w is not eonstant throughout all sheets or plate 6, so it 
would appear that the plate was damaged after haviug been in use for 
some time. The defect is ver~- pronounced, and should be included in Union 
collections. 

RARE BRITISH COLONIALS. 

I make a speciality of Rare British Colonials and hold a very fine stock of 
AFRICANS 

Selections sent on approval against references. 

T. ALLEN. 
"Craigard" Blake Hall Road, Wanstead, London, E. 11, England, 
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SOUTH WEST AFRICA. 

A NOTH ER NEW TYPE OF OVERPRINT! 

Mr. M:. L. Levitt, of " ' indhoek, has forwarded u s a copy of the 10s. 
postage, in which the Dutch version, "Zuidwest," a:ppears in one word, 
without hyphen. At first it was thought this was a ne,v variet:v, but we 
since learJ1, from a thorough}~· reliable quarter, that a third t~·pe of over­
print Jurs been used, in whieh the English version appears as before, but 
" Zuidwest" is in one 11·ord. The ild., 4d., ls., 2s. 6d., 5s., aml 10s. postage 
have so far been overprinted ,vith this 1ie11· type. 

In the Postage Dues, the ½cl., ld., 6d. are the only values which have 
been overprinted . The ½cl . value is the Pretoria perforated printing. The 
Id. due appears in both the perforated and rouletted Pretoria printings, 
while the 6d. is the old Tra:nsvaal issue, and also the De la Rue 1'nion issue. 
\Ye understand that only the 10s. Postage has so far been issued, but that 
the other values will be placed on sale as the existing stocks of the previous 
types of overprint become exhausted. lt would aprear, therefore, t hat the 
narro11· type of overprint should be very scarce . 

Above is illnstra·ted a pair of His., with the uarrow type of overprint, 
which type will in future be referred to as "Type 2." A pair of the same 
value with " Zuid,rnst " in one word is also shewn-this will therefore be 
referred to as "1'ype 3" when dealing with this type of overprint. 

The only values which ,rn have heard of ~o far with the narrow spll'Ced 
overprint are the 2s. 6d.. 5s., and 10s. Postage, and the 3d. and 5cl. 
Postage Dues. If any readers could kiudly ~encl us specimens of any other 
values with narrow type of overprint, we should be plea-secl to hear from 
them. 

It is really surprising the ,my the Authorities have chopped and changed 
about as far as stamps for the Protectorate are concerned. It appears tha-t 
the reason why this latest change has taken place is on account of an officia-1 
circular from the Prime :Minister·s Office, stating that the words "Zuid-\Yest" 
should be in one word, and that all official documents and printings must 
follow this rnling. 

The va:lues not yet printed with " Zuidwest " in one word ,vill, of course, 
be so overprinted when existi11g stocks are used up. 

RHODESIA. 

It will interest readers to learn that a new issue of stamps is still 
under consideration, and that nothing definite has yet been decided upon. 
\Ve have every reason to believe that the present issue will continue in use 
until stocks of the ne"· imprint are availa-ble. \Ve also learn from an 
unimpeachable quarter that · the authorities consider that a surcharge or 
oveq;rint of any description is highly undesirable. 

Mr. J . E. M:. Coch brings to our notice another variety not cata-loguecl 
by S.G. lt is the 7s. 6d. _plum and grey black, die iii., perf. 14, but on 
TONED paper. 
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.A speeimen of the 6d. value, die iii., perf. 14, toned paper, showing 
-traees of double entry, is reported by Mr. A. C. Thornton. 

Mr. F. Barbour, Bulawayo, shows us a11 interesting item of the ½d. 
1898-Hl0S issue. S.G. No. 75. This consists of a pa·ir from the corner of the 
the sheet. with one stamp imperf. at top eaused by the sheet having been 
folded when perforated. 

KENYA COLONY; 
Mr. ,v. Tunstall informs us that the 12c. value has been unobtainable 

for some ri10nths now·. and inquires whether S.A. collectors know of the very 
rare Rs. 50 on script paper. This stamp was only on issue for a very short 
time, and might in time prove rarer than the £1 JOs. Natal. 

Correspondence, 
(To tbe F,tlitor, "S.A. Philatelist.") 

Dear Sir,-I wish to gratefully acknowledge, through the medium of your 
valuable paper, the following sta·mps received for my brother, in answer to 
the appeal. 

H. Greenhough, Dundee: Album complete with stamps, and many 
loose ones. 

M. Corbishley, Durban. 
A. F. Slater. Rhodesia. 
Master Ma·ckenzie, Johannesburg. 
A. C. Thornt011. Bulawayo. 
K. M. Patel, Nyasaland. 
E. de Sornay, Mauritius. 
Mission Stamp Society, 1India. 
M. D. Holmes, E. Transvaal. 
Major Forsbrook, S.W. Africa,. 

I am, etc .. 
Pietermaritzburg. J,A "\VRENCE HILL. 

REPLIES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

B.C., )fAcEQrECE.-All information a·sked for has already appeared in 
various issues of the " 8.A .P." Except the Hd. and 2½d. values, all 
de11orniuatio11s of l'nion stamps have been overprinted for use in South-\\Test 
.Urica. ln the postage dnes there is no is. value for South ,vest Africa:. 
It is impossible to give a complete list of all errors and varieties in the 
overprinted issue. since the type was of soft material and wore very 
badly, thus many types of broken letters may be found. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

WE BUY 
fine specialised collections of 
British Colonials for prompt 
~ash and shall be glad to receive 
offers 

WE SELL 
stamps of all conntries. common 
or rare, anu will send attractive 
approval., to large or small buy­
ers on request. 

Many fine specialisfd collections are now on hand. 

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, England. 

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 
Please mention the " Philatelist" when replying to Advertisers. 
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THE STAMPS OF BECHUANALAND. 
BY BARRY MAY, C.M.G., C.B.E. 

No portion of South Africa possesses a history during the last _40 years 
-of more interest, variety, and striking episode than Bechnanaland, ~he vast 
country, the home of the Bechuana tribes, lying to the north of Gnqualand 
West, and stretching from the Transvaacl on the east out into the limitless 
expanses of the Kalahari 

That history is reflected to some extent in the postage stamps of the 
country is generally a·dmitted. My object is to show how close is the con­
nection between the events which have occurred in Bechuanalamd and the 
record afforded by the various stamps which have been used in that Terri­
tory. Its stamps may be said to constitute an index of its history. 

I propose to state briefly the outstanding features of Bechuamaland 
history since the early eighties, while considering the postage stamps of each 
period. 

The existence of a healthy and desirable country, occupied only by un­
warlike natives beyond their own borders, acted as acn irresistible attraction 
to numbers of Boers in the ,vestern Transvaal. Taking the advantage of a 
quarrel between Monkoroane, Chief of the Batlacpin, and David Massouw, 
a minor Koranna Chief, they offered their services to one or other of these 
chiefs as volunteers. The reward for their services was to consist of farms 
in Beclrnanaland. ,ve may be sure that the volunteer s were ca,reful not 
to do any harm to their fellow countrymen serving in the opposing ranks, 
but they killed a good many natives. l\lassouw soon found out what a 
mistake he ha-d made , and wrote to l\fonkoroane saying: " 1 am tired of the 
war, but the Boers will not let me make peace." Monkoroane was probably 
in a similar position. 

,vith such feelings entertained by the chiefs, hostilities gradually came 
to an end, but then arose the question of pacying the volunteers. 

They, aware of their strength, aud relying on the tacit approval of the 
Transvaal and apathy of the Imperial Government, succeeded in obtacining 
from the unfortunate natives who had employed them a considerable frac­
tion of their territory . The portion of Beclmanalacnd so acquired, comprising 
some 6,000 square miles, was proclaimed a republic-the Republic of Stella-
1and, in 1883, with Yryburg as its capital. 

Philatelically, this historic event is recorded by the issue of a set of 
postage stmnps. They were printed by a fii-m m Cape Town, and while 
poorly executed, are of a design which is of no little interest. Over the 
shield , the chief feature of the design, is a star representing the great comet 
which appeared at the birth of Stellaland, and from which the country took 
its name. On the shield the star is repeated in one quacrter, the three others 
being occupied by two fishes impaled on a sword, a nondescript bird intended 
~o r_epresent the smaller bustard, known as the korhaan, and the scales of 
.111stice. The fishes stand for the Batlapin, of which a, fish is the tribal 
totem. Relying on some similarity of sound , the designer had used the 
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korhaan to de11ote the Kora11na Chief, :Massouw. ·To record in this way­
the skewered fish being eloquent of the unfortunate position of the Batlapin 
-the sources from which the freebooting Republic derived its possession, is. 
curious enough, but when we find that in a:ddition Justice is represented,. 
one cannot help feeling that in designing the Republican arms a cynic 
played a pa.rt. 

Stamps of five different denominations, viz.: Id., 3d., 4d., 6d.,- and ls., 
all of the same type, were issued, and when la,ter there was a demand for 
a 2d .. the 4d. was surcharged "Twee" in Vryburg with a rubber stamp. 

Meanwhile, further north, near l\Iafeking, Boers were endeavouring to 
repeat the exploits of their kinsmen in Stellalancl .. They were less success­
ful, however, a:nd although they proclaimed a Republic, that of Goshen,. 
it had little real existence, and did not attain to the dignity of a coat of 
arms or the issue of postage stamps. 

The position was not destined to remain long unchanged. The Imperial 
Government was a,t length aroused, and in 1885, the· Warren Expedition 
reached Beclmanalaml. Resistance was hopeless. The one-time freebooters 
by now become quite a respectable community, being confirmed in their 
possession of the ground, felt as a whole little regret at coming under the 
rule and protection of the Queen when the Crown Colony of British 
Bechuanala·nd was proclaimed.- . 

The "'arrent Expedition is recorded in our albums, or in some of them, 
by two stamps which were used in connection with the working of the· 
Military telegraphs. They were, I believe, employed in certain instances 
to defray postage, but I have no actual evidence· of this. The stamps used 
were the 6d. bright purple. a-ml ls. green, of the Cape Colony, overprinted 
" Military Telegraph " in black. 

(To be continued.) 

East Rand Philatelic Society. 
President: Mr. C. L. Larsen. Hon. Secretary: ~fr. Thos. ·wood, Box 47 
Boksburg. (Meetings held at Transvaal Hotel, third '\Vednesda-y, 7 .30 p.m.) 

A- very enjoyable evening was spent on '\\rednesday, the 15th ult., when 
Mr. C. E. Donne read a ver~· ably prepared paper on the stamps of the 
Union of South Afriea, many interesting details being given of the va-rious 
errors, varieties, ete., known. Mr. Donne also exh;bited his verv fine 
collection of the stamps of this country. This collection, which is remark­
ably complete in shades, plate numbers, errors, and vm:ieties, etc. is one of 
the best in existence, and the exhibitor was very heartily thanked by those 
·present for the philatelic trea-t afforded them. 

At the meeting to be held on ·wednesday, ,he 19th inst., Mr. G. W. 
Re~·nolds has promised to eontribnte a paper on the Postage Dues of the 
Union, and will also bring his collection with him. 

RHODESIA. 

Admiral Type, Perfect Mint, Postage Extra. 
Die 1, Perf. 14. Die 1. Perf. 14 

s d s d 
2d S.G. 210 6 5s. S.G. 229 7 6 
2d S.G. 209 6 10s. S.G 231 14 0 
3d S G. 211 1 0 

and most other 4d S.G. 214 1 6 items catalogued by 

5d S.G, 217 1 0 S.G, 1923. 

10d S.G. 221 2 6 Name your wants in Rhodesia 
ls, S.G, 223 1 9 Selections on approval. 

E. GURD, N.R,P,, J.P,S,, L.s.c. 
49, CANNING ROAD, ADDISCOMBE. SURREY, ENG, 
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Pretoria Philatelic Society. 
An extra-ordinary meeting of the Society was held on Monday, July 2nd, 

when it wa,s decided to alter the evenings of meetings to the second and 
fourth Monday of each month. On Monday, July 23rd, Mr. Obermeyer gave­
a most interesting article on the stamps printed in "Taille-douce," illus­
trating his remarks with some fine specmiens of the work, notably the· 
famous early Holland. The paper wa,s followed· by the exhibition of the 
Societ~·'s reference collection of British Colonials, which, although only 
commeneed in 1916, now numbers over 1,300 stamps, well mounted and ar­
ranged. Mr. Chas. Hand, who is responsible for its care and arra:ngement, 
was heartil~· thanked for all the trouble he had gone to. 

East Londo,n Philatelic Society. 
The ordinary monthly meeting of the Society was held on July 27th, 

there being a good attendm1ce. One new member was nominated for 
membership. Mr. Thornton gave a very fine display of Natal and Bechuana­
land. there· being an abundance of the earlier issues. The exhibitor wa,s 
accorded a very hearty vote of thanks for his fine display. 

(At the meeting held on 17th ult., we understand the subject for the 
evening was exhibits of rarities by members, but having gone to press a 
little. mrrlier, we were unable to include a report in this issue.-Ed.) 

Philatelic Society of Rhodesia. 
The monthly meeting of the Soeiety was held at the Court House on the 

9th nlt. Some very fine Rhodesia11s were exhibited by Mr. Thornton, wlrn 
also ga:ve a short review of the various issues. This gentleman exhibited 
an interesting enrrent 6d. Rhodesian with a double centre. Other members 
exhibited various interesting uncatalogued stamps of the O.F.S. 

BECHUANALAND UNUSED. 
S.G. Nos. 30 33 38 64 70 71 72 73 

Prices: 1 /- 10d. 2/3 6d. 6d. 9d. 1 !- 1/3, 
Cash with Order. Postage Extra. 

GEO. CHIPP, P.O. Ca/a, Tembuland. 

E X C H A N G E - Pre 

Edwardian written up collection 

O.F.S Catalogue value over £74 
will exchange for collection. 

Rhodesia or Natal similar valuf', 

W. J. Harrington, 
Box 383, Pretoria 

H .L. KAPLAN, 
Philatelic Expert. 

P.O. Box 6230, ,fohannesburg, 

Approvnls of all countries sent. 
Stamps boughlj high prices paid. 

· FoR Fine Specimens-Inviting prices. 
R. HAMILTON, 6, St. Saviour's Ter­
race, Bath, England-Business refe­
rences required, 

PORTUGAL AND COLONIES,-Dea• 
lers, Collectors, here is a chance for 
you, send three novels or five maga­
zmes to Miss SILVIA MUNROW and 
50 stamps of Portugal and Colonies all 
different will be sent to you by the 
return post. Address to Miss SILVIA 
MUNROW, P.O. Box 95, Beira, P,E.A, 

MINT EDWARDIANS. 

Tran•vaal S. C, A. : 
ls Green (552) .. . 
2s Brown (553) .. . 
2s 6d Mauve (554) 
5s Purp, / Yell. (555) 
10s Purp. / Red, (556) 
ls Red/ Brown (557) 

· 2s Yellow (558) ... 

A. Lichtenstein. 
PHILA1ELIST, 

Box 33, Rouxville. O.F.S. 

s d 

5 0 
12 6 
6 6 

12 6 
16 6 
3 0 

10 0 
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t OFFICIAL ORGAN: The Johannesburg United Philatelio Society; The t ~ Pretoria Philatelic Society; The Ea:st Rand Philatelic Society; Philatelic t Society of Natal; The Cape Town Philatelic Society; The East London ~ 
) Philatelic Society; The Port Elizabeth Philatelic Society; The West f I African Philatelic Society; and The Philatelic Society of Rhodesia. f 
•~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~• 

VoL. I. 1st, October 1923. 

TOPICS OF THE MONTH, 

Rhodesian Remainders. 

No. 9, 

GoUecto,rs, particularly those specialising in Rhodesia, are anxiously 
asking what will happen to remainders of the present Rhodesian issue when 
on October 1st next Responsible Government in Southern Rhodesia and 
Crown Colony Administration in· Northern Rhodesia comes into operation. 
Unfortunately remainders are often sold below face value (or to the highest 
bidder), when a new permanent set of stamps is issued. It is to be sincerely 
hoped tlia.t the A11thorities will not follow this course since by .so doing a 
great injustice will be done to philat,elists. 

Mr. J. E. M. Coch, the eminent Rhodesian specialist, has taken the 
matter up seriou_sly, and has been instrumental in securing the co-operation 
of various Philatelic Societies in our country. As a result, the Hon. 
Secretary of the Johannesburg Society has directed a let,ter to the London 
Offices of the B.S.A: Co., inquiring what the Company proposes to do with· 
st.ocks remaining on hand after September 30th. It, was pointed out that 
considerable financial loss would be entailed by thousands pf collectors 
who have invested in thes-e stamps for a number of years if remainders were 
soltl to dealers at reduced prices. It was earnestly a.sked thatthe Directors 
will consider this aspect of the ease before co:ming to , a· final decision. It 
wa,s also suggested that stocks be either destroyed o,r. sold at ,prices above 
face value. A letter on simil'ar lines was also addressed to the Royal 
Philatelic Society. 

The Rhodesian :Society hilve· also written to the B.S.A. 06. in London, 
and have suggested; inter alia, that all plates- relating :to· all issues up to 
1923 should be destroyed in the usual manner (ettttin$ di'i}gonal lines across 
the plate), and that such plates should he presented to the Bulawayo 
Museum. 

As soon as we n1'e in a positien to do so, further- information o(l thii 
hnl)Qfte.nt subj1act will appear ill the1e columna, , 
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Roll of Distinguished Philatelists. 
Our congratulations to Mr. Chas. Hand on being nominated by the 

Pretoria Philatelic Society for the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists. Mr. 
Hand is an authority on most South African issues, but particularly early 
'.I.'ransvaals. 

The Johannesburg Society, we understand·, has not yet decided on a 
nomination, but we hear that the following gentlemen's names have been 
mentioned:-Mr. J. E. ivl. Coch, the eminent Rhodesian authority who is-at 
present contributing art,icles on the, stamps of this country; Mr. G. W. 
Reynolds for his Handbook on Union Stamps, :rnd for conducting the only 
South African Philat,elic ,Journal; Mr. J. Robertson for his work ip connec­
tion with the old quarterly review of Philately. 

Union Aerial Cancellations. 
In the "Philatelic Magazine," of August 11th, we note the following 

pa.ragraph :-" A Price List of Air Post stamps and cancellations just pitl.,­
lished by Mr. Alan Turton provides the first, attempt. at standardising the 
values of some of the most elusive Air Post stamp varieties. It is in,tructivP 
to observe the comparative, rarity of items of which little account was takPn. 
The ' R 34' special cancellation. for instance, is quoted at £35; the first,• 
Washington-New York-Philadelpl1ia tli.f,ht at 30/-; THE UNION OF SOUTH 
AFRICA SOUVENIR POST CAHD AT £5, etc." 

Is the Union aerial post. card really worth £5, or is this a misprint? 

East Rand Society; 
\Ve take this opportunity of offering our sincere congratulations to 

Mr. C. F.. Donne on his being elected President of the East Rand Society. 
Mr. Donne is one ,)f our forernqst philatelists, and has done a great deal 
towards bringing the East Rand Society to its present stage. We feel sure 
that under his able guidance the Society will continue to make progress. 

Exchange Packets. 
It is certainly surprising that some members treat exchange packets 

in a most lackadaisical manner. One would think that a.fter lrnnding thP 
pac:{et over to a membet" be would go t11rough the packet and pass it on 
to the next member without loss of time, instead of which ·some nwrubers 
keep packets for an unreasonable time. This is distinctly unfair to the 
Exc-nange Si1perintendent, and to other members who are ken1 on makinO' 
their selections. If those concerned will only pass the packet on prorni:,tly~ 
more stamps could be circulated with a resultant benefit, to all the members. 

WE BUY 
fine specialised collections of 
Britii;h Colonials for prompt 
cash and shall be glad to receive 
offers 

WE SELL 
stamps of all co1111tries, common 
or rare, and will send attrnctive 
apprnvali; to large or small buy­
ers. on requei.t. 

Many fine specialised collections are now on band. 

Satnley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, England. 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022



THE SOYTit AFRICAN PttILATELIST. 

RHODESIA. 
By J. E. M. COCH. 

(Continued from Page 106.) 

CHAPTER VII. 

Second Bulawayo Provisionals, 22nd May 1896. 

115 

Bulawayo was st.ill cut off from all communication with Salisbury, but 
the route to the Cn.pe, via Mafeking, was open; although the ma.il services 
were much disorgal!tsed by the ravages of rinderpest and the revolt, fairly 
regular communications with Cape Town were maintained. As no more 
stamps were available in Bulawayo for surcharging, and with the stock of 
the first provisionals practically exhausted, the Government of the Ca_pe of 
Good Hope was r_equested, by telegram, through the Agent of the British 
South Africa Company at Cape Town, to furnish a supply of stamps for 
immediate requirements. This was done by overprinting the current Cape 
stamps with the words "BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA COMPANY" in three 
lines, in small san serif capitals, by the Argus Printing Company, Cape 
Town. The word " BRITISH " measures 8 mm., " SOUTH AFRICA " 
14¾ mm., and "COMPANY" 9½ mm.; normal height of letters is 2mm., 
space between lines slightly over 2 mm., and depth of entire irnrcharge 
slightly more than 10 mm. 

These stamps arrived in Bulawayo by the mail coach on the 22nd May, 
1896, and . were immediately issued to• the public. Although this series was 
expressly ordered to meet the immediate needs of Bulawayo at the time, 
and, as far as I know, only sold at fois Post Office, the Bta.mps have bren 
ui;ed in other parts of Southern Rhodesia at a la1er date. These stamps 
have never been demonetised and are therefore still valid for postal purpo~es. 

The following is a synopsis of varieties, date of first issue and quantity 
overprinted:-

Type: Contemporary Cape of Good Hope stamps. overprinted. in black. 
as 1llustrnte<l ahove, by the Argns Printin~ Co. at Cape Town. 

Watermark: Cabled Anchor, except the 3d. value watermarked C•·own 
CA. . 

Da.te of Issue: 22nd Mav, 1896. Perforation: 14. 
l. ½d., grey-black: 24.000 stamps (400 panes). 
2. ld., rose-red; 36.000 stamps (600 panes). 
3. 2d .. brown; 18.000 stamps (300 panes). 
4. 3d., claret: 2.640 stamps (44 panes). 
5. 4d., bright blue; 9.000 stamps (]50 panes). 
6. 6d., deep purple; 3,960 stamps (66 panes). 
7. ls .. vellow-och.re: cj1rnntity 1rnkn·own. 
Minor shades exis t in most values, hnt are not mn.rked . The one shilling 

is the rarest stamp of this issue, particula.rlv good postally used copies, 
large numbers of this value having been used for telegrams. 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022



116 THE SOU'rJt AFRICAN PHlLATELIS't. 

TYPES AND VARIE,TIES. 

The overprinting was applied fo panes of sixty stamps, i.e .. ten hori­
zontal rows of six. Sufficient type was set to cover a horizontal row of six 
stamps, and from this, ten stereotypes were, taken. One set.tincr was nsed 
for overprinting all values. Each set of type had a Rlight defect,: thus 
there are six types in each horizontal row, repeated ten times in each pane. 
The following is a description of the types, which are constant t-hronghont :-

1st, STAMP: (a) A minute break or thinning in the first vertical stroke 
of " H " in " SOUTH " immediately above the cross-bar. 

(b) A minute break or thinning near the top of the second vertical 
s'roke of " N" in " COMPANY." . 

2nd STAMP: (a) The horizontal stroke of " T' " in " SOUTH " is broken 
near the left ei{tremity and appea,rs thus "'f." 

(b) There is a break or thinning in the ri.ght stroke of " A " in 
"COMPANY" immediately above the cross-bar. 

3rd STAMP: Normal. 
4th STAMP: (a) Right leg of " R" in " BRITISH " is broken near bcse 

and appears thus " R." 
(b) Short right arm o.f "Y '.'in" COMPANY." 

5th STAMP: The second down stroke of the second ' A " in " AFRICA " 
is broken off short, immediately belo,w the cross,bar, and appears 
thns "A." 

6th STAMP: The second vertical stroke .of " H " in " BRITISH " is 
broken near base, and 311ppears thus "E." 

T'he second, fourth, fifth and sixth stamps are easilv rletectecl. 'l'he 
overprint varies in thiclfoess, and complete sets can be made up of thiek 
and thin letters. 

In t-he above description of tvpes, where I hav" n,,,,,t,nnpil '' hr 0 ,,1;: or 
thinning in the letters, it should be borne in mind that in, the thin or 
light overprint these are distinct breaks, whereas in the! thick OT h"""" 
overprint the ink has run, and the breaks appear· to be onlv a thinning; 
these can be distinguished with the aid of a good magnifying glass. There 
are several other minor varieties, which are not, constant, such a.s smudged 
and contorted letters, and what appears at first gla.nce to be double over­
printing-tlwse are due to careless printing, rnnnin~ of the ink, a:nd in sorne 
instances to a movement of the paper whilst in the printing press. 

Varieties of inverted and misplaced lett€rs have not so far been noted, 
althongh I have seen forgeries of these. 

BRIDGER & KAY, Ltd. 
- 1 70 STRAND. LONDON, w.c 2. -

W HATEVER you wr1nt in stamps we can fill your 
needs .. Our complete series of stock books of all 
countries will repay inspection by r1ny collector, 

Now READY. 1923 Price List of 

British Colonial Stamps. 
100 pages. Price 1/- (refunded against purchases). 
Gi vt>s our selling q notations fot· practical I~· all i,;:;twis of the 

st.amps of Great BL"itain and Colonies, 
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VARIETY OF THE 4d. V'ALUE. 
One pane of the 4d. value was found in which the word "COMPANY" 

was omitted from the entire bottom row 0f the pane, probably due to the 
fact that the last line of the setting was not inked when the surcharge was 
applied. This is one of the rarest items in Rhodesia, thei·e. being only six 
copies in existence. 

(1) Genuine, ('.'.) Forgery 
These provisionals have been very cleverly forged, both in surcharge 

genuine s·.arnps . The following are the principal points of difference:­
after they were placed on the market, and are apparently scarcer than tr.e 
and postmark. The forgeries, however, were discovered almost immediately 

GENUINE. FORGERY. 
(a) The line "SOUTH AFRICA" 

measures 14¾ mm. 
(b) The line "COMPANY" mea­

sures 9½ mm., inclusive of the 
full-stop 10 mm. 

(c) The depth of the entire s_ur­
charge is 10 mm. 

(d) The letters. '' A " and ' 'Y " are 
wide and measure from point to 
point slightly more than 1 mrn. 

(e) The "C's" have an ope11i11g of 
a lmost½ mm. 

(f) If a line were drawn down from 
" I " in " AFRICA " it would 
touch the right arm of " Y " in 
"COMPANY" and pass well to 
the left. of the foll-stop. 

(g) The " B " of " l3RI1'TSH ., is 
placed above " UT " of 
"SOUTH.'' 

(a) The line " SOUTH AFRICA " 
mea.Jnres 14½ · mm. 

(b) Tbe line "COMPANY" is 9 
mm., inclusive of the fuli-stop 
slight.ly over 9½ mm. 

(c) The depth of the entire sur­
charge is 10½ mm., which is also 
to be found measuring.9½ mm. 

(cl) Tile lett.ers "A" and "Y ' ' are 
n:urow and have · a cramped 
appearance, measuring from 
point to point slightly less than 
l mm. 

(e) The " C's" have an opening of 
b arely ¼ mm. 

(f) This line would pass dear of 
th e right arm of " Y " and 
almost touch the full-stop. 

(g) The " B " of " BRTTISH " is 
placed like the genuine. 

SECOND FORGERY. 
In the genuine the " B " of " BRITISH " is placed above " UT " of 

"SOUTH," while in this forgery it is exactly above thi "T" of" SOUTH," 
a ·1<l can easil y b e d 2tected. 

POSTMARKS. 
The postmar-ks are not always a sure test for genuitv. I have seen 

forg2d stamps ·bearing the genuine BULA \VAYO postmark, and ~ome of 
these probably cLcl actual posfa] clut.y, escapi ng th e noti ce of officfals at 
the time; others, again, may have been postally cancelled to favour. The 
forg . d postmark ca.n be distinguis11ed by the shape of the "U" in 
" BUT.A WA YO," which in the genuine is quite narrow at the bottom, 
m easuring 2 mm ., while iff the forgery it is as wide at the bottom a& at the 
top and niea&urE~ 3 mm. 

(To be contimled.) 
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r------;,~-~---i 
{ NT~ :.,!~t=u~l~:h,~ ~ra~ th:',.~!,~=~t~,:~• I 
{ New Issues, etc. Kindly refer to notices on page ii. ( 

-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA, 

PRINTING FREAKS-
Mr. E. A. Darby, Renoni, has kindly shown us an interesting photo­

graph of a pane of ld. Union Postage st.amps. The pane in question is the 
lower· left pane of Plate 4. In th' s pane the last six stamps of the first 
vertical row are only part1y printed. cansed by the1 sheet having been folded 
under when printed. vVhen opened out, the remaining portion of the 
s· amps appear white. 

Another interesting freak was recently shown us by our good friend 
Mr. A. F. Johnstone. In this case, the top left portion of the sheet of the 
current ½d. Postage was also folded but the folded portion was uppermost. 
The complete impression appears, but. wben the paper is opened out half the 
stamp appears without impres~ion. 
IMPENDING NEW 6d. DUE. ~~-

We learn from a thorongllly reliable sonrce that. supplies of the De la 
Rne printing of the fid. Postaire Dne are practically exhauster!. onlv a few 
slwets being left in the Rtamp Office. Pretoria. A new nrinting of this value 
by the Government Printer at Pretoria. has been pnt in hand. so no doubt 
these new sta.mns will make their a.ppearance before long. Possihlv the 
same "frame pla'e" already in 11Pe for tbe ½d .. ld. arn1 2d. perforated rnav 
be used for the new 6d. Due, in which case we can expect the " POSDADE " 
variety to occur. 

In the Daily Press, during R0 ntemher. a Reutn message from Durban 
was published sta.ting tllat Mr. Percy \Villiams, President of the Natal 
PhilQtelic Society, ha(l disphved a Union :?d. stamp with a watermark 
much "smaller, narrower arnl sl1orter '' than normal. As this find was of 
much interest., we conrnrnnicated with Mr: Williams and asked him to 
favour ns with the sif<"ht of this stamp .. 'rhis !l'Pntlrman replied stating that 
the stamp was the pronerty of Mr. Ecln-c11mhe. who had enclosed it in a 
reg-isterecl envelope for <lispafrli to ns. Unfor+nnatelv before the letter could 
be posted it was lost., arni up to the timP of writing has not been recovered. 

RHODESIA. 
Mr. C. Rmithers, Cape '!'own, i11forms ns that he has two cnrio_sities. of 

the current. ½d. in his collection. The first consists of a hloC'k of nme with 
an extra perforation t.hrough the C'entre- of the block, while the second 
~onsists of a block of nine, the p~per being folded when printed, thus 
showing a white strip when opened out. 

RARE BRITISH COLONIALS. 

I make a speciality of Rare British Colonials and hold a very fine stock of 
AFRICANS 

Selections sent on approval against references. 

T. ALLEN. 
"Craigard" Blake Ha11 Road, Wanstead, London, E. 11, England, 
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NEW ZEALAND, 

We leArn that, a new ld. stamp will be issued on Ocfober 1st in Jlliew 
Zealand, when Id. Postage will be resumed, but the design has not yet been 
decided upon. T'be stock of ½d. "Victory" stamps which had been over­
printed in March, 1922, for use as 2d. stamps, was exhausted in May of last 
year. No denominations of "Victory" stamps are now on sale. 

BECHUANALAND PROTECTORATE. 

We t,ake the followi11g information frnm the "Pliilatelic Magazine " of 
August 25th:--" A ' Times ' message from Johannesburg on August 12th 
states that the European A<lvisory Council of the Bechmmalancl ProtEc­
torate has unanimously resolved to ask the High Commissioner to consent 
to the Union Government being requested to state the conditions on whid1 
the Protectorate would be admitted to the Union." 

Any change in the political status of the Protectorate will doubtless lead 
to philatelic clevelopments of an interesting nature. 

Late News. 

We learn that the 6d. Due, Pretoria printing, has been issued. Full 

details will appear in next issue. 

Welcome News from Gibbons. 
Our good friends, Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., inform us that they are · 

making two important new departures cluring the Hl2312± season. One of 
them is the revival, as from October 1st, of their famous philatelic maga,zinc, 
the "-Monthly Journal," which implies the discontinuance of the 
present " Monthly Circular." As the Pul.ilishers ho-pe to get every really 
live collector on the, mailing list of the new Journal, the.y are keeping the 
Subscription at the low figure of 2/6 a year, and will be glad to send a free 
specimen copy to any collector. In order that the interests of both advanced 
studoots and those who treat the hobby less _seriously may be catered for, 
the Editorship of the new Journal will be in the hancls of Messrs. L. W. 
Fulcher, B.Sc., F.R.P.S.L., and Stanley Phillips. The revival of the 
" M onl hly ,] ournal " is the best news for many a day in the philatelic 
periodical world, and we heartily congratulate Messrs. Stanley G ibbolls, 
Ltd., whose decision marks a happy augury for the future of our literaiure. 

The other innovation is the publication of a fine, one-volume Album for 
British Colonial stamps under the well-known title of " The Imperial 
Postage Stamp Album." The arrangement will allow for stamp5 on right­
hand pages with descriptive matter on the left. Major varieties of colour, 
watermark, perforation, etc., will be included so that the Album will be 
more elaborate than the Ideal series of the same firm, but will go less 
into detail than their " Sectional Imperial '' which will probaWy he dropped. 

RARE BRITISH AFRICANS 
ARE MY SPECIALITIES 

I hold an exceptionally fine stock, Prices are very reasonable. Selections 
are sent on approval against references. 

T. ALLEN. 
"Craiga.rd" Blake Hall Road, Wanstead, London, E. 11, England. 
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THE STAMPS OF BECHUANALAND. 
BY BARRY MAY, C.M:.G., C.B.E. 

(Continued from Page 111.) 

Early in 1886 the first postage i;, t arnp bearing the name of Britfah 
Bechua.naland appeared . This was the Cape 4d. , blue, overprinted " Britis ;1 
Jkelrnanalan<l " in black. IL was follow ed by :;;imilar stamps of six different 
values ranging from ½d. to 1/-, 1h e 1d . being overprinted fi rst in r <c d vml 
subsequently in black . · 

The following year the contemporary Briti sh ½d. was overprintE.d 
"British Bechuanaland," and what were known as the "unappropriated 
<lies," that is , pla.tes producing stamps bearing the Queen 's head, and h aving 
a blank label on which any n ame could be prjnted, were used to provide a 
fulJ set of stamps . Unfortunately the lowes t values, ld. , 2d. , 3d ., 4d., Gd. 
and th e highest, £1 and £5, were of the same colour, lilac ; wh ile the · 1/-, 2/-, 
2;6, 5/- and 10/- were green. This led to confusion , to prevent whi ch, some 
of t.he stamps were surcharged with numerals d eno t-mg t heir value, in 
different coloured inks . The experiment, for such it was, was not successful. 
'i'he process of overprinting with the limited supply of type . and the absence 
of appliances in Vryburg proved more difficult than was anticipated , while 
the result, mainly because large enough type was not used , was disappoint­
ing. One of the m ain difficult-ies, as I well r emember, was the beha viour 
of the sheet of stamps. In the hot, dry atmosphere of Bechuanaland, the 
inclinat;on of every s t.amp to cuTl is wonderful. A whole sheet behaves like 
a living thing. A sheet r eady for printing sometimes looked rather like a 
piece of corrugated iron. As the type came down it touched the raised 
portions of the paper, lightly marking them, pressed the sheet down , and 
finally left it'S full 11;-,pression on the flatte ned stamps at some appreci able 
distance from where it had first touched them. It was in this way that the 
so-called " double overprints " freely quoted in the catalogue were caused. 
Personally I think that a true double overprint only occurs when there 
have been two separa'.e acts of printing. Looked at in this way there are, 
I b elieve, only three d ouble overprints among the stamps of Bechuanaland, 
viz. :-the Cape ½d ., which in ·' 1885 was overprinted in red and again in 
black, and the same stamp which , when overprinted in 1889, sho\i1s tlle 
words " British Bechuanaland " (a) inverted, (b) vertical in addition to 
norinal. 

'1'he idea of surcharging was consequently ab~ndoned after onlY. a 
limited number of sheets h ad been prepared . The, surcharged stamps are 
therefore rare. That they are not more sought after is probably due to the 
fear of forgery, which in the case o( overprints is alw ays a d anger. The 
most valuable variety according to th e catalogue is the 2d. green. The 
specimen I possess bears the postmark Kuruman, 1890. 

During December, 1888; the $lock of halfpenny stamps became 
exhauste_d! and . pending t~e iecejpt · of [),' fresh supply_ a provjsional was 
prepared rn • Vryburg. This consisted of the 3d. hlac ovetprmted " One 
balf•peuuy " in black, (See illustration.) -Ouly a. Hmited. numbef of sheets 
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-were issued and the bulk of the stamps were immediately used to defray 
_llostage on the local paper, the "Bechuanaland News." The stamp is 
-therefore a very rare one. 

In 1889 the current Cape half-penny was overprinted " British Bechuana­
Jand " horizontally in green. During 1891, the Cape ld. and 2d. were over­
,:print~d in black, the surcharge being perpendicular reading upwards, and 
two years later the same values were overprinted with similar type reading 

-.downw:ards. The overprinting, which was done in Cape Town, produced 
.many errors in both issues. Stanley Gibbons catalogue only tiue~no dots 
.over " i," no ·stop after " Bechuanaland," and " British " omitted. Minor 
.errors of which I have exa.mples a.re: no " l," "u " for " n," small "s," 
.no " i," and overprint reading " Bcehuanaland British." 

During the years 1891-4 the current stamps of Great Britain values ld., 
:2d., 4d., 6d. and 1/- were overprinted " British Bechuanaland " in black. 
'The last British Beclmanaland stamp appeared in 1895 in the shape of the 
.contempora,ry Cape half-penny, green, overprinted in black: The over­
printing was effected in Cape Town and, as in the case of nearly all such 
work executed in South Africa, showed varieties. In this instance they 

:numbered three. 
When the Crown Colony of British Bechuanaland was established, a 

.Protect.orate was proclaimed over Northern Bechua.naland. This was to 
.:secure the right of way to the North between the Transvaal and German 
,South-West Africa. Without it, Southern Bechuanaland was of little value. 
At first the Protectorate was little but a name, but by degrees. the 
machinery of administration, including, of course, a post.al service, was set 
up. Stamps were thus required, and in t-he early days the want was 

.:supplied by using British Bechuanaland stamps without any alteration. 
When, therefore, such stamps are found wiht the postmark of offices of the 
Protectorate they are, in fact, Bechuanaland Protectorate stamps. Even 

·when three years later in 1888 stamps were overprinted " Bechuanaland 
.Protectorate," the use of the Crown Colony stamps did not cease, and on 
the annexation of the latter to the Cape Colony in 1895, the stock of stamps 

r;remaining were used in the Protectorate. I possess the following Crown 
•<Colony issues bearing Protectorate post.marks :-3d. lilac, 4d. lilac, Id. 
mauve, 2d. green and carmine, 4d. green and brown, 6d. purple on red, 
l/- green, 2d. bistre. 

There is another historical fact to notice. At the end of 1895 it- was 
-the intention of the Imperial Government to transfer the Bechuanaland 

:Protectorate outside the native reserves to the Bfitish South Africa Co. 
_Portions were actually transferred by Proclamation, but with the Jameson 
,.,,..,...,...,..\'...,...,...,...,...,...,.4-..,...,...,.,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,._~..,.,...,...,...,..,...,...,...,..,. 

~arities of East Africa & Uganda. 
1 have for disposal a few copies of the 4 cents on 

6c Provisional 1919, SURCHARGE OMITTED IN PAIR WITH 
NORMAL; SURCHARGED ON BACK; GRILL ONLY (4 CENTS 
OMITTED), at reasonable prices. 

S.W. AFRICA. Various errors at very reasonable 
vrices. 
WANTED-Errors and Varieties of Unions, also 

USED S.W.A. in any quantities and any denomi­
nation. 

. G. W. REYNOLDS, 
11'.0. Box, 6363, J ohan11esburg. 
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THE STAMPS OF 8ECHUANALAND lcont.) 

Raid, Imperial policy was changed. Transfers to the B.S.A. Co. were 
cancelled, and to-day, twenty-eight years afterwa1·ds, the Protectorate still'. 
remains under the Colonial Office. Slight, and of short duration a.s it wasr. 
the Company's rule in Bechuanaland is shown by certain stamps. These, 
are contemporary Rhodesian stamps issued at the Post Office at Ta.ti in 
theTati district of the Bechuanaland PTOtectorate a.t the end of 1895 and:. 
beginning of 1896. I have the following postmarked " Ta.ti Mat-abeleland "= 
2d. green and scarlet; 2d. chestnut and mauve; 4d. yellow, brown and black. 
Rhodesian stamps are also found which have been used in the Protectorate­
at a. later date (I have ld. vermillion and green, postmarked " Pala.chwe,. 
Khamai Town"; and 4d. ultramarine, both dies, postmarked "Francis­
town "), but there was no official authority for their use. Probably they-­
were in the possession of persons travelling from Rhodesia who in the, 
course of the long journey through the Protectorate affixed them to any 
letter they posted. 

(To be concluded.) 

The Midland Stamp Co. 
We have received from the above firm their 1923 Price List of Packets,.. 

Sets, Single Stamps, Albums and Philatelic Accessories. The firm has an 
enviable reputation amongst stamp collectors in all parts of the world, who-· 
appreciate the advantages of dealing with a concern of tlrn highest integrity r 

who guarante~ all their goods and give prompt. and businesslike attention 
to all orders and inquiries. Approval selections are the firm's principaf 
speciality,· and those customers who are unable to call personally, can 
examine in their own homes the very attractive booklets of stamps of any· 
country which are sent. by post to customers in all parts of the world. 

Readers of the " South African Philatelist " are advised to write to the­
Midland Stamp Co., Ltd., 78, Warwick Street. Leamington Spa, England, 
for a copy of their Price List which "is issued gratis, and contains a. host of' 
valuable information. 

The Philatelists Exchange Club. 
Mr. Louis Gillen, Exchange Superintendent of the Philatefo,ts' Exchange,· 

c1,,b (South African Branch) reports that the June packet showed ver.<r 
.satisfactory resulfa considering it was the first sent ont by the newly-for1nrtf' 
local branch. Other packets still in circulation are showing good sales "lo, 
date. More contributing members are wanted, and packets will willinJly­
ne sent to anv readers of the " South African Philatelist" against satis-­
factory references. 

We recently saw some approval books from Mr. A. Lichtenstein. P_O_ 
Box 33, Rouxville, O.F.S., and were at once struck with the remarkably 
fine condition of stamps included. The stamps are pricP-d qi1ite reasonably 
and very neatly mounted. Mr. Lichtenstein is a philatelist and st.amI)<· 
.dealer of 13 years standing, and carries a fine stock of British Colonials 
apart from early Europeans. It will certainly pay collectors to get into• 
touch with Mr. Lichtenstein, whose address is quoted above. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA.· 

WANTED-Errors. vaneti.,s early plate Nos., inverted wml<s, etc .• 
for cash ov exchange. ·writt> :- · 

A. F. JOHNSTONE, Box 60(Hi, Johannesburg. 
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SOCIETY N·EWS. 
Pt·etoria Philatelic Society. 

President : Mr. N. van Malsen. Hon, Sec .. Mr. A. P. Obermeyer, Box 309. 
Meetings held at Market Restaurant, second and fourth Mondays, 8 p,m. 

123 

Meetings were ·held on the 13th and 27th of August, both being well 
attended. On the former date Mr. Hollebrands read an exceptionally 
interesting paper on the stamps of Norway and Sweden, and exhibited his 
.stamps of those countries. On the 27th, Mr. Hand gave a paper and also 
exhibited his stamps of the Cape of Good Hope, specially emphasising the 
differences in the printings and various other interesting facts. 

The Society tender their congratulations on the resuscitation of the 
Philatelic Society of Rhodesia, and will do all it can to assist them. 

The Meeting held on the 10th ult. was poorly attended owing to the 
inclemency of the weather. A letter was read from the ,1.U.P.S in con­
nection with the Rhodesian remainders, and a letter was forwarded to the 
Rhodesian Direct.ors on similar lines to those mentioned elsewhere in this 
issue. 

Mr. Chas. Hand was nominated for the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists 
for his excellent work to the Society and Philately in general. Mr. Bronks 
contributed'a paper on the N.F. stamps of Central Africa, his remarks being 
very much td the point and greatly appreciated.' Mr. Hand exhibited his 
collection of B.E.A. 

East London Philatelic Society. 
President: Mr. W. B. Lloyd. Hon. Sec.: Mr. J. B. Levy, Box 372, E.L. 

(Meetings held in Mr. Courlander's Office, third Fridays, 7.30 p.m. Jun_ior 
Society meetings held at Selborne College, last Friday •!Jach month.) · 
The usual monthly meeting of the Society was held on the 17th inst., 

when one new country member was elected. 
Mr. Courlander showed an interesting item in Union sta.rnps, namely-. 

a £1, 10/-, and 4d. used together on piece and postmarked "Registered 
Kimberley." This item was of special interest to members on account of 
the controversy concerning high value cancellations. Mr. Carnell exhibited 
various Rhodesians. The real business of the evening was a display of 
rarities, Mr. Carnell exhibiting an envelope dated 1841 beari-ng no st.anrps:, 
also Mauritius 2 cents on 4 cents, double surcharge, surcharge inverted:, 
double surcharge one inverted, neing S. G. Nos. 120A, 121B. and 122B. Mr. 
Harper showed Natal mint and used K.E. high values and some very fine 
copies of early imperfs. Mr. Dalby she.wed some fine V.R I. <'rrors. nnd Mr. 
Thornton errors of the ld. on 4d. Cape. lcl. and 4d. Cape "\Voo<lhlnckR, also 
t'he 4d. Woodblock on original envelope, a.nd last but not least the ld. 
'l'ransvaal Anchor JVatermark were exhibited by Mr. Courlander. 

East Rand Philatelic Society. 
-President: Mr. C. E. Donne. Hon. Sec.: Mr. Thos. Wood, Box 47, Boksburg. 

(Meetin~ held at Transvaal Hotel, third Wednesday, 7.30 p.m.) ' 

The Anmial General Meeting of the Society was held on Wednesday, 19th 
ultimo, Mr. Larsen presiding over a fair attendance. In his pr~esidenti:;tl 
address, M.r. Larsen commented on the progress made by the Society during 
the last year, and· remarked on the many· pleasant social evenings spent. 
The election of o-fficers for the ensuing year then took place, results being: 
President, Mr. C. E. Donne; Vice-President. Mr. C: L. Larsen; Hon. Secrjl­
tary, Mr. Thos. _Wood. (re-elected).. The, feature of the evening was a.n 
informal chat and exhi,1:>ition of st,,an,i.ps of .tp.,e Unipn by Mr. G. W. Reynolds. 
Mr. Reynolds :was he~-rtilY. tl;lankaj fpr .. :his tro_uble in ,comi_ng out and for 
-the philatelic treat afforded· those present. · 
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Philatelic Society of· Rhodesia. 
President:· .Mr. L.·H. Whitmore; Hon. Sec.: Mr. F. Barbour, Box 591. 

Bul11,wayo. 
. Owirig to bad we!!ther the meeting held in September was poorly 

attended. Mr. C. &g;ers. exhibited. nis collection, while Mr. 'F. Barbour 
's'JJ.9wed some mint Rhodesians die 111 perf. 15, also a v:ery interesting item 
jµ the ertrrent ld. which was IMPERF. LEFT SIDE AND IMPERF. TOP 

,J\8 WELL. 
'! . . , 

Cape Colony Un~sed-~.G. No. 72-2//ci; 88~1/ti; !:li-1/6; 9s:..,.:;;1/6~ 
1U3--n/ti; 115-1/K-; 121-1/4 Ci1.se with onler. Posti,,;e extra. 

'GEO. CHIPP, P.O. CALA, 'l'EMBULAND. 

Exehang~~~Sendme 250-500 clean i,tarnps of yonr cou11t1i and i 
,will send ,the same number of Norway, Denmark, Sweden and 
German ,stamps etc, Everything acceptable, OSCAR LIND, 

. Box Hi9, KOLBOT:'11, NORWAY, 

Breaking Collection~-For Sale ,\ fricant1 Briti:sh Colonies, !-i 
GibuuJJS 'price:; for cash, R. J .. GOODEN, BELLA.IR, NATAL. 

WANTED. 

A few buying and contributing 
members for the PHILATELISTS EX­
CHANGE CLUB. Local Exchange Packet 
Branch. ,Substantial .and interesting 
pack.ets circulate monthly. Quick 
Circulation and Prompt Set1lements. 
Cellectors interested sh.otild write for 
Rules to: 

· LOUIS GILLEN, :N,R.P., etc 

P.O. Box 293,. PRETORIA, S. AFRICA, 

Nyasaland. "N.F.'' 
Id (S.G. 3/6) my price •.• 6d. 
ld. (S.G, 2;6) my pric.e ... 6d .. 

Singles, Pairs, Block,;, ·pro Rata. 
COMPLETE PANES, with all the errors 

for only 25/-. 

Don't miss this chance! 

H- L. KAP LAN, 
P.O. Box 6230. Johannesburg. 

JOIN A CLUB, THE BEST IS 

The Southern Cross Collectors Club. 
Collectors !>f Stamps Coins Postcards, Photos Etc., 

IN ALL COUNTRIES . 

. ;. Exch;mg~:yqur duplicates with reliable collectois . .the w0:rld over .. And form_ 
lasting friendship at the same · time. · ,. . . , 
· LAJIGE, CODE of PHRASES and SENTENCES for use in. Exchanging. and Keys in-

:several languages. · · · • 
OFl:<'ICIAL OE.GAN: . . 

. ' :u THE SOUTHERN CROSS COLLECTOR.,; 
The Best Journal of its kind in Australasia. 

J>,ublished·Bi-Monthly,- Free during Membership. Specimen Copy Sent Gratis. 
· . ' ... , .Subscriptign 4s, per .Annum Entrance Fee ls . 

.. Advertisement Rates. Enrolment Forms, etc. from L. F. SIMONSEN, 
. Box· 1346. . -G P;O. Melbourne. Victoria, . Austr~)ia. 
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TOPICS OF THE MONTH. 

The " Bates" Prize, 1924. 
The subject chosen for the next contest for this prize is "Specia,lism­

Tts Fields, Its .Aims, Its Dangers." There is plenty of time for local 
Philatelists to prepare papers, since entries do not close till 31st March 
next. Mr. E. S. Davidson, Hon. Secretary of the competition, whose address 
is 36, Garrick .Avenue, Golder's Green, London, N.W. 11, will be pleased to 
send full particulars on applicat,,ion. . 

With the ta.lent we have.in our country, it is to be hoped that this prize 
will find its way out here for a change. 

" Stamp Cortecting,'' 
Readers will note from an advertisement elsewhere in this issue that we 

ha,ve been appointed South .African agents for "Stamp Collecting," the fore­
most British philatelic weekly. 

Subscriptions (15/- per annum) may be forwarded direct to the pub­
lishers of "Stamp Collecting," or will be accepted by the Editor of the 
" S. A . Philatelist." 

.A supply of specimen copies has been received, together with premium 
e.ubscription order forms, which entitle every new subscriber to choose 2/4 
worth of philatelic publications. 

The Editor of the "S . .A. Philatelist" will be pleased to give full details 
to any reader interested. 

South .African collectors will be very plea,sed to hear that Mr. Chas. Hand 
has now commenced business in Pretoria as a professional stamp dealer. 
Mr. Hand is an acknowledged authority on most South .African issues, par­
ticula-rly early emissions of the Transvaal, and possessea: a remarkably -fine 
stock of stamps-being particularly strong in British .Africans. His business 
premises are situated at 260, Church Street Central, Pretoria, while those 
writing or calling can rest assured of prompt and courteous attention. Ha.v­
ing known Mr. Hand personally for many years, we are very pleased to extend 
this testimonial, and wish him every success. 
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RHODESIA. 
By J. E. M. COCH. 

(Continued from page 117.) 

CHAPTER VIII. 

FIRST WATERLOW PRINTINC-1897. 

In September, 1896, the British South Africa Company decided upon 
another change of printers, and a contract for printing a, new set of postage 
i,tampi;, was placed with Messrs. \Vaterlow & Sons, Ltd., who, by the way, 
have printed all subsequent issues of Rhodesia. This set, comprised of eight 
values, i.e., ½d., ld., 2d., 3d., 4d., 6d., 8d., and £1, is from a, re-drawn 
design, and printed from plates engraved in taille douce. 

The design is similar to the " Perkini;,-Bacon " series of 1896-97 
(described in Chapter V.), with slight modifications and improvements. The 
stamps are the same size as the Perkins-Bacon printing, and the co1 r 
combinations remain unchanged for a,ll values up to 8d., the £1 stamp be.,,g 
an addition to the series. 

One "centre plate" (arms, crest and motto of the B.S.A. Coy.) was 
used for all values. A separate " duty-plate " was used for ea,ch denomina­
tion, this being engraved instead of surface-printed as in the Perkins-Bacon 
printing. 

The following are the chief differences between the two printings: 

Perkins-Bacon Printing, 
(shewing Jubilee line and plate 

number.) 

Waterlow Printing. 
(shewing control number 111 

corner.) 

"CENTRE-PLATES." 
Perkins-Bacon. 

1.-The scroll above the words 
"Justice" and "Freedom" 
passes the hind legs of the two 
springboks. 

2.-The bar on which the lion is 
standing touches the shield. 

3.~A line of printer's rule (jubilee 
line) surrounds the sheet and 
the plates are numbered. 

Waterlow. 
1.-The scroll does not pass the 

legs, but curls up clear of the 
legs. 

2.-The bar on which the lio11 is 
standing does not touch the 
shield. 

3.-This line is entirely absent, and 
there are no pla:te numbers. 
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"DUTY-PLATES." 

1.-These are engrawed. 1.-The numerals of value and 
bottom tablet are surface­
printed. 

2.-The ground adjoining the 
shields iir made up of a number 
of dots. 

2.-The ground adjoining the 
shields 1s made up of lines or 
rays. 

3.-The duty plates are full of flaws, 
such as broken outlines, etc. 

3.-These are practically free from 
flaws. 

There are many other differences, but the above deescription will enable 
any collector to immediately distinguish the work of the two printers. 

The printing was done on thick soft-wove unwatermarked paper, and 
rerforated 14 to 15 by single-line machine&. 

The sheets consist of sixty stamps, a:rranged in six horizontal rows of 
ten, and are devoid of any marginal lines or decorwtions. Each sheet has a 
uontrol number printed in black at the lower right-hand corner margin. 
There was only one printing of this issue, a'lld not many shades exist. These 
stamps were first issued in Rhodesia in the early part of 1897. The 8d. imd 
£1 ·values were on sale for a comparatively short period, and are scarcer 
than the· other values. 

The following is a synopsis of varieties amd year of issue :-
. Type as illustrated above. Engraved and printed by Messrs. Waterlow 

& Sons, Ltd., London. 
Perforations: 14 to 15 by single-line machines. 
Paper: Thick soft-wove. No watermark. Gum: Pale yellow. 
Date of issue : 1897. Value in second colour. 

1.-½d., grey-black and purple. 
(a) Slate and mauve. 

2.-ld., scarlet and emerald. 
(a) Scarlet and green. 

3.-2d., brown and mauve. 
(a,) Pale brown and mauve. 

4.-3d., red-brown and slate blue. 
(a) Pale red-brown and blue. 

5.-4d., ultramarine and claret 
(a) Pale ultramarine and mauve. 

6.-6d., dull purple and pink. 
(a,) Pale purple and pink. 

7.-Sd., green and mauve on buff paper. 
8.-£1, black and red-brown on green paper. 

(a) :(llack and red-brown on buff-green paper. 

V ARIETiIES. 
The only varieties noted in this issue occur in the ½d. and 4d. values. 

1.-½d., imperforate at top, between stamp amd margin, from the top 
row in the sheet, 

2.--4d., imperforate between horizontal pair. 

CHAPTER IX, 

REPRINT OF THE £2 VALUE-JANUARY, 1897, 

This stamp was printed from the original "Bradbury Wilkim,on" plate 
(December, 1890, issue) by Messrs. Waterlow & Sons., Ltd. Although a 
bupply of this printing was sent to the British South Africa Compa,ny's 
offices in Cape Town on the 22nd January, 1897, it was not until February, 
1905, that the discovery was made by J<]wen's Colonial Stamp Market, and 
uhronicled in "Ewen's ·weekly Stamp News" of the 18th Februoo-y, 1905. [ 
have not been able to ascertain the exact date when it was first issued in 
Rhodesia. · 
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'fhe printing can easily be distinguished from the 1890 issue by the 
following differences :-

Bradbury•W ilkinson Printing. 

1.-The colour is dull rose. 
2.-The paper is thin and semi­

transparent, and in some speci­
mens there are tra,ces of the 
paper manufacturer's water­
mark. 

3.-The perforation is an exact 14 
or 14½, or 14 x 14½, or 14½ x 14. 

4.-The gum is colourless. 

Waterlow Printing. 

1.- The colour is rosy-red. 

2.-The paper is thick and opaque, 
unwatermarked. 

3.-The perforntion is 14 to 15. 

4.-The gum is pale yellow. 

The following is a synopsis of this issue :-
Type: as illustrated above. Printed by Messrs. Wa,terlow .& Sons frorr. 

the original " Bradbury Wilkinson " plate of 1890. 
Perforation: 14 to 15 by single-line machines. 
Paper: Thick white soft-wove. No watermark. Gum: Pale yellow. 
Date of supply: January, 1897. 

1.-£2, rosy-red. 
(To be continued.) 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

WANTED-Errors, Varieties Early Plate Nos., Inverted ,vmks. , 
etc ., for <:2sh or exchange . ,vrite :-

A. F. JOHNSTONE, 
BOX 6006, JOHANNESBURG. 

BRIDGER & KAY, LTD. 
170, STRAND, LONDON, W,C, 2. 

Whatever you want in STAMPS we can fill your needs. Our 
complete series of stock books of all countries will repay inspec­
tion by any collector. 

' NOW READY-1923 PRICE LIST OF 

BRITISH COLONIAL STAMPS 
100 Pages. PRICE 1s. (refunded against purchases), 

Giving our selling quotations for pra·:·tieally all issues of the 
Stamps of (.lreat Britain and Colonies. 
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THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 

NOTES ON 

NEW ISSUES AND VARIETIES 
The Editor particularly wishes to obtain the earliest information 

of New I ssues, etc. Kindly refer to notices on page ii. 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

12!) 

Gd, Due. New Issue. 
The 6d Due, printed by the Government Printer, 

P retoria, made its appearance towards the end of 
September. The detail is considerably better than 
any stamp so far printed in Pretoria:, and t he Gov­
ernment Printer is to be congratulated on a really 
fine production . The sheets consist of 120 ,,tamps 
arranged in two horizontal panes of 60 each (lf) 
X 6). 

SYNOPSIS . 
September, 1923, lithographed . . · ,vhite '. wove 

paper. No wa·termark;. Perr. 14. Printed by Gov­
ernment Printer, Pretoria. Figure of value in black :-

6d . Black and slate. 
It is interesting to note that the " POSDADE " variety does not occur 

in this printing, while there is no missing perforation in the first vertical 
row of the r ight pane, as was the case with the ½d. , ld. , a,nd 2d . Dues 
printed in Pretoria. The figure of value is identical in design to t he previous 
De la Rue issue, but a little smaller, as can be seen from the accompanying 
illustration. 

Printing Freak. 
Mr. Chas. Hand has . shown us an interesting freak in the current l½d. 

Postage. A small portion from t he lower right corner was folded over when 
the sheet was printed and perforated, thus causing a portion of t he stamp 
to appea,r without impression when the paper is unfolded. 

,ve recently acquired a specimen of t he ld. Postage in which the word 
"AFRIKA" appeared distinctly as "AIRIKA." The " I'' for "F" was 
most pronounced . Similar varieties in the English portion of the inscription 
are fairly plentiful, but this is t he first occasion on which we have seen the 
abovementioned va,riety. 

Plate Flaw. 
Mr. A. F. Johnstone has shown us a plate flaw worthy of notice in the 

2½d . Postage. !In the left figure of value the figure 1 in the fraction extends 
upwards and touches the inner line of shield, this appearing as a, continuous 
white line. This item is certainly very scarce, while we should be pleased to 
hear from any reader who could inform us of the position in the sheet. 

Mr. W. M. Prosser, Dundee, has brought to our notice a plate flaw 
in the current 2d. Posta,ge. The flaw commences opposite the letter "F" 
in "AFRICA" (in the frame), and continues to the "S " in "SOUTH," 
which it cuts, and then continues a long the " pearls " to the word Postage at 
the foot of the stamp. The position in the sheet is 4th stamp, 9th row, 
lower left pane . 

Pm;sibly we are ha,ving our leg pulled, but nevertheless, have been 
informed quite seriously that a collector somewhere in the Cape possesses a 
few specimens of the 6d. Postage with head inverted ! If, however, such 
st amps are in existence, would the possessor kindly communicate with the 
Editor? 
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NEW ISSUES-UNION OF S.A.-Continued. 

Perf. 14 x Imperf. 
We recently purchased a reel of 500 · of the 2d. value, and found a-bout 

20 copies in the whole reel shewing one comple_te perforation left side. Copies 
of the various value, 14 x imperf., are, of course, to be found with an 
incomplete perforation on either side, but specimens shewing a complete per­
foration are very rarely met with. 

The Pictorial Issue. 
Overseas stamp journals state tha-t the new Pictorial Issue will very soon 

make its appearance. Our information, however, from a thoroughly reliable 
quarter, is that the new i~sue has been shelved for six months, and to m,rry 
on with in the meantime a supply of the values which are getting low has 
been ordered from the London printers. 

SOUTH WEST AFRICA. 
A correspondent has kindly shewn us a block of six of the 5d. Postage 

Due, first type of overprint, in which the overprint is so much out of register 
that English and Dutch portions appear on the same stamp, thus, "Afrika" 
above "South West." A similar item in the ½d. Postage value was illus­
trated in the June issue of the "Philatelist," while the same thing, but in 
the ld. Postage, was chronicled and illustrated in the April issue. 

Messrs. Bright & Son report tha-t in the supplies of stamps they received 
they found a variety with no stop after "Africa" in the 5/-, 10/-, and £1 
values. The first mentioned value with variety is No. 61 on the, sheet, while 
No. 6i is the position where the last two values are found with this variety. 

Mr. 0. 0. Bre<lenkamp, writing from ,vindhoek, has shewn us specimens 
of the Id. and 2d. Postage Due with type 2 (narrow) overprint. The ld. is 
the Pretoria- printing rouletted, while the 2d. is the Union De la Rue 
printing. 

RHODESIA. 
Quite au unusual method of "touching up " has been brought to the 

notice of the "Philatelic Magazine" by Mr. G. A. Higlett, who points out 
a curious variety of the current £1 stamp. These stamps are produced from 
(louble plates, one plate printing the King's head in black, the other printing 
the surrounding pa-rt of the stamp in purple. A clear uncoloured space is 
left to receive the imprint of the King's head. Mr. Higlett reports that he 
has seen a block of stamps in which the King's head was off centre, being 
printed too low down, with the result that an uncoloured space has been left 
above the white naval cap. This space ha-s been coloured by hand on every 
~tamp in a rather paler shade of purple, somewhat resembling the colour of 
the surrounding background, but very clearly distinguishable. 

Mr. C. Smithers, Cape Town, has kindly brought t;o our notice a-nother 
item not ca-talogued by S. G. This consists of the ld., 1900, small arms 
issue, overprinted RHODESIA, imperforate between, a block of four of 
which our correspondent possesses. 

··-
RARE BRITISH COLONIALS. 

I make a speciality of Rare British Colonials and hold a very fine 
stock of AFRICANS. 

Selections sent on approval against references. 

T. ALLEN, 
"Craigard," Blake Hall Road, Wanstead, London, E. 11, England 
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THE ST AMPS OF BECHUANALAND. 
By BARRY MAY, C.M.G., C.B.E. 

(Continued from Page 122). 
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The first issue of stamp& specially prepared for use in the Bechuanaland 
Protectorate appeared in 1888. It consisted of current British Bechuanaland 
stamps overprinted "Protectorate" in three types on the ½d.,; "Pro­
tectorate" and numeral of value in the ld., 2d., 3d., 4d., and 6d. ; =d 
" Protectorate" only on the 1/-, 2/-, 2/6, 5/- and 10/ -. As invariably 
happened with all local overprinting, the work was done in Vryburg. There 
,,ere various errors, the most obvious being "Protectorate " inverted . In 
l899 the Ca-pe half-penny was overprinted in green, and the Protectorate half­
penny increased in value by being surcharged " Fourpence " in black. These 
stamps, together with the stamps of the Crown Colony, met requirements 
for some years. It was not until 1897 that an entirely· new issue appeared , 
consisting of current stamps of Great Britain, ½d., ld., 2d., 3d., 4d . a-nd 
6d., overprinted "Bechuanaland Protectorate" horizontally in black. In 
1902 the green Queen Victoria half-penny was similarly overprinted, and 
from 1904 to 1913 the King Edward ½d. (r.wo shades), ld., 2½d., and 1/- (two 
colours) were overprinted "Bechuanaland Protectorate" in black, the 
printing being perpendicular. In the case of the 2½d. ultramarine there was 
an error. This is remarlrnble, for it was the only one (so far as I know) 
which occurred in all the overprinting effected in Engla1nd. On one stamp 
in each sheet of 120 there is a full stop after the " P" of Protectorate. As 
the total issue probably did not exceed 150 sheets, this is a very rare minor 
variety. ,It is not mentioned in "Stanley Gibbons'" cata-logue. I have a 
specimen. 

A STAMP OF CONSIDERABLE INTEREST. 
In 1910 appeared a stamp of considerable interest. This was the 

Transvaal 6d. (K~ng Edward) overprinted "Bechuanaland Protectora-te" in 
blue bla-ck. Mesi,rs. Stanley Gibbons describe it as a postal fiscal, but it is 
not clear why. A postal fiscal is a, stamp in itself a fiscal, which neverthe­
less is used with official sanction to defray postage, &uch, for instance, as 
the Natal Id. yellow or 6d. rose. The Protectorate stamp is on its face a 

postage sta-mp, and the fart that it may have been prepared primarily for 
revenue purposes does not alter its status. It is a po&tage stamp, and was 
used as such. I have two copies on the original envelopes, rund two or three 
partially cancelled. 

RARE BRITISH AFRICANS 
ARE MY SPECIALITIES. 

I hold an exceptionally fine stock. Prices are very rea-sonable. 
---Selections a-re sent on approval against references.---

T, ALLEN, 
"Craigard," Blake Hall Road, Wanstead, London, E. 11, England 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022



132 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 

The British ld. of 1912 was overprinted for use in the samie year, and 
in 1914 and subsequently the current stamps of Great Britain have been 
overprinted " Bechuanaland Protectorate " in black, the printing beirng 
perpendicular on the lower values and horizontal on the 2/6 and 5/- stamps. 

During the year 1921 several sheets of the Union ld. were overprinted 
"Bechuanaland Protectorate" in black. These stamps were, it is =der­
stood, intended for fiscal purposes, but they are undoubtedly postage 
staimps, and some have been used to pay postage. 

MAFEKING AND VRYBURG ISSUES. 
From its proximity to the Transvaal it was inevitable that Bechuana­

land would experience to the full the effects of the Boer War. No sooner 
had the hostilities commenced in October, 1899, than it was invaded. 
Mafeking was at once invested, and stood a siege of seven months until it 
was relieved, while all the rest of Southern Bechuanaland was occupied by the 
Boer forces. In Mafeking an is&ue of stamps bearing the inscription 
" Mafeking Besieged " was decided upon. The stocks which could be drawn 
upon were va,rious. There were, of course, Cape stamps in the Post Office. 
The Protectorate Postal Department was administered by the Postmaster 
General of the Cape Colony, who found it convenient to keep stocks of 
Protectorate stamps in Mafeking for distribution to the Post Offices further 
north. Also the Administration of the Bechuanalaind Protectorate, of which 
the headquarters were strangely enough in Mafeking, possessed a stock of 
obsolete British Bechuanaland postage stamps for fiscal purposes. All these 
varieties were ma-de use of, and later stamps of two values, ld. and 3d., were 
produced in Mafeking by photographic process. H is not difficult to see a 
connection between these varieties of stamps and the composition of the 
Mafeking garrison. The latter corniisted of Cape Police, the Protectorate 
Regime,nt, the Beclrnanaland Protectora:te Police, successors to the famous 
Ilechuanaland Border Police, and as the local contribution, the Mafeking 
Town Guard, which played no small part in the defence. 

,In all, five Ca,pe, four British Bechuanaland, and five Protectorate 
stamps of difference denomiations were overprinted, and of the Protectorate 
stamps two were overprimted with different type. Of the locally produced 
stamps, the design on the ld. is a boy orderly on a bicycle, and on the 3d. 
a portrait in two design& of General Baiden-Powell. 

Meanwhile the Boers, on occupying Vryburg further south, had seized 
the stock of stamps in the Post Office and overprinted them Z.A.R., together 
with their value in figures. Four values, the ½cl., ld., 2½d., and 6d., were 
printed, and the printing upheld the reputation of the Vryburg press for 
making errors-the " Z " being in certaiin cases italic. 

The number of stampis availa:ble for overprinting was limited, and when· 
a few months later the column under Colonel Mahon, on its way to the 
rnlief of l\fafeking, reached Vryburg, Transva:al stamps were found in the 
Post Office. The denominations were ½d., lcl., 2cl., and 2½d., and these were 
overprinted V.R., Special Post, an inscription which fittingly records the 
end of another of the events which make up its history with the restoration 
of the Queen's authority in Bechuanalamcl. 

(FINIS.) 

PENNY POSTAGE. 
Addressing the Commercial Congress at Cape Town recently, Major 

Rturman, Postmaster Genera:], recalled that the Minister intimated in the 
last Parliamentary Session that a return to ld. postage depended on the 
country's financial position generally. Postage was raised a:t a time when for 
the first time since the Union the cost of working the Post Office exceeded 
the revenue. In 1921 the deficit was over half a million, whereas owing to 
rigid economies there was a surplus on the right side to-clay of about 
£250,000. If South Africa ha·d a lcl. postage, economies would have to con­
tinue in the Post Office, since it would be a difficult matter to come out well, 
especially in the early days. 

It will be observed, however, that no definite indication is given a11 to 
when lcl. postage may be expected. 
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~ 
SOCIETY NEWS 

~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ . Items of Interest from the various Centres. ~ 

East Rand Philatelic Society, 
President: Mr. C. E. Donne. Hon. Secretary: Mr. Thos. Wood, Box 47, 

Boksburg. 
At the meeting held on October 17th, Mr. Thomas Wood read a paper 

and exhibited his collection of Sudan. The paper dealt with the posta:l his­
tory of the country very fully, while the exhibit was complete in single 
copies with only one exception. Mr. Wood was accorded a very hearty vote 
of thanks. 

At the meeting to be held in November, each member will shew stamps 
or items of interest, while Mr. Donne will read a paper a:nd exhibit 
Seychelles. 

Members of the Society visited the Pretoria Society on October 8th, and 
• were given a really good reception. 

Philatelic Society of Rhodesia. 
President: Mr. L. H. Whitmore. Hon. Secretary: Mr. C. Rogers, Box 738, 

Bulawayo. 
Particulars of the meeting due to have been held on the 19th ultimo 

have not reached us, but we understand that a: syllabus has been drawn up 
for the next few months, and that Mr. C. Rogers has been appointed Hon. 
Secretary. 

This Month's Special Offer: 
Finest Mint Condition. 

Cape of Good Hope-2½d. Hope (S.G., 109, 1/-), block of 4, ls. 3d.; 
dozen, 3/6. 

Cape of Good Hope-2½d. K.E. (S.G., 121, 4/-), block of 4, 3/-; doz. 8/6 
Union of S. Africa-2½d. (S.G., 2, 1/6), block of four, 1/6; doz., 4/-. 
Natal-Id. "OFFICIAL" (S.G., 304, 2/6), block of four, 2/6. 
Transvaal-5/- (S.G., 388, 15/-), block of four, 12/6; singles, 3/6. 
Transvaal-IO/- (S.G,, 389, 17 /6), block of four, 12/6; singles, 3/6. 

Large Stock of Varieties of the Union of S.A. Postage Dues, 
Suberb Used, 

Malta-IO/- (S.G., 34, 60/-), each 15/-, few pairs at 30/- per pair. 
Holland-2.50 on 10 gulden (S.G., 237, 10/-), each 3/3; doz., 35/-. 

CH.&RLfS 
STAMP DEALER, 

The Clarion Tobacco- Store, 260, CHURCH ST., PRETORIA, 
P.O. Box 1018. 'Phone 1377. 
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Port Elizabeth Phil1atelic Society. 
President: P. N. Barfoot. Hon. Secretary and 'Treasurer: W. J. Campbell, 

Box 171, Port Elizabeth. 
Meetings held in the S.A. Room of the Port Elizabeth Library on 15th of 

eaich month (or on 17th if the 15th falls on a Saturday or Sunday.) 

The October meeting held on 15th ult. was very well attended, the sub­
ject being the display of any country by all the members. F'rench Colonials 
were exhibited by Mr. 'Martin, Rhodesia by Mr. Gibson, while Mr. Barfoot 
exhibited Straits Settlements. Several others were displayed, and much 
appreciated by those present. 

An exhibition of vairious collections was held <luring September and 
October in the Public Library; much interest was evinced by the general 
public. The exhibitors were: Mr. Martin, F'rench Colonial&; Mr. Mowbray, 
Ilhodesians; Mr. Gibson, Cape Triangulars; Mr. Glover, Barbados; Mr. 
McGregor, O.F'.S.; Mr. Barfoot, Gibraltar; mid Mr. Harrison, Union of 
South Africa. 

Pretoria Philatelic Society. 
President: Mr. N. van Malsen. Hon. Secretary: Mr. A. P. Obermeyer, 

Box 309. 

Meetings held at Market Restaurant, 2nd and 4th Mondirys, 8 p.m. 

When members of contemporary Societies are present, much " punch " 
is added to a Society's meetings. The ·Pretoria Society had the pleasure of 
welcoming three prominent members from the East Rand Society on Monday, 
Oct9ber 8th, naimely, Messrs. Donne, Larson and Randall. Major Booth read 
a very interesting and informative paper on the stamps of Ceylon, while 
Mr. Donne entertained with an exhibition of his specialised collection of the 
stamps of the Union. 'The collection wai:, a work of art, magnificently mounted 
and written up, and is remairkably complete in errors, varieties, freaks, 
and proofs, to say nothing of some fine shades in singles, pairs, blocks, con­
trols etc. Mr. Larson also displayed his collectioll"' of Denmark and other 
countries, and both gentlemen were very heartily thanked. 

Mr. Klagsburn performed the hait trick with the free raffles, which co11-
cluded a thoroughly enjoyable evening. 

East London Philatelic Society. 
President: Mr. \V. B. Lloyd. Hon. Secretary: 11\fr. J. B. Levy, Box 372, E.L. 
Meetings held in Mr. Com·lander's Office, third Fridays, 7.30 p.m. Junior 

Society meetings held at Selborne College, last Friday each month.) 
Mr. Carnell presided at the usua·l monthly meeting of the Society, held on 

September 21st, when there was a record attendance. A letter was read 
from the Johannesburg Society enclosing copy of a letter which they had 
sent to the Direutors of the B.S.A. Co., in J,ondon, requesting the East 
London Society to write to the Company in a similar straiin. The Hon. Secre­
tary informed the meeting that as the matter was such an important one, he 
had taken it upon himself to write to the Company, and asked the meeting 
to confirm his aiction. This was speedily forthcoming, and the Secretary was 
commended for his prompt action in the matter. 

The business of the evening was an auction, which was not very success­
ful. Rhodesians were the only stamps in demand, and found ready buyers. 

Auction Prices. 
At a recent London sacle conducted by Messrs. Harmer Rooke & Co., 55/­

was the price realised for a copy of the Natal 6d. Green, embossed, 1857, S.G. 
No. 5, Oat. £30. At the same sale a copy of the Orange River Colony, 
1905-07, 4d., error "IOSTAGE," Cat. 60/-, used with 1/- on piece, brought 
19/-. The 1917 Provisional Issue of Rhodesia, ½d. on ld., carmine, shewing 
variety without bar, was sold for 21/-. 
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~ 
REVIEWS 

~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ NEWEST BOOKS FOR THE COLLECTOR'S LIBRARY, ~ 

The History of Post Cards, Envelopes and Wrappers of the O.F.S. and O.R.C. 
(By Leon de Ra:ay. Published by Messrs. N. Yaar & Co., Watergraafs­
meer.) 
Mr. de Raay is the world's foremost authority on the stamps, post cards, 

,etc., of the 0.F.S and O.R.C., and has already published two parts of his 
work. In the third part just to hand, the author deals with the po!!t can-ds 
and envelopes, and has done full justice to his subject. His latest publication 
is magnificently printed on art paper and profusely illustrated, running into 
180 pages, imd is without doubt the most complete work of its kind ever 
issued. The descriptions given in this book will be of invaluable assistance 
to the specialist and student of these interesting entires, aud will help ti> 
dear up many mystifying issues 

In a recent letter a correspondent stated : "I am sure many of your 
readers are like myself when they discover a new van-iety; they say inwardly, 
'Someone else ha!! also seen this variety and has informed the Editor, so why 
should I bother about it?'" We are always glad to give our readers the 
benefit of news of the discovery of new van-ieties and uncatalogued items, and 
trust tha<t fortunate finders will not hesitate to co-operate with us in this 
mutual dissemination of information. 

MAURITIUS. 
Our good friend, Mr. J. P. Tomkins, informs us that the Rs. 2.50 stamp, 

on script paper, has appeared with Plate No. -10. The face appears in the 
same colours as before, but the backs-probably due to gum-are bluer, a,nd 
have not the greenish tinge. 

NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY, 
Readers are strongly advised to study the advertisements in the "S.A. 

Philatelist," and take advantage of the undoubtedly low prices at which most 
items are being offered. Support of our. a,dvertisers means a general all­
round improvement in our journal. More. subscribers are needed, and free 
speciment copies with subscription forms will willingly be sent to anyone on 
request. 

LINCOLN STAMP ALBUMS 
THE MOST POPULAR ALBUMS FOR ALL TYPES OF COLLECTORS. 

LINCOLN STAMP ALBUM-to hold 4,060 stamps ........................... 2s. 6d. 
LINCOLN STAMP ALBUM-superior binding-4,060 stamps .................. 3s. 6d. 
LINCOLN STAMP ALBUM-to hold 7,950 stamps ........................ 6s. 
LINCOLN STAMP ALBUM-to hold 7,950 stamps-with Catalogue, including 

War Issues (5,100 engravings) ....................................... 10s. 6d. 
LINCOLN STAMP ALBUM-oblong edition, ruled both sides of page, to hold 

12,500 stamps ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 12s. 6d. 
LINCOLN STAMP ALBUM-oblong edition, ruled one side of page, to hold 

12,500 stamps ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £1 5s. 
LINCOLN STAMP ALBUM-upright royal quarto, to hold 14,500 stamps ... £1 15s. 
LINCOLN STAMP CATALOCUE-(20th Edition) including War Issues ...... 6s. 6d. 

W S LINCOLN (Dept AP) The Oldest Established 
• • • • • Stamp Dealer in the World. 

Those elusive Stamps you require! Probably we have them in stock. 
WRITE TO US ABOUT THEM! • 

2, HOLLES ST., OXFORD ST., W., LONDON, ENCLAND. 
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FOR SALE: Union of S.A. 4d., inverted wmk., price 9d. each; 
pairs and blocks pro rwta. Postage extra.-J. B. LEVY, Box 149, 
East London. 

BREAKING COLLECTION : FOR SALE, Africans, British 
Colonials, ¼-½ Gibbons' prices for cash.-R. J. GOODEN, Bellair, 
Natal. 

WANTED URGENTLY for Cash : Rhodesian Stamps in wholesale 
quantities (no ½d. or ld.).-A. LICHTENSTEIN, Philwtelist, Box 33, 
Rouxville, O.F.S. 

THE AUSSIE EXCHANGE CLUB. Subscription 2/-. Ads., 15/­
page, size 7 x 4½ ins. 500 new members wanted by January. 50 Aus­
tralian stamps for each member introducing 5 new memberi;. 250 for 
the member introducing the most members by Dec. Journal containing 
all members' names, and interesting a,rticles printed in January. This 
Club is not run for profit; nor is it only for advanced colectors.­
ARTHUR J. WEBB, Corinda, Brisbane, Queensland, Australia. 

WANTED-
CAMBIA, 

Also other British West Africans. 

A. F. JOHNSTONE, 
P.O. BOX 6006, JOHANNESBURG. 

NYASSALAND. " N,F," 

½d. (S.G. 3/6) my price... 6d, 
ld. (S.G. 2/6) my price .. ~ 6d. 

Singles, Pairs, Blocks, pro rata. 

Complete Panes, with all the errors, 
for only 'J.5/•, 

DONT MISS THIS CHANCE. 

H. L. KAPLAN, 
P.O. Box 6'1.30, JOHANNESBURG. 

IMPORTANT. 
Having landed a new shipment of 

the latest brought up-to-dwte edition 
of the world-famous 

SCHANBERK ALBUMS 
( Loose Leaf only), will clients 
please send in their orders early to 
avoid disppointment. When sold 
out, cannot be repeated this season. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN, 
Philatelist, 

P.O. BOX 33, ROUXVILLE, 

JOIN A CLUB-THE BEST IS 

The Southern Cross Collectors Club 
COLLECTORS OF STAMPS, COINS, POSTCARDS, ETC., 

IN ALL COUNTRIES. 
Exchange your duplicates with reliable collectors the world over And form lasting 

friendship at the same time 
Large Code of Phrases and Sentences for use in Exchanging, and Keys in several 

languages. 
OFFICIAL ORCAN-

"THE SOUTH ER N CROSS COLLECTOR," 
The Best Journal of its kind in Australasia. 

Published Bi-Monthly. Free during Membership. Specimen Copy Sent Gratis. 
SUBSCRIPTION, 4s. per annum. Entrance Fee, 1s. 

ADVERTISEMENT RATES, ENROLMENT FORMS, etc .. from 
L, F, SIMONSEN, 

BOX 1346, G.P.O., MELBOURNE, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA. 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~w 
~ ~ 
: The next issue of this Journal not being due till 2nd January : 

: next, we take this opportunity cf wishing all friends and : 

: supporters : 
~ w 
: B IDer\? {H)errr . ant, 30\?ous Xmas : 
~ w 
WWWWWWiWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW~WWWWWWWWWWWWWWW 

TOPICS .OF THE MONTH. 

A Grumble. 
A prophet is not without honour, sa-ve in his own country, no more 

have we been without support from Philatelic Societies-save in our own 
town. The Johannesburg United Philatelic Society h:;is done IJ, great deal 
towards advancing the interests of philately by organising highly success­
ful junior evenings, to say nothing of the Stamp Exhibition irt the Y.M.C.A. 
In other respects, they seem to be suffering from acute myopia. The Society 
has: been more than lax in sending; reports of meetings for publication. Any 
progressive Society should be only too pleased to avail themselves of free 
publicity, the benefits to be derived from which are obvious, yet no reports 
have been received for months. As far as the Y.M.C.A. Stamp Exhibition 
is concerned, the first we hewd of this was from news items in the local daily 
papers, too late to prepare an exhibit of our own. The lea&t the J.U.P.S. 
could have done, even if only out of courtesy, was to h1J,ve advised us that 
this important function was taking place. May be, one of these days, the 
Society ma-y awaken to the advantages to be derived from publicity, and 
reform accordingly-but who knows? 

Philatelic Society of Rhodesia. 
Since their recent resuscitation, the Rhodesian Society have been making 

rapid progres&. Sir John. Chancellor, the first Governor of Southern 
Rhodesia, has lj,Ccepted office as Patron of the Society, and Sir Charles 
Coghlan as Hon. President. A syllabus has been dra·wn up, details of which 
appear in the Society News column. 
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Exhibition at Y.M.C.A. 
The Johannesburg Y.M.C.A., in its fine effort to encourage and develop 

South African: industries, worthy of the support of all sections of the com­
munity, is to be highly commended for its enterprise a'lld enthusiasm in 
organising and conducting the South African Trades and Industries Fair. 
The Fair was held from Monday, 29th October, to Saturday, 3rd November, 
and apart from being very well patronised and supported by the various 
South African industries, an exhibition of stamps, arranged by loc&l 
enthusiasts, was well to the fore. A speeial report of this phrase of the 
Fair will be found elsewhere in this issue. 

Phil~tely in Grahamstown. 
Our good friend, Mr. Barry May, C.M.G., C.B.K,. informs us that there 

is a "baby" Philatelic Society in the City of Saints. The President is 
the Rev. Mr. Ford, while Mr. Barry May is the Hon. Secretary. Meetings 
are held quarterly, the last lutving been held in November. A report of this 
meeting appears elsewhere in this issue, while the " S.A. Philatelist " has 
been appointed the Official Organ of the Society. · 

New Issue News. 
We are pleased to inform readers that we have made arr=gements with 

Mr. R. Roberts to be furnished regularly with early news of new issues, 
particular ~ttention will be devoted to British Possessions in and near 
Africa. Mr. Roberts, whose advertisement appea:rs on the inside front 
cover, specialises in British Colonial stamp&, especially in rarities and the 
better class stamps, and will be pleased to forward, without charge, full 
particulars of his New Issue Service. · 

The Late Mr. Pehrssen"s Collection. 
This collection, which was particularly strong in Scandinavians and 

early Europea'lls, to say nothing of a very good show in British Colonials, 
was sold in Johannesburg on Wednesday, 14th ult., by a local auc·tioneer. 
For the convenience of purchasers, it was split up into small lots, and prices 
realised on the whole were distinctly good. 

Our good friend and supporter, Mr. J. E. M. Coch, while visiting us 
the other day, had the misfortune to have his car stolen. After a cha:t, 
Mr. Coch went out full of hope (and parcels!), only to return a few minutes 
later with the news that his car had vanished in the meantime. Before 
reporting the matter to the Police, it was decided to search the streets on 
the off-ch=ce of finding it, and the car was eventually recovered, none the 
worse for having been stolen, outside the Johannesburg General Post Office. 

WE BUY: 
Fine Specialised Collections of 
British Colo;ials for prompt cash, 
and shall be glad to receive 

offers. 

WE SELL: 
Stamps of all Countries, common 
or ra:re, and will send attractive 
approvals to large or small buyers 
----- on request. -----

MANY FINE SPECIALISED COLLECTIONS ARE NOW ON HAND. 

STANLEY Gl8BONS, LTD., 
391, Strand, London, England. 
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ST AMP EXHIBITION 
AT JOHANNESBURG Y.M.C.A. FAIR. 

The South African Trades and Industries Fair, which was held art the 
Y.M.C.A. Building, Bree Street, Johannesburg, from 29th October to 
November 3rd, was well supported by all sections of the community. Among 
-the various exhibits philately was well to the fore. A splendid show case 
with the various exhibits neatly housed in fra-mes under glass was to be 
seen in a most prominent position, close to the main entrance where every­
one entering could not fail to see it. 

The following is a complete list of the exhibits :-
Mr, J. E. M. Coch.-Our good friend and supporter, Mr. J. E. M. 

Coch, was well to the fore with a magnificently mounted and written up 
exhibit of Rhodesia. Two frames were employed, in which the rarest items 
of Rhodesia were displayed. This included a, mint block of four of the ½d, 
double head, imperforate, valued at £25; a mint pair of the £1 double head, 
imperforate, ailso valued at £25. A particularly interesting item was a mint 
block of four from the right lower corner of the sheet of the 3/- issue 
of 1896-97, shewing the top pair perforated three sides only, and the bottom 
pair entirely imperforate. This interesting iteni is the only one of its 
kind in the world, and valued at £90. A fine mint block of four of the 8d. 
of the same issue, imperforate, value £40, was also shewn. (These two 
items were illustrated in the Augm1t issue of the "S.A. Philatelist."-Ed.) 

Mr. W. Vogts exhibited many fine aind rare high priced Africans, among 
which special mention must be made of a tete-beche pair of the 6d. blue, 
early S.A. Republic, catalogued at £100. Other items shewn were British 
Bechuanaland fine used, £1 and £5, S.G. type 6. A fine specimen of the 
Cape, retouched corner, catalogued over £50, was a:lso to be seen, while 
rarities of Nyasaland comprised Ile mint specimen of the £25 green (S.G. 42), 
and a fine used copy of the £10 King Edward. 

Mr. S. L. Waring took as his subject "Comparative Values," exhibiting 
the Ca,pe one half-penny on 3d. claret, (a) wmk. Crown C.C., Value £6: 
and (b) wmk. Crown C.A., value 8/6. A fine specimen of the 4d. O.F.s·. 
'' IOSTAGE" was shewn, together with a clever fake of the ld., value 
effected by neatly painting over the loop of the "P." 

Mr, Chas. Hand.-" Earl~- Stamps of the Transvaal" was the key-note 
of Mr. Hand's displa-y, fine specimens of the ld., 6d. and 1/- issues. of 1869 
being shewn. A "Sample of local printing" was exhibited, in which the 
specimen "·as :;,o badly il1ked and printed that the result was little more than 
an indistinct blob of ink. A few "Splits," use<l when supplies ran short, were 
also exhibited. 

Mr. A. F. Johnstone exhibited the various printings of Postage Dues 
since the commencement of the Union, complete sets neatly mounted and 
written up aippearing. of (a) the oversea:;, printing of De la Rue, (b) the 
first Pretoria printing rouletted, and ( c) the Pretoria perforated issue. 

Mr. C. W. Reid demonstrated in his exhibit how stamps can appreciate 
in value, and displayed a, mint set_ from from 6d. to £1, Natal, universal 
eolours, face value 41/-, which in a few years has i,ippreciated to £16. 

Mr. M, Wertheim displayed radties of the O.F.S., including specimens 
of· the Y .R. T. 6d., with figure of value omitted; the ld., with " one " 
omitted: the ld. spaced " ,T R ", and other interesti11g items. 

Mr. E. C. Spreighton.-'L'wo fine early entires of Grnat Brita-in. 
" Detector," who contributes stamp artil'les periodi<"ally to the local 

"~tar," E:xhibited va~-i~us foreign stamps 11eatly ~lisplaycd _and written ur;, 
wlnle a frame contammg war stamps of J a·ma1ea, :;,hewmg errors was 
exhibited by someone too modest to let his name be known. ' 
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EARLY BRITISH CC,LC,NIALS 

I have just purchased a very old Collection, fltrong in 
the early PERKINS BACON, etc., types, and all 
stamps ill very fine condition. Prices . average 
One-Third Catalogue, and selections can be sent on 
---- apprnval to responsible collectors.----

EDWARDIAN AND GEORGIAN 

I have in stock a choice lot of these, both MINT and 
SUPERB USED, mostly priced at Half Catalogue. 

J. BIRD, 31 Ellerby St., Fulham 
-·-- LONDON, S,W.6 

This Month's Special Offer : 
Fin.est M'int Condition. 

Cape of Good Hope-2½d. Hope (S.G., 109, 1/-), block of 4, ls. 3d.; 
dozen, 3/6. 

Cape of Good Hope-2;}d. K.E. (S.G., 121, 4/-), block of 4, 3/-; doz. 8/6 
Union of S. Africa-2;}d. (S.G., 2, 1/6), block of four, 1/6; doz., 4/-. 
Natal-Id. "OFFICfAL" (S.G., 304, 2/6), block of four, 2/6. 
Transvaal-5/- (S.G., 388, 15/-), block of four, 12/6; singles, 3/6. 
Transvaal-IO/- (S.G., 389, 17/6), block of four, 12/6; singles, 3/6. 

Large Steck of Varieties of the Union of S.A. Postage Dues. 
Superb Used. 

Malta-IO/- (S.G., 34, 60/-), each 15/-, few pairs at 30/- per pair. 
Holland-2.50 on 10 gulden (S.G., 237, 10/-), each 3/3; doz., 35/-. 

CHARL(S 
STAMP DEALER, 

The Clarion Tobaccc, Store, 260, CHURCH ST., PRETORIA. 

P.O. Box 1018. 'Phone 1377. 
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Exhibits by dealers comprised the followiiig :-
Bijou Stamp Company.-Three frames neatly mounted and written up, 

exhibiting very rare errors of the East Africa and Uganda: 1919 4 cents. on 
6 cents. scarlet, were displayed. This particular sheet was folded when 
surcharged, and specimens were shewn (a) surcharge omitted (in pair with 
normal), (b) surcharge on ba:ck, ( c) a portion of the sheet shewing the fold 
with some stamps surcharged on the face, stamps without surcharge when 
the pq,per is unfolded, and surcharged on back. (Full details of this very 
interesting sheet with illustrations appeared in the "S.A. Philatelist," No. 2, 
March 1st, 1923.-Ed.) 

Mr. E. Beuthin.-This gentlema:n's exhibit consisted of some magnificent 
specimens of Cape Triangulars, together with some superb woodblocks. lt 
is a pity Mr. Beuthin did not a,ttach some explanatory notes, which would 
have made his exhibit all the more interesting to the public. 

Mr. M. P. Valentine had a very creditable display, shewing variouq 
sta:mps used during the Siege of Mafeking. A most interesting exhibit was 
his sheet shewing a normal ld. Transvael, the same stamp but with anchor 
wmk., catalogued a:t £20, and a faked specimen of the anchor wmk. This 
wai, obtained by thinning the ld. Transvaal stemp from the back, and 
thinning a Cape stamp from the front, and pasting the two together. When 
immersed in water the two portion& came apart, thus exposing the fraud. 

Last, and we hope not lea,st, specimen copies of various issues of the 
" S.A. Philatelist" were placed in a conspicuous position, free copies being 
handed to those who wanted them. · 

Those who took the trouble to _make up exhibits are to be congratulate<l 
on a really ma:gnificent display as a whole, while we were particularly 
struck with the pleasant method of <lisplay, and the fine manneF with which 
exhibits were written up. Exhibitions of this nature do a tremendous 
amount of good towards adding recruits to our ranks, and we sincerely 
trust that South African Philately will rea·p its deserved rewar<l. 

THE NEW RHODESIA, 
Its Coat of Arms Decided Upon. 

A special message to the Johannesburg "Star" from Bula-wayo states 
that there has been despatched to Sir Francis Newton, who is on his way 
to London, for submission to the Garter King-et-Arms and for the consent 
of His ,Majesty, a coat of arms for Rhodesia:, designed and drawn by Mr. 
Donald MacGillivray, of Bulawayo, at the request of the Rhodesian Govern­
ment. These arms ha,ve been already the subject of communication with 
the Hera:lds' College, and will doubtless be adopted. A central feature is 
the inclusion of the Rhodes' family arms. The heraldic description oriefiy is: 

Armorial bearings :-On fesse argent, a lion passant guarda.nt, gules 
between two thistles (for Rhodes) in chief or a bull's head erased, sable 
collared or and charged on breast with stair. Between gules mining and 
~gricultural emblems. In base azure a plain vert and issuant therefrom a 
sun in 11plendour or. Crest :-On a wreath of the colours a demi-lion rampant 
or bearing a, banner for the emblem. Supporters :-On either side of the 
escutcheon a sable antelope proper. 

It will be observed that the emblem and motto have been left for 
decision in London. 

WANTED-

CAMBIA, 
Also other British West Africans. 

A. F. JOHNSTONE, 
P.O. BOX 6006, JOHANNESBURG. 
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RHODESIA. 
By J. E. M. COCH. 

(Continued from page 128.) 

CHAPTER X. 
"SMALL ARMS" ISSUE, 1898-1908, 

This set is commonly known to collectors a-s the " Small Arms " issue, 
so called on account of a considerable reduction in the size of the st&mps 
in all values up to the 10s. denominations. and to distinguish it from previous 
issues. The design and size are. similar in many respects to the 1890 issue, 
the same heraldic features being preserved. 

The sta-mps were designed, engraved and printed by Messrs. Waterlow 
& Sons, Ltd., London. Three designs were employed in their production, 
namely: one for the values from ½d. to 6d., one for ls. to 10s. values, and 
another for the pounds values, each having some slight variation in the 
framework, the pound value& being in addition considerably larger than the 
rest. They were printed from plates engraved in taille-douce, on white wove 
unwatermarked paper, and single-line machine perforated 14 to 15. 

A separa-te plate was used for each denomination, and the stamps are 
in single colours. All values up to 10s., excepting the 7s. 6d., were printed 
in sheets of 240, composed of four panes of 60, arranged in six horizontal 
rows of ten. The 7s. 6d. and £1 to £10 denominations were. printed in 
sheets of 60. All values were, however, usually issued in panes of 60 for the 
sake of convenience. It may appear strange tha-t the 7s. 6d. denomination 
should be printed in sheets of 60 stamps, while the lOi.. was printed in 
sheets of 240. The only reason :I can advance is that there was, com­
paratively speaking, no grea1; demand for this pa_rticular value, and the 
quantity printed could not have been very large. 

The sheets have control numbers, printed in black, in the lower right­
hand corner, but are otherwise devoid of marginal lines or decorations. Each 
pane bea-n, the imprint "Waterlow & Sons, Ltd., London Wall, E.C.," at 
the foot. 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

WANTED-Errors, Varieties Early Plate Nos., Inverted Wmks., 
etc., for cash or exchange. Write:-

A. F. JOHNSTONE, 
BOX 6006, JOHANNESBTJRG. 

BRIDGER & KAY, LTD. 
170, STRAND, LONDON, W,C. 2, 

Whatever you want in STAMPS we can fill your needs. Our 
complete series of &tock books of all countries will repay inspec­
tion by any collector. 

NOW READY-1923 PRICE LIST OF 

BRITISH COLONIAL STAMPS 
100 Pages. PRICE ls. (refunded against purchases), 

Giving our selling quotations for pra-ctically all issues of the 
Stamps of Great Britain and Colonies. 
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The lower values of this issue first commenced to make their appearance 
111 Rhodesia in 1989, the last denomination of the set being issued in 1908. 

The following is a synopsis 
Types : as illustrated a:bove. 

& Sons, Ltd., London. 

of varieties and date of issue:-
Engraved and printed by Messrs. ,vaterlow 

Perforations : 14 to 15 by single-line machines. 
Paper: White thick soft-wove. No watermark. Gum: Colourless. 
1. ½cl., Yellow-green. 

(a) Blue-green. 
(b) Deep blue-green. 

2. l<l., Rose, 1898. 
( a,) Pale rose. 
(b) R ed . 

3. 2d. , Brown. 1898. 
(a) Dark brown. 

4. 2½d ., Cobalt. 
(a) Dull-blue. 
(b) Pale-blue. 

5. 3d., Claret. Ma,y, 1908. 
(a) Pale claret. 

6. 4d. , Olive. 1898. 
(a) Pale olive. 

7. Gd .. Mauve . 1898. 
(a) Rose-lilac. 

8. ls., Bistre. 1898. 
(a) Bistre-buff. 
(b) Deep bistre-buff. 

9. 2s. Gd., Bluish-grey . Nov., 1906. 
(a) Slate-grey. 

10. 3s. , Violet. May, 1908. 
(a) Deep violet. 

l l. 5s_. , Orange. July, 1901. 
(a) Deep ora:nge. 

12. 7s . 6d. , Black. Nov., 1901. 
(a) Grey-black. 

13. 10s., Dull green. May, 1908. 
(a) Rlue-green. 

14. £1, Grey-purple. July, 1901. 
15. £2 , Red-brown. May, 1908. 
lG. £5, Deep-blue. July , 1901. 
17. £10, Lilac. July, WOl. 

'fhe 2s. Gd. and 7s. 6d. values are comparatively scarce, and genuine 
post~lly used copies of the £1 upwards are rare and seldom ·met with. 
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VARIETIES. 

In the "S.A. Philatelist" of November, 1911, the following 1s re­
corded about the imperforated ld. of this issue:-

" There is re<.;ord of two complete sheets of the ld. of this issue having 
been sold at the local (Bulawayo) Post Office. One was sold by audion 
in London and realised £12, or twelve times fa<.;e value. The other was sold 
over the counter to a, local newsagent, who next day complained in bitter 
tones to the Post Office clerk of the trouble he had been put to in having to 
separato <;he stamps with a pair of scissors! This news did not reach the 
ears of a collecto1 until a few days later; and the disgust of the newsagent 
when he learned tluit he <.;ould without ,my ditiiculty have sold the stamps for 
ten or twelve times what he gave for them." 

½d,, lmperforate. 2½d,, lmperforate between 
horizontal pair. 

The following is a list of varieties noted :-

1. ½cl., yellow-green; imperforate at top, between stamp and margrn; 
from the top row in the sheet. 

2. ½d., yellow-green, imperforate between horizontal pa-ir. 
3. ½d., yellow-green, imperforate between vertical pair. 
4. ½d. , yellow-green, entirely imperforated. 
5. ld., red, imperforate at top, between stamp and margin; from the 

top row in the sheet. 
6. ld., imperforate at top, between stamp and margin. 
7. ld., rose, imperforate between sta,mp and right-hand rnargrn. 
8. ld·., rose, imperforate between horizontr:I pair. 
9. ld., imperforate between vertical pair. 

10. ld. , rose, entirely irnperforated . 
11. 2d., brown, imperforate at top, between stamp and margin; from the 

top row in the sheet. 
12. 2i-c1., cobalt, imperforate at top, between stamp a,ud m a rgin; from the 

top row in the sheet. 
13. 2½d., cobalt, imperforate on right side, between :;,ta-mp and margin. 
14. 2½d., cobalt, imperforate on left side, between stamp and margin. 
15. 2½d., cobalt, imperforate between horizontal pa-ir. 
16. 3d., claret, imperforate between vertical pair. 
17. 4d., olive, imperforate between horizontal pair. 
18. 4d., olive, imperforate between vertical pair. 
19. 6d., mauve, imperforate on right side, between stamp and ma-rgin. 
20. ls ., bistre-buff, imperforate at top, between :;,tamp and margin; from 

the top row in the sheet. 
21. l s .. bistre-bnff, imperforate between l1ori,m11tal pair. 
22. ls., bistre-bnff. imperfornte betwee11 vertical pair. 

('l'o be coutiuuel1.) 
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NOTES ON 

NEW ISSUES AND VARIETIES 
'f'l,e Editor partieularly wishes to obtain the earliest information of 
New ,Issues, etc. Kindly refer to Publishers' Notiees elsewhere. 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

Freak. 

145 

Mr. Chas. Hand has shown us a:nother· very interesting freak. This 
item was from the ½cl., Plate 5, with the bottom right hand eor·ner of the 
sheet folded when printed and perforated. The liJ,st stamp in the sheet 
appears without an~· impression at all, while the stamp a•bove, obliquely left. 
and left, show a portion of the stamp without imprint. Almost a complete 
stamp appears printed on the back when the paper is unfolded. 

½d,, Plate 7, 
In the Ju]y issue of the "S.A. Phila-telist" it was mentioned that the 

½d. ~alue had ·made its appearance with Plate No. 7. \Ve have to thank 
J\Ir. H,:,lemeyer, Frankfort, for a corn~r block of this shewing the new plate 
number. Presumably our correspondent obtained this from an odd sheet 
issued, since even a:t the time of writing this plate number cannot be 
obtained at any Post Office locally. 

Variety of the 2d. 

A minor variety, but nevertheless of interest to Union specialists, has 
been kindly brought to our notice by Mr. J. B. Levy, the energetic Hon. 
Secretary of the E.L.P.S. This eonsists of a smiJ,11 but perfectly white full 
stop, slightly to the left of the figure "2" in the right hand figure of value. 
The position in the sheet is sixth stamp, fifth row, top left pane, plate 
number one. 
2s. Gd, Inverted Watermark'? 

In the "Daily Mail" of Tuesday, 30th October, "Perforation" states 
that he has heard that the 2/6 value has been discovered with wmk. in­
verted. He states that he has not seen a copy, but that his informa,tion 
comes from a small village in the Cape Province. We have never seen this 
value with inverted wmk., but should it exist, we should welcome information 
from any of our readers. 

The New 6d, Due. 
l\Ir. D. F. Kokot, Brits, writes that he has been informed that an error 

is to be found in the last stamp, first row of the left pane, but that he does 
not know what it is. Since we have not had nn opportunity of examining 
a complete pane, we c&nnot state what the va:riet~- is. Perhaps some reader 
C"ould inform us. 

[n connection with the note published in the November "Philatelist" 
concerning the alleged 6,1. Union with inverted head, Mr. W. Percy \Villiams 
F.R.P.S.L., President of the Philatelic Society of Natal, is a private lette; 
to the Editor of this journal, writes, inter alia :-" Re 6d. Union, inverted 
heoo. A man in the Post Office here assures me that a collector from Cape 
Town shewed him recently a mint block of several of the 4d., one of which 
had the head inverted! So there we are!" 

SOUTH WEST AFRICA, 
Various va Ines are now being issued with type 3 overprint (" Zuidwest " 

in 011e word, without hyphen). Mr. D. Macmillan, Ladybrand, shows us the 
3d. and ls. values, while Mr. Levitt, of \Vindhoek, informs us th&t the 4d. 
2s. 6d., and 5s. values h=e also appeared with this overprint lately. ' 
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South West Africa (contd.) 

Mr. James Preston kindly shews us a specimen of the ½d. due, first print­
ing, with no stop itfter the word "Afrika," the position in the sheet being 
first stamp, sixth row of the ·left pitne. Our correspondent also sends us a 
block of six of the ~d. due, shewing a unique variety in whic,h the overprint 
of two of the stamps is about one-sixteenth of an inch lower than in the 
adjoining stamps. 

RHODESIA. 

With reference tu the paragraph which appeared ill the November 
"Philatelii,t," concerning the current £1, with head printed off centre, and 
the white sp3ce above the cap filled in by hand, Mr. J. Hobbs, Durban, 
writes:-" It may be of interest to your readers to know thitt the 7s. 6d., 
die 1, was treated in a like manner, the colour inserted by hand being of a 
distinctly different shade to that of the body of the stamp. I have a copy 
so treated." 

Miss Florence Williams has kindly shewn us ~ vertica-1 pair of the 
current ls., white paper, imperf. between (vertical pair). 

Mr. L. H. Riveri,, of Umtali, also brings the same variety to our notice, 
and mentions that only a total of ten pairs was found, these being th'.:l 
last two rows of the sheet. 

We lea-rn from the "Philatelic Magazine" that the stamps to be used 
for the Crown Colony of Southern Rhodesia will be the same tpye as 
current Rhodesi1;ms., but with the inscription altered to Southern Rhodesia. 
The new stamps will be ready for use early in the new year. 

With reference to the paragraphs which appeared in the November 
issue of the "S.A. Philatelist," Mr. L. H. Rivers, Umtali, writes 
that he has the £1 black and violet, die 1, shewing this hand painting, and 
that he examined the sheet when purchasing, which shewed the variety 
throughout. Our correspondent also possesses the 7 /6, die 1 ~cries, shewing 
the same thing, but in grey, but did not see the &heet from which it was 
taken. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A correspondent has shewn us a copy of the 2 cents value bearing the 
portrait of the late President H11tnli11g. The sta:mp is printed in black, and 
we are informed a limited number of these ''mourning" stamps were printed. 

War Stamps and Rarities. 
,ve are very plea:sed to welcome Mr. D. Field to our advertising columns. 
Mr. Field specialises in "'ar st1ctmps and rarities in British Colonials 

generally, and is also the publisher of the " "r e&t End Philatelist," free 
specimen copies of which will be forwarded on request. 

We would particularly like to draw attention to the profusely illustrated 
c!rlalogue, entitled, "Allied Postage Stamps of the Great War and After," 
which is well worth the 2/6 charged for it; 

RARE BRITISH AFRICANS 
ARE MY SPECIALITIES. 

I hold an exceptionally fine stock. Prices are very rea-sonable. 
---Selection& a-re sent on approval against references.---

T, ALLEN, 
"Cr:aigard," Blake Hall Road, Wanstead, London, E. 11, England 
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RHODESIAN STAMPS. 
In a recent letter to the Editor of the "Bulawayo Chronicle," Mr. W. 

Morsman advocates the issue of a commemorative stamp, or a commemorative 
set of stamps, in order to mark the important chmJ.ge which has taken place 
in the destiny of Southern Rhodesia. .At the same time it was pointed out 
thlJ,t by this means the Rhodesian Government would net a large sum of 
money in revenue from philatefo,ts. Precedents are quoted in the Union 
of South .Africa 2½d. Commemorative fasue, the "Self Government" over­
print of Malta, mJ.d others. 

If a single commemorative stamp were to be issued, perhaps it could 
be excused, but if a complete set was issued to commemorate the alteration 
in status, it would be no less than a deliberate fleecing of philatelist&. May 
be there a,re precedents for such an action,, but in this connection the recent 
retter from the Secretary of State for the Colonies to Messrs. ,Vhitfield, 
King & Co. must be remembered. In any case, the alteration in design ot 
the new issue should be sufficient commemoration of the fact that Southern 
Rhodei;,ia has altered its status. Southern Rhodesia will obtain quite a good 
sum of money from stamp collectors when the new issue is pla,ced on sale, 
and any further means of raising money ·by commemorative issues is to 
be highly deprecated. 

It is always a pleasure for us to be of any assistance possible to all 
collectors, but would readers addressing communiclt'tions to the Editor please 
note that a stamped addressed envelope MUST be enclosed when a reply by 
post is required. 

THE STAMP MARKET, 
Having arrnnged with the principal London Philatelic .Auctioneers to 

be furnished with catalogues and prices realised, we shall publish in future 
such extracts as it is thought will be of most interest to South .African 
collectors. 
Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co. 

Cape of Good Hope: Triangular, de la: Rue, 6d. m:c;uve, two 
fine shades with large margins . . . .. . . .. 

East .Africa and Uganda: Overprinted G.E . .A., complete mint 
set to Rs. 50 .. . . . . . .. 

Gambia: 1869, no wmk., 4d. brown, superb, red p'mk. 
Ditto, 6d. blue, brilliant used copy . . . · ... 

Natal: 1857, 6d. di;trk green, good size, 30 x 22 m.m., clea,r 
copy, lightly rn,ed, cat. £30 
1902, £1 10s. green and violet, fine used 

Messrs. Glendining, Ltd. 

£ s. d. 

1 3 0 

6 5 9 
2 0 0 
2 0 0 

118 0 
17 0 

Cape of Good Hope: ls. deep green, a brilliant triangle mint 
block of 4 with grand ma,rgins . . . . . . 13 O 0 

Cape of Good Hope: 1863-4, ld. deep carmine, brilliant triangu-
lar mint block of 4 with fine margins . . . . . . . .. 

Ca:pe of Good Hope: 4d. pale blue, brilliant triangular mint 
block of 4, fine margins .. . . . . . . . .. , 

Cape of Good Hope: 6d. bright mauve, brilliant triangular 
mint block of 4 with good margins . . . . . . . .. 

Natal: 1891, 2½d. on 4d., S.G.'s 109, a mint block of 30 

RARE BRITISH COLONIALS. 

6 0 0 

6 0 6 

8 15 0 
1 12 6 

I make a speciality of Rate British Colonials and hold a very fine 
stock of AFRICANS. 

Selections sent on approval against references. 

T. ALLEN, 
"Graigard," Blake Hall Road, Wanstead, London, E. 11, England 
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NORTH-WEST PACIFIC ISLANDS. 

Messrs. Bright & Son have been making a- speciality of the stamps of 
these islands, and with the available material to work on, have compiled an 
exhaustive priced check list giving prices for used copies, both postally used 
and radio station cancella-tions, which are seldom seen in this condition. 
This list is not only most complete, but differs considerably from other 
published lists. The check list would occupy too much space if published in 
these columns, but the following information will doubtlei;is be welcomed 
by our readers :-

The last setting in which all the "S's" are the same, is listed ~s type 
"d" (as in Messrs. Bright & Son's A.B.C. Catalogue). 

It is not generally known tha-t single copies of thei;ie can easily b~ 
distinguished from type "a " ; in fact, the latest article published 0n this 
subject states that they ca.n only be identified if taken ,in complete panes of 
thirty, or strips of three. This, however, is not so, and one test is giv•;n 
in their catalogue; page 227. For the benefit of those who do not know 
the difference, the following points may be helpful:- • 

The P in Pacific is over the space between the I and S of ISLANDS ; 
in type A, the P is over the left side of the S. 

The second 1I of PACIFIC is central over the D of ISLANDS; in type A, 
it is over the right side of the D. 

The down stroke of the F in P ACI]'IC is over the centre of the N in 
ISLANDS; in type A, it is exactly over the right side of the N. 

The last C of PACIFIC is over the left of the final S in ISLANDS, 
instead of being exactly over the S, as in type A. 

The general printing of the overprint in type " d " is sharper and. 
more clearly defined, and not so blurred as in the previous setting. 

As a matter of fact, except that both "S's" are the same, type "d" is 
the same as type "b" of the earlier settings. · 

Cancellations.-The postally used town cancellations may be found in 
black or violet, the official list of Post Offices (as given in the "Austndian 
Philatelist" by Mr. van Weenen) being:-

New Britain.-Gasmatta, Kokope, Ra-bul, Talas.ea. 
New Ireland.-Kawieng, Namatanai. 
New Guinea.-Eitape, Madang, Morobe. 
Admiralty Islands.-Manus. 
Solomon Islands.-Kieta. 

The Radio Cable Sta.tion Cancellations were first a circular one 
(CANCELLED NAURU) in black, blue or purple (undated), and later in an 
oval cancellation reading "Ra-dio Station" and the name, all in purple or 
violet, and are dated. 

Correction. 
An error of setting occurred in Mr. Lichtenstein's advertisement in the 

November "Philatelist," the word "Schaubeck" being wrongly spelt. We 
are therefore pleased to irn,ert this correction. 

RHODESIA, 
WANTED FOR CASH.-Essays, Proofs, Colour Trials, lmper­

forates, "Specimen Sets," Freaks of any kind and Rarities of all 
issues; Complete Sets of S.G. Nos. 27, 28, 115, 117, 119 and 123; Plate 
Numbers of the 1896-97 issue; Postally Used Blocks of four above the 
6d. va-lue of all issues, and early postmarks on originals. 

J, E. M, COCH, 
P.O. BOX 1706, JOHANNESBURC. 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022



'L'HE SOU'l'H AFRICAN PHILATELIS'l'. 149 

AN INTERESTINC UNCHRONICLED ERROR OF THE 
V.R.I. PRI NTi NC OF 1900. 

In the July number of the " S.A. Philaielist " an article on this sub­
ject appeared, written by Mr. Emil Tamsen. 1fu this article the author 
quoted correspondence between Mr. Duiven l}nd Mr. Leon de Raay, in which 
the first named gentleman was positive thai the stamps were genuine and 
gave his reasons. Mr. de Raay, however, considered them forgeries. 

In connection with these stamps, Mr. A. F. Johnstone has been good 
enough to shew us a letter received by· him from the Expert Committee 
of the Stamp Trade Protection Association. This letter reads :-

" We notice &n article in the July number of the "South African, 
Phila-telist," referring to what is dei,cribed as an interesting unchronicled 
error of the V.R.I. printing of 1900, on O.F.S. stamps, viz., the 3d. on 4d., 
Type 1. 

"The Expert Committee of the S.T.P.A., and notably their sub­
Committee, Messrs. Houtzamer and Pemberton, have made a close study 
of the V.R.I. overprints and errors, including the above variety, of which 
they have seen a li:rge block. They have no hesitation in stating thai this 
so-called error of the 3d. on 4d., Type 1, is. a forgery, and that the history 
given of its acquisition is worthy of the late Louis de Rougemont. 

" They warn collectors in South Africa that many of the varieties mid 
errors of the V.R.I., both O.R.C. and Transvaal, which were not known at, 
or shortly after, the date of issue, but which have been put on the market 
in recent years, are also forgeries. 

" The Expert Committee, who have gathered together a great quantity 
of material, are willing to expertise theses tamps at reasonable rates, also 
the overprints of Swazieland, and the va-rious Transvaal errors and varieties 
of surcharges, including the 1 PENNY on 6d. of 1879, ~nd they will be 
pleased to quote terms to any South African collector who desires this 
done. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) WM: HADLOW (Plumridge & Co.), 
W. HOUTZAMER, 
F. H. OLIVER (Bright & Son), 
P. L. PEMBERTON (Sefi, Pemberton & Co.), 
A. J. SEFI (Sefi, Pemberton & Co.), 

Expert Committee, Stamp Trade Protection Association." 

THINK THIS OVER! 
The man who does not advertise may know what he hiis for sale-but 

no one else does ! 

E. BEUTHIN 
EXPERT IN RARE STAMPS. 

My Specialities are 
CAPE TRIANCULARS and COLONIAL IMPERFORATES. 

STAMPS SENT ON APPROVAL-References, please. 

E. BEUTHIN, Stamp Dealer, 
17, CREEN'S BUILDINCS, COMMISSIONER STREET, 

(Opp. Corner House), 

JOHANNESBURC. 
P.O. BOX 6749. 'PHONE 1953, 
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I SOCIETY NEWS I I Items of Interest from the various Centres. I 
------ ------------- ======================-! 

Pretoria Philatelic Society. 
Pre!!.: Mr. N. van MaJsen. Hon. Sec.: Mr. A. P. Obermeyer, Box 309. 

Meetings held at Market Restaurant, 2nd and 4th Moncl!cys, 8 p.m. 
In the absence of Mr. van Malsen, Mr. Obermeyer presided at the 

meeting held on 22nd October. A letter was reau. from the Benoni Society 
expressing thanks for the manner in which they were received and enter­
tained at the previous me~ting. A very interesting paper on the stamps of 
San Marino was read by Mr. Westbrook, who also exhibited his complete 
collection of thia country. The prices realised a:t auction were very 
disappointing. 

There was a poor attendance on Monday, 12th ult., when Mr. de Boom 
read a paper on "Forgeries," and "Stamps that are not stamps," remin­
iscent of Melville's phantom philately, which wa:s exceedingly interesting 
and led to much discussion. Seven members exhibited Holland and Colonies 
with Luxemburg, all shewing great merit, but the palm must undoubtedly 
go to Master Dekker, who ii!! only fourteen year of age, and whose collection 
was sent over from Johannesburg 

Philatelic Society of Rhodesia. 
Pres.: Mr. L. H. w·hitmore. Hon. Sec.: Mr. C. Rogers, Box 378, Bulawayo. 

Meetings held third Tuesda:y each month, Exchange Buildings. 
The regular meeting was held on 19th October, Mr. Thornton in the chair 

owing to the absence of the President. A letter was read from Sir John 
Chancellor, K.C.M.G., D.S.O., the first Governor of Southern Rhodesia, 
accepting office as Patron of. the Society, while a similar letter from Sir 
Charles Coghlan was rea:d accepting office as Hon. President. A letter from 
the London Offices of the B.S.A. Co. was read, stating that the Society's 
letter on the subject of remainders of the present issue would be placed 
before the Board of Directors. The reply was of a non-committal nature, 
but contained a certlrin amount of promise. 

A syllabus for the ensuing few months has been driiw11 up as follows:-­
December: "Specialising and its dangers," Mr. Whitmore. 
January: "Irish Free State," Mr. Thor11ton. 
February: "Belgi11n Congo,'' Mr. Rogers. 
March: "Beclmana,land," Mr. Seott-Russell. 
April: "Stamp collecting as a. hobby," l\fr. Barbour. 
During the evening Mr. 'l'hornton and Mr. Scott-Russell demonstrated 

deaned and forged stamps, and it was resolved that future monthly meetings 
be held in the Exchange Buildings, third Tuesday of ea:ch month. 

East London Philatelic Society. 
President: Mr. "'\V. B. Lloyd. Hon. Secretary: ,Mr. J. B. Levy, Box 372, E.L. 
Meetings held in Mr. Comlander's Office, third Fridays, 7.30 p.m. Junior 

Society meetings held at Selborne College, last Friday each month.) 
The ordinary monthly meeting of the Society was held on 19th ult., Mr. 

Carnell in the cha,ir. There was a good attendance, and two new members 
were elected. The business of the evening was the reading of five minute• 
papers by members. Mr. T. Harper read at paper on the issues of Natal; 
while ,Mr. Carnell read a very interesting and instructive paper on Cape 
Triangulars. "The Stamps of the Union" was the subject of Mr. Levy's 
paper, while Mr. Dalby gave a short address- on "Stamps and their value." 
Various items of philiri;elic interest were then discussed. 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022



THE ROUTH AFRTCAN PHTT,A'l'FJLTR'I'. ]51 

East Rand Philatelic Society. 
President: Mr. C. E. Donne. Hon. Secretary: Mr. Thos. Wood, Box 47, 

Boksburg. 
The monthly meeting of the Society was held on 21st ult., there being 

a good attendance. 
Exhibits of interest were made by Mr. Randell, who shewed a corner 

of the l½d. Union, plate 2; with wmk. inverted, while Mr. A. F. Johnstone 
exhibited shades and varieties of the 2½d. Union. Line engraved stoonps of 
British Colonies were shewn by Mr. Wood, while Mr. Bowyer exhibited a, set 
of Bahamas War 'rax. iMr. Donne contributed an ably prepared paper on 
Seychelles, and exhibited his collection of this country, also examples of 
lithographed stamps, and the ld. Union with "AIRIKA" variety. 

At the December meeting Mr. Kent is down for a pll,per and display of 
Nyasaland. 

Crahamstown Philatelic Society. 
Pres.: Rev. E. B. Ford·. Hon. Sec.: Mr. Barry May, Box 40, Grahamstown. 

Meetings are held quarterly. 
By kind invitation of the Rev. and Mrs. Ford, the quarterly meeting 

Wll,S held at their residence on Tuesday, 6th November. The attendance was 
poor, which wa-s particularly unfortunate, since those who were unable to 
attend lost the opportunity of listening to a paper by the President on the 
stamps of the United States. The paper, which was the result of con­
&iderable study, dealt with the general issues 1870-90, and went into grel!,t 
detail. A comprehensive collection which was shown as the paper proceeded 
served to illustra-te very effectively the points of the address. Canon Ford 
was accorded a very hearty vote of thanks, ll,nd a general chat on philatelic 
subjects, together with the partaking of refreshments, brought a distinctly 
enjoyable evening to a_ close. 

THE 

PURCHASES 
" LODER " COLLECTION 

OF CREAT BRITAIN 
FAMOUS 

STAMPS 
(Awarded Championship Gold Medal, New York, 1913) 

OF THE 

HAS JUST BEEN PURCHASED BY MR. D, FIELD. 
18 Volumes of Stamps in the VERY FINEST CONDITION, unique 

rarities, blocks, panes, and sheet&. 
WAR STAMPS. 

One of the Finest Collections existing, the cost price running into five 
figures . . 

This Collection is particularly strong in NEW BRITAIN and M!\RSHALI 
ISLANDS, including 25 errors of overprint, all of which are EXTREMELY RARE 
TOGO: Shows the 50 pfgs. and mark values in both spacings, 20 pfg. "TOG" error 
25 ofg. "TOG,, error, and the 2 marks of the second French overprinted series 
BUSHIRE: Includes the complete settings of the CORONATION issues 
BAGHDAD: Many errors of overprint, as well as the COMPLETE SET. 

20th CENTURY BRITISH COLONIALS --
Practically complete in Mint State. 

All except one of the Collections· mentioned above were formerly 
owned by members of the "Royal Philatelic Society." 
D, FIELD is a CASH BUYER to any amount of RARITIES or 

SPECIALISED COLLECTIONS, 
The cost price of the Collections mentioned above is nearly £40,000. 

HAVE YOU ANYTHING TO SELL? 

D. FIELD, 44a, Dover st., Piccadilly, W.1 
Cables and Telegrams: "APHIELDA," LONDON. 
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SMALL ADVERTS. (Rate: 2d. per word.) 

WILL EXCHANGE Canadian, New Zealand, Australian, Indian for 
Africans. Correspondence invited. Basis, Stl}nley Gibbons.-HAROLD S. 
ROBSON, 715, Canadian Building, Ottawa, Canooa. 

UNUSED SOUTH AFRICAN POSTAGE STAMPS. Quotations with 
pleasure on Stanley Gibbons' Catalogue numbers.-GEO. CHIPP, P .O. Cala, 
Tembuland. 

WANTED URGENTLY for Cash: Rhode11ian Stamps in wholesale 
quantities (no ½d. or ld.).-A. LICHTENSTEIN, Philatelist, Box 33, 
Rouxville, O.F.S. 

EXCHANGE.-He who .sends me 100-5,000 stamps of his country geti, 
as many Hungarian stamp& in exchange.-QUIN'r BELA, VU. Hungaria­
Korut 176, Budapest. 

CHRISTMAS BARGAINS-ALL MINT 
1 Zululand, 6d. on Rose (S. G. 8) ... 
1 Nieuwe Republiek , 2d. (S. G. 197) 
2 Rhodesia, 1917 Prov., both types (280/81) ... 
1 Swaziland, ld. , Overprint Inverted (S. G. 4) 
1 Swaziland, 1 /-., Overprint Inverted (S. G. 5) 

5 6 
2 0 
3 0 

1 0 0 
12 6 

1 4 6 
1 10 0 

2 0 
4 0 

3 6 
7 6 
8 6 

17 6 

2 Swaziland, 2/- and 5/-., pair (S. G. 10/11) 
1 St. Helena, No. 1 .. . ... ... 
1 Bechanaland, ld. on ld. (S. G. 23) 
2 Bechuanaland, ld. + 2d. (32/33) 
1 Bechuanaland, 1/- Green (16) 
1 Bechul!.naland, 2/- Green (17) 
I Bechuanaland, 2/6 Green (18) 
1 Bechuanaland, 5/- Green (19) 

ALBUM LIST ON REQUEST. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN, Philatelist, 
BOX 33, ROUXVILLE, O.F.S. 

RHODESIA 

1917 Provisional, "Half Penny " 
on ld., with 

SURCHARGE INVERTED. 
S.G. No. 280a . Guaranteed. 

Price £10. 
Write:-

E.C.B., 
Box 806, BULAWAYO. 

I have for disposal­

TRANSVAAL 
½d. Perforated C.S.A.R. . .. 2/· 
ld. Perforated C.S. A.R. . .. 1 /6 

Cash with Order, Please. 

Also most of Errors of the South 
West Africa overprint, prices on 
application. 

Box 30. 
M. L. LEVITT, 

WINDHOEK. 

THE UNION 
STAMP EXCHANGE 

Manager: E. TAMSEN. 
Based on principal 0£ Exchange 

by Collectors £or Collectors. 
Nylstroom Transvaal. 

First class selections to choose from 
-- on favourable conditions. -­
Rarities supplied from Wmit List. 

B. MENDELSOHN, 
19, Rue de Chateaudun, Paris, 

France. 
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INCORPORATING 

"The Union Philatelist" and "Quarterly Review of Philately." 

Edited by G. W. REYNOLDS, 
Box 6363, Johannesburg. 

Published by H. BLOM, Box 5826, Johannesburg. 

OFFICIAL ORGAN: The Johannesburg United Philatelic Society; The 
Pretoria Philatelic Society; The East Rand Philatelic Society; Philatelic 
Society of Natal; The Cape Town Philatelic Society; The East London ' 
Philatelic Society; The Port Elizabeth Philatelic Society; The West African 

Vol. 1. 

Philatelic Society; The Philatelic Society of Rhodesia; and 
The Grahamstown Philatelic Society. 

1ST JANUARY, 1924. 

TOPICS OF THE MONTH. 

The New Year. 

No. 12. 

Father Time has claimed &nother year, and we doubt whether anyone 
is sorry to see the last of 1923. During the whole yea:r, chiefly due to the 
<lisastrous after-effects of the 1922 Strike and Revolution, all business houses 
suffered badly. Stamp collectors and dealers alike have been equally hard 
hit with the prevailing depression, but from all qua:rters we are very pleased 
to hear that things appear to be improving a grea-t deal. We look forward 
to 1924 in a much more hopeful spirit than we did its predece&sor, and can 
only express the wish that the New Yea,r will bring with it a cessation of 
all industrial and politic&_l troubes, and much better times for all. 

Stanley Gibbons• " Monthly Journal." 
The first issue of the revived "Monthly Journal," which was delayed 

in publication, did not reach us in time to be mentioned in the December 
·" Philatelist." 

Features of the issue include :-Great Britain; E&says by Wm. Wyon, 
by C. B. Kryle Fletcher, accompanied by a magnificent double plate on art 
paper; Columbia, by the Rev. E. J. Martin; Unnecessary Issues; Stamp 
News; Catalogue Supplements, etc. 

Number 2 contains articles on the Early Postal History of ,vestern 
Australi&, by Rev. C. S. Morton; the Kemalist Issue& of Turkey, by Stanley 
Phillips; together with the usual up-to-date Stamp News and Catalogue 
Supplements. 

The " Monthly Journal " is more than worth the low subscription of 
2s. 6d. per annum, and free specimen copies will gladly be sent by the 
publishers to any rea-der of the " S.A. Philatelist " on reque!!t. 
Union Plate Numbers. 

In response to a few requests for information concerning Union Plate 
Numbers, an article on this· subject will be found elsewhere in this issue. 
At the same time, owing to the frequent changing of the type of overprint 
used for S.W.A. stamp&, there are many who do not know which values 
ha-ve, and which have not, appeared with the different types of overprint. 
We have been as1':ed to publish a check list, together with a list of varieties. 
'This is in course of preparation, and will most probably appear in the next 
issue of this Journal. 
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Rhodesian Remainders. 
We learn that the Royal Philatelic Society, in response to communica­

tions from the Philatelic Societies of Johannesburg and Natal, has ap­
proached the British South Africa Co. in London on the subject of the­
disposa,l of unissued stocks of stamps. It was pointed out that should these· 
remainders be sold to dealers at a reduced price, it would seriously affect 
thousands of collectors throughout the world who had purchased stamps at 
face value or more. 

Following; an interview, the Secretary of the Royal Philatelic Society 
wa~ informed that none of the unused remainders would be sold by the Com­
pany at less than face value, and that in a,ny dealings which might take 
plaee, the interests of the philatelic purchasers of these &tamps would be-. 
taken into account. 
Our Rhodesian Article. 

In this issue Mr. J. E. M. Coch continues his ~rticle on Rhodesia, and 
draws special attention to the fraudulent cleaning of fiscally used stamps. 
The details given will be of great assistance to collectors, and it is hoped' 
that tl1 ey w.ill take the nec-essary warning to heart. Very interesting in­
formation is also given concerning cards bearing stamps used as currency 
during the Boer War. 
It Pays to Advertise! Read this! 

" For your information I should like to mention that I have found the 
"S.A.P." 1s just about the finest publication to advertise in. I ha,ve had 
more replies from this paper than any other philatelic magazine, and every 
philatelist with whom I have had dea,lings, in reply to my adverts., has been 
the right type of collector. I have found no 'duds' yet. I therefore take 
it that the 'S.A.P.' circulates amongst the best. Enclosed please find P.O .. 
and copy for another advert. to appea,r in the next issue." 

The ab'.lve speaks for itself, and was absolutely unsolicited. 

SPECIAL OFFERS: 
Fin.est M'int Condition. 

Cape of Good Hope-2½d. Hope (S.G., 109, 1/-), block of 4, ls. 3d.; 
dozen, 3/6. 

Cape of Good Hope-2½d. K.E. (S.G., 121, 4/-), block of 4, 3/-; doz. 8/6 
Union of S. Africa-2½d. (S.G., 2, 1/6), block of four, 1/6; ·doz., 4/-. 
Natal-Id. "OFFICIAL" (S.G., 304, 2/6), block of four, 2/6. 
Transvaal-5/- (S.G., 388, 15/-), block of four, 12/6; singles, 3/6. 
Transvaal-IO/- (S.G., 389, 17-i6), block of four, 12/6; single&, 3/6. 

Large Stock of Varieties of the Union of S.A. Postage Dues. 
Superb Used. 

Malta-10/- (S.G., 34, 60/-), each 15/-, few pairs at 30/- per pair. 
Holland-2.50 on 10 gulden (S.G., 237, 10/-), each 3/3; doz., 35/-. 

CH~RLES 
STAMP DEALER, 

The Clarion Tobacc<-- Store, 260, CHURCH ST., PRETORIA. 
P.O. Box 1018, 'Phone 1377. 
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Volume I. Completed. 

·with this issue we complete our first volume. We have endeavoured to 
maintain as high a standard a-s possible, and hope that reader& ha,ve been 
fully satisfied with the quality of fare served. 

We started full of hope, and hwve been well satisfied with the support 
received from readers and advertisers alike, a-nd like all Journals in their 
infancy. have had our difficulties. 

Printers have been our chief source of worry. One printer turned out 
a very creditable production of high standard-so was hi& price-so much 
so, that we had to either suspend publication or change our printers. 
Another printer gave us a price considerably lower, but the result was a 
Journal poorly printed, pages often out of register, to sa-y nothing of blocks 
not being carefully "made ready," and coming out with little or no detail. 
Once again we had to change, a-nd now fortunately our di:(Iiculties in this 
direction have been overcome. Our good friends, Messrs. Walker & Snashall, 
Ltd., Johannesburg, with their up-to-date linotype and other machinery, 
are now producing the "Philatelist." Not only is the printing and general 
finish of the Journal of a- high standard, but the cost of printing leaves 
nothing to be_ desired. 

Now for the next point. The proprietors of the " S.A. Philatelist," 
both keen philatelists, deeply interested in the welfare of our royal hobby, 
and being of independent means, are conducting this Journal for the benefit 
of philately in· general and South African philatelists in pa-rticular. They do 
not by any means wish to pose as philanthropists, but the main point is that 
pecuniary gain is not their primary coni;iideration. 

The " S.A. Philatelist " is now fortuna-tely well establi!!hed, and is here 
to sta-y,. and we are truly grateful to those subscribers and advertisers who 
in no small way have eontributed to our success. We sincerely hope that 
our advertising supporters have succeeded in building up a lucrative South 
.African trade. As far as readers themselves are concerned, we sha-11 continue 
to maintain the "Philatelist" at the highest possible standard, but in this 
respect readers ca-n help us a great deal-and help themselves. 

Whenever replying to advertisements, we would ask readers to make a 
special point of mentipning that they saw the advertisement in the " S.A. 
Phllatelist." By i;io doing, the a-dvertiser will see that this Journal is bring­
ing results, which helps him and helps us. 

A Journal with many more pages than at present can be published if 
our urc-ulation is increased. and in this way readers can also help a lot. 
While the thought is fresh in your mind, will you kindly assist by dropping 
a line to the Editor and giving him the names and addresses of those who are 
not subscribers to the " Philate'list," but who are stamp collectors? Specimen 
copies will willingly be sent to anyone on request. 

SOUTH WEST AFRICA. 

URGENTLY WANTED FOR CASH. 

Complete Sheets (or Panes) if possible, otherwise Mint or Used specimens of 
Type 2 only (Narrow Overprint), Postage Dues :-

ld. Due (on Pretoria Rouletted Printing). 
2d. Due (De la Rue Printing). 
3d. Due (De la Rue Printing). 
5d. Due lon Transvaal, Mult. C.A.). 

Also the following in Type 3, "ZUIDWEST," 
6d. Due, Union De la Rue Printing, overprinted. 

CORRESPONDENCE INVITED, S,W.A. ERRORS WANTED. 

C. W, REYNOLDS, Box 6363, JOHANNESBURC. 
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RHODESIA. 
By J. E. M. COCH. 

(Continued from page 144.) 

CHAPTER X. (continued). 

" SMALL ARMS " ISSUE, 1898-1908, 
It will be noted that the £2, £5 and £10 values are included iu this 

set. This is the first time since the 1890 issue (excepting the reprinting 
of the £2 value in 18D7) that values above the £1 denomination ,rnre printed, 
and as there is no imlication on the stamps that they were specifica·lly i&sued 
for fiscal purposes, the qu.istion arises as to whether these denominations 
should be considered as postage stamp&. One often sees the statement made 
that all values above the £1 may safely be dassed Ets fiscals, and J shall 
here endeavour to make the position dear. According to the Postal Regu­
lations in force in Southern Rhodesia at the time of this issue, rnw gold 
(bullion) could be sent by registered· post at the rate of ld. per ounce, plus 
a registration fee of 4d. There was no limit to weight, but the dimensions 
of the parcel were limited to 24 by 12 by 12 inches. These mea:surements 
would equal 3,456 cubic inches; and as one cubic inch of raw gold weighs 
11.16 ounces (avoirdupois weight), it will at once be seen that an amount of 
well over £100 could legitimately have been used to cover postal charges. 
I do not, however, for a, moment think that any single parcel of gold of the 
maximum dimensions did ever pass through the post, but there must have 
been many smaller parcels of bullion despatched through the various Post 
Offices upon which postage up to £15 was paid. 

I ma:y mention that the present (1923) po~tal rate for bullion is ld. per 
ounce plus a registration fee of 4d. up to a limit of four pounds in weight. 
The old rates applicable to bullion have been abolished since August, 1922, 
and stamps above the value of £1 are no longer used for postal purposes. 
FRAUDULENT CL:E:ANING OF FISCALLY USED POSTAGE STXl\IPS. 

·while on this subject of high values, l am taking the opportunity of 
warning collectors to carefully examine all stamps of this Colmtr~-, both 
so-called " mint " and " postally used " copie,. There are large numbers of 
these sta:mps on the market which have been fiscally used; the fis(•al cancella­
tions have been chemically removed, and the stamps either re-gummed and 
sold as " mint " copies, or postmarked and sold a:s " fine used." 

Unfortunately, these fakes are to be found in the approval books of the · 
leading stamps dealers in England and South Africa, and I would advise 
would-be purchasers to seek expert advice before accepting such specimens 
for their collections. Dealers could be of considerable assistance in putting 
a stop to the sa:le of these forgeries, and I would suggest that the~- clearly 
mark, or give a guarantee that the copies offered for sale a·re genuinely 
postally used or mint, as the case may be. 

The greater proportion of these fakes bear the genuine postmark 
"BULAWAYO-REGISTERED," or "BULAWAYO-REGD." (There is 
no doubt tha_t some person has at times had free access to the Bulawayo Post 
Office cancelling stamp.) One will often find either the word "REGISTERED" 
only, or " BULA "\VA YO " only, and sometimes the complete postmark; but 
in rriost instances the year da:te is conveniently missing. 

Cleaned stamps bearing the postmarks of other offices are also to be 
found, but not nearly so common as the " RC"LA "\VA YO." The above remarks 
are applica:ble to all issues, including the 1910 (King anu Queen) and the • 
1913-22 issues. Oue would hardly credit that the la&t issues, which are 
printed in fugitive inks, could be tampered with in any way, but, neverthe­
less, such ,s the ca·se, particularly in the higher values! Collectors shouhl 
therefore take ev,ry preca:ution before placing these " abominations " in their 
collections ! ! 

The highert denomination of this issue which l have seen genuinely 
11ostally used in the £10, but such copies are rarely met with. 
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It is of interest to note that during the period of this issue, Rhodesia 
entered the r~1iversal Postal Union (1st April, 1900) and adopted the Im­
perial Penny Posta:ge (1st December , 1908). 

OBSLDIONAL CURHE~CY STA~IPS, l'.JUU. 
Altho11gh these currency ca-rds are not placed in the same categol'y as 

post~ge st .. mps, mention should be made of them in passing, to show to what 
use sttrmps '.lave· been put in Rhodesia. 

Currency Cards Illustrated. 
During the Anglo-Boer ,var in 1900, Bulawayo was once again cut oft 

from supplies, owing to the Boers holding the railways and high roads. 
l\Iouey became very scarce, and to remedy this the Administration issued 
ca:rds to which postage stamps of varions issues were affixed. 'l'he stamps 
wer? affixed to the plain side of the card , the other side having the following 
printed on it:-" The Civil Commissioner, Bulawayo. Please pay in c&sh to 
the person rroducing this card the face value of the stamp affixed thereto, 
if presented· on or after the 1st August, l!)OO." 

It bear!:! the imprint "Chronicfo Printing '\Yorks, Bulawayo," and 1s 
stamped w:th the rubber stamp of the Administrator's Office, Bulawayo, m 
purple. a'l.d signed H. Marshall Hole, Secretary, in black. 

CHAPTER XI. 

VICTORIA FALLS ISSUE, 13th JULY, 1905. 
Altb•mgh this set wa:s specially prepared to commemorate the visit. ::if 

the British Assoeiation to Rhodesia, and the opening of the Victoria Fallr. 
Bridge (eumpleted in April, 190,"5) across the Zambezi Rive1: , the first com­
plete set was first issued at several post offices in Southern Rhodesia on the 
13th July , 1905. The bridge was officially opened by Professor Darwin, 
President .Jf the British Association, on the 12th September, 1905. A specia-1 
,late cancelling stamp with the words " BRITISH ASSOCIATION­
VICTORJ.A FALLS," and the clP.te in the centre: all in a single circle 
measuring 36½ mm. in diameter, was prepared and used at the Victoria Falls 
Post Offic" during the visit of the Association to tlie Falls on the 12th and 
13th Sepi:c:mber, 1905. 

The stamps , ,"11ieh are large and oblong in shape (measuring 35 mm. by 
25 mm.) depict the famous Victoria Falls, in a neat engine-turned border, and 
inscribed "British South Africa Company " in two lines at the head , a:nd 
"Victoria Falls " at the foot. with the value in figures in the lower, and the 
date " 1905 " in the upper corners. 

The &tamps, which are of handsome design, were line-engraved and 
printed by Messrs. '\Va-terlow & Sons, London, on thick white wove un­
watermarked paper. The sheets consisted of twenty-five stamps, arranged in 
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five rows of five , with plain margins, except for the imprint "Waterlow & 
Som, Limited, London \Vall, London, E.C.," at the foot, and the sheet 
number printed in black in the lower right-hand corner. These stamps a:re 
single-line ma-chine perforated. gauging 14 to 15. 

There was only· one printing of each denomination, and the i,upply printed 
was not a very large one. A separate plate was made for each value. This 
set was in concurrent use with the permanent issue of 1898-1908. 

The following is a synopsis of varieties and date of first' issue:-

Special date ca:nceL .g stamp, "British Assoc." Victoria Falls. 
Type: as illm,trated above. Engraved in ta:ille-douce, and printed b, 

Me,,srs. \Vaterlow & Sons, Ltd., London. 
Perforations: 14 to 15 by single-line machine. 
Paper: Thick white wove. No waterma:rk. Gum: Pale yellow. 
Date of first issue: 13th July, 1905. In single colours. 

1. ld., red. 
2. 2½d., deep blue. 
3. 5d., claret. 
4. ls., blue-green. 
5. 21,. 6d., hlack. 
6. 5s,, violet . 

:Minor shades are found m all denominations. 

VARIETIES. 
'fhe only varieties noted in this issue are in the ls . value. One sheei 

was found with ,i single row of horizontal perfora:tions missing, thus pro.. 

ducmg five verti<:al pairs imperforate between, and one sheet with the vet·tica) 
perforations missing except between stamps and margin. Thi, very rare 
item is illustrated a-hove. 

1. ls., bhie-green, imperforate between vertical pair. 
2. ls., blue-green, imperforate between horizontal pair. 

(To be continued.) 
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NOTES ON 

NEW ISSUES AND VARIETIES 
The Editor particularly wishes to obtain the earliest information of 
New ,Issues, etc. _Kindly refer to Publishers' Notices elsewhere. 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 
1d. Pcstage-Minor Variety 

159 

A correspondent writes:.-" "With reference to the 2d. with ctot in front 
of "2" mentioned in the November "S . .A.P.," I have discovered something 
.similar in the ld. on the 6th stamp, 3rd row, lower left pane of plate number 
6. There is a white dot over the "u" in "Zuid." I thought this might 
perhapi, be of interest to Union specialists, so have much pleasure in bringing 
it to your notice." 

Inverted Watermarks. 
At a reuent meeting of the East Rand Society, Mr. Randell exhibited a: 

-corner block of the l½d. Postage, from plate 2, with watermark inverted. 
Plates 1 ancl 2 are both particularly scarce with inverted watermark. 

Mr. J. P. Shingler, Cambridge, C.P., reports that he ha-s obtained half 
a sheet, being the upper and lower right hand panes of the 3d. blue with in­
verted watermark. ·fhese were obtained at the Cambridge Post Office. 

Mr. J. P. Preston has also kindiy informed us that a few copies of the 
same &tamp with watermark inverted were to be obtained recently at the Post 
Office, Kingwilliamstown. 

Mr. Louis Gillen has kindly shewn us a proof of the ½d. Postage Due, 
Pretoria, perforated printing. This consists of the design only, perforated, 
but with no figure of value. · 

RHODESIA. 
The New Issue. 

"In view of the many conflicting rumours which have appeared in the 
Phila:telic Press, we are glad to be able to state definitely that there is no 
intention of issuing overprinted sta:mps, either for Southern or Northern 
Rhodesia. For the former, an entirely new series i!! in preparation, to be 
printed by Messrs. Waterlow & Sons, Ltd., -who are responsible for the 
present Rhodesian stamps, and this will be issued on 1st January next. For 
Northern Rhodesia there will be another new seriea:, for which the Crown 
.Agents are ma-king arrangements, which will. appear on 1st .April." 

The above paragraph &ppearecl in Messrs. Stanley Gibbons' "Monthly 
Journal" for November, and we are plea:sed to acknowledge the source of our 
information. · 

A New Imperf. variety. 
::\Ir. L. H. Rivers, l"rntali, has brought to our notice a variety which is 

new to us, in the ½d, yellow-green of 1898-1908 (S.G. 75). Our corres­
pondent says he ha& just obtained a horizontal strip of three, inperf. between, 
and mentions they must lurve been cut from a larger strip, since the ends 
were also imperf. 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

WANTED-Errors, Varieties Early Plate Nos., Inverted '\Vmks., 
etc., for cash or exchange. Write:-

A.. F. JOHNSTONE, 
BOX 6006, JOHANNESBURG. 
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SOUTH WEST AFRICA. 
Mr. McNeil informs us that he has received the ls. 3d. and 2s. 6d. wit.h 

type 3 overprint (" Zuidwest " in one word). 
The 6d. Postage, type 3, overprint, is reported by Mr. Macmillan . 
.In the December issue of the "S.A.P.," it was mentioned that Mr. 

Preston had 1,hewn us specimens of the ½d. Due, in which the two lines of 
overprint were not exactly horizontally in line, in one stamp the two lines of 
overprint each being a:bout one-sixteenth of an inch lower. 

Referring to this, Mr. Laurence Hill, Maritzburg, writes:-" I would 
like to point out tha:t this variety occurs on every sheet practically in the­
following position :-top left pane, 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th rows, 5th stamp in 
each row l:Jas the overprint 1 mm. lower than the adjoining stamps. It 
occurs in both languages alternately, commencing with the English overprint." 

Our correspondent also shews us a pair of the ld. from Plate 7, in which 
the letters " rica " in the word " Africa " hwve dropped. The " Af " are· 
in line with the others much lower, ei"ther caused by bad setting, or by the-
forms not having been locked tight enough. · 

RHODESIA. 
WANTED FOR CASH.-Essays, Proofs, Colour Trials, Imper­

forates, "Specimen Sets," Freaks of any kind and Rarities of all 
is1>ues: Complete Sheets of S.G. Nos. 27, 28, 115, 117, 119 and 123; 
Plate Numbers of the. 1896-97 issue; Postally Used Blocks of four 
above the 6d. value of all issues, and early postmarks on originals. 

THE 

J. E. M. COCH, 
P.O. BOX 1076, JOHANNESBURC. 

RECENT PURCHASES 
FAMOUS 

STAMPS 
" LODER " COLLECTION 

OF CREAT BRITAIN 
(Awarded Championship Gold Medal, New York, 1913) 

OF THE 

HAS JUST BEEN PURCHASED BY MR. D. FIELD. 
18 Volumes of Stamps in the VERY FINEST CONDITION, unique 

rarities, blocks, panes, and sheet!{. 
WAR STAMPS. 

One of the Finest Collections existing, the cost price running into five 
figures. 

This Collection is particularly strong in NEW BRITAIN and MARSHAL! 
ISLANDS, including 25 errors of overprint, all of which are EXTREMELY RARE 
TOGO: Shows the 50 pfgs. and mark values in both spacings, 20 pfg. "TOG" error 
25 pfg. 11 TOG " error, and the 2 marks of the second French, overprinted series 
BUSHIRE: Includes the complete settings of the CORONATION issues 
BAGHDAD: Many errors of overprjnt, as well as the COMPLETE SET. 

20th CENTURY BRITISH COLONIALS 
Practically complete in Mint State. 

All except one of the Collections mentioned above were formerly 
owned by members of the "Royal Philatelic Society." 
D. FIELD is a CASH BUYER to any amount of RARITIES or. 

SPECIALISED COLLECTIONS. 
The cost price of the Collections mentioned above is nearly £40,000. 

HAVE YOU ANYTHING TO SELL? 

D. FIELD, 44a, Dover St., Piccadilly, w.1 
Cables and Telegrams: "APHIELDA," LONDON. 
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JU BI LEE LI N ES. 

There are no doubt many rea·ders who are not acquainted with the reason 
why Jubilee lines are broken or otherwise. The Jubilee line is, of course, 
th·, name given to the single or double line of. "printers' rule," whicn 
appears on sheets in the margin around the stamps. This is put there 
purposely to protect the plate. The following very useful and instructive 
information is taken from Mr. R. r.. Rowell's handbook on "Notes on 
Controls." ']art II.:-

" During this period a: change was made by the printers, Messrs. De La 
Rue & Co., as regards the Jubilee line. Hitherfo, during the Victorian. 
period, "-'rnept for unintentional breaks through the line of "printers' rule" 
not picking up th 1 colour properly, it had always appeared as a continuous. 
line, but in December, 1903, "'as finit introduced what is known as the < o­
extensive or broken Jubilee line. I ta:ke the foHowing extract from " The­
Postage Stamp " : ' In 1903 there w.c,, a change in the arrangement of the 
Jubilee line. Up to that time it had consisted of an a·lmost unbroken line 
of metal, which was printed continuomily round each pane of 120 stamps in 
the sheet. But about this period it was broken up into sma:ll sections, for 
the most part corresponding with the width of a stamp design in the 
horizontal direction, a:nd with the length of a stamp in the vertical direction. 
This had the effect of leaving the ends of the perforation gutters clear of 
the rule, and was an effect produced on purpose to surmount a technical 
difficulty of the printing machine. As the inking rollers moved along the 
surface of the plate under pressure, and impa:rting the necessary ink, they 
forced the air along the gutters between the stamp devices on the plate, and 
owing to the complete surrounding of the plate with the Jubilee line, this 
air had no natural outlet, and caused trouble with the inkers.' '' 

The Philate'lists• Exchange Club. 
Mr. Louis Gillen, Hon. Supt. of the South African Sa:les Branch, is very 

ple:uied with the results obtained from packets so far circulated. Three 
packets amounting to £84 have been broken up, from which sales were £26. 
At the time of writing six other packets, value £464, are in circulation . .with 
sales up to date of £78. From such packets as we have seen, a very good 
clai,.s of stamp is usually included. Any reader of the "S.A.P .. " requiring· 
a cop:,:· of the rules or further information should write direct to Mr. Gillen, 
P.O. Box 293, Pretoria. 

Correction. 
In Mr. Coch's advertisement in the December issue, his box number was 

wrongly given. 
Would readers please note that Mr. Coch'!! correct address is Box 1076. 

Johannesburg. 

E. BEUTHIN 
EXPERT IN RARE STAMPS. 

My Specialities are 
CAPE TRIANCULARS and COLONIAL IMPERFORATES. 

STAMPS SENT ON APPROVAL-References, please. 

E. BEUTHIN, Stamp Dealer, 
17, GREEN'S BUILDINGS, COMMISSIONER STREET, 

(Opp. Corner House), 

JOHANN ESBU RC. 
P.O. BOX 6749. 'PHONE 1953. 
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Everu Stamp Brilliant Mint. 
BARBADOS, DOMINICA, 

s. d. 
1897-¼d. to 2/6 25 0 1903-½d. to 1/-
1904-¼d. to 2/6 22 0 2/- and 2/6 
1912-¼d. to 3/- 45 0 5/-

1907-6d. 
B. BECH UANALAND. 5/-

1887-2;- 7 0 FALKLAND ISLANDS, 2/6 7 6 
5;- 16 6 1898-2/6 
10/- 22 0 5/-

1904-½d. to 1/-
B. EAST AFRICA. 3.i-

1896-½ a. to 5 r. 35 0 
51-... 

1897-1 and 2 rupees 17 6 GAMBIA. 3 rup@es 15 0 
4 rupees 22 0 1898-½d. to 1/-5 rupees 25 0 1902-½d. to 3/-

B. GUIANA. 
1904-½d. to 1/-

2/-
1905-2 dols. 40 C. 40 0 1906--½d. on 2/6 

B. HONDURAsi· ld. on 3/-
1909--½d. to 3/-

1891-1 dol. 7 0 
2 dols. 20 0 N. NIGERIA, 
5 dols. 35 0 

1907-1 dol. 7 6 1900-½d. to 1/-
2 dols. 18 6 2/6 
5 dais. 38 0 10/-

1S02----.-ld. to 2/6 
CAYMAN ISLANDS. 10/-

1905-½d. to 1/-
1901-½d. to 1/- 15 0 2/6 
1905-½d. to 1/- 15 0 1910-½d. to 5/-
1907-4d., 6d., 1/-. 15 0 10/-

5/- 30 0 1912-½d. to 10/- ... 
½d. on 5/- 45 0 20/-
ld. on 5/- 35 0 

1908-10/- 24 0 s. NIGERIA, 
1912---10/-, vV.B. 25 0 

1901-½d. to 2/6 

CEYLON. 5/-
10/-

1910-10 r . ... 33 0 1902-½d. to 2/6 
5/-

E. A. and UGANDA. 10/-
20/-

190H a. to 8 annas 16 0 1904-½d. to 5/-
1 and 2 r. lo 0 10/-
3 r. 11 0 20/-
4 r. 15 0 1907-½d. to 5/-. 
5 r. 17 0 10/-
10 r. 35 0 20/-

1906-½ to 8 annas ... 11 0 1913---½d. to 5/-
1 to 5 r. 42 0 10/-
10 r. 30 0 20/-

Remittance with orcler, which will be executed per 

1·eturn mail. 

A. LINDSAY, 

s. d. 
12 0 
10 0 
30 0 
25 0 
15 0 

25 0 
18 6 
10 6 
7 0 

20 0 

15 0 
45 0 
38 0 
25 0 
15 0 
20 0 
40 0 

20 0. 
20 0 
55 0 
18 0 
17 0 
12 0 
10 0 
20 0 
18 0 
32 0 
32 0 

26 0 
17 0 
23 0 
16 0 
14 0 
17 0 
95 0 
30 0 
32 0 
65 0 
25 0 ' 
22 0 
63 0 
20 0 
18 0 
35 ~ 

"Southlands,'' 99, GIPSY HILL, LONDON, S.E.19. 
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UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

NOTES ON PLATE NUMBER~ 
BY G. w. REYNOLDS. 

163 

There i.i not much to be said on the subject of Plate Numbers, but this 
short article has been written in response to a few requests for information 
in general, and particularly ai, to which Plate Numbers are obsolete, and 
which current. 

The ½d, Value,-The following Plate Numbers have so far appeared, viz.: 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7. At the time of writing Plate Numbers 5 and 6 can be 
obtained at practically any Post Office. Reg;a:rding Plate Number 7, a few 
i,heets with ihis Plate Number were recently issued in Frankfort, O.F.S., but 
sheets with this control are not yet a general issue. Regarding the earlier 
Plate Numbers, Plate Number 2 is pa:rticularly difficult to acquire, especi&lly 
in corner blocks of six. As a matter of fact, I only possess three corners 
in blocks of six, and am !!till patiently waiting to acquire the upper right 
corner. Plate Number 1 is also very scarce. The finit two Plate Numbers 
were in issue up to the end of 1916, plates 3 and 4 were first issued m 
1917, plate 5 in 1919, and pla{e 6 in 1920. Regarding Plate Numbers with 
inv()rted watermarks, I possess the four corners of the sheet of plates 4, 5, 
,and 6, plate 4 being particularly rare. I have never seen or heard of plates 
1, 2 and 3 with inverted watermark. Plates 4 a:nd 5 are known with an 
error of perfori:rtion, i.e., top margin plain and bottom margin perforated­
vice versa, of course, being normal. Plate 4 is a great rarity with this error 
of perforation; in fact, I only know of the one set of corners, possessed by 
Mr. C. E. Donne, Benoni. 

The 1d, Value,-The first sheets issued bore no Plate Number, then 
followed pla.tes 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7. the last two mentioned being current. 
It is rather strange thlrl the first i,heets issued should have been without a 
Plate Number, but this may be deemed as having been printed from Plate 
Number 1. Regarding Plate 2, a few special remarks are necessary. I a:m 
assured by Mr. Chas. Hand, of Pretoria, that Plate 2 was on sale the same 
time as sheets with no Plate Number. I ha·ve no reason to doubt Mr. Hand's 
information, but apart from what he kindly tells me, I must say that I ha:ve 
never yet seen a specimen, nor have I ever heard of anvone else who either 
possesses one or who has seen one. Plates 3 and 4 are rather scarce, and, 
strange to say, Plate 5 ii, pa:rticularly difficult to pick up. I am confident 
only a few sheets were printed from this plate. It is possible that early in 
use the plate might have been damaged, and a new one (Plate 6) ma:de. 
Rega:rding inverted watermarks, sheets from Plate Numbers 3, 6 and 7 have 
been found with waterma:rk inverted; all three Plate Numbers are scarce 
with invert0d watermarks, Plate 3 being particularly so. Some sheet!'\ with 
110 Plate Number are shown shewing the error of perforation, viz.: top margin 
plain and l0wer margin perforated-vice versa: is, of course, normal. Plates 
3 and 4, also the no Plate Number, are known with a variety of perforation, 
consisting of the one perforation being absent between the break in the 
ma1·ginal lines at both ends of all horizontal rolVs. 

The 1½d, and '2d, Val'Ues have been appeared from Plates 1 and 2. Both 
Plate Numbers of each value are still current, out the l½d. will soon be 
obsolete. It will be remembered that since this value is no longer required, 
postmasters were instructed to use up l½d. stamps on everything possible, 
such as parcels, telegrams, etc. Both Plate Numbers of the l½d. value. are 
known with watermark inverted, and both are particularly rare. Regarding 
the 2d., Plate 1 i!! known with waterrna:rk invertea, but is very scarce, while 
{ luive never seen or heard of Plate 2 with watermark inverted. Both Plate 
Nurnbers of the 2d. have appeared with the error of perforation described 
.above, but neither is very plentiful. 

The Remaining Values up to the £1 have appeared from Plate 1 only, 
and all. of course. are current. Inverted watermarks are obtainable in all 
:values except the 2s. 6d., 5s., and £1. . 
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THE STAMP MARKET. 

Ha:ving arranged with the principal London Philatelic Auctioneers to be­
furnished ;·egularly with catalogues a"!1d prices realised, we extract i,uch 
items as are thought will be of most interest to South African collectors. 
Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co., Ltd, 

£ s. d. 
BECHUANALAND: 1888, ½d. vermillion, double overprint 

(S.G. 52). mint 
CAPE OF GOOD HOPE: 1861, Id. vermillion, brilliant copy ... 
Ditto, Id. carmine, unused, very deep colour 
Ditto, 4d. blue, fine colour, and good margins 
1863-64, Id., magnificent mint block of 14 ... 
Ditto, magnificent used block of four 
1887, Anchor, 5s., mint block of four 
CA Y~L\N ISLANDS: War stamp, l½d. on 2½d., complete mint 

pane of 120, with all the errors 
GA1\1BJ.-\.: 1869, 4d. pale brown, fine used copy 
Ditto, 1869, 6d. blue, superb unsued ... 
Ditto, 1886-87, 2d. yellow-buff, used, unpriced 
NATAL: 1857, Id. buff, clear embossing, full size, superb copy 
Ditto, 1857, 6d. green, used copy, fine embm1sing 
Ditto, 1857, ls. buff, unused and extremely rare 
Ditto, 1895, ½d. on 6d. violet, mint pane (60) 
Ditto, 1908-09, £1, purple and black on red, superb used 
Ditto, ditto, mint . . . . . . . . . . .. 
ORANGE RIVER COLONY: 1905-7, 4d. error, "1IOSTAGE," 

used on piece 
TRINIDAD: April, 1847, the Lady McLeod, used 
ZULULAND: ½d. green, mint, inverted overprint 
Ditto, 1894-6, £5, purple and black, fine used 
Ditto, 1888, 5s., mint and superb 

Messrs. Glendining & Co., Ltd. 
CEYLON: 1857-8, 8d. brown, S.G. 13, fine pmk. 
Ditto, 9d. purple brown, S.G. 14, good copy 
Ditto, 2s. blue, S.G. 30, light pmk., well centred ... 
CAPE OF GOOD HOPE: 1861, woodblock, Id. carmine, sm11I: 

margins ... . .. 
RHODESIA: 1891, ½d. on 6d., and 2d. on 6d., both bright 

unused copies, the two 
Ditto, 1891, 4d. on 6d. blue, mint ... 
Ditto, 1891, 8d. on ls. brown, mint 
Ditto, 1896, Id. on 3d., S.G. 51, superb mint 
Ditto, 1896, Id. on 4s., S.G. 52, superb mint 

TRANSVAAL: June, 1900, £5, deep green,· mint 

The Gibbens' Catalogues. 

19 0 
22 0 0 
16 10 0 

4 0 0 
19 10 0 
10 0 0 
114 0 

116 0 
1 10 0 
112 0 

13 0 
6 5 O· 
l 16 0 
I 14 0 
1 10 0 
2 17 0 
4 4 0 

18 0 
30 0 0 
1 0 0 
2 5 0 
118 0 

7 10 0 
4 10 0 
5 5 0 

6 6 0 

l 4 0 
1 1 O· 
1 1 0 
3 0 0 
114 0 

10 0, 

We learn from the "Monthly Journa:l" for November that the British 
Edition will not be ready for some months, and that Part H. is out of print 
so far as the English Edition is concerned. There is not likely to be a new 
Foreign Ca:talogue on sale till about June or July next. 

RARE BRITISH COLONIALS. 
I make a speciality of Rare British Colonials and hold a very fine 

stock of AFRICANS. 
Selections sent on approval against references. 

T. A L L E N, 
"Craigard," Blake Hall Road, Wanstead, London, E. 11, England 
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~ 
SOCIETY NEWS I ~ 

~ 
~ Items of Interest from the various Centres. 

East London Philatelic Society. 
President: Mr. ·w. B. Lloyd. Hon. Secretary: ,Mr. J. B. Levy, Box 372, E.L. 
Meetings held in Mr. Courlander's Office, third Fridays, 7 .30 p.m. Junior 

Society meetings held at Selborne College. last Friday each month.) 
There was a good attendance at the meeting held on 16th November, 

Mr. Carnell in the chair. A letter was read from the B.S.A. Co., London, 
with reference to the letter sent by the Society concerning Rhodesian re­
mainders. 'fhe business of the evening was a display of Union stamps by 
~feRsrs. Bell, Shingler, Levy. and Wiggill. Some very fine varieties were 
shewn, and a very pleasant evening spent. 

Philatelic Society of Rhodesia. 
Pres.: :!\fr. L. H. ·Whitmore. Hon. Sec.: Mr. C. Rogers, Box 738, Buhrwayo. 

:!\feetings held third Tnesda·y each m011tl1. Exchange Hni!diugs. 
At the meeting held on 22nd November, Mr. Thornton presided. The 

most important business was to obtain a definite meeting place, since the 
fast five meetings have been held in different places. Mr. Thornton, 
.supported by Mr. Scott-Russell, made an appeal to all member& to endeavour 
to be present at forthcoming meetings, when important lectures will be given. 

Mr. Thornton exhibited his collection of Rhodesians, and a big discussion 
followed on the subject of one stamp surcharged ld., no stop, but the dis­
<Jussion wa-s not finally closed. 

The Society will be pleased to exchange packets with any Philatelic 
Society in the Union. 

Johannesburg United Philatelic So,ciety. 
Pres., Mr. C. W. Reid. lion. Sec., Mr. M. P. Vallentine, P.O. Box 4967. 

)feetings are held every second and fourth Thursday in the Board Room, 
Trust Buildings, Fox Street, at 8 p.m. 

01i Tuesday, 27th November, the President was in the chair, and the new 
sylla-bus was handed to members and discussed. 

In order to make meetings more congenial, it was suggested to try 
other premises, but this was out-voted by a suggestion to ask the caretaker 
to make present premises more comfortable. 

. 1~xhibits for the evening were :-King's head, Nigeria, C. Vi'. Reid; old 
issues of Rhodesia, J. E. M. Coch; varieties of Union 2½d., A. F. Johnstone; 
Rec:tangula-r Capes, S. Waring; Baden and Bavaria, M. Wertheim; Society's 
<:ollection of Europe, Mr. Houbert; general collection by Mr. Doyle. 

There were 13 inembers present at the 286th meeting held on 11th 
December. Severlj.l new issues were shewn by members, including recent 
German surcharges, such as 200 million, 20 milliards etc. Messrs. Coch 
:and Reid were the only two exhibitor& for the evening. A general discussion 
on the management of stamp auctions and other subjects concluded the 
evening's business. 

RARE BRITISH AFRICANS 
ARE MY SPECIALITIES. 

I hold an exceptionally fine stock. Prices are very rea-sonable. 
---Selections a-re sent on approval against references.---

T. ALLEN, 
"Craigard," Blake Hall Road, Wanstead, London, E. 11, England 
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Pretoria Philatelic Society. 
Prei;,.: Mr. N. van Malsen. Hon. Sec.: Mr. A. P. Obermeyer, Box 309. 

Meetings held at Market Restaurant, 2nd and 4th Monda:ys, 8 p.m. 
At the meeting held on 10th December, Mr. S. A. Klagsbrun exhibited 

his collectian of Pietersburg, and read a paper on these interesting stamps, 
which was much enjoyed by those present. 

The Hon. Secretary has sent a circular letter addressed to the members. 
of the Society, reading as follows:-

" I am instructed to inform you that at the ordinlt'l"y meeting held on 
Monday, 10th December last, it was unanimously decided that, with regard to 
the many l.oliday& during this month, no further meetings be held in Dec., 
1923, and ihat the annua,l meeting of the Society take place on Monday, 
January ,th, 1924. . 

The following gentlemen have been proposed for membership, and will be 
ballotted for at this meeting, viz.: Mr. L. Gillen and Rev. J. A. Girdler. 

The annual meeting will be preceded by a special meeting to consider the· 
following notices of motion :-

(1) By Mr. C. Ha-nd, 'That in future old section 13 of Rules again be 
adhered to, viz. : " Ordinary meetings shall be held on the first and third 
Monday of Pach month." 

(2) B~· Mr. W. J. Harrington, to amend Bye Law No. 9 by adding: 
' Stamps to he sold by auction shall be mounted, fully described, and if 
possible numbered aiccording to S.G. Catalogue. Any defect shall be men­
tioned, Su,,h stamp& shall be sold: 

(a) ,v,thout reserve--in which case no sale shall be effected unless more 
than one bid is made, or 

(li) ,,·ith a reserve--which shall be announced by the auctioneer, who 
shall not accept a•ny bid lower than such reserve price. 

In no case may a seller bid for his own stamps." 

· East Rand Philatelic Society. 
President: Mr. C. E. Donne. Hon. SecretaQ·: Mr. Thos. '\Yood, Box 4,, 

Boksburg. 
At the meeting held on December 19th, there was a record attendance 

both of members and visitors. The chief business of the evening was a paper 
and exhibit of N~·asaland by ,Mr. Kent; the paper was exceptionally interest­
ing both as regards general and posta:l ·history, while the exhibit was particu­
larly fine. lfr. "'ood shewed a collection of Mafeking Besieged, lent by 
Col. Bottomley, giving a few notes illustrating them, while he also exhibited 

· about ten examples of No. 1 in the Catalogue of British Colonies. Mr. 
Ha,gger exhibited a die proof and a forgery of Cape of Good Hope, while 
Mr. Donne shewed a few examples of French stamps which presented diffi­
culties in indentification. Exhibitors were thanked and the visitors, including 
several ladi.es, were welcomed. 

At the next meeting Mr. A. F. Johnstone will exhibit his Union collection. 

BRIDGER & KAY, LTD. 
170, STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 2. 

Whatever you want in STAMPS we can fill your needs. Our 
complete series of stock books of all countries will repay inspec­
tion by any collector. 

NOW READY-1923 PRICE LIST OF 

BRITISH COLONIAL STAMPS 
100 Pages. PRICE 1S. (refunded against purchases), 

Giving our selling quotations for pra,ctically all issues of the 
Stamps of Great Britain and Colonies. 
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South West African Varieties at Auctilon. 
Mr. Am1ley Watts has been good enough to inform us that various, 

errors and varieties of the South West African issue disposed of by auction in 
London brought the following price!:! :- £ s. d. 
2d. inverted overprint, mint, single copy 2 2 (} 
2d. inverted overprint, mint, pair 3 10 .0 
6d. normal overprint, but with " Z " in " Zuid " missing 12 6 

The above stamps were sold by Messrs. H~rmer & Co., while the following 
prices were obtained by Messrs. Puttick & Simpson:-
½d. postage, mint block of four, "·wes" 12 6 
ld. postage, mint block of four, "Wes" ... ... 12 6 
ld. po&tage, mint block of four, one stamp shewing variety "Af.rica" 12 6-
2d. due, mint pair, one stamp with blunt foot of 2 12 6 

Our corespondent also mentions tha,t he noticed in "Stamp Collecting" 
that £8 was the price realised for a block of four, 2d. inverted overprint. 

l 

WANTED-

CAMBIA, 
Also other British West Africans. 

A. F. JOHNSTONE, 
P.O. BOX 6006, JOHANNESBURG. 

SAFEST, CHEAPEST and MOST INTERESTING SYSTEM of fiilling up blanks is to 
inspect the Packets of the 

South Afric.an Branch of the PHILATELISTS' EXCHANGE CLUB, 
Sheets always in circulation from all countries. Packets insured during circulation. 

BUYERS AND CONTRIBUTORS URGENTLY NEEDED. 
Rules and full particulars from Hon. Supt. :-

L. CILLEN, 
(Member, Rhodesian P.S.) 

BOX 293, PRETORIA, SOUTH AFRICA, 

ST. HELENA and SEYCHELLES. 
WANTED: Various Mint and Fine Used Copies, to complete collec­

tion. Correspondence invited. 

P.O. BOX 2. 
C. E, DONNE, 

BENONI. 

GREETINGS. 

TRANSVAAL, 

"rishing my Clients and Friends Health, Happiness and Prosperity 
this coming twelve-months, I am pleased to announce the following 
startling price reductions, viz. :-
8 Transvaal 1896 ½d.-2/6 mint... 1/6 

(12/6 per doz. sets) 
4 Transvaal (S.G. Nos. 331, 361, 

364, 409) mint ... ... ... ... ... 2/6 
(21/- ptr doz. sets) 

1 Union of S.A. 5/-, fine used ... 1/6 

13 Bosnia 1906, pictorial, used ... 
20 Nyasa 1901, complete with 

Prov's . .................... . 
10 Nyasa 1910 .................... . 
16 Nyasa 1921 .................... . 
10 Liberia 1921, used ... ... ... . .. 

3/6 

A. LICHTENSTEIN, Philatelist;, 
BOX 33, ROUXVILLE, O.F.S. 
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SMALL ADVERTS. (Rate: 2d. per word.) 

FNUSED SOUTH AFRICAN POSTAGF. STAMPS. Quotations with 
pleasure on Stanley Gibbons' Catalogue numbers .-GEO. CHIPP, P.O. Cala, 
Tembuland. 

"WANTED URGENTLY for Cash: Rhocle&ian Stamps in wholesale 
quantities (no ½cl. or ld.) .- A. LICHTENSTEIN, Philatelist, Box 33, 
Rouxville, O.F.S. 

FOR SALE : Union 4cl. Inverted ,vatermark, Scl. each , pa:irs or blocks. 
Postage extra.-FTNLAY DICK, 25, Tenth Avenue, Durban. 

RHODESIANS: 60 different mint and used, 21/-.- H. MALLET-VEALE, 
Kafue, Rhodesia . 

JOIN A CLUB- THE BEST IS 

The Southern Cross Collectors Club 
COLLECTORS OF STAMPS, COINS, POSTCARDS, ETC., 

IN ALL COUNTRIES. 
Exchange your duplicates with re liable collec t ors the world over And· form lasting 

friendship a t the same time 
Large Code of Phrases and Sentences for use in Exchanging, and Keys in several 

languages. 
OFFICIAL ORGAN-

"THE SOUTH ER N CROSS COLLECTOR," 
The Best Journal of its kind in Australasia. 

Published Bi-Monthly. Free during Membership. Specimen Copy Sent Gratis. 
SUBSCRIPTION, 4s. per annum. Entrance Fee, 1s. 

ADVERTISEMENT RATES, ENROLMENT FORMS, etc .. from 

L. F. SIMONSEN, 
BOX 1346, G.P.O., MELBOURNE, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA. 

RHODESIA 

1917 Provisional, "Half Penny" 
on ld ., with 

SURCHARGE INVERTED, 
S.G. No. 280a. Guaranteed. 

Price £10, 
Write :-

E.C.B., 
Box 806, BULAWAYO. 

I have for clisposal-

T RA NSV AAL 
½cl. Perforated C.S.A.R. . . . 2/· 
ld. P erforat ed C.S. A.R. . . . 1 /6 

Ca&h with Order, Please. 

Also most of Errors of the South 
West Africa overprint, prices on 
application . 

Box 30. 
M. L, LEVITT, 

WINDHOEK. 

THE UNION 
STAMP EXCHANCE 

Manager: E . TAMSEN. 
Based on principal 0£ Exchange 

by Collectors for Collectors. 
Nylstroom Transvaal, 

First class selections to choose from 
-- on favourable conditions. -­
Rarities supplied from Wa:nt List. 

B. MENDELSOHN, 
19, Rue de Chateaudun, Paris, 

France. 
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