81'O'.".'18WOOD& ANIJ

co.,

NE\v-II1'11I~.~1'

I.oXJJOli'

8QUAllF.

ENGLAND
.'ND

SOU·TH AFRIOA

ENGLAND
AND

SOUTH AFRICA

BY

ED'V. J. GIBBS, M.A.

LONDON

LONG1IANS, GREEN,

"A~D

AND NEW YOUR: 15 EAST 16 b STREET

1889
,1H " l:;lits

'"uerIJf'd

CO.

DEDICATED
BY PERMISSIO!{
TO

ALEX. JAS. 1tIACDONALD, ESQ.
LONDON:

DEAlt

MR.

.August 10, 1889.

MACDONALD,

I have to thank you for your permission to dedicate
this book to you. Your knowledge of South Africa, and your
long residence in and travels through the Cape Colony and
Natal, have enabled you to provide me with many hints and
criticisms. I do not pretend to have written from materials
collected by my own travel and observation. All that I have
attempted is to give a general history of the main features of
our policy and conduct, especially since the abolition of slavery
and the' trekking' of the Boers. But I believe that this resume
will be found useful. Events pass so rapidly that even those
of ten years ago are forgotten by the ordinary reader, or only
recollected in a hazy sort of way. For this reason, and because
of the importance of the subject, you thought that a new compendium, which should take a general review, would be desirable.
There can be 110 doubt but that the general interest in South
Africa is duo to the goM. discoveries, as was the case in Australia
and Cu,lifornia. But I do not regard the gold-mining inuustry
as the greatest or the most useful.
I remain, dear

~{r. ~{acdona1U,

Yours faithfully,

ED'VARD J. GIBBS.
ALKX. JAS. MA.CDONALU, Ef:jQ.
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ENGLAND AND SOUTn AFRICA

lJa'l"Cf/I'e.81.t1dectis et debellt.~re sl!:pm"bos,

Our mission, under the
guidance of the parochial economists called Ministers for the
Colonies, has been to submit meekly to defeat, to throw all responsibilityon the colonists themselves, to refuse protectorates,
and abandon conquests. It was not the British Government that
conquered India, or annexed the vast tenitories in the NorthWest of America. And in the same way it will appear that
our treatment of the Cape Colony and South Africa has been so
mean, so niggardly, and so unwise as to have created a strong
party which seems to be watching for some more congenial
alliance. In a hundred years Gaul was conquered by the
Romans, and completely Latinised. In a hundred years at the
Cape we have not advanced one step beyond two opposing
languages, nationalities and policies. What is worse, many of
our own people openly side with the Dutch, and pursue an antiEnglish policy. The Cape Government of to-day is dominated
by the Boer faction. Dut though we rule almost in spite or
ourselves, though we carry the principle of lu.issoz jc"ire to the
most absurd extremes, though our connection with the colonies
is personal and commercial rather than national, yet perhaps
even a British Government may recognise the fact of pecuniary
loss as well as the loss of power and influence. In the following
pages I have described too briefly and with too little indignation
the surrender made to the Boers of the Transvaal. But I have
not shown sufficiently the baneful effects of this cowardly policy.
In 1881, after the battle of ~fajuba Hill, l\fr. Gladstone shielded
his surre:nder under the plea of an aversion to blood-shed. It
is more probable that his chief thought was for his budget, and
his fixed resolve to sacrifice any part of the Empire rather than
ask money for its defence. In 1884 there was even less excuse,
and the treaty with the rebel Boers appears to have been merely
the res~lt of a wish to get rid of as much of our Colonial Empire
as could possibly be alienated at once. Even Lord Derby, who
was by no means a successful Minister fur the Colonit's, declared
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When we interfered for their help, they were not only utterly
bankrupt, but they were defeated beyond hope of recovery by the
Basutos. We restored to them security, we brought in riches,
we built their towns, we paid enormous prices for their land,
we developed mines which, in their hands, might have remained
untouched for centuries. In July 1886, the town Johannesberg
did not exist; its public office was a small canvas tent, and it,s
officials three government servants. In 1887, the Transvaal
Government received from the local revenue alone 131,969l., as
the income from the digging community round the town. In
December 1886, the customs dues at Johannesberg were 265l.
In November 1887, they were 8,752l. Theyare immensely
larger now. And although the attention of the British public
is just now concentrated on the Witwatersrand, there is every
reason to believe that the De Kaap district will also improve. Mr.
Charles Cowen, in a short pamphlet, published at J ohannesberg,
says: 'The circumstances which have depressed Darberton-, Rnd in using that name we indicate the industrial area of which
'Barberton may be considered the centre--we need not consider,
, for they arose less from any want of intrinsic worth in the mines
'than from events which were made to operate against their
, success for the time being.'
But I have intended that this book should refer less to
financial prospects than to political considerations. It will, 1
think, be clear that the surrender of the Transvaal was a blunder
of Lhe worst kind, but for us the question is: 'How can that
11 uuder be repaired? '
It is tolerably clear tlmt, at the end of 1883, the Transvaal
Government had arrived at the conclusioll that ]\11'. Gladstone
would complete his work by a grant of absolute independence.
It was then proposed to place the country under a German or
Dutch protectorate, to unite with the Dutch party in the Cape,
to obtain possession of Decbuunaland and all the territory from
N 11ll1aqualal1d 011 the 'Vest to Natal, and practically to drive the
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IN the following pages I have endeavoured to give an impartial
account of the progress of Great Britain in South Africa. Unhappily it is impossible to be impartial without being severe.
Men of English descent have indeed raised the Cape Colony and
Natal from very small beginnings to prosperity and yearly increasing success. This has been done in the face of many and
severe trials. On the one hand, we had to contend with the
Boers, a population of European origin and language, who were
then many times more numerous than our own colonists, sullen
in temper, sore with defeat, and above all fanatically attached to
the heaven-appointed institution of slavery. On the other hand
was a vast native population, for the most part brave, vigorous
and determined, eager to preserve their lands from spoliation
and themselves from enforced labour, but withal treacherous
and bloodthirsty. It speaks well for the vigour of the English
race that we should, so far, not only have held our own but have
advanced with rapid strides in material and moral prosperity.
But the praise that is due to the British settler must be withheld from the British Government. We boast of our Colonial
Empire. It is the out-come and the growth of individual effort
and private association. For many years the British Government seems to have been doing all it could to hamper, to
harass, and to alienate our colonies, and to have used one
stereotyped reply to all complaints: ' You may go whenever Y011
please.' The Romans of old boasted that it was their mission
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that he had been compelled to concede to the Transvaal deputies
much more than he approved of. Who compE.>lled him? lie
was master of the Colonial Office, but he was not the autocrat
of' Great Britain. It can only have been :Mr. Gladstone's
wishes and resolves that coerced Lord Derby into the second,
the absolutely needless, the absolutely purposeless, surrender of
188"4. But perhaps I should scarcely say purposeless, for very
probably there was a distinct purpose to get rid of the Transvaal altogether.
And what is it that we have endeavoured to throwaway P
Probably the richest tract of land in the whole world. The
British public, including the residents in Cape Oolonyand Natal,
as well as the shareholders in London, have invested about
twenty millions in the Transvaal, and the present market value
of the gold shares is perhaps more nearly forty millions. The
popUlation is now, as always, divided into European and native.
Ten years ago there were four Europeans of Dutch origin for
one of English. Now there are more than three English for two
Boers. Yet the English have no votes, no control over the
finances, no share in the rapidly growing surplus of revenue.
As the law stands at present all residents for more than five
years have a right to vote, and if that law remains we shall as
certainly see an English party in the Transvaal as we now see a
Dutch party in the Cape. But the President suggests that a
residence of fifteen years shall be necessary, and so hopes to
secure his power for au indefinite term. In the Cape we givo
the disloyal Boers the same rights of voting as we give to men
of British race. In the Transvaal we allow the rebel Boers to
make laws for Englishmen who are the most numerous of the
European residents, the owners of three-fourths of the property,
the builders of the chief towns, the bankers and mcrclmnts, the
capitalists who are willing to build railways and develop the
resources of the country. And what do the Boers owe to us?
Everything; their very existence, and all their probperity.
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British out of South Africa. Indeed, this was an open and
frequent boast of the malcontents. But the deputation sent to
Europe to secure these results was not entirely successful. The
wealth of the Transvaal had become apparent. Mr. Gladstone
was willing to grant a great measure of 'home rule' but not to
withJraw altogether. Prince Bismarck was not inclined to
embroil himself with England, and the United States and
Holland, to which States, as well as to Russia, the Transvaal
delegates were accredited, would have none of their schemes.
Much as we surrendered it was less than had been expected.
The pressing question now is the return of the Transvaal and
of the Orange Free State to the condition of British provincrs,
and the further development of South Africa by railways and
settlements. The German schemes of rivalry are probably less
cherished than they were. Prince Bismarck has discovered that
his consuls and representatives abroad have behaved with great
indiscretion. An attempt on Damaraland was brought to signal
grief by the determined preference of the chief for the protection
of England rather than of Germany. It needs now only a firm
and determined policy on our side to secure the predominance
in South Africa. May we hope that at length such a policy
will be adopted? The first step is to insist that British inhabitants of the Transvaal shall have equal rights of voting and
representation with the Boers. The next is to insist upon such
concessions as will bring railways direct from Cape Town and
Natal to Pretoria and Barberton. The third is to inaugurate a
more vigorous and continuous policy in the countries not yet
settled completely, in Swazieland, Bechuanaland, Damaralancl.
There is work enough here for Lord Knutsford, work of which
the reward is likely to be greater than we have yet reaped from
any of our colonies. With a settled government, all these
countries would afford splendid fields for emigration, and
seems probable that nenrlyall nre as rich in minerals as they
fertile for Rg'ricultm·p.
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