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crowded company. Wine and fruit were 
presented him, which he accepted with a.p
parent satisfaction; his eyes glistened with 
delight on viewing the table and the guests. 
All evinced a pleasing emulation in paying 
court to this s\varthy son of Africa, by every 
mark of attention which might convey fa
vorable impressions of the British character. 
On returning to his country and govern .. 
Inent, he could not fail to make known the 
hospitable reception, and kind treatment 
,vhich he met with at the Cape" 

It was no bad policy for the government 
to make friends of such a btave and enter
prising race of men, and may eventually be 
attended with the happiest consequences. 

The dress of our chief was of that· kind, 
that seemed ill-calculated for the parade of 
the drawing.rooln. It brought to recollec
tion the primeval state of man, when his 
,vants ,vere felv, and easily satisfied. His 
head-dress consisted of a pI urne . of ostrich 
feathers, fastened by a brass fillet; his body 
wrapped round ,vith the skin of a tigeJ·, 
with the rough side turned in\vards. A brass 
girdle encircled the lo\yer part of it. lIe 

,yore 
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\vore three large ivory bracelets on his left 
arm, which latter is, alDong the CafITes, an 
honorable mark of distinction, being the 
badge of merit, or reward of pro\vess. The 
killing of a lion, or an elephant, is sometimes 
honored with an additional ring of ivory. 
It fits closely to the arm, and has received 
a very neat polish from their hands. 

It was rumoured at the Cape that he was 
Angola, a brave and enterprising chief, who 
had distinguished himself in the late Caffre 
war. He was attended by an interpreter, 
who, being formerly in the service of a 
Dutch Boor, had acquired their language. 
This attendant recognised an officer present, 
whom he had seen on duty in the wilds of 
Africa; he had been taken prisoner by the 
British troops, and mildly dealt with ;-even 
at this distance of time, his countenance 
seemed expressive of mingled gratitude and 
pleasure in beholding a face that seenled 
familiar to him. I could fancy him busily 
employed in giving an account of his cap
ture to his chief, by his pointing \vith his. 
finger to the officer as be spoke. The Caff'res 
\vhistle in a peculiar shrillinanner, and are 

E 2 heard 
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heard at a considerable distance. As to 
these little traits of character in an almost 
unknown race of men, you ,vill readily par
don my giving them to you as they presented 
themselves in this interesting ~oment. 

'The Caffres are in general tall, muscular, 
and athletic; the present subject of my 
gleanings was not much above the middle 
size of Europeans. A conscious air of free
dom that marked his different movements, 
an aninlated countenance that indicated pe-

. netration and discernment, added to a cer
tain dignity of manner, composed a tout 
ensemble peculiarly suited to the character 
of a free nation. They had not the narrow 
visage, nor prominent cheek-boneB of the 
Hottentot, but, upon the whole, bore a 
nearer resclnblance to an European coun
tenance. The present king of the Caffres is 
G aica; he has under him a number of in .. 
fcrior chiefs, ,vho acknowledge his author
ity, and who are ever ready to obey his 
comlnands.-The establishing of a friendly 
intercourse between thos/e respective inde
pendent chiefs, and the government at the 
Cape, ought surely not to be neglected. To 

prevent 
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prevent the encroachments of the Boors on 
the frontiers of the colony, and to check 
those multiplied violations of their natural 
rights, which by the Dutch colonist have 
been but too often practised with impunity, 
are measures of sound policy. 

The late disturbances that took place in 
the Cape country, which required the inter
position of the strong arm of government to 
suppress, is well known to have been fo .. 
mented and encouraged by the Boors of the 
more distant parts of the colony, aided and 
abetted by the insidious machinations of a 
few residents at the Cape. The Caffres 
,vere made the dupes of their mingled cun
ning and tre!achery, and brought forward to 
sustain the brunt of the war. Far removed 
from the seat of government, those incen
diaries flattered thelnselves that they were 
beyond the reach of punishment, and that 
they might with perfect security, amid the 
wilds of Africa,. bid defiance to colonial laws 
and regulations,. and sound the trumpet 
of rebellion. Many of those demi-savages 
of Africa deserted their families and houses 
on the approach of the British troops, fear-

E 3 ing 
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ing the punishment due to their crimeli;, and 
being excellent ~arksmen; who could easily 
annoy the march of regular troops, they 
carried on an irregular kind of warfare. 

In the same manner, ,ve may easily con· 
ceive, did the Caffres carry on their opera .. 
tions ;-they sometimes made their appear ... 
ance in numerous bodies, ad vancing ~low'ly 
in the form of a wedge. Concealed in their 
woods and fastnesses, they acted with more 
effect; and from, their superior knowledge 
of the country, were at times successful 
against a few straggling parties of British 
troops. These transactions are so involved 
in uncertainty and obscurity, that we cannot 
pretend to remove the veil. N obvithstanding 
the fatiguing marches, in pursuing the steps of 
an ever active enemy, ready to take advan
tage of their follo,vers, and letting no occasion 
slip when they might dart their assigays with 
effect, the vigorous and decisive measures 
of government, in a short time restored the 
tranquillity of the country. 1'he possessions 
of the Caffres were acknowledged and se· 
cured to them. Such of those infatuated 
Boors ,vllo were most forward in fomenting 

discontent, 
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discontent, and in exciting opposition, ,vere 
made prisoners, and marched to the Cape, 
,vhere they still remain in confinement. 
'They must sensibly feel this sudden reverse 
of fortune, entailed upon themselves by their 
treacherous conduct to a brave race of men, 
as well as by an unnatural rebellion against 
a mild government. We here see, my 
friend, that the sequestered regions of Africa 
have not been exempt from the scourge, of 
revolutionary principles, and the factious 
spirit of modern Europe. 

I r~main, &c. 

E4 
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LEIT Ell VIII. 

The condition ot slave~y ~Qnsidered-The Malay and Mosam .. 
bique slaves--Their daily employment-Meagre fare-:-Slavea 
often sold by auction-The c~lonists, particul~rly ~he la4ies~ 
fond of frequenting those sales- ·Consequent re~arks~ . 

J N a former letter I hinted my intention 
~f laying before you some particular~ rela~ 
tive to the sl~.ves of this colouy. Unhappy 
race! how often have you tottered under 
the heavy burden imposed by your unfeel"'! 
ing ma~ters! In conte[npI~tiQg your hard 
lot among mankind, the generous bosom 
will certainly experience those finer feelings 
of our nature which ever accolDpany the 
;lrd" nt wishes of thousands for your emanci
pation. Is complexion alone the grand (aha
racteristic of slavery? Since your swarthy 

coloring 
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coloring was given you by our common pa
l"ent, is it for this that you are dooined to be 
hunted do\vn in your cahn retreats, torn 
from your fainilies and homps, and carried 
by the trafficker in human flesh to the lnart 
of avarice? 'rhough, for a while, the united 
efforts of many celebrated characters have 
proved fruitless in the abolition of this trade, 
yet, still a gleatn of hope pervades the phi
lanthropic mind, that ere long the legislature 
of a free and e~lightened country will inter
fere with redoubled energy in behalf of the 
violated rights of humanity, and remove the 
foul stain that blots the European character. 
'Ve ought ever to keep in mind, that ,vhat 
is mor~lly wrong, can never be politically 
right. It has been asserted by many, that 
the condition, and manner of treatment of 
the slaves at the Cape, is better and -prefer
able to that which they experience in other 
European settlements. Are the Dutch set
tlers at the Cape more alive to the feelings 
of humanity than those of other countries? 
Are they more attentive to the little warl' S 

of their slaves, or does a greater degree of 
~onfidence subsist between beth parties, than 

5 IS 
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is to be found else\vhere? Are their labors 
less" severe, or less scrupulously exacted? 
'Vhile the characters of men are so various 
and diversified, those under their ilnmediate 
control must experience, more or less, bad 
treatment, according to the different humors 
and tempers of their masters. The African 
planters are not, indeed, over burdened with 
these finer sensibilities of our nature, which 
at times occasion a fe\v alterations from rec
titude, yet often prove an exhaustless source 
of delight. 

The Malay and Mosambique slaves prin ... 
cipally compose those of the Cape. The 
former are distinguished by their copper 
color; and the'latter by a jet black, and 
thick lips. rrhe Malay, cruel and revenge
ful in his disposition, is allowed to possess a 
better ca.pacity for instruction, and when 
taught a trade, becolnes a source of profit 
to his master.-The l\losambique slave has 
a dull, inanimated appearance strongly 
stamped upon him, indicating, as it ,,,ere, an 
inferiority of intellect. As these are less 
dangerous from the tameness of their nature, 
and Inore apt to become attached to their 

nlaster~, 
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masters, thp,y f<;>rm a very numerous class of 
the Cape slaves. 

A number of these poor wretches are 
daily elDployed in carrying burdens of fire
wood to to,vn, borne across their shoulders. 
Towards evening the great road leading into 
town is crowded with returning slaves, al
IDost exhausted under their loads. For this 
they travel about ten or t,velve miles. It i.s 
astonishing lvith "\vhat ease they move under 
their burdens, and it is no unusual thing for 
them, to trundle them along the greatest part 
of the way. \Vhcn they leave their master~s 
house in the morning, they are provided 
with some bread, and slleep's-tail to supply 
the place of butter. A portion of dried fish 
is sometimes added, to enrich their repast. 
The ,vood that is thus conveyed to town, is 
either consumed in their master's family, or 
disposed of to his advantage.. The harassed 
negro has probably next morning, at day-

. ·break, the saIne journey to re-COIDlnencc, 
furnished ,vith the same meagre fare" and 
the same heavy burden to totter under. 
Sueh runa\vay slaves, as have taken refuge 
alnidst the rugged caverns of the neighbour ... 

j i~ 
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ing mountains, are fed by their companions 
from town, who ,villingly share with them 
their scanty meal. 

Among the ills incidental to a state of 
slavery, we may take into the account, that 
of passing from one master to another. Here 
there is an ever-shifting scene of all kinds 
of property, and the poor slave is destined to 
experience a similar transfer. On the e~ .. 
barrassment, or death of his master, it may 
indeed sometimes happen, that the slave 
profits by the change, but this is regulated 
by the chapter of accidents. Numbered 
anlong the live-stock of the. family, upon 
the death of their ma:st~rs, they are imme
diately handed about in the bill of sale, and 
when sold, the profits are as quickly laid 
hold of by the remaining branches of the 
family, in their eagerness to share the pro
perty left them. Age and length of service, 
domestic attachments, or any other binding 
ties, are but too often totally disregarded. 
No considerations of this kind can secure 
them from coming to the hammer. It is 
common to behold aged parents, with their 
families around them, exposed to public ven-

dition. 
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dition. ·The colonists at the Cape seem 
remarkably fond of frequenting those sales 
,vhich constitute, in the opinion of many, 
one of their chief" amusements. The ladies 
possess an equal desire of resor~ing to them, 
and are not scrupulously delicate in ob. 
serving those pitiable objects in a state of 
nudity. Would the ladies of our country 

• acquire any degree of enjoyment in witness-
ing scenes of this kind ~ I flatter myself not. 
Ho\vever willing to allow the Cape ladies 
credit for every personal charm, yet I can
not avoid remarking, that (in my humble 
apprehension) the accustoming themselves 
to such barbarous spectacles, IDust in some 
mann~r tend to eradicate those finer feelings 
of our nature so peculiarly apposite and be. 
comit;lg the female character. The g1istening 
eye of sensibility, that gives its ,villing tri
bute to the scene of sorro\v, or to the tale of 
woe, po~sesses in itself something of a charm 
far more attractive than the happiest assern
blage of external beauties accompanying a 
callous or unfeeling heart. 

Adieu. 
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LETTER IX. 

The subject continued-Beauty of the female slaves-Their love 
of dress, &c.-An intercourse between them and their masters 
rendered the source of profit-Daughters of families exposed 
to danger by these attendants--Severity of the Dutch masters 
-Riches can palliate the most heinous crimes-Slaves consti
tute the entire support of the fdmilies to which they beJong
Anecdote of a planter and a slave boy. 

I RESUME the subject of my last letter,. 
for I remember well, when about to leave 
the happy shores of Britain, \vhere freedom 
reigns, and to depart for the southern extre
mity of Africa, the benevolence of your 
mind prom pted you to request that I would 
make such observations on the state of the 
slaves in this colony as Iny situation might 
enable me. From the infl uence of early 
prejudices, together \vith tbe ideas of. our 

nper 



GLEANINGS IN AFRICA. 63 

riper years, ,ve are less apt to consider it as a 
criIne, that a class of men, differing in com
plexion fi·om ourselves, should for a series 
of ages have been condemned to slavery. 
\Vhen, in our intercourse with the world, 
we observe their sufferings, and the burdens 
imposed upon thern, we easily persuade our-

o sel ves, that their inferiority in the scale of 
. beings, justifies the exercise of severity to
,vards them, and sanctions the traffic in hu
man flesh; but when we see conde Inned to 
a state of slavery such as approximate the 
color of Europeans, ,ve naturally become 
alarrned, and feel it as an insult offered to 
our species. 'Vhat has led me into these 
reflections" is the number of the latter de
scription to be met with at the Cape. From 
the fair European to the black Mosambique, 
you ,vill perceive every interlnediate gra
.dation of color ;-to this ,ve may add. a. 
variety of features blended together, par
taking, in sorne degree, the characteristic 
traits of the Ya"t assemblage of different 
tri bes and nations to be met ,vith at the 
Cape. 

'rhe 
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The fetnale slaves are particularly fair in 
their complexions, and are not destitute of 
charms to the .sensual eye. Fond of dress, 
and equally ambitious to attract attention, 
they are seen on a Sunday parading the 
streets in all the tawdry finery of a modern 
courtezan. From their connection with 
Europeans, which· is connived at by their 
masters, we need no longer be surprized at 
the fairness of their complexions. An inter
course of this kind becomes a profitable con .. 
cern to the master of the family, by an 
addition (if we may be allowed the expres
sion) to his live-stock. Amidst this field of 
libeltinisnl, it frequently happens that the 
daughters of the family are not entirely 
exenlpt from danger. Being constantly at
tended by these female slaves, ,vho enjoy 
their confidence, and enter into habits of 
familiarity ,vith them, they unavoidably be
come a dangerous snare to entrap the young 
mind ;-thus the bias they receive in their 
youth, progressively expands into those little 
indelicacies of sentiment and manners, that 
by them open to misconstruction, and the 
censure of the world. 

The 
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The Dutch have been rarely behind their 
heigh bours in the exercise of severity iIi 
their eastern possessions, 'v here their pecu
liar interest or policy required it~ In the 
immediate neighbourhood of the 'waggon
road leading into town, the sad and inelan~ 
chol y spectacle may be daily witnessed of the 
mouldering bodies of poor black wretches, 
hung up i~ terrorem to the tra,rellers to and 
from the country. In a conspicuous part of 
the town the gihbet is erected, and those 
other engines of torture that were frequently 
!ecurred to as a punishment pre-vious to the 
arrival of the English. The unhappy "rretch 
about to be launched into eternity, was 
broken up~n the wheel, but those horrid 
cruelties have been now laid aside. Do we 
find froln. the I history of mankind, that in 
employing those engines of torture, the pre
vention of crimes, (which ought to be the 
scope and end of all punishment) is more 
fully a:ttained? There has hardly ever been 
an in~tance of the public execution of a 
colonist! That the white and black tnan 
should s~ffer the same punishment for the 
self:same crime, would be deemed by the 

F Dutch 
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l)utch at the Cape a political abuse, tending 
to defeat the ends of justice. Ric hes can 
palliate crimes of the deepest dye, and pur., 
chase respect to the perpetrator. 

Perhaps, in few European settlements, do 
slaves sell so high. They constitute, in fact, 
the support of the family to which they 
belong. From the sweat of their bro\v, gold 
is distilled into the pockets of their master; 
and from the easy manner in which m~ny. 
of the Cape residents are subsisted, we may 
in some degree account for the inactivity. 
and indolence that pervade the \vhole. Th~ 

labors of the slave, being thus a source of 
wealth to the family, we may naturally con
clude that every care is taKen of his exist
ence. When a fit of sickness seizes th~ 
slave, the whole house become alarmed;
if he dies, tears are shed, not for the nlere 
death of the unhappy wretch, but for tile. 
lo~s of the rix-dollars which they derived 
from his labor. So strongly is this idea of 
property rooted in the master, that the slave 
is not allowed to possess the common feel .. 
ings of his nat~re. It is from the observance 
of little traits of character, which, by the 

bye" 
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bye, come not alniss to the pen of a gleaner, 
that ,ve are enabled to form correct conclu
sions on the subject. Having one day visited 
a planter in the neighbourhood of our camp, 
I went to see a hyena, that had been caught 
the preceding night in one of those snares of 
lvhich I gave you SOlne description in a 
former letter. A slave boy, who had been 
more forward than the rest in teazing the 
poor -animal, and who, from boldness in 
approaching him, had been somewhat in 
danger, was immediately sent away by one 
of the family with the follo\ving consolatory 
reprimand, delivered in all the guttural ve
hemence of the language in which he spoke, 
-' TYas he aware, that if he chanced to be 
torn in pieces by the hyena, that hi~ master 
would sustain the irreparable loss of ji'oe 
hundred rix dollars?' Whether a sense of 
danger, or the above sound reasoning, was 
of greater use, I cannot venture to say; 
however, the" forwardness of the slave boy 
received a complete check. In this man
ner does the powerful voice of self-interest 
sweep, like the head-long torrent, every thing 
before it. 

May 
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May the genius of philanthropy ever at
tend my friend; and may the warm effu
si9ns of disinterested friendship wipe from 
his bosom every anxious care that dares to 
invade it. In the mean tilDe, 

.AdieUr 
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.LEITER X. 

I 

}'urther remarks on slavery-The origin of this great evil con-
-sidered-Slavery, as it existed among the ancients-Formerly 
.the punishment of crimes-The consequence of insolvency
Wives and children frequently sold in the latter case--The 
nrbitrary power which the chief of a family possessed over 
his children and slaves-Parents selling thelT children, an~ 
.other ground of slavery among the ancients---This un
llatural cllstom expressly forbidden by the Mosaical Jaw .. 

THE unfortunate class of mankind, who, 
by Christians, are doomed to perpetual 
slavery, is in general disregarded by the 
observers of men and manners, and not 
considered worthy the attention of the sons 
of ease and amu~nce, to whom fortune.; 
or rather Providence, bas been more favor .. 
able. 

We 
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Weare all too prone to look ~lightly over 
those evils which we do not ourselves en
dure, but which, nevertheless, sit not the 
more lightly on the ,vretched sufferers. It 
is only the be~evolent heart that can feel 
another's woe:-that can resolve to investi~ 
gate the scenes of human misery, and con
template the affiictions of his fellow-mortals 
'\Vith an eye of comlniseration-that can 
ever let the scenes of slavery attract his at
tenti~n. F~r my own part, I did not think 
the task which your benevolent curiosity 
imposed upon. me, so irksome as I have on 
experience found it, nor once considered 
what melancholy emotions would arise in 
my own mind on contemplating the ml~
fortunes of suffering humanity. 

I have, however, undertaken a, task 
which my own heart would not ha~e per
mitted me to avoid, even if I had not 
bound myself by promise to my friend, 
and, in the course of my occasional rema.rjp; .. 
have, in. a loose and desultory manner, 
communicated in my t\VO last letters the 
observations and reflections which my own 
feelings have prompted me to make on the 

evils 
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evi1s which Europe has, for her o\vn interest, 
entailed on the hapless sons of Africa. I 
was in hopes that more agreeable scenes, 
and observations of a more pleasing na
ture, would soon have furnished something 
amusing for my epistolary correspondence. 
but an unexpected interval of inaction and 
leisure, has at present prevented me from 
visiting the dispersed farms of this exten
sive colony, and of entertaining you ,vith 
an account of my gleanings in the interior 
of southern Africa. 

This moment of leisure I have employed 
in extending my observations and reflections 
00 the unhappy system of slavery, which 
has so long and so extensively prevailed, 
and been productive of such an accumu ... 
lated mass of evils to mankind. I have 
not in this investigation relied solely on 
my own observations, and my own judg
ment, but have occasionally consulted the 
best authors ,vho have treated on the sub .. 
ject. With many of these I know you 
are not unacquainted, but perhaps they 
have not made so lively an impression on 
your ,mind, a~ they have on mine, ,vhile 

F 4 every 
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every day affords me an opportunity of 
seeing the verification of their recitals, and 
the justness of their remarks. I know your 
feeling heart will accolnpany your friend 
in tracing the Qrigin, the causes, and 
consequences of one of the greatest evils 
exhibited in the moral system; and if the 
dreary and disgusting view excite in your 
breast sOlne Inelarich~Jy s~nsations, they ,viII 
be dispelled, and your mind will be exhila. 
rated by the pleasing prospect that slavery 
must be gradually approaching towards its 
extinction. . 

The vast theatre of the moral world does 
not, among all its diversified scenes, exhi .. 
bit a more disgusting spectacle than the 
existence of slavery, that odious and de. 
testable system, ,vhich gives to one man 
so undue and unnatural a power over ano ... 
there Equality among men is a chimera 
formed in the imagination of enthusiastic 
reformers; an ideal thing pleasing in an 
abstract theory, but incompatible with the 
plan of Divine Providence in the constitu
tion of the moral system. In their origin, 
it is true, all men are equal, but in their 

5. powers, 
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po-wers, natural as ,veIl as acquired, they 
are very unequal, and Nature has varied 
their talents as much as fortune, or rather 
Providence has diversified their condition .. 
Some Inen are as evidently born to govern, 
as others to obey. Due subordination nlust, 
therefore, be lnaintained between the go
'vernors and the governed, otherwise the 
bonds of civil society will be relaxed, and 
no numerous community can long subsist 
in tranquillity. This is the chain which 
links together all civilized society, and is 
the foundation and support of all rational 
liberty. . Slavery, on the contrary, that 
odiot;ls and abominable system, which rell
ders one man the property of another, i~ 
the degradation of humanity, and a direct 
violation of the law~ of Nature. 

To bring forward to distinct inspection., 
the circumstances of that system, as it has 
existed among the uncients and moderns; 
to trace its history; to examine the princi .. 
pIes on which it has been founded and car .. 
Tied on; to develop its causes, and display 
jts effects; to endeavour to demonstrate the 
eXJ)ediency and practic~bility of its abolition, 

JS, 
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is my peculiar, aim at present. In the 
course of the investigation, a comparison 
will be made between a state of slavery, as 
it existed among the ancients, and the mo
dern system of negro slavery. 

Slavery has existed in one part of the 
world or another, in every age ,Since the 

I 
time when men first began to be collected 
in numbers, and regular communities were 
formed~ It is well known that it existed 
among the Egyptians, the Babylonians~ 
the Jews,· the Greeks, and the Romans, 
and there is little room to doubt of its pre ... 
valence among all other nations of anti
quity. 

The circumstances from which it origi
nated, and the principles on ,vhich it was 
founded, were different. Sometimes slavery 
was the punishment of crimes, as it is now, 
in some instances, among most nations; but 
with this difference, that in the modern na
tions (of Europe at least,) delinquents con
demned to slavery are employed in the 
service of the state, and commonly for "a 
'limited time; whereas, among the ancients, 
they were generally sold to individuals, 

2'" either 
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either natives or foreigners.. This kind of 
slavery has been sanctioned by most legisla
tors, and, in its principle, does not appear 
unjust; at least, in civilized nations, where 
criminals have the privilege of a legal trial; 
and such a moue of punishment, properly 
regulated, may have a salutary influence on' 
the morals of those who have rendered 
themselves obnoxious to it, and prove ulti .. 
mately beneficial to the state. 

Another principle of slavery was, the 
consequence of insolvency. The debtor 
who ,vas unable to satisfy the legal demands 
of his creditor, was generally condemned 
to be his slave, and to satisfy, as much as 
lay in his power, pecuniary claims by per .. 
sonal services. This la\v admitted of dif
ferent modifications and regulations at dif
ferent times, and in different countries. 
Sometimes the debtor hiInself only, and 
sometims his ,vife and children along with 
him were delivered up to slavery; some
times, also, they were sold with him in 
cases of criminal delinquency. This kind 
of procedure involving the innocent in the 
same punishment with the guilty, ,vas dia ... 

Inetrically 
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metrieally opposite to every principle of 
justice and reason, and was founded on a 
very erroneous principle of ancient juris
prudence, which considered a man's wives 
and children as a part of his property, and 
equally so as his cattle. In the ages of re
mote antiquity, in most countries the chief 
of a family possessed the p'ower of life and 
death over his children, as well as over his 
shives. The laws established by Romulus, 
immediately after the building of Rome, 
gave to every father the absolute power of 
life and death over his children, and this 
exorbitant authority of parents continued 
some ages among the Romans; the father 

I 

could put his children to death, sell them 
into slavery, or punish them as he pleased. 
The laws could not call him to any account 
on that subject. The same principle pre .. 
vaile~ in some degree among the Jews; the 
authority of parents over their children was 
very great, but it was placed under legal 
restrictions. 'rhey did not, in their private 
capacity, possess the power of being the ar
bitrators of life and death to their children; 
and could only exercise it over such as were 

refractory 
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refractory and disobedient by an accusation 
and proofbefore the magistrates, and in virtue 
of a judicial sentence pronounced by them. 

Another ground of slavery among the 
ancients, was the cllstoln of parents selling 
their children~ w hleh proceeded from the 
same erroneous principle of jurisprudence, 
and the saIne exorbitant power of parents 
over their children already mentioned, an 
unnatural authority, \vhich existed in most 
of the nations of antiquity, and even at 
this day in SOlne uncivilized countries; an 
authority so inimical to society, and so 
pregnant with mischievous consequences, 
that if its operations were not incessantly 
counteracted by parental affection, might 
be extremely prejudicial to a nation, and 
eventually cause its depopulation and ruin. 
Indeed, ,ve may suppose, that nothing but 
a presumption that parental tenderness 
would prevent any abuse of this power, 
could have induced the legislators of anti
quity to lea.ve it 80 long in the hands of 
parents. 'fhese la\vs and customs, hOlvever, 
although they long remained in force in 
different nations, have been gradually ex", 

ploded 
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ploded by the progress of civilization and 
religion, and are no longer found, ex
cept in countries not yet emerged from 
b~rbarism. It is not UD\yorthy of remark, 
that this unnatural custom of selling chil .. 
dren, never existed among the Jews, hut 
was . expressly forbidden by the Mosaical 
law, which prohibited the sale of an Hebrew 
to any· foreign nation, and even limited to 
the year of release the servitude of those, 
who by reason of insolvency, became slaves 
to their creditors. 

Amidst the dreary prospects of slavery, 
those historical relnarks, besides illustrating 
the subject, and exhibiting a more ex· 
tensive view of the circumstances with 
which it has been at different times con
nected, will tend to dissipate the gloom 
with which the mind of my friend will be 
liable to be overcast in contemplating those 
.scenes of human misery. 

Adieu. 
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LETTER XI. 

The history of slavery continued-The capture of prisoners, its 
chief origin-Treatment of slaves in ancient times. 

I AGAIN resume my pen to excite the 
benevolent ,emotions of the feeling rnind of 
my friend. Y our histo~ical knowledge will 
enable you to accompany me in developing 
a far IDore fertile source, and more exten
sive system of slavery -among the ancients, 
than that which arose from the sale of in
nocent 'Children, and the punishment of in .. 
solvency. " The reflections it will ex.cite, 
cannot but be of a melancholy nature; but, 
while they rouse the feeling heart to com-
1Jliseration, they inspire us with sentitnents 
of gratitude to that Divine Providence, 

which 
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which has fixed our lot in a land of free .. 
dom, under the fostering influence of the 
.British constitution. 

The causes enumerated in my last letter, 
all contributed, in a greater or less degree, 
to the introduction and continuance of 
slavery among the ancients; but the princi
pal and most productive source of that 
greatest as well as most unnatural of human 
evils, was the capture of prisoners in time 
of ,var. The Inode of carrying on ,var 
among the ancients, was cruel and san
guinary. When a war was terminated by 
treaty, ,ve seldoln find any provision made 
for the ransom or exchange of prisoners in 
the primitive times. During a series of 
ages, the Rcmans were so far £I'om ransom
ing their prisoners, that every ROlnan who 
was so unfortunate as to fall into the hands of 
the enemy, ,vas esteemed legally dead, and 
his property passed to his heir at law; and it 
was not until some centuries after the build ... 
ing of Rome, that a Ia,v ,vas passed to allow 
the ransoming a Iloman prisoner. In the an
cient wars, when a province or country was 
conquered without treaty or capitulatio~ the 

conqueror 
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conqueror imposed such conditions as he 
thought proper, son1ctimes peeuniary tri
butes, sometimes personal services by levies 
of lvorkmen in rotation. In these partieu'"' 
lars, different conquerors adopted different 
modes of acting, according to their political 
plans, and the nature of ~isting circum
stances. The J e,-vish annals afford a long 
detail of their lnanner of treating their 
enemIes. I t ,vas not their custorD to make 
many prisoners. Under the conduct ot 
J oshua_ and other chiefs, they carried on 
their ,vars against the nations of Canaan, 
upon the principle of total extermination; 
and, in regard to other nations, it was th~ir 
maxim to make captiv.es only of the 'Y oUllg 

women and children, and to put to the 
sword the married ,vomen, and all the males 
taken in battle, or in towns carried by as-. 
sault. 

In process of time, however, ,vhen the 
Israelitish monarchy was sufficiently esta
blished under the prosperous rein and vigo
rous administration of David, so as not to 
be in danger from any insurrection of the 

G subdued 
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subdued Canaanites, this exterminatory prin
ci pIe of ,varfare \vas, except in some in
stances, in a great Ineasure laid aside, and 
·the remnant of the subdued natives of 
Canaan, ,vere suffered to live on condition 
of paying "tribute, and furnishing levies for 
the public works, as they did for ~he temple, 
and other magnificent structures erected by 
Solomon. This was generally the mode of 
treating the conquered =:uDong all the an
cient nations; but the condition of those 
people, thus reduced to a state of national 
servitude, was widely different from that of 
prisoners taken in battle, and in towns 
stormed and sacked by the armies,. who 
were generally either put to the sword by 
military law, or else sold into slavery, unless 
the conqueror, for political reasons, thought 
proper to dispose of them in some other 
,\vay, as it sometimes happened to be the 
case. 

Very little is kno\vn in regard to the par
ticular modes of treating ·slaves in the times 
of remote antiquity. AIDong the Greeks, 
slaves \vere exceedingly numerous, and 

often 
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often very hardly treated. IVlr. Gibbon 
makes, in this respect, an obsenration 
which seems contradictory to reason, but 
is unfortunately verified by experience~ that 
in those states where the subject enjoys the 
greatest share of liberty, the system of 
slavery has been carried to the greatest ex
tent, and that slaves have been there treated 
with the greatest severity. Although the 
truth of this observation be exemplified and 
corroborated by the conduct of the Greeks 
and Romans, yet this conduct could not 
be an effect of the Ii beral system of their 
governments, but must have proceeded from 
some other causes. 

It is. however, from the histories of 
Greece and Rome, that we learn the vast 
extent to which this odious system was 
carried, the principles upon which it was 
founded, the means by which it was snp
ported, the extreme rigour with which 
it ,vas at first exercised, its gradual re· 
laxation, and the circumstances which: led 
to its final abolition in Europe. 

We must, from more modern records, 
G2 and 



84· GL'EANINGS IN AFRIC.A.· 

and a new order of things, trace its origin 
and progress in America. My friend will 
accompany me in taking the melancboly 
retrospect. 

Adieu. 

, 
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LETTER XII. 

Number of slaves in the Roman empire-Their immense num" 
ber accounted for-Their cruel treatment during the first 
ages of the Repuhlic--Their situation ameliorated by the 
progress of civilization and the introduction of luxury. 

TIlE number of the slaves in the Roman 
empire is COIIJputed by Mr. Gibbon, an his
torian whose keen penetration, accuracy, 
and indefatigab-Ie industry, authorises us to 
believ~ that he has carefully investigated 
those nlatters, to have amounted to no, less 
than one half of the inhabitants of the whole 
empire; and as the Roman empire is, ac
cording to the most moderate calculation, 
supposed not to have contained less than 
one hundred and twenty millions of people; 
the number of slaves could not amount to 

G 3 less 
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less than sixty millions, a fact which strikes 
humanity ,vith horror,' and exhibits a dread
ful and affecting display of the tyranny of 
man over his fellow nlortals. This astonish
ing multitude of unhappy beings, of unfor
tunate rational creatures excluded from the 
privileges of society, and deprived of the 
cornmon rights of mankind, consisted prin
cipally of prisoners taken in war, and their 
posterity; for, although some few had been 
purchased from foreign countries, the gene
ral mass of Roman slaves were persons of 
the former description. 

The Romans~ during the whole period o~ 
the existence of their republican govern .. 
ment, were almost continually engaged in 
hostilities with the neighbouring nations. 
That military republic, intent on war, on 
rapine, and on conquest, allowing her citi
zens no repose, was incessantly directing her 
arm against the neighbouring states; every 
victory added &esh numbers to the daily 
increasing multitudes of Roman slaves; and 
as slavery was always entailed from genera ... 
tion to generation, if we consider the in .. 
creasing posterity of the slaves, and tho 

augmentation 
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augmentation of their nUlnbcrs by the daily 
accession of prisoners taken in ,Yar, "~e shall 
not \vonder at the alnazing number of slaves 
in the Roman empire. 

During the first ages of the republic, this 
unfortunate class of people ,vere treated "7jth 
extreme severity. Totally excluded from 
the protection and benefit of the laws, they 
were liable to the most rigorous punishment. 
The state, apprehensive of their numbers, 
and considering their desperate situation, 
enacted severe and sanguinary la\vs against 
them for the most trivial crimes; and, in
deed, the Roman government cou.1d not use 
too much precaution against so numerous a 
body of men, so hardly treated, so daring, 
and so desperate. Those fierce and warlike 
barbarians, reduced from a state of military 
indeperdence and warlike depredation, to 
a life of drudging and laborious servitude, 
,vere always suspected as dangerous to thq 
state, and sometimes were actually found to 
be so. On this consideration they were p'ut 
under the most severe and strict regulatiolls, 
and their slightest irregularities punish~d 

\vith extreme and merciless severitv;-be-
01 

G 4 sides, 
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sides, by the regulations of the state, every 
master, in his private capacity, had the ab. 
solute power of life and death over' his ow'n 
slaves. This absolute power of the master 
continued in force until the reig'n of the 
emperor Adrian" ,vho deprived him of this 
unreasonable authority, and put the slave 
under the protection of the la'ws about A. D. 
120, 'and 87 i years after the building of 
ROlne: 

But, although the laws had not, during 
so'long a space of time, done any thing in 
favor of, that' unfortunate class of Inen, the 
progress of civilization, and the iI,ltroduction 
oflu"ury~ had operated an ilnportant ohange 
in the circurnstances of their condition; anq 
instea.d of being con~tantly occupied in the 
Jllost laborious dr~ldgery, gTf~at numbers of 
them were employed in the houses of the 
wealthy citizens as dOlll~slics~ agents, and 
ministers of luxury" ' 

..As ,I shall seize the earliest opportunity 
of resuming this interesting sultiect, 'for the 
present I shall bjd my friend adieu" 
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LETTER .XIII" 

Uistorical rcmark$ continued, setting forth the impro\red condi.
tio,l of the Roman slaves--.. The grand "Source of slavery ex .. 
hausteJ--Tht'ir su&fcrings mitigated by the introduction of 
Chri~liaJ;ity---S)a\'ery in Rome abolished by the Gothic con
que'its---Ft'udal system of slavery e~tablished by the northern 
natiollr;-Overthrown by the extt'usion of commerce-Some 
traces thereof in Poland a'ld Russia-Slavery introduced in 
the east--P:is~ners of war made slaves by both parties in the 

tjme of the Crus.tdes. 

THE prospect begins somewhat to bright
en, and \ve have a flattering view of the ame
liorated condition of the blaves of ancient· 
Rome. Every circum~tance which exhibits 
any alleviation of human misery, gives plea
sing sensations to the feel&ng heart, and will, 
I am ~ureJ have the happiest effects on the 
mind of my friend. I think that I see his 

3 countenance 
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countenance exhilarated in contemplating 
the improved condition of the Roman slaves, 
and his joy still increased in reflecting on 
what the illustrious senate of Great Britain 
has already done towards alleviating the 
evils of modern slavery. It is a pleasing 
reflection that the history of slavery, horrid 
as it is to read, admits of some pages less 
glootny than the rest, and especially that 
the British parliament, by its humane re
gulations, has so eminently contributed to 
brighten the volume. We have now a 
more pleasing retrospect of the gradual 
amelioration of slavery; and a prospect still 
more agreeable opens before us, which leads 
us to expect, at a due time, its total extinc
tion. I shall endeavour to entertain you for 
a few moments with a continuation of my 
historical remarks. 

After the reign of the emperor Adrian, 
the laws ",rere more and more favorable to 
the slaves, as were also the manners and 
feelings of the people, as well as the general 
circumstances of the empire. From the very 
first establishment of the imperial govern
ment, the emperors had cultivated a more 

. pacific 
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pacific system than the republic had ever 
aimed at; and, as the wars became less fre
quent, nlore humanely conducted, and of 
shorter duration, \vith much longer intervals 
of peace under the imperial than under the 
republican system, the grand source of sla
very \'tTas in a great measure exhausted. The 
natural consequence of this change ,'Vas, that 
the numerous mass of slaves in the empire 
not receiving constant supplies, as before, by 
the capture of prisoners, the life of a slave 
,vas esteemed of greater value, and his per
son in every respect considered of. greater 
importance. That numerous body of men 
did not then consist so much of captives 
taken in ,var, as of the posterity of those 
,vho had undergone that fate, and these 
being domesticated among the Romans, had 
acquired more peaceable and regular habits. 
Not retaining the indignant resentment, nor 
inheriting the fierce and ungovernable dis
positions of their ancestors, they were be
come faithful servants. Thus, by a con
currence of various circumstances~ the sys
tem of slavery \vas gradually softened, and 
the condition of slaves exceedingly melio-

2 rated. 
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rated. The gradual introduction of Christi. 
anity among the ROlnans, and at last its 
establishment in the reign of Constantine, 
before the middle of the third century, had 
also a. powerful operation in favor of that 
unhappy and oppressed part of mankind. 
Indeed no true Christian, although he might 
chastise his slaves for their faults, could ever 
treat them with capricious and unprovoked 
cruelty. However, notwithstanding the 
happy efi'ect$ of Christianity, and the favor
able operation of other circumstances, a 
mitigated system of slavery still continued 
in the Roman empire' till the Goths, and 
other northern nations, by a long continued 
succession of the most bloody and destruc!18 
tive wars that ever desolated and depopu. 
lated Europe, at length totally subverted the 
colossal po\ver of the ROlnan empire, and 
overwhelnling all in one general conquest, 
confounded every distinction. We are not 
acquainted with aU the particular circum~ 
stances relative to these matters, but from a 
general vie,v it appears, that these Gothic 
conquests, although destructive to the arts 
and sciences,. to literature and civilization, 

bad 
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had yet, among all the evils they produced, 
at least this good eflect, of contributing to 
the abolition 'of that odious system of slavery 
,vhich had so long existed, and prevailed to 
such an extent alTIOng the ancients, especial. 
1 y the Romans; but these northern nati4()ns~ 
instead of the old, established a ne,,,, though 
less rigorous system of slavery, known by the 
denomination of the feudal system, which, 
by leaving an exorbitant power in the hands 
of the nobles, reduced the commons to a 
state little better than do,vnright slavery. 
The nobles, taking advantage of every COIn .. 
motion, in process of time increased their 
power ~o much in many parts of Europe, as 
to set their sovereigns at defiance, and to re
duce the w'hole lnass of the people to the 
most abject state of villainage: -thus, in
stead of reposing under the guardian care of 
the Inagistrate, the people \vere depri \"ed of 
the protection of the la"Ts, and the" nobles 
disdainin~ their authority. trusted solely to 
arlns. Thi~ is a shocking picture of the 
state of society during the period alluded 
to; but such it 'vas, and such it continued 
until the progress of civilization, and the 

extension 
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extension of commerce, concurred gradually 
to ,,,eaken, and finally to overthrow this 
system of government, or rather of anarchy, 
by giving ,vealth and ilD portance to the 
commons~ and inspiring the nobles with 
llloderation and humanity. These favorable 
circumstances were carefully attended to by 
the princes of Europe, who let slip no oppor
tunity of depressing the power of the nobles 
and raising that of the commons, for it may 
.beobserved that a monarchical government 
properly regulated, is of all others the most 
attentive to the rights of the subject, and 
the most favorable to the lower ranks of the 
people. This great undertaking, the de
struction of the feudal system, was at length 
accomplished by granting charters to corpo
rate bodies, and various other measures, but 
above all, by granting permission to the 
nobles to sell, and to the commons to pur
chase land, ,vhich proved a measure in 
reality advantageous, and in most countries 
agreeable to both parties, as the increase of 
commerce, and the introduction of luxury, 
had thrown considerable wealth into the 
hands of the commons, and the nobles by 

having 
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having the privilege of selling their lands, 
and also by enfranchisi.ng their vassals, and 
converting personal service, and rents in 
kind, into stipulated payments in money, 
\vere enabled to live more comfortably. 

There are no\v but few traces of the feudal 
system remaining in Europe, except in Po
land and Russia: indeed, it never rose to a 
more exorbitant height in any country than 
in Poland; but at this time many of the 
Polish nobles, impressed with sentiments of 
humanity, and a knowledge of their true 
interests, have enfranchised their vassals, 
and have found the measure equally con
ducive to the happiness of the peasants, and 
to their own advantage, by improving the 
cultivation, and augmenting the ann~al va
lue of their estates: and the sovereigns of 
Russia (especially the late illustrious em
press, Catharine) have, by many prudent 
regulations, begun to bring about the eman
cipation of the peasantry of that extensive 
empIre. 

The \vest had not emerged fronl the con
fusion into \vhich it had been thro,vn by the 

subversion 
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snhfersion of the Roman po,ver; when the 
east ,vas a.stoni~hed by the appearance of a 
new political and religious phenomenon, 
l\lahomet and his successors. The Calyphs' 
shook the eastern, or Constantinopohtan 
empire, to its centre; conquered Persia, 
Egypt, alld the other, northern parts of 
Africa, the kingdom of Spain~ and sp.veral 
of the islands in the Mediterranean" It does 
not, however,. appear, that those conquerors 
imitated the ROlnans in making slaves of 
their prisoners. rrhe terms they offered to 
Christians \vere conversion toMahometanism, 
tribute, or death by martial law. To Pagans
they offered no other conditions than con,-r 
version or t,he sword, w-ithout leaving theln 
tl1e alternative of tribute; but, after the ex .. 
tinction of the Caliphate, tLe nations who 
founded their greatness upon its ruins, espe", 
cially.the Turks, adoFted in its fullest extent 
the custom of making slaves of prisoners of 
war. The Christians in the tilDe of the 
crusades retaliated, by adopting the same 
system, and inhulnanity and enthusiasm oil 
both sides, produced ne\v scenes of horror~ 

In 
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In,the laws of Godfrey of Bouillion, king of 
J eruSaleln., in the commencement of the 
eleventh century,' twelve oxen, or three
slaves, "Tere deemed an equivalent for one 
war horse ;-thus, ,ve see, a man was valued 
at no more than a third part of the price of 
a horse. At this time, the Turks are become 
Inore civilized, and conduct their ,vars gene
rally on the same principles as the nations 
of Christendom, and the barbarous practice 
of making slaves of prisoners is chiefly con
fined to the Algerines, and other piratical 
states of Barbary. Slavery, ho\vever, is not 
yet abolished among the Turks, the Per
sians, and some other nations of Asia; but 
they . content themselves ,vith purchasing 
slaves, mostly children, &om Georgia, Cir
cassia, and other countries, where parents 
still possess the unjust po\ver, and retain the 
unnatural practice of selling them. 

IIaving thus exhibited a general view of 
this unnatural tyranny of man over man, 
and traced as concisely as possible its origin 
and causes, with the circums~nces of its 
existence alnong the ancients at different 
periods of time, we are no\v brought to con-

n template 
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template that train of events; that "coinei-" 
deuc.e of circumstances, and series of causes, ... 
which gave rise to the system of negro 
slavery. Here l shall at present bid my; 
friend adieu. 
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LEITER XIV. 

History of modern slavery-.. Discovery of the new world by 
Columbus--Hispaniola, Cuba, Peru, Mexico, &c. conquered 
-The natives reduced to slavery-Their miserable conditioD., 
-Benevolellt elTorts of the Bishop of Burgos, Father Bartholo-
pte", de las Casas, &c. in their favor-..contentions agitate the 
tourtofSpain and theCoullcii of the Imlies--Divers regulations 
adopted-The Americans in the Spanish settlements enjoy 
greater bappmes5 at present than when first discovered by the
Spaniardii. 

I T is now, my friend, that we are to begin 
to contemplate the system that so exceed ... 
ingly disfigures the picture of the modern 
world. I have hitherto entertained you 
with a vie\v of the system of slavery alnong 
the ancients; how happy should I be if I 
could here finish Iny details; ho\v happy 
,vould it be for mankind, if the history of 

II 2 slavery 
r 
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