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“The production and con-
sequences of scarcity 
are only ever likely to 
increase over the coming 
years, and we need to find 
approaches to engage 
with this condition. My 
optimism lies precisely in 
the alliance of scarcity and 
agency, because design 
agency in the broadest 
sense is well placed to 
address the relational, 
contextual, and contin-
gent senses of scarcity, 
and with this, in turn, new 
roles and opportunities for 
architectural thinking and 
action emerge.” 
(Till 2014:11)

Figure 0.1:  (cover 
page) Architecture of 
Scarcity (Author 2021).

F igure 0 .2 :  (back-
ground) Activate the 
wall (Author 2021).
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Moreleta Park, Pretoria 
East, Region 6

City of Tshwane, Gauteng, 
South Africa

Figure 0.3: (above) 
Locat ion o f  Study 
(Author 2021).

Figure 0.4:  ( r ight) 
Summary of Issues 
(Author 2021).
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This project is situated within 
the highly polarised and frag-
mented landscape of Morele-
ta Park, where contemporary 
manifestations of exclusionary 
apartheid values, in the form 
of gated communities, are 
confronted by the emergence 
of “grass-root disturbances”, 
in the form of informal settle-
ments. An architecture of abun-
dance meets an architecture of 
scarcity, or rather, a defensive 
architecture that fearfully at-
tempts to answer the social-
ly constructed inevitability of 
scarcity is confronted by an 
architecture that emerges from 
physical conditions of scarcity, 
which are both the direct con-
sequence of, and condoned 
through, the exploitation and 
discrimination that emanates 
through the fear of inevitable 
scarcity.

Scarcity is seen to limit agen-
cy, but what if scarcity could 
induce agency? Scarcity has 
already shown the potential to 
catalyse massive change, and 
has shown itself to promote the 
subsequent ingenuity neces-
sary for survival.

By learning from the complex 
socio-spatial landscape of the 
past, present and “future” South 
African city, through a deeply 
collaborative, agency-kindling 
process that is grounded in 
a foundation of critical theory 
and phenomenology, this ar-
chitect/facilitator/actor aims to 
reimagine an architecture of 

scarcity that embraces ephem-
erality and sensitively emanci-
pates the potential of boundary 
beyond that of division. This 
project gestures towards an 
architecture that is not a solu-
tion-driven answer, but a dia-
logue-inducing question; scar-
city that is not a problem, but 
an opportunity.  

Yielding the benefit of a site fa-
vourably located beside a pro-
posed Gautrain/transport node, 
with close proximity to both a 
gated community and informal 
settlement - the programmatic 
opportunity of domicile, live-
lihood, and mobility emerged 
as useful mechanisms for in-
tegration, and are manifested 
in the exploration of a housing 
typology that rethinks architec-
tural and technical constitution 
of the traditional gated commu-
nity. 

Alexia Katranas
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enthusiasm and dedication, 
and for helping me translate 
the meaning that existed 
in the chaos. This outcome 
would not have been possible 
without your patience, expert 
wisdom, and guidance. Thank 
you for pushing me to con-
stantly improve and and grow 
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To my co-supervisor, Dr Carin 
Combrinck: you have helped 
expand and shape my under-
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a discipline I can believe in. I 
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checking in on us, and for 
always making their help and 
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love of writing, and enriching 
this dissertation.

Thank you, Annique, for keep-
ing me calm and afloat in that 
final week -  supporting me far 
beyond the generous hours 
you spent helping me build the 
model.

To my brother, christopher, 
thank you for keeping me 
sane and motivated, and for 
helping me craft a crit exhibi-
tion that I am proud of.

To my fellow collaborators, I 
owe you my deepest gratitude:
the Moreleta Park MArch(Prof) 
team - for sharing your talents, 
encouragement and perserv-
erence, on and off site;
the MArch(Hons) group, for 
immersing yourselves with 
commitment and open minds;
the amazing duo from Sweden, 
for your shared enthusiasm for 
and meaningful contribution to 
our research. 

To my fellow MProf class, and 
particularly, incredible studio 
comrades (the United Stu-
dents Studio Republic), thank 
you for always being so gener-
ous with knowledge and sup-
port, and for being a constant 
source of joy and inspiration.
To those who lifted me when 
I felt I could no longer walk - 
Brentan, Martine, Dhané, Alex, 
Heike, Cameron, Mia, Zoë, 
Adrian (my partner-in-crime), 
and countless others - this 
year would have been impos-
sible without you.  

To the UUSSP, Delani and 
Chris, my team and work com-
panions: thank you for walk-
ing (sometimes climbing) this 
journey with me, and affirming 
how powerful, rewarding, and 
meaningful it is to collaborate 
and share in one another’s 
victories and growth. You nev-
er hesitated to offer a helping 
hand, a shoulder, a laugh, and 
a comprehensive list of rea-
sons to perservere. 
I take immense pride in the 
mark your voices have had on 
my own work, and have end-
less appreciation and respect 
for the incredible contribution 
your individual projects will 
continue to make. 

To my partner and best friend, 
Ruan: thank you for walk-
ing this journey with me; for 
sharing in and embracing my 
passion for Architecture. From 
the very first pages you helped 
me pin up in my first year of 
studies (colour wheels and sit-
things, most probably), to the 
day I completed my Masters 
degree, you have offered end-
less love and support. Thank 
you for inspiring me, and for 
believing in me. 

Finally, thank you to the many 
voices that are reflected in this 
project: those who inspired me 
with their ideas, theories, and 
writing;
stakeholders who offered valu-
able engagement and insight 
in their expert fields, such as 
community health-workers, 
local NGO’s;
the residents of Plastic View, 
who so generously assisted 
us in our research within their 
neighbourhood, and wel-
comed our thoughts, ideas, 
and engagement. 

Figure 0.5: (previous 
page) collage of the-
oretical exploration 
(Author 2021).

Figure 0.6:  ( r ight) 
Theoretical sketch of 
architectural approach 
(Author 2021).

 
 
 

 

©©  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  PPrreettoorriiaa  

 



10 11The Architecture of Scarcity: Preface

ESSAY 1
POSITION + 
SITUATION

PRE-DESIGNPR
EF

AC
E

ESSAY 2
DESIGN RE-

SEARCH
(DESIGN) 

GENERATIVE
1

12 64

1.1. Background
1.2. Definition of Terms
1.3. The Issue of Scarcity
1.4. The Opportunity of Scarcity

2.1. The Role of the Architect
2.2. Case Study: Moreleta Park
2.3. Precedent Study
2.4. The Architectural Opportunity

RE
FE

RE
NC

ES

AP
PE

ND
IX

ESSAY 3
SYNTHESIS 

(DESIGN) 
EVALUATIVE

ESSAY 4
CRITICAL RE-

FLECTION 
POST-DESIGN

295

284

180 272

3.1. The Role of the Architecture
3.2. Design and Technical Develop-           
        ment
3.3. The Architecture of Scarcity
3.4. Scenario Testing

4.1. A PRE-RAMBLE (not the end, 
but the beginning)

CONTENTS
 

 
 

 

©©  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  PPrreettoorriiaa  

 


