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Preface Preface

In accordance with Regulation 4(c) of the General Regulations (G.57) for
dissertations and theses, I declare that this dissertation, which I hereby submit
for the degree Master of Architecture (Professional) at the University of Pretoria,
is my own work and has not previously been submitted by me for a degree at
this or any other tertiary institution.

I further state that no part of my dissertation has already been, or is currently
being, submitted for any such degree, diploma or other qualification.

I further declare that this dissertation is substantially my own work. Where
reference is made to the works of others, the extent to which that work has been
used is indicated and fully acknowledged in the text and list of references.

Yoshlan Printhavanan Mudaly

November 2021

Submitted to fulfil part of the requirements for the degree of Master of
Architecture (Professional), Department of Architecture, Faculty of Engineering,
Built Environment, and Information Technology (EBIT), University of Pretoria

University of Pretoria, 2021

The discourse of the dissertation is focused on the near future
development of Durban’s premier port towards the year 2048 (Transnet
2019: 37) whilst reflecting on the developmental interest of the city to
extend or overlap within port boundaries to create more dynamic and
integrated programmes. The dissertation focuses on a particular
characteristic of port design related to the architectural discipline being
the immediate harbour mouth interface to existing infrastructure. By
doing this the researcher is able to outline opportunities or constraints
on-site and develop possible building strategies concurrently with
available theory.

The aim of the study is then to dissect concepts/precedents of harbour/
port-city identity and explore how Durban shapes up to other
international port-city expansions that deal with modernisation
proposals regarding port efficiency, programme and productivity.

The methodology breaks down the main research question and sub
question(s) with their particular needs in parallel with the port extension
development project envisioned by Transnet and Transnet National Port
Authority port expansion documentation (Mpuku 2018, Tnpa 2019:
21-37, Transnet 2019: 19) and from such methods, an architectural
possibility arrises by noticing absences in planning and opportunities
through the research questions investigated. The intention is to
recognise the port as an extension of civic possibility as well as
industrial/commercial development that can deal with functionality,
architectural innovation and spatial integration issues that spill into the
city.

The project seeks to explore challenges and potentials of the site as
well as combine and/or overlay programmes and typologies to benefit
the fluid nature of constant movement and access around the harbour
and the vision is to create a dynamic and inviting urban environment
that promotes innovation and trade whilst bringing in leisure, craft,
events and conference in a singular space. This living ‘waterfront’ can
therefore form basis of a catalyst for the resurgence of an identified
seaport.
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Glossary of Words

Neoliberal:
The driving discourse within the dissertation which relates the Transnet National
Port Authority to port activities in the city urban fabric. The potential of this interface
is driven by the market for national interest and economic success

Port-city:
The cultivated environment of port operations derived into an urban context
mediated by civic investment and socio-economic movement

Interface:
The hybrid language relation between eThekweni and the TNPA

Private sector:
Private investors/stakeholders who have an interest in the city/urban development

Operational space:
Space satisfying the needs of commercial activities in tangent with harbour
programs

Transnet:
State owned private company running port operations in Durban
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