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In 1933 it was decided by the University to construct a separate building for the library which was
then still located in the Qld Arts building. With a contribution of £10 000 from mining geologist Dr
Hans Merensky, construction started in 1937, General Jan Smuts laid the cornerstone on 11

Cctober 1937 and on 15 April 1938 the building was officially opened.

“This country has given me so much that [ am only too happy to be allowed to help it
to develop and to be ahle to give back to it & fraction of what it has given to me... " -
Hans Merensky, at the opening of the Merensky Library.

In designing the building, architect Gerhard Moerdyk was influenced by various styles, including Art
Deco, Meo-Classicism, Arts and Crafts, as well as local stvles such as Cane Dutch and Reaency,

L L N S N R N

architecture of the

University of Pretoria

campus

old Merensky Library

old Merensky Library

old Merensky Library

Want to become a
Submitter? Please
e-mail Hettie

Groenew ald

Far inquiries regardine
this collection ar
items in the
callection, please
contact Hettie

Groenew ald

BT eT=1

‘-J 1 ==l imFr amak

A A



I Merensky Library, University of Pretoria - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia - Windows Internet Explorer

W http:ffen, wikipedia.orgfwikifMerensky _Library, |niversity_of _Pretaria

File  Edit  Wiew

f@v

w 'f?l? | W' Merensky Library, University of Pretaoria - Wikipedia, ... | |

The Free Encyclopedia
navigation
= flain page
= Contents
= Featured content
= Current events
= Fandom article

search

interaction

AboutWikipedia
Community portal
Fecent changes
Contact Wikipedia
Daonate to Wikipedia
Help

toolhox

Wkat links here
Felated changes
Upload file
Special pages
Printable version
Fermanent link
Cite this page

Favarites

LB 2SR

Tools  Help

B - B ®m - |=rPage » () Tools -

A L7
-~

Merensky Library, University of Pretoria

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
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Historical Background [edit]  oid Merensky Building (Pretoris) &

In 1953 it was decided by the University to construct a separate building for the library which was then still
located in the Old Arts building. YWith a contribution of £10 000 from mining geologist Or Hans Merensky, construction started in 1937, General
Jan Smuts laid the comerstone on 11 October 1937 and on 15 April 1933 the building was officially opened.

"This country has aiven me so much that | am anly too happy to be allowed to help itto develop and to he able to give back to it a fraction of what
it has given to me.." - Hans Merensky, atthe opening of the Merensky Library.

In designing the building, architect Gerhard Moerdyk was influenced by various styles, including At Deco, Meo-Classicism, Arnts and Crafts,
as well as local styles such as Cape Dutch and Regency. Moerdyk himself described the building as a study in Persian style, with influences
fram Africa including the Zimbabwe and ancient Egyptian ruins. He used local materials and incorporated symbals of African arigin, The
prominent zigzag pattern, for example, is taken from the Zimbabwe ruing and represents water and fertility, the crocodile as a water figure and
the bird as a symbal of space, symbaolizing the freedom and creativity of the author. The curving of the walls symbalises an apen book. The
green bevelled glass windows were imported from ltaly and helped to minimise heat fram the sun and also protected paper against ultravialet
light. The design of the building is a source of controversy and speculation with some claiming that Moerdyk used it as a practice run for the
design of the “oortrekker Monument, as there are many similarities between the two buildings. Today this national monument serves as the

Edoardo %illa museum and also houses amongst others, a himi Coertse, Marita Mapier and the largest South African sheet music
collections.
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Abstract: In 1933 it was decided by the University to construct a separate building for the library which was
then still located in the Old Arts building. With a contribution of £10 000 from mining geologist Dr
Hans Merensky, construction started in 1937, General Jan Smuts laid the cornerstone on 11 October
1937 and on 15 April 1938 the building was officially opened. “This country has given me so much
that I am only too happy to be allowed to help it to develop and to be able to give back to it a

fraction of what it has given to me..."” - Hans Merensky, at the opening of the Merensky Library. In
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design of the Yoortrekker Monument, as there are many similarities between the two buildings.
Taday this national monument serves as the Edoardo ¥illa museum and also houses amongst ot
a Mimi Coertse, Marita Mapier and the largest South African sheet music collections, This DVD
relates the history of the Merensky Library of the University of Pretoria. The latest architectursz
technological developments are also shawn.

Description: 1 videodisc [30 min] : =sd., col. ; 4 3/4 in. Access video with mp4 player, e.g. Windows Media P
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file was split into 4 separate mp4 files for download purposes,
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Bought from the Catholic Church in 1980, the complex which is now known as Tukkiewerf comprises
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Bought frem the CatholicChurch in 1980, the complex which is now known as

T ubkiewerf comprises three buildings — a chapel and monastery built in 1925 and a
Manastery hall designed by Gerald Bernhard and builtin 1948, The complex was
upgraded in 1984 and presented to the SR for its administrative needs. The chapel
with its stained glass windows is often used for weddings and church services The
chapel was known as the Church of Saint Alfons Maria de Ligueri, after Saint Alfons,
the founder of the order of Ligournians, or Redemptionists, who was declared a saint in
1838 This order was dedicated to helping poor communities and was founded in 1732,
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Since its inception in 1928, the Department of Architecture and Building Sciences
moved from one building to another until 1980 when it found a permanent heme in this
building designed by its own staff members. Expansion of the building in 1973 meant omplexity wnats tnis?

that the department could increase its student numbers. The building is modern in
character with elements of Nec-Brutalism. Large windows on the southern side allow
for natural light in the studios. Sketchup model drawn by: Mej C Maritz
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In 1922 it was decided by the University to construct a separate building for the library which was
then still located in the Old Arts building. With a contribution of £10 000 from mining geclogist Dr
Hans Merensky, construction started in 19327, General Jan Smuts laid the cornerstone on 11
October 1927 and on 15 April 1928 the building was officially openad.

"This country has given me s¢ much that I am only too happy to be allowsed to help it
te develop and te be able te give back to it a3 fraction of what it has given to me... " -
Hans Merensky, at the opening of the Merensky Library.
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