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UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

DEPARTJ\lENT OF NATIVE AFFAIRS 

ETHNOLOGICAL PUBLICATIONS 

No. 17 

The Bakgatla ba ga Mosetlha 

by N. f. van Warmelo 

Government Ethnologist 

1944 

l District: l lama11skraal, Transvaal. 

2 Numbers and distribution: .\lakapanstad l0Latio11 1158 tax

payns, t rih;tl]y m,ned b11d I 108 taxpayers, commtmally owned land 487 
taxp;1yns, Trust owned property 101 taxpayers, J-:uropean ownccl farms 

rn2 t.1xpayers, total 2956 taxpayers. TbeSL' figures \Ycre extracted from 

the tax records in the office of the Na tin· Commissionn, J larnanskraal, 

in At1gust 1()4-t• and may 1,l' 1·elicd upon as being fairly atcuratt-. An 

· i(ka of tlw to1al population is obtained hy multiplying hy a factor between 

four and fin·. 

3 Names of tribe: I?ak9atla, Ba ya Jlosctllza or //11 .\I osctlha. 

4 Totem: Thl·)· bi11a (haYc as totem)!?!Jabo the monkey. 

5 Language: Schyat!a, as they call it, is ai1 eastnn form of Ts,mna. 

6 Chief: HEXDRIK @ JJ.ATIIIBF. JLll\.. lF. L\'J:·, \\hich laticr has 

lwcomt· ;r sort of familv nauw. lie was born in 1q<q and became chief 
in Augusi. H):27, 
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7 Skeleton genealogy of chiefs: 

1 JLlSI,LS;EIUNC 
I 

JI ilIOJJALE 
I 

III Pl I C/,.,lAE 
I 

IV LllI. lXJ~ @ JIOSETLHE ( no unanimity ab()ut this 
I being one persCJn \ 

V JIJll:/sl 
I 

VI SETSHEDI 

Vll jfLffkBE 

J 

[ 
Jlakan:,;c 

I 
VI 1I SIKWANE· 

I 
JX NT\HAUPE @ TLHAJJANE 

I_ - --- ·---~- -~- ·----- --· ----· 
I 7 X JIAKAPANE@ JlJIANKALA 1vlathibc 
I (regent for THJI'E) 

I I I Ntcbcng f x XI THIPF. @HANS· XII 1VTS'HAUPE Diratsahae @ 
{regent for 
NTSHAUPE) 

@TLHABANE 
@SOLOMON 

I 

George ( regent 
for .HATH !BE) 

XIJI Jf.ATHIBE@HENDRIK 
(present chief) 

There is much reason to doubt the accuracy of the earlier part of 
this genealogy, which was supplied by the best informants at the chief's 
headquarters. I have it from 'the chief that some very reliable old people 
living at N gobi (Voelstruispan) and especially an old woman A[midi, 
whom he questioned, consider the first part of the genealogy definitely 
wrong. They put MOS ET LHE at the beginning, he having been the 
eldest of the four brothers MOSETLHE, KGAFELA, M1l:IAKAU and 
1l10TSH A, after whom the present-day branches of the Kgatla arc 
named, because they broke away from the ancient home in Marico 
district. They also mention Pogopi, Botlholo and Lehabo as early chiefs. 

History and genealogies of chiefs: 

8 It is not remembered where the first chief MASIAJ;EBARU 
(according to others, and perhaps more correctly, A10SETLHE) was 
born, but tradition has it that he left Lehurutshe ( the Hurutshe country), 
believed to be the present area of that tribe in Zeerust district, and 
traYdkd along the Korth bank of the Lelr..,oa (Vaal), and finally settled 
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in ;rnprnximately the area occupied by the tribe today. It is not known 

whdlwr he found people already in occupation. !\othing is n·nwrnbered 

ahnut II MOHALE and HI PJI[.-LlXE ,\·ho lin·d ,md died here. 

I\ HOSETLHE's dwelling site was at Jlalcbfmc, a hill 8 to 10 miles 

we~L oi Warmbad, and there he died .. He once fought the Laka Ndebek 

of, Mako pane who tried to raid his cattle. Bis successor \. MJfUSI 

c(,ntinued to liYe in the same area, but it is not known l'Xactly "·here, anci 

1icAhing is remembered about YI SETSJIJ:'Dl. The n:xt chief Vll 

MA LEBE ruled at Khophung on \'aalbosbult 4C)<J, easL of the l'ienaars 

Riv,·r. By one ·wife he had two sons, \T[[ S'IKTV.lNF and Jlalwnye. 

1\u,hing is remembered about the reign of the former. 

9 \"!IL SIKWANE, wi,Ts and issue: 

? ' .\! ma m o ts c pa da. of the royal family of the 1 Iwaduba liYing 

nearby. She was the first ease of royal i11ter111arriagc with these 

people. 
;t I:\: NTSHAUPE @ TLJIAHANE m 

h Thipe m 

?:..: :\! m am o I.: o ts i da. of ? 
:t :\lolwtsi f md a man from Plwh-11:1 (b!.ustcnburg l 

h Kelcfakang f md at Kgabalatswzc amongst thl' l{-zc1c11a ba Jlogopa 

c Sclckc f rnd Sctshc·di, :,;on of Jlatlzubc, son of VI SET.",~HEDI. 

She therefore marric<l her rw1g-zva11c (uncle). 

d Jlodisc m 

10 /\fter SIKTVANJi's death, hi,- brother .1/alwn_,,,· hl'canw rcgl'nt. 

Wh,-11 the Ndebele of Jl:::ilika:::i arriH·d in the Tr,l11S\"aa1. Jfalaw.,•c was 

rui.ing prohably at Khophu11,11. mL·ntionl'd abovl'. Xot long aftcn,·anb 

th• :report spread that a lcrolc l,· lclr,c•ibid1t ( cloud oi red dust) ,vas 

;1pp1·<,aching, meaning the \'oortrekkers, and \irtually the whok tribe 

fled, under lifakmz}'c, to the ?\orth-\Vl'st, in the saml' direction that 

Afrilika::i had already takrn. They ,·ros;;ed the :\".11at-z.•a11c l{iwr hut soon 

afo :·wanls the tribe \Yas split 011 the issue of ,.-hlTe to go next. J/ak:mz.vc 

and the smaller portion trekked on. and it is thought they settled in 

Ngamiland, whilst others say in the ~langwato cmmtn- and still other:; 

.,ay in Harotseland. 

11 NTSHAUPE now became chiet of the rest of thl' tribe, ,vhich 

returned .to the Trans.-aal hut marched aioug the ;s;orth of thc \Vaterhng 

until they reached the territory of the l,a11ya (l,alw I X deoelc of 

Afako pane, Here they settled and Ii n·d in pl'acc "ith tht' X clebcle fo1 

quite a time, until they mon·d hack to their old h;iunts !oouth of the 

\Vaterbcrg-. One kgoro, the Ea, ga Xh11nwa11a, remained behind and 

j_oined them later. IX lv'TSII/lUPI:' settled at Jlmamudu in the present 

location, half a mile from the present chiefs headquarters, and there· he 

died in ca. !884 But manv e.-enb. ~till to he mentioned, took place 
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hcforc his death, for his reign \\·as a Ycry loug one. He was a great 
tra\'dkr, \\·ho Yisited remote parts of the country. The Hermannsburg 
..1\Iission began its \\·ork hen- in his day\\ hen in 1867 1,l'Y. Chr. Bach-berg 
~·;1111e to Jlo.,ct!ha. 

12 IX NT.<;!l.:ll"PL, \\"1\l'S 1in order of marriage) and 1,;suc: 

r .1/ 111 a 11 ts h 11 I c da. of TshclNJ of the royal kgr3ri> of thl' Ba ya 
Sctsl1cdi. 

a Ntshatc~ f md .l!OTS!:JJL, chief of the Kyatla ha .l/111al:a.u 
b .l/.·II{./P.IAJ: 1

) @ .ll.lLJAJ{AJ..1 111 

c J!athibc m regrnt for TJ-l!PF. 
d Jfohapi 111 

L' Jlot,Wc Ill 

f N1wlwlc m 

2 JI 111 a-~ i k -z,• a II c da. of Ji osckc of the Ha _r;a ,11 of.file ,;t·ction r,r the 
tribe 

a Sik,,·a11c m 
b Jln10.~i Ill 

c Jf111a.;ckcfr f died unmarried 
d .\Iaruputla11c m-

a Jlatha1c lll 

b J/ oabi 111 

O\,·ing to the trilit-'~ ha\ing been so scattered, little 1s remembered 
;1bout this chief's \l"in·s and i;-;suc. 

13 I\ NTSIJ.ll PF. ntled for a long time, until his death in ca. 1884. 
But the :,;un-t·ssion was iITeg-ular lwcausc during thc last fourtet·n years 
of his reign the hulk of the tribe \\"as elsewhere, haying for fear· of the 
Boers and lack of water at Jlosct!ha n·mo,cd, in ca. 1874, to JlahMsc on 
\Vaknal 1316, near the big hole in the ground kn0\n1 as J!adimatle. 
They were accompanied thither by their missionary h'.ierhdmann ;m,] his 
family. 

14 As the chief ATS! f.-l[;pJ~' had stayed behind at J!osct!ha, hi, hei1-
X Jl.lK.lP.lNJ:.' \Yas recognised by the emigrants, and he ruled them 
for about six yeaP,. 
15 X JI.lKAP.dNF., wiYcs (in order of marriage) and 1ssuc: 
1 JI ma I? u b a da. of TshNd1 of the Ba ga Kh11ramas1111,,·01_q clan of the 

tribe 

1
) actually Jlakf'i pa11c is the correct form, as he \\"as named after the 

f.anga Ndcbclc chief of that 11an1e., hut usage has (lc-cided in farnur of 
Maka pane. 
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7 

r _\._I I. NT.~·JLll .PE @ SOLO:.\IO~ m 

d Jfotslzch,1.•a m 
e i)iratsahac @ George m 

f. l{udulc £ d<l unmarrie<l 

g .1/orat-;,•c f md J/ah111yc son of Ts-,,•ctswclc, a distant rangwane 

uncle. 

2 JI 111 as c ,. u f o da. of chief JI.·1 UD. iN E of the Kgatla ba N[ otslia 

a Scrnf6 f 1ml St.nwu}'c Jlotscpc, ,Yl10 it is said should have become 

rhicf of the l{yatla ba .lf111alwu bul ha(l to flee to Jiosctlha and 

(lied here. 
b .lfaba11yallc m 
r :V lwt'1,•c11g m 
d Jf111a11tsckelc £ <lie<l unmarried 

e Tc11mve f md a man from the ya Jfatlula ligoru of the tribe 

i JI111akobc £ m<l Taha11e of the same kgoro. 

g Xt.Wmsc11g £ was gl\ en as s,;a11tlo to the husband of the deceased 

JI111ald)bc 

3 JI at 1 al c }' c <la. of Jfos,,•clc Ra111a.~ite, who are commoners of the 

tribe 
a :V:wlwlc rn 
b Jioro11g,,•c f md Jl cl(1rc of the .11 ores of the royal family at 

Bethany, i.e. of the l{Z(.'CIW ba Jlogopa. 

c Stlctlcng £ md Jfolcfc .lfosctllza, a tribesman 

11 .llmamotlzudi £ md .lloh11ba11c a distant relative, of the royal 

family 
e Sc111ousu m 

-4 J.i a c II ya 11 c da. of Jfoh;mc, a distant relative, of the royal family 

a J/111amohalc 111 

b .limat.~ln.•cnc £ md JI ot.s-/v,,•a11e3
) 

C Sctsh6tlho 111 

5 Se ha!? is w c: 11 c da. of Jl.LYJ{OPANE chief of the Langa Ndebele 

a .lfoct.~i f md a Xdc'/Jclc of that tribe 

b .lloplzalane rn 

r Jimasentslzu f md Namonyalu a distant rang1.uane uncle 

d Bari/mg £ nHl Door, a mokguma11a of the royal kgor8 

2
) in the church register o( :N"az:m:th ( now kept at Jfosctllza) he is 

recorded as Johannes :'.\Jakapaan, Khosi, baptised in January 1892, under 
No.• 303. 

·
3

) head of the Jladiba11a Kgatla, who form a section of the tribe. They do 
not pay tribute. The major part of thC'rn is at Saulspoort. 
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e jJJathsclc m 
f ]{,barapctsc f md a 111emhcr of tlw J/oi/w11_\'(1 iamih· of tht· !,·,,•ow 

ba 1llogopa 
6 Jlmamolopc da. of? of the :llilll;f.,,z,•a itguru 

a illot.folti f m<l Nadit.~ir of the Jlas1t11_\'Cll_lf k_r;fm1, who ar!' distant 
relations of the royal clan 

16 As the feyer had decimated the emigrants at illabotsc1
). they finally 

left this place in ca. 1880 after a sojourn of scn·n years, and om· year 
after the death of X MAJ{.lP/L\T.. 111 ra. 1880 they settled at 
.Ntshzl'ahat.fonc on .Klippoortje 337 jmt north of _Ila Jlfathla on llaakdoorn
laagtc 33q. As MAI-:.ATAl','F::. heir Ti1Tl'f-: \Yas a minnr. the fonner's 
brothe;- ill a t I, i b r acted as n:gent. The sojourn at A" tslr,,•ahat_,:ane 
lasted sc,·en years, u11til 1886. ]n ca. 188;; .:\ I TllIPJ? \YaS l'()Jlsi<lered 
old enough to bc made chief hut 111 a I Iii b c would not yield u11!il com
pelled to do so, and then left with a number of people and settled at 
ya Alatlala (N"ood,-Jmlp 32() south of and near \Varmbad, west of the 
railway). These people, it may bt· added, arc now back in thl' tribe. 
but liYc al Nqobi (Voclstmispan 740 1 undl'r /!as,·itsh,•c (? :-;alati!'l. son 
of Matlzibc. 

17 X[ TJJIPJ? and his pcnplc li\cd at Xtslm•alwt.fo11e for a _\l'ar after 
the breach with Mathibc, and then in ,R86 finally rdurncd to thl'ir ancient 
home, the piesent location"). Their return ,vith TJIIl'B at their head 
was facilitated and probably even prompted by the facL that tlw .rcal chief 
l \. NTSFL:1UPE had died a fr,\· years earlier, in ca. 1884. Less pleasant 
,,·as the di::-co,·cry that the land was nmv thl' farm of ont· lkzt1idcnl10ut 
THJPJ? huilt his residence very near the prc,;cnl chief's headquarters. 
lle died in ca. 1893-4, but no record of this can be found in tht· hooks 
of the Mission. 
18 TllJPJ?, wins .(i11 order of marriage·, and isstw: 
I N t eh c 11 y da. of Jllathibc bi,- uncle. :-on :\"o. I c of .\"T.\'/1. /{ "/' 1 

no issm· 
- JI as if' c i da. oi 1l!as,l•abi, a trilw.:-tllan 

llo-iSSU(· 

3 TI, ab u ila. oi H.ammcdi. a trihl':-rnan of tht· / l11ntishl' ky(ir,; 
a Rasctlola m died ~ts a lad 

4 JI ma 11 I? w ch a da. of Tan, ·a rallf/'l,'ll!l<' u11l·k 

no issue 

4 
\ the whole familv of their 1111ss1onar,· l{il'clwlma1111 also stKct1111becl fo 

malaria. 
5 )at the end of the church reeord ot tlw station :'\azardh then- is this 
note: "Emlc des Kirchcnbuchcs \"(lll \'azardh. Am10 1886 zog !lam, 
Hendrik l\1akapaan mit dun Volk \·c,11 Rit'tspruit nach l\losetla. und nun 
ist die Cemcinde Nazareth n-rhundcn mil derienigen ,011 \losetla 
:\Josdla am ·18 Ko,-emher 18</:i. H. Li.inehurg." · 
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19 As there v,;as no male issue to THIPE, his widow Ntebeng acted as 
-chief from the year of his death ( 1893) until ca. 1899. In Oct. 
1899 the deceased's y·ounger brother XII NTSHAUPE@ TLHABANE 
was made chief. But apparently a section of the tribe did not approve 
-0f his succession, and so, after a big but fruitless meeting on 14th April 
1904, fighting broke out between the chief's faction and that under the 
11ominal leadership of Ntebeng. The latter called in the authorities, who 
.arrested the chief, but he returned with a flag to show that he was 
recognised as chief. This was in May 1904. In June another shooting 
.affray took place, and Ntcbeng fled to the neighbouring Hwaduba tribe, 
which on 24th June 1904 made a surprise attack on the Mosetlha people 
1n order to reinstate Ntebeng. Another fight took place on the 25th June, 
and on the 28th June the M osetlha people retaliated with an attack on the 
Hwadttba tribe. The latter finally attacked the former on 3rd August. 
.again with a number of casualties, and so on 8th August 1904, a force of 
300 Europeans arrived and put an end to hostilities. NTsHAUPE @ 
TLHABANE ruled until his death on IIth May 1911. 

.20 NTSHAUPE was a Christian. His wife and issue were: 
1 P e r i s i la <la. of Tshime of the kgaro Ba ha Tladi of the tribe 

a Alodiehi f md lvlalwnye Musi of kgoro Madibo of the tribe 
b XIII MATHIBE @ HENDRIK m 
C 

0

1lf otsile m 

21 As the deceased NTSHAUPE's heir was still a minor, the farmer's 
brother Dir at s ah a e acted as regent until August 1927, when the 
present chief XIII HENDRIK@ MATH/BE was appointed. 

22 XIII MATH/BE@ HENDRIK: wife and issue: 
1 Di!? el e di <la. of chief OF ENT SE PI LANE of the Kgatla ba ga 

Kgafela 
a Thipe m 
b Tau m 

23 Mephatho or circumc1s1on regiments: There is the following 
sequence of names °for these regiments. The sequence is said to remain 
unchanged and no new names are added. The cycle is however too long 
to allow of any check on the truth of this statement. The leaders are 
named in brackets : 

Mophato Year Leader 
lvfasonya ?1851 MAKAI'A11./E 
1lfadima ?1857 
Mafatlha ?1862 

I Jlf ahata ?1868 
2 J11 athamaga ?1873 

3 Makoba ?187() 

4 1l1erelcba ?1&84, THIPJ'!. 
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5 Malvt{, ?r8qo 
6 J'yf atlakala ? 18,J_=i 1VTsHAUPE 

7 Matladi :1901 
8 Mapulana ?1906 

9 ill ason3•(l ?r9r 2 

IO Madima (H)I7 

If Mafatllw :1923 JlATHIBE 

24 TH [PE was the last chief to be circumcised. He went through the 
kb111a at lVtshz,•ahat.w11c, probably in 1884. His father JlAKAP.li\·1,· was 
a LcsonJa, probably circumcisecl in 1850 and his father NTsHAUPE was a 

Lcthama,r;a, probably circumcised between 1815-1820. It seems that the 
normal intetTal bdw.een mc/'hathb ,vas fi\·e to six years. As THIPE 
was the last chid to be circumcised, the holding of lodges fell into 
desuetude. The missionaries arc said to han: brought this about. The 
subsequent mcphalfu.j were named but no rite" were l1dd and the only 
public act, as substitute for the lodge, was the performance by the 
111phatlz(j of a one-day task for the chief. 

25 Tribal organisation: The tribe is di\·ided into the folhm·ing 
sections and subsections ( dil:gtirt1), under th, control of the: 1wrsons 
named: 
( 1) KgtJr[j 3•a mosata under the chief himscli 

Subsections: (a) 111otslm•anc 
(b) Tshwa11a 
(c) Matsirima 
(d) 1.lfolopc 
( c) Khu11wa11a 
( f) iv! adibu 

(2) Kgvro ya Ba ha Mmckwa, who arc .BatJididi, under Doris Maremf 
(3) Kg[jrtJ ya Mosadi-moholo _under Malu"ihanc @ Simon Setshcdi 

Subsections: (a) Ba ha 1lfasowycng 
(b) Maswaana 
(c) Ba ,vfolema 
(d) Tsvpye or Rantsima, babina-kgomo 

(4) Kgor[j ya ha Mmamarama under Modil?we Khopc. This kgvro 
joined the tribe later in its career, but yet a long time ago. 

Subsections: (a) Pitsc 
(c) Khokha 

Newcomers to the tribe arc put into one or another of these kgoro_ 
The whole tribe is now considered to be Christian. 

26 Sources: 
ti) Oral information, obtained in April 1944, from 1lfolefe Mmusi 

(age-grade Mereteba); Lucas Mmusi (Mereleba); Porn Ramorapedi 
(Mathamaga); Klaas Mosetlhe Mangwane (Maloto) who is considered 
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by Ow others to be -very reliable; Jfuhapi Matlhara (:llaloto). p) A 

short :-IS in my office about the factions of 1900 by an informant not 

named. /3) A. I. Richards " Some causes of a revi::al of tribalism in 

South .-\frica" Man XLI No. 65 (ca. I page) contains a few facts. 

IA) Church records of Mosctlha and Georg Haccius D. "Hannowrsche 

M issionsgcschichte " 3 pt. I Hennannsburg 1914. I am indebted to 

l{cv. H. Gn:ve for kind help in this connection. 

All the foregoing was read through by the chief. ·who evinced con

siderable interest in the matter. 
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UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

DEPARTMENT OF NATIVE AFFAIRS 

ETHNOLOGICAL PUB LI CA TIO NS 

No. 18 

The Ndebele of J. Kekana 

by N. J. van Warmelo 
Government Ethnologist 

1944 

1 District: Hamanskraal, Transyaal. 

2 Numbers and distribution: On tribaliy o,yncd land 766 taxpayers, 
on European ow.ned farms 211 taxpayers, total 977 taxpayers. These 
figures were taken from the tax records of the Na ti Ye Commissioner, 
Hamanskraal, and may be relied upon as being fairly accurate. 

3 Names of tribe: Mandebelc, ba ga Kcka11a. 

4 Totem:& They bina (haYc as totem) ndlo'l'u the elephant. 

5 Language: The Transvaal Ndebclc dialect of Scbitiela's people in Pot
gietersrust district, from whom these arc an offshoot. As this language is not 
used in writing, and the surrounding tribes use Tswana dialects, especially 
Sckgatla, the latter are ,veil known. But former residence near the 
111anala Ndcbcle and connections with Pcdi speaking people (sec history), 
giYe an orientation towards the East. 

6 Chief and royal clan: The chief is JO HANK ES KAREL 
KEKANA, born ca. 1909, appointed 16 Dec. 1925. His family call 
themsekes Ba ga Kc!wna, which is an isibongo; the isithogo::clo is 
Jlhlophcni, Jlhlotshcni. They were also called Mthombcni people, for 
reasons given in the history below. The chiefs should get their wiYes 
from other Ndebelc royal families and haYe apparently done so in som 
past instances. 

7 The royal clan is divided into ffre sections: ( 1) ba ga Jlhloplw 
Mhlotshcni (that of the chiefs), (2) beJo.fakwc11i, (3) bcJ1awanc11 

bcMa11aile11i, and ( 5) bcJo.fofa11c11i, in this order of rank. 
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8 Skeleton genealogy of royal family: 

nCUJ.\"GO 

I 
XOZI '.YDZ.d 

hut No. I! 

I __ 
i 

Y,li\"G,lLlL:'1 
I 

Jl,·lBOYAflOYA 
I 

I 
! 

~-r . 
X0.11 Cl..XGEHE @Jl:1/AMOKEflE J,EflEL6@ SEN6T6 

I 
JOHANNES@ TANE (d<l Aprii 1887} 

i 
K,-\REL @ SEROT6 

I 
JOl-L\NNES@ T.lXE 

( present chief) 

Histbty and genealogy of chiefs: 

I 
I 7 

( dd rs May 1916) Ab ram 

9 L'ndcr the chief JJLLOXGO these people formed p,irt of the .Ydcbclr 
tribe occupying the area around Bon Acconl, north of Pretoria. where 
this chief liwd and died at JJ !8x811dlovu, the hillocks cast of Hon !\cconl 
station on Doornpoort 506. flUl,ONGO in his old age ,vas blincl. and 
,Yishing to giYe the medicines and paraphern,dia of chicf1a;nship to his 
eldest son JlAA,lL---1 ioki him to go out to hunt a mbucl~mo (zebra). 
The mother of NDX(:"NDZA overheard this and told her son to kill a 
goat, which she prepared and sent in to the old man, telling N DZUX DZ.rl 
what to 1lo. He pretended that h<: was JfANALA and was gi\·en the 
rhino horn rlub and the medicine horn of chieftainship by hi:- ol<l 
father. \Vhcn JJAN AL·I c~me home he found he had been thus cheate<l 
of his rights. (This is substantially the tale as told by all branchc,- of the 
Ndcbclc in these parts, as also what now follo\\"s). 

10 The trouble started when the old man died and the supporters of 
JlANALA attacked the NDZUNDZA section and drove them out, 
purstiing them across the Olifant and Tubatsc (Steclpoort). Herc a 
mcmbl;r of the Jfsiza clan said, " As they are people and not animals, 
:·t us desist from pursuing them further " ( a pron·rb) so they turned 

ck. The adherents of YANGAL-1LA had supported NDZUNDZA 
(a~ had fie<! with them. \Vhen across the Steelpoort, one of their girls 
(MQer first courses and they could not proceed. NDZUNDZA's people 

·I at them OH'r this and called them the Jlthombcni folk ( from 
•zba ·• attain puberty "), and went on, leaving them behind. 



Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2020

15 

11 \ Vhen they moved on again, tlwy \\Tnt their own ways and, crossing 

the Olifant again, entered the country of Jlolctlanc, chief of the Batlulm•a 

ba xa Ts,,•ai, who were owners oi that country, and ,vho ha<l ,vith them 

the Ba xa .llaaxa, who are Ba xa .Vgobcni and probably of Sv,azi origin. 

This country is still known as JI olctlanc (but note, not xa Ji olctlilllc, so 

!here i,; ~ome doubt as to there l'Ver ha,-ing been a chief of that name), 

and is still occupied by the main body of those 1v~dcbelc, for it is the 

present Sebitida's location. The newcomers acknowledged the occupants 

of the land for a season, but then decided they were not going to be 

n1le<l by Sotho, arnl attacked ;md drove them out. A number 1emaine<l 

behind who were prepared to ,-ubmit. (There still an.' 111aaxa people at 

M olctla11e today.) 

]2 L,-L\'G,lL.,lLA's ,,-i,-es and issue arc forgotten except 

.:'T ;Va Ji 1t lull ff,,, an c da. of a member of the i11!m11dla of the Ba ga 

.l/ uhrng-zc•anc, who ,n·n· curnn1011t-r membt.rs of the tribe 

:a J/ABOYAl~OL-1 111 

13 Y.dNGALALA liveu in peace at Jlolctlane and died there. He was 

succee<kd by his son JL--1.BOYABOY,-1. During the latter's reign the 

Pcdi ( chief unknown) came 011 a Yisit and inYitcd them to a <lance. 

\Vhilst all the young men were thus engaged a party of the Pcdi secretly 

attacked the 1.Ydebclc Yillages, mas~acrcd, burnt and looted, doing much 

damage. 

14 .lL--1.BOYABOYA, his wi,cs and issue arc- only remembered thus: 

I Na .ll u lung wane a da. of the Jlulungwane hrlmndla of the tribe 

:a l'ITOJJUll!GEBE@ JJJLlJIOKEBE 111 

2 ?v' a JI ah la 11, g u da. of a member oi the Ndzundza tribe 

:a LEBEL() @ SER6TO m 

3 
:a Bolla m 

15 After .ll/lBOY,lBOY.d's death his son NOMUNGEBE became 

chief. During his reign the \-oortrckkers came into the country. The 

name Lcbcsc (i.e. Louis Trichardt) is recognised by some of the 

informants, but they don·t remember anything in connection with it. 

There ,n-re no troubles ,vith Europeans. ·whilst NOJIUNGEBE was 

chief, it was usual for his younger brother Lebel(; @ Scrutu to be 6Cllt 

as represent1tiYc and messenger in dealings with the Boers. He thus 

became ,veil known to them, so that ,vhencvcr they came to the tribe 

1hey asked for him instead of for the chief. This gave rise to the 

suspicion that he might become too powerful and might oust the chief, 

but though the latter was put on his guard by whisperers, he <lid nothing 

against him but suggested to him in priYatc that he should leaYe. So one 

day ,vhen the chief had gone with his regiment of 1vlanga11a to Afoliopane's 

-(Valtyn) for a <lance, LEBEL() and some ·young men <lccamped with a 
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number of cattle, and fled south. The chief would not allmv anything 
to be done about it. 

16 LEBEL6 and his p~rty sought refuge under European protection and 
settled first at N okanapedi on Rhenosterfontein 235 ( 19 miles cast of the 
present location), whither the women and other relations who \Yished to 
liye under him followed in due course. He liYed a long time, recognising 
the suzerainty of SEKOTI, regent for MAUBANE, chief of the Kgatla 
ha M otsha, then living on the Thswane ( Aapies R.) on Boschplaats 507 
( adjoining the present location), for in those days all the surrounding 
country, especially that to the east and north, was all Kgatla territory .. 
At a later date LEBEL6 moYed from Noka11apcdi to Boschplaats 507 and 
lived there together with the Kgatld, at Ga M onalcdi on the ea:-t bank of 
the Thswane. After a time ( ?1860) he moYed to Ga jfo11tsubu!w or Xa 
Jlma111othlaba11e on Haakdoornfontcin 492 (just north of Wallmanns
thal), a farm the11 the property of one Schoeman. Herc J,EBELO died. 

11 LEBEL6 @ SER6T6, wives (in order of marriage) and issue: 
I N aJ1 ah la n g u da. of a member of the Nd:::und:::a tribe. 

a T ANE @ JOHANNES1) 111 

b Kalapa f mcl one of the Ba .rn 111adi.fo, ,Yho arc members of the 
tribe 

2 1V a Ke!? an a cla. of ? of the royal family 
a Marifone f md ? of the Ba :ra Kutimzela, members of the tribe 

3 Na Mah I an g u cb. of ? of the Ndzundza tribe 
a J1ungonyama @ Jakalase m I 
b Badie:rile @ Sci/a m. father of Isaac Kclwna. an important man 

111 the tribe 
4 Na 111 ah I a 11 g u da. of a member of the Xd:::u11d:::a tribe 

a Somcng·,(•a @ RamekZc•a m 
b K:rori m 
c 111nsenya f md Sek:r,,!clc a conunom-r of the tribe 
d ? f md a member of the 1Vdz1md:::a tribe. from far a,,·ay and has 

therefore been lost sight of. 
c 11Juthimbana f md Tswai a commoner of the tribe, and afterwards 

Herman Jlfas8x8, an important man 
5 Na Mu Ii b al i da. of ? of the Ba .:rn Jlulibali family of Magolllbane 

or Valtyn's tribe, l'otgietersrust 
a Nobulcmbu f md Jacobus Mabhcna of the Jia11ala tribe. 
b 1Vomathlaswa11a f md i1Jajafcla Kcka11a, of the tribe 
c Nomusajana £ md Khu:::-zc•ayo, a Xhosa \\'ho came up from the Cape 

in the olden days ancl joined the tribe. 
cl Di11lm•a11ya11a 111 

1
) he ,vas a twin, the other being killed at birth. According to Sotho 

custom both would ha Ye been killed. The N guni attitude towards twins 
is seen persisting here. 
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18 Before LEBEL6 had even left Jvl oletlane, his eldest son and heir 

TA.NE@ JOHANNES had gone with some other male relatives to work 

ior guns (dithunyeng) in the Cape Province. When he returned he 

was directed to Ga Mantsubuko and found tribal affairs in the hands of a 

headman who was acting as chief, LEBEL6 his father having died 

perhaps two years previously. The people recognising LEBEL6 had 

during all these years been much augmented by various Ndebele, not of 

the Jioletlane tribe, living on the farm and nearby. These had all put 

themselves under LEBEL6, and so when JOHANNES took over, a fact 

,vhich was made known to Schoeman, he had quite a considerable 

following. A section objected to his being educated and to his progressive 

ideas, and moved to Kongwe on Leeuwkloof 150, II miles further east, 

but tO(lay thef have all returned to the tribe. 

19 Chief JOHANNES was a man thirsting for education and so he 

moYCd with some of his people to Wallmannsthal, at that time belongmg 

to a European whom the natives.called Phoko. The chief of the Nlanala 

Ndehcle and a large section of his people were also on the farm, though 

mostly on the cast bank of the Jioretele (Pienaars R.), and the two groups 

livccl fairly peacefully together. The mission bought the farm from 

l'h6ko. After a time there was trouble with the missionary and JOHAN

NES ancl his tribe left in about 1870 (very approximately) and settled 

-on their present farm Lecmvkraal 396, then belonging to one Erasmus, 

and worked for him. · 

20 L1NE @ JOHANNES @ JANE, being a Christian, had only one 

wife and the following issue: 
I Non t w a da. of Ramaforoko of the Baxa Nladisa 

a Jfvxbtolto f md Leth.foba, ;1 commoner of the Ba xa Lethsaba 

family originally of the ;_V[ anala tribe 

b N abhunit f md Samuel, a commoner of the Ba xa M atsi, a family 

which joined the tribe in later times 
c KAREL @ SEROT6 m 
<l Kx'umba m 
e :Maria@ Mantwa £ md Kxetsane@ Hezekiel of the Baxa Ma}isi 

family, members of the tribe 

f JAMBUBA @ ABRAM m ,vas regent for his elder brother's son 

g Sik«.mie m 
h Jane @ Tane m 

21 The chief JOHAN i\ ES was well educated, and greatly trusted by 

the 1{epublican authorities. He died in April 1887, and his son KAREL 

became chief. The velclkornet }l,faitia-a-lla (" you howl when he flogs 

yon", Albert Botha) held a public function on 12th :May 1887 where 

many Europeans were present and waved· the Vicrkleur over him and said 

among~t other things that whoever touched him touched the Government, 
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and Genl. Joubert gave him authority to furnish passes to all natives pro
ceeding to Pretoria through his area. After the Anglo-Boer war, the 
Native Commissioner King gave him a plan whereby to acquire the fannr 
and in 1911 they began paying for it. 

22 SER6T6 @ KAREL was a Christian. His first wife died without 
issue: 

l Na Lang a da. of chief MASEBE of the Langa Ndcbele tribe, Pot
gietersrust 

no issue. 
2 Na Madi s a da. of Tlozt of the Ba .rn Jfodifa 

a JOHANNES @ TAXE 111 present chief 
b Agripa @ Nomzmgchc m deceased 
c Maria @ Masadi f md Pu!CJ1g@ Filipt'ts 'lva xa Madi:§a 
d Pctcszvanc @ Katerina f still unmarried 

23 It appears that the first wife was the tribal wife. She was married 
by ci\·il rites, and separatnl from her husband because she had no issue. 
She was alive when the second marriage, also a ci\·il one, was contractelL 
on 26 August I<)o8. The details of the second marriage need not be· 
discussed here. 

24 The chief KAREL died on 15 l\Iay H)16, and his younger brotlwr 
.fambuba @ Abram acted for his son JOHANNES. There was a great 
deal of litigation over water rights during his time, and the tribe was
invoked in heavy costs. At present the tribe owns the larger portion of 
Leeuwkraal 3<)6 ;mcl a portion of T,vecfontein 275. 

25 vVhen the present chic£ JOHANNES was thought to be olcl enough, 
he took oyer the chicftainshtp from his uncle on 16th December H)25. 

26 JOHANNES @ T Al./E, as a Christian, has one wife only: 
I Masc mp an c da. of chief HANS MASE NF of the Langa 1Ydcbcle· 

of 1 'otgietersrust 
a Jfatimpula m 
h Hans @ ·Malcsela 111 

c Jonia f 
d Lcbclo m 
e .S'c:copotsu @ Maria f 
f J,cphcng @ Agripa m 

Circumcision regiments of chiefs: 

27 The first chief whose regiment is remembered is 
1YOMUNGEJ:h', Yiz. Jfa11ga11a. The rest are 
Ll~'JlELO Matha111axa 
JOI IANNES, the fast Jfakxah,.'a 

chid to be circumcised 
at 1\[ olctlanc 
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KAREL i1/ adla11gzvc, Jfatlah.i!c 
JOI-lAXNES Jladla11ga11a 

J,l:J?F.L6, being a younger son and not a chief cxcq)t through having 
broken off the main tribe, had no power to hold a circumcision lodge on 
his own, and never did. The rites were also not encourageLl by his son 
JOHAXNES ,vho was a Christian, and were not held by the tribe. All 
those who wished their sons to be circumcised sent them to other tnlies, 
notably to the M a11ala Ndcbclc. 

28 Composition of tribe: It 1s thought that about sixty per cent. 
of the tribe still speak Ndcbclc today, the rest being Kgatla and others, 
notably also about 25 families of Shangaans, with whom intermarriage 
has taken place in one instance. 

Tribal government: 

29 The people live in four settleme1}ts, each of which has its headman 
and court to try small cases. These are: 
p) J!aja11cni, ,vhere the chief liYes, administered by himself. 
(2) Jlarolwlo11g in the ~.E. part of the rcserH·, administered by Tomas 

@ Jfaxaholw Kclwno. This hcadmanship is hereditary bcctL!:ic 
these people came from J/ olctla11c afterwards and consider tht·111-
scln:s a distinct unit. 

(3) Xa Namulsc in the eastern part of the rcserYe and cast of tlw 
Tlzs,l'l/1/C ri\"l'L This area is administered by Julius Jfapheleio· 
of the JJa xa TsZc•ai. These people, oi thl' Tswai and Jlalctc 
clans, \I.Tn· thl' only om·s to come down logcthn with LEBEJ,c)
from J!olctlm1c. The J.falcti.: arc abo callL"d Ra xa Jloxotlm1e, 
they arc !Jatlwk,,•a (j/antu119,va) that is, true Xdcbelc, though 
only conmHmer:- ( bat.scta). The headman Julius is an appointect 
fu11ctio11ary, and may be rcmoYed from offo;e h_y the chief 
without much lrnuble. At least, ,;o they say. 

(4) Sa 5'uruma11c in thl' western part of lhl' r!'snn·, is admi11istered by 
J!o!oJi z,•a xa Phala11l'. lie is also an appoink<l dignitar~·, who• 
ran be n·1110\·ecl hy the chief. 

30 The actual pmn·r in the tribe is concentrated in the hands of the 
iollo\1 ing men who arc usually summoned lo discuss any malt('rs of 
importance: 

1 the chief himself 
:2 Abram, his uncle and the former regent 
J Daniel Jladikoloxa, ~omehow related to the royal family. but 

influential not through rank but throt~gh ability i he has probably 
wormed himself into this position by assiduous attention to tribal 
affairs. 

4 Josef Kclwna, senior of the Jiawa11cni scctiC:m of the royal claa 
5 Isaac Kekana, son of Badiexilc, daughter No. 3b of LEBELO 
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6 J ustinus, younger brother of f9regoing 

7 Christian J1alctc, the head motscta or official of the chief's place . 
8 Herman Maso:rn, husband of 111uthimbana, daughter No. 4e of 

LEBEL6 
9 Hezekia@ Kxctsanc Jl1asisi, husband of J;fantwa, daughter No. 1e 

of JOHANNES, and therefore aunt of the present chief 

IO Josia Kutumela, who is a malomc (maternal uncle) o.f the chief, 
because his father was a halfbrother (by same mother) of 
N ontwa, grandmother of the present chief, thus: 

1111 Tlou 

Mak:rethwa 
Ramoroko Madisa ■ X. X ■ Kotse@ Kutumela 

(first husband) j j (second husband) 

I 
JOJIANNES ■ X. 

I 
I 

KAREL ■ 
I 

~ 

I 
■ Senamela ■ Sakeng 
I ~~~ 

Nontwa I 
I 
■ Josia 

JOHANNES (present chief) 

II Thomas Kclwna, son of Mungonyama, son No. 3a of LEBEL6. 

31 The abcm: is approximately their order of importance. It is easily 
seen from the above how mistaken it is to conceive of political power in 
the· tribe as being concentrated in the hands of the few seniors of the 
1 oyal family. The sons 0£ aunts, who were daughters of previous chiefs, 
are also looked upon as close relatives, and their mothers as more im
portant than their fathers, ,,-hich is why they are accorded a good deal 
.of Sa)' in tribal affairs. 

32 Churches: The following were named without hesitation as 
being represented in the tribe: Lutheran, Wesleyan. Dutch Reformed, 
I ndepenclent. Ethiopian, Seventh Day Adventist, Roman Catholic, Zion, 
Apostolic, Swiss and Bopedi Lutheran. 

33 Marriage: lt is maintained that despite a notable degree of 
sophistication due to the proximity of the large towns, all men still give 
cattle to marry wives, ustially seven to five head, or in money £30 at 
five pounds per head. It is further maintained that divorces are 
exceedingly rare, so that the chief and his councillors could only recall 
one case with some difficulty. This is a matter I haYe not been able to 
test. 
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34 Sources of information: ·There are no official papers or 

published literature. The foregoing data were all obtained at Leeuwkraal 

in March 1944 from the chief, his uncle Abram, and other old and 

reliable info.rmants. 
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UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

DEPARTMENT OF NATIVE AFFAIRS 

ETHNOLOGICAL PUBLICATIONS 
No. 19 

The Bahwaduba 
by N. J. van ivarmclo 

Government Ethnologist 

1944 

1 District: Hamanskraal, Transvaai . 

.2 Numbers and distribution: in the Reserve (S,vartbooystad) 33 
taxpayers, on tribally owned farms I 105 taxpayers, on Trust owned farms 
.=;o taxpayers, total I 188 taxpayers. The total population is about four to 

iiYc times as much. 

3 Names of tribe: Bah-waduba or 11Jatcbelc. 

4 Totem: they bina (haYc as totem) narc, the buffalo. 

5 Language: Though of N dcbclc origin, these pcopie lrJng ago lost 
their original language, and now speak a Kgatla type of Tswana like their · 
neighbours the Ba JI osctlha. \Vhen the oldest informants were children, 
say 1880-90, some of the people were still using Ndebcle. 

6 Chief: HAZAEL JIATHIBE, appointed 22 September 1922. 
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7 Skeleton genealogy of chiefs: 

I 
III MODIMAKWANE 

'1 . 

IV JJADUMO 
I 

V PETE 

VI MA}HJBE 

VII KGIJsJ 
I 

VIII AJATHIBE 
I 

I 
IX LEPONO 

I MUS;! 
I 

lI TSHFVANE 
I 

I I I I , 
Manala@ Mabhcna Mopu Molctlane l.ctswalo 

I I 
X J.v!ODIKWE Moubane 

I (regent) 
XI HAZAEL MATHIBE 

(present chief) 

History and genealogy of chiefs: 

Malete 

8 Originally these people came from what they call JJ1aponong (i.e. 
amongst the Zulus, probably Zululand), and were Nguni folk. They 
first settled at Ma!?gophanc (l\Iooiplaats 502, cast of Pretoria) at the 
source of the ill orctclc or l'irnaars River. The chief ,vho had led them 
thither from Zululand. ,vas 11IUSI. During his lifetime they 1110\ed from 
Jlal?gophanc to the yery site of l'retoria itself, on the banks of the 
Tshwanc or Aapies Ri-ver, "·hich 1s called after ,1JU/;J's son and successor 
TSHFVANE, ,vho also liwd there a while but subsequently settled at 
Scfateny-sa-Phitsanc (Wondcrboompoort) on the north side of this defile 
through the M;1galiesberg. There TSJHV..:UVE died. .His people had 
occupied all these parts without any trouble, as they ~ound the country 
devoid of inhabitants. 

9 The wi\·cs of TSJIWANE are not remembered, but according to 
tradition he had six sons, each by a different wife, and these sons headed 
the portions of the tribe that now broke off and went each its own way, 
to establish new tribes elsewhere. These sons arc named in the skeleton 
genealogy already giyen abow. The first to depart was Lcts,calo, who• 
established himself cast of ~'ietersburg. The next was 111 olctlanc @. 
Kclwna who also went north an<l founded the Sebiticla tribe. The third 
was M opo who settled at Bosfontein in J.:ustenburg, founding the Bapo 
tribe, from v,·hich in turn the Tlhalw tribe originated. The fourth was 
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Malctc, \Yhose descendants live in Bechuanaland1
). The fifth was 1vfanala 

@ JV[abhc11a, who founded the 1vfanala sections of Ndebele, from which 
again the Tsutsa or Ndzundza broke off. Thus only Ill 
MODDvlAMAKW ANE remained. It is obvious that this is a fanciful 
genealogical reconstruction of what actually happened, to account for the 
existence of the various Ndebelc tribes, and is not to be relied upon except 
as an indication of the relationship of these tribes to one another. 

10 JIODJ1vfAKWANE did not stay where his father had lived but 
moved to Ga Raletsoku on Klipdrift 87 south of ·Hamanskraal, and there 
he died. His wives and children are not remembered except his son and 
successor IV J1ADUkl6, who moved to Mohalaube on Dewitskraal 519, 
south-east of Pienaars River station and then again to Mmametlhake on 
Bultfontein 472, east of Mackenzie siding, where he died. His wives 
and their issue are not remembered, except his son and successor 
V PETE, who lived and died there. PET.E's ,vives and issue are not 
remembered except his successor VI 1vfATHIBE. He al:,o ruled peace
fully there until he was killed in a battle with the Bakwcna ba Mogopa, 
at the M atlharc or !YI allaj,hiri koppies near Brits. He was huried there. 

11 1vlATHIBE's wives are not remembered, but tradition says that 111 

three different huts he had these sons r (a) KGOSI 2 (a) Nkutlwmg, 
father of Motsckctla and 3 (a) Afohapi. _After MATHIBE's death he 
was succeeded by his son Vll KGOSI, who continued to live at 
Jvlmamctlhakc until he moved to Matlholn,, an area near, and west of, the 
intersection of the railway and the M ogalakwena, i.e. at the ::VIoordclrift 
memorial. The reason for this migration was their fear of Mzilikazi, 
who had already worsted them once. This may therefore have been 
around 1825. After a sojourn at il1 atlhoh, they left for Lchobe, near 

.• and west of 11;[ odimolle mountain and therefore not far from :--J ylstroom. 
Subsequently they moved again and settled at KhwadubcJ1g, the present 
location on Witgatboom 62 .. As by this time the Voortrekkers had come 
into the country, but were still far away, this may have been ca. 1840. 
Nevertheless, for fear of them they migrated to Phatametsane in 
Sekukunilan<l. They kept themselves independent there, and fought off 
the Ndzundza Ndebele when they molested them. After a stay of many 
years the whole tribe moved b,_lck again to Khwadubcny, their present 
location. Herc KGOSI died in ca. 1877 ( ?). 

12 VII KGOSI, wives (in order of marriage) and issue: 
I Jf ma 111 at hi b e cla. of M~ pye, a mem~er of the royal family. 

a MATHIBE m 

1
) cf. V. Ellenberger "IIistory of the Ba-ga-Aialetc. of Ramoutsa" m 

Ti·ans. Roy. Soc. S.A. 1937 25 p.33. 
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1a 111 ale th we da. of Rapulana, a son of 111pye and younger brother of 
1llmaAlathibe2

). She was married as scant/a for her aunt 
Nl111a11,fathibc, and had no hut of her own. Her issue rank as 
the children of Mmw1lathibe. 

b ivlmampadi £ md Ranthufcng Kgatlc, a !?gosana of the tribe 
c Hankwctca m (gave information in 1944) 
cl 1Wmamoeke f got lost in town 

2 1vl ma Alo s w c 11 ya n c da. oi Kohmnc, a commoner of the Seabc 
Kgatla 

a 11lo:r&enya,1e m 
b RamoHc m 
c T.foung f md Swaratllzc, a commoner tribesman 
d Afocdi f md 11loerane Alopu, of the Rape] royal familY 
e Scbolw i md A1ocra11e the same 
f Almabasi f md ,t1 atswinya11c, ;1 commoner from l1f osettha 
g Rantikioane m 
h Ka1epc m 

3 M o It .x- o b a a da. of AJ ohapi of the Bapu tribe 
a Semake £ rnd J1lo11amodi, a local kgosana 
b Ramoiiapi 111 · 

c Ranypka m 
d 1llmamupi f rnd Jlodisc, a local commoner 

4 },J math cl c di da. of Taba11r, a i?gosa11a of the tribe 
a Theledi 111 

b Tlharipane f rnd JI olw11i, a ltgosana 
c :Wohale m 
d Swaratlhc 111 

e J.fatsoma £ md Jlanyclc a rangzvane of the royal family 
f M olw11ya11e m (gave information in 1944) 
g Jlma111ahotsi f md Jlothopi of the royal family 
h Jlloralie m 

5 ill mar a Ii h u 111 u da. of Dipharc, a kgosana 
a Rakhumu 111 

b cvl oloko i md J/ athaba, a local commoner 
c 1\f okabanc m 
d Ramakwati 111 

e Ra111atlhantlha11c m (ga\T informatioi1 in 1944) 
6 JI map ho lo kg o Io da. of Af oleko, a distant relation of the royal 

family 
a Plwlokgolo 111 

b Tootswa11e £ 1rnl Jf otshele of the Kyatlc kgoro 

2
) 111p:,•e by his wife Mohaladi had this issue: (a) Mabule m; (b} 

MmaMathibc f; (c) Sek.x-wari rn; (d) Rapulana m; (e) Mohutoku m. 
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L' Jf111amohatsa11c f md Phalatsc, a commoner of :Mosetlha 

f Phatamctsanc m 

7 JI 111 a It g ·wad i da. of Kgatlc, a l<gosona of the tribe 
a Kgwadi f md TshcN5, a local commoner 
h Jlatlhalm f 1ml Jla!?i11ta, a !?gosa11a 
c Nammoi 111 

d Jla!tuko i md Motc11a11c, a ra11gwa11c of Ow famiiy 

e Ji ukgalc 111 

f Mmalwtolc f md Kzctsc, a rang,vimc of the family 

8 M 111 a I c II ya ·w c da. of Masobela wa ga Phetla, a tribesman 
a Lcnyazvc 111 

b Jlmantshi11yc11g f m<l Phofcdi, a local commonn 
c Dikcledi f md JJothopi a k_1Josa11a 
d Jlohutoho 111 

9 ,11 ma modi 111 o I< 'll' an c da. of 1llolefc, a l<gosa11a 
a Ji odimokwane 111 

b Jloahgaphu f md Jluh, a commoner 
c Jlahhutsana f md J,elm•ala11c, a rangwanc of the royal family 
d Ji o.foli f md a man ,Yim left and was never heard of again 
e Tshipane 111 

£ Kalakati m 

IO J / m a t h a 11 1; c da. of Ji asi/o, a commoner 
a Tha1111c f md Lctoho, ~: distant relation of the royal family 
b Morahe 111 

c Ntahanc f md J<amoloi, a rangzc•a11c of the chief 

I 1 JI/ m a d it h w a 11 a da. of. 111 asala, a hgosana 
a Tshwcnyana f md Ma.i'itc wa ga i1foabi, a local kgc1rc3 
b Jlallatodi f md Seromo., a hgosana 

12 Ta di @ 111 m a I< ;r a ts an a da. of li1 odingwana, son of a ntona 
a K:r:at.fonc m 
b J.llmampcli t md 111 ouaheng, a commoner 
c iVImatlhapi f md Scmauswu wa ha Dipliare, a local llgor8 
d 1lfmamatHok1va11c f dd unmarried 
e Thotfonc m 

£ Ralcphethc m 

13 JI ma mo Ji t cl e t -~ i <la. of jf ohat.fonc, a commoner 
a J\f ositclctsi m 

b Jlfmamok.r:aba. f md Rascbitse, a commoner 
c Ralcf sika m 

d Khunwane £ dd unmarried 



Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2020

28 

:14 S e ta l a da. of .vladiba, a commoner 
a J;fmatsemane f md Scmatlakane, a commoner from .,foletlane 
b Ramakola m 

15 Jf ma mot lop i da. of Alathaba, a commoner 
a Jlotlopi f md Ramabiletsa wa ha Tshoke, commoners 
b .VI mantehe f md Dibc wa ha N kutshweu, commoners 
C Kurubela m 
d Motsela m 

-16 JI ma l ch u l wan c da. of Tshoke family of connnoners 
a Lehulwane m 
b J1fmotsi f md Raboclikc wa ha Mmalese, commoners 
c 111mamoditsi f md Marapolotse, a commoner from JHatlala's, 

Pieters burg 
d, ,11edupe m 
e ,~Iosidi f md Phofu, a commoner 
f Lescbana m 

13 After VII KGOSI's death, which is said to have taken place a short 
time after the war of P8r8k8r8 ( Pres. Burgers: therefor<" perhap~ 
1877?), his son VIII /vIATHIBE @ SWARTBOOI succeeded him. 
There was no trouble over the sucession and nothing happened during 
his reign. He already had several wives when he became chief. 

14 VIII Jl,1ATHIBE, wives (in order of marriage) and issue: 
.I Mm ants i pc, cla. of MOH ALE the Bapo chief 

a Seinpapa m died at same time as his father and could not succeed 
b IX LEPONO @ AMOS m 
c X 1v!ODJKWE @ THOMAS m 
d Se!?itla m dd at same time as _his father 
e T sosanc m dcl at same time as his father 

2 M m a ny a k a l e cla. of M odibedi of the local Kf}atla kguro 
a N ya kale m 
b Mmameretliueu f md Ramabone, a local kgo5ana 
c Jl,fmathole f mcl Kxaole, a local commoner 
cl Sefsi f md llfatebese, a commoner 
e M otlopi f mcl A1otsepc, son of her uncle 2a Afos;_ccnyanc 
f Moro f mcl 111 os-&enyana wa ha AI athabe, a commoner 
g Sewawa m 

.3 Mm a pule cla. of Af olokwane, a local commoner 
a Pule m 

b Af oubanc @ Sakkies m, regent for H AZAEL 
c Kabomu f md lvlokxadi wa ha Aloleko, a tri.besman 
cl 11folokwa11e m 
c .~1olemi f md Malebyc, a kgosana of Mosctlh11 
f Alotl!zong f md Kotope Alathabc, elder brother to husband of 2£ 
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4 M mate m e <la. of 111 oseketla, a rangwane of the chief 

a l'vf111asebe f md lvf ohapi wa ha M oabi, a commoner 

b Maidi f md Ramosweu Mathabe, elder brother to husband of 3f 

c Namo m 
<l Tsie m 

5 J1l male ts he I a <la. of M onaheng, a kgosa11a 

a Letshela m 
b M.maletoho f m<l Kibiti, a local commoner 

6 Se l e It e <la. of Raseleke wa ha M onaheng, a ra11g,va11e of the chief 

a Scpolane f m<l Kxwaetsi, a local kgosana 

b J1mamolwno f not married, being a cripple 

C Rampareh8 m 
7 Mm u le <la. of Lefifi, a rakgadi of Stmmnan Lcfifi (Barolong) 

a Lcfifi m 
b Ntahane f dd unmarried 

8 111mamokolo <la. of Ramoralahane, a ti;ibesman 

a Ramolamo m 

b Jf111asikwane f md Radikadi, a tribesman 

c Jfmanzoripi f md M petlekanc of the Mabhcna Ndebele royal 

family: she returned after his death 

d Rasemathu m 
9 .M mats lz eh an e <la. of Tasanc z,•a ha Jlakinta, of the royal clan 

a Ioele m 
b Diseko £ md M osweswe, who disappeared with her 

C Dibete m 
IO M In at sh eh a 11 e <la. of lvl oswen3•ane wa ha Pete 

a Jfmantsapi f md ?, has been lost sight of 

b Tshclzanc m 
1 I JI,[ ah u be <la. of the .Mathabe f;_trnily already mentioned 

a Nlmtlwcng m 

b other issue unknown because this wife went to town. ne\·er to 

return, after her husband's demise 

12 K a t SC da. of Ratsheko, a tribesman 
a Sckata £ md J1at.fonc, a commoner 
b Jfakanye m 

c Lekxoiua m 
d Jf otsile m 

e Sctentcng f rnd a member of the Tslw!tc clan of the tribe 

.. 
15 A.ftcr the death of VIII MATH/BE @ S\VARTBOOl 011 23 July 

1903, his son JX LEPONO @ AMOS succeeded on 12 September 1903. 

He appears to haYe been unsatisfactory as chief and ·was deposed by the 

gon·rnment on 22 February 1905 for intemperance and general miscon

duct and sent to Barberton. Afterwards he was sent to Frederikstad in 

Po~1efstroom district and Sibasa. and is now at ku . .'a M agape at Afopela's 
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m l'otgictersrust district. Shortly before the Anglo-Boer war he appears 
to haYe married, before the Yddkornct, a woman Jakobct or J(Jped, by 
whom he had a son Epsius @J, .1/pcpcdi. Subsequently he marrit·d, as 
tribal wife but during his father's lifetime (which seems remarkable), 
Ntcng@ Sindcnc, daughter of Marcus Masibi of }vfapcla's Ndcbc!c tribe, 
I 'otgietersrust district. After the deposition of lX LEPO NO @ A110S, 
his yotmger brother X MODJKlYE @ THOMAS wa~ appointed in his 
stead on I2 · October HJ06. The larger part of the tribe did not appear 
10 ha\'c noticed anything reprehensible in LEPONO's conduct and rcfuse<l 
10 acquiesce in his deposition, and there has been trouble in the tribe ever 
since. Apart from assaults, faction fights, hut-burnings an<l the like, the 
sensational ennt was the poisoning of the chief l110DJK£VE, who died on 
1 2 October 1906. Cyanide was administered in a drink, by a European 
acting on behalf of l.EPONO's party, and he died within half an hour. 
One native was hanged for this. The stubborn adherence of a large 
part of the tribe to the Yiew that J,EP01VO is the only man who can 
possibly be the chief is illustrative of the difficulties the administration 
has to contend with. It is inconceivable that the government should 
tolerate chiefs like LEPONO, or give way to his supporters after they 
have not stopped at murder to achieve their ends. The result, unfortn
natl'ly, is an l'ntire lack of co-operation within the tribe and extreme 
stagnation. 

16 X JJOJ)JKWE @ THOMAS, wife and issue: 
J Ta h ca da. of Jlotsoodisa wa ha J1mamara111a of the local K9atla 

!tga.ro 
a XI HAZAEL @ J[.ATHIBE present chief 
b Mokopana m 
c lvlaria f unmarried 
d Jfmanwsima11a f d<l 
C Ts011i @ Johnnie 111 

f JI mantsipc f 
g Putswe m 

l7 After the death of X J10DIKTVE, his half-brother J1ouba11c was 
appointed as regent for his minor son HAZAEL, and acted until his 
decease on 12 Ma1Th 1922. XI HAZAEL J[.ATHJBE was appointed on 
the 22nd September r922. The larger part of the tribe still seems to 
want LEPONO back and ignores HAZAEL wherever possible. 

18 HAZAEL married :Maria, a daughter of \Villem JI ohalc, a rfl11g1.mne 

of chief DARl CS Jlf()(;..,U,E of the Bapo of Rustenburg district on 15th 
October H)25. There is 110 issue. 

Mephato or circumcision regiments: 

19 These are n·memben-d as follows. The regiments to ,vhich certain 
<:hiefs belonged in the past are sti·ll recalled and their names are giw,.n in 
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Lrackets. J t is dear from this list that, as with the N dzundza an<l M anala 

_\!dcbclc, circumcision is an old institution. This merely confirms what 

-is quite plain from the evidence from the other Ndebele tribes. 

1 Jlahata 

2 Jfa11ga11a 

.3 Jlatshc!a 
4 Jlathamaha 

5 Jlcrclcha ( VII KGOsl) 

-6 Jf atladi 

7 Jlaholopo 

.8 Jlangana (VllIJLffHJBE) 

9 ),Jadima 

10 .1Iarulela 

11 Jlakoba 

Tribal organisation: 

I 2 Jlahata ( these went with Pres. 

Burgers against Sclih11khunc, 1876) 

13 .l!adi11gwana 

14 Jla11aila 

15 Makgah1Ja 

16 .\latladi (lX LEPONO; at Ma

mpum's arrest, July, 1883) 

17 ;vlcrclcba (X MODIKWE; the 

last chief to be circumcised) 

18 Jiadima 1897 

19 Jlangana (between 1901-3) 

20 Jlathamaha 

21 Jlamlcla 

22 Jlakoba 

20 The tribe is divided into three divisions or kgoro, each of which is 

subdivided again, as follow~: 

I Kgoro . 31a mosata, under the chief himself. Much of the petty 

administration is however supposed to fall upon Ranioraka, the tona

e-kgolo or graml induna, in whose kgor .. vana this function 1s 

hereditary. The other kyorwana under control of the kgoro ya 

most1ta are : 

(a) Kwa Hamotshcla 

(b) Kwa Scrcmanc 

( c) K._i.'a Ji akgasa 

( d) Kz,;a Phaka 

(e) Kwa 111ohatsa11a 

( f) Kzoa Kf78sa110 

2 Dihohoba, under the ligosana 

(a) Kwa Ranlmna 

(b) Kwa M anaiw5 

Jiabulc 

under 

under 

Moabe 
Jfaduino 

Tabane 
Phaka 
Jlohatsane 

Rainadipe 

Madise 

11lanaiwa 

These t,,'o are directly under M abule. 

(c) Kwa Mogodi under J:(gatlhe 

The follo,Ying are all responsible to ( c) 

(d) Kwa Hamatai under ;11akinta 

(e) K,rn TJ!zipu Tcane 

(f) K;m Ramokcbc Tshoke 

(g) Kwa Nlmtsh,ucu J1alapane 

(h) Matsit.~i Kgarumc 
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3 M111atshidi under the kgosana Mathabe' 
(a) Kwa Napa under Molrndi Kupane 
(b) Kwa Mothapo Sehodi Ntlhahe 
(c) Kwa Mothapo-wa- Pinase Ntsie 

mokgokolo 
This falls directh- under (b) 

(d) Kwa Khutu under Johannes Phetlhe 
(e) Kzm Khuto-a-1vloahi Phaie Mothopi 

This falls directly under ( d) 

21 The above division9 are also territorial .. so that if a man elects to 
build in the area of a ntona other than his own, he must transfer his 
allegiance. This doe~ not apply to the smaller sub-divisions. 

22 The office of ntona is hereditary and, though such a man can 
theoretically be dismissed from office, no case where this was done can 
be remembered. The only punishment ever inflicted within living memory 
was a fine. 

23 The oldest informants recall that for purposes of war the fighting 
men were organised into four groups called (1) Dihohoba, (2) Jltla:r:odi,. 
(3) Difatshwana and (4) Ba ga Khuto. 

Sources of information: 

24 Some items of information were taken from official records of the 
Department. Also from Y. Ellenberger" History of the Ba-ga-1\1alete of 
Ramoutsa" Trans Roy. Soc. S.A. ~937 25 p. 34. Oral information 
obtained in April 1944 from Putswc Makgalemeli': (age-grade Manaila) 
of Dihohoba; his malome is M abule; from Jlokonyane Jfathibe ( age
grade Madingwana), son 4f of VII KG6sl., and others. 



Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2020

33 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

DEPARTMENT OF NATIVE AFFAIRS 

ETHNOLOGICAL PUBLICATIONS 

No. 20 

The tribes of Vryburg district 
I 

by N. ]. van Warmelo 
Government Ethnologist 

1944 

I The following embodies part of the results of .a short enquiry made 

in 1937. The natives of this district belong to three distinct Tswana 

tribes, the Barolong, Batlhaping and Batlharo. The assis~ance of the 
Native Commissioner, Vryburg, in bringing some of the facts up to date 

is gratefully acknowledged. 

2 Their dist rib u ti on, according to the census of 1936, was as 
follows: 

Area Tribe Chief or Headman Male Female Total 

Ganyesa Res. Barolong Thibogang c. 1226 C. 1673 c. 2900 
Tlakgameng Res. Barolong S eitsang Rabana c. 525 C. 717 C. 1241 
Morokvveng Res. Barolong Ogodisang Hailane 

i928 2381 4309 
Konke Res. Barolong J ohnuie Setlhabctsi 
Kgokgole Res. Barolong Gaeonctl,e II2 138 250 
Madeakgam Res. Barolong Kgosithebe 176 215 421 
Motitong Res. Barolong Kgosieyang C. 600 C. 768 c. 1368 

and c. 85 
Batlharo 
taxpayers 

Thakong Res. Batlhaping Oomang c. 800 C. I028 c.1828 
Motitong Res. Batlhaping Phako c. 335 C. 400 C. 735 
Takwaneng Res. Batlhaping Lekwe 338 497 835 
Klein Cwaieng Batlhaping Pu,lelo 314 406 720 

Res. 
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Heuning VleyRes. Ba(lharo Kcmotlokile 362 389 75 1 

Dinopeng Res. Batlharo Tshekcdi 290 312 602 
Madibeng Res. Batlharo Gaebusctse 71 77 148 

Villafranca ? 39 44 83 
native owned farm 

Tampaansfontein ;, 
39 38 77 

native owned farm 
Utrecht ? ? ? ? 

native owned farm 

Vryburg townsh~p ? 2256 

Total 30,702 

History of the Barolong. 

3 All the Barolong in the V ryburg district belong to the Ratlou branch 
of the Barolong, and form a distant off-shoot, though not the senior one. 
They owe no allegiance to any of the other Barolong, having been long 
separated from. them, as the genealogy of Thibogang, their present head, 
will show. 
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4 

,-Thibogang 
I ( at Ganyesa) 
I I -Kgosithebe 

(at Madeakgam) 

-Thuso 
(at Tlakgameng) 

-and others 

1-M oamogwa:.._ 1-Jabane 

I r 
--1 

LMolwahane 
1
-Hailane 
I 

I I -I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

i 
I . 
1-Lobone ---C-abohole 

I 1-Maiketso-Sefrwalegosing-- 1-Marumolwa ---Lekoko 
1 

I 
Mariba-1 

I 
I 
I 

-Montshuse 

(at Tshidilamolomo, 
Mafeking district) 

-Pitso ----Basimane 

1

-S eletlo - Gaeonale 
( at Kgokgole) 

1-Modise-/ 
I -S eletlwane-1 saka-Gae si-T e kola 

(at Morokweng) 

I I (a minor, being acted for uy 
1-Molale--- Kgosicyang, at Motitong) 

1-M otsumi~S etlhabetsi-T shoko-S etlhabetsi 
(at Konke) 

5 From this genealogy it appears that all Thibogang's ancestors and 
their people long ago became separated from the senior section now 
1epresentecl by Aaron Afoswete at Khunwana (Lichtenburg), for thr 
latter traces his descent to the elder brother of M ariba, the first mentioned 
in Thibogang's lineage. 

6 The genealogy also shows clearly how these V ryburg Barolong still 
largely form one tribe, for it will be seen that very close relatives of 
Tlzibogang are at present administering the several Barolong locations. 
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One section of his people however (366 taxpayers) lives at 
Tshidilamolomo in the Mafeking district under Lekoko Marumolwa, also 
shown in the above genealogy. The unity of the Barolong just referred 
to is however subject to certain reservations which will be mentioned in 
mnsidering each location in turn. 

(i) Ganyesa 

7 These are the headquarters of the tribe, from which they spread to 
1he other neighbouring reserves. When and how they came to settle here 
is not quite certain 

(ii) Morokweng 

8 A section of the tribe at Ganvesa went to settle at M or~kweng under 
M. aiketso and his descendants have ruled there ever since. However, they 
remain subject to the chiefs at Ganyesa to• this day. After the death of 
Setswa!?gosing, the following men, according to tradition, were in charge 
in the order given: M ontshuse, H ailane, Lo bone, J abane ( the rightful 
chief), M olwahanr. (his brother and the rightful successor who was how
ever summarily deposed after a while), Gabohole, Basimane. The last 
named in 1937 declined to act further on account of the passive resistance 
he encountered. M olwahane, the proper man to act, was still alive but 
the Paramount Chief Thibogang appointed his brother Mathew Letlhogile. 
He was deposed during 1943 and Molwahane's son Ogodisang Hailane 
was put in charge. 

(iii) Tlakgameng 

9 This is part of Ganyesa Reserve and formerly was merely a cattle post 
of the Ganyesa people; the headman Maikao (son of Thebe, son of 
suping, son of Nthuwe) was replaced in 1935 by Thibogang's half
brother Thuso, who was replaced by Bore Letlhogile, a son of chief 
Thibogang. He was replaced during 1942 by Seitsang Rabt:ina, a son of 
Thibogangas brother. 

(iv) Kgokgole 

10 This used to be a small outpost of the Ganyesa people and is now 
under control of Gaeonale Kanone. a rather distant relative of Thibogang 
a~ shown by the genealogy. 

( v) Madeakgam 

1J This used to be a cattle post of the people at M orokweng. The first 
man to settle there, during the period of office of Montshuse, was a 
commonf'r named Letimelele. After a number of years a certain 
Tsimanana was appointed headman there and this he remained for over 
20 years until his death in 1932. when he was succeeded by Kgosithebc, 
a half-brother of Thibogang. 
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(Yi) Konke 

12 This is an outpost of the 111[ orol?weng people and forms part of the 
Ji orokweng Resen-e. The former headman Piet Setlhabctsi's son Johnnie 
i,. now in charge. 

( Yii) . Motitong 

13 This reserve is occupied by members of other tribes as well as 
Barol9ng, but definite wards were proclaimed in the Government Gazette 
of 4th December 1936 (No. 1795), and the bulk of the Barolong nO\V 

reside in one define<:1. portion. These Barolong are also an off-shoot of 
the tribe now under Thibogang but the separation from the latter has 
been more complete than in the case of the other sections already men
tioned and historical development has here followed different lines. The 
most important factor has proved to be the proximity of, and the 
consequent inter-marriage with, the Batlhaping in the same area and the 
presence of a proportion of Batlharo. In consequence of this, these 
Barolong must be regarded rather as part of the distinct community 
occupying the NI otitong and Thakong area, and as a natural result the 
influence of Thibogang amongst them is negligible, in spite of the fact 
that a distant relative of his will take over the chieftainship of the tribe 
,d1ich his fathers had before him. 

History of the Batlhaping. 

14 The Batllwping tribes, the southernmost of the Ts\vana, are, clccord
mg to ancient tradition, an off-shoot of the Barolong, but this is not a 
matter of any practical importance. 

15 They split up into several sections many generations ago and. as 
the genealogy shows, it is with two of these branches that we are con
cerned here, Yiz. an older brnnch originally under JJ1 akokwanc and a 
junior one descended frum Plmdidmtswane. 

16 The latter branch probably docs not admit the priority of the former. 
for it springs from "~folchaba11gwc, a powerful chief who trekked up from 
the south and settlccl at Thalw11g (now Thakong Reserve), afterward.;; 
moYing on again to Taung, where he died in 1812. The headquarters of 
his descendants are still at T aitng. 

17 In consequence of the execution of Phetlo, heir to 11! olehabangwc. 
after the 1897 rebellion and the deposition of GaleHwe, the succession of 
Jfolehabang'we was diverted to the house of M.olaie and thus it is that 
Kgosictsile of Taung (see genealogy) is now.the head of the Batlhaping 
in these parts, and by virtue of that fact also of the l\rn sections liYing_ 
·in the Vrybnrg Rcscn-es of Taliwaneng and Klein Cwairng. with which 
we arc here ·concerned. 
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1

-Makokwane -
@ I'huduhudu 

I 
i 
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( i) Takwaneng 

"19 The chief Lck,.uc is a descendant of Molehaha1t_1}'<,'C. These people 

-;ay that in the Ji fe-time of his son Jlahura their section came to settle at 

Tak7.,•a11rng. Actually it was 1lf alwra's son Jfosa who took the initiati\'e, 

whilst Mahura's eldest son Rogosi11g remained at Taung, and this explains 

,,·hy .Wasa's descendants now rule at Talm1a11c11g. These people did not, 

howeYer, at any time become independent of the main section at Taung 

and therefore continue to regard themsel\'es as subordinate to Kgosietsilc 

to this day. 

(ii) Klein Cwaieng 

.20 The chief Pu/No is a great-grandson of Molchabang-we and inferior 

in rank to J,clczc•c of Takwa11c11g. Klein Cwaieng was merely a cattle post 

-of Tau11g until Thagawyanc, Pulelo's father, came arnl settled there. 

They still consider themselYes subordinate to Kgosietsi!e at Tau11g. The 

tribe consists exclusin·ly of Batllwj,i11g with the exception of a few Fingo 

families which recently joined them. 

(iii) Thakong 

21 After Molchaba11gwc h;td left Thakong for Tailltg (see §16), 

another section of the Batlha ping arrived from the south under the leader

ship of Mere alias Jf olchc. This chief found some of his people already 

fhere under Sama11c, a junior relative of his, and took over control of the 

whole tribe from that time. His grandson Oomang is now the chief at 

Thakong. 1 t will be seen from the genealogy that Oomang traces his 

descent to the elder brother of Phuduhutswa11c and is therefore senior, 

though eight generations removed, to Kgosictsilc. f have remarked in 

§16 that the latter probably does not admit this claim. Howewr that may 

be, Oomang's tribe is independent of Kgosictsilc's tribe, as it has ah,·avs 

·been in the past. 

(iv) Motitong 

:22 There remams then for consideration Phalw's section of Batlhaping 

111 l\fotitong Resen-e. Phako is the son of Scngac of Jlo11tBm.'c of 

(;abagopole of !J1abate of Scatla of Afolwloka of Mammo of Jf phda. 

Tradition records no earlier names and it will be seen that no connection 

of Phako's ancestry with the Batlhapi11g royal house is possible. 

:23 \Vhe11 Molehabangwe left Thako11g for Taw1g · (see § 16), 

Gabagopolc remained with a few people and afterwards moved to 

.l!otitong, ,vhile a still smaller section remained behind at Tlzalwng, 

11rnler a headman eal!e(! Tlhaganyanc. This latter acted as headman 

subject to Caba go pole. Then in the time of the latter's son :11 ontH1we, 



Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2020

40 

l\fcrc ( see §2 I) arrived from the south an<l TlhaganJane ten<lered his 
allegiance to him. Since that day the two sections of 1v1"cre (now under 
Oomang at Thalw11g) and of J\fonLl"hWc (n0vv under Phalw at Motitong) 
have lived as neighbours but independently of one another. Phako now 
bases his claim to be recognised as a chief 01i the fact that Gabagopole 
" reigned ", as no doubt he did, after his chief had left the scene. The 
point is, of course, in what way he is relate<l to the royal house of the 
Batlhaping. To this there is no answer. 

History of the Batlharo. 

24 The Batlharo are, according to ancient tradition, an off-shoot of the 
Bahurutshc, but this is no circumstance of practical importance. The old 
headquarters of the Batlharo were 111 Kurumau district. There arc several 
distinct branches, the relationship of which to one another is noi: clear and 
is unlikely ewr to be established, their separation being a matter of too 
remote history. 

25 vVith regard to the Batlharo in Vryburg diYision with whom we are 
here concerned, matters ,~re perfectly clear. 

They say that the chief l\fomnogwc (see genealogy) died at Setlagolc· 
in ::\fafeking district. His son .~f orzt;c died at Dinolw11c11g south of 
Thakong in the Kuruman district. His son jfongwalwtsi and his tribe 
occupied the site of the present Batlharo ReserYe in Kuruman district and 
he died there. His son and successor Barcki then migrated to Tsowc 
( Heuning Vlei) and settled there, while 111 orwc, the second son of the 
second hut remained behind. He fled to South-West Africa after the 
rebellion in 18()7 and died there. Barcki's tribe remain at Henning Vlei 
to this day. \Ve may now consider the Yarious Batlharo settlements frt 
Vryburg district: 
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(i) H<'ltning Vlei. 

27 This resern.: is occupied by the main tribe of chief Bareki already 
referred to above and at present controlled by Kemotlokile, \Vho is acting 
for Buti, the late chic f's minor son. It seems necessary to stress the fact 
that, as the genealogy shows, the chiefs of 1-kuning Vlei are unquestion
ably hereditary chiefs of high lineage, because of late the circumstance 
that they haw consistently refused a stipend and have gi,en other proofs 
of a commendable independence, has led to their being disnganled in 
fayour of the headmen of other locations, though these han: no standing 
\\·hatcver. 

Jn 1886 the Commissioners " appointed to dekrmine land claims and 
to effC!ct a land settlement in British Bechuanaland" wrote as follows:---

" Toto ( the senior Chief of the Batlharo in Kununan district) liYes at 
l'unthutch in the Langberg, and Bareki, the Chief next in rank to, 

him, at Honi11y Vley in the Kalahari Desert". 
(paragraph 8 page 29). 

(ii) Madibeng. 

28 This was a cattle post of the Heuning Vlei people until comparatively 
recently, when AI abihi, the grandfather of the present heaclrwm, was made 
headman at 111adibeny. Naturally the delimitation of location boundaries 
had the effect of making the Jiadibe11g people somewhat more 
independent, but they still look upon the chief at Heuning Vlei as their 
head. 

(iii) Dinopeng. 

29 This was a cattle post of the Hcuning \·lei people until comparativdy 
recently, when illabihi, the grarnlfather of the present headman, was made 
1\oy;il blood1

). His son Jlam pi did meritorious sen·ice to the Europeans 
during the Langberg rising and ,vas given ground at Dinopeng for that 
1eason, not on account of any blue blood or other claim to consideration 
he might possess. Here also the people under his control naturally con
tinued to look upon thcmselYes as part of the 1--Ieuning Vlei tribe and 
this they still do today. 

(iv) Motitong. 

30 There is a small section of Bat/hara in l\Iotitong Reserve now subject 
to the Barolong chief Kgosieyang (see §4). They are also part of the 
tribe at Heuning Vlei. and came hither <\uring the time of Mo11gif.)aketse 

1
) the :'.\fagistrate, Vryburg, informs me that Bareki and JV!ampi now both 

maintain that ilfampi is of royal blood. This is contrary to what reliable 
informants told me, but that' of course does not mean over m~h. B11t 
Jlampi's ancestors go back for seven generations, which is as far as they 
can remember, without reaching a man ·who \vas himself a chief! 
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under the leadership of ;i commoner named· SctslzogNe. They arrin-d 

about the same time as the Batlhaping and lived peaceably with them. 

Setshogele was followed by his son Kelokihve and he by his brother 

Tikanc, as Kelokilwe's heir, lvforo11c, had fled to South-West Africa. 

Subsequently Tikanc's son Afasitc took over, but in H)34 it was considered 

that there were too many small chiefs in this area and his people were 

therefore incorporated with the Barolong tribe of Kgosi'.cyang already 

1 eferred to. Though these people have been mentioned here for the sake 

of completeness, they are not important numerically, aud th~y have become 

part and parcel of the Motitong group of tribes, the social unity of which 

we have already stressed elsewhere. 
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1 _ Inasmuch as power is, in the native tribes, concentrated in the hands. 

of a hereditary nobility, which culminates in the royal clan. of which the 

chief •is the hereditary head, it may be said ,vithout exaggeration that 

virtually all tribal politics are f a 111 i 1 y politics. In this respect tribal 

politics bear a remarkable resemblance to those of much more advanced 

peoples amongst whom real po,wr is also in the hands of an aristocracy. 

Tremendous importance is attached to marriages ancl domestic tics, and 

women, though never taking part in politics in public, nevertheless exert 

their influence, and even where they do not, arc the links that bind men 

together and cause them to form parties, factions, cliques and cabals. No 

wonder then, that here the only political knowledge worth haying is that 

relating to kinship. Once a man's father, mother, mother's father, wife, 

wife's family, and his brothers, sisters and brothers-in-law arc knowh, 

it is a matter of certainty to predict his political colour and his future 

reactions. All intrigues and manoeuvres arc based on this knowledge. 

Insufficient knowledge spells failure. What then more natural than that 

the tribal politician should clcyote his whole time and energy to absorbing 

this knowledge? 
2 To administrators who like to know what they are doing \\·hen inter

fering in tribal affairs rather than making shots in the dark, the rudiments 

of this knowledge arc essential. Not to h,l\-e any knowledge of the

family politics of a tribe is to assume that the group in power acts and 

reacts like a set of twentieth-century democratically-minded Europeans. 

The event soon shows the error of such assumption. It is as a contribu

tion to this side of achninistrative science that I offer the matter set out 

below. The royal house• of the Bapcdi is of course very well known 

locally ancl its members have taken part in what were, to them, quite 
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stirring 1.Tents in their little corner of the world. This might be thought 
to explain the surprising geneaiogical knO\dedge displayed. But it is not 
so. The knowledge is irreleYant in a historical sense. But if men are 
still able, in the y~ar 1943, to recall ,\·ithout apparent effort, the names 
de. of most of the wives and children of a chief like Sck,,!ati, ,vho died in 
1861, not to mention his successors, it is obvio11s that the facts so 
remembered are of great importance to them. It {s impossible that all 
this detail could be memorised without constant repetition and analysis 
from en:ry angle. To print such ,vcalth of seemingly minuscule infonna
tion may therefore be of use, not· 01113/ to those, ,vho actually have to deal 
with this particular people, but also to convince the sceptics who are 
reluctant to believe that here we have the key to intimate and effective 
dealings ,vith the tribal aristocracies, a key for which there is no si:b
siitutc. 

3 It is not my intention to sift and weigh all the evidence already 
accumulated in literature on the subject of the Pedi royal family. I 
merely give what the reliabic informants, named at the end of this paper, 
had to say. They were members of the inner family circle. I consulted 
them in October 1943, some time after the death of Thulare who was to 
have been the successor to SEKHUKHUNE II who died oa 1st June 
1943. Lt is not the custom of families of Yery exalted chiefs to make 
lm0\n1 their pri,·ate affairs to all and sundry. A number of things remain 
the strictly guarded secrets of the royal household, for Yarious reasons, 
one of ,vhich is that they arc sensitive about what actually transpired. 
I do not think I can do better than follow their example, and refrain 
from publishing matters which are, after all, the private concern of a 
family group. 

4 The informants recognise the earlier names mentioned in the histories 
and genealogies already published but are hazy about details. The first 
chief they arc sure about is THULARE (also called jfadilc, a sereto), 
who was born at Ha Jlothsa, which they reckon is near Pretoria. (The 
Bakgatla ba Jlotsha are of course now at Schildpadfontein, Pretoria 
district). He trekked into Sekukuniland and settlt;:d at Jfoxokxomcng 
just south of Steelpoort station, and there he died. He was succeedecl, 
according to these informants, by JfOTODI, \\·horn they dcdare to haYe 
been THULARE's younger brother by the same mother. 

5 None of THUL.:lRE's ,vives, except SEKWATI's mother, arc re-
membered. Of his sons they remember the follO\ving: 

.lfalckutu, the father of Jlokcrc; 

.lfak.rcru,. the father of Kahu, father of Scfoxole; 
JI atscbe, no issue; 
Plzcthcdi, father of Jfojalodi, father of J;forewane, who died 1937. 
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JJ111a111abu, a girl from the Ba xa Jialclw, was a minor wife and ha(l this 

issue: 
a SEKW.ATI m 
b Scraki m 
c Jf111a111pilo f (not quite certain about her) 
(1 Jiakupatc 

'6 \\'hen JJOTODI was chief at J1oxol?xomc11g on the Tubatsc, tlw 

Zulus of Jfzilika:::i came and attacked the place. MOTODI and most of 

his family ,Yere killed and the people scattered. SEKW AT! and a 

number of followers escaped and fled to the north, ,vherc they settled 

in Botluk-z(•a af a place called Jlasclangapc, on the JI011011ong (Dwars R.). 

They lin·d there for four years, then returned to . Sekukuniland and 

-('Sconced themsclws on Phiri11g hill on Drakenstein 312. They stayed there 

~ix to sen·n yl'ars, whilst the Jla11ala and Jladih,.'a regiments were circum

•ciscd, and the Jlakxola held their bodilw11a there. Their bo:i--zi1cra they 

'held at Jloscxu after the tribe had moved thither. The reason for leaving 

Fhiri11g ,Yas the fear l'\}at it \\·as not safe from the Zulus from the north . 

. -\ secure stronghold \Yas the more necessary as in the south-cast there 

,Yas Jlara11gra11g at Khilf-ZL'ana-kxala-a~Bokonc (beyond Dullstroom), a 

most dangerous Ko11i chieftain, and the "·hole country was very unsafe, 

mtmbcrs of people having in the extremity of want turned to cannibalism. 

SEKW.·lTI liYcd at Jfosh·o for the rest of his life and died there. 

'.7 SEKTVATI, ,Yives (in order of marriage) and issue: 

i Thor om ct s an c, da. of Lctsiri wa xa Phala of the royal family. 

Her mother was a rak:l:adi but the exact relationship is not 

known. She was married before her husband became chic,£, 
\Yhilst JIOTODI still ruled at 1vfoxollXOl11Cllg. 

a SEKHUKHUNE I m 

1· .llman_vaku f md J1JIUTLE, chief of Mphahlclf:"s 
c .Vgzt•akz1.•m1c f md .llOLA.MOMOSO, chief at Maxakala's 
d Diphala f md Thsclanc headman of the Nlwdimcng Ttut of 

.lloopong 
2 JI a kw c t l c da. of ? of .rn JI phcla, \Yho ,vcre originally Koni of 

Jlatlala and joined the tribe. She was married aftc,· her 

husband's accession 
a K.raxodi m 
b Lcphoula f md Kabit son of Maltxcru son of TJJUL'lRE. She 

became the mother of Scf 8xolc 
c Jlpyaw}<'anc £ md Scbase of a minor branch of the royal family. 

She bt·camc the mother of 1'f1 atscbc 

3 JI ma k x a kc da. of RAHLAXANE chief of the Jlatlala (babina
phiri) tribe at Bclctlwa in Geluks Locn. 

a Kxoloko m 
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4 K x o 111 om a fl a tan c da. of NTWAMPE of Maxakala's 
a ~Mampuru m 
b Ramputlc 111 

c Lckxalwa f. She went south with ivlampuru, no details. 
5 Mohl eh le da. of ? 11Iotsua11c of the Narcng of Kxautswana 

a Masupye 111 

b Koboyabacng f md :llots,mko i,!a .rn Phala, see I 

6 Di Ii x wadi n .fJ da. of Lcbidillc, a 111ult.t:8ma11a of the royal family 
a 11Jahlaxaumc m 

7 Tl ab a 11 c da. of the royal family of Moletlane, given to SEKWA1 I 
in token of si.tbmission 

a N gwa11atsoma11c m 
b Dipee f md Mankopa11c, a 111mi11a-tau of Nthsabeleng's 

8 Kon k o da. of the royal family of Jlf olctse, also given as tribute 
a Makotanyanc 111 

b Serotele f md Scpcld: wa xa Ratau, who are Koni and babina-tlou 
9 ? a younger s1ster of Konlw No. ·8, also given as tribute 

a Pit.~8 m 
10 111 ma Ii :ca I a kc da. of the Ba xa Phala, see I 

a ]l,f otubatse m 
II M m a t l c. l: i da. of xa 11 Ta.fobela who are babi1;.a- iw:,ma 

a Komane 111 who was to11a-c-llXOlo of the mosatc 
b Schl8phe m 

12 '11111 al ct lat la da. of Jlo.fobauc ,va xa 111arcdi, babina-phiri and 
members of the tribe but originally from Botlokwa 

a M o.fobane m 
b Kxaitsepe m 

J 3 Sc k x op e ts a II c da. of 1\f orc,(•m1c of the babina-tau 
a Ramphc!Jna m 

14 ? da of one of the Koni of Afascrumule's 
a Nkopodi m 

15 ? fron?- xa Scope/a (Koni) 
a N gwanatsomanc 111 

16 ? from .xa Nkwana 
a Sckxothc m 

8 SEKWATI was succeeded by his son SEKHUKHUNE, ,d,o wa,
born at Jl,1 o.xok.xomeng and was circumcised there. The second part of 
the rites (boxwera) he absolved at Maselang8pe in Botl8k1m after their 
flight thither. He already had some wives and children when he became 
chief. A party wanted to make his half-brother 11lampuru the chief, 
but there was no actual fighting. It is not necessary to dwell on the 
problems of this succession here. SEKHUKHUNE remained at 1Wose.x8 
perhaps elewn or more years and circumcised the 111adisa and ~Makwa 
regiments. Then he .moved his headquarters to Tsatc because 1v1osexo 
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was a hill standing by itself v,-hilst Tfotc kid hills around it and offered 

still greater security as a stronghold. 

9 SEKHUKHUNE, wives (in order of marriage) and issue: 
1 i11 pets e da. of Thselane, headman of the babina-tau of Nlwdimeng 

of Moopong 
a Ngwanamohube f md MATSOIUNA, chief of .:}Iphahlcle's 

.2 J1 o sad i a f e k a da. of MOJI, chief of Jlascmola, TS.EKE being 
her full brother 

a M orwamothse m 
b Ngwanamohube f md LEXADI1WANE chief at Jiaxalwla's 

3 JJoxotokwane <la. of 11Iarota, a mmi11a-tau of Nlwdi111c11g's 

a Ralekwe m 

b T horometsane f md iv! asc11 }'Cl ct sc chief at xa 1V lac•a'na 
4 1vl math e k u da. of Patsi wa xa Lclwla, a mmina-tcm of Nlwdimeng's 

a Ivfabu-se m 
5 Lah l w a <la. of Sethokxwa of the kxuro of the babi11a-tau 

a Sethokxwa m 
b Tlatlapa f md Ntsedi, a Jlolwni commom-r 

6 Sebo ts e <la. of Seral,i, younger full brother of SEKW.·lT I 
a Seral,i m 

b Motodi m 
c Tvf pclo f md ivlahlopi wa xa Kxaphola, a petty chieftain of the 

babina-tau 
d Mm amp ha f o i an e £ md MATIME, chief of Jlflhahlile's 

who was regent for PHATUDI 
.7 Ba fed i da. of Kxobalale son of Mohub.e son of JIOHWAJJOTH.sE 

and therefore full brother of THULANE and .l!OTODI in 
same hut 

a Matsebe m 

b 11Imakopi £ md Phaszuana of the Kwena in Gcluks Lorn; same 
as those at Dilolwng 

c Kxobalale m ( an exceptional informant; often mentioned by 
Hunt) 

8 Iv! ma by al an e cla. of MOJI chief of the Batau of Mase,nola, a 
half-sister of No. 2 

a Ivfaboe m 

~) I, c p hep an e da. of Thibane of the royal family 
a Sebotse £ mcl Rakxwane of the Ba xa ;Jfathibcdi (PediJ 
b Kxwerane m 
C Kxetsepe m 

IO Ivf rn a k op i da. of Kxawane, a distant rangwanc of the royal family 
a. 111mamoxodi m · 

I I Madin (j Xe cla. of Lcbidll,e, a mokxomana 
a Ko pyane m 

b Nkahloleng m 
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12 ;1[ 111 a k op i da. of Alalckutu son of THU LARE 
a Tlalwlc f md TSEKE chief of Mascmola 
b Bol?:robclo 111 

c Tekanang f mrl chief MASERUMCLE, father of FRAl\'K 
13 JJ! ma!? o I, on g <la. of 1lfabatanc, a 111ol,:ro111a11a 

a 111oruthanc m 

14 Kho du da. of 1lf orutlwnc, a mokxoma11a 
a JJ oruthanc 111 

b Lcl,:rola11c f md Jlojalodi son of Phahla Nl,wmw 

15 .~Jma:ro-11£0:rasc <la. of? 
a J1o:rasc m 
b Thibanc 111 

C Mapue f md Scpobc, see 22. 

d Sclckcng £ md Sihuanc chief ot Plzahla, babina-tqu in Gduks 
Locn. 

16 Sat sop a da. of JforcZ'-.'OJ1c, a headmau of the babina-tau 
a Sclatolc 111 

17 11T 111 a pot l c da. of J1orc·,vanc in anothn hut 
a JJmaphalc f md Scpobc, sec 15c 

18 Ji a k :r al a 1, c da. of Dithlalw11c11g, a 111ol,:ru11w1w 
a J1otubatsc m 

19 Sile la da. of Jforcwanc of the babina-tau, sec 16, 17 
a Jforufc f md Seth Rama11bc, a rdatin· of the royal house who set 

up on his mYn near l\Iiddelburg 

20 JI a 11 t c da. of Sc:ropot.fr, a mob:onwna 
a Schorn11c f rnd Kalnt wa xa Scro!?c 
b J/ otubatsc 111 

c Tlakalc f md .\lti111pa11c P!U1la, a local commoner 

2 r Phu la da. of : 
a PIH:tcdi m 

22 JI o _;: i an c da. of Scpobc, a son of JJON/J,7AMOTHSL and half-
brothn of Jlotubatsc, !-l'L' 74c 

a Scpohc m 
b Tlakalc f md Jlore·wa11c Jiojalodi 
c Tit.fo11c f md Sc1>asc, acting chief of the Tau of klangancng 

23 J, ct c b cl c da. of ? of Jlari.fo11c 
a Kotolc m 
b Tsckc m 

24 K x (J ma I? c II g da. of Diualwnyanc of a J,xliro of the, babina-tlou 
a Jlpyanc m 
b 1llakwatanya11c m ( one of the informants) 
c Sctlou f mcl Motubatse, son of Sepobe, son of Ji!ORW AMOTH.,·E 
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25 Di It a k u da. of Ranthswcng, petty chief of the babina-plziri origin

ally from Matlala's 
a Tha11ya11c m 
h Jlma111ascxarc f md illATiillE regent for PHATUDI at 

Mplzahlele's 

26 I. ck x.o lane da. of NTWAMPE l\1AXAKALA 
a A1ohube 111 

b Lcbidilw 111 

c N_qwa11atlzc!m f m<l Kxobalalc, a rangwanc 
<l 11Imaplzutlc f md Scrahi son of Pcla11c,, a ra11yZ,'(lllC of royal family 

of Mphahlele's 

:2.7 Ji a kit I a 11 c da. of Popoduma, a 11nni11a-tau ,va .ra K.raphola, o't 
the tribe 

a Jlakabca £ md Ramaubc, a member of the royal family 
b Mahxwara11c11g f md PIJATUDI chief of Mplrahlela's 
C Diphatsc m 

28 .J/ ma11hxatc da. of MOI .• ·IJ!OMOSO chief of Ma.rakala's 
a Jladinuxc £ md JDlTJJlE regent at Mplwlilclc's 

2() 1. C p It O 11 la da. of Kxuru, a 111olauma11a 
a Moschlc m 
b Ntladi m 

30 K x u l c da. of Jlol?cri, a member of the royal family 
a .llaloma11yc m 
b Baatscba f 1rnl J<amaipadi of a Kwcna ltxuru li\·ing with the chief 

31 JI o k o II ya n c @ Khu pc da. of 11Iorcwanc son of the old 
Kxobalalc 

a Ji orcwanc m 
b Tsckc m 

32 K xwclc da. of Jla11aolanc, a commoner 
a Padi m 

b J1malck.ralc £ md ill sz,•atsc of the babi11a-tlou lt:ruru of the tribe 

33 JI mama ts i da. of ? of the royal family of Marisanc 
a Jfa:romarclc m 
b JI P}'OIIC Ill 

c Jlathung f md James 1llalwbatsatsi, of the royal family of 
Jlphahlcle's 

34 J/ at a :r a II c da. of Phutltsana of the Nareng of Kxautswana 
a Korong £ md JIATIME regent at Mplw.hlcle's 
b Jfmatlzsalanc £ md J11 ampurn son of M ojalodi 
c l'-ig,va11anwa4i1110 f md Jla:romarela 1llaphopha, a Koni headman 

( at Magnet Heig-hts) 
d Pakcng m 
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35 Mai pad i <la. of Thebe of the Ba xa Jfalckane, a section of the 
tribe 

a Bathong m 
b M atset-wa m 
c Manwrinyane f md 111oloke of the babina-tau of Nths;beleng 

10 SEKHUKHUNE had no tribal wife because he did not want one, 
and it was accepted that his son M orwamothse by his second wife (his 
first having no son) would succeed him. However M onuamothse was 
killed in the fight at Tsate 'in 1879. He had about fifteen wives. which 
I have not recorded. It is only necessary to note one wife, who was his 
first: 

r Thor om et sane da. of MMUTLE of Mphahlele's and his wife 
Mmanyaku who was a full sister of SEKHUKHUNE. This is 
therefore a case of a man's marrying his paternal cross-cousin 

a SEKHUKHUNE m 

b Phatudi m (present regent) 
c Kxaxodi m dead 
d l\fmanyaku ·f md PHATUDI chief of Mphahlele's 

SEKHUKHUNE II was born whilst Morwamothse's father 
SEKHUKHUNE I was in prison in Pretoria. See Hunt in Bantu 
Studies V 4 p. 304. 

11 It is unnecessary to refer here to the history of the years that fol
lowed. In due course SEKHUKHUNE became chief and ruled, if that 
is the right word for his very languid interest in affairs, until his death 
on the evening of 1st June 1943. He had a number of wives, whose 
names, with their issue, are enumerated below. • It may seem of small 
intnest to mention the children of these women, but it should be borne 
in mind that according to Sotho law, paternity is determined by cattle. 

' 12 SEKHUKHUNE II, wives (in order of marriage) and their issue: 

1 JI an t c da. of 11/lamothame, a member of the royal clan. She was 
married in about 1906 

a J1 osehla in 
b Pets-uJa m 

'
0 LC k XO/ a 1/. C da. of K:ropoiso, a molixumana 

a Tlakal c f md Ivfaphara.fo of M ohlaletse 
b M alw pi f md K cbya from xa 1l;Jaepa 
c ;llalckutu m 

3 Ng 7.c' a II a - Th c Ii u cla. of .Mahlaxaumc son 6a of SEKVVAT i 
a Kxolmlf'm 
b M a11te f mcl subchief Phasa Phokwane 
C Kxoloku 111 
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4 _u m a fl a t C da. of 11! axomarele, an uncle 

a Tlalwlc f md Afarathane 1lfaisela, who are local babina-tlou 

b Ng·zL•a1wtsoma11e m 

c S ellxothe m 
5 .\1 man t lab ii r u da. of 1lfati111e, a member of the family 

all issue dead 
6 Mm at lad i da. of Komanc SOil Ila of SEKWATI 

a Komane 111 

h Sehloplzc m 
c J1mamoxudi m 
d J,didi f md Pautit 11Jatscmcla, a tribesman 

7 M ad if c r ct c da. of Dithlakancng zm xa M o.rnswa 

a Nkwana m (one of the informants) 

8 Le.ran ab at ho da. of MATSOBANE chief of Mphahlele's and 

father of PHATUDI, Lexanabatho being his elder sister in the 

same hut. She was married with cattle contributed by the tribe 

and was therefore tribal wife. 

a Tlzulare 111 

h Mpctsc f md NTWAJ1PE MAXAKALA 

c Diphalc f md NTWAMPE, as scantlo for Mpetse 

'1 Thoromct.fo11c f md Johannes son of Michael (.Mmexa son of 

Dinlm•auyanc, of Boomplaats, Lydenburg 

l' 11! orwamothsc l1l . 

9 Man t c da. of Tladi of the Ba xa Tladi who are babina-tau 

a Jlalcscla f md Phadimc of xa Nthsabclcng 

h Ramphclm1c m 
c illamctse m 
d Kopyanc m 

10 Sc ma Ital c da. of Sebo pc of the Ba :ra Tladi mentioned under 9. 

a Satsopa f md JI:,watsc wa :i·a klalescla 

b Scbope m 
c· :\laltotanyane m 

II .)- e I cm ax a c da. of .~folcltc ·wa xa l1I111ampa11c, who ·are babina-tau 

a J[olcltc 111 

Ji Jlaboc m 
<' Sckxothc m 

12 Sc!? x op ct-~ a II c da. of Saboscxo wa .rn Phahla, who are babina

tau 
;i Jla.fop3•c ni' 

b Sabascxo rn 

13 Se ho ran e da. of Scpe!?c Ratau, who are babina-tlou and Koni 

a S crotclc f md Sc peke her motszmla (cross-cousin) 

li Jfmaiwpi f md J\/t,r..rnnpe wa xa Kxwethe at T>ilol-:ong (Forest 

Hill) 
Jlantc £ 
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q J/ a II I: op o di da. of Sclatolc 'l,.:a xa Plzala, ,vho are makxolo of the 
royal clan 

a .11111111110/u:osi f dcl unmarriecl 
b Kxobalalc m 

15 Ji or""' c da. of J/ abda11ya11c, a distant rdation of the royal farnilv 

a Jlathsilc m 

16 L ct s "h' al i: l i: da. of a motloxolo of Jij,/whlcH:'s 
a Phcthcdi m 
b Sck"•ati 1i1 

c .1Ja11tc f unmarried 

1 7 Ji al cs i b c da. of JJiosc ( i.e. Afr. <lie os~e) a Jlo11arcng 
no issue 

18 Scbotsc da. of Bolo:ubi:l1i son ub of SEid-lCK/fCNE I 
a JI o.n:c·asc m 

b ],csaila11c m 
c Scpadi m 
d JI otubatsc m 
e Sctsctsc m 

13 On 14th December 1941 the man who ,vas generally bdieve1l to be 
the future successor to SEKHUKHUNE II, viz. Thu/arc the son of 
Lc.rn11abatho No. 8, died in Pretoria ,vhere he had been employed as a 
messenger in the head office of the Native Affairs Department for many 
years. SEKHUKHUNE himself died on the 1st June 1<)43 and 
Thu/arc's younger brother Jlorwamothsc was dedared to be the future 
chief, with his uncle Plwtudi (next younger brother of SEKHUKJ-[[XE) 
~tcting for him. 

14 Sources: • The above information was supplied at 1ll ohlalctsc in 
October 1943 by the rege11t Phatudi JI orwamotltsc, Kxobalalc, Jlorc1t•a11c 
JI otubatsc, Jl alm!atan3•anc, Jl orztthanc, Phaswanc JI or"•a11wthsc, and 
Jlaukopa11c K8111a11c, all informants who bdong to the inner circle of the 
family, as can be seen from their names. A fev,, others \Yere allowed Lo 

listen and were able to yoluateer some information now and then. ~o 
women ·were allowed to be present though I suggested they should be 
..-ailed, but now and then a difficulty was only solYed by sending someone 
to enquire from a woman who was eYidentlr not far off. 
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Skeleton geneaiogy of the house of Sc!?lrnklmne 
.l!OI<WAJ!OTJ!sE 

I 

TH&L,lNE 
I 

I I I 

I 
.1/0TOf)J 

I 
Jf ulzubc 

I 
I 

Malclwlu M alu:crn Matscbc Phcthcdi SEKW,lTI K xubalafc 

I 

I . 
JUo!?cre 

I 
Kahn 

I 
Scfoxule 

i - ----1 I 

I 
Jtojafudi 

I 
Jforn,•a11c 

SEKHUKHUN E M111ansal,,t x J/J/ UTUi Ng,,ok1l•a11c x MOLL1!0~1/0SO 

I I 
------)-------

1 I 
1ll 0/'u..'(///lOthsc X ThorumcUanc 

I 
Ng•,i.1miamJhubc x LLX,l/Jl11/ANE 

I 

SEK fl UK!-! UN E 11 x l,c.nmabatho 
I I 

Phatudi M11w11ya/w x PiiATUJ)/ :l!PH,U!U?U? 

I ( regent) · 

lJi11kwanya11c 

I 
lvlmexa 

I 
--------------)-----

1 I I I I I 
Tliularc Mpasc X NTW/ll/PH X Diphalc Thoronict_fonc X Johannes 1llor,l•a111oth.{c 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

A·xofoku 
I 

!1la111punt 
I 

lJafcdi 
I (,,·ifc 7 of SE-
I J,HCKIICT\E) 
I . 

Kxobalalc 
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No. 22 

History of Ha Makuya 

by N. ]. van Warmelo 

Government Ethnologist 
1944 

1 The short history reproduced below was dictated by the present 
headman Tshikalange to Nathanael "I,_,alumbe in 1938. The photograph 
was taken in 1944. Ha lvfakuya is>an area in the extreme north-east of 
the populat~d po;tion of Sibasa· district, Transvaal. The rulers of 
Ha M akuya are, as. will be . seep, distant relatives of the royal house of 
Tshivhase. 
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Mafhungo a ·;ha ha Makuya 
0 anctshehva nga vha-musanLla 

vho-Tshikalangc, o i"m·aliwa 
nga Nathanael ~,alumbe. 

1 Ri ~Ialrn·in~la, ~Iasingo. 
).{uano washu ndi Tsha,lrnmbwa. 
thavha yashu ndi N zhelde, hu 
tshi amutshedzwa ,ha~luhulu 
vhashu vha pfi vho-Mphwa
Thuwa. Lushaka lwashu n 
vha ha Thoho-ya-n~lou. Muthu 
we a vha davhi la vha ha l\fakuya 
rnli 

Ra11111d:::ad.~c ~,•a 111alalo 1,umhi, 
A rcmbu/11·«:a 11 kanda lutshetshc, 

ndi uri ane a ~o 
kunda vha1iwe a ,·ha p,vanya. 
Onoyo o ln-a kathihi na 
mukornana wawc Ramarumo, 
,ha ~la ,ha dzula l'hiphi~li. 
Rarnudzadzc a ya Phalnvc, a vha 
khosi yaho. 

2 Ngavhuya a vhinga musidzana 
we a mala a tshcc Phiphi1i, 
invana wa f e-Tshulu, a no pfi 
~Iainganye. Ene ~·e-Tshulu ndi 
wa musadzi, 1nvana wa 
Luvhirnbi, ndi Vhambedzi. 

3 Ngavhuya Mainganyc a bva 
I 'hahwe a ya u <lalda vhabebi 
vhawe, a ri u swika a lenga 
hayani. Ramudzadze a vhona a 
tshi lcnga, a tevhela musadzi o 
yaho u dala Tshulu ha Makuya. 
Ha n must a tshi vho vhuelela 
Phahwe, a tshi swika Vhufuli 
a wela vhukati ha Mabunyu. 
Vha mu fara vha ya u suma ha 

58 

History of the line of Makuya 
Told by the chief Tshilwla11y<' 

and written down by 
Nathanael ~,alumhc 

1 \Ve are Jfaln,•in~la and Jlasingu 
(these are mitupo or clan names). Our 
oath is by Tshavhumln.m, our place of 
origin is the Nzhclclc valley, and the 
praise-epitht't of our sisters' sons is 
JI ph~va-Thmc•a. vVe are of the line of 
Thoho~va-udou. The first to break 
A • A 

off therefrom and the founder· of our 
branch was 

Ramud.~ad.cc tlie restless sleeper, 
\Vim turping- over crushes the infant,') 

meaning that he 
would onTcnme others arnl crush 
them. He and his cider brother 
Namanuno together came to Phiphi~i 
and settled then·. But subsequently 
they fell out and Ramudzadze moved 
to Plzah-ci!C ( near Luondc, Piesangkop) 
and became an independent chief there. 

2 Tn due course he brought home his 
bride whom he had mala' d with cattle 
whilst still at Phiphi~li. She was 
named Maingawyc, the daughter of 
the chieftainess of Tshulu (the present 
Ha 1lfalm-ya), who again was a 

daughter of the Jlbcd:::i chieftain 
l.U'vhimbi. 

3 One day Jl,foinganyc left Phahwc to 
visit her parents, and ,vas slow in 
coming back. Ramudzadzc getting 
impatient went after her to Tshulu. 
On his return journey he passed 
through Vhufuli and fell in with a 
party of Zulus, who seized him and 

1 ) this tshirendo or praise is meaningless unless one knows that, whilst 
Ram-udzadze is the man's name, mudzadze is a woman recently confined. 
As Venda babies sleep with their mothers, it is not uncommon for an 
infant to be crushed or choked to death by its mother. Such a woman 
is said to have malalo mavhi a bad bed or sleep. 
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Rarnarumo Yha n, "Ro fara 
muinn· muthu a re na ngtl':ho 
ya nmkumba wa dzinngwc ". 
Raman11110 a ri, ·' X di a Yhona 
ndi nmrathu wanga anc nda lwa 
nae, ni songo mu litsha ". Zwino 
l,aman1mo a ruma Yhathu uri 
Yha ye. A lacdza uri, "Arali 
c l'lll', ni mbo 0i mu Yhulaya ". 
1 la takuwa na rnluna khulwanc 
J\Iaklnmga, Yha swika Yha wana 
nangoho e enc, Yha mho 0i mu 
Yhul<ly,i. 

4 I..:amarurno o no pfa uri o 
y\rnlawa, a rurna Yhathu uri vha 
tsL· Tshulu u yo dzhia 
mufmnakadzi wa rnurathu uri a 
,·huyc a tshi ,·ha ,,·a\\T, ula wa 
1{arnrnlzadzc a no pfi Mainganyc. 
0 Yha e na ,·hana d1avhili vha 
vhatukana. Tanzlw o vha e wa 
mu,;idzana a no pfi 1,alumbe, a 
tL-,·hdwa nga J\Iuofhc. J\fuofhc 
a tLThehva nga Phophi we nga 
murahu a ~lo pfi J\fatshikiri-a
nnclwa. Ndi hone 2\-Tainganye a 
tshi Yho Yha mufumakadzi wa 
H.amanuno. Ngavhuyafc-Tshulu 
a <lzama. N di hone Maing;mye a 
drnedzcdzwa Tshulu tshidzuloni 
tsha f e-Tshulu mme awe. 

5 Musi a tshi Yhuelela Tshulu 
Yhuhosini, o tsa na 11w;ma 
muthihi Matshikiri, 1 ... alumbe o 
no vhingiwa nga khosi Lambani. 
J\f uofhe a ya u dzula Mianzwi 
uri ngavhuya a ~o vha khosi ya 
l .wamondo. Ramarumo a ramba 
Mabunyu uri vha mu farise u dia 
~e-Lwamondo, uri a kone u isa 
Muofhe u vha khosi yaho. 
Mabunyu a kundwa nga. vha 
Lwamondo. Muofhe a mbo cli 
dzula Mianzwi. 

sent word tu his cldn brothei
N.anwrulllo, '' \Ve han· caught a man 

wearing a royal leopard skin cloak " 
N.amanrmo conclll<led it must Le his 
younger brother with whom he was 
al war and asked thc,n not to release 
him. He sent some men of his mvn 
and onkred them to kill him if it were
indeed he. The great nduna 
Jfaldwnga went with them. Finding 
that it was N.amudzadzc as they ha<l 
thought. they despatch~·d him \Yithout 
ceremony. 

4 WhcnNa111arn11w learnt that he was. 
dead. he sent men to Tshulu to fetch 
his younger brother's wifr to make 
her hi,;. Jlai11ya11yc by this time had 
two sons. Iler first-born was a girl 
name<! L,~ilumbc, her secornl child was 
her eldest son J{uofhc, who was fol
lowed by the other son Phophi, later 
nicknamed " Prowiker of battle •· 
( JI atshikiri-a-11nd .. ua Mudzhc11cli 

,L'a m1dwa). 
N.amarumo's 
mother, the 

So ilfainganyc became 
wife. After a time her 
chieftainess of Tshulu, 

died and 11fai11ga11yc was sent back t<> 
Tshulu to take her place. 

5 She took with her her youngest son 
Jlatshikiri, her daughter I,alumbc by 
this time being married to chief 
Lambani. Her eldest son }Juof he 
moved to Jifianzwi because Tshivhasc 
intended helping him to become the 
chief of Lwamondo. Ramarumo got 
the Zulus to help him to attack 
l,wamondo and instal l1fiwfhe as chief 
there, but the Zulu attack miscarried, 
and .so Muof he remained in Mianzwi. 
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6 Ha n nga !iii.we \}.uvha 
Muofhe a ya u dalela mme awe 
Tshulu. A tshi swika a wana hu 
na Vhatonga vha bvaho ka 
Mhinga, vhe vha vha vha tshi 
tshimhila vha tshi thelisa vhathu, 
vha Tshulu vha tshi bvisiswa 
rnikumba ya clzinngwe na 
dzitsimba. Vhathu nga u ofha 
vha bvisa, Vhatonga vha tuwa 
nadzo, vha ya vha dzi vhea seli 
ha Luvuvhu. Nga madekwana 
vha huma vha ya u vhulaya 
vhathu vhe vha vha vha tshi 
<lzula Musunda, shangoni Ja 
Mainganye. 

'7 Zwenezwo zwo vhilaedza 
lviuofhe, naho o Yha· c mueni, a 
ramba vhathu, Yhalanda vha mmc 
awe, a vha tevhcla vhala maswina 
vha Ha-Mhinga, uri a lifhedze
vho zwe vha ita. Musi o swika 
a wana mun.we mudi wo vhaho 
11 thavhani 1 no pfi 
Gumbandebvu, vha vha tanga 
vha vha vhulaha vhothe, 
MavernJa a mashandukwa a no 
amba Tshitonga. Vho no fhedza 
u vha vlmlaha, vha vha remelela 
vha tshi longa i;ama dzikhalini, 
vha shela ~awa nga ntha ha 
dzi;_1ama dza zwitshetshe na 
vhushie, vha Yhasa mulilo, vha 
vhea dzikhali zwivhasoni, vha 
shela maii, vha tuwa. 

8 Vhatonga vha tshi phalalela 
rnu~i uyo, vha wana dzikhali dzi 
tshi fafata na dzi;_1awa. Yha ri, 
" Tinyawa hi le!i, a hi !,i dyeni," 
ndi uri, "fawa khedzi, kha 1'i 
-dzi_ le!" Musi Yha tshi fhedza 
11a~a vha vho vhona "'dzinama 
~ ~ 

,lza vhana na dzithoho na 

60 

6 One <lay Jluofhc we1it to Tshulu 
to visit his mother. He found 
Shangaans there from ;_llhinga's, come 
to exact tribute from the Venda 
people. They demanded leopard and 
genet skins from the folk of Tshulu, 
who \Yere afraid of them and paid. 
The Shangaans took their loot to a 
safe place across the J,m:uvhu. That 
night they returned and slew some 
people of Jfusunda, a suh-an:a of 
Jf ainganyc' s country. 

7 This angered Jfuofhc, and, though 
he was but a guest, he called together 
his mother's men and pursued the 
enemy to take revenge. Arriving at 
a village on the hill called 
Gumbandebvu ( near Punda Maria), 
they surrounded it and slew all the 
inhabitants, who were Venda who had 
become changed into Shangaans and 
spoj{c their language. They chopped 
up the corpses and put the flesh into 
pots, strewed a layer of beans over 
the flesh of the infants, made fires, 
put the pots_ on the hearths, added 
water, and departed. 

8 The Shanga,\.ns who came to the 
assistance of this village fouml the 
pots full of stcarning and sizzling 
beans. "Herc arc beans", they ex
claimed. "kt us have some''. \Vhen 
they· had finished the layer of ticans 

· they saw the flesh of the children, their 
heads and hands, some in each pot. 
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;nvan1a, khali i1hve na iil\ve. 

:'.\cli hone Muofhe a bhi 1i-l!ea 

dzina !a u pfi, 
id alm_\'Cl~tslzctslzc, 
0 kuy,i r1wto11ga na d11ma. 

ngl' a Yhttlaya 

\ hatonga a bika \·hana vhavho. 
Xga murahu ha izwo :\Iainganye. 

mme a ~Iuofhe na ~Tats11ikiri. 
,ha dza111a. l\luoflw a tsha (Ii 
,ha .\lianz,vi. l\Iatshikiri 

murathu a tsha 0i ,ha Tshulu. 

Ka ent.· ~r'uofhe l\1akuYa a 
dzama a tsha <Ii ,ha ".\Tianzwi. 

9 l{amarmno a dzhenisa 

.\lantsha. i1\Ya11a wa Maknya, u 

vha klwsi ya Mianzwi. Zwino 
,·ne a ri. ":-J~w rnli funa ni tshi 

nnsa Tslmlu, shangoni !a 
n,akhuln wanga. Ni pandelc 
khotsi-mtm,·11,· :\latshikiri" 

z,,·ino 11di holll' \'ha Ha-

T~hi \ ha:,;a \ha tshi 0isa l\Tanbha. 
a in\a \a ]{afhedzisani. Fne a 

ri u dzlwna a hra 11a khotsi
mmwm·. khotsi-rnuncnl· a 

pa11dch1·a a ,;ha 1·lwla ha I ,ubinga 

\Jhinga \'ha dzula hone 

miinvaha 111il"11ili. \lanbha c 
khosi \ a Tshnlu. 

10 Zmno .\lahhikiri c l la

\lhinga. \hana \ha1n· ,ha thoma 
ll 11-ri lac la 1"11a ri. " Khotsi ashu 
n dzula 111asha11goni a \ 'hatonga. 

11g\·110 ri 11a ,;hai1go''. "\:di h01w• 

,·ha tshi ramha mmhi. 1"11a ya t1 

dia .\I usurnla. mu0ini 11·a vha 
ha Tshilumc \'11a Vhalembethu. 
d1a11e vha amba Tshin·n~la tsho 
\anganah,, 11a Tshikalanga. 
Zwcnezwo , ho no Yl1t1laha vha 
ha Tshilum(·, ~Iatshikiri na 

Yhana I ha pfttluwa Ha-:\1hinga 
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For this reason Muofhe gave himself 

the appellation of 
" Pulveriser of children 

He ground up the Shangaans 
am! their children", 

because 

he had slain the Shangaans and cooked 

their children. Some time after this, 

.llai11ya11_qc, the mother of Jluofhc 
and Matshikiri, die~l. Muofhc was 

-;till at Afian::-wi, and his yotmger 

brother ;tt Tshulu. In dttt· course 

.lluoflzc, nicknamed J\fokuya, al~o died 

at Jlian:::·wi. 

9 Namarum.o appointed Afantsha, the 

son of 111uof lze; as his representative 

in J.1Jian:::wi. Hut he said, "No, 1 

1 would prefer you to help me bl'rnmc 

chief of Tshulu, the place uf my 

grandmother; and drive out my uncle 

.\fotslziltiri ''. So a party of men from 

Tslzi'Z'l1asc's accompanied !lfantslza 

thithn, he ha.-ing now hecn named 

l~afhcd:::isani. They fought and ex

pelled his uncle_. who sought safety at 

:lflzinr1a's with the chief 1,utsin[!a. He 
and his adherents lived there for two 

_1 l'ar~ \1·hilst 11Tantslw mlcd at Tslmlu 

10 During thi" stay at .\[hi11_qa's, 

.\latshiltiri's so11s began to complain 

that their father should have to live 
amrn1gst the :-,;hangaans. • _thottgh a 

chid \\·ith a country that was his by 

rig-ht. .'-lo they _mack up a war party 
;rnd altad,(:d a \·illagc in 11fusunda 

It 11 as that of Tshilume·s. '.d10 arc 

l '/wlcmbcthu. people who. speak 

Tshi·,·cn0a mixed with Tshilwlanga 

HaYing massacn:d the Tshilumc folk. 

:1!atsliikiri and his sons moved from 

.11l1i11ya·:-:. to Ha-Ludzimbi (Genrgen-
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,ha ya }l:i-Lmhimbi, Yha dzula 
l10m· rni1'rn·aha mid1ili. Xga 
i°nyaha \\·a ,hm·aru Yha pfuluwa 
Ha-Lmhirnhi Yha Ylrndda 
Tslrnlu. thaYhani i no pfi :\lemlw. 
I [a 1·i :\1 ant,.:ha a tshi pfa uri 
:\labhikiri o Yhuya, u :\[nnbe, 
,l ya a 1·;1111ba Tshikundamalema, 
nge , ha I! a-TshiYhasa Yho vha 
Yha tshi ofha u ya hone, ngauri 
,·ho thoma u ya, Yha thuba 
,dzikholo1110. Yha dzi 1 ha,·ha ,ha 
]csa ~1ama Ya mapfura. Yhunzhi 
1,a,ho ,ha fa nga thnmbuni na 
z,,·ithaYhi. 

11 :\ [antsha na Tshikundama
krna Yha ~a Yha dia :\latshikiri 
lwa Yhu,hili. Xdi hone Yh,p1a 
,ha :\Iatshikiri vh,1 tshi sinn1wa 
Yha n. ·· 1·yu u funa u ri 
Yhulahda khotsi ashu ". Vhana 
Yha :\latshikiri, muhuh,·;me ndi 
:\lashila a tt-YhehYa nga I 'hophi. 
a ted1eh,a nga n~1e Tshikalange. 
\-lll'l1l'Yho ,hana Yha rambana, 
,ha rarnha mmbi. Yha Ya Yha 
thuba dziklmlorno. Yha ya nadzo 
-'leml1e. Z.,,ino Yho-:\Iphaphuli 
Yha z\\·i pfa. Yha rurna Yhathu 
Yha Ya ha :\fatshiki1·i ,ha ri, 
" Xi songo hYa na i'n,·ana \\"a 

• mukomana. l by;mi hangei 
l\fembe. ni dzule t,-ini ha ll\Yana 
\\'a 111uk(m.1ana ". :\latshikiri a 
b,·a :\kmbc a ~a kut;n-hani ku 
110 pii Tshamuulwi. 

12 :\Iusi- yJ10 0a lwncfho. Yl1a s;1 

athu u fhata zwa\'hu~li na u lima, 
l\Iantsha a ramba mmbi a tlmba 
-dzikholomo. X di hone 
Matshikiri a tshi ri, "_-\thina na 

holtz) and liYcrl there for t\\'O ye;1rs. 
]11 the third they 1110,·ed thence back 
10 Tshulu, and occupied the hill named 
Jl,·111/Jc. Jla11fsha hearing that Jfa
tshi!.:iri' \\·as back at Jlcmbc, :--um
rno11l'd hdp frorn Tshil,u11da111a!cnw 
(these arc Vha ha Tshisho11yc). be
cause he . could get no aid f n ,m 
Tshi-,·lws,·. The reason for this '.•:as 
that Tshiz•lwsc's men were afraid to 
go then·. They had been to JI,·111hc 
before to raid cattle; they had killed 
a numbei• and eaten too much fat; \\·ith 
the result that many of them died uf 
diarrhoea and a stitch in the sic!,· 

11 .1/antslza and Tslzilw11da11za/,·;;w 
now attacked Jfatshi!?iri for the Sl'C"nd 
time (the fii·st haying bccn \\'hen they 
dron' him out). Jfatshi!.'iri's sons t;ot 
angry. '' This man \\'ants to kill f'JUr 
father", said they. Of these ,11ns 
the eldest was Jfashila, the next 
Plzophi and the youngest Tshilwla11,17e, 
T \\·ho am ll'lling the story. Tht·sc 
sons called their men together ;ind 
made up a raiding party to steal some 
cattle, \\·hich they drove to their 
stronghold on Jfrmhc. \,Vlwn thi;; 
became knmvn at the headquarter:- of 
the chief J[ phaplrnli ( Natsibi at thnt 
time), he depatchecl messengers to tdl 
him, "You shall not fight \\·ith your 
cider brother's s011. Get 01~t of 
Jfrmbc and settle close to \\·here he 
liH'S ", Jfatshil,iri obeyed and left 
.l lc,;,bc to settle on the little hi11 known 
as Tshamuul·,~•i, close to where 
Xathanacl L,alumbc's chui-ch is today. 

12 Before they had properly settled 
down or made their gardens, Jia11tsha 
called together his men and raided 
thei,· cattle. Jfatshikiri said, " It is 
ckar that when J[ phaphuli told nw to 
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,lw-:dphaphuli ,ha t:-;hi n, n 
pfanl' na i"1wana \\'a mukomana. 
, ha iuna uri mli ,hula\n· nga 
i"l\rana uni". \'ha dorha ,ha 
,lrnl'kla ::\kmbe hmll' maswina a 
,ofh;1, nge Yha fa nga u [esa 
:_lama. ,ha \·ho n hu na 
nmmL·mbl' u swika la 11amus1. 
. \ \·a a dzula hone. 

13 ~ ga murahu mrana \\·a 
:\L;hhikiri a rnsa mufhirifhiri 

~1 pfulm\·a a ya u dzula ha
:\lantsha. 0 110 dzula, a ita a 
1shi pfana na Yhabebi Yhawe. 
Uziua [a\\T o ,ha e H:amashia. 
\lanbha a takala ngauri uyo o 
\ ha l' nmhali Yln1kuma. Ndi · 
honl' :\latshikiri, Yhana ,h;l\n' 

vharan1 Yho salaho nae, vha bva 
mm bi \ ha yo tanga um0i wa 
:\Janlhsha, \·ha \\'ana l{amashia 
, > 110 h;10a tshitaka u swika 
n0uni ya\\'l'. Vha-musanda Yho 
:\Ianbha Ylw lwndho, y]10 

, hidzd\\·a ~1ama ya mbudzi, i tshi 
vho [i,,·a maswina a S\\·ika Yha 
mu \\Tla ntha. Yha mu nmga nga 
mapfumo a fa. 

14 Xdi hone ::\Iatshikiri a tshi 
d1a khosi Ya Tshulu. ::\Iakumlw 
l:hosi ya ::\Ia,lmn1 a pfa uri Im. 
na mui'l\n' muthu o Yhulahaho 
n\\·;ma. :\Iakumbe o Yha e 

·Tshamataugwi. A nuna 
:\Iazhl'\ hl' nduua ya\\'e un, 
.. Tyani ni yo fara uyo muthu a 
no pfi o \ hulaha jnvana ". Vha 

·<,_la Yha \\·ana Yho-l\Iatshikiri Yhe 
siho. Vha \\'ana n ne 
Tshikalange. 

slop fighting \rith my brother's son, 
he meant me to be killl'd by him''. So 
he straightway returned lo his retreat 
on .1/ cmhc hill, where his cnemi,:;; 
ft:·an-d to attack him because they had 
OllCl' O\'lT-l'all'11 I hemsl'l H'S on meat 
and died of it, and lwlil'\Td therl' was 
a fatal 1111t111c111bc trcl' l'\'l'r since. All([ 

thl're hl' stayecl. 

13 .-\fter a timl' om· of his sons hc
caml' rdil'llious and Wl'llt and liH·cl 
\\'ith .llantsha. Hut ouce hl' was 
sdtkcl thne he again got on good 
terms with his fathn. I Iis name \1·as 
Nwnashia. .1/anlsha, not knowing 
that hl' was no longn at l'nmity \\·ith 
his father. was pkasl'd to han· him, 
lll'cat1Sl' Namashia was a warrior i11-
dl'ed. Thl'11 om·· <iay .1/atshiliiri's sons 
who had remai1wd \1·ith him ,rent out 
with an armed barn! and smTm11Hkd 
Jfa11tsha's villagl'. Na111ashia had cut a 
path through thl' protecting thorn hush 
to his mn1 quartns. Thl' chid 
.llantsha was su1111111med t() partake of 
some goat's 1m·at and in thl' midst of 
the meal 1vas surprisl'd hy his l'lll'l11les 
aud stabbed to death. 

14 I 11 this ,1·ay Jfatshi!?iri became 
chiet of Tslmlu. .llalwml1c ( Bercncl 
\'ors!er) the Xatin· Commissioner 
hl'ard rl'port that a Cl'rtain man had 
slain his own son (actually nephew). 
I le ,,·as at that time in camp at 
Tshamata11g,L1i hill near Ludiofo 
I Rihola). Ill' sent his lieutenant 
}fayer ( calll'<l J fazhc,:hc because of 
his huge cars) with orders to arrest 
thl' munlercr. l~pon his arriYal here 
he found .l!atshikiri a,Yay, and me in 
charge. 
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15 ;\J da \ ha hanelcla uri hon1 o 
, ha a t,;hi funa u , lmlaYa 
khotsi. () 11\'a na\ ho kanzhi. a 
~a ,,·am n0ila ya u d,a 1hulaya. 
h'.a mu parnkla na dzimmhi 
dza,n·. 11 swika nue n tshi 
,;mnn,·a ngl' a 
, hulalwla khotsi. 

funa u n 
:\' di tshone 

t,-ho nm ,hulahisaho. ro nm fara 
ra mho 0i dmlaya. X di hone ri 
tshi ,hona kholsi aslm a tshi 
1 hrma u a\\Tla. 

16 Ila n1111111·a ,ha 
1 ha ri, .. A rali e t.'11\' o 
, hula1·a kholsi. a 

11mlarnlu, z1,·o fhvla. 
sukou dzula 111 tshi 
d,athu ''. 

:\lazhl'dll' 
funaho u 
zw1 na 
m songo 

dmlaya 

6--1-

15 I related to him ho11· the deceased 
had rnntinually been trying to murder 
my father. how he h;id fought with 
hint oftl'n, but had failed in his design. 
\Vl' had n·pulsed him and his ml'n but 
finally we bad gut angry because he· 
1,·antcd to kill our father. That was 
our n·a,;,m for slaying him. After that 
our tather had peace. 

16 :-i1, .:\laver\ tnl'll 1n·n· Sl'llt to say. 
.. If he was the one who ,,·ishl'(I to 
kill my fathn. no wrong has been 
drnw, and tlw matter is ended. But 
,·ou must not continuallv be killing 
people". 

17 J'.11inu ndi ·h011\· :\fatshikiri 17 .lfatshiltiri now ,va,., chief of 
a tshi ,-ha kho,;i ya '[\liulu. Nga 
muralm ha 0a nndwa· ya 
:\Lt,-lmru na 2\la11gesi111am·. 
:\I ayhun1 , ha kund11·a 11ga 
:\langesimanl'. 1ha ri, .. Yhath11 
1 ho1lw 0isani zwigidi ". Ra 
lnYala z11·igidi, ra isa Tsha~1m,·a 
zwa fhiswa. Ra ~nra dzibonndo 
ha pfi ... Ni dzi ,-hulung\·, ni <Jo 
1lwla ngadzo ". Xga nmralm ha 
pfi mnthdo. :\lu,-i rn ,;1rika, 
1111l· Tshikalange :'.\Takuya nda 
l11·isa tshl'il·dl' 1·a khotsi IT rnla . . 

1 ha ndo ~1eiwa nga khohi, nda 
~1ea 1_hako111ana uri ,·ha thclcle 
kholsi, nge khohi a ,ha l' 
nmkalaha. \'hakornana 1·ha hana 
u thelela khotsi, nda kon0ekla 11 
Sl·rnlcla ll(la tlwlela khotsi na ff!_IC. 

I'. 11·a ~Ii ralo ng'a mi i"t waha Yha sa 
kndi 11 ,ha thelela. Xa u rumiwa 
1'11a sa tenrli. 

Ts/111/11. After a time came ·the Anglo
Boer \\'ar. The Boer;; were beaten by 
the English who ordered us all to give 
up our gun,;. \\'l' carried our gun,; to 
Tslw ~tml'a, when· the · off-tee 11·a,- at 
that time, arnl they burnt them. \Ve 
werl' compen:;~akd with srll'crcigns 
and told to keep thern and tbc them 
later 10 pay lax. ,\fll'r that the order 
came ltJ pay tax. \ \7 e got there and 
I. Tshilwla11_1;,·, produced the money 
my father had gin·11 me and offered 
it lo my eldn brothers to pay on his 
lwhal f. because he ,Yas old and could 
not com,·. They refused to pay his 
tax, for him. hut f pn,:;i,:;tnl and paid 
for him. For n·ar,- after tlllT ,,·ould - . 
nol pay for him. and I did so for him. 
Thl·1· would ·nul g·o 0111 an1· l'rranrl,., 
for hint cilhl'r. 
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18 Ha ri mu!-ii khotsi o no dzama 
nda ri kha ri ye u !'itm1a khotsi 
hangei Mbih\·i, na hone vha 
hana. Nda ya nda !-iwika. · \iho
Mphaphuli ;\lakwarda vha ri £ha 
vhaiinia uri ri ye Gammbani. 
l,a ya ra ,ha hanekla un 
:.\fatshikiri ha tslweho. \:ha ri, 
., Iyani ni Yhudze :.\fphaphuli 
uri khosi ya Ha-:\Iakuya ndi 
\·enei ". N<li hone :\Iashila na 
Phophi vha tshi sinyuwa vha ri, 
" Shang-o !i nga dzhenwa hani 
nga mntukana ! " ::VIphaphuli na 
\fakhnwa vha ri, ·' No Yha ni 
ngafhi? H.irie ri iivha onoyo ". 
Vha ruma mapholisa vha vha 
fara d1a vha isa u dzula Ha
Lambani. N~e Tshikalange nda 
sala rnli khosi ya Tshulu u swika 
1tanms1. 

18 After his death 1 :--ai(l to them, kt 
us go to Jlbilwi and report that he is 
dead, but they would not. So I went 
myself arnl did so. The chief 
Jfakwarda gaye us messengers to 
accompany ll!'i to Sibasa. \Ve went 
and reported there that Jlatshil?iri ,vas 
dead. The officials replied, " Go back 
and tell J/ phaphuli that this is _the 
chief of 1 !a-Jlalmya ". :.\Iy elder 
brothers JTashila and Plwphi were 
angry and asked, " How ran a youth 
become the chief?" Chief JI phaphuli 
and the officials asked them. '' \Vhere 
were you all this time? \\'e onh
know this man". They sent police to 
arrest them and banished them to 
.J,ambani's country. I Tshikalange 
thereafter became chief of Tshulu and 
have so remained to this dm·. 
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