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1f a perron comuitted ofience h war fined a heart,
a rheen or a goat., If an offence war committed by a chicf,
nothing wae eald except that the country war at fault,
The chief war a rerron who wse never brought bcfore the
'kgotla'., Peoole of the clden timee eald that a chief war
Taultlersr, af they Jurt mald that it wae the country that
went wrong. If a perron belonging to the soretlha tribe
went over the boundarier of the Hmakav tribe unknowingly he
war forglven, it wae erld that he had not done the purporely.
If 1t war a perseon belonging to the inakav tribe who by rea-
eon of being annoyed went over the boundaries, the men at
the 'k otla' fined him a bexart. A certain m-n of the Na=-
tebele tribe under chief #fatis vho lived in Magagola's
villape, told lies at the kgotlia and sald that he had no
cattle when he noticed that the veople were taking out cattle
to buvy land at Lebotlwvane. C(ne person tertiflied that he
did own them but he hai rent them to another man'‘e cattle-
post. He again refuted thir tertirony. For tellin, liers
at the kiotla, the men at the kgotla fired him a beact. Young
men were rent to fetch it at the other man'r c-ttile vort
where they had be:n rent. According to fotho ductom of t-e
olden timer, if a man committed anr offence with a cense of
FLear and not with impumity, he war Just reorimanded by the
chief.

If a men'r wife foupht with the wite of another man and
ware found guilty by the ki¢otla, when the care war heard
there, that man i+ bound to uay what the 'kgotla' demsnded

in order to free hir wife,

If a man'e ron killed a beart purnorely at the grarzing

place in the veld and the caee war taken Lo the kgotla, the
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chief will make him pay that 1s the father, two head of eattle
one for the 'kyotla' and the other to replace the one killed
by the herd boy. if a person was travelling and happened to
ree catile or eheep entering another man'e cultivated land
and he paseed without rertoppin; them he committed an offence.
On the other hand too, Af he retopped them, he committed an
offence, According to totho ducton there ies a proverb which
eayr "0 molato ke naso ya morate, wa e bona wa e feta, wa

e bona wa @ kgora, o molato",

If a man had rervantir or younger brothere and one of the
servanie or brother laid » trap for people on the footnath
with thorne, the men gx at the kigotla would cater hold of
him and caure him to lie down in order to be beaten with a
switoh. That was the end of Lhe casre. I1f a pereon had
failed to inform another about an accldent which ir within
hies knowled, e and thatof othere, that pereon who for, ot
to give information ware fined a eheep or a goat. If a herd
boy let cattle into corn land, only the owner of the cattle

was fined.

In the area of chief Mfatla Malla, a certain man once
blocked a footpath which paesred near hie cvltlvated land
without having obtained an order from the chief. Thire man
whoee totem war a dulker, war fined a theep when he war
brought before the k;otla, for blocking the footpath of the

Matebele chief.

Once upon a time, when the herd boye were at the grarzing
place, they thou ht of miechief, and placed thorne on the
path to caure the oeople of Modikeleé-a-Moboya to be nri-
cked by thorne, The boye belonged to the Mfatda tribe,

Tthey plucked thorns as they went along and then they dug
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little holee along the footpath along which the Mcdikele
peonle were to iravel., They covered there thorne in the
footpath, While these youihe were dlpeing in the thorne in
thies manner, they were bein, reen by a m=n of the odimola
fanlly whose tribal totem war the porcupine. 1In the after-
noon he went to re¢port the matter to the chief., The boye
were called to the k,otla anc were made to lie down for =

beating at the kyotla and that wars the enéd of the matter.

When tha Bakgatla of Mmakau were at Tlatlare of Rnamadi,
young men of the Matlakana regiment (mophato) coupht a eheep
in the veld while herding cattle and ate it. The rcheep bhe-
longed to a man whoee tribsl toten wae an ox. A report wae
made and the boye were c¢alled@ to the kiotla. They paid the

aheep with their bodier,

At the village of Mfatla, while the boys were herding
catile in the vicinity of hamaritesans Hill, nesr the Hokolo
Hiver, they were enticed by wild full and allowed twenty
hend of c¢attle to go astray and they went into the cultivated
land of an 0ld man of the ¥tladl famlly and they dertroed
all the crops. 9Yhe 0ld man reoorted the matier to the chief
and the boys were called to the kgotla where they were glven
a beating sand that was the end of the matter. Un another
oceation they ate the sheep of armn whore tribal totem was

crocodile ané thie time Loo they were beaten at the kgotle,

The (I3 {_urder.

According to the custom of the people in the olden timer,
if a man killed another man, he wae tled up and the chief
ordered that he should be taken out of the village to be
killed. If a man war rurrcunded by anumber of men and wae

attacked with sticke and in relf defence he kllled one of
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them, that wss not an offence. That nman was never killed,
One man of the Matalla clan whore iribrl totem was a crocd-
dile and who lived in the area of Chief Mfatla, had brothers
vho were ploughing at the home of his mother-in-lwa. They
had aggreed on ploughing two acres only. Thie apreement was
definite, When they finished the two acres, he sald that
they should plough one more. The other refured and eaid they
had finleshed thelr Jjob. They etarted to quarrel eeriourly
and the three tackled the one, He ran to his hut to get a
stick and then he ran after one of them, Ae this one wae
loosening the riem which faetened the door and wae in the sot
of entering the hut, the stick which wae thrown at him struck
him on the head caueing a wound from which he eventually
dled. His father renorted the matter to the chief, 1lhe
tribe of chlef Mfatla lived at Teiditeane at that time,

The pesople of tle olden timeg of the tribe of Mmakau, of

the Matfila of Kgome testified and confirmed the fact that
if a man killed sanother man by misteke and not intentionally,
in the custom of the cldenkx timer he war never done any-
thing., The men only eaild "the noee doee not emell” and the
chief let him free, sayiny "the word of two outwelghe that

of one person”.

If a man committed adultery with the wife or rweetheart
of another man, and waes caught, the man took an aesegai and
stabbed him and took posereserion of something belonging to
him ae proof when he goee to the chief, When he gete to
the chief's place, he informs the chief through a meesen, er,
Lven if he killed him with an aseegal, the chiefl never eaid
anything. BKe had run awvay to the mountsine of Thaba Tshweu.
The case was heard and the men s~id that he wae epcaning from

the asegegaie. His father wanted to see him killed hut he
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falled becaure he was beeret by three stron, youn, men, 1f
the had crught skhe him, they could have killed him. If a man
killed another person purporely, he was aleo killed according
te the cusrtom of the olden timee, That wre becaure he did
the kiliin, intetntlionally. if wae only ri, bt thet he follo-

wed the one who wae dead.

/ib If a man caught a wizarda in the night time, he killed
him if he po deerired. He would report the matter to the chief
the following morning. That man wae rever found guvilty he-
cavre the wirzard wae a wicked vereon it dld not matier even

Af he was killed.

During the time of Chief Tshela edi of Motlharedl when
he lived at Talepe with hires tribe. Among hir tribe there war
A death of male chiluren. The chief lhecame rusvicione. He

medicated and finally decided to vork out a plan,

s 13- KX/ me 7&/4:{-&\,”.&
s end 23T
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