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1.wa~ ~'16 

in-lo\ •. lwn the . ~-H..~ in,: :t.·~ _,st ;.;s ov..:r, her :!'lottH:'r-in-L_.·,. aet 

O'lt tl!· :..;Y-£•1."~· .. tu ;,.;.1: ~ ,;.. ,·ythint;; tl1~t. \•uG cook.ed at the horae • 

..ii1c: ;.,.::: u · coH··;e 110t iv:;n P''t· . .tissio_n tu uo Vlhut she lik.eo 

Ytith k.8ff1r corn. ·1ht.: corn bin \'i:JS shov.n to her f'ro•.1 \,hicb :..he 

coula get lttlf' ir corn t'or grinuing. :.cr :lother-in-law C:lnd 

t'~ther-in-l~w ~ere vtry f'ond of her, they ~ave her no 

trouble • .Jhe performed all the ho.:ie dnties. Jhe sv,ept the 

house f'or her tlother-in-lHW as liell ao the 'lapatr. ;.)he also 

did the cook.ing. Her huEbanu's sisters ;;.lso, uia not touch 

f'lre~.ood •. !rinuin~, cook.ing tinu s\·.~tping \'H~re tlt-:r uutic~. 1'\ltcr 

t~k.ing f'oua out of the pot, it V1c:w she \.ho oervEu all tne 

chiluren with f'oou • .~.·l'}.J wll look.cv npon her to c;ive ti,ern 

f'ood in uue cour•ae. ,;·ot a sirJ[;le o~1e o!' the.n u;Jl'f'U sc1~v:::: him 

oelf' or h::!rscl:f'. 'fhey cor1ld do thut in h~r :-1bsence. lf sh:;; 

~ere not l:tbst:ut, it w~s her Juty. •S tlac · ..• nt on, .. _.ntslH;re 

founu the ~.Ol•k tO be too .. l:tCh f'Ol' hCl'• ull;:- l'..:~tl'l:lineu her-

self ox· i.l llt.i.l;:; >L11e bnt tlle ~osition rc ;aineo undltt;r•eu. 

v.ork. siH: ~."s uoing \.us tou uuch l'o hO.:l'• .i.l:c1€i\.o s . .iu 11 Jt. 

patient". ;.;he uiu so \;lthout avail. ;;)be continneu to speak 

priv1::1tely to Lebeko about the V1ork. J.;jter, L~uck.u rcpor•tc.u 

to his ilotr.~Er that .. untsher·c '..l::ls co.nplc.dnine,; i:Jbout her 

di.lties as being too much f'ol' her. L-:be:w•s ·lo'hcr sail~ to 

hil,l, " l:f' your wif'e is nnable to oo ::ry houaeholu a•ttics, 
I 

you h~o better builu your o·, n house :far :1·. ay f'rolll me". Lebeko 

told his wi:fe ih<:lt his .. wther S.::~iti," lf' you are -unable to 

carry out th::: u:1ties of i11;./ hO!liJhbld, ·,e hau better go out o:f' 

her hoille anu go to build our o~~ ho~se r~r away from her". 

Lebe>:.o's v.lf'e cl<Jpped h;;;r 1.~-;\.IS .• n<.: Si;iid, "i<.thcr 1 sll;.~ll 

P.1'.u. 
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be ple1:1sed if V1e c1:1n go anu b 1Jilu o•n• ho'Jse "• 

Lebeko tulu his f~thel' ·<Jnu ,.wtw:·r tL8t he thouc;ht it 

wus tim-..1 he lHilt his Q\,n huuse ~n<.. lef't the ho~ne of his 

~un Lebeko ~ho has just 

I'ecentlJ ~:ltH'L' h.u ar~o \-vllo h;;;s not et hau a chilu, seriollsly 

tell us th.:Jt he is builuing 't " Lebek.o said, " f'att;€r, thi:it 

does not mc:~ttel', 1 want to builo my houst=". i. ... bc~o's f'other 

re:ferred the matter to his mother ~no B1:1iu, 11 1'lh l'c is the 

chilu, he says he \'•ants to btiilu''• Leoe'ko's ,,1other agr;;:t:a 

with her son 0:1no S.:lia," Let him btlild".Lebeko's ::t't.~ther V1as 

still co.Itplaining, S!:lyincl if' he is st<:lrting to build and has 

no bo·.,l s for their f'ooo, no cattle, no axe, and I have not 

yet given hl:n Ci3ttle uno 1:1n axe, \',ith ~~hat \,ill he ·work.? 

Lebe~o'a L~t9er protes~ea and s~iu, Let the cnilu builo you 

~ill provlue him •ith those thincls even after he has erected 

his house." :ventually, l.ebert.o's :rather allov;t.u J.ebeko to 

build his house despite the f1:1ct tb~t he had no cattle. 

Lebeko's father hov:ever at~rteu to ~sk. " .3ut LcbEko ~i;lys that 

he is bulluing \dltit is it thot io driving him away from our 

hu.~::., \1l};J ~..oot:f; uc inoi:::t on b•1iluing ~, Lcoek.o's .1olller tl1en . 
suia Lhut -ntsa;er·e, I.t i..lei.to'o \":if'e E~ys, '1she· is no lon._;er 

a .. le to Ce:H'l'Y ont tlle twuholu outles ~.~lone. "L~:;bek.o's 

rather tben s~io ," 1 a:l sorry ,that I huvc 8lt·c~dy aereed 

that they shoulu build. liao I k.nov.n that it is the hoilse 

v;ork that is driving him away froca this horne, I .. oulu h;;~ve 

refused. I paid "boga i" cuttle for .entshere, ancJ I was ond 

of' her, i:f she is lazy let hez• tell me c.Jnu I V1ill t1:1ke her 

b<:.~ck to her .• lother 11 .Lebek.o's .nother protesteu anl.l saia,"Never 

mind that Hulebeko, let the chiltiren builu their own house, 

it is then that ~e will b~ a~le to fino out ir ~untshere is a 

lazy \'lorwn". ·-'-'h<:~t V"ias tbe :. ·1u of' tb.:: ir Hrt;;•Je,;Knt ... ·hey then 

c-alleu .dntsitere'o mot:.er·'s peo~le, her ,,other's :.>isttrs, 

her f'i:lt.her's Siotel'B• .uen taa:..y huu CO 'le to._., tb: '-'J they told 

.. ct .. ~ I l'. ~1.'. v. 
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tt1e .i tll t LE. !)~ .~o s~.y~ thut he is goinL to buila. 't'hey 

renlied emu S;;,iu, 11 If you, tneir mothers Jrlu :f:Jthers 

say, 11 Let hi.t build ~;;ther". ,let• 1'<Jtltd· 1 s t'ieters then 

saiu, "If' he in btliloinl-~' Y;ltre is tht. ol~cc he is ~;ointS 

to erect his hotlo::e on ? ;tave you· seen the place i'.b·~ rc he 

ia bo ing to bu ilu '' 11 The :r s:~ ic', .... o 'f,e h~:iVe not :fo nnu a 

pl::lce but v:~e thuught it rit.~ht to inform ~·ou \•lLJt tht: 

chilo:.:·en \,tint •.. € shall cunslotr ne::t Ut:JY y,uer·~ they 

htt ve to bu tlo II •• :fter f ·rt.n;.;r conv~rs.Jtion, they ull • 

Lebeko hi.~sel:f, went out to flnu <;~ pl.,ce \.u.:re he co•Jlu 

build his honse •. hen they bc;u fo1(.c.i it, tll.y tool~ their 

">.ives tu shov, them u,~ pl.)c;;. ~11ey tb-..n c.;lho ~ v . ..i.tchooctol' 

to co .1c :,nc.; uoc Lor it. hen Lhe uoctor CtMe, lle t.hrci. ilis 
\ 

uivlnLJ._, buu:::th .• h ... n ne hau finishto oivlning, he s~lu he 

Vr~:~nlcu t.,e f.jt 'r·otlt U1L K.lunty of' (j bl:;,cl<. CO\i.lt is ~he 

:rat .. en CL• to uoctor th're. Lebcko~o f'uth::r 6uve the cov;. 

after it "'as given, the ooctor s9rinkleu it \~ilh ileuicincs 

1:100 a:ft~r uolng GO he uel~ctco Lcb~~o's uncle tu ~laughter 

it. ae ~.>~::du tiwt i.lf'ter the sl~!lghtEi·irJ·", t.i1ey sbot.1ld cut 

tbey c 11t ot:t: the e t:1r und ::;i:lve it to h irn. He t ben l:.i:.du to 

the•:~, II OL :rlay it, vlhen YCill have . iniGi.t:d, vO TJOt c Jt 

it oren, cull i:1c urlc.i I •-ill CO·l!C "· 'l'tJe uOCtur touk tn€ 

eo:~r· anu oliXLu it \.itlt the .. 1..:uicint:s t1e nou bl'uU<1,ht v:ith 

hl:n to doctor ht;;l'e, .. htn ti<e' ·:&~n h:Jd fl:::iJt:~... tt.,_ co· .. , th~.y 

cslleu thL 'f1i tchuoc t.cr. · ... il Joe tot' c..) ;,e, lov~;;Lo l;lt lhE: 

cow ... no s iu, "G11t it open • hen tln~y iLJ'-' ucne so, the 

1.i tchuoctol' tool:{ the f(;jt f'r·o'•i tue r..iuney (;jnu ... ;.~iu, Cook 
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hanus. llavin~ uone so, he sprinkl' u the T)l;;~ce v1itu 

metiicin;:s. ae then S;Jia , " it is finioheu, the wo a~n 

can nov1 pr•t:p~re the :floor, CiS or the ,,izards, I sh~;~ll 

oei:!l v.itt, tl,er:n "· 'lhe vdtc(JI.Ioctor tt.en s:;~io, 11 Yoll C::in 

now tat toe insioe ot the CuVi anu GiVe ·the suoulut::r to 

sl~vttlu not be ;, or·l'Ll.l or co.JpL;in thut v;c h,,vc not 

given theu1 rrtt-ot". i.'lw t1i tch<.:oct.ol' toolt tih: :1, ;;.;t uf' tt~e ·:e..:.~st 

<;.iven .t llt,; ~tWUlui: I' vf the bt. cf t. ,·h..:y bt.;·~;~n to cl€an U1e 
I 

f'loo1· ... :·,~..o ' ... ~ . t. .. l tHiv fi!li:?hCl.. ~cr., pin.:,; ti1c ~r·o •mu, they 

mothEr'L siste:.:s .nu ;,atlil1~I't' 1 G f'atht:r'o sisters •.. h:..n 

tbey f'inisht:u the v-~:~11, they beri:ln c,'ltting ~r;1SS for 

tiH.~tchint.• h1.:n the ·~,omen hau 1'lnishcci cuttint' ~ras.:.., they 

tolo . iJl(;i.Jt:.-.o tllat they htHi 'finisht:l. b:Jiluing the vmll .i:lnll 

had also, <:llr~~uy cut the eraaa. ~~leb~ko also inf'o~ned 

Lebeko's paternal uncles th,,t the v.omen hat.: f~nisheu the 

Wall un<... haCJ aJ.So Cllt ~rass. 'l'hcy \,E..:•e ct1itin5 fOl' U~ 

\'dth the rat'tt:rs •. che men \"1t:nt to cut l.ll\; ruf't;;;rs .nu 

Wi1en they .h~HJ 1'inisbt:u, they b€'- .. n to uinu l'OilrlO the 

ci:J~es ;.;nd put l~ths on th.:: roof. h<.n the,>; hal. f'inlouea, 

they repor•ted havintr u ,ne so, and ti11.. tn,3t<.::hint;; co llL 

be betian. ',t'he \ 10i!lCn then go to e:,et. tilE b~hoon's ts~l 

~shrub) Vii'liCil they \;t.ave. luvint: ••ciiiveu it, the that~h

ing be:.:;ins. t.en the h;Jt is f'inlst_lt.u, ti1c.y inf·or··Jeu 

Lcut.:f.o's :t'u<. •• ll' \l\ .:...t..ij: .o; t.!1.-.t t.ilc ctiilu's house is 

t,L .... tc I' u ":u ~'-'· .j-_;lctc. L .. utke• c.. f<Jtlkr then calle<... 

J ,t_si,e.t·t: ~nu ite trms inro1· i€L: Lhera ln the 

presenc(. ~of' t<ltir· :f'cd.her·'s sis:ers, thr:ir nothez·'s 

sisters, their ~Gtt..:.~:nal uncles togctt!er \'itn their 

mater·nal tlncl. s, 11 Yo11 s::.h .. yo•1 v•;;;nt a l1011se ,thei•e it 

is". 1l'hey clu•)p€l. theiL' hl:lnuo, tney re;•oiceu Hn<... tlt<':lnkea. 

P. '.i'. i.;. 
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I.cbeko's m"'t~rnul '.L"JCle tcok. Oi.lt ;J skin '•lat c...nu s;..~iu, 

you my uncle :t. 'l'ht: siskr o1' · <Jtlt{;hc r:.:: 's 1'attn. l' took. 

patel'nal uncle took. out tm :;xe .JOU suiu, ., L.:i.Jct.o, hfrt. 

s..~lu, "·'-u.,;~c~k ,yuu : . .y unule ''. j.: ol. •• o's :other took. O'lt 

a s .. ldll :>ut,:; fL .. t b<Jt:l~<- t 'lGCo f\a• c~~-i:lnint.r :.dnno'f.Lt,.; 

1 , . t . - . i . , d . ,, • . 
COl':1..; . .t.;Jt 0:.1 .;.:~ 1 ~ .J . .L:{ n~ V~s~·C.t. Jn SC:Jlu 1 ~(ll.S!IC:i~c, 

cnllu · • 

anu f'ive vessels for tJoluini b. Cl , i::l str·~inel' .t~na 'ldt 

anu saiu, 11 dt~ntsherc, chilli o!' ,tiY ciat;;;.;r• t~n<.e these thln~s 

and usc tueu1 ulV,ciYS for u:i.vin .. f'ooo to .ronr gu .. st&• 

::antsbu·c' s f(Jthtr "'no .~other- took O'lt d pot to k.-.ep f'i::lt 

r•eu, Olle ol~ck. unu Si;itu, ".Lu)t.t<.o, ;}oil \,ill .. ,ilK t.ueue 

..i.;;lntS(l(.I·€, look af'ter ;/u'l htlSiL•rl'-' •.1·~ u,· .-;_._., lou~ ..,ft .. :.· .y'Olll' 

·;Jif'e". '.; . .'nc p;:.opL. uispers~d • 

• 1...: .. l' ~ .• L tli il• tJo !l:..>C. , tc. I' U1c 

uncL.s of l.cbc'..o tl"J .. , · .. o. l{u EJ,t;Jteu tlu'~ Li1e cu~.tl:: cuve 

hia trv•lble :..t nis no~n;c. 



Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2017.

243 6. 

Th€Y then saiu, "LebeK.o, h ... r·e is a h~uge, they YJill 

no lon.:'el· ~ive YO'l tr·oubl.;". I .. b:.: .o \;"'l::i v~.-r·y ,auch pl€usco 

\.ith tht VJay his pat;.:i~nu~ tlnc1cs h.l~>cu hiiti. ,,t1en it wus 

about plonlShin ... : tittle 1 c'->-.t~o's f'titber c.:.llE~ Le ;t:<.o Jilu 

saj.o, '1 Y C,iilu it is T)lu'l_ i.lint; tLae 'lO\, .~·ou· .n:.;t ulao 

Cv!1e <.il'lU finu i:l r::upeu c;a1·\.itn .:.~n~ ploufh for ./Oa·s:·lf". 

LE.iJcko :~:~.:.u, " 'ieJ.·y __ oou f<:.~til~i..· · ..... t~~o •~ ,L to t~ll tliu 

\.:ift.; i.u..Jt CIJCJ s;~...~>l.t.U lu.uk -\).~.· !.:l r· i.Jpt::u ~.. ..... ·iJcn in or•uel; 

i.O ;'lu·.l .. fl n~>.· ~·-~·:.t,;clv;;;~. -ll.HJteuerc saiL, 1
: l h_ve no 

i.uc, \.~c __ ,~ ,;,,:Jt :.. .. 1 l __ uln,_ to uig ln oz·r..~ ... • to bury the 

o..:..;.;u". , . ._ c.'.U \t=Ut tu hiu ·•oth---z· ;;~no tolu hi.il·th:.:~t tilei,r 

neeu o rwe\ pctl' .. (jna~ •.. is not.i1~1· i~:Jve ~ ... bt:K.o a ho.:. 

Lebt.~o follo\.eu his \':lf'e und \.lien bt. C,;,,Jc to hc.r he said, 

" . .i~n t Bhe r·c , he l'~ iii! a hoe''. ntsherc then s~id that 

mt;uicim:s \1ei·e netodeJ t.o ,-,<:)sh the e-.... u. Lebeko ';,ent a6 cdn 

to· l11s .. totiJCI' to usk. f'or lilec.ilcin~s for k.affil• corn und 

meuicin::s .. hich Vi(ifi!\l tht: seed. Lt:'be::to'a .nutiler ~ttve ·him 

cecu ...,,hluh huu ulrec.;u.:,T been 'iiOBhcu as \JLll as .ncdicines 

<i:tiJU S~lt: suiu to iliw, "'-:iO ::~no ...;ive you1• 1ul1'e this 

raeoicin~. ~l1::. .. nst:. t.:,l'iHu.it .nu put it in \·,i:lttr to rcm~in 

tht:rc; OVt;l'llitiht •. .)he .1 :st. tuKe ou;;. ;.;;,1l'lY the rw··t .orning 

uno go -wlth it to the place '1\llCl'€ ~: 1 H. is ;.oing to plo:1gh 

aud sp1•init.le \1ith it ~wu. t.hen c;o bo...:k hor1e • .Jbc :I'H~t go 

the l'e before eu t lnt,; <HlY t.t! in:.; u nu be:f'o J.';;. •.-.:J uil ine he rs.:.lf". 

Lt=bt.to tovl.'\. ~ilL s ... ~u _,:1u i:h~ ,.,.,. u~cine •• it: told his •. ife 

e··:uctly '-1~; ·-<~•: ·-\:1~ i.ol~ OJ .i.,;,>c~o •. d;:.;~1 ::ll;· hu(.J auctored 

the ~._: .. 1!·-.A~;n, sll:.. r,t_ll'tt::u to plunt tl"J€ s, ..:u • ...ihe planted 

the gal'uen alone anu ·\;h::n· she ·.;as ·abo·:t to f'inish, 

hls mother c~ .1e to h ... lp her to fin ish it quicK.ly. 

vne uaj Lrber<.o'a .JUttlcr C;Jll€0 .~ntSlJ(;I'e to co:n~ 

~nu help t1e1• s .. loothen tb'- 'liipu' ... l.l~n it 'i<us finisheu , 
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Mantsilere also bc.:...an to b•Jild a 'la.·a' • .Jhe tolu her 

.10ther-in-l~w and h€:1' husbanu' s sisters iJnu they c .. d1e 

to help her btl ild the enclosure, \,hen tne y f'i ;i sheu 

builuing it, they f'clt her to s.;loothcn the .:..ron :u • 

. antstlere co.nplaineo and ~;.;.; u to ~.cbtko," 1. a.1 surpl'iStc.i 

at .. 1y ·itOihei·, the other <.lay sih. calleu to ~o anu help 

h th th 'l ' €1' StliOO c.n (; bpt:t • ov.· tbty leave ,;1e EJlone, tlH:.f 

uo not ih . .l.~) .• Jt-". ~--..;cko :.;aiu to ht=r, "J,.!Joothen it 

asl:.eu L(..:;c.:.'-' to ... 1lo1. her to e;o anu see hex• ~ilother as it 
J 

was <;i lon;,;. t .i:ae sl nee sh(. l·1 st sar. he 1·. Lc be ko s~ h.i , 

"I \"1 ill tctke you to her v.he n \/C have fin ish~ a 'i1eeu ing so 

that you may re111ain there •f'or a goou v;h.ile". ,antshere 

strufiged to· s:1oothcn the 'lapa' until she f'inist1ui it. 

· .. hen she had f'inisi1ed it , she Gtarteu weeuin;j, she 

weeoeu her ~araen alone. ~ne duy while she ~as the 

garuen_, it r;;. ineo· h tlVHy dnd she ~~~s foz•cea to rc:nain 

in the g;;~ruen until it was nit,;htfall. -h:.:.n otlt ca:ll;;. home 

V1et, she hurrieu to uo her coo~ing. 1hil€ she w~s still 

busy cook.jng, l.ebe~{O l:ii'L'iVt:d rrorn his t01.1J~r'a ho.ile. 

' •. hen he ~..ntei•ed, he S<)iu, "at•e fOil still ·UBY cook.int;;, 

Vibat h:.~ve you been doing? " \:iH;u .:..ntsiH.:re s .. iu, tl1at she 

had be en obstrllc ted by tht.. r•:J In in the la:Ju s, L€ be ko ~ot 

l:ingry,cc.~u..;ht l1olu of' hiE! .:,.lf'~ J-ilU bL::Jt ht=r tlever;.:ly. le 

she .. :Jclte:u ;wL· O\<il no·1se, noVJ si.t:.:. is unabl€ to ~nan~:~ce 

to ask. · or• porr•id£e from his :Jothel'• ·lJen. he arrivtu 

at his :nottler' s place, he told her th~:~t . 1.1;jntshere had 

just ari'l ved and haa not :.: ven done her cuok.in~ • It is 

now thJt ohe is busy cooking, he soiu .·~is 1ottJer• g<;.~ve 

hi'Jl po1·ridbe, but Lebe~o did 'Ot tell his ilother th<:~t he 

had be~ten iantsi1ere. His mott1er tolo lli!a to be patient 

y,lth his wife and nut to get ant;;ry over- trivial maLtel'S• 

'P.'i'.O. 
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:hile L~bek.o \Ji;jS u\.<JY at. his tnotht:r's plact:, 

.ll:lntshere in the l:l~tmtimc ran l:l',;<Jy to her if1otl!.:r's hou1e. 

been beaten by Lcbt:k.o for not cooKint5 in tit.1e, J1t;;n 1 

told hi~ that 1 hau been obstrncted by ruin in the l~nas 

he o id not be 1 it ve enu he b~ 1:1 t n~; • lj nt she re' a .1o·tht: r 

rell:lteu the story to her fl:lthcr• ( JuntsilCr·e'o f\:Jtlh.L·j· 

.. !antshere's f'ather c;;;lleu his p·ister•s and brothers tu-

maternal '1nCle said, 11 'l'aK.e of ·our tlppez· t;;urm...:nts and 

let us see wll€re he h;;~s beaten you" •• hen .lantshere tooK 

off the skin on bcr back for currying an infunt in, they 

founa that she had really b~en beaten and th~t it ~as a 

t!lere playing. The,v then Bi.:lid, 11 ·:e shall f!1;;:t:t L:..:beko's 

father to hear ~hether he h~u instrncted his child to 

beat a ~onan in this manner". 

,,hen Lebet{o retn1·n •. u to his house, h.:; founw nobouy. 

ne v;ent ro!lnd ana ronnd tt)e liu'lHe UC:~lling ont., but s;;~\. 

nobouy·l Lebei:<.o got conl 11seu in. tdc 1lnu ~n~ Cl:llleu o~t 
• 

~:tlotlu. chat uiu not h·-ln ;;ilu he ;.ju.~. nobuay. :·1e t>l.nt 1.-tlone. 

J.'h· ne..:t d~y he \:ent to. t::ll his •ot11er t;,;t :.P1tehere 

hau ot' ~ten he1· for not c ooK.ilY. .1.'he fl:ltl1er. i nslsteu on 

aa!'t-in<!, \'ih~r act11~lly hao ht: b.uten her. i~ ULoteu, "Yeater-

~ 

an unredsonablt.: tirae •.. ht 1i I i.JSkcu l"or oou, tl.1e.re . tiS 

no food·for me to at. rlis f~thcr tolo him th~t he ~~s 

P.T.v. 
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in the wrone ir he be~t her for thut re son onely. \S 

it h~u been I'c:linint:; ho\, liiu ·o!l expect her to .:!.i:ie tlo..Jc 

du!'int;; tbt I·ain. d'ter• o u:)y, Le~eko' :3 f ..• ther· C<.~llet. .. 

Lt:bei.to's p~tcr•n..;~l 'lncles to, .th:r, ::.~nu !1~ tolu UJe.n 

that Lt.bf.l<.o h:::~u bt:::-Jt.en iliG i ·c, !lis ~.it'c haw even run 

av.-<Jy to lle:· par•ents' ho:n.:.:. lic:l'e is the c;;;~se that f'dces 

us tny brothers. Lc.belw un6 biG p<Jtern<-.~1 uncle ti·--'-' Lt.bc:w's 

mutilE:.L·' s sio~t.:.l.' \ . ..:.·;:; ::Jent to 60 unu -f'etch 

'.Li1t.;~' i..utn .,::;; u1t on tht'il' jo;Jl•ne~·· t1en they i:ll'l'iveo ut 

tne hlJ.n: of . Jts'.;:; :·e' s pul'ents, the:.r r(;~JOJ._'teu th. t tl\cy 

hau co .c -:.o t't-.:tch ontBhe.·.e •. antshe.ce's f_ther cullca 

.;~;~ntshert 's maternal nncles jnu her ·nother' s sisters 

toget.het· •.. hen thty twu <:tll gt~thereu to.::eth~- r, Lcbeku' s 

patet•n<:~l 'mcle tolu t;tC.!l tnat tlle~: lH:nJ been sent to 

come auu f'etch .:::~ntsherc. hen he hetu f'inlshcu s<:~ying 

so, .:antshere 's l!lat<;:rn~l rmcle askea \',l1Cl'e the.{ h!.lu' 

cortt: tu :r·etch her f'1·o,1 !:H•ll 'wtl1i.:it she hao done. I ga,re 

her to you in l!ll:.ll'l'i<.i~e, he SLii<.l. LEbeko' s patu•n~:Jl 

~;.hile she \n::iS <Jt tde 1 unus, r~in J~t.~:Jint· .. a her th:::re IJntil 

night f'ell. ~,hen s 11e i;ll'l'iVt:\..1 ilo.w, ·'llil•_: si1e 'd:lS still 

busy COOKing, LCbt;i{o got i;jTit;;l'Y cJr1\..t Said, "1 ~'lSt Ot!:Jyed 

'V1as uut.1dr1 ... · :t'vl' .1t tu t.ai· 1' J iu .. .:.rntsw:.1:c not tell you 

. so ,ny. uncle. .no y::; t Lyon beat h .. r ., Yes, rny t_mcle • 

":lantshe.t•e' s nnc:le in:f.'ur.H~<.l tt1e utl'ler·s dnu salu, 11 Yo•J 

he be·::.it. her even though she he:H..i b-.en obstrwtcJ by the 
I 

rain in tl1e l..;~nlls. 'Ihe people S8id, '' -.e l1..;~Ve nothin.:.; to 

say" •. untsher•e's •lldt.:::rno.:il nncle SCJiu, "Lebeh.o, you 

,t-.1'.v. 
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v.ere in the v.ron;;; by be at int; YO'lL' v. ifc t;;Le:!.ng _Uliit she 

tola yotJ V!hut h:JU o bstr1.w tell !1€ 1;. I (J I_] ~ .. n . the r ;_l'i n \',1 til 

your 0\1TI ejc s. ... ut:.:;llt-1'€ 'o ;.l..l t;; ;.·rJul 1HK~lc firKu Lc: l)t i.tU 

five St1:..t~p c,:.u ~even str-ukeo 'th i.J thin stick.L..:bcito 

"If' tii<-Be at;~C.P <..l:'C: not ful•thco;u:ing, .;;~ntDil~I:<5 is ~oing 

no\ller·e". LcbeK.o's p~t:rn:ll •lnclt;· o.ia, I.~beko,lie ootn 

and rece 1 ve your be ... t ing, tlL i \,ill lle lp us to re< .. l'tce 

our uebt. "L-.bek.o r·eceivcv liie be.:~tin..:,; amj ~f'tcr thGit 

they v.ent back. to L(;bek.o's 1'athcr B.nu .they tulu hin tlwt 

1 ive si1.:ep ~;.ere ucm<.;noed bcf'ore .... nt;::;herc co11lo Cut!le 

bi:itck. Ltbelw'·s fi:ilthcr told I.ebek.o's aothe-r >.l1i:ilt tbcy 

lioerc ;;~SKEU to pey. "1ft€r hG lLU uil:iCUE.:::St:U the ;uLt(;L' •.ith 

shc~-P in OI'uer tt •• t be $i1onJ~.~ 6 o .. ;'~~ :fe ch .:.~ntsllere. :ie 

urove them tiV,iJY to ~o ..,,Ju fctc11 :.~ntt>tl. re. '-'TI .,jl'eival, he 

in:for~aeu .;,ntm.cr·e 's mater·n::.-.1 11ucle t:L.t. l1~ h;_,u bL'O!li;>ht . 

((') 

• ntci"lt:l''S -.-...:t'h~l' :.HJU tOtllcr. 

the •lo.;c .,:- i4t:r .1o: li;.;t•-in-l~~~. ht.. 1 they :Jl'.,·iveu <Jt the 

that he huu ~rriveu \.ith hex·. }.{;r.JE'k.o' s f<:ith;;;L' • ' II s .... 1a, 

l.theko,tw.re is your. \>'ife, I h~ve sn- f'ereL~ loss on thls 

i~rk you, 1 paid "boguui" ~nu no~ l h~vc just puiJ five 

St!l:ep in r•.::spect of' her. ;e t~fr·aid .Jy ctJllJ ;;.~nd ce<.il3e 

entirely f'L·O.l ooin;3 tllis". Jntotlere · .. cnt bsck. to_tlel' 
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....;dntshere i'.ent to lle.r p;;r·cnts' hO.i€ 1'ul.' conf'iu..:.,nent. 

1 son fldD bol'U to l1:.:.r ..and he •-dS n<:~.Jt;u .. ;tuo~:Jne, l.,.,t,;l\.o's 

c.l't.HJut';;t.ut::.L·· 1.t:.:.JC.<.o• s la-t-t·n:;l. ilnclt,; t>lutl~httreo a s[)~..cp 

l'o.i: ilLi unu ~·.Jcr; or·uycu its Sill<l f'or ul::.llt.int,; t.l1C "thi:il'i 11 

1'or ':i.n. \ L.::~1•i, ~ .:.tin \,orn on the b;Jck. f'or C~d:.l'Ji:·~; ,;.~D 

; nf' a n t in , • -\ ' t c r h c r c o n:t' i n e u.:.: n t , .:::~nt .... ticre ret 1rn •. d to 

her ho .. Je •. i.Jntsiler.;; dllU Lcbe'<O 11veo to~Ethel' tt1~1·e r•i5ht 

llp to ttH~ Lieath o1' 1.ebe:to. ~f'tel' the death of' Leb~k.o, his 

:rather• re~~iain(u louk.in6 after .~ntsnerc <:.~S he huu no other 

chilo to LI;:srry ~:Jfi<JY• hen Llbek.o uied, l1e lei't .. ntshcre 

With t-v1o clliluren, sons, \'.hose n:J;ICS \iere .tuo~m; an(J 

Lei-)ek.o. "-t- lebcko hro'1ght tlp these boys •.. l1en the olu ffidU 

oieo, they alre1:1uy hdu an tm<..•erstc.~nu1nci of' thini.;;s unu 

up to Uwt ti-le tl1e ir ,aotht:.r l1::~u not l'e~Jurl~ic:d. ri:alebek.o 

(( 

also (lied, le ving ale;Jelw Jnu U:1tsher-c, her U;;l\l._btt:;r

in-~C;tW !tuodne ~:.~nu Lebek.o c;r·ev; up livinc; "itn their .other 

.c.tntsher•e•. tuo~ne ttt l.:Jst :l<::l.'~·ho the U<.:l'l__;htei· o·· .~1;1tshere's 

tai:;lttr'ndl un~le. ~.tuu<;~tlC i.Oep;.H':::Jtt::u \.itll hls yo 1Hl.:.er• bi'ot.ner 

J.eoe~o u'H'ill~ ~tit: -~·.:~1' ot' osel_t~utse .IHm o~;;.lt:k.stse ~.ent 

iJCI'O:..:E: i..u :ll,j; C;tyO. ~ l .C ~0 uisappeureu u'lring that ti Je 

ever·:::lnc,_. u (;il~ t-t:lo\.s \',iJl:Pt; he is • tllodne is still 

with hit:> tot1l:..·r ;.nu hi~: ldf'e "'t Molttt;;oi's villuGe• .s 

f'or his chllLren, I l.io not k.norJ -w.here they ore. His 

c1ot.her o1' cc.:n•se, ~s vet·y olu. olut~ui is in tt'1€: ~:u·c~ of' 

ch lef' .:Ji::i tlC:Jpene. 

\hen a "·o·a~m is lJivorcett, it hdp('ens in o~l<:lTIY \.dys. 

vo;neti1J1CS she is uivorceu beccHlSC of' her l .... ~yness; soule

times bcce:;~~.we of' iler· t::r·!'iblc tl .• per <:~i1u t.;jli<.i::itive::tes~; 

So.rieti:1€S beCci!HH~ 01' ;t~l· b"int-> vdtch. )Q:J{:ti!t~B bl.C:::t ... lti€ 

of' ilCl' hov inti m~ay .~ n; su._,e'Lii.h. s dlvorc~ is C<J'lscu by 

the husb.:mw bc:::~1..in6 l1.:1•e s~v..:rtly, bnt i~1 tll<.:~L <:~Jse it is 

\;hen tllt:· ·•.if'c uiV0.1'ces bcc.;..tH.:e of U;JO ti·e;;~t.,l. ,1t by t:.f.l' 
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hu.-banu. lf e Vtomen uues not look. after h~x· h11sbena 

properly, the husband deserts her~ a ~am~n is barren, 

she is not u i vorcc;u but a riO the r v.o. la n is soue:;h t who Cdn 

bet...et l.!i"Jilul't:n tor ht.:r. 'l.'i1is ·,olfl<Jn is souLtlt by the VCL':f 

I·Oill~n v•ilu iG b.:.tL·t·en au ti1t~t the ot:tJtr ont: will cone ~nd 

'fhat is ;n;y she :mst love them ::~nu she nust t:ven C<:~l·ry 

theu. 

\:hen a .• wn is llivorcc;.u by llis wife, it is by reason 

of be int; ldS~aul ted to EFJCh an extent ttwt the wife can 

hEar it no lon~cr. Jo:.Ktimes it is v1t1en lle ~o~sE;UICleS control 

over thoae thincs which are within the wife's province 

such <.~S kaf'fiJ: co!'n, ;:1::. Ht <:~n~ :aUk. 'l'h:.. se <H'E tile things 

v.hich ooco1;..tLltS c:;juse husbund .;Jt,<.: -,.ife to quurrel, v:hen 

the husband \iloltlts control pel'sun<:~lly over the·:1. ;.io .~et LLs 

e husband bOES for an indefinite ptriod to the ~uropcbn 

towno to work.. lie s~ayo ai·'aY a lon.:_: ti::1e ·,:ithollt co :ing 

ho~ne. Hut tllis problem of uiVUL'C€ it: i:.l JOtJ€!'0 tf;ing that 

iu, Elnce tiic :..O.L'l'iVdl Of ,Ul'v£1. ~,ns ht.re. ;·'O!'lli€I'ly, you 

Cu'll~,; m:.:v~i: ucur· of" illlsbund anu •-ife havint:. llivorceu o:~e 

tano:;IJ~,·. :_;t \.e;..s bo·ml.A by the por(:nto of the people, no 

one co·ll~..o :. Vt.;l' ~mew. "··o-u<:jy people t.. ivurce f'or vcr·y 

trivial rt::<h·Wns, if' a filan happe •s to re-:Iom:;trate \,itll 

his r.ife, tnt: ,.,if'e simply \i'alk.s <-JI,ay, even bef'orc the 

hnsbunu IJ~<;jts i1..::r, shJir;_[ s , ur .:ven if l1Cr .!Other-in-

l(;i\~ utters a 'J'IO!'d, tlje cluu~llter-in-l~¥1 carries her belo-

nt:;ings c.mu st~ys, her :aotbe1•-in-law is .. li:lk.ing life intole-

rable or her. 

Ntuo~ne o:otsi • 

. hen a rnan mar;l'ies Jc;r;.;; tl1an onl: \tlves, he Joe s not 

{J 
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mar•r•y relatives. !!c mut'l·ics h~:!'C :Jnd there. 'l'he ·,,-ife 

to v~hom the parents of'+'er•eti mar .. ·lege on his bch:Jlf is 

the princ lpal \wi.fe d .• onc_;st all ttl~ othC.i.:S •. :'hose ;c-llo <H'e 

marrie~ ~fter~c.i~Us tire j~niors to the one who is m~r~ied 

fi.cst. '.i'l,, il: t·.lSOwnc.. b:1ilus house or tile1.1. ·:<:~ch v.ife 

lou~s <:lf·ter tl:::i· ov.n bt:lon~ings. ·-h~' cattle of" ti1e fi1•st 

vlif e <..io not -•ix 1.itl.~ tho(;e o~ tht:: othcr•s. l1 their husbbnd 

is rich he separates their cattle. The cattle or each 

ho•Jst: a ·e k.erJt upart. They do not oix.lf' he hi3S not m1:1ny 

cattle, he puts them in one k,raal, but he mHkes many 

marks on them to avoid conf'usion. ·.'he chilurt:n of' 

each house k.noY1 their ov;n anu thut this one belon~s to 

this hollse anti that house. Jo;ven in milking, each one k.nows 

the one wtlich belongs to h'i.s ho•1se and whicl1 he :nilk.s. Bach 

wife looks uf'ter the kaf'f'ir corn v,hich belon~;s to htr house 

and each one r>t:rf'or.!lE:S 11er• O\JTI a•Jtit:s. If' sh~ aoes not 

help ilt::'r•self', no one w.-111 hel!J her. ·ven vHh r•et;t:H<.l to 

chilort;n, ::ach vdfe looks ·,ftcr her· ol.n chilo:rerJe .l<;;;n 

cannot marry the chil~ren or the s~ 1e parents.~hat c~n 

ha,C)pen only in this v,ay, if' lle :narJ:it:s "'\·.o·n<.ln ~na SCi€ 

'uies, th::: Yu'lljt.cr· sister of the oeac.. ,,o.,~;~n cc;n be 

ma!'J.'icu ·l:;/ tile .. l;::Hl '<.tw hGJli IO<iri'L::o hEr ::loest sistet•, 

so LL ... t 8~!C ,1!:j_,' looK a'~"ter tht: ctlilurrn o.- <::luest 

sister·. ,- c,:Jnnot •llar·ry the t'I;O sisters at tt1e u~:J·te tirile. 

That can be i~proper. 
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