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About the arranger
Michael Barrett is the Director of Choral Music Studies at the University of Pretoria, South 

Africa. He specializes in arrangements of traditional African music and his 
works have been performed throughout the world. He is the conductor of 
the internationally recognized Tuks Camerata and the founding director of 
The Chamber Singers, one of South Africa’s most sought after ensembles. 
Michael’s choirs have won several choral competitions and he is regularly 
invited to adjudicate and present workshops, both locally and abroad. His 
arrangements of traditional music incorporate both western and African 
elements creating a unique and fresh addition to the choral repertoire. Most of 

Michael’s compositions and arrangements are recorded by the Tuks Camerata and can be found 
on iTunes or at www.tukscamerata.co.za    
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See a video performance at www.sbmp.com
Performed by the Tuks Camerata

Michael Barrett, conductor

Mangisondele Nkosi Yam
Let Me Be Nearer My Lord
A traditional praise and worship song from the Zulu culture

Translation
Let me be nearer my Lord, Even
when I’m suffering, I can be happy and say,
Let me be nearer to you my Lord.
Even if bad things and the sufferings are in my dreams
I’ll say let me be near you I’ll always believe and say let me be nearer to you
Lord I ask to be nearer to you now.
 
Performance notes
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