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The 18th Century

• At the beginning of the century, Rinderpest
invaded Europe. “…It has been estimated that
two hundred million cattle died in Europe in the
sixty-eight years after 1711 as a result of the
great epidemic” (Dunlop & Williams ,Veterinary
Medicine - An illustrated history, 1996).

• During the whole second part of the eighteenth
century, Europe was desolated by a series of
epizootics brought or favoured by the incessant
wars.
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“The hand of  God struck the Netherlands, afflicting 

its cattle with Rinderpest”
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The first Veterinary school was created in 1762 in 

Lyon (France)

origins
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Claude Bourgelat (1712-1799)

origins
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A lecture at the Alfort Veterinary School at the end of  

19th century

origins
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After France, Veterinary schools are created all over  

Europe
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• The situation is even more alarming at the beginning of the

nineteenth Century. In 1800, the epizootic which raged through

all Europe had not completely been contained and contagion

reappeared in Central Europe.

• Not until the 1840s were sanitary laws enacted in Europe. The

first one was the Polish law, enacted by Ostrowsky in 1844.

Others will follow, each inspired by the same objective to

establish a nomenclature of main diseases and make

compulsory for administrative authorities to notify all suspicion

of disease and take immediate protective measures accordingly.

The 19th Century
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origins

Consultation at the Alfort Veterinary School 

to discuss the  disease situation in Europe –

19th Century
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The International Congresses

• On 24 March 1863, at the initiative of Professor John
Gamgee, from the New Veterinary College of
Edinburgh, associated with Professor Hering, from
Stuttgart, a letter is sent to Veterinary Schools and
periodicals all over the world.

• The letter proposed the organisation, in Hamburg, of
an International Congress which would “define the
rules of prevention of contagious and epizootic
diseases” and elaborate a standardised sanitary
legislation for all countries. (E. Leclainche, Histoire de
la médecine vétérinaire, 1936).

origins
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Creation of  the OIE
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E. Leclainche, in his “Histoire 

de la médecine Vétérinaire” 

(1936) 

writes: “… In 1920, Rinderpest 

suddenly appears in Belgium, 

Following the transit through 

the port of Antwerp of zebu 

cattle

bound for Brazil. 

It causes a great 

commotion….”

creation
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A group of  personalities attending the Conference of  

1921  

visit the Alfort Veterinary School

Strengthened by the experience of  the past century, France 

takes the initiative to convene an “International Conference 

for the Study of  Epizootics” to take place in Paris in May 1921
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• Forty-two States heeded the call. The Conference

expressed the wish that an International Organisation

in charge of the control of infectious diseases of

animals should be created

• In less than three years, twenty-eight countries joined

the project and an “International Agreement” was

signed in Paris by their representatives on 28th January

1924.

creation



The International Agreement for the creation of  the OIE 

(Office international des épizooties) is signed in Paris on 

January 25, 1925 by 28 countries



Argentine Republic, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Denmark, Egypt, Spain, 

Finland, France, Great-Britain, Greece, Guatemala, Hungary, Italy, 

Luxemburg, Morocco, Mexico, the Principality of  Monaco, the 

Netherlands, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Siam, Sweden, Switzerland, 

Czechoslovak Republic and Tunisia signed the Agreement.
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missions
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Structure and working



Structure and composition of the OIE

• On 8 March 1927, the

International Committee of

the Office held its first

General Session. Twenty-

six Delegates participated.

• The Assembly elected

Inspector General De

Roo, Delegate of Belgium,

as President and

Professor Leclainche was

appointed first Director of

the Office.
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E. Leclainche,

Director general

of the OIE from

March 1927 till

May 1949

Inspector

General Henri

de Roo,

Delegate of

Belgium, first

President of

the OIE from

1927 to 1929



Working and composition of the OIE

• Since its first General Session, held in

Paris on 8 March 1927, the office

carries on its work under the authority

of a Committee (known as the

International Committee) consisting of

Delegates of the contracting

Governments.

• The composition and prerogatives of

this Committee, as well as the

organisation and powers of the office,

are determined by the Organic

Statutes, attached to the Agreement

and regarded as being an integral part

of the Agreement.
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• Because its creation dates back to the early 20th
century, the OIE is one of the oldest existing
Intergovernmental Organisations.

• It does not depend of the UN system, as the United
Nations only officially came into existence on 24
October 1945, and this is a notable exception among
the existing organisations of the same type.

• Its autonomy is institutional and financial. Its activities
are governed by its own constitutional texts.

• Since its creation it has worked in close collaboration
with the League of Nations.

Institutional independence of  the OIE
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The first issue published the text of  the International 

Agreement for the creation of  the Office and  the minutes of  

the first meeting of  its Committee
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• On January 1928, the first Conference of the Economic
Committee of the League of Nations met in Geneva with
only eight veterinary experts experts.

• The third Conference, in 1929 categorised contagious diseases
according to their seriousness. It also specified conditions for
issuing sanitary certificates for international trade of animals
and animal products.

• At the Conferences of 1931 and 1934, eleven experts failed to
come to an agreement on sanitary certificates and had to
submit the texts to the OIE.

• From then onwards the OIE was the internationally accepted
institution to set international standards for animal health

The OIE and the League of  Nations
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League of  Nations: A meeting in 

Switzerland in 1929

evolution
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• During World War II, the activities

of the Office slowed down.

• In 1942, under the German

occupation of Paris, the idea of

transferring the headquarters of

the Office to Berlin (Germany) was

raised. It was only the intervention

of Dr G. Flückiger (Switzerland),

acting President of the OIE

International Committee, that

prevented this plan from being

carried out.

The Hôtel de Prony –

official headquarters of

the OIE since 1939



The OIE and the Statue of Liberty
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The Statue of Liberty was built

in Rue de Chazelles adjoining

the current OIE headquarters at

Parc Monceau and donated by

France to the USA in 1884.

Gustave Eifel who built the

Eifel Tower, did the metal

structure of the statue.



Attempts to dissolve the OIE

• The United Nations, which replaced the

League of Nations in 1945, established two

specialist Agencies the same year:

– the World Health Organization (WHO) and

– the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United

Nations (FAO).

• Their aims partially covered those of the OIE

The presence of these two Agencies called the

existence of the OIE into question and the

possibility of simply dissolving the organisation

was envisaged in 1946, and again in 1951.

• Due to the opposition of numerous OIE

Member Countries and Delegates, the

functions of the Office were kept alive.
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A meeting in Madrid in 1951 – a fore runner for establishing 

the WVA

evolution



The OIE and the WTO (World Trade 

Organisation)

• Following official recognition of

the OIE by the World trade

Organisation in 1994, as an

international reference for safe

trade in animals and animals

products as regards risks due

to animal diseases and

zoonoses, the OIE has

become a standard setting

organisation in terms of the

Agreement on the Application

of Sanitary and Phytosanitary

measures of the WTO.
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International Relations

Institutional cooperation with 75 international and regional 

organisations notably the following: 

• WHO World Health Organization 

• FAO Food and Agricultural Organization of  the United 
Nations

• WTO World Trade Organization 

• CAC Codex Alimentarius Commission

• WVA World Veterinary Association

• IPPC International Plant Protection Convention

• World Bank

• CABI CAB International

• ILRI International Livestock Research Institute



The OIE and the WVA

• OIE is an international 

intergovernmental institution 

since 1924

• WVA is an international 

association of veterinary 

associations since 1959

• OIE has a mandate in terms of 

the SPS Agreement of the WTO

• OIE and WVA has signed 

agreement of cooperation (signed 

in 2002 and again in 2015)

• Support mutual policies such as 

on AMR
33



Involvement of countries in Africa with OIE

• Only 3 African countries 

joined the OIE in 1924

• Morocco, Tunisia, Egypt

• The remainder were 

represented by their 

Colonial “mother” country

• Africa countries were thus 

practically excluded from 

the OIE decision-making 

process

34



OIE member countries in southern Africa

• Most countries in southern Africa 

became members of the OIE 

only after independence

• Only exception is South Africa 

(then the Union of South Africa) 

who became a member in 1936) 

and re-confirmed in 1963 after 

independence

• Botswana (1968); Lesotho 

(1984); Mozambique (1949); 

Swaziland (1970); Zimbabwe 

(1961) and Namibia (1990)
35
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Vaccination CBPP in Togo



OIE Assistance in Africa
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Tick control in Kenya



Several other initiatives by the  OIE in Africa to assist 

improvement of Veterinary Services

• PVS (Performance of Veterinary Services) missions

• Follow-up PVS missions

• Assistance with improvement of legislation

• Assistance with improvement of laboratory services

• Missions to assess and advise on disease control

• Applying One-Health concept

• Antimicrobial resistance initiatives together with WHO 

and WVA
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Recognition of official disease status

Goal:

• Promote Veterinary Services 

• Protect animal (and human) health in international trade

• Facilitate trade

The International Committee adopted that OIE shall officially recognise disease 
status (countries, zones) for currently 6 diseases

FMD         RP CBPP BSE AHS PPR

20001996 20042003 2007 2009



OIE Disease freedom in southern Africa

FMD

CBPP

BSE

PPR

CBPP

PPR

FMD (lost 

2019)

FMD

CBPP

PPR

FMD

PPR

CBPP
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Thank you for your 

attention


