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Dutch imperium: VOC and WIC







From western Ireland to the Caspian sea
1.900.000 km2 = 733.590 sq. Miles   ~   45 x The Netherlands





45 active volcanoes on Java
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• Typical exploitation colony

• Surplus production was meant to balance the Dutch state finances  

• All colonial state institutions served this purpose
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Spectacular population growth Java 1830-1890
ca 5 million >> ca 22 million

•due to:

• vaccinations (small pox)

• order = pacification of conflicts

• improvement of agricultural techniques
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Veterinary field on Java circa 1890

• Buffalo’s ca 2.5 million ) Civil Veterinary Service

• Cattle ca 2.5 million ) Civil Veterinary Service

• Sheep )

• Goats ) --------------------) Civil Veterinary Service
• Chicken )

• Horses ca 500.000 Army / private practice



• Meat and milk production

• Transport and agriculture: traction, burden, ploughing



Buffalo















Banteng cattle



















Plethora of infectious diseases

• Anthrax

• Rabies

• Glanders

• Surra (trypanosomiasis)

• Septicaemia Haemorrhagica (pasteurellosis)

• Tuberculosis

• Foot and mouthdisease

• Rinderpest



Lack of veterinarians

Civil Veterinary Service was permanently understaffed

due to underpayment

Task: prevention and control of infectious diseases



Rinderpest epizootia on Java 1878-1883

Probably caused by import of Brahma cattle from India

Number of veterinarians available on Java:   2

Assistance from The Netherlands was necessary:

1 expert and 8 extra (young) veterinarians
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Rinderpest epizootia 1878-1883

• Major disaster: 220.000 animals succumbed

drastic measures:

• Double bamboo fence along rivers

from North to South from coast to coast

• Cattle free zone on both sides guarded by the army



In 1890 no more than 13 veterinarians

in the Veterinary Civil Service in the Dutch East Indies

9 monitoring infectious diseases in the field 

4 in laboratory and government in Batavia



Announcement of an extra veterinarian !

Mr. W. Eefting, patented veterinarian





February 18th 1890



Request at the Governor General

Request of the Veterinary Association in connection

with the placing at disposal of Mr. W. Eefting, patented

veterinarian, in order to appoint him as governmental

Veterinarian.





Answer from the Governor General

General May 16th 1890



Answer from the Governor General
the 16th of May

Concerning the request of the Veterinary Association

about legal regulations of eligibility as Governmental

Veterinarian in the Dutch East-Indies.



At disposal W. Eefting as officer
of the Civil Veterinary Service



amendment of the law
July 5th 1890



Amendment of the law July 5th 1890 

Concerning the request of the Veterinary Association about legal regulations of eligibility as 
Governmental Veterinarian in the Dutch East-Indies

D. The decision of the supreme government

Government Gazette of the Dutch East Indies

No 185. Changing of regulations concerning eligibility as Governmental
Veterinarian in the Dutch East Indies



Changing of regulations

Only veterinarians with a certificate from the state veterinary

school or from an equal education from another state, 

will be admitted as Governmental Veterinarians

in the Dutch East Indies



Nota Bene:

Patented veterinarians did not hold a certificate from any
veterinary school 

As a result of this amendment they no longer could be
appointed within the Civil Veterinary Service



Dismissal Eefting    September 1890





CIVIL VETERINARY SERVICE

Discharged:

Due to physical unfitness with honour discharged for service

for the country in his function as Governmental Veterinarian, 

the officer for the Civil Veterinary Service W. Eefting



Conclusion

‘Patent’ veterinarians could be skilful artisans who could treat
individual animals corresponding to the state of the art
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Conclusion

‘Patent’ veterinarians could be skilful artisans who could treat
individual animals corresponding to the state of the art

Veterinary work for the government in the Dutch East Indies was not
about the treatment of individual animals

but about recognizing, monitoring and preventing infectious diseases



Request of the veterinary Association

“rather no veterinarian than an incompetent one”

Because the risk of serious mistakes made in remote districts
could result in disaster 

not only for the population but also for the exchequer



In the end:

With unprecedented speed:

A fault was admitted

A law amended

A mistake corrected and

A precedent prevented



This could only mean that

The professionalism of the veterinarians

in the Dutch East-Indies

was fully recognized

by the governments in Batavia and The Hague



But

For Mr. Eefting this must have been 

a dramatic episode in his life



Questions?


