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The ner-ative of ¥mnhels tre lotlhaping says:

I am g Kotlhaping in tie true sense, farther I belong to the
family of Galeshewe the Bautlhaping chief. ..y father who was
Kolosa together with his fat:er ontashonyane st the battie of
Dithakong. I was already big at that time sand I saw a lot of
things. We, a8 we were still boys at the time, we ran awey
with the cattie, we were coalng froa taoe Vesl river. while
we were driving the cattle along, we heard snots from the gune
of t.e Hoers, reinling down like the hail ujon us, we gave up
the cattie o0 reu away.

when the war scettereu abrosd after the Boers had captured
the property of the Batlhaping, we came bsck to Uriqualend.

When we were still young people, we had our laws, the
Betlhaping aleo had laws which were never broken by any of the
children or the residents of the village. There were many
councils st the Vaal River, There were the Betlhaping of
Heldi and of Tihéb81lwana. The Barolong of Hodimenyane-a-
Yogeng enJ those of <aogd of Tatas sand thelr grsnd-futher
Gopapsnyane.

That tise was after the battle of 2ra-Galase, 1t would
have been about 1887. We were Xians bat we were still
abiding by the laws of our festhers.

The kraals were built with poles of bush trees ard thorn
trees wnich were bound with ropes msde of the inner bark
of irees. The wurk of buillding wouses wus done by the wo:en,
they invited otuers who were their neignbours to coane and
help thea.

A house was thatched with grass and strijpped off reeds.
The thatching was done by woaen who used tox -—ake beer and

slsughter big goast which dresw out grass seeds.
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A Yillage of the Betswanas w0 sre the Bgtlhapling was not
built without anyttidug bel.g done. A doctor wes hired to dooctor
the foundation of the house. Thet dootor ceme with calebashes
end horns of animelis full of medicincs mixed with fat of
ravenous beasts. He planted pegs snesred with medicine vsed
as a charm. He would then demand a two horned beastea.

A wigard oconld not cone into the village with his witchereft,
becanse if he did not know tiat it was protected with charms,

he would stad fixed and motionless like & pillar. But if
you talxed to him, he wuuld be set free.

The Batlhaping did not anare everything that is eaten with
children. W®hen a beast was slaughtered, this was done at the
cattlie krasl by men only; they skinmed it, stamping the skin
with pesties. It was prepared fuor supper it wgs the west of
tue lower bowel and the meat below the enus (isotung) which
»us to be esten dy old men and old women. They cookec beefl
steuks at the cuttle krasl, they were esten by aen only.

Boys ate "muisadiso®. xotsedisd is the s.all stonsch and
the hcart. They cooked them at the cattle krasl, end invited
boys fro: other krasls to come snd share it together. The
bowel was food for women only. After the men had eaten the
beef stesks, they said:

"%e rejoice they are not onrs fathers, lat them die in large
nimbers, those thet belong to the fathers of so and so™,

The men of the village said: "We can rejoice they are not

ours, 1t Is nice when dead, when alive it is sour".
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