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Tne tribal totem of the Batlhako ia the Alephant, They
are the Matebels who stayed behind when Moselekatse was one
his way to Bnlnayd but some of them are not Kstebele and
we do not know how it came about that they should take
the elephant of the Matebele as their totem. It may bde
sean that during the wars of Moselekatse ga he went along
soms of the people turned back when thay were in the territory
of the Bamangwato and the DBakwona, On their return, they
cam® with some of the people of the Bamangwato, the
Bephuting, The Batlhako honour the slephant beacause it
is their totem, They nsither touch it, nor est its flesh,
The slephant is the totem of the chief's family, and all
the neople honour it., They are known as the Batlhako,
their totem is the slephant although in fact i1t is not
their totem. The psople belong to the chief and that is
why they adopt that totem knowing very well what they are
and what their real totem is, - When a person regards &
certain snimal as his totem, he may not touch it with his
hands. The moment he does 80 his body decomes frayed, that
is the akin of his body falls off, which nseessitstes his
being doctored, #nilst a osrtain boy of the Baphuti tribe
was out hunting, his dogs killed & duiker and he bhandled
it in ignorsnce of the consequencss thereof, and he took
1¢ homs with him, On his arrival st home the people saw
him and t0ld him that that animsl wes one that they neither
touch nor est, They thereupon callsd other people to teke
it sway. On getting up the next morning the boy found that

RM/ his skin had bzooms frayed from the face to the hands and
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including his stomach. A doctor was sonasulted in order to
come and give him medicine, it took a long time to get
him right, 80 long o time that the people no longer kney
what could be done about him.

Two boys of the Barokologedi tribs ate a porcupine and
they died, Nobody knew what the cause of their deatn was.
It was after they had consulted a dootor that they lknew that
they had saten a yumuping which is thedr totem, But although
peoplae ’mny pot bave the asme totem, they intermarry, they
intermingle with out fear. They aven slesp together without

| anything to itop then. ‘l‘nty svsn aat togethner without any
fear of each other, |

Tbi Barokologadi teke the porsunine as their totem,

- they coms from the Mapels terrirory dut I do not know whether
or not their totem was the porcupine when they laft that
t:rritai'y. Pamine brought them over hers they are exilqs.

A man namd Modidi was the firat to come the others followed
him, On his arrival hers, he used to pxt preise himself by
saying. "They say come Ramolekans and' let us go, the flat
glittering stons is in the Jouth, the anceators have died
without knowing it, they gﬁ it aftear the villagea had been
dispsrsed by famine, Ms@ Moasldi the black one of Xgeodi.”
The totem of the Baphuting 1s the duiker, they oome from the
Bamangwato territory. They came with some of the Batlhaks
who hed besn captured by the Mstedels of Mosslekatse, some
cams on the ground that they wers after the cattle which the
Batlhako drove sway from the Bakwens territory. .A vory

well known man was Hankgate thelr subechief, When he praised
himself he ueed to say "Ahes Bangosto, g nke ks bons Masaroa
atla & rosle d:ltihnko s koanyakoanya, tsatsl 1l¢ 4i onaleng
ba tla tihipha, ba $1s #haile ba tla tscane le nna wpogodu

os pela® - |

All the people however, intermarried and lived together
withcut any feer of esch other, They ate and drank together
with no trouble in their midst, After their entry hers they
414 not go back to their sountry, that of the Bemangwato.

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018



$ 293 K32/ 13 3 X

They have asome to settle and they are just Batlhako and they
do not 4resm of going baek to the Bemangwato territory.

Rantana,
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