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{?9 1= | t)l Wwe have neilther fought any war in our village nor

- gone to war, The ware we h ve ereen are thore of the

Bakgatla when they fou,ht with the Roerr, But after the
Anglo-Boer war, Chiéf Moetlo and the people of hir father
who had fled to the couniry of the Bakoena returned. On
hies return, he separated with hie younger brother Lekoakoa.
Hir younger orother remainea at bedutlene, Chief Moetlo
rent an army to go and kill hire younger brother l.ekoakoa
and to canture hie cat le, when the army reached hie
olace, it pecame afrald of him. 1he warrlore rald that
he wae the chief's ron, who ir it thet will kill hinm,
they eald. when Lekoaskoa reallred what they did, he
reroved to the village of Metlhako with Chief Tapoen.
kven here at thie villepe of the “atlhako peovle no etone
wall wae bullt round it aer other people do. ihe people
are not taught warfare, they are only taught pesace.

ihey hasve no guarde Lo guard the village. Lvery
nale pereson if a guard ovecsuse no nerron can come to the
village uvideer he 1e reported. kvery vereon who comer in
murt be recorted ro th=t the people rhould know him and
veriders that, he murt po anu etay at the k,otla where the
men woulu be able to ree him, and where he muet tell them.
where he comee from, and what he wante. It war for this
rearon th=st the neople did not worry. ihey uid not hsve
many trovbles uo to the time the Bakgetla fought with the
Loere. It wae then thet we had trouble, the Bakpyatla
etealing the cattle of tre bLoere. The Bakgstle were
recklere with the rtock they reared. Thore they had,
did not get £0 earily into thelr hande, they acted ro ar
to caure a lot of dirfturbancer. 1he Bakgatla did not

fence round thelr villagee, They Juet bullt them ana
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left them open. They hsa no suarde Lo wetch hortile
armiees that come inlo thelr villager.

They aleo Go af we are aoing, that 1r Lo ray that
when a iraveller cémes, he goer to the kpotla ro that the
veoonle should know ;here he ir polng to, where he conres
from, what he wante and what tribe he pelon; s to. All the
people muel eee him at the kgotla, he irf given food there
anu he alro eleepe tLhere, The fence of the Bakgatla ie
the Mesdlkoe river, thut ie Lo eay when they had crorfed 1t,
they had no more fesr. If they crose to trif rice of it,
they do not uvelieve that they are eafe until they croees
over Lo thelr eride again. Even when they were fighting
with the Boere, 1f they heoa taken their crtile acrore the
Madikoe river, they knew that it wae the end of them,
whatever the boere did, tLhey coulu never et them back.
When the hak,aﬁla Tfought with the 'oere, they did not
fight with arregaie, they réubht vith gune, 1 do not

know where they got them, 1 Jurt raw thei: w.th them,
L. L., Troenyane,

The bakgatla: Wwhen they rtarted, they fought with
the'chlef of Phsrlane anu captured hie enttle, he war
afraid of them and ran away to the noﬁntalnp. When we
stole thelr catitle, 1 raw a nan running awsy with a go=at
which he wer carry.ng, He clirbeu uv the mountain with
v, when I arked him what he wse aolny with 1t{, he eaid,
"Mokgatla was a rfeed”. Chief Ramokoka even wenti to
Makopy€ who war the herd of the roere, L0 ark hle aselrlance.
We then geve hir the remainuer, we had alresdy eaten rort
of them. From here we g0t into the Boer ware, when they
began to fipht with the knglirh oeople. The Bakgatla

of Moruleng thyn fled to Motrhoul to:Chief Lentroe, but
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othere reuélned behind anu did not go. The Bskgatls
at Moterhodl began to renu forth an army to go and caoture
the cattle of the Boere, anu af the Brkgatla who canpe
from thie rlae «new where the catile were, they captured
a lot of them. when the Boere bec'm avesre of them
later, they rent an srmy after tihen, the army of the
Boere came and pltched their camp at the Maulkoe river
in order Lo ftop the Bsky«tla from croeseing over from the
other side. When they were there, Paul kruger rent a
seppage to Chief fechele that they ehould meet the next
day. Chief techele fired from a cettle kraal and Paul
aruger fired from the onen air and vhile they were firing
at each other, rechele'r people loading hie gune for him,
Sechele rhot tre finger of Paul Kruger off. Then Paul
Kruger ran away back to the csmn at the river. While
the Boers were at the river, they rent a mensage that food
and more men to be sent to them to help them againest the
Bakgatla. The Boers dld not like to helo, but other
offered themrelver ani theere were called volunteere, There
endered arrietance hbut the Bakgatla wived them out. when
Chief Lenteoe sent hire Army out, he placed it under Eeg=nle
and Ramono anu he rald, "lhere are the neale, g0 with them
and do not make them a play thing".

we want along until we crorseed the Madlkoe river, we
paerced the Boere at their cam» and we cantured the cattle
at Moreteletei (Holfontein). After we got home, a
mereage came from .oruleng to the effect that food in
wagone was being brought for the Roere. mhen we hesrd
that, the army wae eent out under the leaderehlp of Segale
and Ramono. We proceeded until we crorred the Madlkoe.
The Boers had not yet heasrd of ue. After we gol to Kaee
(Kay =e put).we distributed ilhe army, the Makuka went

to one side, Majejele to one side ana the Mafatroana to
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wagons to come along. Whilet we were sittling, we raw
the doctor of the Boere in front of the wagonrf, he being
in a carriage of four mules, 1t came along and then
outspanned where we were, After outevnanning, that 1ie
himeelf and two Bakgatla boye, a man fired a gunshot and
killed the doctor and the carriage wae concealed. Whilet
ve were waltling, we rfaw two Boere on horfeback coming
along. When they arrived there, a man fhot down the one
horee. 1he Boers were taken by eurprire, The rider of
the dead horee ran back on foot, the other one vho wss
gtill on hls horee rode away to the csamo to inform the
otheres that the wagone had been caotured. The Makuka
regiment then followed the wagoge and when they got up
to them, the Foers who were doriving them left the wagone
Aand ran away. The Makuka killed rome of them and crntured
the wapone. They vent to look for a enct where the
wagone could croee the river, when the l:oere came along,
they were very furioue,. They found the Eakgstla on each
rlae ot the road. They came galloping on horeeback and
Tound themeelves in between, While they were running
ahout, they raw a man eftanaing vp sanu when they stopved.
The Bakyg tle fired at the enme time #nd kllled thelr
horees moet frightfully. Then ﬁhey went to their ownere
anda those whoee horser were not killed fled as faet ae
they could fo thet they were not even able Lo look back.
After we attcked them, they fled and then ve went
to capture thelr w-gone. We overtook them bhefore they
crorfed the Madikoe rlver. They were unable to crose,
fp0 we ~ut up for the night near Mathobudukoane. We had
bread and jam for eupver so that the next morning there
wag nothing left of them, At runrire, the wagonrs croecsed

the river. The oeople went back to the hattle to wipe out
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all the Boere in the camo. When we arrived there, we found
not a eingle man there, it waeg dererted. ¥e returned

home. On arrival, Chief Lenteoe was plearced and he

rald, "Segmle and Hamoho, you sre men of men if you have

been able to capture the wagone of Commandant Paul Kruger.

eacd of e wWip.
Tsoenyane
Mokae
begale )
) Chiefs dmong other leadere,
Ramono )

At the end of the war HMokae wag se¢nt to 8t. Helena
hecaure he thought he wae clever. For that rearon Chief
Lentroe removed him from home becauwse he found it urelers
to keep him there when he wae giving trouble,.

Theee are the membere of the royal family:

Tshomankane

Kgamanyane

Lenteoe

Ramono
gong

T ahomankane Ditlhake
Kgamanyane

Kgamanyane

(

(

(

2 Lentsoe
{ Ramono & Troenyane
(

Moksae Moseleksatre

when the war was over, the people of Moruleng returned
hone. l.enteoe then inrtalled his younger brother Ramono
to become chief at Moruleng., when Mokae returned, he
heerd that Ramono war golng to be the Chief. He then
hastened to see Mokopye the Commandant of the Boere and
he told him that he (Mokae) waes the chlef of the Bakgatla
of Moruleng. vhen Ramonc went to Makopy& the Boer

Commandant to tell him that it was he who wag sent by
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Lenteoce to be the chlef here, Makony? told him that the
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chlef wae _.0Okse, Ramono wars astonished and he reiurned

to hie elaer brother Lentroe to tell him what lMokae hed done.
iLenteoe sgent out an army to caviure okae, when it

reached rlorulien, there was no batile as Lentroe h=d

thought. Mokae wes taken to Chief Lentroe who gent him

to &t. Helena. It war then thst Rariono began to rule at
doruleng. Ditlheke beceme chlef under Hamono at Leee-

tlheng, bul the renlor wse RHamono.
Motlé.

Cniclge Shielde 2re thingr which we coviea from the
Matebele of Moeselekatre, we 0ld not know them. kven
after we had reen them hsving there chieldr, ve did not
‘uee them, we got afraild of them ecause in fact we were
not people who were flghting. what we hnc were arsregalr,
each perron had his own, That 1r to ray each man found
hirs own arregni. The wsre of the Bskgatls which 1
witneesred, were foupht by regimente, ae 1 have mentioned
above. vomen dia not fight, they were not helped to

run away, they saw to il themeelver, kven during the
Anglo-Boer war, they vere atl home, they did not hlde
themeelvees, they were juri by-pagered and nohody killed
theh. Our people did not even knor th-t war was avalting
them they did not know 1it. All that they knew was famine,
1t was fanine that scattered them hlther and thithei and
not war.
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