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Tollo Rankgete
Amo ce Modisandikhu
uodisagggkhu lMokgosi
lantholoane Amo ce
Rasatons Meshnck

ilen, Modisaadikhu was & typlcsl Notlheoko whose totem was the
elephnnt. He becnme a councillor after the first members
wero tsken out, iie 1s of roysl blood by birth, e is 8
member of the counclil and a headmun in his section of the
trive, He is & patient mar who is lowved verylmueh by all
the people of the villasge, young end old. He is 8130 s leader
in the DPutch Reformed Church, he does nat deem himselfl a
headman or a councillor, He has hils sbode in the.vicinity
of Lenyenang, in the iillagp of the Batlhako, near Lebessne,
He wes appointed as co'neillor by the chief and he knew his
Job perfactly well,

Tollo is one of the sldest men of the council., Whon
the other men were dismis.ed, he remnined. He msrried thc
chief's sister. Ila is a man whom the chicf hns rrest confldercs
in. Iif snything 1s done without the knowledps of the chief,
he informs the chief 1in the secrat. Lvon if the people tell
him something, he will ro to inform the chiof what is going
on., One dsy the former mombors ol the counclil were bribed
by another nan in order that thoy should represent him in
his cuse, Tollo toid the chicf what the members of the
eouncll had dona,

iiegdmen. Mokgosi is the headmen of the Magodielo village.
His totem is a 85g, it wos through his father that he got the
headmanship. His father wes 'asimolle, During the Boer wars
his fathor's leg was cut off., Then his fether suked him to
sct for him at the kgotla of the Megodlelo sectlion and that
of the Chief. His father Masimolle died on the 5th Decomber

RY/
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1939,  liokgosi was & very slow man, He was also 'slow of gpeach,
People complained ver; much sbout him, tho:- sasid that he nade
them work hard, £-r the Chief, That is to say if there wsas
work, his section was the one which worked hsrdest. All the
sections of the tribe did no longer plough for the Chief but
his section was still ploughing for the Chief, The chief is fond
of Mokgosi becmuse he obeys him, but the people do not like
him. They are Just percervering bocauss they have no one else
to put in his place, if the chief knew what was i~ the
people's heoarts Mokposli could hnve been reroved from the
héadmanship. " They say he is a bad speaksr, he is slow and
when he 4ses somwthing, ho takes a long time. The people
of his section haie e tremendous unlify, no one ls obstirste,
when they do a thing, they do 1t with one accord with none »f
them dissenting.

Rankgste is the headman of the Leems section, he is also
a slow person but his people have n compiaini against hin,
They put up with him slthough he is nlow, The totem of
the Leema cection is a llon., But Rankgnte their headmsn 1s
not living in the.r village, His krazl 1is some distanrnce away
from them, He baecome hoadman by beirg chosen by his people,
It was their desire that he should be their leader., The
chief also likes him because he ls 1iked by his ﬁecple and
that is why ths chief 15 fond of hinm, Rankrate is not a
wealthy man, he has only sufficient to live uﬁbn. Hé is
not ‘a man who likes to smass weelth. He hsd cattle at the
cattle=poat and he allowsd them to remain there until some
of them went astray. No one went in soarch of them and
up to now he has not gone out'to lonk for them, He has Just n
few now, only s suffient number, If he wns &8 coreful person,
he should hsve gqulte a number »fx cattle., Wwhen his head of
cattle goes adtrqy. he d&cs not worry about looi:ing for it,
If 4t does not come xx bock, he just lets go. It can go
wherevsr it 1.kes he does not look for it, That is why
people somatimcs say that he does not care for richec.
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He is content with whet he haa, he does not want much.

Chlef Molopyane is a tender-hearted chlef, he does not
worry the people, .hen he bacame a chlef, he found his fsther
very rich. He had amssszed the riches of the esuntry., He
squandered it as if he was not going to live long on esrth,

He is a chief who does not vex people he is pleesed with the
way hls people work with him, Ewen 1f they greet him they arc
not frightened, ‘hen théy greet him, they just say ™Motlhako"
or "Tlou® with their hats off end not with e ¢lapping of their
hands »r dowing, If one telks to him, one must mention the
neme Motlhako. If a person speaks at the kg-tla, he must
mention the name Motlhako and Batlhako, Molopyone is 8o good
that his f00d is cooked by his wife, He eats even in the
village 1f he enters a coertain house and is offaered food,
He does not refuse food, lle eats alone, he dﬁes,noi aat with
other men out »f the seme d4ish, He has no peonle to guard
him even if ho walks about the village, He just wolks about
alone, 3ometimes when hs lis walking about the village and
sees another man, then he may walk along with him, If he dses
not come across snyone he walks alone unt.il he meets one
who can welk along with hims Thet is to say he is a chief
who does not want to worry his people, He wants every wmen
to go sbout as he pleases,
Chief's famlily and relatives.
iives Children

Chief's family: 1, Nkgong Molotsl

Moganetsi

Jeama

Mokgatle

Rakoko

Mthana

2. Nteka
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Chief's Relatives /<3 2/ 13
Mabe Hampa
Tunagole Kekpophu
Matlonkobana
Modiseadikhu
sefatlhos

The totem of the chief's femily is the elsprent., They are

not residing in one kreael, 0" Coy ’bo here, others there

all over the villege. They do not help each othar as a rule
but you £ind some helping their elder brothers. The ch.ef
does not care. lie dses his own work himself. u& hes no
cnttle, His younger brothers own cattle, they take care of
them, A person who has interect in the chief ic Modisaadikhu,.
He is ths one who still helps the chief, I don't know whether
it is because he ls & member of thes council. That might be
the resson for his helping the chief, Tumaghle is not in-
good terms with the ch.ef, He wes 8 member of the council

in whom the chief had confidence but on sacount of doing wrong
things he was dismissed from the kgotla, Tumogole ond
Jafetlhoe were the people who conducted circumsisions, the

lands for ploughing were also given to the people by Tumagole
and Tollo, Now they are given to tho people by Tollo and
Modisaadlikhu., They are‘the people who allpcate the fialds.
They delegote hendmen for this and now they are the ones who
glve people lands when thoy request them, They do not bdlp
the ohief in roverning the village. All they do is to

attend the kgotle es members of the Council otherwise they
4o not help tue e¢hief, The chief is assicted by councillors
and hesdren, They are the people on whom the chiaf relies,
They are the people with whom he works everywhere. If the
chief is asgking for something, he speaks with them firat
before he speaks with the tribe. If he has agresd with

them, they will be his helpers when he speeks with the tribe.
They press that the chief should be helped and the tribe will
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then understand that che chief should really be helped, if
the chief wishes to speak or‘to have certain work done, he
hes nothing to do with thelir family, he gsttles the matter
with the memboers of the council and the headmen., He is
not concerned with informing his younger brothers, They
got to know at the same time as the tribe what be wishea to
do or intends doing in the village,

The Chief'c wives,
Chief's household: 1. Nkgong 2. I'teks.

The chief has two wiwves. Kkgong is the wifo whom h.s
father morried for him, 7The bdogsdi was paid for him by his
father, ‘dhe is fron the'ramily of Rasgpe she 13 the mother of
the people. I'teka is the second wife. The chief msrried
thlis one for himself no one sought her for him, The chief's
wives have no authority over the people., That is to say they
connot send people without the chief's intructions. Their
huts are not adjecent to each other, They ere built by the
tribe. Jecondly the chief's wives have no servants to work
for them, They work for ttemselves even in the lands, The
chisf's food 1s cooked by them, and nst dy other people. If
the chief goss to the one 'lepa' he eata there, if he goes to
the othaer he sats there too, Among the councillors tos, thore
is not a single one who helps the wives of the chiof, They
collect firewood for themselves., 4t 13 only when one man
sympathiges with them that he can go to oolloct'rirawood for

them” The chlef has nothing to Go with them, he maintains

thet the people are his father's, he has no right to worry
them. His wives mugi work for themselves and feel the
hardship also. His father's people als»y fael the harda-ip.
The chief's wives greet each otter just like eny othor
woman gr-ets another, They do not gquarrel. They pass
thelr time togoether and you cannot £ind them quarrelling.

They are happy wit: cach oter wherever they meat, The
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smaller wife knows that the principsl wife i3 the mothsr of the
pecple, It is from hor house thet the ch.ef will b8 born., Their
children also live with their rot:ers if they aro not yet married.
Two children of the princinsl wife arc maorried, they live in
thelr own houses and have left thoir mother's house. The child
of the smagller wife is married snd she 11va? in her own house,
she no longsr lives with her mother. Thore are no peonle

who live et t @ chief's place to do work there. You will

not oftén £ind psople at the ohief's home except when he has

had beer made for tmm efter they heve done some work for

him, It is then that you may find many peorle there,

T™he children of the chief live with their mothers. They
heve no guards to guard them, The  live in the wvillage and
play with other children, The other children are not afraid
of them, \When people ses, them they respect tnem becauge
the;s sre the chief's children., hon they greet ttem they gay
(Ngosna os tlou = Child of the elephant) at the timo when
thelir father still had cattle, they were herdboye of their
fether's cattle, ’'ow they have gr-wn up but they arc not
forced to go to the kgotla, thoy just go whon they wish,
when they have cases agairst them, they are punished at the
kgotle, When they were herd boys, and ¢t 6y allowed cattle
to go astroy, they were throshed by t!elr fethor or by a man
who' want to the cattle-post and found that fhey had sllowed
cetts to go astray, At the kg-otle, it is their father who
tries their cases, Thoy are not allowed to send& people on
errands, They father Aoces not allow them to do so. They sre
not chiefs, there is only one chief and it is himgself. They are
nét sant by the people. They are sent by their father and
their mothers only Just as anybody would send his or her
children, Thé‘chief'a éhildren are not allowsd to worry
peorle when they go sbout the country or villege. They must
not go about the saying that they aro the chief's children

and must therefore be served. Iif they are orn a Journey, they
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¢orry their own blankets, not ons will carry them for them,
it is every one for himself. The people have nothing to do
with them,

ii i0 1 T8 ch.e

A chief is not apnointed he is born a chiaf, A headman
is anpointed by the chief or by the people, T™e chief 1ia
born a chief, if 8 chiof morries, the wife who is going to
bring forth ore who is to be the chief ls sought by huigs
father, Iif hip father dies firat bbfore he has sought a wife
for the son, the son's paternel uncles sesk the wife for him,
who haes to bring forth the chief, The wife must be the
daughter of his matercal or paternsl uncle. ometimes she
may be the daugrter of enother chief, The chief's wives whom
he merries on his own, are just the chief's wives, tuéir children
are the children of the chief's place, none of them can be
made a ehisf, Thoy are the ch.ef's sons and thot is all,
it is from the ehildren of the wife who is the mother of the
trive that a on;ef is born, the f.irst éon is the chief, Even
if girls can be born first the boy thay comes next is the
chief, the people know him to be the chief also. He is not
appointed, he is well known, because that wife was sought
fr fhc purposs of bringing forth one who is to be the ch._ef,

8 The children of the other wives cennot become chiefa, thay
know too that the cﬁ;aftainehip is not the.rs but their
position is congidered when timre is work to be done , they
1§ad ;lao because the.r are the chief's children, .f there is
no child of this wife in the sge-group, the ¢ . ild nf these other
wives muat ‘lead the group. He is their head but he csannot
become a chief, ™e children nf the principal wife, who are
the real chiefs, do not deapisex the children of the other
wives, All they know is that they are the children »f their
father, they raspesct them and they do not worry them., ihen
s chief comes tobe installed, this ceremony taes place after
the desth of h.s father., He cann~t beco & 2 chief before the
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death »f his father. He cannot even control the people

-as he plesses, If the son of a8 chief is a c¢rinple, he hecomes

Anstalled as chief, but if he is blind a ' § desf, he is never

installed, because he csnnot carry on in hermony with the
people. After the death of hig fathesr, his yourger brothers
go to assist until they inform the tribe that the chief is
doad and his son wi 1 teke his ploce. He has not been installed
as chief, but he is fulfilling the duties of n chiof, he

has not put on the chief's robe (ths leopord ckin).  Thare
shall be a Qday when he ghall wear it. .hen he is irstalled
in the place of'his father, the people are called togother
and informed, When he is to be donned with the leoperd

skin also, they arc sgsin called togoether aso ¢t at thay

should know all the conditions upon which the new chief is to
carry on his wri, 7hen they go to bury his father the son
of t e ch.ef is called and shown how his X fat.er ls interred.
The chief is buried in the cattle krasl, lie must be one yeor
ir earth after bBuriel bofore his son is robed with t:e leopard
skin, but his is ruling the people a’l the time, The peopls
and other chiefs are invited on the day of the robirg. One
chief is sppointed for the purpose of robing the'chLer.

when the pOOple_nsva come together, The appointed chief then
comes slong carrying the leopardx skin, its eolours turnod
outside, and he t sn donsz him. When he has donned him, he
will 88y, ™Miere is xm our leonsrd, ho is the o-6 who is me our
chief, Rain!" The pecpla'say *Rain®, He é[nin aa& "Rain
and the npeople again asy "Rgin". Hle then =aays to the chief
which is being robed, "This village ié Jour father's, and do
not make the poeople a play thing, hold the ghidld firm", The
pooﬁle will then disperce and return to tmir homes. They
then know who 1s the chief, ihen a chief diss, leaving

his childrenlst*ll mgx minors, his brother rules, until these
children have grown up. Thoey will then assume their rights
acc rding to the order of teir seniority. lihen the chief‘a
brather rules, he has full suthority Juot like a chief, no
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one can disobey his order. While he is ruling, ho krows
that the chiottéinship 1s not his ard his children will

not gatlit. The ch.ef who 1s actirg fLor the chlld of his
elder brother, should resncct this c¢hild. le knows that thigs
child is the chlef, bé is mcrely acting.’ Thet iz why he
should raspact the child, its younger brother and the.r mother.
The child who 43 to be the chief lives in the village, in

his motser's house, no one worries him, Nobody teaches him
his duties, he remalns at homs unt.l he takes up the chief-
tainship, Then he learns his duties from the members of the
council, They say to him, in this 6sse you have to do this
and in that this., Jomething that causes the greatost trouble
with theee scting chiefs, is that they afterwsnrds fight with
the chisf, After the installation of the new chief, his
uncle starts to fight with tho child of his alder brother,

If he givas a lot of trouble, he must be killed. le is killed
in this way. Peaople go out on a hunting expedition, He

goas with them also., Wwhen they reach the veld one men strikes
him with a stick and that ls the end of him, Tey bury him
thefo «n the veld, «hen they got home they Just pay they

do not krow where he has gone to, and that would be tho end.
They have given him up for dead.

Death or Devogition of o Chief.

When a chief dies, the people are informed that the
chief is desd, lhen he is buried also people are %told to
go to his funeral. But he is not buried wisre the otter
people are bdburied, He is buried in the cattle kroal of
thex chief's place, That means tiBt he should bhless this
cattle kraal.and his krasl, After the ctuef's death the
buriad doeé not teke place immediantely, Two or thrae daya
are allowad to pass before he is taken to his grave, After
his burisl the people arc celled together agsin to bé informed
of the chief that is to rule temporopily until thomourting
poriod expires. E;un if it is the ch.of'g yo.nger brother
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they will be told sbout him and that "8 ghall in the meantime
look after the wvillage until the chief is installed who ia
the son of the chuef, A chief is never driver away slthough
he does things which the people do not like, They Just led
alone, Chief isang ruled the peopls with the rod, people
wore very much afraid of him, iActuaily the oh;eftainsnip was
not his, he was acting for the child of his eldar brother,

He persecuted the people very much but he was not driven
away untlil the son of his elder brot'er‘t§ok up the chief-
tainship. Then the people began to live in peace, “ven 1if
a chief becomes s drunkard of w stever description, he 1is
not driven away if he does not die, He is born a chief

and his neéonle may only be said to be unlucky with their
chief if he 1s like that,

Frivileges, The chief hao groat powers by which hs carries

on his work, if he wants the people to work for him, he

makes an announcerant that the people should cowe to !ﬂP?.

No one oan oppocse him, During the time of chief 'oetlo,

the people 4id his private work, They ploughed the lands

for him. le had a field r?r his wifo snd snother one for the
Kgotle whose corn was controlled by him only end which the wife
had no say in, Ile hod mede a law for the people when they
wei.t away to the Huro-eans to work, to the effect that on their
return they atiould pay sn smount -f gbout one pound, If they
had gone to work in order to be m pald with cattle, thelir
first calves were his, The women only brewed beer. Bat

he 4id not arink, If it was brought to the kgotls, only the
people drank, Today Chief & lolopyﬁne has done away with all
these things . Psople no lonpge® go awsy for years, and

they no longer brew bser nor 4o the go to the lands to plough.
Psople have settled down and they no longer bother thameslves
sbout ploughing lends for the chilef but the levy is being peid,
and ss for the fines at tit® krotla, soms are the chief's those in
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the way of money. Cattle are esten by all, even by people

who have come to expose their articles for sale, They give
the ohief an article so that he may allow them to sell, The
payments for circumeision ceremonies are elso his. 1f there
are boys from other villages, they pay with cattle., That

is %o say esch one pays one heed of cattle to the chief., These
gifts which a given out are cslled the ch.ef's grertings and

if it is your first time to see him you must give out something
8s a present, After that, you ¢an now g> to him and have

e oonvercation with him,

If the ohief has work to be done for example ploughing,
an elarm 1s givon in the following words "Lerasheng Xoa
bo na nne", People will then know whers to go. .f it is
any other work, the will go to the kgotle where they wi.l be

told what kind of work they sre to do.. The work that is
done mostly for t:e ch.ief is p.oughing and waeding, Fo
other work is done for him, oome people alsc are the herd
boys of his cattle, Jome herd them et the chief's cattle
post, others have been given csttle ard the mix them withr their
so as td herd them together, Those who herd the cattle at
the chief's eottle post, take turns with others, They herd
f-r a fow years and then they becoms repleced by ot .ers.
These thing were done by chief Moetlo. This chief, Molopyane
has now nothing to 4o with them, He has not folowed them

up a?d néthing is being done,

Chief'y eattle. Chief Molopyare has no cattle he has
not evean one, Chief Moetlo had cattle whose number could
frighten the people. Chief Mostlo collected t'e cnttls
in this way. i/hen he has had a group »f young men
circuncised, all th se who hove boeen circumcised go to
work f-r cattle, On their ret.rn, the first calvos of

those cattie are his. .hen they are grown up he takes t'em
away. .hen a mon is fined two head of csttle ot the kgotla,
he tekes one and has the other ons clsughterad for the people

at ¢t e kgotla, His csttle were very well known., .ome of
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them were glven to psople to terd. After hig desth, his

son N-lopyane squandered ard zcettered them so that not a
single one wns left behind, Those that were kept by the neople
he took all away untll there was nothing lert of them,

c ' jen 3 Chief Noetlo had five gardens, and all
of them were ploughed by the psople ace réing to tipr vorlous
sections, They were not at the same place, one here and the
other there. The fifth gsrden was his own, ho contr>lled the
kaffir corn that were reaped from it. His wife hed no asay
in that kaffir corn., if = person 3tarved, he would go to his
ch.6f and tell him that he had no more food., A petty chief
would then go to the chief to report this man, his subject
who is sterving, The chief will give him keffir corn, but
this man must pay a beast if he has none he must pay back with
kaffir corn aftor he has reaped his garden, The chief's
gardens are ver  large, larger than those of all tae other
people,. They are known ag “Masotla®, “liatsoeta", the gsrdens
that belong to the chief's plsce are ploughed by peopls of the
various sections of the tribe, The petty ch.ef of each section
knows his gerden, his people plough and weed it and finelly
they take the kaffir corn to the chief., They are not forced
to plough if first they can plough 1t when they like, the ssme
with weeding, The kaffir corn lg taken to the chlef's place
it 1s stored there, The kaffir corn is used by tre chuef's
family. .hen peorle astarve they go to the chief'a place to
duy keffir corn, Tho people are given kaffir corn which
cone from the chief's gerden., His wife has nothing to do
with i1t., It is the chief's corn, he is ¢t € only one who has
control over it. But Chioef M-lopyare dnes not make use of
these privileges, He has nothl g to do with the peonle who
are starving, they havs to see their way out on their own.

He gives them no help., if his wives plough negl.gently
here and thers, he does not takas the trouble to help them,
Oono gerden of his is still ploughed, it is thet of the

principal wife, The chief has no garden that is his own. There
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are gardens £or his wives orly, they plough them carelesasly.

279

The C ' Everything that belorgs to the
chief is for hies maintennnce snd thet of his femily. Le dea
not give anybody anything which belon;s to his family, thirgs
liko cottle, xaffir corn and so on., But during the time of
Chief Moetlo hes (Mnetlo) 414 not use to give the nesople hia
things but he 4id in & way. if there was meat, and a men
harpened to pass by, he called him and give him a whole hind
leg or a pot full of beer. As he gave the npeople in thia

14 wvay tne people enjoyed the chief's gemdrosity. He 4.4 n-t
g4V8 away kaff.r corr excent to peonle who were starvirg but

hat he 4id rnot give for nothirg, they bought it.or ret.rned it

later. if he eft h.g cattle with otuor people to look
after them, th~so people helped themselves with the mest of
these cattle. They worked with them and ate the milk from
them. Today there 18 nothing which the peonle get from chief
Molopyane he has no keff.r ocorn with which to help the psople
he has no food to give t e people too. He is a chief who feeds
his own stomach, he tskes nothing to anvbody and he keeps
nothing, He looks sfter himself and his femily, he taxes
no cere of his neople, whether they src in trouble or not,
he does not worry., When his fatheyr died many of his cattle
were loft with the people besides th-gze that were at the
cattle posts, He (I01010p§ana) has nothing that the people
heve kept fem for him, not even a goat or o fowl,

Chief ag Aduindotrator, The chief has all the power in
the village, There is nothing he may say thet can be cortro=-
dlcted by the members of the council, if he presses e thing,
they keep guiet and 4o not argue with him, ‘Yhatever he wishes
to do ha 4068 no one can onpose him. All the laws must be
obeysd, No ons should break them.

The laws are 1. The law of ploughing

2. The law ~f reaping
3. The law of cutting grass
L. The lsw of csatrating cattle

’ 5. The low of sllowing cattle to est meallie stalks
R/ 6. The law of felling trees etc,
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Fo one should bresk anyone of these lswa. One who dcas

g0 deserves punishment. - The chief muast continuslly se~d out

| people all over the country to look out for those who do not
keep the law, If one is found out; he is takon'to the kgotls,
There are people sometimes who do things without obesrving
the law. DBefore they s found out nothing happens but when
the are caught, they heve to sxpress gsorrow for their
breaking the law, There are things which gb wrong in t'e
villege, some are unknown to the chie ard others come to his
knowledgs but he doss not worry until they are brought befors

him, If is then that he may dssl with them or put a end to
then,

The Chicof o3 Judre, ‘

T chief mekes it his duty to see w ether he headmen
try cases properly or not. 4if a person's ceass has not been
tried properiy and he makss no complaeint, the chief does
not say snything in the matter. That is to say thst the
person who is occused do®s not comrlain, he 1ls satiasfied.
The chief hap nothirg to do with ceses tried by the headmen,
The chiéf is concerned with ceses tr.ed by him, if he wents
to tskex somsthing from thaﬁ he does so. The chiaf sees
to it that the people do not asct Just as they pleasss, ihile
'ha is in the villegs, he must continuglly send people round
ard round and all over tho country to watch the peonle who
break the law, or who molest others., If the datect them,
their duty 1o to bring them to the chief, snd the chief
will see & w.st to do with t em. Thesoe men are sent
by the ohief secre®dy so thet tho pQOpia should hsve no
guspicion that they are se-t by t e chief, You will notice
them only when they say to you, "On a cortsin Jdoy you must
go to the court (kgotla) in connsction with what you have
done, 1f you do nhm comply with thelir ordors, you will find
yourself in the veld, 1if you have to be cnlled s second tims,
the chief will mnke out a case sgeinst you for which the fine

is a beast.
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Actiunl cagea,  Megapsne was once caught having allowed
his cattle to eat mealle stalks beiore g public announcement
by the chief was made, When the men who were szent by the
chiaf to arrest thée people who sllow their conttle to grame in
menlie stalks told him to appear at the kgotls, ‘sgsnane
falled to comply. The chlef sgain sent a man to go snd coll

16 him, When he came, the chief told him that he was at fault
becsuse hs had not come when he was told to 4o so by the
people whom he (the chief) had sent. That mosnt that he
desplsed him becauss if he 414 not despice him, he would
have come when ordered to 4o so in the first instence, They
had been sent by me, the chief said. For that, the chief
impoasd s fine of three goats. Por allowing cattle to
grasze in the mealie stalks before the chief's public announce-
ment, he was made to pay & beast, The chief t-ok the thuree
goats for himself, and hs sleughtored the heast for the people
who ate it at the kgotls, The people grumbled and said that
it was not falr for the chiof to ss~d people to go about
arresting then in the veld, The chief told them that they
knew the laws snd that they should ablde by them, Iif you do
not want to get into trouble, keep the lows. The people
couplained gréatly but that did not help them, the chief said
w.at [ have snid ls law and i cannot withdraw my worda.

will listen to no o-e, if i say people must observa the law,
they must do so, dismiss and go howe,

The Chief and military gvstem, The chicf does not train
soldiers, but they have regiments, timse regimants are the
poldiers. When wer is imminent, an alarm is soundsd ard the
regimants go out to battle, The heads or the commanders of
these regiments are the sons of the chlef or those who belong
to the royal femily.

Aotupl Case, Chief Jechele once sent out enae army to go
ond s capture ¢t e cattle of the Batlhako people, i/hen the ormy
crossed ¢t e Madikoe river, they met a men of the Batlhako tribe
whoss name was Motlhatlhedi, They went bsck with him, and when

4374 they got near the villege Motlhatlhedi told them where the cattle
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were and said that they should remain there until after
nightfell, They arrived there at sbout sunset, MN-otlhatlhedi
ran round the veld onllecting firew o8. hile they were

still under tho impression that Motlhatlhedi wes collecting
wood they discovered that he was nowhere to be seen, They
called out all over the place and asked where Motlhatlhedli wes
but he was nowhere to be seen. They then started off and ran
awey es fast as they could towards the.r hore, As they ren,
you could only hear the pattering of tmeir fect, none looking
at the other. They ran as fast as they could, their intention
being to be scross the Madikoe river by sm sunriae, and so tmat
if you see the.ir track, you may f£ind thet it ls 8 trsck of the
day bofore yeostenrday, Bven if you desired to follow them,
you would sooh give up in finding that they are alresdy a long
distaros away, When Motlhatlhedl left them, he ran ao fast ac
to be gble tc 1let the cattle of his family out and to drive them
homs., Wwhen he got home, he told the chief that the Bakoena
were thers, having come to capture his cattle, The chisf gave
an alarm and called up all the men to assemble at the kgotla,
when they hed assenbled, chief Moetlo divided thom into
regiments, ordering one to go this way end t.® ot er that way
and so on. He told them not to sreak loudlr or fight until

‘the sun rose. The chief ingpanned his horse cart ard went

round to inform all the Dutch fammeras who were his neighbours
to come to his assistance, @When the Dutch peopls hesrd that
the Bskoena had come to capture canttle, tay came out immedistely
but wren they resached the plsces where the Bakoena ware said

to heve been, they found nothing, They followed their track
and when they came to the river, they found that the Bakoena
had orossed it and had dissppeared and threre was not s algn

of them, The Iutch people csmeé back disappointed, The people
of the chief thanked Motlhatlhedi and salid that he was a man
indeed for managing to escape. hen Motlhatlhedi told them
how be had escaped, thsy lsughed notwithstanding th&t they were
pleased with the manner in which he hsd helred ¢'sm, The
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Duteh people @lao t.enked the chkiof for having given them the

alarm,

During his ohieftainship, Chief Mostlo used to cause the
rain to fall, &het he did was to sand out unmarried men and
women before the time for ploughing and when the winter is

over, to go and peg hia lend, They nad to go before tay had
any food and comnlete the job as per orders from the ohief,
On their return they were given medicine mixed with water
wash themsolves with, After that they ¢onld then go to eat
food, From tat time the chief remoined at the kgotls end
d4id not go ebout the country until the people ata the first
fruits of the sesson, Then he could go wherevor he wished.
That is to say that, as long as he was at the kgotla, I8 prayed
for raein s5 that it should rein very much, During hlis time,
there was much rain, people never had e scercity of rain,
Hé never cured disemses, éach person hed to see his own way
out, The chief himselif went out to get a doctor during
illness, he could not cure himssif,

END 52735
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