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lD tbe OOUDtl'J' Ot ....... ap1le, Mo~ Ke IP.,lle li4GMto' t a 

ceRtain ua wboae Dadll •• R..ral.M11 Motlbabaae and 11Mae t.r11Jal tot• 

•• a du1ker, acoomp~1ed b7 ••••losane Jawftan. aleo oae whoae tribal 

to'&• •• • 4a1ker1 ttw aoa t4 llosep1 X..bane, a-.1 aNed with 

...... 1., .. , • lion. .. .. it 0 ... oat or the on•• or ..... boleo, 

1t •• ~&Utloaa '-tlld it ober&ed an4 :D4~uled tbe toot ot Raad'alad1. He 

p1eroeG 1t. With • bortteO apear aDt1 it died. Tbe7 out ott lta '•.U 
and tbe7 Jlet&aned bo.ne. ltllllraled1 na aUpport.l!ai blllaeu- with an 

ol1Ye tree 1'041. 

'IM1a ,.._,. ... ,. approeains the Ylllae;e, the •aa pierced tbe , .. _. 

wlt.b hla .... r. TlMJ' p~~aaeeG wltb tbell' 8pe••• oDe •• bea.rd to 

••7• "0... and ... , 'be lteaat 1a di'IICillC a 8hiel4l Y .. , 'uuptpl' 18 

1Da1de, oome aad ••• tbe 11•• eatllll a per_... lt •• da.1na tM 

eh1ef'\e1neH o-r ••leballl. Sbe otrered •• ox to be alaasbtered ror "• 

braYe ••• 1n tbe pl'a1aea tbat •re auaa-1 tbe1Jt .-a WU'e MDtJoned. 

A 11086 or triUIIpb •• at tbe ••tina plaoe or \be oh1et' and b1a 

people. filmeD lltroqtat a..er dC1 lt •• oonaiiHCl. 1'M ltoa• • akin 

••• .,ftt~t aad lutadet to the ob1~ta1neaa ...... lt 1a M"re&' wra 

b7 "'e ooraoa people. 

aa.raledl ta the :ta,ber or MNaaelr.dOle, aa:Dk.spa and .R.-otawl ot 

Motbat.eae. Aftu a 11 ttl• cUe, aa1 1e and :.a\l!led1 ae\ out. 'l'beJ 

nl'e tbe aooa o~ u .-:wn troaa Makgwne, wboae tribal tot• •• a du11tel'. 

Aa tbQ were oont1nu1n~.: tbeil' btmt, the7 a- .orosa a lion 1a the 

Oi~Yea. Wben it t:'Ot up, and oharjed Sed1e tbe older, oaugbt 1t b7 

the ... , tlut llon broke b1a let't IIJ'tl• H1a brother seeh•edl atood 

-aok and wtobec2 and nearl7 raa •11117 bat aa1d, "Oan I reall7 leaYe 

rq ald• b.rotbar 1a tbe luroh 11b1le be 1a belal k.Uled b7 • w1ld 

~•••''" He cot near 1\ 8Dd a\abbed lt w1tb aa •••ea•1• Tbe lion 

aauled b.ila ou the 'blsb but be klllecJ 1t. H1a elder broth• alao 

eMaped 4eatb and tbe7 Mt out oa tbeil' 3DurnQ' boue tull or eoua. 

ifbq bad 1\a tall w1 t1l tta. •• proor. Wile tbq wre IIPPJ'O•obin& 

the Ylllaae, a rua eotmded \be alar. and aa14, •Alae: _. out aDd 
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aee a wild beast 4raca1Dg a shield, 'kakap1p1' 11 inside". 

The warriors who had killed men in battles, pranced w1 th their 

aaaeaaia, piercing the ground with thea. A black ox waa alaughtered 

at the chiet• s Meting place and meat was consumect. '1he horn wa1 

sounded. People went there. 1'he wives of men who on previous 

occaaicna killed elephanta and beasts of prq, wore '!he 87e ot the 'Pou' 

CD their necks. 1'be 8J'e ot the • Pou 1 was made of beads. It was 

wom by llmathoboro kruping wbose tribal totem is a duiker and 

llllantumo •tateng whose tribal totem is also a duiker, and 1111athaba. 

Another sana ot the warriors among the people ot Mtatlha laila 

:runs thus a •cruc1f7 the 11011 you men, the wild beast, this wild beast 

was •t ovemS.ght, crucify the head ot the UOilt the wild beast. 

At Phalane, a man of the Jltatlha people whoae name wae Rankapa 

Seem1ae and wboae tribal totem waa a 11ca., once went out on a hunting 

expedition and met a liCll'l. lit killed it. ~ his wq back to the 

villa,., he saw another 11on qain and shot it wlth his gun. !ben as 

be entered the village , he praised hiuelt and said, "Ramokolop1 ot 

the III8I1J' ch1et1 has rescued the people down there, down there where the 

people d t tm.der the shadow ot the millet". Be 88111 pra1HI, aticldng 

his assegain in the ground, singing at the same time the war s011g 

1q1Dg, "Come and ••, the wild beast is dragcinl the IMI.t". One said, 

•BM kakapipi • 110 teng manong wee, maaka a 3a motho. Abee·ahee 

kakap1p1 e mo tang"• 

!he son of Jla1la shot an ax, the Mn consumed the Mat and started 

the song. Ch1etta1nesa llllal.ebud1 cave him the skin ot a jackal. The 

~ who have ld.lled people 1n battles or who have killed wild animals, 

are allowed to stick their aaaeaais 1n the ground when they are prancing. 

It an ordtnar.y man who has never killed a wild beast or a person in 

battle, sticks his asaegain in the ground, he 1a taken to the chiet'a 

place. !he chief will give jUd{ ment that he be fined a beut. 

It 1a aa1d that hunters carried charms for wild animals, Jltolo 

Kakcwane and COIIpaDJ' WhO la "" dead. Be said that the;y nre never 

bunted without charma. It one hunted without chewing roota, Ofte would 

never return home. 
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"When the Mt'atlha tribe lived at lla3-.z11t there was a man by 

the nane of Ramolebe Jlolete whose tribal totem was a duiker. Ill waa 

the ld.ller ot rhinoceroses among the people ot his tribeJ bl ld.lled 

a rhinoceros just like a person killing a towl. ~· dq when he went 

out, he told his wife that he would not return from the hunt, he got 

that feeling. When he got to the veld, hie doge aroused a rhinoceros, 

it was ferocious. It pierced the dog so that its bowela tell on a 

tree ( 'mogw111r1') tree. When he attacked, the rhinoceros bec&IDB 

clever tor him, 1 t gored hi a stomach and the hom went through hi a 

spine, It lifted b1m up while he stabbed it with a spear on the side. 

it dropped dOW». and d1e4. Ramolebe lq on his stomach on the ground. 

His dog ran home and on reachin1 there it beat the stump ot a tree. 

1'be man then left following it to where ita master lq. It is 

said that on the spot where 1 t gored h1m, one could sq that a beast 

had been slaughtered. lit sent tor his wife and children. When 

the7 urived, he gave them orders about hie cattle and then died. 

1'h1s account is given bf Jlolete a grandchild who• tribal totea is 

a duiker and wm lives at Wumbeths, When be had gone out to hunt, 

at the time the sun hung over the munta1na, he c .. home having 

ld.lled an animal. 

!he dogs of tho• ancient timts were doctored with charms, when 

an accident occurred to their omera, the7 Wlnt to bark at the ch1et• a 

place ot •eting to 1ntorm the people. 

Witchcraft And Disease. 

····-----···-------------·-
b cattle of the Lebotlwane area •re being collected at 

Rtseemoya. Jlad1 llawa the wife ot Chief llqagola was there and she 

requested that one ot them should be slaughtered. 1'b1s 11 done ao 

that the cattle should bleed to avoid constipation among the ldebele 

people. She lived at the miDI ot !au lawa the son of Phut1. The 

beast was al.aughtered and consumed, the •n sang a song ot 307• At 

this ver:r teaat, there was one Rosina Moleele, the wife of Jlp1ta1 

whose tribal totem was a duiker. She took a k14nq that had been 
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cooW azac! 1n wbich abe bad a4Jd.n1atend w1tohcrattC7 bT llix2na 1t 

wl'h a hoa. 1M ane 1t to llonbud1 lkcU to co and hand 1t cwea­

to llac!1 to eat. 

Short~ after •d1 bad ••'- 1t lo.tthinc ohoked be:r 1n the 

thJtoat so that ahe could bas-~ breathe. ._ 1-41atelJ' went ho.e 

dck. When llorelmcH. ltac11 of the lttOU)) which cona1ata ot the chief' • 

paternal uncle a, •a liYen the kidDer, be did not mow that 111 tcbcre.nc.r 

had been adlllrdate"d 1,n 1 t. Be took 1 t and -.nt to plaoe 1 t before 

tM ldebele 111te, the woaan took 1t and ate it all up. !he boa 

bellowed 1D the cheat and lt did it 1ncreaa1n~ • When she t1n11he4 

eat iDa, •o.th1Jlc set 'lied in her throat. h old WOMD ot the Ma1la 

,reap' cot into d1tt1cul t1••. Sbe told her 80ft !au that abe ate • 

k14nq at tM tea at and 1 t cot stuck 1n her throat. The kidDe,. •• 

&1•• to her b,- JIOrebutU ltad1. .,,.bud! •• then called and 

que1tioned. Be ..S.d 1 "l wa1 give a cooked kidnq ad nnt with it 

bT Bodna lfolMle a woman who• tribal totea waa a du1ker and who 11••• 

at X.botlwa:ne, the wlte of lp1ta1 Jloleele1 tlboae tribal totea ia alao 

a duiar and who ree1dea at Lebotlwane. 

Roa1na na then called and told that the k1dn417 abe had at•en 

to Morebud1 to hand oval' to the old wo~ Mad1 has •de bel' dok and 

abe belchea like a troa. Tbe w1te ot Moleele becaa to ..a 1nconl1a­

tent atate•nts and laid, .. I den't Jmow what I •• doilla bJ" bew1tch1Dc 

the child ot 111r elder liatu". !be people said 1 "Uftdo the 111 tcbcrattcy 

J'OU hne a41dn1atered ca. her". SM aaid that abe d14 not know hOW to 

anma1 it. She cUct not know what to do. She kept an blldinl lla41 8M 

t•llnl her about. Anu ahe had thu1 treated her the dck per1on 

bee- better. Pr• that da;r, .. 41 developed tood potaont.na. Wben 

lt attacked bar, there waa a aound such ••• •owu-owaa•. Up to the 

tl• ot her death at Lebotlwane, that aOUDd could 1t111 be heard. It 

11 aaid Ulat abe adlld.ntste1'8d the part ot the head under the ch!ft, ot 

the troa. The t8111.1J' ot ilp1 ta1 llolMle aDd that ot lkd1 or the lobe a 

who died at Lebotlw.u and the t..S.~ ot lpebane at the .lltatlha'• area, 

are tlw taadU•• which are teared by the people. 

lll'l CIIM occaa1CD when S.leke Wiodl.:>la, a ••ber ot the lltatlha tribe 

whoM tribal totea ... a porcupine, went to cut thom '-amea tor •ktna 
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a bedp, t. •• cbaaed by a mab. Bl ran until he reached home • 

the maa at1ll ohaliq hi•· His grandfather Xcarata1 struck 1 t w1 th 

a atlck aDd Jd.lled 1t. 1'h11 happened at JlothabatH. Ramotokwane 

llolete tbl ctootor, •• 1\lmmoned. Bl threw h11 divillina bcmea and 

told them that tb!a make waa act by the patemal uncle ot Seleke, 

be was d1aput1na tbe cattle or their father. Bl add that he had 

bMD ctve ml.7 a tew. 'fbi doctor told thea that he could work the 

w1 teheran back to 1 te omer 1 but they did not allow him 8871nc that 

he would do 1t aaatn. 

AD old woman by the n.- ot -.mleana ~bane at one time 

when lbe waa 101n& throuch an entrance ot the JUd ot Jlmatlou the 

w1te or Ch1et Raabele Jawa who llYed at Lebotlnne, aat down, 

part1alJT l11'ted her dr•••• and relltmtd natUN juat at the entrance • 

._Uou repri11011&1d her and aa1d, "''ou juat have to re~~CWe that ttl Ul 

ot )'aura•. Mntamoleana then add, "Diar •L I •• preaHdt rt1l' 

ato.aoh makea • run." She then re.,.od the •••• 

h old man Kobe ltac11 wboM tribal tota 11 a duiker, ot the 

'Letu-&1 JlepMDt, wben the tribe 11Yed at Potwanenc, went ott to 

10 and bn1 toh at Yolete • 1 hom. • the child ot Jlolebe whoae tr1 bal 

tot .. 11 a dular md who waa tbe ,.ounger brother ot S.leka. Uolete • 1 

hODae had two doora. When the wlaard arr1Yed, he Jmockect at the door 

on the cne aide. Jlolete aot up and went out by the other door, be 

cbaMd h1• and .truck b1a an the hip 3 oint w1 th a at1okl be beat him 

oa the le1a •• well. Be wanted to beat bt• to death but hia w1te 

S.Jiine <•nba) retuMd 1 lhl pa~bed hla by the hand md stopped hla. 

WbeD Jtobe tt. wiaud len there, he went to 11• da.m 011 the path to 

rub hirDHlt. 

A •aaa belondnl to a.ca1e Mata1ec ca• aloq 1 he waa go1ng 

ear]7 1D tM .om1n1 to W,.l•trooa. Wbtm the 1dsard aaw the wacon, be 

Ol'nled to tbe ... a. ot the !bathe river. At about dawa, the wiAl'd 

.Urred up a whirlwind, bo went into it and S.t ztalftd duet aa 1t waa 

ao1Jac in the c!1recUoo ot hi a ho•. wt.n t._ wb1rlw1nd approached 

Kobe' a home, Ch1et ..,qola aaw him ~WIIpinl 1n cwor the hedge. Kobe 

bee- "17 111, he even died drqa1111 h1a l•c• al.Cill (crawllnl)• 
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!he ttrat reat.nt &JII"Cll the lltatlha tribe 11 tht llanMt 1t 

11 tollowed b,- llaaaca and Jlalekana or Mqata, •• the lltatlha people 

ten 1 t. !hen co•• the Jla41npana and tbe llatlhwaD.a, the Jlan&ana, 

the Jlakoba and the •tlakarla. ihese are the rec1-.nta ot the olden 

t1•• when the koodoo horn uMd to be aounded. n. Mqqa 1a 

JIM.kokem the grandllother ot Daaetere Makakeba whoH tribal totea 

is a bor• and who lives at D1ntah1' a and ._thet1 of Jlaa1b1. 1'he7 

were t~ Maaqa reg1•nt at lltaUha' a uea • 

1'he Jladinpana 1a Rakobe Jtad1 llbo be&Ot Xo'be ltadl the Letlakana 

1'811•nt who• tribal totem 1a a du1ker and who died at Lebotl wane 

1D the country ot the Mtatlha people md Xota %Iiane, the7 were the 

Madingwana nc1mant. 

'D1e •tlhwana 11 lloloka Makakeba 11hose tribal totem 11 a hor• 1 

who becot RacU.pbala Vakakaba 11ho 11Yaa at Raaeccme' a, it 11 

......,aila llaruping the father ot Phenyane and Kota who• tribal tote• 

1a the dulbr, it 1a Ra,.,.ata1 lbtlhabane, Jb:rola Jan, Jlqan lawa 

whose tribal totem 1a the t1u1ker and who went to Jlalete when the tribe 

re.,yed trom the Eaaph-d1 munta1na at the salt ot the Ktatlha 

people. 

llengana 1a the red.Mnt ot Babob:>ai lawa whoaa tribal totem 1a 

a du1ker and who d1e4 at !a1d1 tame. Jlatlakaa.a 11 the NC1Mnt ot 

Chief lbcqola whoH t:r1bal totea 11 a duiDI' and ~be ltadi whose 

tribal totem 1a alao a dular. 

At Jlo•ka tbe nctmen'• who lmdel"WtDt the r1tea of c1numc1a1on 

wre tile Jlqqa, •dinpana cd llalekane. .t.t ._.tapUw CD. the 

JalUftta1na ot Jtcaph-cU 'he •tllnrma and the M.qana wra c1rcumc1•4• 

At Kpadiberls the7 aeatMred abroad md sot to the country ot Ch1et 

llotHliDitla the paternal uncle ot •wbe the Ch1tit ot the Bapad1ba. 

Hen, the •uak:ana me! the Jlakoba went thJ'ou1h the 1n1Uat1on cere­

Ja'llea. Tbl llakoba and Jlatlakan.a are a nal•nt. Ch1et »ot•Jcetla 

received llalla•a tribe hoapitably. at their arr1Yalt Ch1e1" Jllalebwtt 

offered a black ox, c1Y1ng areetinga to the chief ot tbl Bapadiba. 

Cb1et Mot•atla bl ... lt received tbtm with 301' and , ..... them the 

ploulhlDc 1ardena which belonp4 to tbe BapacU.ba who broa ott wlth 
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Chief *th1be who went to Boped1land on account of the dispute over 

their ch1ettainah1p. 

Row on hie retum from .Boped1land 1 he tound that the Mtatlha 

people bad been given plouah1ng prdena and that they had sown kaf'tir 

corn and 1 t had alreaey sprung up. When the katt1r corn of the 

Baphuthing produced heads, Ch1et llath1be on paaaing by these ttelda, 

cut ott the ears ot t~ corn or the Ktatlha people and the.y suffered 

trom ta.ad.ne as a result. lben the position "mained like this for 

two year a, they removed to Kpruletlha Katatse 1n the country ot 

Setlhako. 

Initiation ceremonies at Maila'e were stopped b,y Chief ~aasola 

and Cbiet Jlotlhela at -Tsi41 taane. l'hose are the chiefs ot the lltatlha 

tribe who went to tetch Rever&Dd Zakarta aam..u trom P1eterabur& br 

waccn. On their •81 trOJD P1eterabura, their oxen died at Sebediela. 

Servants were sent to Ta1d1tsane to fetch the oxen. 

~ doctor for 1n1t1at1on caremon1ee and battle• waa Makelepe 

Molete whose tribal totem was a du1latr, who died at Tsiditsane. Be 

was the doctor ot the utatlha tribe who came trom Selek.a1 a country. 

Doctor Kakelepe died onlY ot old ace. Doctor Makelepe was a 

relmowned doc tor amna the Ktatlha and Seleka tribe a. Where be had 

doctored wlth his md1c1nea, no doctor could undo what he bound. When 

a diaea• •• going 'o break out he toretold lt. 

At XcuJuletlhake Matatsa Mlar1a rner broke out, 1 t ca. trom 

Bopediland. !he ato:ry ia told by 1tbatlokwena who w1 tnasaed 1 t w1 th 

her own eyes. llakelepa foretold 1t. Then he took hla whisk aada ot 

the balr ot the tail of the harte bee at, he went round. alone the 

boundaries of the village and warded ott the dia•••• It ia said 

that when he had atre• the weapons or the Jltatlha people 111 th w1 tch­

cratt •d1c1nea, the ••••cat• or the enemies never pierced the •n 

1n battle J 1 t 1a sa1d that th97 just alipped ott trom the men. 

When c1rcumc1s1on waa stopped at ftd1taane, it waa attar tbl 

1n1 t1at1an ce1'8ftk>ft7 ot the MatlaJcana or Jlaleta-kgoai l'ep-.nt. Wben 

c1rcumc1s1on ended, zakar1a Rassu started the Dlltch Betormed Church, 

he al80 opened. a school and the old man beaan to leam. To this d.BJ' 

the people ~ Jltatlha are still taupt by him. 
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At tt. ot~ldcm Mbool, tha - at ~••D w" tauch' a 

lap.qe ...... - the crdlaaJ7 ,...... !1117 "" taucbt u. an 
ot tllbtlq 111 Ua ••toke Ill l:latU. 1 ~.-lae U. 1-.u... ot tM t44 

.a, ... t-cbt1 at U. •tbocl ot ll'tiq dur1D& tbe tl•• ot 

P"•~ .t they alee ~UDitd M eat PUI -.d •at • 
a.. 

Ia _. ot their 1n1UaUon aonce, \b87 ..,, "'oa tblre --Dl 

Ull mmtq ,,_.. ua appeaNd, d•• • tbe '"koootw-• (pr1Yate 

a. l~D&UP ot tt. etreu.latan acboo1 1 aoa 

WOUld -., "!lie .,_ ta 1Ddde, the oo.Sq mc:e. 2M honea ue 1D 

u. meat, u. ard.Ml 11 tbe.N. !M ~acU111 wuUDc u. ..... 
en ..,.. • ..,. tor ., 1 .. tbl:ra-r • tMDJt \be ~aa.e., tr a 

,. .... wu lll aDd 11 DOW reeowi'1Jac. "Pat 1n a little a\one.._•• 

•ttu tbl d!1.DJd.at oalab•u•b"• !bl death ot ..... -•"be 
utual ••Ulf 1M ,_801l ot bl11•4~••J!ea __ .. pei'IIOft l~ed 

"' ....,. • •• a dtpbota"te ,._ •• tl7' • •ae ..... 4Sraao" 11 to 

oba•·· aao iUFa .. ,. a..,, •• a patla" ••• not •o pt a:rtblDc· 
"Go Dt .. _,1_ lea DUba• il to tell tbe tft" llrle~ • 
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THE MOVEMENT OF THE MFATLHA TRIBE OF £ILA. 

Messina (Bonyai) 

The war w1 th the Manyai , they were helping lk>kwena. 

lfgwapa (motmtain) War with t&ongato. The Kt'atlha c1: Seleka tribes. 

Moseka (river) War with the Bakgatla of Lentswe. 

Mmaketapilwe (Ntsosolo mountain) 

Kgapha-Jladi (Mountains of Altatlha tribe). 

Bokwenaa Lepale, Chief. 

Phalenea liokopanea .llusuko (mountain) War with Baped1 ot 'l'hulare. 

Tsiditsane. Matatse (Xguruletlhake) Yoletlane; They scattered 
through lnmger. 

Jlabula 

lftswana-le-metsing 

Lebotlwane 

Wara Jloselo (Mountain) llatsutsa divided. A Letsutsa w:>man advised 
the Chief War of the woman. 

at the Bagwadubas 

Pretoria 

Free state 

they besieged 1 ts mountains. 

Kraal (motse) They distinguished themselves with the duiker 

Basotholand: Jlotlhasedi died 

Phutigatsana river. 

Zululand before Tshaka1 s reign. 

When they left, their totem was an elephant, The Ndabele of Uatlha. 

Port Klizabeth. Their progress wasstopped by the sea Indian Ocean. 

Cape. Mazwe and his elder brother. Dispute amongst them. On 

account ot choice or circumcision, Mazwe was dissatisfied he broke 

away w1 th tribe, went in diraction of Natal. Be had already married 

a Letsutsa and Mosotho. Mazwe the child of Kqunda. 
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