
,fo 

.,ccoraint. to tlle law O! lonb ,,go, u yo·mg 1n.;n old not 

jnat :narry .Jnyone, he .l~trt·lcu the child ' \sla .. aothc..r' ~::~ yo mbll' 

sister. 

k.ra-1" • 

. ~hen Lhe .... .tut.lbt. tribe 11V(:u (it. :ralu.t. a • • • c .. ;.·l.;tin .... n 

According to >.JOtho cu atom, at ::.tapcla' a uf the 1f'utlha 

tribe, ant~ among tne 8ak.gatla tribe of' ::..;k ~)u, 1 ~· a erson di~ 

not marr7 a t;or.um in h 1s paternal mclc' s .t"am ily, he hud to 

marry his ottn cotJe1n jtJet aa another aaan did, ·"hose t1•ibal 

tote::t w~:~a an elar,o anu who Y~as under the ahie:ftalnshlp of 

.·.l111ti1>el t1 Who .•at•r leu his co·Jaln the chilu of' his rnate1•nal 

uncle. 

At :.·:rutlba' e, a young .uan Wtt..;_ lnstrncteu to ,su !inu 

propose mttrr1ac:;e to the Cl1ilo of hi& pt.at: l'tl..al 1111nt; it ··~S 

sa 1cJ th~t that .. as tht l'ic...ht person to b~. h in wife. 

1nurrlec.l wae ueuuoeu ':.Jy tmot.tu:£" J'.JLtnc . .~ ... n, h~ oeu;..;eo to be hc1· 

been aeduoca by a youOci. •aan. . hey de :•tmu a be~ at ~no u calf 

befort.! :.he ",nattau1" so that if the yo•Jni~ ,an uoea not murry 

the girl, they h;;.~ve not.hing to do tfith nlm a~e1n(; t.hat he 

bas palo 8 beast for dumaa--es. nut if' the ";nugadl" have 

al1·e~uy bc.;en puid, even if t.h~ ~1rl bec01nea scuuced by bim, 

the youn.; .1an psya no flll'ther da:aac;ea. .~ccord 1ng to :.lotho 

custom when he nus pwiu 'magadi'' it 1G :f1n1sb::..u, tl•t: t;..id 'e 

\.0.: 
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pare ·1ts ulreauy k.now that bt is the lover of' the ,.;lrl. Jf 

after thio young ~1an ha& paid a beast for <.iamat;es, be again 

1rnpregne~tes the girl 1 he p~ys nothing rur t.hc::r c.accuruln~ to 

;.;iotho law which 1~ k.nown to all the Bauotho. 

~.;n the wedcJ1ng day, you v-111 :f"ino the olu rn, n un~ uld 

wo:aen ain~ing <lance tunes this 'lldJ, th-. Jullng .c n .t)Ou youtltJ 

girls dancing that way. 

Tbt: 11· o~noe tune.:.~ t!O thiu ~y: 

w tt: .pt ste .. ;pc a o ape l'e n~luoi 'I 

vne that is S'ltlt;;; by boya unu t..1rls ia: 

"Ga ~trnat B\iale, ga m:at~towale 

Ga :mnatawale byal wa bo redilc ". 

(At rn.y cnother-1n-law' 8 the beez• is :f'inisheu). 

Another one: "Oo lelle, go lelle, go lelle, t:,o lelle." 

~ " : Serontafole se tshwana le ..;ofis 

~erontu~ole se tsbwana le uO:f'ia le ~ofie. 

Another one1 "_ij~.tek.i :.4d~attabu, ga e e~;~ le .lillek.i a':.a"'abe~ k.e 

.;rneki ~atllila." 

Anothe1• one: '!Ko k.o k.o bul~·~e aenriclele." 

Anoth<.:r one: (Ngwetsi utlwa m~to•a~~lt·, ~:J.et; 1 utltra raato•~le). 

(J.,an,;httr-iu-law, obey .totlr .10ttscr-in-l~\l) 

J\OOthe.r one: 'Bo-m:ae lc bo-... ~.;~ru 11•cl.,.ue .. l\u·t:na ~ooi $cj lona e 

;~e tl~h' 

{~!othcra an-.; fathcro oeJ·Ve the <:hie:r ;our ulilet' 

is coulinu). 

Another one: •. Ionyau1 thuntsh·a ulthole 

.101\Y&Ui thuntshs uithole 

,.iO - iye, t;;o lcoi, ~o - 1yee go le<li 

uo lc<li go -- 1yee. 

Another one says: {t»enaolcle, senaolele, scnaolelc oe budule, 

<.to led1 aenaolcle aenuolele se bth.iule J • 
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Another one says: (Joo -- joo rothwane e 1eb1le lapen~ 

La bo - kgsrebe; Joo - joo rot.hWt~de ~ 

Lebilc lapcn~ 1~ bo -- kgarebej. 

the young women beat larc.;e empty tins t;ith the: 1r h .nos, othet>G 

accompany them by the clapping o~ their banda. 
• Those sun~ by old men ant.. oJ.o ~o .. •en • You will hear th ... m 

eay1nti: ~Gipll<;, aph~ o b"nu ttC t.ah\-.er~CnL, k.;.. 1.::.1t.sc viat.la k.J 

:aoraLo) \ulvc ,.It, c;lve ·;~e, \.hut uo yuu st.~ ,,1e hav1c., .. -.hile I 

at~ holding .:l:J henoe beh 1no J:/ btiCk). 

3 

Another one: (:.tonare wee c..eK.bweng tlhakt~ le maripa le jelwe ke 

nare sekhweng goga -- gov 1 cog~ -- gogoo seKhweng) 

Another~· u.ne; ~Rama1lanc nto.ilolele nose, nose yc ytJ nto .1a ya 

nnonobetsa). 

A!futb.er cf1•ez ( .. ~elo oe mo ntlu~"': eeo, se matlho :11atula aelo se 

mo ntlung e so ae matlho mat ala). 

(Tbe1•e is a()(aetbln~ in our home 

There 1a aomcth1n~ 1n our ho~e 

lt bas blue ey. s) • 

Another one z .:.imataw~le •• .. ,o. ntlho1, 

ntlbo1 - ntlbo - ntlhoi - ntlho1 nt.lhoi 

ntlhoi - ntlho 1 ntllloi nt.ll10 - ntllloi. 

e k.ttre u llcng byalwen~ byalwene; 

tJyule - bJcJlCu~ byule IJyaleng, 

b~,: ule by~tleng bJa;;l<.: Ot! - byalencl, 

dintahe t~a .o fitlhl:i tlllogo 

tlho~o tlho -- tlhogo tlhogo tlho -- tlhoao 

tlhogo tlho -- tlhogo tlhob~ -- tllloLo• 

~m .. nt:It emung, emung e-cManu 

euwng e - enwng e'"18 erna. 

Another one says: (Jotecng wo re yangu wo reya ka tlhOtO ya 

roonyadi, lflOtoeng \•O rt: yang woo - woo re 
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(To th~;~t village t.o whicta we ~··e going we are 

going with the bride"rooon' s head). 

A notber one: (:-Arnawana ,,.. lela seweuiftdna wu lela 1het: 

motlbttleng •a baaet S(:;lna ihee). 

But t.h1o tune ca!!le tro.:t t.:mang•to long lont; acto• 

.-\11 tucsc ~:~une;;a are ut1ll armt~ by the uat:;:.tbet'G of the 

t'stlha tr 1be d,u•1 n~ weuui ngs, they K.now thcrn unt..i even the 

Bak.gatla o~ ,:'!maJ{SU a1net ao:;Je of them during weddings. 

Mow when a bride and brideeroom are eit~1ng do•m ano 

are given 1notruct1one, one person throws k.a~rir corn over 

them. The husband is given instructions ~:~nd the wlt'e is 

given 1natruct1ona to obey her hnaband, to cook rood for him 

and to do his wash1nL• The husband wlll be told, "You are 

a !!l&n tooay, you will diaooss yotJI' rnattere \iitb other men; 

look af'tc r your w1:te 1 be w t•tre wood for her 1 ano plough 

garoens t'or her. It' you are tired of this woman, do not 

kill her but bring her back to us". 

Now the fi ienos of' tht br 1tre anu bride groom \'till dive 

them gifts in f'owls, :noncy and crockery. 

Af'ter the v.edoing ttlc nusbs:!y \.ill. lea,•n to bull <A his 

bouse olone • nllCQ1'uin._:· t.o ltUW th~ mother•1n-le:11W SlaOIJlU 

reupect the l;uustt of il.el' ou!JgnteJ·-lu-law unt.1l &!lCh tlm~: as 

the oaubhtel·-1-:--J-latw sl;all have hud a cn1ld bo1·n to her. 

Aocoruint$ to the custo!tl of long tt60 1 men eDtabliahe<.l 

t'rienuehip, one :non said to the other, ''Your child will be 

married by mine". '.i'hese tYIO ·1en tht. n catne to dn agreement. 

The next daY the youJlcl man • s t'ather sent &Ulil8 people to ~o and 

knock at the door, t1~Y being accompanied by the eldeot or 
tbia man. 

~ben tbcy arrived at the girl's home they suiu, "llelp 

us to :fino our little dog." The rather o!' the ei.rl then 

C!llled the ,,ltiternal uncles of the girl to 1n1'ora them. 

WOM 
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The: tcirl' e people ,.ould then uriv,., tbem ane;rily awy, sa,vin._., 

"Oo a•aY we have not acen any little uog here, we httve no 

little dog here"• 

Now tnooe who hud bt!en sc nt. to propoe~ m~t'l'l•, .. -e t~ill 

return t.o t.hc1r hu·ac; tu tell tht! :fOilfiu tlli'.ill' a fattli. .. r t.bot t.r&e..y 

we,·e unable; to finu .. ttac: little dog. 

theJ'£ t~nu looi.<. for it. 

He ill rsay "lio r ir:;llt 

Aftt~r u littlt~ v.hil~ those \·,ho huo gone before go a~at1n to 

peraue their search. un their ar1•1vul, they repeat the stt .. ae 

words. 'J:'he girl's people drive them awa.v again u· they like. 

They go back again to tell the young man•a father that they 

cannot rind the girl. He will amn·.er anu say, "It is at 

that very place, look for the little do~"• 

Mot long af'ter that, tt.ley go agatn .. vn ,the thi.t-d 

occasion perhaps the; ~irl • s people do not acnd them angrlly 

away. The girl's f'ather now says "I mu not t11c only aunlt 

pc rson. ~;g away anu 1 shall in ~ h~ aeunt Lne call the .~rl' a 

people together". 

Now the :t"ath~r or the girl oalle her r:aate~·nal •melee 

together and they all uiacuss the .1st tc r. If tu;...y all a,_;rct:;, 

an olo woman is cullt:o, ehc; iu t:.ivcn tobucco to ,;t•in~ emc:l 

•hen ahe llaa oonc Lhut, ~,l,t; tJUto t.h .... un~1!'f into ~ sn•.J r box. 

~ht: '!lUSt be un olu \·.o;:lun v.t1o k.novd3 how : o tir1no it vet·y well. 

l'hen v,hcn the onut'f' huti btcn p1•epor-.1.1 a pe1•oon iB sent. t.o 

take it to the home of' the your.g mt~n, a .H:m cr • young man is 

sent with this enu~~ box to ~o and aak for tl~ 'lobola' cattle. 

Rhen the anuf't" box is brought to thf! .:fOilflt~ m"n' s home, his 

relatives are callecl to::etber to co::te and open 1t. 

his m~t~rnal uncles. 

They are 

Ilia mate" nal nncle will of''fer a beast f'or the opening ot' 

the snuN" box. At"ter it htts been opencu, they onuf't" 1 t un"' 

•:rter a while the 'n1agadi' for the bride wPe orlven to htH' 

parents!. horne. Perhaps e 1 ~ht he ..td of Ot4ttle. ACOOJ'«.l1ng t.o 

the cue tom o!' th~ olden ti::~~ o, t' 1t;Jht ;1~·n must (Jr1ve the::t &lOrt.l• 

,stJJI 
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.It' tbe oattle are t1ve tben 'five men ~:l)et drive tbeaa along. 

Tb1s state•.-1Cnt 1~ .. ·onr1r.-a~.. o by ,;jt kat 1 whoec tr1b3l totem 1 o a 

beaLt anu one ••ho .:id'fi this -1th hla ow:1 eye o. Theoe ::stn 

w1ll orive tbe outtle for the 'magu~i' to tb.e hc.o:Je or the 

t,;1rl. 

A yount: nan 11hoee toteln wtte a beast, o!'rcr: cs nine he au or 

cattle when be woe t:~urry1ng IJ girl 11hos... t.r1bol tote(."'l \·,e:~s sloo 

a beast here at ~ hoop. · .. ·be .1olup1c~1 people who~ tribal 

totem was a c.-oooo1le., aaiu, "No, let them br 1na another one. 

The yoflnt; mun whooe tribal totem was a be :Jtlt went to t"etcb 

another one to ;nake ten, an even nur.llber. ~ccoruing to ... otho 

ouatau1 if a person h~d driven out cattle in thut •.v, he was 

aa1o to have taken out the 'magadi' in the r1~ht way. 

Tbe people oi' mauu tmu tne r:uebele tribe or Maeebe 

otf'ered a anuf'~ box in this manner when t.tlt!¥ aslf.eu a t.omtJn ~or 

,.ben the Bakgatla tribe ot' :irneka'J lived .et >la.rule 

tllld a·t '•lhatltume, th_..y oleo cl1d the a 1 .e thine. Here also, 

wh(,;n a young :!J8n ot the :Uat5Ua eout.:ht ::~arr1ue with a d1rl or 

the Jola&>1s1 peo;•le, tobacco wae ground into anut'1" in a 

a1allar way. "~n toe oat tle ot' t•~c one mos~ t r ibol 

totem arr1vea &t t~£ v1:l~~e or ~olapie1, 1t was at1ll e~rly 

in the .:'JOrn1ne; .ntetlee were blo•n onu tbere were ahouto ot 

joy. .3ecr hod been u~de ot the hcoe of tbc c1rl • o p.,.rents 

aa ll!ell ao at the ho.oo of' tiw yountt awn' a purcnto. •~ben 

tbeue ten 'ma~ao1' cattle arrived, one woa aloaghte1•co orA. 

eaten. 

Long lung ago, v.ben th~ ~:fatlhCJ tribe woo at :~oaclta t:~~ 

the Jilat!lle were at Ntsoeole 'Mlcre they were ooperr.ateca by the 

Bopetla bolla - koma fl10Unta1n, during the Ob1e:fta1nsh1p Of 

Hobos! I the son or Ncnva, at the v 1llage ot ,.:at!ila, when the 

hc~amun ~• ~teomelo, they did not rear ca.t.le,· they iOt 

cattle wt.ioh C81:Je t'ro.a . ~mapela. They paid their •magadi' 

with boea of' the olden tl..JC:.: ~;hlch were knoan as '1.31tsbacl1be'. 
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An old TIOman :,rnaphatsans at' the :.aat~ila wt:oav t:·iblill 

totem was a orooo<llle ancl v.ho w~s r::tar•·ieu to t.tlc :!tath.!.a 

people aasurea ua thut 'ffhcn Lht.:Y l·iveo ut .~ost:i<.t.t, ;JI•t ~da 

mur.rieu: tu Afia.••ri ut t.lu.: Met.•nso hor 'r:1a._:aui' bclng Ua·~:c 

boc o Wllh lch -.z re bonn~] ·; ith the ~k.i nB of" ltoodooa. 

The ::uc ele tribe of' !.'utlh~ pu1u •m ... ~u•..il' ,.it,h t.hc 

hoes known aa 'u1tshad1be' in the olden tllilefl. .maphat:::aoa 

•at!ila who o1ed nettr .delabela (i~ar•Jbathsj even showed me th1u 

kind of' hoe l£etshuaibe) with which the 'maguui' -.:·r<.; puid 1n 

the olden t 1::l8s. 

The cu atom of the ancient tirnes is at 111 :tollofiCO by the 

Bakgatla o~ .:iaUUla. The 'maguui' cattl al'riveu very ettrly 

7 

in the .aornlng at the home of the daughter-in ... law and the people 

str:tck. the t;roun() •1tb their f'eet la s1~ o1· .!oy). '.l'he old 

men ~hose tribal tote .. t w.::s a beast stamped tht:i t:round with 

their :teet \'lben the cattle of' one wLoDt.. trib~l tul£-... y,ao a 

beuat arrived at tht; village ot" .:\lldplu1 at ~llokong (J.Je hoop) 

very early in the morn1nt,;. Attter some t1..e, sccorulng t.o the 

cuetorn or the olden t1•lli1 1 th:;:. younc , ... u• s t'dtht:.r calleu ~ 

f'rie nu o!' h 1e ~~•11u unY ot. nt him to t,;o ... no fc tch the oauchtEn·-

h1,n, "Oo ono retch t.hc \'.atcr calebdt.:h, th~ wi :·e 1::~ .;.,lo 

enough now". 

;\ccording to a1•c1cnt cuato .. k among the Btt-otho tribes 

here in the Transvaal, a wi:fe \~aa aelecteu while ehe ~as utlll 

in the skin won on the back by her not her ror carrying her • 

~he was selected by the pttrc nts of' the boy who betrotheo her 

by payin~ the '1nugao1'. lt thio chilo happened to c;Ue 

before tn•rriaL"C, the 'rnagud1' were returnca. "s the cuttle 

had previouslY been received by the girl's pel·~nto, to-ouy 

they have con1e to f'etch the 'llif'e. ·.those rho have ooute to f'e tch 

her will sit out aide on t · e l1• ar'' iv al :~nu there w1ll be uho'lts 

of joy tAnd people will go to :tel. t tll ... rsl .,n .... carry t l1C ir 

bag~~ge ror t .em. 
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;,ben those \ihO huve co:nc to 1"ct,:ll the cbug>l1.er-1n-law 

enter the house, a mat is spreaJ out !'or the ; ... no they sit vn 

it. Now u beast is :.;laughtered -.nu the ~neat covt~ a•1n..,; t. he 

riba belongs to the :rather-in-law or th: bride, wh~n th~y tiO 

away, they tak.c 11. ~;~long wit.h thc.:•i• 

for tllose • o r..-ve ou .e to f'c t-~h t.he bt·iuc unu 1t is sf! rve ,.,, 

wnilot. t.ht.y iarc sl\ tint~ CJn the 1at. ~'he one MJO ur lnt.s the 

t·ood t-111 "'~alk on tj£1• knees o Live them t.ht.: f,;oo. .llc.:n 

abe has pltJcco it .1n !'rent. ot· them, she tiill brc~;~k. the porridge 

lump anu eat a piece frorn the top, she will ulao, tatte aa7te of' 

the meat ano eat it. 4he inter..lCHJidr.Y t1nd the f-r1eno o~ tt~e 

bridegroom anu thoue accompany 1ng h 1m \llll all e~;~t. 

According to t .e la• of' the Ndebele tri11e or Lak.a asebe ~no 

of' tbe .Bakgatla tribe of ... ;:,akau, the SaGle th inu was aone. 

'i'he next uay porridge VJill be cooked and made into lu::tps •ith 

which the bride is to take with her, beer will ulso be <4toae 

{;lnd d1•unk with the ;youn~ rne:an' s people. 

~•hen t.hc briue w. nt to the yonnc; ~tan' a part nts' hvtc, 

accoruing to the custo·a or olo, ahc w .• a uc··~penicd by t:\)rncn 

and yo unc •WOmen. If in the course v -· the 1r ~o,H·ney, tile 

happened t.o coute t<.> a wat.er course unu the:: rluc ot~uu l.jtill, 

those who buu retcneu heJ.· ur the rienu "'h" v.aa ut:n~ \.f:\ t~tch 

tu:r, hii"' tQ t.ul-~.e out u &1•lll1nt,; or .ul't , t .~n tn~: bt·ide \~CJ lo 

proceea. 

The b1·1ue ~111 reuch hOJnc,the party br1n.>1n~ v.ith it the 

meat covering the ribs that belongs to the father-in-law or 
the briae, the t'at.her will t en call the bridegroo':t• ben 

he c.vmea along, he points the wife O!Jt to h i;a; he io al.:o 

eatlstieo ~-ith ber. In thte .tatter he was not allo\lCd to 

ar,;ua with his f'tJtht.: r. Tht: husbunu will no•~ 11 ve ~.ith his 

wife• At a certain tirM! the wife v.1ll return to the ho!!C of 

ner parcnto. \JD ner co;aing back again she will co;ae corr.ving 

a pot ot beer. 
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*-ben .. n ·1nterm;;;_(11ary buu t;one t.o fetch a br1Ue, after the 

mat •~s f'olueo amJ after 1:1eala, the bride oo . .te t'urt.h wearinu a 

dress atuoueo with beaus. ~o~he then ome ared the inter ;eu lary 

with rat all over hie boay while he ftas se~t ~. .:\:fter the 

snearin~, ahe wo•1ld then be given instruct iono su~h aa "vbcy 

your huebana". '!'hey also told th:. li1t..cr .euiur.J that, ".J.f' nc 

1a ti1·cu ot: this ~oi~n, b(.; ahuulu not K.ill her but bt·inti ller 

bsck to ua". 

lt' a h:m ~aurr 1cu t~;o or three 'Wive a, bt. t"il'ftt p~i<J 

'magadi' co:tpletely for the :first one, he :tarried her 

thereafter an\.1 bore children with her. Then he married 

the secona one. ·J.·be second w1:fe knew thut the f'lrst ~1f'e 

waa her senior and that it was her <luty to rc opect her. 

At'ter a t.ijue be coulo marry the third one. The t hirc.1 wife 

also k.new that ahe \\&8 the laot of" all the others in the Kl'a .... l 

of' her huabund. The one wtlOtn they were oornpelled to obey 

was the t'1rot t;i.fe \'VtlO was in fact th.e i.r :1&other. 

It they are the wives of' a ohicr, the rirot two art: the 

.aothers of' clllef'a in the kraal. lt it WHB th~ r1rat wire of 

the cbie:t, on her arrivttl at the chiefs' place, the t'ollo~ln~: 

morning !'ire will be f'ctohcd at the cl.ie:r' s plttoe by all th.c 

people because alle !a th.~ wif(.. \\bo is ~v1n,; to be,_;et a chief". 

According Lo tbe ~uetom of th~ oloen LLJCB 1 on her er~1v~l, 

all th~ fires arc cxtlnJuiohea. 

One chic!' in Jt.:ltk.l:il's ~rca .lUrl'i~o a wite o!' the Bak.wena 

tribe oi' .:atohip1, she wtt& his f'1I•st wire t1ho w .. s to beget a 

chier, b11t this, wi:f'e of' the Dek.wena tribe did not beer 

cbiluren. The chief then inspanned a rnulc wagon anu took her 

to the home of' her parents. 

According to <>otho custom ir o wo:norA uoes not llear 

ohiloren, she went to marry another wor~1an at the hoac of' 

her parents so that she could co:ne ana bear ch1la1·en f'or her. 

ller husbanu uid not object bcca,Jae they f'irst. uiactJs[jecJ the; 

matter anu ca. 1e to an agrce:ncnt. 
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who 1.:. married by the chler• a wife arrtv~~a •. hen this woman 

at ho:.te 1 beer is matre and ·~onaur:.ed. 

~.11 the goooa o~ the husband will belon,: to th1.. ehlldren o:· 

the wotDall who 1 s marr ic d by the w 1f, • 1'\ !n..Jt. t..: r lli<.e thls 

once bappenecJ u.~ong the people ,;;nuk.uu ~cl!oru1n~ to t.ht· 

teat illOll.Y ot ~ w.u a;.w of t.he '"·•t~ llae whoa" tL·ibul t.ote:iJ was 

• beest. 

at.ay. 

;,hen .., \TO ·aan alo not bear ohil.J.ren, ane 11~e not o1·1ven 

Tbls wo u:m Ytaa alloweo to go ano marry another woman at 

her pe-oples' home. ...ihe paid nothing f'or marrying her, she 

took. the chUd of ller ·.1other or of' h;_·r paternal tmcle if ohe 

did not have a sister. 
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