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1. Accordaing to the custom of the ancient
timeg, when the Bacotho went to war, snd somne of thenm
feli on the field of battle, they, vere never buried,
they were left there to be deveured by the vulturesYes,
the dead were left on the battle fileld, pleces of
flesh were cut off the cépacs to be uscu az chorms
and these piecces wecre vwarmed up snd with thews medic-
ines were msue for use in tiaea of war.The wurriors
ste them when they went out to the wur, the man eater,

The wonnaed were tuken agway to be nurse
8d by young women with porriuce luips and aeat.oune
inatunce ie that of & men naed Jotowedi of the
tribe of Kfautlha,who wus8 once stubbed by the Jukg-
atla of Chicf Lentswes.Becsuse of his stature, th y
had taxen him for g chief. In the saie battle,len-
tswe the chief of the Bakgatlua of koufels wasc killed
by ..eseku, & man of Katoleng,onc of .he Matebele of
Ngilae.

+hen an old msn was dead, they cut ofr
pleces of flesh from his hip and thigh to mix them
with charma for rein.He was buriea in the night
tite under the thorn bushes of the cattle kraal
by men only. The women remained st home with bowed
heads in the "lapa".

The men cut the corpse off at the
knees and shoulder-blade snd wrapped up the ueccCa-
sed in his kaross aude of sheep okin or skines of
carnivoroug animulse

The men removed the Krasl hedge care-
ful.ly and uuyg s hole enough to put in s watcr pote
They put in a water pot contsining the corpse and

they then plsced a flat stonc on top of it anu covered
it. hey put back the krasl hedge carefully agaln so
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that the wild aniimals should not be able to open or
dlg in the ground. On leaving the spot, they do not
look backe

0ld women were buried under cut thorn
bushes 1in the back yard.They were slso cut and put
in a water pot. If there was a large grinding stone
for kaffir corn, 8 hole was mude under it and a
milk skin sack belonging to the deceased was burled
in it .The decegseu was buried with her kaross, and
sandalse.he was made to git on her haunches on the
milk skin sack bound with the karosse.lhe people of
the ancient times say thst by doing so, they meant
that the grandchildren of the deceased should live
long on earth.

Death was known only by the old people,
children never knew anything about it.l1f & person
died at night,he was burled at that time.lf he died
at daytlaue ,they hid him until night fell.

The chief was buried slone at the cattle
kraal; not all the people knew,only the headmen knew
about the chief's burial,

According to the custom of the ancient
timnes,when a ohlef dled, even his wife never knew.
It waes not the law that she should know of the
chief's death.The only time she would know was when
the tribe was informed, sometimes gfter a long tiue.

The spot where he was buried was doctored
with special charms.If a person attempted to dig at
the spot, he would not succeed, he would find the
ground as hard as s stone.

If the chief happened to be duyg up by
pedéple and they took certain parts of his flesh, the
tribe of that chilef scattered and that tribe would

have no chisf, no law.

WGy,
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4 -aPulss the shi f of the lak;utle of _askan
Gl20 anv the  wropeste falleu to plough theérde peb-
cver LLey Lri0G O plough there, ihe plou.h broke.

“here # ohicl has dlcau, 1t is {apogglible fop
s sorvent of the chief to di.. ihe ohicls of Tatlha
died at -oseka anc Taoiditsene and all the people have
failed to vig up these graves.it is only the people
of those placeg who are able to oig thes upe

The ohic™ end all the people were burica
during the night. The ohief is boried with the
sreateat serecy by the men of the ohicl's villege,
G thet no one should Rnave A4 hole is Jduy 8t the
eatile xraal, bBe 1x pot {nt: s lurge di:h end carge
fully covared #o a& to avolu Jetecticone Uy bLurying
2 ohisf In this asnner, the intentiorn was thet the
satile should tracp.ie over Lim snu thet he hould
ot Jot dry, othorwise Lhe raln would venish Cup-
glng drought in the leuds

If irein U3d not ant to rsll, keffir beep
wil 2ede and was enmpticd ot the pluce where the
ohief dled, sous people slsugntepsd un ox and
et wes teken 10 the plavé.

reople fromw vhow plscen of flesh w re taken
to mske oharas were those vho wepre breve in bLuttles
avd those once killed & lions Churme got Troa them
were mixed with aedicines to b strewn over ihe
smaponse The:e medicince were known so "dikope”

Frum 0ld weh ¢ld wouen snd the Juroks
(roajo=asiers;, charus wero taken for csuneing raln
1o fallsother graves were not visited, only .he
grave of & foroce st Lhat of ¢ ohicl were vinited,
and that =as for the purpose of esking rain, as
w3 Gune On the grave of Lhe Shilel of Jweksu who

Gald ¥t zarilss

Wl .
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han the Jakgstle of thils area neusz. rain,
ths woaen vent to aravw «ater in pot licgs und this wal
teke0 (o the ohjel'm srave. hen they jgot tho:g, Lthey
poiured tne water on it and said,talin-ralne when they
leL 41, they were wet already and they red hones
The chiof snd & Morcks were the yods of relin in
the snajent times.

ﬁhq:thne were born, a8 @ sonlined women
208 100R8d sfter by 0ld wonen, who no longer gave
birth, they killed one .nd left the other, The
reasining one died “rom natural cenoes.

The twin dabe wss killed by he 0l¢ woaen
end pat in a pot «né duried iu the hut, The spot
wE emoclhensd vsrefully «snd oovered antil it
arled perfectly welle

All the ehilcren known a9 "oagskyemstas
{wonder ohilcren) were killeo =nd beried by the
old women, hen he old wowen killed twine or ohile
drén born before thelr time, they #aid, thet wom
un:lta ol 08 or sbouinetion; they would kecp sway
rxine - tier gs.-tho s 14, 1if the top teeth T &
©.31c ca@ out firet, the woen wouvlc kill 4t saying
that it will keep swey the paine If they aid not kill
it, they sent it to the home of its . rendfather,

If g peraon wvho hed ch-~at siokneax dled, he
wag buried st » wet place so that the rein woold
gontinge Lo falle They suld that if he wes buried
at @ dry plsce, the lasnd wonld be dry. He was sle
ways buried in o shadow or st & wet plsce, where a
person’s reletives wepe duried, it ras ssic tist
there were snosetirol s irits st the plasce and not
s ghoets : pren.n doss not esy Lthet he sew a chool,
Be ssys ® I huve secn a "sctlotlwane” (spirit s hey
asy that the spirites were bleok, thiy had no i'ire,

ihe 0l wan asy thet tie r'ire gsne with &,popfens.

wld o
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Lf a porson sew one of the spleits of the
dead; ho knew thut he oune to lMeteh one savng thw
l1ivinge It 1o eald that the apirits held disdnsse
fons Just 1ike varseive.. . 0010 Qid not welik sbout
¥Yory wach tiare.

Zhildren wnew nothin: sboat deathe IT o Boy
OF 4 st Glee L% the @lprouncision versuony, twe boys
sere 3ent, owe carryin: the cloilhee of the Jrodcasad,
the other the deceased's pot Tup holdiny fete They
took these honte un arrival ons of then Lroke the
pct contelning red ochre, tie other ore pal the clo=
thes down. 3y bresklog the clay pot in the "lapa®,
the ohilde mother gave ap hope and uncw that her
ohiild had dfed st the eircusaision sehools

Thuere wis s eertaln uitahdcctor agkspe, of
the Nskwerns Clat, .7 gperson dic not ule fro
Detursl onises, he w:g Bapadle ¢f doctorlin; the
iPave su that the whole Taally of the wigerd oho
bewitched the Jecessed ghonld dir, nd 1t ald diloy
He dootored on muny ocoasiene st S:lexu's of ‘otlbw
e88dl, the prople died, Ffise wood dDurBed 3o that only
.l & reasined and the hoses wore phut with Hegnohegs
e anew tho ohars for dottoring the seaves very woll,
b2 dostored hio axa g msde AL to aut the srsvoe

+han a2 person husse ¢icd, poople do nol L0
to the lunds that dsys.-eonle do not go tn ons
thorn dustiss to meke 8 hodge. ‘hey aould 8l)l 0 to
do thelir work the next dsy.

The bereaved persen does not o iny wurke
Thay draw weter for the bircaved L:0 for e few dayse
souen who are reletives only slcep witi hep for o
week, hen ohildren sshk where thelr wsiber or fathep
18, they sre told “ e or ih¥ hss Dean tsikeh away

by the wolf"” und the ohildren say nolhling “urt. ap.
HOM -
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when 8 perscn has been bewlitched, it is said
he i3 not deud, he i3 mudc to uwleep ana the porson
whion hes cuuscd hii dealh wlll dig his ap daring the
nizht to go wnd nake him "aekokonyane" go thut he
may meke hila to do hile work for cline if » pereon isu
"lekongkonysue™, h: 18 3live, he cote and cues work -
Tor his wleara onlye. -nle wizura cuta off his tongue
U ewnze tls stapld witl ncalciness "Ledoinaonyune is
fed wii: bran Yrom gaZ.:ip beer onlye it lu well known
0y vug Jusolio .uet so.x uf the pruple are noi Jdead,
they o wilve amd gre Miakonkonyancs" who sre uade
by the wiZerd to weed hls jorden at algat.
reople like tais woee ouce found saong the
dulkgatla trive vhen the tribe wad atlll «t Llhatlha=-
nes inere wes a person who wss weeding his fields
with people of this kinde iie was aeen by people st
nisinte A cortain aan who wee o Letebole, once worked
uve & kitchen boye In the evening he awde hiag “"lekon=-
Konysne” tu wrur 8 white avrun and sald, "w0 wad wesh
utensils in the ki:ciugns Jhe Letebele a0 was Tound
out by his e:pioyer. .ie asked hin where Lhe otlsr
porson was. The letene’e douisd ell knowls dge of
the wasn and the white mun grove hila swey rom uls
rvice  oaylng vhwt he va: a cheut, .ie cven hud
Nl spLeoted DUt L resaged gt court to polint out
Luw "iesuuk. wyune¥e
Wigard gut Lhe Lip ui'f m pureons tongue 80
that he may not be distinot. In the uuys of luong

ago they wers hidden in ler e @all¥ skin sacks and

sovePed upe

end o A 0%
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