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:>.NAUA. i 
8Qr 1al c:ueto. e of' ur;mYync 4sttla • 

.uet~th. 

l. Accorointr to the c11stom of the ancient 

time a, when the &.:t!_·otho went to Ylar, and ao:,'le o~ them 

!'ell on the field of' battle, they, v.-ere never buried, 

they were le:rt there to be devoured by the vul t.ure~Yes, 
"' 

the dead were left on the battle r1eld, pieces ot' 

flesh were cut or~ the c,~aes to be usco su charms 

and theae pice co Jtcre y,ermt:d 11p and w1 th the.u tucdic-

1nes were ttlaue f'or use in tl.1ea of' l'far.Thc wurriora 

ate thern when they we!'lt Ollt to the wur, the man C.:iter. 

'l'he r.o,maeu were t.,k.c:m uway tu be nura-

eo by youfl{~ v.u!:ten vii th po.r1•1o...;e lU!.lps dnd nt!at.une 

1netunce ie th.t:tt of a man n~:ned :!otaweo1 o:r the 

tt•ibe or Mfutlha,who wus once otubueo by the J!Jkt;­

dtla of' GhLt" J.entsY~e.Beouuse of his ettltlll'e, th y 

hau tai<.en t1irn f'or a chief'. In the ea:.1e battle ,Len-

t awe the chief' of the 3akgatla ot' k.i~fela wao killed 

by .~asek.~, a nu:m or {viatoieng,onc of" -..he Matebele ot' 

~ail a• 

·~hen 1-jn old mliin waa dead, they cut o:ff' 

pieces of' f'lesh rrorn hie hip ~nd thigh to rnlx them 

with charms f'or rain.He WdS burieo in the night 

ti·1e tJnder the thorn bushes o:r the Ctittle kraal 

by men only. 'l'he women remained st horne with bov;ed 

heads in the "laps". 

'fhe men cut the corpse o'f!' at the 

knees and shoulder-bl~ue ~.~nu wravpe<.l 11p the uecc et­

aeo in his kaross Hlt.Hle of aheeil ak.in or sltina or 

oarnivoroua animale. 

~he men removeo the k.l•at~l hedge care-

:rul.:y ond uu~ tJ hole enoll~h to put in a water pot. 

They put in tJ ~~ater pot oontainin1~ the corpse and 

thet then placed a 1'lat stone on top of" 1t anti covered 
it • .~.·hey put back the kraal heu~e caref'ully again so 
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that the wild aniwals should not be able to open or 

dig in the ground. on leaving the spot, they do not 

look b.lck.. 

Old women were buried und2r cut thorn 

bushes in the back yard.They were alao cut and put 

in a water pot. If there was a large grinding stone 

for karfir corn, a hole was m~de under it and a 

milk skin sack belonging to the ueceaseu was b11ried 

in it .The deceaseu was buried with her kaross, and 

aandals.~he w~s made to oit on her haunches on the 

milk skin sack bonnd with the k.aross.'l'he people of 

the ancient times oay that by doing so, they meant 

that the grandchildren of the deceased should live 

long on earth. 

Death woe known only by the old people, 

chiltiren never knew ~nything about it.lf o person 

died at night,he w~s buried at that time.lf he died 

at daytit:te , they hid him until night fell. 

The chief was buried alone at the cattle 

kraal; not all the people knew,only the headmen knew 

about the chief's burial. 

According to the custom of the ancient 

times,when a chief dieu, even hie wife never knew. 

It was not the law that she should know of the 

chie.f' s death. The only time she would k.now was when 

the tribe wu s 1n:forme d, aumc times <if'ter a long ti.se. 

The spot where he waa buried was doctored 

with special charms.If ~ person ~ttempted to r.Jig ut 

the spot 1 he would not succeed, he would :find the 

ground as hard as u atune. 

If the chief happened to be dU£ up by 

~e~ple ~nd they took. certain parte of his flesh, the 

tribe of tbat chief scattered and that tribe would 

h~ve no chief, no l8W. 
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.~, . -al':.ala1 th• chi·. f' ot tho 1t.tkt;(lltl• tJt ... ,lskau 

Ul'!u ilftr..; t.b(a a•t;,£·••n" talleu t.o plou~b there. "beftooio 

ii:Ycr \~)til' t.r14HJ t.o plou..;b tnert:, t.he plottch b.roke• 

·-fbere • oh1~r h•• 41eo, it. ta 1·.:~poaa1ble tor 

• ee1Yant ot ttw ohtet \o at~. fbe ob1era or tatlbM 

dleu •' .~o•u anr: Tn141\•ae 1ncJ ell t.n. people ba'fe 

tatleo to o ta up tO.H g.ravea.It, 11 O'ftl7 the' peopl• 

ot tboH plaoea wbo are at.le to ate the:n up. 

l'ba ob1e "' •nd •11 t.h• peopl• •r• bur led 

durl'llt1 \bAt ntah\. 'rbe ob1ct .1a bor1ed with t.he 

.tr••t.••t ae·.,Ho¥ b.Y tb• •n or 'a• ob1~r· • vtll•••• 
ao 'btl' ao one llhoul<l lln.,~~ •. .\ bole ta uug at the 

ae,tle uatal, 1M 1s ptJt in~•.) a lur.;e d1>h an\! QaJte• 

:t'ull.J oove.red 110 •• t4D avo1r..• ~t•a,1.cn. ·:~7 l.>u1•7ing 

a ob1al' ln \b11 ••nMr 1 the 1ntent.ton ••• tbet the 

oa.\t.le sbuulcl t.r•jOiil).,;,e~ 4)¥•.r b1ua .-na tb•\ be t.bould 

no\ ~·' ur3, ot.bu••tM t.ne f'a1n •ou14 v•n1ab o~u­

aln~ Cro\l~ht in tne lana. 

lt •·•1n 1114 not. •.• n\ to t<~ll, kettftr beer 

w4ll ~:w<H •OO qe enapt1~>d •t. tbe pl«J4• where tbe 

ohi•t tUe0 1 •OM people t~laottutertHJ t~tn ox »tlO 

•at. •• t•k•o t;o tbt' plttoe • 

:··eopl• troaa *bO·'I p1eOe8 ot fleab • ;l"G taken 

to ••ate OlHllil& wre thoee r,J.lO ware breve in uuttlea 

aDd tao• onae k11leo a llon. vbvrl?le sot -'fro1 the• 

•r• clxe4 wi \b •cUo tnea to b~~ at.reltft oYer th* 

••v'-'n•• &'tw r.e •~Ho1oe• Nre known •• "d1ko...,e" 

Fl'uM ol4ol rte n old woa~n •lhi t.be at.rokt~ 

{rain-.-(«l'a),. ohartlia WOH taun ror CJ•!t•lnc rain 

to tall.•Jt.bt:J" t-!I'OY~te were not Y1a1ted, onlt ~twz 

flll'eYe or • Moroit• • .,\) -:.ha\ ot' • cth1c.t lft!l'e Yltriteca. 

••d lb•\ ••• t'or t.be pu.rpo• of' aa!~ltJ r•ln, •• 

wa &.ne on t.lle' ~,. .. ve ot Uw ob1ct f ur .-ll.._kau wno 

~ -'*~ •I '""•r·~l•• 

-~. 
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'ttttn the !~~atlaa ur 'h1a s~'ea. nt-t!l:)e ~: rain• 

~be ~n -.nt io draw ••ter 1n po\ 11~• ~no tbla ... 

taleo ttJ Uut obler• • t:ra1'~ • heft t.be7 tiO\ thi: rt;., t.bttT 

~·.P.«-li ti·l• ute l' 07l 1 t an\l Mid ,lt•1n-raln. "'hftn the7 

l~=·~l 1 t 1 t.bOJ 1Mire wt alreadt and tbe7 rart ho·•e• 

1'be ohlor and a MOI'b"-• Wf'e the t~ooa of" rain 1n 

t.ne •no1en' tl••• 
N 

nht:~ twlne wr• born, •• a oont-lned 'IIO••n 

'»ea loohd •rt.er by old wo:aen, 1lho no loftd'er a••• 
blrtb• tbey kllled one jnd l~tt \he otber. ?he 

r~lntng one t:~leG ,.I'• natural oa•J•••• 

Tbe twJa ba~ was k1ll•4 bJ tbe olel woaen 

•nd p~\ 1n • pot •nd •urte4 tn tbl but. Tb• arot 

we ttaN\be'l~d oareroll7 ~n4 oovered tlnt1l t\ 

drled per1'ectly wl~. 

All the Obllcran k.no1M •• " 1ftlgailt;e:rt1Jt86u 

( wondflr obtlor~n) 11tere k.Uleo un" ._.,,. 1ttd by t._ 
old _.n. ; ben ~bt old *>':WO killed twlna or obil-

Ctt-tn born berore thtHr t late, theJ asld, that wua 

un·.:lu a·;nt o-e or •bO'Ol1ftut ~on; tbtt7 wo11lCI uep ••a;r 

t•¥1."· . t:.er ';aa.·t.bo • 1d, u· \be top teeth vf' • 

cLSlo oct-:1e out rtrat, the •v-:wn ttoulc kill u. eq.lna 

~hat lt will kte~ ••e1 the raln. Ir \hrJ did not k1ll 

1t, thet aftt 1t to tbe b0"118 of' ita (Jt~tndf.'at.ber. 

It a person .-.tho b•d ott~at elo'tnee!"l dleo, be 

wae burt•• at • wet place eo that \be raln ~114 

oontS11ae t.o tall. The7 euld tho\ if be ••• burled 

at • dr7 pl.oe, the lend wo~ld bl dry. ~• ••• al­

••1'• burled ln " 8U~Joe or at • wt place. iwbere a 

peraon•a .relat1•£>t'J M~r• a.ar1ed, lt •• uta tt:a'C 

the.-e Mrt anoeetrol 8i"'lr~t.• at. tt\• J:~l.Oe an4 not. 

• ilaoet. ~ ,,re :-, .. n 4oea not eay Lhttt he •a• a t:hoat1 

M &•>1'* • l bene •c.., e~ .. at· t 1 ot.l•aM" \ ap!r 1 t; • ''he.Y 

• ., \bat \twr eplrlte 1R'j·e bl ~k, UHy ha'-' no r·ue • 

.,._., old Mn h7 tshat the t'ts·e Oa:lltt wltb &,I"'P••n•• 

·..u ..• 
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1r a poraon .. ,. oM or the ADpf,lta or t~ 

dea4, bO ...... t.bt.tt. h4l o..--ne to r.tob one •:1ung tt.-

11Yln0. It 11 ea14 thal th• l;')ll'lt• hel4 41acuaa• 

ion• j&aa\ like o••.r-.elvc ..•. co~~lo o1e~ f&Q\ ..U.~ &bout 

vsr1 •"ob t :.ore. 

;Jh1ldron ~n•• not.bin~ L'lh0 1Jt daatb. If tt ~r 

or ,..\ ~~~An cte~ "t t.bc olNtHM)181on oc~:•OI't tvo bot• 

•en •ent, one carrrll\.~ tb~ clot be • of' tt• •.h~cu;~Htu(5, 

th~ other the (;leoeaHd• • pot ~or bold1~ ~'•'• tU.¥ 

took \beH borii4• on arrival o~ or tht~n trok:- tne 
J')(·t oou\elntnu rt!4 ocbJte, tb.e ott.el' one pill tbe clo­

the• down. ~ breakl~ the clav pot 1n tbe "lapa•, 

tne obtl~• mother g••• ap hop~ ~na ~nr• th•t ncr 

obll\1 bad oted at tbe ot~·at.aaa1alon eenool. 

There •• " eert.at1n "t\ohaoctor. cieklipe, o~ 

the l.'-kwena; cl•r4• ... r QJ}eraon o 1\! not u 1e fro l 

rwt.tu•.al o•a ... , he •···• oapablt: \•f 4octt-'1'1ni~: t~ 

i•••• eo that the ~ltll 1'a::lll7 of t.he ~111ftl'd t?.lO 

bewitched tb41 Je~e :~~sea .tlonl" ~H~ • nfJ 1\ vid u lu, 

tfe doo tored on 1!1&.~1\Y' oco~•tone .it s~· lt k• • $ O'f 'otlb­

••~1, the reople dled, r1~ ~ buraed •• tb~t 9ft~ 

».l~• ~·e i·,tn::-d ;,~m1 -:,he bo·uu~• were eh1.1t wl!b ;:,t-atl<thoa. 

:e i!.Or. w. tb.: otwr:"' rcr •Joct;:H•in.; the t:l'aYti a ••r1 Mll, 

b" <S\1·-::tored b ta an:~ .:. ·1u ":1:.0\le .U to out th• 61'aYO• 

tibaa ~ t>ereon b'• ~U•·d, poople do oot. 40 

t.o tbe lunclo th•\ dt~J••·eoplfl do no f, £0 tl!) OtJ\ 

tho~n bUihee t.o aek.e a beddCt• ·zbtt1 "~ulc.1 all t.o to 

<.to t. be 1r work t be 1M .r. t 4.87 • 

'l'he be rt••e~ per eon 4o• • not. do ~n.r ""'' ~•• 
'fbe,J draW -.oter !"or \he b~l"eet'leu \ JO tor I fe• dqa. 

;ionsen wbo a.re rel1~l•es onl7 slc·ep with her tcr a 

week. ·~~n obildrttn aak wbere '-ball' eoLbtr or te.the• 

te • t.bet are told " ~ie Ot' Jt1s b~• b~tft \e~ert ••Y 

by tbe wol:r" a~ no \he oh1ldr~ul se7 notb ln& "U«' t::4•• 

.... 
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\il1cn a ;>ereon h~a been be.,1tch(Hi1 1t io suid 

b~ ia not ~Cud, be is ~~~~ to ~le•p ~na tbe p~raon 

\tbon haa ce~u•~u b1a u~ •tl• w1ll u 1.; h1:n Jp d•lr! ng the 

night to &o tsru.i ~ak.e ?1irn ".aakol).On:l~ne'' ao ttu~t he 

may UhiU hiut t~ <Jv n1• wo.~.·~ fo~ .. ..l.n. J.f ~ pcraan 1a u 

"l«Jr..OllitOflJtitlC", b..J 111 ~l1YC, be eu\8 .an'-' l.i\J88 WOrk· 

for h1a lJi~8J.1t.l Onl.:fe -h18 •iz~H!il C:Jta of'f tli& to~ae 

,; :w _.._, ~ e h 1:: at•1pid w1 t~. rJ~.- u1o lnc •• ''.L.e ito a~n.,iune !a 

fttt.i wit·.~ 'b.run i'J.'•.Jll ittt.!', ~ .. • uoor iJUl~· lt lu well knoYrD 

'Qy \;.~t;- .J<.A~t.hO -..oat $0 .• ~ uf' the vt:uple are th.H Uead, 

b1 ttle wizard to wed bia c.u.rdtm at ~Ji6ut • 

.reoplc llk.a t.nia ~t.:.L'ft ouce founJ u~un~ the 

Ju~atla t.r1ue \.ben tne t.r~be UIJ at.ill »t ·.lbat.lha­

ne. J.'ilere na a peraon wbo wua weed 1nu his t iel4s 

with peop.lo or tbia kino • .tie ••• aeen b¥ people at 

D1eilt• .It cer\ain ·asn who w ... e ~ Lete~le, onoe 'VIOJ:k.ed 

~• a ~!tcnen b07• ln tbe evening he ~aae b1a "lekon-

that be m•Y not be u1a,inot. ln the u~1a of lvng 

.,go '\nett wre hic;iu•n ln l~I· .. e aUk ai.in nok.a ond 

00 Vt:.ed \lp • 
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