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THE ROLE OF YOUTH IN OUR STRUGGLE -~ AT

l .

|
Comrades, I greet you alI in the name of the Progressive Movement

and its banished, banned

amandla! !

exiled and imprisoned leadership.

Our task here, is to loof at the role the youth should play in curx

struggle for liberation.|You will immediately =xealise from the
topic, how much involved|and broad the paper is going to be. In
fact, it is an honour to|be given the task to write a paper of this
magnitude, to stand in_ffont of the cream and pride of our country

and read it before this youthful and respectable audience.

I singerely believe that|from this important gathering of youth Trom
all corners of South .ifrica, we are all going to benefit from tu.2
resourceful experience of comrades from different places. It is
true that we young people me ever thirsty and yearning to learn.

Our progressive powl of knowledge is perpetually overflowing, a:.i

as long as it remains full the cadres shall - guench their thirsc.

Our paper is not a lecture on the role of the youth in our stru.gle,
it merely serves to intrpduce the topic for discussion by all courades.

|
In order to understand otr role in the strwggle, we shall first iave

to understand the society we live in. Our society shall be dealt with
at two levels : ;

a) Pirstly, society in tts universal sense i.e. generally.

b) and secondly, with regard to our particular situation in Souwh

Africa.

B .
Society is a group of pejople with certain cultural and social
practices engaged in the most imporwsant activiiy of preduction. Ve

are saying that the most| improtant azctivity thot society is invelved
in, is the activity of production. Two uestions immediately arise:

a) What is production?
b) Why is this production the most important activity in socic
OQur response to the first question is that production is the process
or activity of labour or work through which people acguire Their
basic needs. By basic needs we mean food, clothing and shelter.

“r ?

This process .....
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This prccess of labour takes place in the factory, big farms, mines, giant industries
ans sc on. Not all members of the seciety are involved in the direct process of
work, but however, the majonity of the working people is. Only a minute section

is totally uninvolved and dqes not participate in order to create the needs of
society. Therefore this acfivity of work which is meant to create food to eat,
clothes to put on and shelt%r or houses to live in is referred to as Production.

In response to our second q]estion, we already see how important this process of
labour is to society. In fjct society cannot exist without this process of making
its own mwans of subsistencé. Production is compatiblewith society and indespensable
if society is to maintain i#self and further develop. There is no machine that ¢ an
operate without energy, a cér needs petrol as a source of energy to move and big
machines in industry need e#ectricity wnich is converted to utalisable forms of
energy in order to perform ﬁheir task, Similarly, for society t» be sustained and
maintained, production of tﬁe essentials of life is indespensable. That is why this
activity is the most importént in our lives.

I
OQur society is not formes of individuals who merely interact with each cther. It
is a society of people who jorm certain mutual relationships with each other, and

d to as social relatdons or relations of production.

this relationship is referr
These relations are just ne‘ simple relations between pecple and mbjects, but they
are relations between peopl? themselves in their productive activity. Certain
definite associations are f¢rmed among those who work, that is those who participate
directly in the proeductive &ctivity. As working people, they form working relations,
and it is these relations tﬁat classify them as a group of its cwn, a force in

itself. This group is in the majority and is referred to as the urking class.

These are notiksz the only rélations which are formed around production. Other 21—
ations are formed with a mipute section of our society. These are the relaticns
between people who work i.e, those previmusly refereped to as the working class and
those who do not participate in production. This minority of individuals which

does not engage itself in the process of labour, is referred to as the Capitalist
class or Bourgeoisie. Their only rcle is to on the factories, big industries, the
mines, big farms and so on. They decide by themselves how production which has been

cretaed by the labour ofthe working c¢lass should be controlled and distributed,

At this stage, we realise that the major disease of this social patient is kthe
division into two main classes, those who HAVE and the HAVE-NOTS, i.e. the Capitalist
and the Workers respectively.

These relations ...
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These elations of rpoductifn bring us to another step, that together with the

force- of production ( which are represented by the working class) form a particu-

lar n. le of produccion. By #his mode of production we refer to the social system

or sc:al orier. In this cape our operative social system is Capitalism. Capitalism

gxaiy vrovidas for the expl
worke:s which is in the ser
exple s mar: - in this way
2f tl.: paople in =3k societ

This 3 the first level of

pitation of the massive and numerous labour force of
vice of the bourgeosie. It is a system whereby man
few people become richer and richer while the majority

y are subjected to poverty, disease and suffering.

our understanding of society and it is important for all

of ui. %o lewrm and understabd it so as to be able to address ourselves to the

seco:: leve. of our particu
is he de we see curselves
divi. ,»n of society into tw
Seco ly, wiat role can we

seri. . 3 dés:ase?

We h.o2 got to gersistently
of o.-2 cadres so that our p
in t s soc.ety srould be

lar situation in South Africa. Now the gquestion to ask

as responding to this social disease, i.e. the dixz
o conflicting classes?

as the youth play in order to cure society of this

i develop the political understanding,the level
csition as a class, should be indentified and our role

lear. Practically we should have to work with our own

gras - roo:s orgrnisation
Stud . t Org wnisat:ons and
that

goir: to be dange: if our f

.t enhances ond heighf

for eory withou: practicd
Com: .» to cur own South Af:
“hat coinflic’ between

only erculiarity with teh

i.e.

die- mns ir our country ar
itsc ¢ in “ne form of =mace
rac. ‘. barriers, the white
ont! - other. This imperia
cla is nct a new phenome

rel .ious ..ines, the Roman
enj. all -olitical, econo
ind .;3nous people of Catho

bir .-,

b

P

like the Civic Associations, Trade Union Movement,

o on. The .. advantage of this practical involvement is

tens our own political consciousness,; There is definitely

theory xé?i¢ ti~ 248 is not going to be put into practice-

is sterile and practice without theory is blind.

rican situation we find the same contradiction prevalent

the warring classes, Capitalist and Workers, However the

South African situation is that the fundamental contra-

e clouded by the Apertheid system. Capitalism manifests

. It provides for the division of the working class alo ng

working class on the one hand and the black working class

list strategy of co-option of a section of the working

non, in Northern Ireland the workers are divided along

Catholics on the x one hand £ and the Protsstents who

mic, social, cultural priveleges and so on, while the

lic religion are made pariahs in the country of their

With our s tuaticn in South Africa the White working class enjoy political and other

ben its from the Apartheid System. The job reservation Act preserves their right
to rk, the Black-White wage gap ensures a higher standard of living among the
whi work wrs.
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These privelages make the bulk of the working force fully indentify with the
exploiters and oppressors oit the majority. This should not however overlook the
fact that in having been bo*ght over the white workers are up against their own

long term interests. ]

So Caitalism im South Africa, thrives on the backs of the cheap and massive Black
labour force where super e ploitation takes place, Some schools of thought

cannot however see beyond the bounds of race, to them race is fhe class determini ng
factor" . This is another factor which we as youth must address ourselves to. If
racial capitalism can cloud|and blind our analysis of our society we live in, then
shall fail in our attempt t? understand the main conflict that goes ¢n in our

society.

|
However, the fact that "theLe are Indiane, Africans, Coloureds and Whites in our
country is a self evident and undeniable reality. It is is a reality precisely
because each of these national groups has its own roots and heritage and are main-
tained in déffering conditons of reality by the oppressive and exploitative sys<em.
Although Africans, Indians and Coloured are all victims of the oppression and
exploitation the different conditions applicable to each group cannot be ignored.
OUr task is to heighten the| positive features of éach national group and to weld
these together so that therp arises out of this process of this organisation single
national consciousness." i
The state through its system of Apartheid makes it difficult for a common national
consciousness to be achievefl. The Group Areas act forces the different national
groups apart, given this siftuation :
a. How do we as youth contribute i n the achievement of a single national

consciousness in our country?

b, How do we see joint campaigns, joint workshaps, joint cultural and socail
activities assisting towards the achievement of this objective?

¢. Have we as the progressive youth movement thought seriously of strenghtening
the non-racial sports oups in the country, are we in fact able to indentify
then?

d. Have we ever given serious thought to concrete tactics which may be employed
to destroy waxxmuz barriers created by the system in futherence of its policy

of divide and rule?

At this Stage ...
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At this saage I would like us to focus at the youth, To z try to understand what

we understand by the word yputh. When we look at nature and study it closely

we observe that a raw fruit before it matures has a given colour, and that a calyx
the outside circle of the flower is green, this is the phase before the flower
blossoms. |

The lesson we draw from nature through the colour greem isthat is represents the
stage of immaturity and unriipeness. We as youth too cannot claim at this stage of
our political development that we have reached the pezk of palitical understandin g.
Qur task with reagrd to thib is acquiring political direction and work towards dev-
loping our political understanding, by working within the progressive movement.

Farthermore when we refer tb youth, do we mean a bread spectrum of youth in the
country or a particular secﬁion? By youth we are actually referring to all young
people irrespective of the fact that they may be students, workers, unemployed’
young pecple, and so on ~ all these form a broad spectrum of our youth.

Problems faced by our youtﬂ.
a. ©Seperate amenities act = Budget does not ensure the harmonious social and

cultural development of the entire youth in S.A., so as to enable the yotuh
to take its rightful place alongside the other youth internationally.
b. The education system, ﬁrrespective of which department it belongs to it

serves to promote big business and to promote individual interest as well.

"In a recent speech Samora Machel stressed the role of education as a vital part
of the continuing revolution in Mézambique in which the swhool was to be viewed
as a base from which the people will cease power and from where the last remnants
of colonialism and capilalilsm are to be exterpated and from where the new man,

the homen-novo, is to kz energe."

In his address to students Machel said "Your first duty is to study in order to ¥
better serve the people and not to use your knowledge for your personal benefi-
and against the pEp peoples interests. You are in school to accomplish a task
that the people have entrusted you with, and their sacrifices have not been made

in order to allow you to fulfil your individual desires."

In addressing ourselves to the aspect of organising the youth we g have to foc1s

both the individual youth and existing youth structutes. What do we ohserve as

the objective reality on the individual youth front?

We observe that :

a. The youth has diverse interests millitating against ikem its lom2 term interests,
and harmful to them,
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1. Imperialist strategy - Hippie, American, Lumpen, Yanks.

Divisive cultufébzgcloth s, songs, etc.

2. National Professional So¢cer League - Discoes,
b. Fear of involvement amd lack of political awareness (lack inspiration -
needs to be inspired)
c. Failure to study the tonditions, application of wrong tactics (Dogmatism

and Tradition) Darwin.

Purthermore, we have to address ourselves to organised group structures like eg.:

a. The religious youth groups.

b. Cultaural youth cluhs,

c. and find wut what stance we are going to adopt with it regard to the notorious
Inkatha Youth Brigade.

Our rpicrity as the Progressive Youth MBvement should be to strenghten our own

local youth organisation. In| previous discussions with other youth groups it

became clear that there is still work to be done on this.
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Let all who love their peopléJ Qgciqthgir ‘country
now say, as we say here: - to¥"

THESE FREEDOMS WE WILL FIGHT FOR,
SIDE BY SIDE, THROUGHOUT OUR LIVES
UNTIL HAVE WON OUR LIBERTY.
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STHEFREEDOM CHARTER S/ 00w i s ey Wiy

PREAMBLE

We, the people of South Africa, declare for all §
d our country and the world to know:—
| That South Africa belongs to all who live in it, §
d black and white, and that no government can §
f justly claim authority unless it is based on the }
d will of the people;
| That our people have been robbed of their bir-
| thright to land, liberty and peace by a form of §
i government founded on injustice and inequali-
d ty;
i That our country will never be prosperous or
 free until all our people live in brotherhood, en- i
{ joying equal rights and opportunities;
! That only a democratic state, based on the will i
| of the people can secure to all their birthright |
§ without distinction of colour, race, sex or belief.
| And therefore, we the people of South Africa,
8 black and white, together — equals, coun-
trymen and brothers — adopt this FREEDOM
§ CHARTER. And we pledge ourselves to strive
| together, sparing nothing of our strength and §
courage, until the democratic changes here set §
out have been won.

Lt

n o M I g N~ s AN oY
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Work in Progress ’

side of the more dominant political

and economic struggle in capitalist
South Africa. Progressive movements
ahd organisations are going to have to
confront the issues posed by the
relationship between madness and labour

in the creation of a more just and
free society. It is hoped that the
issues raised in this article have
gone some way to addressing the
relation between labour and madness.

SOUTH AFRICA

=

DESTABILISED....

‘Under no circumstances would the
Government allow South Africa to be
destabilised by hostile elements in
the sub-continent, the Minister of
Defence, General Magnus Malan said
last night.

General Malan said certain
states in Southern Africa were
intent on destabilising the region -
and wanted to drag South Africa into
the same mess in which they now

found themselves.
(Rand Daily Mail, 11.08.82}).

Mr Malan denied that South Africa
was pursuing a policy of
destabilisation of its neighbours
and said that, on the ccntrary,

it was countries like Mozambique...
that were bent on destabilising the
Republic through acts of terror.
(Rand Daily Mail, 16.08.32).

Machel responds

Mozambican President SAMORA
responded to Malan's allegatxons
in an August 1982 speech. He
suggested that the only threat
Mozambique poses to South Africa
is as an example of an
alternative form of society.

A few days ago, the South African regime

alleged that Mozambique is threatening
it by concentrating sophisticated
weapons on its border. What are these
sophisticated weapons that the regime
is referring to?

We do not represent a threat to
anyone, neither militarily nor
economically. No sensible person
could think that an underdeveloped and
poor country like ours, with so many
wounds of war still bleeding, could
threaten the sovereignty, territorial
integrity or stability of any state,
especially a power like South Africa.

In fact the only thing the regime
has to fear is our example. This, yes.

What is the sophisticated weapon
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The answer
What is

that the regime refers to?
is the work we are doing.
this work?

Giving worth to women, as mothers,
as wives, as educators, as companions
and comrades, the example of protecting
them and loving them as symbols of
affection and peace, as the guarantors
of future generations. This is what
South Africa fears.

The sophisticated weapon is
making the home the centre of
fulfilment and not, as in South
Africa, a prison and a guarded
residence.

The sophisticated weapon is
having children as the only
privileged sector of our society,
keeping the best for them, keeping
the most beautiful for them. It is
surrounding children with love and
affection, innocence and happiness,
and not, as in Soweto, making them
targets for police brutality and
murderous weapons.

The sophisticated weapon is
guaranteeing all citizens the right
to study, culture, health, justice,
progress, to the tenefits of society.
The sophisticated weapon is putting
our resources into carrying all this



Work in Progress !

out and not into the manufacture of
weapons, the production of death.

The sophisticated weapon is
the people's right to create their
own history, by directing their own
destiny, by exercising their sovereign
power.

In short, the sophisticated weapan
that really threatens apartheid js
fﬁ—_élternatlvé of ¢ c1v1115at10n that
our Society now represent S.

For this reason, the survivors
of the Soweto mass@acres feel at home in
Mozambique. For this reason, the
intellectuals, the artists, the
scientists, victims of South African
racism and fascism, feel fulfilled
working amongst us.

The sophisticated weapons are the
UNESCQ conference, the Dollar Brand and
Myriam Makeba concerts. The
sophisticated weapon is a woman, a
scientist like Ruth First. They are
men and women of all races who do not
see colours, regions or tribes, and
who identify with the same ideals of
equality, fraternity, harmony and
progress.,

Because it is socialist,
Mozambican society defines people and
their fulfilment as its strength and
reason for existence. On the African
continent, and especially in southern
Africa where the scars and wounds of
slavery and colonialism, historically
predominantly European and white, are
still felt and present, we have built
a Party, a nation, a way of life
in which colour does not matter, race
does not matter, region or tribe does
not matter.

Everything that causes unnecessary
division has begun to fade from
people's consciousness. This is the
sophisticated weapon that threatens
apartheid.

Qurs is not a society in which
races and colours, tribes and regions
coexist and live harmoniously side by
side. We went beyond these ideas
during a struggle in which we sometimes
had to force people's consciousness
in order for them to free themselves
from complexes and prejudices so as

¥ Translator's note: UNESCO-sponsored
conference on social science held

in Maputo in August 1982. Exiled

South African musicians Dollar Brand

and Myriam Makeba have both given

concerts in Mozambique.
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to become simply, we repeat, simply
people.

For thisg reason, _.in.the war.
against the colonial system we were
able to distinguish between the
Portuguese people and Portuguese
colonialism. In the war against
Rhodesia we were able to distinguish
between what was the white community
and the minority rebel racist regime.

We say in all sincerity that_the
white South_ Africans, the boers,. are
not our enemy. They are not foreigners
in their country nor in our continent.
They are African people, lxkgﬂgs

It was racism and fascism that
deformed the mentality of South African
whites, that led them to cast themselves
in the role of 'the chosen people'

It was racism that made them
unable to regard themselves as normal
South African citizens, equal to all
other South Africans, equal to
everyone else in the world.

For this reason, it is the South
African whites themselves who are the
victims of their complexes and
prejudices. They are the very ones who
cut themselves off from the community
of all South Africans and set themselves
apart as a privileged minority, as a
superior race to be preserved.

This logic is what has led to
the obsession of systematically
dividing South African society up
into races, colours, tribes and
bantustans, into special and non-
special foreigners, even to the
ridiculous extent of having 'honorary
whites'.

Within this logic, in order to
define themselves as South Africans,
they must defy the nationality and
identity of all other South African
people.

It is they who alienated themselves
from their identity as African people.
Qur enemy is apartheid. Our
enemy is fascism. OQur enemy is a small
handful of interests hiding behind a
barbaric ideology and philosophy in
order to safeguard their privileges.

The destruction of the stronghold
of apartheid will come from inside
South African society. The destruction
is spurred on by the blood of white
martyrs like Neil Aggett and Ruth First.

We repeat what we have already
said: apartheid will fall when
children from the white suburbs
join hands with black children from
the bantustans and the Soweto
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Work in Progress !
ghetto, with Indian and coloured
children, and all of them describe
themselves simply as South African
children in a country that is theirs
equally.

Our nation is historically new.
The awareness of being Mozambicans
arose with the common repression
suffered by all of us under colonialism
from the Ruvuma to the Maputo.

FRELIMO, in its 20 years of
existence and in this path of struggle,
turned us progressively into
Mozambicans, no longer Makonde and
Shangaan, Nyanja and Ronga, Nyungwe
and Bitonga, Chuabo and Ndau, Macua
and Xitsua.

FRELIMO turned us into equal
sons of the Mozambiacn nation, whether
our skin was black, brown or white.

Our nation was not moulded and
forged by feudal or bourgeois
gentlemen. It arose from our armed
struggle. It was carved out by our
hard-working, calloused hands.

Thus during the national
liberation war, the ideas of country
and freedom were closely associated with
victory of the working people. We
fought to free the land and the
people. This is the reason that those,
who at the time wanted the land and
the people in order to exploit them,
left us to go and fight in the ranks of
colonialism, their partner.

The unity of the Mozambican nation
and Mozambican patriotism is found in
the essential components of, and we
emphasise, anti-racism, socidlism,
freedom and unity.
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FORTHCOMINC
FROM SARS

SOUTH AFRICAN REVIEW 1

In early February 1983 over 40 social
analysts met in Johannesburg. Out of
their weekend meeting, convened by
SARS, a new book emerged - the South
African Review.

Written around the theme of crisis
and restructuring, the first edition
of the Review covers six areas in
which the restructuring of South
African society is evident:

THE ECONOMY

POLITICS

WOMEN

LABOUR

REPRODUCTION (health, education, housing)
SOUTH AFRICA'S RELATIONSHIP TO

SOUTHERN AFRICA

Concentrating on the state's
response to a generalised crisis
in society, each section
contains a number of articles
analytically reviewing trends
of 1982.

The SOUTH AFRICAN REVIEW is
published jointly by SARS and
Ravan Press.

Expected publication date is
May 1983.

Enquire at your local bookshops,
or contact SARS directly.

a8ars
publication

SOUTHERN AFRICAN
RESEARCH SEAVICE
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Rexional .elatioas and Foreign rFol.cy 2
'In rursuit of lonalignment' . & 3 Iscacman Africa Report (lhay,June 1383)
*Joaquim Cnissano Interviewed' Africa nevort (Jan/Feb 1983)
'The state ~epartment Perspective! Do

'Mozambique' Articles by Clough, washington & Isaacman Africa Rerort
Nov/Dec 1982

'S.A.: expulsion of illegal immigrants' The Economist 12 Feb 1980

'S.A, ageression against internal enemies' The Zconomist 26 March 1980

'S.A. and support for MRM' The Economist! 12 June 1982

'Botha's Terrorist Raia! sfrica March 1981 .
'Mozambique/S.4.: Change of Heart or Tactics' Africa  April 1984

'Mozambique/S.A.: [Diplomacy and festabilization' Africa March 1984

Frelimo
'Purge of Security Forces'! Africa December 1981

Economic Development

Review article on Capitalism and Colonialism in Mozambigque G. Fitching
Journal of bouthnern african “tudies 9 Feb 1983

Ideology

'Tanzania/Mozambique: Two Hoads to “ocialism' J. Dimsdale 4ifrica Report
Sept./0Oct 1982

'Marxism arnd i.ozambique' T. aenriksen African Affairs Cct. 1978

'Cognitive Inconsistency =mong Mozambique Revolutionaries' Ww.C. Opello
Jourrial of Spcial Fsycmology June 1977

Rethinking the Revolution in Mozambique: B Munskow & P 0'Keefe in Race & Class
Econonmic Development Vol.XXVI No.2 1984

'who uns wnat?' africa Se?t'eq‘ber 1981

Fishing Co-operative  xeview of african Political Iconomy NMay/iug 1982

Africultural rolicy, ..gricultural Co-ops ard Levelopment Folicy in Mozambique
' . Ha. i A ] d
Journal of Feasant- Studies L. Harris £pril 1960

Decolonization
Journal of rodern African ctudies article by aenriksen 1976 p. 377-99
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JLITICAL COMMEN T

RGANISE THE unorganised.
oliucise the un-politicised. These
ills have been answered by many of
outh Africa’s brave sons and
lughters. With little or no thought
o their own salety and comfort they
ave dedicated therr lives to the task
' mobilising, organising and
ducating people for one nobie and
sponsible purpose — to build a just
ad democratic society.

This 15 not utopian. People can
chieve it provided that they can
‘rganise themseives effectively
nough to challenge the powerful
etworks of controi that keep the rui-
ng class in their privileged position.

change society people need to
e orgamsed and united. [hey must
¢ able to take part in the struggie to
thange society. And they must have
1 clear idea of what needs 10 be
chunged and how to go about it
None of this happens without
organisation. Individuals alone will
not get very far. and nor wiil large
groups if their action is unplanned
and unstrategic.

Clearty defined structures and
programmes of action are essential to
the effective operation of trade un-
tons. student, womens' and com-
munity organisations. These targets
and programmes are even more im-
portant 4t the national political level
where the individual struggles of
these groups have to be fused
together und extended.

In every case. our progress and our
" victories are likely to be accidental
! rather than planned. random rather
than strategic. if we do not have
! ion and progs And
we are unlikely (0 have either if we
do not have members and supporters
who participate directly and indirect-
!y in that organisation and -

me.

Democratic organisation threatens
the ruling class. They desperately
want o 10D Oppresseu peuple com-
ing together. discussing the condi-
tions under which they live and work.
analysing and understanding domina-
tion and expionation and organising
for change. The ruling class knows
only too well what the conscious and
united action of the majority of South
Africans can achieve.

Fhe cbb and flow of resistance and
repression draws these points out
clearly.

decade of organisation and
programmatic activity under the
feadership of the Congress Alliance
put great pressure on the ruling class
government. it was oniy after a
four—year war that democratic op-
position was crushed.

At first it seemed that the govern-
ment had scored a permanent vic-
tory. By 196t it had succeeded in
banning or forcing underground the
leading organisations and activists,
detaining and jailing thousands and
forcing many into exile. For the next
four or five years a political calm set-
tled over South Africa. Profits soared
as never before. Strikes and boycotts
and campaigns were rare. It seemed
almost as if the flame of resistance
had been extinguished.

Almost. By 1969 black students had
taken the decision to form their own
organisation. Black workers were
beginning to stir and there were ma.
jor strikes in ‘72 ‘73 and "74. Nine-
teen or twenty trade unions were
formed to fight for workers’ rights.
High school students started to
organise.

The anger and impatience that was
bursting out in the factories was also
building up in the schools and the
townships. By 1976 it had reached ig-
nition point and the events of June 16
1976 were the spark that set the
country alight like wildfire.

L - o

Consolidating mob:lisati,on

into organisation and then sustaining

e &

it through ongoing programmes is the main challenge progressives
face. This is the task history sets, but it also points the way . . .

ot

Students, workers. the p)

The student organisa-

— in the small towns and major
cities, peopic took to the strepts in
protest against the 2nd- class
citizenship to which they weré con-
demned and the deadly manner in
which the powers that be tutned a
dead ear to their demands. Ajt they
got in response was the sound ¢f gun-
fire, the snarling of dogs the
stinging stench of teargas.

As the government struck| back,
organisations and activists wer forced
to take evasive action. Meetings were
impossilbe. The liberty and hives of
activists were in danger. And. in any
event the conflict had snowbailed
way beyond the scale and scope of
any of the cxisting organisations.

Yo organise under these ¢ircum-

tions that were in the forefront of the
struggles of "76 and '77. Saso, Sasm,
and the SSRC did not have in-
frastructure or the resources to cops.
Nor were they originally designed to
cater for such conflicts.

Their terrain was the field of educ-
tion. Their unit of organisation was
the school or university. Their
members were pupils and stud, A

and profits. they found themselves
locked into a downward spiral of

r and p
conflict. Every move they made
seemed to complicate matters further
and they often ended up worse of
than before.

“While the ruling class was busy
marshalling its resources to contain
the sources of grievances and con-
flict, ive activists were doing

nation-wide, violent clash betwgen

of 3
all over the country and the full
repressive might of the Nationalist
government went way beyond their
original objectives and the state of
their organisation at the time.

The resuits were depressing and
tragic. As in the early sixties,
isations and activists were ban-

stances demanded special afnd par-
ticular skills. Black hips had
become war zones where skipmishes
could break out at any rfoment.
Lines of command and comnunica-
tion were almost impossible % main-
.

Yoinvolve everybody in sirpctured,
planned activity would have Been im-
practical. if aot impossible under the

L

ned. and democratic opposition by
the oppressed was obstructed.

But the ruling class’s invest-

ment in repression did not have the
same profitable pay—ofT as in the six-
ties. Instead of five years of peace

the same. but from a radically dif-
ferent perspective. Having leamt
their lessons of the 1970's, organisers
were concentrating on involving peo-
ple at the grassroots level in activities
which took up local issues. They
focussed on issues which people
themselves saw as important and
pressing.

Vogether with this emphasis on par-
ticipation in structures and program-
mes went a new appreciation of the
working class character of the op-
pressed majority and the probiems
that they face as domi d and ex-
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apuartheid alone. but which had as
much. if not more 10 do with the
need to expioit cheap black labour.
And while it was clearly understood
that not every probiem faced by
black peopie could be directly (or
even indirectly) related to the ins and
outs of exploitation) the knowledge
that such links existed lay in the back
of every activists’ mind. As such, that
link between apartheid and exploita-
100, between race and class. could
be drawn out in the course of some
struggles — could be demonstrated
to peopie in action. not just in theory.

Some activists were 0o keen to ex-
plore the underlving class logic 1n
some apartheid issues. They super-
ficially brushed away the probiem of
apartheid and national domination
and crudely pomted to the dynamics
of expioitation at work beneath the
sureuace,

Vheir siacerity and concern
however. in exposing the link, was
not rewarded. instead of galvanising
support and organising opposition
amongst their constituents for the
struggle against capitalist exploita-
tion, they found themseives talking a
language that no one else under-
stood.

The links are not obvious.
Everybody knows about aparthedd. It
dominates our lives. So doecs ex-
ploitation. Every factory and famm
worker. every domestic servant anc
unemployed person resents the long
and hard hours that people must
work for poverty wages. it is only the
link between apartheid and cxpioita-
tion that is unclear.

W Bothu und the heads of com-
merce and Industry have been mak-
ing the link clear however. They state
clearly that they are no longer blindly
defending apartheid but rather the
so-Calted free-enterprise system. The
private sector has stepped in to try
and heip the government solve the
problems created by the apartheid
housing and education systems.

Since 1979, democratic oppusition
hus guined pace rapidly. Organisa-
tions sprang up. took root and grew
Even the arid Free State and
Northern Cape have seen {lowering
of organisations. With the growth of
organisation, and partly as a result of
it. came an increase in action. {930«
81 saw an increasing number of cam-
paigns. demonstrations. boycotts and
strikes.

Mobilisation was at a high pitch.
and it was difficult for the new gras-
sroots groups to consolidate into
organisations. The thousands of peo-
ple who supported particular
struggles tended to disappear as soon
as the pressure was off. and activity
tended to flare up and then die down
rather than grow consistently.

Cnsolidaxing mobilisation into
organisati it

and then
through on-going programmes has
become the main task facing proges-
sive activists in the eighties — onc
that constitutes the comerstone of
any d ic mass 3
Without that stone in place. we can-
not start to build on the struggles we
are currently waging and the vic-
tories we have won,

Consolidation means ¢
It means the building of structures
and defining a division of labour
within and between them. Organisa-
tion means devising a programme to
suit a constituency. recruitment of
members and the training of activists.

ion

It means regular meetings and
educational seminars. There is
blicity, contact with other groups.

ploited ciass. This meant that issues
taken up in a local community,
school or factory were not seent as
problems which arcse out of

p
fundraising and a whole lot more.

This is the task of organisation, It is
organisation that will make our
resistance strong.
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Charter be prohibited for possession.

politically imporant document and the fact th:

have stood the test of time.

&

That short legal phrase by the Publications Appeal Board
(PAB) put the lid on years of controversy about whether one
could lawtully print in South Africa a 4doc.un.|¢nl that many
regard as the country's ‘unofficial congtitution’.

c%n an historic decision catier this year, the PAB overruled a
decision of the Publications Committee that the Freegom

5

By B2 3 R pra
“THE PROH 1B ION as to the possession is therefore not ¢on-

:

fbr Charter’s freedoms

i s in divided about the extent
Despite the decision lawyetes remain div c
to which the Freedom Charter may be p;qmotgd _pubhdy
But there is no argument about its political sngml"nca.noe.
Drawn up in 1955, the Charter remains South Africa’s {ost
at it still enjoys
the attention of the courts 29 years later shows how these words

__until we have

he Board. almost as if to avoid the politics associated with
lhthGhmer. was precise and technical. 1t rejected as irelovant
the fact that the ANC has adopted the Charter. 1t did agcept
the argument of Advocate Gilbert Marcus of the Centre of Ap-
plied ‘Legal Studies thar the Chaner itself contained no
“ygcs, o violence as the means (0 allall i WS
'immsmﬁ'{ﬁg*ﬂ‘fi@ﬂ‘:.nr ;;umu:‘ea: o s
prosecution under the Internal Security Act.’

What does the PAB decision mean? 1n the words of a leader
of the Soweto: Youth Congress (Soyco): “No organisatioh up-
holding the Charter has ever been aﬂ'ectgd by its banning.’

The South African Allied Workers Union (Saawu) general
secretary said: “The earlier banning of the Charter had been
futile. Even if the people could not see it. they still acted ac-
cording to its ideals. | wemese wiG18 WETO Many
Cisassc? pampniets in the townships and speakers who quoted
from it at public ings were g d appl just men-
tioning the words.

One academic has noted that the Charter is ‘far more than a
series of noble sounding phrases. It has acquired a quality and
symbolism that go far beyond its prose.’

He added: ‘Reading between the lines of the Charter, one
reads the history of the last three decades of the liberation
struggle in South Africa.’

The idea for the Charter was first suggested by Z K Mathews,
Caps president of the ANC, at a provincial conference of the
organisation in 1953,

Early the following year, members of the ANC met three
other organisations — the Congress of Democrats, the Sputh
African Indian Congress and the South African Coloured Peo-
ples Organisation to plan a national convention.

They decided upon a three-phase plan that would end with
adoption of the Freedom Charter.

the first phase would be the formation of councils in ¢ach

gy gy MY T
BT el

. g . nds of
vince. The next would be the recruitment of thousa,
?;r’eedom Volunteers' who would go out and collect the de-
mands of the people. to be incorporated into the Charter.

Later that vear. ANC President, Albert Luthuli called for 50

000 vorunteers to help with the campaign.
id

Finally delegates would be sent from cach arca and wou
then meet to decide which demands would be incorporated
into the Charter. B
, Lbe Mot Prevadif Valunicers. Travelling country-wide,
even to obscure rural areas, they went to people and asked:
“What is your idea of being free?

They received many repiies. of course, including one from a
man who said his idea of being free was to have ten wives.

I'he Natal reported being over d by the
response, with demands coming in on scraps of note book
paper. or scribbled on the back of Congress pamphiets.

Once the demands had been received from all over, various
sub- commitices sorted them out and categorised them. after
which a drafting committee prepared a document for the
Congress of the People.

On June 26 1955, 3000 delegates met on an athletics field in
Kliptown, a hip outside Joh burg.

For three days delegates discussed the Charter with each

hel

B S il AN T
DWW St

Lo g A B N e D
I ki s T, LR RIS

those present.

. . inued
The police eventually withdrew and the Congress continue:
undau:x::ﬁ to adopt the remaining clauses of the Charter.

Rev M Xundu. many years later described how he, as an
ANC Youth League delegate. feit at the time:

“After discussions were held and the Charter drawn up, it was
read out to everybody. The joy there was as if a baby had been
born.’

Fhe Charter was not forgotten by the authorities. The raid on
the Congress of the People was a pretude to the marathon
Vreason Trial of the 50's which saw the eventual release of ail
the accused.

the Charter became a central issue in the trial with the
prosecution arguing that the aims of the Charter couid not be
realised without violence.

This argument proved unsuccessful in the court room, but
what was clear at the time, was that the aims of the Charter
could not be achieved in the existing South African order, and
profound changes would have to occur before they were
realised.

A year later. in 1956, the ANC adopted the Freedom Charter
as its official policy.
After the banning of the ANC and PAC in 1960 and the in-

clause read aloud. and its approval lished after appl
from the delegates.

Watching the proceedings was a large group of policemen
who, eventually, unabie to resist the temptation to put their
mark on such un historical gathering, moved in on the meeting
and confiscated documents and took down the names of ail

tense state repression in the 60's, the Charter moved out of the
public limelight inside South Africa.

In the late 70's, interest in the Charter was reborn with the
rebirth of a nationwide democratic movement.

The re-emergence of the Natal indian Congress as a political
force was especially symbolic from the point of view of the

g <

Wae, the People of South Africa, declare
for ail our country and the world to
know:

that South Africa beiongs to ail who
five in it, biack and white, and that no
government can justly cleim suthority
unisss it is based on the will of all the
people;

that our peopie have been rabbed of
their birthright to land, liberty and
peace by a form of government
founded on Injustice snd ineq

that our country will never be
prosperous or free until sil our people
live In brotherhood, enjoying equal
rights and opportunities;

that only a democratic state, based on
the will of all the people, can secure to
sl their birthright without distinction of
colour, recs, sex or belief;

And therefore, we, the people of South

1w

Africa, black snd white together —
equals, countrymen and brothers —
adopt this Freedom Charter. And we
pledge ourseives to strive together,
sparing neither strength nor courasge,
until the democratic changes hers set
out have been won.

THE PEOPLE SHALL GOVERN!

Every man pnd waman shall have the right to vote for
and to stand ae & candidate for el bodies which make
laws:

Alt paople shall be entitied to ke pert in the sd-
ministragon of the country;

Tha rights 4f the people shail be the samae, regardisss
of racs. colpur or sex;

All bodies of minority rule, advisory boards, councits
and autharities shail be replaced Dy democratic organs
of seif- government.

ALL NATIONAL GROUPS
SHALL HAVE EQUAL RIGHTSI

Thers shaii be equal stetus in the bodies of state, in the
courts and i the schoais for sll nationsl groups and

racen:

All peoois shali have equsi right 10 use their own
ianguages, and to develop their own folk cuiture and
customs;
Al national groups shalt be protectsd by law against
insuits to their race and nationai pride;

The preaching snd practice of national, race or colour
digcrimination snd contsmot shall be a punishadis
crima;

AH apartheid laws @nd oractices shail be set aside.

THE PEOPLE SHALL SHARE IN
THE COUNTRY'S WEALTH!

The national wesith of our country, the heritage of ait
South Africans. shall ba restored 10 the peopis;

The minersl waealth benesth the 30i, the banks snd
monapoly industry shall bs transtferred to the
awnership of the people as 8 whole:

AH other industry snd trade shall be controiled to assist
the weli-being of the peopie:

All people shsli heve squsi rights 10 trade where they
choose. to manufacture and to enter all trades, crafts
and orofsssiona.

THE LAND SHALL BE SHARED
AMONG THOSE WHO WORK

The Freedom

17!

Rastnctions of land ownaership on a racial basis shait
be ended. and ali the (and redivided smongst those
who work it, to Danish famine and lsnd hunger:

Tha state shall help the peassnts with implemants,
seed. tractors and dems 1o save the soil and to sssist
the tillers;

Fresdom of mavement shall be guarsnteed to all who
work on the land:

Ali shail have the right ta occupy land whecsver they
choose:

People shail not be robbed of their cattle, and forced
fabour and farm prisons shell be sbolished.

ALL SHALL BE EQUAL BEFORE
THE LAWI

No one shail be impri lop or

without a fair trial;

No one shail be tondemned by the order of any
governmant officisl;

The courts shall be representative of sil the peopie:
tmprisonment shail be only for serious crimes sgainst
the peopls, and shall aim ar re-education, not
vengeance;

The police force and army shall be open 1o sil on an

g
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Charter as the NIC had been associated with it since the 50"
and it once again placed the Charter on the agenda of popular
political debate.

Newly emerging organisations like Cosas, Azaso and the
Refease Mandela C i began publicly to articulate
Charter demands. This returned the Charter to the significance
it had had in the 50’s. So much so, that the Charter aimost
became a kind of test for identifying opposition groupings.
Ideological differences began t0 be distinguished between those
who supported and those who were against the Charter.

Today, those organisations that adhere to the Charter are
commonly called Charterists.

NIC leader George Sewpersadh said the Charter was like &
compass: “The Charter is stll as reievant 1o us today as it was in
1955 — it tells us where we «ill have to go.’

What makes the Charter still reicvant today is that all its de-
mands have yet to be met. in fact, the present situation is pos-
sibly worse than at the time it was drawn up.

Whereas in 1955, 14 of the worst apartheid laws were singled
out for attention at the Congress of the People, 29 years later
almost all these laws remain and many others have been added.

The 14 laws which the Congress of the People opposed when
they drew up the Charter were:

@ The Population Registration Act (1950) which classifies peo-

ple according to race.

@ Ihe Group Areas Act (1950) which creates racial segregation

and restricts ownership of property on the grounds of race.

®The Natives (Urban Areas) Consolidated Act (1945) —~ the

cornerstone of the influx controt system.

®The Native (Abolition of Passes and Co-ordination of

Documents) Act (1952) is still the basic pass law prescribing

that every Black person over the age of 16 must carry a
d on d 4

reference d to be prod

@The Native Laws Amendment Act (1952), later the Native
Administration Act, authorising the Governor-General to
order a tribe or group of peopie to withdraw from a place and
not to return there without permission.

@®The Suppression of Communism Act (1950) enabling the
Minister of Justice to ban, banish and outlaw people and
organisations deemed to be furthering the aims and objectives
of communism.

@The Reservation of Separate Amenities Act (1953) provided
that separate amenities need not be the same as those set aside
for ‘the other race’.

@ The Criminal Law Amendment Act (1953) was a Government
resp to the ions of any law when they occurred
by way of protest.

®The Bantu Education Act (1953) required all schools to be
registered. Registration could be refused at the discretion of the
Minister of Native Affairs. it marked the enforcement of in-
ferior education for Blacks.

®The Separate Representation of Voters Act (1951) was the
first step in the removal of Coloureds from the Yoters Roli.

“The Charter is

sy

the written e, 25
embodiment of § . #~%
the people’s ’ '
aspirations.
Whether it has
been banned or A
not is irrelevant

Charter says will
remain until we
win our liberty’ —
delegate to the
Congress of the
People

@ I'he Prohibiti Act (1949) p
magriages b *Europ and Europeans’.

@®The Immorality Amendment Act (1950) prohibited sex
between ‘Europeans and non-Europeans’.

@ 'he Native Labour (Settlement of Disputes) Act (1953) ab-
solytely prohibited all strikes,

@ 'he Native Land Act (1913) together with The Native Trust
and Land Act (1936) which set aside i3, of the land for
Africans.

The demands of the Charter have cropped up wherever pop-
ula# struggles have taken place.

A community organiser said recently: ‘There isn't a rents
struggle that takes place these days without a banner in front of
the hall demanding that there shall be housing, security and
comfort for all.”

What the law decided or is still to decide about the Charter is
of less importance than what it means to those who stand by it.

18 the words of onc delegate to the Congress of the People:

. ‘The Charter is the written embodiment of the people's
aspirations. Whether at one time or another in our history the
dodqument has been allowed or disallowed is ultimately irrele-
vant because the fact that the people’s aspirations as articulated
by the Charter will remain until we win our liberty.”

of Mixed M

d all |
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Charter says

#quai besis and sheil be the heipers and protectors of
the people:

All laws which discriminste on grounds of race. colour
or belief shail be reoe

aled.
ALL SHMALL ENJOY HUMAN
RIGHTS!

The law shaii guarantee 10 s ther right to speak, to
organise. t0 maet together, to publish, to preach. to
worship and to educats their children:

The privecy of the houss from police raids shall be
pratected by law:

All shall be free to Uavel without restriction from
countryside to town, from province to province snd
from South Africa sbroad:

Pass Laws, permits and ali other laws restricting these
freedoms shail be sbolished.

THERE SHALL BE WORK AND
SECURITY!

Ail who work shail be fres to form trade unions, 0
siect thair officers and to make wage agresments with
their empioyers;

The state shail recognise the right and duty of all to
work, and to draw full unempioyment benefits:

Men and women of all races shail receive equal pay for

squal work;

Thers shail be a forty-hour working week, & nationsl
minimum wage, paid snrwal isave, and sick leave for
#l) workers, and matemity leave on fuil pey for ail
working mothers:

Miners, domestic workers, farm workers and civil ser-
vants shail have the same rights as sil athers wha
work;

Child Isbour, compound labows, the 1ot system and
contract labour shall be pbolished.

THE DOORS OF LEARING
SHALL BE OPENED!

The gavernmaent shail dis¢over, develop and encoursge
nationai talent for the enitancemaent of our cuitural life;
All the cuitursi treasurss of mankind shall be apen to
ail. by fres sxchange of books, ideas and contact with
other lands;

The sim of aducstion sheill be to teach the youth to
love their pecpis and their culture, ta hanour human
brotharhood, liberty and |peace:

€ducation shall be fres} compuisory, universst and
equai for aif children;
Higher education and |technical training shaill be
opened to all by means of state allowances and
scholarships awarded on the basis of maerit;

Adult illiterscy shail be snded by a mass state sduca-
ton pian:

Teschers shait have ail the rights of other citizens:
Tha colour bar in cultural tife, in sport and in education
shail be abolished. i

THERE SHALL BE HOUSES,
SECURITY AND COMFORT!

All peopie shall have the right to live where they
choose. to be decently housed, and to bring up their
familles in comfort end security;

Unused housing spacs to ba made aveilsble to the
peogie;

Rent and prices shail be lowsered, food piantiful snd no~
one shail go hungry:

A preventive hesith scheme shall be run by the state;

Free madicsi care and hospitaiisstion shail be provided
for all. with special care for mothers and young
children;

Slums shalt be demolished. and new suburbs buiit
whers sll have transport. roads, lighting, playing fisida,
craches and social centres;

The aged, the orphans. the disabled and the sick shall
be cared for by the state

Rest, loisure and racreation shail be the right of sil:

Fenced locations and ghettoes shail be aboiished snd
laws which break up familiss shail. be repesied.
THERE SHALL BE PEACE AND
FRIENDSHIP!

South Africa shail be & fully independent state. which
respecta the rights and soversignty of sil nations:
South Africa shail strive to maintain world peace and
the settlement of il interational diaputss by negotis-
tion — not war;

Psace and friendship amongst aii our peopie shail be
secured by upholding the squal rights, opportunities
and status of ail;

The right of ail peoples of Africa to independence snd
saif- government shal be recognised, and shail be the
basis of clase co-operation.

Lst all who love their psople and their
country say, &s we ssy here: ‘These
freedoms we will fight for, side by side,

throughout our lives, untii we have
won our liberty.”

o S ;
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Q:How do you feel about your
release from prison?

A5 am teciing very strong. and my
i ion has just d my
faith to work harder for the liberation
of Namibia so that one day we will be
in a free Namibia,

Q:o0 you fear re-arrest?

Alnocaat if they are thinking of
re-arresung me. that is no problem.

QHow did you feel when you
were told you were to be reteased?

Azl s oo happy. | told them 1
did not want to be released because |
still have four years to go. Besides
that | have people to lead. They are
following me and I'm not happy to
|eave them behind. it would be better
for me to stay in prison and let my
comrades go. They said they couldn't
do anything because my release had
been signed. My mother and sister
were there and they agreed with me.
My mother said | must stay in, not
leave my comrades behind. But they

WITH JUST four years of his 20 year
prison sentence to go. Swapo
founder Hermnan Toivo ja Toivo was
released from Robben Island carly
this month.

But loivo, one of 30 Swapo
members convicted in January 1968
under the specially introduced
Terrorism Act. did not want to leave
the tsland without his comrades.

*| was not happy. | told them | did
not want to be reicased because | still
have four years to go. It would be
better for me to stay in prison and let
my comrades go.” he said in an inter-
view with Saspu National recently.

Swapo was originallv founded as

Fanaiibiveas UM, LG

Toivo {a Toivo speaks 1o Nicco Bessinger (left) snxt Hendrik Witbooi (righ

In his own words . ..

t), both Swapo members in Namibia.

Unbowed by 16 years on Robben Island, the Namibian
leader gl‘vl"s his views on the future of his country, the
war in Angola and the Matanzima bid 1o free Mandela

could do *olhing — the
Administrator-Ceneral had signed
my release.

Q.2 what do you think the South
African government is hoping to
achieve with your release? Do you
think they are haping you will change
political colour?|

A rha s my suspicion. | think it
was motivated ‘by this Muluparty
Conference. And | think the
Americans are behind all these
movements, like the disengagement
in Angola, because of the elections in
November. Theiy foreign policy has
failed in Lebanon. in the Middie
East, in Southl America and in
Central America. 1 think they are
now trying to dg something here so
they can get the ¢redit for that. which
can be used as & winning card for
Reagan.

the Ovambo Pgoples Organisation

{QPOQ) in 1958 when Toivo, who had

worked as a clerk on the Reef Gold
Mines, as a South African policeman
and in a Cape Town grocery store,
united with other Namibian migrant
workers and students in an effort to
destroy the conttact labour system.

Eight years after Swapo's formation
Toivo was convicted by a Pretoria
judge for pnm'cirning in a piot to
overthrow the government of
Namibia (SWA) jnd replace it with a
Swupo government.

Q:meusis desperatcly trying to
get some sort of settlement going in
Namibia. How is their presence af-
fecting Namibian politics?

A IThe cole the USA has played
with their so-called constructive
engagement has messed up
everything. The Reagan Administra-
tion is only concerned with their own
interests. They are not concerned
about the interests of the oppressed
people in South Africa and Namibia.

O.:Why do you think France
withdrew from the Western Contact
Group?

A 2if you were in their position,
what would you do? Things have
been going on for years and years,
and all the time objections crop up.
They had no choice but to pull out.

Previously he spent |0 years under
house arrest in his birthpiace of
Ovamboland after smuggling a taped
message inside a copy of ‘Gullivers
Travely' to the United Nations in
1958. The message contained details
of alleged South African repression
in Namibia,

By that time. QPO had wide sup-
port in Namibia. Sam Nujoma
became its leader in (959 and within
a year the movement became a mas-
sive organisation supported by con-
tract workers' compounds in the

Q :Given the US position on an
intemal settlement, do you think that
Namibia is any closer to in-
dependence now?

A 2we were closer in 1977 (when
Resolution 435 was passed) than we
are now. The US has been supporting
South Africa at the same time as be-
ing @ member of the contact group.
They cannot play 2 mediator’s role
when they are siding with our
enemies. If they drop the demand for
the withdrawal of the Cuban troops
then the contact group could start
playing its mediator role.

Q2 Whas is your view of the Cuban
troop issue?

A:The Cubans were called in by
the Angolan government because the
MPLA was being attacked by South
Africa and the Unita bandits which

mines and citics.

In December 1959. OPO, the
Herero Council and the South West
Alrica National Union (Swanu)
organised a massive campaign
against the forced removal of 30 000
Windhoek people to Katatura. OPO
then became Swapo and the
organisation became a national
rather than regional party. That year
Nujoma left the country after being
sent back to Ovamboland under
police guard.

At its first National Congress in

are surrogates of South Africa. South
Africa is a big power in Southern
Africa. Angola had the right to cali in
the Cubans to help defend them.

Q:how do you think Swapo will
react to an agrecment between
Angola and South Africa?

Aime agreement has nothing to
do with Swapo. It is an agreement
between Angola and South Africa.
The ceasefire is between those two
countries. Swapo will keep on
fighting. 1t is fighting in Namibia. not
Angola, and the agreement doesn’t
cover this,

QL Does this mean that Swapo will
not recognise an agreement?

Az win guerilla struggle we can
still have a meeting. If the negotia-
tions fail, we can go on fighting. The

The years of pain: A brief history of S

1961 Swapo decided to prepare for
armed struggle after its unsuccessful
diplomatic efforts at the United Na-
tions. 1'he first 200 volunteers went to
Egypt for military training in 1962,

The following year South West
African authorities banned Swapo
from publicly campaigning — but it
continued to do so in underground
cells.

So the first gueriila operation began

in 1966. Soon afterwards, the South
Africans arrested 27 guerillas and 10
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The face of a
. leader: 16 years

. J in a South African
jail has not changed
Toivo's resolve to tight for
1e liberation of Namibia

n people are bitter towards
th African government. We
have been long free. but
of the delaying tactics of
frica. we are still not free.
and for Cuban withdrawal is
1ese tactics. If this one fails,
e Cubans are withdrawn,
1d another tactic. They are
yecause they don't want to
h Namibia. They know
ill win, and they don't want
> be in power in Namibia.

at are your views on the
ay Conference?

is just an attempt to have a
‘a-lype government.

it will your attitude be to
Jelegation from the MPC?

sre | was released Andreas

\po

‘ne of whom was Toivo.
3h the prosecuuon did not
‘at he was involved in
g guerillas, loivo was
to 20 years on Robben

was then forced to operate
nal liberation movement in
1gh it continued to operate
political party in Namibia.
Jrward to meeting my com-
A those who | have never
those i haven't seen for a
* Toivo said recently,

O ¥ -
Tonvo ja Toivo wm: UDF publlcl

P

ucutary Pnﬂck Lekota and Transv

aat ucukary v;m Moh-mmod atJan Smuts Aupon

on Swapo, Angola, Mandela

Shipanga of Swapo Democrats came
10 see me. He stood up. and came
towards me, and | turned my back. It
was not only because of his associa-
tion with the MPC that made me do
that. He was with us, and he feft us. If
he is an enemy of Swapo, he can't be
a friend of mine. They asked me if |
wanted o see Moses Katjiongua, 1
said no.

Qi what other wisitors did you
have in Windhoek Central?

A Cotonel Sarel Strydom, head of
the Security Police. came to see me.
He asked me whether { wanted to
stay in Windhoek. ! said, when you
open the gates and say go. | will find
my way. | will go and stay anywhere
in Namibia. it is not any of this
gentleman’s business where | am go-
ing to stay.

Q:How were you treated on
Robben Island?

A: Badly. very badly. It improved a
bit after 1972 when the international
Red Cross were allowed to see us,
but it was still bad. | was beaten up
by warders twice. Doctors there are
just the same as prison warders. it is
unethical.

O-:How did you pass the time over
16 years?

A_: We lived from day to day, not
further. | refused to accept classifica-
tion so 1 remained a D-Group
prisoner with very few privileges at
all. The groups. to my mind, are
designed to use the common-law
prisoners against the others

Q2 vou were in a section umil the
end of 1982 with Nelson Mandel

L o i B S L

Trem

w2 /sw-:_

TMvo address apress canlennce the dny after his release. On the Ioﬂ.
a bouquet sent to him by the United Democratic Front.

A. They are stili very sirong and
lhey are determined in the struggle to
liberate South Africa. | endorse the

for the unconditionai release of
Msndela. | call for his release
provided he can go and live where he
lik

n Friday 24 February the jailer

ed Dr Mbeki and told him that
Matanzima wanted to visit him, and
wanted to know from Dr Mbeki
whether he was prepared to accept
the visit. He refused. and went back
to his section. Subsequently he was
called again and toid that he should
pu this in writing. which he did.
that we heard that Matanzima

Walter Sisulu. Govan Mbeki and
Ahmed Kathrada. Can you say
anything about them?

was d Mandela’s release. In
my' personal vmw | think this is
andther South African trick. They
don’t want to do this on their own.

They know that once they tell
Mandela that they are going to
release him and that he must go to
Franskei. Mandela is going to refuse.
$0 to get out of the jam the South
African government is using Matan-
zima. If Mandeia rejects this, they
can wash their hands of him and say,
well, the man has been offered sanc-
tuary by Transkei, what can we do?
T'here were no conditions attached
to my reicase: no parole, nothing.

Q:wnen you were on the Island
and a major policy decision had 1o be
taken, like whether to accept a visit
from internal Namibian politicians,
did you manage to discusy it
democratically with your Namibian
comrades?

A:Almouah we were not in the

same section, and communication is
not easy. still. that is how we did it.

Q orhere is speculation that you
will make a bid for the leadership of
Swapo. and people are saying that
your release could split Swapo. Can
you comment?

A s their right to say so, but |
can tell you it will remain one Swapo.
As far as | am concerned. we in
Swapo have no problems. We are 2
big family. it does not matter who is
leading us. positions are not impor-
tant. So long as we think that this is
the man who shouid lead us. that is
fine, and that is the case with the
leadership now.

1 am very happy to be meeting Sam
Nujoma_ It will be the first time | wiil
have met him. | look forward to
meeting my comrades. both those
who |'ve never met and those who |
haven't seen for a long time.

Q:aneris years on the island. do
you have a message for the people of
Namibia?

A: My message is this. The people
of Namibia must stand together, we
must not be shifted by anybody, not
by the Multi-Party Conference, not
by South Africa. not by Reagan,
nobody. We must know that it is only
(United Nations) Resolution 435 that
can lead this country to true in-
dependence.

Qzand what is your immediate
aim?

A:As far as | am concerned. my
mission is to help liberate Namibia.
but even if Namibia is free, free from
the oppressive South African govern-
ment, free from Apartheid. we can-
not be free as long as our brothers
and sisters in South Africa are living
under the oppression of the
Apartheid regime. it will aiso be our
duty to help where we can to help
our brothers and sisters in South
Africa to become free.

uuuuuuummuuummummuuuuuumuuumuuuuumuuummmuuwmwmuluulu|uuuu|uummuumumumn.uu'
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The SADF in Angoia — the facts heard in South Africa are being
questioned.

CARREEL ST fopg ekt

ObsUD
condemns

Angolan
invasion

A RECENT meeting in Cape Town
cailed on South Africa to with

ANGOLA

WHEN PRIME Minister P W Botha
told the world that South Africa was
disengaging’ its forces in southern
Angola, US President Ronaid
Reagan hailed the move as a ‘major
breakthrough’. But South Africa has
slways denisd having any troops in
Angola. They were now going to
pull back armies which had obvious-
ly besn permanentty in Angola since
st least 1981,

For the people of Angols ‘disengage-
ment’ does nat necessarily mean the South
African troops will leave — oniy that the

SASPU NATIONAL
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fighting will stop for a while. M hil
Unita, backed by South Africa, continues
fts activities.

In the past few weeks. Mozambique has
been forced into a ‘non- aggression’ pact
which seems to favour South Africa heavily:
Herman loivo Ja Toivo has been released.
and SWAPO. only one month after the SADF
Operation Askari (which the SADF claim
‘wiped out’ Swapo bases), has infiltrated
almost {000 guerillas into Nambia. At the same
time. reports are filtering through of massive
Angolan popular resistance to Unita and
decisive Unita losses.

In October last year the MPLA government
released a White Paper on South African aggression
on Angotan soil.

I he paper aileged that ‘since March 1976 there
had been continuous aggression against Angola.
I'his took the form of air space violations, bombing
ras, incursions of heliborne troops. acts of
provocation. infantry troops supported by ar-
moured units, artilery shelling. mine laying in fields.
on bridges und highways, and the looting and
destruction of varied materials and means of
production.’

{n July 1981, the South African army launched an
invasion. Operation Protea. into the Southem
Angotan province of Cunene. Towns and villages
fell and the invaders set up a command post at
Mulemba. The Angolan deft ministry d
that 11 00D South African soldiers were involved.
Ihe equipment used included Mirage and Impala
aircraft, M4l and Centurion tanks, and AML-90.
berret. Sdracen and Ratel armoured cars. South
Affican reconnaissance pianes often penetrated as
deep as JOU km into Angolan airspace.

1he South African ground forces were eventually
haited by Angolan forces (FAPLA) at Cahama. The
front line stabilised a few kilometres south of the
town. But the South African invasion had prepared
the ground for Unita — as soon as the SADF pulied
back. Unita units moved in.

Unita groups sct out from two areas — the
Chitado/CuvelayNamacunde tnangle in Cunene
{reported still to be occupied by the South African
army). and from parts of the vast south-castern
province of Kuando Kubango which borders on
Namibia and Zambia. in early (982, these large
Unita detachments were instructed to strengthen
the dispersed bands operating in the proviaces
north of Cunene and Kuando Kubango and create
Unita "buses’.

On November 30. 1981. a South African com-
mando unit allegedly attempted to blow up the
Luanda oit refinery. At the same time reguiar South

g T
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Caco camaign
to fight conscription

Perez de Cuellar, UN General Secretary:
Hendrik Witbooi; Swapo official
African forces uttacked Menongue. the capital of

Kuando Kubango. .

I he South African attack on Mononque failed.
but the Angolan authorities believe that these two
raids, and the large scale movement of Unita groups
northwards, signalled the start of a new campaign.
Jogether with large scale support for Unita's
military actions. South Africa and the United States
started 3 ive pro-Unita propaganda offensive.
Unita, rding 1o this propaganda, was a power-
ful. popular military force which would soon bring
the Angolan government ‘o its knees'.

Whatever activity Unita was able to indulge in was
exaggerated and ‘accidents’ were claimed to be the
work of Unita activists.

On November 8. 1983. a Boeing 737 of the
Angolan national airline. TAAG, crashed on take
off in the southern city of Lubengo, killing 125 peo-
ple. inquiries showed the disaster to have been
caused by pilot error. But Unita claimed that the
Boeing had been brought down by a missile fired by
4 Unita group which penetrated to within 2 km of
the Lubango airport runway.

A few weeks later an apartment block in Luanda
burnt down when chemical products stored on the
ground floor caught fire. The Luanda fire brigade
was unabie to bring the blaze under control. The
building was on the corner of Karl Marx and
Viadimir Lenin Avenues and for Unita, this sym-
bolism was too good to ignore. They claimed that
they Rad placed an incendiary device in the
building.

At the same time. Unita’s modest successes in the
dizamond rich provinces of Luanda-Norta, and the
pressure which they were able to place on Huambo.
Angola’s second largest ity — have been reported
in the Western media as a major success story.
Unita was reported to be driving northwards to join
up with Holden Roberto’s FNLA., based in western
Laire.

However. reliable reports from Angola say that
Angolan government forces began a major counter-
offensive in December (982 and inflicted, by
Unitas agmissi serious lties on the in-

Unita's holds’ — often no more
than some villages held captive by 50 - 60 soldiers —
were rapidly eliminated and Unita resorted to the
tactics which it has been using since 1975 —
'scorched earth’ retreats (burning everything behind
them) and then splitting up into small groups.

he counter-offensive gained strength in mid-1983
in Mulange province. Malange is Angola’s richest
agricuitural area. Unita was clearly attempting to
disrupt food production and add to the aiready dif-
ficult conditions caused by the drought. Malange is

from Angola and Namibia, reiease
the founder of Swapo Herman Toive
Ja Toivo, end conscription and in the
words of one speaker, ‘wage peace’.
Ihree hundred people attended a
meeting called by a iocal committee
of the United Democratic Front to
protest against the SADF's *Opera-
tion Askari’ invasion of Angola.
Statements condemning the
SADF's actions were made by the
Black Sash. the Conscientious Objec-
tors Support Group. the United
Women's Organisation. and the Cape
Youth Congress. The statements
condemned not only the "illegal and
abhorrent occupation of Angola’ but
150 the ‘violence perpetrated against
millions of South Alricans within our

" Mike Evans: ‘Dissatistaction with SADF action in Angola on the increase’

borders.”

Jhe main spcakers were Prof Mike
Savage of the UCT Sociology
Depantment and Mike Evans. from
the Observatory Atea Committee.

Savage focussed on the militarisa-
tion of South African society and on
South Africa’s atternpts to destabilise
its neighbours.

He said: "I'he cutlian death toil in
these neighbouring states as a result
of South African 4ctions. or South
Alrican sponsored actions, far ex-
ceeds the total deuths attributed to
any actions by the military wing of
the ANC, and it is patent nonsense
tor the South African state to issue
claims that it is not following a

systematic destabilisation program-
me.
“It is purveying death and destruc-

tion on a wide scale in Southern -

Africa and engaging in the very
terrorism it so vocally decries.”
Evans focussed on Operation
Askari, the reasons for the invasion.
4nd on the SADF’s attempts to con-
ceal the truth. He said Askari in-
dicates several trends: the increasing
use of conventional military tactics,
the decision to engage Angolan and
Cuban forces rather than just Swapo
and the increasing public dissatistac-
tion with the SADF's action in
Angola. o retlected in both the
English and Alrikaans media.

THE CAPE Youth Congress (Cayco)
has declared that its members will
not allow themseives 10 be called up
to serve in the South African
Defence Force, and has formed a

committee to participate in the cam-
paign against conscription.

This follows announcements made
last year by the government and the
coloured Labour Party that the call
up will soon be extended to so-called
coloureds and [ndians.

The United Democratic Front
(UDF) has cpndemned this move
and has said it would take up the is-
sue as one of its campaigns this year.

Cayco held a focus on conscription
in D ber, where approxi )
300 representatives from Cayco
branches discussed the role of the
SADF in upholding the apartheid
system.

I'hey agreed that the SADF was
fighting a civil war against the youth

who left South Affrica in the wake of
the 1976 uprising.

Speakers at the focus spoke of the
destruction which the SADF was
spreading throughout Southern
Africa. ‘Countries such as Angola,
which South Africa sees as a threat,
are altacked by the SADF, the
rationale being that they provide
military support for guerillas,’ said
one speaker.

Another speaker said the SADF at-
tempted to conscript people in
Namibia in 1981 resuiting in a mas-
sive exodus of the youth. *As a result
they were forced to halt their con-
scription plans.’ he said.

Cayco has more recently held a
workshop on conscription for all its
branches. I'he workshop made short-
term plans to educate people about
the conscription issue. It aiso for-
mulated guidelines for taking up the
anti-conscription campaign and in-
volving all organisations in this.
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one of Angola's most successful

' Angola examples of co-
openu.nye farming — thousands of Angolans work
o:‘ _Major agro-industrial projects. Foregn jour-
nalists descnbed morale and enthusiasm on the

[ v i ;

e e e e s
Angol y peniencing in making
ngola seif-sufficient. MPLA support has b,
strong in thi i . een

g in this province since the 60s,

uyl Bﬁe°°&“‘5!3’!f.in.s§ve.m Malange was organised
Councils (CMRs). These are small units consisung
of @ Regional Political Commissar. and one other
and are directly responsible 1o the Angolan Presi-
dent. Jose Eduardo dos Santos (who is aiso
FAPLA's commander-inchief). The ninth CMR
covers Malunge and Kwanza-Norte provinces. The
speed of its operations surprised even some
members of the Angolan government. The FAPLA
units under its control were soon engaging Unita,
and forced them into a widespread retreat.

In October. the Ninth CMR concentrated its
operations in Kwanza- Sul. fiberating Mussende
from Unita occupation. Once Untta had been
flushed oul, people who had taken refuge in the
bush during the occupation retumed to Mussende.
I he scene. witnessed by Angolan and foreizn jour-
nalists. was desolate. Unita had burnt hundreds of
tons of cotion, and had destroyed all the shops.

An arms cache uncovered in Mussende was

INSEPY EMBER last year an unlike-
ly coalition of internal Namibian
political parties calling themselves
the Multi Party Conference (MPC)
began meeting in Windhoek.

Nobody paid much attention to
them.

SA dreams up dnother

described by ug Angolan offical as being of §

L 15

urrilbelievuble‘ sied. “clearly of Western origin’. Unita
g_dsoners tuken Wt Mussende said  many groups
xh,emn:(h v»o‘_rr_v :rou( taking their weaponry wath

€N lorced Lo retreut. since they knew where

to find more.
) In mewlu.il_mree months of {983, the Fapla
unter Aotched up h h

the centre of the pountry. Unita was driven from j
Position wt Andulp in Bie, Large areas o: glr:g':el::
l;-:‘.'qvmce were deared in eurly December, with
n:t".::susnenng heavy losses. '
outh African and Weste i

playefi down these setbacks. The Ar:géra:d Igawh:r‘rze
Tﬂ\‘\x/ s‘amlude his always been. as one ofticial put
1 g hat happen: on the ground is more important
than what 2ppeass in the press.”

While Umq IS DO a military threat to the MPLA
g\c:;emfnem. it B threatening 10 undermine the
;\ ,LA s educutign, health and agricultural projects.

S 40 Angolan ¢fficia| pointed out in 1976, when
national reconsirliction was just beginning :during
ll.le war (ugyn;l the Portuguesc) we learnt .thal Yyou
rc:sr;;t;(serr::bg:t_er the masses without & concrete

gy uel ' imMediate needs...

In the educatidn field, m ‘

] . more than 200 000 adylts
euch year have become literate. Schools have been
Set up in thousands of dreas and these have b,

A

U o e

s Y

Ur}itu‘s favourite) targets,
] Yo counter U ita, people's militias were form
E::essn?g':ut of lie. Ml_’g_f\ pre-1975 guerilla sxrue:
g 1€ people’s militia is made up of voluntary | 3
cadres. who devdte a few hours a week to mainain-
ing ad hoc ‘hort:g hguards'. Political and military
, high prioriti iiti .
sttuated in the t:omextp of zhe: c:':mlr:‘r:::::? tha:;
fs_ervt The lReg"l!al Mititary Councils. made up
fom peopie’s militias, are tor defence only.
ro:vtore_x.hu_n ! 000 A{lgo!ap have volunteered
service in lh’ peoples’ militias, many of which
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g

mahilize 3 .
tant sabm?g;mx"%'mjt\mﬁn“ﬁo'o'ﬁs' operate in
Angola. According to South Africa and the U S.
these troops are the biggest single threal o peace
But in 1975, aif but 10 percent of the 350 000 white
colonialists fed the country. taking with them what
they could: twokthirds of the nation’s trucks were
destroyed. all pijlans for public works (power stations
and water wo#;) were defiberately shredded and
teachers even went ofl’ with school records. This
destruction. added to that caused by a !S-year
liberation war.: put a severe strain on the MPLA
govermment: mhny of the Cuban “troops’ are in fact
teachers, administrators. doctors. dentists,
agricultural dxperts. veterinary surgeons and
engineers. Evén those in Angola in a military
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cupacity are mostly instructors and strategists.
Angola’s popular militias and Fapia need training

i
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er pipedream

But by carly 1984, it had become
clear that great things were planned
tor the MPC by the Botha govern-
meat.

On January 13, P W Botha spoke of
them in glowing terms in parliament.

This wus soon after leaders of the
six parties had own to Cape Jown
tor discussions with the two Bothas.
Pik and P W, and U S undersecretary
of state for Atrica. Chester Crocker.

DTA head Dirk Mudge:
back into SA's favour

Namibia Christian
Democrat Hans R&hr

alition to keep Swapo at bay

Prime mover behind MPC
Andreas Shipanga

the MPC. P W announced. duning
the no-confidence debate. had auc-
cepted the chailenge of working
towards a political and constitutional
dispensation acceptabie to the Nami-
bian people.

Roughly transiated. the MPC had
agreed to form an anti-Swapo (ront
and actively work with South Africa
in fighting off Swapo

The statements sounded rather like
a pipedream. As any observer of
Namibia will point out. challenging
Swapo in an election woukd be risky.

Prime movers behind the MPC

were Moses Kaljiudngua and
Andreas Shipanga. Katjisongua is a
former maoist who has tgrned into a

moderate social dempcrat. and
whose party. the South ?Wcl Africa
National Union. has b¢en split by
radical opposition to his watered
down programmes of agtion.
Ship was a foundi g

of Swupo, impnsoned in Zumbia by
Swapo in 1978 for revlsionism. and
later expelled from the party. Having
fended ofl several atterhpts by South
Alricd to buy his allegignce, it 15 now
an open secret that all his funds have
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dnied up und he needs money — fast.
Y hen there is the 11-party alliance

of the UDemocratic lurnhalie
Alliance. led by Dirk Mudge. the
DIA hus been in the forefront of
every bandwagon ever got on the
road by South Africa in an attempt to
form un anti-Swapo alliance.

Although he tell from favour with
South Africa ut the end of 1982,
Mudge and the DIA scem 10 be
creeping buck into favour.

His funds come mainly from con-
servative West German foundutions
and from Franz Joseph Strauss’

SWA National Party s
Kosie Pretorius
Bavarian Chnstian Socialist Union,
regarded as being on the right of

German politics.

ihe Rehoboth Liberation Front of
Hans Dierguard is a tiny organisation
which seeks to achieve independence
from the rest of Namibis for the tiny
area pied by the Rehoboth
basters.

Jhen there's the right-wing white
National Party of SWA, which close-
ly adheres to the philosophies of Ur
Andries 1reurmcht and his politicat
mentor. Hendrick Verwoerd.

Speculation is that they. as the most
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powertul white party in Namibia,
with ptenty of funds, were ordered
into the MPC by South Africa to
keep un eye on the more radical
black parties.

Completing the line-up. and the
most puzszling participant of the lot. is
the Dumara Raad of Justus Garoeb.
Guroeb is a longtime ally of Swapo.
but whose policies increuasinaly
devisted from those of Swapo. his
choice to fight internal ethnic elez-
tions as 4 means of attaining 4 power
buse discredited him in the eyes of
many Swapo supporters. Stll he
Manages (o maintain a measure of
credibility through his outspoken
statements on a variety of issues. par-
ticularly on repression and torture,

Swapo sources in Windhoek
speculate that Garoeb was
blackmuiled into co-operating with
the MPC after 4 commission of in-
quiry found that he and members of
the pacty were guilty of misap-
propriating ofticial tunds for party
use.

Ihis. then. is the line-up — unlikely
a4 combination s it is — which South
Affica sees as its alternative to
Swapo. und which will probably
decide the short term future of
Namibi
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NE1Y POLICEMEN. a tleet of at
i::‘m 30 trucks and Depanment o:'
Co-operation workers. took Juisd
three days to destroy t_hc 70-year of
settlement of’ M:xgota: i the Western

svaal lust month.
ln‘;t:‘: this show of force could nmf
keep the uprooted villagers 9d
Magops at Pachsdraai — the .ana
cun'\p near the Baphumalsv«a:d
Bordzr to which they Were removi
— from conunuing their struggle
agumist the remqvu!;.

Some 10U tamilies who were
dumed,gf&ghgg&;q»gﬁns,%\serg;
Betharie, the ancestral land ot (he
Buksena baMugopa tribe near Bris

Thousands of rand to help
‘apartheid’s internal refugees' came
from many quaners after 2 public ap-
peul by Jonannesburg church
leaders.

Jhe mass exodus wius but one in-
dicaton that the people did not move
willingiy to Pachsdruai. No-one ex-

pected 4 willing departure from peo-
ple who had refused 10 move when
halt their village was bulldozed eight
months ago. their schoois broken and”
thewr water pumps shut down,
the people had taken Supreme
Count action in an altempt to stop
the State President’s order for sum-
mary removal and had at their cost,
and by their own sweat, rebuilt one
of the schools demolished by the
Zovernment removal squad in July,
But police and government officials
insisted the move was both voluntary
and ‘without incident”. They
nevertheless insured it was done in
secrecy. sealing off Magopa entirely

who pointed shotguns at by

leaders und their
first o be moved,

Other allegations Include:

@ )he daughter of al prominent man

said she was sufrodnded by police

er.

for the firg day's operation and at .A‘woman claims ghe wag carried

one stage declaring an ‘operational - bodily from her t0 4 bus.

area’. ®Oeputy chiet My More says
Yhey later aliowed 3 few black 'i00 many police 1o ount’ occupicd

Jjoumalists 1o enler under police es.  his house,

cort. OChiet” Shadrack was forced
I he relocation area of Pachsdraai onto g bus when He arrived from

wis also sealed by police but not Johannaburg on the second day of

before some fumilies had been inter-
viewed. Interviews with shaken vic.
tims, families on their way to
Pachsdraai and information collecteg
by Mugopa leaders reveal allegations
that force was used during the
removajs,

Ihe SAP have denied the allega-
tions. Villagers allege that some were
beaten with batons when they ig.
nored orders to stay inside their
homes as the removal started in the
early hours of St Valentine’s Day.
Owners who were away from thejr

descended say their doors were
broken down and household goods

MO v . . .

ments were made
€vacuation of all who wished (0 leave
Puchsdrasi for Bet
homes when the removal squad fortnight about 10y

the removal. his committee says, Hjs
duughter and housshold goods hag

dlreudy been dumped in Pachsdraai.
®Some families hag
private transport

ime to organise
directly from
at an average

Magopa to Bethani

coest of R 4 joad Vhey settied in
the yard of the tribgl
erecting shunties which would serve
until they were allocated stands.

authority,

Within a week of removal. arrange-
for the mass

ie. Within a
ilies had feft
heir tin huts and tents in the

bushveld. Chief James Mamogale

Tears after Magopa was a

R

Police move in
allocated them sites at Bethanie and
they hud retrieved ainc and other
building materials trom their homes
at Magopa. ) rucks have been ferry-
ing people daily between Pachsdraa;
and Bethanie.
Some of the
high spirns,
Pachsdraai,

tefugees arrived in
tiumphant at leaving
‘We are Bakwena
baMagopu not Barolong or
anything else — we age back where
we belong.' declared Mrs Lydia
More when her truckioad of goods
touched down at Bethanie,

But others are more aware of their
losses. ‘We wunt 10 Make clear we
have only been compensated for our
houses — not our land of our school,”
sud Mr Philip More, of the town
committee. ‘We haye now truly seen
how the government is.”

The material losses of the Magopa
people include livestock which was
sold hurriedly to white farmers in the
Ventersdorp “area for fraction of
their value, and breakages on the
joumey to Puchsdraai.

But perhaps the greatest loss will he
urban  residents' rights for future
generutions. and the fght to work
freely in South Africa for ancestrai
land or not. Bethunic is pant of
Bophuthatswana,
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Communily Meeting against move to Pachsdraai

KObmhof says:

Out damn spot

YHE PEOPLE of Magopa were
Moved because they constituted an
unsightly “black spot’ on “white’
territory for the state.

"he 250 families — probably
representing between | 500 and 2000
People — add to the 6({) 000 people
alfected by *black Spot’ removals and
buntustan consolidation between
1960 and 1982, Almost 1.2 million are
scheduled for simitar removal,

A section of the Magopa com-
munity was moved in mid- 1983 with
the approval of discrediteq headman
Jacob More. All the schools and
churches were broken down in-
¢luding many houses.

Some appear to have moved volun-
tarily. Others Maintained in papers
before the Supreme Court that their
houses hud been smashed and their
tarnilies tuken away without consent
of the household head,

fhe forcible eviction of the
Magopu people who resisted the in-
itial removals was carried out eight
months later in terms of a State Presi-
dent’s order under the Black Agd-
ministration Act.

I'he only proviso is that the move
be approved by parliament if, as in
Mugopa's case, it involves scheduled
or rekeased land and the tribe refuses
10 move,

Mr Justice van Dyk ruled in the
Pretoria Supreme Court thut such
varliamentary approval might be

given in anticipation of the specitic
order.

30 when the State President issued
an order on November I8 ror
Magopu’s residents 10 quit and move
10 Puchsdraai by November 29,
parliamentary approval given in 1975
for the clearunce of scores ot black
owned areus tincluding Magopa) was
sufficient to make the order vatid.

On the eve of November 29,
church leaders, including World
Alliance of Reformed Churches
president Ur Allan Boesak. gathered
tor a nightlong vigil a Magopa and
with foreign press coverzge the op-
Scure community, on the brink of
destruction. became an internationg
cduse.

Ihe removal squad stayed away as
even the United States State Depart-
ment expressed its official disap-
proval of the Magopa removai,

Urgent negotiations with the
Depurtment of C, ration  and
Development officiajs and with
Minister Piet Koornhof followed.

Ihe people of Magopa were ada.
mant they would a0t go 1o
Pachsdraui. Leaders maintained the
community had never been con-
sulted on their destination and that it
was totally unsuited to their needs as
migrant  workers and subsistence
farmers.

Dr  Kooenhof's parliamenlary
promise: *Ihere will be 8O more
forced removas ... ag far as possible.”

i i i 18.
i i ion, University of Pretoria, 20
Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information,
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would rapldly disappear. 5o il that is what is meant by unily we have to
imply certain possible motives of its proponents:

- inexperience and lack of thought on the matter;

- political expediency whereby this unity 15 for specilic limited ends of

embarrassing certain organisations;

- a preoccupation with popular politics and a lack of commitment to the

building of a working class political position.

However, il we in FOSATU arc to take our objective seriously and that
objective is the building of a working class movement then we have to take
unity very seriously. Clearly by unity we should strive for "disciplined
unity” since it is only such unity that can possibly meet out objective.

We must ourselves workout a programme for unity and on the basis of
that programme we should not hesitate to attack those who are impeding the

development of a working class movement.
Conclusion

The issues that have been covered in this paper are important and
complicated - they are the basis for an understanding of the true nature of
the workers struggle in South Africa and the political role our organisation
must play in that struggle.

We believe that in FOSATU we have a firm base on which to build
organisationally. Our task in the three years to come is to [lirmly cominit
ourselves to a working class political position. With this greater political
understanding we must:

- consolidate our organisational structures:

- give guidance and leadership in the building of a Tavrger working

class movement in South Africa;

~ seek out comrades and allies who will join us in this struggle;

- and in this way make our fundamental contribution to the liberation of

the oppressed people of South Africa.

In doing this we must all be clear that we shall never be so petty as to
insist on our organisation's" name as the only one in the trade union
movement which can carry out this task. It is what the organisation does
that is important - not what it is called. Yet equally, we shall never be so
politically foolish as to abandon the worker struggle.
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not yet a national or an industrial presence. Their strengths lie in isolated
factories. and very few have any real geographic concentration. As a result,
both the leadership of these unions and their membership have no clear
conception of the organised power of capital nor for that matter of its
weakness. There is no real experience of the difficulties of large scate
worker organisation nor of the difficultics in building democratic worker
structures. The bulk of the present leadership has no clecar conception of the
needs of worker struggle or of a worker dominated society. There is all too
often a contradiction between the political position and organisational
practice. Radical political positions are adopted but the organisational
practice makes little headway into the power of capital nor is it effectively
democratic. A number of factors result from this - often capital is attacked in
the 'abstract’ by making it all powerful and accordingly seeing an attack on
the State as the only answer, or political energies are spc;lt in widespread
campaigns. Actual worker organisation and advance is left weak and based
on sporadic upsurges rather than on organisational strength.

As a consequence of these factors it is not possible for pcople to draw
any distinction between worker struggle and popular struggle let alone
understand the relation between the two in South Africa. The unity talks are
therefore conceived of as being within the wider popular struggle and as
another area where anti-State unity can be achieved. A formal unity rather
than a working unity against capital is therefore seen as the prime‘ object.

There are broadly speaking three forms of unity to the union movement
at present and we should look at each fairly carefully:

"Ad hoc unity”: this is what has occurred at present where unity is
issue-located and there are attempts to take a common stand. At present this
unity is significant—in —that {t——creates—untty out—of apparent disunity.
However, its significance will rapidly decline. Such ad hoc unity can only
achieve anything on specific issues and it is inevitably forced to take more
and more concerted and concrete actions unless it merely wants to be the
source of endless press statements. Such further actions require a more
permanent organisational link.

"United front unity": here the ®rganisations remain autonomous but they

set up a permanent platform of contact. Some people seem to see the solidarity
committees as such as platform. However, although this provides a more
definite organisational link considerable new problems are posed. Agatin the

movement is towards more and more significant gestures of oprotest and the
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problem now posed is how arc decisions to be taken and on what mandate.
Does each organisation have an equal vote or is voting by size? 1r decisions
are on a consensus basis - then on what mandate? Should each organisation
get a formal mandate on cach issue and if they don't, how representative of
rank and file membership is cach decision? Is there not a greater than usual
danger of decisions being taken by a [ew officials who have casy access to
the meetings?

A permanent organisational link requires a process for making decisions
that is democratic and equitable. Furthermore, if solidarity actions are to be
successful they require organisational co-ordination - this in turn requires
the power to sanction. How can this be done il participants are entirely
autonomous?

A further step in this type of unity can be a "loose federation” such as
TUCSA, where the unions are now all in the same federal organisation and the
symbolésm of unity is far greater. However, such a federal body - not being
based on any clear principles - is unlikely to generate working unity as it
would contend with numerous problems of jurisdiction between unions and it
is unlikely that organisational rationalisation could take place without firm
policies and particular structures.

in fact "United front unity”, with or without a loose federation, can
destroy the hope of greater unity by creating unresolved differences and no
acceptable way of resolving these.

"Disciplined unity": this requires common political purpose, binding

policy on affiliates and close working links based on specific organisational

structures.
If such a federation is based on industrial unions then FOSATU is the closest
circumstances.
If the federation were not based on an industrial structure but in a regional
one, then it is more difficult to set out its working structures since there is
no clear experience of how this would work. However, there is no doubt that
some allowance would heve to be made for industrial considerations and the
industrial organisation of capital. In FOSATU we have argued that industrial
unions {n a "tight federation” allow for maximum flexibility and efficacy.

it is clear from this that unity means little unless these factors are
taken into account. To tatk lightly of unity is to keep it within the
framework of ad hoc or united front unity. The effectiveness of such unity
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of education, information and time that workers ave struggling against
{11 bLe the very factors which will force workers to surrender leadership of
the community to other stratas in society.

Our aim is to use the strength of factory-bascd organisation to allow
workers to play an effective role in the community. Worker leadership will
have:

- gained invaluable political experience from their factory struggles;

- organisatign and resources behind them;

- organisational structures and location that will give them localised
strength;

- the ability to speak with a clear and democratically established worker

mandate.
The points made here should be our guide for action and we have a long

way to go in building a larger leadership structure that has the political
qualities of clarity, determination, discipline and the ability to be

self~critical.

Working Class ldentity:

The task of organisation outlined above and more important the quality
of that organisation will absorb most of our energies in the next three years,
and is, therefore, our major priority. Yet to give leadership in the building
of a working class movement we must start to build a greater identity for
worker organisation.

In a very important way the building of effective trade uniens does
create a worker identity. However, there is the danger that the unions become
precccupied with their members and ignore workers generally. By establishing
a clear political direction we can avoid t

Owﬁsw‘er—'lmse-:h:s to be involved in community
activities. That FOSATU should be involved in community activities is correct
since our members from the major part of those communities. However, as we
have argued above we must do so from an organisational base if we are truly
to be an effective worker presence.

Without this base, it is more likely th¥t we will destroy a clear worker
identity since workers will be entirely swamped by the powerful tradition of
>opular politics that we examined earlier.

It is also the case that there has em‘erged into our political debate an

83

wpty and misleading political category called ‘'the community'. All
mmunitics are composed of different interest groups and for a worker
ganisation to ally itscll with every community group or action would be
icide for worker organisation. Under the surface of unity community politics
partisan and divided. FOSATU cannot possibly ally itself to all the
litical groups that ave contesting this arena. Neither can it ally itself with
rticular groups. Both paths will destroy the untty of its own worker
ganisation.

This simple political fact is the reason for one of our founding
solutions. 1t has nothing to do with not wanting to be involved in politics.
r whole existence is political and we welcome that. Our concern is with the
ry essence ol politics and that is the relation between the major classes in
uth Africa being capital and labour.

We need to state this more clearly and understand it ourselves more
rarly. There is also no doubt that we must take our own newspaper very
ich more seriously as it can be a major instrument in building a worker
entity.

At the level of organisation we have a sound base on which to work.
obably our main problem has been that we did not clearly state why we
d chosen certain structures and what could be achieved by them.

As our political clarity and confidence grows, so we must state on
sition more clearly in our meelings. among our members and through our

n newspaper.
ity In the Labour Movement

Tur Tfirst step must be to address ourselves to unity in the labour
vement. If we are to crecate a working class movement then trade union
ity has to be dealt with very early on in our struggle, Because we take
rking class politics seriously we must take trade union unity seriously.

At present there is a very great momentum to unity in the labour
vement and we have to carefully consider and analyse what is happening.

The first point to understand is that all the unions involved in the talks
: relatively weak in relation 1o their potential - some appallingly so. Many
: too easily fooled by their own propaganda and the great interest shown
everyone into believing that they are now a strong force.

Furthermore, with a few exceptions (mostly in FOSATU), these unions are
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of members into a flexible and effective quality. Capital’s hostility to factory
organisation forces members and Shop Stewards to struggle continuously or
else to have their organisation crushed.

At the union level FOSATU has attempted to build broad industrial unions
on a national basis. We, in effect, have a position of one affiliate per
industry. We have chosen industrial unions because of the organisational
advantages we gain in our struggle against capital. However, FOSATU's role
fs to link these industrial unions into a tight federation that is based on
common policy and a sharing of resources. Our aim is to keep a unity of
purpose among affiliates at all levels of their organisation.

Our task in the three years to come must be to consolidate and develop
factory organisation, a national presence for our unions and to reassert
unity of purpose among affiliates.

The structures we are developing are an essential basis for effective and
democratic organisation and are the basis for greater worker participation in

and control over production.
Location:

The question of location is closely related to structure. Without correct
structures then the location of one's organisational strength is not as
{mportant.

We must accept that it will take many years to organise all workers and
at present that should not be our aim. Qur present aim must be to locate our
organisation. strategically. We need to look at the Jlecation of our
organisational strength in relation to the industry, geographic area and the
points at which we can most effectively carry out ¢ i s

Our—major afliliates should be located in the major industries. Within
those industries we must become a substantial presence by carefully building
our organisation in major factories, companies and areas.

Geographically we must clearly aim to be a national presence both as
FOSATU and as the affiliates. Our organisation should be able to dominate
major industrial areas., By doing this wescreate the major means whereby
worker organisation can play a significant if not dominant role in the
communities that surround these industrial areas.

Successful collective bargaining requires that the organisation is

capable of mobilising its members behind demands. Thus far our unicns have
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only really been able to mobilise at the plant level. However, the experience
of NAAWU which is exceptional in FOSATU has shown what can be gained by
mobilising across companies. We have flexible structures and we must use
them il we are to serve our members. We must be able to mobilise across
factories and in local arcas across industries. We must see industry
bargaining or regional bargaining not as something to be leared but as the

logical extension of our present structures and practices.

Worker Leadership:

Here we must be immediately clear that we are not talking about
leadership in the sense that it is usually discussed - which is in terms of
individuals and "“great men". This view of leadership is not what is
important for a worker organisation. What we are interested in is the elected
representatives of workers and the officials they appoint to work within the
organisation.

We are interested in how the leadership is elected or appointed; who it
is answerable to and how this accountability is achieved; how experienced
leadership ts and how it gains this experience and how they develop means of
training and educating leadership so that it remains self-critical and
politically active.

The challenges facing worker leadership are undoubtedly different to
other leadership groups. For worker leadership in a capitalist society, your
everyday struggle 1is related to your job and therefore your wage and

therefore your very ability to survive, The most appropriate comparison i
o has to develop the strength to resist

__with that of the guerritta—fighter

ddily, the knowledge of his terrain that will give him every tactical
advantage and the support of those for whom he is struggling. Probably most
important because both the worker leader and the guerrilla are fighting a
powerful enemy, is the devclopment of a sense of when to advance and when
to retreat.

These skills are not casily learnt and not easily replaced. So worker
leadership cannot be wasted by opportunistic and overly adventuristic
actions,

We are also concerned with worker leadership in a wider arena than
only that of the union struggle. Giving leadership to the working class

requires an organisational base. Without this base, than the poverty and the
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fhere has not been and is not a working cluss movement in South Africa.

J. The dominant political tradition in Scouth Africa is that of the popular
struggle against an oppressive, racist minority regime.

4. That this tradition is reasserting itsell in the present upsurge of
political activity.

5. However, the nature of economic development in South Africa has brutally
and rapidly created a large industrial proletariat.

6. That the size and development of this working class is only matched by
its mirror image which is the dramatic growth and transformation of
industrial capital.

7. That before it s too late workers must strive to form their own powerful

and effective organisation within the wider popular struggle.
FOSATU's Objective

From what has been said we believe that FOSATU must set itsell the task
of giving leadership and direction to the building of a working class
movement. Our efforts so far have equipped us to do this. Our organisation is
nationally based, located in the major industries and the militancy of our
members has generally developed a politically aware and seclf-critical
leadership.

FOSATU as a trade union federation will clearly not constitute the
working class movement nor would this place FOSATU in opposition to the
wider political struggle or its major liberation movement.

FOSATU's task will be to bulld the effective organisational base for
workers to play a major political role as workers. Qur task will be to create

an identity, confidence and political presence for worker organisation. The

conditions are lavourable for this task and its necessity is absolute.

We need have no fear of critics - our task will contribute to the wider
liberation struggle and will also ensure that the worker majority is able to
protect and further its interests, Ours is a fundamental political task and
those whe ask of workers their political suport without allowing them the

right to build their own organisation mpust answer for their real motives.

As was said above, capital has transformed itself and has a greater

capacity to tolerate worker organisation because it is now more powerful and
better able to desl with a worker challenge. Also because of its absolutely
central position {t will have the full support of the State in its actions and

T4

in the bitter struggles that are to come.

This requires a very much greater effort to establish worker organis-
ation and requires thorough organisational work and ceaseless mobilisation of
our members. The growth and transformation of capital has created the very

preconditions for large scale worker organisation.
Our Concrete Tasks and Challenges

If we set the above as our general direction then we must deal with

concrete tasks and challenges,

Organisation:

What is crucial in organisation is the quality of that organisation - the
quality that gives it its overall political direction and capability. As is
clear from the experience of the advanced industrial countries that we looked
at earlier, organisational size alone is not enough, yet without size there
can be no effective counter to capital.

Broadly one can distinguish three factors that affect the quality of
worker organisation - the structure of organisational strength and decision
making; the location of organisational strength and the political qualities of

its leadership structures,

Structure:

The structure of an organisation should be such that it correctly locates
worker strength and makes best use of that strength.

FOSATU's experience ivn ;his ha.; been vc;y important. Our organisation
is built up from the factory floor. As a result, the base of the organisation
{s located where workers have most power and authority and that is where
production takes place. This also has the effect of democratising our
structures since worker representatives always participate from a position of
strength and authority in the organisation. By stressing factory bargaining
we involve our Shop Stewards in central activities and through this they gain
experience as worker leadership. It should be said that they do battle every
day.

These factory-based structures are the key lo transforming pure quantity
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i However, this International presence of the ANC which is essential to a

'populur challenge to the present regime places certain strategic limitations
on the ANC,namely; .

- to reinforce its international position 1t has to claim credit for all
forms of internal resistance, no matter what the political nature of
such resistance. There is, therefore, a tendency to éncourage
undirected opportunistic political activity;

- it has to locate itself between the major international interests. To the
major Western powers it has to appcar as anti-racism but not as
anti-capitalist. For the socialist East it has to be at least neutral in
the super power struggle and certainly it could not appear to offer a
serious socialist alternative to that of those countries as the response
to Solidarity illustrates. These Tfactors must seriously affect its
relationship to workers;

- accordingly, the ANC retains its tradition of the 1950's and 1960's
when because there was no serious alternative political path it rose to
be a great populist liberation movement. To retain its very important
international position it has to rctain its political position as a
popular mass movement. This clearly has implications for its important
military activities,

Internally we also have to carefully examine what is happening
politically. As a result of the State's complete inabilily to effect reform and
the collapse of their Bantustan policy, they are again resorting to open
repression. Since 1976 in particular this has given new life to popular
resistance and once again the drive for unity against a repressive State has
reaffirmed the political tradition of populism in South Africa. Various
political and economic interests gather together in the popular front in the
tradition of the ANC and the Congress Alliance.

In the present context all political activity, provided it is anti-State, is
of equal status. In the overall resistance to this regime, this is not
necessarily incorrect. In fact without such unity and widespread resistance it
would not be possible by means of popular mass movements to seriously
challenge the legitimacy of the present regime.

However, the really essential question is how worker organisation relates
to this wider political struggle. I have argued above that the objective
political and economic conditions facing workers is now markedly different to

that of twenty years ago.
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However, this International presence of the ANC which is essential to a
popular challenge to the present regime places certain strategic limitations
on the ANC,namely:

- to reinforce its international position it has to claim credit for all
forms of internal resistance, no matter what the political nature of
such resistance. There is, therefore, a tendency to encourage
undirected opportunistic political activity;

- it has to locate ilselfl between the major international interests. To the
major Western powers it has to appear as anti-racism but not as
anti-capitalist. For the socialist East it has to be at least neutral in
the super power struggle and certainly it could not appear to effer a
serious socialist alternative 1o that of those countries as the response
to Solidarity illustrates. These [factors must seriously affect its
relationship to workers;

- accordingly, the ANC retains its tradition of the 1950's and 1960's
when because there was no serious alternative political path it rose to
be a great populist liberatton movement. To rectain its very {important
international position it has 1o retain its political position as a
popular mass movement. This clearly has implications for its important
military activities,

Internally we also have to carelfully examine what is happening
politically. As a result of the State's complete inabilily to effect reform and
the collapse of their Bantustan policy, they are again resorting to open
repression. Since 1976 in particular this has given new life to popular
resistance and once again the drive for unity against a repressive State has
reaffirmed the political tradition of populism in 5South Africa. Various
political and economic interests gather together in the popular front in the

tradition of the ANC and the Congress Alliance.

In the present context all political activity, provided it is anti-State, is
of equal status. In the overall resistance to this regime, this is not
necessarily incorrect. In fact without such unity and widespread resistance it
would not be possible by means of popular mass movements to seriously
challenge the legitimacy of the present regime.

However, the really essential question is how worker organisation relates
to this wider political struggle. 1 have argued above that the objective
political and economic conditions facing workers is now markedly dilferent to

that of twenty years ago.
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Yet there does not scem to be clarity on this within the present union
movement. There are good recasons for this lack of clarity.

As a vresult of repression most worker leadership is relatively
inexperienced and this is made worse by the fact that their unions are weak
and unstable organisationally. The union struggles fought against capital
have mostly been against isolated companies so that the wider struggles
against capital at an industry or national level have not been experienced.
This also means that workers and their leadership have not experienced the
strength of large scale worker organisation nor the amount of effort required
to butld and democratise such large scale organisation. Again State
repression and the wider political activity reinforce previous expericences
where the major function of workers was to reinferce and contribute to a
popular struggle.

Politically, therefore, most unions and their lcadership lack confidence
as a worker leadership, they see their role as part of wider struggle but are
unclear on what is required for the worker struggle. Generally, the question
of building an effective worker organisation is not dealt with and political
energy is spent in establishing unity across a wide front.

However, such a positioin is clearly a great strategic error that will
weaken if not destroy worker organisation both now and in the future. All the
greatl and successful popular movements have had as their aim the overthrow
of oppressive - most often colonial - regimes. But these movements cannot and
have not in themselves been able to deal with the particular and fundamental
problem of workers. Their task is to remove regimes that are regarded as
illegttimate and unacceptable by the majority.

Tt is, therefore, essential that workers must strive to build their own
powerful and effective organisation even whilst they are part of the wider
worker interests and to ensure that the popular movement is not hijacked by
elements who will end have no option but no turn against their worker
supporters.

Broad and complicated matters have been covered and it is difficult to
summarise them even further. llowever, 1 shall attempt to do so in order for
us to try and examine the role that FOSATU can play in this struggle.

1. That worker resistance such as strike action helps build worker
organisation but by itscll it does not mean that there is a working class

movement.



sange in preduction processes. As this happened the skilled wockers who
had usnally given leadership te the crafl unions loun:d themselves in a very
difficall pasition. As a result leadership jooblems 1w the organtsation of
trady  unions  and the political envirowment, Jdevelupesl in a complex and
relatively clow way.

in South Africa this has been condensed into (0 70 yeucs and Nom the
eitret larpe scale capitalist enterprises dominated, The bitth of capitalism
feie van Liutal amd quick, Uhe industrinl proletariat waes ripped fram its
land in 1he space of a few decades. At present capitelist productlion
massivelty dominates all ather production. There are no great land lords on
thetr sgricultural estates and there is no significanl peasantry or cellective
agriculture, Virtually everyone depends for all or part of thezlvr income on
industiey or capitalist agriculiure.

The working elass have experienced a birth of Tire in South Africa and
they constitute the major olijective political force opposed to the State and
capitel. Thera is no significant petty bourgestsic or landed cless with an
econemic hase in our society.

In the economy capital and labour are the wmajor forces yet politically
the struggle is betng fought elsewhere,

The existence of this industrial preletariat and the rapid transformation
of capital are very powerful reasons why a working class movement could
rapidly develop in South Africa. There are a number of factors that will
assi<t in the organisation of workers:

- the great concentration of capital has also meant a greater

concentration of workers. These workers gencrally have a higher level
of basie education and skills than before and their links with the past

are all bul broken so that more and more a worker identity is

emerging:

~ this is reinforced by the sophisticaled strategies that are designed to
"dz-recialise”" industry and some other arcas of society. The effect of
this is to divide off certain privileged wmembers of Black society
leaving workers at the bottom of the privilege pile:

-~ the cencentration of workers in industry has also concentrated them in
the great urban townships;:

-~ the particular structure of the South African economy with its high
degree of State involvement, price controls and hcavy dependance on

international markets has made it a very seasitive economy. As a

consequence attempts to "buy off" the major part of the werking la-:
will fail. It is more likely that as some readjusiments of nriviisae ar-
attempted that it will have to be workers that suffer throush inflation
and lack ol basic commoditices;

- the above factors and South Africa’'s international economic tafortance
arc likely to force capital into the political open and as o conceuence
develop a worker response;

- although capital can at present hide behind apartheid it is alse the
case that if workers organise widely enough they can gel groat
support from the international labour meovement. Alsa intesraticnai
public opinion has to be very carefully watched by capits! because
both international and South African capital are dependent on their
links with the rest il the world.

These then are some of the important factors that are [avoucable o the

cr. this Adoe-

development of a working class movement in South Africa.
not mean that this will automatically happen. To understand this, we necd o
look at the present political environment more carefully to sce boih the
present political tendencies and to establish why some active ieaderchip roie
should be played by the unions and FOSATU {n particular.

Workers need their own organisation to counter the growiny power of
capital and to further protect their own interests in the wider sagiety.
However, it is only workers who can build this organisation and in deing
this they have to be clear on what they are doing.

As the numbers and importance of workers grews then all political
movements have to try and win the loyalty of workers because thov are such

an. important part of scciety. However, in vtelation to the particular

requiremsnts of WOrKeF organisation, mass parties and popular political
organisations have dcfinite limitations which have to be clearly understoond
by us.

We should distinguish between the international position and internal
political activity. Internationally, it is clear that the ANC is the major ferce
with sufficient presence and stature to be a serious challenge to th- South
African State and to secure the international condemnation of the present
regime. To carry out this struggle is a difficult task because South Africo
has many friends who are anxious to cnsure that they can continue to beneiit
from her wealth. The fact that the ANC is also widely accepted internally

also strengthen its credibility internationally.
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Porat ahie ettt ol apartic et oand taseas Mo pebiih wl enctates ot the

et e esavs and ot tntccaational erite s were Tocianod i thie apag thesed

cve e ot s abhearent e tanee The governeo at oanl Arotkaaaenbon became
Vi e . r o atteck . lo Lot e position cas s b et teavned Diheral
ot e aee I capttal the yreat hope for change desprte the fact bt

sys o wete  undaubite by the e Lenel o taries  of

EERELE ant o vis o bk

drd ats very best 1o keep dn the polith b bacboroand asd s a

Lelped prevent the creation of capitul's lovtcal political opponite
whivh 1w o woikting class political movement. However, of crurial siznifteince

wan bt vapttal was growing caprdly and changing tu very palure into a

mete aenepolintie, technolovivatly advanced and concentraed torm, 1ts links

Imternationally were alao grewing as was  its  wunportance for inlernational
capttal,
We Find, therefors, that behind the scenes of the great battle bLetween
The aparctheid vegime and ats popular opponents that the capitalist economy
has tlourished and capital cwerges now as o powerful and different force. 1t
ia highiy concentrated in truty gigantic corperations;
lits  aviens toointernational suformation on how to deal with working
clann challenaen;
= has e cess to the Slate’s securnity infermation;
I able o rapidly share sod assess information
fsv ahble o use the ebjective civcumstances in its faveur such as
vnempioyment and anflux control 10 weaken worker organtsations;
S s omow an dmportant pact ol international capital and  cannot,
therelfore, be Huhtly diszacded by international capital:
as @& result can hide its

iu  able e hade hehind and

saphitsticated  rtacks  on lobour because  ne-one is paying  any
allention.

‘el wu the upsurece of

potitical activity emerged again in the

[

PO s some of its new Jonms wuch oas Blacrk Consciousnmese alse place little

cripliants o capital, So there s & growing gap betwean popular pehitics and

i power o capttal and as oo result the potential power of workers. 1t {s in
thie contesl we shounld lovk at the hkeliliood of a working class politics
cmerging.,

Peed tor & W oiking Class Movemaal

The growing size of the economy and the dramatic changes tating place

m capital have created important new conditions in the economy. We also
have to take into account the speed and manner in which the ecceonomy has
developed, In  discussing the working «<lass movements in the advanced
industrial economics, we have to bear in mind that 1n most cases they took
about 100 vears or more to fully develop. Industey started firet by building
larger and lavger factories and bringing peeple together in these factories.

The new capitalists had t> sitagale politically with the older tuling
classes over labour, land, taxzation pelicy, taviff protaction, palitical rights
and political power,

Then mechanisation became more important and there was o defintte
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wacer alirection so as 1o gather logether the working class movement into
« tovee thit will more deflinitely put workers in contral of their own destiny.

Tn the Socialist countries similar battles are being fought. Whilst social,
political and economic relations in thesc countries have been greatly altered
and there have been great achievements to the benefit of workers, there is
still the need for workers themselves te contrel their own destiny. So
Solidarity was not struggling to restore capilalism in Poland, its struggtle
was o establish more democratic worker control over their socialist society.

Now my purpose in briefly locking at the working class movement in the
advanced industrial countries was twofold:

Firstly, so that we can be clear that worker activities such as strikes
and protests do not in themselves mean that a working class movement or
working class politics exist. These later are more than that - they are large
scale organisations with a clear social and political identity as the working
class.

Secondly, 1 wished 1o show that the pure size of working class
organisation 1s {tself no guarantee that workers will control their own
destiny. In fact as the struggle of Solidarily shows, even the fact that a
country is said to be socialist does not guarantee that workers centrel theiv
own destiny.

. short it could bLe said that workers must build a powerfu) and
effective movement if they are 1o succeed in advancing their interests against
some  very hostile forces, hut they must alio ensure that this movement is
abis i take a clear political direction.

The experience of the great working cluss movemenis in the advanced
indusrrisl connlvies Is a vecy important guide and lesson to us. However, it
cannot povide &l onur answers., Firstly, in Soulth Afiica we cannot taltl of a
wor hing: class movement as we have defined iv above, Scoondly, whilst there

1s undonbtedly a large wand growing working class its powey §s only a

potanticl powver sipce as yet it has no definile social tdentity of irself as
wotrdhang class,
The questions we should, 1therefore, address onrselves to, sre:
- Why has no working class movement cmeryget?
Whal ave the prospects for-such a movement emer ving?

= Uhat role can FOSATU play in such a process?
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Politicul History and Workers

It is not possible in a paper such as this to decal fully with all th«
developments in South Alrica's history that have led to the non-existence of a
workers' movement in South Africa.

South Africa's history has heen characterised by great repression and
the major political and ideological instrument for this repression has been
racism. Yet the major effect of this repression has been to very rapidly
establish a large capitalist economy.

Racism and the violence and injustices associated with it is a very stark
and clear form of repression. Along side this only about 5 ~ 106% of the
population has ever had the franchise. Clearly, therefore, there is a very
identifiable oppressive force and the major political task of the oppressed
peoples has always been to attack that oppressive and racist reginie.

So what has developed in South Africa is a very powerful tradition of
popular or populist politics. The role of the great political movements such
as the ANC and the Congress Alllance has been to mobilise the masses against
the repressive minority regime. In such a situation mass mobilisation is
escential w0 as to challenge the legitimacy of the State both internally and
internaticnally.

Where virtually all the population is voteless and oppressed by a racial
minority then a great alliance of all classes is both necessary and a clear
pelitical strategy. Furthermore, building such an alliance was a great task,

The ANC had to overcome racial division so as to rise above the divisive
vacism of the oppressors. They had to deal with opportunistic tribail
teadership, to organise thousands upon thousands of people and they had to
da all this in the face of harsh repression by the State. In achieving this

3

Hrere—ts—ifttiewonder That the ANC rose to be one of the great liberation

movements in Africa.

In this context it is also casiecr 1o sce and understand why the trade
union movement acted in a particular way. The racial divisions in the
vorking ¢lass, linked as they were to other objective factors, made it
possible for capital ta quite quickly suppress any sericus challenge to their
supremacy. [t was possible 1o creale the conditions that led to a pctitically
tame union movement and thereby forced more militant and progressive unions
to bear tie brunt of State action, which in turn affected the politics of these

unions.



20 Avs sinent

T he thiee years that FOSATH has existed there as Hittle doubt that we
have achiteved o lot i terms ol growth and pains made for our members,
Huwever, | belteve that our greatest achievement is the tact that at this
tongrens e oare determined to e evaluate one policies, We are determined to
cesporad 1o new challenyges and set new dicections f thiy 1s necessary. We
coald have rade this Congress a great occasion open to all lo parailde our
st cessen and Litde our failures, however, we have chowen otherwise,

We bhave (hosen to keep 1t closed and to once again self-critically
esamiae ot poesttton. 1 believe that this shows our detcrmination 1o take the
yreat mbhitancy of our wmembers and use this to build a just and Tair society
conttolle? by warkers,

We have no intention of becoming self-satisfied trade unionists incapable
ot giving palitical direction to the workers struggle.

Yet we would only be dreaming of change if we do not strengthen and
tuild our wnions into Yargs and effective organisations.

At our Inaungural Congress we stressed certain policies and set ourselves
the task of establishing a tight federaticn of non-racial, national, industrial
unions, bYased on shop floor strength. We set cursclves the task of sharing
resoutrces hetween affiliates and of building up an educational programme. We
further stressed our independence in regard to party political organisations
and from ioternalional trade union organisations.

Now it is not my task to assess every success and failure of FOSATU.
There are reports tadbled that will allow delegates to draw their own
onclusions. However, it is important to make certain assesuments in order to
10 further and identify why we need to clarify our position and set and new

lesrer directions.

I belicve that we have to ask ourselves two crucial questions:
- have we established an effective organisation based on shop floor
strength and national non-racial industrial unions?
- has our organisational activity developed worker leadership that can
give guidance and direction to all workers?
n answer 1o both questions it would be wrong to expect a positive answer
fter only three years. However, we should be able to assess if we are going
nothe right divection,

Clearly in regard 1o the first guestion we made progress - it could even

be said to be considerable pregress - with NAAWU, NUTW, and MAWU
beginning to be a significant presence in what are major industries.
llowever, there is a long way 1o go both in these cases and more so in those
of the other affiliates.

1t is, however, the second question that poses more problems. As the
unions grow and are faced with new challenges it becomes crucial that ‘the
leadership knows what direction it is going in. What are the organisational
strategirs that are necessary as the unions become lavger and more ceffective?
What dangers to worker militancy lie in recognition and stability?

As these unions grow then the question is what role do they play in the
wider political arena. There has been a great upsurge in political actlivity
over the last few years and many different political groups are looking to the
unlon movement to stale ils position. We must be sure our organisation and
our leadership can confidently state its position and continue to organise in
the way that will strengthen and not weaken that position.

The purpose of this paper is to set out the issues we should debate if we

are to meet the challenges,
Working Class Movement

As a trade union federation we are clearly concerned with workers and
their aspirations. If we were to think in terms of our members only, we would
have a very limited political rele. If, however, we are thinking mcre widely
of the working class then we have to examine very much morc carelully what
our political role is, In particutar we nced to look at this role in the South

African context.

If we look at the advanced industrial countries then we see what can be
ations - trade unions, co-operatives, political parties and newspapers - that
all see themselves as linked to the working class and furthering its
interests. These working class movemenis are, therefore, powerful social
forces in those societies.

In the capitalist economies these working class movements have power
and organisation yet politically the working ciass is still subject to policies
and practices that are clearly against their interests as the activities of
Thatcher and Reasgan show, This is increasingly leading to intense political

and organisational activity to give the working class and the union movement
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The BSM Women's Group was formed in September 1983, when we realized that
black women on campus played a very sscondary role in student organizations
like B5M. Realizing that this was but a manifestation of our percultar
oppression as women, the BSM Women's Group was formed with the following
broad aim:

SHARPEVILLE 1976 SHARPEVILLE 1980

To unite women students around issues which affect them

i To encourage women to participate in broader struggles

* To develop confidence and provida training skills for women

* To fight sexist attitudes and practices on campus

* To explore the sexist nature of our education system

* To forge links with progressive wamen's groups and other organizations
outside campus

SHARPEVILLE 1984/1985

SHARPEVILLE ...?

To ensure the continuous participation of women in ongoing
organizational work

Anyone interested in joining the Ksmen's Group please contact Partia Maurice
in opptes.

MASS MEETING
VENUE  : METHODIST CHURCH OF AFRICA
J STREET -- TANTYI
TIME  : 7.30pm
SPEAKERS: IVY GCINA -- PE WOMEN'S ORG.

BSM SPEAKER
Transport outside the Great llall leaving at 7pn.

= o S aze b oL

ISSUED BY BSM WOMEN'S GRUUP EXPIRY DATE: MARCH 22
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SHARFEVILLE
Inoche 21 March 1950, thoasands of pecple showed thalr rejecticn of pzsses in
e onstratisas throughout the country.

« Ip Orizeto thousands of peaple pudblicaily burnt thelr passes

s Rt Langa 1Z 009 pecple marched to police stations -- 3 wave shot

4 In mary areas, including MNyanga, Evdten, Cato Manor, Pondoland and lesrust
similar demonstrations tock place and many people were arrested. In scome cases
panple were shot,

£ tharpaville, near Vereamiging, the State respondsd with particular callousress

and brutalily. Although the crowd of 20 000 remained peaceful, police shot at them

204 continued to shoot even as the demonstrators fled. Sixty-nine pecple were

murdered and more than 189 wounded, The massacre at Sharpevi}le marked the cui-

mirnatfon of y=2ars of protest ajainst passes by organizations like the AHC, PAC and

FSAM.

State viclence of this kind is a recurring feature of our history. Similar reactions

teckeplace in 1975, 1920, 1964 and In 1985, The last few weeks have sean more than

I neaple killed in the Eastern Cape aleone! At Crossroads 1B were killed, hundreds

were injured...

Fizses have been used &5 one means of oppression, control and dominaticn of blacks,
especially workers., Our people have alwiys resisted the carrying of passes. Thelr
strujgle against passes {s a vital part of our struggle to end all forms of exploitatio

Miry people have been detained, tortured or killed after Sharpeville. The ANC and PAC
wzre banned, thousands were sentenced to prisen and many were exiled. [In spite of this
recressicn howaver, our struggle has and will continuve, Events like Sharpeville will
nedeter us.  Rgther they resffirm our dedication to fight for a demotratic aad

just seciely.

SHARPEVILLE 1960,
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YOMER AUR THE PASSES

™he 19505 saw & decada of unprecsdanted invelvement of dlack women in political
organizations end in olher more sponteneous forms of protest, Lland shoriages
and land rehabilitation moasures gave rise 2 Incressed migration of black wiwen

rom rurai to urban ar2as.  State veactien w3g the extansica of the pass laws Lo
wwent wha naw had to hawe parmlts 1o live and work in the towns and had also tc
carry refarence books, Dawonstrations by the wan2n forced the State to dvop the
of fendlng clauses temperarily.

Wemen ware mare assertive socially and they came to play a more vital role polttically.
In 1952, many wacien participated in tne DEFIANCE CAMPAIGH and demonstrated that

wemen could play an active and centra!l role in the fiberatory struggle. Ia 1353,
the Bantu Education Azt was passed and the women feught this issue. Their fnvalve-
went ¢ulainated in the formulation of the Women's Charter and the lacrghing of the
federation cf South African Women In 1954, At the founiing confergnze nf FSAW,

ro5t important fssue was seen 3s the threat which the pass ltaws posed to women.

The next year intensification of pass raids on the Rand were the facal point of
2 000 angry women led by Dertha Mashaba and Helen Jasefbh to demonstrate their protest
azainst the unjust laws outside the Union Suildings in Pretoria on the 27 October.
The government announced fts intentfon to issue reference books Lo women and in March
1956, 1 500 women were Induced to carry reference books. The furivus women burnt
thelr bocks on the fellowlng day and this i{liegal action led to their arrest. The
protests were effective in that for the next six nonths, no passes were {ssued to
wonen.

Continued protests and organization resulted In the repetition of the 1955 Fretgria
demonstraticn. 0On August 9, 1956, women led by Liliaa Ngoyl and Helen Jaseph macched
to the Union Bulldings bearing 20 000 petiticns which they were to present to the

Prima Minister. Finding an empty office on their arrival, they sang the anthen,
“Strydom you have tampered with the women, you have struck a rock™, and lef: peatefully.
In 1557 FSAW leaders were arrested and ciargad with treason,
but mat with continued resistence by the women. The last major protest sgainst pass
laws in 1258 was in the form of 3 demgastration gutsida the Johannesburg Pass effices
where woten courtad arrest., Caution dictated the response of the seeming submissicn
of the ANC which met the payments of bail and secured the eventital release of the
women. It was largely pressure from the women that led to the ANC taking up the
pass lssue.

Pass laws were enforced

The protests of the women In the 19505 wet fmportant (or the development of specifically
wozen's orginization in whizh the liberatory strugale took precedanze, but it 3iso
refiected the growing consciousness of many women that the removal of racia) and class
aiscrimination would not remove 311 the diszbilities which they as woman experisnced.
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Fellow Students, '/\

All around us in the Eastern Cape, police are moving
into townships and shooting, teargassing, baton-charging, sjam-~
bokking, and detaining residents.

In the past few days, in Cradock, Fort Beaufort,
Cookhouse, Somerset East, Port Elizabeth, and Uitenhage, at
least seven people have been killed by the police.

On Sunday night members of the Black Sash, while
trying to trace missing schoolchildren in Uitenhage, stumbled
across four of these children handcuffed to a table, one of
them allegedly being beaten, in a room in the police station.

One of the witnesses, PFP MPC, Molly Blackburn, has
been invited by NUSAS to tell students about the current

situation in the Eastern Cape.

Because the SRC believes that we are not getting
the full picture from the press, we urge vou to attend this

meeting at lunch-time tomorrow (Wednesday) in Arts Major.

We feel confident that you will respond to this urgent and

serious issue.

YOUR SRC.

SRC.
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—SRC _CONDEMNS—
POLICE BRUTALITY

This motion was passed unanimously by the SRC at an
Extraordinary Meeting held at lunch-time today (Tuesday 19)

That this SRC

1. The reported witnessing by members of the Black Sash of police assaults on
youths at the Uitenhage police station;

2. That at least seven people have been killed by police in the Eastern Cape
townships in the last few days;

3. The numerous incidents of police brutality in the form of sjambokking, teargas
attacks and shooting of township residents;

And further noting:

1, That PFP MPC Molly Blackburn, ore of the Black Sash eye witnesses - has been
invited by NUBAS to speak at Rhodes;

Believing:

1. In the integrity of the Black Sash eyewitnesses in recounting the alleged
assaults;

2. That such killings have long been associated with the role of the police and
armed forces in South Africa;

3. That such repressive actions fly in the face of the government's stated reform
intentions;

And further Lelieving:

1. That the currdnt violence is not adequately explained by the press and SABC, and
2. That the SRC has a responsibility to provide students with the opportunity to

obtain further information on the situation;

Hereby resolves:

1. To condemn any such assaults as allegedly witnessed by the Black Sash;

2. To condemn in the strongest terms the killings, sjambokkings and teargassing
of residents in the Eastern Cape townships by the police and armed forces;

3. To conrinue to monitor and expose the role of the police and the armed forces
in South Africa;

And further resolves:

1. To provide students with as much additional information on the situation as
possible; and

2, To urge students to attend the meeting at which Molly Blackburn will be speaking.

U g+ -
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A million voices to
stop the constitution

11 UNITED Democratic Front's Mitlion ncwll\w and the new constitution, but ||n:m| When the government refused. the UDEF

Signature  Campaign (MSC) is in fuk swing ing on the forth g cok g and In- | calied for a boyeott of the coloured nnd Indian
across the country. dl w0 elections, elections in August.
Over 250 000 have been collected so far, The August elections have been set up by the $hrough door-to-door work and they MSC,
ition (o the ion and a | poverament (o complete the implementation of [ U1 activists are reaching thousands of people.
dtmmd for 2 democrati g-wcmmem based on | its tricameral pardiunent scheme, Under this np what is o stake under the new con-
the principle of non-racinlism ol colonende and Indiane will b nivan St Do
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In nine mnnlhs the government was forced to
!

coloureds two, Indians one and Africans none.
therehy maintaining the power of the present

withdruw the Orderly M and S
of Black Persons Bill — one of the notorious
Koorahol Bills the UDF was formed 1o oppose.

Vhe povernment stift plans to i

povernmeit.
The UDE opposes this scheme on the basis
that:

Orderly Movement, but as two new ptecu of
fegislation, the Alicns Act and the

¥ ®the was imposed on South Africa
without any consultation;
Ot s tind: atic because # does notl work to

Act.

Both of these Acls are aimed at controlling the
movement of Africans between towns and rural
areas and their access (o jobs and places 1o live.
Control of Africin workers will be almost total if
the Kooraho! Bills are implemented.

The LI will continue its battle against these

the prmcuplc of one person, onc vole:
@1l exch the y of the popul:
access to political puwcr and,

@it maintaine apurtheid,

from

10 )mld a

explain the new constitution means:
@ The continuation of poor living conditions;
@maintenance of low wages and control over
workers. and
®kceping the majorily powerless in pardiament
and other structures of government.

the UDF points out that once the elections
are over, the government’s reform plans will be
complete. Phere is no “next step’ 10 the constitu-
tion.

The power structures which some hope will be
exiended (o Afficans, will be hased on scparate

the UDF called on the g
non-ricial Jum befor ;
constitution or holding mcml eléctions.

g its

House to house succeeds In Natal

THE MILLION signature campaign in Natal
has spread to many arcas and 21 000 signatures
have been collected since February.

Organisations like the Natal indian Congress
{NIC) and the United Cdmmittee of Concern
(UCC) have taken up the campaign
enthusiastically.

Collecting signatures has been hard work. Ac-
tivists spend at least 20 mirivtes at each home
discussing why people should sign. But this has
paid ofl and support for the campaign increases
daily.

In i
signature  blitzes have been or;nnued al
churches, sports fields and shopping centres. A
blitz in centra) Durban collected 8 000
signatures.

10 h to-h

The NIC and the UCC have made lhe MSC
part of their action against the i and

Whites will still dominate parlia-
ment while Africans will e confined o the ban-
tustans with no say in central government.

The uliernative 10 voting puppet leaders like
flendrickse and Rajhansi onto puppet purtia-
menis, is to urganise and build the power of peo-
ple 1o change the system as @ whole, '

the government aims at keeping the majority

the August elections.

Recent mectings to launch the MSC in
Lamontville, Sobantu and Maritzburg have at-
tracted large crowds.

Fieldworkers collecting signatures have faced
problems. People tack delmled lnl’ormauon
about the itution and its i , are
uninformed about the United Democratic an(
(UDF) and are afraid of ‘radicalism’ and ‘getling
involved’. Many are however, willing to sign
after these issues are discussed With them.

Prioritics have been set including intensified
education_at all levels, greater co-ordination
within all sectors of UDF and maximum par-
licipation from all people.

Blitzes get going in Transvaal

THE SIGNATURE campaign in the Transvaal
has moved ino a new phase with s first street
blitz held recently.

Over 70 United Democratic Front (UDF) sup-
porters collected 4 000 signatures during the blitz
in spite of a huge police presence that scared off
some members of the public.

During the blitz two volunteers were assaulted
and several signature forms were destroyed by
unknown men in cars without number plates.

More hlitzes are planned in areas around the
Transvaal to reach out to the broad public. Cam-
paign co-ordinator in the Transvaal, Murphy
Morobe, says the campaign gives activists the
chance Lo bring the UDF message to the masses.
—*Hmr k- the difference- 7

signatures for a petition and the UDF campaign
with its aims of strengthening affilistes and ac-
tivists.”

oor-to-door work around the signature cam-
paign is being done by the Anti-Presidents Coun-
cil Committee, which has afready visited
hundreds of houses. In the Vaal area. the Vaal
Civic Association. Bophelong Youth Congress
and Congress of South African Students (Cosas)
have also collected signatures in door- to-door
campaigns.

qunlurzs are alvo coming in from Leandn —

d with . The
Mumdpnl und Generat Workers Union
{Mgwusa) has taken up the campaign in the
hostels, and the 1 ransvaal Indian Congress (11C)
collected sipnatures at the recent mass taunch of
its £ast Rand branch,

About K aclivists moved into Mamelodi, en
area which is not well organised, and coflected
about | O signatures,

Wits University campus groups held a week's

focus on the campaign. Nusas and the Azanian
Students Organisation (Azaso) wovlned logelher
in ing a mass

worluhops. a media blitz md signature
collecting on campus. Azaso plans to take the
campaign off campus.

A recent meeting of Catholics from the Reef
decided to promote the cempaign in churches,
UDF national secretary Popo Molefe, UDF
patron Father Smangaliso Mkhatshwa and a
member of the Black Sash addressed the
meeting. .

Retoluti itted people to publicising a
statement by Catholic bishops supporting the
| UDF, spenhu to parish_pricsts, and making

for

and ¢ fled through the new con-
ﬂllullnn the Koomhof Bills, detertion and other
security’ laws, influx control, Jocal authorities
und many other luws and institutions,

The UDF aims o building the power of the
rity 10 control their own lives und rule the
countey democrticatly. The UDF aims to buitd
this strenpth through building the strength of its
tles — communily, women, trude union,
youth and political organisations.

It is through these organisations that
prievitnces can bhe taken up. their principles
stressed and people can have democratic con-
trol.

The government has tried to counter the MSC
with & massive media campnign. Adverts on
television have urged Iridians und coloureds to
vate. Hendrickse. Rajhansi and mhm have ap-

- ]
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people’s problems

Acllvl!ls use qvery signsture to tatk about the
UDF and its campaigns, and fo listen to

""'“jt“;d_fauth, workers, civics sign in East Cape

TITE PORD Elizabeth wgnnlurc campaign
Jlected about 2 000 sig in an April blitz

Border targets

1HE BORDER n:ginm of the UDF is con-
u:nlr.llmg on l\\(v issues in it's efforts to
ra (3 ion and mobhilise people.
@l urced removals, which threaten many people
in the region. especially of Mpwali and

peared many limes on news bull

UDF volinteers have been harassed while
collecting sipnatures and UIJI- mectings have
bheen banned.

n the face of this, the UDF has emphasised
the qualily, as well as the quantity of signatures.

Signures collected are supposed 1o educate
-~ people are spoken to, the constitution ex-
plained and opposition through the UDF
emphasised. Voluniéers also listen — to find out
whitt the problems of the majority are and which
gricvances are most pressing.

lhe elects of the MSC will he felt for a long
ach person who signs explains to others
lhuv reason for signing.

tn this way the Ul)F lhmugh the MS( plnm
to ly the groundwork for
apasinst the c\msllulum and the KoornhoT Hills.

@1 he Kournhof Bills, and the Alicns 8ill in par-
ticular,

Border UDY has prepared and distributed a
booklet. oy these hills, and workshops and a
regional seminar have been plinned.

Organisers of the Million Signiture Campaign
sy it his Tost some momentum. hut they are
working at injecting new life and spirit into it.

Even so, X100 signiitures h.w: hcencollcclr:d.

— bringing the total to over 7000 collected in
African areas.

A signature campaign committee was formed
three weeks hefore the Million Signature Cam-
paign (MSC) was launched on March 18,

A workshop was held where the campaign and
its objectives were discussed.

the launch was attended by representatives
from affiliate organisations and the regional
United Democratic Front (UDF) executive.
ARer the press conference a rally, hosted by the
Zwide Rugby Union {Zwiru) took place.

Amos Nyondo, of Zwiru, spoke on non-
racialism and the role of sport while Prince

Msitu,
the camp:

Vice-pre dcn( of the Port Elizabeth B|ack
Civie Organisation (Pebeo), 1 Fazzie, spoke on
civic issues, removals and housing.  Another
speaker, P17 Youth Congress president. Mkuseli
Juck, discussed the role of the youth.

UDF activists collected signatures at a Generat
Warkers Union of South Africa (Gwuda)
meeling,

Over 10 peuplc from different orgamsauons
went on a d door
signatures and collected more “than 750, The
next weekend more were coflected.

Pamphlcts were distributed in coloured areas
and u blitz was held on Aprit 17,

: UDF publicity secretary, discusud

Total soars in Western Cape

THE UNITED Democratic Front (UDF)
collected more than 10 000 signatures for its

i spite of rep and by the
Ciskei povernment,

Organiers sty the Ciskei and South African
governments are making @ concerted effort to
undermine und harass the LY. Some com-
pkled’wgn.ﬂurc forms huve Been scized.
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gn in a three hour blitz in Elsics River on

April 8 — pushing up the number of signatures
collected so far in the Western Cape lo 42 (00,
Three hundred UDF volunteers took part in
the blitz in Ekies River, an overcrowded

1 township in Cape lown.

Farlier during the week, pamphlcts and copics
of the UDI° News were distribuled in the area,
informing people of the planned blitz.

On the day of the blitz the voluntcers were
given an introduction to Elsies River during a
bricfing session,

They spent the next three hours on the streets,
visiting famitics al home, speaking to individuals
in the streets and calling at churches.

A common coniplaing of residents was the re-
cent unnonncement by the city council that
miny would have (o buy their houses or face
cviction.

Ihe decision was clearly causing widespread
resentment and anger as residents raised the is-
sue repeatedty.

they afso complained aboul increases in the
cost ol fiving. especially in the price of basic
Foodstufls and train fares.

Almast alt the Elsies River residents expressed
contempt lor the Labour Panty because # was
seen as collaborating with the South African

goveennent.

Very few residents said they had registered as
volers or intended voling in the elections in
Anpust ]

the blitz in Elsics River — an area largely
made up of two-room houses. semi-detatched
houses. Mt ind shacks — increased the number
of_signatuges coltected in the Western Cape by
10 58D,

Signatures have been collected at mass
mectings, railway stations and cinemas. but most
have been gained through door-to- door .cam-
muigns.

The UD¥ has concentrated on door-to-door
visits because they provide an oppentunily to
speak to as many people as possible, hear their
demands and tell them about the campaign
apainst the new constitution and the Koornhof
Bilks

The campaipn is alo helping w0 draw more
peopte it community organisations. In other
arean covered in the campaign so far, many peo-
e have oliered their names Lo be contacted for
htare work in youth of civic organisations,

tn this way the UDIs signiture campaign is
not merely a collection of names - il ivdilso n

contribution (o the building of i mass

democritic movement.
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| detained under the
" notorious Proclamation
~R252 and interrogated
by Chales Sebe.

A year later Fanti
‘was also briefly
detained. Drought
relief has been with-
eld from those who
have expressed resis-
tance to the removal
and rumours circulated
of the possible with-
olding of pensions.

Yet the people of
Mgwali can'point to a
jealoysly-guarded
right %o freehold
land given to their
forebears in the mid-
nineteenth century.
The land there is fer-
tile, grazing is good
and a perennial river
provides a plentiful
supply of water.

In contrast to this
their new resettlement
area in Frankfort will
provide only small
rented garden plots

on bleak, thorn-scrub
lands that white
farmers never succes-
fully cultivated.

It is therefore not
suprising that the
resent violation of

the Mgwali people's
rights %has in no way

undermined their will
to resist resettlement
and to, retain the land
of their birth. 'The
nine villagers who
were detained are
suing the Ciskeian
government for a

total of R45 000 on
the grounds that

their arrest and im«
prisonment were illg-
gal.

The people also con-
tinued to challange
the Zibula Tribal
Authority which serves
the area as well as
the villages' two
headman, all in favour
of the move.

At a resent meeting
the head of the
Tribal Authority, Adt-
ing Paramount Chief-
tainess Nolizwe
Sandile was greeted
with jeers, heckling
and cries of "we arg
not Ciskeians" when
she urged residents
to pay their Develop-
ment Tax and salute
President Sebe.

The MRA has told a
recent fact-finding
delegation from the
PFP they have the
signed and committed

. harassing the MRA,

support of more than
4000 heads of house-~
holds who represent

the older, original

residents and land-

lords oppoged to the
removals.

They have said they
will hold elections
anytime to show that
the majority of the
residents oppose being
moved .

"I think these arrests
are done purposely

to make the people
scared of what has
happened on this day,
so that people will
not support the MRA.

I don't think this
purpose will succeed
because they are

it's now the MRA
which is gaining pop-
ularity. The chairmar

Despite determined
efforts to resist,
S S
0 -a

established black

resettled by a
government removal
saqued.

Cn February 14th,
the remaining 250
families were mcved
tec a relocation camp
at Pachsdraai, some
100km from the
Bctswana border.

Although cfficials
describe it as "a
beautiful part of the
bushveld®, to the
new inhabitants it is
remote, dry and un-
suitable fcr farmirg.

A mocd of despair
prevails. The

{ pecple do not knew

how much compensation
they will receive fcr
their lost homes, nor
when they will be
paid.

At 4am on Tuesday

14 February the
remcval squad backed
by a special police
task force of 90 men
sealed off the area
declaring it an "op~
erational zone".

MAGOPA-
'People in
rdespair

ship of the ccmm-
unity and their fam-
ilies were then for-
ced into busses,
while their belong-
ings were lcaded

cnto gevernment
trucks.

Gecrge Rampcu, a
tribal committee mem-
ter-leader, who
attempted tc resist
remcval was surround-
ed by police, hand-
cuffed and taken to
Pachsdraai.

Villagers who ven-
tured cut of their
houses were allegéd-
ly bezten with batons.
Some pecple who had
decided tc go tc
EBethanie - the
ancestral land of the
tribe - were fcrced
into busses bound
fer Pachsdraai.

The Minister of Co-
operation and develcp-
ment, Piet Koornhof,
has allegedly broken

an undertaking nct
to remcve the cemmun-

ity until the legal
prccess had run its
full course.

Residents were not
given leave to appeal
against the removal
ordar. Lawyers have
initiated a petition

and committee members
- nNo~-one wants to re-
sign, because they
know what they are
demanding, what they

“If they don't move

voluntarily we’ll take them.

are resisting now."
Wilson Fanti, MRA
chairman.

RHODEO MARCH B4

A voice cver a loud-
hailer warned pecple
te stay inside their
homes. The leader- -

to the Appeal Court to
hear an action quest-
ioning the validity of
the removal order.
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SWAZILAND, waeekend
December 17th, and
Peter Tosh is "coming
home to Mama Afrika®.

ism hit the streets.

dren and youths don
their reggae T-shirts,
false dreadlocks, ras-
tafarian umbrellas,
BN caps, scarves,bad-
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Reggae and Rastafarian-

Mothers, fathers, chil-
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Reggae music blares
out of supermarkets
and clothes shops.
Newspaper Swazi Times'
headlines scream
“"DAGGA SMOKERS ARE
WARNED" amidst rumours
that the mystic herb
would be legalised for
the weekend.

And Peter Tosh, on his
way to Mama Afrika,
attends a Saturday
morning press, arriv-
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JAR WOBBLES IN SWAZILAND C

ing two hours late and
going on to say that
he didn't want any
whites at his concert.
Remember the song
EQUAL RIGHTS?

The drive to the

soccer stadium outside
Mbabane - where the
concert is being held -
is steep and dangerous.
A sign warns motorists
"300 DEATHS ON THIS
ROAD IN 5 YEARS".
Convoys of cars con-
taining reggae fans
champing at the bit
wend their way dubious-
ly down death's edge.
Below lies the field
surging with red,

: gen and yellow.

}l¢

After a number of
beripheral bands,
e’ '0Sh comes onte
the stage at about 4
o'‘clock, in a beige

caftan, dreadlocks, and

"

?

1

dark glasses (a nice
cultural fusion of
Mama Afrika and Father
Europa). A dramatic
rumble from the s«ies,
a bolt of lightning
and it starts to rain.
Special effects from
Jah! The most noble of
reggae fans do not
dive for cover. In his
opening address, Tosh
speaks of the slavery
of the black people
throughout Africa, and
how one day all would
be rid of their opp-
ressive chains. He was
ever that clear as to
““lhow exactly rastafar-
Nianism would lead to
.’.23.1 the struggle to
topple Babylon

{3
A%
\

L»’

politically incoherei
philosophy it doesnl‘
hold much hope). '
But the masses at the
coacert are certainly’
enslaved by the music
The start of most of
Tosh's songs are pre-;
ceded by "...and this|
one is from my new !
album*. No doubt the \
album will sell well.
(MayBe Tosh can buy
Africa and free every
one himself - unless
he has shares in Baby
lon.) But the crowds
are relaxed and no-one
seems to mind that
Tosh is pushing his
new albur. The old fa-
vourites still stir
hearts and feet - GET

(as a sexist and

UP, STAND UP; DOWN
PRESSORMAN; MYSTIC MAN
EQUAL RIGHTS, and of
course LEGALISE IT -~ |
met with a special /
flurry from the ;

,p

enjoy

audience. f
]

All in all the concej
is great. Dreadlock]
inducing rain and a !
peaceful atmosphere
make up for the more
contradictory eleme
of Peter Tosh and
Rastafarianism.

There is still a ng
vibe and rhythm to
reggae. Even if tﬂ
herbal consequencesi
being a rastafarian
lobotomises a lot o
people. and even
hundreds get bust
leaving Swaziland
the end of the weet
I and: I enjoy.
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At the time of going to p;fss in September 1984, there are preventive detention orders
i

in effect against the following people:
Abel Dube Matthew Goniwe
Mbulelo (Goniwe Fort Calata
Patrick Mosiuoa Lekota Archie Gumede
Mewe Ramgobin George Sewpersadh
M J Naidoo Billy Nair
Essop Jassat Aubrey Mokoene
Curtis Nkondo R A M Saloojee
Peter Jones Muntu Myeza
Haroon Patel Sam Kikine
Kadir Hassim Jerry Thlopane
Andries Mapetia Moss Chikane
Saths C(?Oper Madoda Jacob

For most of them this is rfot their first experience of detention.
!
Few people understand the iniquity of the Preventive Detention provisions of the Internal

Security Act. This booklet seeks to explain what the law says about this and other aspects
of repression, and the implications.

i
Published by DPSC, DESCdM, JODAC, Anti-P.C., T.I.C., HAP and Black Sash, 42 de Villiers
Street, Johannesburg.

Printed by Westro Reproductions, 45 1st Avenue West, Parkhurst, Johannesburg.
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PREVENTIVE DETENTION IN SOUTH AFRICA

During August 1984 governmant forces swaoped on leaders of the U.D.F., on leaders of
organisations affiliated to the U.D.F., and on leaders of Azapo, and took them all into Preven-
tive Detention in terms of Section 28 of the Internal Security Act.

Section 28 is one of four sections in the Act which gives the authorities the power to arrest
and detain a person without goihg through the Courts, and to by-pass the normal processes
of law.

Preventive Detention can last for an indefinite period and has no other purpose but to remove
a person from society, to prevent him from doing something which the Minister thinks he
might be going to do.

No-one has any protection against being detained in this way.

e In March 1984, four Cradock community leaders were detained under Section 28.

® InAugust 1984, eighteen:leaders of the protest against the elections for tha tricameral
parliament were detained under Section 28.

®  Abel Dube has been in detention since 21 April 1982. Since 13 November 1982, his
detention has been in terms of Section 28.

e By 11 September 1984, twenty six people had been acted against in terms of Section
28 under the much more|severe conditions imposed by the 1982 “‘reformed’’ Inter-
nal Security Act.

Two of them, David Tobela, who was detained from 27 April 1982 to 10 August 1983,
and Mordicae Tatsa, who was detained from 22 March 1982 to 10 August 1983,
are no longer in detention. Mr Tobela was actually detained on 30 January 1981 but
was put into preventive detention in April 1982.

Neither of them can be quoted. Mr Tatsa is also prohibited from attending any gather-
ings. He is a banned person.

As some day it may happen that a victim
must be found
we’ve got a little list, we've got a
little list
of society offenders who might well be
underground
and who never would be missed
who né¢ver would be missed.

The Mikado: Gilbert & Sullivan
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THE LIST

® Anyone who has pver been detained in terms of Section 28 is
automatically *‘listed’’ and may thus be effectively silenced for the
rest of his life because he may never be quoted nor may anything
he says be published or disseminated unless the Minister can be per-
suaded that his name should be removed from the list.

® Anyone who records or reproduces by mechanical or other means,
or prints, publishes or disseminates any speech, utterance, writing
or statement (or any extract) by a listed person can be sentenced to
three years imprisonment without the option of a fine.

SECTION 28

SHORT DESCRIPTION: ‘Detention of certain persons in a prison in order to prevent
commission of certain offences or endangering security of
state or of maintenance of law and order.’

DETAINING AUTHORITY: Minister of Law and Order.

GROUNDS: (@  Ifin the Minister’s opinion ‘there is reason to apprehend
that the person will commit’ a security offence.

(b)  ‘If he is satisfied that the person engages in’, promotes,
or is likely to promote activities endangering State security
of maintenance of law and order.

(c)  !fhe has reason to suspect that a person previously con-
victed of a security offence, engages or is likely to engae
in activities as in (b).

POWERS OF DETENTION: The Minister on any of the above grounds may direct that
any person be detained in a prison.

DETENTION ORDER: By means of a written notice, signed by the Minister,
and addressed to the member of the Prisons Service who
is in charge of the prison specified.

A copy of this notice tendered by a police officer to the per-
son concerned serves as a warrant for his arrest (although
the officer can also act on a telegram from the Minister,
or the knowledge that the notice exists).

The notice delivered to the person concerned must also be
accompanied by a written statement from the Minister
‘setting forth the reasons for the detention ... and as much
of the information which induced the Minister to issue the
notice ... as can, in the opinion of the Minister, be dis-
closed without detriment to the public interest.’

2
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On Friday 7 September, the Natal Supreme Court declared the detention orders served on
detainees in Natal to be invalid because the Minister had not provided them with sufficient
reasons for the action against them. The Natai seven were released.

New detention orders were issued immediately and were served on the detainees being
held in prison in Johannesburg. 'Police sought the Natal seven in order to redetain them.

In the new order the Minister adhed on one sentence: ‘‘No other information can, in my
opinion, be disclosed without deftriment to the public interest and the maintenance of law
and order.”

On September 10, the Transvaal:Supreme Court turned down an application for the release
of the detainees.

The Judge found that the additional sentence rendered the detentions valid.

CONDITIONS OF ‘in accordance with the provisions of requlations made by
DETENTION: the Minister of Justice.’

PERIOD OF DETENTION: ‘for the period during which the notice is in force’, i.e.
the detention period is stipulated on the Minister's
notice.

In the case of the four Cradock community leaders de-
tained in March 1984, the period stipuiated was 12
months from 31/3/84 to 30/3/85. For the 18 recent de-
tainees, a six month period was stipulated, ending on
28/2/85.

There is nothing to prevent a new notice being served at
the end of the period as has happened in the case of
ABEL DUBE. He was originally detained on 21/4/82,
placed under Section 28 on 13/11/82 for the period of
12 months, which was then renewed for a further 12
months expiring on 31/10/84.

The Minister may also withdraw the detention notice at
any time.

Thus the length of detention is totally at the
him of the Minister of Law and Order.

RIGHT OF APPEAL: The detainee may, within 14 days of receiving his deten-
tion notice, make ‘representations in writing to the
Minister, relating to his detention or release’, and submit
‘any other information relating to the circumstances of
his case.’

ACCESS TO DETAINEE: No person may have access to the detainee or
to official information relating to the detainee,
ekcept the following:

The Minister of Law and Order
The Director of Security Legislation

3

Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



A judge of the Supreme Court
Chairman of a board of review
Any official in the service of the State

However other persons may have access to the detainee
‘with the consent of and subject to such conditions as may
be determined by the Minister or the Commissioner of
Police.’

In addition, a non-listed lawyer may have access to the
detainee within the first 14 days for the sole purpose of
assisting him in making representations.

REVIEW BOARD

Review of the Minister’s Action

A board of review constituted ﬂnder the Internal Security Act is supposed to investigate
and consider the action of the Minister in detaining a person under Section 28, in the following
manner; |

The Minister must submit to thefboard ‘as soon as possible after the expiration of the period
of fourteen days’ the followinngocuments:
A copy of the detention notice
A written statement givinq the reasons and all information which induced him to issue
the notice
Additional relevant information which came to his knowledge after issuing the notice
Copy of any written repriesentation submitted by the detainee to the Minister
Any relevant additional information the Minister deems necessary

The board of review may then, in its discretion, hear oral evidence from any person in-
cluding the detainee.

After consideration, the board must then furnish the Minister with a written report on its
findings, stating whether it is of!the opinion that the detention notice should stand or should
be amended or withdrawn. The Minister must notify the detainee as soon as possibie of
the board’s findings and recomimendations, if any. However, the Minister need not
give effect to any recommendation. If he refuses to do this, then within 14 days
he must submit to the Chief Justice of South Africa copies of all documents previously
submitted to the board of review, together with the board’s report and any further report
he may deem necessary. After consideration of these documents, the Chief Justice must
then either endorse the Ministdr's actions, or he may set them aside if he is satisfied that
the Minister ‘exceeded his powers under the Act, acted in bad faith, or based his decision
on considerations other than those contemplated in section 28.’

PERIODICAL REVIEW

Six months after the detainee was notified of the review board’s ruling on his detention,
he may request the Minister in writing to submit his case to the board of review specifying
any changed circumstances or4 new facts considered as justification for the withdrawal of
the detention notice. The procedure outlined above is then repeated, but with the appropriate
documents.
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The detainee may repeat his re?uest at intervals of not less than six months.

The Minister may himself submitithe case of any section 28 detainee to the board of review

at any time. }

CONSEQUENCES

Consolidated List: |

|

The Director of Security Legislatipn is required to maintain a consolidated list on which
he must enter the names of persons (amongst others) who are or have been detained
under Section 28. He must also! notify such persons in writing that their names have
been so entered. The Act does not stipulate how soon the Director must do this. The Minister
of Law and Order may ‘on godd cause shown’ instruct the Director to remove any
name from the list. Such removals must each be published in the Government Gazette,
but the consolidated list itseif need only be published once every three years.

Restrictions on listed persons:

®  The Minister may by written notice prohibit any listed person from becoming, or con-
tinuing to be a member or pffice-bearer of any organisation or public body specified
in the notice, or from taking any part in its activities. Alternatively, the notice may
impose certain restrictions in regard to such membership.

®  The Minister may serve a banning order on any listed person; this may involve various
prohibitions such as not absenting oneself from a specified area or from a specified
place during specified hours, not entering specified piaces, not communicating with
specified persons, not attdnding gatherings and not receiving specified visitors.

®  Alisted person is disqualiﬂed from standing for election in the House of Assembly
or a provincial council.

® A listed person is disqualiﬂied from being admitted by the court of any division of
the Supreme Court to practise as a lawyer. Any listed person already practising shall
be struck off the roll, on application made by the Director-General: Justice.

Five of the seven people detained in Durban on 21 August are lawyers.

e  Alisted person who fails tojnotify the police of a change of residence or employment
is liable to imprisonment for up to 10 years.

®  Any person who quotes a listed person, regardless of where or when the statement,
speech or utterance was made, is liable to imprisonment for up to three years.

The other three sections of the Internal Security Act which allow the
authorities to detain people without going through the courts are:

Section 50 under which jany police officer of the rank of warrant officer and up,
can detain a person for 48 hours. This can be extended to 14 days on application
to a magistrate. The purpose of this Section is described as ‘action to combat state
of unrest’.
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Section 29 under whig¢h any police officer of the rank of lieutenant-colonel and
up, can order the detent’on of a person for an indefinite period for the ‘purposes
of interrogation’.

Section 31 under which the Attorney-General can order the detention of a person
to hold him or her as a ?otential state-witness in a trial. The period is until the trial
ends, or for six months/if the trial has not yet started.

As at 31 August, 572 people L'lad been detained during the first 8 months of 1984.
i

119 people were known to have been detained during the month of August.

122 people were known to b still in detention at the end of the month.*

Itis not known how many others may be in detention. There is no obligation on the security
police to release such information and they have considerable powers to prevent pubiica-
tions of facts about detentioqs and detainees.

new Constitution. It enables low-key repression through detention to take place unhampered.
By clever timing, the 48 hours can be extended over a weekend. If the 48 hours does not
expire before 4 pm on Friday, the detainee can be held until Monday.

Section 29 is the notorious pr?vision which allows the State to hold people for an indefinite
period, isolated from all contact with the outside world and at the mercy of their interrogators.

Section 50 has been used ex\?nsively against people who are active in opposition to the

Reports of torture through solitary confinement and brutal physical and mentat assault have
been extensively documentel.

Some people held in terms of Section 31 and Section 29 have subsequently been imprison-
ed for refusing to give evide‘ ce against the accused in political trials.

|

Bans on meetings '

In 1976 an emergency ban w#s placed on all outdoor gatherings throughout South Africa.
This ban has been renewed Lregularly since then and has in fact been continuous.

A gathering is defined as ‘‘any gathering, concourse or procession of any number of per-
sons’’ — that is, any gathering of more than one person.

In terms of Section 46 of tbre Internal Security Act, a magistrate may impose a ban on
indoor gatherings in his district for specified periods of time.

Magistrates impose such bans very frequently.
The Minister may also impos% a ban on indoor gatherings in the whole or part of the Republic.

At midnight on 11 Septembér 1984 he imposed such a ban in 21 magisterial districts until
30 September.

* Figures include those in tdetention in the ““independent’” homelands.
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The Minister classified the typ?es of prohibited indoor meetings as follows:

*‘Any gathering held where any government or any policy principle, or any ac-
tions of the Government iof any state, or the application or implementation of
any Act is approved, defended, attacked, criticised or discussed, or which is
in protest against or in support or in memoriam of anything.”

Only recognised political partigs are exempt from these bans.

The penalty for convening or ptesiding over a prohibited meeting may be a fine of R2 000
or two years imprisonment.

The penalty for attending such g meeting may be a fine of R500 or six months imprisonment.

Other tools of repressiori

The State’s repressive powers {vhich can be used to suppress dissent, extra-parliamentary
opposition, protest and effective non-viclent organisation against apartheid do not end here.

It has taken to itself other po‘ ers to ban organisations, to cut them off from financial
resources, to prevent the proper and free reporting of police and military actions, to censor
free speech. i

It has no hesitation in using tﬁese powers.

1984 in South Africa

Throughout 1984 in many differTnt parts of the country, severe action has been taken against
communities who are protesting rent increases, the establishment of Town and Village Coun-
cils, inadequate education, removals, homeland citizenship and the homelands policy, the
new pass laws, and the new Constitution.

Much has gone unreported an:ld the factual situation is not always easy to establish.

What is clear is that amidst the widespread chaos and confusion, anger
and alienation, there is explicitly expressed, total opposition to the policies
of the minority government now in power.

|

Banning meetings and publicatibns, and detaining leaders is the surest way of causing con-
fusion, rumours, violent outbreaks of arson and stone-throwing.

To remove leaders is the surest way of provoking unrest.

The South African government has used repressive measures against its
opponents for 25 years. It has not succeeded in silencing dissent.

It will not succeed in the future.

The ban on outdoor meetihgs has not succeeded in preventing people from
gathering in the streets.

The ban on indoor gathei’ings does not and will not prevent people from
attacking, criticising, dis?ussing, or protesting actions of government or
the laws which oppress them.
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Preventive detention of some leaders will not prevent others from taking
their place.

Why is the South African government NOW mustering all the forces of
repression at its dispospl?
1

Because it is feeling threaténed and insecure. There is no other explanation for its ex-
cessive and hysterical reactidln to opposition to the new constitutional system.

The growth of the U.D.F. is a visible expression at national and regional levels of the deter-
mination of hundreds of lpcal community organisations to resist their continued
dispossession. |

This is undoubtedly a threat|to apartheid.

|
It is not a threat to South Africa.

serious conflicts in our soci

It is one of the most hopeftg‘;igns on the political horizon for eventual resolution of the

To destroy the U.D.F. will npt be to destroy the people’s determination to be free.

To dastroy the U.D.F. will bé to destroy hope for relatively non-violent progress towards
justice, democracy and peace.

|
The constitutional pragramme is in ruins.
The claim of *‘consensus’ ilp denied by events.
The government is beginning :ko realise the essential weakness and vulnerability of the Apar-
theid system. !
{

The governed are realising their strength.

The *‘outsiders’’ are inevitabfy moving in and there is no use in frantically trying to fortify
the battlements against them.

IT’S TIME TO START MOVING TOGETHER
TOWARDS A NEW SOUTH AFRICA
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REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

HIE PRISONS
GE OF THE
C PRISON

TUE MEMBER OF
SERVICE IN CHA
NEW JOHANNFESBUR
JOUANNESBURG

TO:

NOTICE IN TERMS OF SECTION 2U+) OF THEINTERNAL SECURITY ACT, 1982 (ACT 74 OF 1982)

1 hereby In terms of sectlon 28(1) of the Interna! Security Act, 1982 direct that the person men-

New Johannesburg

tioned hereunder be detalned In the
28 Februa

prison unlil

Narme of person:
Address:
Y54

»/l(/‘ﬂév-f-\._ this § &£

Glven under my hang! at

day ol /A/'/M 198 | ¢
.7
s/
0/
/\.— /‘:/’.‘.c.:‘/

S ﬁz‘
MINISTEH OF LAW -AND ORDER

Nole: (1} The person to wham this notice relates (herealler relerred lo as the delalnee)
shall be detained In accordance with the provisions of the regulations con-
tained In the anngxure hereto.

2) The detainee may, —
(i) within lourteen days as from the date on which a copy of th!s notice Is
delivered or tendered lo him make representations In writing lo lhe
Minister regarding his delentlon or release and submil any other Infor-
matlon relating to the circumstances of his case;
() be assisted Hy a legal representative in the preparation of such
documents;
{iti} In wrriting apply to the board of review to give oral evidence belore the
board;
{iv) alter a period of six months as from the date on which he was notlifled of
the outcome of an investigation by the board of revlew, request the
Minister In wriling 1o submit his case lo the board of review lor Invesliga-
tion and consideration and may In such request specily any change In
the drcumstan-Les or of the facts pertaining to his case, which In his
opinion may sefve as justification for the amendment or withdrawal ol
the notice In fofce against him.
3 The detalnee may npt receive any visitor except with the consent of and sub-

fect to such condit

ons as may be determined by the Minisier or the Com-

missioner of the So
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STATEMENT BY THE MINIST
OF THE INTERNAL SECURIL

REASONS FOR THE DE
WITH A NOTICE 1ISSU
SECURITY ACT, 1982

(a)

1 am satisfied tha

activities which e
tb) INFORMATION WHICH
By acts and uttera
in collaboration w

revolutionary clim

causing a situatio

No other informati

detriment to the pu

JC S a

L LE GRANGE

MINISTER OF LAW AND ORDE|

LINIRR 1]
(Z29)

ks

24T e )

R OF LAW AND ORDER IN TERMS OF SECTION 28(3)(b)
ACT, 1982 (ACT 74 OF 1982)

ENTION OF IN ACCORDANCE
D IN TERMS OF SECTION 28(1) OF THE INTERNAL

the said engages 1in

danger the maintenance of law and order.
NDUCED ME TO ISSUE THE SAID NOTICE:

ces the said did himself and
th other persons attempt to create a

te in the Republic of South Africa thereby

endangering the maintenance of law and order.

n can, 4in my opinion, be disclosed without

blic interest.
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Wish’mg you well ouer BUT REMEMBER ..
the Festive Scuason -those detained

-those without jobs

-those being killed by
‘t}‘;ldw’: and police

- tiose t nunqger
in the h"énnzglgds J

WEVER FORGET..
Jrom: in jury to one is
anwuygury to al!

vy .;.-;nmg yp;; u’i; ouer 8UT IZEMEMBEI\

the Festire Season -thos¢ detained
-those without jobs
- those being Kalled by
swoldicr; and q;;ol’:ce
~tnose 1 unqe-
n the hyor’t:glands I
WEVER FORGET...
. in njury to one is
rOm: ]
‘ anwyury to ait!

Wishing you well over BUT REMEMBER...

the Festive Season ~those detained
-those without jobs

- those Dbeing Killed by
e et Pt e
n the h%nt:glands I

YEVER FORGET...
An injury to one 1s
o bu g w
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AN
CONSTITUTIONAL PROPOSALS

In recent months there has been a emendous upsurge in public debate across a wide front,
Sparked off largely by the government's decision lo i - *+:¢ 2 new constitution for So..*' Africa
the debate has gencrated a level of political activity ..... ,cen in this country Tor a generation.
In this issue we focus on the three developments which seem likely lo be most significant for
the future. First in time is the coming together of a large number of black organisations into
# National Forum which produced the Manifesto of the Azanaian People. Second is the emergence
of the Uinited Democralic Front which provides an umbrella for the large number of institutions
opposed to the Constitution and the Koornhof Bills relating to influx contral. Thirdly there is
the new constitution proposed by the National Parly and passed by majority vote in the all-
white parliament.

We hope, in future issues, to participale In the debate about the many important matters arising
out of the thinking now being expressed in the Forum and in the UDF. But in this editorial
we confine our comments to the immediate issue of the Constitulion about which white South
Africans must vote in the referendum on 2 November, 1983,

There are three main reasons why we find the Constitution unacceptable. First and foremost
it excludes the large majority of South Africans and it goes a step further in denationalising all
black South Africans. Their dispossession is entrenched by the new Conslitution. Under the new
plan the President will have the power to decree that most matters pertaining to black South
Africans will not be publicly debated by any of the parli Iry chambers being established.
Far from being a "step in the right direction’ we would argue that the proposed constitution
is a leap backwards which will do untold damage to our country. It is far worse that the constitu-
tion hammered out in the Act of the Union more than two generations ago; it entrenches racism
and dispossession [ar more clearly than did our previous constitution. By explicitly excluding
blacks this constitution carries to ils fogical mad conclusion the Verwocrdian apartheid logic
that blacks who live and work in the South African economy simply don't exist,

The second reason for our rejection of the Conslitution is the lack of adequate safeguards
against the artocralic use of presidential power. The Constitution contains no Bill of Rights pro-
tecting individuals against authoritarian action by the state. The President has far too much room
to amass power which cannot be adequately controlled either by judges or by representatives
of the people. At a time in our history when we should be moving decisively towards taming
the power of the state as personilicd by rulers and bureaucrats in high places, we are being asked
to accept & new constitution which actuafly moves in the opposile direction.

The third reason for our rejection is the very feature which many whites seem to see as a
"step In the right direction’; namely, the provision of representation for ‘coloureds’ and ‘indians’,
which will in fact serve 1o entrench group consciousness, racism and apartheid rather than to
reduce it. For example, in the field of local government, or of welfare, in terms of the new Con-
stitution, mone; will presumably be paid by the central governments to the different race chambers
which will in tun decide how money shoubd be allocated for theirrespective ‘groups’. Thismeans:
in practice that the separation of institutions and of budgets will be entrenched along racial lines.
There will thus presumably be white mental health budgets, coloured mentat health budgets,
Indian mental health budgets, and by the grace of the President. black mental health budgets;
all with their own personnetl. And responsible to diffcrent masters. How then will those con-
cerned about working with the mentally handicapped in a particular geographic area manage
to co-ordinate an effective, flexible and compassionate service to those most in necd in a situa-
tion where there are nothing like adequate resources available? Allocating scarce resources along
group lines, particularly if different sums are made available to different groups is highly likely
to promole envy and conllict between those groups. Racism thus becomes constitutionally
exacerbated.

We cannot see that the proposed Constitution has any chance of succecding except by force.
A constitution has (o be acceplable to the majority of people who will five under it, yel this
Constitution was unilaterally devised by the National Party to entrench National Party ideology.
Notl only was it not the resull of consultation and co-operation across all sections of the popula-
tion; it did not even receive a full debale in the partiament of the ‘white’ people.

The range of organisations opposed to the Conslitution is vast. The Churches have declared
themselves oprosed Lo it: the Anglican, the Congregational, the Methodist, the Moravian churches;
the N.G. Sendingketk, the Roman Catholic Bishops. the South African Council of Churches.
Popular movements such as the United Democratic Front reveal the extent of mass population
opinion ranged against it. In addition, the vision of a future South Africa contained in the National
Forum Manifesto reveals the inclevence of the Constitution for those with a long term political
perspeclive.

This Constitution must be thrown out by the ‘white’ community because in itself it is
discriminalory, authoritarian and racist. It Is also an inadequate response lo the demands of South
Africa and fts people.

South African Outlook

THE NATIONAL FORUM

Over 170 black consciousness organizations were represented at the National Forum,
which was held at Hammanskraal on 11 and 12 June. Their vision of the future is

contained in the 1. .inifeslo.
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Despite the fact of differences in ideology,
stralcgy and ltactics; despite scparate
organisations, priorities and personalities,
the most remarkable thing, about the re-
cent upsurge in creative political thinking
among so wide a section of South African
sociely is the determination that it is not
to be the Nationalist government that will
alone make the decision: about what sort
of fulure society shall obtain in South
Africa. While the National Party attempts
to restructure the political future (after
having attempted the radical restructur-
ing of the social and economic palterns
in the design of apartheid), the attempts
by this vast number of other groups and
organisations to agree on the future
disregards these constitutionaf changes in
favour of a much longer term future.

The National Forum Commiltee, which
consists of a number of leading black
figures concerned with deteriorating rela-
tionships among black opposition groups,
organised and conducled a two day
gathering of about 800 people represen-
ting over 170 organisations al Hamman-
skraal on 11712 June 1983. "We have set
no political programme .. . we need . ..
to map out the basis for a closer working
relationship of all organisations not-
withstanding their ideological orienta-
tion.” The National Forum Commitlec
did not sce itself as setting up an organisa-
tion, but rather providing a forum to
bring togelher in discussion a broad spec-
trum of groups and individuals opposed
to the apartheid structurcs.

The background to some of the leading
members of the NFC is firmly within the
Black Consciousness movement. After the
mass bannings of BPC organisations in
1977, the movement seemed to stagnate,
but now it scems to be undergoing cer-
lain changes, especially the broadening of
its analysis of the struggle, which has had
lhe cffect of revitalising the movement.
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The fundamental pillar of Black con-
sciousncss is that ‘in the South African
conlext. there are bwo classes of people,
the oppressor and the oppressed. The op-
pressed and exploited are the disenfran-
chised, and can therefore not join hands
with whites — no matter how sincere
those whiles may be’. On the other hand,
there are a number of groups who have
declared that they accept the Freedom
Charter, and they refer to themselves as
“progressive democrats”, and advocate co-
operalion with those whites committed
to dismantling aparthcid. Attempts have
been made to reconcile the two. At a
mecling in Sowcto two years ago, one
speaker stressed that while ideology was
important in shaping the policy of any
liberation movement, differences in
ideology should not be over-emphasised
because this could direct attention from
the real enemy, apartheid. While it is teve
that most of the progressive democrats are
in the UDF, and most of the Black Con-
sciousness organisations in the National
Forum, it would be wrong to focus only
on the differences. There is a certain
amount of overlap between the two
movements. Members of UDF at  the
Forum in their private capacity did not
oppose the adoption of the resolutions
which were consolidated in lhe Forum
Manifesto. These included individuals
from the South African Allied Workers
Union, The General and Allied Workers
Union, and the Congress of South African
Stucents. Leading members of the Coun-
cil of Unions of South Africa, the Com-
mercial Catering and Allicd Workers
Union, and the Soweto Civic Association,
all part of the UDF are members of the
National Forum Committee. NF
spokesperson Ishmail Mkhabele said, “We
fully support what the UDF is working
for ..." At the Forum, it appcared that
differences in opinion as o the question
of whiles had narrowed with the will-

ingness of the Black consciousness
organisations to concede that individual
whiles could be genuinely opposed to
racism.

Keynote speakers included Bishop Tutu,
Dt Neville Alexander, Dr Manas
Buthelezi and Mr Lybon Mabasa. Bishop
Tutu addressed himself to the unresolv-
ed differences between the two group-
ings. “What does it really matter whethcr
you say you are an exponent of black
consciousness and somebody else is an
upholder of the Frecedom Charter? The
struggle itself is for our total fiberation and
the liberation of all the people of South
Africa, black and white, lo live in a South
Africa where the rule of law oblains,
where habeas corpus holds sway, wh. ¢
all have citizenship rights and obligation
Is that not what we are striving for?” He
went on to say that total freedom was the
only goal of the black people and they
would not ask whites for it because it was
their inatienable Tight. “We have been
created free, for freedom’s sake. That is
why we are not asking the whites’ per-
mission lo be free.”

Dr Manas Buthelezi said it was in the in-
terests of black people to limit, as far as
possible, potential enemies within black
ranks. "In South Africa, apartheid is a way
of life based on fear of neighbours. As in
all forms of human behaviour motivaled
by fear, distance becomes the measure of
sccurily in the instance of apartheid. But
the security of distance does nol solve the
problem of decp-seated fear which racism
tries to resolve.

Instead racism denics itself the opportuni-
ty of neutralising lear by transforming the
imagined encmy into a friend. It is natural
for a minorily to fear a majority — but
I know of no shortcut solution other than
that the minority should make friends
with the majority.”

Dr Alexander’s speech is presented in a
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slightly shortencd form as the next arti-
cle. and it serves to poinl out some of the
thoughts behind the concepls of nation
and cthnic groups thal were discussed.
The delegates voted unanimously to

adopt the Manifesto of the Azanian Peo-
ple — asocialist document bascd on four
main principles: anti-racism and anti-
imperialism; non-cotlaboration with the
oppressor and its political instruments; in-

dependent working class organisations:
and opposition 1o all alliances with the
ruling-class partics. Wce reprint the
Manifesto and some of the key resolu-
tions passed by lhe Forum.

The immediate goal of the national libera-
tion struggle now being waged in South
Africa is the destruction of the system of
vacial capitalism. Apartheid is simply a
particular socio-polilical expression of this
system. Qur oppression to apartheid is
therefore only a starling point for our
struggle against the structures and in-
terests which are the real basis of
apartheid.
In South Africa, as in any other modern
capitalist country, the ruling class consists
of the ewners of capital which is invested
in mines, factories, Jand, wholesaling and
distribution networks and banks. The dif-
ferent seclions of the ruling class often
disagree about the best methods of main-
taining or developing the system of “free
cnterprise’, as they call the capitalist
system. They are united, however, on the
need to protect the system as a whole
against all threats from inside and butside
the country.
(There follows a brief restme of the
listorieal process by which the capitalist
class had lo organise the peasantry in order
to averthroro the fendal system in Enrope.
Ont of this struggle come the nationalist
democrafic irleclogies of Enrope.)

In the twenlieth century in the colonies
of Europe, however. the situation has
been and is entirely different. In these col-
onics, European or metropolitan
capitalism (i.c. imperialism) had become
the oppressor who brutally exploited the
colonial peoples,

(A class of colonial safellite capitalists was

sel up, which was by its nature entively

parasitic on the melropelibin capitalists.)
In South Afsica, a peculiar development
took place. Here, the nati.nal bourgeoisie
had come lo consist of a class of white
capitalists. Because they could only farm
and mine gold and diamonds profitably
if they had an unlimited supply of cheap
labour, they found it necessary to create
a split labaur market ie. one for cheap
bluck labour and one for skifled and semi.
skilied (mainly white) labour. This was
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made easier by the fact that in the pre-
industrial colonial period white-black refa-
tionships had been essentially master-
servant relations. Racialist attitudes were
therefore prevalent in one degree or
another throughout the country.
In order to sccure their fabour supply as
required, the national bourgeoise in South
Africa had to institute and perpetuate the
system whereby black people were
denied political rights, were restricted in
their freedom of movement, tied to the
land in so-called ‘native reserves’, not
allowed to own landed property
anywhere in South Africa and their
children given an education ... that
‘prepared them for life in a subordinate
sociely’. Unlike their European
predecessors in the 18th and 19th cen-
turies, the colonial national bourgeoise in
South Africa could nol complete the
bourgeois revolution . . . They did uol in-
corporate the entire population under the
new state on the basis of legal equality,
they could uo! unite the nation. On the
contrary, ever since 1910, elaborate
strategies have been evolved and im-
plemented To divide the working people
into ever smaller potentially antagonistic
groups. Divide and Rule, the main policy
of any imperial power has been the com-
pass of every govarnment of South Africa
since 1910.
(To juskify these policies, ‘racist’ ideologies
were sel up and elaborated, and since
1948, with socio-political theories based on
race in disrepule because of Nazism, ellmici-
tv replaced the concept of ‘race’)
It is to be noted that this theory of ethnici-
ty continued to be based on the idvology
of ‘race’ as far as South Africa was con-
ccrned. From the point of view of the rul-
ing class, however, the theory of ‘cthnic
groups’ was a superior instrument of
policy because, as 1 have pointed out, it
could explain and justify even grealer
fragmentation of the working people
whose unity held within itsclf the message
of doom for the capitalist apartheicd
syslem in this country.
The fact of the matter is that the

Afrikaner National Party used ethnic
theorics in order 1o justify Bantustan
strateisy whereby it crealed bogus ‘na-
tions’ and forced to accept an Hlusory ‘in-
dependence’ so that the working class
would agilate for political righls in their
own so-called ‘homelands’. The idea, as
we all know, was to create, revive and en-
trench antagonistic feclings of difference
between language groups (Xhosa, Zulu,
Sotho; Tswana, elc), religious groups
(Muslim, Hindu, Christian elc), ‘cultural
groups’ (Griqua, Malay, Coloured etc) and
of course ‘racial’ groups (African, Col-
oured, Indian, White elc).

Multiracialism, Non-racialism and
Anti-racism.

The word ‘wen-macial’ can only be accepted
by a racially oppressed people if it means
that we reject the concept of ‘race’, that
we deny the existence of ‘races’ and thus
oppose all actions, praclices, beliefs and
policies based on the concept of ‘race’. If
in practice (and in theory) we continue to
use the word ‘non-racial’ as though we
believe that South Africa is inhabited by
Your so-called 'races”, we are still trapped
in multi-racialism and thus racialism. Non-
racialism, meaning the denial of the cx-
istence of races, lcads on to anti-racism
which goes beyond it because the term
not only involves the denial of ‘race’ but
also opposition to the capitalist structures
for the perpetuation of which the
ideology and theory of ‘race’ exist,

Ethnic Groups, National Groups and
Nations
It has been shown by a number of writers
that the National Party’s use of the ler.
minology of cthnicity is conlradictory and
designed simply to justify the apar-
theid/Bantustan policies. Thus, for exam-
ple, they claim, among other things, that:
a) The "African’ people consist of be-
tween 8 and 10 different ‘cthnic
groups’, all of whom want to allain 'na.
tional’ i.e. Banlustan ‘independence’,
) The ‘Coloured’ people consist of at
least threc diffcrent ‘ethnic groups’
(Malay, Cape Coloured, Griqua and
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possibly ‘other Coloured’). On Ihe
other hand, ‘Coloureds’ themselves are
an cthnic group, but not a ‘nalion’.

) The Indian’ people constitute an cthnic
group as do people of Chinese origin,
bul these are not ‘nations’.

d) the “White’ people consist of
Afrikaans, English and other cthnic
groups but constitute a single nation
i.c. the while nation of South Africa.

(The question ef the different pepelintion
registration groups hns presenled o mejor
problent to the libevtion movemeni. There
are three broad calegaries of response.)

-~

. (For some the population regishution
groups are ‘natiowal groups’, or ‘racinl
groups, or somelimes ethnic gronps. They
sary thal this is self-evident and a reality.
The danger of this approach is that the
‘national graup’ theory gives expression lo,
and thereby reinforces separatist amd
disruptive tendencies. The adlicrents of this
theory believe paradoxically that their na-
tional groups can exist with the different
culbires inside a wnilary stale.)

Of course there are historically evolved

differences of language, religion, customs,

job specialisation ctc among the different

groups in this country, But we have to

view these differences historically, not

statically. They have been enhanced and

arlificially engendered by the deliberate
y : kecping th

tion registration groups in separate com-
partments, making them lead their lives
in group isolation except in the market
place. This is a historical reality. 1t is not
an unchanging situation that stands above
or outside history. | shall show how this
historical reality has to be reconciled

thrangh elass struggle with the reality of a

single nation. The danger inherent in this

kind of talk is quite simply that it makes
room both in theory and in practice for
the preaching of ethnic separatism.

2. There is a diametrically opposite view
wilhin the liberation movement cven
if it is held by a very small minority of
people. According to this vicw, our
struggle is not a struggle for national
liberation. #t is a class struggle pure and
simple, one in which the ‘working
class’ will wrest power from the
‘capitalist class’.

For this reason, the workers should be
organised regardliess of what so called
group they belong to. This tendency
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seems o say (in heory) that the
historically evolved differences arc ir-
relevent or at best of secondary
importance,

‘ind it difficult to take I position
scriously. Isuspect that in practice the
activists who hold this vicw are com-
pelled to make the most acrobatic
compromises with the reality of racial
prejudice among ‘workers”.

(The best description of the third view
is dhat given by Presidhent Muchel in
Augnst 1982, (See SA Outlook,
My 1983 for the full text of this
speech.) He soid, among other things:
Qur nation was not moulded and forg:
cd by feudal or bourgeois gentlemen.
It arose from our armed struggle. It
was carved out by our hardworking
calloused hands.
Thus during the national liberation
war, the ideas of country and frecedom
were closely associated with victory of
the working people. We fought lo free
the land and the people. The unity of
the Mozambican nation and Mozam-
bican patriotism is found is the essen-
tial components of, and we emphasise,
anti-racism, socialism, frecdom and
unity.
(Even though Frelimo in earlier vears
had recoguised differences, the develop-
ment of the armed struggle had monld-
ed the separale clements inlo one
nalion.)
Ours-is wot-a- society tn which faces
and colours, tribes and regions co-exist
and live harmoniously side by side.
We went beyond these ideas during
a struggle in which we sometimes had
to force people’s consciousness in
order for them to free themselves from
complexes and prejudices so as lo
become simply, we repeat, simply
people.
Every situation is unique. The experience
of Frelimo, while it may have many
lessons for us, cannot be duplicated in
South Africa. Certainly the population
registration groups of South Alrica arc
neither tribes” nor ‘ethnic groups” nor ‘na-
tional groups’. In socialogical theory, they
can be described as colour castes or more
simply as colour groups . . . What is im-
porlant is to darify the relationship be-
tween class, colour, culture and nation.
The economic, material language,
religious and olher differences between
colour groups are 1eaf | ..
However, these differences are neither

il

permancent nor necessarily divisive i

are restructured and redirected i

purposcs of national liberation ane

in order to build the nation. The
class has used language, religious ar
differences among working peoy
order to divide them and to disor;
them. Any organisation of the pcop
does not set oul lo counteract

divisive lendencies st up by the 1

class stralegics merely ends up by e

cing these strategics . . .

The black working class can take th

of completing the democratisation

country on its shoulders. It alone car
the oppressed and exploiled classes.

1o become the leading class in the bt

of the nation. It has to redefine tl

tion and abolish the reactionary ¢
tions of the bourgeoisie and of the
tionary petly bourgeoisic. The nali-
to be structured by and in the inter
the black working class. But it cat
do so by changing the enlire syst:
non-racial capitalism is impossil
South Africa. The class struggle a
racial oppression become one sl
under the general command of the
working class and ils organisations.
colour and nation converge in tl
tional liberation movement
(He wenl on lo list some pra. "
in twhich this could be achic.

1. Political and economic organisa!
the working people should as
possible be open to all oppresse
exploited people regardless of ¢

2. All struggles (local, regional ar
tional) should be linked up. No
gle should be fought by one .
group alone,

3. Cultural organisations that ar
locally or geographically limit
valid community reasons shou
open to all oppressed and exg
people.

4. The libcration movement F
evolve and implement a deme
languaye palicy not for tomorre
for today.

These are sketchy ideas that hava

fifled in through democratic and

discussion in all organisations ar
plementced as soon as we have est
ed the necessary structures and me

The historic role of the black

ing class

The black working class is the q
force of the liberation struggle in
Africa, it has to cnsure that the leac



of this struggle remains with it if our ef-
fo.' are not to be deflected into channels
of aisaster. The black working class has
to act as a magnet thal draws all the other
oppressed layers of our saciety, organises
them for liberation strugsle and infuses.
them with the consistent democralic

socialist idcas which alone spell death to
the system of racial capitalism as we know
it today.

In this struggle the idea of a single nation
is vital because it represents the real in-
lerest of the working class and therefore
of the future socialist Azania ., .
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[ belicve that if we view this question of
the nation and cthnicity in this framewark
we will understand how vital it is that our
stogans are heard throughout the length
and breadth of our country.

One People, One Azania!

One Azanial One Nation!

MANIFESTO OF THE AZANIAN PEOPLE

Qvur Struggle for national liberation is directed against the
system of racial capitalism which holds the people of Azania
in bondage for the benefit of the small minority of while
capitalists and their allies, the white workers and the reac-
tionary sections of the black middle class. The struggle against
apartheid is no more than the point of departure for our libera-
tion efforts. Apartheid will be eradicated with the system of

racial capitalism.

The black working class inspired by revolutionary con-
sciousness is the driving force of our struggle. They alone can
end the system as it stands today because they alone have
nothing at all to lose. They have a world to gain in a
democralic, anti-racist and socialist Azania. 1t is the historic
task of the black working class and its organisations to mobilise
the urban and the rural poor together with the radical sections
of the middle classes in order to put an end to the system of
oppression and exploitalion by the white ruling class. The suc-
cessful conduct of national liberation struggle depends on the
firm basis of principle whereby we will ensure that the libera-
tion struggle will not be lurned against our people by
treacherous and opportunistic “leaders™. Of these principles,
the most important:

* Anti-racism and anti-imperialism. )

* Non-collaboration with the oppressor. and its palitical
instruments,

* Independent working-class organisation.

* Opposition to all alliances with ruling-class parties.

In accordance with these principles, the oppressed and ex-
ploited people of Azania demand immediately.

1. The right to work.

2. The right to form trade unions that will heighten revolu-
tionary worker consciotisness.

3. The establishment of a democratic, anti-racist worker
Republic in Azania where the interests of the workers shall
be paramount through worker control of the means of pro-
duction, distribution and exchange.

Resolution 2

That this Nafional Forum noting:

1) The struggle waged by the toiling masses is nationalist in
character and socialist in content;

2) The black working class is the vanguard of this struggle
towards the tolal liberation from racist capitalism;

3) The future Azanian stale will be an anti-racist, democratic
one;

4) The international imperialism and racist capitalism systems
promote the bantustans as counter-revolutionary elements
to-the revolutionary forces;

And further noting that

1} The usage of the land shall not be to the benefit of Azanians
only but {or the benefit of all Africa, the Third World, and
the inlernational community as a whole;

Therefore resolves that:

1) The land and all that belongs to it wilt be wholly owned
and conlrolled by the Azanian people;

2) Each individual will be expected to contribute labour
according 1o ability;

3) All the procceds accruing from collective labour shall be
distributed according to the needs of each and every in-
dividual in Azania;

4) The usage of the land and all that accrues from it shall be
aimed at ending all forms of exploitation of man by man.

Resolution 3

Seeing that relevant and reliable communication between the
oppressed/masses is minimal and does not fully express their
aspirations, because we have fo contend wilh the white Tiberal
press, state-controlled radio and television and literature ex-
pressing a ruling class perspective and also serving lo propagate
the apartheid ideoclogy:

And seeing that the present means of communication only
reaches literate people;

We resolve that;

Cultural organisations be fully supported and utilised to
enhance communication amongst the people by forming units
that would take relevant art and literature, especially drama
as it uses the spoken word.

Resolution 4

That this house declares its non-recognition and rejection of
any portion of the Azanian soil being alienated. i

We also declare that the AZANIAN PEOPLES REPUBLIC will
demand back such portion of fand with all the power at its
command.

And this house further supports the legitimate right of the
Namibian people to the area called Walvis Bay as being their
property and not belonging lo the racist South African regime.

Other resolutions deall with the exeention of the ANC members in the
week preceding fhe National Forum, and called for the withdrawal of
South African ferces from Namibia.
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THE UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRON

The popular front organization of the progressive democrals

A : N i i

ARDARITRRIRRI o7 4

i

The context of the UDF is of a people
who have begun to asserl their right to
delermine every aspect of their daily
lives. It is the conlext of a people who say
“Not” to the misery of their existence
under apartheid, "No!” to the Group
Areas Act, the Pass Laws, the police who
hound them in Mdatsane and KTC. 1t is
the context of a people who, in Dr
Boesak's words, are saying: "We want all
our rights, we want them here, and we
want them now!”

But the UDF is about more than the
politics of refusal. For, in the organisations
and committees that form the heart of the
broad front, is to be found the vision and
the practice of the altemative socicty. The
goal — a free, non-racial and democratic
South Africa = is being built already, on
the ground, by the thousands who have
rallied to declare their opposition to the
constitutional and Koornhof bills. It is
these struggles, of ordinary Soulh
Africans building and extending their
organisation and strength, that hold out
the real hope for change in our confused
and Increasingly violent country.

The UDF itself is the fruit of short but in-
tense process of building popular
organisations over the last few years.
Where the black consciousness move-
ment was limited by its distance from the
masses, a new generalion of activists,
drawing on the bitter experience of 1976
began the difficult and painstaking task
of building solid organisation linked to
the day-to-day concerns of the ordinary
worker and tenant. People realiscd that
change depended on their own strength
and thal this had to be fruitfully channcl-
ed and organised.

It was these struggles ~ over wages, over
safety conditions in factories, over the due
dale of clectricily accounts, over over-
crowded classraoms, and rising bus-fares
~ that gave lo many 2 first opportunity
to express their sense of grievance and
disaffection. For many it was the first con-
crele experience of challenging authori-
ty. of claiming their duc in the country
of their birth. The grassroots organisa-
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tions, the trade unions, civic women'’s and
stuclent organisalions, were the arenas in
which people learned to challenge the
situation in which they found themselves,
to gain some measure of conlrol over
their lives and to assert their desires for
a land free of oppression and exploitation.
These small struggles over day-to-day
issucs consolidated a broad base of op-
position to the effects of apartheid on
every level of people’s lives. Increasing-
ly. since its emergence in the late seven.
ties and early eighties, it is this broad
democratic movement that has embodied
the hopes and aspirations of ordinary
South Africans. As they have linked
together in joint campaigns such as the
anli-Republic day and anti-SAIC cam-
paigns in 1981, so they have placed a new
question on the agenda of South Af:ican
politics: the qucstion of who governs in
our society, of who makes decisions. The
locus of opposilion has shifted quite
decisively outside of parliament, and in-
to the hands of those who have no for-
mal or official say in the political process.
$otoo, the pe

future that includes all South Africans,
black and white, has been thrown to the
fore.

It is this, above all, that has thrown the
South African government into crisis. The
political impact of the mass refusal to ac-
cept the controls of apartheid has combin-
ed with the deeper structural problems to
make the present sysiem  untenable.
Uncemployment, skills’ shortages, reces-
sion, the independence of the Southern
African states, and a lack of political
legitimacy in the face of the range of
popular struggles, have forced the Na-
tionalist goverinent in recent years lo
confront the imperatives of change. The
attempt has been scen as a process of
‘passive revolulion’ being initiated,
restructuring from  above, in which
changes are engincered above all to divide
and weaken the fundamental demands
that ordinary South Africans have put
forward.

The threat of the new Constitution and

the Koornhof Bills is not just the pc
tion, and indeed the intensifica
apartheid controls. Rather, in an :
to scize the initiative, the governr
sc! in motion a political process
fashions in its own way the cor
words like ‘change’, ‘non-racialis
‘democracy’. It is a political challer
has been thrown at popular organ
precisely to weaken and underm
real opposition they represent.
The strength of these organisati
lain in their grassrools concerns, a
localised and regional depth. N
new constitutional and Koornh
called for a response that was me
key and political, and that would
be co-ordinated on a national les
all the strength that could be m
By themselves and given the im
concemns, the relatively you: - de:
movement was in no posilio: '¢
the threat and dangers of th.
package’.

This was the context in which the
tion of the UDF became an urg
would see the consolidation
undemocratic process of governn
the weakening of the impetus for
the necessity was an immediate
together of forces an the basis of
term programme lo reject the
ment's moves. The governin
crealed a short period of le
where, in its attempts to chaim co
its plans, it must aHow the poss:
open dissent, This is the ‘gap’ ¢
that the UDF has been able to
A narrow political organisation 1
vulncrable to repression and v
easily isolated. By contrast, Ul
front approach provides immcc
tection and strength in the u
range of organisations. Structurq
the churches have played a cruc
undermining apartheid, and in g
ing ordinary people to take the
of political involvement. Further
brella’ of the UDF is geared lo
political issues. The form,




avoids the problem of compromising the
specific grassroots work of organisations;
indeed, it extends the possibilitics of link-
ing the range of struggles and of giving
“em a new conlent, pro s Hing political
explanations for the source ur people’s op-
pression. The national structures that have
been established provide, for the first time
in decadcs, the possibility of co-ordination
and planning on a widc scale.
The priority then, in the first phase of the
formation of UDF has been to build the
legitimacy and short-term strength of this
particular form of opposition. Now,
within the front, a serics of difficult tasks
will have lo be confronted; the develop-
ment of a realistic programme of action.

The message of UDF in this context, has
gone beyond the mere ‘politics of refusal’.
It has presented the alternative of a South
African in which all its pcople, black and
white, will have a say in the affairs of their
lives. It has preseried e vision of a South
Africa free from Group Areas removals,
from hunger, homelessneéss and division
in the land of plenty.

The task of constructing this vision, of
building and ensuring that future, has
decisively begun. The emergence of UDF
presenls a promise, and a challenge. The
choice is a stark one, and must surely be
to ensure that we play our part in the
realisation of the aspirations of all our peo-
ple in this troubled land.

Altention must be given to the
strengthening of the constituent organisa-
tions that form the real basis of the front;
and rpom must be found to give a fuller
content to the political space and excile-
ment that has been generated.

Awakened Hope

To thousands of South Africans, the UDF
has meant more than the possibility of op-
posing and rejecting the government's
plans. It has reawakened 2 hope and a
determination lo struggle for real change.
In the short period of its existance, the
UDF has already provided, in a real sense,
a feeling that there is a way out.

. e ¢ 1 b Y e

?—:POSITIVE’ SIDE,
AllSK

t understand the way these people feel,
But it is not truc that apartheid has the
support of all white people. We must not
allow our anger for apartheid to become
the basis for a blind hatred of all white
people. Let us not build our struggle upon
hatred and hope simple revenge.
The nature and the quality of our strug-
gle for liberation cannot be delermyined
by the colour of onc’s skin but rather by
the quality of onc’s commitment to
justice, peace and human liberation.

Liberation
The government has been pushing ahead
with these proposals precisely because

they have been supporled and accepted
by some people from the black communi-
ty who think that the short-term
economic gains and the semblance of
political power are more important than
the total liberation of all South Africa’s
, =oplc.

>0 our struggle is not only against the
white government and their plans, but
against those in the black community
who through their callaboration seck to
give credibility to these plans,

South Africa belongs to all its people. It
is not safc in the hands of people — black
or white — who depend upon economic
exploitation and human degradation to

build their empires, who need the
of cthnic supceriority to cove
nakedness of their racialism, who
their privileged positions by
repression of the weak, or who pu
faith simply in the madness of gr
militarism.

So, for the  -*¢ of our country a
children, whether you be white or
resist these people whether they be
or black.

We are doing what we are doil
because we are white or blac
because it s right.

We want all of our rights, we war
here and we wanl them now.

Dr Allan Boesak, one of the patrons of
the United Democratic Front, gave the
main address at the UDF nalional launch
rally at the weckend. Dr Boesak is also
president of the World Alliance of
Reformed Churches. This is an ediled ex-
tract from his speech.

People ask me “Why do you not sce the
posilive side of apartheid?” For those of
us who are black and whe suffer under
this system, there is no positive side.
How can aparthcid be positive when in
- of Chriclianity it spawns policics
which cause little children to die of
hunger and malnutrition, which break up
black family life, and which spell out a
conlinuous hopeless death for millions of
black people?

How can apartheid be positive when
it keeps part of South Africa's children
manacled in the chains of unfreedom and
the other part in the chains of fearl
Even so, the time has come for white peo-
ple to realize that their destiny is inex-
tricably bound with our destiny. They
shall never be free until we are free.
People who think that their securily and
peace lic in Lhe perpetuation of intimida-
tion, dchumanization and violence are not
free. They will never be free as long as
they have Lo lic awake at night worrying
whether a black government will one day
do the same to them as they are doing to
us when while power will have come to
its inevitable end.

What is posilive about the government'’s
constitutional proposals? Let me repeat
the reasons why we reject these proposals.
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Muwslim, have no option but to reject
these proposals.

The new proposals will make apartheid
less blatant in some ways. It will be
modernized and streamlined, and in its
new multi-coloured cloak it will be less
offensive to some. Nonctheless, it will still
be there. Apartheid is a thoroughly evil
system and cannot be modified, moder-
nized or streamlined. It must be
eradicated.

To those who ask why we are not
satisfied and when we shall be satisfied,
we must say in clear, paticnt terms: We
shall not be satisfied as long as injustice
reigns supreme on the throne of our land.
We shall not be satisfied as long as those
whoa rule us arc not inspired by justice but
dictated by fear, greed and racialism.
We shall not be satisficd until South
Africa is once again one undivided coun-
try. a democracy where there shall be
meaningful participation in a democratic
process of government for alt our people.
We shall not be satisficd until the wealth
and riches of this country are shared by
all,

We shall not be satisficd until justice rolls
down like waters and righteousness like
a mighty strcam,

The question of whites and blacks work-
ing together has been mentioned by some
as the reason why they refuse to give us
their co-operation. They arc saying o us
that white people cannot play a mean:
ingful role in the struggle for juctice in this
coundry because Lhey are always, by defi-
nition, the oppressors.

® Racism, so embedded in South
African society, is once again written
into the constitution.

@ Al the basic laws which are the very
pillars of apartheid remain untouch-
ed and unchanged.

® The homelands policy, which is sure-
ly the most immoral and objec-
tionable aspect of the apartheid
policies of the government, forms the
basis of the wilful exclusion of 80 per-
cent of our nation from the new
political deal.

& Clearly The oppression withcontinue,
the brutal break-up of black family life
will not end.

THe apartheid line is not abolished, it is
simply shifted to include those so-called
coloureds and Indians who are willing to
co-operate with the government. Not on-
ly is the system of apartheid given more
clasticity, making fundamental change
even harder than before, but in the new
proposals the dream of democracy is still
further croded.

No rights

The proposals may mean something for
those middic-ctass blacks whao think the
Improvemenl of their own cconomic
position is the highest good. They will not
bring any significant changes lo the lives
of those who have no rights at all.

1t cannot be repeated often enough that
all South Africans who love this country
and wha care for its future, black and
white, Jew and Gentile. Christian and
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I atiended the UDF rally as a reporter. |
was to write an article about it for the stu-
dent newspaper of the University of
Stellenbosch, Die Matie. Obviously, such
a story would have to be very objective
and carefully written, and, as it turned
out, would have to concentrate more on
what the UDF is and what it wants to do
than on the rally itsclf: Most Stellenbosch
sludents have never even hcard of the
UDF. Meanwhile, here I was at the rally.
| felt that I cou'd! stilt write a story about
it, that | could turn it inlo an essay about
my own, subjective impressions of the
ing interesting could
come out of that.
Rocklands, when my friend, Karel Mars,
and 1 arrived there, was impressive.
Thousands of people were flocking
around the Civic Centre and strcaming in-
to the tent. People chanted slogans and
sang; old freedom songs. The crowd was
bright with banners and Raslafarian caps,
This, 1 felt, was history in the making.
This was exactly what | imagined it would
be like.
Our trip, 1 quickly realized, was jour-
nalistically speaking a total disaster. We
had no chance of getting into the main
building and laking pictures of the
speakers. We could not cven take notes
of the speeches, duc to the extremely em-
barrasing lack of an adequate ball-point
pen. In the end we decided to make the
best of things: to enjoy the rally as much
as possible, and to pick up transcripts of
the speeches at the press conference.
At the church where the press conference
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was to be held, we hung around and
listened to the (real) journalists discussing
the rally, | realised that the situation was
not as simple as | had imagined.
Beforchand | had thought of the UDF
mostly in terms of its own rhetoric: the
slogans, the banners, the “long march to
freedom”, and so on. A very obvious fact
dawned on me: that those things were
not, after all, inextricably bound up with
what the UDF stood for. There was a gap
betwveen the stogans and banners on the
one hand and the strategic position of the
UDF, its organisational structure and its
policies on the other.

After a while, an officiat arrived from the
cenlre lo say that the press conference had
been cancelled, for the moment. The
speakers could not get out of the main
hall.

The Centre was packed with people, and
it was impossible to gel inside. Karel and
I stood at the door and peeped over the
heals of people, trying to hecar what the
speakers were saying. | noticed that the
speeches, too, were not what | had ex-
pected. | had expected clear, sanc
statements of policy and calls for co-
operation and reason. These specches,
hawever, were pure rhetori:.. | was disap-
pointed. and began to sce the rally in a
profoundly cynical light.

A young black man, about my own age,
was standing next lo me. He was tall and
thin, with high checkbones and iniense
eycs. He was tolally absorbed in what the
speakers were saying. Whenever the
speaker said, “Amandhla” he responded

with his whole being, not shou!
response but mouthing it silen!
clenching his fist next to his side, 1
raising it. He secemed almost tot.
conscious of the pcople around hi
UDF’s message, | felt, was inten
him. | was excluded. I did not eve
for him. Afrikaners could not |
have a place in this movement. 1
to go outside, and rest for » w}
We sat with our backs agair. ' t
tre, drinking lea and watchir.,
ferent people who had come to a:
rally: Rastafarians, UCT studer
oureds, blacks. It was extreme
TFhete was a gencral air of exhi
of occasion. There was no racia
at all. You smiled at a Rasta; he
back. A group of black girls not
camera, and posed, giggling
photograph.

The speeches were still going on,
they struck me diffcrently. As |
to the Imam, | fclt | understood v
were so emolional. The slog
repeated shoutings of "Amandi
vided a framework to which al
ferent people could respond toge
rhetoric was not 2 mere extr:
essential for mobilising people,
ing them idenlify with each ¢
with the UDF. This meeting v
result of solidarity. It was held
solidarity. You had never hea
Weslern Transvaal anti-PC, but
had scen their banner against |
the rally, you felt, in effect, thal
“brothers in the struggle”.



I did not feel excluded by the thetoric any
longer. What mattered was what the UDF
would v in the future, what its policics
were going to be, hewr it would influence
South African politi . . .nat | thought of
the UDF should be detcrmined by
political realities such as these.

But then, all at once I felt that all my ef-
forts at interpreting the rally, at produc-
ing some significant conunent, were in-

significant. What my personal opinion
was, and what truisms 1 could construct
in my mind simply did not matter. I fclt
that | was walching part of the huge and
slov. imechanics of history, in which 1 was
doomed to play a microscopic part, if at
all. The UDF might be doomed to failure,
or it might come to play an important role
in politics — but politics, I felt, is essen-

tially things “happening &” millions of
people, and 1 was going o be one of the
people things happen to. | had nothing te
say about the evening, not as myself and
not as an Afr  .r. Leave the business
of forming incisive opinions lo people
who know what they are talking about.
A new force had entered the political
arena, and what the implications for us all
were, 1 did not know,

UDF DECLARATION

WE THE FREEDOM LOVING PEOPLE OF
SOUTH AFRICA SAY WITH ONE VOICE
TO THE WHOLE WORLD THAT WE.

cherish the vision of a united, democratic South Africa based
on the will of the people, will strive for the unity of all our
people thmugh united action against the evils of apartheid,
economic and all other forms of exploitation.
We stand for the creation of a true democracy in which all
South Africans will participate in the government of our
country;
We stand for a single non-racial, unfragmented South Africa.
A South Africa free of Bantustans and Group Areas;
we say, all forms of oppression and exploitation must end.
In accordance with these noble ideals and on this 20th day
of August 1983, al Rocklands Clvic Center, Mitchell's Plain,
we join hands as community, women’s students, religiots, spor-
ting and other organisations and trade unions, to say no te
apartheid.
We say NO to the Republic of South Africa Constitution Bill,
a bill which will create yet another undemocratic constitution
*n the country of our birth,
4 say NO-to the Koomhof Bitls which witt deprive more
nd more African people of their birthright,
fe say YES to the birth of the United Democratic Front on
i historic day.

I KNOW THAT
government is determined to break the unity of our peo-
but our people will face greater hardships, that our peo-
iving in racially segregated and relocated areas will be cut
om the wealth they produce in thie cities. That rents and
:m]sm charges will increase. And, that our living stan-
ﬂ
working people will be divided urban from rural;
red from unemployed, men from women. Low wages,
(nrkmg conditions, altacks on our trade unions will

ot will continue lo suffer under unequal education,

supply a reservoir of cheap labour. Ethnic control

in o ual facililies will remain. Apartheid will still be felt
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The ) Mus and cultural life of our people will be harmed,

fu’tur i apartheid will continue to be stamped on the

! religions of our people;
Wen Prsion and exploration of women will continue.
N ¥ suffer greater hardships under the new pass laws.

Women will be divided from their children and families.
Poverty and malnutrition will continue to disrupt family life.
The brunt of apartheid will still be carried by our fandties;
non-racial sport will suffer, There will be less money for the
building of sports facilities. And, forced separation will deal
non-racial sport a further blow.

WE KNOW THAT APARTHEID WILL CONTINUE

that white domination and exploitation will continue; that forc.

ed removals, the Group Areas Act and the Bantustans will
remain.

We KNOW that there will not be an end lo the unequal
distribution of the fand, wealth and resources of the country,
'|U\at the migratory labour system will live on to destroy family
ife

We KNOW that the government will always use false leaders
to become its junior partners and to control us, Qur lives will

still be filled with fears of harassment, bannings, detentions

and death.

Mindful of the fact that the new Conslitutional Proposals and
Koomhof measures will further entrench apartheid and white

domination.

And in our march to a free and just South Africa. we commit

ourselves to uniting all our people wherever they may be in
the cities and countrysides, the factories and mines, schools,

colleges and universities, housing and sports fields, churches,

mosques and temples, to fight for our freedom.

we therefore resolve to stand shoulder to shoulder in our com-

mon struggle and commit ourselves lo

WORK TOGETHER TO

organise and mobilise all community, worker, student, women,
religious, sporting and other organisations under the banner
of the United Democratic Front;

consult our people regularly and honestly and bravely, and
strive to represent their views and aspirations;

build and strengthen all organisations of the people;
educate all about lhe coming dangers and the need for unity;
unite in action against these Bills and other day-to-day pro-
blems affecting our people.

N EREFORT WE PLEDGE TO
S N
YS! ACAI ST l—{;EGCBV

ON l
HE K ORNHO

-!ﬂWU
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PERSPECTIVES ON THE CONSTITUTIOI

I ST ICPPRIEACHCLINT e TN

Politicians are adept at making words
mean different things to different people.
The Government's constitutional plan is
a case in point: all along it has been open
to quite different interpretations. In a
sense this is only appropriate. Ideally a
new constitution would offer sufficient
prospects for each of a varicty of
divergent groupings so as to ensure their
support and participation. In praclice
things tend to be somewhat more
complicated.

What does the Constitution Bill offer the
major parties and groups, and what might
they find to be its significance? For the
majority of the people of South Africa the
answer is brief and clear. The Bill confirms
that Blacks are to be excluded from par-
ticipation in this new constitutional
dispensation. That is hardly news, but the
Bill might have contained or beer: accom-
panied by a stalement of infend holding out
the prospect of some form of inclusion of
Blacks at a future stage of constilutional
development. Instead the Bill does not
even mention Blacks (though by implica.
tion the administration of Black affairs,
not being an exclusive group affair of
either Whites, Coloureds or Asians, will
be a “general malter” and thus a co-
responsibility of these three groups).
For many others as well the exclusion of
Blacks is reason enough to reject the pro-
posed new constitution out of hand. But
for liberal opposition partics like the PFP
the position is more complicated. After
all they have been functioning in a Whites
only political framework already. To
them the question must be whether the
new constitution will enhance or diminish
the prospects for eflective parliamentary
opposition and democralic compelition.
Despite assurances to the contrary there
have been ominous signs that the new
constitutional deal will amount to a vir-
tual institutionalization of one party rule
with apposition parties reduced to even
greater impotence than al present.
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André du Toit

The Labour Party has, of course, already
taken the plunge and has committed itself
to participate in the new constitutional
framework. Mr David Curry-and other
Labour Party leaders have insisled that
this does not entail support for the
government’s constitutional plan itself. In-
stead they have proclaimed their intention
to use the new parliament simply as a
more effective platform to pursue the
fight against apartheid and for inclusion
of the Blacks. In no uncertain terms they
have declared that they were prepared,
if needed, to use the same strategies of
resistance which had exposed the inade-
quacies of the erstwhile Coloured Persons
Representative Council, and which had
eventually destroyed its credibility.

To judge by the provisions of the Con-
stitution Bill the Government has taken
the Labour Parly at its word and it has
already moved to prepare its defences.
The Bill contains a.whole array of pravi-
sions which amount to so many precau-
tions ensuring that ncither the Labour Par-
ty nor anyonc else will be able to use the
political taclics which wrecked the CPRC,
Much thought has been given ta ensure
the orderly working of the very complex
tegislative machinery and alk sorts of fall.
back positions and fail-safe mechanisms
have been prepared should anyone at-
tempt to gain undesirable political
leverage by threatening to withdraw his
participation. Not only are there powers
vested in the President and in the Presi-
dent’s Council to override the contrary
decisions of a particutar House in com-
mon affairs, but these measures will then
be deemed 1o have been approved by that
recalcilrant House! On a more mundane
level the stipulated quorums and time-
fimits for legislative deliberation have
evidently been deliberately designed so
as to minimise the scope for walkouts,
filibustering or other obstructive tactics.
If, say, the majority party of a House
should stage a walkout as prolest, the

President is empowered to lowe
quorum for that House by proclan
and it could continue to function wi
ly a minority of representatives. /
the worst comes to the worst and a |
is altogether incapable of functi
{because of a general boycott), then
ment will be deemed to consist of |
maining House(s) — and continue tc
tion. In other words, if the Labour
makes good its threat of using its pc
as a majority party in its own Ho
obstruct the workings of Parliament
things will simply revert to the (V
Housc of Assembly as constituting
ment itsclft

This must surely provide food for th
to the leadership of the Labour ™ -t
not to them alone. The point i.
that the proposed relation betwc
legislature and the executive w
weighted quite differently from
which has been the case under ou
sent parliamenlary system {or in {1
CPRC). Messrs. Curry and Hend
will surely appreciate the significar
the “technical” difference that the '
cil of Ministers of each House' wil
the Cabinet, not be elected by their r
tive Houses but will be nppointed E
President (who will also appoint
chairman). Had this been the case
CPRC its history might well have
quile different.

The crucial question is: what hapy
a Housc passcs a motion of no confi
in its own Council of Ministers or 1
one of its measures? In Parliament.
have known it so far, that must me:
the executive is forced to resign. B
will not be the case under the nev
stitution. On the contrary, in the
cumslances the President, so far
resigning, may then dissolve that |
~ and continue to govern on the
of the remaining Houses as consti
Parliament! The same is true if a par
House rejects a measure of the C.



or passes 2 nolion of no confidence in
that Cabinet. In short, vis-a-vis the Presi-
dent and the executive the powers of any
particular House are distinclly limited.

To be sure the Bill contains provisions for
the possible impeachment of the Presi-
dent, In that sense his powers cerlainly do
not go unchecked. However, the grounds
for impeachment are deflined quite nar-
rowly (misconduct ar inability lo perform
his duties), and require a complicated pro-
cedur. involving the support of roery
Housc of Parliament. In ordinary political
conflicls between the legislatures and the

excculive the lalter may also be forced to
resign, but only if el House passes a mo-
tion of no confidence in the Cabinct or
il ench House rejects a budgetary ap-
propriation. In principle it will thus always
be possible for the executive te remain in
office so long as it retains the support of
al least one House. Nor need this be the
(While) House of Assembly! Al least in
theor ill be possible for the cxev tive
president to continue to govern with the
support of the olher Houses of Parliament
if it has lost the suppori of the majority
party in the (White) House of Assembly.

Al present this may strike onc as quite as
much a fanciful prospect as that of the
theoretically possible Coloured or Indian
president which apparently agitates right
wing extremists. But the sober fact is that
it indicates a very real shift in the balance
of power between the legislature and the
exccutive. Under the new constitution the
parliamentary caucus of the majority par-
ty.will no longer have dircct controf over
the exccutive. 1t will be interesting to sce
whether the National party caucus will be
prepared to go along with this.

L e s

The great conslitutional guessing game is
not over yet. One had expected that the
publication of the Constitution Bill and
the debate in Parliament would resolve
some of the central ambiguitics and uncer-
tainties. Ever since 1977 the Govern-
ment's constitutional plan had been
presented in more conservative as well as
more enlighlencd guises.

The most «4iking feature of the Constitu-
tion Bill, and its most distinctive advance
on earlier versions of the Government's
constitutional pkan, is the altempt to pre-
vide a systeratic differentiation between
the “oun affuirs” of the various groups.
which will be the exclusive concern of the
respective Houses of Parliament, and the
“generel affairs”, which will be dealt with
collectively. An official memorandum
released as background to the Bill calls this
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ethnic selfdetermination. Thus, as the of-
ficial memorandum makes clear, the
various stipulations regarding education
and recreation propose a familiar
framework for sport: while all other sport
may be a general affair, school sport will
be entrenched as an exclusive group af-
fair, This is evidently intended to reassure
those on the right who are so much con-
cerned with such bogeys as the prospect
of multiracial Craven rugby wecks.

But surely all this is not the vaunted con-
stitutional “reform” we were led lo ex-
pect? One had thought that “reform™ must
mean a movement away from discrimina-
tion and apartheid. i anything, this struc-
ture of entrenched "own affairs” amounts
to a systematic attempt to build Lhe status
quo of our present apartheid society inlo
the very constitutional framework for all

“the cardinal point of departure of the
proposed new constitutional dispensa-
tion”. Indecd, one can sce that some such
division of labour musl be crucial to the
working of the proposed tricameral parlia-
ment. According to reports it was this
aspect of the Bill which most concerned
the cabinet, and rumours had it that there
may even have becn serious lensions on
this score,

Cerlainly somecbady has Deen giving
carcful thought to the elusive queslion as
to just what might or might not constitule
the exclusive “own affairs” of a group. A
special Shedule to the Bill carcfully delails
that even such matlers as he training of
cadcts at schools, the appointment of mar.
tiage officers or the drilling of boreholes
are o be entrenched as exclusive group
affairs, What is the significance of this?
At first sight it would appear thal the
whole elaborate scheme is specifically in-
tended to cater for the rightwing concern
with the idcology of “selfbeskikbing” or
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Tuture political processes. In parTicular,
would make it next lo impossible to
dismantle the existing structures of social
apartheid through new legislation.

PR II N S ST T TR

. . . this structure of entren-
ched "own affairs” amounts
to a systematic attempt to
build the status quo of our
present apartheid society in-
to the very constitutional
framework ...

EOT. T OLAD ARSIV T C T vreme s

However, on closer consideration the ac-
tual significance and scope of these pro-
posed entrenchments of group af(aits ap-
pear much less clear. To begin with it may
be true that a long list of items such as
housing, health or education are

stipulated as exclusively "own affairs”. But
in most cases these are made subject to
the over-riding determinations of the rele-
vant general policies and laws — and
these are deemed to be “common affairs”
and are thus removed from exclusive
group control. Next, the various Houses
of Parliament will hardly be sovereign
even in dealiny; with their respective “own
affairs”, The I'resident will not only have
extensive and final powers to decide on
what matters will or will not be assigned
to them as their own exclusive affairs, but
he will also be able to vele any amend-
menls introduced in these Houses in the
course of the legislative process.
Presumably this is infended to forestalt
any attempts by, say, the Labour Party to
desegregate housing. schools or other
facilities it may come to control as part
of its "own affairs™, Bul, at least in princi-
ple, the Presidential veto will apply equal-
Iy 1o the decisions of the (White) House
of Assembly: it too will be less than
sovereign in dealing with its “own affairs”,
Morcover, all these determinations and
entrenchments of exclusive group affairs
apply primarily to legislation only. In
practical politics the crucial matters of
financing and budgetary proccsses are of
even greater importance. It may perhaps
be ideologically reassuring. to some peo-
ple that certain aspects of education, sport
or housing will be entrenched as exclusive
group affairs. But in practice the question
remains: What kind of funding or
resources will be made available for these
purposes rclative to other claims? On this
lhe Bill only lays down that the various
Houses will control the administration of
finances for their own affairs. Significantly
they wilt mot have any indcependent
powers lo levy taxes or to raise loans for
these purposes.
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It is early days yet, but alrcady it is clcar
that the paiten of referendum politics dif-
fers significantly from the all too familiar
norms of our electoral history. Left and
right decp cthnic loyaltics and traditional
party affiliations are apparently being
disregarded. About half of the PFP's con-
stituency is not (yet?) following their par-
ty leadership’s determined stand against
the new constitution. Qutside the Cape
Afrikanerdom is split down the middle,
and the big unknown factor is just how
many ershwhile staunch NP members will
prove amenable to the determined
rightwing bid for a “NO"” vote.

Even as far as exclusive group affairs are
concerned the crucial processes of
budgetary allocation (and bargaining?}
will thus itself be a “general” matter. The
present Bill gives little clue as to just
where and how it will take place (in the
cabinet? in a special common standing
committec?) Apparently we will have to
await further clarification from a further
Bill dealing with these financiat aspects.
Only then will it be possible to assess the
scope and significance of the domains so
painstakingly delineated for the purposes
of ethnic selfdetermination.

Nor is this the enly part of the picture still
lacking. Much of the malters identified in
the Bill as exclusive group affairs-are cur-
rently administered by the Provincial
Councils or at a local government Jevel,
By implication the Bill envisages a
wholesale restructuring of these levels of
government in which the Provincial
Councils will presumably disappear while
the whole framework of local govern
ment must then be defined anew. On all
these matters; however, the Bill is silent.
Again we must await a further Bill pen-
ding the outcome of complex and
“technical” inquiries.

The problems are bound (o be more than
“technical”, It is common knowledge that
it is in just this area where any allempt
at constitutional changc will have to con-
lend with entrenched  burcaucracies,
substantial vested interests and complex
problems of palitical patronage. The
forces of resistance lo any such restruc-
turing of these levels of government
should by no means be under-cstimated,
It remains to be scen just how they will
be accommodated and to what extent the
proposed transfer of funclions and com-
petencies from the provincial to the
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parliamentary level may yet be realised.
Inshort, we arcstillator. +y from any
sort of clarity on the constituional ar-
rangemen! required by the Government's
dual principles of co-responsibility for
“general  affairs” and ethnic self-
determination regarding “own affairs”.
The whole elaborate exercise on these
lines in the current Constitution Bill may
well tura out to have had grealer
significance as an expression of the Na.
tional Party’s idcological stance as of 1983
than as a practicable constitutional
framework for South Africa in the years
and decades to come.

The result is a highty unusual situation in
our political history, one where political
arguments may actually be considered on
merit and where strategically placed
minorily groups may well exercise an in-
fluential electoral voice. Of course, as we
know, political chaices are rarcly decid-
ed purely on rational grounds. In the new
political context, where old ethnic
loyalties count far less, the party which
appeals most successfully to whites' hopes
and anxietics Is going to call the shots.
One of the key questions in this referen.
dum is whether the NP will manage to
do just that with "English” volers in
general and the business community in
particular, or whether this traditionally
reformist opposition constituency, who
_find themselves in the rather ynaccustom-
ed posilion that their support may well
prove to be decisive, will be able to drive
a harder bargain and on their own terms.
On the face of it the reform-minded Op-

The Constitution Bill itself
is the clearest demonstra-
tion of the extent to which
the NP right wing has suc-
cecded in putting its own
stamp on the proposed con-
stitutional reform.

posilion voter would scem to be in 2
doubly favourable position. He has the
opportunity to make an informed and ra-
tional choice on the actual merits of the
new constituti n. The question posed for
the referendun v is in fact quile straightfor-

ward: approval or rejection of th
constitu, on” already passed by
ment. {t is this specific constituli
no! some vague and ambiguous v
“consociational democracy” or *
sus politics”, that he must endors
ject. And should he consider it t
adequate or defective, then he i
strategic position to withhold hi
needed supporl and perhaps even
some influence on the thrust of ¢
tional change itself.

Curiously, this is not at all what s
be happening in many reform
Opposition circles. To judge
arguments advanced by those
academics and business leaders wl
already committed themselves lo
vote, they have been persuadec
sorts of other considerations — bul
the merils of the proposed new ¢
tion as such, Nor do they show mi
fidence in the potential of the r¢
constituency to impose its own le
the constitutional debate at all. T
bending to larger forces, swa
arguments not of their own ma!
In effect, what has been haj~cni
the last six months is that the , ™
considerable success in couci
constilutional proposals in rhet.
metaphors which spoke to the ho
fears of many reform-minded Opy
voters. It would not go too far to
many have been prepared lo susy
tional judgement on this issuc. Fi
were persuaded to go along w
metaphor that the constitution sh
supported not so much for its ow
bul-as “a step in the right dir
When the dangers and defects of
tual Constitution Bill became too ¢
this mctaphor was given a new
parently even more persuasive |v
should vole “Yes” because a n
"NO” vole would mean a disasiro
in the wrong direction™. Gran
defects and dangiers of the new ¢
tion, we arc told that a majorit |
vote would lead to the fall of the|
vesligle NP leadership (i.e. P. W. Be
Heunis) and bring about a resury
the right wing, setting back the p
for any kind of constitutional rcf}
many years, even for good. F
reasons reformists who abhor t
stitution should be prepared |
“Yes”.



It would be a grave mistake 1o lake this
at face value a5 a rational argument, and
not just a persuasive set of melaphors. Ms
plausibility does not derive from any cer-
tainty of a rightwing takeover consequent
to a majority “NO” vole in the referen-
dum. An equally plausible case might be
made that this would simply lcave us
» we are. Mr Botha himse” Yas right.
1y stressed that the present NP govern.
ment would continue in power following
a possible “NO” vote. Of course, in that
case Mr Botha's own leadership would be
at serious risk, but it would be Mr de
Klerk or Dr Viljoen. not Dr Treurnicht,
who would replace him. Nor would that
constitule a drastic vighward turn of the
NP leadership. Rather it would merely
confirm the rightward turn which has
already taken place in the NP leadership
since Lhe general election of 1981 and the
defection of the Treurnichl group last
year. The present feadership’s record over
the last two years speaks for itself: the lack
of response to the de Lange Commission,
the Rabie Commission and the ensuing
security legislation, the “Koornhof bills”,
the Steyn Commission and lhe continu-
ing threats to press freedom, the rejection
of the Buthelezi Commission’s proposals,
the SWA/Namibian negoliations, the
destabilisation of neighbouring states —
this is the record, let there be no mistake,
of a NP government where rightwing
views are clearly in the ascendant. As for
Mr de Klerk, his record on the vital issue
of black affairs is not any more verkramp
than that of Mr Botha, and his responscs
to the underlying pressures for reform to
sustain economic growth, given the en-
during constraints on manpower, Is as
Tikely 1o “be basically Téchnocratic in
nature. n short, the supposed certainty of
a rightward turn following a “No” vote
is a myth.
Why, then, do so many people find it so
persuasivel lts plausibility derives from
the way in which it is calculated to ap-
peal to some of the decpest hopes and
fears of many reform-minded Whites.

Conditioned by a long history of politicat
impotence in opposition, many reformists
have come to accept that with the NP in
power the right wing will always hold the
political trump cards. Moreover, while
reformist proposals used to be the
prerogalive of the Opposition, the verlige
Nationalists have shown that they, too,
can play this game, thus gaining a dow

ble psychological advantage. On the one
hand the reformist rhetoric of the Botha
government spoke to the urgent hopes of
many well-intentioned Whiltes: refor,
after all, might yet be a realistic option.
On the other hand, this also neatly turn-
ed the tables on the liberal Opposition:
from having been the party of reform the
PFP could now be represented as negalive
“boycotters”, unaccountably not willing
to participate in the responsible task of
constitutional change. The NP leadership
thus proved adept in what the American
political scientist Schattschneider in The
Semi-sovereign People called “the supreme in-
stument of power: the definition of alter-
natives”, And so the verligle promise of Mr
Botha's leadership has become the
reposilory of both the reformist’s fears of
the rightwing and of their desperate hopes
for realistic reform. In the face of the most
evident defects of the Constitution Bill
they still uvmt to be persuaded that there
must be grounds for supporting the
Government's constitutional plan,

The art of the political persuasion in
democracies everywhere, like that of the
confidence trickster, is most effective
when it can rely on the subject to do most
of the work himself. Even the much
vaunted power of propaganda and
manipulation of the media is limited
when it goes directly against the grain of
people’s own interests and sincere beliefs.
But if you work with their underlying
wishes and fears it is amazing what other-
wise quile rational people will bring
themselves to believe despite the most ob-
vious cvidence to the contrary. The trick
is to avoid that direct scrutiny of the ac-
tual proposal itself which would at once

expose its inhcrent flaws and defects.
Rather, it should be presented in such a
way that it allows full scope for the pro-
jection of one’s own hopes and iears
(which are, after all, irrcfutable by any ra-
tional evidence). The current conslitu-
tional debate has indeed proved to be a
sort of political Rorschacht test. When
confronted with what *"e Conslitution
Bill actually says, the response is simply
to insist that it will somehow be the
prelude 1o the realisation of one’s own
reformist hopes. And instead of utilising
the bargaining strength  which
withholding support of inadequatc reform
might give, reformists are prepared to sup-
port a new constitution they know to be
defective and dangerous for fear of some
mythical Afrikaner rightwing takeover,
The supreme irony, of course, is that the
new constitution which reformists so
much want to support is itself a definite
move 1o the right, The Constitution Bill
itself is the clearest demonstration of the
extent to which the NP rightwing has suc-
ceeded in putling its own stamp on Lhe
proposed constitutionat reform. As late as
the end of 1981 there was still serious
discussion within verligle NP circles of giv-
ing Coloureds representation along wilh
Whites within a single house. The 1983
Constitution, as we have it now, is not on-
ly firmly structured on separate chambers
and the ideological distinction of “own
affairs” and "common affairs”, but it en-
trenches such fundamental apartheid
structures as the Group Areas Act and the
Race Classification Act in the constitution
itself, even apart from definitely ex-
cluding Blacks. It would be the final
legitimation of this rightwing takeover of
The conshifutional plan if opposifion volers
would persuade themselves to approve
this as “reform” — for fear of a possible
rightwing backlash should they vote
“No”. The righward turn that reformists
should fear is not somc vague future
bogeyman, it has already happened. On-
ly a determined and reformist “No” may
still do something to counter it.

Reprinted from the Cape Times
S SN O V0 D AR TN A TN SO A
THE BOYCOTT OFTION
Michael King

There are three oplions before those who
have been called upon to vole on the con-
stitution. Itis not simply a "Yes-No' situa-
tion. There is a Ihird alternative, and that
is the boycoll eption. The ‘yes’ vote will
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not be considered here. The implications
of the 'no’ vote have been dealt with by
Prof. André du Toit in the previous
articles.

This essay will deal with the back-

ground to, and the arguments in
favour of the boycolt option in the
‘testing’ of the opinions of the so-
called ‘white’, ‘colouted’, and Indian
communitics.

South African Outlook
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1t is possible to view the issue of voling
solcly in a moral light. The basis for any
marat aclion is that good must be uphekd,
and evil resisted. Taking as a starting point
the belicf that apartheid is both based on
an cvil {i.c. the notion that people are bet-
ter off separated from cach other than
together), and is evil in its implemenmta-
tion (i.e. reseltle~-~* migant labour,
disruption of famil.c. wirough influx con-
trol and so on), it is axiomatic Lhat apar-
theid should be opposcd. The question
then becumes the nature of one’s opposi-
tion. There could be two alternatives ~

LI
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Non co-operation with evil
is as much a moral
imperative as is
co-operation with good

voluntary participation in apartheid in
order to ameliorate it, or else non-
participation — on the grounds that non-
co-operation with evil is as much a moral
imperative as is co-operation with good.
The difficulty with the first alternative is
the compromises that one would be oblig:
ed to make. Non-co-operation lhen
becomes the stronger moral course to
follow.

However, any programme of action
should take into account both principle
and practical considerations. Do the same
argumenls apply equally to everybody
having the option of voting? Are the con-
siderations facing the ‘whites’ the same as
those facing ‘coloureds’ and ‘indians? |
shall argue that the considerations are dif-
ferent — that for the oppressed people,
The boycolt option Ts the Togical course
of action. For the ‘whites’, opposed to the
constitution, boycolt is an unrealistic
option.

In order to attempt to answer those ques-
tion, we must look at the traditional and
historical arguments on the issuc of
boycotts. The traditional argument starts
with the analysis of South African socie-
ly separated into two prime groups, the
oppressors and the oppressed. Historical-
ly. the whites were the oppressars, tak-
ing control over the lerritory by a number
of methods. These included military
force, and the destruction of the socially
cohesive bonds of African socicty by the
introduction of western religion, pallerns
of the western cconomy of capitalist indus-
trialisation, and western social patlerns,
including the impact of urbanisation. The
two pillars of oppression were the taclics
of ‘divide and rule’, and the incorporation
of a section of the oppressed into the
hicrarchy of oppression, i.e. making an
clile assume positions such (hat they
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became instrumental in their own oppres-
sion. Historically this role was playced first
by the chicfs, who acted as agents of con-
trol for the appressor, and following that,
by an educated elite, kinked wilh the
while liberals who persuaded the oppress-
ed lo go along wilh the notion of
development along their own lines. The
‘v -nd design’ of apartheid was little more
than the extension of the lines of thought
of ‘divide and rule’, and the incorporation
of the elite: Using willing black leaders’
to set up homeland states in order that the
government of the black people of Soulh
Africa be fragmented, and be controlled
by whites, but implemented by blacks
themsclves. That control is indirect, exer-
cised politcally, economically and strate-
gically on the ‘independent’ homcland
states.

The only peaceful respanse the oppress-
ed can make ta resist this is non-co-opera-
tion. This means non-collaboration as
agents of their own oppression, and it in-
volves a determination to act with unity,
in defiance of the ‘divide and rule’ lactic.
Non-collaboration is the principle, and
boycott is an application of it. Boycotl is
just a weapon, a means to be used. [t is
not an end in itself. Boycolt can be used
cither as a tactic, or as a stralegy. As a tac-
tic, boycott wil have limited objcctives,
and a short term duration. It is not incon-
sistent with a participatory strategy. Boy-
cott as a strategy though involves 2 con-
sistent and wide-ranging application of the
principle of non-parlicipation.

The aim of those movements that have
used boycotts have been the attainment
of a non-racial, free and equal socicty. The
principles of non-racialisr, freedom and
equality are non-negotiable. Using me-
thods which involve compromise (i.c. wil-
ling participation) to achieve these prin-
ciples undermines the principles themsel-
ves. This is the argument for non-co--
operation, and boycotl here is a strategy.
The implementation of a boycolt strategy
depends on the organisation of the peo-
ple in the struggle. Non co-operation has
to become more than just argument, or
elsc it is idealist and elitist. In the opera-
tion of organisations, the principles can
be fleshed oul in action. Boycoll can alse
be a tactic — when it is used 1o ackricve
a limited olvjective wilhin a wider frame.
work of goals. An example of this distine-
tion can be seen in a shart-term strike. Be-
cause of the interconnecledness of all as-
pects of the struggle, no one featuse can
be seen in isolation from the others.
Hence a strike for specific short term ob-
jectives will include medium and long
term demands. Boycolt here is being us-
ed as a weapon, first to achieve the short
term demands, and secondly as a means

for education and politicisation i
divm and long term demands.
Boycott has repeatedly been suc
the struggle of the oppressed |
South Africa. The collapse of th
Representative Council (1936-1¢
coltapse of the Coloured Persor
sentalive Council (1956-1980), t}
of the SAIC vivid testimor
success of the sirategy of boyco
aclions in industry, and school
have also shown the effectivenes
cotl as a lactic — both in achie
short term goals and as educativ
long term objectives.

Applying this argument to the
tion voting, it is clear why co-0
is impossible. Above all else, the
tion aims at incorporaling the ‘cc
and ‘indians’ into the white hier
oppression, and at the same t
perales ‘coloureds’ and ‘indians’ |
blacks, so that their concerns
longer common concerns. To co
willingly in the institulions set
constitution is clearly not accepl
participate in the voting for i
which is clearly not to be seen as
(unless it is positive) is to Jend an|
ty to the excercise which it mug
allowed to claim. And it is not

Above all else, the Co
stitution aims at incor-|
porating the ‘colour.
‘indians’ into the whit

hierarchy of oppressio

if the incorporation of ‘coloureds
dians"would be complete. The ‘c
and ‘indians’ would still have to a
discriminations of, among oth
Group Areas Act and the Po
Registration Act, which would b
tegral features of the constitul
rangements of government, and
features of Nationalist policy flc
a5 Jaw.

Boycotting the vote as a tactic sh
adopted in the ‘coloured’ and
communilies because of The succq
past of the tradition of boycotl
Also because of Ihe organisation
communilics, il will be possible
decisively low poll, The same is
of the 'white’ community thou,
many of those 'whiles’ opposec
conslitution are commilted alrcs
‘na’ vole. Instead of a rejeclion of
stitution by a majority ‘no’ volc
ing the whole excercise 2 point}
a divided 'no” vote (divided 1
voting ‘no’, and not voling) wor
amajorily ‘yes vote spurious auth




Mass meeting
| votes against
conscription

More than 200 students showed
an overwhelming rejection of
conscription into the SADF at

a lively debate between NRP
Secretariat member Mr Claude
van Wyk, and Mr Laurie Nathan,
chair of the Western Cape End
Consctiption Committee.

{Mr van Wyk argued thar the
SADF is a "shield behind which
reform can take place", and
said that compulsory call-up
into the SADF was justifiable
in the face of expanding Russian]
Imperialism,

Mr Nathan pointed to the de-
stabilising role the SADF plays
in Southern Africa, and the
increasing use of the SADF to
curb political activity and im-
plement apartheid inside the
country. He argued that com-
pulsory conscription into the
SADF was not justifiable be-
cause it meant defending
apartheid and injustice.

The motion of whether "com-
pulsory conscription into the
SADF is justifiable” was reject-
ed by almost all the audience
with four abstensions and one
against. :

MASS MEETING ON NAMIBIA
Monday 27 August 7.30 GLT.
Speaker will be ANTON
LUBOWSKI, advocate and
SWAPO member.

VIDEOS ON NAMIBIA AND
ANGOLA - Monday 27 to
Thursday 30 daily at 5 pm

in the journalism Lecture
Theatre. Costs only 50 cents.

LAWSOC will be having a
lecture on the law in
Namibia on Monday 27,

to be delivered by Anton
Lubowski. Contact Steve
Kirk-Cohen / Chris Leppan
from LAWSOC for further
details.

PARTY AGAINST CONS
CRIPTION! CRAC will be
having a party in the Oppie
Common Room on Friday

31 August . Begins at 10 pm

... cont. from page one

But there is already opposition.
Many people do not want to
fight for a system which is
unjust, or a constitution that
was drawn up by a minority

i

government. These people reject
the use of the SADF in quell-
ing peaceful protests with guns
and batons, with forced removals
and with helping to maintain
apartheid.
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Many people also reject the

SADF's occupation of Namibia.

Mogamaat Isaacs speaks for

these people when he says,"We

will not fight our brothers and
sisters, We will not fight for
a system which has kept us in
—— -

misery and poverty for so long.
Because we love our country...
we want peace and happiness
for ALL our people. And this
means we will never defend
apartheid”.
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NEWSLETTER OF THE CONSCRIPTION REVIEW ACTION COMMITTEE

AUGUST I984

The need for peace in Namibia
is urgent. More and more lives
are lost as the South African
waar machine pours out R2
million daily to keep the Nam-
ibian war going.

The South African government
claims that it governs Namibia
according to the wishes of the
Namibian people, but its pres-
ence there has repeatedly been
deciared illegal by the Unirted
Nations and the International
Court of Justice. Every country
in the world recognises Namibia's
right to independence - except
South Africa.

Numerous allegations of brutal-
ity, rape and torture have been
levelled at the SADF in Namibia,
as well as at the South African
police unit "Koevoet". Recently
two Koevoet members were
brought to court for spitroasting
a Namibian man alive. The man
lost his arm and the Koevoet
members were fined RS0 each.
Since the start of the war in
1966; 1% of the Namibian popul-
ation have died as a result of
the war, and 10% have fled the
country in fear.

When the SADF sends its troops
to Namibia, we are told they
are going to "the border" as if
to defend our country against
foreign aggressors. But it is
ciear that these "foreign agg-
ressors” are no more than the
Namibina people themselves.

Why then does South Africa
continue to occupy Namibia?
Firstly, South Africa reaps en-
ormous profits from mining and
other industries in Namibia,
which they stand to lose if
SWAPO comes to power. A
SWAPO victory would also mean
another neighbouring country
directly opposed to South Africa's|
apartheid policies, and this would
be a great boost to those people
in South Africa engaged in a
struggle against apartheid.

But there is widespread support
for SWAPO in Namibia. There
was a saying of some Namibian
people which went "The SADF
rules Namibia by day, but SWAPO
rules Namibia by night". But
this has changed to "SWAPO
rules northern Namibia because
the people support SWAPO".
The South African Anglican
Bishops found that most Namib-
ians support SWAPO, and most
pclitical commentators would

i ™
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agtee that a SWAPO victory is
inevitable in the event of free
and fair elections.

South Africa has tried to intro-
duce conscription into the South

SA troops out of Namibia now!

West African Territorial Force
in an attempt to counteract
support for SWAPO, but within
the first three months of con-
scription being introduced, 8 000
young Namibians left to join
SWAPO.

The South African government
has also tried to create '"rep-
resentative” bodies like the
Democratic Turnhalle Alliance
and the Multi-Party Conference,
in an effort to justify its pres-
ence there. And South Africa
also refuses to withdraw its
forces and implement Resolution
435 (which calls for free and
fair UN supervised elections).

An analogy can be drawn bet-
ween South Africa‘s presence

in Namibia and America and
Vietnam. Like in America during
the Vietnam war, the tide of
public opinion is turning against
South Africa’s vccupation of
Namibia. Youth, churches,
students and public figures are
now beginning to question what
the war in Namibia is all about,
something which wasn't happen-
ing four years ago.

The Conscription Review Action
Committee is going to be taking
up the issue of the Namibian
war, as a response to the nation{
wide call by End-Conscription
Committees to end the war in
Namibia. As students we must
be aware of what the SADF is
doing, and as potential cons~
criptees we have a right to
know what we are fighting for
if we are called up to serve in
Namibia.

Extended call-up ..

price of a vote in the “new deal”

When PW Botha was asked last
year whether the government
would extend conscription to
"coloureds” and "Indians”, he
replied:

"Up to now we did not bring
this matter forward because
we did not have the accom-
odation, we did not have to be
satisfied with the voluntary
service they have rendered.
But when they have the vote,
gradually we will extend their
service too, naturally, as we
did with the whites."

opposition

On 22 and 28 August "coloured"
and "Indian" elections for the
new tri-cameral parliament
will take place. All around the
country the call has gone out
for a boycott of the elections.
One important reason for the
rejection of the "new deal" is
the likely conscription of young
"coloured" and “Indian" men
into the SADF.

Although the Labour Party and
the People's Congress Party

say they will oppose conscrip-
tion of coloured and Indian men

the decision will not be in their
hands. "Defence" is a matter
of common concern under the
new dispensation, and this will
be largely under the control of
the Nationalist Party.

unjust cause

The extension of conscription is
likely to begin over the next
few years, and has already
evoked widespread opposition
around the country. The UDF
and many other organisations
have already taken firm decis-
jons to resist the extension of
conscription. "We will not allow
our children to die for an unjust
cause,” said an Indian mother
at a UDF meeting in Cape
recently.

The extended call-up is also
likely to be a slow process,
probably starting with the intro-
duction of cadets in Indian and
coloured schools. This may be
followed by a slective call-up
by a ballot system, fragmenting
the number of people conscript-
ed in each area and thus prev-
enting unified opgosition.

Continued overleaf...
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