
Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



([i) - /Sj<fjf7 

~1/f§):r- ~ T4j 

T!1-: United Je:::ocratic FrJnt- a br-.;ad nlliance of political, Horl'.'-r, 
·.m~.12n, youth, religious, sport, professionol and civic ~n~anid;;.ticns 
of the peopL c'? :;;:.uth ~~.7rica - has fo11C''.ICd closely and ltJith orav2 
conc.::tn cve.1ts of U.e last fer.; ~aJOr.tils in ~ile Southern i1frican reci:•:'l. 
And becaus:: cf thC: C(;r.tnl role in ~:hic:1 ;ioz~;;;oi .. ]uc r1as featurr:J .,..~ 
Jrc dcb:::rmint!d to cor,JiJUnicate our viev1s on sor.1e of the issues to ·nu 
or:d t!1e oeoplc o·f ,.;oza>7:~ique. 

The ;;ko:1c1ti :~ccc;~·d Jsiclt t;;e repor:cc as::;(;t~tion by the: .. nar1bican 
C:l-.1 . .::; af ti~:: .'r :_,, :=vi:Wa~e SebJsl.i:.·J ;r1~'o12, in -:~n ir<tPrviel; ·Jith 
Picn·e ii:tski <" t.·il.J':?r~ti·:::.:, th2L tl:e Sout:·, Al7 l'ion sttu:-;gl2 is .J. · ,''
civil rinhts iS'>U(~ i;ns nJt on 1 y caused G0ilStern;:,t.ion, it f)as alsn "'Jr 
tr:und accc·:<;;j,;-,i-c· a!OI1~ '-'S. :-2, :hete;~c•rr:·, ,.·j;!; t:c• Sc'.:k cl:tt·!:.l;l
ti•)t, on t:li:; :;t.:;t;-, ~.-.nt '-~~ also t.J stJt: our ·:ic., or; t:;t.? :..:nt.::r. 

T!12 South :d1·i:, ,·_ ~'!:ru~-;E', r!~ yot.. Jrc :-:e> :Jcu~t ~.·1r:.:, i.:; ,1 stn'"··'-:· 
.:;.-~~iinst cclv•.;: ~ i_ .. 11til..--: ~' colonLi is.; in i1 :,; ;,_ci:-;1 t>pe. This c-~··lt
try~~as initiully inVil-JeC: ::y the O:itth anu later cOHlprehensiipellon ·iJer._ .. _. 
by the En9l i sil at tilr l.urn of the century. 

Tnu1 in 191G britain f!·;~sed j:;Olitical po~ir:r intr. the hands of the ·.·hite 
settl~:r por;ul.::t.ior1 nCJdin~t. thE: 1.,;isres of the other sections of U·: HJ~
ulrttion .Since tht'r Ihitt0 S r1ZtVe monopo·; is,_i: the rule of this co11n Tj 

cor•tendi;J~.~ tk~r·selv.:'s · . .-ith ihsvste-;atic and violent reor2ssion :-'f _ :!~ 
c'l.S;-'it·ations of tile ot:icr national Qroups. Hiis s~ai.:l~ of affctit·~ I'!. .-dr:s 
unchanged even under the so-callej r.e¥1 constitution.:'\1 dispe,lsation. 

It is, therefore, Jb~ndantly clear that the reesent re~Jime is not the 
00vernment of the people of South Africa but one arbitrarily installeJ 
by i~perialist courtries. Its express role is to check our people's 
resistance against the exploitatior. of the hw;Jan and mineral t'E:SoLArces 
of the country. Obviously such a government has no legitamaty to govern 
over the people of Sol,jth ;,frica. 

2/ •••••••••••. 
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To suggest, therefore, as Comrade !~abate's reported sentiments does, 
that the South African struggle is a mere civil rights affair is 
to mistakenly lend legitimacy and credibility to a minority colonial 
regime. Anrl He cannot object in the strongest of terms. 

Let us, however, haste~ to remark that the South African struggle, 
like all other struggles, has both national and international dimen
sions. And to that exte:.t frcedor.1 end peace-lovin:J prople around thi; 
~1orld - and thJt includes the peop1e of l·1ozar.Jbique - have a role in 
it as ~<Jell. Eut the prLacy of tbe role of South /\fricans must al
ways becogoi§nised and respected. 

It is our -,fi~\:, that in the stru;:;:lcs that arc l.J~ing \'!d~1ed against 
Ci-l,ression, -~r.p1oit"atio-'i :!nrl imperie.list fll•mdC'r,thc '1~or.les of the 
particular countries h: .:hich tl~~5~ sti~u~gle5 ar0 !1eing 1:1agerJ rr.11st 
enjoy the ri ~!1t to dete ~ ii ne for theiilscl ves the ::onditi ons and inter
nrcte the nature and sta~es throu~n which sioh strug~les go. 

It Has in tilis spirit t:-::lt througrout the tf;ozamhican stru!Jgle South 
Africans refrained fro1 interpreting for No:ambican their struggle. 
Llu~, insteaJ, con·~~<;.;_ ~hG:·,;sE:l·•es :·ii~h tz.kinr:: t~·,:. c~':, in the fi11al 
.:nJ1ysis, fr'J. ::-r::-11 -~ :;; the spe~rnr:e1:i of that :,tt:J·;l"'. O')'JiJusly 
thi~ is correct uc~·us~ ~~ is onl) as th2 oppress0~ anJ exploited 
::osses C.1t'rJ L1~ r,·<:~u:-;ibility f<:'r their fr~ech·:1 U!.-'i wltot freedo;, 
is • ·on ~.--111 >uPfL ~: .: . This is ·1a 1 i J for our cc·mtr'J and her· 
p22plc too. '·1c shc.:11 J: ·:::·:::iate clo.rifiotion or this T•~tter, Com-
t~~';: Pr::!SL::!nt, i; ~~;10:1S2 i~ not correct:~: C.3n•.:·_ i·.Je<.l. 

iinully, ~;;,c sJ:ut.- :-:-:·01~-.o anJ th= ~011::;-,~ pco;.l2 of .·.1z<:d:,i~u0. fer 
the heroic struc~:l"- <:1:.::_- ·.-:a0ed .:.1;air.st th,;ir crst>Jhi1c Portuguese 
._ ._, 1 01 d ss r·s. .. ~ ~ :: ~ 11 f::.: :·;..: r sh m; i r. s iJ ira t ·i<Jn fr ,)"; V ·ei t' pcrro i'1•1fl nee:. 

':Jur ::::ontir.ui:lJ s·:Tu:':-:1: ~qainst ::-:e counter revolutio;-nt'Y :;::?,, ~r·hicli 
is :.et on l;:1c: ;' -j, j"· ,·r-'!sent .::ficwts to·, .. - 'ir .:_.! tli ·:·nloil~--~ 
,'1f"~cr-effects cf st.1r ~~ia1~. (;isecs~, povert_y, ill·:~c-i'<tcy, lack of 
;,ousi;;g, etc, cnJC:.J'S :~r iJCOp~c·s full back'irlG too. 

Long 1 ivc Freli::iC·, the i..:adl:!rs an-: people o-r :·ioza!iLlic:uc..! 

Long live the friends~i; and co-operation of th~ peool~s of South 
Africa and .,oza;;;bique! 

Long 1 ive the co-operation of Fror.tl ine states! 

Long live the internatio~al stru~~,~ a9ain~t oporession and exploit
ation! 

Yours in the stt·uggle for justice and peace. 
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UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT 

'JDF UNITES! APARTHEID DIVIDES! 

The Prime Minister 
Prime Minister's Office 
MBABANE 
Swaziland 

Sir 

25 July 1984 

NATIONAL OFFICE 

KHOTSO HOUSE 
42 DE VILLIERS STREET 
JOHANNESBURG 
P.O. BOX 10366 
TEL: 29-1916 
29-1917 

The National Executive Council of the United Democratic Front has 
followed with grave concern events of the last few months in South
ern Africa and, in particular, the role that Swaziland has and con
tinue to exert on trends surrounding the South African struggle. 

Two issues - the secret land deal and the treatment of South African 
refugees by your government - have constrained the National Executive 
to instruct that your government be informed as follows below. 

The people of South Africa were shocked to discover that the govern
ment of Swaziland had concluded a secret deal two years ago - with 
the minority government of our country. As we understand it the deal 
was that the present government was to pass to Swaziland the consider
ably large parts of Ingwavuma and Kv1a-Ng1·1ane to the Sv1aziland authori
ties. With these parts would go those of our people who are settled 
in them. 

This offer, as you are no doubt aw~re, was made without consultation 
with those people who were about to be stripped of theirS African 
citizenship and, above all, 1·1ithou: consultation 1·1ith the rest of 
the people of South Africa. These arbitrary practices are a common 
feature of the treatment of Black South Africans by the present 
government of South Africa. 

However, the clandestine dealings of Swaziland with Nr P W Botha's 
government is a matter of deep disappointment to·many S Africans 
and, can only serve to lay the foundation for mistrust and mutual 
suspicion between our peoples in future. For instance, it is not 
clear what commitments Swaziland made to the South African govern
ment in e~change for such large chunks of S African territory as 
Ingwavuma and Kwa-Ngwane. 
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In the circuT:Jstances, it is not far-fetched to surmise, as many are 
already doing, that the harassmer.t of South African refugees, and 
wholesale arrests and reported torture while in detention, of opp
onents of the apartheid policies of the South African government by 
Swaziland officials could only have been part of the agreements con
cluded between you and S Africa. And this is plausible if one consi
ders that the immediate objective of the South African government is 
not only to stem the tide of our ~eople's resistance but, in particu
lar, to stamp out their establisred organisations. This is the obvious 
demand the N2tionalists would ha\e tabled in your secret negotiations. 

We can only hope that Swaziland ~id not commit herself to fighting 
side by side with the Apartheid ~3sters against our people. Such a 
circumstance ~ould not only viol2:e the Charter of the Organisation 
of African Unity and UN Declaration of Human Rights but, it would 
also undermine for a long time to come co-operation, and peace between 
and security for our respective ~2oples. 

It is in the light of these sericJs implications that the National 
Executive Council wishes to urge ;our government, if only for the 
sake of our respective peoples, ~:rican unity and lasting world peace 
to review its position vis-a-vis :he present S A government and, es
pecially, the extent of its cormni:ment to the presentS African regime. 

This letter is written with bruta1 frankness and deep sincerity and 
it is hoped that it will be t·ecei .ed in that spirit. Furthermore, we 
shall appreciate it if clarificat"on is forthcoming where our views 
are not correctly ceoceived. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely 

·t; I 
. ' 
~ ; . ; t \ 

i L. 
~: 1 .• 

M-LEKOTA 
- ----

PUBLICITY SEC2~TARY 
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The Secretary 
S~~hPO f~A!·IIfHA 

Dear Comrades 

1984/07/16 

~/ 
I It 

We wish to rr.ake a follOI'l up on the disicion between co:nrade Ja Toivo and !our 
comrades, Lekota and ~1oosa at the Jan Smuts Airport on iiarch 8 1984 and the 
subsequent telephonic concersation bet~·1eer. myself and co:::race f1ico Dassin~er, On both 
6n both occassions we proposed a ~eeting between the United Democratic Front 
and the SWAPO of NAMIBIA. 

Today four moths after the ~aitial discussion on the need for talks between 
yourselves and ourselves it newnow our considered opinion that the matter 
has assumed even greater urgency. Apart fro~ the need for an exchange of 
views betv1een nbwtansH!be, c!evel opments in our country and the cha 11 enges 
facing us between now and the next five weeks impose on us the urgency of 
this meeting. In a way, there exist an interconnection ~etween our tasks 
for the period stated above and your own work in particular, in Walvis aay. 

As you should kno\'1 the United Democratic Front, an alliance of some six 
hundred (600) workers, political, wo~en, students, youth, religious, professionals, 
services and etc. Organisations,~~as formed on August 20 1933, to oppose 
the new sche~es of the Apartheid Goverment of South Africa, intended to 
entreanch min~rity re~~mand exploitation. These defices include the new 
constitution which provides separate parliaments for whites, Indians and 
Colureds and the so called Koornhof bills/la\~S promulgated especially for 
the Africans. These Mr. P. i-J. Botha the leader of the Nationalist Party 
has presented to the people of South Africa and the worl as his brand of 
refonn. 

UDF and millions of its supporters contends that both the constitution of 
and the Koornhof bills/laws are for from being reforms. They are at best 
consolidating white domination through a method of co - option of the 
Coloured and Indiao South Africans, whilst isolating the African majority 
for the most ruthless fonns of oppression. They are a \~ell ochestrated 
campaign to perpetuat~y deny political rights to the Africans and obliterate 
completely any forms of legitimate opposition. In terms of this "new constitution", 
even those political parties operating within goverment created structuaes will 
become ineffective. The ratios are worked out in such a wapner that for 
every four e4) Whites there will be two (2) eoloureds and one (1) Indian. 

I 2 •••••••••• 
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........• , '-: for T.h~ ,~_fricans there is no representation at all. They are 
_x· -~ ;;r, cx;Jress their political views in the reserves colled Homelands. 

:·i 1cc its for:Jation the UJF has been conducting a detrmined campaign to 
frJstr~t~ the Sove~~ent plans by ensuring that our people do not support 
tliG3e sche~es. To this extent a massive anti election campaign is unfolding 
and ~ill cli~ac in mass anti election rallies throughout South Africa on 
19 Aut;ust 1984, to .. :nc~. \'le invite comrade Ja Toivo as a speaker. 
t 
It h~s co: .• e t.o our attention that the Coloured community in ~Jalvis Bay, 
an area ge~crally accert~d as part of Namibia has decided to be part of 
the ~crubl ic of South f,frica 2nd are ·currently bein9 canvassed by the reactio::2r~' 
Labour Party to sypport the new constitution by voting on the 22nd of August 
1934. In these circuDstances, we \•tould like to i:r1plore you to consider 
address the r.roble:n of the \!albis Bay Colured community. Please do a11 in 
your power to talt the elections in that area. We have no least doubt in 
our minds that participation in these elections by a minority of the oppres~€::! 
in \~alvis Bay would be a set back to both SI·1AP~ and the UDF. For S~!APO 
it will ~ean a significant number of people pu~licly disassociating themselves 
w~th the stru9gle against South Africa~s illegal occupation of ~a~ibia. In 
respect of the UDF particippaioggby a nojority of tb~ ~Jlured people in that 
region will ~ive credibility and legiti1nacy to the ethnic Coloured parliament. 
Apart fro~ that it ~ill creJte conditions of conflict between those part+cipatinJ 
in these structures and the ~asses of our people. 

It is agair.st thes backdrop of the above infcroation and severnl other factol~s t .. J: 
the United Democratic Front wishes to impress upon SWAPO the need for a ~.eetinc. 
Should our request meet (in ~articular that for e IJeetint) with your favour~ble 
response we ~~uld prefer to ~eet you before elections for the tri - ca~eral 
parlia;:ent en 22 and 28 Au0ust 1984. ~!e think that this meeting 1·;ill have 
an added boost to our anti - election campaign. 

~:e aee looking forward to ilieeting you! 

Yours in the stru0~le 

POPO 1·10LEFE (SECRETARY GENERAL) 
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Dear Sir 

~.)''···'·£ ,.: - :,1 ~o-~ L<-.., ·
' ' r+ [;'. - . .,.. 

;). he.t•( ;_ 

2. ~IYW><~ 
lf, Q;,..,_Nl..._C<-·-

~ . rl e .1-~( :< ~ :1. " 

We enclose for your information a copy of a recently produced pub
lication entitled "Repression in a time of 'reform 11

' 

Since the publication of this booklet we have witnessed a stayaway 
by some 500 000 workers in the TRansvaal on 5th and 6th November. 
The stayaway was historic because the extent of co-operation between 
all progressive organisations was hitherto unprecedented. The de
mands of our organisations were heightened in this stayaway and it 
gave a clear indication of the depth of resistance at grassroots 
level. 

Again, the government refused to heed the demands of our people. 
They responded once more with heavy repression by detaining 15 
people in the wake of the stayaway. Those detained are all from the 
leadership of key organisations in the Transvaal and they are being 
held under the dreaded Section 29 of the Internal Security Act which 
allows for detention incommunicade for an indefinite period. There 
are strong indications that the apartheid government is preparing 
for a show trial through which they hope to prove that the stayaway 
was the work of a handful of agitators. We know that those detained 
had only dutifully represented the mandate of their organisations 
at meetings of the Stayaway Committee. 

The UDF believes it important that this injustice be challenged. We 
appeal to you, as representative of a government committed to peace 
and justice in South Africa, to once again add your voice in protest 
against the manner in which the government is attempting to resolve 
the present crisis. 

We know that we, the organisations to which the detainees belong and 
the families of the detainees can count on your support. 

Yours faithfully 

TREVOR MANUEL 
ACTING GENERAL SECRETARY 
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!tf UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT 

NATIONAL OFFICE 

UDF UNITES! APARTHEID DIVIDES! 

Thw Australlian Ambassador 
3rd Floor, 
302 Standard Bank Chambers 
Church Square 
PRETORIA 

Dear tvladam/S i r 

KHOTSO HOUSE 
42 DE VllliERS STREET 
JOHANNESBURG 
P.O. BOX 10366 
TEL: 29-1916 
29-1917 

31 October 1984 

All indications point to a deepening cr1s1s in South Africa. The 
government seems to be increasingly less willing to address the 
just den~nds of our people and is becoming more reliant on repre
ssive and para-military measures. 

Thus, their refusal to address the demands of the Vaal Civic Assoc
iation for affordable rentals and their refusal to accede to the 
demands of high school students serve only to exacerbate the conflict. 
Clearly, in the context of this conflict, military maneouvres like 
Operation Palmiet amount to acts of bravado and not solutions to the 
problem. The d~cision to allow Conm1unity Councillors to establish 
their own police force must be seen in exactly the same light. 

Democratic popular organisations like the UDF and its affiliates have 
been mEt ~.ith teh san:e 'kragdadigheid'. Minister Le Grange's threat 
to ban the UDF is an example of this. We believe that the threat was 
not executed only because it was inopportune for the governn~nt to 
take such an arbitrary action at that point. However, we see the effect 
of the threat played out in different ways. Firstly, more UDF officials 
are being sought by the Security Police , possibly for a further wave 
of detentions. Secondly, the government is now using its surrogate 
bantustan leaders to execute Le Grange's threats. The UDF, COSAS and 
AZASO have now been banned in the Transkei. More recently, Gatsha 
Buthelezi 's war-n~ngering indicate that more such acts might be in the 
pipeline. 

In essence, this amounts to full-scale war on the UDF and, indeed, on 
the people of South Africa. All of this is geared to silencing the 
democratic voice of the people. 

The UDF urges you to bring these facts, and the context within which they 
occur, under the attention of your government. We would highly appreciate 
it if your government could voice their protest with the South African 
~over nru:nt. 

Thank yoLi i r~ ctnt ·i c i pat i en. 

Yc·tJrs faithfully 

Trevor Manue 1 
Acting General Secretary 

Presidents: Oscar Mpethil, Albertina Sisulu, Archie Gumede 
Ea~tern Cap'! President: Edgu Ngoyi 

National Treasurers: Cauim Saloojee, Mewa Ramgobin 
National Publicity Secretary: Mosiuo~ 'Terror' lekota 
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