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Methcdtst Church
Hall, Pritchard Str

WOMEN AGAINST
EOTHAS NEW DEAL

30 FightingYears

THE PASS Laws are afiong the most hated
and despised of all the Apartheid laws.

It was opposition to these laws that led to
one of the biggest mass demonstrations in our
history.

On that day, August 9, 1956, 20000 women
marched to the government’s headquarters
~— the Union Buildings in Pretoria. They
demanded that pass laws be abolished.

I'he news of the protests spread to every
comer of South Africa. They struck fear into
the W s of the apartheid rulers. But
brougiit5dy to the millions of people who suf-
fered daily under the apartheid laws.

August 9 became known as National
Womens Duy and every year since then peo-
ple have celebrated the day. And women's
organisations today have been inspired by the
courage and determination of thosc women

But the 20000 women who came from all
over the country did not arrive at the
demonstration by chance. The day was suc-
cessful because the women were organised
and united.

Thiv was through the efforts of all the
Jwomens organisations which were part of
Fedsaw (the Federation of South African
Women)

Fedsaw begins

Fedsaw was formed in 1954 at a time when
women were facing more and more
hardships.

In 1952 the government introduced a new
law td; _-ce African women tr carry passes.

At that time thousands of men and women
were uniting in organisations to fight the
government. They wanted to improve their
conditions and express their political aspira-

tions.

Women were active in the Congress
Alliance in the African National Congress
Womens League, the Indian Congress, the
Coloured Peoples Congress, and the
Congress of Democrats.

Women also formed small organisations in
different areas, like the Womens Food Com:-
mittees. the Cape Housewives League, and
were members of trade unions like the
African Food and Canning Workers Union,

Jhey came together in 1954 to form Fed-
suw, Fedsaw was an umbrella body with these
orzanisations affiliated to it. So the women
members of the affiliated organisations were
puart of Fedsaw.

Women's Charter

From the start Fedsuw drew up the
Women's Charter which put- forward
women's demands.

At a time when the Apartheid government
was making laws to divide people along racial
lines, Fedsaw was uniting women of all races.

Fedsaw aimed to strengthen womens sec-
tions of the Congress Move.nent, trade un-
ions. and other organisutions and to bring
them together in joint activity.

It also aimed to work for the removal of
race. class and sex discrimination, and to
strive for a genuine South African
democracy.

the biggest campaign run by Fedsaw was
the anti-pass campaign. But it also took up
other day to day problems of women in their
different areas.

Some of these included:
®opposing rent. busfare and train increases
®fighting forced removals under the Group

Arcas Act, in Cape Yown, Sophiatown and in
Natal.

@protesting against the Bantu Education Act,
and helping run alternative schools until the
government made this illegal.

®demanding better township facilities — bet-
ter street lighting, proper toilets. creches and
maternity homes.

No to passes

I'he laws to force African women to carry
passes were passed in 1952, but because of
massive resistance it was not enforced im-
mediately.

Alot of the resistince to passes had been in
the cities where Fedsaw and the ANCWL
were the strongest. So the government
sturted with the small towns and the farms,
sending their pass units there from 1956.

In 1957 sporadic and courageous resistance
sprang up wherever the pass units went. Even
in these smaller areas many of the women
refused to take passes. Or they took passes
and then burnt them, for example in Zeerust.

I'he womens resistance continued to the
late fifties when the ANC ailso threw its
weight behind the campaign.

From the start the government responded
to the resistance by jailing people and trying
to intimidate them. But in March 1960 at
Sharpeville and Langa police opened fire and
many people were killed. A state of
emergency was declared and the ANC and
the PAC were banned.

Fedsaw was not banneu and continued to
organise women. trying to set up small
womens organisations. But after 1961 it could
no longer function. Until today...

August 9th is National Women's Day
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VUKANI!

o2 3
WE CATL our women wherever -
may he. In Soweto, Bidoradoe B
Lenasin and the Vaul b the ey -
tovwns, m rural and urban arcas, W
women on the farms. i1 the factorios
i the kitchens. In schiools and hosyqae
churches, mosgues and temples

We cadl women rrom Magopa
Drietontem and ail arcos under threar o
removitd.

Women we call vou i all organiat s
1o ruise yvour votces high against Bora's
New Deal

A deal which wili divide tanries,
mother from child, African from inden
and Coloured. A deal which wiil force
our coloured and Indian brothers to fight
for Aparthaid.

Why should brother be foreed to figh:
brother?

PW Buotha savs thes s the time tos
change n South Africe.

‘We

fight

NO to GST

But we o only see higher prices and
Grerord Sales Tan We see the new tax
fras ahich wall foree murmied women to
maore Lines.

W o see no ereches and playgrounds for
our children.

Mo women work in the kitchens of
the rich people. They are paid the lowest
wayes because they are Cillegals’

boory gay thousands are hounded and
arrested and locked up n jails for not
carning a dompas.

Wamen are sent back to the hardship
and suftermg of the “homelands™ where

Pay

there s no work and no food. Where the
children dving on the barren land.
Becaase the government says there is no
room tor them in the land of their birth.

Now Koornhot™s new bills will make
these s liws worse.

A owves and mothers it falls on us to
nahe small wages streteh a fong wav, 1t

__fo r

and high prices
NO to forced removals

NO to Botha's new deal

v we who leel the eries of our children
when they are hungry and sick.

Coloured and Indian women are being
told to voue for Botha's Apartheid parlia-
ments. We call on them to suy NO to
Botha's New Deal. We cannot forsake
our African sisters.

We cannot be part of making Botha's
plans work. We join the UDF i its cam-
paign against the constitution.

Women of South Afrnica! Fedsaw is
celebrating its 30th birthddy. On August
Y we are celebrating National Womens
Day - the day when 20000 women
marched to Pretoria to demand the
abolition of passes.

Fhis year on August 9 we call women
to unite and fight Botha's New Deal

From Durban to Cape Town, from the
bastern Cape uand the Border to the
Fransvaal the voice of women will be
heard.

our children’

- e
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VAAL WOMEN

‘OUR women face problems of high
prices and rents. There are no child care
tacilities in our arca. We organise
women around problems which affect
them in their daily lives'. said & member
of the Vaal Womens Group.

Women in the Vual area are organising
women against high prices. They have
started o grocery club. Each member
pays a small amount cach month

the groceries are bought in bulk and
are cheaper than in shops. in this way
they ure able to save on food bills.

ihe Vaal women hope to start a child
minding scheme. Many women attend
classes to learn to read and write

‘We also speak to women i other
srganisations. such as the churches, We
work with the Vaal Civic Association.
I'his is important because our problems
are one.’

ZAKEN! WOMEN

WOMEN from all areas in the Transvaa
celebrated Fedsaw's 1()\h birthday in
Mamelodi.

A brass band welcomed the women
intc the township. Mrs Nvembe,
released from jail after 15 years was
2iven a heroine’s welcome.

This celebration was made possibte by
.Lhc hard work of the Zakeni Womens

N Women's organisations ars fighting
high renta

Group. We say
ymakosikazi’.

the Zukeni Womens Group started
with five members. {oday they are
proud that their membership is growing
— 43 women have jomed the group.

I he women in Pretoria ure busy trying
to organise women into one group, with
members from Atteridgeville,
Mabopune and Soshinguve,

CORONATIONVILLE
NEWCLARE,
BOSMONT, WOMEN

1HIS group was launched in May this
sear. ftv mandate is to coerdinate
womens issues. It is taking up of high
rents. high  hospital tarifls and drug
abuse.

Presently they are involved with the
Antt PC in making people aware of the
evils of the new constitution and en-
couraging them not to vote for Botha's
New Deul.

AZASO WOMEN

AZASO has been mobilising women stu-
dents at the universities and the training
colleges.

At Medunsa the womens group has
about 80 members. They are educating
women around issues like pass Yaws and
influx controt, about womens triple op-

“Muakabongwe

TRANSVAAL
WOMEN ™~
- SPEAK OUT

Women in the Transvaal are joining hands again after

many years of silence.

From the distant corners of the

highveld to the rich cities of Johannesburg, women

are organising once again. Wormmen, we need to organise

ourselves to fight for our rights and the rights of all our
people. On this page our women speak...

& Women rejact Botha's New Deal

pression, and that no struggle can be s..-
cesstul if women are still oppressed

The women uat Medunsa are medic.:
students, so they are planning to oo
health care work in Winterveld, The:
held @ jumble sale to help the needy
there,

Women at Turfloop university have
formed & womens group. They have
taken up problems of living conditions
on campus — poer accomodation und
food and students’ health,

They are also educating fellow studen:s
to be aware that the cleaners on campus
are their mothers and should be treated
as such.

They have also done good work for

Fedsaw, and held a welcoming rally for

MaDorothy Nyembe when she was
relegsed from prison,

JOBURG WOMEN

SINCE 1980 white women have been
meeting in small groups of between five
and ten women.

.Some of these groups are reading
groups. other discussion groups and
athers write articles on women,
Occasionally they come together on an
informal basis to exchange information
on what the smaller groups have been
doing and to discuss what womens
groups are doing in other communities.
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LENASIA WOMEN

"WOMEN Aguinst The Constitution™ is a
group of women in Lenasia who reject
Botha's New Deal.

They are organising under the banner
of the !ransvaal Indian Congress. "Our
women are more than 50 percent of the
population. We need to hear their voices
in this campaign’, said a 11C speaker at a
meeting recently.

Jhe Lenasia women are speaking to
their neighbours and friends. they are
speaking to pensioners. They are calling
on Indian and Coloured womens not to
vote for Botha's new parliaments.

RURAL WOMEN

‘WE represent women in the bushes."We
are forgotten as if we do not exist.’

*We are toiling hard on the farms of the
rich farmers in 1zaneen in the Nothern
transvaal. While we are toiling on the
rich land. producing bananas. mangoes
and avocadoes, our children are starv-
ing.’

‘We wuke up at four in the morning as
if we are donkeys. But we get no payv.'

‘Our husbands and the fathers of our
children are working on the richest
mines of our country. But their children
are a pitiful sight. We are forced to took
after our children alone.

"Our women are oppressed by custom

@ Women bear a big burden in the

townships

and culture. By a system of exploitation
ol which they are not aware.
Jhese were the words of
Khumbane from Yzaneen.
Pictersburg women are organising
vegetable clubs.

SOWETO WOMEN
SOWETO women protested against high
prices and General Sales Fax,

‘We don’t want taxation without
representation’, suid one of the placards.

the Soweto Womens Group was
faunched on July | this year. Mrs Sisuly
called on women 1o be organised in
Soweto.

Soweto women spoke of the many
problems which they Fuce - high rems
and school fees, electricty and buslare
increases, the arrest of hushands. futhers
and children.

‘Because of all these problems,
womens are the first ones to take action.
Women must be in the forefront of the
struggle in our country’. sad Mrs
Mlangeni. newly elected chairperson of
the group.

) he women have also held meetings on
health, religion and nutrition. 1hey have
raised funds by holding cake and jumble
sales. Now they are organising a bulk
buying grocery club.

Mothers are worried ubout the educa- |
tion of their children. *We must fight for |
the rights of our children’, they say. :

shepo
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HISTORY OF THE FEDERATION OF SOUTH AFRICAN WOMEN (Ei\

The Federation of South African Women (FEDSAW) was launched at a conference
on the 17th of April 1954, Over 200 enthusiastic delegates met 'to discuss
women's problems and promote women's rights'. A Women's Charter, which set
out basic demands for:- creches; equal opportunities for women; equal pay;
mMaternity rights and benefits; and the removal of influx control and racial
discrimination, was adopted.

1. Aims of FEDSAW

The conference set gut the AIMS of FEDSAW as follows:-

~ to create a broad-based, non-racial organisaticn, to unite women and
work towards full liberation;

- to strengthen, build and bring together women's groups through joint
campaigns;

- to organise women around day-to-day issues like rent and electricity
increases; food price increases; removals; creches; township
facilities; and bus fare increases;

- to link Tocal demands of women to national struggles;
- to demand an equal role for women in society, and in the political
struggle.
2. How did FEDSAW organise?

Women were thus organised at two levels: Firstly, to put forward
‘women's demands' and, secondly, to play an active.role in the national
campaigns, like the Defiance Campaign).

FEDSAW encouraged women to participate in planning the Congress of the
People in 1955. Women collected 'women's demands' for the Freedom
Charter.

That year a 'Congress of Mothers' was organised to discuss ways in
which women could implement the aims of the Freedom Charter.

FEDSAW's focus throughout its existence was on basic problems women
experienced. There were protests against municipal beerhalls which stole a
major source of income from women.

FEDSAW demanded proper accomodation for migrant workers, and played a major
role in forming alternate schools during the boycotts of Bantu Education.
The women organised for a better life for their children - and the success
of the ‘'potato boycotts', to protest against exploitation of child labour
on farms, was a strong demonstration of their organisational skill and
determination.

FEDSAW spoke out against rent increases which posed an added burden for
women, but the most energy and militancy was put into the Anti-Pass Campaigns
of the 1950s. Since the government's attempts to introduce passes for

women in 1952, FEDSAW led a concerted and organised campaign against what
was seen as a threat to the safety of women, to employment in urban areas,
and to the unity of families.

Women in the OFS marched to magistrates' offices to protest. In Zeerust

and Winburg, they burnt their passes. In Johannesburg they courted arrest.
Thousands of women - 1in urban and rural areas, in factories and
communities -~ refused to take out passes. This massive show of solidarity
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led to a march by women in 1955, and a demonstration at the Union Buildings
by 20 000 women on the 9th of August 1956. On this historic day women were
led by Rahima Moosa, Helen Joseph and Liilian Ngoyi and submitted thousands
of petitions to Minister Strydom. The song they sang:

“Strydom, you have struck a rock;

You shall bd killed"
lives on each year as our National Women's Day song.

The strength of FEDSAW arose from its focus on basic problems that affect
women. And its ability to reach out to a wide network of women all over
South Africa.

It is this struggle that we must carry forward - to realise the Uemands
enshrined in the Women's Charter and the full equality of all women in all
spheres of society.

3. How was FEDSAW structured?

Many women's groups existed all over the country. These groups were
united under the umbrella of the Federation of South African Women.
The women belonged to women's groups which fought the day-to-day
struggles of women. But, most of the women came from the political
organisations of that time, including some trade unions.

These were: the ANCNL,'fhe South African Indian Congress, the Congress
of Democrats and the Coloured Peoplie's Congress. Women from the Food
and Canning Workers Union joined in mass.

A National Executive was elected at the launching conference. And, in
each province, a Regional Executive was set up.

In this way, the Federation of South African Women could draw on a network
of women throughout the country.
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2.

PRESENTATION OF THE FEDERATION OF
SOUTH AFRICAN WOMEN (FEDSAW)

Historical Backround
The Federation of South African Women was formed in 1954 solely for the

purpose of Uniting all existing Women's Organizations (then) to fight

aqaingt the oppression and exploitation of women experienced by the
Women of this Country. 7he& African Women have always been victims of

these oppressions, the manifold oppression experienced by wcmen is
worldwidely known and always condemned.

Activities of Fedsaw and the August 1976 March to Union Building.

In all its activities the FEDSAW has bee fighting against pass laws,
influx control laws, which are alk instrumental to the division of
family units, migratory labour, inferior eduction and food, and rent
increments. We saw its strength through boycotts, suchr as bus

boycotts and rent increases boycotts.

Throghout its activities the Fedsaw has shown the.dynamism and strength

that organized and united women wield. This was shown in the great
march of 9th August 1956 by 20000 Fedsaw women to the Union Building

against the introduction of passes for women.

Nevertheless Fedsaw was crippled by the banisiment and bannings of jts
leadership. People like Lilian Ngoyi, Albertima Sisulu, Helen Jasephs,
Francis Baard and Dorothy Nyembe and many others.

Revival of FEDSAW in 1976

During the 1976 students uprisings it became evident to us that there was
a need for a women's organisation that would voice out the grievances of
of our community as women.

There was a clear need for resistance against oppression that affected
housewives directly, such as rent increaments, food prices, so-called

compulsory education and many other things. These were realized, and could

only pe overcome by the United Action of women in conjunction with other
organizations,
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" With this in mind a few concerned women came ,(together ta try and

reorganize themselves and the community. To do this we approached

the old vanguards of FEDSAW to draw on their experiences and
together fight ogainst the evils of the apartheid system.
We then formed a committee in Soweto and our main thrust was rent

rises and eduction. In 1981 we successfully launched a rent boycott

whieh culminated in a very big demonstration outside the U.B.C.

Expansion of the FEDSAW.

Subsiquently women's groups have been formed in Kagiso, Tzaneen, Daveyton,
Mamelodi, Attridgeville, Turfloop, Medunsa and Glyn Thomas House.

Inspite of our concerted effort to reorganize women we have often met with
resistance from many women, partieularly in the churches. The main reasons
beed fear of arrest and detention and because of the traditional attitude
and teachings of our various churches,women turn to ascribe our difficulties
to fate and the "will" of God. The Bible has always been looked at very
literally but not contextually in relation to the demands of our situation.

It becomes therefore important for us, as women gathered here to commit
ourselves into realizing that our problems as women are social problems
that can be dealt with through collective action. Women at home, in churhces,

at the factory and in all different sectors are infact a group in themselves,
which could come together and fight this oppression.

Where to find us ?

Federation of South African Women
c/o Mts. Greta Neaphai

1833 Dube Village

P.0. Dube

1800
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THE WOMENS' CHARTER

PREAMBLE:

We, the women of South Africa, wives and
mothers, working women and housewives,
Africans, Indians, Europeans and Coloureds,
hereby declare our aim of striving for the
removal of all laws, regulations, conventions
and customs that discriminate against us as
womaen,

A SINGLE SOCIETY:

We woimen do not form a society separate fromn
the men. There is only one society, and it is
made up of both men and women. As women
we share the problems and anxieties of our mmen,
and join hands with them to removae social evils
and obstacles to progress.

WOMEN'S LOT:
We women share with our menfolk the cares
and anxieties imposed by poverty and its evils.
As wives and mothers, it falls upon us to make
small wages stretch a long way. It is our lot to
keep and care for the homeas that are too small,
brokon and dirty to be kept clean. We know the
burden of looking after children and our land
when our husbands are away in the mines, on
the farms and in towns earning our daily bread.
We know what it is to lkeep famiilv life aninn in,

pornvpolkhres AnO s ken TZES OR IN DUGKLLIK AT

EQUALITY FOR WOMEN:

We resolve to struggle for the retnoval of lavws
and customs that deny African woimen the right
to owvn, inherit or alienate property.

WOMEN WHO LABOUR:
Thousands of African women, like Indian,
Coloured and European women, are employed
today in factories, homes, oflices, shops, on
farms and in professions such as nursing,
teaching and the like. As unmariied women,
widows or divorcees, they have to fend for
themselves, often without assistance of the
male relative. Many if them are responsible not
only for their own livelihood, but also that of
their chidren.

Large numbers of women today are in fact the
sole breadwinners and heads of their families.

FOREVER MINORS:

Nevertheless, the laws and practices derived
from earlier and different states of socioty are
still applied to them. They are responsible for
their own person and their children. Yet the law
seeks to enforce upon them the status of a

‘P7INOI
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unmarried mothers whilst still at school, of boys
and girls growing up without education, training
or jobs at a living wage.

POOR AND RICH:

These are evils that do not need to exist. They
exist because the society in which we live is
divided into poor and rich, into non-European
and European. They exist because there are
privileges for the few, discrimination and harsh
treatment for the many. The women have stood
and will stand shoulder to shoulder with our
menfollc in a common struggle against poverty,
race and class discrimination, and the evils of
the colour-bar.

NATIONAL LIBERATION:

As members of the National Liberation

Movement and trade unions, in and through our.

various organisations, we march forward with
our men in the struggle for liberation and the
defence of the working people.
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NEED FOR EDUCATIUN:
We also recognise that large aumbers of our
womaen follk continue to be bound by traditional
practices and conventions, and feil to realize
that theno hava hacomo obrolota and a brale on
progress.

it is our intention to carry out a nation-wide
programime of education that will bring home to
the men and women of all nationul groups the
realisation that freedom cannot be vwon for any
one saction or for the people as a vrliole as long
as women are kept in bondugs.

AN APPEAL:
We appeal to progressive orgaiisations, to
members of the great National Liberation

Movement, to the trade unions, and working
class organisations, to the churches,
educational and welfare orgaiisations, to
progressive men and women who have the in-
terest of our people at heart to join us in this
great and noble endeavour.
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24 October 1984 Phone: 29-1916/7

Dear Sir/Madam

FEDSAW invites you to attend a parents and students meeting in Soweto.

Venue: Roman Catholic Church, Phiri
Time® 13H00 (1 P.M)
f Date: Sunday, 4 November 1984

Speakers: COSAS (Congress of S A Students)“/’
AZASO (Azanian Students' Organisation)
ClvIC
UDF (Unitéd Democratic Front) .~
FEDSAW (Federation of S A Women) =~
SABTA (S A Black Taxi Association)
UNIONS .
CHURCH Ret "ren U nac.
SADWA (S A Domestic Workers Union)L,/’

Thanking you and hoping you will attend.

Yours faithfully

:l«lﬁLgxzoﬁ?ebu
1 J MLANGENI
CHAIRPERSON
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Why do we talk about
the Federation ?

The purpose of this booklet is to give women a starting
point for thinking about and discussing

- how we should organise

- how we can learn from the past

-~ how we can prepare for the future.

When the Federation was formed, there was a lot of dis-
cussion about its structure and about how it should work.
There is always a lot of debate when new organisations are
being formed. Many questions need to.be asked by the people
going into an organisation, Often it is useful to look at the
problems other people have had in their organisations.

The Federation of South African Women is the organisa-
tion in which we have our roots. It is the organisation which
established the tradition ¢f women's organisation in the
struggle for a free and democratic South Africa. It is the
history of this organisation that has given us experience
and pride as women in the struggle in South Africa. 9th
August, National Women's Day, was achieved for us by the
women of the Federation,

In this booklet on the Federation, we look at our roots.
And we do this seriously in order to understand the condi-
tions and difficulties of organising women at that time. We
examine the problems, the strengths and victories, failures
and weaknesses of the Federation. When we go deep into these
problems, we do not want to be negative. We want to learn
how to apply the gains of the past to the needs of the present.

We are trying to build up organisations in which every-
one, all members, participate in the discussion and make the
decisions. To do this we need to communicate ideas and start
discussion as widely as possible. Many women today do not
know about the Federation of South African Viomen. Many of us
were too young, or were inactive in the 1950's. We wrote this
booklet to change this and to tell people about the Federation
and the women's struggle in the 1950's. We are asking ques-
tions about how women should organise now in 1982. But we
do not have the answers to put forward. All the women of
South Africa must work together to answer these questions.
This is part of the st—uggle to form organisations and part
of the fight for our demands.
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It is important to note that while the research and
writing was done by a group of members mandated by the United
Women's Organisation, the views expressed in *his publication
are not necessarily the views of the organisation. This
booklet has not yet peen discussed by the branches. It has
not been approved by the UWO Executive council or by the
Executive Committee.

The booklet is still to be read - by the UWO and by all
interested people in South Africa. It is designed to get

people talking about the important questions facing women
who want to get organised. Above all, it is intended to
encourage an interest in women's organigation and a pride in

the Federation of South African Women.
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How was.the_Federation
the Federation ?

The purpose of this booklet is to give women a starting
point for thinking about and discussing:
- how we should organise
- how we can learn from the past
- how we can prepare for the future,
When the Federation was formed, there was a lot of dis-
cussion about its structure and about how it should work.
; There is always a lot of debate when new organisations are
: being formed. Many questions need to be asked by the people
' going into an organisation. Often it is useful to look at the
problems other people have had in their organisations,
The Federation of South African Women is the organisa-
tion in which we have our roots. It is the organisation which
i established the tradition of women's organisation in the
; struggle for a free and democratic South Africa. It is the
. history of this organisation that has given us experience
and pride as women in the struggle in South Africa. 9th
Auqust, National Women's Day, was achieved for us by the
women of the Federation.
In this booklet on the Federation, we look at our roots.
And we do this seriously in order to understand the condi-
tions and difficulties of organising women at that time. We
' examine the problems, the strengths and victories, fallures
. and weaknesses of the Federation. When we go deep into these
problems, we do not want to be negative. We want to learn g
The passes wd?w &ajng of the past to the needs of the present+ )
hard against them. The women did not want to carry passes.
They rejected the pass laws and the system of migrant labour
that these pass laws forced on people.
The 1950's were a new period in South Africa. The Nation-
alist government came to power in 1948 and forced its.Apart-
heid policy on the people of South Africa. This policy helped t
to give industry the cheap labour it needed to grow fast
and to make big profits. Life was very hard for most people |
i in South Africa after the Second World War. But it was parti- |
cularly hard for the families of the workers. The women of
i these families struggled to make ends meet., It was harder
for these people because the government tried to prevent the
workers from demanding high wages, so that industry could make

|
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their profits., The government also tried to save money by
paying as little as possible for housing and transport for ;.
working people. There were many struggles in the 1950's when :
the people demanded proper housing, and reasonable bus and

train fares. For example, the people of Evaton and Alexandra

boycotted buses when the fares were increased.

The Nationalist government's Apartheid policy was also -
designed to divide the oppressed people along racial lines. P
It did this to make the unity of the oppressed people in :
opposition to the government more difficult. The government
divided the South African nation into small groups. The
government tried to make a different 'deal' with each race
group. They wanted each group to fight for its own separate
interests. :

The Nationalist government introduced laws to exclude
the oppressed and exploited masses from all political organi-
sation and from representative bodies. In 1951 Parliament
passed the Bantu Authorities Act. This Act set up Tribal,
Regional and Territorial Authorities with limited powers to
control the lives of the african people. From 1951, the govern
ment tried to take the right to vote for Members of Parlia- {
ment of their own choice away from the coloureds. But the i
opposition to this forced the government to try new ways. It
finally won the battle in 1956, and took away the vote. In
1959 the government introduced a new law called the Promotion :
of Bantu Self-Government Act. This Act changed the reserve ’
areas into 'homelands' with a separate government of its own.

_The government wanted African people to make their demands to |
their particular tribal govermnment, and not to the central
government. Meaningful political rights were restricted to
whites. The rest of the population had to be content with
puppet bodies. The growth of organisation in the 1950's was .
a response to the critical issues of the time - municipal ;
vote, rent struggle, pass laws. It was also an answer to the H
government's strategy. The oppressed would rear their own
organisations through which their political aspirations could ;
be expressed. %
PEOPLE ORGANISE AGAINST REPRESSICN:

The people showed their oppositicn to the government more
strongly in the 1950's than ever hefore. People came forward
in their masses to build their orcganisations. Before the War,
the leaders had been on their own. After the War, the leaders
had the support of the masses. In their campaigns, people
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showed that it was not just the leaders who wanted to protest.
Thousands of people protested. One big and important struggle
i was the Defiance Campaign in 1952. Thousands of volunteers
led by the African National Congress (ANC) and the South
African Indian Congress, defied unjust laws, For many women,
this campaign was their first political experience. But they
continued in the struggle after the Defiance Campaign ended.

At this time in South Africa, a number of other organisa-
tions were growing. The ways people were fighting their
struggles were changing. The ANC had existed since 1912, but
in 1949 in the Programme of Action, it adopted a new strategy.
The South African Indlan Congress had worked with the ANC
from the Programme of Action. Together these two organisations
had planned the Defiance Campaign. They mobilised people in
i large numbers around the calls for action, In 1953, people in
various places felt the need for other organisations to draw
unorganised people into the struggle alongside the ANC and
South African Indian Congress. In Johannesburg, a group of
white activists formed an organisation called the Congress
of Democrats. They joined with the newly formed organisation,
the Democratic League in Cape Town, to form the South African
Congress of Democrats, 1t was small and based mainly in
Johannesburg and Cape Town. There were a lot of questions
that this organisation sorted out in thesé early years.
Questions like: what was its role in the struggle? what was
its relationship to the ANC? Also in 1953, but in the Westexn
Cape, a group of people decided that they needed an organisa-
tion to work with the coloured'people. Up till then the
coloured 'people had n.. long term organisation. An organisation
was started. One of the first things it did was to try to set
up branches in other regions. Then at the end of 1953, these
groups all came together. They formed the South Afri in Coloured
Peoples Organisation. This was later called the Coloured
Peoples Congress or CPC, :

In Europe in 1945, an organisation called the Women's
International Democratic Federation was formed, The aims of
the organisation were to fight for women's rights, for peace
and for freedom. Some women in South Africa knew about this
organisation and sent a delegate to the conferences.in.1947,
1951 and 1953, These women saw that the Women's International
Democratic Federation had made women a powerful force in many
countries. They thought that South Africa needed a similar
kind of women's organisation. They wanted a national women's
organisation to draw together all the small women's organi-
sations,
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In all the different regions of South Africa, women had
already formed organisations and were asking the question:
why a women's organisation? In the Transvaal, the ANC Women's
League was, strong and well organised. There were also women
outside of..the Women's League who talked about organising
women. In Natal, there was not really a women's organisation.
But women in the ANC and Natal Indian Congress thought that
a women's organisation was a good idea. In Port Elizabeth,
a group of women from the trade unions and from the ANC met é
to talk about forming a women's organisation. One of the trade :
union organisers from Cape Town was at this meeting, and so
contact was established between these two centres., In Cape
Town, there were a number of small women's organisations like
the Women's Food Committees and the Cape Housewives League.
In the Western Cape, women were organised into the ANC and
Food and Canning Workers Union as well. There were also women
.who had been active in the Communist Party. They all wanted
a women's organisation.

The aims of the Federation.

THE UNITY OF ALL WOMEN: i
It was in this climate of the growth of new organisations

that the Federation of South African Women was formed. The

ANC and SAIC had committed themselves t:0 the struggle for

national liberation. To the women who formed the Federation,

liberation also meant freedom from discrimination on the

grounds of sex. The Women's Charter was adopted at the first

conference of the Federation. The Charter reached out to :

‘Working Women of South Africa' and called for,'...solidarity

in the struggle against apartheid, racism, sexism and capita- '

list exploitation'. It is clear that these women understood !

the demands made on them by the national liberation struggle, i

To work for freedom, they would have to fight against ideas

that women should be inferior and passive. They had to show

themselves capable of planned political. action. Through this

work they could liberate the whole of society. ;
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At the first conference in 1954, women from organisations
all over the country met. The majority of the women came from
the ANC. One may ask why a national women's organisation was
necessary when a women's organisation already existed, namely
the ANC Women's League in the Transvaal, There were many
women's organisations throughout the country which were
independent of the ANC and had no political affiliations.
There were religious groups, Mothers Unions, and the National
Council of African Women. The answer to this question is that
the leaders of the Federation saw the need to unite all women
to prepare them for the struggles ahead. They wanted an
organisation to unite women, non-racially.

Part of the crowd at the first conference of the
Federation of South African Women.

The women who came from other political organisations had
experienced prejudice against their activeness from their men
colleagues. Often they found themselves making tea rather than
taking part in discussions. They regarded this as an obstacle
to progress. This was expressed in the Women's Charter as
follows: '...The law has become an obstacle to the progress
of women and therefore a brake on the whole society. This
intolerable condition would not be allowed to continue were
it not for the refusal of a large section of our menfolk to
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concede to us women the rights and privileges which they
demand for themselves....they cannot hope to liberate them-
selves from the evils of discrimination and prejudice as long
as they fail to extend to women complete and unqualified
equality in law and in practice’

WHY A NATIONAL FEDERATION?

Even though the Federation took up these national isdues,
they did not often organise nationally co-ordinated campaigns,
For example, the 1954 rent increases applied to all locations
throughout the country., The Federation national executive ;
called on women of all regions to take up the issue. But the
women fought the rent increases only in Johannesburg and in '
Cape Town. There was no national co-ordination of the campaign. P
The women of each region decided how they would work in their :
area completely on their own.

But if the Anti-Pass Campaign was the only national
campaign, then why did women see the need for national orga-
nisation? Although it did not organise many national campaigns
the Federation kept women of different regions in contact with )
one another, The Federation helped the women in the regions !
to see their problems as part of the people's problems. The :
Federation regional committees took up issues of national
importance. Through the national conferences, women could
learn about the problems of other areas, and about how women
organised in:other areas, There was a national conference in
1954, The Federation and the ANC Women's League had a joint
conference in 1956 about the Anti-Pass Campaign. In Auqust
1956, after the march to Pretoria, the Federation held its
second conference. The last national conference was in 1961
after the banning of the Women's League¢, This discussion about
how people organised in other areas is always an important
part of any organisation. We can learn from the problems other
people faced, and how they overcame these problems. A national
Federation was important for another reason. Women in each
region realised that they were not on their own. They were
part of a nation-wide mass movement of women which was part
of the liberation struggle,

C e e e e, e e ot

R R T

g

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



10

1

. The structure of
the Federation

One of the most important things the women in the Fede-
ration had to decide on was the structure of their organisa-
tion. This was not a simple problem. It needed a lot of dis- i
cussing and debating. Discussion took place at the first t
conference. But it needed more than that. After the conference
' women discussed the draft constitution and the structure in
their organhisations and amongst themselves.

From the ‘-beginning women from all over the country were
part of the FSAW. Aftc~ the first conference they knew that
! they wanted to form a national organisation. They knew then
what their collective goals were, These were set out in the
Women's Charter adopted at the first conference. They even
had a pretty good idea of what sorts of issues they were like-
ly to take up and organise around. Some of the questions the
women had to ask themselves were: How would they work together
to achieve their common goals? Should they work together as
individuals, in groups, in areas or in separate organisations?
Would the Federation have individual membership? Would it have
branches in different areas? Would it have only organisations
affiliated to it or would it have both indiyidual membership
and affiliated organisations? How would all the different areas
fit into the organisation as a whole? Another question they
had to look at was how women from the different race groups
would fit into the structure, How would women in the rural
areas where there were no organisations become part of the
Federation and keep in contact with things happening in the
cities? They wanted to find a way to encourage all the women
that agreed with their aims to become part of the Federation
in some way, regardless of their race.

VIOMEN IN ORGANISATIONS

Many of the women who were involved in the Federation
were already part of other political organisations. In 1954,
when the Federation was formed it was only the ANC that had
a women's section. Before 1954 the ANC Women's League only
operated in the Transvaal. From December 1954 to 1956 the
i Women's League set up regional committees in the different
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provinces and was growing fast. By 1956 the ANCWL was orga- :
nised nationally. Other organisations such as the Congress of {
Democrats (COD), the South African Coloured People's Organisa- ﬂ
tion (SACPO) and the South African Indian Congress (SAIC) :
didn't have their own women's sections. .

Women were also organised in other types of women's :
organisations, e.g. the Cape Housewive's League, and in trade i
unions. Many of these women were keen to become part of a ]
national women's organisation. Some women found that they could
be in three different organisations at the same time. For
example, a coloured woman working in a canning factory could
be in the Federation, SACPO and the Food and Canning Workers ;
Union at the same time. Many women had to work out if they
could be active in more than one organisation at the same time.

The women had to decide on what kind of structure the
Federation should have. Would membership of the Federation
draw women away from other organisations? Different organisa-
tions may have different ideas about how to run a campaign.
How would decision-making take place, with women scattered
all over the country in different organisations? Many women
vere not in organisations at all. How wculd activities in
the different areas be coordinated? How would women in the
different areas be kept in contact with each other?

SECOND FEDERATION CONFERENCE: i
Women from all over the country attended the second
conference in 1956. Though most of the women were from the
Transvaal. At this conference after long discussion, a con-
stitution was adopted. It was seen 'as a working basis on
which reglons can be correctly constituted, on which women's
organisations can be invited to affiliate and the work of
the Federation can go forward' (FSAW Al). The ANC was the
dominant organisation in the Congress Alliance, The ANCWL
represented the largest and most organised women's organisa-
tion in the country. Some people felt that individual member-
ship would lead to divided loyalties. They feared that it
could lead to a situation where the Federation and the ANCWL
competed for members, or that the. Federation would draw women
away from the ANCWL into a separate organisation.
] So they gave up the idea of individual membership. They
decided that it was better to concentrate on strengthening
those women's organisations that already existed. They would
also build new organisations, clubs, and societies which could
affiliate to the Federation,
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ORGANISATIONS AFFILIATED TO THE FEDERATION

The women in the Federation also realised that it was
only the ANC and the African women who had a strong women's
organisation. A lot of women were completely unorganised. They
were not part of any organisation. They tried to solve this
problem in two ways:

1) In some of the areas women tried to set up new women's
organisations that could affiliate to the Federation, This
was done in Cape Town in 1956 when the Non-European Women's
League was formed. The Non-European Women's League tried to
draw in unorganised coloured women. This organisation
affiliated to the Federation.

2) General organisations could also affiliate to the Federa-
tion. Wwomen in the Food and Canning Workers Union, South
African Coloured People's Organisation and the Congress of
Democrats could all be part of the Federation because their
organisation ‘affiliated to it.

This meant that the Federation was a mixture of different
organisations. The ANCWL was a nation-wide organisation open
to africans only. COD and SACPO were also nation-wide and
they were open to a particular race group. But they were not
women's organisations. F&CWU was a nation-wide trade union.
The Non-European Women's League and the Cape Housewive's
League were women's organisations in Cape Town,

This mixture of different organisations was the Federa-
tion's strength in one sense and its weakness in another.
Because it covered such a wide range of organisations in its
affiliates, the Federation could draw on women from the fac-
tories, on the housewives and on women of all races to support
its campaigns. The Federation could mobilise the masses of
women around particular issues., An example of this was the
march of 20 000 women to Pretoria on the 9th August 1956,

But women still often felt divided loyalties between
thelir own organisations and the Federation. They were often
not sure what organisation they were working for in any
particular campaign. Meetings of the affiliate organisations
and the Federation branches were often held together. For

example in Paarl the Federation business was dealt with at the
end of the F&CWU meetings,

CONFERENCES AND DECISION MAKING

The main policy decisions of the Federation occurred at
the national and regional conferences. At the national confe-
rence women from different organisations and from all over the
country would get together to discuss their grievances and to
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report on activities in their areas. They would pass resolu-
tions and plan activities for the future.

But decisions about activities had to be made far more
often than at the conferences. National conferences were
expensive at a time when most of the members and the organi-
sation itself was poor and travelling was expensive and time-
consuming. Conferences were quite difficult to organise. They
had to be planned well in advance so that as many women as
possible could attend.” Organisations needed time to elect
representatives. Most of the women who would attend were
working women. They had to take a few days of work to travel
and attend the conference. The naticnal conferences were
usually in Johannesburg, whi&h made it difficult for women
from the Cape to attend.

Regional conferences were\also very important to discuss
issues and make decisions and plans. Women from different
organisations were invited to attend the regional conferences
Thelr organisations were invited to affiliate to the Federa-*
tion. But in some areas the women in the Federation felt that
they needed to strengthen organisation in their regions before
they had a regional conference.

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Because of the difficulty of having frequent conferences
it was important for there to be a central decision making
body within, the Federation. This was the National Executive
Committee of the Federation. This consisted of the National
President, 4 National Vice-Presidents (one from each provirice),
a treasurer and a general secretary, as well as a committee
of 20 members., The majority of the committee members lived
in the district of the Federation Head Office to form a
working committee. They assisted the executive in their tasks.
These were all elected by the women at the National Conference
The executive would work in the centre where the Federation
Head Office was situated. This was first in Cape Town but
moved to Johannesburg in 1956,

CONTACT AT A NATIONAL LEVEL

The different regions had regional executives and commi-
ttees, These were supposed to be elected at the regional
conferences. In some areas there were not enough women to be
active on the committees so an election didn't really happen.

Contact between the regions and head office was empha-
sised. The regions were asked tc write reports and send news.
The Head Office could then let each region know what was
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happening in other areas and coordinate activities., In the
fifties many national ir=ues were taken up by organisations.
It was important for the Federation to be able to communicate
with all the regions when a natidnal issue was taken up. It
‘seems that the communication wasn't always good. This was
especially so after the Heaq‘Office moved to Johannesburg.

The NEC often sent out memoranda and circulars to the
reglons. The circulars called on the women in the different
areas to support a particular campaign. Many of these campaigns
originated from within the Congress Alliance. But they also
came from discussion and grievances that the women had voiced
at the conferences. The executive would discuss plans in
greater detail and send their recommendations to the regional
committees for discussion and action. For example, during the
anti-pass campaign the NEC recommended to the regions that
they form broad anti-pass committees with other organisations
(even with those outside the Congress Alliance).

Recommendations of this kind were often taken up by the
different regions in different ways. This depended on the
specific conditions in the region, such as how strong the
Federation was in that region, what other local campaigns
they were involved in at the time and what other organisations
existed in the area. For example, the Cape municipal vote was
a big issue in the Cape and the Federation in the Cape was
very active in the.campaign., This was not so in the Transvaal
and other provinces. The Transvaal were much more active in
the Bantu Education campaign than the Cape was,

What issues did the
Federation take up ?

When the Federation took up an issue, what did they
+want to gain? The Federation of South African Women took up
! the problems that made people's lives difficult because they
jwere committed to improving the lives of the women in their
iaffiliate organisations, But the organisation also wanted to
:draw the women into the national liberation struggle. The
'%Federation knew that without the support of all the people in
|

Sonth Africa, freedom would never be won. Women made up half
the population. Normally they did not take an active part in
‘political organisation, The Federation wanted to increase the
i number of people to protest against oppression in South Africa.

%They took up issues which concerned women in order to mobilise
3 them into this struqqle.

i
i
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What were the people's problems that the Federation was
concerned about? We must remember that the Federation worked
very closely with Congress Alliance organisation even though
it was not officially on the National Consultative Committee.’
The Congress Alliance had a policy of 'Unity in Actlon', which
meant that no campaigns were ever fought by dnly one organi-
sation. All these Congress Alliance organisations joined
forces to fight for an issue, and they tried to draw other
organisations in as well. So decisions to take up an issue i
were not made only within the Federztion structure. Organisa- ;

tions worked together to decide on these questions. To show '
this we can look at the Pass Campaign, Bantu Education Cam-
paign and the Congress of the People.

ass demonstration in Johannesburg

1957 anti~

PASSES FOR AFRICAN WOMEN

From 1950, the threat that african women must carry
passes was a heavy burden for the women of South Africa. The
men had carried passes for a long time. Women had seen how
the men had suffered from the pass laws. Now they too had to
carry passes. The ANC opposed passes for women from 1950 when
the government first spoke of them. Opposition to the pass
laws was central to the ANC policy. The people who were 5
mobilised into the anti-pass campaigns from 1950 till 1960
demanded that the pass laws be abolished,

-
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: The Federation was important in the anti-pass campaigns.

. It took up the issue in most areas of South Africa where the

pass unit issued passes. The pass campaigns continued through-

out the late 1950!s. For example, when the pass unit came to

Cape Town, the women voiced their opposition. Many of the

women refused to carry passes. In the late 1950's the anti-

pass campaigns were the major activity of the Federation and

+  the ANC Women's League, Mainly women were involved in the
campaigns during the fifties, SE* ’
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Zeerust women pro‘teat;lng against passes in 1957,

Lt
~

The Anti-Pass Campaign was the only campaign that the
Federation organised that was really a national campaign. The
march of 20 000 women to the Union Buildings was the result of ‘
national organisation. The Federation tried to do two things.
They organised women in each area not to take out passes, and ‘
co-ordinated the campaign on a national scale, In each area,
women worked towards a march to the local Native Commissioner.

4  They also prepared themselves towards sending a deputation to
Pretoria. The Anti-Pass Campaign was the only campaign that
the Federation took up in each region. This campaign brought
women from the cities like Johannesburg, Cape Town and Port
Elizabeth together with women from the outlying areas like
Zeerust and Winburg. This did not happen in other campaigns.
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Why was the Anti-Pass Campaign a nationally co-ordinated
campaign? The opposition to passes was, as we have said,
especially important and more energy was put into it than into
other campaigns. But there was another set of reasons why this
campaign was fought nationally. The women of South Africa felt
very strongly about the pass issue. They spontaneously showed
their resistance to the issuing of passes. Even in areas wvhere
the Federation and the ANC Women's Leagu2 had not. been working,
women opposed passes. This spontanecus militancy of the women
pushed the organisations to take up the campaigns in all areas,
The Federation and ANC Women's League al3o saw that the way
that the state was issuing passes, coing from one area to
another, had to be stopped. In the late 1950's the pass unit
went from place to place in South Africa to issue passes to
women. One month the pass unit was in Winburg, the next month
in Springs, the month after in Sophiatown. This travelling
pass unit made it more difficult for womz2n to see the wideness
of the issue. The Federation saw the neel for a national cam-
paign to overcome these divisions. ¥hrough this national cam-
paign, the isolated efforts of the vomen were brought together.
At the same time, the full importance of the issue was brought
out,

GROUP AREAS AND RESETTLEMENT

The Federation was also concerned about how the people
were forced to move. During the 1950's the Nationalists tried
to divide the areas that people lived in along racial lines,
This was part of thelr policy to divide the people and to make
unity amongst the oppressed people more difficult. The state
worked differently in the different regions of South Africa. .
But the general problem that the Federation fought against
was the same throughout the country, although in each area
there were particular problems not found in' other areas. For {
example, in Johannesburg, people were moved from Sophiatown,
and there were the Western Areas removals. In Weenen in Natal,
people were moved from the areas where they had lived for a
long time and left in the veld without houses. In Cape Town,
Africans were moved from houses in Blaauvlei, Retreat and
from squatter communities in Windemere and Elsies River, to
an emergency camp in Nyanga.

RENT INCREASES

In the 1950's the State increased the rents in a sub-
economic housing scheme in all the locations throughout the
country. So workers had to pay more money for their houses.
The Federation executive wrote to all its regional committees
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and affiliates and called on them to take up the issue of the
rent increases and the fight against them. This was a problem
that affected the daily lives of the African members of the
Federation. The organisation opposed the rent increases to
fight for better living conditions for the people.

BANTU EDUCATION ACT CAMPAIGN

The Nationalist government strengthened the racial
oppression in South Africa through its Apartheid policy. It
brought racial oppression into all areas of people's 1lives,
In 1953 Parliament introduced a new law - the Bantu Education
Act. This Act put the control over what teachers taught
african children in the hands of the governmen'. It was
designed to give these children an inferior education to equip
them for the role that the government wanted them to play.
The introduction of this Act was part of a broader control
over education that the government was exe:.ising. The ANC
opposed the move to divide education along r ~ial lines and
to put it under the control of the government. The ANC's
opposition to this move was expressed through . campaign led
by the ANC Women's League. The Federation worked closely with
the Women's League on this issue, although it only took up

——— o ORI & O _
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BEERHALLS ;
The Federation of South African Women also took up the ’
issue of the beerhalls in a number of regions. The government
made it illegal to brew beer and to sell it from people's
houses. This forced the people to buy beer from the Municipal
Beerhall. The campaign against the beerhalls in Cato Manor in
1959 was a particularly militant one. The women marched on the :
beerhalls armed with sticks and chased the men out. The police i
tried to prevent the women from going to the beerhall and t
- charged the women with batons. But the women's militancy
eventually forced the Municipality to close the beerhall. Many i
people opposed the beerhalls in other areas as well. In.Langa,
starting in 1954, the people led by the ANC prevented the Cape
Town City Council from building a beerhall for many years., [
There were also many other campaigns that the Federation |
was involved in. For example in 1957, they worked with the :
Federation of South African Nurses and Midwives to oppose
the Nursing Act of 1957. This Act introduced racial segreqa- _
tion into all aspects of the nursing profession. This campaign i
was taken up in a number of areas. The Federation also fought i
against bread price increases., For example, in 1961 a group :
of Federation women in the Western Cape and delegates from i
other women's organisations went to the Minister of Finance :
to oppose a proposed increase in the price of bread. The :
Federation was also involved in opposing train fare and bus
fare increases in various placed. In Cape Town, when the
Municipality tried to introduce apartheid on the buses the i
Federation was involved in the campaign to oppose this move. !

COMMUNITY PROBLEMS !
The affiliate organisations of the Federation and the
Federation regional committees also took up basic community o
problems. They fought against bad street lighting, the lack
of pedestrian crossings and the shortage of creches. The o
Federation worked for these kinds of improvements in the
different areas, and showed women that the organisation could
help them. The Federation then tried to draw these women into
bigger campaigns and to raise their political consciousness.
For example, in Blaauvlei, women worked together to set up
a creche and then demanded a building from the City Council.
The parents were all involved in the work at the creche and
took decisions about the creche themselves. When the creche
had been opened, the women still met to discuss their problems.
Some Federation women went to talk to these women about the

N
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Women's International Democratic Federation and about what
women were doing in other countries, In‘this way they brought
new ideas to the women of 3laauvlei, and the women saw that
their struggle for their creche was part of a bigger struggle.

THE FEDERATION TOOK UP TWO KINDS OF ISSUES:

We have discussed some of the issues that the Federation
took up. We can see that there were two kinds of issues:
1) Community problems that affected only one particular area,
Here we mentioned the creche at Blaauvlei, but there was also |
the creche at Wynberg, and the campaign to get toilets at
Nyanga Fmergency Camp.
2) National problems that were a result of the policy of the
South Africa state, like passes, Bantu Education and removals.
We saw that these problems were often slightly different in
each region.

How did the Federation
organise ?

Now we need to ask how did the Federation of South
African Women organise? How did they take up issues? How did
they fight campaigns around these issues? When the Federation/
tock up a community issue, they worked in their own area only.
But they used many methods to fight for their demands, They
used the same kind of methods in the local campaigns as they
used when the Federation fought issues of national importance.

JOINT CAMPAIGNS WITH OTHER ORGANISATIONS

We said earlier that the Federation of South African
Women was part of the Congress Alliance. They worked very
closely with the other organisations that were part of the
alliance, But the Federation also worked together in campaigns
with organisations which were not part of the Congress Alliance.
It was the policy of the Federation to work with as wide a
range of organisations as possible. This policy was called
the 'Unity in Action' policy. In the locations, the Federation
worked with the Manyano women (1), religious groups, social
clubs and the National Council of African Women. In the
broader cmapaigns, they worked with their affiliate organisa-~
tions and with other organisations that were not affiliated.
For example, in the Anti-Pass Campaign in Cape Town after
1957, the Federation and the ANC Women's League worked with
the National Council of Women, the Black Sash, Anglican
Mothers' Union, the Quaker Service Fund, the South African
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Institute of Race Relations, and other organisations. In 21
1954, the ANC and other organisations decided to call on the
people of South Africa to bring forward their demands for
freedom. They worked towards the Congress of the People in
June 1955, This Congress drew up the Freedom Charter. The
Federation worked with the other organisations in the campaign
leading up to this representative gathering. After the Congress
of the People, the organisations organised a campaign to tell
the people about the Freedom Charter. And all the Congress
Alliance organisations adopted the Freedom Charter. The
Federation held a Congress of Mothers in the Transvaal and in
the Western Cape to discuss the Charter,

" . ) b - ) " ) > i § ‘

. e traditionally been Kept in the backg al
in political activity. In 1955 these Indian women broke

through backward tradition when they attended the Congress

of the People. '

ORGANISING A CAMPAIGN

The Federation wanted to draw as many people as possible
into the campaigns and to make the protests as big as possible.
The Federation believed that mass support for demands would
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force the government to do away with racial oppression. There

were a lot of ways in which the Federation organised to take
up issues., We can look at some of the campaigns to show the
methods that the Federation used to organise.

Before 1956, the Anti-Pass Campaign was not a national
campaign. In each region, the Federation regional committee
set themselves a goal. In the Transvaal, the women decided to
march to the Union Buildings in October 1955, The leadership
decided that this was an important way to show the women's
opposition to the passes., The Transvaal was an area where the
ANC was very strong at that time and the Federation, ANC and
ANC Women's League worked very closely together.

In each township on the Reef, the Women's Leagque women
came together for a meeting with the Federation leaders. They
discussed the march and each woman took pamphlets back to her
own area. These women then went from door to door in their
street talking about the pass laws and how women should oppose
the passes. The each ANC woman invited a woman to hold a
meeting in her house and to call the women of her street to
that meeting.

At these house meetings, the members of the ANC Women's
League distributed the pamphlets and asked women to sign a
petition to the Prime Minister. They also told women about
the march to the Union Buildings on 27 October 1955 to take
these petitions to the Prime Minister., Ixd this way, 2 00Q
women from the Reef townships were mobilised to march to see
Strydom, the Prime Minister.

In 1956, the same methods were used to mobilise 20 000
women to take petitions to the Prime Minister. But this time
the women came from all over South Africa. In each region,
the Federation regional committees with the ANC Women's League
and the affiliate organisations, used the same methods to
tell women about the march. There were also area meetings
organised in each region. In the Western Cape for example,
the Federation held well-attended meetings in Langa, Elsies
River, Blaauvlei, Stellenbosch and Worcester. Women at these
meetings decided to march to the Native Affairs Commissioner
in Salt River as well as to send delegates to Pretoria. They
elected special comnittees to go -door-to-door to collect names
for the petition, A deputation of women from the Federation of
South African Womer and from
-South African Women and from affiliated organisations like
the Food and Canning Workers Union, ANC Women's League,
Congress of Democrats and South African Coloured.People's
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Organisation took the petition to Salt River, This deputation
reported back to.mass meetings held in all the areas after
the protest march. On 2 September, there was an enormous mass
rally on the Parade in Cape Town attended by women from all
over the Western Cape., At this meeting the women planned the
next stage of the campaign.
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Twenty thousand women protesting against paeses at the
Union Buildings in 1956.

During the 1950's a newspaper called New Age was put
together by members of the Congress . Alliance, It came out ever '
Thursday. New Age helped in the organisation of campaigns. :
Volunteers sold the newspaper on the streets and many people
who were not members of the Congress Alllance organisations ’
bought it, Organisations advertised meetings in this newspaper ¢
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i
and called on other organisations to join the campaigns. In '
the early 1950's Parliament had taken the vote away from the !
coloured people. This was part of the Apartheid policy of the
government. Then in 1956, the Cape Provincial Administration
decided to use the same system in Municipal elections. They
decided to take the vote away from certain sections of the
population. This affected the coloured'women directly, because
although they did not have a vote for Parliament, they had
always been allowed to vote for City Councillors. The Federa-
tion organised a 'Defend the Municipal Vote' campaign. The
Federation regional committee decided to call other organisa-
tions to a conference to plan united action, They wrote an
article for New Age, the people's newspaper, and called on all
organisations in the Western Cape to attend a 'Defend the
Municipal Vote Conference®' the next week. This conference
elected an action committee from the people at the meeting to
co-ordinate the campaign. One of the things that it did was
to ask organisations to demand that Provincial Councillors
oppose this racial segregation in municipal affairs. The commi-
ttee also distributed pamphlets and organised mass meetings.
In this way they showed the Cape Provincial Administration
that the people of Cape Town did not want a segregated Cape
Town City Council,

Federation women also used to taik to people on the
crowded trains going home in the evenings, or at bus stops,
Large crowds gathered around these women to hear what they
sald. Whenever people gathered together, members of the Fede-
ration and ANC Women's Leaque spoke out about the campaigns
and the struggle. Often in Cape Town, open air meetings took
place on the Parade at lunch time, People went to the Parade
during their lunch break and Federation women went there to
talk to people who had little experience of political organi-
sations (2).

The way that the Federation took up a campaign depended
on what kind of iscie it was. In the Anti-Pass Campaign, there
were mass meetings, placard demonstrations at the pass units,
petitions to the Native Commissioners and to the Prime Minis-
ter. When the government increased the rents in sub-economic
housing the Federation used a number of approaches to oppose
the increases. They held mass meetings, and the hundreds of
people at those meetings urged the City.Council to decrease
the rents. The increases were also fought through the courts.
In April 1955, the court confirmed that the new rents which
the people of Langa were paying were illegal. The old rents
were brought back.
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WHO WERE THE WOMEN IN THE FEDERATION CAMPAIGNS?

Women who joined in the Congress Alliance campaigns were
not necessarily members of any organisation. Some of them were
not incorporated into the organisational decision-making pro«
cesseg. Other women did participate in the Federation's
affiliate organisations in an ongoing sense. They went to con-
ferences and continued to work for these organisations in
later campaigns. The rank and file members of the Federation
were in fact the rank and file members of the affiliate orga-

nisations.

Problems of the
Federation .

BACKGROUND OF THE WOMEN

For many women who joined the affiliates of the Federa-
tion, this was their first experience in any political organi-
sation. They brought with them enthusiasm, the will to work,
and the awareness that something had to be done about their
position as oppressed women. But they were inexperienced in
political organisation. There were some women involved in
these organisations who did have experience, awareness and
organisational skills. This group made up the leadership of
the Federation.

Having all the experienced pesople at the head of the orga
nisation was not good in the long run, This made for a top-
heavy organisation. It was the aim of the leadership to draw
in women who had not been involved in other organisations.
This they did in some areas. The women and the affiliate
organisations gained as a result, But at the same time, the
vast differences in background and experience were a problem,
Some women found it easier to contribute than others. The
organisational skills and benefits of pulitical experience did
not reach women who had just come into mass political organi-
sation.

LACK OF ONGOING ORGANISATION

In the past, the nature of organisation among women was
not planned. As issues arose, they were taken up. The women
did not plan for a long-term organisation. An example was the
Food Committees of the 1940's. There ways a food shortage in
the 1940's, Food vans took food to the poorer areas and sold
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it at controlled prices. The shortage grew worse, and the more
well-off women used the vans too. The people who controlled
the vans gave first preference to white women. The other women
were angry, and began to organise themselves. Each queue had
a committee, which had weekly meetings, Representatives of the
food committees formed a General Committee, This General Commi-
ttee formed an Action Committee,

The leadership did try to use the food shortage to mobi-
lise women on a long-term basis,. This can be seen by the slogan
of the time, 'Today We Fight for Food, Tomorrow for the Vote,
And Then For Freedom For All', However, when the issue itself
had died down, long-term organisation was forgotten. The
possibilities for long-term organisation were lost,

The Federation realised that ongoing organisation was
necessary, but they had to deal with the fact that there was
no tradition of ongoing organisation among women,

SEXIST ATTITUDES

Most men, even those in the forefront of popular organi~-
sations, still regarded the women as natural inferiors, They
saw women as mothers and wives, and were against their direct
political involvement. The women too had to break down their
own ideas of themselves as slaves in their own homes, They
had to realise that they could do things, that they could
organise.

These were some of the problems of history and background
with which the Federation started out,

RELATIONS WITH OTHER ORGANISATIONS

The Federation was linked to the Congress Alliance, and
the Federation itself was an umbrella body consisting of a
number of women's organisations, On both levels, the Federa-
tion had problems. The 'Unity in Action' policy of the Congress
Alliance was a strength., It gave greater force to each issue.
With each member organisation working, victory on an issue
was nearer, However, it meant that the Federation, a relative-
ly new organisation, had not enough time to build and streng-
then itself. Many women were members of the ANC, the ANC
Women's League and the Federation. Thus, when these bodies had
work to do, and needed people to work, time and attention, the
women were often busy in their own organisations.

THE FEDERAL STRUCTURE

The organisations of the Federation came from areas with
different problems. Also, the areas were often far apart. This
made it difficult to organise on a national scale.

d by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



27
Also, affiliates included different kinds of organisa-
tions. There were political organisations, housewive's organi-
sations, trade unions and other women's organisations. Each
of these organisations had its own special issues and problems,

RURAL AREAS

Activity was concentrated in the industrial and most
densely-populated regions. It was difficult to organise the
rural areas. In this areas tribal traditions were much more
respected and practised than in the urban areas. It was harder
for the women in these areas to realise that mothers and wives
can also organise, )

Workers on the farms in South Africa have always lacked
organisation, For these reasons, the Federation found it
difficult to organise the women in the rural areas,

STATE REPRESSSION

Laws were passed which severely limited the activities
of the organisations and individuals, In 1950 the Suppression
of Communism Act was passed, which gave the Minister of Justice
tight control over gatherings and over what individuals did.
Banning orders and police harassment meant that many of the
leaders could not work effectively, In 1953 a Public Safety
Act was passed, which enabled the authorities to declare a
state of emergency over all parts of the country. They could
bring in emergency regulations and take any action that they
thought was necessary. There were mass -arrests, and people
were imprisoned. Péople could suffer beatings, large fines or
jall sentences if they 'disturbed the peace' or 'incited'
anyone. This was in terms of the Criminal Law Amendment Act
of 1953,

They made it difficult for the:popular organisations to
function in cities, The Native Laws. Amendment Act of 1952
meant that Africans could only live in urban areas under cer-
tain conditions. This disrupted political activity in the
urban areas. Thousands of people were farced into the Reserves,

All these things caused problems for the Federation,

especially when it came to:

1) representation at meetings and conferences,
2) open-air meetings and rallies,

3) movement from province to province.

DEMOCRACY
Democratic decision-making was a problem. Areas were far
apart. Executive meetings were difficult to convene, because
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of the distances members had tc travel, and because of police
harassment. Decisions taken in executive meetings were not
always fully discussed in the affiliate organisations. This
was because these organisations had their own matters to see
to. Also the types of things one organisation was concerned
about were often different from those another was concerned
about, This sometimes led to undemocratic practices in the
Federation,

The headquarters had to be in one place, This affected
the flow of information to and from other areas. It also
affected democracy in the organisation,

LACK OF FUNDS

Finance was a problem. The Federation, being a national
body, needed finance for conferences, trips, campaigns, local
and regional work, A lot of energy went ‘into fund raising
activities, but collection of subs was often not very well
organised. .

The problems of the Federation grew out of the conditions
of the 1950's. But many of them are problems that any political
organisation in Sout» Africa may encounter in organising on a
national scale.

Why was the Federation
inactive in the 1960’s ?

The structure of the Federation had a very strong effect
on the way it developed, The events of the early sixties meant
that the Federation had to reassess their organisation's future.
But it was not the only factor that influenced the Federation
at this time. And there were a number of reasons why by 1962
people heard very little of the Federation of South African

Women,

THE EFFECT OF THE TREASON TRIAL ON THE FEDERATION

The early 1960's were a difficult time for the Federation
of South African Women. But the Federation had already been
weakened by the Treason Trial., 156 men and women were arres=-
ted in December 1956 and charged with high treason, The
National President, National Secretary, National Vice~Presi-
dent from the Free State and three other members of the
National Executive of the Federation were arrested, From 1957
to 1959, there was little chance for a natiocnal conference,
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In 1959 the Federation postponed the idea of a national con-
ference to provide for an opportunity for a full National
Conference of the ANC Women's League, We have already said
that the Federation was top-heavy - the leaders were too
important in the organisation., Now, with the leaders in deten-
tion, the Federation was badly weakened.

SHARPEVILLE
In 1960 a number of organisations joined together in a

mass anti-pass demonstration. Large crowds of people gathered
at police stations and demanded to be arrested because they
did not have their passes, They had decided to leave them at
home. The police were taken aback by this mass defiance. In
Sharpeville 69 people were shot dead by the police. In Langa,
two people died when the police opened fire on the crowds.
During the next week, in all the regions of South Africa, people
showed their horror and opposition to the Sharpeville shootings.
In Cape Town on 30 March, 30 000 people marched from Langa to
Parliament, The government was threatened by the response of
the people and acted fast, They declared a State of Emergency
for five months throughout the country and detained many
people. Then the State declared the ANC, ANC Women's League
and Youth League, and the Pan Afrfcan Congress illegal, This
was a difficult time for all organisaticns. Many of the leaders
were in jail, Meetings were illegal, The police increased
their attack on organisations and on individuals,

REPRESSION

In the early 1960's the State re~organised the Security
police and the security laws, In the early 1950's security
policemen sat in meetings openly taking notes, They raided
offices and took organisations' documents, From 1960, the
Security Police used new methods. They tapped telephones, and
tape recorded meetings. They used new mzthods against people
in detention. In the early 1950's the poclice could not detain
people. They had to arrest you and tharge you. In 1959 Parlia-
ment passed a new law so that they could detain people, But at
first they could only hold people for twelve days. Then they
changed the law to allow for longer detention - first 90 days,
then 180 days. The police used detention to find out about
organisations. The government also banitshed large numbers of
leaders to far off places, miles away from the centres where
they had organised. .

Many of the leaders of the Federation were banned in the
late 1950's and early 1960's. Many of the women were detained
during the State of Emergency. We saw that the Federation was
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a co-ordinating structure. It was made up of committees of
leaders from the affiliate organisations. Many women were
leaders of more than one organisation, So even if women were
detained or banned because of their work in the Women's League,
Congress of Democrats or in South African Congress of Trade
Unions, this also affected the Federation.

LACK OF DECENTRALISATION

Why did the banning of the leaders affect the Federation
so badly? What does this tell us about the way in which the
organisation worked? It tells us something about the kind of
democracy in the organisation. In the 1950's these organisa-
tions worked in such a way that most of the decisions were
taken by the national leaders and passed down to regional
leaders and so to the members., This kind of democracy did not
help all the womer in the organisation to take part in all
the decisions. Not all the women in the affiliate organisations
learnt the skills of leadership and administration. The
Federation and Congress Alliance organisations did run training
programmes for the leaders but most of the women who joined
the campaigns did not learn these skills, In fact the elected
leaders tended to hold the power in the organisation, The
decisions as to what issue to take up came from the problems
grassroots women were experiencing in their communities. These
women were not necessarily involved in organisations. But the
decisions about the organisation of campaigns were taken by
the experienced leaders, both at a regional and national level.
There was little decentralisation of decisions and of skills,
The mass of the women in the organisation did not gain the
experience necessary to carry on the work of the Federation,

BANNING OF THE ANC WOMEN'S LEAGUE

As we saw, the ANC Women's League was the biggest affi-
liate of the Federation. The State banned the Women's League
with the other organisations on 25 March 1960, This meant
that it could no longer operate as a legal organisation., The
women who had been members of the Women's League could no
longer be members of the Federation. At the end of 1960, the
Federation Executive decided to set up small organisations to
replace the Women's League. These organisations would affiliate
to the Federation. They called on regional committees to set
up women's groups. In the Transvaal 30 african women's clubs
had affiliated to the Federation by October 1961. In the
Western Cape there were 1l groups. In the Eastern Cape there
were 5 women's groups and in the Free State only 1 group.
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These groups affiliated to the Federation. In Hatal 19 groups,
some anti-pass committees and others Women's Clubs, affiliated
to the organisation. But no organisations existed to unite all
the african women anymore. Qther women were still part of
general political organisations like the Coloured Pecple's
Congress, Congress of Democrats and the South African Indian
Congress. The african women did not even have this now. The
Federation had more responsibility now because it was the
only uniting link between these groups. Before 1960, most of
the grassroots organising work that the Federation had been
involved in, had been carried out by the ANC Women's League.
Now, this work had to be done by the Federation regional
committees. The Federation of South African Women was now the
only national women's organisation to draw women into the
national liberation struggle.

,RE ASSESSMENT
At the 1961 National Conference, the Federation re-exam-
ined their position and assessed their organisational strength.
They look forward with enthusiasm and determination. They
adopted the following resolutions:
* To assist in building women's groups and clubs that will
affiliate to'the Federation, and to guide and aid them in
their area activities as much as possible;
* to approach all women's organisations and groups for joint
action on specific questions, to build unity of purpose and
action among all women's organisations;
* to assist the development of permanernt organised groups
among indian women;
* to help develop women leaders in our own and other organi-
sations by the holding of classes, lecture and discussion
groups among women on both practical ard political matters;
* to build up a regular bulletin of news and activities issued
by the Federation, as the basis for a gprogressive women's
magazine in the future;
* to increase the size and strength of our Federation by
working among women of all racesj
* to strengthen and extend our association with individual
women and with women's organisations in other parts of Africa
and other countries, so that they learn more about us and we
learn more about them, and through our friendly interchange
of news and ideas, assist the spread of peace and undenstanding
throughout the world.
But the Federation was not able to do thid. It was not
really active after 1961,
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EFFECTS OF THE CHANGING CONDITIONS FOR ORGANISATION

With the changing conditions of the time, new methods of
organising had to be found. One aspect of the changing condi-
tions was the banning of the ANC Women's League. This was
the major affiliate of the Federation. So with its banning,
the affiliate structure could no longer work. Things had
changed too much. They could not keep the Federation going by
rebuilding one part. They would have to start again with a
new structure sul ed to the new conditions,

Also at this time, there was a change in ANC policy. The
emphasis moved from peaceful forms of political organisation
to armed struggle. This had implications for the other organi-
sations that had worked with the ANC in the Congress Alliance,

In the 1960's the State attempted to cripple organisa-
tion of the people permanently. In order to organise effective-
ly leaders and members of organisations had to see that
their activities did not attract the attention of the police,

This made communication within the organisation difficult. It
led to decisions being taken by the leadexrship without con-
sulting the members. This was undemocratic and gave the leaders
too much power. As a result, the organisation was weakened,

It also meant that when the government removed these leaders,
the rest of the organisation did not have the skills to carry’
on.

LESSONS FOR WOMEN'S ORGANISATION .

In 1982, there are many lessons we can learn from the
Federation of South African Women. It is because we too are
fighting against oppression that we talk about the Federation,
The Federation National Executive said in 1961: 'Thus we must
continue to align ourselves with those who struggle for free-
dom; the true place of a women's organisation whose members
are debarred from political rights is with those who struggle
for those very rights.'

But the struggle for freedom in 1982 is very different
from the struggles in the 1950's, Then there were six major
national organisations that worked closely together and
formed the Conqress Alliance. This Alliance provided the
leadership of the struggle. Today there are few national orga-~
nisations. Organisations work together on particular issues,

but there is no ongoing alliance. We need to ask the question:
why are there so few national organisations? And why are the
connections between organisations different?

In the 1960's the people's organisations were damaged by
the State's repression. And it is only in the last few years
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that people have built up organisations again, We saw that
even by 1960 it was necessary to change the methods of orga-
nising. What new methods and structures do we need now? And
what can be taken from the past? When we discuss the Federa-
tion of South African Women, we also need to understand why
things are different today,

The Federation of South African Women was a child of its
time. It was a federation open to affiliation by organisations
only, because of the other organisations that existed and were
growing at the time. For any organisation to really serve
the needs of its members, it too must be a child of its time.

Footnotes

1, A Manyano is the women's organisation of a Christian
Church, They are also sometimes called stokvels. They provided
an arena in which women's problems were discussed, ranging
from work difficulties to personai problems. The Manyanos
functioned according to strict rules and codes of behaviour,
and were organised along lines of a strict hierarchy. The

fund raising function of the Manyanos was very important. Women
in the Manyano would each pay a little every month into a fund.
Each month all this money would then go to one of the members
on a rotating basis. This meant that women had access to the
amounts of money needed to pay for such things as education,
hospital fees, debts, furniture costs, etc. Without this

kind of system, many of these women would not have been able
to afford such things.

2. Today we cannot hold open alr meetings or gather people
together on a street corner without breaking the law, In 1914,
a new law, the Riotous Assemblies Act, was introduced. It has
been amended a number of times since then. This Act gives the
Minister of Justice the power to ban all open air meetings
(except sports meetings) in a particular region. The ban is
renewed by the Minister each year. This law has been enforced
since 1976 in all the areas of South Africa and so we have to
hold our meetings inside a building 'with four walls',
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Nowhere does the Non-European get a square deal today. In every K 72_,
town there is segregation and discrimination against African, Coloureds _{:

) and Indians. But there will be more discrimination, and greater in-

3 justices if, Olivier, the Administrator has his way. F
European and Non-European citizens have lived together in the

Cape for the past 300 years. The attacks upon this right is part of the

Nationalists’ apartheid cruelty to humiliate and force the Non-Europeans

into a state of slavery in all spheres of public and private life. _
We call upon you to join with us in a determined effort 1o defeat Qz).«n ;
the Nationalists. Elect delegates to a

DEFEND THE MUNICIPAL VOTE
i CONFERENCE 05¢-10

to be heid on

SATURDAY, 2ist APRIL. 1356
in the
LIBRARY, CITY HALL

at 3 pamn.

See that your organisation, Church, and street is represented at
this Conference.

Let the women show the way!

Mothers, do not allow your people to be dragged into the ditch of
racial oppression, poverty and slavery!

Rally fo the defence of the Municipal Vote without
a colour bar

ORGANISE IN YOUR AREAS PROTEST MEETINGS: ELECT
DEPUTATIONS TO THE PROVINCIAL AND MUNICIPAL
COUNCILLORS AND DEMAND HANDS OFF THE VOTE, DOWN
WITH THE COLOUR BAR, AWAY WITH SEGREGATION!!

_ lssued by the Federation of S.A. Women, P.O. Box 2706, Cape Town.
Printed by Pioneer Press (Pty.) Lid.. Forgate Street. Woodstock.

Published jointly by
United Women's Oraganisation

and Social Research Agencv Printed by Quality Print,
3 Hares Street, Mowbrav. X

4

311 Albert rd, Woodstock: {
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Of Women

Many of us have never heard of the UN Decade of Women. What did the
women achieve over the last 10 years? What did the Decade of Women

mean for us in South Africa?

At a conference hosted by the Federation of Cubasn Women in November
1984, the Latin American and Caribbean women discussed the gains of
the Decade, They agreed that we understand the problems that women
suffer better. Now, women participate more actively in political amd
socinl movements, New laws have opened the way for women's progress,
The women noted that democratic amd dictasocrialtstatiécl@iffsr-. - . _ -
in how they take responsibility for progress in health, education and
employment., But they concluded that the Decade ends in a period of 1
world economic crisis, National plans for development and for improving
women's lives have failed. The root causes have led to growing sccial
and political movements., The regimes have responded by increased
militarisation of latin America, The Latin American women said that im
the inequality of the majority of women is linked to the international
and national economic and political structures, So they will take the
demand to extend the Decade of Women to the vear 2 000 to the Nairobi

eonference in June this year,

Let us look at what happened in the Decade, The UN declared 1975
'International Women's Year'!. They held a conference in Mexico., This
conferenee deacided it would take a Decade to build equality of women,
so they chose the themes Women, Equality, Development and Peace for
1976-1985, In 1980, a second conference in Denmark added the themes
health, education and employment,

The women at this conference toock a stand on Apartheid in SA and
Namibia, They pledged their support for the women'!s sedtion of the
national liberation movements; the supported the women in detention,
political prisoners and those in exile, In May 1982, there was an
International Conference #n Women and Apartheid in Brussels, This

conference sent a delegation of women to the European governments to
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tell them of the livew of women under Apartheid, They asked the
governments to provide material support for the liberation movement.

We salute the contribution these women make to our struggle. But let
us lock at what we have done to improve the lives of our women- young
women, old women, women workers, unemployed women, mothers, women in
squatter camps and rural areas. How heve we moved the women's strugale

forwerd?

The UN has asked SA's women's organisations to send five delegates to
the 1985 Conference in Nairobi, There will be worksliops on rural women
migrant women, refugee women, yocung women, clder women. These South
African women will represent all of the women in UDF - women from COSAS
CAYCO, WCCA, all UDF affiliates, Can we say that we have really organ-
ised women? Are the problems of ocur women members really addressed in

an organisational prograzmme of action?

The UN Decade of Women focuses on women's inequality in health, educa-
tion and employment, In 1975, 1980, and again this year, there are two
confrences: one for official government reps to the UN and one for reps
from other organisations in the countries., The government conference 1
is mainly men, At the non-government conference, there is a range of
women, all with different problemsy; who come together to find soclutions,
But there are many different women with different ideclogies and differ-
ent ways to soclve women's problems: Domitila from Bolivia was angry
when she had to listen toc women talk about their personal lives, She
said: "Those weren!t my interests, And for me it was incomprehensible
that so much money should be spent to discuss those things in the
conference, Because I'd left my companero (husband) with the seven
kids and him having to work in the mines everydayi I'd left my country
to let people know what my homeland is like, how it suffers, how in
Bolivia the charter of the United Nations isn't upheld."” The UN

campaign cannot change women's lives,

So why do we in SA take up this theme and other UN campaigns like IYY?:
The UN hes czlled on orgenisations all over the world to build women's
participation in a2ll projects, We can learn from the s.uggles of women
in other countries, and we can use this 1985 theme to assess ocur own
struggle. ©Only 33 out of every 100 black women in SA have jobs,

57 out of every 100 African women starve in the homelands, Vomen's
right to maternity leave and childcare are not recognised, Young girls
are sexuelly harassed by their teachers., Young girls leave school

early to look after the vounger children., Hzlf the women in S.. cannot
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read or write. Comrades we have a long way to go. The UN conferences,
even extending the decade until the year 2000, will mean nothing, unless

we fight for women's rights in every sphere,

It is not enough for us toc say that the gquestion of women should be
locked at by women's brganisations., It is a question that affects all
our organisations because there are women in all our organisations, 1In
the next year we'll be taking up a number of campaigns - IYY, TFreedom
Charter, Housing, Education Charter campaign. How can we organise
women around these issues? How can we make these campaigns relevant
to women all over? When we set our goals for these campaigns, we musti
aim to organise women, Every part of the programme of action for these
campaigns must see how to overcome the problems that hold women back
from participating. Let us make sure that we do not make a token week
or big day for women in these campaigns, but that we lock at the lives

and demands of women all along the way.,

Women's problems are the peopl's problems. In our struggle we lay
the basis for a future society. We want women to be active and equal
members of a free South Africa. We must start laying that basis now in

all our organisations,
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United Women’s Organisation .-
PO. Box 120W

Athione \
7760

12 February 1985

Dear Comrades

We would like to wish you good year for 1985. We hope that
your organisation will get stronger and stronger during this

year of Freedom Charter.

At the moment UWO has taken up a rent campaign at New Cross-
roads. Women went to Western Cape Administration Board to
protest against rent increase. The Board never replied to
their demands. One hundred and sixty nine women were
arrested, at the moment they are out on bail. The Board
accused UDF of causing violence in the community whereas

it started by peaceful demonstration. The New Crossroads

women take forward our struggle against Community Councillors.

Comrades lets look forward.

Yours in the struggle

ol

. /
THOZAMA TSOLO
SECRETARY
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Phakamani e 5"
WMaikhosikazi

ixesha Lifikile

Ixesha libi bafazi, ugana olunga
khaliyo lufela embelekweni. Ls
yehla e New Crossroads ilambethe
lonke. Yiyo lento ke sithi masime
kunye ngoba isehla e New (Cross
roads nje cku kwangoku izakuhla

Amakhosikazi e U.W.0. ahlaba kuthr ngomso.
ikxhwels kubo bonke oomama X '
nakuyoc yonke imibutho yamakho Vukani makhosikazi, & Guguletu
gikazi ikuba ashukume abonakali iyenyuka irente ngoMarch kanti
se uvelwano kumakhosikazi angam ke e K.T.C. kukho ingxaki
angama 171 nangaphezulu ase vamakhakethe angathathwavo kodwa
New Crossroads athe avalelwa kubhatalwa lirente rogo.
ngenxa vokukhalazela uvkunyuka . o , o
kxwerente {;ho ngonyak}a eNew Kuthi barazi 1xesha lifikile ngo
Crogsroads . ngoku la mabhulu akadinwa kukuci
. kida igazi lomntu omnvama. Asazi
L.e ntlekele ihle ngokusuka ke xa sithule ukuba sakuthula de
ta magorhakazi aphinge omfu kube ninl na.
tshane ajjukelelane asinge e ) o o
kwano Htsumpa esithi adiniwe Phakamani bafaz:i ixesha lifikile
kukcnyuke kwerente minyaka le. masikhumbule ukaba akukhe sizwe
j;n-j'awén-j_ yg'kuba bap‘nena'llwe eSiyakukhﬂlUl{%kﬂ bengaphakamanga
koko babuke banikelwa kwi OC mama .

Community Cnuncillors. La
mabhulu ayazi ngokuphandle
ukuba ezi Community Council
Inrvs azifunwa kuba zingoao
poni bamahhuluw yaye athe
amarxnosikazi asahlangene aveia
12 mabhhulu ngevantyi ezili
L% baba Ke nialo bayahanjiwa.
Bwazange alz onke la
magorhakaei koke asuka akhwela
®a ewonke kweazovanlyi zageowala
slunye uninzi lushiyeke ngase
M .

MCF €L 2 &

Kunjalo ke makhosikazi. -8
makhosikazi athiwe saa kxuzo
zonke ezindawo kxoma Mitchell
‘g Plain, Bishop Lavis nase
Pollsmoor,

- oz .
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VEREENIGING C.R. 75/10/85

STAND UP WOMEN, THE TIME HAS COME

The women of U.W.0. are making a call (appeal) to all women
and all women's organisations, to shake and show solidarity
with the 171 or more women of New Crossrcads, who are locked
up for demonstrating/showing against the yearly rent increases

in New Crossroads.

This incident happened when these brave women gathered and
marched to the Superintendent to say we are tired of rent

going up every year.

Instead of being replied there they were given over to the
Community Council. These Boers know very well that these
Community Councillors are not wanted because they are puppets
of the Boers, and while the women were gathered the Boers
came in 15 vans and they were arrested. The women did not
resist, they got into the vans which were fined, and some

women remained behind. Now women, such 1is it.

These women are scattered all over at Mitchell's Plain,

Bishop Lavis and Pollsmoor.

The times are bad women, the child who does not cry dies
strapped cn the mother's back. The happenings in Crossroads
affect all. That is why we say we must unite (stand together)
for what is happening at Crossroads now, will happen to us

tommorrow.

Wake up women, 1n Guguletu the rent goes up in March, while
in K.T.C. there is the problem of the bucket system that is

not attended to while rent is being paid.

To us women the time has come. These Boers do not get tired
of sucking the black man's bleocod. If we remain silent,

until when will it be.

Stand up women the time has come. Let us remember that no

nation was ever liberated without its women standing up.
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THE UNITY WE NEED 15

PEOPLES UMITY
WE AEED IT Al

WE NEED IT HERE
WE NEED IT NOW!

The emancipation of women is not an act of -
charity, the result of humanitarian or comp-
assionate attitude. The liberation of women
is a fundamental necessity of the revolution,
the guarantee of its continuity and the pre-
condition of its victory. The main cbjective
of the revolution is to destroy the system of
exploitation and build a new society which
releases the potentiality of human beings,
reconciling them with labour and with naturas.
This is the context within which the question
of women's emancipation arises.

\ Inkululeko yamakhosikazi akulona uzwelo lwesi-
» milo, noma isenzosokulunga. Inkululeko yama~
khosikazi iyimfanelo esemqoka kakhulu emzaba-
lazweni wenkululeko. Injongo ebalulekile
'/ yomzabalazo wesizwe kungu ku shabalalisa
incindezelo ukuze kwakhiwe umphakathi one-
nhlalo yobuntu, onekhono lokusebenzisana
ngozwanc kanye nokubuyisana. KXonke lokhu
kuyimbangela yokuba inkululeko yamakho-
sikazi iphakanyiswe.

Tokoloho ea mafumahadi ha se ketso ea2 ho ba le
botho, kapa ditholwana tsa kutlo ea botho.
Tokoloho ea bo-mme ke motheo wa tokoloho ea
setshaba sohle, le ho fetcha ha mmuso, ka matla
a 'lerumo'. Sepheo sa ho phetola mmuso, ke ho
fedisa mekhoa ea ho sebedisoa hampe le batho

ba bang; le ho haha setshaba sec se tla hlom-
pang batho le ho ba lokolla bokgoneng ba bona,
Setshaba se setshaba, sena, se tshoanetse ho
kopanya batho le mosebetsi le hlalo ka tsela

@ khabane. Potso ena ea tokoloho ya bo-twme

le mafumahadi e hlala bohareng ba taba ena
re'gheta ho bua ka eona.

ORGANISE
FIGHT ON!

z 2W4ﬁ7

S50/ 187
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MARCH 21 1960 Sharpeville Massacre

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



JULY 15 1984 Tumahole uprising bl
JULY 24 1983 Launch of 'W. CapeJUDFo

S TSP AT T SCT U U tV SIS UUAIE UPRPRBMT TSP C W SHRLRET SIL. I+ LY S SRLR IS FOVPY. SEPEPEP SR ER .j

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



905

2 WoEks




AE9

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



WOMEN AGAINST PASS LAWS

When the full story of Africa’s struggle for
freedom is written, pride of place will go 1o the
women who organised and struggled against
South Alrica’s hated pass laws. And women
will tell over and over again the story of how
they went 1> Prelgria to protest to the Prime
Minister himvelf — "I was there,” they will
say, "l was one of the women who went to
Pretoria.”

So Thursday, August 9th, 1956, blended
into our history, will yet stand out as a rock,
a monumental achievement by the most op-
pressed. suffering and downtrodden of our
people — the women of South Africa.

THE IDEA THAT GREW.

It started a vear belore, in August, 1955,
when the women of-the Transvaal, gathered
in Conference organised by the Federation of
South African Women, made a simple sugges-
tion. “The Government ignores our pleas, our

meetings, our resolutions,” they said. "Let us
go to Pretoria ourselves and protest to the
Government against laws that oppress us.”
While the women of the Transvaal began
campaigning for their first protest to Pretoriq,
Afncan women in Durban organised the first
demonsiration to the authorities. First two
hundred, then a thousand women demon-
strated 1o the Native Administralion Depart-
ment, spuming the “letters of privilege”, fore-
runners of passes. “"We will never carry
passes under any conditions!” they cried.
Then in October, 1955, the women of the
Transvaal went- to Pretoric — ‘wo thousond
women of all races, to the vgry heart of Union
Buildings, of the Govermment itsell. To get
there, they had to overcome innumerable ob-
stacles; they had met with every possible
official rebuff and refusal, with police inter-
ference and intimidation, withdrawal of trans-
port and deception, to prevent them from go-
ino. They had overcome personal difficulties,

") was therel” Twenty thousand women filled
the Union Building Amphitheatre on August
9th, 1955, Here the women are still pouring in.

Phato: Pretoria Nows.

wkich are always s> much greater for a
woman than a man, and the result of their
elforts was a demonstration that made head-
lines throughout South Africa, and was
recorded and televised in other countiies in
the worid. The dignity, discipline and cuiet
resolution and determination of the women
impressed even thoze who did not understand
the true meaning of their demonstration.

The protests grew. The next month, Cape
Town women marched through the streets of
their city, displaying their prolests against
fooses cnd depcstations; and before the end
o' 1959, the militart wvomen of Durban were
once again paoundii.J o the dcor of the Native
Administration Olfices, declaring that they
vwould not carry passes.

Early in 1256 the women of East London
took up the cry against passes. “Oh, what a
law! We are refusing totally!” said the memo-
randum they presenied to the local Commis-
simner. A month lntér, Durben and Cape Town

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.

were agair: protesting while in March, 1956,
the women of Germiston led off Transvaal
demonstrations once more with three hundred
women, who, undeterred by extraordinary
police threats of mass arrests, shooting of
leaders, and most severe forms of intimidation,
marched to their local offices, declaring “Even
it the passes are printed in real gold we do
not want them.”

THE DECISION

It was in March, too, that the Transvaal
women, meeting in Conference, decided to go
to Pretoria once ogain. Two thousand women
and men attended that Conlerence, and with
once! voice resolved to fight passes to.the bitter
end.

Meanwhile, the issue ~f passes - - “reler-
ence books” — to women had Pegun. In the
Free State town of Winburg, aumerous womer.
were tricked into taking the new books: many



were brought in by their employers from out-
lying farms, ignorant of what was happening;
many were persuaded that the books were
not passes, but permits that would permit them
to move freely anywhere.

Within a week, hundreds of Winburg
women marched silently to the Magistrate’s
Court, and burned the new pass books, pre-
pared to face the consequences of such an
action.

The following month — April — the
women of Klerksdorp organised a mass pro-
test, four hundred of them, to the Native Com-
missioner. Blocked by the police, the women
sat in the road and demanded that the Native
Commissioner come to them. He came. “If
you force us to take passes, we shall burn
them!”, the women said.

- In May, women demonstrated in Brakpan
and Bethlehem — twelve hundred in Brakpan,
and four hundred in the little town of Beth.
lehem. June saw the women of Johannesburg
organising once again — this time, a thousand
women from the Western Areas, and a few

Native Commissioner’s office: (the Commis-
-! ..o ) said of this demonstration: “It never took
placel” but ten thousand protest forms were
left with him.) .

In Port Elizabeth, two thousand working
women gave up a day's wages to tell the
Native Commissioner: “We shall not rest until
we have won for our children the right to
freedom, jusice, security.” Three hundred
women in Kimberley defied continuous intimi-
dation to make their protest against the passes.

Durban again, Queenstown, Cape Town,
Cradock, East London, CGrahamstown, Paarl
— more and more women all over the country
crying “We shall not rest until pass lows, per-
mits and all laws restricting our freedom have
been abolished.” As the day of the second
demonstration drew nearer, so the country-
wide protests grew.

“STRIIDOM. YOU HAVE STRUCK A ROCK"

The night before 'the demonstration,
women began assembling in Pretoria, and
Lady Selborne location threw open its doors
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days later four hundred domestic servants
from the suburbs of Johannesburg. Orlando
women marched, and women from Alexandra
Township, and on June 23rd, one thousand
women of the South Western Areas added
their protest march and demand that pass
laws be abolished.

In Pretoria, the women outstripped all
other areas with a demonstration of four
thousand women, blocking the streets outside
the Native Commissioner’s office.

So the demonstrations spread and grew.
The Commissioners grumbled that all the
women demonstrators said the same thing. In
reply, they too, told the women the same story:
that the reference books were for their own
protecticn — not really posses ot 2l The
women were not deceived.

Five hundred women of Venterspost pro-
tested next, handing in ten thousand signed
protests. When policemen asked the names ot
women leaders in this demonstration. they
replied: “Afrika is my namel” Two thousand
women of Evaton marched seven miles to the

The dense mass of women in colourful dress
stream upwards towards the Union Buildings.
Those at the top turn back to watch the shrik-
ing scene. Yolunteers line sach side. Reporters
seribble thair impressions,

Photo: Drum.

to thousands. In the location Bantu Hall, and
many other location halls, demonstrators came
together in all-night “"wakes” before The Day.
Women's contingents had come from Beth-
lehem, Bloemfontein, Natal, Ermelo: from the
Reef, from Kimberley, from Cape Town, Port
Elizabeth, Paarl, Stellenbosch, Worcester.
Women gathered at “eve-of-protest” meet-
ings along the Reef. Husbands took over
indispensable househcold duties. Everything
was keyed in readiness for the great day.
And finally, August Sth, 1956. While
Premier Strijdom remained out of sight, twenty
thousand women overflowed the amphitheatre
of Union Buildings, rocking the Cabinet — and
the country — to a realisation that AFRICAN
WOMEN DO NOT WANT PASS BOOKS.
“Only a camera could record the richness of
the scene: the .gay headscurves; dhe Xhusa women
in their ochre dresses; Indian wo.en in bright
saris; women [rom Bethlehem in the Free State
wearing embroidered A.N.C. shavls; other dele-
gates wearing skirts in black, gold and green:
Coloured and European women: the Port Elizabeth

Women of all races are among the first to
reach the-top. At the front, left to right, the
four leaders, Sophie Williams, Rahima Moosa,
Lilian Ngoyi and Helen Joseph.

Phote: Drum



delegdtion chich hud travelled in special railicay
carriages which had cost them £800; the volunteers
in their green blouses who lined the route to the
Union Buildings and then, as in a moving tapestry
of vivid colour. took their places in the amphi-
theatre.” *

The women burst into a new Zulu freedom
song ‘StrijJdom uthitta abalazi, uthinti imbo-
kotho,” which means “Strijdom, you've tamp-
ered with the women, you've knocked against
a’rock.” r

1

The Special (Security) Branch was present
in full {orce, some detectives having travelled
from coastal towns on the same trains as the
demonstrators.

It ook two and a half hours for the women
te file through the Union Buildings gardens
and enter the amphitheaire. Nine leaders,
representing women of all races in South
Alfrica, carried the huge piles of protest forms
and entered the Buildings. There they were
stopped by a commissionaire, who eventually
let five of them through.

® P. Altman in “Fighting Talk".

city, expressing the bitter feeling of African
women right through the country against the
pass laws.

And throughout the country, the echoes of
that demonstration resounded. The conserva-
tive “white press” commented on the impres-
sive, moving dignity and discipline of the
women. "Those women assembled in Pretoria
in ‘their thousands”, stated the Argus editorial
comment, “are still only a small reflection of
the deep resentment that this unnecessary
legislation has aroused. To ignore them and
what they represent deepens stupidity into
monumental folly.”

AND NOW?

“The women’s campaign has been a
model of patient and peaceful organisation,”
wrote New Age. "What more can they do than
they have done to make clear to the aquthori-
ties what they want — or rather what they
don't want? . . . Does Strijdom think, because
he turns a deaf ear, that they will tamely give

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.

StrijJdom was not to be found, but the pro-
test forms were lelt in his olfice.

When the five represeniatives returned, to
report to the assembled women that the Prime
Minister had refused to see them, the women
rose to their feet, thumbs up in the "Afrika’
salute, to stand for a full thirty minutes in
absolute silence as a protest.

“Thirty minutes: It is nothing in time -— yet
it is an eternity. Complete silence, cxcept for the
crying of babies. The sun was hot above; the
magnificent lawns and gardens of the Union Build-
ings lay peacefully below. The women were im-
mobile, graven images. their thumbs-uplifted . . .
thiriy qulet minstes o I was-moved o tears ., .

“The thirty minuates silence ended, and 20,000
voices, in megnificent Jour-pnet  harmony, sang
‘Nkasi sikilele’s AJrikd’ and ‘Morena Roloka The
singing reached the sky and thew 1 kneu™a moment
of triumph. Nothing will defea. these women, these
wives, these mothers”™ * '

The singing of the women as they dis-
persed echoed across South Africa’s capital

A commissionaire tried to refuse the delege-
fion entry on the grounds that thare were
represantafives of all racas among them! "No
Apartheid!” said Helen Joseph. Finally they
were admitted,

Photo: Drum.

up the fight? RATHER WILL THEY INTENSIFY
THEIR STRUGGLE TENFOLD.

And so Pretoria was not the end, but the
beginning. Two days later, women at the
second National Conlerence of the Federction
of-South African Women, resolved to take the
struggle against pass laws to every woman
throughout the land; to the isolated farms and
country dorps; to villages and reserves; 1o
obtain pledges of opposition -to passes from
women everywhere.

For the women well understand that this
is a bitter struggle, demanding everything they
can give. They know now that there is no
refuge for them in their homes; they cannot
provide for their children by keeping quiet or
“leaving it to the men.” Povetty, hardship, in-
sufficient food and cdolies, inadequate
housing, they have always known. Now they
know, as well, that the laws of the country
invade what homes they have, walk right into
their kitchens, pervert the minds of their
children, tear families asunder, demand that

Strijdom, we are knocking at your door! Laden
down with thousands of protest forms, Lilian
Ngoyi, Helen Joseph, Rshima Moosa and
Sophie Williams knock on the door of Frime
Minister Strijdom's office.

Photo: Drum.



a man and his wife must live apart froin each
other in different areas, hound them day and
night. They understand that they, as woinen,
are essential in the struggle for a better life.
The road from Pretoria leads forward. The
way will be k'iter, but there is no turning

On Décember 5th 1956, after this pamphlet
had been written, 19 women and 137 men —
156 people of all races from all over South
Alnca, were arrested before daybreak on a
charge of High Treason. Amongst them are
leading members of the Federation of South
African Women; the National President, Lilian
Ngoyi; National Secretdry, Helen Joseph; Na-
tional Vice-President Martha Mothlckoana; ond
Executive Members Frances Baard and Rertha
Mashaba. '

While these women leaders sit in q court-
room, unable to work, the women of South
Africa have not been idle, nor ceased their
struggle against the hated pass laws.

In the Transvaal, two mass women’s cam-
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back. The women ol South Africa have set
their faces towards, the luture. They are de'er
mined to help in the fight for liberation of their
families; and in so doing, they have taken the
first great stride forward in liberating them-
selves.

paicns are under way. Hall a-million pledges
are sought from women ol all races that they
wili oppose the pass laws; hundreds of
thcusands of women will sign a protest against
thie Group Areas Act which will destroy the
homes and livelihood of countless non-white
¢'mi;ies.

At a time when democratic action against
the government becomes more and more diffi
cult, these protests are gathering mome:tum
through the united effort oi the women of
dilferent races. This is the a..swer of the women
of South Africa to apartheid and racialism.
The Pretoria demonstration was but a be-
ginning. The women will yet prove a rock
against which oppression will founder.

Civil servants line the balconies overlooking
the amphitheatre to watch the amaizing scene
when the women came to make their memor-
able protest.

Published by UCT Womans Movement Printed by UCT SRC Press, Rondssbosch 7700

THE DEMAND OF THE WOMEN OF SOUTH AFRICA FOR THE WITHDRAWAL OF
PASSES FOR WOMEN AND THE REPEAL OF THE PASS LAWS

\Ve. the women of South Africa, have come here
tuday. We represent and we speak on behalf of hun-
dreds of -thousands of women who could not be with
us. But all over the country, at this moment, women
are watching and thinking of us. Their hearts are with
us.

We are wonien from every part of South Africa,
\Ve are women of every race, we come from the cities
and the towns, from the reserves and the villages. We
come as women united in our purpose to save the
Airican women from the degradation of passes.

For hundreds of years the African people have
<uifered under the¢ most bitter law of all — the pass
law which has brought untold suffering to every
African family. - .

Raids, arrests, loss of pay, long hours a* the pass
oifice, weeks in the cells awaiting trial, forced farm
labour — this is what the pass laws have brought to
African men. Punishment and misery — not for a
crime, but for the lack of a pass.

We African women know- too well the effect of
this law upon our homes, oiir children. We, who are
not African women, know how our sisters suffer,

Your Government proclaims aloud at home and
abroad that the pass laws have been abolished, but
we women know this is not true, for our husbands,
our brothers, our sons are still being arrested, thou-
sands every. daﬁ'. under ‘hese very pass laws, It is
only the name that has changed. The “reference book”
and the pass are one.

In March 1952, your Minister of Native Affairs
denied in Parliament that a law would be introduced

which would force African women to carry passes.
But in 1956 your Government is attempting to force
passes upon the African women, and we are here to-
day to protest against this insult to all women. For to
us an msult to African women is an insult to all
women.

We want to tell you what the pass would mean
to an African woman, a~d we want you to know that
whether you call it a reference book, an identity book,
o by any other disguising name, to us it is a PASS.
And it means just this:—

® That homes will he broken up when women

are arrested under pass laws.

® That children will be left uncared for, help-

less, and mothers will be torn from their
babies for failure to produce a pass.

® That women and youny girls will be exposed

to humiliation and Jegradation at the hands
of pass-searching polic:men.

® That women will lose their right to move

freely from one place to another.

In the name of women of South Africa, we say
to you, each one of us,” African, European, Indian,
Coloured, that we are opposed to the pass system.

We, voters and voteless, call upon your Govern-
ment not to issue passes to African women,

We shall not rest until ALL pass laws and all
forms of permits restricting our freedom have been
abolished.

We si:z!l not rest until we have won for our
children their fundamental rights of frecdom, justice,
and securit.

PRESENTED TO THE PRIME MINISTER —
AUGUST oth 1956.
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WOMENS WORKING
PROGRAMME

OUR REALITY

South African society is characterised by capitalism.This means that the majority of people are
economically exploited. Capitalismin South Africa is maintained and perpetuated  through
racial oppression, ie black people being denied the right to choose or vote for the type of gov-
ernment they want. This form of capitalism: is known ac racial capitalism.

Black women in South Africa suffer a triple oppression, ie race class and sex. The involvement
of women in the economy has resulted in greater exploitation of women and the strengthening
of economic power, for the capitalist. In a capitalist society, women aeg used as reffroducers of
labour for the capitalist market. They are directly responsible for the rearing and maintenance
of a healthy workforce for the labour market.

Exploitative society promotes the |deology, culture and education that serves its interests.
The social oppression women suffer  in South Africa though common to most societies,
furthers the interests of the present status quo, because by keeping women in a state of sub-

servience, it is ensuring that more than 50% of the population is kept in a state of bondage.

OUR_APPROACH TO THE STRUGGLE

Our response to racial capitalism in South Africa is
through the waging of struggle, on all fronts where
there is any form of oppression and exploitation. Our
approach is through the National Democratic Struggle.
It is National becausc it i avolves all the people of
South Africa. It is Democratic because it takes up the
interests of the majority of the people in South Africa
who are workers.

In addition we need to organisc women as an
oppressed sector around issues that directly affect
them and to link this to the National Democratic
Struggle.

WHY DO WE ORGANISE WOMEN STUDENTS?

The primary site of struggle for students is in the edu-
cational sphere. The content of the educational system
and the way it is organised perpetuates sexism. Women
have to be organised to ¢ hallenge these specific prob-
lems. Because sexism cannot be eradicated from our
society without fundamental change, women students

need to be organised to play a role in the National
Democratic Struggle.

Therefore our aims and objectives of Women's groups
should be:-

1. To unite women students around issues which affect
them.

2. To encourage women to participate in broader stu-
dent struggles.

3. To develop confidence and provide training skills for
women. .

4, To fight sexist attitudes and practices on campus.

5. To expose the sexist nature of our educatio.
tem.

6. To forge links with progressive womens
and other organisations outside campus.

7. To ensure the continuous participation of wor
ongoing organisational work.

Methods of organising women students

Methods used to organise women must ensut’
we raise awareness, involve the maximum numi
women and strengthen organisation. :

We must understand the constituency that »
dealing with. There are certain social problen
hinder the effective participation of women st
in struggle. Our methods must take cognisa
these facts and we must work from the level at,
the students are.
1. It may be necessary to organise at an tf“:
level at certain campuses eg social events.!
clubs etc.
2. We must identify and take up issues that
appeal to the broader mass of women students
issues may be:-

a) rape

b) contraception

c)expulsion of pregnant students

d) establishment of creches

e) hostel problems

f) curriculum problems
and others that may arise at the different cam.
3. We can raise awareness by holding commem
services, seminars and discussions.
4. Tostrengthen organisations, we need to ¢
organisational skills through training wort’
decentralisation of tasks and sharing of respon:’

'CONCLUSION.

While the organisation of women students mny take place around different issues dependmg
on specific conditions on differnt campuscs, our ultimate objective is common - that of organi-
sing women students to take their rightful place in the National Democratic Struggle.
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WOMEN IN NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC STRUGGLE

1984 is an important year for women throughout the world, It marks the last year of
:%ﬁg\United Nations Death of Women, which began in 1974. In this period, and even
before, women have struggled, together with their peoples, for food for all, health
and child cave facilities, higher wages, adequate housing peace and political righté
In countries as far apart as China, Mozambique, Nicaragua and Cuba, women have joined
hands with these forces struggling tor a world free of economic exploitation and
political injustice.

1984 is also an important year for South African women. On 17 April this year, we
celebrated the 30th anniversary of the founding or the Federation of S.A. women

Woinen students joimed hands with working class women to celebrate this proud day in
our histroy. The Federation was formed in 1954 unite women of all races and classes
in the struggles for better living conditions for South Africa's working people,

and for full political rights., Involving women in struggle on this basis, the Fed,
thus articulated, not only the demands of women, but also the demands of all S.A's
exploited and cppressed people. The Fed has been an important organisation in our
history, since it is the organisation in which mass based women's struggle has its
roots.

Many great and courageous leaders of our people’s national liberation movement, were
actively involved in the Fed. Among them are Lilizn Ngoyi, Dora Tamana, Helen Joseph,
Dorochy Nyembe, Albertinz Sisulu, and too many others to mention. Today, these
leaders continue to inspire women and working class people in the march towards
freedom.

Why have women from all corners of the world.seen the need to organise themselves?

It must be said that the unmitigated violence of harsh regimes has not been fclt

by wmen alone, but in a special way by women and children. Not only have women

had to endure their husbands, lovers and sons being tortured,maime? and killed

in scruggle; they themselves have been raped, and molested, and they have seen

their children disappear into the hands of the enemy. Many women have given their
lives in the struggle for liberation. But women have not accepted these injustices.
They have refused to accept such pain and an ideological conditioning which teaches
them to be passive and obedient. No! women have fought back.

Women played an active role in the Russian Revolution. In I917, wowmen textile workers
in Pecrrograd wzre the first to go on strike. Their demands were simple - for bread,
for peace, for justice. But the effects of their action were far reaching, and in
October 1917, they were joined by all Russian workers in the final stage of the struggile

to overthrow imperial Russia and its ruling classes. é%@
Rusgia was the iirst revolution and women were there with the menfolk. In other ‘9;

revolutions too, women have played a leading role, In China, women participated /%
actively in a cultural,political and economic overhaul of their society. In Nicara= 7
gua, women joined hands with all the people to overthrow the ruthless Somoza ’///

dictatorship. And so on....
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DIFFERENT WAYS OF SEEING.

Yet despite this agreement has not always been reached on the role of wamen in the
struggle and the importance of the womens struggle. In Central America and partiau-
larly in Nicaragua, women have argued that the liberation of their country
comes first, and that they have fought alongside their menfolk to raise human
dignity, after which the elevation of womens status would be possible.

Others have argued thatif women submerge their particular needs and demands
té the struggle, then womenrsare ‘selling out' to men or to the revolution, and
that if they don't have their vision of liberation, national liberation will not
include the liberation of women.

Despite these problems and despite the fact that sexism is an idealogy that is
deeply entrenched and one which will be slowly obliterated, it is clear from
examples of countries engaged in post liberation reconstruction that women who
have fought for liberation are not content toc revert to traditichal roles. What
is important however, both for women engaged in the struggle for national
liberation, and for women engaged in reconstruction, is that because they are
confronted by both the issues of national liberation and sexism, they need to
work with and to gain support from other women. This is because women know
best how they have been particularly exploited and oppressed, and women know
best which issues most affect them and which need to be taken up - be they
issues of literacy, education, child care, health care or violence. Women have
extracted the womens' content in the struggle around their everyday lives,
whether they have felt national liberation must precede womens' emancipation,
whether they have felt the two must be worked for simultaneously, or whether
they have felt sexism must be overcome firstly, so that women can take their
rightful place in the national liberation movement.

The Federation of South African Women, e.g. believed that women had to relate
their struggles around child care, etc, the broader struggle for freedam in Sauth
Africa. They believed that without national |l iberation, wamen couid never be free
and could at most achieve mechanical equality with men. Since waomen's oppression
was rooted in the structure of South African society, e.g. the migrant labour system,
structural enployment and so on, it was necessary to eradicate these if any attenpts
at wamen's liberation were to be meaningful.

SOME QLEST IONS

The questions which women struggling in South Africa are asking, and around which
the Federation of South African Wamen were organised, have been asked (and partly
answered by women involved in struggles in other societies.)

- Around what issues should women be organised?

- How can wamen be organised to meximise gains for the national democratic
liberation movement, whilst ensuring that wamen too are freed of sexual op-
pression?

- Is there a need for a separate or autonomous women's movement?

- What should be the relationship between the women's novement and the national
democratic liberation movement - in other words, what is the relationship

between wamen's struggle and the class struggle?
Before we try to answer any of these questions we need tounderstand what it is that
characterises certain struggles which people wage as national democratic in method.
Let us lodk briefly at South Africa and then at one or two societies.

THE NATIONAL DEMOCRAT IC STRUGGLE IN SOUTH AFRICA

In South Africa, all black pecple, who meke up the vast majority of the population,
are denied a vote, and are subject to the apartheid laws of the land, whatever their
class position. Moreover, even the white South Africans, who have access to par-
liamentery mechanisms once every 5 years, are denied access to the most influential
decision-meking apparatus in the country. Any struggle for fundamental change

must thus hamess the energies of all who are oppressed, and all democratic whites,

1.2/ % |
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mabilising them In order to gain control of the.decision-meking apparatuses \%}>
which govern.their day-to-day lives.

But she above-mentioned process of national oppression must be seen in its
proper relationship to the fundamental contradiction in our society - the ex-
ploitative econamic relationship which exists between the capitalist class and
the workers. Any struggle for fundamental change, if it is to involve the
majority of the people, nmust take into account the interests of the majority
of the people - the workers, in the case of Sauth Africa.

Thus, for a struggle to be national democratic in character, it nust at once
unite all sectors and classes of people, for change, Whilst at the same time
projecting the. interests of the workers of that sociéty, as paramount.

In the South African context, the national democratic demands of the people
are contenmplated in the Freedom Charter, drawn up at the historic Congress of
the pecplein 1955, after months of consultation with people from all walks of
life about the kind of future S.A. they would like to live in. Today, the
Freedam Charter remmins a guiding beacon for those engaged in the national de-
mocratic struggle.

OTHER PEOPLE'S STRUGELES

The national democratic struggles of other peoples have had similar features.
On 19 July 1979, the Sandinista Front for National Liberation (FSNL) guerilla
amy marched into Managua, the capital of Nicaragua. Their victory hailed the
downfall of Anastasio Somoza, the last in line of the Somoza family, which ft/f"""‘
had ruled Nicaragua for 40 years. It also signified an overthrow of the power 4),[%
of the United States which, through support of rulers such as Somza, had 4
effectively controlled the country for over 100 years, and which continues to
control other cauntries of the South American region, such as El Salvador.
What special features of the struggle of people of Nicaragua characterise it )f
as national democratic in method? For over half a century the Samoza family

had dictated to Nicaragua - with the aid and protection of the United States
governmment. The family alone controlled a large chunk of the econary - nearly /X
1/3 of the country's arable land, the majority of the most profitable in-

dustries, the inport and export trade, and transport. While Somoza's personal
fortune approached 1000 million dollars, the vast majority of Nicaragua's people
were illiterate, without adequate housing and shelter, and living on extremely
low wages. |t was these conditions which led to the mass organisation of

people to change the conditions of their lives. Yet the Somoza regime also met
with the disapproval of some of the menbers of the petty bourgeoise, because
the dictatorship stifled opposition, denying them effective decision—making
powers. Thus, the national democratic struggle in Nicaragua incorporated
peasants, workers and sections of the petty bourgeoisie, though, once again,

the interests of the workers and peasants were regarded as paramount. The FSNL
sought a complete restructuring of social relationships within the country,

and replacement of the capitalist system by true democracy.

Let us take a brief lodk at the struggle of the pecple of Mozanbique - also
national democratic in character. In Mozanbique, FRELIMO (the Front for the
Liberation of Mozanbique) was formed in 1962 out of 3 contending political or-
ganisations to unite all Mozanbicans against Portuguese colonialism. The armed
struggle was waged so as to eradicate the exploitative relations between the
worker and peasant majority on the one hand, and the colonial bourgeoisie on
the other. Because Mozambican petty bourgeois elements, with the exception of
a tiny assimilado grouping, were treated almost as harshly by the colonial
govermnments as the peasants and workers, and had no formal say in the govemn-
ment, they too had an interest in seeing the collapse of Portuguese colonialism.
For this reason, they acted together with the workers and peasants within the
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4.

baundaries ofone political framework to alter the relations of production
and power in Mozanbican society.

Andso on. The struggles of the people of China and Zinbabwe also saw the

unity of workers, peasants and a revolutionary section of the petty bourgeoisi e,
struggling to replace feudalism and capitalism with a system of control in

which the interests of the workers and peasants would be foremst in a never-

theless egalitarian society.

SO WHAT ABOUT WOMEN INTHE NAT IONAL DEMOCRATIC STRUGRLE?

When trying to understand the above-mentioned struggles, it is inportant io pay
special attention to the position of the majority of wamen, who, besides being
naturally oppressed and economically exploited, are faced with the burden}i/
seasal (social) oppression. It is important that we understand social op
presion correctly. Samore Machel, president of FRELIMD, and of Mozanbicque,
points aut: 7<
"The basis of the domination of women lies in the system of eco-
nomic organisations of society, private ownership of the means of
production , which necessarily leads to the exploitation of man by
man. That means that, apart fraom the specific features of their
situation, the contradiction between wamen and the social order, is
in essence a contradiction between women and the exploitation of
man by man, between wamen and the private ownership of the means of
production. In other words, it is the same as the contradiction
between the working masses and the exploitative social order."

1f we examine women's positions before, during and after national democratic
revolutions, we see that social oppression has not been caused by mere nas-
tiness on the part of the men towards women, but has been founded on material
(mainly economic but also political) inperatives.

POSITION OF WOMEN BEFORE THE PERIOD OF NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC STRUGGLE

Prior to the struggle, all the countries under discussion, were heavily male
daninated. Women were projected ideologically as hamemakers, providing sexual
pleasure to their husbands; children (especially sons) to bring wealth into
the family, and unpaid damestic and agricultural labour. The subordinate
positions had inplications for wonen's location in the econony. |t ensured
that any agriaultural or other econamic surplus women produced, could easily
be appropriated by certain menfolk, thus reinforcing class divisions within

society.

WOMEN IN PRE-REVOLUT IONARY CHINA

it is possibly true to say that wormen in pre-revolutionary China were among
the nost exploited and oppressed groups the world has ever seen. Women of the
Chinese upper classes were cloistered throughout their lives, passing fram the
control of fathers to that of their husbands. They were housed behind high
walls, never seeing the outside world. Peasants and working women were not so
effectively cloistered, as their labour was necessary, but they were no less
isolated or excluded. In an inpoverished society subject to the ravages of
drought, floods and famine, the birth of a girl child was often lamented and
infanticide was a frequent occurrence. Another frequent occurrence was the
sale of female children into slavery. lIdeology also played the role of pro-
jecting wamen as weak and passive, and men as all things bright, strong, active

and positive.
More horrific tham all this, was the physical coercion to enforce women's
passivity and campliance. This, inChina toock the form of foot-binding. Foot-

binding was a cruel and inhuman practice which involved the breaking of a girl
child's toes at the age of about 6 years. They were bent under her feet which
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were then baund so that they remained small. Considered erotic and a sign of
beauty, this deformation caused wamen to walk with a smll, mincing gait, and
the tiny baund foot was seen as a symbol of sexuality, submission and dependence.
The practical consenquence for wanen were that this handicap reinforced the
condition of seclusion to which ideology subjected them, hampered their mdbi-
lity and their ability to gain economic independence.

T

WOMEN IN PRE -REVOLUT IONARY Z IMBABVE

In traditional Zinbabwe society, men wanted wives to bear them sons, so as to
carry on the male lineage. Women who did not bear scns were icd<ed upon wiih
scom, Marriages were arranged between the elders of the extended families,

who determined which marriages wauld best suit their families' ends. Wamen )<
were allowed no choice in the matter,

The inmposition of colonial domination entrenched women's subordinate status.
in fact, it distorted the traditional forms of women's subjection to meet the
needs of capitalist acaurnulation. Women's status and rights with regard to
marriage and family, which previously had been determined by austomary law,
became subject to the interpretation of settier officials. Though were re-
garded as majors in the eyes of the judicial system, women were seen as minors
in perpetual bondage and tutelage to their guardians.

WOMVEN IN TRADITIONAL SOUTH AFRICAN SOCIETY

In traditional Scuth African society, women have played a vital role in the
economic life of the village. In fact, wamen have provided most agricultural
output , working long hours. Moreover, woren's days have consistednot only in
agricultural production but in also serving the needs of the family - codking,
washing and cleaning. Strict economic control has been exercised over women
through the institution of lcbola and, in political decision meking, women
have played only a minor role.

Traditionally, Indian wamen in South Africa too have been discriminated
against - through forced marriages, and lives of domesticity, particularly.

Waren in all these countries, and others, have not sat back and accepted these
conditions. They ahve fought, both against social oppression and the practice
of harsh ruling classes.

THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC STRUGGLE

Let us now go on to lodk at the role that wamen have played in the national
democratic struggles of their cauntries. In China, Nicaragua, Zinbabwe, Mozam-
bique and South Africa, wamen have been drawn into freedom struggles. The way
they have organised themselves has qualitatively affected the nature of the
new states their people have tried to create.

WOMEN IN THE CHINESE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION ><
Whilst the Russian Revolution focused on the proletariat the main vehicle of struggle,

conditions in China lead to a different perspective. Because of extremely repressive
conditions in the towns, the thrust of the revolution took place in the countryside
where_ a vicious form of feudalism brought peasant resentment to boiling point.
The main features of Chinese feudal society were that:
a) peasants_produced for themselves agricultural products and most of the handicrafts
they needed. What the landlords and nobility exacted rrom peacants in the form
of land rent was chierly ror privare =~ _ment and not for exchange. Nevertheless,
the peasants worked long, hard hours under difficult conditions;
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b) Women were oppressed , subjected both to the reudel authorities and t@ their
mentolk. They worked hard in cthe fields, and also at home - cooking, cleaning

and rearing children. Chinese feudal society lasted for- 3000 years. It was not
until the middle of the 19 century, with the foreigu capital, that great changes
took place in Chinese society. However, over the years, China's feudal society

had developed a commodity economy and thus carried within it che seeds of
capitalism. The Chinese feudal forces colluded with imperialism to arrest the,
developrent of Chinese gapitalism, and women were actively involved in the struggle
both to put an end to this and to bring about an entirely new and democratic order.

By che 1920's many women, mainly professionals and students were engaged in the struggle
against foreign agression. These women articulated demands that reflected their

desire for:social equalicy in Chinese socierty. They demanded equal job opportunities,
equal pay and the end ot foreign rule. However, these were not smecessarily the

demands of the prefent working class women who were struggling to eke out a living

and whose demands included food, shelter and economic independence.

Some women within the Communist Party of China saw the need to articulate the demands
ot peasant and working class women, and to incorporate women into a struggle, not
merely for mechanical equality with men, but for a society where thefe was no economic
exploitation and national oppression. Thefrunderstanding reflected a deeper ideological
dirference between Chinese progressives and nationalists which led to a split in

the Communist Party. Progressives in the CP began to take up issues which affect women
At first their approach was quite immature - they wore their hair loose and long,and
dressed in pants, retlecting a new found confidence in their abilities. But this
frightened off a lot of peasant women, and it became necessary for -women activists

to identify with the lifestyles of ordinary women. They encouraged a spirit of
collectivity and organisation in women and even such ordinary activities such as
embroidery and sewing were put to the use of revolution. Needed concepts of health and
childcare, food provisions and work modes were put into practice, by involving men,
women, amd cjo;drem pm am eqdal basis, in building people's republic of China.

Women also become actively involved in the armed struggle. They were involved in
espionage in engaging the enemy in struggle, Peasant women provided food, shelter
and clothing to armed militants. Ag?

Women were thus involved at every stage in the struggle for liberatdon. This is not

to suggest that women in China have no problems today. Attempts toput into practice

new divorce and marriage laws have contradictions in chem. Also men have not rid
themselves entirely of sexist attitudes. However the picture of the coy, submissive women

so typically projected in the capitalist media, has been wiped of alaost entirely from
the Chinese so2l, and women have been actively integrated in the process of recomstruction.

This has ably been achieved through comsistent struggle on the part of the women.

t

Mozanbique
In Mozanbique, on the position of woren, Machel has this to say:

"The antagonistic contradiction is not between wamen and men, but
between wamen and the social order, between all exploited people bgth
men and woren, and the social order. This contradiction can only pe
solved by revolution, because only revolution destroys the foundatnon§
of exploitative society and rebuilds society on new foundalnonsz freeing
the initiative of wamen, integrating them in society as responsible
menbers and involving them In decision making.
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Therefore, just as there can be no revolution without the liberation
of wamen, the struggle for wamen's emancipation cannot succeed without
the victory of the revolution.”

The adoption of this position on the role of wamen in the struggle reflected
the victory of progressive forces in FRELIMD, over the carpeting reactionary
forces, who sought merely to replace vhite rulers with bladcks, whilst leaving
untouched, the exploitative foundations of Mozanbican society. At the second
congress of FRELIMD in 1968, the progressive lined triunph after long and
fierce debate between the two tendencies.

FRELIMD's progressive attitudes were refliected in waren'®s practical invoiverent
in the struggle. Waren provided food, initiated schools and rudimentary health
schemes. They transported military equipment, spied and were involved in clan-
destine operatidns. In the struggle, traditional values and practices, e.g.
polygamy and icbola were challenged, and the structures and regulations intro-
duced in the |iberaated zones ensured that wamen had access to political and
econami ¢ deci sion—making mechani sms.

Zinmbabwe

In Zinbabwe, too, wamen played a vital role in the struggle for liberation. @
There, too, wamen broke aut o their traditional roles and asserted themselves

in armed struggle, organising and mbilising the nmasses of the pecple. The
waren's struggle was closely identified with the broader anti-colonialist
struggle, as a statement by the ZANU Women's League suggests:

"We are fighting for socialism. We wanen of ZANU know that there will
be no camplete emncipation of women in any society other that a
socialist society. We wamen, workers and peasants of Zinbabwe, are not
going to tolerate any oppression and exploitation of man by man. It
nust be done away with by relentlessly waging the liberation war to the
bitter end. Total liberation can only be brought about when there is
social ownership of the means of production and the establishment of
the dictatorship of the proletariat.®

Nicaragua

In Nicaragua, women were involed in the revolution on a large scale,
and saw their contribution as carplementary to the struggle against the im-
perialist-backed Somoza regime. Said a female activist of the FAN, Fatima

Caldora:

"As we organised the first COCs for the insurrection in Managua, so many
husbands were frightened when they saw the degree of involvement of
their wives. Terrified by women taking the initiative, fighting, or-
ganising. In so many households, the men were less camitted that the
women. And the woman, with her doule oppression - oppressed by Somo-
cismo, oppressed by machisms - had to make the choice between her hus-
band and- the revolution. [t was extraordinary how many of them,
thousands, opted for the revolution.”

Women had played an inportnt role in the anti-inperialist struggle, yet Nica-
ragua's record of national women's resistance is fairly young. AMPRONAC (the
Association of Wamen Contradicting the National Prdbiem) was borm in Septenber
1977. It relied on the notable strength of the working class women. However,
many praminent middle class women were also active in its leadership. ANMPRONAC
retained a broad platform designed to attract women of different political
persuasions and defined its aims as being:
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¥ to encourage the participation of wamen in the revolution of the country's
problems

* to defend the rights of Nicaraguan wamen in all sectors and all aspects -
econamic, political and social

* to defend human rights<in general.

Early AMPRONAC activities included hunger strikes, church occupations and
protests at human rights violatichas. Yet the important part s not that these
activities reflected the early daminance of bourgeoisie women, but rather that
they came to represent the task which the women's movement, with its aurrent
strength and composition, could most effectively undertake. AZtiens like the
ocaupation of the United Nations building in Managua, had enormous inter-
national repercussions against the dictatorship. The growing stature of the
movement became more apparent towards the middle of 1978, as AMPRONAC worked
more directly with the FSN and more wamen joined the armed struggle. Thus,
wamen's struggles became increasingly identified with the struggle for national

liberation.

Waren and the National Democratic Struggle in South Africa @ /477/1{27

In Sauth Africa, wamen have long been involved in the struggle for national
liberation. This is bacause wanen have been affected in a partiaularly cruel
manner by the govermment's apartheid laws and policies. The migrant labour
system, introduced with the discovery of minerals in the 19th century, confined

African women to the reserves where they were expected to eke aut a living for
themselves, their children and old people. This provided a justification for
bosses paying male workers the cost of reproducing only themselves and not
their families. But the reserves were barren areas, and women were forced to
seek work in the cities. Partialarly after World War .1, they occupied jabs
in the inforrmal sectors - i.e. they were damestic servants, washerwomen,pro-

stitutes, etc.

World War || saw the growth of the manufacturing industry and an increase in
jdb opportunities, Many African women found jobs in industry. Bosses were
keen to employ them since they could be paid low wages. But, wamen's involve-
ment in the econatwy had a politicising effect on them. Not only did they break
out of the traditional positions they had held in the reserves, they also came
into contact with the mass political and trade unions of the time. Women were
increasingly orgaanised, not only in trade unions and political organisations,
but also in issues that affected their day to day lives, e.g. the food com-
mittees of the Westermn Cape, creche clubs, etc.

1948 saw the caning into power of the Naticnalist Party, which inmediately
began inplementing a series of harsh laws, which denied the freedan of speech
and movement ,» e.g. the Suppression of Communism Act, the Group Areas Act and
the "homelands" policy. Wamen resisted these along with their menfolk, and
participated in 1952, in the Defence Canpaign called by organisations within
the Cangress Movement. In 195/ the Federation of South African Women was
formed to unite women of different races and classes against apartheid. The
FSAW had an affiliated structure, and had, as its main affiliates, the ANC
Women's League, the South African Congress of Democrats (COS), the South African
Coloured Pecple's Organisation (CPO), the Cape Housewives' League, the Non-
European Wamen's League, and the Food and Canning Workers' Union.

Already, the Nationalist government had begun to talk about extending pass

bocks to women. This was fiercely resisted by the women themselves, who saw
passes as a curtailment of econamic freedam and an infringement on human dignity.
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Throughout the country, the affiliate organisation organised women
against the pass laws and on 9 August, 1956, 20 00 wamen from all over Sauth
Africa gathered outside the Union Buildings in Pretoria, in protest against the
pass laws, whilst their leaders went in to present a stadk of petitions calling
for their repeal to the Prime Minister. Their leaders found an empty office.
But the women stood cutside in solenn silence for 30 minutes then broke cut into
a song:

"Stri jdom, you have tempered with the women,
Yau have strud< 2 rodk,

You have dislodged a baulder -

You will be crushed."

Today, 9 August is honoured each year as S.A. National Wamen's Day by all those
involved in the national democratic struggle.

But the Federation was not without prdblems. Most crushing of these was the
clarpdown on organisations by the govermment in the 1960s. Since the Federation
had drawn most of tis leadership from the ANCW., the banning of the ANC meant
that the Federation lost this section of its membership. Also the banning and
detentions of its leaders had serious effects. Although the Federation itself
was never banned, these and other factors, e.g. financial problems, and the prac-
tical difficulties in running a massive national organisation meant that it col-
lapsed in the 1960s. For a long time thereafter, there was not any form of
national wamen's resistance.

In fact, in the 1960s saw the decline of all forms of mass-based activity - on
the factory floor, in the schools, comunity and in political institutions. The
Soweto uprisings of 1976 accelerated this process and by 1980, a strong network
of democratic organisations had been built throughout the country, each seeking
to relate its struggles to those on other sites. The period has also seen the
growth of wamen's organisations. the FSAW, e.g. was revived in the Transvaal,
and organised wamen around issues that affect them. The United Woren's Organi-
sation {UAWC) was formed in the Cape. The UMD is engaged in the struggle for
lower rents and food prices, better hausing, adequate creches and schooling faci-
lities. The UMD and FSAW also relate to the political struggle - e.g. they are
both affiliated to the UDF.

In Natal, the newly-formed Natal Organisation of Women (NOW) also attenpts to
organise women around issues that affect them, e.g. the new taxation laws.

Even the seemingly small and insignificant wamen's groups, whose activities
include sport, knitting and sewing are inportant. They provide wamen with skills
confidence and allow them to break out of the sterility of their hames and to
rmeke new friends. However, for such organisations to have any significant impact
on the South African social structure, they nmust, at same stage, relate their
acticvities to the struggle against apartheid.

SOUTH AFRICAN WOMEN STUDENTS IN THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC STRUGGLE

Sauth African women students have a special responsibility to women engaged in
the national democratic struggle. This is because their access to theoretical
concepts and an understanding of wamen's experiences enables them to translate
these into their inplications for South African women and the S.A. liberation
movement. Thus it is important for women students to identify with the struggles
in their comunities.

But women students, too, are discriminated against. They nmust fight against
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social oppression in their lives. the daminant ideology in ocur so?iety trains
women to accept a subservient role in the family, and engennders in them, at-
titudes od passivity, cbedience and shyness. At school and at hame, wamen are
chanelled into practices and courses which fit in wi th these norms, e.g. ?t home
wamen are taught codking, baking and are expected to do domestic work , ?hn|st
being denied an understanding of how machines such as stoves.and el?ctrlcal )
ciraits operate. At schgol. warmen are encouraged to do subjecfs like domestic
science whilst men are encouraged to do science, maths and physics.

Wamen enter into university, socialised into accepting these values. There, they
are subject to sexist attitudes of lectures and administrationz and are the
victims of social oppression by male students. On the repressive campuses, wamen
are harshly controlled, being lodked up at night in their hostels, benng_expelled
if pregnant and often being forbidden to from waren's groups. These actions must
be seen as an attenpt to exercise control over wamen, since freedan of movement
and speech would enable them to chal lenge the authorities.

To overcaome these problems, wamen students must organise thenselv?s.. O?Iy
through united action will effective strategies be devised. But it is |np?rtant
to note that all black students are oppressed - thus women must relate their
struggles to the struggles of the broad masses of oppressed students,.so that a
camplete overhaul of our education system can be reached. Even more lnp?rtant is
the idea nad historical fact that both men and wamen students relate fhelr )
struggles to those of the oppressed and exploited people of South Africa, since
only with the freedom of all people, will students be freed.

CONCLUSION

The challenges facing South African women are great. Women need to address the '
question of how to relate class struggle to the struggles against their social
oppression. Yet abstract theories will not help us in answering these questions ’q;
Only by actively attempting to raise womens' consciousness, by mobilising and /é
organising them around issues that affect their day to day lives, will we be

able to identify the links. Also, we must remember that our guiding principle

is mass mobilisation, and we must take.up issues that do not alienate women.

&)

7

This is not as simple as it sounds. Women face many problems in becoming involved
in organisations.

Very often, their viewpoints are not taken seriously, and they lack skills and
confidence. Even for women who do want to get involved, there are problems

- women have a double job - at the workplace, and in their kitchens.

Examination of the struggles of women in other countries has shown that course of
struggles, women were able to assert themselves.
But even after liberation, these women still have a lot to strive for. _South

African women must takex example both from our own historic and heroic women's
organisations but also from women in other countries.

Through developing autonomous women's organisations, which nevertheless relate to the nat

national democratic struggle , womenwill recognise their social oppression and also begi
to relate it to the broader forces of national oppression and economic exploitatior
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BECAUSE WE'RE "OMEN

BDecause woman's work is pever done and - is undernaid or unpaid

or boring or revetitious and we're the first to get the sack

znd what we lock like is more importvant thon vhai we do and if
ve get rapéd it!s our fault and if we get bached we must have
provoxed it and if we raise our voices we're nagging bitches

aznd if we enjoy sex we're nymphos a2nd if we don't we're frigid
and if we love wonmen it*s because we can't get =2 Vrezl" man

and if we ask our doctor too many¥ questions we're neurotic
end/or pushy and if we expect community care for children we're
selfish and if we stand up for our rights we're a2ggressive and
tunfeninine',. and if wvie want to get married we're out to trap

a man and if we den't we're unnzturzl and beczuse ve

still can't get an adequate safe contracentive but men can walk
on the moon and if we can't cone or don't want a nregnancy we're
made to feel guilty about z2bortion and ....... for lots cnd lots
of other reasons we are vpart of the women's liberation movement.

Anon

Up to now we have been viewing women's issues as a mnere element
of the national liberation struggle,as

i. one of the problems we have to face in our struggle,

ii., one of the sites of strugsle amongst others - the
factory floer, the universities, schools, colleges,
the community.

Vhen we view it in this way, we are »resented with certsin
problems. ‘When do we organise women? How does the organising
of women fit in with students' struggle, workers' struggle?

At which stage can we concentrate on organising women? How do
we do this in 2 way that doesn't detracy from organising around
the basic contradictions in our society? Hovw best can we deo
this, so that our struggle is taken forward, and =ctivists zre
developed in the best way possible?

‘hen we see women's opnression, not only as an elexent of strug-
gle, bul as a nhenomenon which existed before capitalist society
developed, then we begin to see that the opnressioen and exvloit-
ation of women is one of the most basic forms of oppression in
our society.

Women have been exnloited and subservient even before the

advent of capitalist society. Before any sector of huranity
was explecited in a class-based society, women were oopressed.
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working cla s leadership in many countries whgre struggle has
been wagedstated most emovhatically that the_lndgx of the
emancipation of a nation is the exy%ent to which its women

are liberated.

Because education, both formal and informal is the most
significant process of socialisation, it is important foer us
to understand how women are formed and moulded to serve the
capitalist machine,

The foundation for the smooth running and reproductien of
capitalist society,is the nuclear family (mother, father and
children) where agents for the processes of capitalist
production are fed, clothed and housed.

1% iz in the family that children are prepared for their role as
future factery worker, bureaucrat, business manager, teacher,
nurse,engineer or simply a2s future mother and reproducer of
labour + The mother is the central figure in_the family. Si=
bears the children, looks after them, and-she is responsible
generally for seeing that the family functions well as a unit.

It becomes clear then, why it is necessary in every sphere &
life to perpetuate the myth that. it is the natural calling of
women to get married, have babies and raise a family, it becomes
clear why it is necessary for women to believe that they were
born weak, subordinate, moulded to serge fathers and husbandsj;
and why they should be happy in the background of humanity, and
in the kftchen of the world.

In capitalist society division devéloped first and foremost on
the grounds of sex - men as the shapers of history, the active
agents,. the force; and women as the passive, silent (but strong)
support group. This is the basic framework within which we have
to view divisions on the basis of class, and - in South Africa -
of race,

To keep women in their subordinate position and men in their
dominant position, society has te believe that there are fundamen—
tal differences in nature, temperament and inclination between
men and women and that these differences have always been there
and will always exist. The justifications and reasons given
for the eternal differences range from religious to physical
grounds.

Exploitation and oppression of women is necessary to keep the
wheels of capitalism turning. If all women rebel against raising
families, who is going to see to the maintenance of the steady
flow of labour for the market? Capitalism needs mothers to
nurture its labour until it is ready for the market.

This is why sexism is a vital tenet of cavitalist ideology. A
working definition of sexism includes the factors of discrimin
ation, stereotyping and judgements of a person's ability, capab-
ilities, personality and behaviour. And above 2ll, prejudgemenis
about the FOTENTIAL of men and women.

At an early gge, in the home, we learn that we have a defined
role to play aa a male or female . Girls play with dolls and &ea
sets, at being nurses, Boys play with guns and cars. When
children play housie-housie together, the girls are, naturally,
assigned the role of mother who cooks and cleans, and waits for
father to return home at night.
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PAPER FROM AZASO GSC - DECEMBER 1983

I ‘\6 1
ORGANISING WOMEN STUDENTS. Q;,A/\

‘Womens Oppression

It 'is generally known that black women are triply oppressed i.e. class, race
ard sex. It is terms often used and quite loosely thrown around. But it is
important not only to realize this, but to understand its implicaticns in
maintaining the oppression in its position of power.

Tre incorporation of women inte the productive sphere has resulted in greater
exploitation of women and the strengthening of economic power for the
capitalist.

The social oppression women suffer, though common to most societies, furthers
the interests of the present status quo. We must remember that exploitative
society promotes the ideology, culture and education that serves its interests.
Society will keep women in a state of subservience, because by doing so it

is ensuring that more than 50% of the population is kept in a state of bondage.

The question arises as to why we need to organise women. The organisation

of women is a fundamental necessity in the struggle for liberation. We need to
organise all the oppressed and exploited people. That includes women and that
is the whole basis of the National Democratic Struggle.

If we intend to eliminate the whole system of oppression and exploitation,
then we are forced to liberate women. That is the type of society we envisage.

SPECIAL PROBLEMS OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN STUDENTS.
L=t us lopk at the special problems facing women students.

Wemen students find themselves in a perculiar situation. Politically they suffer
the same type of oppression a their male counterparts. Careerwise they are on
par with males -- therefore they do not suffer the same type of oppression

as would a working class woman. The main form of oppression they do suffer
is social oppression. They experience it in their studies, their home, their
social relationships and they even experience it in the political sphere -

in meetings, student structures etc.

One problem that does affect them directly is that of maternity e.g. student
nurses are fired if they fall pregnant. In Turfloop pregnant students were
expelled. Students are not allowed maternity leave if they give birth, and
there are few day care centres and creches for those students who have
children.

Another special problem facing women students is the illusion that if they are
career women, they lose to some degree their so called feminity. So it becomes
important for them to hold onto that feminity - to be seen a the stereotyped
female, while still having a career.

ORGANISATION OF WOMEN STUDENTS
Because of the special problems facing women students, it is important how we
organise them and in what direction we take them. It is very easy to mis-

direct this type of struggle and waste a lot of energy and potential
fighting battles that will not really solve any problem.
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Becuase women students experience mainly social oppression, it is easier to
organise them around these issues. But there is a danger in this if you do

not relate it to the broader struggle. Before | go any further, | think it is
important to point out the different forms of feminism. It is rather a pedantic
exercise, but | have found through experience that once it is clearly understpod
people can place the liberation of women in its correct perspective.

There are 5 main types of feminism.

1. Liberal feminism - it is the type that most people know and what immediately
springs to mind when you talk about feminism. This is the type of feminism
you find in most western worlds, where women cal! for equal rights of
women, the same pay as men, the same status as men etc. So what they are
calling for is equality with men, without challenglng the status quo. So
in actual fact the status quo is not changed, but men and women are given
the same opportunities, the same rights, the same status. This type of
feminism is especially prevalent in middle class housewives in America and
Britain, who are bored and frustrated with their in society.

2. Radical feminism - is an extreme form of feminism. Radical feminists identify
the male as being the main enemy, and the cause of their oppression. The
main thrust of their campaigns are anti-male, having slogans like women
power and believing that women are superior. This type of feminism is
commonly seen with university students.

3. Lesbian feminism - stems directly from radical feminism. Because of the anti-
male feelings, women tend to shy away from relationships with males and
instead tend towards lesbianism.

4. Socialist feminism -~ believes that the primary struggle is the struggle for
national liberation and secondary to that is the struggle for women's
liberation. We are not saying that ome is more important than the other.
What we are saying is that they are interdependable and one cannot succeed
without the other.

5. Marxist feminism - similar to socialist feminism, but is on much more of a
theoretical basis. Marxist feminism believes that women oppression is a
result of capitalism. Therefore, if capitalism is overthrown, women's liberation
can be achieved.

So, going back to the problems facing women students and the issues around
which these students can be organised. | have mentioned that it is easier to
organise women students around social oppression. The danger here is that if
it is not related to the broader struggle, it can very easily tend towards
radical feminism. And noting that university students are prone to becoming
radical feminists, this must be avoided at all costs.

Other issues that women can be organised around are issues like:
1. Rape and sexual harassment.

2. Expulsion of pregnant students.

3. Establishment of creches.

4. Maternity leave etc.

But these issues in themselves are reformist. | cannot overstress the need to
relate these struggles to the broader democratic struggle.
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METHODS OF ORGANISING WOMEN STUDENTS.

Having looked at the issues around which we can organise women students,
what then are the methods we should use to organise them. | want to divide
this section into different categories and look at each one separately. | will
look at campuses where there has been no organisation before, and campuses
where there are women's groups. | will also look at resident students and
day students.

Campuses where there is no women's group.

The first thing to do in this instance is to identify a woman activist, because
this work needs to be done by a woman.

If there is an idsue that can be identified, then this issue can be taken up
and students mobilised around it. If there is no identifiable issue, then we
have to start off at a real basic level. A survey can be carried out, asking
women students what are the problems they experience, the need for women's
group etc. Or a group of students can be called together to discuss common
problems they all experience. You find in this situation, students will find it
easier to talk, because then they know that they are not experiencing the
problems alone e.g. like having to be home early, expected to do household
chores yet still study, problems with parents and sibling etc.

From these discussions, the whole socialisation process can be discussed.

A group of activists can be identified and seminars and discussion groups can
be held - these can pertain to women issues and issues on the broader struggle.

What is important is that we do not have only discussions and seminars, but
that these students get involved in practical activities e.g. skills workshops
can be held. These can be very simple, like basic layout skills, how to draw
up a poster etc. or students can get involved in community work. Or you could
ask the students to carry out a survey with the working women on campus (the
cleaning women or the canteen workers) and ask them the problems they
experience as working women.

As the group develops, these women must get involved in broader student
activities, but at the same time women issues must be highlighted and these
problems taken up.

Campuses where there are women's groups.

Here the task is slightly simpler. The problem here is how we draw in new
people and yet still develop the activists already involved. This needs to be
done on 2 levels. On the one level we need to take up issues that would appeal
to the broader women students, and on the other level we need to organise
activities which will develop women activists - this will include programmes on
a more theoretical level e.g. education seminars, group discussions etc.

Again women activists should be encouraged to get involved in braoder activities.

Resident students and day students.

Issues that res students can be organised around are things like time
restrictions which can be a big problem for them.

What should be encouraged in the residences is that coffee clubs should be
formed.

In these coffee clubs there can be informal discussions on problems, other
issues etc.
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Day students have always been a problem for both male and female students.
| think what needs to be encouraged here is involvement in community issues
and programmes must be encouraged during the day which these students can
attend.

In organising students, we must identify the type of constituency we are
dealing with. There are certain issues which students might shy away from e.g.
in certain campuses, rape might be a mobilising issue, while in other campuses
it might be a deterring factor. The same applies with contraception. An issue
that might draw interest is a topic like make-up - why do students use it, or
magazines like Fair Lady - the woman you want to be. What is imporiant is
that these discussions must be directed.

RELATIONSHIP WITH AZASO

This depends on the existing conditions on a particular campus. On some
campuses the women's groups are overtly Azaso e.g. at Wits.

In other campuses, the women's groups do not want to be openly identified on
campus. These groups either work alone or are covertly supportive of Azaso.

At UNB and Howard College, the women's groups, though not affiliated to Azaso,
have the women's organiser of Azaso chosen from the group.

! think that the relationship the women's group has with Azaso can be
determined by that particular campus.

In conclusion, | just want to say that 1 have outlined briefly how women can
be orgaised. There will be many other ways that women can be organised in
different campuses. Those campuses can most easily identify these ways.

I will conclude with the words of Machel as to why and for what we organise
women.

"Women must be mobilised for interna! struggle and for mass struggle, and they
must be organised. They will then be able to internalise the political line

to start the offensive. They must be involved in the battle for political
education of the next generation and in the battle for large scale mobilisation
and organisation of the masses. Their commitment to the liberation struggle

will then become concrete action, leading them to take part in making

decisions affecting the country's future".
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Minutes of Meeting held at Khotso House on 6 October 1984,

15 Women representing Pretoria, Soweto, Johannesburg, Kagiso and Central, Riverlea,
Coronationville, Bosmont and Noordgesig were present.

1.1. REPORT BACK ON WOMEN’S WEEK

It was generally felt that the Women’s week activities were a success and that it had
brought women together from all over the Transvaal. There was also a feeling that the
speakers for the mass meeting were mainly women from Johannesburg and that
future programmes should include speakers from other areas as.well.

Interim committee meetings should also be rotated so that this group meets in
different areas.

1.2. The women's week had also given rise to interest being awakened in the activities of
FEDSAW amongst women.

2.1. REPORT BACK ON ACTIVITIES TAKING PLACE IN GROUPS

2.1. In Kagiso the activities of the group were progressing steadily. However it was felt
that women still needed to be presented with none threatening reasons for joining
a women's group.

2.3. A new group had been established in Potchefstroom.

3.1. THE TRANSVAAL REGIONAL CONFERENCE
3.2. It was agreed to postpone the conference until the 7, 8, and 9th of December.

3.3. Aneene was given the responsiblity of finding a suitable venue — suggestions were
made as follows:
(1) Hammanskraal
(2) Wilgerspruit
(3) Glynn Thomas Students Hostel

3.4. Sister Bernard was asked to take a letter to the Catholic Bishop’s Conference
requesting some funds to cover costs of the conference.
The Lutheran and Methodist Church would be approached for funds as well pending
a decision from the Bishops.
Each group will be asked to raise some money independently to help with costs.
It was proposed that each women’s group contribute a minimum of R25.

3.5 A circular asking women to niention which issues they would like to have discussed
at the conference is to be sent out immediately. NB It was strong felt that the content
of the conference should come from all the women.

3.6. 7 People were asked to work on a structure for the Transvaal using as their guide the
FEDSAW National constitution. This proposed structure is to be presented at the
“next meeting. The people are:
Helen Joseph
Albertina Sisulu
Jessie Duarte
Leila Patel
Aneen Dawber/or Joanne Yawich
Linda Rigny or Elaine Mohamed

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



OTHER ISSUES DISCUSSED:

1. The situation in the Vaal.

Women's organisations are being asked to collect food and clothing which will be
distributed through the UDF.

2. Women are asked to make personal contributions to assist family members of a
FEDSAW member in the Vaal.

The following people will make visits to rural areas.

To Daggaskraal, 1umohoia & Driefontein:
Date of visit 13 & 14 October

Amanda

Ma Greta

Cecelie

Joanne

Jessie

Leila

To Leandra on 20 & 21 October:
Ma Albertina
Ma Vesta
Ma Mlangeni
Ruth Mohlobi
Vumele

To Magopa 28 & 29 October:
Jessie, Leila, Suzie, Ma Greta, Baby Esther, Joanne, Amanda & Cecelie
The next meeting will be held on the 3rd of November at 2 pm.

Venue: Black Sash Offices
Khotso House

All groups are encouraged to send theit members, this a very important meeting.
For any questions you have, please phone:
Amanda 8367111

Jessie 6425235
Leila 7162507
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PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN BEFORE 30 OCTOBER TO:

Jessie Duarte

P O Box 88125
NEWCLARE
2112

1. List the issues (topics) you want to be discussed at our Regional conference. Be
specific please.

1)
2)
3}
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)

2. How many delegates should represent each group or can you suggest an alternative
method for groups to be represented?

3. Please make suggestions of Speakers to address the conference.

Speakers Name Fopic

Shouid there be more than one person to chair?

5. Please indicate who from your group could act as translators if required.
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FEDERATION OF SOUTH AFRICAN WOMEN

— women unite against
FSAW:54-84 , Rid hn. 7
_ "WE STAND SHOULDER Botha's new deal ﬂ 5 )3

TO SHOULDER
WITH OUuR
PENFOLE, IN A
¢oMMON STRUGGLE
ACAINST PovERT
ALY RACE AND CLA
Y] DISCRIMINATION"

c/0 United Democratic Front
FSAW 6th Floor Khotso-House
\ E&ﬁﬁ&ﬁ?i 42 De Villiers Street

2001 Johannesburg

wormLN

VVSs/he

2 August 1984

Terror Lekota
United Democratic Front

Dear Terror

Enclosed please find a brochure detailing the Focus Week on
Women which speaks for itself.

This serves to confirm our telephonic invitation to you to
address the rally on 12 August 1984 in the Methodist Central
Hall at 2.00 p.m. It will be appreciated if you will speak on
'The UDF and the need for unity with special reference to
women'.

Thanking you
Yours in the struggle

'Ma/{//u/bv
vre

Vesta Smith
RALLY COMMITTEE

H
»
»
2
M
i
H
>
{4
*
14
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awe call our women msesmmerrresrrrrrroen
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FSAWi54-84
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TAVER  RACE AHD CA
B i‘} DISCRIHIHATIpHY

The Federation of South
African Women invites you/
orgapisation to jts focus
week on_women 9th Aug,
to 12th Auaust, 1984

The 9th August is Nati~nal
Women's Day. It is the
day when we rememher the
struggles of our women,

A day when we pay trihute
to our women for their
truimphs and their tears

This year, the Federation
is celebrating its 30th
Anniyersary. And, we in-
vite you to share in this
very special celehration
of a rich traditjon of
organisation of women to
fight for oun rights

and the nights of all our
people,

o
‘Aug 9.is womenis day

Program

Thursday Aug. 9

Wamen will orgapise programs

in their lacal areas. He

call on organisatians to focus on
womentand their problems on this
day,

Friday Aug. 1G

Cultural program with the facus
on women', culture and resistance.

Come and hear our yaomen sing songs
read poetry and act in plays which
speak of our lives And. our
hopes far a hetter ]ife,

Coffee ban.

Sunday -Aug.§1?2

Wamen!s nally against Batha's
New Deal.

Speakers will be Albertipa,
Sisulu, Amanda Kwadi and others,
2 pm, venue;

Make sure that you get our
newsletter,

The.Federation calls on al]
women to join us in making
this program & success

Contact; géssy 7ex g3+ g9¢q

AL7ER, Hat/ RS =
sxTee, TEL &9/9/6/7

0L F2c s HourS

we call our women.,..

We call our wpmen where ever
they may be,

In our communities, in our churches,
masques and temnles.

We call our women on the farms, in
town and country. In the trade unions
and in all our organisations.

Women, let us raise oup voices nign
against Botha's New Deal, A deal
which yi1l only bring hardship to

our people, A deal which has brought
us GST. A tax which will pay for:
Botha's Apartheid parliaments,

et us say ne to our sons and prother
wha will be furced to go and fight on
the borders for Apartheid.

Our women &nd children are starving

in the rura] areas. Thousands are
threatened with removals and resettie-~
ments, Tiis pew deal will not
change anything,

Qn 9th Aug, 1956, 20,000 women marched
to Pretania to say no to passes for

women, Thirty years later, Koornhof's
bi11s wil] make the pass laws harsher.

women unjte against- (’(/3

BoTrnAS 2w /945;'/"(1 o
N

=
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FEDLHATION OF SOUTH AFR!CAN WOMEN

FSAW:54134 wome? unite against
_ "WE STAND SHOULDER Botha's new deal

TO SHoULDER
WITH O0uUR.

/ /‘7
5 g S 10 \
. PENFOLY IN A~ :
. CoMMON STRUGGLE
p A0 ACLAINST POYERT
\ ' by RACE AND CLA

M

DISCRIMINATIONY

FSAW
13 APRIL 1354

PRESS RELEASE ON 9 SEPTEMBER 1984 MEETING

FEDSAW is calting on all men, women-and children to attend a
civic meeting called by the Dipkloof Civic Association which
will be held at Modisa-o-botse Church, Zone 4, Diepkloof on
Sunday September 9, 1984 at 2 P.M )

As mothers we are concerned about the plight of our children
who are detained, shot, and those boycotting classes, and es-
pecially those families who are due for removal.

. _ \
We alse gumpativw e e K \Ia‘u,,( Tviawq '
Cawilies  Who' Wawe lesd \owtd gvxc,':oduf'\b\“\

Bwvesd L YW Qvean
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x-mee FEDCHATION OF SOUTH AFRI!CAN YWOMEN &

b a b it i °
FSAW54'84' women unite against \\o

. “WE STAND SHoULbER BOtha's new dea' %\:—;\\é
- -,-.4_. TO SHoulpeER

WITH OUur
MENFOLX, 1N A
COMMON STRUGGLE
ASAINST POVERT
RACE AND CLA

DISCRIMINATION* 24 August 1984

FSAW
13 APRIL 154

W womeee

PRESS RELEASE - 24 AUGUST 1984

On the eve of the Coloured electiom, elections hated by most peace-
loving South Africans of all races, the Nationalist government, like
the cowards that they've repeatedly proved they are, detained UDF
members and their affiliates.

We
FEBSAW demands the immediate release of our husbands and brothers
or the govefﬁent should promptly charge them. The government's in-
human way of detaining people indefinitely is abhorred and rejected
the world over.

The UDF is internationally acclaimed for its stand of openly opposing
the tricameral parliament. Why then silence its leaders by detaining
them, if Botha and his thugs are not scared?

Before the volcano erupts, we advise Mr Botha to release our leaders.

SECRETARY

LQ/“% o Skosoma

E‘mmrmwe cali 0Ur Woman eroarrmymesssotrr————— H
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=zTmas FEDCHATION OF SQUTH AFRICAN WOMEN EmESmme e oo

o ite against
FSAW-543 women uni i [\
"WE STAD SHwLi-n Botha's new deal Q?‘”‘&Q\o\

\

TO SHOULDER
WITH our
FENFOLY 1N A
CoMMON STRUGGLE

ACAINST PovERT 6th Floor, Khotso House
gﬁ%iﬁﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁn~ 42 de Villiers Street
13 APRIL 1354 JOHANNESBURG 2000

Asssaten 07§ 4.
L)

14 August 1984

The Secretary

SWAPO Women's Group :
¢/o Namibian Council of (7
Churches ¢ '
P 0 Box 41 %/7// B
WINDHOEK

Namibia

Dear Madam

We, the above organisation in South Africa, wish to communicate
with you women in Namibia.

African government we are fighting is the same crooked government
that is oppressing you in Namibia. If we could forge links, meet
and discuss ways of combating this parasite which is draining our
beautiful black blood. This vampire needs to have a stake put
through its evil heart. And that, dear comrades, will and can be
done by nobody else for you, but yourselves.

We (you and us) are fighting a common enemy. The same evil South /,7/?

This government wantsto divide us. Black white, brown and yellow
people belong together. This government wants to deceive our \
Indian and Coloured youths into being conscripted once their pa-
rents have voted. These same youths will therefore have to go to

the South African borders to fight their fellow Blacks brothers.

Are you, as mothers, going to allow that to happen? Definitely NOT!

So women of Namibia, we wish to meet you and discuss this crucial
issue.

LONG LIVE WOMEN IN THE STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM!
LONG LIVE SWAPO!
LONG LIVE THE UDF!

Yours in the struggle,

ESTHER MALEKA
SECRETARY - SOWETO GROUP

Trogmreet vl nA 0P wamar ceee—————e
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""SOUTE AFRICA BELONGS TO US" 35 minute color
£ilm on Women under Apartheid showing this
August 9th (Thursday) at 7:30p= in the

LEXINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARY located on West
2nd street between Mill and Market street.

Open to the Public and no admission.
Sponsored by the FRIENDS OF AZANIA.

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



AE1S

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT KHOTSO HOUSE ON SATURDAY 21st JULY, 1984 AT
10.00 am TO DISCUSS THE PLAN OF ACTION FOR AUGUST 9 |

TVL FEDSAW INTERIM CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE stu-) A ej‘l i

-

CHAIRPERSON: Sister Bernard

MEMBERS OF PLANNING COMMITTEE FOR AUGUST 9: Aneene, Joanne, Dorcas, Yasmin
Leila, Avril.

1. OPENING
Sister Bernard welcomed everybody and opened the meeting with a prayer

2, INTERIM CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE
Dorcas explained briefly how the Interim Cormmittee had been set up at the
conference in March and the work they had done so far =~ the Amniversary
Rally in Mamelodi and. the Workshop on the 23rd and 24th June.

At the workshop, a sub—committee had been set up to plan the program of
action for August 9 based on the ideas that had come up in the workshop.
This committee had then presented these ideas to the next co-ordinating
committee meeting so that they could be taken back to the groups to be
discussed. We were meeting today to look at the final program of action
to discuss the program and make any changes that were felt necessary.

3. PROGRAM OF ACTION
Leila outlined the program.
3.1 Theme
The theme for August 9 was WOMEN UNITE AGAINST BOTHA'S NEW DEAL.
This theme had been chosen at the workshop.
Under this theme, women would come together and raise their voices against
Botha's new deal. In doing this, they will be joining in with the natiomal
campaign against the new constitution and the Koornhof Bills.
Links between the new deal and the everyday problems of women will be
drawn.
Some of the issues which have been suggested and which we will be taking
up are: the plight of urban and rural women;
the high prices
the GST which is financing the new deat
lark of child care facilities
conscription
3.2 Focus week
From the workshop it had been suggested that we have a focus week running
from Thursday the 9th August to Sunday the 12th August as our program
for August 9th celebration.
3.3 Activities during the focus week
August 9th (Thursday): on this day the women wanted to have their own 1local
meetings, where they could focus on different things
They could use these meetings to draw in new members
and strengthen their own organisations in their areas.
Some suggestions are for tea parties; prayer meetings,
all night vigils, culture meetings.
August 10th (Friday): There will be a cultural evening focusing on
. "Women and Resistance" at Khotso House
August 11th (Sunday): There will be a Rally from 2 to 5 pm. It is thought
to have this Rally in an area where Anti-PC is
organising so that we can also use the Rally to
pamphleteer a whole community.
3.4 Other activities:
If the program of action was acceptable to everyone, we would also need
media and distribution work. The suggestions are that we have 2 posters:
one a statement about our theme and one an advertisement for the Rally.
We also need a Newsletter, stickers and T-shirts.
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4, FINAL PLAN OF ACTION
After the program had been accepted, a breakdown of activities for each
section was discussed.

4.1 Thursday, August 9th

1. Soweto Women's Group: Has not made a final decision about whether to
hold a vigil or not. They will be discussing
this at their meeting on Sunday

2. Vaal Women's Group: Is going to concentrate on women's groups in
the churches. They have already spoken to some
groups who seem keen on holding a prayer meeting.

3. Lenasia Women: They had planned to hold a mass meeting but because
the TIC will be holding a mass meeting on the 5th
they are going to have to reconsider this.

They are going to have a pamphlet and will
concentrate on housewives, maybe having meetings
for housewives.,

4. Johannesburg Women's Group: They will be holding a commemoration evening

' for the ad hoc women's group and for Jodac members
where they will focus on August 9 and why we
organise women in separate groups.

5. Alexandra Women's Group: will be having a tea party. They cannot have
mass meetings because of problems with venues.

6. Women's Support Group: There is an idea to have a joint meeting with
the women from Noordgesicht, Bosmont, Riverlea,
Newclare but they have not yet discussed it.

7. Kagiso Women's Group: Haven't met to discuss it yet.

8. Westbury Women's Group: Haven't met to discuss it yet.

9. Noordgesicht: MaVesta explained that their group has not yet
been launched. At the meeting they held to start
the women's group, the meeting became a resident's
meeting. At their next resident's meeting, they
might launch the group if the women are keen to
do so. If so,.they might have a prayer meeting.

10. Azaso (BSS -Wits): They will probably have a mass meeting.
4.2 Friday night, August 10th

The cultural evening will be on "Women and Resistance"

Venue: Khotso House

Time: from 7 to 9.30 pm

Different women's groups were asked to come and do a play or read poetry or

whatever the group wants to do.

Some people have been approached to do things:

Women are going to be reading poetry

Yasmin's group will be doing a -play on the Constitution

Johannesburg women will be doing a play/puppet show on why women organise
in separate groups

Fosatu women might come and do their play

Sheila Sisulu will speak on Women, Culture and Resistance

Afrapix will be doing a display on women

Traditional dancers from Soweto

Kuvangano from Soweto is coming

Jessica Sherman will be doing songs

Elaine Mohamed might read some of her poetry

The women's drama group from Johannesburg might do a play on the
situation of women in South Africa

Mrs Naidoo from Laudium might be approached to write a script for a
play for us

Some students who write poetry might also be approached

Contact person for the group organising this evening is Aneene.

Coffee and cake and anything else will also be sold to help raise funds.

Women's groups should bring their banners/posters, etc to the meeting.

4.3 Saturday's programme

Leila is the contact person for this sub-group
Each women's group is to give an indication of how many women they can
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4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

4.8

bring to this event.

The issues to be raised will be around Botha's new deal: conscription,

GST finances the constitution; remqvals; passes and influx control

The success of this event depends on us.

Rally on Sunday, 12th August

This rally is the culminating point of the focus week

Venue: not yet finalised. The Central Methodist Church in town has been

booked for the 12th but only as a last resort.
Aneene, Sister Bernard and Yassmin will work out the final details.

Starting time is 2.00 pm.

Contact persomn 1is Yassmin

Speakers: Alan Boesak (alternative Terror Lekota) on Unity, the UDF

campaign in general and why women are important in
the campaign.

Amanda on the day-to-day issues affecting women including
GST, conscription and the general attack on our
living standards

MaSisulu on the history of the Federation

Fathima Meer/ Priscilla Jana/Ella Ramgobin on the legal issues
of the constitution and how it affects women

Virginia Engel or another union organiser on the plight of
working women

Mrs Mosolodi on women in detention, the plight of families
who have family members in exile, etc.

Sister Bernard and Vesta Smith are to be the joint chairpeople.

The other mothers of our Federation (such as MaGreta and Helen) will all
be sitting on the stage and will be introduced to the people during
the Rally.

There will also be messages of support and a resolution at the end of the
Rally.

There was a suggestion that the group co-ordinating the rally should speak
to other groups and the UDF about some of the speakers and get
suggestions from them.

Media

The Newsletter will be coming out on next Wednesday night.

Aneene and Firoza are the contact people

It was also suggested that the media group contacts the groups in other
areas to help with the media they need for local meetings, etc.

The Johannesburg Women's Group is going to be doing a mural showing women
picketing which they will put up at the culture evening and the rally.

Distribution

Sister Bermard and Gail are the contact people

They are to contact all the groups and find out their requirements for

posters, etc. and they are to ensure that the groups get the media.

Fund-raising

Lettie Nzima and Katija Cassim are the contact people for th is group.

All groups are to try and contribute money and do fund-raising.

Press Conference

There will be a press conference on the 8th of August.

Koko and Shireen are the co-ordinators for this group.

The speakers will be MaGreta on removals, Amanda as Chair; MaVesta on

Conscription and Baby or Bennie on the Constitution. There will also

be a speaker on the history of the Fedsaw but this has not been finalised.

They will also prepare a package stating our position which will be given

to the press.

CLOSING

Sister Bernard closed the meeting by thanking everyone and Lettie said
the closing prayer.
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CONTACT PEOPLE (COORDINATORS) AND PHONE NUMBERS

Katija 837-6388 or 834-328 (fundraising)
Johannesburg: Aneene  648-3980 (home) (culture & newsletter)

Feroza 838-5769 (home) (newsletter)

Gail 716-2589 (work) (distribution)

Leila 716-2507 (work) (saturday)

Shireen 838-2248 (home)  724-4441 (work) (press conference)

Koko 837- ,_(home) (press conference)
Kagiso: Sister Bernard 762-3503 (evenings) (distribution)

Lettie 762-5054 (home) (fundraising)
Riverlea: Yassmin 837-8956 (Home) 339-2741 (work) (rally)

Other contacts on the planning committee:

Joanne  23-8405 (work) or 337-2436

Amanda 836-7112 (work)

Vesta 836-9831 (home)

Avril  648-7509 (home)

Bennie 930-1026 (home)

Baby 939-3242 (home)

Dorcas 016=-35-1021 (home) or 016-31-2900 ext 303 (work)
Kona 012-804064 (home)
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Report on Interim Committee d1scuss1ons read to the members. The following
was discussed:

MINUTES OF THE SOWETO BRANCH UF FEUSAW HELU UN <z JULY 1Yo4

Thursday 9 August 1984

Vaal - Church service

Lenz - small meeting & Prayer service

Jghb - Prayer

Soweto - Gumboot Dance to be confrimed with Mrs Sisulu
Alex - Tea Party

Coronationville - Joint prayer meeting

Kagiso -

Azaso - Mass meeting

Friday -~ Cultural Evening

The following is planned:

Drama on the Constitution

Jessica to sing

Sheila Sisulu to speak on women

Poetry by Khubangani from Soweto \gg\?)mkxﬁlw;>

Afrapix to have a display N

Lona Basadi

Cake & Biscuit to be sold to raise funds - Approved by Soweto Branch
Puppet show by Jhb

Saturday - Rally @ Z.P.M

Speakers: T Lekota or
A Boesak - on UDF Campaign
A Sisulu on August 9th
A Kwadi on GST

Chair: Sister Bernard
Vesta Smith

The meeting closed at 4.35P.M Next meeting Sunday 29 July 1984
At the next meeting we should discuss about; Jumble sale and Raffle.
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Saturday 11 August to be discussed further and branches will
be advised on the decision.
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07 December 1984

MESSAGE OF SUPPORT TO THE INAUGURAL CONFERENCE
OF THE ORGANISATION OF TRANSVAAL WOMEN

Comrades and Mothers

The UDF salutes you on this important occasion. At the launching of
the UDF, we said that the extent to which women are organised is a
barometer of the level of struggle as a whole. This occasion is sure
to raise the level of struggle in the Transvaal.

More importantly, we are proud that our mothers have taken this huge
step in a year which markstthe 30th anniversary of the establishment
of the Federation of South African Women. Surely our mothers are
buildina on our rich history to build our non-racial and democratic
future.

FORWARDS WITH THE UNITY AND ORGANISATION OF WOMEN!

FORWARD! TO A PEOPLE'S GOVERNMENT!

FORWARD EVER! BACKWARDS NEVER!

Amandla! Ngawethu!

¥ours in the struggle,

TREVOR MANUEL
RCTING GENHRAL SECRETARY
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UNIVERSITY OF THE NORTH WOMEN'S CLUB

The University of the North Women's Club brings revolutionary greet- (;:)
ings to the long-awaited rally in the Northern Transvaal. It is our 2;/
belief that all the oppressed and exploited masses in the rural and ;}
urban areas must be galvanised for the liberation of all in a united 7
non-racial South Africa.

Long Live the United Democratic Front!

Forward with the Year of the Women!
Forward with the struggle

AMANDLA!
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- RESOLUTION ./

We, the women gathered here on the 13th day of May 1984 at Mamelodi, Pretoria,
as wives and mothers, working women and housewives, black and white, say with one

voice-

* That the government's new constitution and Koornhof Bills is no solution to
the problems of all the people in this country and,

* that white domination and exploitation will continue

«that theewill be no end to the unequal distribution of the land, wealth and
resources of our country

* that the Republic of South Africa Constitution Act is an undemocratic constitution
and that the Koornhof Bills will deprive more and more African people of their

irthright.
* that forced removals, the Group Areas Act and the Bantustans will remain
* that the government is determined to break the unity of our people.

* that the oppression and exploitation of women will continue. Women will suffer
greater hardships under the Pass lLaws, women will be divided from their children
and families. Poverty and malnutrition will continue to destroy family life

* that working women will remain the lowest paid and unskilled of all working
people in this country, and that the brunt of apartheid will still be carried
by our families.

* That our people are faced daily with an attack on their living standards. Food,
G.S.T., rents, hospital tariffs, transport costs are going up; while the government
has stepped up its expenditure on defense.

* that this constitution will force our coloured and Indian brothers, sons and
friends to fight on the borders for apartheid.

Mindful of the attack on the unityv and rights of our people, we, the women, on
this the 30th anniversary of the Women's Federation pay tribute to:

the strength and sacrafice of our women, we remember our women over many fighting
and struggling years. We remember their triumph and their tears.

AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS WE COMMIT OURSELVES TO:.

* Uniting and organising women wherever they are; on the farms;in the factories,
urban and rural areas to fight for our rights.

* To build and strengthen our local women's organisations

* To stand firm and to mobilise our women against the government's new constitution
and Koornhof Bills and to call on Coloured and Indian women to boycott the
August elections.

* To raise our voice high in the United Democratic Front.

We therefore appeal to all progressive organisations, trade unions, churches,
community, students and religious organisations; to all progressive men and women
who have the interest of our people at heart, to join us in meeting our commitments,

which we have set for ourselves today.

WE THEREFORE PLEDGE TO STAND, SHOULDER TO SHOULDER, WITH OUR MEN, SPARING NEITNER

ST TN 7™ MAD AATTDAMTE TR AR (COMMAN CrD s e o TR R TIRTT MAMIDAMTRT  RATN MTMACD TMT

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



>
=R
=

~J

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



14

s

29 June 1984
The Secretary
Federation of Women of S A
SOWETO
Dear Comrades

RL: LAUNCH OF SOYETO WOMEN'S GROUP

The United Democratic Front sends you fraternal greetings on this occasion
of the launch of your Soweto Women's Groups

The birth of this exbryo may herald an era of the revival of the proud
tradition of women strugu1e and lay the foundation of the creation of a

mass women's moveeent in our country. We therefore welcome this important
aevelopment and hope that it will inspire and heighten our struggle
thereby brincing our freedom cioser.

Hopefully, the formation of the Soweto Wemen's Group will inspire women
throughout the Transvaal to set in motion a process of builuing their
own structures. Particu]arly at a time when the masses of women face a
very crucial moment in their history - & moment characterised bv deters
mined onslaughts by the racist rulers of our country, calculated not
only to deny them the right to dignity, but also to obliterate all vest-
iges of opposition by women. Devices such as the New Constitution ancd K
Koornhof Bills are used by the state to divide women into ethnic and ra
racial groups. This then, is a challenge to all of us men and women.

== draw the attention of this meeting to the massive fraud that is about
to perpetrated by the Nationalist Party government throuch an electoral
process for the "Coloured" and "Indian" South Africans on August 22 and
28. This meeting must therefore allow time for discussion on practical
forms of opposing and exposing this fraud. Our call for political righis
for all must be Toud and clear.

1

we of the United Democratic Front genuinely beli-ve thers cannot be a
Took cf liberation with the emancipation of women. IT wz are to increa
our assault on the Apartheid regime w. must embrace within the .ove
all women who are willing and determined to ficht for & ﬁ@h-Tl )
CRATIC S A. We assert with confidence and pr1de that 1% iz t
tion of women that sets in motion the strugale for !Uciional i
and Democracy.
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There 1s no doubt in our minds that the emergence of the Soweto Women's
organisation, will intensify our assault on the edifice of Apartheid.

«. call to you is:-
Organize, mobilise for the establishment of a People's power.
Long Live the proud tradition of Women's resistancel
Long Live the Federation of South African Vomeni
Long Live the gallant Women of Soweto!

UDF UNITES! Apartheid Divides!

PIPO MOLEFE
GERERAL SECRETARY
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SUITE 618 (031) 64720/62544 P.O. BOX 486

ESCOVAL HOUSE TELEX: VERULAM
437 SMITH STREET 6. 24392 SA 4340
DURBAN 4001 SOUTH AF
SOUTH AFRICA

THE PRESS TRUST OF SOUTH AFRICA

THIRD WORLD NEWS AGENCY)

Navember 6 1984 é"")

WOMEN IN SOUTH AFRICA CONTINUE
THE STRUGGLE INSPITE OF
PRETORJA'S REPRESSIVE POLICIES

/!

2

By Ela Ramgobin

scuth Africa's women - the democratic and progressive
ferces - are organising themselves once again to shake off
*he yoke of oppression after many years of inactivity
wecause of detentions, bannings and banishment.

The women activists are organising themselves into a host
5f womens' organisations throughout the country to tackle
the every day problems that affect the lives of the more
wnan 23-million black majority people.

‘hey have established community-based grganisations in
~2wnships in Pretoria, Johannesburg, Cape Town, Durban,
£ast London, Pietermaritzburg and other towns and cities
tn the ccountry.

~eme of the larger organisations include the United
womens' Organisation{(UW0) of Cape Town, Port Elizabeth
Womens' Organisation(PEW0O), East London Womens'
Urganisation(ELWO), Natal Organisation of Women(NOW) and
“he revived Federation of South African Women(FEDSAW) in
the towns and cities of the Transvaal province.

mgre  iwg

EDITORIAL BOARD: MARIMUTHU (SUBRY) SUBRAMONEY (Managing Editor], NEIL LEWIS,
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women twe AREGSS 7RUST oF S0¢7¥ APRICS

Unlike the 1950s there are no national womens'
organisations but the women activistis have established a
national co-ordinatng committee to facilitate jeint
action.

The wemen activists organising the people now draw their
inspiration from the struggle waged by women in the 1950s
and 1960s. In those days women leaders of the calibre of
the late Lilian Ngoyi, Sophie Williams, Mrs Rahima Moosa
and Helen Joseph participated fully in the struggle of the
black pegple.

The women also draw their courage and conviction from
leaders such as Mrs Winnie Mandela, who is house-arrested
and restricted to the small town of Brandfort in the Free
State pfovince of the country, and Mrs Albertina Sisulu,
wife ¢f the another life political prisoner, Mr Walter
Sisulu.

The early histeory also records the militant struggles cf
Queen Nonesi of Tembuland against the British, and the
leerust and Pondoland women who led revolts against the
iythorities in the 1950s,

inday - more than 35 years later - women have found that
the many issues that affected their leaders are still the
same.

They are still plagued by problems concerning childcare,
high rents, an ever increasing cost of living, and cther
secial, political and economic problems caused by the
white minority government's apartheid policies.

In crder to advance their goal for equality the women
activists have drawn a common charter which reads:

mere three
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wamen three

“We march forward with our men in the struggle for
liberation and the defence of the working pecople.”

The significance of their involvement today - as it was 35
years age - is the realisation that their struggle is a
national liberation one.

‘hey have recognised more than ever that they suffer
Jecause they are po¢r, because they are black and because
“hey are women.

ithey clearly see that the low wages, poor living
winditions, unequal and inferior educatien and the general
iack ¢f facilities are the result of the exploitative and
zppressive society which discriminates against black
pecple.The women are consciously fighting the ideglegical
ferces of explaofitation and oppression by engaging in
education programmes, by working out clearly the role of
the mother and wife in the struggle and through the
expression ¢of the understanding that the liberation of
women is a fundamental necessity for emancipation and the
liperation of the pegple of the country.

Uver the past few years the women have shown massive
resilence in strong community organisations such as the
Purban Housing Action Committee(DHAC), the Cape
Asscciation of Housing Action Committees(CAHAC), Port
Elizabeth Federaticn of Community Organisation and many
nther community-based organisations throughout the
cauntry.

Wemen are playing a leading role in these organisatinns,
1n the campaigns against increased rents and housing
problems encountered by the communities.

more four
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women four

Wemen have marched and are continuing to march fearlessly
¢z local authorites to make thelr demands for a better
deal,

buring this period many women emerged in the trade unien
frant and participated actively in worker struggles.

“3any women are also taking leading roles in student
srganisations such as the Azanian Students
Organisation(AZASQO), National Unigon of South African
Students(NUSAS), Congress of South African Students(COSAS)
ind the Azanian Students Movement(AZASM).

The women have als¢ played a prominent role in the
e2stablishment of the Unijted Démocratic Front(UDF) in
August 1983 and are continuing to play an active rele in
cclitical organisations such as the UDF and the Azanian
“egples Organisation(AZAPO).

They have also actively participated in the campaigns
against the new tri-racial constitution of the government
°f Mr P.W. Botha.

“2re recently the women have suffered extreme trials and
sribulations when they participated in placard
1emcnstrations against the detentidn of UDF and other
hziiticial leaders in terms of Pretoria's detention
+ithout trial laws.

sut the detentions, shootings, killings, baten charges,
reargassing and house to house police and army searches

nive not deterred the women from continuing to participate

: the struggle.

rare five
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If anything, the women hive cume sut much more militantly
1n protests against the hexsh Pasf which haye affected,
thefr husbandsy, their childwen, theip brothers, mothers
and sisters.

The women have discovered that no sacrifice is too great
when their struggle is a just one.

Their determination for justice and liberation was
succinctly demonstrated by Mrs Albertina Sisulu, wife of
pclitical prisoner Walter Sisulu and a president of the
UDF, when she addressed a mass meeting in Durban recently.
"We are not passive onlookers but active cadres in the
struggle for freedom from injustice, poverty, hunger and
want.

"We, the women, have realised that we have to work
shbulder to shoulder with qur men to rid ourselves not
snly of political oppression but alse the social and
economic evils that beset gur pesple In their everyday

lives taday.*

ends

FROM: PRESS TRUST OF SOUTH AFRICA THIRD WORLD NEWS AGENCY
NOVEMBER 6 1984.
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¢PO. Box 120

A Athlone
Fﬁf” 7760

Dear Comrades,

UWO is spearheading the commemoration of National Womens Day in the
Western Cape. Nationally women are organising a focus week from 5-12
August, azound the theme 'Women against forced removals and the elec-
tions', V¥e will picket on the streets througheout the Western Cape,
We will pamphleteer factories and squatter camps. The week will end
in a rally at Athlone Civic,

we come from a tradition of well organised women, In 1956, 20 000
women marched to Pretoria to declare their opposition to passes,
Thousands more marched to their local 'Native Affairs' Offices., For
15 years, National Women's Day was hardly celetrated. Now, wherever
women zre organising, National Women's Day is a big event.

This year, we say 'Women reject the forced removals and the elections!
But it is not enough to reject the hardships women suffer. We must
organise to fight these actively. We must look at which women need to
be organised and how we should organise them,

Black women are the most unemployed veople. The bantustan system and
influx control divides ouy families. The women in the bantustans are
employed as slave lazbour - women are the source of the bosses suver
profits, In the urban areas, young women are fired when they become
pregnant, “hen there is a recession, it is the women who are the firs-
to be retrenched., The bosses say these women are housewives - they ax:
not employed.

It is the duty of all democratic trade unions and womens organisation:
to defend a woman's right to work and to live where we can get a job,
But we must demand more than this., What will happen to our children
and families while we are at work?

We must organise to demand the right to bear our children with adeequa
health care for child and mother. We must demand that there are crech:
and child care centres for all working mothers, We claim paid materni
leave as our right, and we demand a guarantee that we can return to

our same job,

In many of the clinics in our commuhities and at the factories, they
us dangerous contraceptives, We demand our right to choose when we wan
to use birth control, It is our right to make this decision with full
knowl edge abont what we are doing to our health. No boss can demand tAQ
we must use contraceptive before we can get a Jjob, Motherhood is our

right.

The time is past whem women were at home all day, Now we too have to
work to support our family. But the law and our attitudes hold us tac
The law says that black women are minors, with their husbands or sons
as guardians, The divorce laws does not apply to black women. Our
husbands, brothers and sons expect the women of the house to do the
housework. All this must change. The people shall share the wnrk 4m

the home,

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



%e say it is the right of all people to organ 1ise into democratic organe
isations at tﬂel*‘olaces of work, in the community, #e say that women
should take their nla;e alongside their men in the struggle,

Women are brought up not to speak abour political issues., We are told
thzat is the men's business. We are told not to speak but to listenm,

It is the %ask of all democratic organiSatlons to train women to varti-
civate fully in the work of the organisation and to arrange the organ-
isztion so that women can participate. There is work to be done if we
want the right for women to organise not to be a hollow slogan.

The Labour Party thinks that they can fool our women into voting. FPut

we know that our struggle as women is part of the struggle for & non-
racial and democratic South Africa. Our demands for maternity leave,
creches, egual pay for ecual work, for prices we can afford are only
milestones along the way to a South Africa where the people shall govern

Coxrades, the United Women's Organisation works hand in hand with other
organisations. Within the UDF we hope to move the women's struggle and
the struggle as a whole forward, Our task is to reach out to unorganised
women and draw them into the democratic movement, The task of organisin
women is a task that confronts us all - the trade union movement, the
student movement, the civic associations and the youth movement,

On National Women's Day 1984, we say for the whole world to hear that
Eotha's New Deal is no answer to our problems as women, The wages re-
main low and the prices and GST go up. There are no houses, security
and comfort for South Africans. ¥e can not live in peace and friend-
ship when our sons are dragged into the army. We do not live in a
democracy when the majority of our people are shunted off to the
Bazntustans.,

UWO calls on comrades, men and women, to join us in the activities of
the Focus Week:

MONDAY 6 AUGUST: blitz to squatter camps.
Please bring as much transport as nossible,

TUESDAY 7 AUGUST: blitz to factories.
Please bring as much transport as nossitle.

THURSEDAY 9 AUGUST: Pickets.
Please bring as much transport as possitle,

SUNDAY 12 AUGUST: Mass Rally Athlone Civic 2,00 - 5,00 pm
WOMEN AGAINST THE FORCED RIEMOVALS AND THE N:zW DEAL.

Our office phone number is 691055 - please let us know if peovle are
coming from your organisation or your region. Please phone if you
need information or have suggestions. The o7fice address is: 3 Hares
Street, Mowbray, right next to the Mowbray bus terminus.

We hope to see you all in the National Womens Day Focus.

Yours in struggle,

ﬂscis

T ©SOLO
SECKRETARY,
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CoRDBES 70 AL REGZINS
ACPORT Onf THE NITS TALLS BOTCWEEN THE UNZTED WIMENS

B P "
OHGANISATIGN AND THE WOMEN'S FRONT ORGAN1ISATIUN ’2‘: AC 2’7 /.@

The UWO and WFO Executives met on 3 March 1984 to discuss

the unity ef the twe erganisations., The meeting was attend-

ed by UDF regional and national rpresentatives,

The meeting agreed in principles te unite the twe erganisations
and elected a Commissien consisting ef three UWO, three WFO,
and ene UDF(HC)representatives. The task of this Cemmission
was to plan the stages by which unity could be built,

The first stage was for the Commission to wvisit plan Jjeoint
meetings of UWO and WFO bLranclies in all arezs. The findings

of the Commission ws tabled and accepted by a jeint meeting.

The second stage was woerking together on the successful
Women's Rally in April, The third stage was a joint UWO/WFO
werkshep planned by the Commission., The aim ef the woerkshep
was to come up with a fermula fer the unity. The werkshep
was open to all members of the twe erganisations, It was
attended by sixty UWO members from all branches except
Stellenbosch and Worcester, and by ten WFO members frem all
branches., The members had an open mandate te jarticipate in

the discussion en the basis of branch discussion.

The workshep took twe decisions:

1, to held a Jjeint conference early in June

2, to cheose, by a show ef hands at that joint conference,
the name of the united organisation, The only two
proposals to be put to the conference were 'United
Women's Organisatinn' and 'Western Cape Women's

Organisation’',

The meeting of UWO and WFO Executives on 30 May 1984, to plan
the Jjoint conference, was attended by the UDF National
Sectvatary, Publifelly Secreatary and Lthe lleglanal Secrelary,
The WFO ruised a matter before proceeding with the agenda,
They reported that they were mandated to get that meet-

ing to decide to agreectoc go to the conference with one name
before WFO was prepared to go a joint conference., The
motivatien for this was that WFO felt that it will be impertant
to avoid conflict at the conference.

The meeting agreed that:

l. The Jjointly agreed on democratic procedure for deciding

on the name could not be overthrown,
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2, Ne Executive could npgree to change the name of their
orranisation, This could only be done by the membership
at a conference,

Wommn's Front Organisaotion agreed to the request made by the

UDF National officials that they po back to their membership

to re-discuss the matter aned abiede by a decision already

taken. WFO aprced to trecat the matter as urpgent and to
catnct UWO as soon as they were ready toge to the joint

conference.

The meeting supported the UWO request that they hold their
own UW0 conference so that their work could go forware,

U0 had tken functionally unconstitutionally for three months
by postponing their confercence in the interest of unity.

The doors were left open for WFO to attend that conference if
they could resolve the matter with their membership by then,
It this was possible, a joint conference would be held later

at a time suitable to both eorganisations.

During July, in reply to UW0O questions, the WFO =said that they
had not yet resolved the matter, Finally in the sccond weck

of August, the WFO replieed to UWO that they had decided to keep
to their earlier position that the Wdecision on the name should

be taken before the joint conference could take place.

This report was presented to and accepted by UDF GC Western
Cape on Saturday 6 October. 1t was endorscd by the Executives

of both UWO and ¥FOQO,

Signed on bchalf of the UDF(WC) Execcutive, by:

19 Cctober 1984
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RePuicy Or THE UNO/MPO COMMISSION o Y £SITS 70 BRANCHES

GIVEN TO THE JOINT UWO/WFO EXECUTIVES MEETINC HELD ON 25.j.§h

At the Joint Executives meeting on 3 March, the Commission,
consisting of 3 UWO, 3 WFO and the UDF WC regional secretary
iwas given the task to build unity amongst the branches eof
the two organisations, They set up meetings in every area’
where either the organisations had branches, There were two
aims of the visits, The Commission wanted to hear how the
members hip of both erganisation felt about the unity, It
alse wanted to gather information about the structure and
size of the two organisations so that the practicala arrange-

ments for unity could be made,

The followins meetings were held:
10.3.84 KTC and New Crossroads branches: 16 UWO members, one
apology from WFO,

11.3.84 Nyanga: 4 UWO, 19 WFO

13.3.84 Langa: 10 UWO

14,3.84 Worcester: 12 U¥O

15.3.84 Gardens, Kensington, Observatory, Woodstock, Athlone,
Claremont, Wynberg: 28 UWO, one UWO apology

18.3.84 Guguletu and Nyanga Extension: 24 UWO, 3 WFO

20,3,84 Paarl 23 UW0O,1 WFO

22,3,84 Stellenbosch 8 UWO

Total number of members seen: 125 UWO 23 WFO

All branches reported that they were happy about unity. The

unity encouraged some clder women who had sat down because of

the split, The following questions were raised by the Commission

members, The members accepted the answers,

Question 1, Are we going to have one erganisation or two
srganis,tions which work together ?

Question 2, Are we going to have one name or two ?

Question 3. How are we going to work from new on ?

Question 4, Hew are the sub committees of the two organisations

going to work ?
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All ef these four questions were referred te
the joint workshop on 5 May so that the members
of both organisations coculd decide.
Question 5, What abeut UWO conference ?
(The UWO agreed to pestpene their conference from
from 3 April 1984 in the hope that it would be
pessible to hoeld & Joint conference.)
Quetion 6. What happens to UWO branch activities ?
(Branches of both erganisations were encouraged
te continue their work.)
All of: the branches were waited to knew what the future stages
¢f bullding unity were., The Cemmission propesed:
Stage 2: Joint werk for the Federation Anniversary Rally
Stage 3: Jeint membership werkshep to discuss the structures
of a frent, federation and erganisations and
decide on the most useful structure.

The Commission puts that preposal te the meeting for discussioen,
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IKHWEDO LITVALA MAKHOSIKAZI!
TR e

Bom=ma, makhcsikszzi, zintombil zokla“ca oluntsundu utizo luthi:
Umanyano ngamzndla. Lo ngunyeke emi nyakonl, n.unyaka onzeze
ufane ulibzleke kwimbali yelizwe lekowetihu. La ngunyaka “wabafzzi
(TH% YZAR CF "0O+EN).

é)
0?_

Makhosikazi kuwo 1o nyaxa unbutho wabomama iFederation of South
Africzn Wezer ibisgcivcs anashuzni amataathu eminyzka iphila; kwakhona.
kuwo 1o nyakz ziye zavuleka iingcango zentilongo larhuma 1gorha-
kzzi uDcrothy iyembe owayeszkubza edontsa iminyzksz elishumi
elinesihlznu entilongweni, futhi kuzo ezl nitsuku besikhumcula elo
langa libaluleke kzhkulu apho amaqhﬂwekazl angamashumi amabini ama-
waka arhikisa lo mtiietho wokubz zbzntu abascyl kununba bezizighu,
bona bakwazi ukubz bzhl:ngane phantsi kwalo ofisi ye Union Buildings
ePitoli besithi "unotshe sidiniwe AK:ZaPaSi, sikubcnile okwenzeke
ruwo z2macoda ethu nrenxa yzla mapasi nsoko ke kuthl soze kwenzeke
oko" loo mhla ke ngumhla we 9th ka Agasti.

Bomama, makhosikazi zbafzzi ab ntsundu ngotona bapnilu eyona ntlalo
ibuhlungu phzntsi kwulo runulumente wocalu-czlulo. Abafazi aba-
ngabsebenzi bzthi bayive kekhulu le dyokwe, isimo avzsebeazza phz-
ntsi kwaso sibuhlungu ukunti imivuzo isezantsl, bathi bephuma

kuyo loo ndlela ibuhlungu yomgesni kube kufunekile ukubta zphinde
azokumza ekhizyeni lakhe elungiseleza usarho. Zininzi nezinye

izinto ezitni zisichaphazele singabzafazi ngoko ke bomemna. ukhonsz
unbutho wethu iUWO masiyijoyine silwe phaatsi kw-yo.

Ab-ntw nz bethu bayzbulnwa, anax:biso okutyaz ayenyuka, iirente,
iilokisri zethu 21snbunny-meni kodws kukho ab:rntu ab:stni bunele
thina nditsho abanozogw.nz be-COMMU-ITY COUNCIL" suk2 apho basi-
bulalelle =zbantwwnz bsthu njengaso esi sihelegu sehle apha
kuKomani kodwa nzye lowo usenzileyo zkssindonza.

Bomama, bafazi masimenyzne ukun_evzni okuphakathi kwethu maku-
phele, utshzba lwethu lunye nzoko ke natni masibebunye sibe
yimbumbsz,

WATIINT'ABAFAZT

WATAITHT ' IMP KOTH0
UZAKUTA

Kuwo lo nykka wabafazi bomanz makucace icalz, inxaxieba ethi
ithatyathwe ngznakhosikiazil emzabelozweni ibaluleke kekhulu,
Joyinani imibutno yzozntu zikhona i-UDF neminye.
PHAMRILI NOMDIUTHO WAROMAA!

MATTYANO NGAMAYDLA!!

PHAMBTLI NCYHLA Y= ATGUST 9th

Yy

e
PHILA NGONAZPHLKADE UWO!!
VICORTY OR DELTH, WE S7ALL WIN!!!!
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A CALL TO WOMEN

Mothers, women, daughters of the Black nation the call
says/is: Unity is strength. This is the year (great
year). 1t is the year that must not be forgotten in the
history of our country. This is the year of the women.

Women this year, the Federation of South African Women
completes 30 years of existance; During this year doors
of prison opened, the heroine Dorothy Nyembe came out.
She had been imprisoned for 15 years. Again during
these days we remember the important day on which 20 000
women protested against the carrying of passes. They
managed to gather at the Union Buildings in Pretoria.
They said "Never, we are tired of the passes, we have
seen what happened to our husbands because of passes
therefore, this cannot happen again'". This day is the
9th of August.

Mothers, women, Black women we are suffering under this
discriminatory Government. Working women feel the yoke
heavily, the conditions under which they labour are
painful yet the salaries are low, When they come from
those conditions of employer they have to labour at her
home preparing for the family. These are many things
which affect us as women, therefore mothers UWO is our
organisation, let us join it and fight under it.

Our children are getting killed, food prices are
escalating, the rents, our township are in darkness, yet
there are people who call themselves our
representatives, I mean the dummy - of community
council. From there they kill our children like a
terrible thing that happened here in Queenstown but
he/she who did it has not escaped.

Mothers, women let us unite, the misunderstandings
amongst us must come to an end. We have a common enemy,
therefore let us unite and be one.

You touched women,
You touched the rock,
You shall die.

Mothers in this year of the women let the stand be
clear; the participation of women in our struggles is
very important, join peoples organisations, the UDF and
others are there.

Forward with Womens' Organisation!

Unity is strength!!

Forward with the occasion of August 9th!!!
Long live UWO!!!!

Victory or death, We shall win!!!
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WOMENS FRONT
ORGANISATION

\bren

WOMEN IN THE STRUGGLE

The emergence of women's organisations in cur
countxy had demonstratecd the power anc strength of
women in the strugole for liberation =ga3inst cpp-
ression and exploitation. Yomen are becoming in-
creasingly more active in the struggle of the pprrln
They have risen to stand united against tne pess
laws, high rents, 5.5.7., lack of Antenatal facili-
ties and forced removals. The woman's place is no
more in the kitchen. -

Last year in November, the apartheid regime called
upcn people of Nyanga, Guguletu, Langs, “”ekupwl
and other areas to vote for the dummy ccmmun’ty
council and peorle did mot go. What have they done
since them? demolish our houses, asked mongy frcom
the people to celebrate their apartheid victory

and enforcing people to Khayelitsha by demolishing
our shacks.

Housing/y

This will still remain a crying need as long as
have no say in their country. Th2 tomen's Tront
Organisation called a residents mesting after
people were issued with notices to demolish their
back-yard shacks - in June. The people decided

WATHINTABAFAZI WATHINT {MBOKOTHO
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YANGA: PEOPLE WERE REPLIED BY TEARGAS
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VUKANI!

Newsletter of the Federation of South African Women

Pio KT 07

TSOGANG BASADI

August 1984

WE CALL our women wherever vou
may be. In Sowew, Eldorade Park.
Lenasia and the Vaal. in the cities and
towns. in rural and urban arcas. We call
women on the furms. in the factories und
in the kitchens. In schools and hospitals.
churches. mosques and temples.

We call women from Magopa to
Driefontein and all areas under threat ol
removal. )

Women we call vou in all organisations
to. raise vour voices high against Botha's
New Deul. .

A deal which will divide families,
moather from child. African from Indian
and Coloured. A deal which will force
our coloured and !ndian brothers to fight
for Apartheid.

Why should bruther be forced to fight
brother?

PW Botha says this is the time for
change in South Africa.

‘We fight for

‘NO to- GST

EN

-and high prices

NO to forced removals

NO to Botha's new deal

But we only see higher prices and
General Sales Tax. We sce the new tax
laws which will force married women to
pay more taxes.

We see no creches and playgrounds for
our children.

Many women work in the kitchens of
the rich people. They are paid the lowest
wages because they are ‘illegals’.

Every day-thousuands are -hounded and
arrested and locked up in jails for not
carrying a dompas.

Women are sent back to the hardship
and suffering of the ‘homelands’ where

there is no work and no food. Where the
children dying on the barren land.
Becuuse the government says there is no
room for them in the land of their birth.

Now Koornhof's new bills will make
these pass laws worse.

As wives and mothers it falls on us to
muke small wages stretch a long way. It

is we who feel the cries of our children
when they are hungry and sick.

Coloured and Indiun women are being
told to vane for Botha's Apartheid parlia-
ments. We call on them to say NO to
Botha's New Deal. We cannou forsake
our African sisters,

We cunnot be part of making Botha's
plans work. We join the UDF in its cam-
paign against the constitution.

Women of South Africa! Fedsaw is
celebrating its 30th birthddy. On August
Y we are celebrating National Womens
Day — the day when 20000 women
ma .hed to Pretoria to demand the
abolition of passes.

I his year on August 9 we call women
to unite and fight Botha’s New Deal.

From Durban to Cape Town, from the
Eastern Cape and the Border to the
Iransvaal the voice of women will be
heard.

our children’

Printed by Shams Printers Benoni.
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VAAL WOMEN

‘OUR women face problems of high
prices and rents. Vhere are no child cuee
facilities in our arca. We orgar. se
women around problems which affect

them in their daily lives”, suid a member.

of the Vaal Womens Group,

Women in the Vaal area are organising
women against high prices. Yhey hine
started & procery club. Each member
pays a small amount eich month.

the groceries are bought in bulk and
are cheaper than in shops. o this way
they are able (o save on food bills.

the Vaal women hope to start a child
minding scheme. Many women ittend
classes 1o learn (0 read and wrile.

‘We ulso speak to women in other
nganisiations, such as the churches. We
work with the Vaul Civic Association.
This is important because our problems
are one.’

ZAKENI WOMEN

WOMEN from all areas in the Transvam
celebrated Fedsaw's 30th birthday in
Mameloedi.

A brass band welcomed the women
intc the township. Mrs Nyembe,
released from jail after 15 ycars was
given 8 heroine’s welcome.

This celebration was made possible by
the hard work of the Zakeni Womens

B Women's organisations are fighting
high rents

Group. We say ‘Mukabongwe
Amakosikasi',

the Zakeni Womens Group started
with five members. loday they are
proud that their membership is growing
— 43 women have joined the group.

Vhe women in Pretoria are busy trying
to organise women into one group, with
members from Auteridgeville,
Mabopiune and Soshanguve.

CORONATIONVILLE

NEWCLARE,
BOSMONT, WOMEN

111S group was launched in May this
year. Its mandate is to coordinate
womens issues. It is laking up of high
rents. high hospital  tarifis and drug
abuse.

Presently they arce involved with the
Anti PC in making people aware of the
evils of the new constitution and en-
couraging them not to voie for Bolha's
New Deal.

AZASO WOMEN

AZASO has been mobilising women stu-
deats at the universities and the training
colleges.

Al Medunsa the womens group has
shout 80 members. They are educating
women around issucs like pass laws and
nflux control, abowt womens triple op-

pression. und that no struggle can be suc-
cessful if women are still oppressed.

the women al Medunsa are medical
students, so they are planning to do
health care work in Winterveld. They
held a jumble sale to help the ncedy
there.

Women at Yurfloop university have
formed a womens group. They have
taken up problems of living conditions
on campus — poor uccomodation ayd
food and students’ heaith. )

They are also cducating fellow students
10 be aware that the cleaners on campus
are their mothers and should be treated
as such.

They have also done good work fpr

TRANSVAAL
WOMEN
SPEAK OUT

Women in the Transvaal are joining hands again after
many years of silence. From the distant corners of the
highveld to the rich cities of Johannesburg, women
are otganising once again. Women, we need to organise
ourselves to fight for our rights and the rights of all our
people. On this page our women speak...

B Women reject Botha's New Desl

Fedsaw, and held a welcoming rally for
MaDorothy Nyembe when she was
released from prison.

JOBURG WOMEN

SINCE 1980 whitc women have been
mecting in small groups of between five
and ten women.
.Some of these groups are reading
groups. other discussion groups and
others wrile articles on women.
Occasionally they come together on an
informal basis to exchange information
on what the smaller groups have been
doing and to discuss whal womens
groups are doing in other communities.

LENASIA WOMEN

"WOMEN Against The Constitution’ is a
group of women in Lenasia who reject
Bothas New Deal. .

they are orgianising under the banner
of the Iransvaal Indian Congress. *Our
women are more than 50 percent of the
population. We necd to hear their voices
in this campaign’. said a T1C speakerat a
meeling recently.

The Lenuasia women are speaking to
their necighbours #nd fricids. They are
speaking Lo pensioners. Vhuy are calling
on Indian and Coloured womens not to
vote for Botha's new pariiaments.

RURAL WOMEN

*WE represent women in the bushes. We
are forgotten as il we do 1ot exist.

*We are toiling hard on the farms of the
rich farmers in ¥ zancen in the Nothern
Vransvaal. While we are 1oiling on the
rich land, producing bana-ias, mangoes
and avocadoes, our children are starv-
ing.”

‘We wake up at four in t] ¢ morning as
if we are donkeys. But we get no pay.”

*Our husbands and the fithers of our
children are working on the richest
mines of our country. But heir children
are a pitiful sight. We are forced 10 look
after our children alone.

*Our women are oppress:d by custom

& Women bear & big burden in the

townships

and culture. By a system of exploitation
of which they are not aware.”

Ihese were the words ol Tshepo
Khumbane from 1zancen.

Pictersburg women are uorganising
vegetible clubs.

SOWETO WOMEN
SOWE 10 women protested against high
prices and Genera) Sales lax,

‘We don’t want taxation withowt
representution’, said one of the placards.

Ihe Sowelo Womens Group was:
taunched on July 1 this year. Mrs Sisulu
called on women 1o be orginised in
Soweto.

Soweto women spoke of the many
problems which they lace — high rents
und school Tees, clectricity and buslare
increases, the arrest of husbands, Tathers
und children.

‘Because of all these problems,
womens are the first ones to take action.
Women must be in the forefront of the
struggle in our country’, said Mrs
Mlangeni, newly clected chaimerson of
the group.

The women have also held meetings on
health, religion and nutrition. Yhey have
raised funds hy holding cake and juimble
sales. Now they are organising a butk
buying grocery club.

Mothers are worsied about the educa-
tion of their children. *We must fight lor
the rights of our children’, they say.
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WOMEN'

RALLY

Methodist Church
Hall, Pritchard Str

woMEM AGAINST 3
BOTHAS NEW DEAL

30 Fighti

THE PASS Laws are afiong the most kated
dnd despised of il the Apartheid laws.

lt was opposition to these laws that led to
one of the biggest mass demonstrations in our
history.

On that day, August 9, 1956, 20000 women
marched to the government's headquarters

— the Union Buildings in Pretoria. They-

demanded that pass laws be abolished.

Vhe news of the protests spread to every
corner of South Africa. They struck fear into
the hearts of the apurtheid rulers. But
brought joy to the millions of people who suf-
fered daily under the upartheid laws.

August 9 became known as National
Womens Day and every year since then peo-
ple have celebrated the day. And women's
organisations today have been inspired by the
courage and determination of those women

But the 20000 women who came (rom all
over the country did not amive at the
demonstration by chance. The day was suc-
cessful because the women were organised
and united.

lhis was through the efforts of all the
womens organisations which were part of
Fedsaw (the Federation of South African
Women)

Fedsaw begins

Fedsaw was formed in 1954 at a time when
women were facing more and more
hardships.

In 1952 the government introduced a new
law 1o force African women 1o carry passes.

At that time thousands of men and women
were uniting in organisations to fight the
government. They wanted to improve their
conditions and express their political aspira-

nons.

Women were active in the Congress
Alliance in the African National Congress
Womens League, the Indian Congress, the
Coloured Peoples Congress, and the
Congress of Democrats.

Women also formed small organisations in
different areas, like the Womens Food Corm.-
mittees. the Cape Housewives League, and
were members of trade unions like the
African Food and Canning Workers Union.

Vhey came together in 1954 to form Fed-
suw. Fedsaw was an umbrella body with these
orzanisations affiliated to it. So the women
members of the afMiliated organisations were
part of Fedsaw.

Women's Cﬁarter

From the sant Fedsaw drew up the
Women's Charter which put. forward
women's demands.

At time when the Apartheid government
wus making laws to divide people along rucial
lines. Fedsuaw was uniting women of all races.

Fedsaw aimed to strengthen womens sec-
tions of the Congress Movement, trade un-
ions. and other organisations and to bring
them together in joint activity.

It also aimed to work for the removal of
race. class and sex discrinunation, and to
strive fc. a genuine South African
democracy.

he biggest campaign run by Fedsaw was
the anti-pass campaign. But it also took up
other day to day problems of women in their
different areus.

Some of these included:
®opposing rent, busfare und train increases
@®fighting forced removals under the Group

Areas Act. in Cape Town, Sophiatown and in
Natal. '
®protesting against the Bantu Education Act,
and helping run alternative schools until the
government made this illegal.

@demanding better township facilities — bet-
ter street lighting. proper toilets. creches and
maternity homes.

No to passes

Vhe faws to force African women to carry
puasses were passed in 1952, but because of
massive resistance ii was not erforced im-
mediately.

Alot of the resistance to passes had been in
the cities where Fedsaw and the ANCWL
aere the strongest. So the government
started with the small towns and the farms.
sending their puss units there from 1956.

In 1957 sporadic and courageous resistance
spring up wherever the pass units went. Even
in these smalier areas many of the women
refused to take passes. Or they took passes
and then burnt them. for example in Zeerust.

The womens resistance continued to the
late fifties when the ANC also threw its
weight behind the campaign.

From the start the government responded
to the resistance by jailing people and trying
to intimidate them. But in March 1960 at
Sharpeville and Langa police opened fire and
muny people were killed. A state of
emergency was declared and the ANC and
the PAC were banned.

Fedsaw was not banned and continued to
organise women. trying to set up small
womens organisations. But after 1961 it could
no longer function. Until today...

August 9th is National Women’'s Day

- Issued by Federation of South African Women,
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1. INTROODUCTION.

It was the first of its kind to be ataged in Soweto although
for the whole Reef Arsa. Women came from Lhe West Rand and

the €ast Rand and the Johannesburg area with its attached town-
ships. Some men sleo joined in. Both women and men together.
More than fifty (50) of them.

They were woment of all walks of 1ife and classes representatives
of all various communities (Although restricted and limited by
apartheid laws in the form of permits, etc.) Most of the women's
groups were present. Even Youth Organizations, Civic Orgeniza-
tions, etc.

As reported in the December issue of "1.C.T, News" it was "a
belated but a timely trigger to relieve the women of their
years of anger and frustrations”

It was & "chance to articulate their world of psin and suffering
«sessthe message..."WE ARE THE MOST OPPRESSED IN ANY SOCIETY ONE
CAN THINK OF IN THIS WORLO. IF IT IS AN GPPRESSIVE SOCIETY LIEKE
THE ONE IN SOUTH AFRICA THEN WE RECEIVE A DOUBLE SHARE'

2. RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS AT THE SEMINAR.

2.1 Upening Remarks:

The Rev. Bonganjalo Goba started the Seminar by preyer and
Rev, Frank Chikane explained how the Seminar was planned,
the Invitation behind it and the willingness of the I.C.T.
to facilitate programmes in this reqard from which feminist
theology can be developed and the link between women's
struggle and the broad struggle for liberation in South
Africa. He then welcomed participants to be free to do
their thing.

2.2 Ws. Hosala addressed the meeting on the Theme: Women and
Theology and the relevancy of the Bible on women's struggle.
eading the ©Bible and practicing it beyond the word. That

is the interpretation must be in such a way that what ever
importance the word contains must be done as relevant as

it should bhe. It must not be abstract or said in a vacuum,
it must not be a pie in the sky type of a thing. A slide
vwas shawn on the couple which is in love, making promises
betwenan each other. #oth the parties are Involved in mutual
understanding. They share all that they love together as a
family unit, 1[It is therefore impoctant for women to realise
the love that God has for all human beings regardless of co-
lour, race, sex or creed. It therefore becomes important for
women to stand their grounds as women and they too should
respond to thelr aituations as it deems Fit.

It seemed therefore that women are but their own oppressors.
This implies that if women dont fight to free themselves from
this self created cocoon of oppression, they will never make

it for the broader struggle focr liberation of the whole nation.

2.3 Rev. Constable on Re-reading the Bible: As a woman priest,
Rev. Constable showed infact the practical reasons for women
to get themselves involved,largely not for competition but

for the simple regson- that they
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too sre able. Women should unconditionally sccept their
conditions. Make no exuses for being a woman.

Assert her position ss an image of God. The Bible has
elways teught the women to love their husbends submissively,
that should not be the cese husbands should equally love
their wives. Stress on involvement in sction not only in
words. Objective papers or Bible reading should reach more
women in the church. Women have slwaye shown pessivity,
Women dont go forwerd to challenge and teke up whatever
thing faces them. Then Rev. Constable stated how she has
maneged to overcame situetions where she found herself
leading male meetings.

She has been sble to legad female congregastions into resli-
z2ing themselves, that they are able to do things on their
own, eble to do whatever work, and do it the best.

Sister Bernerd. A peper covering the women in
vaerious countries (Internationally). She referred
charter of women, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and internationel convents on Humen Rights.

She 8slso dealt with internstional solidarity with
women in South Africa. It was importent therefore

for women . in South Africa to do practicslly ever)thing
within their powers to fight for their libersation,

and the liberstion of man-kind in this country.

Women muat be final judges of their destinations. Only |if
women ere liberated will there be s just society. Know the
oppressor and the liberal the latter mesning lesbian femini-
sm of women fighting sgeinst men. - Which is largely a system
mainteined in the Western Countries. - Thie is not equivalent
to the Third ¥World Yomen's Liberation, which infact stresses
the freedom aof women fram exploitation, oppression snd seg-
regation on the beses of lsbour end sex.

QUESTIONS FOR THE GROUP DISCUSSIONS

1. How do we handle problematic pessages in scripture.

2. 1s it possible to separate tradition, culture or
custom from the word of God, both in church end society.

3. Crystalise the various levels of oppression of women
in South Africe.

House broke into five groups to discuss all three questions.

REPORT BACK

After repeo-~ts were discussed the following were noted:

(1) Point erose, or & question which is most oimportent which
should be discussed by women snd slways not be forgotten,
thet isjlLiberstion of Women and their rdlationship with
the struggle in broader perspective,the on going struggle
of humaen justice and Democratic South Africs.
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(2) wWomen in the whole of the World sre pledging
solidarity with women in South Africa, what do
women in South Africe do in order to fight this
oppression to the bitter end.

(3) ¥Women should chellenge the blasck theologian males
and link the feminist struggle revelantly with
theology.

(4) Suggestions: Women should be able to neme those
oppressions, then decide what to do about them.
Each et a time bring them to knowledge of men/
husbands. Start strongly with the domestic and
social problems.

2.7 Me. Shange sddressed the Seminer on "Self Identity
and the liberstion of self". She emphssised that
women must discover who they are before they cen be
liberststed. She celled women no to be ashamed of
themselves or be apsthetic in the fsce of their oppression
and never let themselves to be down trodden.

Vomen were called to confront God with their ferlings
about their oppression., That Lod crested them. Question
God about the degree of "Free ¥ill" women have. "How free
is this free will". She reminded the gethering of the
plight of Mary, the mother of Jesus. Thst after she had
conceived of the Holy Spirit Joseph wanted to leave her
quietly. ©Out the Angel of the Lord sppeared to him end
said "This is the King".

She dealt with the images of women potreyed in the Dible
snd questioned those who potrayed them and their backgr-
ound. She also called on women to transform this image
and build the right image of women and their role in the
church,

She aleo dealt with the nociel system that dehumanize
women and sexusl oppression by men. Strategies have to
be developed to dismandle these systemo, structures sand
traditions,

Vomen must not fear emoncipation but must claim their
right in society.
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2.8 PLENARY:
The house felt that e few things should e done.
1. More Seminars to be held.
2. Look into the purpose of the “Manyeno"

3. Heve enough resding material on the Bible, handouts
on Bible's teaching.

4. A task force should be formed to create consistency.

5. Present Planning Committee should continue to work
on this report.

6., Expand ourselves by contacting yet other wamen,

2.9 NAHES OF VOLUNTEERS.

1, Mrs. Valentis Khumalo
2, MWs Benny Monama

3. Mrs. Ohara Diseko

4. Ms. Ann Letseba

5. Ms. Lindi Hyeza

2.10 PRESENTATIONS:

The following presentations were made:

FEDSAMW t by Mrs. Mlengeni (APPENDIX A)
DWEP ' by Lolo Tabene (APPENDIX B)’
YWNCA : by Mrs. Sepenya (APPENDIX C)

3.PAPERS

The pepers of Rev. M, Constsble, Sister Bernerd and Mres.
S. Mosale sre reproduced here without editting, whilst
Ms. V. Shang :'s address is sumarized in the minutes from
notes mede by secretaries.
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READING THE BIBLE ON THE POSITION OF WOMEN IN CHURCH AND SOCIETY.

Madem Cheirperson and my sisters in Christ. A little over a yesr

ego | was invited to eddress a group of 600 women in Hong Kong on the
euffering snd hopes of church women in S.A. It is in the period

of preparetions that I became aeware of this topicsl view of women

88 the suffering underdog, the flighty and irresponsible, the uncl-
ear, the vehicle for physical labour.

Thet women are universally delegeted an inferior position is clear:
That women are so utterly conditioned to accept this position is
evident: That many women are satisfied to accept this position is
obvious. But, the emerging interllectusl homemaker, active social
circles, the thinking working mother, is searching the scriptures
for enswers. She is feeling the pain of the bonds end is beginn-
ing to rear her head to sesert her position es one created image
of God.

Some of the ectuslities of oppression and suffering into which
women are conditioned in church and society esre as follows:

(a) 1In the fact of their fsith where some Christiasns even claim
thet God is anti-feminist. ‘On the other hand there are feminists
who ineist thet Christienity is anti-woman.

{b) There is also the deminiehed gauge that society pleces on home-
makers, or housewives' role as evidenced by the position of that
role under the lew snd its practice within the customsa of our people

(c) There is the practice of inequality 1in salary, lew, medicine
and journalism,

(d) There is the exploitstion of houveewives: sociely uses her as
an unpasid labourer.
(e) By marrisge she js treated es a minor,classified gs o child.

(f) In South Africa she is even subjected (or will be in the near
future) to e disadvantageous methcd of texstion with her husband.

(g) Actually, she loses status when she gets married.
Yet, if we re-read the Bible with regard to women,some of the foll-

owing facts emerae in interpreotaticn: These facts have begun to

emerge since the 1960's when research has been made into the rights
of women.

1. The Apostle Paul in Ephesians £ likens the position of the
woman and her husband to that of Christ and the church.

(1) He was humble in seceptence of those who were to eerve him-
He even washed the face of his disciples.
(i1) We read in Philippians 2 verue 8 ~ thet Christ humbled himself

(i11) When we resd the book of the prophet Hoses, we learn about
the submisaive love of the prophet in his marriage to Gomer,
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the harlot. We note Hoses's petience and faithfulness. To
my understending sll this symbolized God's love for Israel.

(iv) On reading Mett 16 verse 18 we lesrn that the church will be
s moving force for good in this world, going forwsrd so thet
the force of evil will not be able to stend or preveil. The
church is not stending still, propheting the status quo. It
is a force moving sgainst hatred and prejudice: egsinst
despair snd poverty and fear., The gospel of Jesus Christ is @
positive gospel; ® gospel of compession and caring, a gospel of
the love of God.

2. A liberated womsn is one who has expected the redemptive grece
and forgiveness of Jesus Christ and who knows that she is s whole
and 8 veluable person in the eyes of God. As a Christian that
has been my liberation.

3. The message of the entire Bible, and particularly the New Tesla-
ment when viewed as a whole, is the love end grace of God meni-
fested in Jesus Christ. 1The besis for Christisn reletionship,
then is not the law, it is love, its not rigid formuls, or a
balence of power: it is Jesus Christ.

4, To Biblicel Feminists mutuel submissjon in marriage is accepted.
(see Eph. 5 v 21+) wives have to submit to their husbands but
husbands are required to love their wives just as Christ loved
the church - "submissively" Christ gave up "equality with God"
and chose to take on humen form, submitting himself to death
on the cross (Phil., 23 6-8). He washed the feet of his disc-
iples, and in one post-resurrection appearance he even prepared
a meal for them (John 13: 3-17)

S. The domination tradition in which I have grown up 4s one which
hes opened up ¢']1 levels of church 1ife to women which is besed
upon the priestiicod of all believers - those who have chosen
Christ the living stones, being built into epiritual house to
be & holy priesthood, offering spirituel sacrifices acceptable
to God through Jesus Christ (Ref. Peter 2: v.5).

6. In seversl passages in the Gospel, the Love of God is compared
with that of a mother, even greester (Matt 23 v. 37).0 Jerusalenm,
Jerusslem,,.... how often would 1 have gsthered your children
together as & hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you
would not.

7. Someone had said that "At his derkest hour all of Jesus closest
friends deserted him". "No thy did'nt", come the reply. The
women did'nt desert him. (Women were first at the credle and
last at the cross: and slso first at the resurrection. They
were the ones who stood by es he did, and then went to tomb to
anoint his body. It was & world in which a woman's word was
held to be so worthless that it was not vaelid even in a court
of lew, and yet it wes to e women that Christ first revealed the
greatest event in history: the resurrection.

8., Why thie special devotion for Jesus that ie evidenced by women
time snd agein throughout the gospel? becsuse when others thought
women to be unclean, Jesus saw through to their faith and declered
them pure and spotlese;when others thought women to be good for
physical labour, Jesus saw them as three-dimensional thinking
beings, when others saw womsn as flighty end irresponsible Jesus
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saw them worthy of becoming greet.

Even todsy, when women sre not slweys valued es being full
snd whole human beings, what msy be the most unusual appes-
ling thing about Jesus is that he sees them as being just thet.

Allow me briefly a word on the Matriachs of the Bible:

(a) Deboreh: who emerged as & judge in lerael, during the
period of the judge. A woman determining right action for
others, without s man helping her make weighty decisions.

Her courtroom - s palm tree (Chap. &4 -9 of the book of judges.)
A woman known for her perception and wisdom. She must have

been 8 remarkeble woman to rise to such a position of hunour
end respect, especially in s day when women were normally
denominated by men. 1t was Deborah's leadership that resulted
in 8 breaking of the bonds of oppression.

(b) 1n paseing 1 would mention some more women whose achie-
vements spesk for themselves:

Sarsh, mother of a great nation. God gave the promise to Sersh
as well: In Genesis 17 v. 16 he seys: "I will bleass her, and
she shall be a mother of nations®”., We are entitled to effirm
ourselves as the "daughters of Sarah".

(c) What about Rshab: woman of faith, harlot from Jericho
who sew the grestness of God of Israel and aided his srmies
when they came into her land. {(Joshue 2) She is mentioned
twice in the New Testament as an example of great feith (Heb.
11 v. 31/Jemes 2tv.25) and she is listed in the geneslogy of
Jesus (Matt, 1l.v. 5)

(d) Abigail (1 Sam25) - @ woman of good understanding and of
beautiful countenace, known for her courage, wisdom and diplo-
macy. Imagine confronting an spproaching army that has first
been insulted by her husband! She prevented untold blcodshed.
The world could use a few more pescemakers like Abigail.

(e) There were others: Anne- Prophetess who worked in the
Temple and one of the first persuns to ecclaim Jesus ss the
Messiah (Luke 2! 36-38) Esther, Jewess who was queen of Persis
and who scted brevely to save her people from a plot to exter-
minate them: Joenna wive of Chuza who left her home to follow
Jesus during his earthly ministry (Luke 8: 3) Phoebe @ deaconess
end minister in the early church (Rom: 16: 1-2)

These women ere just 8 few illustretions of many women in the
Bible: women who always did not fit the norm. We need to look at
them, study them, get to know them, and identify with them. No, they
were'nt perfect, but considering the partriachal society in which
they lived, many of them lived emazingly liberated lives.

These women have much to offer us, and exist slongside the men in
the Bible as grest role models for our children and exsmples for
ouraelves. I am convinced thst encouraging greater recognition

of them will eerve to trengthen the fellowship within the church
and society. It will lead to heightened apprecistion for the
contributions thet women cen mako smong the men and to greater
sense of worth snd purpoes among the women,
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In todey's world when women sre¢ not slways valued as being
full and whole human beings, whet may be the most unusual
sppealing thing about Jesus is that he sees them as being.
Host smezing is thet in his eyes, regardless of the values
with which the world may judge women, Jesus esees them as
valued, importent worthwhile individueles.

REV. M. CONSTABLE
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WOMEN AND  THEOLOGY.

Church history begins when a few women set out to pay their lest respects
to their dear desd friend Jesus. It begins when, contrary to sll reason
and all hope, a fevw women identify thcmaélves with a nationesl traitor
snd do whet they consider to be right, what is their eyes squals aquality
of 1ife, viz, 1loving one who has sscrificed his 1ife, never abandoning
him sas dead. Church histery begins when Jasus comes to them, orents
them, lets them touch him just as he had touched and restored them in
their lives. Church histcr, beains v en the wrrar are told to share
with the men this experience, this life they nou comprehend, this life

thelr hands have touched.

This story ae told by Matthew is generally knoun as the [aster appsarance
of the womer but never as the beginning of Church history. Officislly,
church histery begins with the missfzn of the men apostles and, officially,
ve women sre not present or that occasafonr. Right up to the present time
many churches have traced their origin back to this apostolic succession.
Almost all the leaders of the churches aru male snd depend mostly on

males for their order snd their idees. In the process women's experiences
of Jesus have bsen forgotten — Jesus es s frisnd who shares thelr 1ife

end fs ever nesr them, » friend vho offers them wermth and tendernaess in
their lonelirsss and powerlessness. The feminist movement In the western
world hes given many women the ccurage to discover themselves, to express
egain their own religious experiunces, to read the Bible with fresh eyes
and to rediscover their originel snd distinctive role in the gospel. So
it must be understood thst for them feminism {s a movement deeply rooted
in the gospel.

In the last 15 ~ 20 ypars many croups have discovered that God ie on the
side of patriarchy. It was not christisnity that {ntroduced patriarchy
into the world. Petrisrchy le s very snci¢nt and widespread system of
male dominstion, Chrietienity proved incepsble of succassfully opposing
this esystem.

Indeed.ccecceccne
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Indeqd, quite esrly on, Christianity wes alresdy taken over by men end made
to serve pstrierchy. This had a crippling effect on its liberating potentisl,
as hes been perceived by theclogisns of hope, liberetion theclogians snd
politicel theologiens in other contexts when they discussed the ceptivity

of the church.

To~day women are once sgain setting out to discover 1ife, to enliven b1
that has been desd, to know Jesus as the one he once was for them. They are
seeking to liberate themselves from the patriarchal domination i+ which
their thinking was ‘ans for them es well as for ot%ers who were not fully
adult, They want tc free thereclies fr:- belnp treated like children, t2

be free from the tutelags which denies them any say at all, or sllows them
only & limited say, in socisty. They no longer want to accept the velues
imparted by the pstrisrchalworld system ~ either for themselves or for their

children or for society as a whols.

WHAT DO WOMEN WANT? 1 would like to take a little time to consider this
question, for many people even in the tturch are afraid of women. Men ere
afraid of women who could csuse thelir traditionsl roles to become ineecure.
There is & fear of any kind of radicalism which supposedly is not in harmony
with the love of Christ. What vomen vant is a new community In which those
with powsr begin to 1isten to those without power. A community where thers
are opportunities for the powerless to express themselves snd get organised.
A community in which pcwer is redistributed snd those in power learn to

give their power ~ for the eake of justice. They are sble to stand up

for all this passionstely and credibly becsuse they have firet hand
experience of whet it 1s 1like to be trested 1iis children, to be in tutelage,
without rights, to live a 1life second cless to that of the man, to give lifas
but to be sllowed to feshion it only within s limited domestic circle and

not in soclety as e whole.

What women want is 8 whole 1ife, one which embracss body, soul, and spirit,
no longer compartmentslized into private and public spheres: e 1ife,
moresover, which fille us with & trust and hope transcending biological
death.,

This may seem a hugs snd impossible utopien progremme. Easentislly it e
simply teking seriously what we reed in the prophet Iseish's visions of
peeace and in @ pert of what the apostle Peul once recognised in s flash
of inepiratfon -~ nemely, that in Chriet there 1e neither Jew nor Greek,
neither slave nor frees, neither male nor femsle.
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It s sleo the old vision of the women whith we find in the song of Marriam,
one of the oldest passages in the Bible t Trust in the God who has thrown
horse snd rider (today we may eay sex and dominatfon) into the ses.

This feminine tredition, which is found fn meny women's songs — of Hannah,
of Deborah, Judith and Mary's magniticat - and which hes slways been with
us, makes us keenly swere of wvhat is hsppening in thes world and what {s

going on within ourselves, in our bodies, in our soule, and in our epirit,

Women on the way to disccver 1ife
Women §n a church uhich iz firmly in masculine hads.

In vhich direzticn lice the vay?

Certainly sway from a patriachy in which women have been oppressed, silenced,
snd unable to spesk for themselves. Away too from the church with patriaschal
structures. Away from s god who wae alwsys tied to patrisrchy. For many

women,even among us, this deciajon has still to be made.

Mer vho wish to discover 1ife for themselves and ir community with uvomen must
sheke off the pressure of patriachy, as they; would scme nightmare end elfminate
these suppressions of true life, they ecquired during their socislisation
stage, o as to become full humsn beings. Patrierchy cuts the man into two
helves, It splits him into a subject, (consisting of resson end will) and

sn object (conafsting of hesrt, feelings and physical needs). He is to
identify himself with the former anc keep his distsnce from the latter. This
isclates the male and brings sbout a certaln self-hstred. This division in
the male is reflected and takes en aggressive form in the male subjugation
and domination of the suppoeedly “frail"™, "emotionsl™ woman, In this

manner both men end women are crippled as you all know thst oppression of

sny kind/form has two sides and f{t destroys humanity on theses two sides -

the oppressed person is robbed of humanity and the oppressor becomes an
inhyman monster. The apparsnt difference is only that one suffers in
consequence, wheress the other sppesrs to feel fine., On both side, however,
1iberstion from oppression ia badly needed,

Women to-day, therefore, should leed the wuy to e new community of women and
men. Ve need to discover whst cur life i = our 1ife ss women, our 1life in
solidsrity with women in the world who suffer ell kinds of discrimination,
our spiritual 1ife, our 1ife as christisn women, s 1ife we want to teke hold
of, fesl endure, change ~ ws have constantly come into collision with the
barriers of our christien tradition: our faith 1s the fafith of the "FATHERS"
our relfigloue testimonies are derived from aBible edited by the patrisrche
obviously to the exclusion of any female participstion.

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



~-12-

Cen Christian tredition offi: us eny help to extricate oursslves from this

halved 1ife? UWhere do the sources and motivstions exist for thie in terms

of our identity? uhat christisn tredition cen sccompsny snd support us on

the way to wholeness? What christien tradition cen slso help tha man to be
"whole" snd give him an identity other than that of & pstrierch?,

A new community can only maturs #nd bear fruit if women remain autonomous
hurar. beings. The ccntribution they can make to the community will not be

a vital and lively one unlese they retsin their singularity, specificity

aru distinctiverness ss women. The 1ife woner have tie~ lcocxing for and have
now rediscovered will only become everyone's common concern if tne} continue
to make it their cause., Many women in the church will find this particularly
hard to accept, for thby have got used to sacrificing themselves r‘adlly.
taking s back seat, it has become slmost second naturs to accept that this
is their christian 1ife style. Man find it hard because they have got used
to werking with women who are elways esger to help ana because of the pocer
that goes with man's officisl position in the church, men have turnaﬁ the
cause of Jesus Into a patriasrghy of love. Ue have to relearn what loving
means} we must have a love wﬁlch makes others mature instesd of smothering
them or glorifying them, e love which creates an srea in which there is no
domination.

BEANADCTTE 1. MOSALA
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ROLE OF WOMEN 1IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES (INTERNATIONALLY)

R R SR I EEEEICNEERE S S S 3 A SHIR TSR E XS ESSISSSTERXFIRESZ

"Womens' emancipation is therefore rebuilding society on
new foundations, freeing the initiative of women, integ-
rating them into decision-making and giving birth to the
new humanity®™,

INTRODUCTION

This is an historical moment in the life of concerned women in
Southern Africa, 1 am sure that we will look back and all say
that such are the things that made it possible for us to achieve
what we have., Jt is a co--itrment on our part to engage ourselves
and other concerned women in &all spheres of life in the struggle
for the ljberation of wor:zn,

Ue are mecting togetner i- tils context for tre first tine to
pool our ideas and efforts and to work out a strategy for the
emancipation of women in our concrete situwation..

The specific historical context that gives this seminar its im-
portance and slignificance can be assessed in three ways:

a) The oppression has gone on for too long for many
of us not to avoid being involved in ending it.

b) We have not serioc.tly looked at oppression as it
crushes women ano &lso, how we as women, percelve
our oppression,

c¢) We are called to involve ourselves in the liberation
struggle in order that all struggles against oppres-~
sion may succeed,

Although our primary concern is the local situation, we must also
pay attention to the important role that is played by international
solidarity in allgstruggles. (E,g. Concrete example: The struggle
of the exploited people and the solidarity of people who want to
build a new society is a decision to create favourable conditions
for the final liberation of all peoples)., For this reason it has
always been an important caondition for liberation movements to

have an international spirit, It is, therefore, our duty to
acquire that spirit, But I would like to emphasise this point:

We must be the finsl judges of our situation, and what it needs

for change. This means that we must make serious critical analysis
of our situation to enable us to accept only that which is useful
to us., We must discover the underlying principles in the strategies
and tactjcs that are mployed by other groups, Having discovered
these principles, we can then identify our friends, and join hands
with them in our struggle.

However, the struggle, locally and internationally, will not be
complete without the liberation of women., Internationally, a

just society means one thing, viz., we as women must also be
liberated. We as women have a different perception of the struggle
and 1ts root causes, Oppression affects us in a different way.

We know who the liberals are and who are our vicious oppressors.,
They, at times, may be different from the oppressors of men.

The fact that we are oppressed specifically as women has been
recognised even by the U.N. In 1967 the U,N, declered the

equality of women and men. This ties up with the other Declarations
such as the Charter, the Universal Declaration of Humsn Righta and
the international Covenants on Human Rights,
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In spite of what I have been saying about the importance of
international solidarity, international spirit, etc., we must
bear in mind that within that context there are major differences
j.e. first, second and third worlds. E.G.

- The first world has created the two worlds, in
econo-socio and piliticel terms, 1In creating
them (1st, 2nd world) it has enslaved us. In
other words it has not created, but §it also main-
tains 8 system that oppresses us,

~ To the liberal it is a matter of fact and there is
nothing wrong with it, and therefore, no real need
for change is called for. But we rust recoynise
this creation for what it really is, - oppressive,
2 hindrance to the liberation of humanity,

If there are differences such as meationed above, it therefore
means that the struggle of the women in these different worlds
cannot be the same. (I would though, to affirm that we are
working for total liberation of all himan beings - men, women

of the three worlds). Furthermore, some women in some parts of
the world have already organised themselves and can point to

some small gains, whereas in other parts, including ourselves,
women still have to orpanise themselves. For that reason I would
like to ask you not to make any co=parisons between othe:s and
ourselves, I make this request, not from any fear that cuch con-
parisons might bring humiliation upon the women of the third
world as the reasons and the differences are clear,

1 shall now focus on the basis of women's alienation in the
third world:

a; The system of exploitationg

b the ideological and cultural mechanisms of dominationg
c) the nature of antagonism;

d) the concrete steps that can be taken.

a) The system of exploitation

This is the starting point. To speak of the emancipation of
women is to openly admit that we are oppressed and explolited.
it is important to understand the basis of that oppression
and exploitation, The oppression of women is the result of
our exploitetion; oppression in society is always the result
of imcosed exploitation,

Colonialism jnvaded and occupied presentday third world
countries for the purpose of exploiting their wealth and
labour. In order to exploit them, in order to quell their
resistance to exploitation and prevent them frrm rebelling,
the system of oppression was introduced.

(1) Institutionalised oppression, which has manifested
its force over the centuries through the courts, the
police, the armed forces, imprisonment, torture and
massacres, designed to dismantle cultures and to
annihjilate the sense of justice and criticism,

(11) Spiritual oppression: through superstition and
fgnorance, designed to destroy the spirit of creative
injtiative, to reduce the individual to passivity and
make her/him accept their exploitative position.

Concrete example: There are 8 cluster of values embodied in this
persuasive oppression, of which without the internalisation of
them, this system cannot work, These values sre: financial
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profits rather than human needs, aggressive individualism rather
then integral humenism, competition rather than harmonious co-
operstion, hierarchic discipline rather than co-ordinated
participation, consumerism rather than asceticism, etc.

Persuasive oppression through value-crezating bodies such as

school[church.

Humiliation and contempt came into being in the process since he
who exploits and oppresses tends to humiliate and despise his
victims « regarding them as inherently inferior beings. Then
racism appeared as the supreme form of humiliation and contempt -
on land issues, being dispossessed and displaced - people become
pariahs in the land of their birth,

The mechanism of women's aljenation is identical to the -—echanics

of the alienation of the zalcnise mar in the co)l--ial e2cict,,

of the worker in a capitalist society. from the ni-ent €211y nan
started to produce pore than he consumed, the material foundations
were laid for the emergence of a stratum in society which would
appropriate the fruits of the majority's labour. This aopropriation
of the product of the masses' labour by a handful of people in
society is the epssence of the system of the exploitation of man by
man and the crux of the antagonistic contradiction which has divided
society for centuries., This tendency led to a bureaucratic dicta-
torship as cellective resoonsibility nas doomed tc this day, The
unleashing of this exploitative orocess, women as a whnle - like

men - were subjected to the dominatijon of the privilegec strata.

Women are also producers, and workers, but with special character-
istics. To possess women s to possess workers, i.e, unpaid
workers, whose entire labour power can be sppropriated by the

husband who is the lord end master, witbout resistance. In an
agrarian economy, marrying 8 woman was the essurance of great
wealth, Hence the important part played by polygamy in the rural
areas of a primitive agrarian economy.

Society, realising that women are a souice of wealth, de~anded

that a price be paid for them, thus the bride-price - LGBOLA -

was born. The woman is bought and inherited just like material
goods, or sources of wealth, But what is more important is that
compared to the slave, who is also a source of wealth and an un-
paid worker, the woman offers her owner two added advangages.

She is a source of pleasure and above all, she produces other
workers; she produces new sources of wealth, This last aspectl

is particularly significant, Soclety grants the husband the

right to repudiate his wife and demand the repayment of the lobola
should she prove barren, It can alsc be noted that in many
socleties mindful of the value of the labour power of the women's
children, it is a current practice for children to continue to
belong to the mother's clan or family, if the lobola - the purchase
price for this wealth is not paid, thus bringing an excessive em-
phasis on women's fertility and the transformation of the man-woman
relationship into the mere act of pro-creation,

A particular situation also emerged. Owing to this control over
the masses, the exploiter scquired vast riches, vast estates,
lerge herds of cattle, gold and jewels and so on, Yet despite
his wealth he was still mortal like other men. The question of
inheritance became crucisl, Women are then producers of heirs.

It is therefore clear that the exploitstion of women and their
consequent oppression starts in the system of private owndership

e mE bhm cmmmanr AF meadiiabltan e bbhn miicbce af cvaValbdbablon of wco-
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(b) The ideoclogical and cultural mechanisms of domination.

A society based on private owndership of the meens of pro-

duction, on the 3xploitatlon of man creates and imposes the
ideology and culture which uphold its value and ensure its

survival.

The economic exploitation of women, their transformation into
mere producers with no rights, at the service of their owners -
whether husband or father, factory owner, farmer, etc., required
the establishment of a corresponding ideology and culture,
together with an educational system to pass them on. Obviously,
this is not something which happens all at once, but a process
developed and refined over thousands of years of the society’s
existence, v

(i) Obscurijty was the beginning of the process. & generally
practiscd principle was Lo kee; women jn fgnorance o1 give
them only an essential minimum of education., Even today
flliteracy is higher among women, they are & minority in
schools, colleges, and universities, but are conversely the
ma jority of the population, :

(i1) Science was man's monopoly in the developed civilisations
of the past as In present capitalist societies of today.
Women were to be kept out of science, prevented from discover-
ing the society they had created, thus could never change it,
Obscurity and janorance go hand in hand with superstition and
oive rise to passivity and fear,

All superstitions find their most fertile soil among women,
because they are submerged in the greatest ignorance and
obscurity, In socleties some rites and ceremonies are the
main vehicles for the transmission of society's concept of
women'’s inferiority, and their subservience to men., 1t is
here too that countless myths and superstitions are propa-
gated with the express intention of destroying women's sense
of initiative and reducing them to lethargy.

(iii) Family education itself emphasises and reinforces women's
inferiority, Ffrom infancy the girl is brought up differently
from the boy and a feeling of subservience instilled into her.
None of this is surprising. Exploitative society promotes
the ideology, culture and education that serve its interests.
*It has done so with women and men of the third world., All
are deliberately kept in ignorance, obscurity and superstition
with a view to making them resigned to thelr position, of
instilling in them an attitude of passivity and servility.
Racism comes in to the woman and call her an inferior human
being by virtue of her sex. Women are creatures of short
ideas (in real terms, women never achieve adulthood).

The process of alienation reaches its peak when the exploited
person, reduced to total passivity, is no longer capable of
imagining that the possibility of liberation exists and in
turn becomes a tool for the propagation of the ideology of
resignation and passivity. It must be recognised that the
centuries-old subjugation of women has to e great extent
reduced them to a passive state, which prevents them from
even understanding their condition., The enemy that lives

in the mind is the toughest to destroy, for it demands a
radical change of values, sttitudes and behsviour,
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(c) The nature of antagonism

It is important to understand cerrectly the nature of the
contradictions involved, for only after understanding them
will we be in & position to define the target of our attack

and plen the appropriate strategy end tactics for our

struggle, UWe have seen that the basis of the domination of
women lies in the system of economic organisation of society,
private ouwnership of the means of production which necessarily
leads to the explojtation .of person by person. In other words,
it is the same as the contradiction between the working masses
end the exploitative social order.

We must be clear on this.point., The antagonistic contra-
diction is not between women and men, but betueen women and
the social order, between all exploited people, both women
and men, and the social order, The fact that they are ex-~
plojted explains why they are nat involved in 21l planning
and decision-making tasks in so:ziety, why they are excluded

from working out the concepts which govern the economic,
social, cultursl end political life, even when their interests
are directly affected and can make worthwhile endeavours. This
is the main feature of the contradiction: their exclusion from
the sphere of decision-making in society., UWomen's emancipation
is therefore rebuilding suclety on new foundation, freeing the
initiative of women, integrating them in decision-making,
giving birth to the new humanity., Apart from the antagonistic
contradiction between women and the socla)l order, other con-
tradictions of 8 secondary nature also arise between women and
men as 8 kind of reflex.

The marrisge system, maritsl suthority based solely on sex,
the frequent brutality of the husband and his consistent re-
refusal to treat his wife as an equel, are sources of frictjion
and contradiction. 1f not corrected, these secondary contra-
dictions may become more acute and produce more serious cpn-
sequences such as divorce, etc, However serious they may be,
these factors do not alter the nature of the contradiction.

It is important to stress this aspect, because we now see an
idological offensive taking place particularly in the capital-
ist world, in the guise of a woman's liberation struggle.
This ideologicsl offensive is an offensive by capitalism to
confuse women, divert their attention from the real target.
The aim seems to divert the attention, fir of woman, secondly
of man from the issue which is an oppressive social order,
The tesult is that men on one hand and women on the other

are engaged in e futile battle. Bear in mind that, I have
seid that some of these women's struggles come from secondary
contradictions, The fight for women's emancipation demands,
initially, the clerification of our ideas, Clarification is
imperative due to the incorrect fdess sbout the emancipation
of women,

a) Those who see emancipation as mechsnical equality between
men and women, This means that women and men do exactly
the same tasks, mechanically dividing their houshold
duties, e.g., if I wash dishes today, you must wash them
tomorrow. This says, we must have same right regardless
of the objective and subjective copdltions. This mechanical
concept of the liberation of women' leads to compleints and
sttitudes which utterly distort the mesning of women's
emancipation,
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what seems to be an emancipated woman in this mould is the one
who drinks, smokes, wears trousers and mini-skirts, who indulges
in sexual promiscuity, who refuses to have children, etc.

b) Others associate emancipation with the accumulstion of
diplomes, and particularly university degrees, which are

regarded as certificates of emancipation. Yet others think that

emancipation consists of achleving a certain economic, social

and culturel level, All these are wrong and superficial concepts,

Not one of them either gets to the heart of the problem of the

women's oppression,

‘The question is then, what is the underlying crisis which is
embodies in the above psuedo conceats (false ideas) of women's
emancipation?

We see small -anifestations of thi:z offensive appearingy among us,
Hore and the:s we hear women arumbling abcul men, as if the cause
of their explaitation lies in the zifference between the sexes,

as if men were sadistic monsters who derive pleasure from the
oppression of womenj; maybe some of them are, Men and women are
products and victims of the exploitative society which has created
and formed them, It is essentially against this society that men
and women should fight united. Just as there can be no change
without the liberation of women the struggle for women's emancipa-
tion cannot succeed without the victory of the men's liberation,

Concretely we should do the follouing:

1) UWe as women must clarify the wrong ideas about the women's
emancipation by intelligently analysing the basis of social,
economic, cultural and political levels, locally and inter-
nationally.

2) Destroy the myths of tribalism and regionalism to combat
fgnorance and superstition, which oppress us psychologically
and deprive us of jinitiative,

3) mobilise international public osinion §in favour of our
struggle and to express solidarity as South African women
and people with the liberation struglle of the women and
peaples of the whole world.

4) The last aspect is that of the relationship between men and
women, which-has been based on the alleged superiority of
man over woman, aimed at satisfying the male ego.

Our women's emancipation in practice must destroy the exploitatijve
society, advance the internal struggle, destroy our wrong ideas

and release our critical sense end creative initiative, 1In other
words, our commitment to the struggle will then be concrete action,
leading us to teke part in making decisions affecting our country's
future, In this way, women will gradually attain all levels of
planning, decision-making and implementation in organising the
affairs of children, in schools, factories, hospitals; the armed
forces, diplomacy, art, science, culture and so on,

concLusion

Women must unite. Unity §s the main weapon of the struggle, and

fts driving force, United women are celled "to uproot and to pull
doun, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant™ (Jer.1:10),
We must be slso aware that the pursuit of this call will meen:
"Kings, officials, the priest and the people will be against you."
(Jer. 1:18-19),

SISTER M, BERNARD
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4. NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS.

4.1 Rev, M. Constasble: Pestor of the Congregationsl
Church in Coronationville and post President of
the church,

4.2 Mrs. B. Mosalas: Director of Home and Famjily Life of the
South African Council of Churches.

4.3 Sister M, Bernard: Netional Field Organizer of Justice
and Reconcilistion, Catholic Church.

4.4 HNs. 1. Shange: National Field Yorker of Justice end
Reconciliation, Cetholic Church.
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PRESENTATION OF THE FEDERATION of
SOUTH AFRICAN WOMEN (FEDSAMW)

1. Historical Beckround
The Federstion of South Africen Women was formed in 1954 solely for the
purpose of Uniting ell existing Women's Orgenizations (then) to fight
against the oppression and exploitetion of women experienced by the

Women of this Country. The African Women have elways been victims of

these oppressions, the manifold oppression experienced by women is
worldwidely known and alweys condemned.

2. Activities of Fedssw and the August 1976 March to Union Building.
In all ite activities the FEDSAW hds been fighting egainst pess lews,
influx control lews, which sre sll instrumentsl to the division of
family unite, migratory lsbour, inferior eduction end food, snd rent
increments. We saw its strength through boycotts, such es bus

boycotts end rent increases boycotts.

Threghout its -ectivities the Fedsaw hss shown the dynamise end strength
that organized and united women wield. This was shown in the grest
wmarch of 9th August 1956 by 20000 Fedsaw womén to the Union Building

fgainst the introduction of passes for women.
Nevertheless Fedsaw was crippled by the banishmerit and bennings of jte
leadership. People 1ike Lilien Ngoyi, Albertima Sisulu, Helen Josephs,

Francis Basrd and Dorothy Nyembe and many others.

3. Revival of FEDSAW in 1976

Ouring the 1976 etudents uprisings it became evident to us that there was
@ need for @ women's orgsnisstion that would voice out the grievances of
of our community es women.

There was & clear need for resistance sgainst oppression thst affected
housewives directly, such ae rent incresments, food prices, so-called

compulsory education end many other things. These were realized, end could
only be overcome by the United Action of women in conjunction with other
orgenizstione.
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¥With this in mind 8 few concerned women ame together to try end
reorganize themgelves and the community. To do this we spproached

the old venguards of FEDSAW to draw on ktheir ei#rlencu and
together fight ogainst the evils of the spartheid system.
We then formed @ committee in Soweto snd our main thrust was rent

rives and eduction. 1In 1981 we successfully launched a rent boycott

which culminated in a very big demonstrstion outside the U.B.C.

&4, Expansion of the FEDSAW.

Subsiquently women's groups have been formed in Kegiso, Tzaneen, Daveyton,
Mamelodi, Attridgeville, Turfloop, Medunsa and Glyn Thomas House.

Inspite of our concerted effort to reorganize women we have often met with
resistance from many women, particularly in the churches. The main reasons
beeo fear of arrest and detention and because of the traditional attitude
and teachings of our various churches,women turn to ascribe our difficulties
to fete end the "will® of God. The Bible has mlweys been looked at very
1iterelly but not contaxtuslly in relation to the demands of our situation.

It becomes therefore important for us, 83 women gathered here to cemmit
ourselves into realiazing that our problems as women are social problems
that can be deslt with through collective sction. Women st home, in churhces,

at the factory and in all different sectors are infact s group in themselves,
which could come together and fight this oppression.

5. ¥here to find us ?

Federation of South Afriten*Womén
1c/o Mce. ‘Greta Ncaphai

1633 Dube Village

P.0. Dubs

1800
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S IRTITUTATICN &F SOILLNS SHRISTIAN AT300C0TION TT TUZ D3AUW
ftateddt o) cw etem dvUile ni.aoi. UL Ll U2 wwA_o oo T3a.Ld de.eveite

A Brief Histoery

The Y~Zh was started irn 3Sreat 3ritain im 1855 by !Irs Eoza Reberts azd
Laly idrnaird.

The wWerld YWIA wes ferzed ip 1294 by the Natiensl Asseclatiens ef Great
triteir, U.3.4., Iwedern and erway.

3outh Afric-

2

“h 5 end veg fer ozipr ruri o3 2vclusive]
vl

The rultireclal cezterct of the W24 camr2 zuch later wher '=s Nadie-tal)
Xuna %21 the foresijht to cerge the black lerzele cluls which were i

peraticg in the Trinsvaal witk the Y.JAS ef Durbar axl YFert Zlizsteth, !
‘“hich were origirally Zuropear. Temzele T.WIA of the Transvasl wss
feunded ir Sephiatewn or the 23th lMarch 1041,

N

"t rzeent there sra slw lesanlaticll:

1, Thz T03i06f th2 (L7.T, snioLortunre Juje.
2+ The 7T.2.. ¢f the Trarcaveal.

3, The letel-Jurtarn Y.J2A. *

4, Tge Tort Zlizabeth ar2 Zasterz Cape TUCA.
5. The TJC\ ef the Transkedi.

6. The Y~J4X of the Ziskel,

A1l these isseciatiors are affiliateld to the Jcuth ifricur Jeunczil ef
verid Affiliated T2, which ir tura 1s affiliat=d te the Verlld 7T.C..
iz Jcurzil celedrsted 1ts SOth Amnlversary in July ¢73%.

yYhe Are Ve?
(-ne YJACA serves the Cenmunity, witheut distinctien el Rsce, Natierallty,
er Religier.

- —eme 4
Py ¢1 IR PAR S

* Ao Zzuzaclesl levesent,
* i Vozer's loveoent,
* 3 World-wide levement - we werx in €5 Cruntries.

NEI12ERSIIF 48 epen Se wemen of all races, natieralities anl creeds.

¢ e stimulate in mexzbers a serse c¢f cltizership tased en Jiristiac
teaching

* 7ake actien »s agreed by full members as a ncn-party ergarisatier,

in gquestliens affecting wemer ard girls

* Ve ce-eperate with such other 'stienal and Irterpatienal Crzanisatien
25 may further the pelicy of the Associatien.
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The W3l 16 2 Volunteer Cr¢snisaticn.
Adorld YWIA wears Werld Fellewship.

To be u memdber of the Y.ZA crans belnZz 3 vitsl psrt ¢f o World lovemert
which brirce tegether weren ¢f a1l reces anid sges; unitirg their
strergtar te ccalev: & Wirdla <f kesce vith Ireedem, Dignity sild Justice.

Whet We Do

We bring peeple tegether ir

* Fellewchip

¢ Yeadership Trairnin; Jouvrscs axid
® Tjuzsn Rel: tienchip Srorscs
* e Luve inler.il
¢ Ted1ls drlaning o

b, TOlk=dodnz,y Ghrrioll fltlcus
B neV-]c...xt

® Jrestive and respernsible citizenship - sccozpanied Ty 1irdejerience
ard self-rcliance
“.® Veren's Righte
* Iiteracy, Putritien, Family Flanring znd Tapdicraft, especiaslly
ir. the rursl aress
* dMseurader-, Tl larcpcer, Tareley 2r 1 Zeuitaro,
e hive tie Jczaunity Sertros cre ik Jthewrsitur, ond ocne i lleelenteids.
Every year we erzarise the “erld Veek ef Fruyer.

In all thet we de, we Berve
Mirid

( Future I'lans

"o sre pcing tc eriunise

Ccurses tec lrﬂ'cte urders4sndint betweer zerents anl chil

rremete b.ci cenrunicsticn Latwser the rsces

* As = Veran's levenent ve Lera te sticulste Adceussion vrongst,
#ld creste Lew Rnowle e *r V.GWEL .,

Ye will try te change the 1life ¢f wemen in the field of:

Educytien

Public Life

The Church and Work
Fcendaic Indeperndence,

Share yeur time and lelsure with us amd werk with us en prejects ef
cemmen interest.
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WOMEN AGAINST

A UDF Alfiliste

Dear Friend

-

Twenty eight years ago today, women from all over the country
united to demonstrate to the world that South African women
were not prepared to sit back and allow the evils of apartheid
to take root and grow. Twenty thousand women, of all racial
groups, showed once and for all that women would refuse to
accept the oppresgsive system. We all know of and remember
their courageous march to Pretoria to show their hatred for
the Pass Laws.

Now we have the New Constitution, which does no more than to
give Apartheid a new face. Are we going to allow ourselves
to be duped into accepting this farce?! As mothers, wives,
ataters and friends, going to sit back and allow our loved
onea- to defend that evii and ug.y thing called Apartheid.-
that which goes against our moral and religious beliefs?

Can we find it in our hearts to condone Apartheid, in any
form?

Apartheid has brought us nothing but heartache. High rents
increased GST, no houses, forced removals, inadequate and
tnferior education - These plagus us constantly - New Deal
or not, these will not leave us .

We have to show our opposttion to this - to share our
problems with one another. We have to unite, as mothers,
sisters, wives and friends - we are the backbone and strength
of our community. We cannot sit back_and allow conscription
and all the other evils. We hav» to make a stand;

Women against the constitution is a group of women who want
to share their thoughts and problems with other women. We
would like to extend an invitation to you and your friends
to join us on Thursday evening, 9 August 1984, for a few
hours of poetry, songs and discuvssons

ﬁWb look foward to meeting you.

|

Yours in the struggle
thmen against the Constitution.
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WOMEN AGAINST THE CONSTITUTION
e e — "]

extend gn invitation to

Dates? Thursday, 9 August 1984

Time 8pm
Venue Jiswa Gentre, Suikerbos Street
Lenasta.

Refreshments will be gerved.

(I — —

T

We eannot pay the high rent

\‘ We eannot pay the increased GST

Our children have to go to gutter schools
There are no creches for our children M
We do not want our children to die for apartheid

Let us shdre our problems

Let us solve them together
Women, Untite

To fight for our rights
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(This document was drawn up in 1956 at a meeting of the
Women's Federation of South Africa.)

We, the women of South Africa, wives and mothers, working
women and housewives, Africans, Indians, European and Col-
oured, hereby declare our alm of striving for the removal
of &ll laws, regulations, conventions and customs that
discriminate against us a women, and that deprive us in
any vay of our inherent right to the advantages, responsi
bilities and opportunities and opportunities that soclety
offers to any one section of the population.

We women do not form a society separate from the men. There
is only one socliety, and it is made up of both women and
men. As women we share the problems and anxieties of our
m2n, and join hands with them to remove social evils and
obstacles to progress, Within this common soclety, however,
are laws and parctices that discriminate against women.
While we struggle against the social evils that affect men
and women alike; we are determined to struggle no less pur-
posefully against the things that work to the‘disadvantaqe
of our sex.

This organisation is formed fcr the purpose of uniting
women in common action for the removal of all political,
legal, economic and soclial disabilitlies. We shall strive
for the following :

* fThe right to vote without restriction or discrimination

* For the developwent of every child through free compul-~
sory education for all) for the protection of mother
and child

* The right to full employment opportunities !

Equal rights with men in relation to property, marriage
and children

* For the removal of all laws that restlict free movement
or the right of free association

To build and strengthen women's sections in the national
liberation movement

L]

To ¢o-operate with all other organisations that have
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WE NOTE with concern the support of the Thatcher and Redgan admini-
strations for the South African Government's Constitutional Proposals.

WE KNOW that the U.S. government is through its policy of constructive
engagements really only furthering its own economic interests in our
country at the expense of the well-being of our people.

This unashamed greed and callous support for this unpopular and
undemocratic government by the U.S. cannot stop us in our march toward:
freedom, this government cannot crush our resistance.

We know that the U.S. policy in our country is not an isolated inter-
vention but part of international action to protect their privileges
and investments.

We note with profound concern and anger the

* interventions in Chad and E1 Salvador to stop the struggles from
maturing to victory

* and in Nicaragua to destabilise and overthrow the legitimate
government of the peoples republic in Nicaragua

* and in Palestine to aid the massacre of the democratic struggle
of that people for control over their government and land under

the leadership of the P.L.O.

WE BELIEVE

1) that all foreign governments must recognise the right of other
people to live in a non-racial dempcratic country;

2) that those who claim *to believe in the noble ideals of democracy
have the obligation to support the just struggles of the S.A.

people.

NOW THEREFORE, this first National Conference of the UDF held at
Rocklands, Mitchell's Plain, Cape Town on 20 August 1983
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RESOLVES

1) to demand the immediate end to the U.S.-British Governments'
support for the South African Government;

2) to reject the policy of constructive engagement and demands
the immediate end to any support for the S.A. Government.
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