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'INUTES OF THE UDF N.E. C. MEETIN HELD ON 5AND 6 NOVEMBER .1983 AT THE 
JISWA CENTRE IN LENASIA,JORANNESBURG. 

I. PRESENT 

I. Oscar Mpetha 
2. Andrwe :Borain 
~· Cheryl Corolus 
4. Trevor Manual 
5· Prius Msotho 
6. Derrick Swart 
7. Bushy Maape 

/I 

B. Johnson Kgasu 
9· Yunus Mahommed -------····---· ·---·------------

-10. Zac Yacoob 
II. Mewa Ramgobin 
I2. Rev. Mcibisi Xundu 
I3. George Supersad.h 
I4. Musiuoa Lekota 
I5. Ram Saloogie 
I6. Cassim Saloogie 
I?. Mohamed Valli 
Il:S. Aubrey Mokoena 
I9. George Du Plessis 
20. Po_pQ__Molefe 
2I.~ 
22. Rintsa Siwisa 
23. Sabelo Ndzota 

2. APOLOGIES 

I. Albertina Sisulu 
2. Archie Gumede 
3. Hans Rlaletwa 
4. Christmas Tinto 
5. Joe Marks 
6. Joe Phahla 
1. Jerry Goovadia 
8. Mildred Lesia 
9. Vigil :Banhomme 

3. CORRESPONDENCE 

_______ .. ___ -------·----
________________ ., ___ ,_. ----·-.. -

___ ., ______ _ ·--- .... -------
---- ·-------------- .. --···--

3.I General secretary reported on correspondence received from 
Human Awareness, programs, Sals and Fosatu. 

3.2 It was noted that, the Trans - Africa Committee had not 
yet received a lette~ sent to them by the Publicity 
Secretary. 

3.3 It was agreed that the copy of the letter to Trans - Africa 
committee be made available to General Secretary. 

4• MINUTES 

Minutes read and adopted as true re·cord o-r prevt-os meeting. 

5.I MATTERS ARISING FROM 

Western Cape was in 
available to the O.F.S. 
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The geaeral aecretar7 waa instructed to a&ke a fellow up en the patronage 
iaaue of Bishop TUtu. 

The National Secretariat vaa aandated to oonaider the Kra. King'• scheduled 
visit to SA. and give reooaaendaticn on the aatter. 

5.I.2 SOKE TACTICAL QU3STIONS 

s.I.3 

It vaa atated that some question• auch aa the sharing of platfora 
with PFP member b7 the UDP representative in NATAL oould affect 
the unit7 of the front. Peelings were expressed that the matter 
should have been diacuaeecl. rtlia o·~hazo .,.;,5.t'-.,.~ 'ts!':=~.. _n~o ~:'!!:P!"~~Aad 
waa need for the UDF to be able to pice the right moment for certain 
ta.otioa. 

PAPER ON TBE FRON! 

A paper explaining a front waa presented. The H.E.C. recomaended 
the paper be improved to includes 

(a) Specific issues .uch as conditions leading to the foraation 
front. 

(b) Guidelines on the how to develop a common approach within 
the front. 

(c) Guidelines on the how to conduct ourselves at mass level. 

(d) How the UDF could be popularised and legitimatised. 

(e) Rev the front• worked in other countries. 

(f) Showiag of specific conditions that aake the UDF 
different froa other alliances. 

(,) Reopoaae to question• r&iaed about the UDF. 

(H) Aaaeament of whether the UDF has reached a stage of a 
tactical alliance. 

(i) Expla.ation of multi - claaa fronts. 

Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



5• I.4 OBJECTIVE CONDITIONS LEADING TO FOHKATION OF THE UDF 

A BIUEI' .ANALYSIS 

A briet anal7sia ot conditione leading to the toraation ot the 
tmr was g:1. ven. Also exSDined vas the ohange in the state. 
Attidute ~ovarda ~he UDF sino• the National launch in Auguat 
I983. This ohange had been oharaotised b7 amongst others,the 
banning ot UDF meetings and theat ot ita attiliates and arrests 
ot aeabers ot the tront. 

The chan~ in the state attitude meant tha.t the tT!>F 

Bad to seiza th~ initi~~jva 

Bad to broaden its base 

Rui to deepen orsanisation 

lla.ke ore,&.nisatione to t:lign the UDF Decla.ra tion <tt:l l• 

w~ of Jt&kine thffm fe"'tl p~l't ,_,:r ·r.hc ?rfln.t 

I Had to in~ensit7 creation to new organisation•• 

Had to provide trainning on varioa aspec~s eg. How to call 
•••tinge, Row ~o aake poaters, pamphlets, banners, eta. 

IR&d to a•l, organize an ettective bo7cott. 

REMOVALS AND RELOCATIONS 

A repreaantative ot the surpplua People's project addreased 
the N.E.C. on removal• and relocations. 

SOME D(PORT.AllT POINTS 

The following are some ot the important points on the question 
ot removals and relocationF. 

(a) Bantustans benefit trom removals in terms ot increase ot 
population. 

(b) Resistance to removals is increasing in areas where there 
are oommunuties as opposed to isolated tamaliea on tara 
lands. 

0 •••• 
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(c) Squat~r setlementa - have a pontential fer organisation. 

(d) Unemplo,.ed rur&l people have nothing to loose therefore, there exist/ 
potential tor organiaation. 

s:c.+q.. lllVOLVEKENT OF OUTSIDERS Ill B»!OVALS OF THE COMMUNITIES. 

A~~~k ,..i1 · l!:mloiniDg tho involVIlont of outaidera tho following wore 

~~ That it was easy tor outaider to undermine the people. 

obaerved -

Progreas1ve groups ha~ ~o attend ~-e~ing8 •h•a lu71~v! bj oe~~~~it!~~ 
threatened with removal• and participate in debates to provide clarity. 

Politiciae in the rural areas were very complex reactianer7 groups/ 
organisations were often Yiewed as progressive. 

That there were local oomaitteea formed b7 the people to resist 
removal a. 

It vaLreported that a workahop on removal• and relocation was 
being planed b7 the S.P.P. tor December I983. 

f:>· 1 BEFilWilml - COLOURDS AND INDIANS 

It waa noted that the YES and NO vote had become a realit7. The 
queation of the Coloured and Indian comaunitiea had to be addpeased 
adequatel7. 

It was reported that an interim committee had been formed in Natal 
b7 the N.I.C. and that the weekend of I2- I3 November had been 
declared the Anti Constitutional propoaala weekend. 

It waa observed that the auocess of the boycott campaign against 
the BLACK LOCAL AUTHORITIES in Soweto vas going to be decisive in 
terma perauading th~ Indian and Colourda coJUDUni tees not to accept 
the Constitution, according it vas decided th.!!. t the UDF through 
ita reglona ahould ensure the .ucceas of the campaign. 

~.I . .1 STATE STRATEGY 

It vaa felt that the goverment was likely to intensify its propaganda. 

That the7 ( Govt.) were likely to target rural areas were political 
consciouaneas was ver7 low. 

That cevil servants were likel7 to be called upon t·l support the 
"reform•" offenai ve. 

llA'l'IONAL COJlFEBENCE . 
se\·•c'"'" ... ~ Boting the s~ of the iaplicationa of the new constitution !or 

the daaocratic moveaent, in particular the Coloured and Indian 
National groups, the N.E.C. decided to recomaend to all regions that 
a apecial National Conference be held in ~ort - Elizabeth from I6 to 
IS December I983. 
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The conference would determine the UDF response to both the reterundua 
and elections tor the tri - cameral parliament tor Indians and Coluords. 

The National Secretariat was aandated to work out the details of the conf
erence. 

t 1 SOME SPECIFIC QUESTIONS 
P· r· ~ 

l'Ul!LIC POSTUBE 

It was agreed that there existed the need tor the UDF to take a particular 
public p'>s·!;ure. 

The N.E.C. recommended a call tor a refurandua stating previos demands 
tor th• National Convention. 

(, • t • ~ INCBEASE SUPPORT 

The following were suggested as way of increasing the support tor the UDF. 

(a) Consultations with organistions which are not ,...t part of the front 
muat be initiated. 

(b) That regions aust up date the lists ot their affiliates and aubait 
soae to general secretar7 b7 Nove11ber I6 I9•·3· 

(c) That General Secre~ar7 co11pile and compare lists sub11itted b7 regions 
with the list of organistions registered in Cape Town on 20 August 
I983. 

(d) That subcomllitteea of three 11e11bers per region be recommended tor 
purposes of facilitating consultations. 

~·I s- INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT 

f:.J tinvitation extended to the National 
~ church groupe was accepted. 

t~1 It vas recommended that inferaation 
agencies tor publicity abroad. 

SIGNATURE CAMPAIGN 

publicit7 secretary by the Dutch 

about the UDF be 11ad~ available to 

It vas decided that a 11illion signature campaign must be initiated. 

ROW CAKPAIGN COULD :BE USED EFFECTIVELY 

It was stated that the C&llpaign hada 

To be built into organistional work. 
To be usee to strengthen organisations 
A Tital propaganda Talue. 

(b) OTHER DETAILS 

Regions were requested to "work. out the practicalities" of the camp
aign. 

To present their proposals beofre the oanterenoe scheduled tor 

tor P.E. in Deoe11ber. 
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fa.l.b,l TillE LIIIIT 8 
IT was recommend tha.t the c:unpa.isn sta:rts a.t the 'bj e.fnnjng or Januar~} &~ 
I984 and the end of April I984 /~;tt 

l:,·l·b. :I IDEOLOGICAL IKPACT 

To create an ideological impact of the UDF the I.E.C. recommended the 
following 

(a) Letters be vri tten to the oollllerci al press by the UDF ae11bers and 
SJabolic persons supporting the Front. 

TRAINING 

It was de~ided that the National Secretariat must recommend that regions at~ 
up training committees. The taak of the committees amongst others would be 
to identify areas were trainig is needed, plan programmes which would include 
the UDF documents. 

b .i -~ ·'t CONSTRIPTION 

~ Tke Western tape Region vas instructed to form a commission on the question 
rJo~ of constription. 

f1Y7 It vaa decided that the ~uth organisations affiliated to the Front be encoura 
£A~ /q to spearhead the C&llpaign. 

~~ The General Secretar,r vas instructed to make available to the Western Cape 
Region all aftiliated youth groups. 

b l ·b·S ENGAGillG THE STATE 

It vaa decided that 1 

(a) A follow up letter be written to the Prime Minster. 

(b) Applications !or passport by N.E.C. members be 11ade. 

(c) It be recommended to General Counci1~of all regions that the 
possibility of a ae•ting with PRIME MINISTER be discussed. 

CONDITIONS FOR XEETING PRIME MISTER :BE LAID DOWN. 
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1. BEPORTS 

I • I WESTEBN CAPE 

Weatern Cape region gave a verbal report. Stated thut a written report 
had be~n poated to General Seoretar~. 

·1 .. 1. :.l J'INA.NCIAL STATEMENT 

A financial atatement waa preaeRted by Weatern Cape Region. 

l·l .. ~ BONOURARY M:EXBEBSBIP 

Investigating poaaibility of opening up henourar~ membership as a wa~ of 
fund raising. 

1·1.'& SELF- SUFFICIENCY 0!' .AJTILIATES 

Affiliate organisations to be aelf - sufficient 

Inoome of Regional to be used for comaon projects and tripa of N.E.C. 
•embebera aad aecretariat aembera in Western Cape. 

UDF video sold to organiaatian for E50 00. 

i .a NATAL 

Natal submitted a written report. 

;~.._.f FOSATU 

Natal reported that FOSATU workers in Durban supported Peoples Weekend 
call. {go slow form of support). 

'1-.:z... ~ PIETERKARIZBURG 

FOSATU organiaed a people'• rall~. 

) "~. ~ LAKONTVILLE 

People rejected inclusion i~to Kwa Zulu. People threatened with violenc~ 
by Inkatha. 
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f• ~. lf.. STATEMENT 

Statement given to the the Kwa Zulu legislative aasembly and 
deacribing Rev. Xundu as a porn •••• waa repudiated by H.E.C. 

VIDEO - PEOPLES RALLY 

llatal will llake &T&ilable to regions J,nd H/0 video ot the 
people rall7. 

"'l· 3· \ TRANSVAAL 

Transvaal Region reported that ita POA had been implellented. 
'!'h!!.t i~Qluded -

- Xaas aeetinga in varioa centres. 

Workahops. 

Publication b7 affiliates eg. !bs. 

About 5 000 and 6 000 copies ot UDP news Volume no. 3 had beem 
cont.iaticated but were later returned by the Police. 

r-J.~ AZABIA TRUST 

Letter troll Azania Trust requesting leterature and articles 
about the UDF was presented. 

ICSA 

Icaa's relationship with the UDF was reported as being ot non
affiliation. 

It was reported that people continue to be torced out of the 
historical lands by the state and Bantustans. 

- Those resisting removals had their passes and houses burnt 
out. 

It waa Tery difficult to organize in rural areas. 

- UDF MUST ADDRESS THE PROBLEM OF SURV IVAL OF THE REMOVED 
AND RELOCATED COMMUNITIES. 
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EASTEBN CAPE 

The Eastern Ctpe would .ubmit typed. report to General Sacretar7. 

I . 0.. • f UDF LAUN CB: IN P.R. 

Ccnaul tations were reported to be at advanced stage a. It vas statect 
that thw Eastern Ca.pe region Wii.S considering to Launch the UDF region 
en 4 December I983. 

A request vas made for comrades, Lekcta, RD. Naidco and Dr. Allan 
Eoeaak to be apeakers at the Eastern Cape launch on 4 December 
I983. 

, • LJ.. 3 lUT'l'ERS ARRISING 

Eaatern Cape vaa net rec•ivine enough UDF News. Western Cape 
atated that in view of the expanaion ot the region they were not 
going to cope with the burden of catering tor Eastern Cape iA 
the tuture. 

Eaatern Cape vaa asked to torvad their budget tor the launch 
and also to state how auch they could raise on their ova. 

:BORDER REGION 

It was reported that a 

The border region had finally been launched en the I5 Octceer 
I983. 

85~ of the commuters were still boycotting the buses in Ciskei. 

:Brutal repression atill going on, students were still being arrested 

A call vas aade to the UDF to address Ciskei problem adequately. 

(· 0. NORTHEBN CAPE 

It was reported that a UDF conaultative commitae had been formed 
in the Northern Cape. 

Ccnaultationa were going en in various centres ot the region 
local atruotures were being formed. 

One of the atructu~es the Kimberly Action League waa planning 
a maaa meeting tor 20 November I983 where 'he General Secretar~ 
was invited to apeak. 

'1. DE:BMA.CATION OF WESTEml CAPE 

It vas repo:t :d. that the Western Cape region had already started 
organiaing part of the Northern Cape. It was therefor going to be 
difficult to differentiate between Nothern Cape and the part that 
ccnatitude Weatern Cape part. The National secretariat vas 
aandated to investigate the dermacaticn ot the Ncrthen Cape. 
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, GUERA.L SECBETARY 

A report from the General Secretary was received. The repoert 
included develcpaenta in the Border, OFS, and the Northern Cape 
region a. 

J 0 POELICITl' SECRETARY 

' DDIA AND DIPLOJUTIC KATTERS. 10.' 

Report froa the Publicity secretary was recieved. In his report 
he expresaed concern at the irregularities regarding the production 
of UDF neva, eg. Natal had not oe~n au~• ~o produc~ ••~~~~ l~~ua 
of the UDF news in time whilst Cape Town could not print it at all. 

He reported significant progreas in terms of relatione. with news 
papers, the aedia in general and also on the diplomatic plane. 

10• ~ OFFICE .AJlD PETTY CASH 

The publicity secretary reported that he would move into a new 
office in Durban and that Pett1 cash, t:Pevriter would be required. 

tO •?, TlWTSVAAL AND PUBLICITY 

It vas noted that Transvaal had issued a pamphlet on Inka.tha and 
press release on the results of the referendum without consulting 
with the Publicity Secretary. Transvaal accepted the critics in anc 
promised to avoid a repetion of the same mistake in the tuture. 
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~ANSVAAL REPORT TO TRE N.E.C. 5 NOV. 1983 t:' 2 

1. MASS UEETD1GS: 

1.1 

1/ 

)!ass Meetings were held in Ka.giso 1, Ka.:iso 2, various parts ot 
Sow~to, Alexandra, Biverlea, Lenasia, Turfloop, Mansieville, 

Cartonvillc, S~ng, Wi~~g, Eldarado Park, Actonville, 

Soshanguwe. Attcridgeville, Mamelodi and Medunsa. 

1.2 All ot these mass meetings were held in the name of the local 

jjl af:f'ili~t~~~- ~:~;oat all of these meetings the focus was ai. ther the 

Constitution Act or the Black Local Authorities Act. 

1.3 Tho S.A. Catholic Bishop's Conference held a mass meeting which was 

addressed by UDF-speakers. 

2. WORKSHOPS: 

Workshops were conducted in the Northern Transvaal, Kagiso, Lenasia, 

Atteridgeville, ~meleai, Tsakane, Johannesburg, Actonville, Laudium, 

Vaal and Bosmont. In addition C~t has held a workshop and the YCS is -conducting a series of internal workshops. 

Discussions are being held with the S.A. Black Taxi Drivers Association. 

A meeting with ~APQ_js scheduled for 11 November 1983. 

PUBLICATIONS: 

Apart from "UDF News"; 

j j 4.1 "DON'T VOTE", a leaflet on Black Local .~uthori ties. 

4.2 Information leaflet on Ciskei. 

4.3 UDF Declaration. 

4.4 YCS Booklet for Churches. 

4.5 "What is !nkatha up to?" 

5. CISKEI REFRESSIClh 

The SAA'IlU and BORDE& SOLIDARITY CO!i~ITTEE has been brmed. The Committee ----------consists o! representatiTee from GAWU, MGWOSAf S.ASDA7 ~ AFCWU, 

CCAWUSA{ JUEP, DESCOM, OVG~, CUSA, and XAw1[. ~ joint pr.as conference -and a solidarity mass meeting was held. The UDF - information leaflet was 
--------------------~--

distributod by thetrade unions and a dossier of press olippin~s was 

circulated to a ~ide range of organiaatione. The committee has also appoin

ted a sub-committee to co-ordinate f~nd raisinG• 
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fo. NGOYA UNIV'SRSITY KILLINGS: 

B. 

A joint UDF-AZASO memorial service was held. The service was addressed by 

speakers f'rom ~F, Az::_:o, Az~o, and sgrco. A leaflet on Inkatha. was 

publishod and a delegation would represent the UDF at the Bushbuckridge 

:f'uneral today. 

BLACK LOCAL.AUTHORITIES ELECTIONS: 

A programme of door-to-door work, house meetings and mass meetings would 

culminatetl,in a series of rallies at the end of November. The process ha, 

been set into motion in all areas except in certain East Rand town~hi~~. 

RURAL A..'qEAS: 

Workshops h2ve been hold in Northern and Western Transvaal~eas. A field 

worker is to 1cur Eastern Transvaal next week. The feasibility of the a: 

establishment of a Northern Transvaal Eub-reeion is being considered. It 

has been noted that at thispoint in time we do not have the resources to 

do justice to the vast rural areas. 

9. NATICNAL PEOPLE'S WEEKEUD: 

9.1 Over Friday and Saturday, placard demonstrations we:e held in 

Lenasia, Coronationville, Bosmont, Newclare and tho City Centre. 

9.2 200 COO copies of the Declaration were~stributed. 

9.3 Mooques and Church services were dedicated to the People's Weekend 

in certain ~ areas. 

9.4 The UDF Video was screened in so~e areas. 

9.5 Discusr.;ion troups were-set up. 

9.6 15~00 posters and lCO 3m banners were displayed. 

9.7 The Fco~le's Rally was attended by about 5 OCO people from all parts 

of the ~rovince and !~orthsrn Cape. The Rally was hclC. at the Nur-ul

Islam and Fatidar Halls. Spca~ers at the rally were Bishop Tutu, 

x:MO-:riana, A. Mokoena, E.Jassat;- I~i.!oh;;~cd, D.1iebster and F .Baard. 

10. REBESSIONt 
lo.l Three R1~C V.cetings, a TIC meeting, a KOCA meeting and a UDF national 

secretariat maeting were banned in addition to thebanning of meetings 

which were to commemorate the 1977 bannings. 

10.2 5 000 copies of UDF News no.2 , 10 000 copies of UDF News no.3 and 

3 COO People's Weekend leaflets were confiscated in numerous 

seperate incidents. All of these have subsequently been recovered. 

lo.3 20 UDF-Ncws distributors were detained !or 2 daye in Pretoria and 

a numller of other volunteers were detained briefly. 
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10.4 A.Mokoena was detained for five hours. 

10.5 9 people were charged~r distributing leaflets over the People's 

Weekend. 

11. Moss Chikane was elected a.s joint secretary of UDF Transvaal and M. Vally 
-~, 

liasbeen appointed on a full time basis. 
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REPORT OF N.E.C. MEETING HELD 
ON 5TH AND 6TH NOVEMBER 1983 

1. P.E. CONFERENCE - 16th, 17th and 18th December 1983. 
P.W'S major thrust was going to be in the Indian and 
Coloured sector. Important to hold conference to plan 
National strategy 1n Labour ?arty strongho!d Port 
Elizabeth - referandum question to be discussed and 
decision taken. 

2. MILLION SIGNATURRE CAMPAIGH 
Natal will have to collet 300 000 signatures between 
1/1/84 and 30/4/84. 

3. LETTER TO P.W. BOTHA 
Should discuss follow up and to discuss other ways to get 
the State to relate to United Democratic Front. 

4. CONSCRIPTION 
W. Cape will do research and let us have feedback on how 
to intensify campaign. 

5. UNSTRACTURED REGIONS 
Eastern Cater region will be launched on 4/12/1984. 
R.D. Naidu required as speaker. 
Free state preparing to launch early in 1984. 
Northern Cape will also look at possibility of launching 
early 1984. 

6. COMMUNITY COUNCILS 
Campaigns against community council elections are 
continuing 

7. INTERNATIONAL 
Many more support messages were obtained from organisations 
in Europe 

8. ORGANISATION 
Regions are urged to strenghten organisations and draw in 
more support from additional organisations 
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