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1 L6 “hen boys ore to b circumcised, they are accompanied

by men to the circumcislon school. The lew of circumelainn
is that the pericd of duration is oix ronths at tha sohool.
Boys are nllowed to go cn:emncialonv when t:ey are twelve years
of age or more.. Girls aloo go to the ceremony of 1n1t10t16’n'
into womcnhood when they have attained that age. The boys are
cirecumciced in this manner: A whole group io circumcised ot
the same time though they sre not all of the same age. They
may be twenty in number, they all get circumciced., The
circumeision cormences when the month of October begins to

be visible and it is once a year., Remss which i-4dicate that
the boys have besn circumcis~d sre such as these: lLekxema,
Hloeise and Fukice and Khabisi, ihen thero is famine or wer,
circumeisisn ‘is suspended because there is no food. That is
the reason for tho suspension of oircumoislion ~during the
rears nf famine or war. Circumeision is controlled by snyone
who wisss to heve his child circumcised, he then irforma the
ch.ef that he has & son whon he wishes to have him ¢ .reume.sed
during a certain month., The chief t en inforns his tribe that
a boy or a girl of do-ahd-So is being circumeised,s Therofore
those who want to have their children circumcissd sho 14
bring them nl-»ng‘ 80 th.at' they may be all circumcised in é
group, They then £ind a dootor to throw divining bones so

as to see what to do when he undertakes to oircuncise theoe
people, beceuse w:ien they have to go to s c.rcumcision shool,
a bull has t5 be slaughpered. The boys should all be
cibr:moisad, but there are coms to be found who do not wish
to“ciroumoised. if a boy refuses tok be ci;a’umiaed, he is
merely taken for an animel, he is called 'legal’ if he is a
male., 3Juch s femals is cslled ‘'lethiss’,

2 The parents of the children are thoge who have .tteir sons
and daughters circumcised jJust as they like., When this
circumcision takes ploce, no one recelving an thing by way f>1_’
remuneration, ¥We may say that it is only their teacher who
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gots something though it is small, because he taies the

skins of the snimals that are being clanghtered at the
eircumsision school. The people who ares circumcised do not

pay snthing alsc, the circumeision is free, There 1is gecrocy
ebout what is done at the circumoision school, it is known only
to those who are concernsd, This cecrot is ept away from those
who have not been circurciced, when the boys sre about to go
to be circumcised, they first learn a circumclsion song so tiat
they may krow how to sing 1".‘.". Beforec they are circumcised,

they have to stay v‘).i.th the men at the kgotla so that they should
not meet wi'h others or with women untd they are circuncised.
The time fixed £ r circumcision is wuen things are (msltirg?),
the month of October or Descember, even then orly when the mnnth
is waning, Thooe who ore besing circumclised are ssparnted with
the people because they ere going to their cuctom which cannot

be seen by children and by those who have not yet been circumeised,

Strips of skins are made for the boys to wear, Cattle gkin
dresses are made for the girls, These paopie are corcealed

so that they may rnot be seen by children or by those who have
not been elrcurciced. They engnge 1in conversation but thoy
do not converse with strange peonle. There is a sracisl plnce
for the cireumcision ® ceromony, a place prepsraed for that
purponse only. it ig pitched on the mounteain and the
circumcision hut 1s s hut planted on the ground and is made of

t_hin sticks and grass., If we look at the picture of a eircumeision

school, we shall ses a hut planted on the ground. ‘The boys
are n~t smeored with blacklesd mixed with fat 1ike the girls.
But they do dresss liow when they are airesdy there, having
coms into their place, it is then that they begin to Ao their
work which consists of braying skins and nz;ving grass hats,
Their tenchers dress when it is said that the boya\'thohola'.
it is when t!oy are being circumcised. then it is said 'that
'We are returning from throwing away the dboys today', it means
that theyy a® have gone through the initiation ceremony. They
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are eircumsised on the day they enter the initiation ahool.
when they enter the initiation school, their hair is shorn,
The man who cireucises the boys is Ratlodi, he gives the

boys a good thrashing if they do not do as he teaches them,
When it is said "‘fogetla mo mothung" (a tail on e person)

it 1s mesant hio flesh, and it is cut with a knife, The

person who circumcises the boys is an elderly man who has &
krowledge of circumoising. The boys who have been circumcised
are also fit to circumcise because they know all the methoda
which are used there, 'hat is imports t and worth mentioning
is that the fore skin is removed from the penise. Circumeision
is conducted as follows: If the people belong to the Bateung
clan, the first to be cirocumcioed nre those of the Moeketsi
family, the Hlalele family, the Rethulo family, and the Raphari
then coms the Ba wena end Bafokeng., The ma: who says this ls
Ralethibels a !otaung of Rathulo. He says that he knows these
things perfectly well, The metiiod of curing them is to wash
daily. They percon who circumsisea the boys is not ons who

is permanently apnointed and it 1is not one particulsr doctor who
oircumcises the boys. Ihe choice rests w.th t e children's

parent who stnrted t e circ.meision, he gets a d~ctor which
-he prefers. Now the skins which have been cut off are kent,
They are buried becsuse t.ey ore t @ 1ife of a nerson or the
flesh nf s person. when tiey habe gone out of the cireumc.sion
school, thay are given names such as t'ese, new suitab ¢ nams:
Lekxena , ixabisl, i.enepa, Foklsi, Kxsmisi and lLefnsa and so on,
T ey have praise songs sals» and they erc taught laws and
manner of speech wﬁich ere tisir own, ‘hen they sing their
praieeltney say:
‘ Tna ke Fukisi rammopane oa d.thede,

Thebe tsa 'mo di kopsne Fukisi.

wena motho thaberg, tlo o nthometse thuna ys leeana.

Ks tle o sape kxongwana ton majaki A1 nhloile

D1 tcala botons bophatshwana.
The praise song of Lekxema says:

lskxemn is an ostrich he outruns horses with

iron shoes
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The gaol has no means of escaping it

Zven if onc knows the Burorean lang.age.

Vomen, the inventors of many stﬁries

' Go to draw water from the fountain and they bockbite us.

The praise song of Lenepa 3ays:

l.enepa o otlile “xwana mpéng

Kxwars y® oa ;s bonwa ke besadi ba 1@ hole

Mafokotsam bo ladineikana

Ief kotsare le kxatlile kweifi,
Hplethibela spoks and said:

Ke le monna oa Mosotho ke le Motaung

0a xa Rathulo oa Taung xa Mokxele ke iroks ke re:

Matswenafiki a kxwodi ya Loetse

A tcameys a férafarg d1diba

Rona le rengwane re a etsisana

o tle 4i tcwane ka ‘mnla sakeng |

Eitce ha ba tloha ba re ne a ba lailwe?

Ko ofe mosadl? Ke yo wotheonana Hloalsi,

Tlong le 41 kxwasa boso-mohiolo

Ke nipudi oa lona ke lsletse,
A re: Jasnong ke bhlela lengne la ka tnébeng
ke re: Thswana mamanyedinyedi,

B thewana xwsdi o selws kee?

E selwa dllomong, lomong tsa mathebe.

Mipya ya ka ya lekesi ya patisoa.

The boys are taqspt beshaviour and laws so that fhey
may respect the daughters of ;tner‘people and hot rat
into trouble with the children of the neople. Again & boy
must not marry a girl after he has pregnated hars‘ vhat they
are taughtx is to hunt ard to fight battles and how they
should treat esch other with thair wives when they have
married. When they ere at the circumcision school, they are
not seen by a person who has not beén circumcised, Their
manner® of sleening is to lie on tnqir backs becausé they cannot
lie on their stomschs, There is a fire of t @ hyers which

burns in the kx-tls the kindler of the firs being unknown.
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But that is krown orly by the older -eople. Jometimes one
dies ofter circumcision, The mén go t  tell the narents of
the dead boy. Only the men go to bury him and they do not
go with wotien, Food for the clircumecisod bors 1s brought’ by
women who have been :l.ritlated into womanhaod., if the bo: s
hava been ainging, they stop when the wormn ap-rosch, The
idea is that the woven should not henr what the- are singing
sbout, The women stop at a fair distoncs from the cire.meislon
school, the teacher; of t @ boys go to them to fotch the.r
food., The.ir toschers then fecd thom, The boys who sre being
gircurncised eat any zind of food but thay do not drink bear,
The use medicine to prevent thair being bewitched, When tuey
have cdnmletod the six months per.od, they tien g~ out wit. o
singing qr their proises, Their hat .e burned down., At the
erd ¢f their circumcision, they wash thesmselves. Their reception
is a great one, Before the return homs, they are doctored,
and when thé got home they hold a race with the g.rlg, after
that t ey go to the kgotle and sing their 'pmlsos. When they
finish that the young girls come along and put beads round
t e.r necks and bracelets round their arms. Circumcised bdoys
and girls are now men and womsn, Notwithatanding this, they
cannot gpeak or asct as they like in the nreaénce of the.ir
parents, They must beo obe themcelves well.,. ‘Mhen a boy haé
6 been circumeciced, i@ has the right to morr; as woll as to onawer
for himself when he is before the kg'otla. A3 Athose who are
circumclesd go ace rding to their groups, s~ are they also
krovh acearding to those groups, saeh group has its own
name, Just as .t is said, this group is tho Leikxema group,
thet one is the kxabisi group ete. Those names are given
to them by their teachers, They are given these names so
thet it must be known who belong to this one or that one,
These names are given agsin and again Just ss it is des.red
by those who gave them. They are given to new groups as well.
Ralethibela szays that he has mentioned all the names of the
R/ groups of his reople. The girls are initisted into womanhhood
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in a different meanner from that of the boys, and i csn
explain corroctly by ascertali ing asccurately from the

woman, if the boys got circumcised at the zame time though
the; are n-t of the same age, they are colled tha boys of one
groups Those who were circumc.sed first though younger

then those who were circumc.sed at e later date, it is oa.d
that they are 0ld by reason of their having ciroumclised f.irst,
Those of the older group respect thonse of the younger srd
those of the younger respect those 'of the older one, But
those who belong to one group do notl regpect each othor.‘
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