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1 ti When 1)073 ore to  bo ciroumcioed, they am accompanied

by men to  the circum cision school* The law o f  c ire  unci a ion 

i s  th at the period o f  duration i s  s ix  months a t tho school* 

Boys are allowed to  go circum cision when they are twelve years 

o f  age or more* G ir ls  also go to the ceremony of in it ia t io n  

into womanhood when they have attained th at age* The boys are 

circumcised in  th is  manner: A whole group i s  circum cised at 

the same time though they are not a l l  o f the same age* They 

may be twenty in nunfter, they a l l  get circumcised* The 

oircum cision commences when the month of October begins to  

be v is ib le  and i t  i s  once a year* Karnes which i  d icate  th at 

the boys have been circum cised are such as thase: Lekxema,

hloaise  and Fukise and Khabisi* When there i s  famine or war, 

circum cision i s  suspended because there i s  no food* That ia  

the reason fo r  the suspension of circum cision during the 

years o f famine or war* Circumcision i s  con tro lled  by anyone 

who wishes to have h is  ch ild  circum cised, he then i'form a the 

c tu e f that he has a son whon hi wishes to have him c rcumcised 

during a certa in  month. The c h ie f  t  en informs h is  tr ib a  that 

a boy or a g i r l  o f io-and-oo i s  being circumcised* Therefore 

those who want to have th e ir  children circum cised sho Id 

brin g them ol ng so that they may ba a l l  circum cised in a 

group* They then find  a doctor to throw d iv in in g  bones so 

as to see what to do when he undertakes to circum cise these 

people, because wnen they have to  go to a c irc m o is io n  sh o d , 

a b u ll has to  be slaughtered* The boys should a l l  be

circum cised, but there are some to be found who do not wish

merely taken fo r  an animal, he i s  c a lle d  ' lega l*  i f  he' i s  a 

male* 3uch a female la  oalled  * le th is a f *

and daughters circumcised ju st as they lik e *  When t h is  

circum cision takes p lace , no one re ce iv in g  an th in g by way of 

remuneration* We may say that i t  i s  only th e ir  teacher who

be
to^ciroumoised* i f  a boy refu ses tok  be e , he i s

2 The parents o f the children  are those who have t  heir sons
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get a something though i t  i s  s n a il, ‘because he takes the 

skins o f  the animals that are 'being slaughtered at the 

circum cision school. The people who are circum cised do not 

pay onthing a lso , the circum cision i s  free* There i s  secrecy 

about what i s  done at the circum cision school, i t  i s  known only 

to  those who arc concerned. This see rot i s  leapt away from those 

who haw  not been circum cised. When the boys ere about to  go 

to  be circum cised, they f i r s t  learn  a circum cision song so to s t  

they may know how to  sing i t .  Before they are circum cised, 

they have to  stay with the men at the kgotln so th a t they should 

not meet wi^h others or with women u n til they ore circum cised.

The time fixed  f  r  circum cision i s  when th in gs ore (m elting?), 

the month o f  October or Decerrfber, even then only when the month 

i s  waning. Those who are being circum cised are separated with 

the people because they are going to  th e ir  custom which cannot

be seen by children and by those who hove not y e t been circum cised,

s tr ip s  o f skins ore made fo r  the boys to  wear. C a ttle  akin 

dresses are made fo r  the g i r ls .  These people are concealed 

so that they may not be seen by ch ildren  or by those who have 

not been circum cised. They engage in conversation but they 

do not converse with strange peonie. There ie  a sn ecia l place 

fo r  the circum cision »  ceremony, a p lace prepared fo r  that 

purpose only. I t  i s  pitched on the mountain and the 

circum cision hut i s  a hut planted on the ground and i s  made o f 

th in  s t ic k s  and grass. I f  wa look at the p ictu re  o f a circum cision

school, we sh a ll see a hut planted on the ground. The boys

ore not smeared with blooklead mixed with f a t  l ik e  the g i r l s .

But they do dress* How when they are already th e re , hawing 

come in to  th e ir  p lace, i t  i s  then that they begin to  do th e ir  

work which co n sis ts  o f braying skins and wearing gross hats.

Their teachers dress when i t  i s  said that the boys 'th o b e la ', 

i t  i s  when they are being circum cised. .Then i t  le  said th at 

'We are returning from throwing away the boys today*, i t  means 

th at they ax have gone through the in it ia t io n  ceremony. They
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are circum cised on the day they enter the I n it ia t io n  ahool.

When they enter the in it ia t io n  school* th e ir  h a ir  i s  shorn.

The man who circum cises the boys i s  Ratladi* he g iv e s  the 

boys a good threshing i f  they do not do as he teaches them,

When i t  i s  said "Mogatla mo mothung* (a t a i l  on a person) 

i t  i s  meant bio f i e  oh, and i t  i s  cut with a knife* The 

person who circum cises the boys i s  an e ld e r ly  man who has a 

knowledge o f circum cising. The boys who have been cireunoised 

ere also  f i t  to  circum cise because they know a l l  the methods 

which are used there, '/hot i s  imports t  and worth mentioning 

i s  that the fo re  skin i s  removed from the penis* Circumcision 

i s  conducted as fo llo w s: I f  the people belong to  the Bataung
w

clan* the f i r s t  to  be circum cised ore those o f  the Moeketsi 

family* the H lalele  family* the Rathulo fam ily , and the Raphxri 

then come the Ba wena end Bafokeng, The ma i who saya t h is  i s  

R alethibela a I’otaung of Rathulo* He says th at he knows these 

th ings p e r fe c tly  well* The method of cu rin g them i s  to wash 

daily* They person who circum cise a the boys i s  not one who 

i s  permanently appointed and i t  i s  not one p a rtic u la r  doctor who 

circum cises the boys. Th6 choice r08tG t  e ch ild ren ’ s 

parent who started  t  e circum cision, he gets a doctor which

he prefers* How the 3kins which have been cut o f f  arc kept* 

Theya^e buried because t  .oy ore t  a l i f e  o f a person or the 

fle sh  of a person, When they babe gone out o f the circurncxsion 

school* thay are given names such as t^ ese, new suitab  o names: 

Lekxema, Kxabisi* Lenepa, Foklsi* Kxenusi and Lefoaa and so on.

T ey have p raise  songs also  and they ore taught laws and 

manner o f speech which are t fw ir  own. .Wien they sing th e ir  

praise they say:

Pna ke Fukisi rammopane oa dxthebe,

Thebe tea  hao d i kopane F u k isi.

hena motho thabeng, t lo  o nthometse thupa ya leBapa.

Ke t ie  o aapo kxongwana too raa^aki d i n h lo ile  

Di ts a la  botona bophatshwana.

The p ra ise  song o f  Lekxeraa says:

Lekxetaa i s  an ostrioh  he outruns horses with 

iron shoes
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The gaol has no means of escaping i t  

2vwn i f  one knows the European long age.

Vo men, the inventors of many s to r ie s

Qo to draw water from the fountain and they backbite us.

The p raise  song o f Lanepa aayo:

ibenepa o o t l i le  kxwnna mpeng

Kxwana ya oa ya bonwa ke basadi ba 1® hole

Uafokoteara bo Kadinaksna.

Lefokotsare le  k x a t l i le  k w e ifi. 

k e le th ib e la  spoke and said:

Ke le  monna oa Mosotho ke le  llotaung

Oa za Rathulo oa Taung xa llokzele ke ipoke ke re:

Mat swannfiki a kxwedl ya Loetse 

A toaraayn a fnrafaro  didiba 

Rona le  rangwane re a etsiaan a 

Di t ie  d i towane ka ’ male oakeng 

Sitae ha ba tlo h a  bo re na a ba la ilw e?

Ke ofe raosadi? Ke yo moth soon a I llo a is i,

Tlong le  d i kxwasa beao-moholo 

Ke mpudi oa Iona ke la le ts e .

A re: Jaonong ke b o le la  lengoe la  ka thabeng

ke re: Thswana raamanyedinyedi,

X thswana latwedi o selwa kee?

X selwa dilomong, lomong taa  raathebe*

Mpya ya ka ya le k e s i ya patison.

The boys are taught behaviour and lows so that they
/

may respect the daughters of other people and not get 

into trouble with the ch ild ren  o f the people. Again a boy 

must not marry a g i r l  a f te r  he has pregnated her. That they 

are taught* is  to hunt and to f ig h t  b a tt le s  and how they 

Bhotild tre a t each other with th e ir  w ites when they have 

married. When they are at the circum cision school, they are 

not seen by a person who has not been circum cised. Their 

manner o f sleeping is  to  l i e  on th e ir  backs because they cannot 

l i e  on th e ir  stomach3. There i s  a f i r e  o f t  e hyena which 

burns in  the k a rtla  the k in d ler o f the f i r e  being unknown.
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But that i s  known only by the older eople. Jometimes one 

dies a fte r  circum cision. The men go t  t e l l  the narents o f 

the dead boy. Only the men go to bury him and they do not 

go with woffiion. Pood fo r the circumcised boys i s  brought by 

women who have been ir i t ia t e d  in to  womanhood, i f  the boys 

have been singing, they stop when the women approach. She 

idea i s  that the women should not hear whet the -' are singing 

about. The women stop a t a f a i r  distance from the c iro  meision

school, the teach er.3 o f  t  o boys go to  them to  fe tch  thexr

food. Their teachers then feed then. Ihe boys who are being 

c ir e  unci 36 d eat any kind o f food but they do not drink beer.

The use medicine to  prevent th e ir  being bewitched. When they

hove completed the s ix  months period, they then go out w it o 

singing o f  th e ir  p ra ises . Their h it  xe burned down. At the 

end of th e ir  circum cision, they wash them selves. Their reception 

is  a great one. Before the retu rn  home, they are doctored, 

and when the got home they hold a race with the g .rls»  a f te r  

th at t  ey go to the kgotla  and sin g th e ir  p ra ises . When they 

f in is h  th at the young g i r ls  cone along and put beads round 

t  e i r  necks and b ra ce le ts  round th e ir  arms. Circumcised boyc 

and g i r ls  are now men and women. Uotwithstonding th io , they 

cannot speak or act as they l ik e  in the presence o f  thexr 

parents. They must be abe themselves w ell. Then a boy has 

been circum cised, ie has the r ig h t to  marry as w ell as to answer 

fo r  him self when he i s  before the k g o tla . A3 those who are 

circumcised go acc rding to thexr groups, e  ̂ are they also  

krown according to those groups. inch group has i t s  own 

name. Just as ~t i s  s a id , th is  group i s  the Lekxema group, 

th at one i s  the Kxabxsi group e tc . Those names are given 

to  them by th e ir  teachers. They are given these nanus so 

that i t  must be known who belong to  th is  one or th at one.

These names are given again and again ju st as i t  ia  desxred 

by those who gave them. They are given to new groups ea well* 

K aleth ibela rays that he has mentioned a l l  the names of the 

groups o f h is  people. The g i r ls  are in it ia te d  into  womanhood
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In a d iffe re n t manner from th a t o f  the boys, end X con 

explain  o o rro ctly  “by ascerta in in g  accu rately  from the 

woman, i f  the boys got circumcised at the same time though 

they ore not o f the same age, they are co lle d  the boya o f  one 

group* Those who were cireumo*oed f i r s t  though younger 

than tboae who were circumcised a t a la t e r  date, I t  Is  se^d 

that they are old by reason o f  th e ir  hawing circum cised f  jj»st. 

Those of the o ld er group respect thooe of the younger and 

those of the younger respect those o f the o lder one* But 

those who belong to  one group do not respect each other*

mio
t
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