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There are very many Batlhaping in our ocountry but even though
thet is 5o, we do not have the ssme tribal totem and we don't even
come from the same person. There are the Batlhaping of Maldi and
those of Bikwe, those of Moduans, those of Molehe, those of Moremana,
those of Mamathebe, those of Mamspula, those of Makwere sand others
vhom we 40 not know how they came to be the Batlhaping, or which
Batlhaping they are, and vhen they are asked, they decline to express
an opinion on the matter, they stop short of telling the whole truth,
they ocontradiot themselves, just because they like the name of the
Batlhaping.

The Batlhaping of Maidl hsve the koodoo as thelr tribal totenm,
they eat 1t but they do not kill it. They also have the fish as their
totem and they eat it. It is s214 that they d4id not have the fish as
their totem formerly, it became their totem beocause they ate fist at
the Vaal river and for that reason they were calledthe Batlhaping, that
being a term of contempt. The Batlhaping of Maidi are those who have mixed
with those of Sikwe and those of Mamasthebs. The senior ones are those
of Mamathebe. Those of Mamapula have also mixed those of Mamathebe,
but they are smaller. Those of Slkwe: Sikwe wes a snake which lay
outstretched in the middle of the road, and when those of Mamathebe and
those of Mamapula were travelling from the country of Sekupu in the
East, they found the snske lying stretohed across the road. As it was
dark, some becsme afraid of Jjumping over the snake, they went round it
when the moon same out, and from that time, they were called the Sikwe-
of~the moon (S8ikwe-a~ngwedi.) They had an ant bear as their totem, they
do not eat it neither do they kill it. Wwhen it is new moon, they rebuke
it and say: "I have seen you being a new moon, bring to us plenty of
orops®. Moduana was the brother of Molehe and Sikwe, he liked chieftain-
ship and position very mush and they parted obstreperously. He was
called Modusna and those of his family were called the people of
Moduana, their totem was a koodoo, they eat 1t but they do not kill
it, snd they do not make a mat of its skin. Moremene is the younger

brother of Moduana. The Moremane people have a k00400 as their toten,
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they eat it but they 4o not kill it. It is sald that formerly, they
were the serfs of the Mamathebe tribe, and they were the Barolong of
8M10- When they increased, they called themselves the Biitlhaping.
The Molehe people have the koodoo as their totem, they eat it but they
40 not xill it. The Nolehes mixed with the Mamsgthedbes by intermerrying
An the 'makgotlas'. They mixed with those of Mamepuls bedsuse Mamapula
had merried the eldest daughter of Molehe. The Namathemes are the
Magohoans. They are the sanior people to all and their totem is the

ant bear and the fish. DBut the fish 1s not their totem, it was Just
becauss they ate fish owing to the Yaal river having 4ried up vhen they
oame to 1t a8 they were starving. The Namethebes 40 not eet the ang
bear, and they don't even kill it. If one of them dared kill it, a
female ohild Aled and that person vas fined one head of csttls. Moremana,
Molehs, ¥odusna and Mamspula oell Xansthede their elder brother, and

he in turn ealls them servants, ut they intermsrry and vork together.
The Mamapulas are jJuniors to the Hamathebe. Their totem s the ant dear
als0, as they are the children of one person. They o not eat the ant
bear, neither 4o they kill it.

The Nakweres sre the Batlhaping, they are also the Barolong. The
totem of some of them is the eland and the totem of the others is the
k00d00. But their real totem is not known by any one. It is said thet
Makvere was a male child vho wert astray during the wars, and he got to
where the Barolong lived. His name was Makwere. VWhen they had brought
him up, they married him to a Morolong girl. After his marriesge, he
wcnt_rto a village of the Batlhaping, and lived there. As he vas gtill
young: 3t was not known to what tribs he belonged and his people were
unknown. They have no trus statement sbout his tride. They 4o not
abstain from eating or handling anything as the others 40. Other
Batlhapings belong to the Hodiboa tridbe and they are one family with the
Mamethobes, their totem is the eland. It is sald that they were together
wvith the Mamathebes vhen they ceme away from the Sekupus in the East,
and vhen they found the snake lying stretched asoross the rosd, they
returned home saying that they were still going to take some medieines

from the horns they had left at home 80 that when they 4id treed upon
the snake, it could not kxill them. Then on their way, they slert at

Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



310 Ys2/22 =K

deytime as they were hungry. While they slept, a small male ohild

crawled away until it got to where an eland wes sleeping. As the

child noticed that it couldn't hear »nd 1ts snus was open, and with

the sense of a child thought that the elsnd was dead. It thrust its
hand to take out the liver. When the elsnd felt the child's hand, it
woke out of its sleep and grabbed the child's hand snd ran away with it.
No one could assist the ohild. They then took the elsnd aa.their totem.
But they kill it and even eat it. The whole tribe resvects the totem

of its chief and the members of his family. They 180 respect the

totem as though it is the poeple's chief or their elder brother but
neverthelese, they 4o not worship him. This tribe, 18 one, as they are
all the Batlhapings, but they do not have the same animsl as their
totem. They are divided into various groups (makgotlas), some are thdso
of the Phetlhe, some sre of the Khiba, some are those of the 'Kgotlas',
some sre those of the Tshega 2nd others are children of one person.

When they multiplied, they called themselves with different tribel
totems. And although they are the children of one verson only by origin,
they intermsrry, even 1f one oslls the other the child of my paternsl
unole or the child of my grandfather. For exsemple, the Moremsna's aall
the Mam-thebes the “children of their grendfather®. The Modusnas oall
the Moremsgsnas "the children of pstern=l aunt and the children of
meternsl sunt. They are relected to esoh other Just as the water of many
small rivers flows into a big river =nd become stirred up so thet it
cannot be known where this water comes from or thpt,soye respect their
seniors asccording to the family line =nd the 'lekgotI:I since they know
thet they sre their chiefs. Those who are very much spised are those
who belong to the Mskwere ond the Modiboe tribes. But they still
intermingle snd est together. There are however those who are disliked,

those who sre 0s2lled the serfs.

END 8.
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