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when a person became ill, s doctor was consnlted. Ir
he were bewitohed, he would state, and if his 1llncss was
a8 natursl one, he would also say 80. That is thec ressason
why, the DBatswena consulted & doctor even if g person was
dead to throw divining bones to explain the cause of his
death. There is ueath froam natursl causes af'ter illness,
and pcople said that hc wus teken away by his departed
spirits. There 1s death from witcheraft also. Leath
from witchcraft results when a person hus eaten drug_ed
food to cause him harm or when mdecine ia useo to send a
disegse to a person or vwhen medicine la placed on his pathe

Another death was caused by one being injured by somethinge.

Wiite 1t: inhe Batswana have medicines for doctoring
which they dig in thc ground. wizards know even those
which kill s persones A doctor cures a person who is
bewitched, sometimes he fgils, But with the knowledge
of divining they are able to find out if & person is
bewitched. A pereon died either in the housc or outside,
A person died outside when there were no people asbout who
could ece him dyinge. ithen people noticed that a person
was dead, his relatives were called to huve a look at him
together with those who nursed him,. «hén a person was
seen to be dying, the children anu very younyg people were
sent away, 80 that they should not et a shock when they
sce a person dyinge vhen a percon uieu, hie eyes were
closed, he was muuve to 8it on his haunches and his arms
were foldeds After death, he was covered with his
karosses anc¢ lald down in that position at the spot where
he died. The corpse wus washed by elderly women, People

were then told that so and so has passed away, und people

gathered together there to be on gusrde. There were some
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who actually kept 8 watch close to the corpse, -hen the
ocorpse was tuken agwsy for buriasl, it wss wrapped in an
ox skin and made to sit in the grave on its huunches facing
sunset 80 that when the deceased rose again he should hasve
no difficulty in stanaing ups The corpse was never
exaainea but a decision was arrived at by casting bones
after the buriale A person wss buried the day following
that of hic death, he was buried on the second daye vhen
a per-on had died, the ohief and all the people as well a8
his relatives were informede. People brought food end small
stock, it wse saild that those were for his burisl. A wan
was buried in the cattle kraal. A women was buried in the
house or in the back yarde The grave wus dng during the
nisht out of eight of the cpildren and the young, the corpse
was glso buried during thc night so that the chiluren should
not see where thelr father or wother was burled. They wvwere
told that he had gone away on a journey amnd would return
af'ter soze years, Eartli was throen into the . rave anu the
top was smearcd with dung mixed with earth, In ihe cattle
kraasl, the grave was filled to the level of the msnure so
that nothing could be seen of it,

unly adults went to the burisle. Thc relatives of the
decegsed wsre the pecple conducted the cerenony and friends
Joined in the work. The corpse was carried by men. No
prayers were sald like nowadays, A person was Jjust buried
aﬁid sorrow snd weeping. i‘he older people comforted the
relatives of the cdeceased so that they should not weep
unceasingly, as that would fri_hten the children, They
used to say: rest in peace, 'Appeal rfor rain on our behalf
to the spirits where you are going. food vhere death
occurred was never salted, Jheep, .ocats and cattle were
slaughtered rfor the people to eat. The bereaved people

shaved their hair, Uther people were buried in the veld

a8 1t is Jdonc nowsdays. They were also wrapped in the
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skin of an ox for burlal. Their feet and arms were .ied
up end they faccd west, A person who was buried in the
veld was buried at daytime. The grave wss filled with
carth any stones were placed on the top of it. People

got a witchdoctur for the grave‘;o_ﬁoctor it against
wizsrde so that they may rot come to take out the corpsc.
The Batswané Jdiu not put anyining at the grsves of their
people, becsuse they wmuinteined that the uead peruon

would not eeerthose thingae Une could not Le sble to

take out tie bones of the dcceased peraon or Lo bury one
of their people in the sasue grave, They only placed them
neat to each othere The pcople vere burled in one place.
Furthermore,.people of differcnt families were not mixed,
The children were afraid of going to the graveyard because
they thought that the people would kill them. The chief
v.a8 buriecd at a different place, and not where other people
were buried. “he people were not buried at the sgme place.
If a person dleu from drowning, he wss buried in the river.
If he was8 bitten to death by & crococile, he wat burled
with the ;arments he was wearing,. If he was bitten by

8 lion,he waes buried st the spot wherc 1t had bitten hia.
durderers were throvwn alive into precipicese. shose who
dieu in tue battlefield were dovoured by vultures, = The
ﬁou:e of » veceaswd percon or one in which a person died
wa8 smeared with wet catlle uung ana earth on its floor,
his belonyging s were spread out anu shaken off by relatives
such as his father's sisters, gbandmothera and the maternal
uncle's wifes They threw earth and sshes on his geruments
and beat them with Pticka to make them clean. The house
is smeared with wet dung unmixed with earth and after that,
they smearsd the house and the front yards The people

who had carried the corpse were said io be unclean because

of handling it and the earth of the srsve. That is the
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regson vhy they had to wash their hanas on their arrivuel at
home. The wife or husband anu children wore mourning
clothes so thst 1t could be knuwn that they are in grief
throungh bersvement. Their sign wes the shaving of their
hair, not néking feastivuls or dancing and singinge for
an olaer person the wmourning period is one sear, for a
young person 1t is8 six montné. It a :an ie deacu, the
maternal uncle gets a witchuocter for the children snd
their mother to cleanse them witt: the contents of a shcep's
stomach wmixed [with *moslama’ (plant use. ror cerc .onisl
purificsetion;, uwnc other aedicine:. for clesnsing,. They
waah their bodies with theme 'ow when the periloa of
aonrning 1s over, they leave their hair to grow, they dance
snd sing and {rink beers The Satewans B8ay: A man may
not marry bef¢re four years has expired after the ueath of
his first wifg,. The sa.e appliee to his wife, If he
or she uarries quickly, thcy say that he or she is the one
who killed her or him in order to marry of et married

againe
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