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The Basotho eay: if a man dies lesvin. children ho rnre

boye, the elcert if the one who controle the c=ttle kranl. He
diﬁlaea what ie voesesgea in the krsal and dieiributee it amonget
hifr younrer brothere. The household poodr b-long to their
wiaowsed mother.  The blanket he war vearing and hif trousrere are
hir uncl*¢. ‘The boys' irheritance is the cattle, goats, rhce
anc horéee. ‘‘he ,irle have no inheritnnce when their father is
dead. The little onees pet nothing. If a man ie a polyganiet,
the children of th- wiver of the polygarlrt are aleo piven the
ghe~e WEich ie due to them, they are given cattle, rfheed and
goata. Theilr mothere have conirol of thelr hourer. If that
nan hag a certain »elce of lanc over which he rulee, an ox 1ie
then taken to the chief and with it the chief 1e¢ tola that hie
suolect has passed away. 1he¢ hcuees renain under the control

of the women who live in them. 1f there are nmal¢ children, the
wife ol & polygerniet owne Lhe housge, anc their father'e belongings
are theirsg in their nrother'se house. If one of Lre wives has no
wale lresue, the female chiluren will b« brought up by the male
chila of the biyg houre. The hourehold goode do not get rixec,
they are téken as one,. Yer, they are dealt with according to
the wirh of the sick person or actorulin, to hisg inetructione.

But if there ie a mirunceretanding in the-kraal,»the natter iea
taken to the chlef and thrt wish if coneldered by the men of

the council and they ~ct in accoraance with hls word. Irf trere
is no Melr who if the eldesat, there goods t'all on to the widow,
they rhall be unuer her control and she will bring up the child-
ren with them. Thir widow i¢ given to rer hurband's younger
brother. Thie man ic forced by hir relatives evin if he doesg
not 1ike to take hie brother's wife to make her his wife.  When
he hae marriea her, he cannot foreake her becaure eche i hir
wife. Hie duty when he hae married ir to bring up the children

and to ree to their maintensance at the home of hie €laer brother,
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he too being the ovner ol the hone. Neverthelesr, he ief neither
controllea by theee children nor irelr mother. It is he who
controle them becaure they heve to lirten to vhat he tellre ther.
Even il he doer not behnve vell, rhe hae no ri, ht to drive him away
her only courre ie¢ to take him to the council fo that he may bhe
exhorted or renonrtrated with by the men of the council. He hre
authority in tbhe Kraal. Thie women will hava an arpument with
him over her little children if he doees not treat them well or

ir their uncle uoer not take care¢ of them pro.erly. then the
eldest ron hare already marred, it ie then that he is given hir
inheritance, but he does not take the houre, he only taker hire
cornlande and cattle. If the wife dies, and ehe hae gone and
daughtere, the dleher, clothee, blankete sand other thinge ehich
belong, to her, are taken by the girle. The houre alero 1e theire
but trey do not recelve it if their father ie nnt yet married.
Cattle and #mall rtock are divided amongrt sl the chilcren.

The cornlande and crope belong to all of them. bBoundariees are
made in the cornlanue so that they may work théir oyn cornlande.
Their mother'e sieter ie given a sheep, a ulrh and fpoone eo

that she ray know that rhe ir dead. 1t ie saild that thir meane
that eche murt give her up for good. If he marriee another

woman, he ft1ll given her cornlande becrure he etill h s hie own.

END 5. 2564

T™.

Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.





