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THE COURT RESUMES AT 14h00 ON 1987-08-17: 

POPO SIMON MOLEFE, still under oath: 

FURTHER CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR JACOBS: Th e n e x t e x h i b i t I 

want to refer you to, Mr Holefe, in this regard is 11 E1 11
• 

COURT: Where was this document found? 

MR JACOBS: In the UDF offices in Johannesburg. 

Have you got it? -- I have got it. 

This is the minutes of a National Executive Meeting of 

the UDF held on 5 and 6 November 1983. -- That is correct. 

And you attended tnat meeting? -- That is so. 

And are you instrumental in compiling this report or 

the minutes? I compiled the report, the minu~es. 

Now, will you have a look at paragraph 6.1.6.4 under 

the heading 11 Conscription 11 • 

so. 

Have you got it? 

Will you read that paragraph please? --

That is 

11The Western Cape region was instructed to form a 

commission on the question of conscription. It was 

decided that the youth organisations affiliated to the 

10 

front be encouraged to spearhead the campaign. The 20 

general secretary was instructed to make available to 

the Western Cape region all affiliated youth groups. 11 

MR JACOBS: So Mr Molefe, I put it to you that this is in 

line with the principle that the general office and national 

office will be responsible for initiating campaigns, and it 

initiated this campaign against conscription? 

understand it that way. 

.L do not 

And I put it to you further that i ~ is also in line 

with the principle tha.~ it is the regions who must carry 

out and co-ordinate and see that the camoaign is carried 30 

out/ •.• 
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out? -- This is not set out here • In fact , to the contrary • 

What this thing says is that a suggestion is made that 

affiliates, youth affiliates be encouraged to take up the 

campaign. It does not even say the regions must do that. 

If that is put on the basis of what is written here, it is 

incorrect. 

But that is a principle. We had it this morning, the 

principle is that campaigns will be initiated by the nations 

offices. Is that correct? I did not accept that as a 

general principle. I said there are those campaigns which 

would have originated in the national office by way of the 

dis cuss i ens starting at the 1 evel of the NEC. There are 

others which do not necessarily come from the NEC. So that 

that cannot be taken as a general principle. 

And it was decided here on this, that there must be 

such a campaign and it was the youth organisations encouraged 

to be the spearhead of this campaign? -- That is correct, 

but whether the campaign was implemented is another story. 

A decision may be taken, but until that decision has been 

implemented, one cannot even begin to talk of it as a cam-

paign. In principle that has been accepted. 

And furthermore instructions were issued 

make available to the Western Cape region all 

youth groups? -- That is correct. 

Did you do that? I did not do it. 

to you to 

affiliated 

Why not? Well, because of the overload of work, and 

also because of lack of proper response from the regions. 

I personally could not go out to each affiliate. I relied 

on the regions to do it. 

But there was an instruction issued to you as 

general/ ••• 

the 

10 

20 
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general secretary? -- That is correct. 

Is it correct that you kept lists of all the youth 

organisations in your offices? Well, I would have a list 

The new ones I would not as at the time of the launch. 

have. They would be in the regions, and in any event, 

those as at the time of the launch were in the possession 

of each region of the UDF at that stage. 

i'-1r Molefe, will you agree that the regions would nat 

be in possession - the Western Cape would nat be in posses

sion of the affiliated youth groups in the Transvaal? 

They have that, in the sense that the list of those or

ganisations which attended the national launch was available 

to all the regions. 

But the important factor is that it was decided by the 

UDF National to have a campaign on conscription? -- That is 

correct. That of course would be also dependent an the 

findings of the commission set out in the first line of the 

paragraph, the first and second line of the paragraph, the 

first sentence of the paragraph. 

10 

And were committees eventually anti-conscription 2C 

committees eventually appointed? 

certain regions. 

They were formed in 

Now, in the Transvaal, I understood your evidence this 

morning, there was a committee in the Transvaal? There 

was. 

uid it take up matters regarding this campaign? 

F"rom what I could understand they had been holding discus-

sions on that. 

Do you know whether any workshops were held in regard 

to the anti-conscription question? I believe they did 3C 

hold/ ••• 
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hold workshops, but I never attended any of the workshops. 

And the purpose of that workshop I suppose must have 

been carrying out the campaign? I believe the purpose 

would be really· to clarify those who were present, to clarify 

themselves on the issues relating to conscription, and T .. 
believe possibly also to investigate the best way in which 

- first whether it is possible to take up that campaign, 

and if so, how to take it up, and what is the kind of struc-

ture through which that campaign could be conducted and so 

on. I think they would have really discussed those kinds 10 

of issues, but as I say, I was not present at any of those 

workshops. 

I would like you to have a look at EXHIBIT "52", para-

graph 3.3. 

COURT: Where was -;his document found? 

MR JACOBS: This one was found, item 31, UDF Johannesburg 

documents. This is the minutes of a regional executive 

committee meeting held on 3 December 1983? -- That is cor-

rect. 

Now, in paragraph 3.2.3 it seems as if the Tranvaal 20 

Regional Committee Executive accepted that there must be an 

anti-conscription campaign. Do you agree? -- It may well 

mean that, but what I understand this to be is actually a 

rough agenda for the PE conference. 

Well, according to this there is an anti-constitution 

campaign? -- That is correct. According to this the anti-

constitution campaign was going to be discussed, and the 

million signature campaign was going to be discussed. 

And the anti-conscription campaign was going to be 

discussed? -- 'les, so that really one cannot say that these 3[ 

campaigns/ ••• 
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campaigns were in fact they were not there because at 

this stage the UDF had not taken a decision, a final decision 

even on the question of the million signature campaign. 

It was a matter that was still being discussed in the region. 

What happened here is, the secretariat discussed these 

issues and the Transvaal secretary is giving a report to 

this REC, Regional Executive Committee meeting, a report of 

the discussions of the national secretariat, and he says to 

them, amongst the issues discussed was the proposed agenda 

for the PE conference, and we suggest these things as the 

agenda for the conference. 

campaigns had taken place. 

It does not follow that those 

In fact Your Lordship will 

realise that the decision in respect of the million signature 

campaign is really finalised at the conference in PC: in 

December, on 17 and 18 December. 

And I put it to you, it is an accepted fact here by 

the Transvaal that there will be a campaign on anti

conscription. -- That there is that intention, there is the 

desire to take up conscription as a campaign. 

And what is more, this emanates. from a report from the 

national secretariat? -- That is correct. 

And it was even accepted by you people that there will 

be in the national secretariat, there will be a campaign, 

anti-conscription campaign? -- That the issue a f cons c rip

tion needed serious attention, because it was, as I pointed 

out, at the heart of the proposals for the tri-cameral 

parliament. And this mat-cer is covered - I cannot offhand 

remember the exhibit, !Jut in any event the minutes of this 

conference in PE would give an indication of how the issue 

of conscription was handled at that level. 

I I ... 

10 

20 

30 
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I would like you to have a look also at EXHIBIT 11 T25 11 

page 5, paragraph 5. 

COURT: Where was this document found? 

f'-'1R JACOBS: It was found with a person by the name of Daniel 

Nkosi of Ratanda. Do you know i'1r Daniel Nkosi of Ratanda, 

Mr Molefe? -- I do. 

What is he? What is he doing? What is he in any of 

the organisations affiliated to UDF? -- He is a member of 

the Ratanda Civic Association, but I am not certain of that 

civic association was an affiliate of the UDF. 

Can you tell the Court, Mr Molefe, is the secretariat 

report also sent to all the affiliated orgnisations? 

Which secretarial report? 

From the UDF, any secretarial reports? I do not 

know. My duty as the national office is to make available 

my reports to the regions of the UDF. They may well of 

course send it to their affiliates, but this one is not the 

report of the national secretary. 

And do you know if it is policy of the UDF that region

al secretarial reports be circulated among the affiliated 

organisations? I do not know, but I would be surprised 

if that did not happen oecause these anyway are important 

documents that the affiliates should know about. 

This document according to the heading of it is UDF 

Transvaal secretarial report to the an11uaJ general meeting 

held on 9 March 1985. -- That is so. 

Now, will you read paragraph 5? 

"The political and economic crises facing the apartheid 

state was evident by 1982. 11 

10 

2C 

MR JACOBS: I do not know if we have got it. EXHIBIT 11 T25 11 • 3( 

That I . .. 
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-- That is what I am reading. 

read page 1. 

I thought I was required to 

Page 5 oaragraph 5. -- Page 5 has got no paragraph 5 -

I see, item 5. 

11 A program of action for the UDF has begun to ~ake 

shape in the following issues and campaigns: the unchair 

oppression ana release our leaders campaign; the cost 

of living issues; the anti-conscript:on campaign; the 

anti-forced removals campaign; the development of 

organisation in rural areas and the campaign to bring 

tne Black Local Authorities, the tri-cameral parliament 

and the Bantustan governments to a halt. We go forward 

confidently with the knowledge that not many more of 

our AGM's will be held under apartheid rule. 11 

MR JACOBS: According to this it is accepted and it is a 

fact in the Transvaal region that there is a campaign against 

- an anti-conscription campaign, there is an anti-conscrip-

tion campaign going. 

this to mean that. 

I do not know if the writer intenoea 

He says the program of action for the 

UDF has begun to take shape in the following issues and 

campaigns. It may well be that they meant that there were 

Discussions to develop a program of action on those issues. 

On those campaigns and issues? -- What he calls issues 

and campaigns. It may well be he meant that, but tnat does 

not change the position that I have presented to this Court, 

that as far as I am concerned, tnere was no anti-

conscription campaign by the UDF in the sense tnat I defined 

my unaerstanding of campaigns. 

ASSESSOR (fJlR KRUGEL): W h a t i s a c amp a i g n , M r 1\1 o l e f e ? 

Well, I haa saia in the context of the UDF, campaign would 

be/ 

10 

2C 

31 



Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2017.

842.71 14 016 r_,OLEFE 

be a definea activity of the UDF co-ordinated nationally by 

the UDF with predetermined goals. 

Yes, I oo not think we are on the same wavelength. 

What do you understand under the word "campaign"? As .i. 

say, it is a particular activity, activities focussing on a 

particular issue, as the main issue that the UDF is gearing 

its effort towaros, and it is co-ordinated by tne UDF, and 

it has preaetermined goals. It has set out goals that the 

UDF wants to achieve through that kind of campaign. Let us 

take the million signature campaign for instance. We set 10 

out to collect a million signatures, and we co-ordinate 

that campaig, ana we say as part of that campaign we would 

like to win new members and strengthen organisations. 

COURT: Could I just pause there? A campaign, could that 

not conceivably be a regional campaign and still be a cam-

paign? -- It may well be, but then that cannot be said to 

be a UDF campaign. 

Well, why not if it is co-oroinated by the Transv3al 

region of the UDF? -- On betlalf of tne UDF. 

The Transvaal region of the UDF and ; .... - .. is under the 20 

banner of the UDF, would it then be a campaign if it is not 

a national campaign? -- It may be a regional campaign. 

So a campaign in itself is not necessarily a national 

one? A campaign can be a regional campaign as well? 

That is correct. That is why I said in the context of the 

UDF National. Those campaigns where I would have to ao with 

the co-ordination and so on. There may be other localised 

issues. 

And are you and counsel not at cross-purposes? Wnen 

counsel speaks of a campaign it seems to me that he intends 3[ 

to I . .. 
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to refer to an activity, a defined activity oy the UDF 

which may either Oe regional or local or national, provided 

it has the stamp of approval of the UDF an it, whereas you 

call a UDF campaign a nation-wide campaign co-ordinated and 

run by the UDF? That is so , but even at that 1 eve l a f 

the region, then we should be able to show the co-ordination 

of that campaign, how the goals were defined and so on. 

i'Jow, is it not possible that the Transvaal had a cam-

paign against conscription whereas the National UDF still 

had it in the planning stage? Well, my understanding is 10 

tnat in fact all of them were in the planning stages, even 

when you look at for instance the Western Cape whicn was 

fairly advanced than any of the regions, itself, it was not 

able to conauct that as a UDF campaign, and in fact the 

documen-:;s which purport to oe minutes or reports of the 

Western Cape indicate that the problems of building that 

into the UDF were, they aid not know whether '-1-1 u should be 

done by the General Council of the UDF at that level or a 

separate structure, and that separate structure would not 

amount to the reproduction of the General Council. There 2C 

were all those problems which remained unsolved, unresolved. 

is true that there LUas tne intention to take up that 

campaign, and I think the exhioit that was presented here 

as 11 C53 11 accurately reflects the situation. 

1"1R JACOBS: Mr Molefe, wno was co-ordinating the campaign 

against the new constitution? A special committee was 

set up for that. 

Yes, ana oefore that? -- It was done througn the nacion-

a: uffice. 

And not through the iransvaal region? Well, in 3[ 

r-espect/ ••• 
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respect of regional activities, but it was a national cam-

paign, it had to be co-ordinated nationally. 

aut is it nat in line with what we i1ave seen this 

morning according to EXHIBIT 11 C53", that it is the duty of 

the national office to initiate the campaigns, bu-;; it is 

the duty of the regions to conduct and co-ordinate the cam-

paigns? -- I would like to go back to that exhibit sa that 

when T ... respond, I know exactly what is written in that 

exhibit. May I be advised as to the section that counsel 

is basing his interpretation on or his question an? 10 

COURT: To which part are you referring, Mr Jacobs? 

MR JACOBS: I will have to check up and see again. Paragraph 

4.4.1, I think it is on page 15. You can also look at page 

17 paragraph (x). 

COURT: Which portion of this paragrapn 4.4.1? 

MR JACOBS: The heading of it: 

"The UDF head office serves as a linkage between the 

different regions. In addition its role can be broadly 

defined as initiating campaigns" 

and then on page 17 paragraph (x). 20 

COURT: It is paragraph 4.4.2(x). I see that. However, 

once said the regions take up the campaigns they have got 

to be if they are UDF campaigns, they have to be co-

ordinated nationally by the UDF. It states here that often 

regions will not be in a position, regions will not be in a 

position to entirely take responsibility far these campaigns. 

1"1R JACOBS: So is the position not this, that the first 

point is that campaigns are initiated by the national office 

according to these two paragraphs now, that is the first 

part of it? -- That is what he says, that it is a two-way 3C 

process/ .•• 



Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2017.

842.83 14 019 MOLEFE 

process. 

And the second point is, it is only when If I 

may be allowed to finish the comment, that it is a two-way 

process. If it is in the case of those which started at 

t h e r~ E C , t h en t h e y go down t o t h e r e g i o n s , b u t s t i ll t h e y 

have to come back to the NEC, and there are others which 

come as proposals 

up to the NEC and 

from 

then 

the regions themselves 

to other regions. So 

and 

tnat 

they go 

the 1\JEC 

could initiate them only insofar as it syntnesises the 

views of various regions and say finally give a feed-o.ack 

to all the regions that in respect of this issue that arose 

at such and such a region, the general view of the regions 

is that this must be taken up as a campaign. In that sense 

then it becomes something initiated by the NEC, by the 

national office. 

ASSESSOR 0'1R KRUGEL): Mr Molefe, while we are back with 

EXHIBIT "C53", could we perhaps just discuss the paragraph 

on page 6 under 1.2.3, "Anti-Election Campaign", which is 

or was - which was a UDF campaign at the time? -- That is 

so. 

The last paragraph reads as follows: 

"Successes were achieved by linking day-to-day strug-

gles with political issues, thus issues like food 

prices, housing, education and the threat of conscrip

tion were important facets of this campaign." 

So actually conscription is seen here conscription ap-

parently was then used according to this paragraph as a 

facet of the oroader campaign, the anti-election campaign? 

Well, in the sense that the conducting the argument 

against the new constitution, one of the reasons was that 

it I . .. 

1C 

2f 

3 
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it was laying the basis for the conscription of the Coloured 

and Indian youth. In that sense, yes, it became part of 

this, because I said the issue of conscription was really 

at the heart of the constitutional proposals. The a:rguments 

which were presented as to why the Coloureds ana Indians 

should be given a vote were essentially the fact that they 

have to go and fight on the borders. So that in that sense, 

in the argument the issue of conscription would be referred 

to from time to time, but conscription per se as a campaign, 

it was nat t~ke~ up. 

It is described in this document, I think under the 

heading - it is in another document where they are referred 

to as limited activities. -- Yes. 

MR JACOBS: And do you agree that the anti-conscription was 

a national matter, Mr Molefe, and not only restricted to 

one or other province? It was a na'tional matter out no 

clear approach had developed yet on that issue. The matter 

was still under discussion. It had not reached the stage 

where we at the national level coulo be able to handle that 

10 

issue. 20 

And the other part of this question now is that it was 

the regions that must advance campaigns, whether they emanate 

from the regions themselves 

That is in paragraph 4. 4. 2, 

on page 16. You asked me 

or from the national office. 

the heading of that pa:-agraph, 

to refer you back to that. 

Which section are we referring to? 

The heading of that· 11 Dther National Functions", the 

first paragraph, that paragraph underneath "National Func-

tions". That is sa. 

So Mr Molefe, can we then get it clear: it is a function 

of/ ••• 

30 
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of the UDF National to initiate campaigns. That is the 

first paint. Is it correct or not? -- I would not say ..... 
l " 

is its function. It does there are circumstances where 

it initiates campaigns. 

And I put it to you, the next point is, it is a func-

tion of the regions to advance the campaigns initiated by 

the executive? That is correct, regions would advance 

campaigns and the National would have to co-ordinate the 

campaigns conducted by various regions, in respect of the 

specific focus that the UDF nas decided upon. 10 

And the third possibility is, in case it is impossible 

for a region to conduct and advance a campaign, then it is 

the duty of the National again, then they will take it 

over. -- To what, conduct that campaign? 

Yes? It does not work like that. The national 

office is run by two full-time employees, and then you have 

some members of the National Executive who will become part 

of that. If the Western Cape region of the UDF is unable 

to run a campaign, it is simply that it is finished, you 

cannot hvae 25 or 20 people going to conduct a campaign in 2C 

the region of the Western Cape. The nat ian a 1 a f f ice might 

try to motivate that region to take up that campaign, out 

if it is unable to do it, there is nothing the national 

office can do. 

Can we also have clarity on who co-ordinated and conduc-

ted the campaign against Black Local Authorities? The 

national office did, though essentially the vast bulk of 

the work was dane by the regions because they are mare im-

mediately in contact with the regional situation than the 

national office is. 3 

Do/ ••• 
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Do you know whether any media emanated from the UDF 

either na-r;ionally or regionally in regard to the conscrip

tion - let us put it in brackets then - issue? -- I cannot 

recall any nati::Jnal media produced on anti-conscription, on 

conscription, neither do I recall regional media produced 

in that regard. I do not know. 

Do you know whether this anti-conscription, was it 

used in meetings, mass meetings, rallies organised by the 

UDF? Yes, it was linked to the issue of elections to the 

tri-cameral parliament, as one of the implications of the 10 

implementation of the tri-cameral system. 

Mr Molefe, I would like to take you to another campaign. 

Was the International Youth Year a campaign accepted by the 

UDF National? -- I believe so, though it was really a cam

paign of the affiliates of the UDF essentially. 

Was it a campaign of the affiliates or was it a cam

paign taken over by UDF f~ational? -- I think it was essen-

tially a campaign of the affiliates of the UDF. UDF National 

was not co-ordinating that. 

Do you know who paid for this campaign? -- I was infor- 20 

med that the NEC supported financially the youth affiliates; 

to what extent I do not know, but I think to a limited 

extent some money was given to them. 

Did the UDF National specially set about some money 

for the running of this campaign? -- I know of no special 

money set aside for that. 

COURT: The a f f i 1 i ate s had to pay a subscription to the 

region. Is that correct, an annual subscription? That 

is correct. 

But how did UDF National get its money? 

your/ ••• 

Where did 3( 
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The UDF National relied largely 

Grants? Yes, and then of course it would print T-

shirts and sell them to raise money, and where regions had 

raised a lot of money, they would give part of it to the 

national office. 

MR JACOBS: Will you have a look at EXHIBIT "C41.5", that 

is in Volume 3. -- I have got the exhi~it. 

On page 3 of that, Mr Molefe, under the heading ''Region-

al Debts". 10 

COURT: 41.5 has only got two pages and it is a circular 

letter or a memorandum. 

MR JACOBS: I just want to check the numbers. It is 41.3. 

There is a reference on page 3 of that •• 

COURT: What is the status of this document? 

MR JACOBS: This was found in the UDF offices in Johannesburg 

and this is the minutes of a joint treasurer's meeting held 

on 12 January 1985 in Durban, and it was signed by you, r-1r 

Molefe, is that correct? -- I have a bit of a problem. Are 

we referring to the minutes or to the circular? 

COURT: The third document is the minutes of 12 February. 

MR JACOBS: Of the joint treasurer's meeting. -- It has not 

got any signature. 

But the people present were the national treasurer, 

treasury, Transvaal, Border as well as from the national 

offices. Do you know who attended this meeting from the 

national office? -- I was present there. I think the two 

national treasurers were also present, Mr Ramgobin and 

Cassim Saluji. So was the national publicity secretary. 

think the four of us were from the national office. 

r~ow/ .•• 

20 

31 
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rJow, on page 3 of that report unaer the heading "Region-

al Debts", paragraph 5, I just want ot make something clear 

there, and the second paragraph under that .... 
1 ... em, item 5, ..... 

1 ... 

starts with Western Cape. Now, there is a reference that 

R16 000 had been allocated in March 1984 for the usual 

campaigns. Now, can you elaborate on that and tell the 

Court what money was paid over to the Western Cape and for 

what purpose? -- Well, it was really for UDF campaigns. At 

that time the campaign was the million signature campaign 

and the campaign against - it was after the campaigns against 10 

the million signature and the campaign against the tri-

cameral election. I think all they were saying is that the 

r~EC - the national treasurer was supposed to have advanced 

that: amount to the Western Cape and he haa not done it by 

that time, by the time of this meeting. 

And then will you have a look at EXHIBIT 11 C41.5 11 then? 

COURT: Just a moment, while we are on this question of 

financing. Paragraph 5 says: 

"The Transvaal region reported that they owe a total 

of R23 000 and requested the national treasury to 20 

assist them in meeting this debt. The Western Cape 

got R16 000. The Transvaal also submitted a request 

for a loan of R12 000 to be used for fundraising pur-

poses. Natal recommended that Transvaal should borrow 

from the proposed allocation for the time being. 11 

Now, this would seem to be an allocation by the NEC to the 

different REC's. I thought they were autonomous. Now it 

seems to me that they were rather dependent on the national 

body for their existence? Well, to an extent they were 

dependent because whilst they were able to raise money, Jf 

there/ ••• 
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there was a general agreement that the national office, the 

national treasurers carry the responsibility of raising 

money broadly for the UDF, and whilst there was money beyond 

what was required to run the national X amount 

thereof was given to the regions. 

MR JACOBS: Have you got EXHiaiT 11 C41.5" in front of you? 

I have got it. 

Now, i"lr Molefe, this is a document found in the UDF 

offices Johannesburg and this was sent aut by the national 

office as a memorandum and it was signed by you? -- That is 10 

correct. 

Now, what is this memorandum? About what is it? -- It 

is about the International Youth Year. Must I read through 

i t ? 1-1 a y b e c a u n s e l s h o u 1 d as k q u e s t i on s t h a t h e w a u 1 d l i k e 

to aut of this. 

Is this referring to a campaign of the International 

Youth Yea:;:- campaign? -- It is referring to a campaign that 

was being discussed by affiliates, of the youth affiliates 

of the UDF and non-affiliates of the UDF. It relates spe-

ci fically to the discussions that had taken place, I think 20 

the previous weekend or sa, the previous month. 

Will you read from the second paragraph? --

" Th e n a t i on a 1 o f f i c e d i s c us s e d t h e r e p o r t ( v e r b a 1 ) o f 

the said meeting 'J.Ji th the co-ordinators of both the 

NY 0 an d t h e I Y Y name 1 y 6 en ~~a t s i s i a n d De a c o n i-1 a t i • 

After this discussion the national office was left 

with the impression that firstly there was no strang 

motivation as to why the campaign should not oe =onduc-

ted under the banner of the UDF. Secondly tha't there 

was no clarity as to how they propose to prepare for 30 
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the campaign between then and the formation of the 

NVO. Thirdly that meeting did not seem to recognise 

the urgency of the IVY and to that extent did not give 

a deadline for co-ordinating structures to be set up 

and the unrolling of the IVY program. 11 

MR JACOBS: So was this campaign taken over under the aus-

pices of the ·national office? -- No, it was not. There was 

a motivation - the motivation really was that the campaign 

be conducted under the banner of the UDF. That was the 

motivation, but it was not - in any event I do not know, 

because finally I got detained and this thing was to reach 

a climax in 1985, I think July or so, 1985. It may well be 

that later on it was co-ordinated by the national office, 

but I do not know. But up to the time of my arrest it was 

not co-ordinated by the national office. 

Will you read the second paragraph please? 

"It is the view of -che national :Jffice that the decis-

ion taken is incorrect." 

1"1R JACOBS: Which decision are you referring to here? 

10 

The decision that the IVY would not be conducted under the 20 

banner of the UDF. 

"The UDF has already won a great amount of legitimacy 

both nationally and internationally. Many people and 

organisations on these plains will support anything 

that is associated with the front. To give the IVY 

campaign publicity and to win even greater support for 

it, we need to encourage our affiliates to conduct it 

under the banner of the UDF. This will also provide a 

measure of protection from the State harrassment to 

activists for they will be projected as UDF activists 

in/ ••• 
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in the event of detention and arrest, and the State 

does not want negative publicity at this stage. They 

may therefore avoid unnecessary arrests." 

MR JACOBS: Yes, and the next paragraph? --

"But important is the fact that we have already started 

building the UDF as a vehicle to advance our struggle. 

The youth organisations in their campaigns, especially 

the IVY, must be seen to be part of this broad move-

ment. "The IVY provides the scenario. Another factor 

which every region must take into account is that it 10 

is the UDF which is ultimately responsible for every-

thing done by our affiliates locally and abroad. 

There must be therefore a close co-operation and common 

discipline to our approach to issues. Now the UDF 

having gained experience during past campaigns, it 

stands a better chance of assisting and ensuring that 

the campaign becomes a success. 11 

r·1R JACOBS: Mr Molefe, and is it not so that the campaign 

was eventually after this letter, it was decided and the 

campaign was run under the auspices of the UDF? I do not 20 

know of that decision. I think "C102 11 might give us an 

idea as to what the situation was like in 1985 1 by April 

1985. If I may just look it up. 

Will you have a look - I think I can help you there 1 

"C102" page 10 paragraph 3.5, Volume 6. I am sorry if 

mislead you, I have numbered my pages 1 that is for my con-

venience. No 10 is the secretarial repor~. -- It is .;. " ac .. ua..L-

ly page 3 of the secretarial report. 

Paragraph 3.5. -- As I understand it, ::-ight up to this 

time it was still a matter that was handled by the affiliates 30 
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of the UDF. 

Is it correct that it says he~e. on the last page: 

"The South African Government is pouring thousands of 

rands into its youth campaign and it is essen~ial that 

the way in which we conduct this campaign leaves no 

doubt as to who represents the people of cur country. 

We must use the campaign to effectively project extra-

parliamentary opposition to the viable alternative to 

the current ragime. 11 

That is what it says. 10 

Is it not referring to the UDF in the secretarial 

report that you have written here? It ~efers to those 

affiliates of the UDF and all it indicates is that the UDF 

was fully behind that campaign, it supported it. 

So there was then a campaign an the International 

Youth Year, still another campaign that you said, except 

for the four mentioned by you? -- By the affiliates, it was 

supported by the UDF. 

M:. t\1olefe, this secretarial report, :..f I understood it 

correctly, it was compiled by you? -- Jointly with my col- 20 

league Mr Lekor.a. 

And while we are here now, before I forget abau t it, 

the key note address on this meeting, did you receive . ... 
l ;,. 

before the time? -- I did not. 

When was this report completed? It was completed on 

the morning of Saturday. 

Is it before the start I think it was befo:.e 

the start of the conference - no, after the confe~ence had 

s"'carted. The conference had opened on Friday night. 

~nd you were not present? -- I was not. 30 

!4 t I ... 
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At the conference? Yes. 

You see, there is something strange because in this 

secretarial report you refer to the contents of the key 

note address? -- Yes. 

Where did you get it from? Well, I was compiling 

the report jointly with no 20. He gave one of the key note 

addresses. It refers to that. 

What was his address to the meeting? What were the 

contents of his address to the meeting? I cannot give 

the full content, but it dealt broadly with what we under- 10 

stood by, from protest to challenge and mobilisation and 

organisation, and it dealt with what we called the camp of 

the enemy and the people's camp, defining the need to win 

more and more those people who are se::-ving the structures 

that promote the policies of apartheid over to the side of 

the UDF and to influence the thinking within Government 

circles, persuading them to move away from the policies of 

apartheid, and to support the democratic alternatives as 

projected by the UDF. 

Now, r~r Molefe, the International Youth Year campaign, 20 

do you know who actually were the people who conducted that 

campaign? 

COURT: You mean where, in South Africa? 

f·1R JACOBS: Who was in control, conducted it in the sense 

of organising ..... 
l!..' con"trolling 'J.. 

1 ... ' co-ordinating it, in 

South Africa? Well, we do not believe in -:his tning of 

controlling, but it was co-ordinated by a committee that 

was set up to co-ordinate it. iVly recollection is -:hat tne 

key co-ordinator of that committee was Daniel i'lotsisi, and 

there was another chap, I think his name is Vincent Williams. 30 
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Those are the two people I can recall. 

was also a member of that committee. 

I think Deacon Mati 

Now, the three that you can remember, were they members 

on the executive of the UDF? -- Deacon was a member of the 

Transvaal Executive, and later on Dan also became a member 

of the Transvaal Executive. But I must hasten to state 

clearly here that when they served on that committee, they 

were not seconded by the Transvaal Executive to serve there. 

They were e 1 ec ted by 

the issue, and the 

youth groups 

officials of 

that 

the 

had met to discuss 

UDF were not there 

except these two fellows. In fact my recollection is that 

that committee was formed long before Dan f'-1otsisi became a 

member of the Transvaal Executive of the UDF, at the time 

it was only Deacon who was a member of the Transvaal Exe

cutive. 

Do you know whether this committee did conduct this 

campaign under the auspices of the UDF? -- There were debates 

on that thing. I do not know 11 it finally was conducted 

under the banner of the UDF. All I know is that from the 

10 

documents that I had seen which were written some time in 20 

1984, the impression was c~eated that it would be conducted 

under the banner of the UDF, but at the beginning of 1985 

the situation had changed. 

r1r Mo 1 efe, can you remember il ow many members we:;.- e on 

this co-ordinating committee? -- I cannot remember. 

not met with that committee myself. 

And where was this committee situated? 

I have 

think 

there was a request from their side at some stage that they 

would like the national office to allow them to use the 

phone from time to time and the facilities when they wanted 

to I . .. 

30 
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to deal with - do some work of co-ordinating, phoning regions 

and so on, or phoning oversEas and so on. So that I do not 

know precisely whEre thay ware based, but they could come 

f:-om time to time to use the national office. They were 

free to do that. 

rJ ow , Ex H I a I T n J 5 n , h a v e y o u g o t i t w i t h y o u ? - - I h a v e 

got ..... 
1 ... 

This is a document that was found with Roland WhitE in 

Port Elizabeth. I do not know if yours has got - on the 

opposite page there .1s a letter under which this document 10 

was sant. -- Yes, I have got that letter. Is it the letter 

on the left-hand side of which is UDF National Office, 16 

November 1984? That is.the one I have. 

ASSESSOP (MR KRUGEL): S i g n e d b y Vi n c en t W i ll i am s ? -- Th a t 

is correct. 

i'-1R JACOBS: Is that the letter - would you acce;Jt it that 

that is the letter written by the ccmmi ttee mentioned by 

you? I have to read quickly th:-ough it and see if there 

is any reference to the committee. On the face of it, yes. 

Now, in the report itself, the International Youth 20 

Yea:r report of Plenary Session held at Lenasia, 10 and 11 

November 1984, . ... 
lu seems. I assume .... 

1 " is '!984. It is 

written 1985, but I do not think it is 1985. 

rJow' will you :-ead from paragraph 2 at the top there 

please? --

11 In the light of the paper presented and questions 

raised, the following discussions were held and con-

elusions reached. After WJe had established the fact 

that we were meeting as UDF affiliates and thus ac-

countable to the UDF. 11 30 
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Sa this committee accepted that they a:re accountable 

and they a:re under the auspices of UDF and they are accoun-

table to UDF? -- Well, this is what that section says. aut 

if you read it in conjunction with EXHIBIT 11 C41 11
, document 

no 5, then it is clear that by the beginning of 1985 the 

situation had changed, sa that maybe at this time that was 

the position. By 1985 the situation wsa nat as :reflected 

in this paragraph. 

Will yau accept then that according to this document 

~ 1 10 it was decided to conduct a campaign on the 1nternationa 

Youth Year under the auspices of the UDF? Yes, but also 

according to 11 C41 11 it was later decided not to conduct it 

under the banner of the UDF. 

When was that decided, Hr fvlolefe? i''lay ..i. quickly 

refer to EXHIBIT 11 C41 11 ? According to this exhibit it was 

decided on 12 and 13 January 1985. 

What was decided then , not to conduct it , where was it 

decided? There was a meeting of youth organisations in 

Natal on that weekend. I was not present at that meeting, 

?~""'u but the report I got from Deacon 1-1ati and Dan Motsisi was '-

that a decision was taken not to conduct it under the banner 

of UDF, and if you read - if one reads this memorandum care-

fully, it makes it clear that an attempt was made by the 

national office to get regions to persuade affiliates of 

the UDF to conduct tne campaign under the banner of the 

UDF, for reasons that are set aut in that memorandum. 

I would like ycu to have a look also at EXHIBIT 11 C138" 

page 9, Volume a. On the document, the typed number on the 

document it is page 5. 

COURT: P,t the bottom of these pages there 1s numbering. 30 
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Are you now referring to page 9, page 8 or to page 5? 

r·1 R J A C 0 8 S : I do not know which is the official number now. 

I have numbered it from the first page on mine. 

COURT: I do not know whether you numbered .... 
l "'. I have got 

numbering at the bottom of the pages, right in the corner. 

HR JACOBS: If we work on that one, then is page 8. 

There is a heading "Program of Action". 1 see that. 

r~ ow , t h i s do cum en t , on the firs t page , on the cover 

page there is United Democratic Front Closed AGH, 16, '17 

March 1985, Reports and Resolutions. I see that. 

rJow' according to this program of action, that i ~ 
-.:> the 

UDF program of action. Is that correct? -- Well, maybe 1 

should go through it quickly and understand what 

about. No, i'-'1' Lord, I do not understand : .... 
.1. 1.. to 

.... 
l:.. is all 

be the UDf 

program of action. I understand it to be the suggestion or 

suggestions of the compilers of this report that a program 

of action has got to be developed, and that program of 

action should include these points as set out here, that it 

should deepen the gains which result from the increased 

10 

politicisation and renewed circumstances which flow out of 20 

the popularity of the UDF. It should also include the 

whole question of ensuring a role for eacn affilia-ce as 

well as a continued co-ordinating role for the UDF. Thirdly 

that it should include campaigns around the major issues, 

forced removals, cost of living, unemployment, the internat-

ional Year of the Youth and the F:-eedom Charter. I unaer-

stand it to be the suggestion of the writer of this report, 

that when a program of action is formulated, 

include those items. 

.... 
1 .... should 

And here it is suggested then that there be a campaign 

about/ •.• 
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about the International Youth Year. Yes, i ~ is 8 sugges-

tion. 

Mr Molefe, if there is a campaign on the International 

Youth Year, do you kno~ whether any representatives of the 

UDF or anybody was sent overseas in regard to this? -- I do 

not know, but I know that before my arrest, my detention in 

1984, I had received a call from the office of the secretar-

iat, international secretariat the secretariat of the 

International Youth Year Committee based in Geneva, indicat-

ing that they are considering inviting a UDF youth represen- 10 

tative, but as it were, by the time I gat arrested, that 

had nat materialised and besides, one was removed to an 

extent from the happenings around the IYY. 

After your arrest And ~hen we look at this 

ex h i b i t t h a t w e a r e d e a 1 i n g ~ i t h i s d a t e d 1 6 a n d 1 7 1·1 a r c h 

1985, and the whole question of the IYY he:::-e is still a 

suggestion as part of the program. To me it indicates very 

clearly that even in the Western Cape at this stage .... 
1 :.. was 

nat clear as to the role of the UDF in the IYY campaign. 

Now, did the UDF discuss and decide in principle on 20 

whether they were going to send representatives to the 

International Youth Year conference? i-'1y recollection is 

that the matter was referred back to the regions and youth 

affiliates to discuss it. I cannot :-emember getting any 

feed-back on that. .. was arrested whilst the matte:- was 

under discussion. 

And do you know whether anybody did attend that ~nter-

national Youth Year? -- I do not know. As I said, the main 

event was to be, I think around July 1585, and by that time 

I was in detention. I was al:-eady charged here and awaiting 30 
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trial in gaol. 

And this International Youth Year campaign, was .... 
1 u to 

be run only in a region, in the Transvaal, say, for instance, 

or was it a national carilpaign? -- There was en interim co-

ordinating committee, national interim co-ordinating comfilit-

tee so .I..' .1.. 
~..na ~.. it was that committee that was going to co-

ordinate that campaign countrywide, as I understood it. 

And i'-'lr Holefe, was it of importance to the UDF to run 

such a campaign? -- Yes, it was. 

And did it decide to run such a campaign? Well, the 10 

UDF, it attempted to persuade its affiliates to agree to 

that, but at the time of my arrest there was no agreement 

in that respect. 

Yes, but could the UDF not have decided by themselves 

to run the campaign on a national basis? i'.Jo, the UDF 

could not do that. It depended on the youth affiliates. 

It is a matter that concerns young people, and if affiliates, 

youth affiliates did not want the UDF to do it, there was 

nothing the UDF could do, and besides the UDF would not 

like to alienate its affiliates by going against their 20 

wishes on a matter that directly concerns them. 

Hr i"lolefe, then the campaign against the Ciskei, do 

you agree now that there was a carilpaign on matters pertain-

ing to the Ciskei? -- In the manner that I have dealt with 

it in my evidence in chief, protest against the brutalities, 

giving publicity to what was happening there, putting pres-

sure on the Government to stoo those brutalities, collecting 

moneys to buy tracksuits and blankets for those people. 

Relating to that specific period of that repression, for 

3u
,..., 

that period, and I think it was really just for the month 

of/ •.• 
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of September. 

Was that a national campaign? -- In that sense, yes, 

it was, in the sense that although it was done jointly with 

the unions. 

Who decided on running this campaign? -- I think the 

i\IEC in September, 10 and 11 September, I think it should be 

contained in EXHIBIT 11 01 11 where we ;iaid that if I may 

have EXHIBIT "01". EXHIBIT "01" is the minutes of the UOF 

rJEC held on 10 and 11 September 1983 at Phoenix Settlement 

in Durban. At page 5 of the minutes, i tern 13 refers to 10 

Ciskei and the banning of Sao. I would just quickly like 

to, if Your Lordship permits, read that section, the whole 

section. It says: 

"Following the repression in Ciskei snd the banning of 

SAO, the NEC took these decisions: to call mass meetings 

in protest of the banning of SAO and to pledge solider-

i ty with the people of Ciskei; to draw the unions into 

the campaign; if the unions already have plans of 

thei:- own, the UDF should try to into their pro-

grams; the secretariat to call urgent meetings with 20 

the un.i.ons in all structured regions; to issue press 

statements on the banning of SAO; t:J expose the fraud 

of the Bantustan policy; the secreta:-iat to work out 

proposals for meetings with unions on an ongoing basis; 

Western Cape region find cut what unions wha~ unions 

were doing regarding illegal arrest of unionists f:::-om 

GWU (that is Gene:ral Workers' Union) and the African 

Food and Canning Work~rs' Union; Durban region to 

approach the Durban office of SAO; Transvaal region to 

approach the Legal Resources Centre on the il:egal 3w 

hand-over/ ••• 
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hand-over of unionists f:;:-om General Workers 1 Union and 

African Food and Canning Workers 1 Union to Ciskei by 

the South Africa Police." 

So t h a t r e a ll y w h a t t h e IJ E C w a s c o n c e :;:- n e d a b o u t w a s t h e 

publicity around this issue, calling meetings to protest, 

and in areas where the unions had al:;:-eady started, the UDF 

would simply t:oy to fit into the activit!es of the 1 • .mions. 

I think in the Transvaal unions had decided that they wanted 

to set up a committee to handle this campaign, and the UDF 

became part of that ad hoc committee, and meetings were 10 

held in other places, but the real purpose of those meetings 

was really to demonstrate protest and to give as much publi-

city to what was happening in the region as possible. So 

the whole issue was really limited to protest and publicity, 

in that respect. It was not an ongoing campaign against 

Ciskei ·in the sense of a campaign. J. doubt if the matter 

would have been considered in this light if there had not 

been those atrocities taking place at the time. 

So it was not on an ongoing basis, but in this !'epo:-t 

it says here: 20 

"·· that the secretariat LUork out proposals for meetings 

w i t h u n· i o n s o n a n o n g o i n g b as i s • " 

That relates to a general relationship with the unions. 

It really relates to the drive by the UDF to draw unions 

into its ranks. It is not specifically :-elated to the 

Ciskei thing, although this issue had presented fresh oppor-

tunities for that, that kind of a thing to be followed up. 

Now, Mr Molefe, you said that it LUas to give publicity; 

publicity to what? -- Atrocities. 

Only :.n the Ciskei? Th e k i 11 i n g of p eo p l e t h e r e , 

the/ ••• 
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the arrests of hundreds of people into the stadia, the as-

saul ts on people, all those kind of things, the banning of 

SAO itself, an affiliate of UDF, the a:i:'rest of trade union-

ists. That is a 11 w a had in mind • There is an exhibit 

he:::-e which we dealt with when we I think it was in the 

evidence in chief when we were dealing with the issue of 

Ciskei. It is a letter signed by me. I cannot remember 
. 

exactly what the exhibit numbe::r is now, but it sets out 

clearly what we intended to do around the issue of Ciskei. 

Mr f·1olefe, is it not so that this was also linked up 10 

to the homeland policy of the Government? In a sense 

was, in the sense that we believe that if the Government 

had not given independence to Ciskei, Lennox Sebe would not 

have considered himself above the law, would not have done 

the things that ordina:i:'ily law would prohibit anyone from 

doing. 

And is it not so that it is part and parcel of the plan 

of the UDF to mobilise and organise the people against the 

homelands and the Government? -- This was not the issue at 

this stage. This was not the issue. This was related spa- 20 

cifically to what I have said. 

And I put it to you, Mr iv1olefe, that in actual fact 

what happened was that it was used, these activities in 

Ciskei, in order to get the people angry at the Government 

as the reason for the atrocities in Ciskei? T.;. ...... is t=:ue 

that the people were angry with the Government because 

those puppet leade:::-s were now killing the people because 

they had the power of the police force and the army. They 

were killing people, but it is not t:i:'ue that this :ssue was 

addressed because we wanted to make people ar.gry against 30 
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the Government. That is not the issue. Any sensible person 

would have regarded this as .j.' a ma ~..-;;er that warranted atten-

tion. We could not leave things to take thei:- own course 

when our people were dying, unarmed people were being killed 

there. 

But what happened at the meetings was that the blame 

was put onto the Government in order to get the people to 

r::ject the Government and to blame the Government and to 

g~t a~gry at the Government? -- The Government was criticis-

ad. It had the power to stop what was happening there, but 10 

it did not do so. It did not exercise that power. 

COURT: How did it have the power? -- Well, it has given 

independence to that homeland, and the homeland leader :-,as 

listened to the Government, and on many occasions the Govern-

ment has pointed out unequivocally that those who lead the 

homelands owe their positions to the Government. It had 

said this about Chief Buthelezi· and others in the past when 

they criticised it. So that it really had the power. 

We are now talking of an independent state. We are not 

talking of Zululand. -- Yes, that state is independent, but 20 

it depends on the South African Government for its money, 

it gets grants ever'.J year to show that ::.s still linked 

to the South African Government although it is independent. 

But how could the Government have stopped the atrocities, 

our Government? The Government would have gone there and 

spoken to that government to stop what it was doing. It 

has got the power. It is feeding that government; it is 

financing it. It could have simply said, look, vou stop 

that or you get no money from us. We cannot finance your 

army and police force to kill unarmed people. If these 30 
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people have done anything wrong, arrest them and bring 

charges against them. It could have done that. It is 

capable of doing that. It has not done so. 

r•l R J A C 0 8 S : Hr Holefe, do you know what the Government did, 

the South African Government did or did you nat know? -- My 

perception of the public was that it was doing nothing. I 

know of no statement condemning what was happening there. 

So you are condemning the South African Governmen~ 

without knowing what happened in private between the two 

governments? Well, what was happening was so bad that it 10 

could nat be something that the people could whisper about. 

They had to speak out against it, and in fact when the UDF 

criticised the Government publicly, that was the opportunity 

fa:::- the Government to say, look, you are just criticising 

us for nothing, we are actually doing something about this, 

we are stopping it. 

fvlr r~olefe, is it nat sa that the Government blamed 

so overall by the UDF that it serves no purpose to answer 

you? Everything that happens in this country, you blame 

the Government for? Well, the Government has answered :;;n 
-U 

certain things in the past. It has answered allegations by 

the DPSC and other groupings regarding in respect of 

certain things that it was accused of doing. .i. cannot see 

any reason why it could nat answer the UDF on this specific 

issue. It has never last the oppartuni ty to respond to 

issues where it thought that it was misrepresented. 

And I put ..... 
~ .. to you that this was used as a part of 

the plan to get the people, the masses to regard the Govern-

ment as the enemy and as hated and so that they can take 

part in ac~ian, assacia-:e themselves with the f::eedom 

st:ruggle/ .•• 
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struggle against this oppressive government, as part of the 

plan of depicting the Government as the oppressive govern-

men~? -- I do not accept the proposition. 

Do you know whethe:::- the:re were any publications from 

UDF issued except for the pamphlet mentioned by you, any 

other publications by UDF National or regional on this? --

For regional or a region? I cannot understand the question. 

Regional or national? -- I cannot remember any other 

publications. 

Do you know whether the UDF News issued any articles 

on this? I am not sure about that. I cannot remember. 

It might well be, if the UDF ~Jews came out during that time 

or shortly after that time, i .... 
- u might well have carried a 

story on that, an article on that. 

And l"lr 1'-lolefe, .,. put it to you that it did no-: end .1. 

with the meetings held at that stage, refe:-red to by you, 

here in court, but it went on afterwards for a long time 

that the atrocities in the Transk ei were used in the cam-

paign against the homelands and in general against the 

Government? Well, such a thing had happened, such 

hideous acts of atrocities had taken place, ~ne would imagine 

that ~ .... rrom !..olme to time when people spoke about homelands, 

they would maybe prefer to talk about "J... 

1 u' cite as an 

example of what happens in those places. I do no;; dispute 

the fact that it could have been mentioned from J..• ulme to 

time, but insofar as the UDF activities around this thing 

is concerned, it was for that month. It may well oe that in 

some meetings when =esolutions were taken, Ciskei would 

have been included in those resolutions, but that ' do not 

regard as a campaign. 

..1. s I . .. 

10 

20 

30 



Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2017.

843.52 14 042 f~OLEFE 

COURT: Is this now the month of September 1984? It may 

well have happened even after that. I am not sure. 

MR JACOBS: Mr Molefe, what do you say, was there a campaign 

on the economy of this country and a campaign against cost 

of living, GST, general sales tax? No, there was no 

campaign. There were discussions that those issues need to 

be addressed, that possible campaigns should be considered 

around those issues. 

Was there a campaign against Black Chri~tmas? -- Against 

Black Christmas'? 10 

COURT: Against White Christmas. 

~1R JACOBS: A Slack Christmas campaign? Yes, that was, 

as 1. understand it, initiated by the Federation cf South 

African Trade Unions. The U D F supported that • It is a 

limited thing around the Christmas period. 

And was that not part of a campaign against the economy 

of the country? PJo, no, I did not understand it that 

way. 

COURT: 1~ was by the Federation of South African Women? --

Trade Unions, FOSATU. I think they worked jointly with 20 

other unions. I really came into this thing much later 

because I had been in detention when . ... . . . 
1 .. s~arteo. 

1·iR JACOBS: PJ a w , w i ll you have a look at EX H I 6 I T 11 A J 5 11 • 

Have you got it? -- I have got it. 

What is this document? , ... ..;. .... was a document found in the 

UDF offices in Johannesburg. In Johannesburg? It purports 

to be a UDF pamphlet with the UDF logo and it says 11 Uni te 

against Suffering 11 in big letters. Then it seys "Issued by 

UDF, ;Jr:!.nted at IJusas, 1.31 :_ower l·iain Road 11 • 1. assume tha-;; 

this p.l.ace is in Cape Town. I do nat know such an 3Dd:'ess 30 

in/ .•• 
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in .Johannesburg. 

If you will read the paragraph 11 UDF and its Organisat-

ions" which belong to . ... 
1 l.o. Would you read that please? --

11 The UDF and the organisations which belong to it are 

daily inade aware of the increasing herdship of our 

people: eggs, bread, milk, mealie meal, train and bus 

fares, hospital fees and GST; all these things have 

gone up in price. Our people cannot pay these inc~eas-

es. Families and especially children a:-e suffe::-ing. 11 

~-1R JACOBS: f ~I~U i'--1 r ~1 a 1 e e , w a u 1 d y o u a g r e e t h a t t h i s i s a p am-

phlet issued by the UDF against the GST and the economy of 

this country, the increases in prices? May 1.. read the 

whole pamphlet and see whether .... 
1 ... supports whet counsel is 

saying·? I may also point out that I do not know this pam-

phlet. I saw it for the first time here as an exhibit. In 

fact it is the very that I am reading today. 

I think the section following the one that have just :ceao, 

under the b i ~ lett e :-in g 11 The U D F a eli eva s " , it says : 

11 In a rich country like South .J.f:-ica food, rent, t::-ans-

port and health se:cvices should be provided at ;Jrices 20 

a1 i people can afford. It is the poor that suffe::-

most f:-om ~he burden of GST. The basic things ;J2ople 

need to ouy every day should not be taxea. The money 

collected from the people in tax should :Je spent fo::-

the benefit of all. It should not be spent to st~eng-

then apartheid, to buy guns, bullets and tanks. 

should not be used to bulldoze people ou1: of ~hei:-

homes and dump them far from where they can find work. 

The new deal will not change apartheid. There is talk 

of change, but nat the change that mean mas~ to our 30 

people/ .•• 
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people. I-: will only mean increased suffering. All 

South Africans should have a real say in the decisions 

which affect thei:: lives in an individed, non-racial 

and democratic South Africa. 11 

I do not understand it to be directed against the economy 

of the country. I see this as the normal complaints that 

people make, the kind of complaints that would be made by a 

consumer organisation formed by White people. In fact th:::y 

have said so before, about price increases and so on. It 

is just the normal pamphlet. In addition, have issued '10 

statements specifically and in meetings that J. addressed 

around that period, I made .... 
1 u very clear that the Black 

Christmas campaign was nat a consumer boycott. It was not. 

~ made that point very clear. It was widely reported. 

i'1r i'iolefe, can you the Court, hew be 

possible for the Government 822 to that the ;)ODdS 

will be sold at prices that all can afford? By avoiding 

duplication of unnecessary avoiding unnecessary duplicat-

ion. Today, how many pa::liamenta do we have in South Africa? 

!Je have firstly this tri-car:1eral parliament, and then f:-om 20 

there you would have 

COURT: Do you count that fo:- one or for three?-- We have 

three parliaments, and then :ach one of them has got its 

own ministers, it has go~ its own ministers. Then we have 

the parliament for Bophuthatswana which must be supported 

by the South African Government by way of money. You have 

the parliament for Transkei which has go:; to be suppor-:ed 

by the money in this country, al.:.. those minis;:ers. You 

have the parliamen~ fa:- nwazulu, must be supported by 

ttl: South African Government. You have Ciskei, you ilave 30 

Qwa Qwa/ ••• 
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Qwa Qwa, you have all those th!.ngs with ministers each one 

of them, Minister of Education, you have several departments 

of education, so that if you did not have all those duplicat-

ions, duplicated things, we would not have a situation 

where a lot of money has got to be spent to advance apart-

heid or to maintain apa:'theid. That money would be spent 

where ..... 
lll is needed • You would simply have one 

of education end you have enough skilled people, qualified 

people to work in that department, and it is finished. You 

do not have to have a little army there for Ciskei, a little 10 

army there for Bophuthatswana and so on, all those things. 

So that really I think the policies of apartheid are costing 

the Government quite a lot. All the moneys that are spent 

maintaining hundreds of people who are in gaols simp~y 

because they are said to have violated influx control laws 

which only apply to Africans, to have been found in a place 

which is reserved for Whites only, all those little things 

on which the Government is spending and all the paper :;hat 

is involved there, court proceedings, all those things. :f 

we did not have these policies of apartheid, we would have 

a si -cuation :.:Jhere tllat money is spent wher: _" is supposed 

to be spent. Then we can have more !lousing, we can have 

be-c-;;er he2l-:h cere, we can get enough money for education, 

and we can have all people participating actively in building 

the economy of the country. 

I-1R JACOBS: Hr i"lolefe, is that only when the Government is 

prepared to acree to a national conven:ion and the gove::-n-

~ent of the peopla ( IrJTERV EN TI mJ) 

COURT: Are we back again to square one? 

HR JACOBS: r~o, Sir. 30 

We I . .. 
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COURT: We did that yesterday. Next question. 

f·1R JACOBS: Is it also important according to this - r put 

i~ to you, it is important according to this that the people 

are made to understand that the Defence Force and the buying 

of guns and bullets and tanks are the reasons for the high 

GST and that is a propaganda set used by the UDF? Well, 

I do not think that is propaganda. If there was no apart-

heid, there would not be the need to keep in fear, building 

large armies and so on all the time. 

COURT: "'10 I did not notice that there was apartheid in Ameri8a 

and they have got a very, very large army. Unless we 

wanted to become a kind of coun·::r'J that would want to c.:m-

trol the affairs of tne whole world like gmerica is trying 

and the Soviet Union probably, t:-ying to do. So that I 

am saying this on the understanding that we would be in the 

first instance concerned about the welfare of our country 

and defending ourselves only insofar as we th:"eatened 

by other countries. 

r·lR JACOBS: would like you have a look EXHIBIT 

11 G 1 II • 20 

COURT: Where was this document found, Mr Jacobs? 

HR JACOBS: UDF offices, Cape Town. Have you got ..: -!- in 

f:"ont of you? I have it. 

This is the minutes of the i\Jational Executive l·ieetinr; 

of UDF held at Rondebosch on 1 and 2 June 1984? -- That is 

co:':-ect. 

Did you attend this meeting? -- Yes, : did. 

P;re you :"esponsible foi' the m:nutes of -;:;h:.s r:;eeting? 

Thwt .:.s so. 

r~ow, will you have a look at ;Jage 3 under i tern 25. 30 

W I .• ave; ••• 
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Have you got it? -- I have got it. 

Read pl:ase? -- Item 25, it is headed 11 GST and Food 

was noted that against 3ST 

August 22 electicns. It was acco::-dingly d::ci:i2d t;lat 

( .. \ 
I / the f::'ont must preps:'~ a list of basic (based 

on ::-esea::-ch) and couple a :::ampa:..~n a:::ound thi.s and 

GST; (2) the national r:;ublicity secretary was asked to 

contact research units with a view to evolving a program 10 

of action; (3) regions must consult unions and ask 

them to participate in a joint campaign with the f::-ont; 

(4) it was recommended that July 1 1964 ~e a national 

day of focus on h:gh food prices and GST. 11 

i"lR JACOBS: Will you then agree, Hr ~-'lolefe, that :..twas 

decided on this IJational Executive meeting, on a campaign 

agains~ general sales tax and food prices? -- That is so. 

And was this car::-ied out? -- It was not. In fact all 

the minutes 87' 0 saying is that : "C was noted, a2.l it is 

saying is really that consideration should be given "CO 

taking up a c3mpaign on this. Then of course that would Ga 

determined b'.j the list that WaS going uW be p::'epa:red :Jn 

basi~ food i"Cems whi=h was going to be a p:roduct of =esea:rch 

end what comes out of the consultations between the national 

puolici ty sec::-etary with ::-esearch um. o;a, and th~m -:hi::-d::.. v 

what comes out of regions' consultations with the unions .:. ,., 
~.~ 

~a::-ticipate jointly with the f::-cnt. One thing that ~~ 

sleer is that the UDF intended :o hold a meeting on 

That was a decision that was rl ~ . . ' _erJ.nlte, and was 

.., 
I Julv • 

intended 

'J•' <.U 

that that meeting shoulc focus on fooc p:'i.ces. Sut cnce 30 

more/ ... 
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~ore my resollection is that it did not happen. 

Mr Molefe, paragraph 25.1, is that a direct instruction 

from the National Executive Council? -- That is correct. 

So then the food pric:es must be coup.ied with the ca~-

paign around GST? That is so. 

So there was a decision then for a campaign? -- It was 

noted that if the UDF was - .... - aruer -'-' line elections, one of the 

things that the UDF could take up is a campaign on the GST 

and high food prices. 

H :- i·-1 a 1 e f e , w h e r e do y o u s e e i t w r i t t 2 n h "' .,., a t h a t i t 10 

must see if it can take up a campaign, :Jecaus~ you have 

just now admitted that this was an . . ' . ::..ns-.::ruc-c:on f:"o~ the 

National Executive? -- Uhen you have a look at what is said 

here, there is still some p!'eliminai'y work ~hat has got to 

be done here. Th e w h a le q u e s t i on a f !' e s e a ::- c h , c o n s u 1 t a t -

:.an, contacting of the ::-esea::-ch unit, consul tat ions with 

the unions and so 8n. That would finally enable the UDF to 

move forward and see it if could take up hew practically 

to take up that kind of a campaign. It is not . ' . . .... . ' :.oen ... ::.r:Lac 

as an area where the UDF has got tCJ add:"ess - to which the 2C 

UDF had to addi'eSS itself. 

r,lr i'•lolefe, is 
._.. not so, ' do not unde::stand your 1 ... ... 

evidence. Is i~ not so that any ca~pa:.gn, that the!'e 

preliminary work that must be done? That :.s cor:osct. 

,:;nd is it not .- i -::!~-'-'---· from this that th!s is what 

happening here? Preliminary wo::-k must be dona in c:rder 

ca:-::-y au~ this campaign? That is so. The all a gat ian :. n 

-'che indictment is tilat a campaign was conducted, bu: :n 

~act that was not conduc:ed. 

So are you answering now to indic:ment ar :::~re you 30 

answering/ •.• 
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answering on what is clearly said here? -- No, I am answer

ing what is set aut here, and as I unde~stand it as a ~e~son 

who was in that meeting. 

f'lr f:Jolefe, can you tall t~e Court, did you ca:;:-::-y ou:: 

the inst~uctions given to you in paragraph 25.2? IJo , l 

cannot see any specific instruction that was given to me as 

the secretary, but t~ese things were not done because of 

firstly the problems that this meeting took place at a time 

when there was serious focus on the coming elections for 

the tri-cameral parliament. It was not possible to address 10 

these issues. So these meetings did not take place as fa:' 

as I can recall. 

Did you contact any research units? 

COURT: He is nat the national publicity secretary. 

can ask that question to no 20. 

THE COURT ADJOURNS TO 1987-08-18 
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