











bbb SCENE 10 - THE TEMPLE OF THE SUN

The mood of music changes and Sarastro expresses how the sun has been triumphant over the
night - good has overcome evil. Everyone praises Tamino and Pamina for his and her courage,

giving thanks to Isis and Osiris, and hail the dawn of a new era of wisdom and brotherhood.

Figure 6.59 Act 2 Scene 10 - Traditional version 1991
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A triumphant piece of music concludes the performance of The Magic Flute.

ENLIGHTENMENT AND GOODNESS

Figure 6.60 Act 2 Scene 10 - William Kentridge version 2001
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Traditional version versus William Kentridge version

Character interpretation (Author, 2017)

6./ CHARACTER SKETCHES
TAMINO

Tamino is a handsome young prince who is sent on a journey
by the Queen of the Night to find her daughter. Along the way,
Tamino learns the truth about the Queenand starts onapathto
enlightenment. He is a naive character who is easily influenced
by those around him. As the story progresses, Tamino learns
more about himself and earns the respect of Sarastro, Pamina
and the brotherhood.

PAMINA

Pamina is the Queen of the Night's daughter; she has
supposedly been captured by the evil Sarastro. Pamina is a
dramatic character, reflected in the musical style used to
describe her. When she finds out that Tamino has fallen in love
with her, she equally and dramatically falls in love with him. She
plays an active part in Tamino's journey to self-discovery and

enlightenment.

© University of Pretoria

PAPAGEND

Papageno is a quirky, clumsy and comical birdcatcher. He
accompanies Tamino on his journey to rescue Pamina, carrying
with him a set of magical bells. Papageno’s downfallis that he
desperately longs to find love, but as the story progresses he

meets a beautiful young Papagena to fill his heart with joy.
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PAPAGENA

Papagena is another comical character. She first appears as
an old woman to trick Papageno, and soon the two fall in love
filling the last act of the opera with a comical and entertaining

journey of their love.
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(UEEN OF THE NIGHT

The Queen of the Night is a powerful and strong character. She
initially tries to fool Tamino into thinking that she is helpless
and weak, however she later proves him wrong. The queen
is a representation of evil and darkness; she is cunning and
wicked. She is portrayed as a cruel mother who is dangerous
and manipulative - this theme comes across in her dramatic

and powerful arias.

SARASTRO

Sarastro is a father-like character. At the start of the opera,
he portrayed as an evil sorcerer. However during Tamino and
Papageno’s journey and trials his true nature is revealed.
Sarastro is a benevolent leader who wishes that all men can
reach a state of enlightenment and become deserving of the
love of their wives. Sarastro holds profound wisdom and shows

great kindness to all.

MONOSTATOS

Monostatos is a ‘blackamoor’ - an evil black spirit. He
represents darkness and evil. Monostatos is constantly trying
to trick and deceive all who communicate with him. Towards
the end of the opera, justice is served when light (goodness)
prevails, and Monostatos is cast off into eternal darkness to

live out the rest of his days.
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