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Introduction 
















Legal and ethical issues 



Legal and ethical issues 

• High profit margins of mega-publishers 
• Smaller publishers? 
• No alternative for current publishing 

model 



Other reasons why researchers use Sci-Hub 

• Solve access problems 
• Ease of use 
• Immediate needs of users 



What should 
librarians do? 



“Librarians can do little to stop patrons from 
using Sci-Hub, but there is always room for 
education and explanation of why other 
sources may be a better choice. Actively 
banning the use of pirate sites is ineffective.  
It alerts more patrons to their existence and 
creates a negative power dynamic between 
librarians and their patrons. Blocking pirate 
sites with Internet filters does not work either, 
as determined users can always find a way 
around filters, and domain names change 
frequently …” (Hoy, 2017:77) 



Discussion: 
 
What is your opinion 
on the use of pirate 
article databases, 
such as Sci-Hub? 



Think in terms of the following: 
• Ethics  
• Role of the library in resource sharing and document supply 

– How will this impact on the future of ILL? 
– How will this impact on the quality of service delivery? 

• How will the library educate users? 
• Isn’t this an indication that it is time for an alternative to 

traditional publishing? 
• Isn’t open access the proper road to end piracy? 
• Shouldn’t publishers and librarians view Sci-Hub as a wake-up 

call? 
– Users need immediate access 
– Expanding research impact  
– Application of research 
 
 



Thank you 
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