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5.6 Chapter 5 Synopsis

By inverting the central cattle pattern women are brought 

to the foreground. A reclaiming of public space for wom-

en means designing a space that serves the same func-

tion as the meeting space for men (the Kgotla)  but now 

for women. The program takes the woman and puts her 

in the center of the quadrant as she is the thread that 

keeps this community together. The center as a whole is 

an exploration of the lived experience of the woman from 

the beginning of the timeline where she is an ancestor 

to the end of the journey where she returns  to being an 

ancestor. The project focuses on the journey as a whole 

yet with the specific focus on the Rite of passage that 

takes place as she transitions from one point to another 

through the process of initiation at the lehkuleni Initiation 

school for girls.
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