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Angola suffered flom amed confliets far aver four
decades; fiist, the colonialwar eppesing the Fortuguess to pro-
independance movements (195 1974), and later the cidl war
betmeenthse intermationally-supported mevements (1975.2002)

D uring this period, the terrftary had been forcibly
wibanized . Infack an estimated sty per cent of the population is
now living in the cities, three-quarters of ham in the mreseyuss
(uhich means rad zand). These informal setfiements of social and
2oanamic miserywere buik by internally displace d people who
during the war years had been attracted by the capital, mainky
becausa t pramEedstablliy and eeanamie seeurity afler the
colanialwar began in 1981, They ntially sccupied areas
surrounding the oty sente, but as the population was santinuausly
ataning, the iruseeques were sprawling to more peripheral area,

Meamuhile, the s o-called "eity of asphalf seed as 2
stage performingsome of the mest innowative Paruguess
architechure of the 20th century. During the late colonial period
Some architects and urban planners adverse 1o the Regime
decided (or were pushed) to live away from homeland in s earch of
more fraedom to realize their expe riments. 'C orbusian-style’ blocks
started smerging in the ity using the s ame slem ents fested i
‘Buzntgart EUlopean countries, Such 45 Vieira da Costa's Kinasixe
Maikat which followed the ‘five points for a new architeclure’. It is
ans ofthe ies of modernim's
in Africa. Ot twas, as recentlyithas been demolizhed and i wil
be replaced by a commercial and residertial development.

In 1974 a serious poltical changs acourred:
Fortuguese Estado Mow wis overtrown and the process of
independence started. Decolonizafion bagan, 'a program of
somplete disorder (Fansn). F ram one day to the sther, Iterslly, e
setlers Ieft Luanda and the oity of asphalt was ‘s quatted bythe
urban dwellers, Deep Afriean iesties solided nith modemist
architechure: |arge animals could be sesn on the balcaniss of mufi
Starey buildings. borfires inside apartments, lift ransforme d into
SUMPS. In the meantime, the i sseques keapt growing and
surtaunding the madern oity, while e civil war (1975 2002) kept

inging mare and more paople ta the captal

Sinoe 2002, the oik fuslled boom that followed the war
braught billions «f foreign investments. The Gavemment embraced
pre-business policies and offered major land con cessions to
commereial dzvelepars, mostly t international comp.anies willng to
ereats 2 new Luanda far the 21st cartury. An increasing deman
for rasidential and business sies in the city centre & farcing the
urban poor o sell their plols and migrate to the periphery where
land s cheaper. But there & stil 3 huge gap bebusen supply and
demand of convenient housing and affics space for
accommodafing thaus ands of forsign work ars arriving fo Luands,
andthatis the main reasen for currents dramatic rie of real estate
making it one ofthe mast expershve oities in the W or

The current policies of lterally bulldozing the slum
areas and re-locating the rban poor in lomscost housing blocks i
asuperficial decizion, 25 it dessrit help the people who carit afierd
10 pay for basic facilities such a5 electricity and running water. In
this process, the extensive human tarian wark taing place in
#ngola could possibly eanesal 3 complicity of arehitecks in
moderating a s ocial injusfice for which the government avaid taking
resporsibility
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Wasoo Visia da Costs
Iwas sonsidersd to be ane of the mest relevant tesSmanies of modemisms achieve merts in Afrioa. 1t wil be replaced by a commersial and residensial development
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