WORKING ON CITIES
AN EXPERIENCE FROM KUMASI GHANA

PN ArchiAfrika

Ghana * atelier 2009

Ghana. A series of 3 weekend workshops, study tours to
Ghana, lectures were organised before student design
and research work was presented. The study tours to
Ghana included a workshop with students from KNUST.
These panels present the design outcomes of these work-
shops. A paper presented in the conference focuses on
the unique process of the project and the

research outputs.

The “Working on Cities studio” is a joint project by ting, with participation from architects, urban designers
the Academy of Architecture Rotterdam (AvBR), the and urban management professionals from housing,
Institute for Housingand Urban Development Studies environment, planning, governance and social develop-
(IHS) and the Kwame Nkrumah University of Science ment disciplines and from countries across the globe
and Technology (KNUST) in Kumasi, Ghana. Some 24 participants worked together in 4 groups overa
period of 8 months on the development of a sustainable
The project was an exceptional opportunity for students integrated development plan and design projects for the
to work in an interdisciplinary and international group set- informal and low income settlement of Ayigya in Kumasi,
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Action Planning Workshop

In this workshop each group developed an action plan
for Ayigya, whereby different objectives, concrete acti
ons, time planning and a budget were formulated. The
starting point wass the development of a problem tree by
each group to arrive at (different) focus areas for Ayigya
by each group.

Study Tour AvBR

The AvBRwent to Ghana for two weeks, whereby they visited se-

veral upgrading projects of informal settlements in the first week and
had a design workshop together with KNUST students in the second
week. Information was callected of the households on Ayigya, urban

plans were updated and the housing and physical planning profile of
Ayigya was documented

GHANA STUDIO

PN ArchiAfrika

Workshop
Concept Project Design

In the final workshop each group presented their objective and stra-
tegies for Ayigya and the project designs that support the implemen-
tation of these strategies. This workshap showcased the intens
discussions that took place between urban managers and architects/
utban designersto arrive at designs that are sustainable develop-
ment projects for Ayigya.

Ghana * atelier 2009

Presentation

In this workshop the final work, consisting of project designs
and integrated developmert plans for Ayigya, of the four
aroups were presented. The project design outcomes for
Ayigya focussed on the following topics
+ The Royal Trees: Ayigya the true garden city of West
Africa
Sub- C: Centre, Coridor, Commerce
Stretching Social Structures: ADAPTing the urban
compound house to modem living
Ayigya works!
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Workshop IDP

Inthe second workshop of IHS and AVBR studerts, the experiences

fromthe AVER study tour were shared. Exarnples of upgrading pro-

jects were shared with students as well as the theories of integrated
Al four working developed a vision

and objective for the future of Ayigya to support the formulation of
design projects

Study Trip IHS

Presentation

“The final culminations of the Working on Cities project are 11 Mas-
ter theses on the Ayigya by the urbian management students. The
design outcomes and research work of bath architects, urban desig
ners and urban managers has led to some innovative and sustaina-
ble proposals for the future of Ayigya

The IHS spent one full month in Ayigya to conduct field work research
Their research studies are based on the focus areas of the graup work
but have focussed on a detailed aspect of the group design. The ind-
vidual and group research work included household surveys, in-depth
and focus group interviews as well as abservation and was conducted
in close cooperation with students of Architecture from KNUST. Inten-
sive consultation with the stakehalders and (local) government were
also conducted
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All members of The Ghana Institute of Architects | Mr. Braimah Farouk, Executive Director of People’s Dialogue Human Settiements | DFID Ghana | Cities Alliance USA | Ms. Liz Case UN-HABITAT, Nairobi
| Slum Upgrading Facility Pilot Program (Tema and SAEMA) Michael Mutter, Angela Mwai, Ms. Erika Mamiey Osae, Ms. Bonsile Dube - UN Ms. Olivia Kwapong, | Institute of Adult Education, University

of Ghana, Lagon | Dr. Daniel K.B. Inkoom Department of Planning - | Dr.George W.K.Intsiful, Department of Architecture — KNUST | Eddie Smyth rePlan Ahafo General Manager | Antoni Folkers | Berend

van der Lans | archiafrika | All members of Stroom Den Haag | Braodleigh Car Rentals - Samuel the driver | Nederland Embassy Accra -Ghana | Richard Dadey - ARC | Charles K Dzogbenuku ARC | Regi-
manuel Housing | Kevin Milroy, Sr. Operations Officer and Deputy Programme Manager Cities Alliance | Ms. Victoria Abankwa, UN-HABITAT Programme Manager for Ghana | Tony | Sarah Osman - AD |
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