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Studies in Native Animal Husbandry. 
(12) A W ankonde Milk Pail. 

By H. H . CUH80:!\, F .H .C. \ ' .S. , Dr .:Jf<•tl. r et ., V e!r1inary 
H esem·cl1 0 ffic er , Onde1 ·~t e poort . 

As m e ntio ned in a form er pa pPr (Cu rson , 'l' h o nw~ a nd Nt• ib, 1930), 
t h e \ Va nkonrle or \ \Tanvah u:'a inh abi t th e <·oun llT in1111 erliateh 
n or th of L a ke N yasa . 'l'l1e.; are skilled in ca il lc m a~wgcnH'n t, an ;! 
Fig . 1 shows th e ty pe of m ilk pa i I e m1Jloyed. 

Fig . 1.- \ V"ankonde milk p a il (heigh t 23 em. , diameter ll em. , a nd capacity 
1,200 cc.) 
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S Tu DI E S I N KATJVE ANI MAL lilSBAK .ll ltY . 

As \Yill be observed, the Yessel is quite unli.ke t hose shown i u a 
preYious st udy (Curson, Thomas and Nei l~ , 1833), being made of 
bamboo . Of par ticular inter est are (a) the str engthe ning of t he base 
wit h th e skin tu,ken from th e limb of an ox, (b) t he thin loop of 
h ide by which the u tensil is h ung upsicl e do,Yn " ·hen not in use, a ud 
(c) the comltt on n ative pat tern of t ri a ngles llecorati ng th e top half. 
'rhe base of the pail is inserted into the skin " sock " or r a ther 
" m itte n " u sually taken from th e forearm or lmn~r t h igh , wl1en 
moi st , so that wh en i t dr ies i t acts as a firm ~upport . 

The lar ger milk pail is made from a calabaoh ( 'ul~tl.-Pktca ) , both 
of ,,·h ic h are kept far cle;me1· than by Jlati ,·es in t hP ~ llh-con tinent, 
par ticularly t he Dan1aras. 

Other Ce ntral African t ribes, e .g. 1\rakinga , al so use th e bamboo 
pail . 
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