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TABLE 3.

wmber of Oestrous Cycles which fell within the period specified in every month.

Length of h
Oestrous | Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | April,| May. | June. | July. | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec.

Cycle. ‘ ‘

Days.

5-15. — —_ 1 2 — 3 4 4 4 2 — 20
16- 25. 5 11 3 3 — 2 4 8 8 9 3 60
26—~ 35. 2 1 4 1 1 2 2 5 2 1 — 21
36— 45. 1 2 1 — 1 2 1 — 2 — 1 12
46— 55. 2 — — — 2 1 — e — — — 5
66— 75. — — — — — — 1 — — 1 — 2
76— 85. — 1 — 1 — 1 — — — — — 3
86~ 95. — 1 1 — — — 1 — — — — 3
96-105. — — — — — — — — — — —_— —

106-115. — 1 2 | — — — 1 — — — - 4
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The shortest cycle observed was one of 6 days and the longest 113 days.
Incidentally both of these extremes were recorded in March.

111









THE OESTROUS CYCLE OF THE MARE UNDER STABLED CONDITIONS.

With one exception all cases of anoestrus commenced during the first se
months of the year. As stated previously the one animal which started a per
of anoestrus in October was apparently a pathological case. If this mare is left
of consideration the position is that all anoestrous periods commenced during

st seven months of the year. The two that started in January were of cc

ratively short duration. Nevertheless these, associated with the increase in
wean duration of the oestrous cycle in January, suggest that the irregularities
the functioning of the ovaries commence as early as January and that this ma
the end of the optimum breeding period.

Duration of Oestrus.

According to Crowhurst and Caslick (1946) the mean duration of oestrus
varies from 51 to 7 days with a wide range of 1 to 130 days. They 2leo considcr
that ocestrus lasts longer in thc early part of the breet g season. ay (1939)
gives the average duration of oestrus as 6 days but states that it varies from 3 to
65 days.

The individual oestrous pericds as they occurred in every month are tabula
in Table 4. The figurcs given under each month represent the duration of
periods concerned. Thus there were 17 periods in January and these varied from
2 days to 9 days with an average of 4-6 days.

The relative data in this table indicate that the duration of oestrus is as
variable as the oestrous cycle. The shortest period observed was one day and the
longest 55 days. The average duration of oestrus throughout the year was 6-93
days.

The following table summarises the duration of the 193 oestrous periods
concerned in this investigation: —

Duration in Number of Oestrous
Days. Periods.
1 9
2 15
3 25
4 24
5 16
6 20
7 21
8 13
9 8
10 14
11 5
12 8
13 3
15 3
18 2
21 1
22 2
23 1
24 1
27 1
55 1

One would naturally expect that the majority of periods would be grouped
round the average (5 to 7 days). In actual fact only 57 out of the 193 (29-5 per
rant.) oestrous periods had a duration of 5 to 7 days, whereas 64 (33-2 per cent.)

sted from 2 to 4 days.
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