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diameter. This branch was mobilized, tied =
between the ligatures. Some of the venous 5
suitable for arastomosis.

In order to join the venous portal branch and the thoracic duct, the portal
branch wes reflected dorsally through an angle of about 45°. This produced an acute
angle at the junction of the venous branch with the portal vein. To maintain an
inflow angle the portal vein was released by splitting the covering peritoneum and
rotating the vein slightly.

The final anastomesis of the thoracic duct and portal vein was effected by
means of Nakayama’s small vessel anastomosis clamp.

If the thoracic-portal (Meyer) anastomosis is carried out successfully, no leakage
of blood or chyle occurs : 1chyle flows into the portal vein. Hence the pcrtal branch
takes on the appearance ot a lymphatic vessel filled with chyle and the flow is centro-
hepatic.

Thus far the operation has been carried out successfully on three dogs. Two of
the animals are alive an in good condition. The third died within twelve hours
after the operation. Au psy did not reveal the cause of death.

SUMMARY

A technique for effecting a thoracic duct-portal vein anastomosis in dogs is
descri L
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