








A REDESCRIPTION OF NILOCOTYLE (NILOCOTYLE) PRAESPHINCTRIS

The pars prostatica, length 0-538 mm (0-488 to 0-588 mm), width 0-344 mm
(0-300 to 0-413 -, is elongated. The pars prostatica of Nilocotyle hepaticae,
length 0-218 mm, wiath 0-277 mm, is round in shape.

The shape of the testes is irregular and differs in sectioned specimene  They are
unlobed, length dorso-ventrally 0-906 mm (0-556 to 1-027 mm), wid 0-722 mm
(0-556 to 0-899 mm).

The round to oval ovary lies dorsal to Mehli’s gland between the excretory
ladder and the posterior testis. Where it is round, the diameter is 0-288 to 0-31?
mm and when oval, the length antero-posteriorly 0-413 to 0-425 mm and wid
dorso-ventrally 0-200 to 0-313 mm. Mehli’s gland is round (diameter 0-238 to
0-350 mm) or oval (length dorso-ventrally 0-388 to 0-450 mm).

The opening of Laurer’s canal is situated 0-417 mm (0-325 to 0-575 mm) anteriar
to the excretory pore. These openings are in line antero-posteriorly and the canals
not cross. If the excretory bladder and canal of this worm and those of Nilocoryie
(N.) hepaticae are compared, a striking difference is apparent. In N. (N.) praesphin-
tris the lumen of the excretory bladder (Fig. 2) is large and the sides thin-walled wi
the excretory canal short (in comparison with the length of the bladder) and thick-
walled, whereas in N. (N.) hepaticae the lumen is small and = sides are thick-walle
with the excretory canal long and thin-walled.

The vitellaria are arranged in 2 to 3 longitudinal rows on either side of the worm.

The egg measurements are 0-143 mm (0-138 to 0-151 mm) x 0-077 mm (0-063
to 0-095 mm).

DiscussioN

Nésmark (1937) described the species Nilocotyle praesphinctris. : stated that
this diagnosis was of a preliminary nature, because there was only a single immature
specimen at his disposal. The author is in full agreement with Ndsmark in proposing
N. (N.) praesphinctris as a new species. N. (N.) praesphinciris and N. (N.) hepaticae
are identical as to the type of acetabulum, pharynx and genital pore but can be diffe-
entiated on the following morphological points:—

1. Size;

2. the shape of the pharynx;

3. the shape of the pars prostatica, and

4

. the excretory bladder and canal.
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