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INTRODUCTION.

Ix a pervious study Groenewald and Curson (1934) recorded a few
obzervations on several head of *° Ovambo " cows introduced from
South-West Africa Protectorate in 1929, Therein a casual reference
was made to the conformation of the bull. In this study more details
will be given of the male, the animal in question being Bull 1.0, B,
010, which is shown in Groenewald and Curson’s paper as a seven
months calf (see Fig. 10).

DESCRIPTION OF BULL D.0.B. 5010 (16.10.33).
(TENERAL APPEARANCE.

The bull, for hiz age. 1.0, 21 months, 15 small, and appears to
be a little loosely hnilt., The most striking features are:

(@) Hewd —Very masculine and on large side, with massive horns.
From the appearance of the head one would expect a larger and
more maseuline hody,

(ly Body.—Relatively narrow, especially over the anterior ribs,
The topline shows an appreciable dip just behind the withers,

(e} Hump.—Well defined, small in size, and situated in front
of the withers,

(dy Hindguarters.—Show a fairly marked droop of rump from
hookbomes to pinbones with a rather high and prominent sacrum
which gives the rump a roofy appearance,

(e} General Cuality.—The bull has eclean, well placed limbs,
hard, small bones and o long, slender tail,

* Professor Hans Sching of Zurich has kindly pointed out that Amho is
preferable to Ovambo in describing cattle of this type. The prefix ¥ ova ™
merely  signifies  the plural of Ambo. See his paper * Geographische
Namengebung Siidwesatrikas*' in Pefermann's Geograplischen Mitteilungen,
1933, Helt 7/8. ’

o241



STUDIES IN NATIVE ANIMAL HUSBANDRY.

DErainen DEscrirrmos,
I, Head.

Large, of moderate length, masculine, dry, and features well
defined.,

(a) Forelhead. —Very wide over the poll.  The width here is
probably exaggerated by a profusion of fairly long and vather coarse
hair around the base of the horns, From the poll the forehead tapers
slightly in width to its lower border. In depth it is o shade shorter
than the facial (nasal) length. The forehead. which is broad and
ilished hetween the eves gives the head ils strong masculine appear-
ance.

it Face.—The ridge of the nose is broad and well let down on
to the muzzle, this adding to the masculine appearance of the head.

(e) Profile.—The line from the poll to muzzle is slightly
undulating, being highest halfwav down the nose and depressed a
little between the eves,

() Byes—The bull iz practically blind in both eves. The off
eyveball has shrunken and lies well back in the orbital cavity. The
near eve is also atrophied but o a lesser extent. The supraorbital
arches are fairly heavy but do not hang over the eves as much as
in the Afrikaner.

(e) Muzzle.—In comparison with the size of the head, the
muzzle could he dneﬁ:er and wider. It is grex black in eolour. The
nostrils arve large and normal in shape,

(f) Lips.—The upper lip is somewhat heavy in comparison with
the lower lip and to the size of the muzzle. The hairless parts of the
lips are dark in colour,

(o) Horns—VYery massive and practically  civeular on eross
seciion.  The dorso-ventral diameter al base iz a shade greater than
the antero-posterior diameter. The average dinmeter is about 43
inches.  This diminishes, however, rapidly to about 23 inches at
the junciion of the upper and middle thivds of their length,  The tips
of the horns are moderately thick.

The horns leave the head at right angles to the length axis of
the body in an outward and slightly upward divection.  Tor the
lower third of their length they pass outwards, upwards and slightly
hackwards.,  From here they change to an ountward, upward anid
slightly forward direction.

The horns at their base ave of a deep flesh colour with a dark
tinge.,  From the base to the first annular ring each becomes lighter
in colour, but then again darkens to a dull grevish black at the tip.
The texture of the horn filve is moderately fine.

(hy Kars.—0Of good size, somewhat pointed and placed at 90
degrees to the long axis of the bodv, in a slightly downward
direction. The texture of the ear and of the skin is thin. The
auriele is open, with trim edges and fairly short hair,
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Moderate in length, and of faiv depth. The sides are sufficiently
covered.

() Upper Border.—Straight and practically horvizontal from
poll to hump. At the junction of neck and poll, the upper bovder
rises abruptly on to the poll,

(hy Hump.—Situated in front of the withers and is well defined.
Its anterior axial horder passes up from the upper hovder of the neck
to the apex of the hump at an angle of approximately 40°. From
the apex to the withers the posterior axial border falls at an angle
of about 0% to the horizontal. The hump is on the small side and
iz well attached to the neck.

(¢) Lower Rorder—i(1) Theaat lateli—well defined. () Neck
veins—uwell defined. (3) Dewlap—Is heavy, 11 commences from
two folds about three inches behind the chin, Tt shows only a slight
taking in at the throat lateh and passes downwards between the
front legs, where it splits into two folds which pass backwards and
outwards to behind the elbows,

The skin of the dewlap appears to be thick and the lower edge
is somewhat filled and has a sacenlar appearance, The skin of the
neck appears to be thick and on the sides falls into a series of
vertical folds from the poll hackwards, the second fold being the
widest, i.e. about 34 inches,

11 Withers,

(f fair width, In movement the withers are a little loose, the

shoulder hlades showing above the topline.
V. Front Limbs.

Well placed, but could be o little wider apart, when viewed
from the front.

() Shoulders.—(f moderate length and width; are evenly
covered.  They are sttached somewhat loosely to the body, producing
the lonse withers already described.

(1 Arms.—PFair length. Placed rather obliquely. Show good
m l]il'llhl!’ll e,

(1 Forearms.—Rather long, well museled, with the elbows a
little close to the hody.

(i) Knees.—OF good size, well placed and of good conformation
and bone,

() Cannons.—Moderately long, showing good hard bone and
dry tendons.

(fy Fetlocks—Of good size and quality, well placed.

(i) Pasterne—Fairvly straight and short,

(k) Feet.—Rather long and pointed, and low at the heels,
H43



STUDIES IN NATIVE ANIMAL HUSHANDEY.

1. Bady.

Of good length, and moderate depth, but too narrow over the
anterior ribs,

(a) Topline—Straight, but narrow and lacking in musculature,
especially in the development of the M. latissimus dorsi, which falls
away on either side of the spine and gives the topline a roofy
appearance.  The buek passes evenly over into the loin whiclh, how-
ever, could be better attached to the rump.

(h) Thorar—Fair depth, but lacking in spring of ribs,
especially just behind the shoulders. Brisket poorly defined.

(e} Abdoyen.—air capacity, but a little pot bellied,
(ely Hond Flank.—Well let down,

_(e) Underline—Runs  horizontally backwards to the prepuce
which is prominent. From here the underline cuts up sharply to
the serotum,

Vi, Hindguarters.

. ta) Rump.—0Of good length with a rather high sacrum which
gives it a roofy appearance,

. Hookbenes.—Too mnear together, a little prominent and
situated about five inches higher than the pinbones.

(¢) Thirls.—Although too near together. are wider than the
hookbones,

(d) Pinbones.—low set and too near together.

(e) Tail.—Is set rather low down on a clean tail root. It is
long and slender. The coceygeal vertebrae reach to the hocks, and
the tail ends in a large switch.

ViE feawd Lt'm |’.r¢'.

() Thighs.—The upper thighs show a faiv widil when viewed
from the side but are narrow when seen from behind. The twist is
cut up and the upper thighs show no vounds. The gasking ave long,
narrow amnd lack musenlature,

(h) Hocks—Good size and quality, Well placed.

(ey Loieer Limbs.—As in front Timbs,

VIEE. Serwal COrgans,
{a) Scrotwm.—Proportional in size to body, testes well carried.
(h) Prepuce.—Shows very long preputial hairs,
1X. Colour,

A uniform light dun, which on the head and over the shoulders
and withers takes on a slightly darker tint. The skin appears to be
dark in eolour and blue black spots show up through the hairy coat.
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STUDIES IN XNATIVE ANIMAL HUSBANDILY.

X, Fhe Hairy Covering.

Is short and laid smoothly close to the body. Along the upper
horder of the neck from withers to poll the hair is longer. (n the
forehead and around the base of the horn there is a profusion of long,
rather coarse hair,

X1, Condition.—Fair.
XTI, Weight.—See Table 1.
Xiif. Age.—DBorn 3.2.32,
XITV. Body Weasurements,

TFor comparison the measurements of females (full grown) ave
ineluded in the table given helow,
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STUDIES IN NATIVE ANIMAL HUSBANDRY.

EXPLANATION OF FIGURES.

(1) Bull. D.O.B. 5010 as a seven months calf. Taken September, 1932.

(2) Bull. D.0.B. 5010. Front view. Taken March, 1934.
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(3) Bull. D.0.B. 5010. Back view. Taken March, 1934.
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(4) Bull. D.0.B. 5010. Side view. Taken March, 1934.
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