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Chapter 10

Planting Strategy

A regional landscape spectacle. 



98

Rietvleiriver Highveld Grassland

Ecosystem delineated by the Rietvleiriver and associated tributaries and wetlands.

The Pretoria NBG is situated in the Gauteng province.  Within this province we 
find the rare occurance of having two biomes, both very rich in biodiversity: the 
Grassland biome as well as the Savannah biome.  Because of this occurance, there are 
a few ecosystems that are very fragile and specific to a certain environment.   Their 
sensitivity causes some of these ecosystems to become critically endangered due 
to urban development or any other disturbance of their natural habitat.  In these 
ecosystems there are also critically endangered species that needs to be conserved in 
order for them to still be growing naturally.  

The main goal with this design of a theme garden within the botanical garden is 
to create a regional landscape theme garden that mostly focuses on the didactic as 
well as ecological aspect of the garden, as was proved lacking from the site analysis 
in chapter 5.  The ecological aproach will focus on recreating these habitats for the 
conservation of the endangered plant species, and the didactic aspect will come in 
with the design of these habitats in a way that draw people’s attention to a part of 
the plant that usually goes unnoticed or reveal something that is normally hidden 
from the naked eye.  The aim is also to a awaken an interest in endemic planting, 
rekindle one’s appreciation there off by highlighting the biodiversity and uniqueness 
and using a person’s emotional conection to his regional landscape to do so.  

Magaliesberg Pretoria Mountain Bushveld

Ecosystem delineated by the Magaliesberg ridge system and associated koppies.

Planting strategy:
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A regional landscape spectacle. 
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Planting strategy:
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A regional landscape spectacle. 

Fig. 10.1: Planting strategy (Author 2015)
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A regional landscape spectacle. 

Fig. 10.2: Conservation strategy (Author 2015)
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Design experiment

Fig. 10.3: Design experiment (Author 2015)
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A regional landscape spectacle. 

Contour models

Fig. 10.4: Contour models (Author 2015)
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Fig. 10.5: Exhibition (Franklin 2015)
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A regional landscape spectacle. 
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