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T he  de s i g n  c o nc ep t  i s  a n  a mal g am at i o n  o f  t h e  th e or e t i ca l  i nv es t i g at i o n  i n  C hap ter  3 .  T h e  d es ig n  o f  a n  

Urb a n [ i n f r a ] S t r uc t ur e  r e su l t s  f r om m a ni f es t i n g  t h e  a n a l y t i c a l ,  t h e or e t i ca l ,  p ro gr am mat ic  a nd  

p rec e de nt i a l  p re mis es  a s  d i scu sse d  i n  t he  p r ev i o us  c h a p ters .  T h e  p ro j ec t  i nv es t i gat es  th e  d ec ay  o f  u rb a n  

per ip her i es  a s  w e l l  as  t h e  wa y  i n  wh ic h  t h e  c o nt i n u ed  n e g l ec t  o f  i n f r as t r uc t ur es  hav e  l e d  t o  t h e i r  

de g e ne r at i v e  n at u re .  T h e  m app in g  a n d  an a l ys i s  o f  Ts hw a ne ' s  2 0 55 i n f ra s t r uc t ur a l  v i s i o n  c o nc l ud e d  th at  

a l t h o u g h th e  v i s i o n  i s  re g ar de d  as  o ne  o f  p ot e nt i a l  i t  i n  fa c t  c o nt i n ue s  t o  f ac i l i t a t e  th i s  u rb a n  per ip h ery  

co n d i t i o n  d e f i ne d  by  t h e  b l oc k  o f  Br ow n St re et .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6.1 : Diagram illustrating the design concept development (Author, 2015). 
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T he  des i g n  o f  t h e  Urb a n [ i n f r a ] S t r uc t ur e  

in t e n de d  f or  t h e  b l oc k  o f  B r o wn  St r eet  i s  b as ed  

o n  ex i s t i n g  u rba n ,  p re c i nc t  a n d  s i t e  pot e nt i a l s .  

T he se  pot e nt i a l s  ar e ,  i n  or d er  o f  sc a le ,  t h e  

urb a n  sy ne r gy  w i t h  t he  ' Re  Kg ab is a '  i n ner  c i t y  

f r am ew or k ;  t h e  so c i a l  cap i t a l  p res e nt  w i t h i n  t he  

N or t h -E as t er n  p er ip he ry  s temm i ng f r om t h e  

in f orm a l  t r a nsp o r t  h ub ;  r es u l t a nt  co mme rc i a l  

ac t i v i t y ;  r em a i ns  o f  v ac a nt  bu i l d i ng s  o n  Br o w n  

Stre et ;  a n d  t h e  s i t e ’ s  ge o gr ap h i c a l  l o c at i o n  

wi t h i n  t he  or t h o g on a l  l ay o u t  o f  t h e  C B D,  w h ic h  

a l l o ws  f or  c o n d i t i o ns  i de a l  f o r  i n ner - c i t y  w at er  

h arv es t i n g .  A l l  t hes e  p ot e n t ia l s  o f fe r  p hys ic a l  

i n f orm a nts  fo r  d i r ec t  a n d  ta n g ib l e  d es ig n  

resp o ns es .  

T he  p r o gr am m at ic  p ote nt i a l  o f  t he  p r o j ec t  i s  

re a l i z e d  t hr o u g h a n  i n - dep t h  u n d ers t a n d i n g  a n d  

u n l oc k i n g  o f  e x i s t i n g  o n - s i t e  a n d  co nt ex t u a l  

pot ent i a l s ,  a s  s t a te d  ab ov e  ( 7 . 1 . 1 ) .  T he  p ro g r ams  

se l ec t ed  a re  b ase d  o n  th e i r  p ote nt ia l  t o  

co nt r ib ut e  t o  a  re g e ner at i v e  in f r as t r uc t ur e .  

 

 

B ase d  on  t h e  th e or e t i c a l  an d  p h i l os op h ic a l  

u n de rp i n n i n g  d i sc uss e d  i n  C h ap te r  3 ,  t he  

per ip her y  c o n d i t i o n  i s  o n e  w h i c h  d e n i es  i t s e l f  

(N or t h - Ea s ter n  q u a dr a nt  o f  t he  P re t or i a  CB D)  

l e g i t im acy .  T h is  d e n i a l  i s  d u e  t o  t he  f ac t  t h at  

th ere  i s  a  c o nt i n u a l  d es i re  t ow a rd  t h e  c e nt re ;  

t h e  h is t o r i c  c or e  o f  t he  c i t y .  I n  co nt r as t  t o  t h e  

co re ,  w h ic h  i s  c o ns id er e d  to  be  t he  mo s t  c ent r a l ,  

pub l i c ,  d e nse  an d  i n t e nse  ar e a ,  t h e  pe r ip h er a l  

z o ne  s h o u l d  p rov i de  t he  m os t  FL EX IB IL I TY  b ut  

a l s o  ne e ds  t o  be  m os t  R ESPO NS IV E  t o  i t s  

sur r o un ds  ( Urb a n H ub  D es ig n  To o lk i t ,  20 1 3 :  1 3 ) .  

T he  p r i ma ry  r o l e  o f  t he  p er ip her y  i s  t o  me d i at e  

be tw e en  t he  H e ar t  a n d  C o r r i d or  Z o n es  o f  t h e  

sur r o un ds .  Be i n g  l ess  de n se  t h a n  t he  ce nt re ,  

t h i s  z o n e  s h o u l d  e n co u r ag e  r es i d ent s  i n  t h e  

sur r o un d i n g  a r ea s  t o  m ov e  i n t o  t h e  h ub  a n d  

spac es  t h at  ac co mm o dat e  ex i s t i n g  u rb a n  

op er at ors  w h o  c a n not  be  a cc omm o dat e d  i n  t h e  

mor e  i n t e nse l y  d ev e l ope d  zo n es  (Ur ba n H ub  

De s i g n  T oo lk i t ,  2 01 3 :  13 ) .  
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Dep a r t i n g  f r om t h e  pe r ip her y ’ s  s t a t e  o f  

dep e n de n cy ,  Ko o lh a as  s u g g es ts  a  G e ne r i c  C i t y ;  

a n  i d ea l  s i t u at io n  w he re  t h e  pe r ip h ery  b ec om es  

a n  in d epe n d e nt  e nt i t y  " l i be rat e d  f r om t h e  

cap t i v i t y  o f  t he  ce nt re "  ( K o o l h a as ,  2 0 05 :  1 6) .  

T he  ge n er i c  c i t y  i s  n o  l o n ge r  par t  o f  t he  

de s t r uc t i v e  cy c l e  o f  d epe n d e ncy .  T he  s u cc ess  o f  

t h i s  urb a n  s t r at eg y  i s  b as e d  o n  t he  f ac t  t h at  t he  

Ge ne r i c  C i t y  i s  o ne  f r ee  o f  id e nt i t y  ( as  i d e nt i t y  

ro ots  f r om t he  h is t or i c  c or e ) .  P r e to r i a ,  h o w ev er ,  

i s  n ot  o n l y  co mpr ise d  o f  t h e  g en er i c ;  i t  a l s o  

fo rm s  pa r t  o f  a  ' 1 00 %  s pec i f i c  c i t y '  i n  i t s  

p ro j ec t i o n  o f  i t s  A f r i c a n  id e nt i t y .  P ub l i c  sp ace  i n  

th e  g e ner i c  c i t y  mo d e l  i s  ge n er a l l y  f o u n d  a s  

pub l i c  sq u ar es .  A s  Pr e t or i a  l a cks  p ub l i c  

i n f r as t r uc t ur e ,  p ub l i c  sp ac es  a re  f o u n d  w i th i n  

th e  s t r ee ts c ape .   T h is  l a ck  o f  p ub l i c  

i n f r as t r uc t ur e  i n  t he  N or t h - Ea s te rn  p er ip he ry  

h as  r es u l t ed  i n  ‘ i n s ur ge nt ’  ac t i v i t y ;  t he  i n f orm al  

appr op r i a t i o n  o f  t he  " i n -b et we e n "  spa ces  o f  i t s  

fab r i c . T he re f or e ,  K oo l h aa s  (2 00 5 :  1 6)  p r op ose s  

th e  c o nc ep t  o f  t h e  20 0 % c i t y ,  w h er e  t he  c i t y  i s  

bot h  1 0 0 % ge n er i c  a nd  10 0 %  spec i f i c .   

 

E nt r opy ,  a  t e rm b ase d  o n  t he  2
n d

 l aw  o f  

th erm o dy n ami cs ,  d esc r ib es  t h e  n at ur a l  t e n de nc y  

o f  m at t er  t o  f a l l  i n t o  a  s ta t e  d is or d er .  T he  s am e  

la w i s  app l i e d  b y  L ebbe us  W o od s  i n  w h ic h  t h eo ry  

co nc er n i n g  " I nev i t ab l e  A r c h i t ec t u re " ,  i n  w h i c h  

th e  in ev i t ab i l i t y  o f  d ec ay  i s  co ns i der e d  to  be  t he  

fu t u re  c o n d i t i on  o f  a l l  mat e r i a l s  a nd  t he re f or e ,  

ar ch i t ec t ur e .  A r c h i t ec t ur e  a s  a  m ate r i a l  e nt i t y  i s  

dep e n de nt  o n  t h e  en er g i es  ass oc i a te d  w i t h  

oc cu pa n cy ;  i n  ess e nc e ,  m a i nt en a n ce .  I t  i s  t h i s  

v ery  p r i nc ip l e  t h at  h as  l e d  t o  t he  d ec ay  o f  Br ow n  

St re et ' s  f ab r i c .  I t  i s  n ot  o n l y  t he  v ac a nc y  o f  

bu i l d i n gs  b ut  a l s o  t he  ob s t ru c t i o n  o f  p ub l i c  

ac cess  t hat  her e  ca us e  th e  abs e nce  o f  

ar ch i t ec t ur e ’s  h um a n co mp o n ent .   

T he re f or e ,  t o  d es ig n  f or  d ec ay  i s  t o  " i nc l u d e  

w i t h  t h e  d es i g n  a  d e gr ee  o f  co mp l ex i t y ,  ev e n  o f  

co nt r a d ic t i o n  emb od i ed  in  the  s im ul t a n eo u s  

p ro ces ses  o f  gr o wt h  a nd  d e cay  o f  o ur  b u i l d i n gs  

th at  he i g hte ns  a n d  i n t en s i f i es  o ur  h um a n i t y "  

(W oo ds ,  2 01 2 ) .  I t  i s  t h e  m an i f es t at i o n  o f  e nt ro py  

th at  i s  co mm u ni cat e d  i n  t h e  l ay er i n g  o f  c h a n ge  

ov e r  t im e .  E nt r opy  i s  ev i de nc e  o f  t he  p res e nc e  

o f  nat u re  i n  t im e .  T h is  d es i g ne d  c omp l ex i t y  i s  a  

co nt i nu at i o n  o f  t he  e nt r op i c  f l o w ;  " r u in s  me l t  

a n d  me rg e  i n t o  n ew s t r uc t u res ,  t o  g e t  a  

marv e l l ou s  e n er g et i c  j ux t ap os i t i o n  occ u r r in g ,  

w i t h  a cc i d e nt  a  l ar ge  p ar t  o f  t he  w h o le  p r oc ess "  

(Smi t hs o n ,  1 97 3) .   
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S temm i n g f r om t he  i d e a  th at  d ec ay  i s  

co ns i der e d  a  nat u ra l  p he n om e no n a n d  s h o u l d  

th ere f or e  i n he re nt l y  ex i s t  i n  ha rm o ny  w i t h  

n at ur e  a n d  i t s  n at ur a l  p r oc ess ,  a rc h i t ec t u re  

sh o u l d  e n g a ge  t he  n atu r a l  w or l d  as  a  me d i u m  

fo r  a n d  g e ner at or  o f  t he  d es i g n .  R e ge n er at i v e  

ar ch i t ec t ur e  " u t i l i zes  t h e  l i v i n g  a n d  n at ur a l  

sys tems  t hat  ex i s t  o n  s i t e ”  t h at  b ec om e t he  

"b u i ld i n g  b lo ck s "  f or  t he  arc h i t ec t u re .  I t  h as  t w o  

fo c use s ;  i t  i s  a n  arc h i t e c t ur e  t h at  f oc us es  o n  

co ns erv at io n  a nd  pe r f or ma nc e  t h r ou g h  a  

fo c use d  re d uc t i o n  o n  t h e  e n v i r o nme nt a l  i mp ac ts  

o f  a  b u i ld i n g .  T h is  f oc us  r e la t es  c l os e l y  t o  t he  

in t e nt i o ns  o f  s us t a i nab i l i t y .  " I t  i s  a n  

ar ch i t ec t ur e  t hat  emb ra ces  th e  e nv i r o nme nt  a n d  

us es  t h e  m i l l i o ns  o f  ye a rs  o f  e n g i ne er i n g  a nd  

ev o l ut i o n  as  t he  f o u nd at io n  fo r  a  re g e ne r at i v e  

s t ru c t ur e "  (L i t tm a n ,  2 0 0 9:  2 ) .  I t  i s  b ase d  o n  t he  

p rem is e  t h at  ev e ry t h i n g  we  b u i ld  ha s  t h e  

pot ent i a l  t o  i n te g rat e  t h e  n at ur a l  w or ld  as  a n  

eq ua l  p ar t n er  i n  ar c h i t ec t ur e .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6.2 : Sketch diagram illustrating conceptual section iteration (Author, 2015). 
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C o n t e m p o r a r y  c i t i e s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  

f l e x i b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  T h e  e n a b l e s  t h e m  t o  a b s o r b  a  

c o n t i n u o u s  s p a t i a l  r e f o r m a t i o n  w i t h o u t  l o s i n g  t h e i r  

s p e c i f i c i t y  a n d  c e n t r a l i t y  ( D e l a l e x ,  2 0 0 6 :  5 1 ) .  

S p e c i f i c i t y  a n d  c e n t r a l i t y  a r e  b o t h  e s s e n t i a l  i n  a n  

u r b a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  s u c h  a s  P r e t o r i a ,  w h i c h  t h r i v e s  

o n  i d e n t i t y .  I n  s y n t h e s i s i n g  t h e o r e t i c a l  p r e m i s e s ,  t h e  

a r c h i t e c t u r e  r e q u i r e d  i n  t h i s  p e r i p h e r a l  c o n t e x t  i s  t o  

t a k e  o n  m a n y  r o l e s .  F i r s t l y ,  i t  i s  t o  b e  f l e x i b l e ;  n o t  

o n l y  i n  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  a d a p t  t o  t h e  e v e r - c h a n g i n g  

n a t u r e  o f  i d e n t i t y ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  t h e  e x p e c t e d  c h a n g e s  

i n  i t s  c o n t e x t .  S e c o n d l y ,  i t  h a s  t o  b e  s u s t a i n a b l e  i n  

t h a t  i t  i s  f r e e  o f  i t s  d e p e n d e n c y .  L a s t l y ,  a n d  m o s t  

i m p o r t a n t l y ,  i s  t o  b e  r e g e n e r a t i v e ;  i t  m u s t  p r i o r i t i z e  

t h e  n a t u r a l  w o r l d  a s  t h e  c a t a l y s t  f o r  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  

o f  t h e  u r b a n .   

I f  t h i s  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  t o  r e g e n e r a t e ,  a r c h i t e c t s  m u s t  

i n c o r p o r a t e  a  c e r t a i n  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  t h e  r e a l  i n  t h e i r  

d e s i g n .  T h e y  m u s t  t h u s  r e d i r e c t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  

t o w a r d  q u e s t i o n s  o f  s c a l e ,  u s e ,  m o v e m e n t ,  f l o w  a n d  

e x c h a n g e ;  s o  m o v i n g  t o w a r d  a n  i n f r a s t r u c t u ra l  

d e s i g n .  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  n o t  o n l y  h a s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  a c t  

d i r e c t l y  o n  t h e  c i t y  b u t  i t  i s  a l s o  t h e  m o s t  d i r e c t  w a y  

t o  a d d r e s s  h u m a n  n e e d s  ( S e e w a n g ,  2 0 1 3 :  2 ) .  

I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  t h e r e f o r e  a c t s  a s  t h e  a g e n t  b e t w e e n  

t h e  s o c i a l  c o m p o n e n t  a n d  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  t h a t  i t  

a c c o m m o d a t e s  ( B a n h a m ,  1 9 6 5 :  7 9 ) .  I n f r a s t r u c tu r e  

s h o u l d  t h e n  f o r m  p a r t  o f  t h i s  p r o c e s s ;  m e d i a t i n g  

b e t w e e n  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  t h e i r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

r e s p o n s e s .  A s  a r c h i t e c t s  r e c l a i m  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  t o o l s ,  

t h e y  s h o u l d  r e l a t e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  t o  m a t e r i a l  

p r a c t i c e s ,  s u c h  a s  e c o l o g y  a n d  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  w h i c h  

a r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  c o n c e p t i o n  a n d  

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  l a r g e  s c a l e  a s s e m b l a g e s  o v e r  t i m e  

( D e l a l e x ,  2 0 0 6 :  5 4 ) .   

T h e  c o n c e p t  o f  a n  [ i n f r a ] s t r u c t u r e  b e c o m e s  t h e  

m e d i u m  b y  w h i c h  t h e  c i t y  b l o c k  o f  B r o w n  S t r e e t  i s  

t r a n s f o r m e d .  T h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y  b l o c k  i s  

n e c e s s i t a t e d  b y  a  p e r s i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n  o f  u r b a n  

d e c a y .  T h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s i t e ’ s  l a t e n t  i n t e r n a l  

a n d  e x t e r n a l  i n f r a s t r u c t u ra l  p o t e n t i a l s  e n a b l e  

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s i t e ’ s  i n t e r n a l  a n d  

e x t e r n a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  f o r m i n g  a  s y s t e m  o f  

i n t e r d e p e n d e n t  c o m p o n e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  e n v i s i o n e d  

[ i n f r a ] s t r u c t u r e .    
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Figure 6.3 : Sketch illustrating the idea of  layering infrastructure (Author, 2015). 
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I n  C h ap t er  7  t he  p r op ose d  [ i n f r a ]s t r uc t ur e  o f  Br o wn St r e et  i s  e xp l a i ne d  w i t h i n  th e  p a ram et ers  o f  sev e n  

ma i n  d es ig n  g e ne r ato rs .  T h e se  des i g n  ge n er at ors  i n f l u e n ce d  t he  p ro ce ss  o f  de c is i o n  ma k i n g  t hr o u g h o ut  

th e  d ev e l opm ent  s ta g es  o f  t h e  d es ig n  p r o gre ss i o n .  T h e  g en er at or s  a d dr ess  de s i g n  c o nc er ns  r e g ar d i n g  

th e  u rb a n ,  p rec i nc t  a n d  s i t e  a n a l ys es ,  bu i l d in g  p r o gr am,  e nv i r o nm e nt a l  asp ec ts ,  s i t e - b as ed  i n f l ue nc es  

a n d ,  m os t  imp or t a nt l y ,  t he  w ay  i n  w h i c h  t he  c re at i n g  o f  a n  [ i n f r a ]s t ru c t ur e  l ea ds  t o  t h e  d es ig n  o f  

ar ch i t ec t ur e .  

W i t h i n  th e  c o nt ex t  o f  Br o wn St re et ,  t h i s  

d i s se r tat i o n  e xp l or es  a n  ar c h i t ec t ur e  o f  

i n f r as t r uc t ur e .  T he  sys t em a t i c  m an i f es t at io n  o f  

i n f r as t r uc t ur e  w i th i n  th e  de g en er at i v e  " i n -

betw e en "  sp ac es  o f  t he  c i t y  b loc k  w i l l  r es u l t  i n  

th e  c re at i on  o f  a  re g e n er at i v e  e nv i r o nme nt  

cap ab le  o f  r e h ab i l i t a t in g  n o t  o n l y  t he  c i t y  b l o ck  

i t se l f  b ut  a l so  i t s  d i l ap i d ate d  c o ntex t .  T h e  

de s i g n  s t r ate gy  f or  t h i s  d i ss er t at i o n  i s  t o  

dev e l op  t he  z o n es  o f  t h e  s i t e  w h ic h  h av e  n ot  

o n l y  b ee n  mo s t  a f f ec t e d  b y  th e  d e ge n er at i v e  

n at ur e  o f  t h e  s i t e  b ut  a l s o  t h e  t r a ns f o rm at i o n  o f  

t h e  i n -bet w ee n sp ac es  w h i c h  l e d  t o  t h e  d ec ay  o f  

t h e  s ur r o u n d i n g  fab r i c .   

A nt i c ip at i n g  th at  t h e  r e h ab i l i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  

urb a n  p er ip he ry  w i l l  l ea d  t o  i nv es tm e nt  i n  a n d  

dev e l opm e nt  o f  t he  b l oc k  o f  B ro w n St re et ,  a n  

inv es t i gat i o n  i s  ma d e  i n t o  t h e  po ss ib le  n at ur e  o f  

t h e  r e ge n er at i v e  in f r as t r u c tu re .  Rem emb er i n g  

th e  ro le  o f  i n f r as t r uc t ur e  a s  " t he  b as i c  p hys i ca l  

a n d  or g a n i z at i o na l  s t r uc t u res  ne e de d  f o r  th e  

op er at i o n  o f  s o c i e t y "  a s  w e l l  as  c o ns id er i n g  t he  ,  

i t  w as  se e n  f i t  t o  i n i t i a te  th e  de s i g n  p ro ces s  

w i t h  t h e  c r e at i o n  o f  a  ' s erv i ce  c or e ' .  T h e  s erv i ce  

co re  i s  a  d is t i nc t i v e  f e at u r e .  I t  p r ov i d es :  

s t ru c t ur a l  so l i d i t y  as  we l l  a s  r oo m f o r  e l ev at ors ,  

t o i l e t s ,  a n d  o t he r  am en i t i e s  th at  c o nt r ib ut e  t o  

th e  m a i n  net w or k  f o r  u t i l i t y  serv i c es ,  p o we r  a n d  

d ata .  T he  s erv i c e  c or e  i n f l u e nce s  m a ny  aspe c ts  

o f  t h e  d es i g n  o f  b u i ld i n gs ,  s uc h  as  t h ose  

co nc er n i n g  s t r uc t ur e ,  ac ce ss  a nd  ev e n  s h ape .
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T he  serv i c e  c or e  i s  d e f i ne d  as  t h e  

( Trabucco, 2010; 1).  I nv e s t i g at i o n  

in t o  p os s ib l e  s i t e  l o c at i o ns  a n d  r e l ev a nt  d es i g n  p ot e nt i a l s  o f  t h e  in t e n de d  [ i n f r a ]s t r u c tu re  m a n ip hes t e d  

w i t h i n  th re e  s t a ge s  ( s ee  f i g ur e  6 . 3)  i l l us t r at ed  as :   

 

A .  " i ns er t i n g "  B .  " c o nt ex t u a l i z i n g "   C .  " f ee d i n g "  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6.3 : Sketch diagrams illustrating site location of proposed 'service core' within the block of Brown Street (Author, 2015). 
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Figure 6.4 : Diagram illustrating the INSERTING of [infra]structure (Author, 2015). 
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Figure 6.5 : Diagram illustrating the CONTEXTUALIZING of [infra]structure (Author, 2015). 



106 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6.6 : Diagram illustrating the proposed [infra]structure FEEDING off of Brown Street fabric (Author, 2015). 
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I n  U rb a n Co mp on e nts ,  Le o n  Kr ie r  c r i t i c i s es  th e  

h i s to r i ca l  t e n de ncy  t o  th e  ce nt r a l i z a t i o n  o f  

fu n c t i o n  ( ec o n om ic  a n d  c u l t ur a l  p ow er )  as  t h i s  

res u l t s  i n  l a r ger  a n d  la r ge  c i t y  b lo cks ,  w h ic h  

ev e nt u a l l y  a t t a i ns  l a r ger  a n d  la r ger  b u i l d i n g  

p ro g ra ms .  I t  c a us es  t h e  o v ers t r ess i n g  o f  c i t y  

ce nt r es .  

T he  c i t y  o f  Pr e t o r i a  h as  be e n  f orm al i ze d  a n d  h as  

dev e l op e d  f r om a n  a gr a r i a n  or i g i n  (B e l l  &  L a ne  

19 0 5: 12) .  T h e  n at u ra l  bo u n d ar i es  o f  t he  c i t y  

co nt a i n e d  i t s  d ev e lop me nt  a n d  h av e  t o  a  l ar ge  

ex te nt  f orm e d th e  c i t y ' s  urb a n  i d e nt i t y  ( J o rd a a n ,  

19 8 9:  2 6) .  T h e  m orp h i ng  o f  t he se  e l em ent s  s aw  

th e  c i t y  t r a ns f o rm i n t o  w h at  i s  ha s  bec om e  

to da y .  A n a l ys i s  o f  P re t o r i a ' s  urb a n  dev e l opm e nt  

rev ea ls  t h at  w h at  i s  t o d ay  k n o w n as  t h e  

com p le t e l y  u rba n i ze d  C e nt r a l  B us i n ess  D is t r i c t ,  

w as  on ce  t h e  r es i d e nt i a l  su r r ou n ds  o f  t he  t o w n  

ce nt r e ,  C h u rc h  Sq u a r e .  

T he  r i g i d  c ar d o - dec u ma n us  g r i d   i n  c o n j u nc t i o n  

w i t h  t he  r es id e nt i a l  o r i g i n  o f  t he  c i t y  ha s  

res u l t e d  i n  ov ers i ze d  c i t y  b l oc ks .  T h es e  i mpe d e  

ped es t r i a n  m ov e me nt  i n  a n d  ar o u nd  t h e  urb a n  

e nv i r o nm e nt .  C o nse qu e nt l y ,  as  th e  c i t y  gr e w ,  s o  

d i d  t he  dev e l opm e nt  o f  t h e  v ib r a nt  m id -b lo ck  

ar ca d es  (Le  Ro u x ,  1 9 91 :  32 ) .  T h is  ad d ed  a  

d is t r ac t i v e  l aye r  t o  t h e  c i t y ' s  sp at i a l  i d e nt i t y  

a n d  urb a n  e nv i r o nm e nt .  H o wev er ,  as  t h e  c i t y  o f  

Pre t or i a  e xp an ds ,  s o  d o es  th e  ne e d  f o r  p ub l i c  

spac e .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6.5 : Diagram illustrating the feeding off of Brown Street fabric (Author, 2015). 
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