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4 . 1  T he or e t i c a l  /  M a g n e ts  /  C .  Pr i c e  1 9 96  

4 .2  F u n c t i o n a l  /  P a r c  de  l e  V i l l e t t e  /  B .  Ts h um i  1 9 82 -1 9 9 8  
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4 .4  Se rv i c es  P re ce d ent  /  C e n t re  Po mp id o u  /  R i ch a rd  R o g ers  a n d  R e n zo  P i a n o  1 9 77  
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In  1 99 6  a s  p ar t  o f  s ev e n  p r o j ec ts  o n  t h e  t he me  

o f  ant i c ip at ory  a rc h i t ec t ur e  'M ag n ets '  b y  C ed r i c  

Pr i c e  p r op os es  t e n  s h or t  l i f e  s t r u c t ure s ,  t o  be  

fu n d ed  by  l oc a l  a ut h or i t i es ,  w h ic h  w o u l d  p rov i de  

am e n i t i es  a n d  s t im ul at e  ne w p at te r ns  o f  p ub l i c  

mov em ent .  A s  a n  ' a nt i c ip at o ry  arc h i t e c t ur e ' ,  t h e  

ma g n ets  w er e  des i g ne d  as  t emp or ary ,  m ob i l e ,  

s t ru c t ur a l  a d j us tm ent s  t o  the  ex i s t i n g  p ub l i c  

re a lm .  " T he  ma g n ets  ar e  bot h  p r a gm at i c  a n d  

po l mat i c  i n  t he  w ay  t h ey  t ur n  sp ac e  t o  t h e  p ub l i c  

a dv a nt a g e .  U n l i k e  c o nv e n t io n a l  a rc h i t ec t u re ,  

t h ey  ar e  n ot  an  e n d  i n  t he ms e l v es  b ut  e nc o ur a ge  

th e  co nt i n u a l  ne cess i t y  f or  c h a n ge "  (P r i ce ,  

19 9 6) .  

T he  1 0  m a g nets  in c l u de :  S t a i rw ays ,  Pr om e na d e ,  

P la t f orm ,  A rc a d e ,  C a us e w ay ,  P ie r ,  A rc h ,  

Tr a nsp or t er ,  an d  C i t y  Sq u ar e .  T he se  s t r uc t ur es  

we re  i n t e nd e d  t o  oc c upy  sp ac e  n ot  us u a l l y  s e e n  

as  s i t es  th at  ar e  av a i l a b le  fo r  pub l i c  us e ,  s uc h  

as ,  a i r  sp a ce  ab ov e  r oa ds ,  s t re e ts ,  p a rks ,  l a kes  

a n d  r a i lw ays .  T hey  w er e  d es i g n ed  to  g e n er ate  

n ew k i n ds  o f  a cc ess ,  v i e w s ,  sa n c t ua ry ,  s a f e t y  

a n d  de l i g ht ;  t o  " ov e r l o ad "  u n de r use d  o r  m is us ed  

s i t es  an d  m ak e  t he m m or e  d e l i g ht f u l  a n d  p l ay f u l  

(Har d i n gh a m,  2 00 3 :  8 9) .  

T h is  co n cep t  o f  b u i l d i ng  de s i g n  r ev e a l s  n e w  

poss ib i l i t i es  f or  arc h i t e c t ur e .  B u i l d i n gs ,  i n  th e  

w ay  th at  t he y  bec om e i n f r as t r u c t ur a l ,  bec om e  

par t  o f  t he  urb a n  s t r uc t ur e  a n d  a l t h o u g h t h ey  

app ea r  l i g ht - he a r te d ,  t h ey  a l l o we d  t o  exc e ed  

th e i r  c o nv e nt i o na l  fu n c t i o n a l  e x pec t at i o ns .   T he  

p ro j ec ts  o f  b ot h  Tsc h u mi  a n d  Pr i ce  p r ov id e  

p la n n i ng  ap pr o ac he s  th at  ar e  t he or e t i c a l  a n d  

co nt ex t u a l  a n d  a l s o  c o nt a in  t he  n ee d  t o  b e  

f l e x ib l e  ( s e e  " F le x ib i l i t y " ,  C h ap t er  1 ) .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.1 : Cedric Price's parti diagrams of 10 'magnets' (Price, 1996) 
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Figure 4.2 : Cedric Price's parti diagrams of 10 'magnets' (Price, 1996) 
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T he  P ar c  d e  l a  V i l l e t t e  was  des i g ne d  t o  

rev i t a l i z e  a n  ab a nd o n e d  a n d  un d ev e l ope d  p i ec e  

o f  l a n d  i n  P ar is ,  F r a n ce .  Th e  i d ea  w as  to  

re dev e l op  t h e  l a nd  b et we e n  a  m eat  ma rk et  a nd  

s la u g ht er h o use  w h ic h  d at es  ba ck  t o  18 6 0 .  

Br ie fe d  t o  d es i gn  a n  ur ba n  p a rk ,  Ts h um i  

e nv is i on e d  t he  Pa rc  de  l a  V i l l e r t e  as  a  p l ac e  o f  

cu l t ure  w he re  n at ur a l  an d  ar t i f i c ia l  a re  f or ce d  

to get h er  i n  a  s ta t e  o f  co ns ta nt  re co n f i g u rat i o n  

a n d  d isc ov ery .   

T he  P ar c  de  l a  V i l l e t t e  w as  des ig n e d  ac c or d i n g  

t o  t hr e e  p r i nc ip l es  o f  o r ga n i z at i on  t h at  Ts h um i  

c l ass i f i es  as  p o i nt s ,  l i ne s ,  a n d  s ur fa ce s .  T he  13 5  

ac re  s i t e  w as  or g a n i z ed  sp at i a l l y  i n t o  a  gr id  o f  

3 5  po i nts ,  w h ic h  h e  ca l l ed  f o l l i es .  T he  s er ies  o f  

f o l l i es  g av e  a  d ime ns i o n a l  an d  or g a n i z at i o n a l  

qu a l i t y  t o  th e  v as t  exp a nse ;  serv i ng  as  p o i nts  o f  

re f er e nc e .  T he  rep et i t i v e  n at ur e  o f  t he  fo l l i es ,  

t h o u g h ea c h  u n iq u e  a n d  d i f f e r e nt ,  a l l o w  fo r  

v i s i t or s  t o  re t a i n  a  se ns e  o f  p la ce .  

S im i l ar  t o  t he  M a n h at t an  Tr a nsc r ip t s  ( 1 9 7 6 -  

19 81 ) ,  P arc  d e  l e  V i l l e t t e  ma n i f es ts  urb a n  l i f e  

a n d  ac t i v i t y  w her e  sp ac e ,  e v e nt  a n d  mov em e nt  

a l l  c o nv e rg e  in t o  a  l a r ger  s ys tem .  Cr i t i c i ze d  o f  

be i n g  t o o  l ar g e  a n d  des ig n e d  w i t h o ut  

co ns i der at i o n  fo r  th e  h um a n  sca l e  a n d  ar g u e d  to  

ex i s t  w i t h i n  a  v a c u um n ot  resp o n d i n g  t o  t he  

h i s to ry  a nd  c ont ex t  o f  t h e  s i t e .  W i t h  s uc h  a  

l a rg e  sc a l e ,  ho w ev e r ,  t he  de s i g n  b ec om es  a n  

a n a l y t i c a l  a n d  c o nc ep t u a l  ap pro ac h  t o  th e  w ay  a  

h um a n f ee l s  w i t h i n  a  l ar ge r  urb a n  se t t i n g .  T he  

th eo ry  i s  j us t i f i e d  a n d  g i v es  me a n i n g  t o  a  d es i gn  

th at  p r i or i t i zes  c r e at i o n  o f  s pac e  ov e r  b u i l d i n g .  
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Figure 4.3 : Diagram Series of folly types by Tshumi (Achdaily.com)
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Loc at e d  i n  S h a  T in ,  Ho n g  K o n g ,  t he  C omm u ni t y  

Gre e n  S t at i o n  i s  a  p i l o t  p ro j ec t  f or  th e  

imp l em e ntat i o n  o f  t h e  Gov e rn me nt ’s  ' r e d uc t i o n  

f i r s t  w as t e ’  m a n a ge me nt  s t rat e gy .  T h e  p r o j e c t  

supp or t s  r ecyc l i n g  e f f or t s  a t  a  co mm u ni t y  l ev e l .  

I t  a l s o  h o l ds  ex h ib i t i o ns  a n d  o f f e rs  e d uc at i o n a l  

p ro g ra ms  to  adv oc at e  th e  imp or t a nc e  o f  

recy c l in g .  T h e  s tat i o n  co n s i s t s  o f  a n  e d uc at i o n  

ce nt r e ,  w or ks h op ,  o f f i ce  a n d  a nc i l l a r y  f ac i l i t i es .  

T he  c ha l l e ng e  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  w as  t o  c r e ate  a  

t emp or ary  r ecyc l i n g  s t at i o n  th at  w o u l d  hav e  a  

pos i t i v e  i mpa c t  o n  t he  c omm u ni t y .  H av in g  t u r ne d  

a n  u n de r ut i l i ze d  c ar  p ar k  i n t o  a  g at h er i n g  p l ac e ,  

t h e  i d ea  w as  not  c r e ate  a  r ub b is h  c o l l ec t i o n  

po i nt  b ut  t h at  t o  f as h i o n  a  pos i t i v e  a d d i t i o n  t o  

th e  l oc a l  are a .  I n  th i s  w ay ,  s us t a i n ab le  d es i g n  i s  

n ot  t r e ate d  a s  a  t ec h n iq u e ,  but  as  a  pa r t  o f  

l o ca l  c u l t u re .  

T he  des i g n  i s  d i v id e d  i n t o  a  g a rd e n  c o ur t y ar d  

a n d  ba ck co u r t  t hat  se rv e  as  a  f u nc t i o n  o f  

e x h ib i t i o n  a n d  w o rks h op  re spec t i v e l y .  M o du l ar  

co nt a i n ers  ar e  m o d i f i e d  t o  su i t e  d i f f e r e nt  

fu n c t i o ns .  A  ce nt r a l  g ar d e n  e n ge n d ers  a  s e nse  

o f  c omm u n i t y  i n  t h e  f orm  o f  a n  oa s is  w i t h i n  t he  

h ea r t  o f  a n  i nd us t r i a l  a re a .  T h es e  c omp o n e nts  

b r i n g  i n t o  be i n g  a  m ul t i - l ay ere d  sp a ce ;  f r om  

pub l i c  t o  p r i v at e ;  f ro m ope n sp a ce  a n d  s em i -

op en  sp ac e  t o  e nc l os e d  a re a .  I t  i s  a n  

in t erp re t at i on  o f  a  p av i l i o n  i n  a  C h i n es e  g a rd e n .  
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Figure 4.4 : Photographys of Community Green Station (Achdaily.com).
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In  t h e  1 9 7 0s ,  a rc h i t ec ts  R i ch a rd  R o ge rs  a n d  

Re n z o  P i a n o  co l l ab or ate d  o n  th e  d es i g n  o f  a  

cu l t ur a l  c e nt r e  i n  P ar is ,  t h e  Ce nt r e  G e or ge s  

Pomp i do u .  T h e i r  p r im ary  c o nce p t  fo r  t h e  

bu i l d i n g  wa s  t o  p or t r ay  t h e  m us eu m i t s e l f  as  

mov em ent .  Se co n d ary  t o  th i s ,  but  f r am i n g  

app l i c ab l e  p r ec e de nt  f or  t h i s  d i sse r t at i o n ,  i s  t h e  

co nc ep t  o f  e x po s i n g  a l l  t he  i n f r as t r uc t u re  o f  t he  

bu i l d i n g .   A l l  t h e  d i f f e r e nt  m ec h a n i c a l  a nd  

s t ru c t ur a l  s ys te ms  ar e  s h o w n,  n ot  o n l y  so  th at  

th ey  c an  b e  un d ers t o o d  b ut  a l s o  t o  m ax i m i ze  t h e  

in t er i or  sp ac es  w i t h o ut  in t er r up t i on s .  T h e  

v ar i ou s  sys t ems  o n  t he  ex t er i o r  o f  t he  b u i l d i n g  

ar e  pa i nte d  d i f f e r e nt  c o l o ur s  t o  d is t in g u is h  t he i r  

d i f f e r e nt  r o l es .  T h e  s t r u c tu re  a n d  l ar g es t  

v e nt i l a t i on  co mp o ne nts  ar e  pa i nt e d  w h i t e ;  s ta i rs  

a n d  e lev at or  s t r uc t u res  ar e  a  s i l v er - gr ey ;  

v e nt i l a t i on  i s  pa i nt ed  b l ue ;  p l umb i n g  a n d  f i r e  

co nt r o l  ar e  gr ee n ;  t he  e l ec t r i c a l  e l em e nts  ar e  

ye l l o w  a n d  o ra n g e ,  a nd  th e  e l ev at o r  m ot or  

ro oms  a nd  s h af t s ,  or  th e  e l e me nts  th at  a l l o w  f or  

mov em ent  th r o ug h o ut  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  a re  p a i nte d  

re d .  Pa r t  o f  m ak i n g  t he se  s y s tems  v i s ib l e  t o  t h e  

us ers  o f  t h e  bu i l d i n g  i s  th at  the  ar t i c u l a t i on  a n d  

or g a n i z at io n  o f  t h es e  s erv i ces  n ot  o n l y  d e f i ne  

spac es  b ut  a l s o  g u i de  u ser s  i n  a n d  ar o u n d  t h e  

bu i l d i n g .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



72

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.5 : Photographs of Centre Pompidou and its services(Achdaily.com).
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