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NOVEMBER, 1939,

The New Native Hospital. — This has been com-
pleted, and is arranged to link up with the old
wards until the latter are replaced by a further
block to be connected to the newly completed
block by Admission and Special Departments.
The final structure will form a self-contained
Native Hospital. Provision has been made also
for a future wing to be added to this unit for
Indian wards.

The Nurses’ Home. — The new building has already
replaced the demolished single-storey sections
of the old home. The double-storey section has
been retained and welded into the new struc-
ture.

The Isolation Hospital. — Though to be erected
shortly at the expense of the Public Health
Authorities and the Provincial Administration,
the new Isolation Hospital will form part of the
Boksburg—Benoni Hospital group, and will be
under the same administration,

The Boiler House and Service Block. — This block
is to be re-designed to provide scope for the
gradual replacement of the existing plant, from
time to time, by the most efficient and up-to-date
boilers.

HISTORICAL NOTE.

T will thus be seen that the final Hospital will be

quite a large institution. The extensions and altera-
tions will result in 100 new beds for European adults,
56 of the old beds being retained. In addition, there
will be 34 new beds for children, 10 of these being
reserved for infants. In the Native Hospital there
will be 158 new beds.

In this connection it is interesting to quote a short
historical note prepared by the Secretary, Mr. J.
Myburgh :—

“ The Boksburg—Benoni Hospital was opened in
August, 1905, at which time it had accommodation
for 70 patients — 40 European and 30 non-Euro-
pean. At its inception it was a combined Mines
and Government Hospital, the East Rand Pro-
prietary Mines, Ltd., having contributed a sum of
£7.500 towards the estimated capital cost of
£30,000. The grounds of the Hospital were then
aproximately 8 morgen, another 4 morgen being
added recently.

“ The original Native Ward was a wood-and-
iron shanty, replaced some time later by a building
to accommodate 50 Non-Europeans — 38 males
and 12 females.

“In 1935 a new European surgical block was
erected to accommodate 72 patients. This block,
which has now been welded into the new buildings,
contains, in addition ‘to” ward units, an operating
theatre suite, a midwifery ward with labour rooms
and delivery suite, and an X-ray department.”
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European Hospital EXTENSIONS to this block at

present consist of five 18-bed
wards divided into sections of 6 beds arranged on the
“parallel-bed’’ system, each section having large sliding
glass-panelled doors opening out on to wide concrete
cantilever balconies. These wards have all the neces-
sary secondary rooms, and are linked directly to the
existing 5-storey European ward block, to which an
additional floor has been added to provide four 6-bed
wards for children and 10 single-cot wards for infants.

An interesting point in the design of this additional
floor is that all the partitions between the wards are
fully glazed. This facilitates full supervision and
creates an atmosphere of bright friendliness for the
young patients, Deep sunning balconies have been
provided for all these wards also.

Directly linked up with the new wing, which extends
northwards and contains the five 18-bed wards, is a
southward extension containing the administrative,
out-patients’, casualty and special departments, and
R.M.O.’s quarters. This extension forms the remaining
section to the European Hospital still to be built.
Future ward extensions will link up with this south
wing and run westwards in banks of 30-bed units, five
floors high. This provision for the future will allow
an ultimate capacity of approximately 600 to 700
European beds.

In the south wing the out-patients and casualty
departments will comprise large and small waiting
halls, consulting rooms, examination rooms, surgeries,
etc. The X-ray and massage departments and the
preliminary Nurses' Training School will be directly
connected to the out-patients’ and casualty departments
as well as to the ward unit proper. Quarters for the
Resident Medical Officers will be situated on the top
floor of this new wing.

Native Hospital A COMPLETELY new three-sto-
rey, Non-European hospital block
has been built to accommodate the 158 new beds in
ward units of 36 beds each. These wards are of
similar design to those of the European block: that
is, they are arranged on the “parallel-bed” system, each
section having fully opening windows facing north.

In this new block a new Native maternity floor has
been provided. It accommodates 24 beds, and contains
a delivery room, a sterilizing room, a room for imme-
diate waiting cases, operating theatre, surgeons’
wash-up, etc. The operating and delivery units have
artificial ventilation. In addition to these, an 8-bed
self-contained maternity isolation unit has been pro-

vided.

The Native block has its own admission department,
comprising a large waiting hall, a surgery and examin-
ation room, and patients’ bathroom and lavatory blocks.
It is designed to take two additional floors and also
to link up with a future block.
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