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1 ONGEPUBLISEER

Nasionale Argief van Suid-Afrika (NASA), Pretoria
Aanwinste

NASA Al Smutsversameling - koerantknipsels soos saamgestel deur mev IM Smuts.
NASA A286 Libertas, (Libertas, Pretoria: besonderhede i.v.m meubels) sa

NASA A131 Strijdomversameling 1910-1973

NASA A32 Hertzogversameling

Argief van die Departement van Openbare Werke

PWD 566 2/1310 Libertas, 1935-1947.

PWD 1418 26/4374 Buildings, General. Drawing number register, s.a.

PWD 565 2/1310 Pretoria Bryntirion Estate House for Prime Minister, erection, 1935-1937.
PWD 565 2/1310 Pretoria Bryntirion Estate House for Prime Minister, erection, 1937-1938.
PWD 1184 7/2969 Buildings - General. Competitions for Government buildings. Procedure to
be followed, 1933-1948,

PWD 566 2/1310 Pretoria Bryntirion Estate. House for Prime Minister. Erection, 1941-1947.

Argief van die Eerste Minister
PM EM 4/2, 152 Akkommodasie, meubels en uitrusting, wonings van die Eerste Minister A.
Groote Schuur B. Libertas, 1917-1937.

PM EM 4/2, 152 Akkommodasie, meubels en uitrusting, wonings van die Eerste Minister A.
Groote Schuur B. Libertas, 1937-1945.

Argief van die Minister van Gemeenskapsontwikkeling en van Openbare Werke

MGO 75 M/D/11 Ministerswonings. Libertas, 1967-1967.
MGO 184 MO2/6 Openbare werke. Eerste-ministerswoning, Pretoria, Libertas, 1971-1973.

Argief van die privaatsekretaris van die Eerste Minister

MEM 1/345 A1/14 Privaatsekretaris: Dr. H.F. Verwoerd. Groote Schuur en Libertas.
Amptelike wonings en telefoon, 1954-1966.

Argiefvan die Tesourie

TES 3096 F13/63/1 Public Works Department. Stocktaking of stores : Prime Minister's
residences (Libertas and Groote Schuur), 1951-1966.
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Argief van die Stadsraad van Pretoria, Erasmuskloofbrandweerstasie, Pretoria.
Mahlamba Ndlopfu, erf 1, 26, 27 Bryntirion, Pretoria.

Kelderplan, Seksie A-A, Seksie B-B.

Fondasieplan, Seksie a-a, Oos aansig.

Sleutelplan, noord-aansig van kelder, suid-aansig van kelder.

Seksie- en halfduim-detail van fondasie.

Seksie deur noord-terraswal.

Departement van Openbare Werke Argief (DOW), Pretoria

Lys van planne:

20234 Pretoria, (Lisdogan) Presidensie en Libertas, 4 wonings vir lyfwag en motorbestuurder.
4758 Pretoria, Prime Minister’s residence.

5477 Pretoria, proposed new guard room at Libertas.

9647 Pretoria, Prime Minister’s residence.

17048 Libertas, Enlargement of Dining room.

11552 Pretoria, Prime Minister’s house.

15900 Pretoria, Guard room as State President’s house and Libertas.

Libertas/ Mahlamba Ndlopfu, Bryntirion, Pretoria

Libertasleér, Versamelde knipsels, korrespondensie en inligting, ongeorden.

Nasionale Film-, Video- en Klankargief (NFVKA), Pretoria

Moerdyk-versameling, biografiese besonderhede 154/766.
Moerdyk-versameling 38(61): Castalia.

Strijdomhuis-museum-argief, Nylstroom
Ongeordende argiefstukke.

Universiteit van Pretoria (UP), Akademiese Inligtingsdiens, Afdeling Besonderse
Versamelings, Pretoria

Gerard Moerdyk-versameling, ongeorden.

II REGERINGSPUBLIKASIES

Unie van Suid-Afrika, Debatte van die Volksraad (Hansard), derde sitting - sewende Parlement,
11 Januarie tot 4 Mei 1935, saamgevat in dele 24 en 25, Kaapstad, 1935.
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Architect and builder, 3(11), 1953-11.
Bylae by Die Burger, 1986-05-01.

Codicillus, Life in the political arena up to April 27 1994, Regsfakulteit UNISA XXXVI(1) May
1995.

Financial Mail, 110(8) 1988-11-25; 126(7), 1993-01-04.

Lockhead’s guide, handbook and directory of Pretoria, Pretoria, 1913.

Pretoria News, 1935-04-25, 1935-04-26, 1948-05-26, 1948-06-01, 1948-06-02, 1948-06-04.
Rand Daily Mail, 1935-04-26, 1935-05-31.

Sarie, 45(14), 1994-01-05.

Sunday Times, 1993-10-24.

Die Taalgenoot, 62(5), Mei 1993.

Die Volkstem, 1935-04-26.

You, 410, 1995-08-24.

IV TYDSKRIF- EN KOERANTARTIKELS

ALLEN, V. Libertas and its treasures. Pretoria News, 1971-1 1-12.

ALLIGHAN, G. The private life of Dr. Verwoerd. Personality, 1961-03-23.

ANON. A family affair. Pace, 1995-09.

ANON. Almal kan mére by Libertas instap. Beeld, 1993-10-22.

ANON. Betekenis vir SA van nuwe Eerste Ministerswoning. Die Vaderland, 1935-05-24.
ANON. Council castled. Financial Mail 113(1), 1989-07-14.

ANON. Elita lief vir FW, maar onseker oor skeiding. Rapport, 1998-02-01.

ANON. Interview. ‘People have forgotten how much we’ve done’. Newsweek 126(19), 1995-11-
06.

ANON. Kommentaar. Waar is my kamera? Finansies en Tegniek 49(12), 1997-03-28.
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ANON. Landscaping for a great occasion. Parks and grounds, The Jjournal for the entire green
industry 1994/79, 1996-07-08.
ANON. Leading articles. When the charm runs out. Financial Mail 126(7), 1992-11-13.

ANON. Dr Gerard Moerdyk — in memoriam. Preforiana, mondstuk vir die Genootskap Oud-
Pretoria, (29), April 1959.

ANON. Professional notes and news. South African Architectutal Record 20, 1935.

ANON. Rubriek: Gister en vandag, Bryntirion-huise uit Milner-tydperk. Beeld Huisgids, 1997-
08-22.

ANON. Report of the Arcadia residents association: Arcadia: the reluctant office park.
Architecture SA 7, August 1991.

BARRET, R. Libertas. South African Garden and Home, 1978-01-09.

BEHR, M. All the President's women. Fair Lady 29(22) 1995-10-18.

BEZUIDENHOUT, N. De Klerk het uit Libertas getrek. Beeld, 1994-10-24.

BEZUIDENHOUT, N. Dis oos, wes, tuis bes vir Nelson in sy nuwe huis. Beeld, 1994-11-19.
BOSHOFF, A. Tien jaar saam met die Vorsters aan huis. Die Huisgenoot, 36/2837, 1976-09-10.
BOSHOFF, A. Mev. Vorster, tien vervulde jare as Premiersvrou. Die Huisgenoot, 1976-09-17.

BOSMAN, F.C.L. In memoriam Gerard Leendert Moerdyk 4 Maart 1890 - 29 Maart 1958.
Tydskrif vir Wetenskap en Kuns nuwe reeks XVIII(2), Oktober 1958.

BOTES, S.M. Die oprigting van die derde Presidensie in Bloemfontein, 1885-1886. Navorsinge
van die Nasionale Museum 12(7), November 1996.

BOTHA, A. Mbeki se masker kom af..., Jnsig. Februarie 2000.
CASSON, H. Pretoria - the mushroom capital. Architectural Review (87), J an-June 1940.

CREMER, A & D.ESTERHUIZEN. Strijdomhuis, ‘n monument vir die Leeu van die Noorde,
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EDITORIAL COMMENT. When bullying backfires. Finance Week 37(3), 1988-04-21-27.
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OPSOMMING

Die praktiese en simboliese funksie van ‘n ampswoning word bespreek aan die hand van ‘n
aantal bekende ampswonings soos die Wit Huis, Washington D.C. en 10 Downing Street,

Londen. Voormalige en huidige ampswonings in Suid-Afrika word beskryf.

Die besluit om Libertas (nou Mahlamba Ndlopfu) te laat bou, die kompetisie vir die ontwerp, en
die wenontwerp het wyd kommentaar uitgelok. GL Moerdyk, die wenner van die kompetisie, se
agtergrond en sy beskouings oor die argitektuur het hom in konflik met die Departement van

Openbare Werke gebring.

Tydens die oprigting van die ampswoning het die boukoste die begrote bedrag oorskry en daar
moes gevolglik besnoei word om uitgawes te beperk. Die woning lyk derhalwe baie anders as

die Moerdyk-wenontwerp.

Die woning is in 1940 deur die Departement van Openbare Werke voltooi en gemeubileer.
Eerste minister JC Smuts het verkies om in sy eie huis in Irene te bly en die woning is as
staatsgastehuis gebruik. Mevrou IM Smuts het die woning die naam Libertas, die naam van haar
geboortehuis by Stellenbosch, gegee.

Die eerste inwoner van die woning was DF Malan en sy gesin. Van die begin af het die woning
sekere probleme gehad soos die dak wat lek en dat die huis nie volledig ingerig was nie. Na
Malan het opeenvolgende Eerste Ministers in Libertas gewoon en verbeteringe soos ‘n
silwerkluis en veranderings aan die binneversiering aangebring. Latere veranderinge het groter

badkamers, aantrekkamers en verbeteringe aan die kombuis ingesluit.

In B.J. Vorster se tyd is die grootste veranderinge aan Mahlamba Ndlopfu aangebring deurdat die
noordelike stoepe toegebou is om die ectkamer en die Pierneefkamer te vergroot. Dit het die
noordelike aansig en die binnekant aansienlik verander. Die suidelike aansig is ook verander

met die aanbou van die porfe-cochére in die tagtigerjare van die vorige eeu
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Die ampswoning is in die regeringstydperk van FW de Klerk tot nasionale gedenkwaardigheid

verklaar en in NR Mandela se tyd is die naam daarvan tot Mahlamba Ndlopfu verander.
Jarelange verwaarlosing het in 1999-2000 baie werk aan die woning genoodsaak. Die werk het
‘n aantal probleme opgelos en meer kantoorruimte verskaf. Die gebrek aan ‘n klein
privaatleefvertrek vir die gesin is met verloop van tyd op verskeie wyses die hoof gebied, maar

eers in 1999-2000 is ‘n vertrek vir dié doel gebou.

Die invloed van die verskillende Eerste Ministers en hulle gesinne op die ampswoning het baie te
doen gehad met hulle belangstelling in Mahlamba Ndlopfu, soos mev Vorster en die Verwoerds

maar PW Botha en NR Mandela het die woning slegs gebruik as dit noodsaaklik was.

Volgens voormalige inwoners en personeellede verbonde aan die ampswoning het persoonlike

voorkeur beslis of dit suksesvol as amps- en gesinswoning beskou is.

Mahlamba Ndlopfu het egter nie sinoniem met die ampte van Eerste Minister en President, soos
die Wit Huis in die VSA, of ‘n simbool van die eenheid in die Suid-Afrikaanse samelewing
geword nie. Daar behoort daadwerklik beplan word om die woning in die toekoms dié doel te

laat vervul by wyse van kuns- of museumversamelings.
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SUMMARY

The practical and symbolic functions of an official residence are discussed with reference to
some well-known examples as the White House, Washington DC, and 10 Downing Street,

London. Past and present official residences in South Africa are also discussed.

The decision to build the residence, the subsequent competition to select a design and the
winning design elicited widespread comment. The winner of the competition, GL. Moerdyk’s
background and views on architecture brought him into conflict with the Department of Public
Works.

The budgeted amount of money was exceeded early in the process and major changes had to be
made to the winning design to accommodate the cut in costs. Thus the residence ultimately built

is very different to Moerdyk’s design.

The residence was completed in 1940 and furnished by the Department of Public Works. Prime
Minister Smuts preferred his own home at Irene and used the official residence as a Government

guesthouse. Mrs. Smuts called the residence Libertas after her parents’ home in Stellenbosch.

The first Prime Minister to occupy the residence was Dr DF Malan and his family. From the
start there were problems with some aspects of the residence such as the leaking roof and it was
not yet completely furnished. After Malan all Prime Ministers and Presidents lived in the
residence and various improvements were made to the residence for example a silver room and
also changes to the interior decorating. Subsequent changes included bigger bathrooms, dressing

rooms and improvements to the kitchen.

During the time of BJ Vorster some of the biggest changes were made to the residence. This
included enlarging the dining room and Pierneef room by enclosing the verandas. This changed
the northern view and inside of the residence considerably. The southern view of the residence

was also changed in the 1980s by the addition of the porte-cochere.
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The residence was declared a national monument in the time of FW de Klerk and the name

changed to Mahlamba Ndlopfu by President NR Mandela. Years of neglect eventually
neccesitated major work to the residence during 1999-2000. This solved several problems and
provided more office space. Attempts to solve the lack of a private living room for the family

had been made over time but was only solved by building a room in 1999-2000.

The influence of the different Prime Ministers and their families on the residence had much to do
with whether they were interested in the residence or not. Some were closely linked to the
residence like the Verwoerds and Mrs. Vorster but others like PW Botha and NR Mandela used it

out of neccesity only.

According to previous inhabitants and staff members personal preference determined whether the

residence was considered a successful official and family home.

The residence neither became synonymous with the position occupied by the inhabitant like the
White House, nor a symbol of the unity of the South African society. This can be remedied in

future, perhaps by museum or art collections.
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SLEUTELTERME

Libertas

Mahlamba Ndlopfu

Bryntirion

Meintjeskop

GL Moerdyk

Ampswoning / Official residence

Eerste Minister / Prime Minister

President

Nasionale gedenkwaardigheid / National monument

Argitektuur / Architecture
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