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Die praktiese en simboliese funksie van 'n ampswoning word bespreek aan die hand van 'n

aantal bekende ampswonings soos die Wit Huis, Washington D.C. en 10 Downing Street,

Londen. Voormalige en huidige ampswonings in Suid-Afrika word beskryf.

Die besluit om Libertas (nou Mahlamba Ndlopfu) te laat bou, die kompetisie vir die ontwerp, en

die wenontwerp het wyd kommentaar uitgelok. GL Moerdyk, die wenner van die kompetisie, se

agtergrond en sy beskouings oor die argitektuur het hom in konflik met die Departement van

Openbare Werke gebring.

Tydens die oprigting van die ampswoning het die boukoste die begrote bedrag oorskry en daar

moes gevolglik besnoei word om uitgawes te beperk. Die woning lyk derhalwe baie anders as

die Moerdyk-wenontwerp.

Die woning is in 1940 deur die Departement van Openbare Werke voltooi en gemeubileer.

Eerste minister JC Smuts het verkies om in sy eie huis in Irene te bly en die woning is as

staatsgastehuis gebruik. Mevrou 1MSmuts het die woning die naam Libertas, die naam van haar

geboortehuis by Stellenbosch, gegee.

Die eerste inwoner van die woning was DF Malan en sy gesin. Van die begin af het die woning

sekere probleme gehad soos die dak wat lek en dat die huis nie volledig ingerig was nie. Na

Malan het opeenvolgende Eerste Ministers in Libertas gewoon en verbeteringe soos 'n

silwerkluis en veranderings aan die binneversiering aangebring. Latere veranderinge het groter

badkamers, aantrekkamers en verbeteringe aan die kombuis ingesluit.

In B.J. Vorster se tyd is die grootste veranderinge aan Mahlamba Ndlopfu aangebring deurdat die

noordelike stoepe toegebou is om die eetkamer en die Pierneefkamer te vergroot. Dit het die

noordelike aansig en die binnekant aansienlik verander. Die suidelike aansig is ook verander

met die aanbou van die porte-cochere in die tagtigerjare van die vorige eeu
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Die ampswoning is in die regeringstydperk van FW de Klerk tot nasionale gedenkwaardigheid

verklaar en in NR Mandela se tyd is die naam daarvan tot Mahlamba Ndlopfu verander.

Jarelange verwaarlosing het in 1999-2000 baie werk aan die woning genoodsaak. Die werk het

'n aantal probleme opge1os en meer kantoorruimte verskaf. Die gebrek aan 'n klein

privaatleefvertrek vir die gesin is met verloop van tyd op verskeie wyses die hoof gebied, maar

eers in 1999-2000 is 'n vertrek vir die doel gebou.

Die invloed van die verskillende Eerste Ministers en hulle gesinne op die ampswoning het baie te

doen gehad met hulle be1angstelling in Mahlamba Ndlopfu, soos mev Vorster en die Verwoerds

maar PW Botha en NR Mande1a het die woning slegs gebruik as dit noodsaaklik was.

Volgens voormalige inwoners en personeellede verbonde aan die ampswoning het persoonlike

voorkeur beslis of dit suksesvol as amps- en gesinswoning beskou is.

Mahlamba Ndlopfu het egter nie sinoniem met die ampte van Eerste Minister en President, soos

die Wit Huis in die VSA, of 'n simbool van die eenheid in die Suid-Afrikaanse samelewing

geword nie. Daar behoort daadwerklik beplan word om die woning in die toekoms die doe1 te

laat vervul by wyse van kuns- of museumversame1ings.

 
 
 



The practical and symbolic functions of an official residence are discussed with reference to

some well-known examples as the White House, Washington DC, and 10 Downing Street,

London. Past and present official residences in South Africa are also discussed.

The decision to build the residence, the subsequent competition to select a design and the

winning design elicited widespread comment. The winner of the competition, GL Moerdyk's

background and views on architecture brought him into conflict with the Department of Public

Works.

The budgeted amount of money was exceeded early in the process and major changes had to be

made to the winning design to accommodate the cut in costs. Thus the residence ultimately built

is very different to Moerdyk's design.

The residence was completed in 1940 and furnished by the Department of Public Works. Prime

Minister Smuts preferred his own home at Irene and used the official residence as a Government

guesthouse. Mrs. Sniuts called the residence Libertas after her parents' home in Stellenbosch.

The first Prime Minister to occupy the residence was Dr DF Malan and his family. From the

start there were problems with some aspects of the residence such as the leaking roof and it was

not yet completely furnished. After Malan all Prime Ministers and Presidents lived in the

residence and various improvements were made to the residence for example a silver room and

also changes to the interior decorating. Subsequent changes included bigger bathrooms, dressing

rooms and improvements to the kitchen.

During the time of BJ Vorster some of the biggest changes were made to the residence. This

included enlarging the dining room and Pierneef room by enclosing the verandas. This changed

the northern view and inside of the residence considerably. The southern view of the residence

was also changed in the 1980s by the addition of the porte-cochere.
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The residence was declared a national monument in the time of FW de Klerk and the name

changed to Mahlamba Ndlopfu by President NR Mandela. Years of neglect eventually

neccesitated major work to the residence during 1999-2000. This solved several problems and

provided more office space. Attempts to solve the lack of a private living room for the family

had been made over time but was only solved by building a room in 1999-2000.

The influence of the different Prime Ministers and their families on the residence had much to do

with whether they were interested in the residence or not. Some were closely linked to the

residence like the Verwoerds and Mrs. Vorster but others like PW Botha and NR Mandela used it

out ofneccesity only.

According to previous inhabitants and staff members personal preference determined whether the

residence was considered a successful official and family home.

The residence neither became synonymous with the position occupied by the inhabitant like the

White House, nor a symbol of the unity of the South African society. This can be remedied in

future, perhaps by museum or art collections.
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