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Table 2.2.5 shows. that in the economically active pepulation of th

countries mentioned above, there is an increase in the number of th

population active in agriculture from 1975 to 1891, except for Sout

although the proportion involved in agriculture has decline
in all countries.

Africa,

The reason for the declining proportion involve

in agriculture might be that some farmers are not interested i

agriculture because of poor land tenure system 1.e. the farm being tc

small to make a reasonable living from it or there 1s no secure tenur
system.

It is also shown in Table 2.3.5, that South Africa has the lowes

percentage of the population active in agriculture. The reason migh

be that 1in the less developed and developing areas of South Africa

most of the people work in the urban areas and leave farming to ol

people and women. This situation might result in poor management c

livestock and ultimately low production.
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Ganyesa area as a communal grazing area is alsc faced
with a problem highlighted by Khumalo (1990) that the
land tenure system in the communal grazing areas does
not hold any one responsible for ‘Tmining" or
exploiting the rangeland. Due to this land tenure
system and the high livestock population, the communal
grazing area of Ganyesa 1s generally heavily
overgrazed.

The veagetration and veld condition of Ganvesa leased
farms

According to Bophuthatswana Land Act No. 339 of 1879,
leased land is land that has been given to a person,
who 1g a citizen of Bophuthatswana, by the State for

rent for a specific period.

The vegetation on Ganyesa leased farms is similar to
that described in the communal grazing area except
that in some of the leased areas, the veld is better
managed and as a result some of the highly desirable

grass species such as A. pubegceng and D. eriantha are

also found. Some of the leased farms were rented to
farmers in the same condition in which the State
bought them from the owners, while others were
developed before allocation. The result is that some
farmers can practise rotational grazing systems with
ease, because the infrastructure is available, while
others do not have sufficient paddocks to practise
such systems. One of the conditions of leased farms
is to keep the number of livestock to the grazing
capacity of the farms but the farmers often ignore
this condition because on most of these farms, the
number of livestock exceeds the grazing capacity of
the farms. The issue of the correct stocking rate is
included in the farmers lease contract. It should,
therefore, be easy for the Government to ensure that
the farmers abide by this rule, but it is not
implemented.
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9.8.7.1

9.8.7.2

9.8.7.2.1

done on the wveld and the management thereof. This
work has shown that the condition of the wveld had
declined. Based on this, it i1s clearly necessary that
planted pasture be established to reduce the grazing

pressure on the veld and to increase 1livestock
production.

Establigshment of "borgeltjiegras in gtrips
Anthephora pubegcensg reguires a sandy soil with the
minimum annual rainfall of 250mm. Fair (1989)

indicates that the most outstanding attributes of
Anthephora are its drought tolerance, palatability and
nastritive value. It, therefore, results in excellent
animal production. It also has a good foggage value.
It is recommended that Anthephora seed be planted in
strips two metres apart in more degraded areas during
the rainy season (January to March) to improve the
botanical composition of the wveld. This has been
applied with success by one of the white farmers in
the North Western side of Kuruman district.

Establishment of "borsetijiegrags” - A, pubescens on the
cld cultivated area (5ha area)

There are two soil forms on the old cultivated land
where planted pasture need to be established:
(1) Molopo soil form - Pomfret soil family
{ii) Clovelly scil form -~ Setlagole soil family
{chapter 7.3).
A pubescens, because it requires very sandy soil, will
be established on the Clovelly soil form.

Seedbed preparation
A very fine seedbed, which is moist, free Lrom clods
and plant material, is necessary for the planting of
grass. The subsoil should contain sufficient moisture

to facilitate the development of seedlings after
germination.
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Aristida stapitata
Aristida meridionalis
Eragrostis pallens
Pogonathria squarrosa

JE L S

Subtoal less desirable

Aristida adscensionis

Aristida berteronianus
Aristida congesta |
Schmidtia kalahariensis

e st ol prsencd

Subtotal undesirable

Veld condition score 855

+ Basal cover % 32

Bench mark score: Reflected in Appendix A 2
Factor = Grazing value - index of the grass species

Grazing capacity of the area = Grazing capacity of the area as was determined

By Government (Agricultural economic map of
South Africa 1965).

Calculation of the Grazing capacity of a sample site

Grazing capacity = Bench mark score x Grazing capacity of the area
Sample site score ha/M.L.U

= ha/M.LU


















