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How will the everyday food market 
be articulated in the 21st century 
urban environment?  In this study the 
importance of food is clear not only for 
survival but also as adhesive in human 
relationships.  When the architect is faced 
with the fact of how many people in the 
city do not have enough to eat, is it the 
architects responsibility to design a place 
that may better the situation?  If architects 
are the ambassadors for the future, the 
future of the food markets needs to 
change to establish a better situation for 
the producer as well as the consumer. 
 The food market must give enough 
opportunity to adapt and be flexible so that 
people could express themselves.  Unlike 

the supermarkets of today that are cold, 
reserved and where produce magically 
appears on shelves, the new food market 
is stripped from pretence.  This gives 
integrity and transparency back to the city.  

By reinstating the human interaction in 
the retail of food an active community is 
mobilised.  A place is created where the 
interaction between people as well as their 
interaction with the environment could 
flourish.  The unique way of delivery enables 
not only transparency and connection 
with the rural, but also efficiency.    
 The four characters that were created in the 
dissertation were used to illustrate how the 
users could consume the space.  Their daily 

routines are intertwined with the space 
created in the market.  The market fits into 
the urban fabric and thus strengthen the 
dialogue that the characters have with the 
city.   This gives the architecture viability 
in the everyday and the lives of the users.  

What Robert A.M. Stern commented on 
when he said that architects design life 
out of buildings are here contradicted 
as life itself was the inspiration.  
The market is articulated in the 21st 
century as a place of engagement, 
belonging and celebration.  The control of 
the space as well as the management of the 
market is in the hands of the consumers.  
The success of the project is dependant 

on the way the users will consume 
the space as the four characters did. 
 The proof of this pudding is in 
the eating.  Let us feast the city.

night cap  
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