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Theodore Roosevelt stated in 1907...

“City streets are unsatisfactory playgrounds for children because of the danger, because most good games 

are against the law, because they are too hot in summer, and because in crowded sections of the city they are 

apt to be schools of crime. Neither do small back yards nor ornamental grass plots meet the needs of any but 

the very small children. Older children who would play vigorous games must have places especially set aside 

for them; and, since play is a fundamental need, playgrounds should be provided for every child as 

much as schools. This means that they must be distributed over the cities in such a way as to be within 

walking distance of every boy and girl, as most children cannot afford to pay carfare.”
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The north and north-western quadrants of Pretoria 

have been identified as requiring attention for 

rejuvenation. The framework looks at “connectivity 

through activity” and the site ties into the creative 

industries, heritage route and pedestrian walkway 

proposed for the area. It is realised that in this day and 

age the ideal is often impossible to achieve. 

Paradoxically too it is often in the more densely 

populated areas, where land values are highest that 

there is the greatest need for ample space for 

children, whose probable home is a cramped flat, 

with no garden in which to run about and play freely. 

With the proposal to increase housing in the 

framework for Pretoria's city and, in a bid to densify 

the urban centre, comes the added responsibility to 

accommodate the youngest generations of city 

dwellers.

It is with this in mind that the design proposal looks at 

the creation of a  pre-primary school and public 

playground connected to a pedestrianised inter-block 

walkway. A new revolutionary approach to 

educational buildings has to be investigated in terms 

of “learning through play” by “extending the field of 

play” and incorporating design techniques of both 

architecture and landscape architecture to create a 

holistic design precedent that will stimulate young 

minds.

abstract
Die Noorde en Noord-Westelike kwadrante van 

Pretoria word ge-identifiseer as wat aandag vir die 

verjonging vereis. Die raamwerk kyk na 

“konnektiwiteit deur aktiwiteit” en die terreine bind die 

skeppende nywerhede, erfenis roete en voetganger 

paadjie [voorgestel vir die gebied] vas. Daar word 

besef dat deesdae die ideale dikwels onmoontlik 

word om te bereik. Ook is dit dikwels in die meer 

digbevolkte gebiede, waar die grond waarde die 

hoogste is, dat daar 'n nogdigheid vir genoeg ruimte 

vir kinders word. Hierdie kinders se waarskynlike 

huise is 'n beknopte woonstel met geen tuine om rond 

te loop of te speel nie. Met die voorstelling om die 

behuising in die raamwerk vir Pretoria se stad te 

vermeerder en om die stedelike sentrum digtheid te 

verhoog, kom ekstra verantwoordelikheid om die 

jongste generasies van die stede te akkommodeer. 

Met hierdie gedagte moet die ontwerp voorstelling na 

die skepping van 'n pre-primere skool kyk. Ook moet 

daar 'n openbare speelgrond gekoppel aan 'n 

voetgangers interblok loopvlak wees. 'n Nuwe 

revolusionere benadering tot opvoedkundige 

geboue moet ondersoek word in terme van “leer deur 

te speel” deur “ uitbreiding die veld van speel” en die 

integrasie van ontwerp tegnieke van beide 

argitektuur en landskap argitektuur om 'n holistiese 

ontwerp presedent te skep sodat die jong gees 

gestimuleer sal word.   

abstrak
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there is the greatest need for ample space for children, whose probable 

home is a cramped flat, with no garden in which to run about and play 

freely.

Although extensive studies have been carried out and documented on 

the effects of learning through play and optimum conditions for 

education, schools in Pretoria still lack successful implementations of 

these strategies. A new revolutionary approach to educational buildings 

has to be investigated in terms of to 

accommodate development in research. The pre-primary school should 

complement the home experience of young children and form a link 

With the proposal to increase housing in the framework for Pretoria's city between home and the wider environment of the pre-primary school. The 

and, in a bid to densify the urban centre, comes the added responsibility ages of the children will vary between three and six years [day-care] and 

to accommodate the youngest generations of city dwellers. We live in an six upwards [after-school care]. This is the period when their enquiring 

era where, in numerous households, both parents are required to work minds will constantly be searching for new experiences. The school 

and where there is the growing phenomenon of single parent should provide a challenging environment for investigation and effort. 

households either due to the AIDS pandemic or separation. In many They will rapidly be developing their social, cognitive and language skills 

cases the children are left alone without adult supervision to fend for and and here they will have the opportunity for the companionship of other 

entertain themselves. children as well as healthy relationships with adults other than their 

parents. The importance of play in the development of young children 

It is with this in mind that I propose to design a cannot be over-emphasised and at pre-primary school they should have 

the opportunity of experiencing a much wider range of play activities, 

This facility will accommodate the needs of the working both indoors and out, than is possible at any home [Natal Education 

caretaker by supporting and formalising the existing informal childcare Department 1979].

structure composing of: taking the child with to the place of work or 

leaving the child in the care of family members or friends.

The north and north-western quadrants of Pretoria have been identified 

as requiring attention for rejuvenation. The framework looks at 

 and the site ties into the creative 

industries, heritage route and pedestrian walkway proposed for the area. 

It is realised that in these days of rapidly escalating land and building 

costs, the ideal is often impossible to achieve. Paradoxically too it is often 

in the more densely populated areas, where land values are highest that 

“learning through play”

pre-primary school 

[private] after-school care [private], playground [public], and associated 

utilities.

“connectivity through activity”

 

 

  

child·hood  [chîld'hud']
noun

�The time or state of being a child. 

�The early stage in the existence or development

�a human between the stages of birth and puberty

[http://www.answers.com/topic/childhood]
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The “Commissioner of Parks in New York City who reportedly stated, when asked his opinion of the standard 

playground that the Parks Department had been constructing for over thirty years, that what had been good 

enough for him was good enough for today's children” [Dattner 1974: 20]. 

 

“Several years ago two 350 pound gorillas were turned loose on a new set of swings in Central Park. When it 

was found that the animals did not destroy the equipment, the playground was pronounced fit for New York 

City's children…The simplest maintenance measure, to be sure, would have been to exclude children, but that 

was clearly an Utopian solution…This kind of playground conforms to the requirements of administrators – it is 

simple to build, indestructible, and noncontroversial” [Dattner 1974: 35-36].

This naive attitude is still apparent to 

this day and can be related to education and the pre-primary building typology. As a result children are not fully 

prepared for primary schooling.

Previous proposals fail to acknowledge and establish links between inside and outside to their detriment. One 

should not design a building on a site but rather aim to design the site in totality as an inter-operational entity. 

The transition from the public-to-private realms, playground-to-building, outside-to-inside and formal-
to-informal needs to be determined through a careful integration of landscape and architecture where the in-

between zones and interfaces are scrutinised. Educational facilities, offering an alternative more creative 

edification, ought to be innovative in their design in order to best encourage growing and inquisitive minds.

If a design is successful “it is to the extent that the designers have 
listened to that which is playful in children, and in themselves.”

-Richard Dattner
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figure 1.3

figure 1.4
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figure 1.6

 
 
 




